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o amay Hes 1 remember
j ’ ) (right Worﬂiip-'
/ b fullitharwifecoite 40
(€ [°%3 fell of king Salo -~
X°1 1223 mon i bis dinine
g Proserbes ( fore -
fakenot thyown '
¥ friend , nor the
. friend of thy fa-
ther ) we thinketh that 1 finde my felfe fo
[rastely boiidonto yopr worfbip, that both
you may well challegeme bya donble ri;shr,
and Linuft ueedes confe(fe my felfe by a dou-
ble ductie to be your owne for euer  For 1
| o+ ksow that longand lafbing , anscient and,
X faithfullwasthar facredfriendflip berwixt
A yomandmy father, which bath alfodefcen-
d  “dedyqemaft worthy andgood inheritanncs,.; '
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. bymy (elfe but writrenn by thae noble and
'?' F Jearned Erenchmi Philiip Mornay Lord
-‘ of Pleffis: thewhich g bene honora-
bly accepted by the vight honorable the
Eurle of W .arwicke immediately before his
deceafero whoms st w.is firfF prrpofed ) w.u
byth.at dolefulld iy deprizeed of @ most ex-
cell=it andworthiz Patron) andener fiuce
hath pruzzately vaorruedyC wonld pot hane ' t‘
defired 2o fee the light hadnot yorr fanonr 4
voueh(ifed confore , by which being asic
Wwere at lenathreanc ot offivs it felfe vato
vour woribpandaducatures alfo to be py- ?2
blithzd for thevfe of fors other of my frréds, !
todoclare my thakefulieffe to youyandto
" - perforine a dutctic vitto t//fm.Accept there- )

i

}‘f AR t0 hispofieritse . And how it hath appeared ceafing to binder youfroms the asthor hins

f"? L rowardes me,Fraunce may teflifie and my ). felfe : Imake an end , wifbing vinto the
B A Selfewill alvay ackuowledze and ener vew continpance of all proSperonshealth , that

f maine thankefull for the fame . In token Chrift may lue in yossyand yossin him , and

I, whereof | haue thouaht goodto prefent this with bim both in this ift andfor ener.

Ko brieftreatse vnto your worflyp , Englifbed London. December. 1593
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Your worfhips mott aflured.
- A W.
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fore (good Sir ) of my good will, voschfafe -

3 mz pardon instead of reward , and coner | 9

{ the deformities of the tranflution( a5 fome- | ;
{ tims yout hane the infirmities of the tranf- ¢ e A N
¢ Lator ) with yoar c[peciall fanonr . Thus Ay : ;i
\%t : ced- T o }
6 - . | -




CHRISTIAN
VIEW OEATLHI.FE

ex T alwayes fee-
2) med vnto me

) worthy the mar-
king &asit were
ya paradox that

all fortes of la-
" borers and hyre-
® & linges  fhoulde
*ftriue againft the
{treame, and asit were againittheforce
of theSunne , tofeeifat anytime they
may enioy their eafe, For behold the
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A (hrvistianview,of life anddeath, 3
they come totheiriourneys end: But we
only (menImeanc) who arc entangled
with the labours and forrowes of this
world are foone wearied , we who are
tofled with the waues of this boy{terous

Sca,are tyred with our rough and trou- -
) &

blefomevoyage :only we(I {ay) cuen all
of vs almolt are vnwilling to fectheend
of our Jabours , and to fimthour taske.
Weenter the haug of fecuritie with for-
row,and goto our reft & quictnefle with
horror,feare,& terrour. This lifc of ours
fecmeth tobe like Penclopes web which
is dayly done and vndone : It is as a Sea
open to windesand whirlwinds,where-

with fometune the outward man,{otne-

time theinward is miferably vexed,and
our iourney is hindered as it were by
froft and fnow,by dangerous rockes, by
high mountaines, by the fteepe downe

smariners they labour with' might and places,by deferts,by crucll pratifes, and .
maincto approch the ﬂxoarc,ang behol- malitious cruelties of wicked mé, Thefe .
ding it a far off with (houting and great things we mufe on euery day , thus we i‘
gla neffe they encourageone another. talke amid(t our bufinefle, and thus we e
.l H'he traucllers ikewife,they arenotal- would be very faineat our iourncys end. ;
R furcdwith any intifements of this Wfe, ©  DBut when indeed we fee death appro- ,'
238 they thinke nothing pleafant before ;  ching apd reaching forth her helping o
8 they | - A i !
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4 eA Chriftran view
hand to eafe and refreth vs of our toy-
. lingto finith our forrowes & to bring vs
home into out hauen,hauing pafled the
dangerous peregrinationsand trouble-
fome inncs of this world Weare not a-
fhamed infteadof great ioy and glad.
nelle and of fome fivanlike notes, for the
fight of the thoare,totalke in hand 2gain
(1t God would-permit vs)our former la=
bors,to iterate our voyage, and to com-

mit otir fclues againe to the raging fca, -

being forgetfull of all our forrowes for-
getful of all fhipwracke, forgetful of all
thecues and robbers 5 becaufe we dread
death as much as any punifhment or
pame , yea more then any dangerous
rockcor warfar whatfoeuer . For weare
like to little children and infanes, who
although they {pend the whole day in
teares , yet let Phifition be brought,
they will deniethat they haue any dil-
cale.Neither are we vnlike to thofe who
by anguifh of toothache like mad men
run continmally vp and downe,and yet
{ccing the Chirurgion which promifeth
to pluck out their aking teeth, they de-
pic that chey feeleany paineatall. And
we

- e

Of life and death, | ¢
wedealelile thofe wantons,ivho by rea~

fon of the plurifie make pitifull mone,".

and fearflic.will ftay for the Philition:
but when they feehim comeand begin,
that he might heale their difeafe,to whee
his raifor,they pluckein their armeand
hide themfelues in their beds as thougly
hewent about to flay them . Sodo we
feare the Phifition more then the mala-
dic,the Chirurgid more then the wotd,
theincifion more. then the impoftume.
We perceaue more ealilic and * chinke
more ferionfly of the momentanie bit-
ternefle of the medecine, thenof theri-

gor of any long continuall ficknefle,and -

the:end ot miferie is more vnpleafant
vnto vs then the continuance of: thofe
troubles which we are fubic& virto fo
long as we liuein this world, And frem
whence I pray you procecdeth this cow-
ardhinefle 2 whence haue we this imad-
nefle? cuen from hence, becaule we vn-
derftand not what deathis.. We feare
thof. things which we ought bothto
hope and to wilh for;& we defire thofe .
things which ciiglit to be feared. Finals
ly we vouchfafea continuall deaththe

:
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- nameofa pleafant life, and we call that
death which is an ending of a liumng
death anda beginning of eternall life,
But what is there in this life fo greatlic
to be defired ? or what harmeindeath
which ought fo to be (hunned  Let vs I
pray you examine the parics and pe-
riods of mans life,

Eueryage  We begin this life of ours with piti-
hath his 1) moning,we {pendit with paine,and
miferie,

end it with grief. This is the eftate both
of the moft excellent of the fonnes of
Infancie. men,and alfo of the bafelt begger which
treadeth vpon the earth,and there is not
any which can boaft of his priviledgein
this behalfe.For in truthmiis ina worle
condition a great dealethen thereftof
tlic living creatures : he is borne and
broyght into the worldand canot moue
atall,whé hes in his fwadling cloths,he
isnot only without pleafure , but trou-
blefome to himfelfe and others , and ¢ill
he come to yeares of reafon and difere-
tion heis fubielt tomany and great di-
gets but yetin one thing itis better
with him in this hisinfancie,then in the
reft of hisage,for thathe knoweth not

his
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Of life anddeath.
his vnhappy eftate . What now is any’
man of fo abte@and of fuch abafe mind~
who if hecould be alwayesa child for -.r
withing would cétinue in his babelhip?
from whence itmay be eafily gathered,
that if youmeafure this life, by it felfe &
from the nature thereof it hatgl nogood- .
neflcin itat all without we ca luc well
and happely therein, '

But let vs wade further. Whenas the Chithoods
body fhall encreafeand grow, then do
forrowes fpring vp together therewich,
Man is fearfly out of the nurfes armes
(being as yet1ignorant how to gouerne
himfelfe) but he is committed to the
fchoolemafters rod and gouernement (I
fpcake onlyof them who haue good e-
ducation)when though he fport himfelf
he is continually in feare , whilett he
learneshe doth it vawillingly , and Ius
whole infancie being vnder an other
mans tuttion is vnto himavery prifon. .
Therefore thereis nothing that fo much
troubleth his minde, nor any thing he
more defiveth chen to increafethe num-
ber ofhis yearesto be out of others ¢6-
maund at lus ownelibertie,the which he
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oA Chriftianview
hopeth and longeth for,and forceth by
his labours, ftudic and endeuour to at-
taine, and finally he deuifeth carefully-
how hemay paflc the termeofhis infan-
cic and nonage,that hauing finifhed his
childhood , he might at length haue the
name of a youngman, . _

But being cometoage, tell e what
isit but theend of his infancie? what is
. -our mis agebut the death of our youth-
full yeares? Tomorrowes vifing,is this
dayes fetting. Therctore it we dofocon-
fider the thing , it maketh vs defirous of
death ,and to thinke that this cltate of
lifeis altogether vohappy , in fo much
chat man cannot be thought blefled of
others, nor yet content withlus portion
inhimfelfe. .

.And now let vs behold man in that
age which he fogreatly defired,cu¢ now
in his own walke,and in that age where-
in with Hercnles hehath his choice ei-
therof the way of vertue or clfcof vice,
and aguideto direfthim inhis journcy,
cither his reafon or el his affetion,
cinfewhichhgwill « And whileft heis
now betwixt thefe two wayes , itis

worth

- Of life and death.
worththe confideration which of them
hechofeth.On the one hand diuerfe af-
fetions do flatter him ,a thoufand bayts
do allure him,and the fhew ofallkind of
worldly pleafires do bewitch him. But
what arcall thefe delicates 2 éuen moft
wicked and vitious, which do vexe and
grceue his minde as if it were fomequo-
tidian ague,and whofc {teps do lead vn-
to moutning , and end with repentance:
whichasanitch by often rubbing being
mote prouoked isat lenfth made vice-
rous,and leaucth behind it along reme-
brance : fiich dainties obtained by great
forrow, labour and danger are both loft
in a momét,and they alfo vexethemind
with a tedious & vnquict remembrance
ofthem . And fuchina wordisthena-
turc of all the vnconftant & fiaile plea-
fuves of this world,fo that if any will ex-
amme them within and without,he fhal
(indenone of them feafoned with fo ex-
cellee fiveetnelle, whefe bitternetle doth
not exceede, none{o toothfome which
doth not ouerlay the ftomack, noncbut
by 16 cultomeit doth bring aloathing
to thereceauct;none(which ofall ismoft
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to be lamented)fo moderate which doth
not bring fome thing withit that doth
gnaw the minde and pitifullic hurt and
annoy the vnderftanding. .

