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o E T » Worthy Sir,

; B S U X beg leare Jfor thefe Difeour.
I . Lo o ) fes to appear under the Aus
| e | thotity and Friendfhip of
i your Name, as containing i

43 them
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The Epiftle

them fome gencral Remarks
and Hints i Learning, which
I fuppofe, may not be altogether
unfuitable to yowr Genius, to
your natural Inclination for varics
ty of "Thought with fome De-
cency of Epreflion. The great-
eft part of what T now prefent
o, Was the effort of my younger
Years, and therefore may appear
to fome to contain more of the

warmth of Temper and Ima-
gination, than of the cooler fe-
renity

| Dedicatory.
jren‘ity of Reafon and Judg-
ment ; to difcover rather a wild
Range m Learning, an Inno-
cent Revelling m Philofophy,
than any mature Refearch into
Principles,and the Cognizances

of Truth 5 any compleat Vi&o-

ry,and Final Triumph over Au-

thors.  But let the Opinions of
Men be What they pleafe, I hope
they will not deter you from Pa.

troniﬁng the fuccefs : Thongh in

relation to this formerDifcourfe,

A 4 I




‘The Epiftle
I may without much Vanity pros
mife you fome fecurity, fince it
has been already approved. by
much better Judges, than per-
haps are left to .condemn‘ it
I am now Sir retiring from the
World, and that which always was
its brighte[t Scene to me, your des
lightful Converlation ; and am
tbver('fﬁre willng to leave you, and
perbaps a_ few more of my Friends,
Jome [ittle Image, fome faint Res

membrance of me,in the Eflays

Dedicatory.

of my Jounger Studies. 1T .mu/i

confefs, Ibave now another Taft

of ﬂ)ings than what 1 formerly bad,

‘ partly my experience in the World,

and partly the new Ferment of

Humors in our Nation, having

taken from me all the Remains
of an Innocent Ambition. By

the providence of God, and the

~ free uncondicionate generofity
of that Noble and Loyal Patri-

ot, Sir John Norton, I am

comfortably placed m an agreea-

ble




The Epiftlc

Tcdicatas y.

ble ftation in the Church; and yntalk'd  of Man to be only
am now pcz/j'iom:‘e[y deﬁrom to Bleﬂi-

colleét my felf, 1 be known. to

few, tobeenvy'd by none : If

ever T had any efteem among jbltd Peace and Contentment of pris

fome, cither through chance or
the Confpiracy of Friends, I
fhould now be glad to bave ny
Name as Friendly neglc&ed,

as it as firft xaifed; for I always

accounted a great Reputation,
and a great Infamy to be equal
Altlicions ; and the unknown

untalk’d

. Yet though 1 am entr ing into the

vate life I leave you,Sir, engaged
in the bigheft Sphere of Counfel
and Aétion; but I leave you
u;zder a deep fence of the Tntereft
and obligation of the beft Reli-
glon inthe World ; a Religion

ot of Which no good and wife

,ﬁ?‘bjeﬁqf this Nation can be dee

firous




The Epiftle
firous tolive, and in which even
Repenting  Atheifts choofe 10
Dye! Ileavg you alfo guarded
with the Hereditary and chofen
Principles of Loyalty and Ho-
nour, With all the Natural and
Acquired Bleffings of Temper
and Imptovement ; efpecially,
with that Law of Kindnefs in
Jour Soul, legible even in the outs
ward charatters of your Compo-

fure, which will hardly ever fuf«
fer youto Exr much, either in a

publigk

Dedicatory.
Publick or a4 Private Life; i

being very difficslt for aperfon of

large Affe@ions, of great Mo-
defty in Converfation, of [harp

“and quick RefleGtions in folitas

ry thought, ever to become Sedi-
tious in State, or Habitually

loofe in private Manners. And

~0!'that fuch an amicable {weet-

nefs of Difpoficion, as gently
reigns through all Jour Actions

and deligns, were every where
mingled with the Policy of our
Kingdom




{ The Epiftle
;‘ | Kingdom ; and that the \Wi[-
d| dom of omwr greac Affembly
f Were every where temper’d with
i ‘ Juch an Healing Mecknef; !
then Peace and Love, and Uni-
on might distil like Balm #pon
our Nation, then might we fpee-

1y to the Admiration and Ter

| ror of our Forreign Obfer-
vers: then  might we  ftrike
down owr Errors in Religis
on, as the Priefts did heretos

fore

| dily vecover our Secular Glo- |

Dedicatory.

fore the Sacrifices at the Al-
tar, not with the Haft and
Fury of Anger and Revenge,
but  with  that  deliberate
{trength, that wife and fo-
lemn de‘lay, Wwhich  proceeded
wholly froma Conviétion and
Senfe of Duty, and Devotion,
then might our Magiftracy go

“vern by Love, ow Religion

by Charity, and all owr Poli-

‘cles wnite to the Everlafting

fecurities of Peace and Friend-

{hip,




Dedicatory.
ﬂlip, which is the hearty Pray-
er of bim who defires to be known
by no greater Title than that of;

Your moft Faithful
~and moft Obedient

‘Friend and Servanty

Tho, Mannnyghant:

- Concerning

" DISCOURSE

TRUTH.

W £ who has had the
Curiofity to obferve
our Modern Scepticifm,

and been any thing acquaine-
ed with thofe loofer Do-

B

¢trines,
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Ctrines, which almoft univer-
fally occur ; ( wherein reftefs
Conlciences have endeavour-
ed with all che liccle Arts of
{pecious  Sophiftry, to work
out to themfelves a Stupe-
Jattion rather than a Quicr | a
Charm than a Satisfaction) m ay
readily refle& how Nuatural
Theology ereéted chiefly on
Natural Philofophy, ( the great
Diana of this Mechanick age)
is now become the only re-
fuge of all thofe who pretend
to eftablifl their irreligion by

| ﬁ"rgzmzm't

L3 ] |
Argument and Syllogifm.  For
downright pofitive Atheifin has
found but very few ferious
and declared Abettors; has
fometimes {prung from the
fumes and madnefs of Wine,
and Luft; has been the di-
ftemper of an Hour, the Pa-
radox or Rant of beated (on=
verfation, not an Opmion , or
a morning thought ; and for che

~ moft part, has been rather

fworn up, than afferted.
Chriftianity ~had  thac

Serpent  Philofophy  to deal
B 2 with
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with in its very Cradle ,
and through all its ftrength
of Centuries has received its
fierceft affaules  from that
Monster. By vain Philofophy,
fo rigoroufly condemned in
the Epi§tles; the Learned
generally underftand the Gno-
$tick Theology compofed for the
molt part of Pythagorean Prin-
ciples 5 and that the Epicurean
and Stoical Se&s were as ma-
litious as any in the Apoftles
times, the Difputes of St. Panl
recordedin A¢ts 17.v.1 8. (uffi-

ciently

15 ]

ciently inform us. Not long

after this , that Man whom
Origen fo rationally and (o
perfpicuoufly anfwered, de-
claim’d againft the whole Bible
with all the Artillery of inve-
&ive Eloquence, and falfe
reafonings, deduced from a
commixture of Barbarian and
Grecian Placits.  Then Hiero-
cles, Julim, &c. but particu-
larly their Anceftor Porphyry
( whom fome of the Fathers
counted it Religion to Curfe)
fought by all the darkeft

B 3 methods




Lé]
methods of Hell o leflen
and deftroy the Authority of
the Foly Bible: For accord-
ing to that imperfe@ ac-
count which we find of thofe
fifteen Books he wrote againft
the Chriftians, he is recorded
there to have jeered at it for
a mean fimplicity of Style,and

for innumerable repugnancies ;
" to have aceributed ics Prophe-
Jies to fecret Combinations of
Writers after the Faét, or ac-
commodated them to other Per-
fonsand Circumftances ; and

2%

L7 ]
to have afcribed all its Mi-
racles to the force of Egyptian
Magick, and the operation of
Devils. Now all this was
contrived in honour and vin-
dication of the Platonic Philo-
Jfophy fo highly reverenced by
the Sacred Order of the 4
lexandrian  School.  Yet all
thefe men have [pent their
utmoft Venom, done their
worft, and the gates of Hell

have not prevailed.
For another fucceffion of
Gofpel Adverfaries, we may
| B 4 with




L8]
with Candor enough reckon
Aquinas and the  School-men,
who have  moft deplorably
undermined the Scriptures wil;h

the Principles of Ariftotle, and
although accidentally, yet they

have been as really pernici-
ous as any we have hither-
to named.” Their intentions
were doubtlefs imocent | bue
wecan never fufficiently la-

ment cheir intolerable Leifure,

which occationed them for
want of better imploy, o fpin
- out all the ftrength of Divine

W’riting:

L9 ]
Writimgs into nice and  un-
proficable  Polumns,  Whate-
ver the advices of thofe Per-
fons may feem to the contra-
ry, who have fpent fo
much time in thofe Studies al-
ready, that they are bound
for their Reputation-fuke, to re-
commend them to others ;
who tellus, thofe alone will
make a man clofe and Argu-
mentative, quick and fagacious
in difcovering the Pomt and
Kot of the Controverfie, which

perhaps was ty’d only for the
Ti‘ick=ﬁ1k€ 3




[ 10 ]
Tricksfake ; who would have

us lie feven or eight vears
F)

ina dark room, that when we
come abroad into the open day,
we may thmk we fee clear-
er 5 who though they them-
felves have miferably ex-
perimented the (oufenage, yet
ftill cry upand maintain the
prodigy, and to prevent a fawcy
precocioufnefs in Learning, in-
vite others to drudge in their
methods, to be vigilant and at-
tentive on [ubtile Entities, till
they become like thofe deep-

cr

Lo ]
er fort of Contemplators, wha
never fix their eyes more
feadfastly than when they fee
nothing : notwithftanding , 1
ay, all thefe large promifes
and encouragements for the
reading of the Schoolmen,
there are altogether as obfer-
vant perfons, who will noc
ftick to affirm, that 'tis evi-
dently owing to that Load
and Corruption of our Libras
ries, that men are generally
grown o loofe and ambi-
guous in thelr ®Reafonings, that
with




[ 12 ]

with little pains or ar they

can prove any thing or nothing;

and that moft of thofe Religions

Wars which at this day infeft
Chriftianity,are chiefly owing to
that fatal invention of School-
Divinity,  that Gun-powder of
- Learming.  All this would be
moft amazingly dreadful, b
that there is fomewhat worle
to come. 1 |
There is fill ansther Philys
Jopby behind, and that has 0-
pened another Gate in Hell
and fent forth a piéce of the

l)/zzckeﬂ_

L3 ]
blackeft Sophiftry that the In-

~ fernal Synod can di&ate. Its

reputed Author, Benediétus de
Spinoze; one who has run
through a whole Amsterdam
of Religions himfelf, and obli-
ged that Athens of promifcu-
ous Worfhip with one more of
his own Invention. Where
he has given them all the
difficulties of Scripture-Fiftory
and Chronology amafs'd and en-
hanfed ; all the Doubts and
Controverfies of Commentators
pofitively determined on the

worft




L4 __
worlt fide ; a Rapfodie of Il»
lufions from Talmud and Alco-
yans and a Feature of Defor-
mity borrowed from every
Herefie, Schifm, and Seét.

