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PREF ACE •. 

THE following work is an attempt to present the oratorical 

features of the American Revolution. The political history 

of the country lftts been ably written. Vivid delineations of 

our early martial heroes are also before the public. All the 

great leaders in the various departments of statesmanship, 

literature, science and art, have received the meed of skillful 

scrutiny and discriminated praise. In view of this general 

appreciation of our illustrious fathers, it is the more remark

able that so little attention has been paid to the particular 

merits of the great leaders of the American forum. True, a 

good deal has been said of them in biographical sketches, 

legislative history, and traditionary annals; but we are not 

aware that any work has heretofore been devoted to a criti

cal and comprehensive examination of our great orators as 

such. Many pointed allusions and partial descriptions lie 
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XlV PREFACE. 

about in books of various kinds, facts, anecdotes, and frag

mentary sentiments, which are to a full analysis of specific 

traits and the judicious estimate of individual worth, what a 

confused mass of indefinite outlines are to a gallery of elabo

rate full-lengths, each distinctly drawn, rounded into sym

metrical shape and colored with appropriate tone. 

Our leading speakers, in Colonial and Reyolutionary times, 

were distinguished not more for their general ability, than 

for the wonderful 6riginality of talent with which each in 

particular was characterized. To indicate this individuality 

of oratorical excellence, and the results which by a mighty 

unity in diversity were produced, is the object of the present 

publication. 

Each one of the following portraitures briefly comprehends .. 
the 'earthly career of its subject; but, in accordance with the 

above avowal, the reader m~y expect to meet with historical 

details, only so far as they are requisite to explain the pre

liminary training and elucidate the pecnliar eloquence of the 

master under consideration. The dates and circumstances 

employed for this purpose the author has gathered from all 

the resources within his reach. 

It will be observed that several of the personages herein 

Ie 

portrayed do not strictly belong to the Revolutionary period ' ) 

of our history. But, like the great patriots who preceded 

them in the battles of life and solemnities of death, their 

merits are worthy of profound study and perpetual emulation. 
if. 

PREFACE. xv 

The last four names in the present series represent an impres

sive group, more recently departed, from whom we may here

after turn to contemplate the Living Orators in America. 

E. L. M. 
Oincinnati, July 4th, 1848. 
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CHAPTER r. 

THE BATTLE-FIELDS OF EARLY AMERICAN 
ELOQUENCE. 

G~'EAT is the power of local association. To none is 
its influence indifferent, but it is the most thrilling to 
minds of the most delicate tone. Reverence for the 

t ' scenes of exalted·deeds is a noble instinct planted in our 
hearts for noble ends. It is inarticulate adoration ad· 
dressed, not more to the understanding than to the heart. 
To be in a high degree void of this, is an evidence of 
personal ignominy and a presage of deserved oblivion. 

Doctor Johnson, in a well-known. passage, happily 
refers to those feelings, which local associations awaken 
in the refined bosom. On arriving at Icolmkill, in his 
"Tour to the Western- Islands," he wrote: 

" Weare now treading that illustrious island, which 
was once the luminary of the Caledonian regions, 
whence sava;ge clans and roving barbarians derived the 
benefits of knowledge and the b1essings of religion. To 
abstract the mind from all local emotion would be im
possible if it were endeavored; and would be foolish if 
it were possible. Whatever withdraws us from the 
power of the senses; whatever makes the past, the dis
tant, or the future predominate over the present; ad-

.. 
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vances US in the dignity of thinking beings. Far from 
r~e, a~d from;uy friends, be such frigid philosophy as 
may conduct us, indifferent and> unmoved, over any 
ground;which h~S;,~eendignified by 'wisdom, bravery or 

. virtue. That ma11'is little to be envied whose patriot
ism would not gain force on the plain of Marathon, or 
whose piety would not grow warmer among the ruins 
of lona." 

The associations which are the most affectinO' are o 

mora1. The venerable monuments of the past, and 
localities connected with which great events transpired, 
are invested .with irresistible attractions to a susceptible 
heart and cultivated mind. They snatch the soul away 
in rapture, as if it had already traversed the tomb, and 
on the bosom of immensity imbue it with the inexhausti
ble. glories which Jehovah has diffused through the 
Ul1lverse: 

.~ - -:!-

" The mind hath no horizon,. 

It looks beyond the eye, and seeks for mind 
In all it sees, in all it sees o'erruiing." 

It was with reference to this power of local associa
tion th~t t~e ancient poet, when describing the battle of 
Salamis, together with the temples -of their ,gods, and the 
persons of those most dear to them, menti;ned a}s,ythe 
"tombs' of their. fathers as the objects best fitted to rouse 
t~e courage and inflame the patriotism of the Athenians' 
in times of peril. Cicero beautifully alludes to the 
pleasure, which every accomplished mind experiences 
'\vhen exercise~ on the spots sanctified by illustrious 
characters. ' 1 Germanicus'wisited Athens with venera-

r 

FIELDS OF EARLY AMERICAN ELOQ,UENCE. 19 

. 
tion; and during his stay, divested himself of every 
insignia of power. A.:ttjells paus,ed with awe among its 
tombs and monuments:

1 
Julian <shed tears, on quitting 

its bowers and groves: j Leo Allatries
J 
wept over the ruins 

of a house which was said once to have belonge'd to Ho
mer. And why are the ruins of that illustrious city so 
thrilling to a cultivated and reflecting mind? Because 
it was the focus of intelligence; the arena of the noblest 

strife of the noblest heroes. 
Still do we trace there the bold terrace of th~' Pnyx'; 

the scene of the stormy assemblies of the free people of 
Athens, and the battle-ground of her mightiest orators. 
Hither resorted the intellectual sovereigns of the world; 

the patriots who 

" Shook the arsenal, and fulmined over Greece, 
To IVlacedon and ARTAXERXES' throne." 

It ,vas thence that. Demos.thenes spoke, and excited or 
calmed the sea of popular commotion, more powerful 
than the JEgean, whose billows, dashing near, mingled 
their roar with the thunders of his eloquence. 

There is a hallowed fellowship existing between all 
master minds. The most meritorious are always the 
first to recognize the claims of merit in others, thG 
acutest to feel their excellence, and the most eloquent to 
proclaim their worth. When.C5cero visited Athens, he 

wrote the following query:' 
"Shall I ascribe it to a law of our nature, or to a de

lusive habit of mind, that when we look upon the scenes 
which illustrious men of old frequented, our feelings are 
more deeply exci ted than even by hearing the record of 

. 1 
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t~eir ~eeds, or p~rusing the ,yorks of th~ir genius? 
Such IS the emotIOn I now experience, when I think, 
that here Plato· was accustomed to discourse; these gar
dens arq~nd us not,merely recall the idea of the sage to 
my memory, but place, as' it. were, his very form be-

_, fore my e~es. Here, too{ 'S..J2eHsippUS-' taught; here 
XeJl.9_~_tes, here his disciple~ P'?kmon ;' this is the very 
seat he used to occupy." 

From these words of the great son of Rome, turn for 
a moment to the scene of his grandest struggles, that 
arena whereon the mightest spirits met in tenible con
flict, 'the Forum. Here, while Romans were freemen 
all state affairs were debated in the most public manner: 
and the spot perhaps deserved the praise of being "the 
noblest theatre on this side of heaven." Elevated in 
th.e mi~st of the great squ~r~. was the rostra, from which, 
WIth hl~ eyes· fixed on t~e capitol, which im~ediately 
faced hUll, and the Tarpelan rock, with which the t . . . . mos 
ImpreSSIve aSsoCIatIOns of honor and infamy wer _ e con-
nected, the noblest of orators, "wielded at will the fierce 
democracy," filling all bosoms with a passionate love of 
freedom and the glory of the Roman race C· . , , '. . lcero, In 
hIS ,:"ork de F'lmbus, has mdicated a fine trait of his 
character in the following remark: 

',' ?f:en when I enter the senate house, the sha~es of 
SqlplO, of Cato, a.nd of Lrelius, and in: particular of my 
venerable grandfather, rise to my imagination." 

Everyelegant mind will be thus haunted in the same 
localities;, . . 

