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PREFACE

i NHOUGH a Prefuce to
i I fo fmall a Treatife as this

i5, may by fome be judg-
ed needlefs and fuperfluous, yet
having reafon to believe, that
the READER will not be un-
willing to underftand fomething
concerning the Book it felf, its

e AR YA AN

. 4uthor, and the End of publifh-
| ing.it in Englifh, I fhall endea-
. vour, as briefly as may be, to -
E give him all the fatisfaction I can.

~ AS for the Treatife it felf
(which contains a Conference or
Difpute between a Heathen and a
- A4 Cbrzﬁia_nx,
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| The Preface.

(briftian, in defence of their res
Ipective Religions) it has been al-
ways accounted one of the moft
Eloquent and Curious Pigees, that
Antiquity has tranfmitted to us;
and in which fo many Excellen-
cies fhine farth, as it is hard to
determine whether it be more e-
loquent or pithy ; more florid or
found and convincing. The Re-

lations are fuccinét and clear ; the |

Arguments ftrong and perfwafive ;
the Allegations pertinent and de-
lightful, and the Whole deck’d
with fo.comely a grace, and fuch
lively figures of Rbetorick , as
makes it truly admirable. The

. Heathen enters the Lifts firft, and
* alledges all that can be thought

of, in favour of Pagan Idolatry, and
all that the Helkborn Malice of

- o

The Pfq‘ézce.

| thofe times, had invented againft

the Chriftians, prefling it home
with all the advantages that 4r¢
and Learning can afford. The
Chriftian on the other fide, with a
great deal of foundnefs and ad-
drefs, overthrows all his Reafon-
tgs in defence of Heathen Super-

ftition 5 beats him with his own

Weapon; demonftrates to the
eye the palpable falfenefs of thofe
Scandals rais'd againft che Chrifti
ans, and aflerts their Religion wich
fo much vigor and truth, and re-
prefents it fo lively (as it was all
beautiful in its primitive Purity

- and Simplicity) that it can’c bue
- greatly affe¢t and delight the

Devout R EADER, who muft
needs rejoyce to fee the Natural

amiablenels and Charms of thag

Rele




The Preface.
Religion, which (alas!) the Su-

Tbe Preface.

 fefliona Lawyer or Advocate, who

perftitious inventions and the un- | were commonly call’d Orators :

{uitable lives of its Profeffors have -
in, S' TEROME’s Teftimony
~ may fuffice for all, who calls him
i a Great Roman Orator. And in-
© deed he who perufes the Book in
fuited to the Dypure in hand, as . Latin, {hall find that he was no
- lels.  As rouching the Parties in-
fant and agreeable; infomuch, ° troduc’d to maintain the Dijfpute,

that I dare fay, that never more - W |
- give of them,, what they were,

. befides whar’s here exprefs'd ;
- though fome fuppofe , that the
- CAECILIUS  here mention-

fo miferably difguis'd. Befides
~ all chis, the Difcourfe contains fuch
an immenfe variety of Inffances
and Hiftories of great Antiquity,

makes the reading of it very plea-

Matter was crquded into fo fmall
a Volume. But I fhould be too
tedious, fhould I endeavour but
to touch the Heads of thofe pecu-
liar Excellencies it is adorned with ;
wherefore I {hall break off here,
and add a few words concern-
ing the Author MINUCIUS
FELIX, whom we find to have
‘been a Roman Knight, and by Pra-

feflign

And as to the Reputation he was

we have no further account to

ed, was that Great C_ECILL

- US, who was afterwards (o Fa-
. mous amongft the Chriftians, and
! in remembrance of whom St
- CYPRIAN took the Name of
. CECILIANUS.

THE



'Tbe .Treﬁce;

ance, by appearing in an Englifh
Garb ; though I can’t but con-

LIX, wasno {mall inducement

THE Eud of my Tranflating . .
this Great Orator, was chiefly that - A nd quhe‘rs. behey gﬂ VR That

this rare and ufeful Piece might no * this Univerfeis an Effect of Chance,
' Jonger walk up and dovn as 3 20d not of Wifdom; and chac the
Stragn o amonﬁ & us. but be. Glorious Fabrick of Heaven and
éomegof our fomilia ; acquaint- - Earth, had no Architect, bur was

to me, toundertake this Labour.

But befides ail this, I thought -

reafonablenefls .of .what they
would

i
d
i
/

The Preface.

would (o fain make themfelves

at all advenrures jumbled roge-
ther into this Excellent Order, by

fefs, that the hopes I conceivd * a fortuitous Concourle of Aroms -
that my Name might exempt it | An Opiion {o grofly contradicto-
{elf from common Oblivion, by = Y Sgnfe gnd Reafor, that it
being feen in the Title-Page with - c;:n?ot he ahmltte;ll bl?r anyl, bdut:
he Famous MINMCIUS FE- '0€ Who have fhaken hands
' - with their own Nature, and by

their Vices and Debaucheries

have degraded themfelves be-

this Treatife would be of fpecial neath the Beafts that perith ; for

ufe in this Atheiftical and Apoﬁati-i
zmg Age, to reprefent to our . 5 . S
unchinking Godlgf Crew, the un- But théfe more Brutith than che

they know and acknowledge
their Miflers  and Benefators :

Beafts, know neither their own,

nor

—




The Pfej?zCé.

- nor the World's Great Lord and
Maker. NWeither will it (as I
hope) prove lefs fealonable in this
dark night of poftafie, to hold

forsh to our nominal Chriftians but | = :
[tians, . it with the Original Latin; though

genuine !

practical Heathens | the

Luftre and Brightnels of that °

Holy  Profeffion , which once ° d i

. . i 1C
- fhone fo glorioufly in the (omin - Authors Words, b?t lculiienéenﬁf ‘
tenances and Lives of its Primitive ~ {0fficient to  exprefs i

Embracers, that it made all the.  Which I have been very careful

World to be in love wich, orto = not to vary from in the leaft. For

admire it ; if by this means they - I conceivid it my duty where I

might be brought to bethink

themlelves, and at length to re-
turn into the Way of Truth and
Holinefs, from whence they are
gone aftray.

AS to this Tranflation, the
READER may be pleas'd to take
notice, that I have all along made
great

T be J?refbce.‘
great ufe of the French of Monfleur
DABLANCOURT, fo wor-

thily efteem’d by Ingenious Men ;

yet not without having an eye
to, and continual comparing of

I never thought ic fitting to tye
my felf too fuperflitiounfly to the

could not attain his Graces and
Ornaments, at leaft to {peak his
Mind ; and to give the SubStance of
his Arguments, where my poor
ability could not reach to clothe
them in fo rich a Drefs.  For all
whch I challenge nothing but

the READER’s Acceptance,
and

.o .N:-_’?gg:r v-j.\_-,‘;;




T be Preﬁzée'.
and W’hei‘e it n;eéds; his Pardon ;
which might perhaps be an En-

couragement to me, to attempt |
fomething fuithet in the like ;

kind hereafter.

Marcus

g
1
¥
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FAREWEL.

MNarcus Minucins Felix
HIS
OCTAVIUS;
OR, A

Vindication of CHRIsTIANITY
aga,inﬁ: Pacaniswm.

HEN I think of my
dear O avins, and re-
| fle& on thofe delight-

ful minutes we have

fpent together, I feel fuch a pleafure,
as if I were ftill enjoying thofe happy
days; fo deep an impreffion has his
Idea left in my Mind, fince my Eyes
have loft the fight of him. Aund in-
deed ’tis not without caufe, that I am
fo fenfibly affeCted with the lofs of fo
Excellent and Holy a Perfon,as he wat;
B {eeing

i
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2

feeing he always exprefs'd fo great a

love for me, that in our paftimes, as

é

5

o
P

well as moft weighty Affairs, we ever
will'd and diflil’d the fame things, as
if one heart had been divided between

us.
intimate Friend of my youthful Loves,

and Companion with me in my Errors,
fo when thofe clouds were difpell’d,
and I came out of the darknefs of Igno-
rance into the light of Truth, he did

And as he had formerly been the

againft Paganifm. 3
age when they are the moft lovely; |
mean, by reafon of their Innocence 3
when they begin to fpeak half words,
and when their broken and faltring
fpeech makes whatever they fay ex-
tremely delightful. It is not to be ex-

- preffd” with what a joy T was tranf:
- ported at this unexpected felicity, of
- meeting fo good a Friend, whom of a

not difdain to accept of my company,

though indeed (which was the more

glorious for him) he far outwent me.

I fay, as I was lately refleCting on all - telling one another our adventures, we

thefe things, I fixed my thoughts on
that ferious and umnportant Difcourfe
which he entertain’d, in my prefence,

with Cecilins, whom by means there- -

of he brought from his vain Superfti-

tions to the knowledge of the true ;
- Summer begin to abate, and the ripe-

OCTAVIUS was come to Rowe, ning.Fruits give notice that the Har-
partly upon account of bufinefs, chief- : Z‘?& g at hand. Being aniivid in chis
ly, perhaps, to fee me, for whofe fake = 2IF “Ity, -
~ Ing to take a, walk upon the Sea-fhore,

Religion of FESUS CHRIST.

‘he made no difficulty of leaving his
Family and Children in that tender
age

long time I had not feen.
. WHEN the firt motions of this
joyful furprifal were a lictle over, af-

- ter our being fome days together, and

determin’d to go to Offia 3 the Baths

there, near the Sea, being very good for
- me, to'dry up my humors, and the

i

~ Vacation of the Vintage affording me
- leifure for that retirement. It was at

the time when the preateft heats of the

we went early in the morn-

to enjoy the*freth air, which quickens
the fplr_lltﬁ-, and imparts liveline to
< B 2 the




4 4 Vindication of Chriftianity

the whole body, and where the Sands,
in which the footfteps make fo flight j

an imprellion, do not tire the Walker,
but fuffer him without wearinefs to re-
ceive thebenefit of a pleafant and

healthful Recreation. As we were thus |

walking on, Cecilius who was in com-

rapis, as we pafsd by, did according

reverence. Whereupon Oavius turn-

ing to me, faid; Brother Marcys, you
do not like a good man to fuffer jone, ;

whom you daily converfe witl; to:
remain in fuch grofs blindnefs, as to!
{tumble at ftones in broad day-light,

figure, and are perfum’d and,crown’d,:

, o i rowling towards the fhore.
- pany with us, fecing an Image of Se-, delighttully wander'd by the Sea-fide,

to the Superftition of the Vulgar, kifs | and beheld the waves coming

his hand to it, in token of worlhip and :

P

yet {till are nothing but ftones. - In-
deed it concerns you, as well as him,

not to let him go on in this Error.
WITH this kind of difcourfe we;
pafs'd through the middle of the City,
and drew towards the Sea-fide, near a;
wide and open place, where we faw
the waves gently beating the {horc(ei,
| an

LEABI e

againft Paganifm. 5
and {moothly {preading the fand, as if
they had been fitting it on purpafe for
a walk.  And as the Sea is never quite
calm, even when the winds are ftill, fo
though the waves were neither high nor
foaming, yet in great curles they came
Thus we

: and
breaking themftlves. at our feet, and

then returning to be fwallow'd up
again in that vaft Element, and keep-
ing along the edge of the gently bend-
ing thore, with pleafant ftories we de-
ceived the tedioufnefs of our journey :
For O avin: entertained us with a Dif

which though they be fhap'd into fome| courfe of Navigation, in fo pleafant a

manner, that we could not grow wea-
ry eitherof walking, or hearing him.
And that we might not go too far,
we return’'d back the fame way we
came; and being arriv’d at a place
where Veffels are dry-dock’d, we
faw fome litcle Boys vying with one
another at an exercife of making fhells
to graze, as it were, upon the water.
The Sport is this: They gather fmall

S B3 fhells

|




6 AVindication of Chriftianity

 thells on the thore, picking up fuch as | 1y'd to feck my amends for this injus

are the moft fmooth and round ; then | ry, and to have this matter difculs'd

ftooping to the ground, with all their * between us in good earneft. 1It’s like

ftrength deliver them, fo as they may . hel fee then, that it is a more eafy thing

but julk raze the furface of the water | to talk of thefe.matters with thofe of

and he that makes them glide furtheft, .
and gives the moft bounds, does win the |

Game, Whillt Offavius and my felf

were looking on thefe Children, Ceecils-

this difcourfe.

ted and vex'd me to the heart; for it
feems that he does blame you, only to
offend me, and accufe you of negli-
gence, only to expofe me as an igno-
Fant and blockifh Fellow. I am re-

|  folyd

both,
Gods, and embraced Chriffanity 5 yet

againft Paganifm. e

hisown Party, than fairly and orderly
to debate them with Learned Men.
Let us go and fit down upon yonder

_ [tones that jet out into the Sea, and fe-

#¢ taking no diverfion in their fport, - cure the Baths from the 1aging waves,

nor any notice of the aftivity of thefe ' where we may reft our felves, and ar-

Youths, kept aloof thoughtful and gue the Cafe more at leifure. We went

melancholick, fhewing by his clouded  therefore and fate down, they placing

countenance that he had fomething i " me between them both, not out of

his mind that troubled him, infomuch . complement or refpect to my Quality,

that it prompted me ro accoft him with - (for Friendfhip either finds or makes
How now ? What is = 4 equal) but as a Judge and Modera-

become of thar gay and charming tem-  tor of thieir difpute, that T might the

per, which you are wont to have e-

ven amidft your moft ferious Affairs? - and keep the two Difputants afunder.

Whereupan he reply’d, I will not con-

ceal from you, that O¢faviys has affron- Marcns, though you be already re-

better hear the reafons of both Parties,
Then €acilins began thus: Brother

folved about the Things which are
now controverted between us, fince
upon careful examination and tryal of
you have left the Service of our

B 4 at
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8  AVndication of Chriftianity

at prefent your mind fhould be fo dif-
pofed, that you may hold the fcales e-

ven, like an equal Judge inclining to- .

neicher Party 5 that {fo your Sentence
“may rather appear to be the effect of

H

T

BASRE;

=

4

the force of our Arguments, than of

your own preconceivd Opinion,
Therefore if you'l fic down as a
Stranger, who has no acquaintance or
interelt on cither fide, it will be no
hard task t6 demonftrate to you, that
all the things of this World are uncer-

tain and doubtful, and that the know-

' that lye at our fcc.

ol

againft Paganifm. 9

| World, which have exercisd the Wits.

of the Philofophers of all Ages, and
who after all, have never been able to
come to a final determination of them.
For Man’s undetrftanding is fo little ca-
pable of fuch tranfcendent knowledge,
that we cannot apprehend even things
And it {feems to

. me a kind of impiety, to be fo curi-
; ous, as to found the fecrets of Provi-
. dence, and in our inquiries to reach af-
+ ter the heights of Heaven above, or to

ledge we have of em, is rather Opinion- |

than Certainty 5 fo that I cannot but

wonder when i {cefome Men {olazy, as
rathier inconfiderately to yield to the
firlt Opinion that prefents it felf, than
to be at the pains to fearch things to
the bottom. It is indeed a thing to be
lamented (and which puts one into a
paffion to think on't) to fce fome ig-

norant men, who have no manner of

derftand any of the ordinary Mecha-
nick Arts, boldly to decide the high-
eft and moft important Matters in the
S World,

rifle the bowels of the Earth beneath, ™ -

Happy therefore, and wife enough
fhould we be, if according to the an-
cient Oracle of Wifdom, we could but

¢ know our felves, and keep our mind

from this vexatious and unprofitable
labour, and confine it within the -
bounds of Reafon and its own medi-

© ocrity.  And if notwithftanding our

!
{
3

. i
Learning, and do fcarce throughly un-

i creeping on the ground, as we do, we

cannot hinder our felves from attempt-
Ing to mount up to the Heavens, and
to foar above the Stars; let us not at
lealt add this fecond Error to the for-
mer, and fill the World with yain Opi-

' niong
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againft Paganifm.

nions and Fancies, on purpofe to af- || continual confluence of the fiery parts
fright men. For whether the Princi- § of matter, of which the Celeftial Lights

ples of Things be certain Seeds, which
by a Natural propenfity have joyn'd
and united themfelves together ; or that
the Members of all this fpacious Uni-
verfe, have meerly by Chance been
fram'd and fettled in the orderly man-
ner in which they now are; What rea-
fon is there why men fhould fancy
a God Creator of the World ? What,
if we fuppofe the Fire to have kindled

|
|

6
¥
£
t
i
H

i

and fuftain’d it felf; that the Earth

Sea made out of the moifture which was

fhort time diflolve themfelves, and re-
turn into their firft Being, without the
help of an overfeer, workman, or dif-
pofer of all thefe Changes? Thus by a
' conts-

are made, we daily behold new Suns
to fhine: And by alike caufe the Va-
pours and Exhalations of the Earth pro-
duce Clouds, which afterwards being
condenfed, and by degrees carried up-
wards, do at laft diffolve themfelves in-
to Rain, or elfe caufe bluftring Winds,
ratling Hail, roaring Thunder, and