Tis true indeed, he al-
lows the Bible to be Divine
Revelation, but with this Pro-
vifo, that the Philofophers
Reafon is flill 2 more infallible
word of God; that its "Pro-
phecies were accommodated
to Prejudice, Fancy, and Tem
per ; Tts Mirucles che Wonders of
the lgnorant; It whole end

and

L1y ]
and fcope Political , for the
better fecuricy of Govermment ;
and its popular Doltrme 1n-
tended only for the Herd to
{quare their grofs Obedience
by: and all this, becaule
there occur {ome Expreffions
in the Seriptures altogether
unworthy (as he imagines )
of thofe clear and evident dil-
coveries of Nature lately found

out and Demonftrated by the

Divine  Cartefins; whom he’
never mentions but with the
greateft veneration imagina-

ble

y




ble, wich all the Eulogies
that the moft ravifhed inven-
tion can fuggeft; whereas if
at any time he confeffes Chrift,
tis like the Devil in the Go-
{fpel, with FHorror and Re-
luétance, and ( like him too )
he'feems firft Tormented to it
The Exiftence of a Deity
again{t the Atheift , and the
certainty of the Bibles Revela-
tion againft the Anti=fcripturift,
have been ia all Chriftian ages,

but efpecially of late, fo ful:
ly confirmed and eftablifhed
both

R
both from Pulpit and qsrejs,

thfough all the Pofﬁbility of - . N

(Reafoning, all the Amplitude
of Topics, whether Theological,
Metaphyfical, Phyfical ,  Mordl,
or Mathematical , that were
they handlomely collected
and fumm’d up, they would
without Con:roverfie make
a Compendium of the propereft
Logick yet extant; and yet
this Infamous Book prefents
our Reafoniny Men with a
farther fcruple fHll, where
frecly granting the Revelation
C




L
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L8]
of the Scriptures,
ftanding concludes, that the
holy Bible is only a popular Sy-
ftem ot Prous Political Errors 5
ﬂ{emmm Devotionis, noit Veritas

. Wherefore 1{hall endea-
vour at prefentonly to make
good this one Propofition, Viz,
That the chief Criterions or (anons

of Philofophical Truth

> bave been invented mzd allowed

which
by [peculative Men , —are much
move abindantly convincing when
applied to matters of Divine Re-
Yelation.

Now

it notwith-

Cig ]
Now Philofophical Truth i$
capable of being confidered
but chefe two ways:

I Inrefpe of its Tradid
tional or Hiftorical account:
1L Inrefpectof its dccoms

“ #lodation to our Natural Faculs
ties:

L In réfpe@ of its Tradi:
tional or Hiftorical account:

And hereé we havé fome:
C 2 late




[ 20 ]
late Authors very laborious
In Tranferiptions , who have
not fcrupled to make Philofo-
phy cosincident with Revelation
it felf, deriving it in a conti-
nued Tradition from the Jewifb
Church, and thereby concei-
ving it no other than the re-
mains of a primary Revelation.
They make the bufinels very
fhort, telling us, that doubt-
lefs Adam was created with a

perfect knowledge of Nature, and

that from him this Know-
ledge was tran(mitted by Me-
“ thafalem

L2 ]
thufalem, to Noab, from Noab
and his Sons and Nephews to
the (Chaldeans, from them to
the Egyptians, from the Egyp-
tims to the Phenicians, from
Phenicia it failed into Greege,

"fo to the Latins, and from

thence ’‘twas propagated to

‘thefe feptentrional  parts ,

where we have the Genealogy
of Philafophy as clearly and
fuccinétly delineated, as that

~ofour King, fram William the

Conqueror.

Now we cannot fuppale
C3 tha




L 22 ]
that Adam tranfmitted that
Knowledg of Nature, which
he enjoyed during the flate
of his Imogency, and which
he received either from une
mediate Infufion,ox comnate Ided’s
of things: Nay if he had,
he would have given his Por
fterity a falfe Philofophy, fince
that whole Nature was after-
wards forced to follow the
Law of its Curfe, fince Thorns
and Bryars were not 1n the
Scheme of Vegetables, and
the Serpent wasto be new ftu-

[ 23]
died again. Bucif he tranf
mitted to us the Knewledge
he had gathered from much
Experience, and a long Life af-
ter his Fall, when perhaps his
Faculties were not very much
perfeéter than ours, and ftood

in as great want of a Logick for

their better information, I
do not fee any greac benefic
we could receive from fuch a
Tradition ; and all chat the
Afferters of this Opinion can
make good will be only this,

that we have received onc
C 4 more




[ 24 ]
more Curfe from him than
we thought of, and that he
has propagated to his Pofte-
rity Sin, Death, and Philafophy.
That the Egyptians, who

were amighty and ryling
Nation , when the Ifraelites
were but one chofen Family,
fhould receive all their Wif*
dom and Learning from the
Fewijh Church, which as yet
had not fo much as any writ=
ten Canon, any Law ta walk
by, but what it received ei-
ther from the continual M-

mifhy

2]

niftry of Angels, or fomewhat

elfe both Sacred and Incom:
municghle to the Polterity of

Cham, is mare than our ordi

nary Hiftorical probabilicy
will allow us to afirm. Neie
theris it lefs abfurd to make
Tofeph the greac Jnterpreter
of Dreams, the fame with
Hermes Trifmegiftus, and to be
their renowned Law-giver
when as before his arrival
thither , they lived in all
pomp and Trading, Municipal
Laws, and confluence of Mer»

chants




R =t

. -’
. :(
§
r

) 5
IHEH
N H
a"
R

'

L 26 ]
thants, nay, and he himfelf

was but a part of the Ifbmacr
lites Traffick, Gen. 37.36.

The firft rife and exercile
of the Heathen Theology con-
fited only in fome Mjpical
Rites, afterwards recited in
Hymins and Mufical Odes 5 and
feeing the acknowledgment
of a God is allowed to be
]zbliWrﬁl,:;ﬂd confequ_f:ntly?\Lz.=
tural; why might not thefe
Barbaroys eﬂbrtf # Religion
wholly {pring from the confu-

* Jed Notion of 2 Deity naturally

inherent,

L 27 ]

‘lnberent, without any particular
derivation from the Jewifh
Church ? The Grecians and La-
tins do indeed afcribe fome
advantages to the Phenitians,
which  Tacitus  particularly
mentions, Vig. the 4t of Na-
vigation, and a few Letters ;
but thar they held a general
Mart of Learning , and ctranf-
planted Colonies of bumane Sci-
ences into Greece Africa,
Spain , and the chief parts of
Europe, which border onthe
Mediterranean, is certainly na

other




[ 28]

other than one of Mr. Backar
te’s Learned Whimfies. We
ufinally efteem our Trading
Towns as Brutifh a part of
Mankind as any of their Bre-
thren , where Gain and Cove-
toufnefs feldom allow any In-
tervals for Meditation, any Lei-
fure for decp thought ; and we
may eafily believe the Mari-
tine Phenicians to have had na
better [peculations than that of
their Cynofura for the fafer
Condué&t of a Cock-boat; no
other SocietyInvention than that

of

[ 19 ]

of a Royal die, which came

ncither from a Fewifh Tradi-

- tion, nor an Egyptian Hierogly-

phick, but (as good Hiftori-
ans inform us ) was happily

~ hinted by the experimental Phi-
- lofophy of a Dog.

But grant thefe Eaftern Nas.
tions to have excelled in fome
ufeful parcs of the Matbema-
ticks, yet we may give a Na
tural account of the rife of thofe

- without having any recourfe

to the ]ewi/h Church, fince they”
. may be probably fuppofed to

have




[ 30 ]
have taken their Origin either
from Neceffity, or a commodious
Situation, or both ; fo that the
Egyptians Geometry might be
owing to the inundations of
Nile, which caufed them of-
ten to Survey their confufton
of Lands; the Seremity of the
Air, and an undifturbed Ho-
rizon might invite the Chaldes
ans to Yook up, and by long
obfervation
courfe of fome few Conftells-
tions 5 and the compulfion of

the Phenicians or Canaanites uni-

underftand the.

[ 31 ]

. to the Coafts of the Mediter-
~ ranean by the Sword of Jofbua

might force them to [eek mer-

¢y on the Ocean, and drive

them to the lictle Ares of anci-
ent Navigation.

Pythagoras, whofe Life and
Travels have adminiftred much

tothis Fancy, is recorded by

Porphyry to have brought no-
thing from the Hebrews but
T wee !l depar iy, the know-

“ledge of Dreams, or of their

Interprecation, which yer a-

- mong them was never count+

ed
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éd an Art, buc an Infpiratiorn:
if the Jews viere fuch diffufers
of fecular Learning, why are
the wifest Men of their own
~ Nation ( {uch as Jofeph; Mo=
Jes, Solomait, and Daiel ) cha-
ractered and deciphered o us
in the Bible, with a compa-
tifon fo advantagious to the
Wifdom of other Nations; as
that they were skilled in all
the Wifdom of the Egyptians,
that their Wifdom excelled all
the Wifdom of the Eaft (ouns
tries and of Babilon.

Schools

e -

| L3371

,. Schools and Colledges we are
taught'they had, though not
fu‘ch as fome of our European
Seminaries for frivolons and S
phiftical Education ; but for the
weighty inftruétion’ of thé
Sons of thié Prophets, for the
reading and interpreting of
their Sacred Law. Grant thac
fome .OF the moré MpyStical
and Symbolical pares of thé Al
legorizing  Philofophy, or fome
of thofe Fables which the
Poets borrowed from the
Corruption of Tradition, were

D derived




[ 34 ] T
hence ; muftic needs ’ - 35 ]

Now the great maintainers
of this’ Hypothefis, whether

Clemens  Alexandrinus and Eufe-

bius, or more modern Anti-

mergency) muft be brought quaries , ﬁ:efn to have bor-
from Canaan 2 1f Plato at any rowed the hine chiefly from

bat he received Fhe .eloquent Few Jofephus who
in his Treatife againft ppion
the Alexandrian Gramm

derived t
follow thatall the imix’d and

Argumentixing Philofophy, all
Arts and Sciences (the effects
of (wriofity and accidental Y-

gime writes t
2 blind Notion mxes Ty Gog-
exear, muft they be prcfently
10 other than the hateful, and
cherefore  concealed Hebrews ,
when asall the World befides

was efteemed Barbarian  to

he arian
endeavoursto prove together
| Wuh the Antiquity the Univeys
 Jal Learning alfoy of ¢he Jews,
jet out of an Hereditary preju-
ice to the Heat)
hen \W/
then World, and

| , 2 notori ' '
Now _ tous National Pride, he

o

him.