I will not call to minde thofe things
whichall men confefleto be altogether
vaprofitable in pleaures, as brawls, de-
bats,blowes,maflaughter, exile,difeales
and diuerfe other perils into the which
many fulteither by inconitinencic of hfe,
or by want of dilcretion , or by pride of
vouth . Butwhatifthe delights which
feemetobe in thislife be more trqublcs?
what if thegyief of plealures which be
dronke therewith, beas the liquor of
wormewood 2 It is very euident what
vnplcn{hntncﬂl: any man_tnay fecle in
them, and what bitterncile it 1s that is
take together with them. T'his may well
appearein youth that 1s out of the go-
sernement of parentsor maters which
‘hath fet loofethe bridleto licétioufefle,
or that I may more truly fay, to thevia-
bridled feruitude of their owne defives,
which as an vacleane fpirite poflefling
a man,do fometime throw him into the

water,fometimeintothe fire,ong w_hél:-.
" . cts
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children do moft carneftly defire, yet
growing in yeares, they canno whit a-
ide,
Now followeth the ftayed age of ma,
which all men dedicate vato wifedome,
as they ‘purpofed to confecrate the for-

mer to a pleafant and to a quict hfe. But hach thefe
this perfet age,is in this oncpoint per- encum.
fet and fully compleat,for that then the brances,

whole tmperfe€tio of mis nature, which
cicher the fimplicitic of infancie did co- .
ucr ot the inconftancic of headie, youth
exculed,doth cfpeciatly lift vp hishead
and bewray what this perfe&tionis. To -
pretermit other men,only thofe Liudge
worthy the remembrance in this place,
whom theworld reckonethin the num-

ber of wile and blelfed men . Hitherto

feare hath taken hold of vs and dallyed

with vs,lhort hath bene the threed of
pleafures,& lo, a doleful {ting of repen-
tance remaineth behind . For now grea-

. ter mifchiefes aflaile our mindes, to wity

couetoufiefle & ambitig,which do pro-
mife great plentic of riches and honour
if we wil fall downe and wor(hip them,
So that there 18 not any mortal man(ex~

v .
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A (bristianview
cept the true & chofen chulir& of God)
who being rauithed with the louc of the
fame doth not throw himfdlfe headlong
inco a dnzerous downefalt . But let vs
examine what mi hath proficed and ob-
tamed by his couctuoutne(le.

The couetous man perhaps makes
many a iourney both by land and fea, is
many times in danger of theeues and of -
ten in perill of diuerfe other chaunces,
buc after hehath oft efcaped cheduangers
of thipuracke, after hehath bene tur-
moyled with lonzz Labour and feare,and
ofeétimies hath fuffered great lofle of his
timeand charges (in {lead whereofonly
hie hath gained derle kindes of grec-
uous difeafes,as the goute, the palficand
fecblenetle of body and lymumes , which
efpeaially appeare in his old age) after
that I {ay he hath endeuoured to buy his
eate by his painfull labeur,and hath of-
fred violence to lifeit felfechat he might
lucin sbundance of riches , graunt him
now that he hath his hearts (?cﬁrc, fup-
pofe he hath fpoiled the Eaft cottries of
pearles ind emptied the gold mines of
the Welt s hie therfore the happier and
furce

R o

 Oflifeand death, 15
furer for that ? nay,he rather ladeth him
{elf with a greater heape of cares & for-
rowes both in body & mind whé all his
other troubles coft and charges haue by
him bene ouzrpatled : {o that from one
trouble he fals mto an other,and he ma-
keth nofale but a change of his miferies,
Before he was enflamed with an carneft
and greedy defire of getting riches, and
now he heauily careth how to keepe
that which he hath gocten, with abur-
ning heate he came by thé,& witha cold
hotror & trembling {eare he keepes thé,
he firlt aduentured robbingto obtane
goods,and now hauing got the, theeucs
lyein waite cucry where for him, with
exceeding pames he fought them out of
the bowels cf the earth, & now finding
thé, he [tudieth how & by what meancs
he may hide them in the carth agayne.

And that I may fpeake all in a word,

whéhis whole voyage isfinithed, he be-
ueathes himfelfe to bondage , and m

?lcad_of labour and much forrow which

did moleft the body, his fpirite findes i¢

felfe befet and enuivoned about within<

finute tormencs:what then hath this mis

B ijj




18 oA Chriftran view
fer gotten 2 UMammon ( whommen call
the God of couctoulinefle ) by his vaine
illufigs andiuglings doth perfivade him
¢hat he (hal obtaine fome excellét thing.
Hercupon they whom the cuill {piritis
wont to lead to theirowne deftruction,
haue found in {tead of gold their hand
full of leaues . Now the nature of the
thing which he poflefleth(and yet it ra-
ther poileflech him ) is not enducd with
any cﬂiéﬁcxc or force at all to cure any
difeafe ,fbut is farre inferiourto all the
hearbes and plants of the field . Thushe
heapeth vpthefe vile excrements ,and
taketh vpon him fucha contdpgible na-

ture,that he maketh that anornament of ¥I°

Iis head, which is moremeet to be tro-
den and trainpled voder his feete « But
hath.he yet fatistied his thir{t by this
mcanesfnonot awhit,for he is cnlfﬂmcd

with greater couctoufnefle then before.

We commend that drinke cfpecially
which qucncheth the thirft, and thofe
meates which taken in finall quantitie
do moft nourith the body and flake hti-

ger . Dutthefcare of fuch anature that.

the more you talsc agamft thirft and hu-

aer

1

Of life and death, 17
ger,the lelfe youare fatisfied Doubtlefle
1tisa dropfic and an imagined hunger,
or mote truly that difeafccalled Buavpuos,
from whenccit is that we might rather
looke that man {hould fooner burft,thé
that by the abundace of riches he (hould
be fatisfied . And this 1s the worlt of all,
for that this thirft and gluttonic hath
taken fucha deepe roote in many, that ;.
though very deepe wels fhould as it
were be digged,and out of the fame wa-
ter fhould bedrawne, yet notwith{tan-
ding at the laft they thall wat that which
might quench their thirft: yea though
they were vp to the chinnein watersyct
they perifh for thirft,in plentic of corne
they famifh for hunger, they abound in
riches,yct dare they notimploy themto
their profit, they feeme to enioy them,
when they takeno pleafure at all by thé,
neither yet do they gather them for thé
fclues or others : {o that they haue none
of thofe things which they poffefle,and
what they po{lefle not,they are greeued
that cthey want,, and thus they finde that
to bie crue within themftlues which is
conimély faid,a couctous man wanteth

B iy




18 A Chrittian view .
as well that which hehach as that which
he hathnot . Whercfore let vs returne
and make a fearch of all thefe things,
which by a falfe name are called goods:
andlct vs thew that chey are nothing
clie, but the griefof the tody , and that
the pofleflion of richesis for the moft
art the burthé of theminde(which tru-
ﬁ' is fo much greater then the troubles
of the body, by how mucli the mindcis
more excellent) :for then miferies ouer-
whelme them when they are altogether
beveft of their riches cither by fhip-
wracke,or by the encmy,or by fire.or by
any other like calamitie,wherunto thofe
traile goodsare fubie&. Herethey yell,
they cry.and make priful] lamentations
for their lofles , forthis caufe they dif-
quict themfelues with cares & forrowes,
hkeas lieele childrenare wont to do for
loofing their toyes and trifles of no va-
~ lue, and yet ca they not forfooth be per-
fwaded by any reafon that mortall men
poflefle any thing , which is fubicét to
ruineand deftrudtis, though they feeme
to themfelues not or-ely tobe ftript of
¢heir riches,but cuen to haue their skins

as
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asi¢ werepulled ouer their eares, Wheéce
itis that after they haue put al therr truft
in thele frivolous things and fixed their
cogitations vpon the carth, and being
once fruftrated of chem, they arequite
difcouraged , and fallinto the fhares of
defperation , ont of which it is fcarlly
feenc that any efcape and come againe
to his right minde . But this exceedeth
all cheir other madnefTe,that they think
they haue loft all which hath not bene
eotten by vlurie,ndthata diminithing
of their wealth which hath not bene ob-
tained by fome vnufual gae,which de-
fpawre hath brought very many to that
oint,that they haue become their owne
Eutchcrs . And that Imay be brief, the
wages and reward which couetoufirefle
giucth to his clients and flaucs , is fuch
oftentimesas is wont to be giuen by the
deuill himfelfe (frd whom this hath her
pedegrie) who when he fometime will’
evatifie his fcholers , either preferreth
themto the hangman, or plucketh out
their throats himfelfe . 1 pafle by thofe
crimes infilence to which couctous mé
for lucre fake vfuall)trs dofell themflclues
1iij
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20 A Chritian view
into bondage,whofe confciences are ¢
tinually tormented asit were with cer-
taincfuries . And to make an end, this
falleth out at the length , ¢hat by thefe
their violent paines , the chief part of
man is beguiledand deceaued, his bod

{laine , his minde wounded , and finally
his foule is depriued of all pleafure or

profiteof lifeac all , and fo lamentablic
caftaway.

Ambition, Now let vs come to fpeake of Ambi-

tion , which being the defire of honour,
doth very foolifhly and madly turne
many excellent men away frothe truth.
What, dowe thinke that we (hall finde
more felicitiein it 2 we do then deceaue
ourfelues . Itisintruth far otherwife,
for cuen as couctoufnefledoth mock vs
whilt it requits our worldly pains with
the excrement of the carth, {o in like
manner this dothfeed vs withfmoke &
wind,which rewardis as light & vaine,
astheothermatter is rude & indigefted:
both of them do throw vs as it were in-
to amoft dagerous whirlpoole,yet not-
withftading this is the more perillous,
for that it decciucth vs morc fubtlely

with
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with a faire glofle , and at the firflt fight
feemethmore excellent then couctouf
nefle. Some of them who haue euen c6-
fecrated andgeuen themfclues ouer to
Ambitidare 1n great fauour with Prin-
ces , fome others are made generals and
Licutenants of thefield ,and euery one
inhis feuerall degree,of office, honour
and dignitie are reueréced aboue others,
& feared efpecially of thofc whom they
may comand:they are clothed with pur-
ple,carlet,and cloth of gold,fo that cuen
all the dehights of the world do feeme to
be gotten for their {akesalone.But there
are few of them who perceiue how hea-
uie a burthen,cuen but one ounce of this
vaine honour is to them, how deare this
worlhip coftes them,and at what ahigh
price cuery ell of this fumptuous appa-
rell is fold swhich if fo be that mortall
mé would ferioufly cofider,there would
be none found which would buy thefe
things & repétice withall o deare.Ma-
ny come to great promotis by continu-
all feruice and greeuous feruitude,who
after feare no pikes , nor fticks toadué-
turc aioynt , an armeor alegge to fatif-
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22 A (briftian view
fie their Princes will and pleafure, who
yet fometime,will care more for an acre
or finall plot of ground lying conuicnt-
ly for his vfe , then fora hundreth ora
thoufand liues of fuch faithfull feruants.
Doubtlefle heis vnhappy who feructh
him of whom heis not beloued,anditis
alfo follie to thinke himfelfe in great ac-
compt with him who hath fetfo light
by his retinew and feruice, and caufeth
him to hazard and endanger his hife fox
cuery trifling occafion that is offred.
Many are aduiced by flattery,they ac-
cultome their tongues to fpeake & hads
of a cour- A :
cers Tife todoeuery thing chae may pleafc their
and ofthe Prince,yea & that many times whicha

A liuely
defcriptid

. prankes of good m could neuer find in his hait to

parafites, cgmie. It is che lot of thefe mé to put vp
athoufad iniurics in (port,& they mult
fuffer théfclues to be grofly abufed, Bue
although they arcfogreat and familiar
with their matters, cuéall their pathme
and delight,X as it were Iupmrﬁis own

-« darlings,yet fometime itis no otherwife
with them, then is wont to bewith the
keepers of thofe moft fierce and vruly
tealtes the Lyons : who although ;hcy.

