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AN ORATION.

l!

MODERN infidels have attacked few
fubjeéts, with lefs confideration, than that refpet-
ing the creation of the world. As neither the phi-
lofophy nor antiquity of the Mofaic hiftory coin.
cides with their fpeculative opinions, on this fub-
ject, they have imbibed the notion, that it is a mere
fition, and not worthy ferious attention. An at-
tempt to exhibit the falfity of this opmion, and el-
tablifh the fcriptural account of the creation, will
not, it is prefumed, be an uninterefting fubject.

THE numerous ablurd and fanciful hypothefes,
adopted both by ancient and modern philofophers,
with refpect to the origin of the world, fufficient-
ly prove the neceflity of revelation on this fubject.
To exhibit even a partial detail of the feveral fyf-
tems, would exceed the limits of a moderate vol-
ume. It will readily be acknowledged, however,
thata fummary view, of the moft important of them,
will have the double effet of difplaying their in-
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confiflencies and abfurdities, and of exhibiting a
more complete proof of the truth of the Mofaic huf-

tory.

Tue f{everal opinions, either of the ancients
or moderns, on this fubject, may be comprifed un-
der one or other of the following three.

¥irst, That the world is eternal, both as to
its matter and form, neither having origin, nor be-

ing liable to corruption. Or

SeconpLy, That the matter of the world is
cternal, but not the form. Or

- LastLy, That the world had a beginning,
and, of courfe, will fuffer a diffolution.*

Tue firlt opinion was openly defended by
none among the ancients, except fome Pleudo-Py-
thagoreans, Ariftotle, and feveral of Plato’s follow-
crs. Inftead, however, of affirming, as fome in our
own times have done, that the world itfelf 1s Gob,
or the felf-exiltent and independent Being, thele
philofophers either barely maintained, that 1t was
neceflary {fomething {hould be eternal, which 1s all
feveral of the Pythagorcans prove; or, that the
worldis an “ efcrnal woluntary emanation from the
<« all wife and f{upreme caufe,” which was the o-
pinion of many Platonifts ; or, that the world efer-

* Vide Dr. Clarke’s Demonftration of the Being and Attnbutce
of Gob, p. 32, &c. Lond. 1728,
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?mf{y and neceffardy flows from tiie energy of the di
vine nature, whichi appears to have been the opine
ion of Ariftotle.* In this, he was joined by fome
learned Mohammedans, particularly al Iarabi, al
Kendi, Ebn Sina, and Lbn Rofhd, who were de-
nominated Dabrians or Lternalifls.  This dogma
was, likewife, embraced by Origen, and, in the fixth
century, was permitted to be openly taught in A-
lexandria, by Ammonius, Some modern philofo.
phers, who maintain the eternity of the world, do
not hefitate to affirm, that the material univerfe,
with the srder and mede of exiffence of every part .of
it, is felf-exiftent, and the only fupreme Deity.
This was the opinion of Spinoza, which, indeed,
had been before partially adopted by Xenophanes,

the founder of the Eleatic fett, Parmenides, Melu-
{us, Zeno of Elea, the elder Phny, Stilpo, and the
Megaric philofophers, Strato of Lampfacus, Alex-
ander the Epicurean, fome Japanele and Moham-
medan fets, likewife, fome heretical chriftians—
Amalric, David of Dinant, and the learned Peter
Abelard. But none of them proceeded fo far, and

adopted fuch a complete fyftem, as Spinoza.t

TuE {econd opinion was, that the materials of
the world were eternal, but put mto their prefent
order, by principles merely mechanical, or difpofed

e ]

* Cudworth’s IntelleCtual Syftem, p. 250, 251.
T Cofmogony prefixed to the Univerfal Hiftory. Clarke’s

Dem. p. a6,
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by an intelligent mind. The firft of thefle opinions
was the colmogony of fome fets among the Egyp-
tians, Pheenicians, Babylonians, and a few of the
ancient Pagan poets, likewife of Leucippus, De-
mocritus and Epicurus, the reputed inventors of
the atomic fyltem. This fuppofed, that all things
were produced from an infinite number of atoms,
which, having been inceflantly moving from all
cternity, in infinite fpace, happened, at length, by
a fortuitous concourfe, to fettle into the prefent
fyltem of things.* This phyfiology does not ap-

pear to have been unknown before, for Anaximan-
der, Ariftrophanes, Empedocles, Heraclides, Af-
clepiades, Diodorus, and Metrodorus Chius, main-
tained, that indivifible particles, or an infinite firft
matter, is the principle of all things.T The atomic
fyftem has been embraced by feveral moderns,
among whom are Gaflendi, Defcartes, and the
Mohammedan fcholaftic divines. The {fecond
opinion was adopted by Hippafus, Hippocrates,
Heraclitus, Diogenes of Apollonia, the Staicks, the
Pandits in India, the Sufis and other learned men
in Perfia, fome fets among the Chinefe, the Si-
amefe, and the later Jews, who, holdmng the eter-
nity of matter, fuppofed it to be the only fubftance,
‘and invefted with reafon. Thales, Pherecydes, Py-

ey dalalyFEFEE——

¢ Epicurus held no principle but the atoms themfelvzs, Democri-
tus fippofed they were animated.

+ U?iv. Hift. Cofmogonv, p. g0. Lond. 174~ Cudworth’s
Int. Syi.
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thagoras,* Timaus Locris, Archytas, Anaxagoras,
who firft, among the Grecian philofophers, held an
intelligent being diftin& from matter, Anitotle,
Archelaus, and Plutarch,} maintained, that there

were two diftin& coeternal principles, Gop and
MATTER., Ariftotle fuppofed, that the world was

governed by an unlimited number of forms, qual-
ities, and other imaginary beings.] This opinion
was [upported by Hermogenes, and other ancient
pretenders to chriftianity, and it prevailed till it was
{fupplanted by Defcartes, who introduced the atomic
philofophy.|| In none of thefe fyftems, which are
extremely various and contraditory, is it admitted

that Gob 1is able to create matter, it muft, then,

* Pythagoras held, that the two felf-exiftent principles were a
monad, or unity, asd a dyad, or duality. By the firft, 1t 15 gene-
rally thought, he intended Gobp, or an ative and intelligent mind ;
by the fecond, fome fuppofe he meant a dzemon or 2 maleficent be-
ing, others, matteritfelf. He afirmed, that all things were formed
according to the proportion of numbers, ‘The following is a fpeci-
men of his proportions, and the principles, on which was founded the
mufical fyftem of all nations, if a ftring be divided into two, three,
and four parts, in each half there will be an o&ave of the whole—
in the three fourths, its fourth—in the two thirds, its fifth. The oc-
tave, then, will be as one to two—the fourth, as three to four—and
the fifth, as two to three. The importance of this proportion in«
duced {ucceeding philofophers to give to the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, the
njame of the facred quaternary. dAnacharfts’ Travels. Vol, LI
/e 30,

+ Plutarch, Numenius, and Atticus, in order to account for the
origin of ewil, fuppofcd, that the chaos, or original matter, ivas ani-
mated by a vicious being. It appears, therefore, that they held a
third felf-exiftent, and eternal priaciple.  Some mongrel chriftians,
as the Marchionites, Manichzans, and Paulicians, maintained, that
there were two felf-exiftent Gods—a good and a bad. They held,
that 1t was impofhble, 1n any other way, to account for the exiftence
of vice. Univ. Hiff. p. 62, 63, Cofmng.

T Travels of Anacharfis, Vol. 1IL ch. 26.

| This was fucceeded by the Nervionic,



8

have exifted from eternity, as a paflive fubjelt of
all the operations of Gob, or, it is a felf-exiftent
being. The firlt {uppofition neceffarily implies the
contradiction of two felf-exiltent beings: The fec-
ond, that 1t 1s impoilible to conceive matter to be,
or not to be, n any way diftin& from what it now
15, without a contradiction.*

THE lalt opinion, that the world was ablolutely
created, and 1s liable to diffolution, was held by the
ancient Tulcans or Ltrurians, the Druids, the Per-
fian Mag1, the old Hindu Brahmans and modern
Bramins, the Chincle, the Mohammedans, fome of
the Japanele, and {everal of the American Indians,

Tue Chinefe have been viewed as a refined peo-
ple, yet they exhibit the following account of the
creation ;—1hat one Tayn, who lived in heaven,
and was celebrated for his wildom, difpofed the
parts of the world into their prefent order—that he

created, from nothing, the firft man Panfon, and his

wife Panfonc—that this Panfon, by a power trom
Tayn, created another man, called Zanbom, who

was a great naturalilt, and thirteen men more, by
whom the world was veopled, till after confidera-
ble time the {ky {ell upon the carth, and deftroyed

* Tnthe ftatement, which 1 have given, of the opintons of the
Grecian philofophiers, I have mentisned thofc only, which they
openly taught. They generally held e Jawtul, for the public good,
to fay one thing when they thought another. llence many helda
dsuble dséirine, which they called the External and Internal. For
a particelar view of feveral of thewr favsfeld doddrines, {ve Dr. IVars
burtad’s Divine Leygation of Mafes 3 Dot 111, foliions 2 and ;.
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them all ;1 but that the wife Tayn afterwards crea-
ted another man, whole name was Lofziram, who
had two horns, and an odoriferous body, from
which proceeded feveral men and women, who
ftocked the world with its prefent inhabitants.]
—Some of the Brahmans, 1f we may credit a late
writer,§ affirmed, that the Almighty knocked the
world into exiftence by a great cane.~Many of the
Hindu Pandits, and Perfian Sufis feign, that an im-
menle /pider was the firft caufe of all things. They
allege, that fhe wove the web of the univerfe,
and difpofed it with great art. Ever fince it was
compieted, fhe has placed herfelf in the centre of
her work, and dire&ted every motion. When fhe
fhall have fufficiently pleafed herfelf in regulating
the web, fhe will draw all the threads the had {pun
out, into herfelf, at which time all things will van-
ifh.|—The Mohammedans inform us, ¢ that the
« firft things, which were created, were the T hron
« of God, Adam, Paradife, and a great Pen, with
«« which Gop wrote his decrees—that the Throne
s was carried about upon angels’ necks, whole
« heads were fo large, that birds could not fly, in
 a thoufand years, from one ear to the other—
¢ that the heavens were propped up by the moun-

+ Here we obferve an evident allufion to the deluge.
1 Stackhoufe’s Hiftory of the Bible, Lib. 1. ¢. 1.
§ Lord, on the Banian religion.
il Uniy. Hif. p. 48, Coimog. B
3
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« tain Koff—that the ftars were firebrands, thrown
« againft the devils, when they invaded heaven—
« that the earth ftands upon the top of a great
¢ cow’s horn—that this cow {tands upon a white
¢ {losic—this ftone upon a mountam, and this

“ mountain upon” nobody “knows what.”’*

How different are ail thefe accounts from
what is recorded by Mofes, whofe hiftory i1s ealily

comprehended, comporting with the dignity of
Gov, and not inconfiftent with the principles of

true philofophy. Were we to confider Mofes
merely as an hiftonian, without any fupernatural
powerg, werc wc to judge of his accounts at ¢ the
¢ bar of reafon,” and to wave the circumftance of
their antiquity, there would, notwith{tanding, be
a credibility attached to them, of which all others
are deftitute, ¢ We cannot,” fays Stackhoufe,
‘¢ without admiration, fee a perfon, who had none
“of the fyftems before him, which we fo much
““ value, giving us a clearer idea of things, in the
¢ ay of an ealy narrative, than any philofopher,
““ with all his hard words, and new invented
“ terms, has yet been able to do, and, m the com-
¢ pais of two fhort chapters, comprifing all thac

* Stackhoufe. The Mohammedans, hkewife, hold, that Gop
drew ogt of Adam all his pofterity at once, and covenanted with
them, that they {hould acknowledge him to be their Lord,  They
fay that all thefe people were a@tualty aflembled, in the form of pit-
mires, near Mecca or Dahty, 1n India ; and, *after they had, in the
“ prefence of anpels, as witncfies, confefled their dependence on
“ Gopj they were agun caufed to return mto the loins of theie
“ oreat anceftor.” 1&-:111:, choy. Univ, £ p. 91, Cafinag.,
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“ has been advanced with realon, even from his
“ own time to this very day.” Had Mofes, in-
deed, madefree ufe of philofophical phrales, fuch,
for inftance, as globular and angular particles—
centripetal and centrifugal forces—the mundane
or folar fyltem—the atmolpheres of comets*—the
earth’s diurnal and annual motions, and the fun’s

reft, his obfervations might, poflibly, have been

more agreea'::.]ﬁ to fome theorifts 3 “ but theories,”

fays a writer, * depend, in a great meafure, upon
““ the humor and caprice of an age, which is fome-

“ times 1n love with one, and fometimes with a-
‘“ nother.”