4
‘ D may
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may be thought to have ex-
ceeded the modefty of fober ¥ the whole World befides and
Argument on that {ubject, e to make their POmPOLls":m d
fpecially being o highly pro- long celebrated Wifdom appear
voked by the jeers of Appior; no other than fome broken
who undertakes to Prove Light, fome imperfect fragments
them originally Eg yptians,and deriv’d from them.
that they were rurned out
thence with their Heliopolitan
Mofes, for an infamous Difeafe.
With thefe moft defamatory

gation of all the Learning of

However fince by the ver
confeflion of thofe , who

- would make out fich Tra-

duction, it is now mixed

fpeeches Blaﬁ)beming his WNatl- and  ferménted
on, as his own words fignify; vain additions and falfities of
this (I fay ) might exafpe- | _‘he ignorant  Gentiles as |
rate him to an haughty dero» X appears bur a Nuwr,e&u,‘,

gation D3

with the

Qthogopic,
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onoseale, full of Horror and
the mifguidings of the Night,
we cannot upon the account
of Traditim ot Revelation, be
faichfully affured of any Truth,
any Certainty inic.

Now there are nonc of
thefe imputations, which can
be charg’d on the Holy Bible,
efpecially on that neceffary part,
on which our Belief, and Pra-
ftice,and out Salvation depends,
There’s no obfeurity, unlels
that which may arife from too

great a Luftre; 00 dark Coun-
{el

L3977
fel from Delphos, whofe inter-
pretation fill required another
Oracle ; but all its Doétrine is
like Life and Light, nathing
more Familiar and Domelftick,
and yet Myfterions too.  What
if the Revelations of St. Fohn are
ftill in fome parts vailed, are
the fhadows in our Heavenly

Landfcape, yet we doubt not
but the Ages to come will fee

them perfectly fulfilled inco
their true Shine and Perfpicuity ;
and what we cannot here at-
tain to will but make our

D 4 Scene
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Scene of Glory larger. Neither
arethe Holy Scriptures cortupt-
ed with any vain Additions;
the Jews cannot faften their
Talmud, nor the Papifts their
Traditions; fuch are but In-
Chantments to Mofess Miracles,
and can never imitate the fin-
ger of God. Neither could
all the Armies, Emperors, or
Perfecutions, all the Policy &
Malice of Earth and Hell de-
ftroy one Article,blot out one ne=
ceffary Truth,but thatfame God,

vho furlt infpired them, has

" hitherto

L 4]

hitherto preferved them, and
we may with all devout con-
fidence expect, thathis never»
{lurabring Providence wil‘l b.e
their Eternal Maﬂbrab. |

Having done with the Hi-
Storical account let us Secondly
coniider Philofophical Truth in
an accommodation and c'ord—

ff)rmit:y to our Natural Facul-
ties 5 &c. |

I. Toour Sences.

Whofe Teftimony being ma-
naged by a fuperintendent Fy-

culty
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culty is the moft infallible cer-
tainty we can naturally have
of fenfible things: which (as
to its Mode of Derivation) whe-
ther it proceeds from real Qua-
lities inherent in the Objects,
ot Notions and Phantafms im-
prefled on the Nerves and
Brain, it matters not, fince
moft men are fufficiently a-
gree’d in their Reprefentations,
or Relative Truth, our Organs
and Obje&s being rightly di-
fpofed and circumftantiated.
Neither is it to any pL}l‘pOfG

for
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for any one to obtrude upon
us the frequent illufions of
Sight, fince thofe very Fallacies
(as they call them) confticute
an Art, and are the grand
Maxims of our Opticks.

Now although fome have
fo decply plunged into that
degencracy of Scepticifin as to
extract a Controverfie from
every Particle of thelniverfe,
and make their own exiftence
a Problem, yet has this been
poinced at by the fober pare
of Mankind, as the extremi-

ty
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ty of Folly and forlorn Sate
afhnefs. The very Pyrrbonians
wete not guilty of this Excefs,
who never deny their affent
<o the Paffions, and Reprefen-
rations of Senfe, but doubted
whether the Natures and Inter-
aal Verities of things were
from thence, ot by any other
way {ifficiently and infallibly
known ; whichis convincing-
ly manifeft from their grand
pmbabxllty nouri Ay 6@ A
Yo QVTINET&E, where AG y© bea,1s
no relation to the immediate

ppcarances

L 45

appearances of Sence, bur i

wholly concerned in Di-
{fcourfe, Syllogifm, and the
Confequences of Science ; and
if at any time they did ra7e-
waifey TG Soyualuar, indulgé
themfelves a f{portive’ Capris
oufnefs about the familiar Ob;
je&s of Sence, ‘twas not {5
much to affront Truth, as 1o
perfecute the hanghty Dogmatift,
and torture his furly poficions;
fo that thofe few abfurdities rex
corded of their great Mafter
Pyrrho can be nothing bur

Fiftion




Fiction and Comedy: as that

grew (o callous and mortified .
with ftupidity, as that he had
taught his very Nerves and
Fibres to deny themfelvess
(o dead drunk with Apathy, as
to lye ina Carts way, and at
another time moft uamerci-
fully to doubt whether his
Friend was in the Ditch or

which occur in his Life, can
be no other than the Burlefque

of

he disbelieved all his Senfes, Y

no. Thefe (Ifay) and fuch

like extravagant Relations = .
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of his Opinion ; like that of E-
picurus’s, which from the pure
abftra&ed Contemplationson
Nature, joyned with the moft
innocent delight of a Garden
was by the viler Herd of that
Seft corrupted into all grofs
Senfuality, and the debauches
of a City.

Diogenes Laertins affirms of
Pyrrho, that his fufpenfion pro-
ceeded from a noble Generofity
of mind, and that in order
for an undifturbed tranquility .
of Life he introduced a polite

Genteel




L48 ] |
Genteel Mode of Philofophizing
rewaidTaTo d'ond QiNooogioai 7o '7?1’;-
Akt diog Wi BTOXHS 84\ G- doayas
vén And if fo, fuch a Scepti-
cifm as this would be the beﬂ;
breeding a Scholar could pre-
tend to, ‘twould redeem the
Learned from that fiarle of
Education, which many have
mhoff unhappily contracted
from their litctle Vikories
in Scholaftick Contentions ,
whence they become angry
and fick at every {ufpence of
Judgment in another, fo ut-

terly

terly impatienc of congrad;.
&ioni and Argunient , that
they vilify and defame all Hi
mane Natwre, becaule the Age
rebels againft their Opinion.
Whereas on sthe contrary the

modeft way of humbly pro-
pofing our probabilitics; and
allowing the fame freedom
to others, would render (on-
verfation {weet and cafie, all
conferences pleafant, and be
a great inftrument of advan-
cing crue Fuend/h/p in the

World.  He that orows hog
“ o I and
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and turbid, that etbowsin all
his Philofophick Difputes, muft
needs be very proud of hisown.
Sufficiencies, or very ignorant
of the vanity of the Science he
ftickles for; and commonly
the intemperate value of a fpe-
culation proceeds from the
weaknefs of the Man; for he
that is paflionate for a particu-
lar Syftem now, without doubt
was [o herestofore for his Nuts,

and isin all likelihood of fiill

following his Temper, of be-
ing warm and obftinate in all

| L5t ]
the trivial conicerns of Hbmane
Society,

Neither would this gene-
rous method only give us eas
fier feafoms, and fofcer mo-
ments of Comverfe, but alfo a
freer range 1o Fancy, and »
lofs to new thought ; fince in
matters  wholly Philofophical
( where Religion and Goyerns
n.ze.nt A€ not concerned ) Scep-
ticifm and Paradye may withe
out Controverfie be efteemed
t:he pureft Vehicles of Nob]e
Wit, and tnattempted Senfe,

E 2 Ir;
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It need not ftartle us that

“the Roman Writers do often

infinuate a very contemptible

- regard for the Senfes, fince all

thar, is in order for the better
colouring the contradittions of
their Mafs. Hence a late
French Author in his Refearch
es after Truth,having prefented
his Reader with a long tedi-
ous repetition of the.invincible
Hlufions of the Senfes ( {uch as
a flick half in the Water, and

a fquare Tower at a diftance )’

moft criumphantly concludes,
" that

Lss ]

that they were given to Men,

‘as they are to Brutes, only

for the prefervation of Life, not
as the Ports of Merchandife and
Science , but of Defnce and
Safety.  Asif our fight ferv’d
us only for the conduct of our
fteps, or for fecuring us from
a Precipice, whereas that al-
moft unlimited Senfe extends
it’s Royalty through the whole
Univerfe, purvey’s for all the
capacity of the Itellect | and
points at what it cannot per-
tectly difcver. For by the #i-

E 3 [ible
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fible things of the Creation, the
great  Invifibles are Collefted,
But we need not laboyr any
longer in this poine, fince thofe
perfons , againft whom our
Difcourfe is chiefly direfled,
are {o vigorqus for the evi-
dence of Senfe, that they
fearce allow any other, but
make the moft fublimated
Knowledge a Tumult of Phan-
tafms 5 all Thought, Local Motis
on ; all Reafon, Mechanifi ; and
the whole Encyclopede of Arts
and Sciences but a brisker Ciren-
fation

E

B ‘§""‘%’ \‘mﬂ;’”’v»«"“ .
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jation of the Blood, How 1i-
diculous foever this Opinion
1s, yet it fufficiencly ferves
our purpofe, as it eftablifhes
Senfe to be an undoubted (i
terion of Truth, as far as we
contend, or within its proper
Sphere.

Let us now fec the more a-
bundant concern of this Crites
rion in matters of Revelation,
which will prefently appear,
if we confider, that this was
the firft and is the luift Evidence,
of Divine Miracles, on which

E 4 all
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AUl revealed Religion 1s eftablifh-
ed ; and that Tradition it felf

makes no Argument until
’eis ultimately refolved into

the certainty of the Senfes. Mo-
fes and onr blefled Saviow
made their conftant appeal to
them. What wehave feen,and
what we have heard was ftill
the Apoftles Logick, and an Ap-
peal to Miracles, was ;119 pow-
ctful Demonfhration of the S )is
yit.  How folicitons was out
Saviour after his Refuwrrection
fo give the fenfes cheir full fa-

risfa&ion ?

Ls7 ]
tisfaGion? This made him
condefcend to heal St. The
mas’s Infidelity with a touch,
which immediately fhed a
ftrang Conviction through his
Soul, that ftraight way broke
forth into a glorious acknows-
legment,My Lord, and my God !
Nay, at his Afcention he chofe
not to vanifh or fuddenly dil>
appear, but gave the men of
Galilee time to ftand and  gaze,

" {ubmicted his Motion to the

Scrutiny of their Eyes, whillt
he was carried vp into Hea-

ven
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ven by Angels and Clouds in
all the leifure of a Triumph.