. dazling Lightning. Which is the rea-

fon alfo why thele Meteors do cafually

the Starsa and the matter whereof and indifferent]y d'lfcharge tbemfelveS,

the Heavens are made, to have fpread- | fometimes on the top of a Hill, fome-

times on a Tree, fometimes upon Tem-

was poifed by its own weight, and the  Ples and Confecrated places, fometimes

upon Palaces, fometimes on fuch as

drain’d from that heavy lump; Whae  fear God, and fometimes upon thofe

ground is there in all this for this Reli- ; that

gion? for thefe Fears? What means al] ~ of the variety and uncertainty of

this Superftition > Pray what is Man, - Storms and ‘tempeftuous weather,

and all other Creatures in the World, | Wherein it is eafy to be obferv'd, that

but a mixture of Elements, whichin a =~ W X ) .
" things here below are turn'd topfy-tur-

contemn him. Shall I fpeak

without any choice or exception, all

vy ¢ Don’t we fee both good and bad
tvolvd in the felf fame fhipwrack,
without any diftindtion of Vice and

n Virtue 5

M




12 A Vindication of Chriftianity

Virtue 5 the guilty and innocent con-

5]
i

i

m'd in one fire 5 and almoft all con- ©
fun'd : + dence are altogether unknown, or

fufedly perifh in time of Plague, and in

War the beft many times are the firlk -
cut off> Nay, in time of Peace, Wick-
ednefs is not only upon equal terms -
with Virtue, but preferd and ador'd:
So that when a man confidereth the -
profperity of the Wicked, he is at a
lofs what to think of them, and does -
not know whether he has more reafon

govern'd by a Divine Providence, and

the authority of a wife and powerful

Being, fuiely Phalaris and Dionyfins |
the Tyramt had npever mounted a -
Throne 3 nor Rutilivs and Camillus e~

ver been bani(h’d, nor Socrates forc'd

to take down the deadly draught. We .

fec here Trees loaden with Fruits, Y infancy of the World, deferv'd to

Fields well ftor'd with Corn, and = 72V .0
Hills with Grapes, ready for Vintage, @ Pitious, or exercifing a gentle govern-

which promife a plentiful Harvelt; = ™ent like that of Kings? For indeed

and all on a fuddain, this may be utter- -

againft Paganifm. 13
either Truth lyes deep buried, and the
fecret fprings and wheels of Progi-

(which is the moft probable) that
Chance ouly governs the World with-
out any Law or Order. And there-
fore fince either the vicifficudes and
motions of Nature are uncertain, or
we our felves certainly under the Do-
minion of Forture, how much more
reafonable and juft is it to retain the

to deteft their Crimes, or defire their - Docrine of our Anceftors, and adore

happinc. Now if the World were the Gods which our Fathers have wog-

fhipp'd, and in whofe Service we have
been brought up from ous infancy ,
than to go about to judge of Things fo
far above our reach as the Dcity is?
And is it not better and fafer to believe
our fir(t Fore-fachers. who living in an
Age of great fimplicity, and in the ve-

bave their Gods cither eafie and pro-

we fee all the Towns, Provinces and
Kingdoms of the World have fome

ly fpoil'd with rain, or deftroy’d by a ;

| tempeft. Surely it muft be own’d, thae 1
I ~ either é

Religion or other, and peculiar Cere-
monies,
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monies, each worthipping their own
Country-Godss as the Elenfinians do

danrians , Hifeulapins 5 the Chaldeans,
Bell 5 the Affyrians and Sydonians, A-
Jlartes the Scpthians, Diana s the
Ganls , Mercurins 5 and the Romans,
all of them together; which is the
reafon why their Power is fo greatly
encreas'd, and themfelves become Ma-
fters of the whole World, having car-
ried their Dominion almoft beyond
the courfe of the Suz, and the bounds
of the Oceaz: For by the Religion
and Valour of their Arms; by guard-
ing their City with the Service of the
Gods, Nunneries of Veflals, and other
Chaft Votaries, with a vaft number of
Priefls and Ceremonies 5 by appeafing
their angry Gods, when other Nations
would have Blaf{phemed them, and even
at that time when Rome was facke,
and had nothing left her but the Capi-
tol35 by adventuring (in celebratiug
their Myfferies)) to pafsunarm’d through
the Camp of their Enemies, whom they
aftonifhed and daunted with the bold

|

againft Paganifim. 1§
daringnefs of their Zeal 5 by’ continu-

ing (till to worlhip their vanquithed
Gods, even at the very inftant when

Ceres 5 the Phrygians, Cybele's the Eps-}

f"—
id

daringnefs ,

. their Enemies having taken their City,
# made "em feel the infolence which their
* Victory prompted them to; by fearch-
. ing for Deities throughout the World,
 to adore them and give them Temples
‘at Rome 5 nay, befides all this, by e-
retting Altars to unknown Deities ,
‘and the Souls of departed Heroess
“And in a word, by worfhipping the
- Gods of all Nations, they are deferved-
'ly become the Mafters of, and have

~given Laws toall Nations. Which De-

- votion of theirs hath ever been kept up
- amongft ‘em, and encreafed more and
imore in procefs of time: For age con-
fers T don’t know what of Sacrednefs
“upon Temples and Holy Things; info-
-much as the more ancient and unknown
their Original is, the more are they re-
-verenced. It is not thercfore without
~reafon, I confefs (though I may be mi-
ftaken) that our Fore-fathers did fo
.much betake themfelves to Divination,
;by obferving the flying and chattering
of

q
i




16 A Vindication of Chriftianity
of Birds, and by confulting the entrails
of Beaflts ; and did inftitute the Ser-

vice of their Gods, and dedicate Tem.!
ples to them. Do but look into the!
Hiltories and Records of paft times,
and you will find that all thefe Myfte-!

againft Paganifm. iy
Service of their Country. In fine,
witnefs Cxrtins, that noble Youth, who
leapt on Horfe-back into that yawning
Deep, whichopenid it felfin the mid(t
of Rowe 5 atid by devoting himfelf to
appeafe the Anger of the Gods, clofed

rious Ceremonies were ordain’d either)| up that dreadful Abyfs. And indeed
to return thanks to the Divize Boun-j the contempt of Divixe Bodings hath
ty, or to divert the {troak of his occafion’d the prefence of the Gods
Wrath, or to appeafe the fury of it more often than we could have wifh'd
Witnefs the Mother of the Gods, who fors which the River Alia (that un-
at her coming into the City, made; fortunate Name) fufficiently teacheth
known the Chaltity of a Lady, and' us, as well as the Battle of Clandins
deliver'd Rome from the fears of her. and Funins againlt the Carthaginians,
Enemies. Witnefs the Statues of thofe; which was not fo much a Fight, asa
two Brothers on Horfe-back, which: miferable Shipwrack., The Lake Thrs-
were ercted in the fame place where, ffmenus hath feen its waters ftain'd and
they (hew’d themfelves, when returni {fwoln with Romar Blood, becaufe a
ing from the defeat of Per/és,with their; Conful made light of the Verdic of
Horfes out of breath and all in a foame,: the dugurs s as likewife at another time
brought the news of the ViGtory, the! for fome jult impreaations which we
very fame day they had got it. Wi, {lighted, we were made a Prey to the
nefs thofe Games which were fet up a-} Parthians. But pafling by things
new, upon a Dream which an ordi, more remote, concerning the Birth of
nary man had, that Fupiter was offen] the Gods, an# the Gifts and Prefenis
ded. Witnefs the Decii, who won thej made to them 3 and omitting alfo the
Battle by facrificing ¢heir lives for the; relations of the Poets, and thofe Ors-
Service] c cles
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cles that have foretold things to come,
lelt Antiguity hould feem too fabulous,

do but caft your Eyes upon thefe Tem-
ples, which at once are the City’s Or-

. S —
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nament and Defence, and you fhall

by reafon of the Divinities which inha-|
bit them, and are there ador'd, than}

ments, or riches of their Gifts and OF-

are inftrutted to heal the fick, tof

and eafe to all our pains. And whiifk!

weare taking our reft, we oft fee, hear,|
whom in the day-time we impioufly!
deny, difown and forfwear.

ture and Original be unknown, why
fhould we fuffer thofe bold and impu-
dent men, who being puffed up with

Smce@
therefore it is agreed by all Nations,g%

that there are Gods, though their Na- |

]
4
b
ph

—_—

AU R

I don’t know what impious wifdom,
endeavour to weaken and deftroy a
belief which is no lefs ufeful and comni-
fortable, than it is ancient and vene.

| rable 2 And though Theodorus the Cyres

find them more Auguft and Glorious, | nian, or he that was before him (viz.

Diagoras Melins) to whom Antiquity

: Sitname - of  Atbe; ..
by. all the pomp of their Embellifh- ave the Sirname of Arbeiff, have
ferings. From thence it is that thevthey might extinguifh all manner of

Prieits are i[lfpir’d with the knowledge ;f and diﬂbch the ﬁrongeﬁ bond of Hu-

of future Events, and teach us how tof ;e Society 5 yet fhall their counter-

prevent dangers to come. Here theyfeit~w-i(dom, never pafs for Philofo-

ove to overthrow this Qpinion, that

Religion and Reverence of the Gods,

i : ) b . .
give hope to the afflicted, fuccour to%{é‘;éﬁi;&iﬁ‘;‘g a&‘d‘ln?PPm ation of’

the needy, comfort to the unha;;le,

If the Athe:

§ wians bani(h'd from their Country one
§{ Protagaras, becaufe he rais'd difputes
itabout the Gods (though he did it ra-
and acknowledge thofe very Gods fgther in a Philofophjcal and inquifitive,

than profane way) and causd his
Writings to be publickly burnt 3 fhall
we fofler men (pray give me leave in

;the heat of difcourfe to {peak out my
L mind freely) I fay, {hall we fuffer men
(of an pnlawful, irfamous and defpe-
rate Fation, without fear of punifh-

mens

G2

T
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ment to attempt againft the God;; whillk they are ftrangely fearful of un-

and gathering together a company off .o cain future miferies; Nay, the ve-

filly and ignorant people, efpeciallyf ry fear of dying after Death makes
Women, who by reafon of the weak-} them fearles of Death, fo powerful
o 4 ; rel an afcendant groundlefs fears, and the
eafily deceivd and imposd upon 5 traing falfe hopes wherewith they flatfer and
them up to a wicked Confederacy, orf comfore themfelves, have got over their
rather Confpiracy 5 into which they} Spirits; |

nefs and credulity of their Sex, are

are not initiated by any holy Rites,}
but by impious Crimes pra&isd in their

difdain look upon our Temples as
polluted Graves; They fpit at our
Gods, deride our Ceremonies, and}
pity others, whillt themfelves are moft’
of all to be pitied. They flight the,
Dignities of Priefthood, and contemn
the Sacred Purple, whilt themfelves:
have fcarce cloaths to cover their own"
nakednefs; and out of a ftrange mad-
nefs and unheard-of boldnefs, they!

make nothing of prefent torments, |
, ;

whilft ;
— E

and flee thelight, who are mute in pub-
lick, and full of chat in their private;
Affemblies. They with horror and}}

21

againft (Pagahiﬁn.

And in the mean time, as

! Weeds {pring fafteft, and ill habits dai-

. \ ¢ ¢ ly encreafe more and more; fo this"
Night-Conventicles, Solemn Fafts, and} g;rnidous and accarfed Se& e:rery day
horrid and inhumane Feafts? Thefe waxing {tronger and fpreading it felf

are the people that fculk in the dark,g throughout the World, it is but rea-

fon that a timely care be taken for its

total extirpation and fupprefiion. By
fecret figns and tokens they know one
another, and their mutual love almoft
anticipates their knowledge. They

i make their Lult a part of their Religi-

on; and fo much doth the foolifh and
mad Superf(tition of thefe People glory
in their crimes, that they promifcuoufly
call one another Brothers and Sifters,
and by this feeming holy Compellation
make filthy Incelt of that which other-
wife were but (imple Fornication:
Which Wickednefs of theirs is fo mgch
C 3 nois'd
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nois'd abroad in the World, that thef horrible than notorious. A Child co-

truth thereof cannot well be

which goes of them, iz, That by

N

; verd all over with Pafte (to conceal
‘Zﬁz Murther he is defigned for) is fet
before the new Profelyte, who, by their
command, ftrikes his knife many times
into it, until the blood run down apace
from all parts, which by themis as
greedily fuckt ups and this common

quefts;
ond; no more than that other report!
3:
- mad Superftition they worfhip the
" Head of that vile Animal

Which indeed is a fort of Worthip ve-/
1y fuitable to their Lives and Manners.}.

[an 447;

They are alfo faid to pay a great vene-i; Crime is made the Pledge and Surety

ration to the Privy parts of their}; for their Silence and Secrecy. Thefeare

Priefts, as if they

meant to adore thel! their Sacrifices, which are worfe than

Genitals of their Gholtly Fathers. Now . all Sacriledges. As to their Fealts, t,l_)ey
whether thefe Reports be true or falfe,’ are but too well known s concerning

I will not take upon
determine.

to be fufficient Arguments to perfwade

remonies and conceal’d Devotions feemi

me abfolutely to;. which our Cirthen(ian Orato_r tells us rin
But their Notturnal ‘Ce- ;! his Speech, that on a certain day (fo-
lemnly appointed for that purpofe)
they affemble themfelves all together,

the truth of them; and they who tell | both Men, Women, Children, ?mt}t{erﬁ
us that they worfhip a Man who was ' Silters, and in a word, people of all

crucified for his Villanies, and that the
tutes a great |
do worthily ! .
, : © Meats begins to kindle their blood and
their Crimes, by making them to a-
Moreover |

Wood of a Crofs confti
part of their Devotion, ]
~ attribute to them Altars fuitable to

dore what they deferve. |
the Ceremony they obferve upon ad-
mitting any to thejr Religion is no 1efs
ERRDC Rt Al " horrible

Ages, Conditions and Sexes; and af-
ter they have eaten and drunk to excefs,
and that the heat of the Wine and

rovoke their luft, they calta morfel to
g Dog, who is t)’l’d to a Candleftick,
fo far out of his reach, that in {triving
toleap as it, he overthrows the Candle-

¢ 4 ftick, |
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ftick, and puts out the Light, So that they neither Altars nor Temples, nor
having thus rid themfelves of the only  any Images, at leaft which are known?
Witnefs of their infamous actions, and F Why don’t they fpeak but in private
taking boldne(s from fhamelefs Dark-# holes and corners, whither they repair
nefs, they confufedly mix themfelves|: by ftealth, if this their conceald Reli-

- together, as it happens ; and therefore ! gion be not infamous and criminal 2

though it may chance fo, that they areii But pray, from whence, who,and where

not all Ince(tuous in deed, yet they arei is this one only folitary and forfaken
all of 'em fo in will and defign s fince i Gud of theirs, whom not one free Na-

;he Sin'aéted by any one of them!

is not only confented to, but wifh'd
by the whole Company. Several o-'
ther things of this nature there are,’
which I purpolely omit, I having al-

of their Errors.
there nothing elfe againft them but};
that of their endeavouring to conceal
fo much their Myfteries in obfcurity, !

teg
)

it would be an evident proof of the;
truth of all we fay, or at leaft of the
greateft part thereof For why do
they fo induftrioufly ftrive to hide that !

which they worfhip? Men are not a-;

fraid to publifh their honeft actions;!
but {uch asare unjuft they feck to cover i
with filence and privacy, ” Why have /|
| 7 hey|

- 2T T
S AT e

-7 World there 13 but that one miferable
ready produc’d but too many inftances):
And indeed were:

tion, no Kingdoms do worthip, no not
the Romzans themfelves who have wor-

fhipp'd all the Gods of the whole Uni-
verfe? Among all the people in the

Nation of the Fews, who have ferved.
one God alone s and yet they did it
too in a publick manner, with Tem-
ples, Altars, Ritesand Sacrifiges 3 and .
notwithftanding the power of this God
15 fo inconfiderable, that both himfclf
and his People are now Captives to
the Romans, But what ftrange and won-
derful things don’t they invent? They
aflert, Thatto this God,whom they nei-
ther fee,nor can demonftrate,men’s Lives
and Adtions are particularly known
That he hears their words, fearcheth
o theiy
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their moft fecret thoughts, and is pre.

ven to impudence ; for he hath a hand |
in, or at leaft a knowledge of every|}
thing 5 Heis prefent every where, and |
leaves nothing unpried into. But how |
can this be? How can he poffibly have |
an eye to every thing in particalar, |
who has bufinefs in all places at once ? }
Or how can he be fufficient for all, |

whilft he applies himfelf to every par-
ticular? Nor do they content them-
felves with all this 3 but they threaten
all the World, and the Starsthemfelves
with an univerfal Conflagration 5 as if
any thing could alter that Eternal Or-
der, which Nature her felf has efta-

againft Paganifm. 27
on) they ftedfaftly believe thofe Er-

4
]

fent every where 5 thereby making him|l rors they have invented, and fancy

troublefome , reftlefs and curious, e-| themfelves already rifen and born a-

{ gain; Which is a double madnefs and
folly, to believe that the Heavens and
Stars which we leave as we found
them, fhall perith; and that Men,
whom we f{ce hourly dye‘and have an
End, as they have had a Beginning,
fhall for ever abide. And asif Dead
Bodies being kept from the flames,
fhould not by length and procefs of
time be turn’d into duft and afhes, they
will not burn their Dead, and blame
us becaufe we burn ours. Do you think
that it matters any thing, whether
they be confum'd in the Earth orin
the Sea, or devourd by Fire or wild
Beafts? For if Dead Bodies have any

A T,

blith'd ; the Elements break their Alli- |

ance, or the Divine Harmony of the
Spheres be diffolv’d, for to deftroy this
wonderful Fabrick, which contains
and {urrounds us. To thefe they add
feveral other Old WivesFables : They
tell us, That after Death their athesand
duft fhall rife agains and (by I don't
know what ftrange kind of perfwafi-

o)

i fenfe, any manner of Burial muft needs
F be a torment to them; but if they have
: none, that way whereby they are
i {oonelt confum’d, isthe beft. Never-
thelefs being prepoffeft with this ridi-
culous opinton, they promife them-
- felves (as the Godly Party) an ever-
lafting happinefs after this Lifes and

s

i

3

7

»

- threaten
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. fl : is al-
threaten others (as being the Rebelf It cannot be your own 3 for that is al

Rout) with torments that fhall have
no end. I have many things to fay!:
here, to prove them worfe than others;|’

g

but I will not take pains to make iti:
out, fince I think it fufficiently done!
already. :
they are as righteous as others, is it"
not as a certain truth believ’d by molt,!
That Deftiny is the caufe both of the'
good and evil, that we fee in the;
World > Which is your judgment al-;
fo. For as fome impute all humane/
Adtions to Fate and Fortune, fo dol’
you to God. Which is in effec to fay,;:
that you have not voluntarily embra-;,
ced this Sect, but God has Elected youl
thereunto 3 So that thereby you makel!