IT may not be improper, in this part of our
fubject, to give fuch an explanation of the hiftory
of Molfes, as appears moft agreeable to the letter of
it, and the principles of philofophy.t

GeNEsis, chu L v. 1. In the beginning Gop
created the Leaven and the carth.

IT cannot be inferred from this expreffion,
that the whole ftarry heavens were created at the
fame time with this earth. It is, indeed, probable,
from the relation, which the fun and planets, with
their fatellites, bear to each other, that they were

* Mr. Whifton {uppofes, that the primitive chaos, from which
the earth was formed, was the atmofphere of a comet. He did net,
probably, refle&, that this atmofphere is not obfcure, but pellucid.

T The following paraphrafe and feveral other additions have been
made to the Oration, fince if was deltvered.
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all created at the fame time,® and in the fame man-
ner, from {o many chaotic mafles.}  But other {yf-
tems might have been made, many thoufand years
beforc owrs.] By the word heaven, Mofes unquel-
tionably intended, either the {pace circumferibed
by the path of Herlchell, or that of the molt dif-
tant comet in our {yftem, or, which 1s moft likely,
the upper region of the air. The word 15 ufed, In

this laft fenfe, in many paffages of feripture. |

V. 2. Aud the carth was without form, and
woid ; and derkngfs was upon the face of the decp ;
and the Spirit of Gob meved upon the face of the
waers.

* Many philofophers, however, have adopted different opinions.
Dr, Hurned fuppotzs, that all the cefeflial bodies, ncluding the {un
and planets, were made long before the earth.  Without any evi-
dence, he thinks that matter was, origimallv, under different laws
from what it now is.—~JDyffon places the chaos, from which the earth
Was nuide, i the fun, but does not inform us, why the fun was cre-
atcd, when there were no bodies for it to enlighten.—/F4:ffzn holds,
that the fun, moon, and ftars are all more ancientthan the carth.
The fix days of the creation, he thinks, were fix years, the earth
having hed no dwrnal rotation, till alter the apoftacy. But it 1s eafy
to {ee, that the folar fylem would have been very imperfe& without
the planct apon which we live, and we are not warranted, by phi-
lefophyv, 10 fuppole, that the moon was created before the earth,
Farther, 1f the carth did not move upon its axis, the immoderate de-
arcesof heat and cold would have been deftru€ive both to plants
aad ammals,

T It we fuppofe, with many, that the fun2nd planets were made
out of the chaos of Moles, we muft rejet the laws of gravitation, and
place the earth m the centre of the {yitem.

1 From thefe two paflages in the book of Job, [Frere avafl thou
avben [ laid the foundations of the earth?—IWhen the morning flars

Jaug tsgetvery and all the fonr of Gop fhoutcd for oy 2 (ch, xxxviii.
s, 4y 7. 1t has been, with fome propricty, inferred, that both ftars
and angels were made before the formation of the earth. But it
muft be acknowledged, that this is not complete proof'y for the
wernng flars might fing together, and the fonr of Gon fhout for
JOY, on account of their own creation, and that of the carth, at the
fame ume,

| See Gen.tozo; vil, 115 Job Xxxviil. 29, 37, &C.
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Moses here defenibes the original confufed
{tate of matter, and, as a preparatory ftep for its de-
figned difpofition and order, the moving of the
Spirit of Gob upon the waters. By the Spirit of
Gop, fome underitand a violent wind, fent to dry
the waters ; Grotius and others {uppofe, it was the
third perfon in the Trinity ; and Dr. Cudworth,*
that plaftic nature, which was [ublervient to Gop,

at this time, and which gave < kind of a vivifying
virtue to the whole chaotic mafs.

TuE WORK OF THE FIRST DAY. V. 3. And
Gop faid, Let there be light ; and there was light,
4. And Gop faw the light, that it was goed : and
Gob divided the light from the darknefs. 5. And
Gop calledthe light Day, and the darknefs be called
Night : and the evening and the morning were the

Jorfe day.

True delcription, which Moles here, and in
the following verfes, gives of the viciflitudes of day
and night, before he informsus of the creation of
the fun, has generally been confidered, by philofo.
phers, as the moft objectionable part of his hiftory.

But 1f we examine this difficulty, with attention, we
fhall find that Mofes was a more accurate philofo-
pher than is frequently imagined. If we fuppofe
that the fun was not created till the fourth day, we
may conclude, with Abarbinel, alearned Few, that

¢ Intell, Syftem, p. 148, 149.



14

]

the previous light was the Shechinah 5 or, with Dr.
Patrick, thofe fiery particles, which the Almighty
produced, ¢ as the greatinftrument for the prepa-
« ration of the reft of matter,” and which, being
colle€ted together, moved round the carth in twen-
ty-four hours, or, being difperfed through the whole
univerfe, were excited by Gop himfelf. It is not
unfrequently maintained, that the fun is theonly
fountain of light, from which all luminous parti-
cles are emitted.  But it appears from experiment,
that light, if properly excited, may be made to ap-
pear in midnight darknefs. This isa certain proof,
that it exifts in darknefs before it is excited, and,
that it is rendered vifible by being excited,* We
may rationally conclude, therefore, that it exifts dif-
fufed through the whole vifible fyltem of things,
being agitated, or put in motion, by the fun'} and
that it could not be made to appear, without this
previous exiftence, if the hemifphere fhould be fill-
ed with funs. Upon this hypothelis, light might

have been created on the firlt day, and Gob, alone,
might have been the exciter, till the funwas pro-

duced.

BuT there appears to be no neceffity of refort-
ing to fuppofitions of this kind. It 1s certamly,

“ A candle may be feen, ina dark night,at the diftance of three
miles. But it is ot fuppofable, that fuch a fmall body can turmih
afufficient quantity of light to filla {pherical fpace fix mules 1a di-
ameter. Itismore probable, that the particles, in that {pace, are
excited by the candle, See the sreatifeon the creatisny in IWatfon's
Treological Tradts. '
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much more rational to conclude, from the connex-
ion between ail the bodies in the folar fyftem, that
the fun and moon were in exiftence from the com-
mencement of the creation, but could not be feen
the three firflt days, on account of the vapours, and
heterogeneous particles, with which the air was
filled. 1Itis likely, that their light gradually in-
creafed until the fourth day, when thefe particles
had fo far fubfided, that they began to appear,
which may be the reafon why they are faid to have
been made at that time.

THE WORK OF THE SECOND DAY, V. 6.
And Gop faid, Let there be a firmament in the midf?
of the waters ; and let it divide the walers from the
awaters. 7. And Gop made the firmament, and
divided the waters, which were upder the firma-
ment, frem the waters, which were above the firma-

ment : 9.

Tue atmofphere mult have been in fome meal-

ure cleared the firft day, at lealt, the groffer parts
of matter muft have fubfided, otherwife, the rays

of light could not have pierced it. But it was fo
far perfeCted on this day, as to be rendered capable
of fupporting clouds. The waters above the firm.-
ament, were, probably, thofe in the clouds, as thofe
under it, were the waters upon the earth,

THE THIRD DAY’S WorRK. V. 9. And Gop
faid, Let ihe coaters under the heaven, be gathered
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together unlo one place, and let the dry land appear »
and it was fo. 10. And Gov called the dry land

Earth, and the gathering together of the wwaiers called
he Seas : and Gop faw that it was good. 11, And
Gop faid, Let the earth bring forth grafs, the herb
y{c!d.:'ng [feed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after
bis kind, whofe feed is in itfelf upon the carth : and
1# weas fo, LS.

THE firlt part of this day was employed in
gathering the waters, which covered the whole
earth, into feas, lakes, &c. in order that the dry
land might appear. Dr. Patrick* fuppofes, that
this was eflected by an earthquake, which rafed
the carth, and made caverns for the waters to run
into. This he argues from an expreflion in Pfa/i:
civ. 735 At thy rebuke they (i. e. the waters) fled : at
the woice of thy thunder, they hafled away ; likewile
in Job xxxviii. 10, And brake up for it, (i. €. for
the “fea) my decreed place, and fet bars and doars.
Mr. Whifton is of opinion, that it was occalioned

by the different denfity and fpecific gravity of the
feveral columns of the earth, which had been grad-

ually finking from the beginning of the creatien,
and fome of which funk much lower than others.
To this caufe he altogether afcribes the inequality
of the furface of the earth, and, for a proof of the
truth of it, fays, that mountainous columns are not

fo denfe and ponderous as others.}

el

= Commentary spon verle g.

4+ Theory of the Earth, Book 2.
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THE laft part of this day’s work, was the pro-
duction of vegetables. It cannot be fuppofed, that
the fecundity of the earth, at that time, was fuffi-

cient for fuch a growth.in a day, as is defcribed.
It will be allowed, that Gop formed the feeds of
vegetables, and this rapid vegetation may, with
equal propriety, be referred to his divine interpofi-
tion.

THE WORK OF THE FOURTH DAY. V. 14.

And Gobp faid, Let there be lights, &c. 16, And
Gop made 1we great lights ¢ the greater light to rule
the day, and the leffer light to rule the night : bhe
made the flars alfo, .

For an explanation of what is here faid with
regard to the fun and moon, {ee what has been ob.
ferved refpetting light.

I'rons the expreflion, he made the flars allo,

it has been inferred, that the fun, moon and ftars
were all made at the fame time. But the words e
made, are an interpolation, there being nothing in
the Hebrew to warrant them. They were, proba-
bly, placed, at firft, in the margin of our bibles, and
afterwards crept into the text. The Hebrew word
Y thould be tranflated zogether with.  The literal
meaning of this paflage, then, is, that the fer light,

G
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or the moon, is 70 rufe the night, tozether with the
Sflars™

Tue rirTH DAY’S Work., V. 20. And
Gop faid, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the
meving creature that hath life, and fowl that may
lv above the carth in the gpen firmament of heaven.
21, And Gop created great whales, aud crery liv-
ing creature that movcth, which the wcaters brough
forth abundantly after their kind, and cvery winged
fow! after bis kind, S,

AFfTER delcribing the formation of the inani.
mate world, Mofes proceeds to the animate, and
begins with fifh and fowl, the inferior Kinds of an-
imals, both of which were produced, this day, from

the waters. 'The great congruity between thefe
animals fhews, that they had the fame original.
They are both oviparous, which makes them more
fruitful than beafts, and there s a refemblance be-
tween their method of fwimming and flyingt.
The word omn, tranflated oreat whales 1 the 21ft
verle, mieans feveral kinds of great fifh, It is ren-

dered erocodiles in feveral places in feripture.f

THE WORK OF THE LAST Dav. V. 24
And Gon faid, Let the carth bring forth the living

* Dr. Nicholls’ conference with a Theifl, Vol. I.