11 We will confider Philo-
fophica\_ Truth in an Accom-
modation to ouf UnderStand-
ings.

And this is the very difhni-
tion of the Schools, vizs A
Conformity of the Objett with the
s Jntellect. Here 1 dare notven-
cure far.  In this Science, Of
Mystery of Words, 3 very judi-
cious Abftrafter would find it a

hard rask to be any thing co-
pious

Cso ]

pious without falling upon an
Infinite Colleétion, an Eternal Sucs
ceffin, or fome fuch like con-
tradiétions & felf-duelling terms.
Tine Metaphificks is ftill 2 Defis
deratum in Philofophy; for
what we have hitherto recei-
ved from the Scholasticks, Tefus

ites, and others, appears only

- like the Ghoft and Phantafm

of feparated Reafon and de-
parted Senfe. If we lanchine

: to the Vaft expanfion of their
. pure Abfbrattions, we find bug

very little to termindte our

Appre
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Apprehenfions, but our con?
templating Heads feem pre-
fently to fwim in an Infinite
Vacwun , and  all  fubStantial
thought by little and lirele to
leflen, and pafs away into a

Strange Tranfcendency. 1 could

tell you of a Truth of the

Objeét or Entity, a Truth of
Appearance, another of Con-
ception , and one more of
the Intelle®, and that with-
out a Miracle, all thefe may
be one, viz. an appearance or
reprefentstion of the Object to the

Intelleét,
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Ditellet ; 1 could tell you like-
wile that befides the Truth of
apprebenfion | there is one of
Fudgment, another of Difcourfe,
and thele again either Mental
or Verbal; T could tell you
from the Lord Herbert, that
there is an inviucible Inftinft of
common Notions, the fame
that Ariftotle before him called
an  Intelligence of  Principles ;
that there are fome Sacrofanéta
Principia ( as the forementios
ned Perfon ftiles them) which
inform us, thatthereis a God,
that




crooked Alley.
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that he oilght to be Adored ;
but how, and in what manner.,
what will make our Worfhip
acceptable, our Sacrifices, or
our Prayers regarded, here
his Inftiné , Internal, External
Senfe, and Intelleét, with all
their Analogies, (onditions, and
Confequences can give us no bet-
ter direction than the Finger
of a Mercurial Statue, when
we are puzling ina dark and
“T'is not my
bufinefs to give you a Cenfiire
of that Noble Mans I.abotirs ;

G:gﬁbzcbw
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' Gaj]@ndm has done it already

in an imperfeét Epiftle, wherein
he has utterly renounced the
Genius of his Nation, fcarce
allowing the Author one E-
piftolary Complement ; though ’tis
to be prefumed, that when
the Lord Herbert fent him his
Book, he expeéted he fhould

have returned the Applaufes
of a Gentleman, and not the

Animadverfions of a Critick,
Yet fo it often happens, for
another great Wit des (Cartes
met with the {ame Fate, and

from
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“from the ﬂgme hand too. He
grew o confident and pre-
fumptuous of his Meditations,
that he fent out fportive Challen-
ges to invite Objections from all
his Friends; till ac laft like
one of his own Kings; he
was quite baffled and flain
amidft his Very Tits and: Tura
naments. - After the Metaphy-
ficians have quite tired them-
{elves with their Divifions and
fubdivifions; they age fo mo-
deft asnot to make Humane

Intelle¢t the adequate meafure of
Truth,

'

e e -
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Truth, bue ultimately refol-
ve it into a (onformity with the
Divine Underftanding, which a
Platonift would after this man-
ner explain, That there is an
Lternal mind, that compre-
hendeth the intelligible Na-
tures and Idea’s of all things,
whether actually exifting, or
poflibly only ; that compre-
hends ic felf, and all the ex-
tent of jts own power, toge:
ther with an exemplar Plat-
form of the whole World, ac-
cording to which he produ-

F ced
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ced the fame. This be-
ing granted , we are as
much in the dark asever; for
unlefs this eterndl mind {hall
vouchfafe to acquaint us
what is conformable to his Infi-
nite unerring Under ffanding, we
can have but little certainty of
Truth. | |

Now this is the peculi-
ar Province of Revelation.
And that it may appear how
natural this Medium is, how
{uitable to the Univer[al confent

of Mankind, you may pleafe x

to

[ 67 ] |
to reflet, that Revelation
has been the true, or pre-
tended foundation of all
Knowledge whatfoever. No
Religions, no Policies impofed
upon the World wichout con-
ferences and retirements wich
God and ngels. Wor only
Religions and Laws, but all
drts and Sciences | all noble

Tnventions have ever boafted of

their Zgeria’s, their afiifting

Damons too.

When the light of Nature,that

firft Revelation was difforted,
F 2 and
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and the unguided reafon of the
Idolacrous World had termi-
nated allDivinity in the works
of the Creation, then did God
fpeak at fundry times, and in divers
manners to the Fathers by the Pro-
phets ; When the Gentiles would
not learn of the Kingdom of /-
rael, which was a conftant
vifible demonftration of the
Power, Providence, and Gaod-
nefs of God, their Ignorance
for fome time was winked at,
till at laft God was pleafed
more fully to declare his Nue

ture

Sl e
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ture and Will by his Eternal Son,
the brightnels of his Fathers
Glory, and the exprefs Image
of his Perfon, who brought
Life and Immortality to light
through the Gofpel.  So that
now the Bible is become the
perfe& Regifter even of Na-
tural Religion too,fince all chofe
excellent truths, whith the Hea-
then World faintly hinted at,
rather wifh’d than believ’'d, whe-
ther they concern matters of
Faith, or the Duties of Mo-
rality, are infallibly affured to

Fi3 us
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us by the fupernacural Decla-
ration of that God, whofe
veracity is cftablifhed by an
infinite Knowledge, whereby
he cannot be deceiv’d himfelf,
and an eternal holine(s, where-
by he can’tdeceiveus. And
to take away all complaints
about Error, the obfcurity of
things, and the imperfe&nefs
of our finite Underftandings
(thofe bold Murmurs, which
reverberate on Heaven and
Providence it felf ) we are
Promifed and Affured that the
Towrd Perfm in the Trinity

will

-
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will be with us to the end of
the World to guide and direct

us in all neceffary Truth.

Buc Thirdly, Cartefius goes

farther than the Schoolmen.

He uncatechizes himfef thro’

2 long feries of Dubitation ; in=
vents an Art to ftifle Educati-
on and Memory, ftrips him-
(elf of 3ll his prejudices, only
that he might put them on a-
g;{in in another drefs, and
prefene us with a nicer Recols
lection, a more fplendid me-

thod of his Errors, For "us
F 4 certain
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certain that moft of them re-
curn’d upon him again, not
unlike to that which the A-
tomifts obferve, that if you
grind any matter into too mi-
nute 2 duft, the litcle parti”
cles will cling again, and re-
unite by reafon of a too exqui_
fite. {eparation. ~ Wherefore
after he had fanci’d the whole
World a Faire-Land , Life a
meer Dream, all Confcious
and thinking Nature but the
delufions of an evil Genius ;
after all this enchantment he

can

10331
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can find nothing, that can af-
certain to him any Truth but
the Goodnefs of God, which
will not fuffer our faculties to
be impofed uponin their clear
and evident perceptions, {o
that that which can give the
beft account of the Goodnefs of
God, juftly claims the Advan-
tage of this Criterion,

And, that Revelation does
{fo would be almoft improper
here to mention, but that the
method of my Difcourfe re=
quires it. I {hall inftance on

ly
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lyinone thing, but that the
greateft |, the vaft Aftonifh-
ment of Heaven and Farth
wx. that of the Second (Per—’
Jons Incarnation, his taking our
Humane Nature upon hirﬁ,
to Converfe with us, to Dyé
for us, for Us Sinners,. A
Myftery of Love,which gave
the very Angels new Anthems,
anew Scene of Knowledg, and
confequently a new Heaven !
~ Now I would not (be
thought to fpeak againft 4ll
Philofophy, to declaim againft
all

L7s
all Learning, any more than
he that Preaches againfta full
Table, or exhorts to Mortifi-
cation, would be thought
to make Starving Orthodox,
and Self-murder a Gofpel-
Precept. For fince Philofophy
isby moft men allowed to be
the requifie improvement of
our natural Faculdes; fince
tis commendably made the
great Employ and Study of
our younger years, and the
better Commerce of our more
advanc’d Society; fince ex-

alted
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alted and almoft meriting
Charity hath built us Schools
and Colledges for our plea-
fant Recefs and Meditation,
bequeathed us competent Re-
venues, for the eafie maintain-
ance and tranquility of a
Thinking Life, nobly endow’d
our Profeffors for more {peedy
advances in Arts and Sciences;
and fince Chriftian Common-
wealths with their prudent Laws
and Conftitutions have efta-
blifhed to us our Univerfities,
certainly we ought not to en-
' tercain
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tertain Philofophy with fo cold

'a regard, as the Phanaticifm

of fome, and the incapacity
of others to attain fo great an
excellency, is ready to pro-
phane it with. But yet if we
take a farther profpec, and
view it in its ultimate tenden-
cies we may with as equal
reafon blame its Adoration as

its Contempt.
®hilofophy was intended ,as our
Colleges wherein ’tis taught,
not to fpend our our whole
Age, 60 yearsand 10 in it,but
to
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make it our paffage to more
folid atrainments, to equippe
our {elves for more fubStantial
Knowledge.  “Tis but an In-
troduction, a Miniftring Ac-
complithment for Divinity,and
we are firft taughe the Ele-
ments of the World | that we
'may better underftand the
Sacred Charaéter. "Tis but a
Jewifh Canaan, Typical and
fignificative of a more Spiri-
tual Manfion, and may un-
der a judicious Management
ferve to fhadow out to us,

though
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though very imperfeitly, the
infinite Treafures of revealed
Wifdom.

of my difcourfe wasonly to

So that the intent

{hew, that whatever preten-
ces Philofophy ox natural Religie
on could make for Truth or
Certainty,yet Revelation (there
being fuch a thing granted by
the Adverfary) laid fuller and
more abundant claim to all
thofe Rules and Meafures of
Trath. But fhould I now
reckon up all the incommu-
nicable charadters of Truth,

pecus
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peculiar to Revelation,ic would
require 2 Volumn. T will
only mention fome few, and
thofe fuch as lye within the
compafs of Philofophical Rea-
fonings, then anfwer an Ob-
jection or two of the Natural-
lift, and fo conclude.