1aue
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haue tamed.one of t1.& by great paticce,
by many a wilcapd allivement , yet fo
often as they grue him nicat they dilie
gently Jaoke to their liid to pull it bacle
againe,left by chaunce helighting vpon
it ,reach hus maitter a rewardout of the
grate for his feruice folong atume. Such
is theend very often of all thofe Courti-
ers,whoare chiefly in credit and i their
Princes cfpeciall fanour,

Itis a pleafure for Princes when they The dif.
haue exalted any to thehighclt degree pofition of
of promotion,fo that they hauc ateained Princes
the end of their labour , then againe to “l’“’.“"d
throw them downe from thetop of glo- . :::ti orss
ric tothe bottome of difgrace . If they .
haue enriched any they wring him like
awet fpunge to dry him againcithey are
louers and pleafers of themfelues, they
thinke that others are borne tobein bo-
dagc to chem and their pleafures. Fure
ther the blind Courtier fuppoleth that
hehath many friends , yea very many of
whom he is honored,but doth not once
confider that he is cuen fo regaded of
othersas himfelfe diffembleth Lonour
vato others. For thenoble men do defr
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pifeall bafepefants , neither at any time
falutc they any,but to their reproch. As
for theirinferiours becaufe they ftand in
need of their helpe,they do with them
well and vaile the bonnet, yet not to the
fo much as to their eftate,their robes &
dignitic . And their equals (amongeft
whotherefhould be the greateft friend-
fhip)doboyle with hatred and flanders,
trecherie and continuall enuie , and do
maceratcand torment themfelues, cither
by reafon of their owne bad lucke,or for
theenuie of other mens good fuccefle.
For enuie,then which there is no tormé
greater,is the very confumption of the
minde: o that you fee thefe men to want
all friendihip, the which all m¢ that are
intheir right wits hauc accounted the

chicfeft benefit which can cometo mor-
tall men.Willyou that I fec them out in
their colours yet more liucly2when they

begin to bein aduerfitie, and good for-
tune(as they call it )biddeth thé fayewel,
thé all men forfake thé,whé the frownes,
mélookeawry at thé,if they put offcheir

gorgious apparell , the nethat ca

know themany more .

14
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¢rariwile that thefe ornamentes be be- .
flowed vponany vnworthy and infa-
mous wetch , without all controuerfie
in regard of might and ticle, he fhalbe
madeheire of all that honour & eltima-
ti,which the firftman poffefled . In the
meane time they become hauty & proud
like to that packehorfe or afle in the
Poct,which whé he did fometime carrie
the goddefTe //is on his backe, did attri-
‘bute to himfelfe all that worthip which
was doneto the goddeffe . Euen fodo
thefe men not confidering that they do
but carrie profperiticas it were afles on
their backe , which of the commen {ort
is more worfhipped thé the perfons thé
fclues . But perhaps fome man may fay,
as long as he isin profperitic he linethat
leaft reafonably well and at his hearts
defire,and whofoeuer lucthin pleafure
three or foure yearesmore or lefle , his
wholelife isnot to be accompted mifcs
rable. Intruth he hathlived reafonably
wel with a witnefle,if this be to liue rea-
fonably well and quictly, to be vexed
with continuall feare of a downefall fi6
that high cftate vato which hehad afpi-
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red. and contmu illy to haucanafpiring
mind and annfatable defive of promo-
t16 Doeit thou {my fisen ) whilcft thou
conliderefthun fuperficially and with-
out thinkethat he hucth fafely and ioy-
fully ¢ looke thé into him throughly,in-
wardly thereis no fuch matter,he is cone
tinually ingreat heart-burne . Prifons
thou (eett are bunle fare and feeme bew-
titull without, but within are they not
full of deepe and darke dungeons,
fnakesand torments? Eu (0 they which
feeme to thee to dwell at ibertie and to
inhabite farre houles , they feele them-
~ felues ina great {trait:they whom thou
wudzzelt to bealoft & to haue the world
at willthey accoumpt themfelues to be
in a vile citatesand bafe condition. It fal-
leth out that they are ofeétimes as weake
whichunazine themfelues onely to be
ficke , as thofe which are very ficke in-
deede. And {o1tis with thefewho when
they might be langs, they deeme them-
felues no better then it they were fome
cainffe, & indeedethey arefo, fith weare
in very eruth that which wa thinke oue
felugsto be. Youfec them garded with
many
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many men,buc they litle credite thofe to
whomthey haue committed the culto-
dic of their bodies hawing continuall
feare both when they are folitaric and
when they haue companie : for being a-
lonethey looke behind them, & having
good ftore of company they calt their
eyes cuery where left any (hould hure
them,they drinke in pure filuer and fine
gold, yetthefe arcoftencr poyfoned the
the bricle glafle or the earthen veflell:
they lay themfelues vpon their beds of
downe,you fhall not heare fo much as a
moule to ftirre till they bea fleepe, nei-
ther yet can a gnat any whit trouble
their reft:notwith{tanding you thallfce
apoore countricman , by reafon of the
ftll noyfe of the ftreame theugh helye
in the opé market placeor in the crofle
hauing the cavch m {tead of his bed,and
heaué for his canopy,yct to flccpe more
voyde of care and more pleafantly, then
they when there is greatefi Alence and

quictnelfe,Fon‘ that their body is turned
& tolled to euery fide , they thinkethey
continually heare fome noyle,fo reftlele
s their aelt, (o vapleatant to the is pleas
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fant fleepe. Lo i thou further defireto-
know 1hat difterence thercis betwixe

thelc and «.iem which lyebound in the

deepe dungeonboth of them doubtle(le

are ﬁouu‘d with chaines and fetters, but

the onchath his body ladé with chaines

of iron,the other his minde with golden
gyues: The captiuche beareth hus bads,
and euen fo the Courtier,heisas faft in-

wrapped and intagled as the other. The

prifoner in the middeft of his forrowes
coforteth himflf & mitigateth his mi-
feriewith mufike , but the Courticr ve-
xeth himfelfec more gricuoufly, neither
¢ heeuer releafe or difcharge hus minde
fromcare. Thereforcthouart deccaued
if thou perfivadelt thy {cifthata Cour-
tier can hauca quict mind : thou indced
judgelt thé to be n an excellét place,be
caufc they ave crept vpto high promo-
tion , but by thelike follie thou mayelt
make ofalittle dwarfe agreat giant: if
when he fhall afcend vnto fome high
tower or top of amountaine,thou doeft
meafure the image together with the
foote & bafe of the fame, docft not thou
fhew thy felfea proper Geometrician,
- when
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whenthe body of th#12eCre ought tobe
confidered and meafis ™+ i¢ {elfe, and
not inregard of the place, whercupon
1t tandeth:Buceif (o be thou wilt confi-
derit afunderand feperately from the
foote,thou wilt finde that it isbue lietle
and low.So thou mdyelt them great mé
(iffo be that any thing may feeme great
onthe carth whichin regard of heauen

~is butasa pricke, but if thou couldelt

behold the inward parts of cheir minds,
thou fhouldeft finde them nothing at
all fo great: for true valour {tands in the
cotempt of all ehele vaine honors which
are before our eyes, inregard of which
they are flaucs though they httle thinke
themfelues {o to be,fich that chey ende-
uour with great care o clime higher, &

- neuer thinkethat they haue rifen high

inough. Many fet vp amarke for them-
{clues to thoote at , whichit they afpire
vnto, they promife them(elues to cnoy
reft & quictnetle : and admit they haue
their with and defire, yet {carce can they
hauetime to breath , for that defive of
promotid wherewith their minde is yee

- fomuch enflamed.For that thing which,
o BN >
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feemed to them when they were of bafe
degree tobevery excellent, they now
cfteeme very meancly of and of finall re-
putaié. Euery man adindgeth himfelfe
low , becaufe he feeth fome in better

slace then himfelfe, when hie ouglit to
confider that heis n very truthin great
dienitie, for that he cannet be ignorant
that chere 1s many a thoufand in the
world mnworlfe late then himfelfeand
“at alower cbbe,and at length he foareth
fo high, that eicher his wind therefaileth
him, or elfe frd théce he tumblech down
fuddely into che pit of miferie. Bueif fo
be thatby good micanes he be wherehe
would 1t 1s no otherwife with him, then
with themwhich dwell in the top of the
lower Alpes,he mult hazard not onely
the blultring wind and {tormy weatker,
bue haile,yea thunder,lightning and all
the violence of the awe whatloeuer,
which partly maketh mens mindes as it
were (haken and weatherbeaten,& pare-
ly doth entangle them in perilous dan-
gers , and fhewes all their force againft
fuch vaine and loftie perfons,to the end
to finite their pride as with thi’xdcrbol(ti,
an
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and to confumc the perfons themnfelues
todutand athes . You will graunt me
pethapsthe truth of all this,being driué
thereto by authoritic of examples as we
may fec abundantly in the recordes of
antiquitic and cthe monuments of hifto-
riographers . But thofc men (may fome
fay ) in the meane timedo feeme to be
exépred fromall thefe calamities,whofe
head nature her felfe hath crowned with
the diademe of honour,to whé (he hath
giuen the feepter and aduaunced from
their cradels to this {o high degreeof di-

gnitic,and that with fuch good fuccelle,

that they haue feemed to clime thither

without any labour ortroubleatall , &

therfore thefemay rightly be called hap-

picand blefled . And here happely the

cafe {o {tads that becaufe they are borne

and bred vp in the top of dignirie,they

feclele{le trouble then other men,{o that

vie preuaileth with thé as with the bor-

derers vpo the fall of Nilus,who become

deafcby reafon of the violent and fwift

falling of the (treame . e which isac-

cuftomed to the prifon doth not great-
ly defuelibertic 'Ehc countrimen of
Lo 3j




22 A Christianview
Cimeria who haue perpetuall night &
darknefle with not for day . And they
which Tie 1 the top of the highelt
Alpes fecle not the force ofthe fnow,
thunders and tempeltes: but yet theyare
not altogether freed , fecing very often
theightening doth as it were diminith
the glory ot their diademe and fhake the
fcepter out of thew handes, feeing that
both with the dangerous fnowes they
are enwroned theirmindeis blinded as
it were with thecloud of heainefle and
forrow. For they arc crowned but with
a thorie crowne,they beare a {eepter in
there handes but itis of reed, which a-
mo zelt other things moltfrayle,is moft
{ubiect rawindand weather , and this
crown it 14 fo far off thatie fhould miti-
gate the mricfand migrain of the minde,
or that thic feepter thoald banithand di-
fpel thofc cares and troubles wherewith
they arc inctembred, that both crowne
and feepter do euery where fetvpon, al-

fayleand torment them mott miferably.