T In Gen. it 9,1t 1s fa'd, that Gon formed t*e fowls of the air
cut. of the grround.  The Jews reconcile this, with what is faid above,
by fuppofing, thet fifh ant fowl were formed out of foft mud, in
which there is a mixture of both clements. Calmet fays, the paffage
in the 29th verfe of this chap, may be rendered, and le? ihe fonol fiy,
&C- UH-;T'. }Ir{f;.

1 Patrick on Gen. i, 21.
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creature after.bis kind, cattle, and creeping thing,
and beaft of the carth, after bis kind : and it wwas
fo,%c. 26, And Gop faid, Let us make man in
our image, aftcr our likenefs ; and let them have do-
minion ever the fifh of the fea, .

Moskes diftributes the ammals, which were the
firlt part of this day’s work, into three kinds.—
1. Beafts, by which he intended all wild beafts—
2. Cattle, or tame and domeflic animals ; and,
laftly, creeping things, which include all reptiles,

infeéls, &c.

Tue laft, and nobleflt work, was the crea- .
tion of man. This was attended with a peculiar
degree of folemnity. There appears to have been
a previous confultation, as it were, of the holy
Trinity,* concerning the creation of a being, who'
was to bear the image of Gob, and to be capable
of immortality. On the fame day, woman was
formed out of the fide of the man, who had been
caft into a deep fleep for that purpofe. This origi-
nal was probably chofen, ¢ to denote the obliga-

* The expreflion, Let us make man, &c. has generally been
confidered amozg chriftians, as a plain intimation of a plurality of
perfonsin the Godhead. A different conftruttion, however, has
not unfrequently been putuponit. The Jews are of opinion, that
Gop addieffed himfelf, at that time, to angels. But if they were
then created, it is not likely thatthey would have been employed
in the making of man 3 ¢ who was not made in therr image, but 1n
“ the image of Gon.” Others fuppolc, that it was a majeftic form
of {peech, it being very common for kings and princes to fpeak in
the plural number, But this cuftom was much later than the days
of Mofes. Indced, it wasnot known till about four or five centu-
rics hefore our wra,  Patrick’s Com,  Stackbonfe’s Hifl,
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““ tions to the ftrictelt friendfhip and fociety, to be-
« get the ftrongeft love and fympathy” between
them, ¢ as parts of the fame whole ; and to re-
¢ commend marriage to all mankind, ss founded in

“ nature, and as the rcunion of man and woman,”’t

SoMmE philofophers pretend, that the fecundi-
ty of the primitive earth, and the influcice of the
fun, will {fufliciently account for the prodution of
plants and animals, without recurring to a divine
power. But cobfervation has fully proved, that
there can be no fuch thing as ¢ cquivocal genera-

N —

T Some writers aflirm, that the variety of complexion and figure,
in the human fpecies, is a ftrong proot that mankind did not de-
fcend hom one pair. But 1t is ecncrally agreed by philofophers,
that this vaiety is owing to climate, and the ftate of fociety.  Tlofe,
avlo qre wsl falisfed that tefeare the true canfsywre referred 1 Dr,
Se 8 Smiitls learned diflertation upsn this fubjed?.  Itis farther ar-
gucd, from the circumflance of Cam’s gomng to the land of Nod—
hus butlding a city there, &c. that there mufl have been great num-
bers of people, at that tinre, who could not have fprung from Adam,
But Adam might have had many children befide thefe mentioned in
fctiptute. Mofes did not wtend 1o give an account of all hus de-
fcendents, but of thofe. only, whoe were moft remarkable, and whofe
lftory was ncceflary 1 be known, in order that the genealogy
mightbe preferved.  According to the general computation, Abel
was flain 1 the r29th year of Adam’slife : For it 1s exprefsly faid,
that Scth was born 1n the 13cth year ; and as he was appointed in-
Meadof Abel, and was, thercfore, to bz a comfort 10 his difconfolate
parents, 1t 1shkely that he was born the year after hisdeath, So
that Cain muft have Jeft his own country, in the 129th year of the
worid, at which time, there mizht have beew. at leait, one hundred
thoufind fouls upon the face of the carth,  Stackboufe.  IF we fup-
pole, that Adam and Eve had no cther fons than Cain and Abel, in
the year 128, yet they had daugh:ars, 1o whom thefe two were, un-
qucftionably, both married,  See Gen. v, 4. I we fuppole, that
they were maimed in the 21t year of the world, thev night eafily
have had 8 children in the 28th vear.  In the s6th vear, there
might have procecded from them in a dire& line, 64 purfons—in the
S4th, sr2—in the 112th, 4096, and n the ra24th, 16,;84. Ifto
thefe be added the other chiﬁiren defcended fiom Cain and Abel,
their chiidien, and grand-children, v thall bave, inthe 124th year,
atleaft ;00,000 men, without including women and children.
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tion of cven the meanclt anmmal or plant.”} It
muft, therefore, be allowed, that both vegetables
and animals were created by a fupernatural power,
who ufed the carth and water only as the matter

from which he formed therr parts,

It is faid 1o be a derogation from the power and
dignity of Gob, to imagime that he fhounld be {o long
in the work of creation.  Such a being, 1t 13 alfirm-
cd, would fpeak the untverle mto cxtiltence at once.
Butit is very rational to fuppole, that he employed
o long a period, becaule he confidered 1t as beft for
the inftruction, both of angels andmen.™  Angels,
who were, unqueftionably, created before this
time, might have been prefented with amore com-
plete view of the perfeCtions and attributes of Gop,
by beholding the work of creation, than they oth-
erwile could have had; and the detail given by
Mofes of this work, while it furnifhes us with a full
and comprehenfive difplay of his glory, fills us with
wonder and admiration. By the employment of
fix days in creating the world, 1t feems to be im-
plied, that the Almighty neceflitated himfelf to con-
tinue this work fo long, in order that he might ex-
hibit himfclf a ¢ divine example of weekly labor
and fabbatical reft,” and, in this manner, more ef-
teCtuslly convince mankind of their obligation to

oblerve the {zhbath.

- el

{ See, on this fubject, Dr. Clarke’s Dem. of Being and Attri-
butesof Gob. Vol 1.prop. g,
¢ Suackhoufe L. 1. ¢c. 1.
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IT 15 not improbable, that a revelation might
have been made to Adam of the manner, in which
the world was formed, which, without doubt,
would be tranfmitted to his pofterity. If
Mofes, then, had not given-a jult account,
the Ifraclites, inftead of receiving it as true,
would have immediately deteCted 1ts falfity,
and pronounced the author an impoftor. The
length of men’s lives previoufly to Mofes, rendered
tradition the certain vehicle of information. Ac-
counts, as far back as the origin of man, might

have been conveyed by feven perfons from Adam
to Mofes. Methufclah converfed with Adam and

Noah, Shem with Noah and Abraham, Ifaac with
Abraham and Jofeph, and Amram with Jofeph and
Mofes.* So that many living, in the time of Mo-
{es, might have judged of the fidelity of his hif-
fory.

Tue credibility of the Mofaic cofmogony is,
farther, very amply eltablilhed by collateral evi-

dence. We are furnifhed with the following hea-
then fragments, among many others, in which are
exhibited feveral of the fentiments of Mofes, on
this {ubject. |

* The account of the longevity of the fitft people in the world
15 confirmed by Hefiod, Hecateus, Hellanicus, Acihlaus, Ephorus,
Nicholas, Manetho, the author of the Egvptian hiftory, Berolus,
Mochus, and Heftzus, who wrote, thatanciently men lived a thou-
fand vears.  Fofep. Ant. Lih. 1.cap. 4,
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Tue Ecvyeprians, as Diodorus Siculus* in-
forms us, affirmed, that the heavens ard earth
were, at firft, in one lump, mixed and blended
together in the fame mafs.

In the beginning, fays OrpHEUS,T the heaven
was made by Gop, and in the heaven there was a

chaos or dark night, which covered all things un-
der heaven., This pofition agrees with that of Mo.

les 5 In the beginning Gop created the heaven and the
carth, and the carth was without form and wid, or a

chaos, and darknefs was upon the face of the decp.}
He turther declared, that there was a certain incom-
prebenfible and invifible being, the higheft and moft
ancient of all things, and the maker of the univerfe
—that the earth was invifible, in confequence of the
darknels upon it, but that the light broke forth

through the heaven, and illuminated the whole
creation. This light, he afhrms, was the ucompre-

henfible being himfelf, whole name, as revealed by
an oracle, was counfel, light, and the giver of life,
which three names manifeft the one and the fame
power of this invifible Gop. He, likewife, declar-
ed, that man was formed out of the earth, by the
fame Deity, and received from hima rational foul,
as Mofes has related. He alfo wrote, in another
place, according to Timotheus, that all things were

* Lib. 1.
. T Orpheus livedin Thrace. He was a celebrated poet, and the
mventor of mufic in Greece.  He flouriflied about 1100 years B. C.

I Shuckford’s Connexion of Sacred and Profane Hiftory, Vo). 1.
P« 42, Pref. Lond. 1743,
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made by one Godhead of three names, and that this
Gon is all things. He alirmed, that what he de-
livered on this fubje€l, he received from Pheebus or

Titan, and that 1t was not his own inventioin. ||

SANCHONLATHON, as appears from Eufebius,
affirmed, that there was, at firft, a dark and confu-
fed chaos, from which all things were made.  This
chaos, he faid, was put into a ferment, by a dark
and windy air, which he called avepos A=z, or
Kol-Pi-Yah, that is, the wind or breath of the voice
of the mouth of the Lorp. In this, fays, Shuck-
ford, ¢ he very emphatically exprefles Gop’s mak-
¢ ing all things with a word ; and intimates, alio,
¢ what the Chaldee paraphralt infinuates from the
“ words of Mofes, that the chaos was put into its
“ firft agitation by a ftrong wind.” He begins
mankind from two mortals, Pretogonus and Aon.*

ANAXAGORAS, as Lacrtius informs us, began
one of his books thus; All things exifted from
eternity, in the primitive mals : an intelligent agent
mmparted aftivity to this mals, and brought 1t into
order.t In another place he fays, “ The beginning
‘“ of all things 1s 0 vouz, the Mind, who is the caufe

“ and Lord of the whele world, who gave order

|| Umverfal Hiftory, p. 13, Colm,

* Bedlord’s Scriptwe Chronology.  Shuckford’s Connexion.
Ally which Sanchoniathon gives us concernmg the Colmogony, was
tahen from the genuine works ot Thoth,  Fa-burfon’s Dicl Leg,
Lib. I1L Scc. 4. Sanchonjathon wrore about 1ceo vears B, C.

T+ Anacharhs Thavels, Lib. ;o0 Amaxagoras flourifhi=d about
30 years B, C.
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« to things in diforder, motion fo things immove-
< able, diftinétion to things confufed, and beauty

“ to things deformed.”’*

Avy things, fays ARISTOTLE, were in one
mals, for a great length of ume, but an intelligent
agent put them in motion and thus feparated them

from one another.t

Maximus Tyrius aflerts, that all nations had
a conftant tradition, that there was one fupreme
Gob, the caufe of all things.