Whatever Philofophy or Natu-
ral Religion can truly arrive to
in its beft progrefs of Reafon-
ing , its higheft exaltation ,
Revelation has all the benefic
and evidence of that Light,
befides a farther and infallible

confir-

5o E
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confirmation from DivineTeft:-
mony.  Moreover, the excel-
lency of the Object, peculiar to
the mattters of Revelation,
gains  a frcer admittance,
makes a ftronger and more
lafting impreffion on the un-
derftanding, than any other
common Motive whatever.
For no man needs any other
Argument than his own Re-
fle€tion to convince him, that
Affent arifeth more properly
from the excef[ive worth of the
Object than from the dry cvi-

G dence
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dence of Apprebenfin, and Per-
Spicuity it {elf.  And that be-
caufe, however in Philofophy
Iruth and Goodnefs may feem
diftin&, yet in Divinity they
are all one ; and the moft ab-
firaéted fpeculation there, has a
conftant Morality annex’d to it,
which always fuperadd’s the
Recommendation of the 4f-
feétions too.  And how mag-
nificently foever men para-
phrafe on Reafon, Intelligible
Ideas, and Eternal Perities, they
are our Paffions, that muoft

carry
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carty us to Heaven; our Re-

pentance and “our Devotion,

our Love, our Fear, and oyr
Hopes; and our Reafop and
our Faith, only as joyn'd with
thefe. “Twas the zeal of the
Affections, affifted by the Holy
Spirit, that reconcil’d Martyra
doms, and refew’d the Bible
from the Dioclefian  Flames.
There ecach holy Martyr
would freely parc with his
Life, but nor his Bible.  That
Sacred Depofitum was all his
Wealth, his World, his Eeers

G 2 nity.
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nity. When his right hand
was cut off, he feized it with
his left ; when that was ‘gone
too, he faften’d on it with his
Mouth, and amidft his Tor-
ments fang Hallelujahs out of
it; when his breath could no
longer articulate his devoti-
ons, his panting heart ftill re.
tain’d ic, and when the Ty-

rant grafped that, ic fled a-
way with his Soul. Now
{earch all the Records, allthe
Catalogues of Stoicks, thofe

great Maflers and ProfefJors,
of

L85 1
of Death, and fee if this can
be parallell’d. We have read
indeed of a Philofopher, that
offer’d up an Hecatomb for the
mvention of a Propofition, but
he would never have Sacrifi-
ced himfelf for the Confirmation
of it. '

But the Natwralift tells us,
we have no fublime Notions of
Godin Scriptwre, and that the
Ifraelites only knew his Wame;
whereas every Hebrew name
of God is a pregnant Hierogli-

fick in his Theology, and that

G 3 one




onc word Jehova is a Body of
Divinity.  The  Scriptures
have acquainted us with fo
much of the Nature of God,
as may fufficiently infpiric our
Obedience ; and thofe, who

have pretended to farcher dif-
coveries, have only opened a

way .to Herefie, Entbufiafm,
and even Atheifm ic felf. And
we have reafon to fear that
thofe curious and fubtil Difs
courfes of late about the Idea
of 2 God,have done buc little
{ervice totheChriftian Religt-

Qn-
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on.What the underftanding in

“things of this Nature, like 2

clear Fountain, would natu-
rally reflect as it maintains its
ordinary Cutrent, when once
examined and flirred, either
defaces or diftorts ; and ] am
apt to think, that the Divine
Nature and its abfolute Attributes
are beft known by the modeft
reflection of the firt Thought.
The moft abftracting Meta-
phyfitian, that ftudies them
Yarcher, does but think him-

felf into amazement, and

G 4 with
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with the delaying Philofopher,
only lofes his God by a lon-
ger Procraflination.  Bue il
the fame Adverfary urges that
‘tis ftrangely irrational to re-

prefent God Almighty with
Paffions and Senfes , which the

L 89 ]
fpeak to them, they fhould
difpute the Nature of his Poice!
when he fays, he has compafe
Jion on’em, they fhould ask,
where then are his Bowels}
- when he revokes a threarned

Judgment, they fhould plead,

Scriptures every where allow. He cannot ! Divine Animal !

, This is difingenious Sophiftry;
’ for he that makes the Objeétion
oy
!

1 R ORI R O e

would’ft thou be convers'd
with in the Language of E-
ternity 2 wouldft thou be
treated with in the ineffable
Diale&t of Heaven? Alafy!
fond Creature, thou are L
lemented and Gipan'd for o-
| ' fpeak | ther

cannot be ignorant of the Fi-
gure. "That men fhonld quar.

f rel wich the condefcentions of
i . ~

i the Almighty ! That when
; he is gracioufly pleafed to

.
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ther Apprehenfions, for a
lower Commerce of percep-
ion: Such immediate dif-
plays of Divinity infinitely
tranfcend the Analogy of thy
Order, and the immoderate
Glory of fuch a Revelation
would but abforb thy Soul,
and crack its FlypoStafis ; Thou

canft not fee God, and live.
But ftill the Natural Philo-
jbpby in the Scripture can ne-
ver be pardoned ; cither that,
or De (artes muft be falle,
However Men may fatcer
themfelves

Lot ]
themfelves that they have
Orbs and Circumvolutions of
Souls Concentric to the Unis
verfe, yet we may very
rationally believe, that an
exa& Knowledge of Na-
ture was never defigned

- Man on this fide of Heaven ;

it may poflibly be referved

for our Illuminated Faculties,and

be an acceffary of our Glo-
rificiion. The Effences of
things can be the Object of
no other than a Divine Under-
ftanding, and he that made the

World
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World, can only have a pey-
fe&t Knowledge of it. What
if Divine Providence, as a

peculiar priviledge, granted
to Adam and Solomon a confide-
rable acquaintance with Na-
ture, yet event hath fhewn,
that there was a kind of Te-
tragrammaton init, that it was
thought a thing too Sacred to
be communicated to Pofteri-
ty, fothat what they enjoyed
was no Natural Acquifition, but
a Gracious Gift, not fo much
Science as Vifton.

Though

L 931

Though Cartefius in his ac-
count of Meteors has endeas
voured with Epicurus to ex-
clude the Deity from the mid-
dle Region, and to deliver
us up to the Providence of an
Atmofpbere, yet God Almigh-
ty thought fit o manifeft his
Omnipotence to Job from thac
place rather than from the
Heaven of Heavens. What
is the end we propofe of our
enquiries into Nature ? Is it
to ferve and gratify our Curi-
ofity ¢ That we will not own.
Is
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Isit to plume our Pride 2 Thag
we dare not own. Then it
can be no other than to fettle
in us a due reverence and ac-
knowledgment of the Wifdom,
Power, and Goodnefs of God.
Now all this is Pathetically fce
cured to us in Scripture, fince
it may very effectually be ob-

tain’d by an humble Medita-

tion on the Exiftences of things,
their more open Qualities, and
their obvious Relations. The
confideration of the fubftan-
tial parts and ufes of (enfible

Nature

BT
Nature (the very Mode and
Method of the Scripture’s
Philofophy ) has, we know,

1n a2 meer Heathens Breaft

kindled Admiration into an
Hymn; But I never yet
read of any Anthems com-
pofed from the Contempla-
tion of Atoms. Whoe can
Spell  the Divine Wifs
dom, Power, and Good-
nefs out of the Principles
of Des Cartes, where he
gives us the Origen of all
things in a Puppet-play, in-

terprets
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terprets all the works of God
according to the bruit Laws of
Mechanifm, and allows no
otlier Operations in Vital Na-
ture, then what he finds paral-
fel’'d in German (lockwork ¢
Whereas, who can without
holy Affe&tions perufe the
"3, the Majefty of Mofe’s
account ¢ remdiTe ¢, nati € yEVETo,
where he defcribes the Origi-
nal Fiat in a Phrafe almoft
commenfurate to the Digniey
of the Creation, that fome

R abbins have thought his very
Style,

L 97 ]
Style, aswell as Senfrco have
been infpir'd.

They are YUr too cager
difquiﬁti(‘.‘“" after the Internal
Verities 9f things thar have
led #¢ Witty World into fo
B¢ a Field of Seepricifim,

‘Mea muft be prefling and
breaking 1nto the Recefses of
Nature, as that Conqueror here-
tofore into the Sunétum Santton
rum, then miftake che thing,
recurn diffatisfied, cry all js
j’ageanhy, and that we wor-
fhip Clouds. I had rather

H read




read te Aftonifhments of Job,
when Goungfes him through
the whole  Lngtion, then all
the bold explicdtans of Men
and Demons. Iha:,d) Y%, np cON®

,
\

“as thu Rer

ain-bow
{ider the Ram
flection of God’s Mercy, the.

che Sun’s Light; and wher:l I
call to mind , that Thun er
chroughout the Scriptures 18

ftiled his Mighty Voice , 'm

(acisf’d ac whatl Tremble, and
chough this may .debafe my |
Philofophy, yet it heightens my
Divinty. g

Lood

If any manis not yet fatis-
fied what is Truth, lec him
but ferioufly ieflet on his
Death-Bed, and the Day of
Judgement, and then I'm per-
fivaded hee’l need no An-
fwer; When the Gayery of
Fancy forfakes him, and the
Profperity of Invention gives
norelifh; when his Paffions
and Appetites grow languid
from the impotence of Blood,
and his Brain becomes too
weak for the Image of the
World, then will he call for a

H 2 Poition
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Portion of Scripture to eafe his
Confcience, a drop from the
Fountain of Living Water to
cool his tongue. Then- fet
him on the higeft Moun-
rain of Metaphyfics, and from
thence give him the Ravifh-
ing Profpect of all the Kmg-
doms of Humane Learning, all
the Glorys of ®hilofophy, yet
he will not Worfhip, not I
dolize one glictering Notion,
not part with one fingle Text
for a TavTa e ool Mow, When

she laft Fire fhall make Na-

turc

L 101 ]
‘ture confefls it If to be ne
God, the Sun and Moon be
darkned, the Elements and
Stars melt with fervene heaf
and run together ino onc:
greac Vortex of (onfufion, and
when the whole Volumn of
the Creation fhall be {hrieves
led up like a Scroll of Parchs
ment, then fhall the Holy Bi-
ble be opened, its cverlafting
Truchs unfolded, and thougl;
Heaven and Earth pals awaf
Yet notone Iota of that fhall
perifh,
H ;3 Go
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Go now, and negle¢t Hea-
ven, the receptacle of An-
gels and departed Souls, for
the vifible Hecaven of Orbs
and Planets, and lofe the Be-
atific Vifion for that through
a Tube! Go, thou that hun-
gereft after Elumane Learning,
go! makea vaft Progrefs in
(pecions Extors, and induftri-
oufly acquire to. thy felf
a decp-read  Confufion of
thought! lofe all good Senfe
by a multiplicity of Langua-
ges, grow gray under 2 Ma-
| thema-

« [1e3 ]
thematical Problem, and
make thy Grave in the Duft
of Geometry! let the reconci-
liation of the Chaldean Chro-
nology, and the Egyptian Di-
nafties {wallow up thy mo-
ments of Salvation! let the
uncertainties of Profane Au-
thors attend thee on thy
Death-Bed, and with cheir
reftlefs Tumule add a Phrens
fie to thy Feaver! then let
thy Learned Afhes be kept in
Urns, and thy great Name be
read in Annals. Yet for all

H 4 this




this know, O man, that Plas
to gave thee thy Pompous
Thoughts , Ariftotle thy Sagacity
in Invention, and Euclid thy
Mighty Demonftrations 5 In a
word , that Heathens gave
thee all thy Reqfon, and the
(urfe of Babel thy Languages to
exprefsit. Go therefore ra-
ther, and Captivate all thy
Thougbts to the pofitions of
Fuith, thy whole Heart to the
embracement of the Gofpel,
and lec the frequent Medita-
tion on Sin, Death, and Fudgs

ment

[ 105 7]
ment macerate thy bold Nty
rals into an humble contrition of

Underﬁanding.
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-~

POPERY

One great. Caufe of

ATHEISM

P B -

N Muis Harelis cum ad

i Atheifmum  delapfa
;{ | eft, per fapientem Pro-
! l Phetam, quales in Iralis fuéruns
i Thomas, Dominicus, Scotus
{  aliy in Veritatis Viam re-
‘r ? ducitur
H

g

i
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Tho. Campanelle

ducitar.

