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NV INCE the Dostrine of the ever-blefled Trinity was
. never move controverted, andthat facred, tho my-
flerions Truth move publickly exploded, or at leafi depresi-
ated than at prefent ; fince the Clergy of the Church of Eng~
land draw their Pens with uncommon Heat againfi one a-
nother ; and the moft learned Divines amongft the Diffen-
tevs, not only differ from, but in Solemn Affemblies have
rally’d one another on that Important Subjett : *Tis hop'd,
this fhort Eflay will at this Funtture meet with a favoura-
ble Reception 5 and that bis Lovdfbip, tho” a Lay-man, will
make no contemptible Figure among the warmeft Defenders
of oter moft Holy Faith. The Charaller of this Noble Peer
15 too well known to the learved World to need any thing to
vecommend it ; yet, fince thefe Sheets may poffibly fal’ into
the Hands of fome who never beard of their Author’'s Me-
rit, Icould not prevail on my felf to fend it out naked into
the World, without paying fome Refpett to the Memory of
Jo great a Man, and fo good a Chriftian.

MY Lord Mornay. defcended from a Noble and Anti-
ent Family, and had all the Advantages of an Education
[uitable to his High Birth and Charafier. In bis tender Years
'H * A 2 he



~ Prerack. to the Reader.

-heapply’ d bimfelf very clofe to the Study of theLearned Ia-
guages and was vemarkable for bis generous Countempz of all
Pucvile Diverfions: As be grew up to Manhood, he greu

in favour at Court, and was jufily efteerid the IWonder
of bhis Age. When be was Governony of Sanmur and Pri-
vy Counfelior to King Henry the Fourth of France, e
us°d bis uvmoft Endeavours to keep that Prince firm io
~ the Proteltant Religion ; but not fucceeding thevein, be ve-
tiv’d from Court, and apply'd bimfelf.to the Study of -
winity, In thofe vacant Hours he compos’d bis learned IDii-
cozzvfe, Concerning the Truth of the Chriftian Religion,

iy

(wwhereof this is only a fmall part) which has defervedls
Leen efteen’d his greateft Pevformaice. And the kind
Reception it has met with, not only in the Qfiginal, v’
alfo in the Latin and other Langnages into which it 1as
deer ‘l_'?vz;zﬂatéd, is an nundeinable Avgument, 1 :hink, of
s nucommon YWorth. It was renderd indeed, inio
Englifh about 130 Years ago by Sir Philip Suincy
and cothers » But as that Tranflation, the wunderta-
taken by fo great a Man, thro the Rewvolution g
Time is grown obfolete, and almoft unintelligible ; "5
bop’d the Publick will unot cenfure an Attempt to drels
it in morve modern Language. And if this [hort Liiay
(which is all that my Lovd there offers on the Subjell bu-
fore us) Shall meet with any tolerable Acceptation, £ defizy
 [bortly to publifp that whole Difconrfe in two Foluines i
- Oftavo, to whih I fhall prefix fome Memoirs of bis iova-

fhip’s Life.



The INTRODUCTION.

ﬁ S _this Effzy of his Lordthips (tho® a compleat
< B Difcourfe of it felf, and the whole hie offers in
Lefence of the facred Trinity) is but 2 fmall part of
his moft excellent Treatife, Concerning the Truth of she
Loriftian Religion 5 it may not be thought improper
¥o gtve the Reader a tranfient View of the four pre-

l‘

cceding Chapters, that he may judge of his Lordfhip’s
Method, and fee how naturally he is lead into the
following 7 houghts on the Important and Myfterious
Subje& before us. - '

. Tus Firft Chaprer is taken up i the Demonfirg- -
tion of that plain Propofition, That there is Supreme
SBeing 5 a Propofition which is {o loudly proclaim’d by
the Voice of Univerfal Nature, and engraven in fuch
deep and legible Characers on the Minds of ali Man-
Kingd; that ’tis almoft needlefs, one would think, to
l2bout in the Proof of ic. But if we will but ferioufly

refle&



T INTRODUCTION:

fe& on t hemies we hear daily ut-
ser’d againft the Great God, and his moft Holy I¥ord ;
and on the numerous Crowds of Atheiftical Men, who
make 2 Mock at Sin, and laugh at Religion; if we
will but fit down and confider how unaccountabiy
fome Men are taken up in the fond Furiuit of the gay,
+ho’ deceitful Vanitics af this wicked World, that they
srilt not allow rhemfelves the leaflt time for Refle&ion
BR any other Objelts; never will admit a Thought o,
or pay the leaft Regard to the >od that made them;
~and are greater Strangers £o the Excellency of their owwn
Nartures, and _the ineftimable Value of their precious
and ‘mmortal Souls, than to the moft remote and de-
Gart Wilds of Tudia, O the moft dangerous and unfre-
quented Paths of the tempeftuous Ocean: We muk
confels (tho’ with Shame and Confufion of Face) that
<here is_even in thi$ prefent Age, as well as that in
which his Lordfhip wrote, too great a Wecefity i@
dwell on, and take Pawmns to demonftrate {o {elf-gvident

a Truth.

In the Second Chapter he endeavouis to prove,

o

that asby confulung the Book of Nature, we may find
inconteftible Proofs of a Dezty, fo likewife by a dii-
eent Examination we may therein furnifh out felyes
with undeniable Demonitrations of izs Unrizy. And
having fufficiently provid this Affertion, he proceeds
< the larter part thereof, to fhew the Abfurdity of
thofe who held Two Principles, the one Good, which
¢hey called Oromafes, the other Ewil, which they <al-
Yed Arimanins, and which they {ay was originally !
Opinion of Zoioeafler, and afterwards of the Perficis
and Maiiciees. T |

&« :.. -‘ - t

I~ the Third Chapter he produces the Teftumonics

- of the wilelt Men in all Ages, to confirm the ArgH
R S : " | ' .i'il'iﬁis



The INTRODUCTIOXN.

ments made ufe of in the foregoing Chapter to prove
she Unity of the God-head,

A ND n the Fourth he endeavours to prove, thag
&5od 1s immoveable, immutable, eternal, uwncom-
pounded, incorporeal, infinite and ommniprefent ; and
that, tho’ the leaft thing in the Univerfe, moft evident-
iy demonftrates the Being of a God; yet the vaft Vo-
lume ef the Creation cannot perfedtly teach us whas
&e s : nor fhall we to Eternity be able fully to conceive
his Infinite Zerfeltions.

T Hus having provd that all Mankind unani-
moufly acknowledge a Supreme Being, that there can
De but one God, and that his Perfe@ions are both in-
finite and inconceivable. He very naturally proceeds
to the Proof of the Triuity in Unity, which is the Sub-
1e& of the following Sheets. |

Wi



Onthe TRINITY,

CHAP V.

el 1. 'T us now with a koly Boldnels go on
[l a little further, not with the raflh Rea-
{fonings of Men, but the gracious Affi{t-
ance which Almighty God has vouchf{a-
fed to afford us in the holy Scriptures,
and {ee whether Reafon (tho’ too weak
,, el Of her [elt to difcover o profound a My-
ftery) will not help us to reconcile the {eeming Difficulties,
and confirm us in the Belief of the Doflrine of the S a -
CRED TRINITY: For She is in fome Senle and Degree
to (God, what the Eye of the Bodv is to the Sun. As with-
out the chearful Light of the latter all Obje&ts would be
mvifible to hamane Sight; {o without the condefcending
(oodnefs of the former, "twould be abfolutely impoifible for
the moft elevated Mortal to entertain the leaft Idea of his in-
finite Perfeltions.  But as when the Sun begins to fhine,
the Eye (tho’ net endu’d with a wew Fifive Faculiy) im-
mediately difcerns, and with the greateft eale diftinguifhes
one Ubject from another, tho’ wholly dark and inative
before ; So when God is pleas’d to reveal any myiterious
Truth to us, Reafon, without undergoing the leaft Altera-
tion (tho’ too weak of her felt to dilcover the Sacred Arca-
Zum)--p_ﬁrfeﬁljy comprehends, and readily and chearfully em-
Faces 1t, .

B 1 Have



(2)

I nave already fhewn from humane Rezfon, that God is
moft fimple Being 5 and divine Revelation teaches us, tha:
theire are Three diftinft Pevfons in the adorable God-bead. The
former “could never have made this profound Difcove-

ty (for fhe can only pafs a jult Judgment on Things {he

conceives) yet readily affents to it, and obliges us

f

clearly co

to believe it when reveal'd.

[ i1ave likewife fhewn, from the various Werks of hLis
Creation, that be is an Aftive Being, and that from him ali
Being and Motion is deriv’d, that the exalt Order ot eall
Part of the {pacious Univerfe, the mutual Dependance which
great and {mall Bodies have on one another, and the beaut:
ful Harmony they all obferve among themielves, ana wiik
cach other are bright Difplays of an All-wile Contrivanc:.
And fince there can be no Art difcovered, no Order kepe,
where there is no Judgment to diret, the Wildom of Gad,
who has given fuch fignal Inflances of buth, muft beini.
nite, ; |

Ac A1, tho he has thought fit to endue {fomc Beings
with Reafon, and not others, yet he has created nothing iv
vain, bur wilely ordered that each Being fhould anfwes fuch
Ends as are moit {vitable to its Nature; the Sun to give
Light and Heat by Day, the Moon to fhine by Night, and
the Stars and Planets to diftinguith the various Seafons ot
the Year, ¢, Thele conftantly obferve their {tated Courie,
and never fail to accomplifh the ufeful Purpoles of ther
Creation, which being inanimate and irrational, they could
never do of themfelves, and therefore-we muft afcribe i
regular Motions to their All-wife Creator, who abundantly
compen{ates for their want of Knowledge by hisinfinite Wil
dom. Now,fince the World abounds with fuch a vaft varier
of Beings, and fuch a perivct Hirmonyis oblerved among's
¢hem, they muft proceed from, and have their Dependance
on one pertectly intelligent Being: And as he is the Anthor
‘of Nature, he muft be infinitelv Wile, fince he commumnicates
the bright Effelts of Knowledge, even to Beings wholly
void of Underftanding.

J.ﬁ"é. {r 11 PR



(3)

AcA1N, the rational Part of the Creation has the Ma-
nagement and Difpofal of the Irrational, but not wice verfa.
Man builds, plants, breeds up Cattle, and makes them all
{erve many excellent Purpofes.  And according to the Laws
of Nature, the miore intelligent Part of Mankind makes
I aws for, and bears {way over the weaker Part: And I have
fhewn from the Teftimonies of the Philofophers, that God
made all Rational Beings, as well the {eparate as embodied
Intelligences, and defign’d them tor certain Ends, and ap-
pointed diftinct Employments for them, and {o 1sat once
their Principle and End. And he muft be infinitely Wile,
or have a Faculty of employing to wife Purpoles the altive
Bowers of Things : The chief Aftion of which always abides
within himfelf.  And as he is Infinite, every thing in him
qnufl be fo too; yet would he be finite,it h1s Knowledge could
te in the leait improv’d. He knew therefore from Eter-
nity what Ever was, 1§, or ever fhall be. All the vari-
ous Species of Beings, the minuteft Parts of the Creation,
their Original, Progrefs, Succeffion, Thoughts, Words and
A&ions are familiar to him, and with one Glance {furvey'd

by him,

Ac A 1N, Underftanding is one of his Immanmt Afts, and
does not terminate on any thing without him. Thus, if by
our own Obfervation we can find out the Courle of the Sun,
our Knowledge indeed is thereby improv’d, yet that Lumi-
nary is as an unintelligent as before. ~ And as God is 2 mott
fimple Being, and every Thing in him is his Eflence, he is
not only wife, but his Underftanding is the fame with his
Being. ~Let us therefore ferioufly refleft cn the wondertul

Effeét of his Infinite Wildom,

Gov isa mere AF, and alted from Eternity, and iuice.
he isa moft imple Being, every thing in him, and conie-
quently his Underftanding was employ’d about himfelt be-
fore there was any other Objelt of his Contemplation ; and
muft not he who is infinitely Wiie, have a perfect Knowledge
of himfelf?2 The Divine Mind then beholding it {elf as ina
Chriftal Mirrour, caufed a Refleftion upon 1t {elf (as when
we behold our Faces in a Glafs, or our Souls contemplate

| B 2 | them-



( 4.y | .
themfelves) and conceived inits felf its own perfe& Image,
viz. the SoN or ETErn AL Worvp., Now this el
gence is attually eternal and eternally a&tive, and con (equent-
Iy co-etexnal with the Father. And God could not conceive
any thing in himielf lefls excellent than himfelf ; for his Un.