~he scene that beneficent SpIrIts have visited "re
mams hallowed to all time," says Schiller; it is still 
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"Blessed, though robbers haunt the place." Southey 
.. adds, "He whose heart is not excited upon the spot 

which a martyr has sanctified by his sufferings, or at the 
grave of one who has largely benefitted mankind, must 
be more inferior to the multitude by his moral, than he 
can possibly be raised above them in his intellectual 
nature," Weare indebted to the influence of local as
sociation, for one of the most valuable productions in 
moder~ history. It was in the Church of St. . Maria 
~.Ara Cedi, on the Capitoline Hill at Rome, as GjQQQJl 
himself tells us: "On the fifteenth of October, 1764, as he 
sat musing amid the ruins of the capitol, while the bare
footed friars were singing Vespers, that the idea of writ
ing the Decline and Fall of the city first started to his 

mind." 
Why is Pompeii so full of thrilling associations to the 

thoughtful traveller? It is because he there views a 
city that was old when CHRIST was a babe, the well pre
served h?mes of a thousand happy circles all of whom 
perished long before our ancestors had a language or the 
world a substantial hope. It is a city that reposed 
twenty centuries in the bosom of the earth, with nations 
trampling above, while its monuments and decorations 
have been so well preserved, and now stand out so 
brightly in brilliant day, that a contemporary of Augus
tus, returning to its sheets, its forums, its temple-fanes 
and tesselated boudoirs, might exclaim: 

"I greet thee, 0 my country 1 my dwelling is the only 
spot upon the earth which has preserved its form; an 
immunity extending even to the smallest objects of my 
affection. Here is my couch; there are my favorite 
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authors. My paintings, also, are still fresh as when the 
ing~nious artist ,spread them over my walls. Come, let ~ 
us traverse the town; let us visit the drama; I recog
nize the spot where I joined for the first time in the 
plaudits given to the fine scenes of Terence and Euri
pides. Rome is but o:ne vast museum; Pompeii is a 
living antiquity." 

On visiting the universities of Cambridge and Oxford, 
the ingenuous scholar is inspired by the genius of the 
place. He remembers that within those venerable ,vans, 
~ and Johnson, Bacon and N e"Yyton pursued the 
walks ot science, and thence soared to the most elevated 
heights of literarY,renown. It was the same noble emu
lation that Tully experienced at Athens, when he con
templated the po!-,tico where Socrates s,at, and the laurel 
grove where Plato discoursed. 

But the most interesting associations we can explore 
are those connected "Yvith the early struggles of our 
country to be free. This' topic is the most important, 
and we shall dwell on it more at length. 

In glancing at the historical events of our Revolution, 
we escape from the obscurity which invests the" dim 
:;J,nd shadowy visions" of a remoter past. We contem
plate an age crowded, inaeed, with unparalleled and 
stupendous events, but one perfectly authentic ~nd lu
minous with the highest degree of splendor. Mr .. i\liso,n .. 
describes the era of our national birth in the followinO' . . c 

high strain of eloquence :, 

"The ,reign of George III., embraces; beyond ~ll 
question, the mos~ eventful and .important period i!l the 
annals of mankind. In its eventful days were combined 

r~'<"(·. ' ... " ,a; - 'iii 'nr 
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the growth of Grecian democracy with the passions of 
"Roman ambition; the fervor of plebeian zeal with the 

pride of aristocratic power; the blood of l\ln,rius with 
the genius of Cresar; the opening of a nobler hemisphere 
to the enterprize of Columbus, with the rise of a social 
ngent as mighty as the press or the powers of steam. 

"But if new elements were calleel into action in the 
social world, of surpassing strength and energy, in the 
course of this memorable reign, still more remarkable 
were the characters which rose to eminence during 
its continuance. The military genius, unconquerable 
courage, and enduring constancy of Frederic; the ar
dent mind, burning eloquence, and lofty patriotism of 
Chatham; the incorruptible integrity, sagacious intel
leet, and philosophic spirit of Franklin; the disinterested 
virtue, prophetic wisdom, and imperturbable fortitude of 
,V ASHINGTON; the masculine understandjng, feminine 
passions, and blood-stained ambition of Catharine, would 
alone have been sufficient to cast a radiance ovel' any 
other age of the \vorlel. But !:>right as were the stars of 
its morning light, more brilliant still was tbe constella
tion which shone forth in its meridian splendor, or cast 
a glow over the twilight of its evening shades. Then 
were to be seen the rival genius of Pitt and Fox, which, 
emblematic of the antagonist powers which then con
vulsed mankind, shook the British Senate by their vehe
mence, and roused the spirit destined, ere long, for the 
dearest interests of humanity, to array the world in 
arms; then the great soul of Burke cast off the unworld-

.ly fetters of ambition or party, and, fraught with a 
giant's force and a prophet's wisdom, regained its destiny 
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in the cause of mankind; then the arm of Nelson cast 
its thunderbolts on every shore, and preserved unscath_ 
ed in the deep the ark of European freedom; and, ere 
his reign expired, the wisdom of Wellington had erected 
an impassible barrier to Gallic ambition, and said, even 
to the deluge of imperial power, "Hitherto shalt thou 
come and no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed." Nor -:vere splendid genius, heroic virtue, gi
gantic wickedness, wanting on the opposite side of this 
heart-stirring conflict. \ Mirabeau;had thrown over the 
morning of the French Revolution the brilliant but de
ceitful light of Democratic genius; Danton had colored' 
its noo'ntide glo",;, with the passions and the energy of tri-

b .. 'C { umtlan power;i arnoUhad exhibited the combination, 
rare in a corrupted age, of Republican energy with pri
vate virtue; :Robespierre)had darkened its evening days 
by the blood and agony of selfish ambition; Napoleon 
had risen like a meteor over its midnight darkness, 
dazzled the world by the brightness of his genius and the 
lustre of his deeds, and lur~d its votaries, by the deceitful 
blaze of glory, to perdition. 

"In calmer pursuits in the tranquil walks of science 
and literature, the same age was, beyond all others, fruit. 
ful in illustrious men. DOQ~Q~J ohnson,. the strongest 
intellect and the most profound observer of the eighteenth 
century; Gibb9.n the architect of a bridge over the dark 
gulf whi~hseparates ancient from modern times, whose 
vivid genius has tinged with brilliant colors the greatest 
historical work in existence; :ijume, whose simple but 
profound history will be coeval with the long and event
ful. thread -of English story; Robertson, who first threw 

.. 
.. ~ 
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over the maze of human events the light of philosophic 
genius and the spirit of enlightened reflection; gray, 
whose burning thoughts had been condensed in words 
of m?re than classic beauty; I}urns, whose lofty soul 
spread its ovvn pathos and dignity o,:er the" short and 
simple annals of the poor ;"ISmith,; who called into 
existence a new science, fraught with the dearest in
terests of humanity, and nearly brought it to perfection 
in a single life-time; )Reid)who carried into the recesses 
of. the ~uman mind the torch of cool and sagacious in
qUlry; ISte'.vart, '\vho cast a luminous glance over the 
philosophy of mind, and warmed the inmost recesses of 
metaphysical inquiry by the delicacy of taste and the 
glow of eloquence ;':'Vatt,\vho added an unknown power 
to the resources of art,. and in the regulated force of 
steam, discovered the means of approximatino- the most 

. b 

dlstant parts of the earth, and spreading in the wilder.: 
ness of nature the wonders of European enterprise and 
the blessings of Christian civilization; these formed 
some of the ornaments of the period, during its earlier 
and more pacific times, forever memorable in the annals 
of scientific acquisition and literary greatness." 

The colonial and revolutionary history in this country 
comported with the intellectual character of the age just 
sketched. The founders of our colonies, the Wintnrops, 
the Smiths, the Raleighs, the Penns, the Oglethorpes, 
were among the most accomplished scholars and ele
gant writers, as well as the most elevated and pure 
spirits of their time. They were men of severe morali
ty and unblemished integrity, as distinguished for private 
purity as for public virtue. Being driven in~. war, they 

2 . 
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drew their swords for. opinion's sake; haying .entered 
the contest on conscientious grounds, they deemed DO 

sacrifice too· great to be made in defence of their rights. 

" Such 'were the men of old, whose tempered blades 
Dispersed the shackles of usurpeJ control, 
And hewed them link from link: then Albion'S sons 

Were sons indeed; they felt a filial heart 
Beat high within them ata mother's 'wrongs; 
And shining each in his domestic sphere 
Shone brighter still when called to public view." 

Diodorus Siculus tells us that the forest of the Pyre
nean mountaIns being set on fire, and the heat penetrat
ing the soil, a pure strearn of silver gushed forth from 
the earth's bosom, and revealed for the first time the 
existence of those mines afterwards so celebrated. So, 
in circumstances of severe trial, intellectual resources 
are developed iR copious and splendid profusion. 
. The heroical pioneers of freedom in our land ,vere not 

only conscious of the dignity and importance ,of the im
. mediate consequences of their acts, but .they were 

prophetic of the future grandeur which tbeir country was 
destined to attain. The spirit oHofty and wise patriotism 

. was diffused through all classes, and the resolute deter
mina.tion to resist oppression was shared by all. Ameri. 
can mothers early learned, like the Spartan matron, to 
say to their sons marching to·battle, " Return victorious, 

or .return no more." 
Another striking feature in our p~imitive annals was 

the unanimity of purpose and action which subsisted 
among all the early patri<?ts. The parent colonies teem 
withch_ "unborrowed from the eye." They abound 

"i' . , cI, ei- j •• 
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with scenes which memory has sanctified, history com
memorated, and poetry adorned; every rivulet has its 
hallowed associations, every secluded lake and untamed 
forest haunts the imagination with reminiscences of 
savage times; every field has its tale of blood, every 
shore its record of suffering, and" not a mountain lifts 
its head unsung," or unworthy of heroic strains. Al

though the external aspect of nature is becoming rapidly 
changed by the inroads of unexampled enterprise, and 
many vestiges of primitive wildness are swept away, 

still 
" A spirit hangs, 

Beautiful region! o'er thy towns and farms, 
Statues and temples, and memorial tombs." 