But were it granted that!’

your God an unjuft Judge, who does!,
not punifh the finful, but the unfor-:
tunate. Pray tell me, fhall you rife:
again without, or with a Body? and
fhall that Body be the fame you have|
now, or another? If you fay without}
a Body : For my part I don’t believe}
there is either Life, Soul, or Senfe with-
out a Body. And how with a Body?

| ! It

AT DR A prpiant]

AR

ﬁ

. ready wafted. Shall it be another ?

Then it will be a new body, and not
the old one repair'd. Befides, fo ma-

. ny Ages are palt and gone; and yet
* who has ever been feen to rife and
. come to. Life again, though but for a
- fmalltime (as the Poets feign Protefilans

did) that we might have fome ground
to believe this Paradox ¢ Indeed thefe
Stories are but Chimerss of a crack’d
brain, and the vain comforts which
Poets have invented and pleafantly ex-
prefs'd for their own and others diver-

fion. And thefe old Fablesnew vampd,

your credulity entertains and applies
them to your God. Why don’t you
fuffer the experience of things prefent

* to teach you, at lealt, how vain thefe
. your promifes and hopes of the future
are? Poor wretches/ You might learn

what will be your Fate after Death,
by the miferies of Life which you now
endure. The motft and the belt of you
(as you fay your felves) are ready to
ftarve, being in want of all things ne-

ceflary for this mortal Life, and under

great
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great troubles and miferies ; whic pleafure.s, and entertain your fullen hl}'
God fuffers and takes no notice ofimour with troublefome fears and anxi-

- An evident proof, that he either Wiﬁnus thoughts ? You are never feen at

not, or can't afford you any reliefyany publick Spectacles and Triumphs

and by confequence is either impotentj; 1OF do you ever fre_quent our folemn
or unjuft. Thou who flatterelt thyEv;Feaﬁs and Combats in honour of our

felf with an immoruality after this Life{Go4s.  You abhor the Meats which
art thou not fenfible of thy condition £rég/fs have touch’d, and are afraid to
- Canft thou deny thy weaknefs, when/ talte the Wine that hath been prefented

thou trembleft at dangers, when thouy; 0 0ur Altars; Sothatit {eems you ftand
, 210 fome awe of thofe very Gods, whom

burnet in a Feaver, when thou}|
art rack'd with pain? Miferable dely-}jyOu deny. You wear no Garlands on
your Heads, and referve your Oint-

fion ! Not to own one’s mifery, evenf, .
when one fecls ic! But to leave thefements and Perfumes for “the Dead;

common Matters; behold there arefjNor do you o much as adorn the

b - ! ) ¥ . .
executions, punithments and torments}j Graves of your deceafed Friends with
that await you, and crofles, not tof Chaplets. You look pale and trem-

iS

be ador'd by you, but endurd; with | bling, and are indeed real Obje&s of

fires and flames, which you own your [ PIty 5 but it muft be of the pity of

felves afraid of, whillt you foretel and jj 0ur Gods, for yours take no notice

threaten them to others, Where isjof you. Miferable Wretches! who-

that God that can raife the Dead, but [ deprive yaur felves of the enjoyments
not relieve the Living? Are not the | Of this Life, and deceive your felves

. :5 - . _
Roweans, without the affittance of your [j 10 the expeltation of another, There

God, become the Mafters of the World, § fore if you have any wifdom or mode-

and of your felves too, whillt you in ﬁY left, give over gazing upon the

the mean time refrain from lawful Stars, and fearching into the Deﬁi”)f’_
o

, pleafures, |
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of the World 5 And think it enough}
to look to your own feet; efpe.
cially for fuch rude and unlearnedf
People as you are, who hardly under-
ftand matters of a Civil concernment, |
much lefs are able to difcourfe of Di-|}
vine and Heavenly things. But if youj;
have fuch an itch of Philofophizing, fol-
low the Example of Socrater (you who
think fo highly of your felves) that
was the Prince of Wildom: All know
the anfwer he was wont to make to
thofe that ask’d him any Queftions a-
bout Matters of DIVINITY. Whas's},
above ws ({a1d he) does not concerrn us.};
For which he merited the Praife of ex- i
traordinary Wifdom, from the mouth §;
of the Oracle it felf; and he himfelf
was fenfible, that it was not for his{
knowing all things, that Apollo had
pronounced him the Wifelt of all
(Greece 5 but becaufe he had learn’t this k
one thing, That he knew nothing. This |

PR ARAROA A 15. WERAAANY
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therefore is the greatelt Wifdom of all,
for a Man to confefs his own ignorance. §
Upon this bottom were founded the
Opinions of Arcefilas, Carneades and |
{everal

¢ difficulty.
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feveral other Philofphers of the Ancient
Academy, who thought it fafelt not 1o
determine any thing in Matters of any
And indeed this modeft
and doubtful way of Philofophizing is
the beft, fecing it is warinefs in the
Ignorant, and wildom in the Learned,
It was this, which gain’d fo much ad-
miration and efteem to  Simonides ,
whofe admirable flownefs and caution
deferves to be proposd as an Example
tobeimitated by all Pofterity. For be-
ing ask’d of Hzero what his belief and
opinion was concerning the Gods; he
at firt demanded a day to confider of
1t: The next day after being queftion-
ed about the fame thing, he defird
two days mores the third time he
crav'd as.many mores and fo fiom

that time forth he ftill doubled the
i number : At which the King {tanding

amaz'd (not being able to guels the

- reafon of {0 many delays) and prefling

him to anfwer the Quecltion without
any further put-offs 5 The more (faid

he) O King, that 1 Study and meditate
\ o the Thing you enquir'd of me, the more

D obﬁwrc
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obfeure it grows. Thus (methinks) we is the Thing we contend for. And

ought to leave fuch things as are intri-
cate and uncertain, undetermin’'d, and
not boldly give our Verdict in a Mat- }
ter, wherein the Wileft Men are at a

¢ ken with it, becaufe it was both very

great lofs, and ufe to fufpend their | witty and graced with adntirable va-

Judgmﬁntss nor be too fOl‘W‘al‘d to re- riety) but [ am forry to ﬁwje, that the

{olve and decide Controverfies, whillt | probability of Things does change face,

P, N n 1 A . age o
the ableft and moft Learned are yet in § according to the abilities and elo-

doubtiul deliberation about them 5 fee- | quence of thofe that difcour(e themn

ing this is the ready way either to de-§ 414 thac the moft evident truth often .

ftroy all manuer of Religion, or to§ is ohfturd by the weaknefs of thofe

introduce the moft fulfome Superftition | who manage it.
| carry’d away with an Eloquent Speech,

WHEN Cecilins had thus made an | and 1o affent tg every thing thatis plau-

end, Well (faid he, with a fmilingp fibly faid, and to be diverted from the

countenance; for the earneftnes off confideration of what’s treated of.
3

his Dilcour{¢ had appeasd his Anger)E without difcerning Trath from Falf

what to all this fays our Ofavins of the I hood, or confidering that as a Paradox

Race Plautus {peaks of, the chief of Ba-f may fometimes be true, fo a. likel

kers, and the meaneft of Philofophers ¢ g thing often is falfc : And therefore the

Soft (faid I to him) you had betterf esfep they are to believe the afferti-

fpare your braggs, and not begin yourf opgs of others, the oft’ner are they re-

triumph till you have got the Viorys} provd and convinc'd by thofe who
_ | look nearer into the Matter: So that
Remem-§
ber that Truth, and not Vain-glory, 4
i

and intolerable Slavery.

nor pleafe your felf too much with the
fine Speech you have made.

-
.
9
!
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indeed it is not your Difcourfe that

gives me the greateft trouble (though
I muft confefs that I was extreamly ta-

Men are apt to be

being nettled at laft to fee themfelves
eceivd at every turn, they caft ¢he
D2 blame
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blame of their own rafhnefs upon the |
doubtfulnefs and uncertainty of all |
| of the Whole, with all the ftri¢nefs
thing and believe nothing at all, than §
concern themfelves in Matters that are §
{fo doubtful, and-lyable to miftake, § good 1n it, contenting our felves to
"Tis therefore our intereft to have .a j
care, left this fhould make us have an |
averfion for all manner of Difcourfe §

things, and had rather condemn every

and Conferences, or (which is worfe)
make us diftaft and hate the company
of Men.

:
3
|
i
»
tu' .
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times to perfwade things that are not 5
it s our Duty to ponder and conlider

and exa&nef: lmq;nnable, that we may
pick out, approve and receive what’s

commend what is wittily faid, without
believing it.
YOU rranfgrefs the bounds, and

b keep not the mealures of an equal Judg
¢ (reply'd Cecilins) by iuterrupting our
For thofe who eafily believe
any thing, finding themfelves frequent- §
ly deceiv'd, by perfons whom they be- §
fore efteem'd “honeft and good Men, §
fall into another extreme, which is, g
That they fufpect all the Wor]d and §
miftruft even thofe in whom they have }|
reafon to repofe the greate(k confidence, |
Wherefore fince it is {fo natural for.e- §
very one to employ all their might |
in the vindication of their own Opini-
ons, and fince alfo in fuch Difputes as
thefe, the one has commonly more |
Truth on his fide, though obfcure and §
unperceiv'd, and the other more Wit §
and Eloquence, even fo far as fome- §
times §

Difpute with a Difcourfe that endea-
vours to weaken the {trength, and take
away the credit of what I have faid ;
efpecially feeing Ocfavins has all the
Particulars of my Reafoning whole and
entire before him, and may anfwer and
refute them, if he can: And for all
your reﬂe&mg on my Difcourfe, if I
be not miftaken, I have done nothin
but what’s for the intereft of us both;
having endeavour’d only to exhibite a
Compendinm of the Matters in Quelti-
on between us, to the end that what
I have deliver'd, might be examind,
rather by the force and foundnefs of
Reafon, than by any high and porpous
D 3 - Ele-




38 AVmdication of Chriftianity
Eloquence. And we ought not any
more take off our attention from con-

fidering the Things themfelves (as you
well obferve) fince our Fammarins is

now preparing and raifing himfelf to
take his turn, if we can but have the §
‘patience to hear him with filence. _

I SHALL fpeak (faid Otavius) as
much to the purpofe as I can.  But we }
muft fir(t endeavour to wipe off all nju- f

ries,calumnies and reflections,and to dif:

5
i

pel thofe clouds with the light of Truth, |

Tobegin therefore, T mult firlt of all §
tell yon plainly, That you have ex-
prefsd (o great an uncertainty about
the things you fpoke of, that i doubt-
cd whether you fail'd in point of Learn. |
ing or Knowledge, or were blinded by
Error. For fometimes you faid thatf
you believ’d there were Godss and)
fometimes again, that you did not
know, what to believe of ‘em 5 as iff
you had a defign by your ambiguous|
Expreflions to avoid the dint of myk
Anfwer. But I can’t think this of Ce-}
¢ilins 5 Thefe crafty tricks are beneath|
the greatnefs of his Wit, and the Gim-|

plicity
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plicity of his temper. But he does
like thofe, who knowing not the way,
ftop when it divides into many, and
are at a lofs which to take, bec;au('e
they cannot believe them all right,
and dare not chufc any one: In like

' manner he who hath no firm judgment

of Truth, is doubtful and d'ivided m
his Opinion about it, accordingas the
reafons on either fide do incline and
fway him by turns. Thereforeit isno
wonder if Cecilius alfo be tofsd to and
fro by contrary Opinions. Which
that he may no longer be, I will con-
vince him of the Variety }?f his F.rr}or.s,
by reprefenting Truth to him which is
bgt oge, and (go fettle and eftablifh him
for ever. And becaufe he takes it fo
heinoufly , that unlearned and poor
ignorant people (as he calls us) fhould
maintain any Difpute about Diviue
Matters 3 he muft underftand, that
all Men are born reafonable Creatures,
without any diftin&tion of Age, Qua-
lity or Sex, and owe not their Wif-
dom to Fortune, but to Naturc. Be-
fides, that Philofophers and other re-

D4 nowned
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nowned Inventors of Arts and Sciences,
were accounted but mean people, il-
literate and poor, till their wifdom
made them/Famous 3 So true it is, that
the Rich who idolize their Treafures,
make more account of their Gold, than
of Heaven ;3 whereas fuch poor Fel-
lows as we, have always been the
Searchers-out of Wifdom and Teachers
of it to others. Whereby we may
plainly fee, that Wit and Wealth do
not always go together ; neither is it
{o muclf the Effeét of great Study and
Indufiry, as an advantage of Nature.
Men oughtnot thercfore to quarrel, or
be angry, when they fee others make it
their bufinefs to inquire into the truth
of Divine Myfteries, and declare the
under{tanding they have of them 5 fee-
ing we ought not to regard o much

the Authority or Quality of the Dif
puter, as the Weight and Truth of

what is {aid.  The ftrength of Reafon

appears moft clearly, when the Dif §
courfeisftript of all external Ornaments |
and Flourithes , not painted and fet }
off with an artificial Grace and Elo- |
-  quencg |

againft Pacanifm. . g1
quence, but fupporred by Truth,

which is the Rule of Right and Wrong.