- -

derflanding is egual to his Eflence, which we cannot fullv
coraprehend by reafon of that Load of Ignorance and Guilr
which we contracted by the Fall, and which unhappily ren-
ders us even inferior to our {felves. The Sou then is rhw
Iﬁmge of the Father, aﬁd co-equal witn him 5 nay, the}“? oy
Oxe. 'The Effence of the latter underfood by himfelf is the
Effence of the former: And fince they are only relatively
different, they are (as our Church teaches us) co-czernal, co-
egzm! and'mf-eﬂémiaf. #

N ow 7HE SECOND PERsoN in the God-head, for feverzi
Realons, is differently #11’d, but his moft common Denomi-
mation 1s 7 Sox begot by the Underflanding of the Father,
and the exprels Image or Charalter of his Perfon. Every
living Creature begets (as it were) in its felf an Off-fprizg
before it brings 1t forth into the World, and the more no-
ble it 15, the cloler 1s their Union. Some have Imagin’d
Fire to be an Animal, becaule it generates {(as 1t were) its
Iike. However, as the Elements are the lowel Order of
Beings, o Fire has the meanstt way of Propog:ation, viz. by
the outward Application of combuflible Matter. A Plant
' conceives a Motture 1n its {elf, which is firl} a Buad, then =z

Flower, and then Fruit, which when ri pe, fallscown to the
i}I;'OlHid, takes Yoot again, d.nd {o })["{_)duceg anothers which
lives in, and is nourifh’d by the former before it has anv
Euiftence of 1ts own. Animals alfo have Life, Motion and
Senfe, long before theiv Prodution: In which manner of
Generation there 1s fxill a much clofer Union.  The {enii-
tive Bewng forms an Imagination which is treafur’d upin e
Memory, but proceeds from the Senfes and fenfible Objeéis.
{o that its Operation is external. In the Generation of Ra-
tional Beinge, there is &ill 5 clofer Union - For chevy caufe
a Reflellion on, and abide within them{cives, and theis
Operations are call’d Ceonceprions, as learned Men bya Fi-
oure cali their Works the F-fering of iheir Brains . 1AV,

-

proceed frem Imagination wiich is wiNout the Underitand-

~
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ing, into which nothing can enter but thro® the Senfes. Be-
fides in us the Underflanding and the thing underflood are
valtly different: But God who is all Intelligence, which is
the nobleft Lite 1s mof} clofely united to what he generates »
For he conceives both in and of himfelf, and his Conception
is Generation, which abides within him, fince he alone exift-
od from Eternity.,

Now this Second Perfon we call the So;2, as being the
perfelt Image of the Father, and in the #ri¢ted Senfe One
with him. And the AofG; 1. €. the WorD and ReEAson

{as that Greek Word implies) properly belong to, tho' they
] - e T .
are not fully exprefiive of that divine Perfon. The Phile-
{ovhers (and weafter them ) give him this Name, and obferve
ihat there is the Isternal Word in the Underftanding con-
ceiv'd before we {peak, and the External exprefled by Ar-
ticulate Sounds.  Both which, all Men are highly f{enfible
of when difpoled to dilclofe their Minds 5 efpecially fuch as
never ftudied any Language, ver have fram’d both jufk
and noble Conceptions. When any thing offers it {eif to
the Mind, immediately it concelves an inward Word or F la/
ot the Soul, and afterwards exprefies it imperfeltly by the
Voice: For, many are exceedingly happy in their Notions,
yer very much at a lofs to cloath them in a proper Drefs.
LTaeWord of the Underftanding Reafons concerning Things,
the Voice pronounces Words: ‘The one is the Image of the
other, and there is the fame Proportion between the Word
ot the Mind and the Underftanding, as betw=en the Voice
and the Word of the Mind. Words pronounc’d by the Voice
require Air and Time, and are extreamly various. The
Mind indeed 1s indivifible, yet requires time to draw one
Conclufion gradually from another. Any one may make
this Obfervation in himlfelf, tho’ all the Operations of the
Nind are {o quick, that they feem to be but one A&, likea -
Clap of Thunder, or Flafh of Lightning. Now wecall God’s
Conception of himfelf from Eternity, the I#ord, the ver-
fe&t Image of his Underflanding, which is himfelf, and Rex-
fon, that Daughter and Word of the Underitanding, We
2y likewife, God created all Things by the Worp: For
2s ann Artidt fint{hies his Defign after that Form he conceives
¢f it in his Underftanding, fo God has made the Univerfe
| accord-



(6)

according to the Model of the Idea’s in his All-comprehend-
ing. Mind, being one, yct Arvr in Arz, asin conceiving
himfelf, he conceives all Things. We call him fometimes
#7ifdom it [dlf y {ometimes the Wifdom of God; tho’in us,
Wifdom is only an Habit proceeding from {everal Concepti-
ons, whereby the Underftanding is perfeCted in the Know-
ledge of {ublime Subjeéts.  Now God is the moft exalted
Being, who by conceiving himfelf, knows himielf, and is
she Obje&t of his own delighttul Contemplation: Whereas
we are not the Objefts of ours. Now, can his Wifcon: ap-

ear more than in knowing himielf?2. And does not this

- Al q

K nowledge proceed from his Underftanding ?

" L.gr us come now to the T'i1RD PERsoN 1n the {5
cred God-head. In the Effence of God {which is moft fin-
ple) there is an altive Nature and Intelligence which direts
it in all its Operations: Now muft not he have a Will too ¥

KA §1
Every thing has a natural Inclination to promote that late-
veft which bears a Proportion to its Under{tanding ; as the
Defire of Good does to the Knowledge ot it: And the more:
it is defir’d, the more uniform the Will muft needs be. An:-
mals  (not to {peak of Irrational Beings, fuch as Plants,
Herbs, and Minerals, which according to the Naturaifte
have an inflin& to move in their own Sphere) delight 1n
fisch things as their Senfes diftate to be moft {uitable to, and
convenient for them. And Men have a firong Inciination ¢
purfue ¢ither Honours, Riches, or the Advantages of ano-
ther and better Life, according as their Natures are biafs'i
by Ambition, Avarice, or Religion. And as thewr Eintovy-
ments encreafe, their eager Defires keep pace with them.
RBur their Underflandings for the mo{t part are bewitchi by
Vanity, and call Evil Good, and Good Evil, and ccnis-
quently their Wills which fhould be guided by their Rea-
fon, degenerate into fenfual and brutifh Appetites.  "Tisan
(biervation of the Philofophers, that Angels have more v
nifonn and lively Wills than Men, and as they know (God
the chief Good, fo their Wills cleave to him alone witi-
vut being diftradted (as ours generally are) with a varety
of Objetts. Now has not he 1 Will, who gave cvery Being
one? Does he want thole Perfeftions which he has beftow'd
i oehers o different Dezrees 2 And does not he enjoy the

? et W L —
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Satisfaltion of the Will, from whom that of the moft blef:

{ed Spirits is deriv'd 2 Since he knows _himfelf, Does he not
«ake infinite Delight in himlelf, who is a perfest 7711, alt’d
with the true Good, a Fund of Happinels {ufficient for the
enly proper Objelt ot the Will of a Rational Creature?:

A ca 1w, It isthe Nature of the Will to apply all Pow-
ers to. their Aftions. In vain have we Sight, Hearing, or
Power, if we do not duly exert and improve them. F.xpe-
rience tells us our Actions have not the defired Efe&t, un-
tefs animated by the Will. Now God has employed his
Yower 1n making a ﬂ‘lultipﬁdty of Bﬁfngs} V;},ﬁ]:y different
from one another. He will’d therefore to make fome for
ore End, others for another, yet all for his own Glory. He

“has confequently a Will, which (as far as we can judge by

its Effeéts) 1s a Faculty, by which he exerts his altive Pow-
er, when, and as he pleafes, as he likewife dire€ts and ex-
erts it by his Underftanding, tho’ its chief Operation is In-
ternal, Here we {peak after the manner of Men; {or we
cannot eafily diftingutfh between our Underflandings and

Wills ({o clofely are they united) much lefs between the

Underftanding and Will of the moft {imple Being. We
muft conceive them therefore to be ftriftly One in him, and
muit worfhip (as the Catholick TFaith is) the Unity sz Tii-
nityy, and Trinity in Uniry. For the Will no more termi-

‘nates on any thing without it {felf than the Underﬁanding,,

but abides within the Perfons who wills: For when we will
a T'hing, there is an alteration in our {elves, but not in the

Thing will’d.

T'uus I have prov’d, thatevery thing in God is his B{
fence: befides, he wills according to the Diflate of his

Underflanding (for known Good is the Obiect of the Wili)
and undertands by his Effence, and therefore they are the

fa_mc with his Being 5 and he is Power, Underitanding and
Will, in fuch a manner, that fill he is but Ose Bein:.

~LET usfee in the next place what vroceeds from his
Will.  He isa pure A&, and moft imple Being, therciore
Tvery thing in him a&ted from Eternity. He has an Un-
derftanding whereby he knows, and o Will whereby he

witls



wills himfeif, His Underflanding by caufing 2 Refle@io,
on its lelf begot she Second Perfon, the Son, and the EV};,"H@?;;
of the Father. His Will then, which afted from Fioy.
xity, having no other Objeét, refleCled on it {elf, well-ples.
feg with the mfinite Good, he perfe&ly knew and embues:.
ced. )

- Taous he produces {in a divine Way) the Tuiz s
PersoN,theSPir1T Of GOT, Orthe HorLv 8»4.
R 17, the L o v £ of the Father conceiving, to the Son con-
ceivd, ana begotten by his Underftanding, and of the Sox
vo the FATu R, acknowledging that from him whare.
ver he is or has is deriv’d, Now this Will s the Effence of
God, and by conlequence altually eternal, and etermally
allive: For every thing in an eternal Being 1s eternal; and
in a mere Aét s A&, and nothing can proceed from them,
but what is like them. Beiides, his Will is of equal Extent
with his Underftanding, for they are One. His Underfland-
ing perfeftly comprehends the thing underfltocd, which is
likewife the Obelt of his Love ; Imean himfelf, The Wili
then by the At of Love extends it felf as far as the Deity

== e
-’

F
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Taous the TuirD PERson is egual to the FirsT and
S Eco N D, proceeding from the Will of God, which s hiz
Eflence, as every thingin it is, and theretore is alfo co-¢/fiu-
tial with them. Befides, we {ee that the A&t of the VViil
follows the lait Diftate of the Underflanding,. We will a
thing, becaufe we think we underftand it, and it appears o
us to be good. And there cannot be Love in the FPerfon
laving, but by the Knowledge of the Perfon belovd, and
the Will is nothing but the rational Defire of it., The
T a1 rp PERsow therefore proceeds from the Fins,
from his Will and Underflanding, and the Intelligen:s
which it begot: And becaufe he 1s deriv’d irom the '
ther, and Son, not merely by way of Refemblance, we o
not {ay, he was begot by, but proceeds from them, whici
18 the Subflance of the Doélrine of the Catholick Church
concerning this important Myftery. When therefore we
{ay the A¢t of the Underftanding preceeds that of the Wili

we mean 1n order of Nature only : For if there wasa s
ceffion in the God-head, we fhould conceive the Sow @

tﬁ i
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Lo hefore the Sp1r 11, fince the Knowlecge of a thing

« antecedent to the Defire of it. ' r

Turs Tuiad PErRsow in the ever-blefled Trinitv

Q . ” 3 v

we commonly call the Hony Seir v, Heoly, becaule eve-
+y thing in God 1is {fo, and Holy Spiri¢, to diftinguifh him by
Way of Preheminence from all other Spirits; and a Spirie,
bocqufe his Influence is fecret like the Blowing of the Winds,
Rcfpiration of the Arteries, 7, and becaufe every Being
bae bas Life. has an Inflinét proceeding fr ¢ - Wil
chat has Life, has an Inflin&t proceeding trom a fort of Will
by a certain Spirit. Now Lowe is a {teong Inclination of the

Will to the Objet belov’d, and there is an inexpreffible
£harm in a Reciprocal Affeltion.