Linus mentions, that, at firft, all things were
confufed.||

Ericuarmus§ and feveral of the PraTon-

15Ts affirm, that all things were made by the Aoyog,
or word of Gop. 'The following paflage of Amar.

ric is particularly obfervable; ¢ All things, which

ever exifted, were made by the reafon or word, ac-
cording to the opinion of Heraclitus: That fame

word or reafon the Bardarian intends, which, in the
beginning, fet all things in order, and was with

Gop before that order, by which every thing was
perf eCted, and 1n which was every creature—the
fountain of life and being.”” The Barbarian,of whom

* Patriek’s Commentary on Gen. 1. 3.
1 Shuckford’s Con. p. 43, pref.  Anftotle wrote about 340 years

B. C.
I Grotius de Ver, Rel. Chrift. in notis ad T.ab. 1. Sec. 16,

] Ibidem. Ianus flourifhed about 1coo years B, C.
¢ Wrote about 480 years B, C,

D
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Amalric here fpeaks, 1s St. John the evangelit,
who lived net long before him.*

/.ENo, in his book concerning being, calls the
firft caufe of all things asyes, the word. In this
he was followed by Cleanthes, Chryfippus, Arche-

demus, and Paflidonius.}

S.axcHoN1aTHON and ArorLLoN1us fuppoled,

that all things were made from a chaos, which
was a fluid fubftance. This, by fettling, became
mud, which, in time, ¢ dried and condenfed 1into
folid earth.” It is obfervable that Mofes calls the
chaos water in this fenfe—and the Spirit of Gobp

maved wpon the face of the DV waters.|

TuaLes declared, that the Mind of Gop pro-
duced all things from water, not pure elementary,

but muddy water.§

Z7No afhrimed, that the chaos in Hesiop,
from which all things were made, was water, 'This

= (Grotius,

+ ihid, “cnc flourithed about 650 years B. C. Cleanthes,
Chevi pis, %o, Lotwoen 2o and 300,

T Owvedor e indt book of his Metamorphofis, gaves the follow-
g juit desermviton of the primitive cliaos

Anwe mare, et terras, ct quod teat omnii, calum,
U~ erd toio natitrx vultus in o1he

(3 daere chan o Rudis, indigeftaque moles

Nee efequam, nii pordus, ers congeftague codem
Non nace juncturam difcordia {femina rerum,

| Shurltord’s Con, p. 45, pref.

¢ Pun s Com. on Gen.i. 2. Thales flourifhed about 6o
yea- B, C.

M.#. whence the Greeks derive their workfos, fignifies, 1n Hebrew,
fel =2 0 Greek, anfos—an abyls already in motion. For aby/ffe,
in Exxivs, s nothing but mud :

“ From muddy Tattarus a bright gigavtic fprung)’

!
i
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fubfiding became mud, and the mud congealing
became folid earth.*

PrutarcH, in his explanation of Prarto,
fays, that Gop is the father of the world, not by
an emiffion of feed, but by a certain generative in-

fluence inftilled into matter, which he elucidates by

this fimihtude :

¢ The female bird 1s oft impreanated
‘“ By the quick motion of the wind.”’}

Aratus and Caturrus fappoled, that Gon
refided above the ftarry orb, where, fays Homer,
there is a continual light, AraTus held, that the
ftars were made by Gonb.

Hesiop fays, that darknefs was before light.

True CHavLpeaNs, PErsians, Hinbus, and
Cuingst have imbibed the notion, that all things
originated from an egg. This opinion was com-

mon among the ancient Ecvpriansf| and Gre-
ciaNs. 1t was firflt introduced among the latter

by Orpheus, who, it is likely, brought it from Egypt.
Bifhop Patrick and others fuppofe, that it arofe

¥ Grotius. Lib. 1. § 16. Hefiod was a Greek poet, cotem-

porary with Homer—flourifhed about goo years B, C.

+ Ibidem.

T Ibidem. Aratus was the founder of the Achaian republic. He
hved about 220 years B, C.—Catullus, about 8o.

| The Egyptians defcribed their God Kzeph with an egg pro-
ceeding out of his mouth. This “ wasa lively reprefentation of

“ this world, {(denoted by the egg) produced by Gon’s omnipotent
‘“ word.” Patrick on Gen. 1. 3.
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from the expreflion of Mofes, and the Spirit of Gop

moved, literally nreoonEp, upon the face of the watcrs.|

STRABOY allirmed, that the eatth was origin-
aliy covered with water, and, in order to fit it for
the habitation of man, that Gop raifed it and made
many ¢ cavities an d receptacles™ 1a 1t for the water.

See Gen. 1. q.

VirciL®, {peaking of the orisin of the world,
fays, Then the foil began to harden, and fhut up
the waters within the fea, and things to aflume their
proper forms. 'The earth was then {truck with the
fhining of the new fun, and the defcending of the
fhowers from the clouds.

TurorurAsTUS oblerved, according to Por-
phyry, that the earth brought forth trees and herbs

beforc bealts.*

Eurriripes fays, the heaven and earth were,
at firft, of one form, but when their different parts
were feparated, there {prang up beafts, fowls and
fifh ; nay, even men themfelves.t

Prato, in his treatife de Republicat, {peaks ot
a Hebrew fable, which defcribes the fratermity of

men, and their derivation from the ground. He

| Stackhoule, p. 30, pref. _ | _

¢ Geography, Lib, xvii, Strabo lived about the time of our Saviour.
9 Eclog. vi. v. 36—40. Virgil wrote about 40 years B. C.

“ Patrick on Gen. 1. 13, Theophraftus wrote 250 years B, C.

T Grotuus, ub fupra.

t Libonw p. 414, He flourithed about 400 years B. C.
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fays, that their knowledge of the Deity was coms
municated to them from the Gods by one Promo.

theus.

Dioporus Sicutus§ and ParmenipEs fay,
that man was made out of the mud or flime of the
river Nife, which comports with the account of Mo-

les, that the Lorp Gon jformed man of the duft of
the ground.

CarrmmacHus|| calls man Premotheus’ clay.
Mention is made of this clay in JuvenaL and
MarTiaL 5 and of the theft of Promotheus, in

many of the other poets.$

HowmEeR fays,
You all to earth and water muft returnts
which implies, that man came originally from

thofe elements.

Hesiop, fpeaking of the formation of man,
mentions, that Mulciber ordered earth and water
to be mixed without delay, and 2 human voice to
be infufed.}

LURIPIDES, in his Supplicants, fays,

§ Lib.1. Diod. Sic. wrote about 50 years B. C.~Parmenides a-

bﬂut45a.

| He wrote about 540 years B. C. )
% Premotheus is fabled to have ftolen fire from heaven, with

which he animated aman of clay of his own forming. - For this
theft, he was chained to a rock in Mount Caucafus, and had a bird
mceffantly cating his liver, which grew as faft as it was confumed.
T liad. Lib, vii.
I Grotius, ubi fupra.
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————

*¢ Permut the dead to be entombed 1n carth,
** Trom whence we all into this body came,
‘ And when we die, the {pirit goes to air,

“ Vo carth the body ; for we cannot peflefs

“ Life, only fora time ; the earth demands

¢« Tt back again.”

LE N

All which agrees with Gen. 1i. 19, Eccl. xi1. 7.§

CexsoriNus obferves, that ¢ DemocriTus,
‘¢ the Abderite, was of opinion, that men were firft

“ formed of clay and water, and Ericurus was of
“ the fame mind.”|

Lurysus, the Pythagorean aferted, that man’s
body refembles that of other creatures, becaufe it

15 compofed of the fame materials, but that it is made
by the beft workman, who formed it according to
the pattern of himfelf.qf

Priny mentions, that HipparcHUs acknowls
cdged the relation between man and the ftars, and
confidered our fouls as parts of heaven.*

NuneNtus held, that the fpirits of all the liv-
ing were produced by the Spirit of Gon.}

In Linus, Hesiop, and many other Greek
wiiters, mention is made of the forming of animals

v Ibidemn. Eumpides was a cclebrated Greek tragi: poet. He
founihed about 450 years B, C.

! id,

* Ihidem.

* Itid.  Hipparshus flourifhed 129 years B, C,

4 DPartrick on Gen.i. 2. Nurwenius wasa Greek philofopher, and
fiourithed 1 the ad century.,
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—of man’s formation after the divine image, and
his dominion over other creatures.}

VirciL affirms, that the divine Spirit pervades

the whole earth, fea and heaven—that men and
beafts, birds and fith all derive from it their vital
principles, which have the altive force of fire.§
This opinion was, probably, borrowed from the
Greeks, for PLutarcr informs us, that all the
Greek philofophers, except thofe who held the doc-

trine of a vacuum and afoms, {uppofed the univerfe
to be animated, and governed by providence.

CicEro, 1n his book de Nat. Deor. mentions,
that when Gop left all other creatures to feed on
the ground, he made man upright, to excite him to

view the heavens to which he was related, they be-
ing his former habitation.

Ericaarmus fays, that man’s reafon is de-

rived from that of Gobp.§

HorAcE calls the foul

A particle of divine breath.*

i. Grotius,

§ ———————— Decum namque ire per omnes
Terralgue traGtulque maris, celumque profundum,
Hinc pecudes, &c. Georg, Lib. 4., 221.
cxlum, ac terras, campofque liquentes,
Lucentemque globum Lunz, Titantaque aftra,
Spritus intus alit: totamque infufa per artus

Mens, &c. _ Eneid, L. vi.v. 724
| %ystms. Cicero wrote about 6o years B. C.
*.: II..’:-I »

* e divinz particelam aurz,

Sat, ii. 19,
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JuvenaLt affirms, that we derive our reafon
from heaven, and that no other creatures are allow.
ed1t. For the author of nature gave s a foul, to
them the breath of life.

Ovip§ relates, that man was formed accord-
ing to the image of Gop, who gave him dominion

over other creatures.

MEGASTHENES, in his 15th book of STRABO,
informs us, thatin many things the IND1ANS agree
with the Greeks—as that the world had 2 begin-
ning, and will have an end—that it is of a {pheri-
cal figure—that Gop, the creator and governor of
it, penetrates all things, and that the world was
made of water.|

VirciLY and Ovip agree with Mofes in the
order of thecreation. Indeed, the firft book of O-
vip’s Metamorphofis is 2 good commentary upon
the two firft chapters of Genelis.

It appears from Fofepbus, Phile, and. Tibullus,
that the memory of the fix days work, and the moft

ancient names of the feven days, were preflerved a-
mong the GREEKS and [taLians; likewife among

the CeLTsE, INDIANS, and ScLAvVONIANS, accord-
ing to Philgfiratus, and Fuftin Martyr.”

Grotius, Juvenal flourtthed about A, D. 110,
Z‘EL Mectamorpl, Lab, 1.

i Grotius.

Y Eclog. vi.v. 30—30.