Remember that famous Apophtheg of'
the Perfian Monarch, who (aid that no:
man would vouchfafe {o much as to

. take
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také vp the diademcifhe thould finde
it lying vnder feete , if he well knew
how heauie it would be to the bearer
thereof . And the fame Prince although
he feemed to rule fora time as helift,
and to allot to others at his pleafure
and difcretion both profperitic and ad-
uerfitic , whom all men indged onely
able to giue men tranquillitic yet not-
withftanding he ficely and frankly con-
fefleeh that there is nothing in the whole
circuit of the carth(of which he himfelf
was thé the goucrnour)but only forrow
and calamitic. What docft thou fuppole
othermen will fay ifthey will anfivere
one as they arc perfivaded 2 Ipafle by
thofe in filence wlio haue finifhed their

lif6 by fome infamous death, who haue

feen thedeftruion of their kingdomes,

yet haue liued long after with great {or-

row of minde , and who after all their

Princely iolytic and prodigalitic haue

been dren to end with mourning.and

calamitie, And L cometo Diouifisss that

Siciian tyrant, who did then cnioy a

mote peaceable life,whc being a fchole-

mafter he goucrned éhp youth of Co-

. i)
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rinthwith therod , then whenhe bare
the {cepter with the which all Sicilie
was tormented. What need I remember
Syl ? whoalthough hehad robbed and
impouerifhed the Romain common
wealth ( which before pilled and poled
the whole world ) yet was he neuer in
his life more quict,then whé he willings
lg' renounced his power,authoritie and
ignitic cuen with great hazard of his
habilitieand credit . Butlet vs require
the indgement of king Salomon,who al-
though that he was endued of the Lord
with certaine fingular prerogatiues,
with great riches,yea and had found out
the hidden treafures of the llandes , and
theriches o the world , yet doth he tell
vs plainly and cofefle 1n his Ecclefiaftes
after adiligent furuey and inquifition
made of this worldly felicitic where-
with God had abundantly blefled him,
that hefound nothing bue vanitie , la-
bour and vexation of {pirite. Letvs de-
maund of Aug:ftus Cefar the Lord of
the whole world,whé it was moft quict,
will he not anfivere that he was grecued
with the forrowes of his life paft , and
that

P iy Sl

H of life and death, 24
that therfore he preferred & withed the

ooreeftate and fecuritie, of apoore ma
Eeforc his own,& accofited that an hap-
py houre, which (hould relcafe him of
thae great gricuous burden of honour,&
caufe him to lise though with men of
bafe(t condition.So let vs enquire of 7'y
berins his fucce(lour in the Empire, and
he will confetle that he held his Empire
lile a wolfe by the cares {asit is inthe
prouerbe ) which hold hewould cafily
looft if he could efcape without danger
ofbyting,he would not then accuf(e for-
tune. he would not curfe the day which
hoyft him to that place , butafterward
tooke away the ladder fo that he could
not defcend downe againe. As for Dio-
¢lefin whomvertue and wifedome hath

reatly renowmed,hedid very ofté pre-
%crhis frecand voluntaric banithment
in Salon,before the maicftic of the Ro-
main Empire. And to conclude Charles
the fift , whom our age hath cfteemed
the moft happy of all men, wholiued in
many yeares before, he will curfe bis vi-
Qories,the enlarging of his Empire, his
eriumphes and vi&%riggs cnfignes, nei-

: iiij




Behold

26 A Chriftian view

" ther will he be athamed to confefle that

he got mere profitin one day by folita-
sinelle , then in all the triumphes of his
whole life befides Shall we now eftceme
‘thefemen happy inthe imaginarte cx-
cellencie,who account themfelues moft
vohappy , and iudged that oncly tobe
felicitie which diminifhed their digni-
ticand brought ameaner kinde of life2
who could fcartly findein all the world
any htle place where they might va-
burden themfelues of that great load of
honour,or any bed fo eafiewheremn they
may quietly take their reft.
Heisonly then a happy man, whois

the happy contdt with the portion that God hath

man.

giuen him,and he the moft vohappy of
all others , who cannot bridlehis defire
with the obtaining of his wiflies and fo
be at quiet and peace in his mind. Ther-
fore may Pirrbs; king of the Epirots be
wuftly deemed miferable , who that he
migt enioy a peaceable hife,ambitiouf-
Iy (aghe the rale of thewhole world,
fecking a far off to obtaine that thing,

which was before in his own power.Buc
snore vahappy wvas Alevander the great

e,

who

LoTm=er
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who though hewere the heire ofa great
andfamous Empire and Kingdome , &
was almoft the mo(t glorious Princein
the whole world,yet that he might fatif
fic his outragious ambition,he fearcheth
atter other worlds, whofe couctoufne(lc
and greedie defire was afterward quen-
ched withalitle ditch and contained
within the copafle of fix foote of grofid,
To be fhort though they were borne on
the top of the higheft Alpes,they would
alpire and ambitioufly defire ewen hea-
uéitfelfe, & endeuour by what meanes
they could tocome thither: and though
it thalbe permitted toany to fubiect to
their yokeall the kings of the earth, yet
they wil not be content,but bid battaile
to God himfelfe,neither will they make
an end of this their furie, beforethe al-
nughtic thall laugh ac their follie , and
fhal(whe as they do iudge and perfivade
théfclues to be {afely placed in the chaire
of eftate )as it were fcatter their prefup-
tuous pride by his might , breake their
{cepter in their hands,and beate them &
oppre(le them down with the diademe

. of their owne authoritic. But in a word
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all ambitious felicitie isof this nature,
that whofoeucr is addi€ted hereunto
doth fultaine much dammage to pro-
cure to imfelfcmuch hurt . And there
are fome who do hope by climing
highee that they fhalbe frecd fromall
cuill,nothing confidering that that felfe
fame degree , which they {o greatly la-
boured to obtaine,is bue a very heape of
all calamitie. Tomit thevuhappy lot of
thofe men , who haue bene all their l_ti
timevery dutiful,who haue waited with
cap inhand in the Court hauing hope
toreccaucfome greatreward ,butyet at
length theymay putall their gaine 1
theireye, and though they haue entru-
ded themfelues very egarly vpon the
fpoile, yet they fee to theirhearts gnef
fome odde fellow fome vpltart Gétlema
ofthe firlt head to haue all ehings be-
ftowed vpd him & toencrealcin wealth,
yea & to bethe receiuer of their reward
who hath not fo much as moued his
foote , whenas many other ¢ not keepe
that which they hauedo what they can,
withal their carking & care,but wil they
nil they,thatlitlechey haue will needs a-
way’
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way But fuch mé truly are efteemed the
moft vnhappy ofall, & indeede they are
fo cuéin this onething, becaufe they fee
their calamitie & are couidted as miferas -
ble in their owne iudgements. This may
{fuffice to thow that all riches,which that
foull feend of hel doth as through a win-
dow beltow vpd vs,are nothing elfe but
baites by which Lie might allure vs into
his net, & that thefe tranfitorie and mo-
mentary things arc {trange deccipts, by
which he doth miferably delude all our
vaine labours & endeuours beltowed v-
poriches. And finally that he is the moft
vnhappie of allmen whoin obtaining
thefe rithes hath had beft fuccefle.

But fome will indecde confefle that
the couctous man in his great plentie
enioyeth nothing,and that which was
wont tobe faid in the Prouerbe i3 veri-
fied in him,to wit that he wantcta that
which he hath afwell asthat wiich he
hath not, And that al(o the anbitious
petlon,whé he imagineth (hat he Bueth
woft pleafantly and according to his:
hearts defire , he then efpecially liucth
diflcommodioufly. And that both of th&
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procuteto themfelueseud in thisworld | will affaile and ouerthrow thee, whofe

hellith torméts . Yet they will demaund
whether thele-difcommodities areto be
found among them, whichapply them
felues to the adminiftration of law and-
iuftice, oramong them who dayly at-
tend vpd the Princes perfon,who feeme
to enioy their riches with pleafure, to o-
bey without.trouble of mind,and to ob-
taine very good credit ioyned-with .eafe
and quictnefle . This I graunt mightbe
peraducnture in former timesand in the
dayes of our anccltors , whenas there
were fome liucly fparkes of iuftice a-
monge(t mortall men :but in this pre-
fent and lamentable age 1 {eenot truly
how this {hould come to paffe : forif
thou fhallin ¢his timeintermedle with’
ublike affaires , either thou {hale deale
well or wickedly,if wickedly,thou fhale
kindle the wrathof the highelt againt
thee, and procure to thy felfc a guiltie
confcience,which will continually tor-
ment theeas it were with burning tor-
ches:but if well, thou fhalt get the dil-
pleafiire and hatred of men , and that of
no meane men., whofe enuieand malicf;l
wi

tyrrannie and crueltie will menace con.
tinuall threatsagain(t thee. Ifthou thale
obtaine a popular fame,thou fhalt pleafe
a furious beatt,but thou muft needes di-
fpleafc thy felfe . If thou thalt be alouer
of thy felfe , thou fhaltanger God and
dote for felfe loue.If thou (halt compofe
thy will to the will of God , thou fhale
fall intoa thoufand worldly dangers &
be troubled with innumerable difcom-
modities. From whence itis thatif you
weigh and confider thefpeechesof good
men, and them who hauc bene meetlie
well contét with their portion,you may
finde that fome haue defived ( whether
they {peake itin carnclt or being com-
pelled Icinottell, they fpeake thetruth
Y am fure) that they would change their
apparell with the husbandiman. And o-
thers haue accounted that they liue well
and coucnicntly who poflefle nothing,
Some other do complame greatly of the
courtly troubles and hurlibutlies, pro-
telting that they fecke all oportunitie
todepart .. To be bricfyou fhall fcarfly
finde any who 1s. not gricued with Lis

v
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lot , who enuieth not an other mans ¢
ftate , who would not willingly make
exchange of his owne, if he could finde
any other willing, to the bargaine. Who
s ot wearic of thofe ftudies to which
he hath cofecrated himfelfeand hislife?
whodoth not defire tobe rid thereof,(0
that he may get amore comodious pro-
feflion2what then (hall we doin fogreat
diucrfitic of opinions and cétrarietic of
sudeements ? (hall we fiic the companie
of man that we may finde if we ci more
Kinde and friendly curtefic ? what (hall
we hide vs in the woods & buthes with
wild beaftes? to the intent that we may
be freed from thelc perturbations of the
sninde2 or to conclude fhall we feparate
our felues from the focietic of all reafo-
nablc creatures ? And becaufe we wonld
be rid of worldly calamitie,(hall we go
away out of the worldit {elfe2 well fup-
pofe by this meancs we may obtaincas
peaceablelifeas we defire,fhal this thing
feeme to be of great weight? yetn truth
chis almoft alway falleth ont,that not e-
ucn they who do moft defire it,do fo di-

fpole their courlc that they can cntlcr
' the
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i the fame as they lift,neither do they who
i makeentry thercunto, find all that ioy-
\  full reft which they required, Thercare
fome who after afort may force them-
i felues to this,but when a ciuill modeftic
1 and worldly thamefaltnefle as fome
1 fcarecrow aftrayeth them, they {tandat

aftayn chemiddelt of their race, nei-
ther do they flirre one foote forward.
But they are altogether mad whom this
afhameth,which in their owne iudge-
ment they condemned , but yet greater
madnefle it is to make him of thew pri-
uic counfell whé they ought to account
their deadly fo.And otherfome thereare
who vnder this goodly faire pretence
arc induced to vndertake office and au-
thoritie,becaufc chey know that the ¢6-
mon wealth is to be regarded: But they
who fuffcr themfelues thus to be per-
fwaded , confider nothing that the per-
fwaders feeke themfelues alone,not any
. others good , and that the moftof them
would neuer care for the goucrnement
¢ of thecommon weale, vnlefle they ho-

ped to amend their priuate eftate by oc-
cafion of gouctning the fame, Againe o«
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thets ave hereunto drawne , fuppofing
they fhall bring many to honeltie by
their good example and orderly beha-
uiour, neucr a whit weying with them-
felues,thac it is favmore likely thata hii-
dred , yeathough they were Phifitions
themfclues,entring into a Citie infected
with the plague fhould dye , then that
any one being once tainted {hould be
recouered:but this is cuen totempt God
when one thal aduenture himfeltein the
infelted aire , where as there is no more
piefent counterpoifon for this difeafe
then todepare far from the place where
theplagucraigneth. To conclude thisis
very certame that itisas pollible that
one or two of Lots difpofition {hould
draw them of the Court of Sodome to
luerehzioufly, asit is for frefh {treames
which run into the Sca,to takeaway the
ale humour fromthe(ame. But as con-
cerning themwho exccll others in wife-
dome,& who hanearegard ofthe health
of the fouleafwell as of the body , who
do chufe vto themflelues a more holie
and pure place,{eperate fromthe conta-
gion and wicked dealing of the vngod-

ly,
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ly, whohautng the Angell of the Lord
to guide them do depart for a time with
suft Lo from the Court into fome lictle
and quiet Segor , wherc they may be far
from the deutlith cultome of'the world,
wl}crcout being remoucd they may giue
themfelues to {ome ferious contempla-
tion for the betteringand encreafing of
their knowledge. Truly I wil geant that
they are lefle fubic& to danger then the
rett,buc yet L will denic that they are al-
together free irom the common calami-
tic,cuen for this one thing , becaufe they