AcA1N, We call him Lowvz, the Principal of all the Alls
of the Will, as #ifdom 13 of thofe of the Undertanding :
tar we defire 2 Thing we have not, and delight in what we
.ve in the aGual Poffeflion of, becaufe 'tis the Objeét of our
T ove, as we dread or fly from any thing becaufz "tis the Ob-
j2ét of our Averfion. But it 1s otherwife with God 5 For whe
has refifted bis Will 2 And as from the eternal AcCt of his Un-
desftanding, there was God of God, that is, zhe Son of God 5
{c from the joynt Acts of his Underftanding and Will, pro-
ceeded the Love of the Father and Son, or the Holy Spirit :
There is therefore a Trizity in Unity, viz. the Power of the
Father, the Wifdom of the Son, and the blefled Effelts of
their Joynt-Love; of, by, and in whom it has pleas’d the
ane Divine and ineffable Being to give Exiftence to, and
have a paternal Regard for the various Works of his Urea-
sion: And for this Realon there muft be Three Perfonsand
Three only in the ever-adorable {(sod-head.

3 ons Creating and A&ting proves he has an Undevftand-
ing and Will; for every thing here below carries the live-
Iy Charalerifticks of them. And if all Things are 1n him

as univerfal Nature proclaims) there muil be the Soz and

Sgivie, the Vifdom and Love: For they are the A&ls of thole
T'wo Perlons who cannot but a&l, nor could any Being alt
fiom Eternity but God. Now as we cannot imagine God
10t toact, {0 we cannot conceive any more ot his immanent

@ Alts
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A&ts than.thefe : And therefore to {uperadd a Fourth f.:.
fon, would be Heterodox and abfurd. ’Tis true, God, =5
Creator, bears a Relation to his Creatures, But the C;e:-
tion proceeded from a tranfient, not immanent A& of his
Power ; f{ince it terminated on the thing created, which was
infinitely below him.. He is our Redeemer alio : But he 1.
deem’d us by his Son, .and that Redemrtion was a tranfiens
ALt terminating on the World redeema’a. This thevefor. is
not {ufficient to prove a Co-effeusial Quaternity. '

A 1.1 the Aétsof God are either internal and immanen:,
or external and tranfient., The Internal muft be himielf
(for every thing in him is his Eflence) in which nothinz d:-
{tinét from it can abide ; whereas the External are alwovs dit-
ferent from it, and terminate on the Creatures, which coi-
par’d with -bim, arelefs than Nothing, and Vanity, The latter
flow from his Underftanding, Will and Power ; the former
from his Underfianding and Will only, of which we hax=
- afaint Image in our felves.. When we view a Pifture, or

read a Paflage in any Author, we do not attribute either ol
them to any Faculty fuperiour to our Underftanaings ano
Wills; much lefs do we afcribe God’s tranfient Aéts o ary
thing {uperiour to thofe Faculties in him, which alone con
be co-efiential with him, They are his Effence, which 1s
One, and molt imple, And the 7#ord does not concoic:
another Word , but entirely direéts it {elf to the Father; nos
the Love, another Love, but refls wholly in the Father sod
Son. Only one Word then could proceed from God’s Uniicr-
ftanding, and one Love from his Will ; nor could anotne
Perfon proceced from thefe. There are but Three Perjoi:,
theretore the Farber) Son and Spirit, and the former govers.
loves and preflerves 2ll Things by the two latter, becaois
hie alone 1s 4/l in All,

o
Ii(.';';.a.l

- NMow as Nature teaches us that there 1shut one God, w
we plainly difcover in the minuteft Circumflance of his £

ation ; {o there are {fome vifible Footiteps of a Tririsy i Ly
¢v1n the Creatures, (tho’ more conipicaous in fomne CIiAT: A1)
others, according to the different Degrees of Excellency =
thewr Watures,) which we could not well obferve till i

I-LJ}'O-‘:*"LK ii :h-!
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Doctrine was reveal’d to us.. Thus we could never be able
¢o read a Létter wrote in Cyphers, unlels we had a Key, or
+he Characters firft explain’d to us. We may oblerve as
Uluiry ev’n in "Things which have only Being : For all "Things
({o far as thev exift) are One, and ceale to be, fo far as they
rend o Multiplicity. Then they are of fome Figure, which
is a Mark of that Act of God’s Underftanding which begos
chat Effential Form, which comprehends all Forms, wiz.
she Eternal Ward, by whom he Created il "Things.

Acain, they have a nataral Inclination, fome more,
others lefs ; as Fire to alcend, a Stone to defcend, and all
of them to keep united in their Matter and Form. 'Thisis
n Mark of thar altive Will, by which it pleas’d Almignty
3od to incline himfelf even to then:, and of the Union
confequent upon it, by which he loves and preferves zli
vty
1 hings.

N & v, fome of this loweft Order of Beings are an Image
of the Trinity, The Sy besets its Rays, which {fome Poers
call its Off-fprivg, from which proceeds Light, which diffu-
{es it {elf throughout the valt iUniver{e ; yer the one 1s not
hefore the other, unlefs in order of Nature, which is a live-
v Image of the Co-eternity of the Father, Scn and Spirtt.

A c a1 n, There is the River-Flead, the Spring which bub-
bles from it, and the Stream which proceeds from both, and
extends it {elf far and wide. Thefle are one Water, and
one is not in order of time before the others. We cannot
well conceive them {eparate, yet they are different.  Agamn,
fie begets Fire, from both which proceed Lirkr and Hear,
Thele are likewile lively Tmages of their Co-eflentialiry.

W E might further illuftrate this by Inftances of Beings
of 2 higher Order. Herbs and Plants have o Recr and Stall
which become a Tree, and one is not before the others, be-
sng united by one comunon Sap, by means of cne commen

T <™ f o Voo v
raie. One Animal and” Man begets another, from boin

*

wiich by Knowledge, proceeds Love, which is the Bond
of- Union,.  Thefe are fmages ot the great Myitery ot the Tri-
| { A ﬂff'f o
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nity ; tho’ no Effeft can Ecrfe&ly reprefent its Caufe, nuch
lefs the F 1R sT: But the bumane Soul 1s {111l a livelier Fng
.of it, which has an allive Nature, and 1s, as it were, 3 Pure
A&t; whereby it lives, moves, and animares the Body,which
the Roman Authors call M exs, and we the Rational Soid,
which may be compar’d to the Father, This begets an L 3;-
derftanding, by which we know our f{elves and cthers, fram
which proceeds 2 Will; by which we love fuch and fuch
Things, and generally for our own fake. ‘Thefe are ditin}
(for we do not atlt always by our Underflandings or Wiiis,
yet the Soul always alls) and we often will what we do nor
underfland, and underftand what we do not will, yet ¢ 5 E,
underfland, and will, do not make three Souis, but are o
clofely united, that at the {ame moment the Soub perforins
that threetold Operation. 'Tho’ this is but a faint Iuage of
the Trmity 3 for Underftanding, Will, and Power, are i
{tin{t Faculties in usy; whereas in God (who is the i
{imple Being) they are the fame.

LU
-n_‘}&

A c A1, from the Underftanding and Will of God orca-
ceeds the Son and Spiriz, fince he only underftood and iov'd
himlelf from all Eternity, and underftands and loves orher
Things in himfelt. Buta diftint Perlen cannot procesd
from the Underftanding and Will of the humane Soni, be-
caufe their Objetts are from without (tho’ they themlelves
be in the Soul) nay, the Soul can neither underftanc nor
love, unlefs its Facultics be excited by External Objeits.
And {which is above all) the more it underfiands 1t {elf, the
more it endeavours to improve its Knowledge in ather
Things, and the more Satisfaltion 1t feeks in the Love «f
God, by abhorring it felf, and only delighting in, aad
loving it felf for his {ake, whofe Prerogative it1s rc un-
derftand all Things in himfelf, and love them for his cuwir
{ake. -

I {hall referve the Sentiments of the Antients concern
g this Matter for the Subject of the following Chaptet,
And to put a {top te the Curious, tho” impertinent (ucis,
wiich fome may poffibly make ; let them give a Rarional #2-
count of their own (zeneration, before they prefume to on-

:
S ULTS
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qu;re I‘)OW Gﬂd the Sou was gQHEfafed by the Ettf’?’ﬁﬂl Fﬂtbt’}“ 3
.nd what fort of Spirit animates their own Arteries, before -
they demand how Ged the Holy Spirit proceeded irom the firZ
 and fecond Perfons in the Sacred God-head. And if they can-
not Solve fuch common Queftions, let them be contented to
remain in a great Meafure ignorant of thofe Thaings, which
(as Empedocles fays) Eye has not [eeny noy Ear beard, wzeither bath
it enter’d into she Hears of Man to conceive.

OO HOO R L HOO R HOO RIS HOO R HOCR I
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That the Antient Philofophers held the Dottrin- .

A
¥

the TRINITY.

fteps of the Trinityan the humane Soul ;3 yet our I -~
tathers, who (as Plato tells us) were better than we, .-
approach’d nearer to the Deity, receiv'd it by Divine Re..

2on. And this is evident, becaufe all humane Doftrines i

come more plain and intelligible , the more the World ..

vances 1n Years; whereas the contrary has been obferv’d ..

be true with refpet to this Dotrine, which was never <.

clear as in its Infancy, except at the Appearance of Cirri.

§ Esus, the bright Morsing Star. ~When Plato therefore -

Ariftotle make mention of the Deity, Creation, 8c. they chue
to refer to antient Tradition, as giving the moft authent'

Account ot Matters of {o {fublime a Nature, and their con
mon Phrale 1s, accordig to antient Tradition, a5 we learn froam

the Antients, &c. thinking that equivalent to a Demonitr.

210D.

Zoroafter leads the Van, who ( according to Plutarch) i ¢
iome Thoufands of Years before the T rofan War, and (accous
ing to the moft faithful Hiftorians) defcended from How.
and was OvVErcome by Nimu'.ﬁ King of the A ym};n;, From.
him the /Vife Men of Chaldea and Perfia deriv’d their Origina,
whofe Employment it was to keep exaét Regifters of thon
Kings, and record their moft remarkable Atcheivemer
and to whom likewife the prudent Management and Adi-
niftration of all Ecclefiaftical Matters was wholly entrultcd
And what their Sentiments were concerning this myf{tericus
Doltrine,appears from their OrAcres, which they took tii-

pains to colle€t, and of which fome Fragments are fliiles
fant. - o

A

H A v e already fhewn, that tho' there be fome Fiv.

]
-
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T H'E Datber ({ays Zovoafier) perfetted all Thix 05 and fubmisted
sheiis 10" the Divéstion. t}f the ﬁ*cbnd Mind, . which we genevally serm
the FiRs® ' CrvUsE. And Pletho Gemifthus the Platonf 9
Tays, the fecond Mind svas a fecond God, f; wbordinate to, and begot
E’j’ i, Fﬁtﬁéf S Bur g$ God made the World By bim, he was reck-
ovied tbé'Fiaﬂ, tho’ the Fathber created all InielleStual Forms,” and
éﬂﬂﬂ?iﬁf# thDt:fPGf&[ Qf tbem 20 bz‘S Cd?‘f tﬁ’zd Cmdu&. IS not
¢this then a direCt Acknowledgment of the Second Perfon in
che ever-bleffed Trinity 2 Praoclus fajJS, this Inteﬂigeme ??awng
alove deriv’d the Pérfetion of Iutelligence From the Father’s Omnipe-
tence, Pof]’eﬂés bis Underfianding and Power, awbich b, COWINUL -
cates 1o all other Principles. He receiv’d they b Beig and Iutelli-
gence from the Father, and all Things theirs from bim. But he

talks moft admirably in another place.

2 2¢

Nee rareos epposl nae vonoas aruadt Bsrl, &Kc.

Almighty Jove by abfolute Decree,
Various Ideasfram’d from all Eternity.
From him its atual Being each derives:
He finifhes as well as firft contrives.