Not that 1 deny, for all that, what
Ceecilins has given himf{elf fo much trou-
ble to prove, viz. That Man ought to
know himiclf, what he 1s,from whence,
aiii tor what ends Whether he be
cerupounded of, the Elements, or made
up ot Atomss; or rather fram'd, fa-
fhion'd, and animated by GOD himfelf.
But this we cannot refolve without 1n-
quiring into the nature of the Uni-
verfe, {eeing both thefe things have (o
near a relation, and are fo {traitly
linked to one another, that we cannot
rightly apprehend what Man is, with-
out a diligent ¢nquiry into-the nature
of the Deity 5 nor be able to manage
the civil Affairs of this World, with-
out being acquamted with the confti-
tution of this great City of the Uni-
verfe. And indeed 1t being this efpe-
cially, that makes us differ from Brutes,
that whereas they are continually {toop-
ing downwards to the ground, look-
ing no higher than their Food 3 we on
the contrary, who have our Faces ratsd
- | upwards
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upwards to behold Heaven, and are
endued with the ufe of Speech and
Reafon, which teaches us to acknow-
ledge GO D, to perceive and imitate
Him 5 we cannot without guilt fhut
our Eyes againft this clear Light, which
continually glares upon our Senfes s
it being the higheft kind of Sacriledge
to feek that on Earth, which is not to
be¢ found but in Heaven. And to
{peak the truth, one muft be blind and
fenfelefs, to fancy all this great and
admirable Fabrick of the World,to have
been form'd by a fortuitous concourfe
of blind, fenfeles, and unthinking
Atoms, rather than by the unfearch-
able Wildom and immenfe Power of a
God. For what can be more plain,
evident or confpicuous (whether we
lift up our Eyes to Heaven, or caft
them down to the Earth) than that
there is an inconceivably-powerful and
wife Spirit, which does infpire, influ-
ence , move, cherith, and condu&
whole Nature, and every part of it ?
Do but behold the Heavens s Let your
thoughts out into the valtnels of their
} Extenfion ;

f
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Extenfion; confider the {wifinels of
their courfe ; view  them by night,
when they fparkle, and are all be-
{fpangl'd with Stars; or by day, when
they are all bright and refplendent from
the Sun s and you will eafily difcern
the wonderful and Divize skill of the
Supream Governour in the ordering
and poizing of all thefe, Again, con-
fider how the Sun by his courfe through
the Zodiack meafures out the Year,
and diftinguithes its Seafons, as the
Moon does the Months by her increafe
and decreafe. What {hall I {ay of this
continual viciffitude of Light and Dark-
nefs, which affords us the agreeable and
neceflary enterchange of Labour and
Reft? But I muflt leave the further
difcourfe of the Stars vo the Afirologers,
whofc proper bufinefs it is to inquire
into their Virtues and influences, and
who teach us, which of them rule the
Winds, and inform the wary Mariner
in the Art of Navigation 3 and which
of them determine the time for Plow-
ing and Reaping, and are the perpe-
fual Almanack of the laborious Huf

bandman.
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bandman, From all which it is unde-
niably evident, that thefe Wonders
could never have been created, fram'd
and difposd in that excellent Order ,
without the perfe& Wifdom of the
Supream Artift 5 feeing we cannot fo
much as know or underftand them,
without a great fagacity of mind and
reafon. What (hall we fay of that
exact Difpofal of Time and Seafons,

their Varicty > How loudly dothey pro-
claim their Drine Author, and Wife
Director! The Spring 1s not more plea-
fant by its fair Days and Flowers, than

Earth; and the liberal Plenty of Ax-

tumen 15 not more joyful, than the wet

and froft of Winter 1s needful. Which
Order mighe eafily be difturbed, if it
were not difpenfed by the fteady Hand
of Power and Wifdom. Oh! the Won-
ders of Providence ! which has allay’d
the nipping frofts of Winter, and
fcorching heats of Swmmer, with the

i : nter:

wherein we do not koow which we |
are to admire molft, their Conftancy or |

the heat of Summer is ufeful and ad-
vantagious to ripen the Fruits of the ,
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intervening temperature of the Spring
and Autumns and that with fuch exa-
ctnefs,that che change of thefe extreams
of heat and cold, is {0 far from being
intolerable, that it is even eafie and
delightful, giving us the pleafure of
variety,and yet {liding gently and infen-
fibly from one extremity to another.
Caft your eye upon the Sea, and to
your amazement you f{hall fee how the
loofe Banks of Sand give a check to 1ts
proud and raging Waves. Confider
the wonderful ebbings and flowings of
the Oceans Behold the Springs whofe
waters flow continuallys View the
Rivers which purfue their uninterrupt-

~ed courfe without ceafing, and ever

returning to that vaft Deep, which’
isthe Center of their Emanation : Take
a profpect of thofe valt Woods and
Forrefts, which deck and grace the
face of the Earth; they are all fed from
its bowels, and yet the Earth 1s never
the lefs. What fhall T fay of that plea-
fant and ufeful difpofal of the ftecpnefs
of Mountains, the rifings of Hills, the

vaft extenfion of Plains? Or what {hall
I
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I fay of fuch numberlefs pumbers of

Creatures, whoare (each of them) fe-
wverally furnith'd with their peculiar
Weapons of defence 5 fome are armed
with horns, others fenced with teeth 5
fome ftrength’'ned with hoofs, others
fharp'ned and edged with claws 3 fome
appointed with {tings and fpurs, others
defended with a prickly and unacceffi-
ble skin ; whiilft others again fecure
themiclves by the lightnes of their
heels, or fwiftnefs of their wingss Na-
ture having beftow’d on every one of
them cither {trenyth or cunning for
their own defence ? But above all, the
perfection and beauty of the Shape of
Mazn, proclaims and owns GOD to have
beenthe Artift that fram'd it, His up-
right Stature, his raisd Countenance,
in the upper part whereof the eyes are
pofted as on a Watch-tower, and where
all the other Senfes have their feveral
Stations and Quarters allotted them,
as 10 a Caltle or Citadel. We fhould
never have done in going about to
treac in particular of all thefe Won-

ders: There 1s not one part in Man,

which
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which is not ornamental and graceful,
as well as neceffary : And what is yet
more admirable is, That the fame Fi-
gure which is common to us allisdiver-
fified by fuch aninfinite variety of Fea-
tures in each of us, that as there is a
likenefs in all, {o there is in every one
{fomething that makes him unlike to an-
other. Befides, how wonderful is the
manner of our Birth ? How ftrong and
prevalent the defire of begetting our
Like? Upon whom can you father thefe
Wonders but upon GO D alone, who
{wells the breafts with milk, againft the
time the Infant breaks his Prifon, and
comes to breath the free and open Air,
fuiting their nice tendernefs with a pro-
portionate delicate nourifhment? Nor
do’sthisbountiful GOD content himfelf
to take a general care of the Univer{e,
but provides alfo for each part of it.
WhatGhreat Britain wants of the heat of
the Sun,is made up by the warm Vapours
which arife from the Sea that furrounds
it. The overflowing of the River Ni-
Jus ferves Egypt inltead of Rain.  Ey-
phrates makes Mefopotamsia fruitful, a?ld

the

Ve
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the River Indus is fad both to fow and
water thofe Eaffers Parts. If perchance
you fhould come into a houfe, and
there find all the Rooms richly furnifh-
¢d, beautified and adorned, would
younot wichout the leaft heficancy con-
clude, That there is fome Lord and
Owner of it, whois far better than all

this rich and glorious Furniture 5 {o |
likewife in-this flately Palace of the |
World, when you take a view of Hea- | Thebar Brothers. All the World knows
ven and Earth, and that Providence, |
Order and Law, which difpenfeth and |
directs all things in them, doubt, if you |
can, that there is a Lord and Father of
this great Family, whofe Glory far
tranfcends that of the Sun, Moon and §
Stars, and who is more beautiful than [

the moft lovely part of 1t. But per-
haps, fince there is no doubt whether
there be a Providence or not, you may
think it a Queftion whether there be
butone or many , that have a hand in
the adminiftration of this Celeftial Go-
vernment, 1t will not be a hard mat-
ter to fix this your incertainty, if you
will but attentively confider the King-

doms
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domsof the Earth, whichare but {o ma-
ny Copies of the One Heavenly Ori-
ginal Empire. When did ever a Mo-
narch either admit of a Partner in his

Soveraignty , in full truft and confi-

dence, or lay him afide without blood ?
I omit fpeaking of the Perfians, who
refer’d the choice of their Prince to
the neighing of an Horfe 5 and pur-
pofely pafs-by that old Story of the

what diflenflion there arofe between
two Twins, which of them {hould be
King over a Company of Shepherds;
and their poor Cottages. The Wars
of Cefar and Pompey have {pread
them(elves over the whole World, and
the Fortune of {o valt an Empire was
not big enough to fatisfie theambitionof
two fo nearlyally’d, as Father and Son-
mn-Law: You may from thefe in(tances
eafily judge of the reft. The Beescan
fuffer no more than cne King s Flocks
follow one Leader, and every Herd
has its own Buler: And can you im:
agine ‘the Supreme Power of Heaven

to be divided, and that the Soveraign-

E ty
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ty of that only true and Divize Mo~
narchy is fhared amongft many? Efpe.

cially when you confider, that GO D, |

the Father of all things, has neither

Beginning nor End 5 and as he gives |
Beginning to all other things, fo an |
Eternity and perpetuity of Being to }
himfelf. Who before this World was |
made, was a World to Himfelf 5 who
by his Word commanded all things in- |
to Being, governs them by his Wifs |
dom, and perfetts them by his Power. |
He cannot be feen, becaufe he is more |

bright and glorious than our fight can
endure to behold : Neither can He be
comprehended, being greater than our
minds, infinite, immenfe and only

known to Himfelfs what Heis indeed, |
our breafts are too narrow to conceive; |

and we can never form 2 worthy noti.
on of Him, but when we own Him
Ineftimable and Incomprehenfible. May
{ {peak whatI think : Whofoever fancies
he knows the Greatnefs of GO D, has
already leflen’d it 5 and therefore he
who would not leffen it, muft not pre-
tend to know it. Neither do thou
enquire
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enquire after his Name ; His Name is
GOD. °Tis then we ftand in need
of Names, wheti we are to divide 4
multitude into particulars, by their di-
ftinguithing Titles, and proper appel-
lations. But GO D being alone and
by himfelf, the Name of GOD muft
wholly belong to Him, and to none
elfe: For if I call Him Father, you'l
be apt to think Him an Earthly One
if I call Him King, you'l fancy Him a
Worldly Prince 5 if I call Him Lord,
youl apprehend Him Mortal, Ab-
{tract but thefe additions of Names froni
our grofs imagination, and youl fee
Him in his own Brightnefs and Glory.
Befides, in this I have the general af-
fent of all Men, concurring with me.
Mind the Common-people; When they
lifc up their hands to Heaven, whom
have they in their mouths but GO D?
Their ordinary Saying is, GOD i
great,G O D is true 5and ever and anon
LIf it pleafes GO D:7] Which Words,
though they contain the Confeffion of
a Chriftian, yet are as well the Voice
of Nature n the Common People.
E 2 Yea
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Yea thofe who will have Fupiter to be
the Soveraign of the Univerfe, do only
miftake in the Name 5 but agree with
us in the Thing it felf, That there i
but One only Power. The Poets alfo
i their Verfes celebrate One Father
both of the Gods and Men 5 and fay,
That the Minds and Thoughts of Men
are fuch as GOD cvery day puts
#nto therz.  And what fhall we fay of
Virgil ¢ Does not he fpeak yet more
clearly and more near to Truth, when
he faith, That in the beginning there
was a Spirit, which inwardly cherifbed
and fofter'd both Heaven and Bartb |
and that all the Parts of them were acfs-
ated by a Mind infufed throughout the

\

Whole 5 and that frons thence, Men and §

all other Creatures derive their Original2
The fame Priuce of Pocts callsin ano-
ther place this Mind and Spirit GO D,
as where he faith, that GO D s i ffis-
Sed throughout the vaft Extent of the
Barth and Seas, and of the high Heaven
and that fions Hime, Men and Beafts,
Rain and Lightning do proceed. And
what do we fay elfe, but that GOD

15 .

Y
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is an Eternal Mind, Reafon and Spirit?
Let us take a view, if you pleafe, of
the Opinions of Philofophers, and you
will find that though they feem di-
verfe, yet they all agree in this Matter.
And omitting thofe rude and primitive
Men, who by their Sayings purchafed
the Name of Sagess Thales the Mile-
fra, who was before them all, and

‘who firlt maintain’d any Difpute con-

cerning Celeftial Things, held that
Water was the Original Matter of all
things,and that GO D was thatMind,or
Underftanding Spirit, who fram'd them
out of it : Which is certainly a more
profound and f{ublime Account con-
cerning the Water, and its altuating
Spirit, than could proceed from the un-
der{tanding of Man, without the afii-
ftance of Divine Revelation. Thus
you plainly f{ee that the Opinion of
the firlt of Philofophers, does entirely
concur with ours.  After him Anaxi-
menes and Diogenes Apolloniates make
God to be Air, but Immenfe and Infi-
nite, and in afcribing thefe perfections
to the Divinity, they alfo confent with

E 3 s,
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us. - Anaxagoras was of opinion, thag
GOD was an Infinite Spirit, con-
taining and moving all things. Pjthg-
goras calls Him a Mind penetrating all
things and diffus’d through the Tlni-
verfc, taking care of, and giving Life
to all the Creatures therein. Zeo-
phanes affirms, That GO D is an Ani-
mated Infinity, or a Spirit joyn'd with
Infinite Matter.  Antifthenes declard,
That there were {everal Godys, belong-
ing to feveral Countries; but that
there was but Oze Principal and So.
veraign among(t them all, who wag
GOD by Nature. Spenfippus was of
opinicn that GOD was nothing clfe
but a Natural Power, quick’ning and
governing all things. Yea, and doeg
not Democritys himfelf (though he was
the firlt Inventor of Atoms) often call
Nature , which is the Former of all
fdeas and Underﬂanding, GOD;
Strato calls Him Natures And even
Epicurits, who either believed that
there were no Godss or if there were,
that they were idle, and without
any concern about the things of this

World;

T
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World 5 yet fets Nature above them.
As for Ariftotle, though he feem fome-
times divided in his thoughts, about
this Matter 5 yet he pofirively aflerts
One Soveraign Power : For fometimes
he faith, That an Underttanding Spirit
is GOD ; fometimes, that the World is
GOD 5 and then again, he will hfwe
GOD to governthe World. Herac.lzc.z'ef
of Powutus aflerts GO D to bea Divine
Spirit, butwith{ome incertainty 5 For
fometimes he attributes the Supremacy
to the Divine Spirit, and {fometimes to
the World it (elf.  Theophraftus, Zeno,
Chryfippws and Cleanthes do likewife vary
in their Opinions; Yet all of them at laft
agree in One Providence, which {uperin-
tends the Whole. For Cleanthes fome-
times affirms GOD to be a Spirit 5 fome-
times, that He is an /Athereal Fires b’qt-
molt frequently callsHim, Reafon. His
Mafter Zenoholds a Natural and Eter-
zal Law, and {fometimes Fre, and fome-
times Reafon, to be the firlt Canfe of a.llv

things. He alfo evidently reproves and

convinceth the common Error about

the Gods, by fhewing that Funo is no-

| E ¢4 thing
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nothing but the Air,

ven, Neptune the Sea, and Vilran the

Fire; And that many of their other

Glods are but the Elements drefsd up

1 other Names. Chryfippws is much

of the fame Opinion;” for with him

fometimes a Divire Power and a Rats.

onal Nature is GO D, and at other

times the World, and a fatal Necefli-

ty 5 and imitates Zewo in his interpre-

ting the Fables of the Gods, which are

found in Homer, Hefiod, and Orpheys,
Inlike manner Diogenes the Babylowi-

47 was usd in his Difcourfes to declare,

That Fupiter's Brain being with child
and deliver’d of asizerva, and other
like Stories, were notr an account of
the true Original of their Godys, but of
fome other things couch’d under thofe
Fables.  Xewophon the Difciple of So-
crates, holds, That the fhape of the
true GOD cannot be feen, and con-
fequently is not to be fearcht afier.
Ariﬂ.o of the Ifle of Chios, fays, That
he is altogether incomprehenfible :
‘Both which Philofophers, had doubt-
els a right fenfe of the Divine Majelty,
.

Fupiter Hea- -

—
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in that they defpair'd of ever fully un-
derftanding Him. As for Plato, he
does more openly and clearly {peak of
GOD, and does lefs miftake , both
25 to the Name and the Thing it felf 5
and his Difcourfes might have been ac-
counted altogether Heavenly, but that
they are here and there blemifh'd and
tainted with his Politicks. In his T«
mews he calls GO D by hisOwn Name,
and declares Him to be the Father of
this Univerfe, the Creator of the Soul,
and the Archite& of Heaven and Earth 5
who by reafon of his fuperlative and
incomprehenfible Power and Majefty,
is hard to be found, and when found,
cannot pofiibly be exprefs'd and de-
clar’d ;. Which are, in a manner,
the very fame things which we fay 3
for we alfo know GOD, and own
Him to be the Parent of the World ;
hut unlefs we be demanded, we do not
fpeak publickly of Him.