 De Monarchia Hifpan. (gp. 30.

The foundations of the In-
telletual World are chefe four.
1. Reafon. 2. Morality.
3+ Covil Government. " 4 Re-
ligin.  And that each of thefe

Pillars is remov’d, undermin’d,

“or out of courfe, either thro’

the fly Machinations, or open
affaults of our implacable e-
nemies, the Papifts; who

either a& themfelves with
declared Malignity, or put per=
nitious

1

[ 109 ]
nitions Enginesinto other mens
hands, a little refleftion on the
feveral Heads may eafily con-
vince.

‘The firt Foundation which
Fhey have difordered i Reafon
n general,

I prefume there zre very
few ignorant how large a Do
minjon Scepticifin has of late
obtained among ouy Inquifi-
twve Athenians, and hoyy {pe-
cioufly it has been introduced
under the Titles of free Phi-
lofophy, and a liberty of "Thinke

g ;
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ing ; avindication of Captiv’d

“Truth, and an Advancement
of Learning ; a redeeming of
Humane Reafon from the Ty
ramiy of Barbarous Terms, and
the dotages of antiquated {enfe;
And alcho’ at firft fighe there
may feem lictle or no delign
of the Roman Party in introdu-
cing this variety of Models,
and thefe difguifes of Reafoning

amongft us; becanfe they

have fometimes fecemed to
put a check to thefe attempts by
their Inquifitions and Cenfures,

and

L ]

and becaufe they themfelves
have been unhappily baffled

in many of their Dottrines,

even according to thefe new
Modes of Arguing , by thofe
who have had skill enough

- to fix to themfelves a fyftem
\f /bli(l Reoafon in {pite of all

thew amazing Sophiftry, and de
Aufive Shapis ; yet if we allow
P houghts 2 lictle Hifforical
Range, Weray fhill imagine
,that the Plot ras laid long

fince, and thac O _Adverfaries
with a Spanifh Proifonce did
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long ago contrive and plane
that Malice, whofe Maturity
and happy growth they hop'd
their Pofterity would one day
enjoy ; and this has been their
acknowledg’d Defign to fome
of our Travellers | to whom
t:hey have frpely con'fe[rﬁd
that it has been their chief by
finefs to cherifh the mquifi=
tive humor of the PrestS
with new Modg/s ¢ o dazle
their Curiofity ﬁ%ﬁ’l/‘f Appear
ances, that ﬂ(f']' might crum-
ble themf’"into Seéts, bring

- fome

L1y ]

fome to indifferency in Religi.
on, others to Seepticifm and
down-right Atheijim ; becaufe,
fay they, the minds of Here-
ticks muft lie Fallow before we
can fow our Seeds and Princi-
ples wich fuccels.

Now itis well known how
frreconcilable the firft Reform-
ers in Religion were to the
Philofophy of Ariftotle with whart
bicternefs of Scyle Luther, and
Calvin and their refpective Fol-
lowers decry’d the Writings of
the Schoolmen as the only fup-

I port
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long ago contrive and plane

that Malice ;- whofe Maturity

and ‘happy growth. they hop’d
 their Pofterity would one day
enjoy 3 and this has been their
acknowledg’d Defign to fome

of our Travellers | to whom ~

they . have. freely confef[x
that ichas been their chjef bus
finels to cherifh the  inquifi-
tive humor of the/ ProcespS
with new Modes/ to dazle
their Curiofity Wy falfe Appears
ances, that g/' might crum-
ble they/int/o Seéts, bring

, ~ fome

/
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fome to indifferency in Religi.
on, others to Seepticifm and
down-right Atheifin ; becaufe,
fay they, the minds of Here-
ticks muft lic Fallow before we
can fow our Seeds and Princi-
ples with fuccefs.

Now itis well known how
irreconcilable the firft Reform-
ers in Religion were to the
Philofophy of Ariftotle, with what
bitternefs of Style Luther, and
Calvin and their refpeive Fol-
lowers decry’d the Writings of
the Schoolmen as the only fup-

I port




port of the Roman Corruptions,

infomuch that Bucer made it
his conftant challenge Tolle
Thomam, <& Ecclefiam Romas
nam fubvertam.

Beware of vain Philofophy
was one of the chief Dottrines
which rang through Heidle-

berg and Geneva, and the firft

Proteftants were {o fcared with
thofeDeclamations agamﬁWorld-

ly Wifdom, that they efteem’d

every Sentence, which wasnot
Scripture-phrafe to be meer Pro-
phanation 3 a Syllogifm was the

very

T e s SRR .

,,,,,,
htwd
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very Mystery of Iniquity, and
School-diftinEtions as ranck Magick,
as Mathematicks in the Tenth
Century.

‘Now things being brought
to this height, and fuch Jea-
loufies againft Scholastick Learns
ing being every where enter-
tained, there could not bea
more effeGtual way of bring-

“ing Philofophy into Credit a-

gain, (which Philofophy con-
flicutes above half of the Re-
ligion of the Romifh Church)
than by the invention of
12 Terms
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Terms and  Hypothefes fomes

what deftruétive and repug--

nant to thofe of Ariftotle, and
by ordering it (o0 ; that thofe
perfons  fhould appear no
friends to the Roman Party,
who were the firft promoters
of them; for by thefe means
the inquifitive men in the Pro-
testant (Chwrches  might  with
great fafery to their Religion
(asic then appeared to them )
embrace and carry on the new
difcoveries of Iraly and France,
and introduce that Liberty of

Phis

Cary ]
Philofophizing which expe-

rienice hath now fhown to be

the molt deftructive Infhru-

ment that could be thought of
to unfettle all the true Princi-
ples of folid Reafon, and to en-
gage our balf-tanght Youth in
wild Difputes, weak (avils, and
everlafting Scephicifm,

For now what hinders buc
thac  Tranfubftantiation ( chat
diltorted Anagram of Reafon
and Religion ) "may pals for
true Gofpel notwichftanding all
the Remonftrances and con-

[ trary




[ 118 7]

trary evidences of our Senfes,
which according to the Dubi-
tations of Des Cartes are the moft
Fallible and deluding witnefles
we can make ufe of, which
miftake fomething in every
Object they converfe with,
and occafion Error by their
moft material reports; tho’
it muft be confefled that ma-
ny of the more “ignorant Bi-
gots in France were very Jea-
lous of this man’s writings e-
ven in refpe& of their Tran-
Jubftantiation , and therefore

they

.'n
4
3

Cued -
they often advifed him to
lay in good * iy gp. ves
{ecurity in his f’j“‘:;’;:;&ﬁ?' 3
new Method for
the Philofophy of the Eucharift,
and to be very cautious of
maintaining any thing in pres
judice of thofe Peripatetic Ac-
cidents which they had fo long

Ador'd, and which his Modifi-
cations might feem to cancel ;
and truly we may believe
that his Metaphyfical Doubtings
have pretty well expiated for

his other Tmovations.
1 4 But
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But befides the Abfurdities
of Tranfubftantiation w hich Scep-
ticifmhath fo much befriended,
all the Rationadl motives of
Credibility, and the truth of
Moral Certainty are by the fame
means rendred precarious and
weak, and Infallibility made to

appear the only fure founda-
tion of our Faith,

For whenthe Proteftants had
allerted a moderate ufe of, and
dependance on their ®Reafon in
Drvie  matters ; when they
had refcu'd themfelves from

che

ST PN
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the intolerable Bondage of a
blind Obedience, and the unacs
countgble Conduét of an ime
plicit Fkaitb; What more expee
dient Artifice could the Polititians
of ®Rome invent to weaken
thefe proceedings, than to
render that ftrong Aid and fup-
port of our Religion the moft
uncertain and contemptible -
Strument we could make ufe
of ; or elfe to advance that
madequate Rele as the only
Fudge and Meafure of all tljat is
Divine 2 both which ways are

cq:..mlly
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equally deftruétive of that
Jobriety of its ufe which our
Chwrch maintains.  And there-
fore we find how Eloguent and
plaufible they are in many of
their Writings when they
touch upon that Topic of re-
nounciag our own ®Reyfon and
Underftanding ; how they ems

blazon its Infirmities, Deceptions,

falfe Inferences, and Fudgments, -

making all the Faculties of
Man, even after the beft im-
provements of t, of Virtue,
and of Grace, a more deplo-

rable

L3 ]

rable Mafs of Corruption, than
the fevereft Calvinift , 10 his

defcriptions of Original Sin.
And from {uch encourage-
ments as thefe our Atheiftical
wits have borrowed their 4
cuter Blafphemies againft Fu-
mane Nature , improving the
Notion, and growing Luxuri-
ant in their Satyrs againft the
Nobleft Workmanfhip in the
vifible Creation; whilft cheir
beft Panegyrics have been fer-
vilely imployed on the Com-
parative Feliiy of mierior Beings,
on




on the Tranquility of Beafts,
and the mnerring In§tinét of fen-
fitive Nature ; endeavouring
by thefe Poetic Phrenfies to
make vain and ridiculous the
Conclufions of the Learned, the
Experiences of the Prudent, and
the Counfels ot the Pious ; for
thefe revilings of Wifdom, and
Aged Dictates are the lictle Po-
licies which take with the fen-
fual and the debauched, with
thofe who have fuch a fuper-
ficial Knowledg of:things as to
think cthat none have more,

and

Ewsj

and who love to meafure all

% (he Certainty and Evidence of
« Reafon by their Schemes of
+ Railery and lufion.
© By then there are fome
~ Contemplative Men, of more
'. fullen Tempers than to be Jeer'd
" out of their Conceptions, and
to have their Syftems baffled by
the Captious and frivolo.us
i Sceptick ; fuchasout of a ‘Pride
. of Diftating, and a fuppofed
Superiority of Parts challenge
@hilofophy as their Province, cry
up their own private Senti-
| ments
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ments for eStablifbed Altions,and
explain Univerfal Nature accors
ding to their own individual
Complexions ; wherefore that
there might be allo an agreea-
ble baic for the Confident and
Dogmatical man, the Neceffity
and Power of Demonftration
muft be highly advanced by
the Faétors for Rome, and no-
lefs than felf<evident
Principles muft juftifie our A,
befim to Religion: and to
create a Reverence for Infalli-
bility, and the particular Tras