The Model of the World was firft defign’d,

Firft laid in his All-comprehending Mind ;

Then by that Pattern he the Fabrick rear’d,

And all Things in moft beauteous Forms appear’d.

Again he fays,
P a0 6 €1 P08 EnJaps wpd TG, &Ke.

from Foves great Mind arofe his L ove Divine,

Which with bright Rays like Lambent Flames did fhine,
T'o temper the cold Floods, and diffipate

The humid Vapours with his genial Heat,

Tavs in their obfcure Way, they acquaint us, there is zhe
Father, Som, and Love, which unites the two former toge-
ther, Nay", that bythis bqgotrm Irzte.’(igmce God made the
World, from whom the Divine Love procceds. In another

place,



place, That the Paternal Intelligence. bas implanted iz our Souls
-Réﬁmbfame‘of i [elf, bus is never pleas’d awith our Wills, till ron-
frg. out of their Lethargy they recollest the chaft Paternal Charafter
that is ftampt wupon them.. Again, that being [elf-exiftent it throw’d
a fiery Bond of Love over all Things, to which they ow’d their daily
Prefervation. 1t fufficiently appears therefore, that the May:
or Wife Men held Toree Principles, viz. Ovomafes, Mitrss, nid
" _Ariminis, God, Thought, and zhe Soel, and that this was one of
he Fundamental Tenets of their Religion. And ’tis nwch
¢o be lamented, that the greatelt part of their elaborte
Writings are loft, ¢hro’ the diftance of Time. and thut
we have only {ome Fragments left to freferve their Menu.
Y. Thefe liv’d firflt in Chaldeas, and Mofes himfelt affure:
1S, that Balaam’'s Re‘putation was lo great, that he had an
Authority devolv’d onhim to Rlefs or Curfe whole Armics

.nd Nations. Of which Mag: the Or AcLE fays,

That they and the Jews awere the fole Mafters of all ufefur

Learning.

I have already fhewn, that Hermes Trifmegifthus hela on.
God under two Names, viz. the Good Being, and the Fati .
He calls him allo the Mind, which yet he diftinguifhes trom
2be Father. I am Pamander, {ays he, the Shepherdy and Lyixpc;
Souels, and the Mina of the [elf-exiftent Beng, X¢. Nay Goa, {3+ %
he, wro :$ alfo Unday?andfﬂg, Ld’e, Lighe, and of Loth S:xus re-
goi a Word, 1.¢. another Underffanding , the great Creatcr of .
Things, and v bim another, Viz. the Fire, or Spirit of ihe (joo
bead. - Here is an Undaegftanding begot by ar Underftais
Light of Light and zhe Sprit. Agamn, The Word proceeding $re s
God, and being perfesi, and the Soveraign Lord of the Univerf: |t
oz the Tiater and made it fruitful: which exaltly agrees Wit
the Account Mofes has given us of the Creation. Hermes i (-
wile calls him the Holy Word, who created all Things. And
in another place we meet with this very profound and o
markable Paffage. I am, fays God, tha Light and Underilone
ing, thy God, more ntient than Moifture, wbich proceed; from 1 ¢
Shadoew bevering over the dark_ Abyfs. But this efu[gmt {700 4
dartimg {rom the Uﬂdﬂfﬂawd&'ﬂg, 35 the Son of GGod. That whid’
dud-hears in thee is the Word of the Lora, and the Underftandm
(;0d the Father, Tbey are One, and their Union is the Viral Oné,



Agaihy Tbﬂ%rd, by whom. God made all Téfng:, i$ the chicf
Powir: neie 30 bimfelf, uncreated, and infinite 5 andtbo’ deviv’d from’
him, pre des .over all Things, and is the firft-born of the all-perfef
Being, - and bis legitimate, perfeft, and fruitful Son, and the ntelli-
gible, eternaly ihmutable, incorruptible Word, who is neitber fubjes
r0 Addition or Diminution, is like none bur bim[elf, and is firft knawn
uext fo God Almighty, and is the only-begetten, and dmr/y beloved
Son of the moft Holy Qne, who [e mfinite Perfeftions, even Eloquence it
flf can never properly exprefs. s not this in other Terms to
fay he is-co-eflential and co-eternal with him, and the All-
wife'Creator of Heaven and Earth ? Now, what brighter Ideas
couldwe Chrifkians entertain, or whathigher Eulogiums could
we beftow on this Second Perfor in the Sacred God-head ?

OF the Third Perfon indeed he {peaks in more obfcure
‘Terms. Eafb__.SPecies, fays he, 1s quic/(ned by a Sparit juimb/e to
its Nature, The World (wpports Bodies, the Spirit Souls 5 and this
Spirit is altogether fubfervient vo the Will , and is an Inftrument in
she Hand of the Supreme Being.. And this he explains more ful-

‘ly afterwards. Al Things, {ays he, fland in need of this Spirit
for it bears, quickens, and nourifbes them according to the Dignity
of their Natutes,. proceed s from an boly Fountain, and [upports botls
dnimals and Spirits. We call him therefore the Hor v
GuosTt, becaufe he proceeds from Holinefs it {elt. And
leaft we fhould miftake him for a Creature, there was, {ays
he, an infnite, Shadow in the Abyfs, over which there was Water,
and the Power of Ged caufed a fubtle Spirit to animate the Chaos :
Thence fhone a Divine Splendour, which out: of the Moifture and dry
Sand produc’d ‘the Elements and all other Creatures, And this die
ving Spirit fixt - the Gods (who dwell in the Stars) in their proper
Orbs. He affifted then at the Creation s and, as Mofes fays,
mov'd upon the Face of the Waters.

 SoMETIMES Hermes joyns them all together. O thox Life,
lays he, preferve my Life! O thou Light, and thou Divine Spirit, foed
your Light and Influence around me! O thow Soveraign Creasor of
the World, who [endeft forth shy Spirit, let shy Word govern me! O
Lord, thos art God. alone.

JQJfN, fé.yg Be, one Intellestual Ligbt preceeJed ezrzotbét‘, Lefides
which there was nothing bus the uniwrfa[ Stirit ivhich umited thens :
D Fof
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f‘m- be 35 the Lovd, ¢he thﬁ?er,iﬂbi even the God of ods, -:)f RUD):: .
and e whom are all Things, To which, fays Ssidas, he ad %
¢he following Invocation. I fwear by thee, O Heaven, the won-
e[e'rﬁd W ark. Of the iﬂ-ﬁ-"w%fe Creaser 5 and tbqe,-@ Voaice , which il
b ’d before be laid the Foundations of the Eavth, by b
\Word, and the All-comprebending Farber, It is -~
1 vhat he fhould hit upon the very Wordsof St. Feli,
when his Writings wete tranflated by the Piatonifte ther-
{tlves, long before our Saviour’s Time. - But that levyeral
Expreffions fhould be quoted frem him, which are not 1o
e found 1o his

Pemander, is not {o much to be admived u,
fince he wrote 56525

Volurnes or Rolls of Paper, if we wu
Credit Sambfichus. - And ’tis reported, that he ( otherwiie
call’d Theut) taught the Egyptians to read and under{ianc
the Elements of Geometvy and Alronomy, divided thetr Couns
try, lecur’d his Doftrine againfta Flood, by infcribing it on
two Pillars, which Procfusiays, were iC be feen in his Time,
.d were even the Objefts of the Egyprian’s Adoration. And,
perhaps, their triple Acclamation, when they invok’d the
Firft Principle, or {(as they call’d him) Darknefs beyoned (o
ception  (like the Enfoph of the Jews, and WNight of Orpia,
which the Greeks{peak of) was borrow’d from him, EEHE
FZoroafter and Trifmegifthus give you the receiv'd Sentimouts
both of the Perfrans and Egybtians in this Matter 3 Fox woai

Notions the Learned of any Nation whatever hold, we wuw
elteern them as th

1te e eftablifb’d Opinions of the Gounn™
they hivein. ' - T

- L= T uscome now to the Gresks, Orpleus, their mott ain
cient Writer, before he offers to make mention of theic ac-

ly Myfteries, excludes fuch as he thought unfit for {nch 5

cred Arcana’s, and afflures them,
ehiq Topar o1 Beues sty &Ke.

s semmmiee 0 V2 {0leromly declares
I1is Secrets are not tor unhallow’d Ears.

 Wnex theDoors were fhut, he thus befpeaks thole w e
had the Priviledge of admittance,
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¢ 5 Ador weior € Acdag, &

L ife up your Eyes to the Eternal Word,

He only can your pious Alls reward. ‘
Teead in hisPaths; walk upright and fincere 5

T'o him alone yout humble Pray’rs prefer.
1,00k up to him, who the World’s Fabrick rear’d,
Uhofe Praife the Antients fung, whors Gods rever'ds

4w D & little after he makes this fnvocation,

O ucardy conilo oo Bok peydis oo v Zefop, &C.
% » o & : .

Vo padiant Orbs that beausify the Sky;
And thou brighs Ineage of the Lity;
Lcall you alt to Witnefs, &, ———s

- "f'ars Prayer is manifeltly borrowed from Hermes 5 and that
~orarnon Fickion of the Poets, that Pallas was the Of-{pring
, piter’s Braim, ang that Wdem: was the Mother of ald
Things, and Lov2 their Guardian, was taken from Crpbexs,
Tl{ewhere he calis Love oft Antient, Seif-perfeét, the Pro-
ducer, and Diverfifyer of the vaft Univerfe, From whom

Pherecydes fays, GGod, welling to create the World, transform’d B~
{slf into Love, And Samblichus tays, Pythagorss always nac
the Philofophy of Orphess in View s that he fhould therefore
attribute the Creation to Wifdom, and (as Pt
with Plato a Trinity ity is ealily to be accounted for.
Fven Ariftotle dlows THREE t
feftion 3 and Parmenides makes Loove to be their Principle.
And as Plotinu oblerves, he fpeaks 1n very plain 2nd intelir-
sible Terms on this jmportant Subje&t, yet not fo direltly
vs Numenins the Pyrbagerean, Leno ke Founder of the Sto- -
ick Philofophy, allows #be Word to be God, and che Spirst of

Fupiter. And Alcmnus affures us, "That Sogrates an@ Plata
caucht that God is an Underitavaing s that bis Idea is bis Know-

Yy

ledge of bim[elf,the Model of the Univerfe, and bis very Effence. Pla-
to fays, Ewerydrar # ﬁm i 1ts p'roper(;)*rfo by the :20f3 D:?uzwe%rd,

El{e-

-
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Elfewhere he calls him the Son of the meoft beneficent Re.
ing, and his moft lively Image ;5 the former being like ¢}
Sun, and the latter like its Rays. Elfewhere he {olermuly
conjures two at lealt of the Three Perfons o whom he writes
0 pfmﬁ bis Ietter ggf;;m', ‘and invoke the greataGoJ, the Sove;-"a.égm
of the Univerfe, and bis Royal and Ever-bleffed Fatbers of whom:,
provided we take proper Meafures to Rnow bine, wemay bave as clegy
and aifimit an Idea ws is neceffary in order to our Temporal an
Eternal Happinefs. But writing to a Friend who enquir’d of
the Nature of God. We fball only [peak of the Firft Perfom,

ﬁ,:,ys he, darkly and enismatically, tkar zf our Letter fhonld By 2ty
means mifcarry, be, woro whofe bands it fhould accidentally fail
might vead, as if be read it vor, But thi is an undoubted Trush,
tbat all Things ave [ubjelt to the Commands of the All-wife Sou.-
vaign of the Univerfe, the Authar of all Perfetfion : that the ficond
Order of Things ave at the-Beck of toe Second, and thofe of the Third
at the Difpofal of the Third. And that he {peaks here of the
Trinity, 1s very evident ; becaufeall the Platonifls, who have
wrote elaborate Comments on thefe Words, underftand by
. the THREE SovERAITGNS the good Being, the Urder
gawding, and the Soul of theWorid. And Origen quotes {everai
aflages out of this Divine Author to confirm this Notics,
which for Brevity’s fake I fhall not here tranfcribe.