But one impulse moved our fathers in the great work 
they were com,missioned to perform. Each one was full 
of the sentiment of Grattan, "I never will be satisfied so 
long as the meanest of mortals has a link of the British 
chain clanking on his limbs; and the declaration is plant
ed, and though great men should apostatize, yet the 
cause shall live; and though the public speaker should 
die, yet the immortal fire shaH outlast the organ that con
veyed it, and the breath of liberty, like the word of the 
holy· man, will not die with the prophet, but surv·ive 

him." 
That spirit has survived its first propagators, enhanc

ed in value, if possible, by the recollection that. equally 
in the remotest sections, there was unanimous prompti
tude for a common defence, and not one recreant among 

avowed patriots to disgrace their toil. 
The blood that was shed in the war of the'(;~evolution, 

, ,- ~ '@ t w $ , 
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was shed in the defence of essential rights, and to secure 
independence for all. The bond of mutual sympathy 
was strong, and the interchange of patriotic labors de
lightful. The most glorious victories of the south, were 
won by a northern .general;· and the greatest achieve-

. men ts north of the Potomac, ·distinguishes the name of a 
southern officer. Patriotsdid not then stop to calculate 
tRe value of the Uni<fu, and strike'a balance between 
imaginary and substantial allegiance to a common coun
try;. Then the richest consolation men enjoyed in life 
and in death, was that their sacred trust as statesmen 
and, fellow citizens had been discharged with equal 

. fidelity to every porti.on of the struggling land; and that 
the fruits of that fidelity, consecrated with their tears 
and blood, were entailed on their latest posteritv. Not 
yet are statues and columns, and temples dedicated to 
each of that immortal band. Perhaps the most appro
priate I{lonument and which best comports with their 
character and-fame, is the one they themselves erected; 
the simple and sublime grandeur of our vast Republic. 

The influence of local association is strongly felt' in;P .. iJfii; 
the bosom of every American who visits the crumbling' , 
:r:uins-of Jamestown) ",Glorious still in all her old decay;" 
or- the unwasted-· rock at Plymouth; the solid shore on 
which the Pilgrims first stepped, and which is immortal 

,like Marathon or Nazareth. 'Truly said the great states
man'of-the north: 
"W~ 'shall not stand ,unmoved on the shore of Ply

mouth,. while ·the sea continues to vv:ash. it;, nor will our 
brethren in another early:and ancient colony forget- the 
place of ~~rst establishmeni, tiil their river shall cease 

r 
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to flow by it. No vigor of youth, no maturity of man
hood, will lead the nation to fOfget the spots where its 
infancy ,vas cradled and defended:" 

He must have sensibilities dull indeed who can con
template unmoved the original dresses still preserved in 
"Pilgrim Hall;" the very plates from which our ances
tors feasted and thanked God, and the venerable records 
in which their ,own hands inscribed the incidents of their 
fiest days on this continent, the most sad and sublime of 
history. "Vlhere a sp~ing rises or a river flows," says 
Seneca, " There should we build altars and offer sacri
fices." We feel the force of this sentiment when we 
bend over the" sweet and delicate springs of water," for 

. which the Pilgrims rendered especial grl;ttitude, and which 
are still' gushing at the foot of that hill, hard by the 
sounding sea, on the dreary summit· of which, in that 
bleak December, the first germs of our nation sought a 
refuge amid drifting snows. Commerce is now busy 
there, wealth, science.and art are multiplying their monu
ments all around, but. O! let them not encroach on the 
,sac~ed precincts of that hill's summit-the first burial

.~'. ground of our land; leave that as a hal10wed shrine 
where the remotest descendants of the pure and the free 

. ..,. 
fr~m his hearth far-off by the shore of the Pacific, may 
come and listen to the Idndred tones of the Atlantic, and 
the holy melody of night-winds as they sigh a perpetual 
requiem. over the graves of the first victims of that 
drea~ful· ,winter, Carver, White, Rose Standish, and 
Mary Allerton. In the~ language, of a distinguished 
poet, now living in New England, may we not 

exclaim: 
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" Oh! if the young enthusiast bears 
O'er weary waste and sea the stone 

'Which crumbled from the Forum's stairs 
Or round the Parthenon; 

Or olive-bough from some wild tree, 
Hung over old Thermopylre : 

"If 'leaflets from some hero's·tomb, 
Or moss-wreath torn from ruins hoary . , 

Or faded flowers whose sisters bloom 

On fields renowned in st6ry ; 
Or fragments from the Alhambra'S crest, 
Or the gray rock by DruiJs blest! 

.~' If it be true that things like these 
To heart and eye bright visions bring, 

Shall not far holier memories 

To these memorials cling 1 

'Which need no mellowing mist of time 
To hide the crimson stains of crime! 

But the most remarkable characteristic of our early 
history is, ·that Providence seems to have assigned each 
man an especial duty, and to have marked each battle ... 
field of forensic strife with distinguished honors. It is'" 

interesting to observe hDw the citadel of oppression was 
attacked at-different points, and a stone loosened here 
and there, by individual efforts, preparatory to the gen
eral .storm and complete downfall. James Otis, in his 
argument agains{-" \Vrits of Assistance," avowed and 
triumphantly defended the doctrine, that" taxation with
out represent,ation is tyram:iy;" and Samuel· Adams, in 
a college exercise pronounced in· the pr~sence of the 
chief minions of British po\ver, boldly announced for his • 
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theme that "Rcsi~tance to the Chief Magistrate IS a 
duty, 'when the Commonwealth cannot otherwise be 
preseryed." These were radical principl~s and struck 

at the fomidation of all colonial '''Tongs. 
About the same time, Patrick Henry led off the south~ 

ern' wing of freedom's young ar~IY in a most bold and 
daring manner. The ruins of the old House of Bur~ 
gesses "vill be for ever associated with his name. It was 
on that spot, in 1764, that he originated the great ques
tion which led eventually to American Independence. 
The whole colony ofVirO"inia was confounded and dispir-

• h 

ited on the promu1gation of the Stamp-Act. It was in that 
dark crisis that Henry arose, and the thunders of his 
eloquence were heard, holding up to public indignation 
the tyranny of Great Britain, and animating his coun
trvmen to resist the injustice which in that Act she had 

. pl~esumed to inflict. It was in allusion to the august 
scene, "vhen this "forest-born Demosthenes" boldly 
braved the popular feeling of the world and the world's 
greatest power, that Jefferson declal:ed, "Mr. Henry 

ertainly gave the first impulse to the ball of the 

~ ,~evolution." . 
'W The same hand smote down another iniquitous prin

ciple in the old court-house yet standing in Hanover 
county. We refer to the famous controversy between 
the clergy on the one hand and the people of the colony 
on the other, touching the stipend claimed by the former. 
Goaded to a sense of religious freedom by the arrogance 
of a state establishment and the stings of intolerance, the 
colonists sought j), defender of their rights, and found 
him in the person of a rustic patriot, then but twenty-
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four years old. We,need not here recount the splendid 
scene when Henry deli vered his famous" speech against 
the parsons,", making the blood of all to run cold, and 
their hair to rise on end. 

It was thus that Otis, by the' flames of his eloquence, 
calcined the corner-stone ef legal tyranny, and Henry 
with a thunder-bolt shattered the key-stone of ecclesias~ 
tical wrongs. Like Hercules and Theseus, they 'ivere 
the avengers of the oppressed and the destroyers of 
monsters. These were not men who, as, Burke said of 
the aristocratic politicians of bis acquaintance, had been 
"·rocked and dandled into legislators." James Otis and 
Patrick Henry were, above all -others, best fitted for the 
emergency to which they were born, because they dared 
to say more in public than any other men. They pos-

o. sessed the brawny strength of the giant under whose 
I?a~sy club the hydra Jell, and the ethereal terrors that 
rendered Jupite.rTonans dreadful t6 his foes, rather 
than the effeminate ease and elegant locks of Adonis, 
gra~~ful in. the d!tnc~ but inefficient on the field of 
severe and solemn conflict. 