~ Grotjus,
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Hesion, HoMER, CALLIMACHUS, ARISTOBU-
Lus, THEOPHILUS-ANTIOCHENUS, DIOGENES, and

Lucian,obferved, that the {eventh day was {acred.*

PHiro remarked, that the {eventh day was fo
much obferved over the whole world, that it might
be very properly denominated eopry wavdvpos, the
univerfal feftival, Kept by all peopie.f

Dion Cassius obferves, that the cuftom of

computing time by weeks came originally from E-
gypt, and that it is very ancient. HEgropoTus

and Isiporus tell us the fame thing.}

Tue hiftory of Adam and Eve, the tree of

knowledge, and the tempting {erpent, was formerly
found among the Hinpus, and, if we may credit
late voyagers, 1s {till among thc BrRAHMANS, SiA-

MESE, and PErUVIANS.||

In fome few inftances, where heathen nations
have attempted to exhibit particular accounts of the
formation of the world, we obferve the moft {trik-
ing outlines of the Mofaic. The ancient Tuscans
and PErs1ans held, that the univerfe was made in
fix periods or times. The Tuscaws imagined,that
Gop employed 12,000 years in all his creations.
In the firlt thoufand, they fay, he made the heavens

* Ibid. Patrick’s Commentary.
1+ Patrick’s Com. on Gen. ii. 3.
1 Grotus, ubt {upra.

| Stackhoule, p. 30, pref.
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aud carth ; 1n the fecond, the firmament ; in the
third, the fea, and all the waters in the earth ; in
the fourth, the great lghts—the fun, moon, and
flars ; in the hfth, every volatile reptile, and four-
footed animal ; and in the fixth, man. It appears,
therefore, that they fuppofed the firflt fix thoufand
vears had elapled before the formation of man, and
that mankind are to continue the remamning fix
thoufand, at the conclufion of which period, the
world will be deftroyed.*

Tur Prrsians fuppoled, that the fix times
completed 365 days. In the firlt, were created the
heavens ; in the fecond, the waters; in the third,
the earth ; in the fourth, trees and plants ; in the
fifth, animals ; and in the fixth, man.{

THE GRECIANS, according to Diodorus, held,
that the heavens and earth were, at firft, in one
confufed and mixed heap—that, upon a leparation,
the lighteft and moft fiery parts flew upwards, and

became the lights of heaven~—that the earth was,
in time, drained of its water—that the moift clay of
the earth, being enlivened by the heat of the fun,

brought forth living creatures and men.}

SoMmt of the old Himdu Branmans, and
modern Bramins, had a tradition, according to

* Univer, Hift. s/ p. 64,
T ld. p. 66.
1 Shuckford’s Cen. p, 46, pref.
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Mr. Lord|},that the materials, from which the world
was made, being, at firft, confuledly mixed togeth.
er, were feparated, by the Almighty, in the follow-
ing manner. By blowing upon the waters, he firft
caufed them to rife into a bubble, in the form of
an egg, which, {fpreading itfelf, made the clear and
tranfparent firmament. He then made, of the re-
maining water, a ball, which he denominated the
lower world, and which he placed in the midft of
the firmament. The folid part of this became the

earth, and the more fluid, the fea, After this, he
made the {un and moon, and placed them in the

firmament. Having thus feparated the elements,

and afligned them to their proper places, he filled
the earth, air, and fea, with living creatures. He
then made out of the ground, man, and infufed

into him, life, and afterwards made him a compan.
ion, whom he called woman. The defcendants of
thele, being, for their wickednels, deftroyed by a
deluge, he afterwards created three perfons of
greater perfection.

SomEe among the CHINESE held, that all things
were produced by Gop from a chaos—that the
« heaven was firft perfeted, then the carth, after
¢ which genii or fpirits were produced, and then
“ man,” They affirmed, that their frft man “ was
« generated from the chaos, as from an egg; the
¢ fhell of which became the heaven, the white the

“ air, and the yolk the earth.”*

iyl iy

| On the Banianreligion,  * Univer. Ifift, p. 70, Cofm.
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I 1s worthy of remark, that, in thefe, and in
other inflances, which might be mentioncd, the
univerfe 1s faid to have been made by degrecs, and

the laft work 1s fmd to have been man.

IT may not be improper to conclude thele for-
cien teflimonies by remarking, that very particu-
far and {triking traditions lm'ﬁ., bf:crt found, amoeng
almoit all nations, refpecting the primifive flate of
inain asd Wis apoflucy, the diluge, the toiver of Dalel,

and the jubfcqucint confufion of torgues.|

li Ttisalmoft ncedlefsto obferve, that if the Mofaic hiftory of
any of thele events be etiablifhed, his accoent of the creation will be
oi courle.

The following are lome of the moft firikiro collateral evidences
of the prasMITIVE STATE of mavw, and his raLL.

The Ecverians inform us, that, at inft, men lived in great fim-
1’:.1{:11'.1,, their bodies being naked. Gmfuu, dever, rel Ghry Lo, 1.
b 18,

- PuaTo,in his Politicas, favs, that Gon fed the firft men, as man
tecds the fertor creatures ; and, hliewile, that they ived without
aarments, 1n the open air,  f2ide,

Dioporus Stcurus fays, hkewile, that they were naked, and
wanted fnes and dwellings.  Mdeae.

Dicrarctus mentions, that the ancients, who were peareft to
tiic Gads, were of fuch an excellent difpolition, and lived {uch ex-
c'm].m, lives, that they were called a golden vace.  fbiders, Dices
archus wasa peripatetic philofophery and wrote 310 years B. C.,

The Elyluan fields, the garden of Abdonis and the Hefperides,
the Ortyaia and Tﬂpmbunc of the ancient rorrTs and PHILOSO-
rHERS, arc evidently borrowed dketches of the terreftrial paradife
or Moles.

The ancients appcar to have had fom2 notzon of the Zree of life,
when Lhr.,yi';}cak of the naffar :md ambrofo, which preferved the
immortality of the Gods, and 225/, the great ranacas celebrated by
the poets.  Necrolis® Conforeince fwf!/ur Thift, Fel 1,

it appears from STrano, that the Indins held, © that the firft
““ men, through fu1l1tf€-lﬂd plenty, fell o w :Lhantﬂ, which con-

¢ dinon Ju;nt:.r mhmrmr‘r. altercd the fiate of things, and ordered
« them 4 lite of kabor.”  Grofius.

Brrosts, as he 1s quoted by Ab';{ir:nus and Alexander Polyf-
tor, mentions, thas man, in the molt ancient times, fell from a ftate
Of I: nocencc. Sfofephe dinteg. Berofus wrote about 23¢ vears B. C.

PrLata’s fable of Pmus getting drunk 1 Jupiter’s gardcn, was,
orobably, dettved from the ancient accounts of Adam’s fail 1nthe
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IT does not appear that the heathen ever difs
covered thele, and fimilar truths, by any method

carden of Bden.,  Inlis Peliticus, e givesa full accevns of Adam’s
ftate of innocence, 1 the fable of Saturn’s colden ape,  Inftead of
conftruing this, according to the Iiteral {fenfe of the peets, he cont-
platns ot the want of an interpreter 10 give 1Lits true meaning,
Shuckferd’s Gonnexion,

The old Grecians were accuftomed, e theirr myfteries, to carry
about a ierpent, at which time, they were mitructed to cry Lva.
In this, there appears to be an exultation of the dewvil gver the fall of
our {irft mother. Theie are frequent influnces, among 1dolatrous
nations, of hi= difplaying this trivmph, unaer the igure of a ferpea.
It is mentioned by auvthors, that there are {ome priefts in Asia, who,
at particular ttmes, carry about a jerpent, in a brazen vellel, and, as
they attend it with mufic and charmsin verfe, the ferpent raifes it-
{elf, and thrufts the head of a beauvtifel virein out of its mouth., A
fimilar practice has been diicovered 1n the West-Inpra iflands.
Nichelly Conforcice.

The Araps anciently heheved, that the devils were transformed
into ferpents.  Univ. Hiflorv Lik 1. '

Pucrecynrs called the beginner of evily Opleiznea, that is, a dee-
mon in the fhape of a furpent.  Patrick e Gen. 1l 24,

Were all the tradiions refpefung the peruce colle@ed, they
would fill a large volume, Perhapsa nation cannot be found, which
has not lome notion, that there was once an univerfal deluge. The
andient an. modern heathen vatons generally agree, that it was oc-
cafianed by the extreme wickednels of the giants upon the carth,
which, they fay, was fo great, that one family, only, was preferved
tnafhip. A few {ixupon the veryday, which Moles docs, for the
beginning of the deluge, and, hkewife, {peak of the dove fent from
the ark to explore the waters.  Almoft il agree, that the people,
after they left the ark, built an altar, and facnficed to the Gods.
See Gen. viit. 20.

The tefttmonics, refpeéting the Towcr or BaBEr, and the pis-
PERSION, are, likewife, very numerous. Indeed, all the moft an.
cient hiftorians,except Sanchonisthon, wrote, that mankind vied one
and the fame language, till the overthrow of a vaft tower, when a
great number of tongues was introduced by the Gods, and mankind
were difperfed over the face of the whele earth.  The following ac-
counts from Anypenvs, Evroremus, and the Sypirrive Ora-
CLES, are particulsily obfervable.

ABYDENUS, a3 he is quoted by Lufehius, velates, that the firlt
men, boafting of the bulk and firength of their bodies, bulta tower,
where Babylon ftands, which was {o prodigioufly high, that it ap-
peared to reach the fkies, but the Gods overthrew it upon ther
heads. Stackboufe’'s Hifl. of Bib. Vel. 1. p. 203. Abydeaus flourifh-
ed about 300 yeurs B. C,

EuroLemus, as he is cited by Alexander-Polylifier, wrote,
s That the city of Babylon was firft built by giants, who efcaped
“ from the floo:l-—that thefe giants built the moft famous tower” re-

corded ¢ in hiftary, and thatthis tower was dathed in pieces, by
¢ the almighty power of Gob, and the giants difperfed over the
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of reafoning. On the contrary, they univerfally
acknowledge, that they received them from their
anceftors, who were wifer than themfelves. Al-
moft all the Eaftern nations affirm, that they deri-
ved their knowledgeoftheoriginof the univerfe,and
of thehiftory of the firft ages, from certain records
or inflitutes, written by fome illuftrious perfon a.
mong their anceftors, or delivered to him by the
Gods. Sanchontathon, Berofus, Ctefias, and Mane-
tho, fomeof themolt ancient profanehiltorians, affert
the fame thing.  Orpheus, Rhadamanthus, Minos,
Lycaon, and Triptolemus, the firft Grecian legifla-
tors, confefs, that their wildom and learning were
brought from Egypt. All the Grecian hiftorians
agree, that the knowledge of the Greeks came,

originally, from Egypt or Afia. Plato, Pythagoras,
and Thales, the originals of Greek philofophy, ob-

“ whole carth.” Stackboufe. Eupolemus wrote about two
ceatunes B, C.

It is recorded in the SysiLLiNe OracLes, ¢ That, at a certain
¢ time, when the whele world {pake the fame language, the people
“ of thofe days gathered together, and raifed a tower, which they
* carried up” to fuch an ¢ extravagant height, that it loeked as
“¢ if they had propofed the fcaling of heaven %rom the top of it ; but
*¢ the Gods let the winds loofe upon 1t, which, with a violent blaft,
¢ beatit to the ground. The builders” were ¢ f{track with an ut-
s ter forgetfulnefs of their native tongue, and 2 new unknown lan-
“ guage” was * {ubftituted inftead of 1t, whergin not one man of
“ them underftood his fellow.”  Fofeph. Antig. Lib. 1.c. §.

It will be needlefs to adduce any more particular teftimonies, but
it may generally be remarked, 1hat the building of the tswer of” Ba-
bely and the giants attemptiag to fcale hesven, are the common tale of
cvery poet.

It is worthy of obfcrvation, that traditions are found among all
nations, refpeéting the moft important cvents prior to the dilperfion,
and that no {ubfequent event recorded in {cripture, 1s fupported by
{fuch an univerfal tradition. ‘This 15, unqueftionably owing to the
leparation of mankind fiom one another, and their fpeaking differ-
ent languages,
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ferve, that they travelled into other countries, and

.obtained their knowledge of phyfiology from the
records of barbarians. They all acknowledge, that
thefe nations did not pretend to the invention of
what they received from them, but that they had
it from their forefathers. They direfted them to
fearch their records, for there, alone, could their
inquiries be anfwered. Plato, In particular, ac-
knowledged this very freely. Heafhrmed, that the
Grecians derived all their moft valuable Iearning
from the traditions of barbarians, and often fpeaks
of Pheenician and Syrian, that 1s, Hebrew fables, as
the ground work of many of their notions. Arif.

totle was the firft, who rendered philofophy difputa.
tive2. Heand his followers endeavoured to form

fyftems of their own, which, as we have obferved,
being filled with inconfiftencies and allegories, were

both trifling and inconclufive.*

Ir then, the heathen, as they confefs, obtained
thefe truths from tradition, or certain writings,
which came from fome celebrated perfonages a-

mong their anceftors, the queftion very naturally
atifes, whence /ey received them ? and the moft

rational anfwer is, from Mofes or Adam, to whom
they muft have been revealed by Gop,  They, cer-

tainly, were as unable to difcover them by the pow-
ers of realon, as all fucceeding philofophers. In.