3

Now the Scripture Dollrine of the Trinity was handed
down by Tradition to 4riffotle’s Time, who liv’d about threc
Hundred Years before the Chriftian Ara. But he refolv’d
to run Counter to bis learned Predeceffors, and moft hoisi-
bly corrupted it, and chofe rather to pry into Nature, than
{Contemplate on the God who made her; yet even he ait:t-
butes the Creation to the Infinite Mind, an! free-Will of the
SUprfme B_einga whercby he governs a‘n_d preferveu a4l
Things ; and acknowledges Nature her lelf diGates to us,
that the Irinity is infinitely worthy of our Divine Adc
rationy,

- Now fince this Do&rine was not of humane Invention,
tt may pofiibly be askt me, from whence thefe antient Wile
Men receiv'd this Notion, I anfwer therefore, that the an-
tient Greeks undoubtedly receiv’d it from the Egyprians.” O+
pheus {ays, | T | -

.,
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Mempbis, and all the Cities I have view’d, 7
Where Apis 1s the chief, the Favourite God, S
And every Town that borders on Niles’s rapid Flood, §
1o gratity at once my curious Evye,

And into Egypr’s Sacred Rites to pry.

PYTHAGORAS allo traveiled to Egypt, Arabia, Chal.
dea, and Judea, and dwelt fome time on Mount Carmel, And
Strabo {ays, that the Priefts fbew’d bim the pleafant (bady Waiks
which that Philofopher frequented 5 that be was Scholar 10 Sonche-
di, the chief Prophet of Egypt, and to an Aflyrian Nazarite, as
Alexander  (fpeaking of the Difcourfes wrote by that famous
Plilofopher) acquaints us, And fome (thro’ a Miftake in
Chronclogy) have thought him to be the Prophet Ezeksel.
And Hermippus the Pythagorean fays, that his Mafter bor-
row d {everal of his Notions from the Law of Mofes. And
the fore-mentioned Prieft told Sslon, with an Air of Con-
tempt, that the Greeks were very ignorant in Matters of An-
uquity. Proclus likewile fays, that Solon (when in the City of
Sais) was Pupil to Patanit, or (as Plutarch thinks) o Sonchis
and (whew in Heliopolis) 1o Oclapi, and when in Sebemytis
0 Etymon, &°¢c. Plato, when in Egypr was Puptl to Sechrz-
pois an Heliopolitan, and Eudoxus Guidius to Conupbis, who were
all brought up in the School of Hermes Trifimegiftbus.  And
Pistv often grants, that the Greeks ow’d their Learning to
the Barbarians 5 and Foroafter, who was a Jew, and Hermes an
Ezyptian, were efteem’d as fuch by the Creeks : And that the
Jews at that time kept up a ftriét Correfpondence with the
Layprians, we are very well aflur’d from the Heathens them-
lelves 5 fo that this Do&lrine was originally taught bythem.

{ smAry not here mention many Texts of SAcRED W 1 TS
which hint at the Stcond and Third Perfons in the God-headd,
but content my felf with rranicribing thele few, wviz. Thou
ari my Son, this Day bave I begotters thee, The Iord poffeft me
(lays Wifdom) iz the beginning of bis Ways, Before the Depths
was I brought forth, &c. The Spiret of the Lord walked on the
oters,  The Spiris of Wifdom s hind. And thofe Words of

| the
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the Prophet Iﬁzz’ab, The Spirit of the Loyd God is upen me ; znd
shole of the Pfalmifts The Eeavens were [dretcht out by the 1172 d
of the Lord, and the whole Hoft of them by the Spirit of his Mouih,
..Thg Antient f}tews WwWEeIre Of Opinion, referr’d to the Saw and

Spirit; tho’ themw nodern Commentators have us’a theair us-

moft Dilizence to corrupt the Text.

L& usiee however what +heir Sentiments of this Doc-
trine were before orr Saviour’s Time, when moft Per{ons were
fo much prejudic’a againfl it, ln one of their moft authen-
tick Treatifes, Rabli Sineon, Son of Jochai, quotes Rabki leba’s
Excpoftsion of thofe Words.  Hear, O Ifrael | <inmmy™ S
M:bovab, Elabenit, S ehovab-echad. Toe I ord onr God is one Loid,
and fays, that Yebavab (an s communicable Name ot God]
{ignifics (according to chat Rabb:) the Fatber, who s Gad
over all, anc thar cur God, fignifies zhe Sor, the Fountain ot
all Knowledge ; and by the {ollowing Word Feboveb is in-
tended tbe Spirit. The former on thoie Words, Holy, nol,
Foly Lord God, &c. {ays, that Repetition vefers to the Truu-
2y, tho' fometimes that myftical Author calls them irvee
Mirrovs, Lights , and Supream Co-eternal Fathers the Name A
Subftance of all firf Principles. Another of e’qual Note and Au-
thority fays much to the {ame ;urpafe. No wonder then
the Antient Thalmaadifis enjoyn’d all Perfons {as fome il
do) to repeat that Pext rwice aBay.  And on thofec Words,
The Lord of Lords Jehovab Gas [pokess "The vulgar Commeans
fays, The Reperition franies the three Propesties bY which God maci:
she orld. Amother, tbat he created it by his Dovd. .An{,}j.'.i_zt‘_‘fg
that be produc’:i it by his Spirat, acmr&ing tO thole Words, ¢
shreefold Cord 15 26t eaftly broken, which refer (as heiays} *7
the three Perfons in e Sacred God-head. But vhether this
- Faxpofitior: of his be pertectly jult or not, I {hall not here 3¢

ahout to examineg,

T g sE three Properties which fome ¢f them call Fooii,
i, ¢, Porfens) arc exprefied by various INames, according 0
rhe various Idea’s they entertained of them, yet they oif
~mounted to the fame thing 10 oFelt, Some call thuo: i_fii’
Pimcple, the T¥i]donz, and the Fear or Love a'f God : _A'w' el
Lo Second (accoriing i0 the Cabaliits) Pr‘o.f*feds froms 13 Tufur.:
ing of © o, ko behelds Lis m;s.? e

‘:t‘:":"" »
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fnitely bright PerfeStions as in a Chigftal Glafs ; which exatily
zuvees with what I mention’d in the foregoing Chapter, wiz.
that'Ged begnt _thﬁ Son, or Wildom, by conteruplating his
owa incffable Brightnefs.

Orurns call them, the Spivit, Werd, and Vaice. 'The Spi-
vit, {ays one, f?‘ec{ﬁr’d the Word and Voice withozr any ontward
Opﬂ"nrém of his LZP-S, Iy ozg.a:e or Bregyb. . nd f?zgf:? thvee are &
Spirit oy Ged (as we vead in the Book of the Creation) a mof? pene-
zmtiﬂg*SPi?‘ih 1o “Wb@f? be g{f”?'; Tf‘bo i5 one Goa, H&ﬂed fea‘ eVer -~
more 3 the Spirit, Wora ane Foiey 1, €. toe Spiriz, from whom rive
ptherr - Spirits ave deriv’d: Which Book was wrote by Rabbs
Abrabam, a very antient Cabalift, and is of {o great Repute,
that fome are of Opinion, ’twas Compos’d by the Patriarch
r¢ whom that Name was given, However he agrees with
is: FOr he ‘fays, thar the Spart conceives an Internal (Vord, fi‘om
wohich 1o proceeds a Poice.  Another {avys, the one God, the Lni-
jer, and the thing united, areone [upreme Being,

AnorrHER calls the three Perfons in the Sacred God-
head, the Crows, ¥ ifdom, and Intelligence,  Another makes this
Oblervation, that Jebovab is expreftc by three ebrew Soddls.
‘Thus, tho’ they differ in Terms, yet they all in Efe& ac-
knowledge the Trinnty, which *tis no wonder they could not
explain {o clearly and diltin&ly in former Agesas at prefent.
Another, borrowing from the Antients, {ays, the Lighs of rhe
Sonl 0f EDe _?»4%15- is the Living God, a Founiamn af Living 154 ater,
anie the Senl of ghe ﬂf!ﬁﬁfab, the }?e-:«’pftzuzl Streaws that ﬂoms ﬁ"cm i,
Again, That the Miffiah alone has a perfest Knowledse of God and
it bis Lighr, as well as thar of the Gentiles: For be borh kinows,
nad i kpown of theFasker . WNow he,who knowsGod toPerfeltion,
mult beGod, fincetheDeity alone can comprehend ir {eif. This
agrees with our Phrefe, Ligks of Lighs, and our Comparifon .
of the Fatber to a Fountain, and to the Sun, and the #ord to
2 3trearn, and to Rays of Light.

"T'1s remarkable, that moft of the Eebrew Wattes of God,
cxcept Jebovab, have a plural Termination, tho’ joyn’d to
2 Verb of the fingular Number, of which the Fews give the
?E.*:i‘ie Account as the Chriftians, and expound {everal Tevss

iii the 0/ Tefsament, as they doy in favour of the Trinity ;
3
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tho’ the Thalmudifis; firice our Saviowr’s Time; have taken ».
Lundance of Pains to wreft and corrupt them: Rabbi the Saix:
and Propher, talks in very plain Terms on this Subjeft ; tho'
I muft premile, that the Name Febovab was only mention’d
on the Days of Expiation, inftead of which, in procels of
Time;, the Name coniifting of twelve Letzers, was always
made ufe of. Now this Rebbi being askt to interpret the
Meaning, both of the Name confifting of Lwelve, and of tiiat
confifting of twenty four Letters, {ays; that by the former wvee
ﬁ ﬁgniﬁ:’d the Fatber, Son and Holy Ghoft ; and by thelatter, ¢l
Fatber is Geod, tbe San, s God, and the Holy Gboft s God, thre: in
oue, and one in three. The Doftrine of the Trinity then wus
commonly taught in the Schools of the Jews; and handed
down in their Cabalz from Age to Age; tho’ they dilputcd
whether it was applicable to the Incarnaie Word, {ome being
of Opinion, ‘twas inconfiftent with the Majefty of the Eere

nal and Omnipotent King of Kangs,

T = v uscome now to Philo the Jew, who wrote in Greek

‘and frequently takes occafion to {peak of this Doftrine. Gud,
fays he, @ the moft ﬁ*uitﬁd Being, and next to bim the Word #
God., Again, There are 2o Eternal Beings, the Word, end God
awho was before bim tho’ the formesr was the beginning and finc?
Confummation of the divine good Pleafure. Agatn, As a City {4h¢
Model of which is forns’d in the Mind of the Architefl) bas no Ex-
$ftonce but in bis Mind 5 [o the World bad none from Lternity, Su

ins the Mind of 1he Divine Word : For what elfe conld comprebent :h-
warious Works of the Almighty , or even the fmplgft of all bis I::-
a’s 2 To [peak plainly sherefore, the Intelligible World is the Pavd or
Conception of God wi created it. And this is conformable ¢
1ot DoStrine which Mofes has iranfmitted to us. Philu caiis
him alfo the Hea of Idea’sy and Model of the Univerfe, andizys,
This Warld is the younger Sor of God, but the eldey cannot be cornfre-
bended bur by the Underftanding, and by Viriue of bis Right of -
mogeniture awells with the eterzzal Fatber., ‘This exaltly agries
with that Paflage in St. Jobz 5 The Word was with Gad. Aguin,
he {ays, This Word is the Temple of God, who alore cas T
bim 5 and God comprebencling bins felf by bis own Under[tanding, XS