~transfer and carrie perill chicher with

their perlon . They flic the Court,but
the Court purfucth them, they do the
belt chey can chat they might wichdraw
them(elues from the world,and yet they
ave troubled with the world til their dy-
ing day. And {carfly in thishuge S waft,
world ci they find any litle caue wherin
they may hide théfclues tothe end chey
mightnot befound of the world, whiche
1s the enemie -that {o much purfucth
and defiveth their death. But if fo be by
the fingular goodnefle of Godthey be
delincred from thele dagers,then athee

D
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they are opprefled with pouerty or mo-
lefted with {trifc at home,or vexed with
fome farniliar fpirite , whereby it com-
meth to paffethat dayly by enemeanes
or other they may hauc fufhicient expe-
rienceof worldly miferie within them-
{clucs.

Furthermore,whichis athing greatly
to be luméted , we being delivered from
thefe outward troubles and combats,
there is yet acontinuall ftrife and diflen-
tion within our fclucs; the fleth wraft-
ling with thefpirit, the perturbations &
affc@tions with reafon, carth with heaug,
and the world for theworld,, which al-
chough it greatly be hunned of vs, yet
neucrthelefle it hath taken deepe roote
in the bottome of our hearts : but what
do I peak of this2fecing that they which
profelle with great proteftation & faire
promifes to {ly the world, arcoftétimes
decciued with the vaine hopeof worldly

srafe and ambition : others who faigne
that they do efchuc the world,, do yct
come to meeteit, and with openarmes
do entertaine it. And fome do forefufe
honor , as that by this meanes they open

them

o

Of hife and death. 47
them{elues adoore to dignitie , & fome
that they may be called, yeaintreated to
take promotion vpon them , will cuen
hide ¢hé {clues, that they might bemore
diligently fought vato. Soit happencth
that the difguiled world lueth fome-
times among them who would feee
moftto auoyd it. And doubtle(le we de-
ceiuc our felues if we follow the multi-
tude, with whom it cfpecially bearcth
{way. And if we betake our felues to fo-
litarie deferes, cué there hehath his den,
who tempted Chrift in the wildernefle:
and ifwe dwell alone, we finde himno
lefle bulic then in any other place, nei-
th_cr can e any other wayes difpach it
within Vs, vnlefle we our felues do die
vatoit. Forwe arc in the worldand the
world invs : fo thatifwe will feparate
out {elues trom thic world , it is conueni-
cnt that we depare from our felues. And
this departing is death it felfe. We feeme
to haue departed out of the contagrous
citic,but yet do we not fufficiently con-
ﬁ'dcr fhat we hauereceined the infe@tious
aire into the weake conltitution of our
bodies,nor that we ca}r)ric about as well
o 1j
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the plague asour owne fclues with s,
yea that weour felues are not the leaft
part of the plague in fomuch asit bea-
yethi vs companie vnleperably cuerie
where.cuenin the valt mountaines and
defert aildernefle.So that finally whileft
we auoide tie contagion ofothers, we
may well complame ofourowne. We
haue withdrawen our felues from the
companieofmen ,and yet we hauenot
viterly bamihed our feluesand renoun-
ced humame natare . This boyfterous
fea did trouble vs , our heart grieued
thereat,we were fea ficke there withall,
we chanced fhip alter thip co auorde the
(incll of the channell.and to be freed fro
this trouble, we 2o out of onc {trong &
well made nto one more flender, out of
alarge Gallias into a final pinnefle. Yet
tor all this we cannot feele inour {elues
anv reft and quretnetle, we loofe all oue
Labourand proiienothing atall, weare
alwayes beaten by tae fime furging, bil-
Jowes and waues : and finally the hauen
ofall nioreall men isonc and thefume,
ncither 1s any other hauen to behoped
fauc oncly dcath . For the changes ffom
one

i
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one ftate of life toanother do notalto-
aether take away “the {orrow of the
mind . Webeing as it were fickeand ly.
ing neare to fonc ftreet or market place
do prouideto be remoued farther oftyto
fome more quict roome : and yet not-
withftanding wearenot in health, our
feuer will nee leaue vs: yeaoftentimes
though we change bed, chamber, houfe,
country and all,we are not any wint the
qlxigtcr.V\’ll:\t then is the canfe? Doubt-
letle cuen this, that we find'our felus e-
uery where, and {ecke not fo much tle
change of our hife, as the alceration of
the place. Wedelive folitarinetle {hme-
times that we night avorde cavefulnetle,
to the end thae being at leylure we
might thakeoft the halter of caves. We
deliretoliue feuered fronthe company
of the wicked , vetwhither focuer we
carric our bodly , we beare chicher alfo
with vsour coucton(netlc.our pride.our
riote , andto conclude the wicked afte.
&ionsof our minde.which many waves
and continually vexe and tornient vs,
and dayly bung into our remambrance
the gatlick, onions, and ticth pots ot £«
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eipt. Thefethings doalwayes faile ouer
with vs in the famevellell, ac all times,
intoall coaftes, they denicall truce ,and
whether we will or no we muft needs a-
bidethe combate. But contrariwife if
we could difinifle this troupe of vices
which doth eate out cur minde,we theé
fhould finde without doubt peace and
tranquillitic,whether we liue(r in folita-
rinc{le,or frequented che greatelt mul-
titudes and aflemblies,

The whole life of man in this prifon
. of the body isa continuall warfare. For
when we regard not outward dangers,
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hils , n6 not though we fhould hide our
fclues in fomehole or den . Onely death
helpeth here , which by diuorce of the
foule from thebody,the pureand cleane

art,to wit the foulcfrom thevncleane
Eody , doth make agreement of thofe
pattes,which being ioyned and coupled
together inone ma,could neuer be withe-
out contention, except the fpirite could
haue remained altogether {ubdued van-
quithed and finothered.
Now although [am not ignorit,that
then exercifes , who betake themfelucs
to folitarinelle for the {tudic of Diui-

v

nitie or humanitie or of other artes and
fciences , are far valike vto the fond &
-~ foolith pleafures of hunters (which do

weare {etvpon by priuic pollicies and
fecret decertes. So foone as the Grecians
do breake vp the ficge and blow there-

A i

tire, Smon that varlet doth labour by his
crafty trechery to betray the Citie to the
Grecia power. Wemuft therfore watch
and ward continually , alwayes hauing
vpon our backe our armour , and our
weapons in our hand , left by ourfecu:
riticand prefumptuous confidence,we
be intrapped by our enemics . For by
what meanes fhall we cfcape their hads?
not by the helpe of woods,of waters, or

learpe all their life time o fpeake well

make the moft meén cruel & wild,whofe

minds arc corrupted with this delight)

yet cuenthey mult needs yecld to the o- .
s . ~ The vani«

pinion of the mott wile Salomonand - ;- ©

confelle with him that all thefe things oy racher

(in their indgement who are fincerely ofprofe(

affected)are altogether vanitic, & bring fowrs of

continuall vexation of minde. Forfome ‘g(s.'
rimer,

: sand Rhice

buf they never meditate how to go- oricka,
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uerne their life well.Others whileft they
declareand veter the fubtill fecretesand
quiditics of Logilce, that they may finde
out what reafon is: arevery often defti-
tute of the naturall light and iudgement
of reafon, And fome lcarneto dinide all
things by Arithmeticall fraQtions, and
yet they come not fo far as todeale vp-
rightly in giuing their brother his own
in the fmalleft matter . Many by the
helpe of Geometric afligne and appoint
outland marlkes , do feperate one field
froman other, and do meafure Cities &
Prouinces,but yet they cannot findany
inltrument to meafure themfelues . The
Mufitian by confent and time of voyces
maketh pleafant and {weet harmcnie,
when ashe hath nothing melodious.no-
thing in timein his owne minde, but e-
uery thing iarrcth by reafon of the per-
turZ)atlons of the fame . The Aftrono-
mer whileft he ftedfaltly gazeth vp to
the skies to beholdthe courfe of Plan-
nets and Starres,he {tumbleth and fal-
leth into the diech vader his tecte , fore-
telling what fhall come to pafle afeer, he
loofcth thofe things thatare prefent:and
hauing
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hauing his eyes fixed on heaué,his mind
lyeth groucling in frayle aud carthly
things. The Philofopher difputcth cun- Philolo.
ningly of the nature of things , yet Phic.
knoweth henot himfelfe. T he Phifition phificke,
curcth & carcth for the difeafc of othet
mé, but in the difeafes of his own mind,
heis as blind as a mole: he feeleth the al-
teration of his owne pulfes , yet he is
caralefle to remedic thac hot burning
feuer of his minde, whereof heought to
haue efpeciall regard. The Hiftoriogra- Hiftoric,
pher hath at hisfingers endes the hifto-
ric of the Thebane and Troian warres,
and yet is ignorat what is doneat home
within kimfelfe, The Lawyer inuenteth Law.
and enacteth lawes for the whole world,
when he cannot containe himfeif with-
in the compaffe ofany. To concludethe
Diwmnedifputeth carneftly and ferioufly Divinitie,
about faith , but willneuer make men-
tion of charitic, he fpeaketh of God,but
forgetteth to helpehis neighbour. Ther-
forc learning and knowledge do wearie
the minde with vnce(lant trouble, and

ef,-can neuer bring a man to quict-
néfleor relt. For how much our vadet-

v
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ftading is more enlightned with know-

ledge,fo much the more we endeuour to
encreafe it, neicher doth any are take a-
way thofe contfouerlies , which trouble
out minds,or remoue (as fith the Poct)
thofe miferable hurlie-burhes or cares
of theminde, which do {lic continually
cucn about their vanted & {tately buil-
dings. Truly arts,they adorne the mind
with learning, but they do not free it
from viccand corruption, they make a
maneloquent, but nothing good, they
bring knowledze, , but no wiledome.
Moreouer the nearer that any man hath
attained toripencile of knowledge, fo
much more he cuen confeflech that he
hath profited nothingace all , by how
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feftiss , the which whofoeuer moft tho-

roughly vnderftideth heisendued with

greater wifedome then any other, and

gocth before all men in Perfection. To

be thort,let vs confefle with Salomon &
{et down for a truth that the fearcofthe
Lord, is the begmning of wifedome,
though truly it fceme mecre follic to the
world,& be accounted by all that walke
after the fame to be altogether worthy
of deadly hatred. So that as he is to feare
nocull , who feareth the Lord, becaufe
all his mferie turncth jnto happinc(le,
fo muft he not hope for any good of the
world, whé asheisin perpctuall'hatrcd
with the deuill, who is accounted the
Prince of the world.