*’;_ Warburton’s Div. Leg. Lib. i Scc, 2. Shucklord’s Con,
pref,



40

decd, fo far from having learning fufficient ‘to in-
veat, or difcover, we find they could not tell the

true meaning of many of them.

ScvERAL naturalifts, among whom are Bur-
roN, DE Luc, and HurTton, have attempted to
prove, from the great number of {kells in the earth
—the arrangement of its interior {trata, and
the appearance of its furface, that 1t occupied a
longer timein its formation, and 1s much more an-

cient than is reprefented, either in facred or pro-
fane hiftory.

Dr. Hutrton* {uppofes, that the earth
was made entirely from the exuvix of fea animals,

particularly cockile-fhells and oyflers, and, therefore,
muft have been a vaft period of time in forming.
This, he argues, from the innumerable quantities
of them—their profound depths under ground, and
the oleaginous and bituminous particles with which
they are accompanicd, and which, he thinks, werc
formed from vegetative bodies. Ie appears to
have adopted the opinion, that the world 1s eternal,
for he fays, he obferves not the ¢ fmalleft veftige
of a beginning, nor any profpect of an end.” But
it is ealy to prove from his mecthod of reafoning,
that the world had a beginning. He allows, that
every thing in nature is fucceffive, and, certainly,
where every thing is fuccefiive, there muft, of

= Encyclopedia, article Earth.
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courfle, have been once a beginning, and an original
caufe. He holds,that the prefent furface of the earth
was, for many thoufand years, the bottom of the
fea. But,if this was the cafe, it is very aftonifh-
ing, that there are no coral rocks among all the
marine monuments on land. They grow, in vaft
quantities, from the bottom of the fea, and, fome-
times, to fuch an height, as to form iflands, in-
ftances of which are found in the Paafic ocean,
i, therefore, the prefent dry land was once the bot-
tom of the fea, the deficiency ot thefe rocks upon
it, is a proof, that it could not havebeen fo a long
fime,

Wz may, poflibly, not be able to account for
all the fhells, which areto be found in the earth
but they may, generally, be afcribed to the deluge.
This muft have brought great numbers of fifh upon
the land, for they would very naturally have de-
ferted the ocean, and fixed upon new beds ; and there

was {ufficient time, during the continuance of the
flood, for a vaft many to grow. A fmall propor-

tion, only, of the whole of thefe, particularly the

fhell-fith, would have been able to follow the wa-
ters in their retreat. Itis impoflible to determine,
what would be the effett of the preffure of a body
of water, five or fix miles deep, which muft have
been the depth of it, at that time, if it covered all

¥
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the mountains upon the globe. It, certainly,
would have made the earth excecedingly foft, and,.
of courfe, have prefled theie fhell-fifh to great
depths in it. They might, indeed, have been
forced inte clefts of rocks, and conlolidated by pet-
refaltion, for there are inftances, where, not only

marine, but terreftrial animals, have been dilcovered
incruftated in {krata of ftone, In whateverfituations,

therefore, foflils are found, we have no reafon to
think they could not have been caufed by the del-
uge, as we cannot fully afcertain the effect of fuch

a body of water, for fo long a time, upon the earth.*

Burrox has not been much lefs ridiculous,
in his mode of reafoning upon this fubject, than
ITutton. He fuppofes with him, that the furface
of the earth was the bottom of the fea {for a great
length of time.  He thinks, farther, that the moun-
tains were made by the fediments of the tides, and
that they muft have been forming therefore a very
lone period of time. It 15, indeed, probable, that
thele fediments might be verv much accumulated,
but 1t 1s impoflible to conceive how they fhould
reach higher than the furface of the water, much

more, how they fhould be thrown up five or fix
milcs. Hlands, he fays, are mountains in the feas,

exadlly like thofe upon the land. I, therefore,

= In thetime of the fload, mankind would naturally fly to places,
in which they might think themfelves faf, and there penifh togcth-
er. “I'his may account for the vaft heaps of hones found in the rock
of Gibraltar, Dalmatta, and other places.  Eucyclopedia art. Lartt,
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the prefent furface of the earth was the bottom of
the ocean, for a great length of time, 1t is very un-
accountable, that we find no mountains, the tops
of which refemble the iflands of Madagalcar, Bor-

neo, or Great-Britain.*

IT is, indeed, impofiible to account for the
formation of the earth, from natural caufes. The
expreflion of Mofes, In the beginning Gob created
the heaven and carth, exhibits a muore rational idea
on this fubje, than all the opinions of thefe phi.
lofophers. The chaos of Burnet and Woodward,
the hollow globe of Hutchinfon, the comet of
Whifton, the fediments of Bufton, and the exuvia
of Hutton, cannot, of themfelves, form a world.
Without having recourfe to a divine power, we
muft, neceffarily, be involved, like feveral of thefe
philofophers, in the greateft difficulties and abfurdi-

ties.

TuEe beds of lava in the neighbourhood of
volcanoes, have, likewife, been appealed to for a
proof of the great antiquity of the world, Some of
thefe beds, fays Brydone, in the vicinity of Mount
AKtna, are covered with confiderable thicknefs of
earth ; and he mentions one, which iffued from

the mountain, in the time of the {econd Punick
wart, (about 2000 years ago) on which there 15 ve-

* The arguments of de Luc exhibit, if poflible, greater weak-
nels than thole of Button and Buffon. They are too contemptible

to menta ferious anfwer, -
+ Brydone’s Tour through Sicily and Malta, Vol. 1. p. 123,
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ry little foil and vegetation. A pit has been dug
through feven difierent {trata, between cach one of
which theie 1z a thick bed of earth.  From the cir-
cumilance, thata flratum of lava 2000 years old,
13 1ot yet covercd, Recupero has labored to prove,
that the lowe(t of thele {even ftrata mufl have been
emitted, at leaft 14,000 years ago.~ But this ar-
cument completely vanilhes, when we reflet, that
the bed of fava 2000 years old, is fo fituated, that
it conflantly recetves the wath of the fea, and 1s ex-
pofed to the violence of winds and rains. It would
be impoflible, therefore, for a thick bed of earthto
be formed upon it, in any period of time.f ‘The
local fituation of the feven ftrata is acknowledged
to be materally different.  Should this anfwer be
confidered asincomplete, it may be obferved, that

there is no fauslactory evidence, that the lava n
queftion, is the very fame, which was formed 2000

years ago. But allowing this, we have full proof,
that a ftratum of lava may be covered with a bed
of earth, in about 250 years. It 1s well known,
that Herculaneum was deltroyed in the year 79,
which was above 1700 years ago. And we are In-
tformed by Sir Willilam Hamilton, whole authority
is unqueftionable, that there are fix different firata,

over that, which covers the town, and caufed
its  dellruction, with weins of gosd foil  betaveen

L -

T Indem p. 141
1 There are a tew crevicesin ity where the foil is {o deep, that i

upports luge trees,
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them.]  Inflead, therelore, of its employing 14,000
years, to form {cven difterent ftrata, with as many
beds of earth, we {ind, that all this can be accom-
plifhed, in about 1700 yrars.

THE extended accounts of ancient nations
have, likewife, been alledged as am argument, that
the world is much more ancient than it is repre-
{ented to be in {cripture. DButa candid enquiry
into the origin of the ancient computations will con-
vince us, that they are the offspring of national
pride—that they are themfelves extremely contra-
dictory~—inconfiftent with juft philofophical rea-
foning, and the advancement of mankind in arts,
lciences, and refinement. The only profane ac-
counts of the moft ancient nations, which are ex-
tant, are taken, either from the writings of ATHo-
THES or THOTH*, SANCHONIATHON, MANETHO,
Brrosus, or CTEsias. From what remains of
thefe writings, it appears, that the records of moft
nations fall far fhort of the flood. It has, indeed,
been much queftioned whether the hiftories of

Theth and Sanchoniathon are not mere fables; and

T See Watfon's Letters to Gibbon,  8ir Wilhiam Hamilton was 2
Britith ambaflader at  Naples, and therefore, had a good opportu-
nity to afcertain the fadt.

* Theth is generally thought to have been the Pathrufim of

. Mofes, See Gen. x. 15. He was the {on of Mizraim,during whofe
tife, he was his fecretary and afiiftant in all his undertakings, Af-
ter his death, he became king of Thebes. He 1s {fuppofed to have
been the inventor of letters. The Egyptians {ay, that he wrote 43
books, in which was contained all their civil and religious {cience.
He died about 2600 years B, C. and was fucceeded by a perfon of

the fame name, who was, likewife,much celebrated.
Warburtor’s Divine Legation.
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fome have proceceded fo far as to affirm, that fucl
men never exifled. But if 75y never lived, or if
iheir woritings were merely fabulous, the antago-
mits of Porphyry, Apollinaris, Fufebius, and others,
would certainly have difcovered it, for as they agree
remarkably with Moles, thefe men would have been
deeply interefted i fuch a difclofure.  Their wri-
tings, it is true, have been much corrupted by later
hiftorians,and, therefore, it belongs to judicious wri-
tcrs, to feparate what is fictitious, from what ap-
pears to be well authenticated.  So far as this has
been effected, it is plain, thar the Egyptians and
Pheenicians offer nothing authentic, which is ante-
tertor to the Molaic account of the creation.t It is
true, indeed, that they have extended the antiquity
of the world to two or three hundred thoufand
years ; but, to ufe the expreflion of Mr. Gray,
< thefe accounts are now jultly confidered as the
“ fiCtions of national vanity, or the exaggerations
“ of erroneous computation.”

SancHoNiaTHON] begins hisPheenician hilto-
ry with the origin of the world. He fays, as has
been remarked, that the firlt pair were Protogonus

I Shuckford’s Con. Vol. 1. pref.

T Sanchoniathon wrote his luftory, according to Porphyry, Eufe-
bius, and others, about 1000 years B. €. Ha fays ke collected his
facts trom the writings ot Thoth, and fome commentaties, which
he received trom Jerombalus, a prieft of the God Jevo. Bochart,
Huctius, Patrick, and others, are confident, that this Jerombalus was
Gudcon or Jerubbaal, [fee Fuducs vi. 32} and the commentaries,
the bookis of Mofes, which contain the laws delivered by Jehovah s
“ tor the remains we have of his writings plainly tafte of the doc-
*¢ tnne of Mofes,”  His works were tranflated t}r' om the Pheenician
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and /Eon, who were, unqueftionably, Adam and

Eve. This not only appears from their being the
{irft of mankind, but, likewile, from their names,
wuroyovos, which fignifies the firft born or produced,
and a:wv, life : The latter bears a near refemblance
to Eve, both in found and fenfe. on, he fays,
was the firft who difcovered the fruit, that is gath-
ered from trees, which appears to be an allufion to
Eve’s eating the forbidden fruit, Their iffue, he
relates, were Genos and Genca.  Genos, if we omit
the termination, 1s much like Cain.]] He fays, that
fons of vaft bulk were begotten by fome of their
polterity,§ and that mankind made but a {mall pro-
grefs in the arts, until the 7th or 8th generation.qf
From Protogonus to Mifor, or Mizraim, he makes
eleven generations, and Moles twelve, fo that he
falls only one generation fhort of Mofes, which is,

probably, owing to his not giving an account of
the flood.* TI'rom Mifor to his own time, he agrees

with fcripture.}

into the Greek tongue, by Philo Byblius, who lived in the reign of
Vefrafian, Titus, &c. They arc quoted by Porphyry, Eufebius,
Theodoret and others, Patrick cn Judges vi. 32, ~ Univer. Hill.