ot theSon, or Word, who was co-equal awithbin, be being the nizf

%

oreeable Obiest of bis own delightful Contemplation. And this Auv-
g ? g p
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thor being at a Lofs for proper Images, by which to exps
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1,15 dbomie “Peffen. calls himhy +he Book o wWhich alf Beings ura
gittiedy fhe perfett Mydel-of Yhe URiterfe ; the telleifital Sun,
Head of Hngeis; “firft-bovk of Gody by whom be goveras: diid
preferus bit Creatiires 3 the High-Prioft of the Werld', - M
o of Soudsy Wildons of God; perfect Iinage of the Stiprense Be-
ing, Iftrukent of God’s Goodnefs tvhine be hide the World, Phins
éiple of all THiNgS; dnd Mojt fiple E’ﬂﬁbﬂce s i‘hait:_’i“_s‘, Febovvah bite=
feif. Now; we do ot attribute more than this to she grbii
God, ind he could net iiore exprelly declare the #Woid t6- be
Co-effintiad annd Co-srevms] with the Farbyy.  And he adds; That
by bas in bimsfHIf the Seeds of all THimgs, bas given thes their vari
o5 Beings, andl is tbe indiffoluble Bond of Nattre; or (which is the
fawe ihing) 5 the vificient and ferimal Caitfe of the Uhniverfe: and
i€, e mult be Ged, Agaity; There are tiwd Wokds; the Origi-
pal; Godl dves all, dnd bis Copyp, - The {akter is iz 45 who ai® faid
by Tofes to be wwade afeer the Dhageof Gods ouy Underftanding
boing & Copy of sbe Biernal Hoidy as be i5 of the Eteriral Father 3
nd 1he Word 18 ibe éxprsfs Charalier o Fnips of God, -and Iiké
him, Eféinal, Now, Doeés St, Fobz, or the Authot of the
Esiltle to ¢hé Hebrews {ay move than this? Thefe Paflages,
which are highly worth any cutions Reéadet’s while to read
theit at lenpth; abound with Sy Jobi’s Phrale; #lhe 2Word.
He {peaks indeed of she Spirit 1h miore oblcure Terms, be-
caule rhe Woid was the ehief Gbjedt of the Few's Contempla-
don. It is [ufeient; that vhe’ ¢his Botrine was {hametuis
ly corrupted by the FHashini, if wis aot (6 by the Fews il
our Saviour’s Time : For Philo flourifi’d in the Réigns¢f the
Roinas Emperofs Trberius arid Caligula. And the realon why
the Jews prefesv’d if To uncorfupted was, becaule the Mefiab
was to be bord amoiig thet; aird Iay che Foundation of ¢his
Doftrine. But as {oon as the Sun-of Righréon/nel arole, the
Clouds that obftir’d it were imimediately difperfs.  And ag
the Suii efilightens both the Northern and Southern Hemils
phere, fo- this Teriet was not only receiv’d by the Chrifiis
ins, but the Heatheirs thenifelves in After-timss, tho’ invete-
rate Enémiés to. the misek and cracify’d Fefess.

 NUMENIUS; the iitoft famous Pythagorea: (for whoni
Porbbyry [dys, Plorieizs had {o gigat an e{teem, that he wrote
an Hundréed Books ot Annotations on him) fays, he that
wonld know ¢h: Firft and Second God, having careruily diftin=

| E | guifh’d,
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guiﬂf&,;;an&, :i—’bove all-'campos’d his Spirif, and c:1V’g upor
God, muft think of him-after the following Manner, 772,
firlk [elf-Exiftent God 15 a fimple, uniform, and mdiviftble Beiyy .
and the fecond and third are one with him 5 But the fir]t is the 1.
sher of bim who created all Things : Now the Chriftians il
them the three Perfons in the ever-bleffed Trmty, Acain,
The Fir(t dae_s not atl immedﬁate{y, but b_y_ the Mediation ﬁf t5 Je-
cond, who. prefides in Heaven 5 and there are tato Lives, one from
ghe ﬁ_;{’ﬂ'ﬁf&‘, another from the latter :  The one is conver[ant ouly q-
bout Intellefinal, she cther abour Invelleffual and Senfible Oipsis,
Befides, by reafon of the preceeding Mation of the Second, ther: is a
}::efe;eedi;fngiﬂ?on of the Firft: And zhe %muf:f:;f Order and x5
Occonomy of the World is 'ivbm'{y owing to their Joynt Operations,
fie fpeaks here like the Platonifts, who metaphoricaily 211
a Thing’s being underftood, its Motion, and its Undes
ftanding, 1ts being mov’d 5 being at a lofs for proper Teims
to convey an adequate Idea of things beyond the Sphere of
Rezfon. Thus the Scrifture ﬁl‘_’yfs,_ the Son was ﬁmt by the Fa.
ther.  Again, God the Creator is the Principle of all Things, ard
the chief Good is the Fountain of all Being 5 And the Second is ihe
Tmitator of tix: Firfl, asGenerazion is an Inage of Being. Again,
That be i5 called the Son as be created the World, and.is knov iy
all Mankind 3 but the Firft Spirir, 1.e, the Father is unkporn:
Which 1s the {ame thing (in their Dialeft) as if he had fid,
that he is the Image of the Father, derives his Exiffence
from him, 1s one with him, and was the inflrumentai Canic
of the beautitul Creation,

 NUMENIUS held (as Proclsus {ays). Three Gods, the P
ther, the Creator, and One who proceeded from them. MNow. cov-
taiply “tis an Argument of an ingenuons Difpofition, rather
to admire the juft and agreeable Idess that are to be foun:
interfpers'd in the Writings of any Author, than MNoomws-
like to carpe at his Foibles and endeavour to expole him.

AND herelet us oblerve, that they held thofe Thres like-
wife to beOne.  Plotinus (who was very converfant wiih thr
wWorks ot this Philofopher) goes farther, and fays, Thero s

three Suprene Subjfiftences, the ane Being or cbief Goodthe Underitei«-
. 1 ¥ ‘ .
ang,anc the Soulof the Warld; and before we prefume to make w5
of their smoft boly Names, e ought to offer 1p our bumble Addreljes 10 7

I
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orans of Gricey and:baniall worldly Thoughs, which are apt 1ol
firast our Minds, or. at legft so ruffle and difcompofe them, Theis Per:
fonality thereforé,and confequently their Generation is esernal 5 and the
one i.f’b,eifb’ﬁe t_f;e.qtf?er* only in a?dct of Nature, The Underftanding
begotten by the pne Being, is not’owing to the Will or Motion of the
Father, but is a diffefrue Light darted from bim like Rays from: the
Sup. For each thing waturally continuing to be , muft produce ano-
sher as a lively Image of it felf.  Fire produces Heat , Snow cold,
and Herbs’ Iwi;bg#t fome accidental Deficiency) a fragant Smell.
An eternally perfest Being muft therefore form anotber like, :bo’ in-
Jerionur to' it felf 5 and yet the Second Being in the Univerfe, viz. the
TTaderfbanding, Ward, and Image of God, cannot be feparated froms,
sTio® he be not the ﬁzme with b, ‘And th.lS exaaly correfpon-ds
with-our Notion ot the Trinity, via. Thatthey arethree Perfons,
but one God. ‘The one Being, {ayshe, begot the Underflanding by
kis own Exuberancy, like to, wyet different from bim, as Rays of
Light are from the Sun. Again, He begot auotber, Ly the Re-
e ion of the Begotien on the Begester | 1. e, by an At *of_ his U-
derftanding, wkofe Objeft was ihe chief Good, ~ Now as _the one Be-
g can be but one, ﬁ) the LTr_mferﬂawdfng is all in all; For being be-
gotten by the Fountain of Being, be knows and produces all Things,
is the Beanty of all Ideas, and Creator of the Gods, figain, As,
fays he, the Underftanding is the Son, Word and Image of God 5
[o'the Soul of the World is the fame with’ refpett to the Underftand-
ing, of whom it is an Intelleftual Ray, and’ on dwbom it continually
depends. ~And as there e no middle Effence between ghe one Being
and the Underflanding, fo neither is there between the Underi}and-
ing and the Soul of the Warld, Bu the former islike Heat in Five,
the other like thar wbich it produces, '1'hus we {ay, the Holy Spi-
rit proceeds from the Father and Son, and call him she Gift
of God, becaule, . God by him, who is infinite Love, vouch-
{afes to communicate himielfto us. But we fhall apprehend
this Author’s Meaning better by the Effelts he alcribes to
him. He infpires, {ays he, all Avimals with Life, diretls the
Heavens,  Sun, Moon and Stars {animated Matser wbich once had
10 Exiftence, or was a meer Chaos) by bis WVill aloney s all in all,
the Image of the Father, and like bim one, et Onpupie ent s And
this is the full Extent of the God-bead. He does not {peak fo plain-
Iy as Gregory Nazianzen does, but fays (according to the Sen-
cunents of Plato, Parmenides, and «naxagoras) that they are
different, yet co-fisbffantial and co-esernal '
' - AND
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A wp fora{much as the Isward Man is the Image of God,
‘& Trinity may be {hadow’d forth by one Saul, in which there
are three diltinct Faculties, wz, Mind, Reafon and Lif.
The gne Petngy lays he, generates she Underitanding by its own £+
whetqneéy - Abe larsér fm{?fxg’% refletls on, and is fild by i
farmer. dnd toe Iniellizible Betug, "Intellest and Intellicence an.
one, and the: [ecand is the Qriginal)  and wmoff graciens A% of :he
‘f‘jﬁﬂ{m! @’z‘b?bﬁ?"’-’g ﬁ}zge all pis Atts are his £ofieire,

- frifty and co-¢ff;

.....

r

Again, There is a two-fold Inselligence : Eitber g Being underifar s
- oA . oW . i . ; - gt . - . . - - - -; .* "
and gg;fgﬁ-g;f : 80 that the vne Beng is Juperiour ro the Underftand.

ing only is Qrder of Nature, Again, "We do wot call the fiiiy
Goa the Underftanding, bus the Intelligible Being, which swo, thongh
differeut, are infeparably united 5 W bich pevertbelefs implizs wct
the leaft Incoufifsency :* For God is kaotb the Perfa Corcervisy ar1cs
gonceived.  Whep awe fay the Underflanding forms Ideas, we mean,
swof in bimfelf, Gut in the Inrelligible Being, who was the UnderfPani-
ng - in bis Unity and Reft: Whereas confider’d as veflecting on bin.
feff; .5@@‘6’4 an Ag} Gfbff-,, aszd one apith bss Eﬂéme, A’gaig Ry
f"{ﬁ fé’??,d ‘Effidé’rﬁﬂ??d' are onge in ng, and zf any z‘biﬁg ﬁmceedﬂ fa*
wwihin bim, be is [till the ﬁim-‘? : Far the Conceiver and ths 'ié'bf}:zf;j
?ﬂ?ffi‘éfé;’é{-.'{é?"“f one s this Reflestion oxn bzmﬁ#ﬁ b&f}z‘g anly ?'ffg:;.tif;;f;

diffetent fronm: bis own Being, Again, They mouft be the fame, ur-
different 5 efJentially the [asne, (for whatever is in God is God) bu:
perfonally different, Now be calls the Regetter the Fasher, and
the bepotten 1he Son, as we oyr felves do.  Again, The Ls-
dé?ﬁﬁﬂgi?:& whom we cqll phe F atbery is the chief Gaod, enthron'd
in wnmix 4 Light, and rombrebends alf Toings, of whom this lowe:
World is but o famt Stadaw, compar’d with the Regions aboue,
whafé Inbabitapts are all Lighr, Life, apd Blifs, Now as oze wis
beholas the Sun, Moon, and Starsy -immediately enguires after rhe
great b of Nasie s fo b, b thisks of the a1l
and admives ity [earches after bine who creared i1, and @sks by swlom
and Pow this Underftanding was produc’d, this beautsful ind bols
Q;g‘j[{? f;;,’jo ;[1,7.5?2.;35 It a g/g‘r.;g_;{g Lﬁﬂreﬁ bér;*gw’d j}m the = ée;-'?.?;'zf

-

Fatber. 'The former is next to, the’ differcut from, ayd jnfevionr s

ghe lastery derives ‘?:f';[.[f om the flf-axifent Being, and ix bivs ars
. - 2 T e . e ” . i _ 1 1 | °
bicl all tbe Trea[vivos of Ui[dam " and Kiowledge, begasfe be lies cour

sitgally  at 55‘?’*;’5?9‘;???&??; Hegd 5 sybereas the Fatber, being the chis]
7, . . _ : ‘ ;- e . L SR e, o
Gagd, i (57 we al ackuowledge ) abfolutdly indeperdens,  Bgei
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Fe wha bebolds God, Das the bappinels te difcern bim begetsing
Son, and by bim all Things, and comprebending bim and the Ugi-
verfe with the greateft eafe, of whom this beaptiful World is as
fain @ Refemblance, a5 a Pifipre is of the Are of the curious Lim-
wer s and he, and we call him shs Wifdom of the Father, 4!
chings, {ays he, i the Sphere cither of Art or Naswre, were made
by Wifdom, Frome dvt we afcend to Nature, fram ber t9 a Mind,
and thep ask whether thay Mind begot Wifdom. If fo, Of what 2
1f of it felf, it felf mrf} be Wifdom, which is the true Effence and
Glory of a Being. Things indeed woid of it do exift with refpeft to
that VW ifdom whiab created them, byt not from themfelves, By true
Effence, he means the Second Perfos in the God-head, and
makes the Firlt above Being and the Underflanding. Wif-
dom 'énd} fruc Effence theretore are fynonimuus ‘Terms, He
iavs, The Underftanding poffift all Things in bis own Infinite Wif-
donry and all Ideas are Rays from bim. Tn Sacred Writ he is
call’d the Trush, and is indeed the King who prefides o-
ver it, |