Ev:ery conquest of value IS at the price of popular 
commotion and heroic blood. Men must darejf they . 
would win. The atmosphere we breathe would stag
nate without tempests, and the ocean becomes putrid 
without agitation.· Galileo fought in the observatory 
and suffered in prison while establishing the true doc
trin.es of astronomy. Otis, Henry and Adams struggled 
on the rostrum, and pleaded with a price set upon their 
h.eads, 'while they cleared a space for the sunshine and 
growth of enlarged liberty. They were just the'men 

en .""&''C:! ¥o 
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for the task. They s.truck for freedom and not for 
plunder, and were ready to sacrifice everything in be
half of the' boon for the attainment:ofwhich they fought. 
To give battle single-handed, like Cocles, against a horde 
of foes, or, like Curtius, to immolate themselves for the 
good of their country, was a duty which they courted 
rather than shunned. Those three men were the Ho
ratii of this nation, and their renown will grow broader 
and brighter with the lapse of time. 

It is interesting to observe what great results some
ti~es flow from little causes. On November the seven
teenth, 1307, three patriotic Swiss met at night on the 
border of a lake in the bosom of the Alps, and mutually 
pledged their labors and their lives for the disenthral
ment of their country. By the blessing of Providence. 
on their efforts, and the vigilance o~ their successors, 
Freedom won and has maintained her sublime throne on 
that spot for six hundred years. Near the same place, 
three rivulets pour their limpid waters and unite in a 
stream. constantly augmented as rt leaves mountain and 

~"",,#forest behind and' rushes on to linger a while in the 
...-~ placid beauty of Lake Constan~e; thence it leaps down 

the cataract of Schauffhausen, rolls along the bases of 
the Jura, the Vosges and the Taurus; traverses the 
plains of Friesland, waters the low countries of Holland; 
and having received twelve thousand tributaries, flowed 
by'one.hundred and fourteen cities and towns, divided 
eleyen nations, murmuring the history of thirty centuries 
and diffusing innumerable blessings aU along its course; 
it stretches its mighty career from central Europe to the 
sea. But who can measure the length or fathom the 

2* 
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depth of that current of good, first opened by the instru
mentality of Otis, Henry and Adams ?-a stream which, 
more beneficent than the mighty river of Egypt or the 
Rhine, is destined to inundate and fertilize the world. 

The source of American independence may be traced 
higher than t~ the period when, to speak in the verse 
of Thomson, 

" Strait to the voted aid, 
Free, cordial, large, of never-failing source, -
Th' illegal imposition follow'd harsh, 
\Vith execution given, or ruthless sought, 

_ From an insulted people, by a band. 
Of the \,orst ruffians, those of tyrant power." 

. It \yas not tbe Stamp-Act that produced, although it 
irrhnediately occasioned, the struggie with the mother
country. It has been~ well said by Mr. Jefferson, tbat 
"the ball of the Revolutio~ received its first impulse, 
not from the actors in that event, but from the first 
coloni~ts:" The latter emigrated to America in search 
of divil and Teligious freedom; they fled hither with a. 
hatred toward the shackles which feudal institutions and· 
the canon law imposed 'upon the sou1. The spirit of 
revolt against oppression originate] in England, and 
went with.Robinson's congregation to Holland; -thence 
it emigrated in the Mayflower to Plymouth, and became 
the basis of aU the legislation- put forth by the wisest of 
colonists. Our 'Pilgrim Fathers moulded their social 

comyacts and ecclesiastical~overnmefit-~n direct oppo
sition to the systems under which theY.' had been so 
severely oppressed. But this spirit of freedom, which 
had been developing from~the first planting of the 
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colonies, England attempted to quell. The chief resist. 
ance was made to her aggressive measures in Massa. 
dmsetts, because that colony \vas selected for the ,first 
trial of tYrannic control.- We have seen, however, 

01 

that the south was as prompt to resist as 11er 'more 

oppressed brethren at the north. 
The historian of Greece records the names of ten 

distinguished orators who resisted the Macedonian 
conqueror, and the persons of whom he demanded, as 
beinrr hostile to his supremacy. Our youthful colonies, 

. 1::> 

soon after the conflict was commenced by the venerated 
patriots already namd, presented an array of orators 
equaUn number and efficiency to those of any land . 
Henry, Lee, and Randolph, in the south, and Otis, 
Samuel Adams, John Adams, Josiah Quincy, Hamilton, 
and others, in the north, rose in grandeur and usefulness 
as the storm increased; showing that th"ey were the 
voices and the beacon-fires which God had loved and 

lighted for the welfare of mankind. 
Several coincidences in our early history are remarka

ble. The first and last battle-fields of the Revolution 
are almost within sight of the colleges where our leading 
patriots weTe educated, and the rostra where the first po
pular debates occurred. AU the chief orators of New 
England were graduated ,at Harvard; the popular dis

cussions which led to actual conflict with the mother
country took place in the public buildings of Boston, 
and the first great battle for· freedom raged on Bunker 

Hill. 
The chiefIeaders of the patriotic party in the south 

v.·ere educated at the college of William and Mary. 
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Jefferson,~ then a student, heard Patrick Henry's tirst 
eloquent ;I"denunciation of oppression almost under the 
eaves of his Alma Mater, as John Adams, then a young 
man, heard Otis when he first attacked the principle of 
unjust taxation 'in the north. In -the immediate neigh
borhood of -Williamsburg, Cornwallis surrendered, and 
the-long struggle of "the Rev.olutionary war was .closed. 
!,hus the ball rested near where it received its tirst 
impulse. Without those colleges to discipline our 
heroical fathers, how different would have been the 
destinies 01 the world! Long may the venerable halls 
remain, and there 

" Long may young Genius shed his sparkling ray, 
And throw his emanations bright around." 

The apost1~s of liberty in America; like the -original 
preachers of our holy religion, first proclaimed their 
doctrines to a few fishermen; men of toil and enterprise, 
such as Burke described: "While we follow them 
among the tumbling mountains of ice, and behold them 
pcn~trating into the deepest frozen re-cesses of Hudson's 
Bay.and Davis' Straits; while'we are looking for them 
beneath the arctic cirde, we hear that they have pierced 
into the opposite region" of polar cold: that thev are at 
the antipodes, and engaged under th~ froze:n sel~pent of 
the-.south. Falkland Island, which seemed too remote 
an object for the' graS-p of national- ambition, is but- a 
stage- and resting-place in the progress of their victorious 
industry. ~or is t?e equinoctial heat more discouraging 
to them'than the 3"Ccnmulated winter of both the poles. 
W eknow that while some of them draw the line and 
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strike the harpoon o~ the coast of Africa, C:'ITwrs run 
the longitude and pursue their gigantic game hlong thE:' 
coasts of Brazil. No sea but is vexed by their fisheries; 
no climate that is not witness to their toils. Neither 
the perseverance of Holland, nor the activity of France, _ 
nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of English enter
prise, ever carried this most perilous mode of hardy 
industry to the extent to which it has been pushed by 
this recent people; a people who are -still, as it were, 
but in the gristle, and not yet hardened into the bone 

of manhood. 
"When I contemplate these things; when I know 

that the colonies in general owe little or nothing to any 
care of ours, and that they are n.ot squeezed into this 
happy form by the constraints of a watchful and sus
picious government, but that through a wise and 
salutary neglect a generous nature has been suffered to 
take ber own way to perfection; when I reflect upon 
these effects.,; when I see how profitable they have been 
to us, I feel all the pride of power sink, and all pre
sumption in the wisdom of human contrivances melt 
and die away within me; my rigor, relents; I pardon 

something to the spirit of liberty." 
Such being the spirit of enterprise among the colonists 

in their efforts to obtain an honest livelihood on the 

land arid on the sea, we cannot suppose that they would 
long submit to oppressive exactions. Popular discus
sions of popular wrongs "soon became frequent; and one 
of ·tbe most noted places of gathering was around 
Liberty Tree. This was a majestic· elm, a species 
peculiar to America, and one of the grandest trees in 

- f 
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the world. It stood opposite ,vhere now stands the 
Boylston ~ Market, with its immense branches o"\'er
spreading the street. Governor Bernard, writing to 
Lord Hillsborough, in a ldter dated Boston, June 16, 

1763, gives the following description of the renowned 
spot: 

"Your lordship must know that Liberty Tree is a 
large old elm in .the Hiah-street, upon which the effiaies 

o 0 

were hung in the .time of the Stamp-Act, and from 
whence the mobs at that time made their parades. It 
has since been adorned with an inscription, and has 
obtained the name of Liberty Tree, as the ground under 
it has that of Liberty Hall. In August last, just before 
the commencement of the present troubles, theyerected 
a flag-staff, which went through the tree .and a good 
deal abovethe top of the tree. Upon this they hoist a 
flag as a signal for the' Sons of Liberty,' as they are 
called. I gave my Lord Shelburne an aucount of this, 
erection at the time it was made. This tree has often 
put me in mind of Jack Cade's ' Oak of Ref~rmation.' " 

The towering elm thus referred to was the grand 
rallying-point for th ... e anoient Sons of Liberty. On its 
sturdy !Junk notices of tyrannical movements and calls 
to resist the same were wont to appear in the night, 
nobody could tell from whence; from its lofty branches 
obnoxious fUI;ctio?aries were often suspended in ridi
culous representations, nobody caul!! tell by whom. 
For instance, on the ~ fourteenfh of August, 1765, an 
effigy of Mr. Oli-ver, recently appointed to distribute the 
stamps, and a boot (em131ematical of Lord Bute) with 
the devil peeping out of it with the Stamp-Act in his 
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hand, and' various other satirical emblems, here ap
peared in the mann~r described. By this time, so strong 
had the popular indignation become, that the sheriffs, 
when ordered to the task by Chief Justice Hutchinson, 
declined the danger of removing the pageantry from 
the tree. It- would seem that on this spot "liberty
poles" originated, and one now marks the site of the 
tree so dear to our fathers; a locality thrilling indeed~in 
its associations. 