Gratius, _
| The Greek word Ceiras, whence the Latin Gezs comcs, was,

probably, derived from the Hebrew word Kana ; the root from
which Cain was formed. Genea may fignify the wifc of Cain as
Gaia does of Caius in law,

§ Gen,vL 4. _

¢ Mofes places the chicf artifts of the pofterity of Cain in the 6th
and sth generations. See Gen. v, 19—25.

* As the objec of Sanchoniathon was to write 2 hiitory and de-
fence of idolatry, inftead of tracing mankind, like the facred hiftori-
a0, in the line of Seth, he confines himfelf to the idolatrous lme of
Cain. He has ftudioufly omitted anaccount of the deluge, for 1t was
the intereft of the heathen world to bury itin oblivion, |

4 Univ. Hift, Grotiusde Ver.Rel.
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ManeTHO*, in his Egyptian hiftory, pretends
to produce antiquities of Egypt, which reach higher
than the creation by many thoufand years. He

firft gives an account of their Gods, then of their
Demi-gods and Heroes, and, laftly, of their Kings,
in which order hiftorians have generally treated of
the Egyptian antiquities. It was univerfally believ.
ed among the Egyptians, that their Gods had all
reigned, and thele,itis well known, were the lumi-
naries of heaven, The complete revolution of a
ftar or God, it is likely they denominated its reign,
for, according to their computations, an entire rev-
olution of the heavens comprifed 36,525 years,
which is the time he afligns to the reign of their
Gods. This computation, therefore, is purely af-
tronomical.  After the accomplifhiment of this pe-
riod, there reigned eight Demi-gods, in the fpace ot
217 years, and fifteen Ieroes, whole reigns took
up 4473 years; to thefe fucceeded the Kings, the
firft of whom was Menes. If we fuppofle this
Menes to have been the Mizraim of Molfes, it will
follow, that the Demi-gods and Heroes were ante-
diluvians, whofe reigns included 66o years : And
1 we confider, that man was firft placed in Chaldea,

it will appear highly probable, that Tgypt was peo-

* Manctho was an Egyptian by birth, and, for fome time, high
itieft, and keeper of the facred records of that nation. e fiourith-
il e the ime of Ptolemy Philadelphus, by whofe order he wrote
the hiftory of Egvpt, about 250 vears B, C. - There are now but a
low fragments of 16, which remain in the wiitings of Africanys, Eufe-
buys, and Synpeclh:,
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pled about that length of time before the deluge.
But all which he offers of the times preceding
Menes, particularly of the Gods, he pretends to
have taken from fome pillars in the land of Seriad 3

and he 1s fo unfortunate as to inform us, that the
infcriptions upon thefe pillars were tranflated into

the Greek language, by the fecond Mercury, who
lived Jefore that language was formed. It may far.

ther be obferved, that no other Egyptian hiftorian
{peaks of thefe pillars, and Diodorus does not, in a

fingle inftance, quote him as a writer of any credit,
There 1s nothing i his dynafties befide names, ex.

cept, in a few inftances, a ftory of the Nile’s over-
flowing its banks with honey, of the moon’s grow.
mg larger, of a fpeaking lamb, and feven kings,
who reigned fucceffively as many days. He wrote

his hiftory a thort time after the making of the Sep- |
tuagint verfion. It is rational, therefore, to con.
clude, that, feeing the antiquities of the Hebrews,

he became jealous of the honor of lus own nation,
and hence was induced to extend their accounts, .

and to make it appear, that they were much more
ancient than thofe of Mofes.*

Berosus,t in his Chaldean hiftory, as itis

* Shuckford’s Con. Lib. 1. Stackhoule’s Hif. Apparatus.

+ Berofus was, by birth, a Chaldean, He informs us in his wri-
tings, that he was born during the minority of Alexander the Great,
He wrote his hiftory of Chaldca and Babylon, about 280 years
B.C. There are now but a few fragments of it, whicii we have in
the wntings of Abydenus, Alcxander Polyhiftor, and Jolcphus,

Univ. Hift, Vol. 1, Pref.
G
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eranfmitted to us by Abydenus and Alexander Po.
Iyhiftor, coincides remarkably *with Moles. The
{ubftance of his accounts 1s, that there were ten
kings in Chaldea betore the llood, which is the Mo-
{aic number of gencrations from Adam to Noah.
The laft of thele kings, Xifuthrus, being warned m
a dream of the deftruction of mankind by a deluge,
preferved himfelf, and his family, in a fhip.* In
the feveral defcendants of Noah, and their refpec-
tive ages, to Nabonaflar, king of the Chaldeans, he
agrees with the Hebrew fcriptures. He is quoted
by Pliny, Tacitus, Tertullian, Clement, Eufebius,
and others, which is a proof that he was a writer of

good authority.t

Ctestas,! the Perfian hiftorian, fays he ob-

* His account of this prefervation is too remarkable te be omitted.
Ie {ays, that Xifuthrus, being notified in a dream, by Chronus or
Saturn, of the deftruttion of mankind, at a certain time, by a flood,
was dirc@ed to build a thip, and go into it with his wife, children,
and deareft fricnds—that he was, likewife, admonifhed to make a
provifion of food,and take into his veflel fowls and fourfooted beafls,
and that he a&ed according to this direlion. When the flood was
come, and began to abate, be feat out fome birds, which, finding no
place to reft upon, returned to the thip.  After afew days, he let
out fome more, but they came back davbed withmud. Some
davs alter, he let them go a third time, but they came back to the
fhip no more.  Xiluthrus, under{tanding by this, thar the earth ap-
peared again above the waters, took down fome boards from the
fhip, and found that it relted upon a movntatn. A fhort time after,
he, his wife and pilot went out of the fiip, built an altar, offercd fac-
rifice to the Gods, and were never again {een by thefe in the fhip.
Dut alter they had fought for them i vain, and facrificed tothe
Gods, .} thofe, who weie left behind, went to Babylon, where they
ratfed temples, and buile cities,  Thisalludes to the fetthing in Shi-
nar, and the building of Babel, Erech, Nineveh, &c. See Gen.X.
Shucklord’s Con, I, 1.0, 16, Uriv, Hiff, V7. 1. p. 193,

1 Joleph. con. Apion, ‘

1 Ctefias was a native of Cmidos,  Ie was a phyhcian to Artaxer-
Xes Mnemon, and lived 1n his court 17 years, He flourifhed abous
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tained the materials for his hiftory from the royal

records of Perfia.* He relates that the fir2 Aflyr-
lan king began to reign about 1500 years before

“ Nabonaffar ; and it appears from {cripture, that
there was that number of years from Nimrod to
Ahaz, king of Judah, who was cotemporary with
Nabonaflar. This period 1s, likewile, confirmed by
the aftronomical obfervations found at Babylon,
by Callifthenes, the philofopher, who accompanied
Alexander the Great in his expeditions. Thefe ob-
[ervations extended backward 1903 years, and A-
lexander took Babylon about 420 years after Na-
bonaffar.t ‘They muft have been begun, there-
fore, not many years after the time fixed upon by
Mofes for the building of Babylon. Ctefias’ cata-
logue of Affyrian kings was confidered as accurate
by Diodorus Siculus, Cephaleon, Trogus Pompeius,

and others.

True Chronology of the HinDUs exceeds that
of all other nations for abfurdity. But, if it be ex-
amined with attention, it will be found, like the
Egyptian, to be merely aftronomical. Mr. Pater-
{fon has made it appear from a particular attention
to it, that the 4,320,000 years, of which the Hin-
dus fay their four ages confift, amount in fa&t, to

400 years B. C.  His hiftory of Perfia conflifted of 23 books, the
firt {ix of which contained the hiftory of the Aflyrians,and the re-
maining 17, the whole nftory of Perfia from Cyrus to the author’s
death, He, likewife, wrote a hiftory ef the Indies. Univ, Hif},pref.
* That there were fuch records, fee Lizra jv. 15, Eflher vi. 1.
+ Bedford’s Scripture Chonology.  Shuckford’s Con.
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precifely 25,920 of our years, which is the time
the fixed ftars take up In their revolution.*  Ac-
cording to the calculations of the Hindus, we are
now in the firll dayy, of the firlt month, of the fifty-
firft vear of Brahma’s aze.  They fav,that the firlt
Menu} of this day was {vrnamed tlc Son of the Self-
exi/ient : ““1n his ime the Deity defcended at a
“ Sacrifice ; and, by his wife Satarupa, he had two
¢ diftingurthed fons, and three daughters,  Thus
“ pair was created for the multiplication of the hu-
‘“ man Ipecies, after that new creation of the world,
“ which the Brahmans cali the Lotos creation.”
In the reign of the feventh Menu, furnamed the
child of the fun, the Hindus believe, that the world
was deftroyed by a flood,|| and that none but him-
{elf, and the feven Riflw’s, his intimate companions,
and their feveral wives, together with pairs of ani-
mals, were preferved in an ark.§ They fay, that
the feven Rifhi’s were not fathers of huinan families,

and that all mankind, therefore, defcended from
this Mean.§

A—lielnii

¥ By comparing the two periods 4,327,200 and 23,915, we find,
that among their common divifors, are 6, 9, 12, &c. 18, 36, 72,
T34, &c. winch, ¢ vwith their feveral multples, cipecially 1 a decu-
““ ple proprethon, conftiny * fome of th molt cclebrated periods of
“ the Chaldeans, Greeks, Tartars, and ¢ en ofthe Indmans.” ‘Thole,
who with for a complete view of the Chronolagy f the Hindus, are
referred to the ninth Diflortation i Sir Willlam Jenes” Alatick Re-
[eaiches,

T & day of Brahmo is a thoufund great ages 1 length, cach one
of which conlifls of twelve thoulind diviee vesrs.

T In every day of Brahma, they hold thet fomtesn Menus are fuc-
cellively invefted by him, with the iuw.n,l‘g,uly vi the carth,

| This geneial duihuﬂmn is the fubjedt of a lacred poem among
them, confifting of 14,0c0 ftanzas.

55 Jones” Afn, p. ﬂg?—-—ﬂl, o

¢ 1bid. p. 2230 SirWilkiam Jones obtained much of his informa-

e

'
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IT cannot be queltioned, but that the creation
in the time of the firlt Menu, called, by the Brah-
mans, Lofos creation, 1s the fame with that recorded
n the book of Genefis—that the Sﬂﬁ"f"{ﬁf&’, at which
they believe Gob delcended, alludes to that of A-
bel, and that the flory of the feventh Menu 1s the
fame with that of Noal

I 15 highly probable from the agreement be-
tween the accounts, which ancient authors give of
the Indian Baccrus—the Hindu traditions con-
cerning their firft Buppua, and the Chinefe tradi-
tions refpelting their I'ors, that they all relate to
the fame perfon, and that this perfon was the {ev-
enth Menu, or Noah. If this be eflablifhed, 1t will
prove, that the Hindus and Chinefe had the fame
original,* and that they were the immediate defcen-

dants of Noah.t
Baccuus was the founder of the LEaltern nations,

All profane authors agree,that

and many of them, that he lived in the firft ages of
the world. He came, they fay, into India, belore
there were any cities built there, or armies fufhi-

tion relative to the Ilindus, from a Shanferite treatife Osr Crvil nf:d
Religions Duties, which, they iiifr, was revealed by Menu, the {on
of Brabma, but which was aftually written between a thoufand and
fifteen hundred years B, C,

* Sir William Jones has clearly traced the Hindus, Chinefe, and
Japanefe, to Iran or Perfia, from whence he has proved, that they
emigrated upwards of 4000 years ago. He has, farther, made it
very evident, that fhaf country was the firft which wasfettled alter
the deluge. See his difertation upon the Perfians. N

{4 This further appears, from the confideration, that their religious
do&trines, when freel from fuperftitious additions, ¢ exhibit a cor-
« refpondence with Patriarchul principles ;" and,likewife,from fev-
cral fingular cuftoms, which prevail among both nations. Vid.