A s for the Third Perfon, whom he calls the Sau! of the 1i'orid,
he feems in fome places to have a jufter Idea of him. God,
fays he, bas atted, therefore be bas willed, and confequently be bas
a Will. Now be, whofe Power is equal to bis Will, muft produce
VEE ';z,f;mc_ierﬁd Eﬁ}ﬁsﬁ God then, whe is Gogdni/} in the .Abftraff

filed bis own Will, and qwas what be wwilled 1o be, and willed to be
what be i5,0is Wil being bis very Effence, and an aft of it at the [ame
t:m2 ;. He bimfelf therefore cans’d bimfelf to become this A : which
is in effe€t what I have already faid, viz. ‘That God by an A&t
ot bis Will, and by {olacing himfelf in his own Infinite and
“ternal Love produc’d the Third Perfon. Again, He s both
the amiable Reing, and the Objelt of bis own Love: For beis beau-
siful in apd of bimfelf, and could not co-exift with bimfelf, wnlefs
the Perfoxn loving, and the Qbjeft belov’d were the fame. And if
she Qrigingl Exiftence, and be who co-exifts with hinz, if the Lovey
@ she Beloved gre one, the Love and the amiable Effince muft be
foto0. Now this Love (or the Third Perfon) proceeded from
Q-:Od’s co-effential Will, Again, This Third Perfon, {ays he, i5s an
Appetite of she Underftanding, and not only defires after, but is inthe

J#ll Poffffron of sheDivine Perfeftions: So that ’tis plain his Opi-

nion
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nion waé, that the ‘Third Perfon prec"eeds from the F irfr, by

; L

" "Tue reafon why I have troubled my Reader with {o many
Quotations from this Author 1s, becaule he afferts, that the
Doltrine of the Trinity (which he learn’d frem his Predecef

fors Numenius, OSewerps, Cromius, Gaius Articus, YLongmus znd
Phifarcheuns, which afterwards he taught his Dilciples whe
efleem’d him, as will appear by their Writings, no lefs then
2 God) was very antient; and becaule he very clearly, and
at large demonftrates the Impoflibility as well as Abfurdity
of admitting a Fourth Perfon into the Sacred God-head. '*

FAMBLICHUS fays exprefly, God made the IT0cld by b
moft divine Word, and the firft God being before bim, who rruly e,

and being aloney is the Fatber of a firft God, whowm be begor, o b
Auvells i bis own uconceivable Usity, and is a Copy frone iy "o
ther, the Ovitinal, and enly living and triee Go4. Iiere he -'FE_;EEQH
iy diftingnifhes the Perfons, yet allows them (according to
the receiv’d Opinjon ‘of the Egyprian Divine§) to be bu
ez Ged. - T oo

 PORPHYRY, who revis’d Plotinus’s Works, and v izow
St. Auftin eftcems the moft Learned and Judicious of ail the
Philofophers, tho' an inveterate: Enemy to the Chrifiians,
acknowledges, that Plare taugnt, that the chief Good, i. .
the z':ﬁ 'F’frﬁ_n Legor an Um{e}f tanding in an i;ﬁzforfreifv;:f;:fe Ty,
wrbo is nexe to bum ‘ fthe L

ff{f; and 15 the Prz'm.ﬁipfe'f:z?zfl Eﬂéma ¢

’ 7

werfe st The ﬁfﬁ Beaunty, amiable of bzmﬁ{f, generated by Goe frasi
afl Eternity, yer (asit were) felf-originated, not by any Pioreisi vie
God's Part, bur by an erernal Procedure firom hime By av ctoviial
Procedure, I [ay 5 for-as yer Tinse awas not, neither 25 there the ivali
-Eﬁ-ﬁ"mff“‘é/ on bet Ti‘,?fﬂ that and Eﬁﬁfﬂff}'. And this Divnie i"f:r;;‘h:r_? AR
afore erernal.  And explaining a remarkable Paflage (v Pl
tg, e fays, thereis a Trinity e Unityy the Supreme Demg, ar rie
Good, ihe Creator, and Seul of the World, And this is the full I
gent of the Deny,  "Thele are the Three Kings, of whow ne
makes mention, and or whom, he fays, afll thiugs baz: el
fole Depenilance. © The firft underivnd, the ﬁ’cwd devin’d From: vim,
and tbe third proceeding firom them both.  He talks indecd 07

.
E-:j ;"-E.C al* +
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much liké an Aridi, yet extremely well for an Heatherr. Nay,’
he goes farther than their Heretical Scheme will allow them; -
foe he {Peaks‘of_ One Effence, but Three Perfoizs, relatively,
.nd in order of Nature only differerit, And St. Auftin af-
{ures us, that he held the Third Perfon to be the Bond of the
Union between the Three Perfons in the God-head. |

PLOTINUS indeed was of Opinion,that the Third Perfon was.
inferiour to the Secopd, And Proclus {ays, he beld one eternal
Pf?";"gm antecedént o aﬂﬂﬂﬁfa‘, the {atter a:{:’:’erfﬂg ta‘ibs fa:f"mer, ,_‘wEs'
is God over all, and a Third, between whom Eternity 15 the mred:-
wn. Now, fince every thing in Eternity 1s equal, he muit

weaty 1 hree co-eternal, co-equal Perions (as Ploiinus ob-
Ty ho’ different indeed in: ord £ N
{evves) tho crffereat indeed i order ot INature.

PROCLUS, Pupil to Famblichus, {ays, the anticnt Plazs-
nifts beld Three Principlesy or Perfons, viz. the one Supreme Being,
the onc many, and the one and many, The Effence, {ays. he, or
Underftanding (which ate Synonimous Terms with the Pla-
tonil¥s) oviginally fubfifts in tbe chief Good, adberes to him, and
is pll’d with the Light of Truth proceeding from: bine, and by Virtae
nf toetr Union pc;?'ml'{es of his moﬁ Devgee Nature, e [ peaks
siere of the Second Perfon, Light of Li:zht, who derives his Be-
ing from the Firft: And by thofe Terms, Moft Divine Nature,
he endeavours to exprefs the. Preheminence of the eternal
Yather: Ellewhere he {ays, the Son is umited to the Supreme Ee-
g, and by an Intellotfual AfE, is Erernity it [elf, the’ dependans
on the Father, and uniform, or like the Fatber, and the Spirir is
mensiform, or like the Som, 1. e, the Underftandmg from wwhich be
proceeded.  Again, Moft of them, {ays he, hold three Principies,
viz. the chief Good, the Underftanding or true E (Jencey and the Soud,
Xhe Supreme being is firft, and then the Unity arbich jubftfts in, and
S deyiv’d from bine, . Now there muft be a middle Power beravedss
1o 2aro firft Perfouns, fo thas the Sfirfe might give Being and Perfec-
toi 16 the Second , otberazife the laster could not proceed from aid
reficét on the former,  This is the original Trinity above rhe Scale
of finite Beings, tte Uhnity, Power, and Under fravding. Oune pio-
ditces, anotber is-produc’d, and the Pgayer depends on the former,
aia i3 uniged to the larter 5 which is the fame thing in efedt
s it he had fiid with our Church, There are Three ciftind

Perions



Peérfons in the Sacred God-head; viz- thie Fathés, Son, aug
Spifit, yer chefe Three tre one. But 4s he was an invee:
pate Enemy to the Chriftians; it could not be expetied he

L

fHould talk in their Dialett:

AMELIUS, oné of Pletinus’s Puprls; fiys; Piocls el
Three Kings or Soveregn Minds;' viz. be whi 15, he who afually o
soys, and be who berfeftly fees; of it othar Teims, the real Ui,
[eanding; the Uﬁdeﬁdﬁﬁiﬁg deriv’d ﬁ'oni biing aidd the L7:i-
[Fanding proveeding fross §beni boih; -

THEODORUS ¢allé them ihe ﬁzéﬁézﬁfiai Invelleft, Tucelie:.
stial Subftavice, and Fousitain of Souds: And a5 great an Enemy
as Ameluswwas to -the Chiiftians, he acknowledgés the Zio-
wal Word was he, by whom God created all Tnings, and
owns that Heraclitus maintain’d the faimé Neotion. Nay, the
former had attain’d to that Pitch of Pridé and Impiety, that
he fwore by_the awful Majéfty of Heaven; that he was ths
individual Perfofi; who {a§ that Barbatiah; meaning 2.,
Fobn) {ays Wwas in the beginning, &e. Another Flatonift had
fo great a Value for the Gofpel of St. Jobn, that in his Cpi-
fiton it highly deéferv’d to bé tranfcrib’d in Charaller: o
Gold : From whénée it appéars what a beautiful Harmony
there was between the Greek Philofophy and Chriftian Dis:-
nity beforz the Incarnation of our bleffed Lord.

T & & Romans indeed begarn long afier to apply tiremiclves
to the Study of Philofophy,yet {peak miuch to the fame pur-
pole. Chalcidius {a¥s, The [upreme tneffable God créated all timis,
and next ro bime is the Wildon of God; the Autbor both af Teips-
ral and Eternal Happinefs, and laft o fecond Wadeiftanding; Cuare
dian of the eternal Law, The firt éonrmands; the [evond cir.iis,
tle zhird proclaims it: Thiz Law Men obferve 5 this 28 Deftizy it
felf. A little befeie he had faid, zhe [econd is the Etcrnal Un-
zfe?ﬂ'ar;df:-ﬁg Y f Ged, iz ‘ﬁé'é}f;iétzf 1EE, _?r‘éffmbffﬂg bis G osdﬁ‘ij‘.—?.ﬁ a$
alicays refiefling o the chief Govd: Macrobius likewife ackuow-
ledges, that Plaro’s Netieii of 2 {upréric and begotich God
was well grounded, and fo {ublirne that it could not bf:‘ o
vlain'd but by Irages addpted to ouf finite and weak -
pacities ; and that his ufaal Hluftratioh of 1t was !if-;_ d:é
| hrisn

.



f’;afi;ght. Rays*()f: thai}:‘ g‘(}}'tOuS memar‘y? thc S_q_r{ 5 aﬂffl Itha;f
holly foit {everal valuable T'reatifes wroté by

@5 have W | _ Wrot
77.ro and others, 15 a yisfortune much to be lamented.

I fhort, all the Platonifte (according to their di%xféhﬁ
: ities) make mention more or lefs of the Trinity in Uni-
i s agtée with us il their Prr‘:m{ifes, others m'thelr
3 Oonclufions:  The Ariftotelians are htﬂe_ to be régarded,
! fince they {pent their wholé time 1 Writing voluminous
; 's Works; and were {o diligent
;

i

Comments on their Maiter's W |
and carigis in their Search ifito Nature, that they wholly
neglected the Contemplation of the God that made her.
However, Avicenna allows, the $irft Underftanding prodiic’d o

% hﬁ:g‘g}jdi (.!;rid fbﬂf (o t}‘f?‘dﬁ buf: gdt’s Ild farthefu

! ¥ . us now fee what the Devils themlfelveés have been
for’d to acknowledge, who (either by the Affiftance of the
Sucred Scriptures, or by having been once the happy Inhabi-
.- nté of the Realms of Light above) have had lome inf{ight
into this imiportant and Myfterious Doctrine. And certain-
Iy it muft he no finall Sasisfaltion to obferve with what Re-
luctaace thole reftlefs, haughty, and obdurate Spirits have
fubmitted to the irrefiftible Charms of Truth. Thalis, an
antient proud Monarth ot Egypr, ask’d SErAP1S their chief
Dzmon (and conjur’d him by all thdt was Sacred no* to de-
- ceive him,) What Prince ever had been, or fhould be grea-
- ter than him{elf2 To whom he anfwer d,

TES I VIR R L DT el LE R DT L it L e T s L b itk ey L e ape

HeawTet Seos gxe"%sra"}’cc. AS}@'S CLCe

Turet God Almizhiies fill Heav’ns awful Throne ; P4
The Fasher fits Supreme, next bim, his Son,

|~

2,

The §pirit 1aft ; and yet thele Toree are Onee 3;
With {peed, tond Querift, from thefe Altars fiv, P
Tho deep, too intricate’s this Myltery -
For you to comprehend, or be réfolv’d by me. n
Th’ unletter’d Swain, who labours gil the Day,
fnd whiftles as he works to pafs his Hours away,
Lives free from Thought, from anxious Sorrow tree,
s more content, and happier far than thee.