THUS I have rehears'd the Opi-

nions of almoft all the Philofophers

whofe glory it is, that they have all
pointed at Oze and the fame GO D,
though
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though under various Names; info-
much as 1t would make a Man think,
either that our Chriffians now are
Philofopbers, or that the ancient Philo-
Jophers were Chriftians. Now if it be
granted that Providence rules the
World, and 1 govern'd by the Will
and Counfel of the Oze only GO D
then ought not we to fuffer our felves
to be impos'd upon with the filly Fa-
bles of Antiguity, which are both re-
pugnant to Reafon, and condemnd
by the Philofophers of ancient Times.
Our Fathers indeed were fo credulous,
45 to believe things altogether mon-
{trous and inconfiftant, as a Scyllz with
feveral Bodies, a Chimera with many
fhapes, an Hydre that receivid a new
life from his happy Wounds, and
Centanres, which were Horfe and
Man united and growing together. 1In
fhort, they very readily believ'd what-
ever any one was pleasd to feign or
fancy 5 as Men’s being metamorphos'd
into Birds; Beafts into Men, and a-
gain Men into Flowers and Trees 3
with {0 many other fabulous things,

. which

‘never to have been.
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which, had they ever been, would hap-
pen {till 5 but becaufe they cannot be,
are hereby fufficiently demonftrated
Their Opinions
concerning the Gods were likewife
full of inconfiderate credulity and ig-
norant fimplicity 5 for by giving Re-
ligious Worfhip to their Kings, and
defiring by Pictures and Statues to pre-
ferve their memory, after their Death,
they at laft made a Religious Ceremo-
ny of that which at fir{t was only in-
tended to comfort themfelves for the
lofs of them. For before the World
was open'd by Commerce and Trade,
and that Nations had mixt their Cuffoms
and Ceremonies together , every one
of them ador’d their firft Founder, or
Famous Leader, or fome Queen Chatt,
and valiant above her Sex 5 or an In-
ventor of fome ufeful and neceflary
Art or Calling; as confidering that
the Memory of fuch Renowned Per-
fons, well-deferved to be preferv’d by
them fince by this means they at once
gave a reward to the Virtue of the De-
ceafed, and an example to Pofterity. -

. | Read
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Read the Writings of Wife.men, and
particularly of the Stoicks, and you
will acknowledge with me, that Men
have been worthip'd as Gods, either
for their good Deeds, or their Dig-
nity. Eubemerus gives us an exa® ac-
count of their Birth, Countries and
Names, as alfo the feveral Places where
they were buryed ; particularly he in.
ftancethin Fupiter calld Dictens, from
the Mountain Diéle in Candia, where
he was nurs'd 5 and Apolo nam’d Del-
phicus, from the City Delphos in Pho.
¢#s , a Province of Greece 5 and Ifs,
who had the Sirname of Pharia, from
the Iland Pharos in Egspt 5 and Ceres,
who was {tyld Eleufina, from the City
Elenfis in Achaia, where fhe was more
particalarly worthip'd.  Prodicus tells
us, that they were reckon’d among
the Gods, who by rambling through
the World, were the firlt Inventors of
- Hufbandry, and by this means became
nfeful to Mankind, And Perfous dif-
courfeth much at the {ame rate; ad-
ding, that it was from this ground, that
the Names of the Inventors were be-

ftowd
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ftow'd upon the things invented by
them, as appears by that Comical Ex-
preflion [without Ceres and Bacchus,
Venus is a cold] Which in other terms
is nomore than this, That without good
Meat and Drink_ Luft langnifbeth. A-
lexander the Great in a famous Trea-
tife which he writes to his Mother, tells
her, That the dread of his. Power had
fo far wrought upon a Prieft, as to
make him difcover to him this great
Secret and Myftery , that the Gods
were but Men.  In which Difcourfe he
makes Vilcan the firlt of all the Gods,
and after him the Race of upiter. Con-
fider the Story of Ifis, and the fcatter'd
members and empty Tomb of thy
Serapis or Ofiris 5 and laftly, their Re-
ligious Rites and Myfteries, and you'l
find them made up of the diftnal Events,

Deaths, Funerals, Mourning and Wail-
ings of thefe caitive Gods  Ifis in com-

pany of the [Jog's-Head-Idol, and her

bald Priefts, mourns {or, laments and

{eeks her loft Son, and her miferable

Worthippers beat their breafts. to ox-

prefs and imirate the forrow - sun-

Appy
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happy Mother 5 and foon after you fe¢
s by and by overjoyd for haying
found her Little-One’; her Priefts arc
merry, and the Dog’s fnout triumphs
for the feat he has done in finding him,
Thus they fail not punctually every
year to lofe what they have found,
and then to find again what they have
loft. Now I pray you, what can be
more ridiculous, than to bewail that
which we worlhip, or to worfhip that
which we bewail? And yet fuch fop-
peries as thefe, which formerly were
the Religion of the Egyptians, are now
(forfooth) become the Devotions of
the Ronrans, Ceres with lighted torches
in her hands, and Serpents twifting
about them, feeks her Daughter Pro-
Serpina, full of languithing care and
trouble , who having ftray'd too far,
was {toln away and ravifh’d by Pluo.
This is the fum and fubQtance of the
Glenfinian Mylteries: And the Rites
ufed in the Worfhip of Jupiter, are no
iels ridiculous. He is Tuckled by a
She.goat, for want of a better Nurfe,
and the poor Infant is ftoln away from

, his
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his Father, for fear he fhould devour
him; the Corybantes in the mean while
foundly plying their Cymbals, to
drown the cryes of the Bantling, from
coming to the ears of his more than
inhumane Father. I am afhamd to
relate the Account they give of
Cybele, how fhe gelded Atys, and
made him an Eunuch-God, becaufe
fhe could not tempt him to commit
Adultery with her, who was old and
ugly , having been the Mother of (&
many Geds. And therefore, anfwer-
ably to this Story, her Préefts volunta-
rily geld themfelves, to the end they
might be capable of that Dignity. I
leave you to judge, whether thefe be
not real miferies, rather than Religious:
Myfteries. Come we now to f{peak
of the goodly form, meen and accou-
trements of your Gods 5 than which,
what can be more {hameful and ridi-
culous? Pulcan is a limping crazy God.
Apolfo, though he has livid fo many
Ages, is ftill a beardlefs Boy 5 whereas
his Son A feulapins has a fair and come-
ly Beard. INeptune's Eyes are blue’g
- Minerva's
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Minerva's grays Fuwo has Ox-Eyess
Pan's Feet are garnifb'd with claws;
Oaturn’s are charg'd with fetters, and
Mercury's fledg’d with Wings.  Fazus
has two faces, asif he would go back-
ward and forward at once. Diana the
Huatres has her Garments tuck'd up
to her thighs; but She at Ephefus, is in
a manner made up all of paps: As (he
1s the Godde(s of Hell, they give her
three Hcads, and good ftore of
Arms and Hands.  Yea, your Fupiter
him(elf {ometimes has a Beard of much
gravity , and at other times has a
Chin as bare as my hand. When he
has the Strname of Hasnzrzn, he wears
horns 5 when that of Capitolinus, he is
arm'd with Thunder-bolts; when that
of Latiaris, he is all befmear’d with
- blood; and when that of Feretrius,
he is very ftilland quier. Andnottogo
over the many feveral Fupiters, there
being as many Monfters of him, as there
are Names,  Erigone hangs her felf;
and the Merit of Selfmurther hath
advanc'd her to fhine a perpetual Vir-

gin among the Stars, Caftor and Pols
' lexe
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Iux dye and live by turns.  AEfonlap;-
#s 1s {truck down with a Thunderbolt,
that with the greater Ceremony he
may rif€ up a God: And Hercules muft
burn himfclfupon Mount Oeta, to get
rid of his Humanity. Thefe are the
fine Stories, which we learn from our
ignorant Fore-fathers; and, what is
worfe, make them the fubject of our
Studies, and a great piece of Learning,
In thefe the Poets excel all others, and
have by their Authority done vaftpre-
judice to the Truths So that Plato was
much in the right, when he banifh’d
Homer (that renown’d, celebrated and
Icrown’d Poer) out of his Common-
wealth, Forit is he chiefly, who in
his Poem of the [ +ojar Wars, has made
amock of the Gods, by mingling them
fo familiarly in the actions and affairs
of Men. He brings them in fighting
together ; He woundsVenss; He fetters
and binds Mars, wounds himand puts
himto flight : Hemake Briarens toref-

of the Gods,when they were confpiriﬂg
to bind him to his good behavxourg
- K and

cue Fupiter out of the hands of the reft

ety
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and reprefents him lamenting the death
of his Son Sarpedon, as not being able
to prevent it. He defcribes him em-
bracing his J#»o with more heat, than he
us'd to do his belov’d Miftre(fes, being
inflam'd with Venus's Girdle.  Hercules
is made a Scavenger, and cleanfeth
Stables. Apollo turns Cow-herd to Ad-
metws. Neptune binds himfelfas a Day.
labourer to Laomedon, to build up the
Walls of Troy, and is fo unhappy with.
. al, as not to be paid for his drudgery.
neas’s Armour, and Fupiter’s Thun-
der-bolt are both hammer’d out upon
one and the fame Anvil; as if Heaven
and its Thunders had not been long
before Fupiter wasborn in Cretes or as
if the Cyclopfes could have made thofe
affrighting flathes, which Fupiter him-
felf could not choofe but be afraid of
What fhall I fay of Mars and Venus,
being caughtin the very Fa& of Adul:
terys or of Fupiter’s abominable filthi-
nefs with Ganymedes, whom he tran:
{lated into Heaven? All which Fables
wereinvented on purpofe to authorize

the faults and vices of Men. And it |

1
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is with thofe and fuch like pleafing
Fictions and Lyes, that the Minds of
Youth are corrupted ; and being in-
ftilld into them in their tender years,
grow up with them to Manhood 3 So

‘that (which isto be lamented) in their

very old Age their Minds continue
tainted with thefe (ottifh Fancies; And
yet the truth of thefe Matters, is moft
plain and evident to thofe who will -
take the pains to enquire into it.  All
the Antient Writers (whether Greek or
Romar)) do unanimoufly affert, thac
Saturn, the firft of the goodly Genera-
tion of Gods, was but a Man. This,
Nepos and Craffas do affirm in their
Hiltory 5 and Zhallus and Diodorus re-
late the fame thing, viz. That this Saturs
for fear of falling into his Son’s hands,
fled out of Greece into Italy, where
Janus receivid him into his houfe;- and
being a Grecian, full of ingenuity, and
inftructed in Arts and Sciences, taughe
thofe barbarcus people feveral things;
as the forming of the Letters of the
Alphabet 5 coming of Money, and
F 2 making
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making diverfe forts of ufeful Inftru-
ments: He call'd the Country Latium,
as if he had faid, an Hiding-place, be-
caufe he had found there a fafe retreat
to hide and conceal himfelf from the
attempts of his Son 3 and to the end
he might have his Memory prefervd,
he call'd the City from his own Name
Saturnias as Janus call'd the City built
upon the Hill fanniculus, by that Name,
to refcue his own fromoblivion. You
fee then plainly, that Satur» was a Man;
for he was fain to flee and hide him-
felf; and wasthe Father, as well as the
Son, of a Man. And whereas they calld
him the Son of Heaven and Earth, it
was only becaufe his Original and Pa-
rentage were unknown to the Italians;
as we are wont to fay of thofe that
come unexpectedly upon us, that they
are dropt from the Skiess and of fuch
whofe birth is mean and obfcure, that
they are the Sons of the Earth,  Asfor
Fupiter, he Reign'd in Crete, after he
had banifb'd his Father from that I-
{land 5 there he begot Children, and

there
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there he was buried : And at this ve-
ry day they fhew the Cave which bears
his Name, and point you to the Grave
where he was interred ; yea, and the
very Ceremonies they ufe in his Wor-
fhip, declare him to have been a Man.
It would be to no purpofe to infift on
particulars, and to recount his whole
Genealogy = 1t is enough that we have
prov'd the Father was Mortal, tocon-
vince that the fame Quality was con-
veigh'd to all his Polterity; except
you fuppofe that they became Gods af-
ter their Death 5 as by the Perjury of
Proculus, Romulus was rank’'d amon

the Number of the Gods 5 or as Fuba,
by the unanimous confent and defire
of the Africans; was.made aGod 5 and
as other Kings-were Deifid by their
Subjeéts, not becaufe they really be-
liev'd them to be Gods, but to give

them a more honourable di(charge from .

their Soveraignty. Befides, this ex-
travagant Honour is conferd upon

them again(t their Wills; they defire °

to continue Men as they are, and are
afraid of being Deify’d 5 and though
K 3 old;
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old, are not at all ambitious of that
Glory. Wherefore we are not to look
for Gods among thofe that dye, be.
caufe the Gods are Immortal; nor a-
mong thofe who are born, becaufe
they are likewife obnoxious to Death,
That only deferves the Name of a Deity
which hath neither Beginning nor End,
For if Gods were ever born, why are
they not fo ftill, except you wili fay,
that now Fupiter is too old, and Fumo
palt Child-bearing s or that they are
of the humour of Minerva, who chofe
to be an old Maid, rather than a Mo-
ther ¢ Or indeed have not thofe pre-
tended Deities ceafed to procreate,
becaufe Men have ceafed to believe
fuch Stories? Moreover, if the Gods
could beget Children, and thofe Chil-
dren muft needs be Immortal, we
fhould already have had more’ Gods
than Men 3 So that by this time the
Heavens would not contain them,
nor the Air hold them, nor the Earth
bear the vaft increafe of them. Let
us therefore make no difficulty to af:
firm them to have been Men, of whofe
| - " " Birth
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Birth and Death we are fo fully af-
fur'd. Neither need any befar to feek
for a reafon why the common people,
notwithf{tanding all this, doadore and
worfhip thefe Confecrated Images ;
their foolith Minds being decoy’d and
allur’d by the Curiofity of thofe Mafter-
pieces of Art, theirEycs dazled with the
luftre of the Gold, and the brightnefs
of the Silver, and polifhi’d whitenefs
of the Ivory. But if any body will
take time to confider-how thefe Figures
are made, and with what Infiruments
they are carvid and fram'd, he will
bluth at his ftanding in awe of a Ma-
terial , that has been fo abusd, cut
and mangled by the Work-man, be-
fore he could make a God of it, For
if this God be of Wood, it may be it
is the remnant of a funeral Pile, or
Gallowss which they wunder-prop,
cut, plane and make {mooth. 1If it be
of Silver or Brafs, it may poflibly be
made of an old Kettle, or fomething
worfe; (as it hath often happen’d to
one of the Kings of Egypt) and then
it is molten, beaten, hammer’'d and fa-

‘E‘ 4' {hion’d

e .wr:-ﬂ“k"‘"“*“‘f'”‘.'!%




72 AVindication of Chriffianity
fhion'd on an Anvil 5 and if of Stone,
hew'd, wrought and polifl'd (it may
be) by fome debauch’'d and wicked
Fellow, Yet is not the God, in the
lealt, fenfible of all thefe tortures and
indignities, offerd to him at his Birth,
no more than he is afterwards of the
Honour, which accrues to him by your
Confecration and Worlhip 5 except
you will fay, that this Stone, Wood
or Silver is not yet a God. But pray
when is it, that the Divinity of it con-
. mences? Behold! it is melted, fa-
- fhion'd and gravd 5 butit is not a God
yet: It is folder'd, put together and
fecups yet fHill it is no God : At laft
it 15 adorn'd, confccrated and wor-
fhip'd ;s and then at laft with much
adoe it is a God, when it hath pleas'd
vain Man thus to dedicate it, But
how much more truly do the moft
contemptible of Animals and Infe@s,
judge your Gods! The Mice, Swal-
lows and Kites know very well, that
 they bave no fenfe at all 5 they tread
and pearch upon them, and were they
not driven away by you, they would
A | build
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build their Nefts in their very Mouths;
the Spiders cover their faces with
their Cobwebs, and make ufe of their
heads to falten their threads at.  You
wipe , cleanfe and brufh them, and
prote& the Gods,which your felveshave
made, and yet pretend to fear them.
And all this while you don’t confider
that GOD muflt be known by yau,
before you can ‘worthip Him, and in-
confiderately comply with your Fa-
thers Opinions, and choofe rather to
follow others in their Errors, than
credit your own Judgmentss and in
s word, know not what that is for
which you have fuch an awe and re-
verence. Thus by hallowing of Gold
and Silver, you have confecrated Ava-
rice 5 thus your vain Images come to be
{ftamp'd with the imaginary fhape of
a Deitys thus the Roman Superftition
had its rife, and that valt number of
Rites and Ceremonies., wherein there
are {fo many which are {illy and ridi-
calous, and fo many which deferve

pity and compaflion.  Some run about
the Streets ftark naked in the (harpelt
‘ cold

L ‘
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cold of Winter 5 others wear fools-
caps, and carry about antick fhields
in their hands 3 others lance their own
skins, and lead their blind Gods a beg-
ging about the ftreets. They have
fome Temples which they may not
vifit but once a year, and others
which ‘none may ever enter but
the Priefts alone : Again, they have
fome that are (hut up from Women,
and otbers prohibited to Men. They
have fome Ceremonies, at which a Slave
Is not permitted to affilt, without a
great crime. Some of your Statues
may not be crown’d but by the hands
of a Woman, who hath known but
one Mans others again, only by fuch ag
have had to do with many 5, and with
great devotion you fearch for the
moft lewd and common Harlot that is
to be found, to officiate at your Holy-
things. What fhall we fay of thofe,
who fhed their own blood for a Drink-
Offering, and by wounding themfelves,
think to procure the favour of the
Gods. Were it not better for them
to be Prophane, than to be thus Rels-
! gions £
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gions ¢ And do not they allo offend
G0 D, inftead of appeafing Hun, wha
from a {trange Superftition geld them-
felves; fince if GO D dclighted in
Eusnuchs , he could have made them
{fo, without the affiltance of Man’s
cruelty ? Bu. indeed, who does not
fee that they are poor diftracted and
crack-brain'd men, who a&t thefe
follies5 which have nothing to plead
for them, but the multitude of thofe
who are engag'd in the fame Error; as

if becaufe this madnefs 1s Epidemical, 1t

were therefore lawful and juft too?
But you object, that this, which I call
Superftition, has given the. Romans {o
valt an Empire 5 founded it at firft,
and afterwards rais'd it to that high
pitch ;5 they having been always, rather
more famous for their Religion and
Piety, than for Prowefs and Valour.
Well may they boalt of the remarkable
inftances of their Virtue and Juftice,
from the very Cradle and firlt begin-
nings of their Empire! Was it not
. their Crimes that affociated them at
firft, and their Cruelty afterwards,
o that
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that made them dreadful to their
Neighbours, and laid the firft Founda-

tion of their Government? For their

Country being a San&tuary and Place
of Refuge for all {orts of Criminals, a
great number of Thieves, Traitors,
Murtherers, Sacrilegious and Inceftu-
ous perfons were foon gather'd toge-
ther; and to the end, that he who
was their great Captain-General, might
excel them all in Villany, as he did
i Dignity, he kill'd his own Brother.
Thefe were the aulpicious beginnings
of this Holy City. Soon after, contra-
ry to the Law of Nature, they fteal
away Maids already promifed, yea be-
trothed,and Married Women too, from
their own Husbands, and force and a-
bufe them; and defend their Crime by
warring againft their Fathersin-law,
and fhedding the blood of their near-
- eft Allies: Than which, what can be
thought of more prodigious, more
barbarousand as, they prefum’d, fafe in
the confidence of their wickednefs ?
Their next work 15, to drive their
- Neighbours out of their own Coun-
tries 3

T
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tries 5 to deftroy their Cities, rob
their Churches, and defile their Altarss
carr§ them into Captivity, and enrich
themfelves by Crimes, and the {poils
and ruine of others. Thele were the
Maxims and Pra&ice both of Romilus
and his Succeflors; So that whatever
they have, poflefs, and worfhip, isall
the purchafe of bold Robbery. Their
Temples are buile and adorn’d with
the {poils they have taken in War,
that is, with the ruine of Cities, pil-
lage of Gods and Temples, and {laugh-
ter of their Priefts, What an infolent
piece of mockery 1s this, to eftablifh
thofe Religious Rites, you have {o hor-
ribly prophan’d, and to worfhip thofe
Gods, who were once your Captives?
For to pay Adoration to that which
you have taken in War, is not fomuch
a confecrating of Deitics, as an hallow-
ing of Sacriledge. Indeed all the Tri-
umphs of the Roszans were but fo ma-
ny horrid Impietics, and all their Tro-
phies, fo many Sacriledges. It is not
therefore the Religion of the Rowzans,
that has made them {o great, as the

impunity

]
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impunity of their Villanies. - For how

can it be thought, that thofe Gods-

fhould favour them in their Waws, a-

gainft whom they took Armsj; and

which they did not worfhip, till they

bad firft led them in Triumph? Be-

fides, what could thofc Gods do for

the Rowmans, who had not been able

to do any thing againft them, either in

defence of themfelves, or their people ?