To the thoughtful American, as be perambulates 
Boston and its vicinity,.there are many scenes calculated 
to arrest and strongly to absorb attention; but, all 
things considered, perhaps no place in New England' is 
more interesting than Faneuil Hall. We have already 
alluded to several distinguished battle-fields of early 
AmericEtn eloquence, each of which is remarkable for 
the conquest of some grand and specific principle of 

'freedom. The old State-House, tbe head-quarters of 
colonial government in Boston, was the arena on which 
unrighteous taxation was combatted and the true ground 
won. The House of Burgesses, at Williamsburg, was 
the field on which open rebellion a~ainst Parliament 
was first declared, and Hanover court-house, In the 
same colony, was the blessed spot whereon priestly rule 
was effectu.aJly destroyed; but Faneuil Hall will be for
ever memorable for still more noble and enduring asso
ciations. Within those venerable walls tr~nspired not 
so much the work or destruction as construction; 
patriots therein not only resisted wrong, but they 
elicited and moulded into practical use the elements of 
what is right and good; while they pulled down antique 

mar '5 n . 1tM'·'S In. 1& 
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forms of government, they at the same time built up a 
new order of political and moral architecture the most 
symmetrical apd sublime. 

Three prominent features characterize our republican 
institutions; universal representation, free discussion, 
and the decision of all questions by' majorities. It is 
easy to demonstrate where these fundamental principles 
were. first established. 

The" town-meetings" of New England were entirely 
a new feature introduced to the world in connection 
wi~h political reform. A noted one was held in .Faneuil 
Hall on the twelfth of • September, 1768. Dr. Cooper 
opened the exercises ,yith prayer. A letter written to 
the commissioners of the British government, by one of 
their spies, gives. us some interesting details with respect 
to the customs and feelings that prevailed -in the 'popular 
meetings of these times. The informer tells them that 
the people met in Faneui! Hall; that Mr. Otis was chosen 
moderator, and was received with an universal clapping 
of hands; that the hall- not being large enough to con
tai11 them, they adjourned to Dr. Sewall's meeting"house; 
that after. several motions, and the app'ointing a deputa
tion to.,: wait on hi£ excellency, they.agreed to adjourn to 
the ,next afternoon; :;the moderator first making a speech 
to the inhabitants, strongly' recommending. peace and 

g~od ofaeJtd the grie'Vanc~s the people labored under 
mIght be 1 lme removed; If not, and we were called 
on to defend our liberties and ·privileges, he hoped and 
believed we should one an~ all resist; even unto blood; 
but· at the ~ame time, prayed Almighty God it might 
never so happen/' 

r 
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Thus was the right of free discussion in a popular as
sembly asserted and exercised, and the still higher right 
of universal suffrage connected therewith. The show 
of hands decided every question, and the hard hand of 
the laborinO' man counted as much as that \\"hioh signed 

o 

orders for tens of. thousands. Such gatherings and dis-
cussions had the most salutary effects. The people be
came acquainted with each other, and felt the need of 
mutual dependence as well as mutual restraint. The 
influence of every man was estimated according to his 
personal worth. In the popular strife fOT universal free
dom, they struck upon the fundamental principle of re
publicanism, that the majority must rule; it was this 
that gave each member of an assembly a pride in main
taining its decisions, as he thereby fortified his own judg
ment and self-respect. No sooner had these meetings, 
actuated and controlled by such original and exalted 
principles, began to be held in the" Cradle of Liberty," 
than the sagacious Burke recognized and proclaimed 
their superior dignity. Said he of the colonists: "Their 
governments are popular in a high degree; some are 
merely popular, in all the popular representative is the 
most weighty; and this share of the people in their or
dinary government never fails to inspire them with lofty 
sentiments and \vith a strong aversion for whatever tends 
to depI:ive them of their chief importance.~' .. But what 
this magnanimous statesman approved, othrfts maligned. 
Governor Bernard vilified the character of the popular 
meetings, to which misrepresentations the" Vindication 
of the Town of Boston," written by Otis, replied as fol
lows: "The governor has often been observed to dis-

"C. te t tt 5 
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cover an aversion to free assemblies; no wonder then 
that_ he should be so particularly disgusted at a legal 
meeting of the town of Boston, where a noble freedom 
of speech is ever expected and maintained; an assembly 
of 'which· it may be justly said, to borrow the langaage 
of the ancient Roman, 'They think as they please, and 
speak 'as they t}1ink.' Such an assembly has ever been 
the dread and often the scourge of tyrants."· 

The struggle behveen the metropolis of New England 
and the British government was severe, and continued 
from the time of the Stamp-Act, in 1765, till the evacua
tion- of the foreign troops in '1776. Every walk of in
dustrious life and every profession, the bar, the pulpit 
and the press. combined to give intensity and efficiency 
to the civil \Val": As an indication of the plainness and 
power of the latter, the following anecdote will suffice. 
A negro, whose principles were like his master's, a tool 
of foreign despotism, one day met Mr. Edes, the printer 
of the Boston Gazette, which was the devoted organ of 
the patriots, and inquired of him wpat was the news. 
The printer replied that there-was nothing new., " Well," 
said the sable aristocrat, "if you've nothing new, Massa 
Edes, I s'pose you pdnt the same old lie over again." 

If is, important to remember, that in all the excite
ments of those times; the vexations that arrested com
merce; th'e·rrritations produced by the presence of mer-

. - h- 1: cenary-troops; t e menaces 01 mTogant officers, and 
even the massacre of several citizens in open day; de
spite all sorts of provocations and the most favorable 
opportunities for revenge, during the whole period of the 
Revolution· not a single life was destroyed by the Bos-

-its t 
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tonians, either by assassination, mob law, or public 
execution. 

In the meantime, the meetings in Faneuil Hall and 
other large public edifices were spreading the most salu
tary influence over the country. The town-meetings 
and provincial assemblies were the arenas wherein the 
people were trained and armed intellectually for the 
great battle of independence. It was then that orators, 
fitted expressly for that preparatory ,vork, like Otis and 
Henry, appeared, and consummated their exalted task. 
Driven at the points of British bayonets from vVilliams
burg, the noble band of Virginia patriots were still loyal 
to the highest duty. The Old Dominion continued to 
respond to the Bay State; the" Old Church" at Rich
mond echoed back in tones of thunder the patriotic cries 
that rang from Faneuil Hall. 

Hall<rwe& are the associations connected with that 
venerable church in Richmond 1 Often has the writer 
sought its precincts alone, and _pondcred there on the 
scene when, within the walls yet standing, Henry, as 
the embodiment of the Revolution and all its sublime 
results, rose like one inspired, and delivered that speech 
unequalled in the history of man, ending with the omi
nous words, "GilJe me liberty, or give me death'" It was 
in the same burst of transcendent eloquence that the 
phrase, "After all, we must fight 1" first broke on the 
popular ear, and fired the universal heart. The history 
of that expression is interesting, as showing the close 
relations that subsisted betweeri the north and south in 
an the Revolutionary struggle. They 'are the expression 
of a quiet Puritan in the interior of Massachusetts, given 
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to .the world on wings of ·fire by the bold Cavalier of 
Virginia. The facts are stated as follo\-Y8, in a letter 

. .;!" ..;.: 
from John Adams to vVilliam '''Vitt : . 

".vVhen Congress had finished their business, as they 
thought, in the autumn of 1774, I had with Mr. HenrYj 
before we took leave of each other, some familiar con
versation, in which I expressed a full conviction that 
our resolves, declarations of rights, enumeration of 
wrongs, petitions, remonstrances and addresses, associa
tions and non-importation agreements, however they 
might be expected in America, and however necessary 
to cement the union of the: colonies, would be but waste 
paper in England. Mr. Henry said they might make 
some impression upon the people of England, but agreed 
with me that they would-be totally lost upon the govern
ment. I had but just received a short and hasty letter, 
written to me by Major Joseph Hawley, of Northamp
ton, containing 'a few broken hints,' as he called them, 
of what he thought was proper to be done, and conclud
ing with t hose words, ;'" After all, we must fight !' This 
letter I read to Mr. Henry, who listened with great at
tention; and as s90n as I had pronounced the words, 

·'·After all, we must fight,' he raised his head, and with 
an energy ?-nd vehemence that I can never forget, broke 
out with' By GOD, I AM OF THAT MAN'S MIND!' I put 
the letter into his hand, and when he had read it, he re

turned it to me: with ,an equally salem~ asseveration 
that he agreed entirely in opinion with the writer. I 
considered this as a sacred oath, upon a very great oc
casion, (apd would have sw?rn it .as religiously.as he 
<:lid,) and by no means inconsistent with what you say, 
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111 some part of your book, that he never took the sacred 
name .ittl vain. ;~. 