' AND

¥
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- AND A}m”ﬁ, when eonfultcd to revedl the True Kf/igfopz, £
turn’d this Anf{wer,

M 0peAes mvme]ors &KCa

Unnaery Priefl, thy Queflions now forbear,
In vain thou'ly fpeak, and I in vain fhall hear:
Ask me no more of Him, who rules the Skies,
Nor of his Son, who in his Bofom lies;

Nor-ot that Power which from them both doth flow,
And moves and governs all Things here below.
Fain would I anfwer thee as heretofore,
But, oh! U'm doom’d by that Almighsy Powwer, %
To quit this Place, and fill this Shrine no more.
For ever now muft thele fad Gates be thut,

And thy 4pollv’s Tongue for ever mute,

ANorrER ume (as Parphyry tells us) being ask'd
which was fuperiour, the Word, or the Law, he anfwer'i,
We muft believe in God the Father, and in the Eternal NI
whofe awful Nod the whole Creation trembles) to whom rhe Father
# a Law, and tbe Jews pay the Tribute of divine Adoration, Aiid
Plutarch aflures us, That thelz Oracles were held in (o grea
Repute, that they were daily fung in Verfe, to make the
deeper Impreflion on the Memories of thofe who heard
them,

I Hoprx the Reader will excufe my Dwelling fo lonc on
{ointricate a Subje€t, fince fome there are who vainly 1 ma
gine the Trinity to be wholly inconfiftent with Reafon, ard
Philo{ophy, not confidering that ’tis one thing to conceic:
another to approve of that Conception,

b

L £ 1 us then conclude both from Reafon and Revelar o a.
trom the lively Sigmnatures impreft on the vaft Univerf o
gemrah and our own beautiful‘ Strulture, (t‘hat Micyocn:
or lirtle World in particular ) and from the Confeffions bo' b
of Men and Devils, that in one Sacred God-head, therc a::
the Faiber, Son, Gnd Sparar 5 rhe Second etema]]}r begottrn v

poon
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she Firft, and the Third eternally proceeding from them
both ; ¢he Second begotten by the Underflanding of the Father,
and the Third proceeding from his Wi/l Let what has been
faid, fince it relates to the Effence of God, be underflood

by way of Prolepfis, or Anticipatiou, the Dorine of the
Trinity being plainly reveal’d in the Sacred Scri ptures.

PEruArs fome may be {o Fragmaﬁcal as to reguite
even In this Cale a Mathematica Demonftration ; but let

them confider the Subjet is too Sublime, too Metaphyfical
to be accounted for by humane Reafon alone ; and let them

{ee whether what they {ay in Ovppofition to the plain Diftates
of Nature, and Senle of all Mankind in all Ages, be not meer

Conjeture, and altogether unwortny to ftand in Competi-
tion with the many folid Arguments I have here offor’d

to their ferious Confideration, to prove this very myiterious,
yet moft important Truth.

NOW: to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghof?,
be aferib’d (as is moft due) all Honour, Glory, and Praife, Might,
Majefty, and Dominion, botb now and for evermore, Amen,

&£ I N I S
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Printing by Subfcription,

4 Discoursk-Converning the Tiutly of the Chrifti-
an Religion ; wwirsenQriginatly in Brench by
Phittpi Lord Mornay du Pleflis Marly, Gover-
wanr of Sdurhure, asd Privy Cosncellor o King
Henry the IV th of France; and now Tranftated
into Engli{n 6y Mr. Bellamy. To which will bg
prefix'd [ome Memairs of kis Lord[bip’s Life.

HE kind Re¢eption this Book has met
Bl with, not only in the Original but al-
WAl {0 in.the Latiz and otlrer Languages
0NN into which: it has been Tranfated, is
el an undoubted Argument of its ungomy-

= mon Worth, and a good Plea for this
prefens Underraking, It wasrender'd inta Engliff about
130 Years ago by Sir Philip Sidrey and others: And
if fo great a Man then thought it worthy of an Eug-
{ih Direfs, “tis-hop’d the Publick will encousaige this
pew Atrempt te Cloath it in more Modern Language;
efpecially fince Siy Philip's Franllation is grown abio-
lete, and the Original very difficult to be procur’d.
Tha: Charater of this Nable Author i3 tao well
knowsn to- the Leatned World, to seed any thing to re=
commend itc. When he was Governour of Sszmure
and Privy Councellor to King Henry the Fourth of
srame, hefed: his ntmolt Endeavours to keep ehav
Prince- fitth to the. ProTesranT ResliGgrew, bus
not {ucceeding therein, he retired from Court and ap-
ply'd himfelf to the Study of Divinity; and how fuc
cesful he was in that Study the Reader will beft judge
by perufing his WoR ks, efpecially TH1s now pro-
ofed, which has defervedly been efteem’d his greatelt
erfermance. I T e
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Concerning the Truth of the

Religion;
| A.

Wherein che Arguments brought by the
Atheifts, Deifts, Arians, Soctnians, Turks, Jemws,
and other inveterate Enemies of our mofi
Holy Faith, are duely confider’d and fully an-
fwered. '

Vritten Originally in French, by Puirie Lora
MORNAY de Pleffis Marly, Governour ot Sar-
muve, and Privy Counfellor to King Hemry the

1Vth of France, and now tranilated into Eualilly

SIUBSCRIPTIOMNS

Ave taken in by I, Monnt on Tower-Hitd, 5t Maylinl
at the Bible in Newgate-fireet, A, Feiiico at Hainlin's
Coffee-houfe near the Royal-Exchange ; And 0y the
Author in Q/d-Bofwel-Court near Clenent s-Lin,



f CHAP- L That all Mankind unaninsonfly acknewledge a Su-

@.# preme Being, '

Chayp, II. That there is buet One G OD.,

Chap(.) LY. That shewifeft Men in all Ages bave ackpowledged Oue
GOD.

Chap. IV. Tbhat we are not able fully so comprebend what
GOD i

Chap. V. On the Trinity.

Ghap. VI. That. the Ancient Philofophers beld the Doftrine of the
Trinty,

Chap. V?[r[. That the World was Created,
Chap. VIII. Concerning the Time whesn the World aas Created.
Chap. IX., Thar the wifeft Men in all Ages bave acknowledged the
World to be Created., )
Chap. X. That G O D made the World out of nothing, or with- -
oLt any Pre-Exiftent Matter.

Chap, X1, That G O D governs the World and every thing in it,
by bis Quer-ruling Providence, |

Chap. XII. Tbat all real and imaginary Evils are over-ruled by o

Divine Providence,

Chap. Xill, That the wifef} Men in all Ages bave acknowledged ax
Over-ruling Providence, as a Medium between Fate and Fortune,

Chap, XIV, Concerning the Immortality of the Soul,
Chap. XV,




o The CoNTENTS, |
{rhaP XS That the Aricient Philofophers "tdugbt't?:eEs’ﬁf&jmrm[f;}

LT - . . - ." ' P B
 of the Souly and that thay DoSrine was wniverfally believed,
Chap. XVI. Gf the Corvuptian of bumane Nature, Maw's Fall {rom

W

bit Orizinal State of Innocence, and the unbappy Ofmﬁw&;@f 3

Chap. Y V1L, That the Sentiments of the Ancients copeeriing Oy
oinal Sip, and the Caufe of ity were the fame -with whe Wige
derns,

Chap. XVIII. That G OD 5 Man’s Supreme Good, and confe.
guently brs Chiet End. "
Chap. XIX. That she wifeft Men i all Ages bave acknowiedyes
G OD tobe Man’s Chie Good and Principal Ena. -
Chap, XX, Tkat the True Religion the [ureft Means 2o asyaiy
" onr Chiet Good and Principal End, and of the Viarks of it
Chap. XXI. That the Sernice. of the living and triie GOD i
the Firt Mark of the True Religiorz, and that this pure J¥oship
was eftablifh’d in Urael. | S o

Chap. XXIIL, That sbe Gods of the Heather w:re only Hevow
Men, deify’d to perpetnate tie Menzory of thofe fiznal Servic.: they

bad done their Ceuniry. L |

Chap. XX That thefe Spirits o whowe divine Adorazion ws
datly paid, vnder the Nanzes of thofe depm"tfd Heroes, awere 1Jice
mons, f. e. Devils o Evil Spirits.

Chap, KXV, Trat in 1{racl the Word of GU D avas the Ruic
of Divine Worfoip ; and thar that Rule was she Second Mark of
the True Religion, S

Chap. XXV, That tie whole Tenorr of the Old Teftament frrat
Iy demonfFrates that “twas written by Divine Infpiration,

 hap. XX V1. That ihofe Relat:ons sz the [facred Seripture ?.:r‘..-{ai;’?ﬂ

" are moft furpriving, and moft liable o Cenfure, are confirmed by

the Hearbens 5 achofe privicipal Qljettions to thofe Writangs «¥e be”

fully anfwered, B ‘
Lhap. wrviL Tha GOD AU MIGH'TY wever deii
race and Salvation to bis jbeczzféaa" People s he }_L

the Means-of &
shat E?i@*’%i?ﬂabfe Bleffing ¢5 ¢he Third Mark ¢

clites, and thar

ehe Lrute Rei‘r{g;‘onq o
Chap, XXV, Thar toe Me(iah whe was to be yod-ian,
and Niediator, wiz. she Eternal Sou of (>0 1), and o q}{’;ﬁ#?jﬁf
the Pumane Nature, Was jwomzﬁﬁ by bhis Father i the jacrﬂd Seiel

- g3 Yes,
Chao. XXIX.. Thar the tune at which it was meméfé[l thatule

ol
¥ l f?i‘:r’}ﬂ
.‘I'E"} Lsabt

; g - "y
Noefiinh J/J_:«MH Cop2e LS f[ﬂf‘-j:“ﬁrj accoransg 10 she Scriprtt

g‘cwiﬂlrmdftfom, 1
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| The CoNTENTS:

Chap. XXX., That TESUS the Son of the Firgm Mary Casns

at the exaft Time prophefied of biw in the Scripsures, and is 'THE
- CHRIST.
Chap. XXXI. In wbhich the Objetions of the Jews to our Bieffed

Saviour, and their Pleas for vejetling bhim as thetrue Nefitah, are
fully anfwered and confuted,

Chap, XXXII That JESUS CHREIST was and is
G OD, the Son of G O D, in oppofitioz 20 the falfe Notions of

the Heathens,

Chap. XXXIIL, In which she Objettsons of the Heathens againf?
fESUS CHRIST the Sonof GOD are fully prov’d
to be vatn and groundlefs. -

Chap. XXXV, That the Holy Gofpel antains inis the full and
compleat Hiffory both of the Life and Do.irive of the blefled § k-
SUS the Sonof GO D, ‘
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the truth of the Christian religion.) ... Written originally in French, and now translated into English, by Mr Bellamy." London, 1721.
Eighteenth Century Collections Online. Gale. History Society Trial. 27 Jan. 2009
<http://find.galegroup.com/ecco/infomark.do?&contentSet=ECCOArticles&type=multipage&tablD=T001&prodld=ECCO&docld=CB
3331948288&source=gale&userGroupName=hsociety&version=1.0&docLevel=FASCIMILE> ~  GALE
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