- For as for their own Country-Gods, they
are well known what they were.  Ro-

wtnlys, Picus, Tiberinus, Confus, Pilunt-

s and Picunnus, were all Worlhipful

Rowran Gods 5 And befides thefe, Ta-

tius was the firft that made and wor-

fhipp'd Cloacina (with reverence be it

fpoken) for a Goddefs. Hoftilins buile
Temples to Fear and Palenefs; and
foon after, I don’t know who rear’d
an Altar to the Goddefs Agne. 1In thefe
Superftizions was Rowmze nurs'd up, and
taught to worfhip Difeafes and Indifpo-
tions of health! And thofe two pro-
ftitute Harlots, Flora and Acca Lan-
rentiz, whom they rank among their
Diwvinities, may very well be reckon'd
: alfo
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alfo among their Maladies, And yet
thefe forfooth-are the Gods, that have
enlargd the Roman Empire, and van-
quith’'d the Gods of other Nations 5 for
it would be madnefs to fuppofe, that
Mars the God of Thracia, Fupiter of
Crete, Funo the Goddefs of Argos, Sa-
mos and Carthage 5 Diana of Ephefus
and Scythia, the Mother of the Gods,
and the Deities, or rather Monfters,
of Egypt, fhould ever help the Romans
againft their own people, who for (o
many years had been their conftant
Worthippers. But it may be they were
willing to make this Change, becaufe
at Rowme the Priefts are more Holy, and
the Sacred Virgins more Chaft than a-
ny where elfe? Very likely 3 when
for the moft part thofe have fuffer'd

the punithment of Incelt, who com-

mitted it les cautioully ; whereas the

reft efcaped, not by their being lefs
criminal, but by having better hap in-
the concealing of their lewdnefs. And

as for the Priefts, where do they play
the Whore-mafters more, than n the

Temples and before the Altars? Here

they
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and Panders, and defign and contrive
Adulteries : Neither does Luft and De-
bauchery abound (o much in the pub-
lick Stews, as 1n their Veltries and Cells,
But befides, were there not other great
Empires and States flourithing before
thefe Superftitions were invented, or
fo much as thought-of? As the 4f
Jyrians , Medes and Perflans , Greci-
ans and Egyptians, though they had
no Pontifs, nor that rabble of Arvales
and Salii, Veftals and Awgurss nor no
Chickens religioufly pennd  up,
from whofc feeding, or refufing their
Meat, all meafures were taken, and the
greateft Affairs of {tate’determin’d. But
let’s come now to thofe Auguries and
Divinations by the flight or chattering
of Birds, which the Rosans o religi-
oufly obferv’d, and the neglet or con-
tempt of which (as you took notice)
has prov'd as fatal, as the heeding of
the fame has been fortunate. Was it
becaufe the moft folemn dancing of the
Barley peckt by the Chickens, was not

waited for,that the Armies of Clodins,
I _ ' Funins

they exercife the function of Pimps |7
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unins and’ Flaminins were defeated ?-
But what fhall we ay then of Regw-
Ius, who religioufly obferv'd all thefe,
and yet was taken by the Enemy 2
and fo did Mancirus, and for all that,
was forced to furrender himfelf upon
difhonourable terms.  Panlus’s Chick-
ens fed heartily at the Battel of Canne,
yet he perifh'd, and the greatelt part
of the Commonwealth with him.
And though Cefar made {light of the
Auguries that forbad him to go into
Africa before Winter, yet had he a
fuccefsful Voyage, and return’d Con-
queror 3 {0 that his contempt of thefe
fopperies did but feem to favour his
Paflage and Vittory. Now as to the
Oratles, how many things might not I
have to fay concerning them ? Awmphi-
arans after his death foretells future e-
vents to others, who whenalive could
not forefee the treachery of -his Wife
again{t him, for a Bracelet of Gold.
Tirefras the blindman prophefies things
to come, and yetis not aware of what |
is prefent.  Ewnins in behalf of Pyr-

rbus counterfeits the Anfwers of Apollo, |
e G {ecing |
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feeing he was become fpeechlefs 3
whofe wary and ambiguous Oracle was
filenc'd as foon as Men began to be
more wife and lefs credulous. Thus
Demofthenes was ot afraid to accufe
the She-Priefts of Apollo of giving fuch
an{wers as Philip would have her, be-
ing well acquainted with thofe Holy
jugelings.  But what? Will you then
deny that Oracles and  Auguries ever
hit thetrath? Well, fuppofe we grant
it : Pray what will it avail to the Cre-
dit of Oracles, if among fo many lies
one true word has, at a venture, been
delivered 5 or that Chance has, fome-
times, imitated Defigz. But give me
leave to go back to the Spring, from
whence thefe Errors flow, and difco-
ver the Deep, from which fuch grofs
darknefles do iffue forth. There are
certain impure and vagrant Spirits,
who being loaden with Earthly pollu-
tions and defires have funk themfelves
down to this lower Orbe;, from their
Original Station : and thofe milerable
wretches having thus loft the Natural
advantages wherewith they were cre-

ated,

R i bac o | |
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ated, and having given up themfelves
to all manner of Vices, they endea-
vour to comfort themf{clves under this
calamity, by bringing orhets into the
fame milery 5 for as they have cor-
rupted themfelves, fo do they delight
in nothing more than to corrupt
others; and as they have feparated
themfelves from GO D, fo do they
their utmoft endeavours by falfe ways,
Religions and Superftition, 1o keep
Mankind eltranged from Him. Thele
Spirits, the Poets acknowledge to be
Demons 5 concerning whofe Nature
the Philofophers maintain feveral Dif:
putess and they were very well known
to Socrates, who had one of them al-
ways attending him, according to
Whofe intimations, he either under-
took or declin'd all bufinefs. The Me-
gicians alfo. are very well acquainted
with this fort of Spirits, by whofe
help they do all thofe ftrange Feats,
and Juggling tricks, by which they
make us believe, we fee that which s
not, or not to fee, that which really
i3 and in 4 word atchieve to our
- | G 2 great
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great amazement all thofe extraordina-
ry and aftonifhing Wonders that are
fpoken of. Neverthelels Hoffanes ,
who was the Chicfef? of all thefe Ma-
gicians, both in word and deed, gives
GO D the Honour due to Him, and
fays that the Angels are his Minifters
and Meffengers, whe adore Him with

that the Demons are Earthly and Va-
gabond Spirits, that hate Mankind,
Aund Plato, who found it a hard mat-
ter to know GOD, did not find it

of Dewons and Angels, and in his Di-

alogue calld the BANQUET, he {

{ generally obfcure, and mixt with a-
{ bundance of lycss for they both de-

endeavours to explain the Nature of
the former 5 faving, That they are of

a Middle {ubftance between Mortal

and lwemortal, that is, between a Body
and Spirit 5 being made of a mixture
of Terrcltrial grofnefs, and Celeftial
purity. By which means they have
an eafie accefs to us, to {tir up our de-
fires, and by conveighing themfelves
into our hearts, to affet our Senfes,
raife our Paffions, and kindle in our

- Souls
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Souls the flames of Luft. Thefe De-
mons then, who are mix'd and impure
Spirits, as we have plaily demonltra-
ted by the Authority of Wifemen, Phi-
lofophers, and Plato himfelf, lurk pri-
vately in thofe Statucs and Images,
which are confccrated unto thems

{ and by their Enthufiafms get {0 great

fear and trembling 5 To which he adds, { an Authority over the minds of men,

as of prefent Deities 5 and this, by in-
[piring their Prophets, dwelling in their
Temples 5 by animating and alting

1 the Entrails of Beafts; by direting

{0, to know them. He fpeaks both { the fiying of Birds, determining of

Lots, and uttering Oracles, which are

ceive others, and are deceiv'd them-

felves; who as they do not know.the
‘Truth fully, {o they oft conceal, and

will not confefs that which they do
know, becaufe it tends to their own
fhame and confufion. Thus they
make it their bufinefs to deprefs, and

M{ink us downwards from Heaven to

Earth, and toeltrange us from GO D,

by immerfing us into Matters They

G 3 trouble
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trouble and difquiet our life, molegt
us with Dreams; and this by the ad-
vantage they have, as Spirits, to con.
vey themfelves into our Bodies; where
they counterfeit Difeafes, terrifie ouy
Minds, diftort our Members, thereby -
to oblige us to adore them; and that
after they are glutted with the reaking -
fteam of Altars, and the blood of flain |
Beafts, by undoing their own Charms, |
the honour of Healing might be attri-
buted to them. They are thefe very
Spirits, which a& thofe raging mad |

4

folks, whom you fce running along the :
ftreets, and who are cvery whit as
much Prophets, as thofe who give an. |
fwers in your Tenmples s for they both
foame, rage, and are whirl'd about a-
like : Indeed they are Demons which
poflefs the one, as well ag the other, :
with this only difference,that the object
of their madnefs does vary. - From the |
fame alfo proceed all thofe delufions,
you even now rehears’d, as that of
Fupiter’s commanding in a Dream that ;
his Games fhould be reftord 5 the ap-

pearance of Caflor and Pollux, on
M- - Horfe-
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ck, and that of a Ship being
g(:%b;long by the gidle of a Romg
Matron. The moft now adays, an
among them many of your own Party,
know very well, that the Devils them-
felves do oft confefs all thefe thm%s,
when by the torture of our Words,
and the Fire of our Prayers, they are

“driven out and difpofle(sd. . Then iris

Saturn, Serapis and Fupiter with
;?latthe Crew of Gods you worfh(,;;?,
being overcome with anguifh, d(;] de-
clare plainly what they ares nor avci
they the power by lying, to con;ea
their own fhame (as you may be fure
they fain would) thoughfome of their
deluded Adorers be prefent. Sure you
will credit the teftimony of your owg
Gods, when they witnefs the Trut
againft themfelves, and confefs they
are Devils, For when thofe Wretches
are conjurd to come forth byotge
Name of the True and Only G D,
they tremble and qugk? within the
Bodies they have poflefs'd, and eltger
leap forth prefently, or vaqx(t}ll b}fl‘ t }g]f;
grees, according as Gth: Fait QPatie

™




‘not be able to condemn us,
‘how unjuft it is to paff a Judgment
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Patient, and Grace of the Ghoftly
Phyfician are ftronger or weaker; So
that they dread the nearnes of thofe
Chriftians, whom at a diftance, by
your means, they trouble and difturb
in their ‘Aflemblies; and to that end
infinuate them(elves into the hearts of
the fimple and ignorant, and there
fow the feeds of hatred againft our Re-
ligion: For nothing is more natural,
than to hate thofe whom we dread, and
give all the trouble we can, to thofe
of whom we ftand in awe. So they
prepoflefs and prejudice the hearts of
men again{t us, that they begin to
hate us, before they know uss left
knowing us, without this prejudice,
they might delire to imitate, or at leaft
Now

upon things which one knows not, as
you do in condemning us, you may
take warning from us, who do fo
heartily repent for having committed
the fame fault 5 for we were once as

Vy'o'u are, and had the {fame Sentiments,
-being involvid in the fame blindnefs

and
IR
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and ftupidity of Error, when we be-
liev’d that the Chriftans worfhip'd Mon-
fters, devour’d Children, defil'd their
Feafts with Incefts 5 without confider-
ing, that though fuch things were
commonly reported, yet they never
were provid, and that none all this
while has ever confefsd the leaft tittle
of any one of thefe Crimes, though
befides the affurance of Pardon, the
reward of fuch a difcovery might have
been a great temptation thercunto.
Indecd to be a Chriftian, 1s {o far from
implying any thing that is evil or cri-
minal, that they who are convict, ne-
ver blufh at i, nor fear the punifhment
which attends it: No, you fce them
glory in it, and troubled at nothing but
that they were fo no fooner. Never-
thelefs we our felves, at the {ame time
when we undertook the Defence of
Parricides, and perfons guilty of Sacri-
ledges and Inceft, would not fo much
as hear the Plea that Chriftians were
ready to make for themfelves, whom
-we {ometimes made endure a cruel

- torture, not out of hatred, but pity,

fo_r(oqt:b,
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forfooth, that by conftraining them
through the greatnefs of torments to
renounce their Religion, we might
fave their lives. Oh! perverfe Inqui-
fition, to make ufe of the Rack, not

to force the fufferer to declare the |

Truth, but to deny it. Now ifit fo

happened that any one, lefs conltant,

being overcome with the pains of thofe
tortures, did renounce his Religion, he
was reccived into favour, as if by fuch
an abjuration, he had made aronement
for all the Crimes, which are common-
ly charg’d upon them. By which you
may plainly fee, that we formerly
were of the fame mind and perfuafion
with you, doing the very fame things
as you do now. But indeed, had
you been govern'd by Rezfon, and not
by the inftigation of Evil Spirits, your
bufinefs would have been to have urg'd
the Chriftians not to renounce their
Religion 5 but to confefs their Incefts,
Whoredoms, impious Ceremonies, and
their Sacrificing of Infants 3 which are
the fabulous Stories wherewith the
fame Demons have filld the filly peo-
ple’s
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ple’s Minds, to make them detelt and

abhor us. But no wonder if all thefe
horrid lyes and [itions do vanith a-
way before the appearance of Truth,
which thofe Monfters fo much op-
pofe, making it their bufinefs to fpresd
and foment falfe reports.  From thefe
alfo that Fable had its rife, That we
worlhip an Afe’s Head. But, I pray

- you, who can be conceiv’d fo much a

fool, to worfhip fuch a thing; or ra-
ther, who is fo much-a fool as to be-
lieve we do it, except thofe who are
guilty of as extravagant and impious
Devotions themfelves? Forindeed it is
you make both Affis and Stables Ho-
ly, by having confecrated your God-
defs Hippona, and given her the Charge
over thems and when you celebrate
the folemn Rites of your Goddefs Ifis,
you,with a greatdeal of Ceremony, adorn
that Awamal: Yea, you pay Adoration
to the heads of Oxer and Rams s fo
that you Worfhip the fame Beafts,
which you Sacrifice.  Some of your
Gods are made up of a mixt {hape of
Goats and Men, and others of them
S have
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have the Heads half of Dogs and half
of Lyons. Don’t you with the Egyti-
ans worfhip and feed an Ox under the
Name of Apis¢ Neither do you difa-
vow the worfhip of their other goodly
Deities 5 as Serpents, Crocodiles, and o-
ther Beafts, Birds and Fiffies 5 {o that
1t is accounted Capital, tokill any one
of thefe Gods.  Are there not a great
-many among({t you, who with the E-
gyptians, (tand as much in awe of the
biting fharpnefs of an Onion, as of
their Goddefs Ifis, and are as much a-
fraid of the noife of breaking wind
backward , as of their God Serapis ¢
As for fuch as accufe us of adoring the
privy Parts of our Pricfls, they do but
charge us with their own Villanies s
for fuch filthy Devotions are very fuit-
able to thofe debauched and lewd peo-
ple, among whom ’tis but too common
for both Sexes, to proftitute all their
Members, and who give the name of
Courtefie and kindnefs to the moft ex-
travagant Obfcenity and Lafcivioufbefs;
who envy the liberty of Strumpets ,
and commit fuch unnatural filthinefs
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with oncanother, as no modeft Tongue
can exprefs, or Pen fet downs and
who fooncr grow weary, than atham’d
of their impudent lafcivioufinefs. Oh
horrible lewdnels ! They willingly fuffer

thofe things to be committed upon

themfelves, which neither tender age
is able to bear, nor the bafeft of laves
will yield to.  As for our part, we are
{o far from being guilty of fuch filthis
thy actions, that we do even blufh at
the bare recital of them; and indeed,
I fhould think my felf to tranfgrefs
the bounds of Civility, thould I 1nfift

{ any longer upon this Matter, though

it be in order to defend- our Religion.
For really you accufe us, who are
Chaft and Modeft, of fuch Crimes, as
we could not have belicved there had
been fuch, had there not been the
proofs of them from awsong your fclves.
As to that which you fay, that we
worlhip a wicked Perfon and his
Crofs, you are gready miltakens for
how could he have deferv'd to be wor-
thipp'd, had he been an Evil-doer
or to be believ'd a GOD, had he been

ouly

)




94 AVindication of Chriftianity

only Earthly ? He is {urely very mifer-
able, who repofes all his confidence iri
a mortal man, fince all hopes of his
help dye with him. The Egyptians
indecd are guilty of this folly, who
chufe a Man for the Obje& of their
Worthip, whom they pray unto;
confult upon all occafions, and to
whom they offer Sacrifice.  But all
this while, whether he will or o, he
that is a God to others, is but a Max
to him{clf, and though he may deceive
others, he cannot deceive his own Con-
fcience. Upon Kings and great Perfons
alfo bafe flattery has beftow'd the Ti-
tle of Gods; whereas it had been e-
nough to have paid them their due
honours ;5 though to fpeak the truth,
Honour 1s properly due only to thofe
who are eminently deferving, as Love
15 to excellently good Men. Thus
they invoke thefe Divine Powers, they
pray before their Images, implore the
help of their Gewii, that is, their De-
mons, and hold it a lefs Crime for a
Man to be perjur'd when he {wears by
Fupiter; than when he fwears by the
B
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Emperor’s Gerins. We neither wor-
fhip Croffes, nor with to be nail'd to
them. You your felves are more likely
to adore them, who worthip Wocden
Gods, that are made of the fame Mat-
ter. And what are your Banners and
Standards, but gilt and beautified
Croffes? Nay, the very Trophies of
your Victories do not only bear the
figure of a Crofs, but of a Crucified
Man. Indeed the Sign of the Crofs
is naturally reprefented in many things,

{asin a Ship, when under Sail, or when

row'd with Oars; alfo when a Man

{ prays to GO.D with his hands ftretch-
{ed forth, he makes the fame Figures

So that the Figure of the Crofs, has
both a ground in Natural Reaforr,
and in your Religion , as being form-

led in the moft Solemn aftion of i,

Prayer.