much hismindeis moreladen withlear-
ning , by fomuchhe findeth it more
hight agdremptic : in fo much that what
knowledge foeuer amancan get m this
life, it is in regard of chat we know not
but alitleyuatitic,yeaour greateft wife-
dome coliltechin the knowledge of our
owne foolithnetle and ignorance:and to
conclude the whole perfe@ion of man

Furthermore in what kinde of trade A deferip.
focuer we patle our time, it skillech not: tion of Sld
old age creepeth vpon vs,it ouer taketh A
vs{lily andon thefudden, it hangethon oo
ournecke , it will gricue vs,at all times, the cala-
and afTaule vs alway whether we be in mities of
the company of a few or many , or whe- the fame,
ther we feperate our {clues 15 themal-

together . Many leucll all their deuifes

.~
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ftadeth in the knowledge of his imper- at Bhis marke,to-wit that when they are
' fe&tions
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old they may be free from all cares , may
liue pleafantly,and enioy both health &
reft of body. Butitfallethout contrary
to their expectation,for in old agewe ci
rcrccauc {car{ly any thing elfc , butan
1eape of all our former aduerfitics,
wherein all our infirmities may more
eafily bud forth againe, wherewith our
lite hath bene fpotted,theninany other
age which we haue ouerpafled. A man
may fee here the weake and vnprofita-
ble childhood though fupported and li-
cenfed by thew of authoritic , which is
efpecially and in the firlt place to bela-
mented. And fecondly now do we fufter
pumthmét of the vorulinefle of youth-
full yeares, by the goute, the palfie, che
ftone, and many other difcafes of the
fame kinde,which tormenta manwon-
derfully in every pare andioynt of bo-
dy. The watchfulnefleand carefulne(le
of our middleage,and the hot affetions
of themindeare recopenfed with blind-
nefle , deafnefle and in one word with
lofle and privation of all our fences, ex-
cept onely the fence of forrow. Death e
claimeth wrifdi®tion oucr cuery partof

out
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ourbody, that it might bring vs wholl
into fubie&tion to it , and here it falleth
outno otherwife withvs , then with
thofe who arein other mens debts, who
when they hauc nothing to pay doal-
way feare the day wherein they fhould
difcharge the band . And though there
be nothing at all remaining which is
our owne,but death claime euery thing
as his , yet our vices do euen then not
onely liue within vs,but alfo nature ftri-
uingagainft thé, they do dayly more &
moregrow vpand encreale . Thecoue-
tous man though he hath put one foote
into the graue, and as they fay he is eué
ready for Charons boate,, yet notwith-
flanding he then ceafeth not to hide his
money mn the ground as meaning one
day to diggeitout from thence againe,
The ambitiousman appointeth i his
wil that his funerals be fumptuoufly fo-
lemnifed, and caufeth tombes and mo-
numents to be ereéted in remembrance
ofhisfinnes. Thelafciuious man when
he cannot with his feete (hisbody being
decayed)heyet as it weredaunceth with
hi¢ Thouldets , his vices haue forfaken
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him, yet he cannot giue them the fare-
well. The Infant longeth to bea young
man, and when heis fo, hehatha loa-
thing therof. The young man haftenctlt
his growth inhope toattaine to ftayed
yeares , fo being,he alfo fecleth the pre-
fent cuils of that age, and he grieueth at
the (lippery andvaine pleafures of his
life paft,neither fecth what moreis to be
wilhed for by himin the age which en-
fueth: the which when heattaineth,he is
both more foolifh then the infant be-
caufe hein vavne grieucthat the lofle of
histime which will neuer returne, and
fo forgeteethall hismiferie paft. And
alfo morc vnhappy then theyoung mi
for that when as a miferable death doth
commonly follow an vnhappy life, he
then may fee that he hath nothing re.
maining bue macter of defpaire. But he,
(who from the flowre of his youth hath
encountred and valiantly behaued him
{clfe againft the fleth and the world,
who hath vadertaké thefe fo great trou-
bles that he might both learne to dve &
to forfakethe world before his time, be-
fides all thefc cuils,he feeth that himfelfe
is

W —_
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ts ouertaken and opprefled with that
reat and lamentable difeafe ofold age,
and feeleth alfo that his flefh though it
be wafted with fo many difeafes and e-
uils,is yet ftronger then the fpirite. Tell
me I pray you what commoditie can he
expectof all thefe but this one, and that
very finall,to wit, that he {ecth himfclfe
at deathes doore , and that there fhalbe
an end of that combat ,and that he (hall
thortly haue deliucrance out of that pri-
fon wherein he hath bene tormented
and racked all his life.Xomit here the 1n-
finitc calamitics whercto manin cuery
ageis fubiect,as death, banithmit,exile,
outlawrie of kinfmen and friendes , the
wrath or indignation of potentates,and
many other of the like fort continually
incident vnto thisworld. For one is for-
rowfull for the death of his children, an
other contrariwifcfor thegreat charge
and burthen of children , one lamenteth
for the death , an other for the life of his
wife , oneis difcontented for his great
placein the Court,an other 1s not con
tent if he be lower then he defireth.
Tuis the world is fo full of euils that to

bbb
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defcribe themaall, would requirenolefle
compafle then the world it felfe . But to

be brief whofoeueris the happieft of all

vnder the Sunne,thall in his own iudze-
ment be vohappy,if he compare thae fe-
licitic which he enioyeth with thole{or-
rowes which he fuitaineth . And they
who do often admre the goodly and
profperous eftate of their naighbours, if
they had but three dayes experience
thereof,they would with all their heares
furrender their title to the fuft that
would haueit. And ifany man would
diligently weigh with himfelfe all the
difcommodities which he hath endured
for the obtaining ofhis pleafures ,and
which he fuffereth for the maintenance
of thé fame (I {peake onely of thole de-

. lights which are of fome reckonmng and

not of thofe which are momentarie and
witheras the flower)he (hall by his own
verdiét be conuiéed that the keeping of
them is frauzght with miferie and crou-
ble. So that we may from hence gather
this neceflarie conclufion, that our in«
fancic is a certaine foolifh fimplicitie,
our youthalfo avayne iolliti,, that cuv

mans
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mans eltate is carefull perplexitic, and
our old age extreme maladic , that ou
eyes arcnothing but teares , our ‘plea-
furcsas agues to our minde , that ourri-
ches are the torments and rackes of che
of the foule, our honoursave burthen«
fome vanitics, our quictne(le meere vn-
quietnefle,and finally our eroweh from
azetoageis nothing but the changing
of euill tor euill,yeaofa lefle for agrea-
ter. T hus doth one waue drine anotice
ullat length we artiueat the hauen of
death, Lee vs then conclude that ehis lile
is a defive of that which 1sto come,a for«
rowfor that thac is patt,a mifliking and
loathing of that which is tafted,, a lon-
aing for that, the favour whercof we
know not , a vayne remembrance of the
ftate pafled, an vicertaine hope of fu-
ture condition,and to make an end, that
nothing1s fure which is thercin,but on-
ly the certaintie of deathand doubtiull
vncertaintie of thefunc.

Behold death now approcheth , fee There. ‘.‘
how it draweth neare to vs.Bchold how “‘f‘;]""?'}‘f’_ !
it maketh vs affrayd thereof Now et vs 1 e
copfider well whcthcrirlgc fuchascom- dreadfull,

i
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monlyitis efteemed tobe , whether i¢
thould be fo fhunned as oftentimes 1t 1s.
We deale cuen like fearefull children
whom we fee fearcd by a difguifed per-
fon ,or terrified with fome bugbeare.
And this is one caufe of our feareful-
nefle, that we conceavenotofit , asie

isindeede : butimagineitto be feuere,

dreadfull and,vnplc&ﬁnt, likeasitis acs
cultomed tobe painted on thewals, und
for this caufeI fay we runne away when
it commeth. For while we are occupied
in thefe vaine conceits,we caufc fodeepe
animpreflion thercof to ramaine inour
mindes , that wecannot take fuch a iuft
view of it as were conuenient.But let vs
ftand falt let vs not ftare,nor fearcto be-
hold it itedfaflly & with both oureyes,
and wefhall findeit to be very vnlike to
that which is drawneout by puinters,
and of a more comely countenance then
it feemeth to be by the flattering per-
fwafion of our forrowfull life. For death
itmaketh indeedean end of life : but of
what life2 cué of that life which is meere
calamitie and acontinuall commotion.
Sothenit is the end of our miferie and

grid",
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gricef , the hauen of reft , and the doore
whichwedo take to be free from all da-
ger.What (hal wefeare this which brin-
geth vs into the hauen after we are pal-
fedall danger of thipwrake 2 but thou
wilt fay thereis gricfin death: it is very
true,no man will deny it.For as we fecle
gricfin the healing of our wounds.euen
foit commeth to pafle in all humaine
affaires that forrow cannot be cured
without forraw , but thatone forrow
is remedied by the helpe of another
There muft be launcing and cutting or,
elfc the brufed partes of thy body will
neuer becured. '

Further thou wilt obic& that the paf- A confir.
fage tohfeby death is very hard and dif- {771 of
ficult . Why? thou canft findenio hauen 5, s
theentrance whercofisnot very flraite, difficuliy.
narrow,and hard to enter. Andwhat is
itin this world ifitbe any thing worth
which 15 not purchafed by labour
paines and danger. The entrancemuft
needes be laborious if we our felues do
makeit laborious , ifwe arviue thereat
with a troubled confcience and with
griefofminde,with vnruly cogitations,

E jj
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and without any preparation at all. But
1Fwe baue a calime , conftant and quict
mnde,we thallnather finde danger nor
aricf therein But what erict | pray you
15 therein deathican it be any other then
A tormenting of the fence ? weaceule it
as thouah e were oncely the fountaine ot
all cutis which troublevs m theendmg
ol o hivinar confiderins thatwe haue
lotore tine fclaedfar grv.';lfcr' ,tharwe
I oue b eftentimes shiuoft bought to
Seatnes doare which vet we haue elca-
ped o and et wehane wreltled out of
Crofe calumitivs ter which we hane wis
facd for de 1 e teliv, Pinally weare ve-
yv ynthankefull vito death.For fuppole
ecaiea hilegriel cuenat the ending of
cur Nife, thatit mightcaufe all griefto
ceafefor cuer,what thal we not patient=
Iv beare it confidering, that whether we
Degin or continuc the courfe of our lile
we are compafled about with carefull
ancuith, & that it is impolfible that our
Jiic thould ener haueend without fome
fence of griefand feeling of forrow?