" As I kne-! the sentiments with which Mr. Henry left 
Congress in the autumn of 1774, and knew the chapter 
and verse from which he had borrowed the sublime ex..; 
pression, ' We must fight,' I was not at all surprised at 
your history, in the hundred and twenty-second page in 
the note, and in some of the preceding and following 
pages. Mr. Henry only pursued, in March, 1775, the 
views {inti vows of November, 1774. 

" The other delegates from Virginia returned to their 
State, in full -confidence that all our grievances would 
be redressed. The last words that Mr. Richard Henry 
Lee said to' me when we patted, were: 'lYe shall in
fallibly Ca?TY all our points,. you will be completely re

-lieved; all the o.frensive Acts will be 1'epealed; the army 
and fleet will be recalled, and Britain will give up her 
foolish project.' . 

" vVashington only was in doubt. He never spoke in 
public. In private he joined with those who advocated 
a non-exportation, as \vell as a non-importation agree
ment. vVith both he thought we should prevail; with
out either he thought it doubtful. Henty was clear in 
one opinion, Richard Henry Lee in an opposite opinion, 
and 'Vashing~on doubted between the two. Henry, 
however, appeared in the end to be exactly in the rig~t." 

It is evident that John Adams 'and Patrick Henry 
parted on the above occasioil with a perfect identity of 
sentiment, and returned ·to their respective colonies -to 
urge on the crisis which they saw was inevitable. Henry 
acquitted himself of his duty at Richmond, as has been 
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already described. Adams rejoined his distinguished 
colleagues in the popular movements in Faneuil Hall. 
To describe the 'immediate and remote cotsequences of 
those movements, we cannot do better than by employ
ing the follo~ing ·extract from DanielW ebster: " No 
where" can be found higher proofs of a spirit that was 
ready to hazard all, to pledge aU; to sacrifice all, in the 
-cause. of the countqr. Instances were not unfrequent 
in whicH slllall free.-holders parted with their last hoof 
and the iast measure of corn from their granaries, to 
supply pro:vision fOT the troops ;:Lnd hire service for the 
ranks. The voice of Otis and of Adams in Faneuil 
Hall.found its full and true echo in the little councils of 
the-interior towns; and if within the Continental Con
gress patriotism shone more conspicuously, it did not 
there exist" more truly, nor burn more fervently; it did 
not render the day more anxious Dr the night more sleep
less; it sent up no more ardent prayer to God for succor, 
and it put forth in no greater -degree the fullness Qf its 
effort and the energy (}f its whole soul and spirit in the 
common cause, than it did in the small assemblies of the 
towns." 

.' Those primary meetings, we remark again, which soon 
began to prevail throughout the country, served to en
lighten all classes, and became" the firmest cement to 
bind them together, when a comprehensive and com
bined effort was demanded. The source and model 
of those assemblies was in the ""Cradle of Liberty," 
happily yet extant. Long may it remain one.of the 
most hall@wed spots on the globe. What men have 
there spoken, and what ev:ents have therein tran-
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spired! What American can ever ascend to that Forum 
,vithout sta~ing enthralled by the intensity of thrilling 
association;' Here, as in the famous area where the 
nlusters of the ,vorld were wont of old to address the 
Roman people, the applause of venerated patriots min
gled v,"ith the tones of kindred orators, cheered and for
tified them in the exposure of crime, the vindication of 
justice, and the defence of freedom. Here, too, as there 
are palpable reminiscences of the heroic past. Every 
foot of the Forum at Rome was hallowed by the memory 
of some great domestic Or national event. Columns and 
arches and temples testified on all sides the devotion of 
individuals and the triumphs of the republic. Standing 
in Faneuil Hall, one sees not only the colonnades, the 
galleries, the floor and the ceiling of the vast gathej;ing
place of early patriots, the battle~field of consummate elo
quence, but there, too, are the artistic forms of some ,,,ho 
minrrled in the sternest strife of out countrv's darkest b • 

days. 'iV auld that the walls were all granite, and the 
roof iron, firm and enduring as the souls whose memo
ries are for ever linked with the locality, and that, from 
niches all round this theatre "of most gloriorts deeds, the 
marble fbrms of all the chief actors might look dovin 
upon interminable generations of American frecmen. 

vVe come, finally, to consider the most glorious battle
field of all; the Congress of '76. Everything has been 
prepared for the grand and decisive blow. Providcn~e 
summons the whole country to a general council in Phi
ladelphia, and the choicest spirits of every section are 
prompt to obey. \Vhat were the thoughts_that accom
panied those patriots, as they turned their backs upon 
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every thing dear around home's hearth. and set.their faces 
· toward a common altar, journeying up thither with the 

determination _ to consecrate ever)·thi-ng ~ the public 
weal? it is certain that they were capable-of properly 
appi:eciating the perils that encompmlsed them, as ,yen 
as the. benefits .which might flow from the ~fforts they 
designed to make. Never was there a popular assembly 
of politicians that comprised a greater proportion of 
highly educated members. Nearly one-half were gra
duates of colleges at home .or abroad. Some were self-

-educated" in the best school, and to the highest degree. 
T.he ':jlncient~ poets -taught "that Astrrea, the goddess of 
Justice, had her last resid~nce among unsophisticated 
husbandmen' before she quitted the earth. The Genius 
of Liberty found a rural home in our land ere she was 
throned by general acclamation .at Carpenter's Hall, in 
the central colony of America. Twenty-five of the 
fifty-six .immortal men _had trod'the soil and studied in 
the institutions of Great Britain. Among those who 
had not .received university laur.els, were philosophers 
like Franklin and judsts like Roger Sherman. 

In this cennection, we 'should. not forget the strip'ling 
-su:rveyoc, born.on the-banks .of the Potomac, beneath a 
fanner's roof, and early left an .orphan. No academy 
aided his youthful .aspirations, no college' crowned him 

· wii:h" its honors. . But industry and integrity pro
v"ided. for' the best education of his gr:eat natural- powers. 
"Himself his own cook, having no spit but a forked stick, 
no plate but a large chip," at sixteen years of age, he is 
f~tind roaming-over the Alleghanies.and along ·the She. 

· nandoah, training himself under the eye of Heaven, one 
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day to 'be the hope and leader of a nation in arms. Most 
truly might he have said: • • 

• "To rear me was the task of power divine, 
Supremest wisdom and primeval love." .. .. 

In the language ofSpar.ks, "Happy was it for America, 
happy -for the worlQ~ that a; great Rame, a guardian ge
nius, presided over destinies in. war, combining more 
than the virtues of the Roman Fabius, and the Theban 
Epaminondas, and compared with whom, the.conquer
ors of the world, the Alexanders andCresars, are but 
pageants crimsoned " .. ith blood and decked with the tro
phies of slaughter, objects equally of the wonder and the 
execration of mankind. The hero of America was the 
conqueror only of his country's foes, and the hearts of 
his countrymen. To the one he was a terror, and in 
the other ·he gained an ascendancy, supreme, unrivalled, 
the.tribute of admiring gratitude, the reward of a.nation's 
love-oill'.W ASHINGTON 1" .. 
. The congress of ''76 has assembled, and solemn ptayer 

-has just been .offered for the divine plessi~g on the coun
try and. in behalf of the patriotic ~ause. Let us enter 
the -hall and contemplate·the august assetnblage. The 
first -thing -that .strikes us is, the wonderful diversity of 
character pre~nt, constituting a ,perfeet wh't)le. The 
quality that·is deficient in· one, in another ~uperabounds; 
,v.here one is "vise toc'onstruct a ~he'!TY' another IS 
equally skilful to demonstra1e its practica:bility. Whe
ther we- desire severe.logica:1Aeduction,·or gorg~ous The
toriMl eXFressioIi'; whether. it be"necess'ary to c.onvince 
the- judgmen t or inflame -thepassiohs; no niodels dan' in 

a 
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the world be found superior to those here congre
gated. 