NOW 1 would fain meet with that
Man, that fays, or believes, that the
blood of a murtherd Infant, is the in-
itiating Ceremony of our Religion. Firft,
who could have the heart to (hed
the blood of a young lnnocent, that

15

g
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is but newly born 2 Surely none can
imagine or believe {uch a Crime, but
he who can commit it. I'ts you that
expole your Children, new-born, to
wild Beafts and Birds, and ftrangle
them at their coming into the World -
Nay, there are fome amoung you, who
by taking Potions, to caufe abortion,
deftroy them in the Womb, and are
guilty of their death, even before they
are born. Which cruelty you have learn-
ed of your Gods 5 For Saturrn was not
contented to expofe his own Children,

Infants, whom they prevented from

with them; which a King of Egypt

Mcrcur)r. The Romzan Priefts have up-

| on fome occafions overwhelmd and
i buryed

but devourd them himfelf: Upon |
which account they were us'd in {ome
parts of Africa to offer him fuch little

crying, by {topping their mouths with |
kifles, that they might not facrifice fad |
and mournful Vichims to their Godys. !
It was alfo a Cultom among the Sey-
thians, to facrifice Strangers that lodg’'d

alfo practisd.  The Gauls facrificed hu-
mane, or rather inhumane, Offeringsto |
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buried a Greciaz Man and Woman,
as likewife a Man and Womaii of Gax/,
alive: And atthis day the folemn Wor-
thip paid to Fupiter Latiaris, 1s cutting
of a.Man’s throat 5 which, indeed, very
well becomes Saturn’s Son, thus to
gorge himfelf with the blood of a Cri-
minal. From whence, I {uppofe, it
was, that Catiline learn’'d to ratifie his
Confpiracy with humane blood 5 and

that Bellona does itill oblige thofe to

drink a draught of it, who confecrate
themfelves to her fervice.  With which
bloody Medicine, a thoufand times
worfe than the Difeafe, the Fal-
ling-ficknefs 1s alfo cured. Nor are
they much lefs barbarous, who fromthe
Awmphitheatre take and eat wild Beafts,
all befmeard with blood, and newly
fed with the flefh and entrails of Men.
For our part, it is notlawful for us,
cither to fee or hear of Murthers com-
mitted 5 and fo much’ do we abhor Hu-
mane blood, that we eat not even that
of Beafts. As for our inceftuous and
promifcuous Feafts, it isa Calumny in-
vented at a confultation of Devils, .on

H purpofe

o
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purpole toobfcurethe glory of our Cha-
ftity, and deter Men from our Religion,
before they had try'dit, by the horror
of fo great a Crime; and what your
Orator Fronto has faid concerning i,
1s rather an Inwvecfive than an Evidence,
But, really, it's your felves, that are
guilty of Incelts,.and not we. The
Perfians marry their own Mothers
the Egyptians and the Athenians, their
Sifters.  Your Stories and T'ragedies,
wherein you take fo much delight,
boaft of Incefts; and o you worfhip
Gods,who have committed Inceflt with

their own Mothers, Daughters, and

Silters. Tis therefore no wonder that
that Vice is {0 frequent and fafhionable
among(t you, fince your very Gods
are your encouraging Examples and
Complices. And indeed, itisno ftrange
thing, if oft at unawares you commit In-
celt, by your whoring indifferently e-
very where, and by expofing your
Children to the mercy of others; fo that
it cannot well be fuppofed, but that

you fometimes light upon them. Thus

you fee that whilft you accufe us of
feign'd
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feign’d Incefls, you are guilty of real
ones your fclves.  But Chriffians are
not wont to make an outward (hew
of their Chaftity 5 but enflirine it in
their Minds, and do not ftudy fo much
to feem chaft, as to be really fo. Al
of us have cither one only wedded
Wite, or no Woman at all.  As for
our Feaffs, they are not only Chaft,
but Sober 5 for we do not fpend our
time in over-charging our ftomachs
with Meat and Drink 3 but we tem-
per the joys of our Feafts with the
gravity and ferioufnefs of our Conver-
fation. And as we are thus Chalt in
our Affemblies, {0 arec we no lefs fuch
every where elle.  There are many
among(t us, who keep themfelves un-
defil'd and holy in an unmarried ftate,
without boafting of it; and we are o
far from being inceftuous perfons, that
fome of us are even atham’d of lawfuyl
pleafures. As for what concerns Ho-
nors, it doth not follow, that becaufe
we decline your Purple and Dignities,
that therefore we are of the dregs of

the people 5 nor are we to be accoun-
H 2

ted -
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ted Faltious, if we all afpiring after
the fame felicity keep company with
one another, and all meet together as
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the only figa of your Brotherhood is

Parricide, and your frequent imbruing
your handsinthe blood of your neareft

peaceably as we behave our felves fingly |Relations. But you {uppofe,that we

and alone. Nor ocught we to be ac- |
cus'd for prating in corners, if you be ;
either atham'd or afraid to hear usin |
- publick, And if our Number daily -
increafes, it is not our Crime, but our
Commendations an excellent courfe :

of life, is not only apt to engage thofe §

conceal That which we worthip, becaufe
we have neither Temples nor Altars.
To what purpofe (hould we make any
form or reprefentation of GOD, whofe
living Image, Man himfelf is? Or what
Temple (hould we raife to Hiz, fince
this whole world, which was made

who are enter'd into it to perfevere | by Him, is not able to contain Him?
and continue init, but toinvite and al- { Or (hall we Mortals, who livein great
lure others to it. We do not know { Palaces, confine the Incomprehenfible
onc another by any marks we have on  Glory of HIS M AFESTT, to the
our bodies, as you fancy s but by our § narrow compafs of fome Temple or
modefty and innocency. That we{ Chappel 2 Were it not much better to
love one another fo entirely, as you { dedicate our Mizd for the place of
are troubled to fee it, is, becaufe we{ his Abodes and confecrate our Heart

Gl Rz

know not how to hate. And that we!
call one another Brethren, which you
cnvy us for, is, becaufe we have all!
Oxe and the fame Father, one and
the fame Faith, and one and the fame
Hope.  But for your part, you do not
owane one another 5 you rage with en-

vy and hatred again{tone another 5 and
the

| for his Altar ¢ Shall we offer to GO D

Sacrifices and Oblations of fuch Crea-
tures, as he has made for our ufe 2
Would not this look indeed as if we
had a mind to reje& his Bounty, and
to throw back his Gifts into his own
Hands; which fpeaks the greateft in-
gratitude, cfpecially fince the only ac-

H 3 ceptable

-
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ceptable Offering to him,isa good Mind
and a pure Heart, with a fincere Confci.
ence. So that he that lives innocently,
prays to GOD) acceptably 5 he that
deals jultly, prefents Hinm with an Of-
fering of a fweet favours he whe ab.
ftains from fraud, doth moft effeGual.
ly propitiate and atone the Deitys and
he that refcues a Man that s in dan-
ger of his life, does kill the farec(t Sa-
crifice. Thefe are our Sacrifices 5 thefe
are our Myfterics; and with s, he is
moft Devout and Religious, who is
moft Jult. But you wonder, that we
neither can thew to others the GOD
whom we Worlhip, nor fee him our
felves.  Does this feem ftrange to you?
Why, for this very reafon we do moft
afluredly believe Fim to pe GOD,
becaufe we can perceive Him, but can-
not {ce Him. For his omuipaotent
Fivtwe and Power is always prefent be-
fore our eyes, nthe Works which he
has made,
Nuture s when it thunders, when it
lightens, when it is fair; all his works
proclim Flzz: Let it not therefore
? f{ft‘ﬂ%

. T
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L e to you, that you d’o not
'féZmG(gg.g Allythings are mov’d 1Pd
driven by the Wind, and yet youlee
itnot; And the Sun 1t felf, that makes
all things to be feen, 15102 mannfr in-
vifible, by reafon of its fuper a}iwe
and dazling brightnefs; m{’omt(li% ﬂ?s
fhould we gaze l(.)ng,itatsjo \E’;S bal'mg
eyes on it, i
?li{en?:l-;ng put them out. Agd car};}ﬂ
thou think thy felf able to bear the

| fight of his Glory, who made the Sun,

and is the Fountain of all Light, when

: = d
, t afraid of his Lightnings, an )
: g;gs&al;h; felf from his 1 hunder ¢ Be-
| fides, wouldft thou fee GOD Wlt{l{
| thy Eyes of flefh, when thou can

ither fee nor take hold of thi.ne own
SZ:EF,EIb; which thou doft live and

| fpeak » But perhaps you will fay, %?Oé)
i ignorant of what we do, and Le
{ being in Heaven, can neither confider

| all, nor take knowledge of every par-
and in the whole courfe of

ticular perfon and his concernments.

i ? For
| atly are you miftaken:
' E:V:zv cgarr(l3 H}c’z be far from any of us,

X ) b
when all things in gezven and Ea;nd
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and in the immenfe {pace beyond them,
are full of Him, and known to Him,
He is not only with us, but within us;
_And as the Sun, though fixed in the
Heavens, yet diffufes it felf through the
whole Univerye, is prefent every where,
and mingles 1ts light with every thing,
without ftaining its brightnefs; fo
with much more reafon, can #othing
be hid from, or fecret to GO D, the
Author and Bebolder of all things 5 the
Darknefs hides not from Him, for He
1s there alfo 5 nor the thoughts of Men,
which are the truer Darknef; of the
two. We live not only under His Go-
vernance, but, as [ may fay, with Hism.
Netther ought we to prefume upon
our great Numbers, as fuppofing that
one may eafily efcape unfeen amon

fo vaft a Multitude's For though we

may fcan to our felves a great many, |
| a ftate of Slavery, arrivid to a moft pu-

We, mdeed, divide and dj-

yet are we but a few with refpect to
GOD.
ftinguith the Earth into Countries and
Nations sy but to GOD this whole
FWorld is but one Honfe.  ICings cannot
acquaint themfelves with the State and
‘ Con-
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Concerns of their own Kiwngdows
without the Eyes of many Minifters 3
but the MON ARC H of the whole
Woeorld needs none to inform Hiwvs s
we being not only under his Eye, but
even in his Boforz. You fay, itavail'd
nothing to theJews, that they worthip-
ped One Only GOD, with Temples,
Altars, and a vaflt Number of Ceremo-
aiess but in this you miftake through
ignorance, if either not remembring,
or not knowing the Hiftory of former
times, you take notice only of fome
latter Events: For whillt they ador'd
our GO D holily, religioufly and inno-
cently. (I fay OurGO D, forthe fame

{ isthe GO D of the whole World) whilft
| they obey'd his Juft Commands and

wholefome Laws, they became of a
{fmall Number, a mighty Nation 5 of
poor, they were made rich, and from

iflant Monarchy : A few of them, and
unarm’d, put to flight great Armiesand

| overthrew them, the Elements at God's

command fighting for them. Look
into their own Writings, or if it like
: : you

y
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you better, into thofc of the Rowzans
read what Fofephus and Antonins Fu-
lianws (not to mention thofe Hiftori-
ans that were before them) write
of that FPeople, and youl find, that
their Sins drew down Calamities up-
on tiirm, and whatever Evils befell
themw, were long before prophefied
would overtake ‘em, in cafe they
fhould ftill continue in their Rebelli-
on: So thatindeed they forfook GOD,
before they were forfaken of Hine, and
were not (as you impioufly fay) taken
Captives with their O D, but given
up by Him, as deferters of his Dilci-
pline and Law.

AS to what concerns the general
Conflagration of the Univerfe, it is a
vulgar Error, to think it a thing diffi-
cult or impr{lible that the World
fhould all on the fudden be fet on fire,
and confum’'d by that means. There
1s no man doubts, but that which has
a Beginning muft have an End, and
that that which is made, muft finally
perifh 5 That the Heavens themlelves,
and all things therein contain’d, as
“ they

i 1 SRR
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they had a Beginning, muft likewife
have anEnd ; and that ceafing to be
nourifh'd by the exhalations of frefh
and falt-waters, they will be inflam’d;

{ for {o the Stroicks fredfalily believe,
{ that all the moifture of Nature being

fpent, the whaole World will prefemtly
take fire : And the Epicurcans are like-
wife of the fame ‘Opinion, as touching
the ruin of the Univerfe, and the Con-
flagration of the Elcments. As for
Plato, he faith, That fome parts of the
World are at times drown’d with
floods and inundations, others con-
fum'd by fire; and though he faid that
it was made {o at the firft, as that it
might continue for ever ; yet he adds,
that GO D, Who is the Maker of it,
may deftroy it when He pleafes. Which
1s not at all to be wonder'd at, that a
Workman can, and may take to picces
his own Work. So that herein you
fce the Philofophers do fuily agree with
#s5 not that we do follow their fteps,

{ but they have taken fome fhadow of

this Truth outof the prediions of our
Propkeis, and have fourbifh'd and

’ s
" | drefed

™
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drefs'd it up after their own way.
Thus alfo the moft renown’d among(t
them, firft Pythagoras, and efpecially
Plsto, have deliverd down to us),
though very much corrupted and

maimed, the Do&rine of another Life

after this; for they affert, That the
Soqls of Men after the diflolution of
their bodies, do perpetually remain, and
dies;and perverting theTruth ftill more,

return into the bodies of Beafts and

a grave Philofopher.

thing (as to us) be repair’d and reca-
| ver'd
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ver'd to a new Lifes efpecially fince
it 15 much more difficult to create a
thing which never was, than to reftore

| that to its former Being, which has al-

ready been? Or do you believe, that
every thing which difappears to our

| dull fight, does perifh in the fight of
{ GOD? Whether the Body moulder
_ { into duft, or be diffolv’'d into water,
are continually pafling into new Bo-

or be reduc’d to athes, or be attenu-

| ated into Steam and Air, it 1s only
they add, That the Souls of Men do
. { GOD it is preferv'd in the feveral E-
Birds; an Opinion which does more ;
befeem a Mountebank or Fuggler, than |
But it is enough ]
for us, that your Wifmen themfelves
do in fome fort agree with #. And |
who is fo much afool, as todeny, that
He who at firlt made Man, can as ea.
fily reftore and renew him? For as :
he is nothing after Death, fo neither |
was he any thing before Life; And |
therefore why fhould we think it -
ftrange, that he who at the beginning
was made of nothing, fhould of no-

withdrawn out of our fight, but to

lements into which it is chang’'d.  Nei-
ther do we fear, as you fancy, that a-
ny manner of prejudice comes to our
Bodies by Burial; only we obferve the
Cuftom of interring Dead Bodies, as
the beft. Do but look about you,
and you'l {ee how, to our comfort,
whole Nature is a lively PourtraiGture
and Reprefentation of our Refurrecti-
on. The Sun rifes and fets, and {o do
the Stars; Flowers dye and {pring up’
agains Trees renew their green Ve-
{ture every year; and Seeds, unlefs