Ourlifeis  Wedonot1 fayvnderffand thatitis
surgact, not our deach but the end of our lifs

which
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which doth afHict vs, the cid of our na-
uigation, and notthe haveninto winch
we do enter for which weare fo forrows
{ull, and which indecdeis theend ofall
troubles and thebeginning oftrucfeli-
citte, why do we then cdplaine of deariy,
whenindeede our lif: is racher to be la-
niented 2 Dowe notdeale asthougha
patient being almoftrecoucred of {ome
long continued ficknefle , hould ima-
gine that hishealth,and not the rehiques
and retidue of his dieale (hould bethe
caufe ofhislaft paines ? Tellmel pray

youwhat is it to dye , but to makea re-
mouall out of the world 7 what,do we
fecle any painc when we are departed
out of the fame? s this then fimply and
ofit felfc a miferableeltate not to enioy

the world ? when are we more like vato
dead menthenbeinga fleepebue yee we

_ arencuer at greater quict? Thercforeif

there beno gricfin fleepe , why dowe

thinke thatdeath doth bring thele for-

vowfull panges ( which ought rather to

bemmputed to lite frd whence they pro-

ccede ) when the foule departeth afun-

der from the body 2 %‘xccpt by the fune
i)
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reafon we will foolithly accufe that time
wherein we were not , for the griefwe
fele in chebeginning of our life, which
iffo be no man entreth without wee-
ing, what maruell isie ¢hough the end
{:. anfwerableto the beginning:Ifwhen
firlt we are borne, we warpethe webbe
of forrow, why fhould it feeme {trage if
with futable woofe,we weaue & worke
it out?If we had no paine,when we were
not in the world & now afterward whé
we are comeinto thelight arencuer free,
anfweremethis queftic whether of thefe
eftates we thall moft miflike, cither the
time when we werenotat all , orall the
while fince we had any being2Thusisie
thoughtand {uppoled,that then we on-
ly dyc,whé weyeeld vp the ghott, bue if
we would aduifedly confider,we (hould
finde thatour felues arein dying cuery
day and cuery houre and euery momét.
Why,what do we conceaue of death as
of fo {trangeathing whenas there is no-
thing (o familiar and common about vs?
Our hifeis nothing elfe but a continuall
death : forit dothas muchdecay as it
doth encreafe « Looke how much we
- gaing
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gaine euen fo much we loofe therof. We

~ cannot goone ftep forward inour life,

but fo much the nearer we approch to
our deach, Hethat hath (pent chethid
part of his life,is dead (o far asthat por-
tion goeth and hethat hath(pent the
jut halfeis halfe dead, That pare of our
Life which is paft is dead , that which is
prefent doth both liuc, and dye at the
famein(tant, and that which is future is
likewife ubic® vato death. What(oe-
ueris paftis not at all, whatfocuer is fu-
turcis not yet, and whatfoeuer is pre-
fent thatoncly is excant, and yet euen i¢
hath no long continuance . Finally our
wholelifein generall isnothing elfe bue
asit were a kinde of death.Ie may there-

_ fore becompared vnto a candle lighe in

our body, which in many the wind wa-
fYeth,in fomeit fodriueth the flamethat
it feemeth tobebut light on the one fide
alone,inothers it continueth well,and is
nourithed ¢il 1¢ be quite burnt out,how-
foeucr it is,how clearely & brighely foea
uer it burneth,by the fame butning it is
confuned:the brightne(le is the walting
ofit,the lightis as ﬁ%okgz which fpecde~
: 7] .
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ly vanifheth, the laft fparke is the Ll
fiuffeand drop of moyfture. Euen fuch
altomether is the flate of mortall hfe,
t'at to line and dye is oneand the fclte
fame thing vato man.If thenwe call the
Laft gafpes and breathings death , we
mult needes give the fame voto rthe for-
mer,becaufe they all do {pring from on¢
fountaine and flow after the fame man-
ners onely thereisthisonedifference be-
twixe this that we name hfe , and that
which we terme by the nameof death,
that folong astheone remaineth there
is dayly mumiftred fufliciene mateer and
ozcation of death , but afeerche other
thereis no hope of life any morve . For
this is graunted of all, that they who
tlunke that deathis the laft end of man
haue no caufe to feave : for whofoeuer 15
dctirous of long Lifethe lume manis alfo
delirons ol fong deach ,and he who fea-
reth left death thould affayle him oucr
fuddenly, this he feareth (that we may
fpealee properly) lelt he thould want
muteerand ecca'io of death.But we who
are inued not with thelight of natuare,
but with the preceptes of God kn]o\v
that

==
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that death is far an other ching , for we
will not fow comforts togither to our
felues, according to the manner of the
heathenagainft it.but euen it thall {tand
vsin ftead againftall atth&ions what(o-
cuet.Neither will we be very carefull to
learne after thei fathion cither to con-
téncornot to fearethe force therof, but
thus racher how it is to be hoped for,and
with what defircto beembraced:for that
weaccount it not fo much the end ofall
gricfand forrow , asa plentifull heape
and abundanceof good things, and not
theend oflite , but the end of death .nd
the beginning of immortall hfe, There-
fore Salomon faid very well that much
better is the day of our death, thé of our
birth, Why fo2becaufe it is not vto vs
our lalt day, but thefirlt arifing of that
cucrlafting light and moft happy lite,

wherein we (hall not loath the troubles 1nheauen
of things pafled , nor carcfully defive is happis
things tocome, for that all things arc nelivs

prefent,, and ehat which is prefent (hall
ncuer haue end, Then thallnoman ferue
any more thelevayne and wretched al-
Ircments,but his foule (hall enioy ma«
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ny true,fweetand found delighees . Nei-
ther fhall we ( who fhalbe partakers of
the heauély manfids) care for the gathe-
ring of earthly eveafures,having loft and
layd away that earthly mafle , which
clogzed vs with the burthen thereof, &
kept vs groueling on the ground. Blind
ambit13 (hall not thZ inflame cur mind,
neither (hal we defive greater promoti,
. and to beaduaunced to honour and au.
thoritic,when being placed ighcr then
any dignitie in the world , we thall de-
ride thefollicof all them , who now are
in credite and admiration, who will for
cuery tiiflebid and make battale,and
like children contend cuen for nutsand
apples. Then thall we feelenoinward
combate within our (clues as before we
did , when thefleh fhalbe altozether
mortified, and the {pivite enioy the full
fruition of perfe viuification, whéthe
perturbations & affeétions of the minde
fhalbe buried intheearth , and reafon
fhalbe reftored to freedome and liber-
tic.Then fhall the foule be deliuered oue
ofthisfilthy and foule prifon, whercin
this long time it was infe€ed , and had
almoft
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almoft gottenas it werean habite,& did
finle vnder the burthé thercof,& (hall ae-
length be refrethed , and dwellin a pure
aire, (hall acknowledge her ancient and
former mifion houfeand remember her
former glory & dignitie, This fleth (my
friend ) which thou feele(t , this body
which thou doelt touch it is not man.
Man isa Citizen of heauen and from
théce fetcheth hehis pedegree, thisis his
countrie,& that aire wherceby he ischee
rithed and nourithed.If thou behold the
body , thoufec(t onely the place of his
exileand banithment: But man proper-
ly confitteth of foule and fpirite,heis of
an heauenly and diwine nature which
hath not any iote of groffe matter withs
init . But thebody 1slike vntoabarke
or {hell wherein the fpirite it thutvp &
hid:we muft needs break it if we would
come forthof it, and if we would liue &
fcethelight. Weafter a fort perfwade
our fclues that we hauelife & fence,whé
in themeane while wecan fcarlly fpread
forth our wings beingaltogether benti-
med and enfeebled by flouthtulnefle, fo
fitx are we of(being ladé with this cartllh-
2 y
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ly mafle of corruption ) from mountine
alofeand flying vp towards heauen. We
indecde fee but asit were through fpe-
&acles,which deceaue the fizhe,we haue
eyes,but they are coucred as withaperle
or webbe. We imagine we fee ,but with
thele falfe vifions and imazinations of
our deames we are deceaued . What(oce
uer we either poflellc or know allisbut
meere iugglingand leger-demain.One-
}ydcath ic1s that giueth both hfe and
ighttovs . Andyct wedofo degenc-
rate into the nature of brute bealtes,
that we admire that which would de-
priue vs both of life & fizht. We accoiie
our felues Chriflians , and we belceus
that afeer ¢his life we fhall haueimmor.
tall life, and that death is nothing elfc
but the feperation of the body from the
foule , whichreturneth to chat happy
reft,wherefor cucrmore it enioyeth the
ioyful prefence of God,in whé dwelleth
all gooduefle,and in who ave hidall che
trealires of happine(le. Alfo we belceue
that(alter the end & colunmmatis of this
world)the foule thalbeioined to thebo
dy again,which (hall neuer any more be

fubict
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fuble@ tocorruptis , Thus dowefill &
flutfe great volumes with heroicall and
worthy fentencesbut when it cothmetly
tothe point indeede , thenwe trentble
and are affrayde of death whenit is but
once namcj , as though it werc the
moft terrible of all things in the world.
Put why do we fo I pray you if we
giue credite to thofe things I haue
before rehearfedwhat, (hall we abhorre
eruc pleafures and felicitie? if this be noe
fo. truly then this muft needes be cone
tefled ot vs, that wedo not in whole
bue in part beleeue, and that thisis but
mecre ljabl'mg,wh'lch we haue vttered,
and that all thefe our fpeechesare bue
the bragges and vauntes of fome cra-
king Thrafo :and to conclude , playne
vamticofwordesand fpecch. Thereare
fome who affivme that they are perfiva-
ded that after this life they (hall hauea
far better , and that they do not doubt
any thing thereof ,but onely they feare
the way wherein they muft tread which
feperateth this life from theformer.But
thefe mé are white liuered & falf harted
- fouldicrs, who when they haue many a

a
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time hazarded death to preferue thejp
life, when they haue endured many a
pangand manya wound, yea the dager
of death it felfe at the commandement
and appointment ofan other ,'euen for
things moft vile,moft frayle , moft fub-
i€t to deltru&tion & fuch as draw their
maftersafter them to perditia:Now whé
they hauebut afteptogo, and the leaft
part of their iourney behind,which whé
they haue pafled chey atteine reft and
quiet,the which fhall laft not fora day
but for cuer , thewhich is notany com-
mon or meanc happinefle, but fuch as
cannot be comprehended by mans rea.
fon or capicitic,they quake, they eréble,
they feare, & altogether forget chat feare
aloneis that encmy which will giue ¢hé
the ouerthrow.For in vayne do they ac-
afegricl with the whicfx they fay they
arctroubled . Thisis but a friuolous
thing, this rather is their purpofc chae
they may findeacloake wherewith they
may hide their incredulitic.For I fee not
by what meanes they will perfivadc this
vnto any,wheé they had rather beconfu.
n¢ed with continuall paine of the gouts,
fciatica,