< ditions

thing
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ditions of Rome , and allo a
(onfufion and uncertainty in the
Proteftants Principles, the Phie
lofophers and Difputers of the
Age muft be fuborned to cry
up Humane Reafon, asthe on-
ly Fudge of Controverfies, the

~only Tribunal of all Tiuth

and Fulfhood ; whatfoever is
above that muft be either
Phantafm or Centradiction, and
all thofe Sublimities in Religion
which cannot fubmit to the
Rules of Syllogifm, muft be

reproached as the Phrenfies of

an
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an overheated Devotion, or the
Vifions of an Hermis Cell, all
the Pelagian and Socinian pre.
fomptions myft |e induftyi-
oufly encouraged

to  that
H'et;gbt, tl

e the  Protest s
fhall feem ¢o have ng Holy
(ﬂmﬂ among them, po Myftes
¥y of the Trinity, unlef; they
rceurn to the Definitions and
Athority of the Roman See,
The Second Foundation of

the Ditellofty, World which the

Q{r)z/z‘miﬂs have diﬁurbed, Is
gﬂ’f(”‘ﬂlig'-

In
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In Mordlity there are byt
thefe two general (7 onfideratie

ons,

I. The Nature of Good and
LEvil of Juftice and Equity, -

I1. The Rules and Preferip-
tions o accommodate the
mind of Man thereuntro,

As tor the First, *Tis well
known how the Flatterers of
the Roman Conrt, the Canonifts,

and all fuch a5 treat of che

K Power
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Power of the Pope, have with
mighty Attributes, and 3 Divinity
of Terms, made the Bifhop
of Rome the Arbitrarioys Judge
of all Good and Evil) the In-
fallible determiner of all Pirtye
and Vice, aﬂirming that he
can change the nature of Moral
things according to his Pleg-
fure 5 for (o their moge eminent
Champion aflerts, thar if the
Pope thould miftake in coms-
mending Vices, apnd forbid-
ding Virtues | the Church
would be bound o believe

thofe

L v ]
thofe Vices to be good, and
thofe Virtues to be evil, un-
lefs fhe would fin againft
Conlcience, Bel. de Pontif. 4.
€. 5. Seft. 2. and though
fome of them plead the Im-
poffibility of the Suppofal, yet
fad experience hath confirm’d
the matter, and clearly de-
monftrated how the Church of
Rome in fundry inftances has
Canoniz’d the broadeft Impicty
for Virtue, and Tuflice | nay,
for that excefs of Virrue which

they call Meir,

K, And
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And hence it is, that the
Idolizers of Monarchy with
-equal Flattery have attributed
the fame Prerogative to Tem-
poral Princes, making their de-
terminations a publick Confcis
ence, and their Edicts Eternal
Truth : and generally all thofe
Monftrous Opinions, and In-
jurious Abfurdities concerning
the Notion of Good, and Evil,
which at this day difturb che
World, have taken their Rife
and Meafures from the ((on-

troverﬁes of Rome.

Bue
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But then Secondly, *Tis de-
plorably manifeft, with what
Confufions | Obfcurities | and
Diftortions they have darkned
and peplex’'d the moft natu-
ral and neceffary Rules and
prefcriptions of Morality : and
we have now many Volumns
extant to maintain thisCharge
againft chem.

The only natural Spring
and Foundation of all the
good Ofhices of Humanity is
certainly Love | which is a
conftant thirft and endeavour

K 3 of




of being largely beneficial ; of
extending all our (apacities, to
the fervice of our Brethren :
But now inftead of this De

vine Principle of all our Moral

Attions ,  the Romanifts intro-
duce a Spirit of Cruelty , and
Barbarous Dominion 3 their Do-
étrines and daily Prattices con-
tradict not only that efpecial
Christian Precept of Univerfal
Charity, buc all the firft tens
dernefs of  Natural /1ﬂ2&ion}
they declare and profecute
Revenge and Murder, not

iny
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only in relpect of meer fpes
culations ,  and  undeterminable
Modes, but even of thick and
palpable Contradiétions accors
ding to the cleareft Northern
Fudgement we  can make ;
which we muft confels to be
the only Luminary next vo Re-
velation which in this Climate
we are guidedby, How une
neceflary have they made the
exercife of Virtue and an Holy
Life by turning the abfolute
Commands of God into Coun
fel and Admonition, by diftin-

K % guifhing
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guifhing Chriftianity into an exs.

ternal Jewifh Obedience, or a
low Order of Precepts {uffici-
ent to fecure Heaven, and a
[uper-errogating  perfeétion for
thofe only who afpire to the
uppet Seats, and Dignities of
Paradice : By Interpreting all
the Additions to, and Completi=
ons of the Jewifh Law to be
only fome more fplendid Pros
pofals and Recgmmendations
of an higher Digree of Virtue,
and by evacuating all the moft
cxcellent and neceffary Mo

mlir_y
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rality of our Saviours Segmon on
the Mannt, whilft cheywnake
it appear only an Feroical Plat-
form of Counfels for the Melan-
choly and retired.

What an encouragement
have the Vitous from that
unwarrantable diftin&ion of
Sins, into Mortal and Venial !
efpecially when they make
not only thofe fins Venial in
their own Nytwre which pro-
ceed from Infrmity, Surreption,
ftrong Paffion, and  Education,
but the moft dreadful Cataloguc

of
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of Iniguity that canbe thought
on, fuch as Blafphemy, Pros
phanation , Murder Fornication,
Perfidionfuefs, ¢rc. with fome
liccle  qualifications , muft be
fum’d up under that foft de-
nomination.

What a Shop of Authorized
Licenti;i{ﬁz::ﬂ is theit Cafui?tical
Divinity ! whereas Cafes of
Confcience at the beft are buta
Spurious'l:ort of Divinity, for

they being generally rermina- ".

ted on the loweft degree of
goodnefs and  fuftice, are no

thing

39 ]

thing but the Hofpitals of Las
zie and Infirm Nacure, fome
Charitable Provifions in Religion
for declining Virtue. But in
this practical Divinity of the
®Romanifts there is fuch a fepa-
ration of Ends and Ations, fuch
a Confecrating of Villany by
the Gaodnefs, or raﬁ;;?tixe In-
tereft of the Intention, and fuch
compaffionate Circumftances to be
met with among theig Dottors
to render the moft dreadful
Tranfgreﬂidns flight and veni=
al, to palliate and ftupifie the

moft
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moft jut Remorfes of Pre
fumptuous Sinners ; fuch a Lati-
titude of Wucleamefs in their
Cafes on the feventh (Command-
ment, where their de:ermi-
nations  concerning  Pleafure
are many times as loofe and
Voluptuous as the Doctrines
of Ariftippus and  Epicurus 5 in
a word, thereis fuch a gene-
ral Politick compliance with all
thofe Pitions Tempers by which
that Fation is upheld, chat if
that be Chriftian Religion which
they profefs, then the Prote-

Shants
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§tants have nothing bur Honeft
Heathenifm to govern their
Lives and Ations by.
- The Third Pilllar of the
Intelle€tual World which the Roe

“mans have difordered, is Civil

(overnment.

And this of late hath been
fo common an Argument
both from Pulpit and Prefs,
and is fo notorioufly evident
both from their Eftablifhed Do-
Strines,; and continual Praélices,
that a very few obfervations,
and  Remembrances may  be

thought
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chought fufficient to difpacch
this Head. |

Wherefore we may coms
pendioufly refleét how the

Romanists have been the great

difturbers of Civil  Govern-

ment.

1. By perplexing its true No-
tion, and fundamental Rife.

1. By Weakning all ics ne-
ceffary and cflencial fecaritics.

I.- By’

FETeC N

NI A T 1 e
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I. By perplexing its erue No-
tion and fundamental Rife.

It is well known how the
warm pretenfions of Rome a-
gainft the power of Princes in
Ecclefiaftical matters hath in-
gaged its Champions on the di-
minution and Vilifying even
of their Temporal Turifdiction
too ; and encouraged them
to make all Givil Soveraignty
precarious and depending,
cither on the Will of the Pope,
that Monfbrons head of Amar-

Chy H
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chy; oron the pleafure of the
Multitude, that Monftrous Bo-
dy of Confufion : whence their
Political  Whritings are every
where full of large Pleas for
Rebellion, of {pecious Colours
and Incitements for Amnbitions
and Afpiring Men; whilft in-
ftead of the Solemn Ordinance of
God, the Natural, Jewifh,and
Chriftian Do&rine of Subjection,
they have amufed the World
with groundlels & imaginary
forms of Empir *, with fubtill

and pernitious Schemes of

Strife,
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Strife, Pride, and eternal Difs

cord: and we may with much

certainty averr, that all thofe
eager Contentions in our late dark
Age, concerning Givil Authority,
Wwhere and in whom the Supreme
Power fhould be placed, what
was its Original, ics Nature, its
Extent ¢ how far Qbedience was
required, in what circumftan-
ces it ceafed, when refiftance bes
came a Duty, and fuch like
extravagancies of Stated mad-
nefs , were nourifhed and
maintained by Fefuitical Dis

L SHinctions
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frinStions ; particularly , thac
‘pretence of making ufe of
the Kings Authority againft his
Perfon, was a noted Stratagem

in the Floly League of France.
II. They have weakned all

the neceffary and effential Se-
curities of (ivil Government.

- All the Rational fecurity that
isin Government arifes,

I. From the Natural Confcis

ence of Good and Evil, of Ju-
ftice and Equity, feated in e-
very Subjects Breaft.

II. From

[i47 ]
II. From the Civil Confeis
énce which is fuperinditced by
the obligation of ari Oath.