~ they dye and putrific in the Earth, do |
not '
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not return to a new life. And why
may not our Bodices, like Trees in Win-
ter, hide and preferve their life and
vigour, under a feeming withering
and deadnefs?> Indeed, you cannot
expet to {ce this in the depth of Win-
ter, but muft (tay «ill that great Spring
comes, which (hall make our Bodies
to flourifh and live again. Nor am [
Jgnorant that there are very many,
who being fenfible of their own de-
merits, do rather wifh, than believe,
that they (hall not be after Death 5 chu-
fing of the two, rather utterly to be
extingui(h'd, than to be reftord to
~ life again, only to be punifl’ds which
Errour encreafes daily, by reafon
of the extreme licentioufhels of the
Age, and thelong forbearance of GOD,
whole Judgments the {lower they are,
by {o much the more juftly and heavi-
ly arc they laid on at luft. And yet
Men are told both by the Writings of’
Wiferien and Poets, that there isa S ty-
g#an Lake, and an ever-burning River,
prepard for the Etcrnal punithment of

the Wicked, according to the Oracles

of

againft Paganifm. 11y
of true Prophets, as well as the difcove-
ries of the Demons themfelves. Hence
it 1s the Pocts make Fupiter to {wear by
the burning Rivers, and dark Deeps
for as he forefees the rorments defign’d
both for himfelf and his worfhippers,
fo does he fear and tremble at them,
as being without meafure, and with.
out end. For in wonderful wife this
Fire does both confume our Bodies
and repair them, devour and nourifh
them at once 5 like the flathes of Light-
ning, which blaft and kill the body
without confuming it 5 or thofe Vul-
cano’s of fEtna and Vefuvius, and o-
thers that burn continually, without
walting or going out.  Thus this infer-
nal penal Fire 1s {trangely fed, without
diminution of its Fewel, and preys
for ever upon the Bodies of the Damn'd
without wafting them. Now, that

1GOD doth defervedly punifh them

that know him not, impious and wick-
ed men, none but prophane Wretches
can deny, fince it is {carce a lefs hei-
nous Crime, not to know the Father

and Lord of all things, than te pro-
voke
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voke and affront Hize. And although
the Igoorance of GO DI, 1s enoughto
make Men lyable to punithment, as
the true Knowledge of Him, doth a-

vail for their Pardon and Indemnity 5

yet if we Chriftians be compard
with yeu, notwith{tanding that upon
fome of us our Dilfcipline hath lefs ef-
fect, we fhall be found much the Bet-
ter Men.  For you forbid Adulteries,
and commit them; whereas we are
known as Men, to our Wives alone.
You content your felves only to pu-
nifh the outward A# ; whereas with
us the very Thought of Evil is a Crime.
You are afraid that other men fhould
be confcious of your faults, but we
ftand in awe cven of our own Con-
{ciences; becaufe we cannot fly nor hide
our felves from them. The Prifons are
crouded with numbers of your own,
but you find not one Chriftian there,
except he be cither a Confeffor, or an
Apoftate £ Netther letany think to com-
‘fort bhimfelf with this, That all Hu-
mane Actions are {ubject to unavoid-
able Fate and Defliny : For though

- we
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we attribute fome Events to Chance,
yet it 1s undeniably certain, that the
Mind of Man is free in the choice 6f
his Aftions, which are therefore only
punifhable and not his Condition. What
1s Fate, but what GO D has {poken
and decreed toncerning every one of
us, who being able to forefee the Mat-
ter of His own Decrees, fuits them to
every ones deferts and circum(tances;
{o he punifhes in us, not the Deftiny
of our Nativity, but the ill difpofition
of our Minds? But no more of this
Matter for the prefents which ifit be
not fufficient, we may have accafion to
treat of it more amply another time,
Only let me obferve to you now, that
if we are poor, which you are (conti-
nually upbraiding to us) thisis not a re-
proach, but an Honor to us; for as
the Mird is apt to grow diffolute by
Luxury and Excefs, fo is it many times
confirmd in Virtue, by Frugality and
a mean Eftate. And yet how can he
be poor who lacks nothing, who co-
vets nothing that others have, and who
15 rich towards GO D¢ He indeed is

I ~ rather
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rather poor, who having much, ftill co-
vets more: And to fpeak my mind
freely, noman is fo poor by Fortune,
as we are all by Nature. The Birds
bave no Patrimony to live upon, and
the Cattel upon a thoufand hills are
provided for only from day to day;
and we live upon thefe who have no-
thing certain te live upon, for they
are all made for us, and we poflefs
them all, if we covet them not. There-
fore as he that travels on the road, is
moft eafic when he carries leaft about
‘himg {o in this journey of life he is
happieft who being eas'd by Poverty,
doth not go fighing under the weight
and burthen of Riches, which if we
thought needful for us, we might law-
fully beg them of GOD, who, no
doubt, would not deny us fomething
of that AL L which is His: But we
chufe rather to defpife riches, than pof:
fefs them. Our moft earneft Wifbes
are for Innocence; our moft fervent
Prayerstor Patience ; we had much ra-
ther live well and vertuounfly with a
little, than prodigally and luxuriou.ﬂg

. wit

11§
with a great Eftate.  When weunder-
go the troubles of this Life, and (uffer
the infirmities of our Nature, wedon’c
fo much account them pains and pu-
nifhments, as a warfare in which we
areengaged : For we find that our cou-
rage gains ftrength from our infirmi-
ties, and that calamities and affliGions
are the ufual Dilcipline of Vertue 3 it
being certain that thie vigour of our
Bodies, as well a¢ our Minds, is apt to
decay for want of exercife. Thus all
thofe great Men, whom you magnifie
as fuch Examples of Vertue, became
Famous no other way, butby the mife-
ries and calamities they wete exercis'd
withall. Neither is it therefore a good
confequence from our feeming forlorn
condition, to fay that GO D neglecs
us, or is unable to relieveusy He who
is the great Governout of all, and the
moft compafitonate Lover of his Own.
But He proves us by adverfities ; He
makes tryal of our temper and difpofi-
tion by dangers and fufferings; He fifts
our moft hidden thoughts and inclina:
tions 5 and to difcoverthe bent of ouf

L J3 wills.

, . O . v"' .
dgamﬁ Paganifm.
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wills to the utmoft, Hecallsus to fuf-
fer death for Him, being well aflu-
red that nothing can perith in his
hands, and mifcarry under his care,
In fhort, as men try Gold by fire, fo
does he refine »s by afflitions. And
indeed how delighttula Spectacle muft
it be to GO D, to fee a Chriftian cou-
ragioufly encountring his pains, and
undawvntedly preparing himfelf for all

“manner of threats, punithments and tor-

ments 5 to fee him boldly look Death
and the Executioner of 1t in the face,
and without the lealt alteration, to
throw himfelf into the devouring

flames ; to fee him affert his liberty a-

gainft Kings and Princes, and to yield
tomone but GO D, whofe Heis s in
a word, like a Conqueror, to triumph
over his Judg 5 for he isreally victori-
ous, who has obtatned what he f{trives
for?Where is theSouldier thatwould not
boldly provoke and challenge dangers
in the prefence of his General , know-
ing that none but fuch as give good
proof of themfelves, fhall be rewarded?

- And yet a General cannot give what

he
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he has not 5 I'mean, he cannot length-
en our days, though he may beftow
Honors upon us for our Courage and
brave Exploits. But theSouldier of 7 E-
SUS CHRIST is fo far from being
abandon’d, even in Death it felf, that
he triumphs over it, and leads it Cap-
tive: So that though he may fecem to
be miferable, yet he cannot be fo. You
your felves exalt, even to the Skies,
fuch as have couragioufly fuffer'd for
their Country ; Witnefs Mutins Sce-
vola, who being miltaken in his attempt
upon the King, had certainly been put
to death by his Encmies, had he not,
by a molt undaunted courage, burnt
off his own right hand before their
eyes, upon the Altar. And how ma-
ny are there among(t us, who with-
out the lealt fhreaking or crying out,
have endur'd, not cnly to have their
right hands, but their whole bodies
confum’d to afhes, when they might
with one word have deliver'd them-
felves from thofe extréme tortures?-—
But why do I compare our Men with
Mutins and Aquilins and Regulus 2

I3 - Our
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Our very Women and Children make:

{light of croffes and tortures, are un-
concernd at the fight of wild and ra-
venous Beaftss and in a word, by a
Patience divinely infpird, make a
mock of torment in all its frightful
fhapes. And yet fo miferably blind
are you, as not to confider that there
are none who will cither endure tor-
ments without caufe, or can be (o
courageous under them, without a fu-
pernatural and Divinze Afliltance. But
this is that which perhaps deccives
you, That you fee thofe who know
not GO D to abound in Riches, flou-
rifh in Honor and excel in Power and
Dignity.  Poor Wretches! They are
lifted up on high, that they may have
the greater fall 5 They are Bealts fat-
ten'd for Sacrifice, and fo many Vicims
crown'd before their Slaughter; fo
that one would think, fecing their
“lewd Lives, that they are fer upon
Thrones, only to abufe their Power,
and to fin with more licentioufnefs.
Befides, without the knowledge of

GOD there can be no folid Felicity,
oL - fince
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fince all the things of this World zre
like a Dream, which vaoifhes before
we can lay hold of it. Kings feel as
many fears in them{clves, as they caufe
in others, and though they are guard-
ed with a great retinue, yet they are
alone in dangers.  You are rich (it’s
true) but it is not well to truft incon-
ftant Fortune. Befides, if things be
rightly confiderd, fo much Luggage,
for {o fhort a Journey is more cumber-
fome than ufcful.  You glory in your
Purple and Dignitics 5 but without
caufe, fince Scarlet and rich Veftments
are but a pitiful Ornament to you, if
your Souls be tainted with Sin and pol-
luted with Vice, *You pretend to be
of a great Family and of Noble Pa-
rentage: But don't you know that we
are 4ll Equal by our Birth, and that
Virtae only ought to make the diffe-
rence among Men. It is therefore with
good reafon that Chriftians, who aim
at being efteem’d only upon the ac-
count of their Virtuous Manners and
Modeft Behaviours, defpife your Shews

d Pomps, and fly from. them asde- -
wnd Pomps, and fy i

etiea . .,v“"g

‘
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lightful Inticersand Corrupters of menj
and with the fame reafon al(o they ab-
ftain from your Religious Worfhip and
Ceremonies,. as well knowing what was
their Beginning and Original. For
who can but abhor to hear and fee
thofe confufed Contefts and Shouts of
the Multitude at your Chariot-races ?
What fober Mind is not aftonifh’d to
{ce the Art of killing Men, publickly
profelsd in your Gladsators Games ?
And for your Theaters, as the madnefs
there 15 no lefs, {o they exceced in all
manner of infamous lewdoefs and fil-
thinefs ; where a bold and fhamelefs
Altor reprefents or relates Adulteries,
and the lafcivious Jelter by making
Love, incites to Luft and Lafciviouf-
nefs 5 where they dithonor your Gods
by afcribing fighs and hatred, and
Whoredoms, the Paflions and the Vi-
ces of men to them. With feigned
gricfs they draw real tears from your
eyess fo that you can lament perfo-
nated Murthers, and take delight in
true ones, If we abhor the remain-
ders of your Sawrifices, and of the
SR ' Wine
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Wine thathas been prefented upon your
Altars, this is not to be interpreted as
an acknowledgment of our fear, butan
afferting of our jult liberty. For though
nothing can corrupt the Gifts of GO.D,.
which Nature has produc’d for our ufe,
yet we willingly . abftain from thofe
prophane Qblations, left we might be
thought either to acknowledge the
Demons, to whom they are confecra-
ted, or to be afham’d of our own Re-
ligion. - '

But how come you to fancy that we
have an Antipathy to Flowers? Don’c
we gather the Lilly and the Rofe, and
whatever the Spring affords, and is
efteem’d either for its beauty or fra-
grancy? We both {trew them, and tye
them up into Nofe-gays, and make
them into Garlands, which we hang
about our necks. But I hope you
will excufe us, if we don’t wear Gar-
lands on our Heads, and are of opini-
on that Flowers ought to be fmelt by

the Nofe, and notby the hair or hin- -

der part of the Head. Neither do we
think it neceflary to crown the Dead

with Jl

.

;
!
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with Garlands; but wonder at you
for doing of it. For what good can
Flowers do them,if they have no fenfe?
Or if they have any, why do you ex-
pofe them to the funeral flames? Be-
fides, if they be happy, they do not
need them ; and if they be miferable,
Flowers will be but a {mall comfort to
them. As for us, we celebrate the
Funerals of our Dead Friends with
the fame Modefty and Compofednefs
that appears in our whole Life. We
dont crown them with Garlands
that fade away, they being crown'd
with fuch as are made of immortal
and never-dying Flowers, by the
hand of G O D himfelf We are
moderate in our defires, being af
fur'd of the Bounty of our goed GOD ;
and freed from all fear, by the cer-
tain hopes of a future Felicity 5 and a-
nimated to do and fuffer for Him,
by the Faith of his Glorious pre-
fence with us : Infomuch as we
have not only a Happinefs in reverfion
at the refurrection of the Juft; but
are happy already in the contemplatios
an
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and profpect of our future Bleflednefs,
Therefore let that Athenian Droll, So-
crates, enjoy the comfort of his own
confeflion, that he knows nothing, and
glory in the deceitful Teftimony given
him by
counts Let Arceftles and Carneades,
Pyrrho, and the reft of the Academicks
be continually deliberating and doub-
ing5 Let Sinonides for ever ask a lon-
ger day for the giving his Anfwer s
for our part we do not value thofe
Philofophers, whom we know to have
been Tyramts, Corrupters, and Adulte-
rersy and who were never more Elo-
quent, than when they declaim’d a-
gain(t their own Vices. We don’t en-
deavour to make a fhew of Wifdom in
our Garb, but to have it fhine forth in
the dilpofition of our Minds and Man-
ners. Wedon'ttalk of great things, but
live and do them. In fhort, we make
it our glory to have attain’d that which
they fo earneftly fought for, but could
never find, Why are we {o unthank-
ful to God? Why do we envy our
felves our own happine(s, that it

o U fhowd

the Oracle, upon that ac-
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fhould be our lot to fee the Divine
Truth come to its full ripenef in our
days? Let us enjoy this great Blefling
and advantage of being in the right,
and having the Truth on our fide, with
that temper and modelty which be-
comes us. Let Superftition be con-
trold 5 let all impiety be purg'd away,
and let the true Religion be preferv'd
arid continue for ever.

WHEN Odavins had thus ended
ais Difcourfe,we remain’d a good while
in a kind of amazement, looking ear-
neftly upon one another,without {peak-
ing one word. Formy part I wasalmoft
tranfported with admiration, that he
had both by Arguments, and Examples,

and the Authority of Teltimonies,

which his reading furni(h’d lfim withall,
adorn’d fo good a Caufe, and fo clear-
ly made out thofe things which are
more cafily felt than expref?s being
moft of all pleasd to fee that he had
both foughtand foil'd them at theirown
Weapons, and clearly demonftrated,
that Truth is not only eafie, but hath
many favourable advantageson its fide,
2a . | Wo

AR T R T R T T T
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Whilft T was thus filently mufing with
my felf, Cecilins breaks out into thefe
words 5 Icongratulate OFaviys moft
heartily, and my own happinefs alfo,
upon this occafion : Neither do I expect
your Sentence ; Weare both Conque-
rors; noram [ unjuft in challenging the
Victory; for if Ofavius has had the bet-
ter of me, I at the fame time do tri-
umph over my own Errors. There-
fore, as to what concerns the main
Queftion, I both own a Providence,
and belicve in GOD3 and for the reft,
I agree with you touching the fince-

rity and truth of your, or (to {peak more
properly) Ouwr RELIGION. Ne-

. verthelefs there remain fome few things

(not in oppofition to Truth, but need-
ful for my fuller information) of which
I defire we may entertain {ome further
Difcourfe. But we will put off this
till to morrow (the Sun being now near
feteing) that at our leifure, and with
more convenience we may throughly
difcufs this whole Matter.

WHEN Cecilins had thus fieely
utterd his Mind, Asfor me (faid 1) ¥

am |
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~am overjoy'd upon the account of ug
all, and in particular, that Ofzviys
has done me fo great a pleafure by his

Victory, asto deliver me from the en-

vy of judging between my Friends.
Neverthelels I fhall not launch forth
into the Praifes of Ot aviws, becaufe I
am fenfible that I can never give him
the Commendations he deferves, Be-
fides, the Teftimony of a man, and of
one only, 15 too little: The Great
GOD is his Reward, who has in-
fpird him with o perfwafive a Speech,
and enabled him to overcome.
THUS we all departed joyfully,
Cectlins,becaufe he had believd ; Ot a-
vius, becaufe he had overcome; and

my felf; both for the Faith of the One; |

and /iciory of the Other,

THFE END.

HE Tranflator of this Book,
teachesthe French Tongue
according to an exaé& and eafie
Method. He is to be heard of at |
M?® Gates’s Houfe in Bow-Lane,
over againft Bafing-Lane-end,
London.