In the President's chair sits H'ancock, crowned with 
a demeanor graceful and splendid, like "blazing H ype
rion on his orbed'throne." Prominent in the heroic band, 
aM. oldest of their number, is he who at the.. same time 
snatched the lightnings from the skies and the sceptre 
from the oppressor's hand. There, too, is Morris, the 
financier of the ~evolution, whose generous aid, ad
vanced on his own credit, paved the way for the victo
rie& at Trenton and P.rinceton, and in the gloomiest hour 
caused the American .eagle to soar aloft toward Heaven. 
More retired, but not less int~rested, is that old Pu
ritan, Samuel Adams; "on his front, engraventhought 
and· public care." He was among the very first to excite 
popular rebellion against wrong, and he is here to aid its 
progress and: pay for its consummation. Of few words, 

but abounding i,n great and beneficent deeds, he sits in 
council grave and taciturn, like" gray-haired Saturn 
quiet as a stone," his soul firm as granite and unbending 
before the storm.· His more oratorical namesake, John 
Adams. with watchful' eye and ear is scanning the pro

ceedings; while every look and motion betrays his readi
ness to exemplify his favorite maxim, "L would rather be 
in the wrong with Plato than in the right with Epicul'us." 
L.ee, ~ith inimitable suavity and elaborate grace, moves 
in chivalrous majesty on the scene. 'Vitherspoon, the 
divine, "visibly written blessed in his looks," is there, 
with the meekness of :i minister of Jesus Christ, Lut 
with a ,firmness that never quailed in the presence of his 
country's foe. In the alternative between the lia9rific~ 
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of freedom or the loss of life, like the Spartan mother, 
he would rathe'r have seen his son brought home a corpse 
upon his shield, than dishonored by its loss. And Rut
ledge, the youngest of the patriots, comes forward to illus
trate in his own· person the ancient apologue of the 
youthful Hercules, in the pride and strength of Leauty, 
~urrendering his entire soul to the worship of exalted 
virtue. But it is needless any further to i'pecify; all, as 
one man, are ready to exclaim, our mother is America, 
our battle is for freedom, purity of purpose is our breast
plate, and the favor of Heaven is our shield. 

In the momentous proceedings of July 4th, 1776, we 
miss the persons of several of the most famous men 
in our colonial and revolutionary history. Their ab
sence strikingly indicates the care of Providence in all 
great event~. Bold and daring patriots, with the most 
intrepid zeal, had long since roused the colonies and 
stuno-' them into indio-nation qgainst tYrannic wronbo-s. b . 0 ~ 

Those pioneers of national prosperity had urged on the 
fearful crisis, and at length the period had arrived when 
everything was at stake. But when counsel was needed 
most, and the action of sublime statesmanship com

menced, the men of passion declined, their mission 
being gloriously fulfilled. He who rules over all with
drew them from the scene.' Otis, disabled by a brutal 
attack made on him by a British emissary, lay secluded 
from public. life: Henry was indeed sent up to Con
gress, with one effort of almost divine eloquence to 
break the spell that at first bound the assembly in awful 
silence; then he witharew, and was little heard of more. 
The successors of these primitive patriots were not less 
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resolute, but more discreet. A consciousness of the 
fearful responsibility devolved upon them by their posi. 
tion, seems to have rendered them solemnly'reflective 
and sublimely self-possessed. To describe their elo-

"' • -l •. 

. quence will be the purpose of subsequent chapters; at 
pre'sent, we ,,,ill· look only af one grand event and its 
~associations-the Declaration of Independence. 

One ,,,hom we have not yet named, but in some re
spects the most . renowned of men, Jefferson, appears 
before Congress, bearing in his hand that noblest of all 
documents not the result of inspired wisdom. " vVhether 
we regard it as a specimen of strong and .fervid eloquence, 
of'manly remonstrance, or of de~'and solemn appeal, it 
is every way sustained and wonderful. The writer 
speaks as if he feh himself to be the voice of a great and 
outraged people, giving indignant utterance to its many 
wrongs and oppressions, and in face of Heaven, and the 
whole earth for witnesses, declaring that they shall be 
etiaured nq longer." 

The question was on the'adopticfn of the Declaration. 
W e' ~hould consider' the character of that document, and 
the circumstances under which it was reported. It has 
been called the Chart of American Freedom; but it was 
vastly more elevated than the famous Magna Charta 
wrung from King John at Runnymede. There is some 
resemblance in. the original'of the two documents, but 
their spirit is veOry little alike. John. Lackland,' as he 
was called, -levied heavY,contributions on the barons, 
and seized· at ,his pleasure their beasts of burden and 
agricultural implemeBts. This tDuched the selfish in
terests of the owners of the serfs and soil.· It is a singu~ 

r 
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lar fact that the great instrument of English freedom had 
no nobler origin than this. . It seems still more strange 
that one Article of that great charter iorbids the destruc
tion. of houses, woods, or men, without the special per
mission of the proprietor, who· had full power over the 
life of Englishmen. The haughty slave-holding barons 
who extorted Magna Charta from King John, did not in 
the least consult the welfare of the plebeian orders. 
Nullus liber homo, is its domineering phraseology. The 
vassals who were chained to the soil, were left just where 
Magna Charta found them. No mistake can be greater 
than to suppose that the war of the barons against the 
infamous king was 'Yaged for the benefit of the great 
mass of the people, o~ that the treaty of Runnymede se
cured their liberties. Certain great privileges were 
exacted, it ·is true, but the end designed was far aside 
from popular freedom. 

On the other hand, the first sentence in the American 
Chart of'76 recognizes the equality of mankind, and the 
Declaration proceeds to demand the highest privileges 
for all. The conflicts in which our fathers signalized 
their courage and their strength were in the defence of 
exalted principles, and the resources they chiefly relied 
on were moral. They did not desire to arm themselves 
in the spirit of those 

" Whose game was empires, and whose stakes were thrones; 
Whose table earth; whose dice were human bones." 

The circumstan~es under which that Declaration was 
reported and discussed were of the most impressive 
character. A proposition was brought forward.in favor 
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of separating.the colonies from the pil;dmt country. The 
grand'question then agitated was betvveen power and 
right. The orators seemed to fee} and speak as if they 
clearly saw that in th~ ~decision then ,to be made lay the 
liberties of three millio1t., of cONnists, as well as the 
hopes of all the civilized' nati'ons that should thenceforth 
people the earth. The dep;)s.it.aries of the imm-ediate 
and, prospective rights of manij:nd were not unfaithful to 
their trust. They seceded frOm, their age and elevated 
themselves above it. They emerged from the dubious 
atmosphere of ordinary views, and stood in calm gran
deur on the serenestheights o( politicaL prophecy. 
They assembled around the sac:C~!;,ghrine of liberty, and 
under the i.nfiuence of the loftiest inspiration, consulted 
theeteFnal wants of man, and legislated' for all coming 
time. Napoleon said to his staff' as they entered the 
battle of the Pyramids, "Think th~t forty centuries 
look down upon you from the summits-of yonder 
monuments." 

But our patriotic sires took a mor~ comprehensive 
view. from a higher point, and under convictions of a 
more soleinn cast. With a full consciousness of the 
perils they incurted, they voted for the Declaration. 

A classic poet has' described Heaven itself as survey
ing with pleasure the scene of "a brave man struggling 
with the storms of fate." If this is allowable, we think 
a much sublimer' speqtac1e is presented by a brave na
tion s,truggling for freedom and independence, especially 
when the odds are so great as in the instance under 
consideration; a few feeble colonies on one side, numer
ous disciplined troops, veteran skill, and all the vast 
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resources of despotic power on the other. But the 
question was not what is safety to ourselves, but what 
is duty to our constituents, our successors, the world. 
Each man of the~ seems to have ~sct his name to that 
immortal pledge with the feelitgs with which Leonidas, 
in view of inevitable and speedy immolation on the altar 
of his country, exclaimed: 

"But ye rocks of Thermopylre, free mountains and 
happy plains, ye will remain 1" . 

The Congress of '76 was a more than Amphictyonic 
council, in the intelligence and devotion of which one 
might safely predict the perpetuity of national strength 
at home and increasing. influence abroad. Profound 

and impassionate consecration possessed every breast, 
united the Congress in one purpose, and electrified the 

whole continent. Every faculty of the human soul was 
summoned to the highest duty, and braced up ,to the 
most i~tense exertion. The light then kindled in Inde
pendence Hall seemed to be immediately reflected back 
from every cottage in America, and at every moment 
since has gone on spreading wider and brighter over 
prison and palace round the globe. 

The pen with which the several signatures were made 
.on the Declaration of Independence is now in the ca.bi
:net of the' Massachusetts Historical Society, together 
with a sealed vial full of tea, caught in the shoes of one 
of the" Mohawks" who destroyed the obnoxious cargoes 
in Boston harbor. What American can look upon 
those .memorials without emotions of the purest and most 
thrilling.gratitude? 

Those patriots haxe ,all passed away, each one deserv-
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ing the encomium of Pericles, -" No citizen through their 
means ever put on mourning:" 

"They were below, ere they arrived in. heaven, 
So mighty in ren~",:vn, as every muse 

. Mtght grace her t'fiumph with them." 