As for the First Securits
Wwhich confifts in Natial Con-
Jeience we have already inftan-
ced in our Topic of Morality
how miiferably the Romanifts
have under-min'd that Princie
ple, By making it truckle to
the determination and plea-
fure of theirPope:  And al-
though that whieh we call
the Civil Confeience, {which a¢

L 3 rifes
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rifes from the obligation of an
Oath, depends chiefly on the
Natural one, [ for he who has
not a primary Sence of good
and evil as he ftands in Relation
to God,will have little regard
o bis Covenants with Man,

when eicher his Interest,his Pa/-

fion or his Humor fhall {olicit
to the contrary Jyet have they
attempted by farther Evafions
perfetly to deftroy ‘the whle
defign of an Oath notwith-
{tanding the Remonftrances
of Natwral Confcience ; and

that
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that either in preventing its
ever taking hold of men, by
their Doctrine of Equivocation ;
or elfe in fhifting off its Force
and Authoriry by the Difpen-
jattom of their Popes. And is it
not an amazingSubject to con-
fider, thac that 48 which the

{  Heathens badin fuch mighey

Reverence, which Cicero calls
a Religious Affirmation in the pre.
Jence of God, the Divinity of
Faith, which is taken wich
that dreadful Solemnity of
calling on the Almighty to be

L3 an
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an immediate Afferter of the
Truth and an Avenger of the
Perjury, and which God him-
{elf hath condefcended to as
a Security to his own Peracity,
that I fay this Compendinm of
Divine Waorfbip fhould lay no
more real Tie, and Reftraine
on Men, through the Diftins
gions, Referves, and  permiffs-
ons of Rome ; than the Dreams
of Bondage, or the Ima-
ginary Chains of Lovers! In
a word, the whole civil Cone
fticution of England, and of o-

\ ther
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ther Countries in our Circum-
ftances is according to the
Principles of the Romanifts,
no other than 2 Confederacy
and an agreement of Robbers :
for they hold that we have no
King, no Subjetls, no Parlia-
ment, no Laws, no Liberties,
no Properties :and indeed none
of the Reft, becaufe not the
laft.

That fuch are the Roman
Principles, their continual Trea:
Jons and Confpiracies fufficient-
ly evidence, elpecially this
| L 4 late
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late Hellifh ®lot, the difcovery
and prevention of which bath
in 3 manner engroffed the
whole Wifdom and united Saga-
city of {ucceflive Parliaments ;

and yet the Vein runs deep fhill,

the amazement is ftill great even

on the awakened Senfe of the
- Nation. Surely our Enemies
thought to entitle Feaven tq
their Plot, even by placing it
folow ; as thofe who dig be-
yond the Centre ate {aid to dig
upwards. The unfolding of
this Confpiracy feems a bufinefs

toQ

1y,
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too mnweildy for the rafthnefs of
Haft, it requires the (low ade

vances of working Engines, and

a temperate Detebion 5 that its

pure, unmingled Malice may
be drawn out with leifure
and obfervation , and all

~ Mankind may have a Calm

and Judicious view of the
whole Anatomy of its Difcove-

Surely our Natives wichout
a Foraign degeneracy, witheut
an Importation of Sin, could ne-
ver have been guilty to fucha
Forlornnefs,




L o154 ]
lornnefs,could never have de-
figned fuch contradictions ta
Religim and  Nature ; they
could not without the aids
of Spdmﬁ) and Ttalian Mas
lice have entailed Revenge up-
on Pofterity, and bequeathed
their Nephews the. Reverfion
of Murther! This is Poli-
tick Offence to out-fin Probabili-
ty,to appear Innocent, by be-
ing to fuch excefs,Inhumane.

That fuch Religious Butche-
ries fhould be contrived a-
gainft | fo Juft, fo Merciful a
King. | - For

Loss ]

For though his younger
years came roughly on amidft
the Rage and Fury of a (il
War ; though He had been
jultly exafperated with the
moft Barbarous Murder of a
Fatber ; the beft of Fathers;
the beft of Kings! that we
had reafon to expect his re-
turn like that of a Gyant re-
frefhed with Wine, full of in-
dignation , Revénge , and
Slaughter, yet has he ruled
our Kingdom as {ome Angel-is
fupqued to rulea Sphere ; his

Govern-
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Government has been as gen-
tle as that of an Inrelligence and
his Ediéts as mild as the Laws
of Reafon. When he might
have called down Fire from
Heaven on his wnnatural Sub-
jeéts, he chofe to fend up In-
cenfe chither; and has not fo
much Punifb’d as Aiton'd for
their Rebellions, And behold !
when he was labouring to u-
nite all Ewrope, to foften the
incomplyances of Armed Em-
pires, and to reconcile the
Jealoufies of Power , that he

himfelf
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himfelf fhould be made the
publick Mark, -and the Ceffation
abroad only give leifure to the
Treacheries of his own Conrt !
whillt the Ambitions and the
Cruel lye embofom’d in the
Love and Secwrity of theirSlaves,
are honoured with Panegyricks
and Triumphal Arches s as if
only an open War could Fence
off fecret Treafons, as the
Plague is faid to keep out
all other Diftempers; and that
Clemency , that greac. property
that diftinguifhes a King of

Men
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Men from & King of Beafts ;
fhould render Loyalty Con-
temptible, and rob the Crown
of its Prerogatives! yer fo
men have Murmsred againft
Providence it felf becaufe of its
Longsfufferings, and rafhly pro-
nounced there was mo God,
becaufe he was fo Merciful.

" But Heaven hath with re-
peated Miracles aflured us, that
our King is too Dear a pledge to
be delivered over to the Fury
of an Affaffimate: He who was
~ protected by the fhade of an
| | 0.k,
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Oak, caniiot be lefs fecure un-
der the Coverings of the Al
mighty : fo David could never
have faln by the-Spear of Saul,
for his prefervation was upheld
by Prophefie. Wherefore let
the Mountains of Gilbosb be
fruicful, and the Inhabicants
of the Ifles rejoyce, for behold
our moft Gracious Soveraign ftill
lives! and may he live, to
grow old in Empire, to blefs
his Nation wich Aged Hands,
to make his Council ftill wifer

by the experience of his Dan-
gers




©ooons.

The lat Pillar and Foundas
tion of the Iutelleétual World,
which the Romanifts have dil-
ordered, is Religion.

Having already manifefted
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gers, and all Pofterity amazed
with cthe Hiftory of his proteéti-

how the Romanists have cor-
rupted Reafon, defaced HMo-
rality , and undermined Go-
vernment, our laft Topic, Re-
ligion, (of which thefe three
are no inconfiderable Branches)
may feem in a great mealure

to
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to have been already hand-
led; but however there is
a peculiar confideration refer-
ved for this head which confifts
in charging them with thofe
impious and intolerable Abufes
which they have offered to
Divine Revelation and the Ho=
ly Scriptures in general : For
what Difficulties | Obfcurities,
and uncertainties have they
afcribed to that Eafie, Perfpi-
cuous, and Infallible Rule!
that they might deter the
Proteftants from making i

M their




[ 162 ]
their Canon, and advance their

own wmwritten Traditions into
its place ¢ they efteem our

Tranflated Bible to be only an

Afylum for Hereticks, and Schif=

maticks, a Refuge for the Dif-
obedient and Runagate,where
they may fhelter themfelves
under doubtful Texts , grow
obftinate in their own Interpres
tations, and revile the Autho-
rity of the (atholick Church .
It is reported that there was
once held a Confult in Rome
whether they {hould expunge
all

L1637
all St. Pauls Epiftles, as be-
ing the noted Mint of Se-
peratin‘x?r Doltrines ; nay, they
account the whole Body
of the Scriptures the moft
~ pernitions Engines that men
could ever have been ins
trufted wich : and he who fe-
rioufly confiders thofe Indigni=
ties and Inveéhives which they

- have caft upon thofe Sacred Vos

lumns will be apt to believe
that fome of them at leaft are
fcarce agreed among them-
felves, whether their Original
M 2 was
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was from Heaven or from
Hell. ' |
What Provocations, what

Warrants are fuch hints as
thefe to a vitious Age 2 What

confidence and fecurity will
the nti-Scripturift  afflume,
when he fhall refle¢t how
thofe who pretend to have
had the fole Cufody of the
Scripture-Canon , and to have
been the great Guardians of
Revelation ever fince the Apo-
ftles times, fhall be found to
[light, Contenn, and Blafpheme

thole
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thofe reverend Truths 2 what
havock of (hriftian Religion muft
that Man make in whom Origi-
nal Sin {hall chance to be im-
proved and made, bold by Edu-
cation, Cuftom, Flabit, and the
applanfe of Vice; be made pow-
erful and Eloquent by the
advantages of Wit and Parts ;
and efpecially when he fhall
have his Argument recommen-
ded to him by the Learning and
Merits of a Cardmal, by the
Authority of the ®Romans Sce !

N 3 If
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- If we now look back and
take a Survey of thofe Ruines
which I bave only pointed at,

“what a Landskip of Deformir
.ty will the Intelleftual World ap-
pear 2 {uch a Confufion, fucha
Chaos as nothing but an Al
mighty Wifdom can bring it to
the beauty of Order again, no-
thing but a Civil Creation can
re-eftablifh it: and altho ‘we
cannot but acknowledg it a
just Judgment of God upon us,
yet 1 hope I have demonftra-
ted how the Papifts have been

the
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 the immediate Executioners; as

‘the Devil himfelf is {aid to be

fubfervient to the ends of Pro-
vidence in thofe very Aftions
wherein he intends nothing
but his own Malice ; and if
ever we hope to fettle the
Foundations of the Intellettual
World amongft us, we muft
with true Cowrage and Zeal,
with Heart and Soul renounce
all manner of Popery, not on=
ly that which is openly pro-
feffled in theit known and
Connnon Doftrines, but alfo that

M 4 which
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which is fecretly difguiz’d in
Sects and Falbions.

 Yet let this difinal Survey
which I have now given be
no objetion to the goodnefs
of God and the Promifes of
Chrift, for fuffering cthe little
‘Remmant of his Religion to be
almoft devoured and under-
min’d by the Tyranny and
Craft of Anti-Christ: whilft
by the Coutroverfies of the
Chutch our Saviour only exa-
mines the foundnefs of our

Faith, and by the Afflickions |
of
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of it the Sincerity of our
Love.

For God be praifed we have
ftill fome amongft us who
can, and dare affert the juft
Prerogative of Reafon, ‘and
maincain its ample fubfervi-
ency to Religion, both to
make void the neceffity of an
Infallible (Chair, and to curb
the extravagancies of Enthu-
fiafm : the C lamors and Noifes
of Sceptical men, have only
canghe their Reafon its furcft
guard, brought it out of its

Eclipﬁz,




{

L 170 ]
Eclipfe, and awakened it into
a fuller Orb of Evidence.
Alfo the pure and immacu-
Tlate Rules of Moral Righteouf-
nefs ftill fhine in our prattical
Divinity ; where the Precepts
of Chrift are faithfully inter-
preted to their utmoft Perfecti-
on, and their utmoft perfection
is made our Rule and Duty.
Government has its peculiar
Royalty in the DoCtrines
owr Chwrch, it has a Ti-
tle in other Places, but a
true Empire here, in our Con-
[hitutions
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§hitutions tho not in our Pra.
@ices, Religionand Loyaley
go hand in hand, Righteouf-
nefs and Peace embrace each
other, Here the true Church
of Chrift is our EStablifhed
Center, and Oh that the Civil
Power were its jut Circe of
Defence. . |

Here laftly Divine Revels-

tion enjoys its full Splendor
and Reverence, in its tranflas
ted Form, ’tis a Pillar of Fire, a
Clond without any Darknefs,the
Inmediate Prefence of the Lord

~ both
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both to conduét us, and fecure
us Victory; by this alone we
can hope to withftand the
~ Fury of the Nations, the Gates
of Hell, and Plots of Papits.
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