Diod. Sic. Lib. 2. Jones’ dfia. p. 168, 160.
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cient to oppole lnm, It muft have been, therefore,
beiore the time of Ninus, for when he attempted to

conquer that country, with a powerful army, he
met with a very formidable refiftance. It is men-
tioned by Diodorus, that the Indians have a tradi-
tion, that Bacchus was the firft who prefled the
erape and made wine  and that he was twice born,
and nourifhed in the thigh of - Jupiter.  He obferves,
that the reafon why they faid he was twice born
was, ¢ becaule he was thought to have perithed,
“ with the reft of the world, in Deucalion’s flood,
“ but Gop brought him again, as by a fecond na-
“ tivity, into the fight of men, and they lay, mytho-
* logically, that he came out of the thigh of Jupiter.*”
From thefe particulars, it 1s evident, that Bacchus

can be no other than Noah.——1It 1s related m the
mythological fyltem of the hindus, that the nymph

Rehini, who prefides over the fourth lunar manfion,
and among whole numerous epithets, was Cumu-
danayca, or delighting in a pecies of water-flower,
was the favorite miftrefs of Soma, or the moon, and
that their offspring was BubHa, regent of a planet.
This Budha, the Indians obferve, ¢ married Ila,
“ whofe father was preferved i a miraculous ark,
“ from an univerfal deluge.”? The Chinefe al-
ledge, that the mother of therr firlt emperor Foni
was the daughter of heaven, furnamed Flewer-loving.

As fhe was walking on the bank of a river, the was

“_‘ Dindorlrs_SECLilus, L:b. 1, 2, 3, 4. Shuckford’s Con. Lib. 6.
T Jones” Afia, p. 166,
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fuddenly encompafled by a rainbow; foon aftet
which, fhe bécame pregnant, and, in procefs of time,

was delivered of a fon as radiant as herfelf, who,
among other titles, had that of Sui, or Star of the
Year.} 'Lhis notion, probably, arolc from the rain-
bow’s firft appearing to Noah. 'They fay,|| that
Fohi carefully bred feven kinds of creatures, which
he was accultomed to facrifice to the great Spirit
and Moles informs us, that Noah took into the ark
of every clean beaf? by fevens, and when he came out,
took of every clean begft, . and offered burnt of-
ferings. They farther declare, that Fohi was fome-
times called Paohi, on account of his facrifice ; and
Noah, 1t 15 likely, received his name, on account
of the grant of animal food for man, which he ob-
tained by his oftering. Their writers generally a-
gree, that he lived 2950 years before Chrift, and,
according to Uther, Noah was born about
that time, Thele particulars make it very evi-

dent, that Fohi was Noah, and the fame with the
Indian Bacchus, and Buddha.

Tur CHINESE accounts, however, have been
fuppofed to have been taken from records, which
reach much higher than the hiftory of Mofes.
This people have ever, indeed, been laboring to
prove, that their antiquity is much greater than
that of any other nation on the globc. ¢ They

i Ibid,
| Vid.Lc Compte’s Hiftory of China, p. 317. Lond. 1739,
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¢are,” fays Warburton,|| ¢ the proudeft and
“ vaineft people on earth, arrogating to themfelves
““ the invention and improvement of every kind of

¢ art and fcience.” But, notwithitanding all their
pretences, Sir William Jones has proved from the

3

Shanfcrite inftitutes of civil and religious fcience,
from tradition, and the finking refemblances be-
tween the two nations, that they were originally
a colony of Hindus, named Chinas.§ This colony

feparated from its parent country nearly four thou.
fand years ago, and fettled in Shenfr, a province in
the Weftern parts of China, They, for along time,

lived in an unfettled, and, it is likely, unrefined,
ftate. It appears, indeed, from the writings of
Confucius himfelf, that the Chinefe empire, as it is
now called, was in itsinfancy {o late as the twelfth
century B. C. Hedeclared, in the Lun 1%, that,
¢ although he, like other men, could relate, as mere

« leffons of morality, the hiftories of the firft and
“ {ccond 1mperial houles, yet, for want of evidence,

‘¢ he could obtain no certain informarton of them.”*

BuT fhould what has been obferved fail to

convince thofe, who have been accuftomed to vene-
rate the Chinele antiquities, 1t may here be oblerv-

ed, that Hoeanti, their eleventh emperor, ordered
all their hiftorical records to be deltroyeat, 213

years B. C. and that they have not any work, in an

1II Ju”ﬂnl Pe 230

0 See hus Differtation on the Chinefe,

¥ Ind.

+ This law was {o rigoroufly executed, that many learncd men
were put to death for concealing their books. D falde’s Ch. Il
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intelligible character, above 2200 years oldi It

cannot but be acknowledged, therefore, that we

have little realon to credit the moft ancient accounts
of this empire, and we fhall not be taxed with incre-

dulity, if, with all due deference to the grcar Vel
taire, we difbelieve fuch fabulous things, as the
{un’s not fetting for ten days, and the clouds’ rain-
ing gold for three days together.

Tue GrEcIaNs pretended to fo great antiqui-
ty, that they treated thofe with contempt, who al-
ficned them any founder of thelr nation, but they
called themfelves genuines tcrra or aborigenes, "Their

traditions, however, are equally imaginary with
thofe we have mentioned.§ They could produce

no dates, according to Gray|, and others, above
the times of Cyrus and Cambyles, who lived be-
tween 500 and 600 years B. C. and no hiftorical
information of the times preceding the Olympiads.

Plutarch proceeded back no farther than the times
of Thefeus, who lived not long before the miniftry

of Samuel, tor he afhrmed, that all beyond him was
nothing but monfirous and iragical ficlisns.  Herodo-
tus, who 1s called the Father of Hiffory, and who
wrote between four and five centuries B. C. began
his hiflory with fable; and Thucydides declared,

1.an--ln

1 Gray’s Key to the Old Teftament, p. £4.  Stackhoufc’s Luit,
of Bitle, po 79, Appar. Dn alde's iftory of China.

6 An argument hasbeen drawn, by Vol aire, for the great anti-
aumty of the world, from Plato’s 1“-1' s, Whicly, held'ys, was baticd
i the ocean gooo yerrs before lus tie, Dat Picto himicliackrow!
edged this « ccount to be a nere fipmient.

I NKey, p. 8
11
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that he could collect no authentic information of

the times preceding the Peloponnefian wag.!

In a word, the extended accounts of thefe,
arud all other nations, are unworthy of the finallct
degsree of eredit, They have not the leatt appear-
ancc of truth, and every rational areument con-

vinces us, that they are abfolutely falle. Dut in

the accounts prefented us o the bBible, we oblerve
nothing ¢ {abulous or romantic, and no cxeurfions
“ mto aces, mfinite and innumerable.”  We here
fee a hiftory written by a perfon, wholived feveral
hundred vears previoufly to any other hillorian,
vhich makes the world about 5800 years old*,

1 Vid. Strabu’s Geography, Tib, xvin.

“ The creauon of the world Legan, aceording to Dr. Uiher, on
Sunday, O, 23, qoon yewrs betore the hirth of Chnift.  The Sepru-
apint vetlion plices it 5872, and the Samuuitan 3700 yeais belore
our era.  So that according to Uther, [rom the creation to this time,
15 5802 years—according to the Scpluagink, 767¢, and according to
the Samaritan, 6498, Ulher, who followed the brow, 15 grenevally
confidered as the moft accurate chroneloger,  Frem the creation to
the delupe, the Hebicw makes 1656 years—the Sextuagt 2262,
and the Samaritan 1307, St Aultin fays, that the antediluvian chro-
nology of the onginal Scptuaging agreed with onr prefeat Hebrew
copies,  The vartations, Lie acds, were made by the firft tranfenibers,
who cither fuppoled, that ihe time fixed upon for men to be fathers
was oo fhort, confidening the longth of themr hives, or that the years
Iefore the flood were lunar inftead of lola. They, therefore, added
cco vears betore the births of Sedh, Dnos, Canan, Mahalalel, Jared,
ard Mcthuiclah, and fubtraéted the fame munber from the length
! their lives afterwards.  They, Blewde, he thirks, through mil-
ke, added fix vears to the hife of Lamech bolore the bithy of Noah.
As to the Samaritan verfion, St. Jerome intorms us, that there were
conics of 1t in s time, whole chronology of tlus pertad agreed pre-
ciiclv with the Hebtew. From the deluge to the call of Abraham, the
Hebrew makes 427 vears—the Septuagint, 1307, titd the Samarnan,
1--=, The Samartan chrenology of this perted is not of a pece
wirir the reft of it 3 and finee 1t bzars fuch o Smtiiade to the Septu-
agiat, it s very likely that it was traaforibed fromit. The differ-
caces between the Greek and ebrew computations mav be redu-
ced to two Leads. 1. The Septuagint makes the patriarchs {athers
100 vears later than the Hebrow, for the reafon, doubtlefs, which
was before afhgned. 2. Ir adds a patriarck not mentioned 10 the
liebrew, oz, Cainan, fo that it makes eleyen generations from Shem
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which gives a credible account of the creation, of the
origint of man, of the firflt inflitution of civil COVETI

ment, and of the mventicn of the arts and feiences.
v

Tue truth of Chriftianity is very intimately
connected with that of this part of the "hiftory of
Mofes. 1If the world was formed previoufly to the
creation of man, it follows, that our knowledge of

its formation muft have come originally from Gob.
It, therefore, we are convinced that the Mofaic ac-
count 1s true, we muft allow it to be a revelation,

and, of courle, admit the truth of the fcriptures
both of the Old and New-Teftament. And fuch is

the evidence with which it is fupported, that they,
who refufe to believe it, wwculd not be perfuaded theugh
one fhould rife from the dead.

to Abrabam, inflead often. But it may be obferved, that Africanus
and Enlebius both took their accounts of thele times from the ancient
copies of the Sepluagint, and yut, have no fuch perfon as Cainan a-
mong the poftdiluviin patniarchs ¢ It 1s probable, therefore, that
fome tranfeniber, thro” nattention, inferted an antediluvian name a-
mong the poftdiluvians, and that other copies were taken from this
one, {0 that this name,in time,beeame generally inferted, It is,how-
cver, faid, that St. Luke would not have placed 1t 1n his genealogy,if
it had been envoneoufly inferted i the Septoagant,  But it cannot be
proved that St. Luke did place it in Ins gencalozy. 1t is, on the
contrary, more likely, that larncd men, finding 1t in fome of the
Greek copies, and not in Luke, might put 1t in the margin of their
Bibles, and that later editors, finding it there, might infert itin the
rext.~——Lrom the vocation of Abraham to the brrth of Chnft, the
Hebrew and Samaritan agree :(—from the vocation to the founding
of the Temple, the Scpruagnt falls thort of them 40 years ; butfrom
the founding of the Temple to the birth of Chrift all three of them
aoree. ‘The Hebrew computations are fupported by a perfeét agree-
ment of all the Hebrew copies—the paraphrafe ot Onkelos, written
about the time of Chrift, and the vulgar Latin, which has been in
ufe above a thoutand years. See Ufbers Chromology, Part 1. Ui
verful Hiflory, Vil. v, and Shuckford’s Connexiony V., 1.
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