—p—
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fciatica, or ftone then to loofe the vic of
this prefent Lifeand to exchange it for
abetter by the meanes of fome gentle &
mild kindeof death . Nay they had ra-
ther be difinébred. or confumed by fom
fharpeand vehemét ficknefle.& tolive.
as 1t were in bondage to their fences,af-
feQions and a&tions,théto be del.ucred
by fome fpecdy death frd all thefe cuils
& fo to liue for cuermore. But they will
cuningly make this prety excufe,name-
ly that they defive long life,to the intée
they might learne tolive: which (hift of
theirs is very palpable,and all men per-
ccauc and know by experiéce this their
pollicie.For rather thou thould(t learne
theart of dying , which thou mayft a¢
1egth happely put into pradife, & thou
muft dayly dye vnto thy fclfe. Therfore

thou oughtelt to hauethy mind (o pre-

pared for cuery occafis, and thy felfe fo
ready as though cucry day wercthe fura
theft terme ot thy life: But alasit is far
otherwife,feeing no word can befo ter-
rible to themas that which bringeth ¢hé
inminde of death, What mad and fots
tith men are we,who for afinall pay and

*
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aduantage will beare armes and hazard
our lite-ac the curtefie of vncertains
chatice,in hope of obtaining the {poile:
we wilbe thefirft chat thal feale the wals,
aduenture thole places {1 whence there
isno hope of fafe returning . What is
tl:is but carelelly to caltaway both bo-
dy and foule 2 But thae at thelength we
1y be freed from thefe eroubles & ca-
{nalties.purchale ineftimable treafures,
& enter euerlalting life,we muft fe be-
fore cur eves a patlage,which hath only
this one difficultic to attaine the know-
ledge thereof. And we muft haue anoa
tion of fuch a way,which valefle it were
fure that wemult needes patle thereby
whether we willor no,and that God e«
ucn againft our wills doth well prouide
for vs therin, we are fo hardened by our
owne aducifitics , thatalmolt no body
swould befound who would vndertake
thciourncy though he werceucn cone.
fumed with all kinde of miferie.
Furthermore fome other laieth the
faultin his age, and afhrmeth that he
fhould a great deale more willingly
veeld vatodeath, if he were ﬁ&ilc ar
three-
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Heknoweth (without all doubt) who
hath enioyned thee thele duties , the (et
times and howers when thou thoulde(t
therein be occupied, he knoweth when
thou fhouldeft take thy reft.and he will
wholy diret his owne worke. It may be
thatif he fhould fuffer thee to line any
longer inmifery thou woulde(t perhaps
faint virder thy burthen. But if liberally
he (hall reward theefor thy feruice,and
fhall caft thee out of therace and from
the combat,and fhall giue thee as much
for thy halfe dayes labour as for the
wholc,as much forthy mornings work,
as1if thou fuftained(t theheat of the day,
wilt not thou the more celcbrate his
praifes and be thankfull vneo his facred
maicity 2 But cruly if chou fhait enter
into the clofet of thine owne foule, and
ranfacke the fecrets of thy confcience,
thou muftnceds confefle that thou halt
not pirticd the caule of the widow, ney-
ther waft vexed for not minmftring i
{tice vatotheorphan,neither haft thou
performed thydutie to thy child, pa-
rents and friends, nor thy cbaflage in
the behalfe of chy countric commuteed
F ij
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vato thy fidelitic , nor giuen that due
honour to God , with whofe loue thou
feemedft to beinflamed , who knoweth
farre better how to imploy thy feruice
then thou thy felfe. Thy mindis on o-
_ther matters,cthou neuer doelt thinke of
this,there are houfes and gardens which
withdraw thy cogitatios, the platforms
of thy buildings arc vaperfe@, yea thy
vnperfectandinchoate life will not fuf-
fer thee to foare any higher, whichalfo
thoufeareft thou (hale neuer perfect, yet
itdiligently thou wouldelt confider , e-
uen one moraent would be fufficient to
perfettthe fame,to wit,ifthou wouldeft
carcfully marke, that 1t mattereth not
when this life thal be ended,{o that thou
endeuor that it may haue an happy and
zood end. Andto make a good end in-
deed of the courfe of our life,is nothing
cls but chearfully to hafté vs to the goal,
willingly to obey the gacd will of the
almightie,and luftily to follow him for
our guide with great circumfpetion,
le(t we fhould be drawne by the eares,
andinforced herevnto, as the prouerbe
is)by courfc of fatall de(tinic, And more
willingly

————
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willingly thall we doe thisif we defire
it with hope , and without any fearc or
terror,the which we fhall thus molft ca-
fily obtaine,if we {tedfaftly belecue thae
thelife o come isfar better then that we
now inioy.And this truft and furc hope.
of a better life the feare of God will
workein vs,whom if wetruly fcrue, we
ncede not feare any thing in this world,
but hope that we {hall haue thefruition
of all things in theworldto come . He
thatis perfuaded of thefe things, death
cannot bebut welcome & comfortable
¢o him,whenby this feparation of the
foule from the body he thall know this
for a certaintic, that he muft and fhall
inioy the heauenly Hierufalem, & place
of allhappine(le and felicitic.Ifthere be
any painc or areefein death, it fhall be
aflwaged by the fweetnefle that wil fol-
low after the fame, He fhall caltof the
cup of patience tempered with hope,
and the fling of death fhall loofe his
force,which onely flriketh vs with his
dreadfull dare of feare . Thismorcouer
will I fay,that he which hath thus armed
him(clfe fhall not be ternfied with any
1ij
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imagination of euill which death doth
bringinto his mind , but hee fhall allo
conternne the miferie and wretchednes
of thislife whereby mens minds are fo
much weakened and difmaied. What
can he be any whit difcomfited who ho-
peth that he fhall dic 2 Shall he feare to
be banithed and driuen from his coun-
trie, who knoweth ke hath a better
countric to gointo, from whence hee
canneuer be exiled,and that he was but
as a {tranger in the other, and as 1t were
in an Inne out of the which he muft
depart when it pleafeth hus hoft 2 or fhal
hebeafrayd of the prifon who cannot
beina more vileand clofer gaylthen is
his owne body.in none more filthie, in
none more darke and viacomfortable,in
none where is greater torment and mi-
feric 2 Or to conclude doth he feare lcaft
any put him to death, why this is a
thing he hopeth for, and withal his hare
defireth : he careth not whether it come
by fire,(word,famine ficknefle, nor how
long this lafteth,whether for three yeres
fpacc.or three dayes,or threc howers, he
carcth no whicl fay ae all, out of what
: ddore
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doore he goeth,knowing that which fo-
cuer he taketh,the fame (he hauing in a
readine(Teall his necelfaries)leadeth him
out of this prefent L , and will be an
entrance into the blefled and immortall
life. The threats of deathmay menace
him,and that is all it can do,and this he
lookee for before, death is of all punifh-
ments which he can incur, the fharpeft,
but he accounteth of this as the beft of
all things that he hopeth and expedteth.

Thetyrants threatshe eftcemes as pro-
miles,his enemies fwords arc drawn not
for his harm but for his good,the threat-
nings of death he clteemethas the pro-
mile of ife , and that finally his moft
deadly wounds (hal moft hatten his im-
mortalitie. T hus whofocuer reucrenceth
the almightic,he feareth not death, and
who (o is fiee from this feare, he thal not
‘beafraid of the greate(t calamitic which
can befallhim. Theveforeifit be euen {o,
fomne man will fay , that death isin the
number of thofe things which arc to be
withed and defired, doth it not therfore
follow, that ourlifeis to be thortned to.
 the intent that we may bf‘ drawne out of
iiij .
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y this fea of mifchiefe, & obtaine therich
' treafures of all goodnefle2 Although I
nothing feare, that any manwill be fo
much moued by the fure promifeof fo
- great connnoditics, to comeany whit
; the fooner to fhorten Ins dayes , for that
1 am notignorant (though we are ear-
neflly fet and enflamed with the defire
of thus lifc, that cuenas yct the burden
of thebodieis flill a great hinderance &
an heauie weight which prefleth downe
thefoule to the carth)yct forall this dare
Inot, neither will I draw any fuchcon.
clufion as they obic& out of that which
hath bene before {poken. For although
Idonot dente that we ought to bring
our bodic varder fubice&ion, toacquaine
ie with deach, and to winneit from the
world : yet may we not take away foo-
ner our bodie out of the world, becaufe
it is not in our power and commaunde-
ment. The true Chriftian thoughhema
neither withdraw him felfe from death,
nor beloth to part with hushife, yet may
not heforfake it either wickedly or care-
ll. lefly. He is heve ina continuall warfare,
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without his great infamic and reproch,
But when it pleafeth the chicftaine and
generall of the ficld to blow the retraite,
he muft retire with a chearcfull heart &
coutagious {tomacke,and willingly fub-
mit lum felfe to his gouernors will, For
a Chriftian is not borne to {erue himfelf,
but the Lord , tohimhe liueth and pro-
longgeth his lifctill it pleafe God to giuc
him the reward of the happic courfe of
his life paft. The Lord may when hewil
takeit away , but him {elf may not at his
pleafute do it when him felfe hft.Now i
{obehe fhal do it,in thy youth & floure
of thy age,then giue God harty thanks,
(as mariners vie todo)who hath brought
¢hy fhip by profperousand full fayle.fo
fpeedily to the (hore. Andifwhenthou
art old, render vnto him like thanks, for
that it hath fallen out fo happily, that
though thou fayledit flowly,yet walt
not tofled with the raging waues of the
boifterous fca. In the meane while make
not too great haft, nor yet at thy plea~
fure too great delay,for neither haft thou

the wind at will,ncither can{t thou very
cafily cfcape (hipwracke when thou dii-
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ueft fohaltily cothefhore. God biddeth
fome men who haue performed their
taske to take theicrelt in the forenoone
fomeother in the afternoone, but many
heletteth alone till it belate in the cue-
ning. He exercifech one till he fweat, an
other he parchethin the heat of the fun,
thethird coyleth till all his moifture be
confumed . Notwithftanding he is not
vamindfull of any which belongeth to
him : he giucth at the lenyth euery man
leaue to reft & payeth cuery onc his due
wages incouemét time. Neither doth a-
ny wit his pay but only thofe who craue
their wages vorealonably, either before
they becalled away , orbefore they haue
ended their taske appointed. Wherefore
let vs relic our fclues vpon his good wil
and pleafure, who in themiddef{t of our
toylerefretheth vs with quiet reft. We
mult not enuic and be gricued at our
life becaufc of the gricfes of it, this is the
art of a cowardly and daftardly mind.
Ecr vs not loue it the more for plea.
fures , for this is great vanitic ancr ex-
treme madnefle. But let vs care for our
{clucs,that therein we may loue & ferue
God,
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God , who after thislife will crowne vs

with true happinefle, and with ioyes
which (hall neuer decay.Death isnot to

be feared of vs , vnlefle we will play the
foolifh children , for death purfueth the
fugitiue, and followeth after them that
runaway from it. Neither can we with-
out incurring the fufpition of temeritie,
wifh or feeke forit , ‘for he that would
moft cannot die at his owne f})lcafure.
There 1s as great defperatnefle in the
one as cowardlineflein the other , and
therefore (eeing both arcvery euill, and
neither of thé deferues thename of for-
titude or magnanimitie, onely let this
{uffifc that we do conftantly eucry houre
expedt the fame, leftit take vs on the
fudden and vaprouided. For as nothing,
is more certaine then death , fo nothing
is more vncertaine thé the houre hereof:
this is onely knowneto God alone,who
is the author of life and death: to whom

chat we may both line and alfo die,
we multall of vsyeeld our
pollibleindeuor.

1V e muft die to liteand lie to due.
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