The brighte!,'t thing about the Congress of '76 was the 
integrity which its rriemberspledged in behalf of their 
common country. Their lives were dear to them, their 
fortunes were ample, but their sacred honor was their 
choic'est wealth ,and greatest glory. They encountered 
hardships of the most fearful magnitfide, and temptations 
of' the greatest power, but not one of them hesitated a 
moment in his allegiance to duty, or swerved in the 
slightest degree from the discharge of it. They were 
not only all true to thei); solemn vows, but not a single 
stain ever soiled the escutcheon of one of them. They 
were republicans to the last.' The noble sentiments 
proclaimed t'o the world on July 4th, 1776, their authors 
never !>elied. As a "dass, they were remarkably frugal 
and temperate, and nearly all of them lived to extreme 
old age. For intelligence, patriotism, purity of life and 
loyalty to country,. the history of the world at large has 
nothing to compare "yith the names of the immortal 
fifty-six.' . 

If other battle-fields' are interesting in theIr associa
tions; what shaH we shall say of. that glory of Philadel
phia, Independence Hall? "If there be a spot upon 
earth," says Doc~or Clarke, "pre-eminently calculated 
to awaken the solemn sentiments, which such a view of 
nature is fitted to make upon all men, it may surely be 
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found in the plain of Marathon; where, amidst the 
wreck of generations, and the graves of ancient i.?eroes, 
we elevate our thoughts towards Him, 'in whose sight a 
thousand years are but as yesterday;' where the still
ness of Natme; harmonizing with the calm solitude of 
that illustrious region, which once was the scene of the 
most agitated passions, enables us, by the past, to deter
mine of the future. In those moments, indeed, we may 
be said to live for ages; a single instant, by the multitude 
of impressions it conveys, seems to anticipate for us a 
sense of that eternity: '\vhen time shall be no more;' 
when the fitful dream of human existence, with all its 

turbulent illusions, shall be dispelled; and the last sun 
having set, in the last of the world, a brighter dawn than 
ever gladdened the universe, shall renovate the domin
ions of darkness and of death." 

But to the free citizens of this continent, the power of 
local associations is more powerful in the precincts of 
Independence Hall than on the plains of Marathon: 
Collisions with a mightier foe, and deeds of' daring put 
forth for richer conquests, took place there, than when 
heroic Greeks grappled with the Persian host. What 
history, what picture, could ever tell the half of what is 

suggested to every intelligent and su~cepti~le mi~d on 
entering that venerable hall? Who IS not ImmedIately 
carried back to. that day, thenceforth memorable for ever, 
when an awful stillness pervaded the assembly for several 
moments previous to voting" that these United Colonies 
are and of right out to be, free and independent states?" 
What devotion then filled that consecrated place, and 
rose to heaven in silent prayer for firmne~s, unanimity 
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and deathless resolve! One almost hears Hancock sug
gesting to Franklin, "V\T e must all hang together now." 
" Yes," is the characteristic response of that plain old 
Nestor of patriots, "we must indeed all hang together, 
or most assuredly we shall all ha:ngseparately." 

Perhaps the only edi~ce in the world invested with 
associations at all -comparable with this, was the old 
Parliament House in Westminster. It was there .that 
the Commons, in their feebleness, sent for the prelates 
to aid their consultations. Afterward, when the days 
of" the usurping blood of Lancaster" were past; and the 
power of the Tudors and the Stuarts were trophies in 
their hands, the same" poor Commons" abrogated the 
arrogant rights of the peerage, and destroyed the very 
prelacy for whose counsel they had once sued.' There 
Charles had come to seize the obnoxious members; 
and in the Chamber adjoining the Commons, Stafford 
and Laud )had pleaded. There, in 1653, Cromwell 
e'lltered, di·smissed ~he attendants, locked the doors,and 
made himself, as Protector, the council of a nation upon. 
whose council chamber was seen inscribed, "This house 
to let, unfurnished." That room, the cradle of English 
freedom, had witnessed the consummation of govern
mental power, and its greatest possible restrictions 
within regal limits. From 1688 to its destruction it 
had been the arena of the greatest eloquence and most 
impressive scenes .. Tlrere, Shaftsbury and Bolingbroke 
had spoken; there from 1740, the contentions of suc
cessive parties, animated and adorned by the speeches 
of \Walpole, Windham, Pulteney, Chatham, Burke,} Pitt .. _ 
Thx, and \Sheridan~ had been 'fought with a passionate 

t 

( , 

FIELDS OF 'EARLY AMERICAN ELOQUENCE. 59 

strength of intellect, and the mighty excitement pro
duced by the conflict of gigantic minds. When that 
ancient palace of legislation was consumed, it was 
indeed a mournful sight. To all the English nation, 
and their colonies in every clime, a link in the chain of 
historic interest and thrilling associations was destroyed. 
A splendid new palace for Parliament is now rising on 
the same site. In accordance with the laws of mind, 
and with a wise respect for the distinguished dead, the 
commissioners of the' realm have recently reported in 
respect thereto that, ': as S1. Stephen's Hall stands on 
the- spot where the House of Commons was, during 
many centuries, in the habit of assembling. it should be 
adorned with statues of men who rose to eminence by 
the eloquence an& ..abilities which they displayed in that 
house." / 

But the great battle-field whereon our fathers met that 
Parliament in its most august display of oratorical talent, 
braved that great kingdom with all its consolidated 
strength,.and won the day under the most fearful odds, 
yet remains. The heroes indeed are departed, but here 
.before us is still open their scene of action. Death has 
claimed them, but war and wasting elements have spared 
the th~atre of their stupendous struggle. We can go 
and meditate there, gazing at the places where they sat, 
the floor on which they stood, the windows through 
which the bright sun looked in smilingly upon their sub
lime transactions, and may touch the wans which seem 
yet to vibrate to the thunders of their eloquence. 

Long may those walls remain, the Mecca of a worship 
holier than the Saracen's; and when they shall have 
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passe~ a~ay, may"tl1'e genius of American Art, harriJ.'bni
ous w~h the Genius of Li.berty, he:t be~t patron;and 
commemorative of her grandest work, here come, and in 
a worthy master-piece heave up a monument which shall 
-perish' only 

"When wrapped in fire the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven's last thunders shake the world belo\~." . 

. Yes, the:men of the Congress of '76 have passed a way, 
but let us. hope that the spirit they evoked, and which 
guided them to victory~ is. not yet become obsolete. 
Their laurels freshen in eternal bloom on their sepulchres. 
and their posthumous influence is busy.everywhere dis
enthralling the. w9Fld .. May the flame kindled on the 
.nat~onal altar. in theJirst true lIan of Freedom, to illu
minate and consecrate the Declaration of Independence 
i~ America, burn with inextinguishable splendor, quicken
every tardy pulse. with patriotic zeal, and blast to cin
ders every fetter and .every tyrant's ~ccursed throne! 

• 

CHAPTER II. 

-~.-

J AMES OTIS, 

ORATOR OF IN:rREPID PASSION. 

THE planting of English colonies in America. was the 
beginning of an influence which stopped not at their 
original boundaries. The world has witnessed its ex
pansion. The human race has felt i,ts power. To the 
world then-to the human race-belongs their influence, 

and in that their greatest glory. 
We are becoming a great nation, and already, per

haps, are accustomed to contemplate the Colonial period 
of olir history as a juvenile era. But, in one sense, we 
have had no national infancy. We have had no age of 
barbarism, no' gradual transition from an obscure anti
quity, with much primitive degradation adhering to our 
career. America, visited by the Anglo-Saxon race, like 
the statue of ~ Prometheus j touched bv heavenly fire, 

J • 

awoke.in adult vigor. Her first ClY was' for freedom, 
and her first struggle won-it. We began with the expe
rience of sixty centuries; vVe laid our foundations in 
the results which accompanied and glorified the "opening 
drama of a new world-the sternest battle ever tought 

by right against power. 
About the period of the first settlement of this coun-
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try, the mental productions before the public in England, 
were of the highest excellence. The discussion of con
stitutional principles, and the fervid strife for toleration 
in religious matters, had called forth the most potent in
tellectual energies, and produced some of the profound
est works in divinity and politics, to be found in any 
age or tongue. As in the_ ancient republics, and as is 
the fact in every land where the 'mimi of man is allowed 
freely to act and speak, the most eloquent writers and 
profoundest orators were on the side of liberty and the 
right-s of the people. -As instances aneL proofs of this, 

.put Locke and Algernoo Sidney by the side of Filmer 
and the other parasificnl advocates of the divine right 
of kings. It is a wholesome lesson and a vigorous dis
cipline, to read the leading authors of England who 
flourished between the accession of Charles the First 
and George of Ranover. 

The germs of great principles began to spring up 
abroad, but their -first productive growth was in Ameri
can soil. A great truth was first proclaimed by our hardy 
Colonists, which has since traversed oceans, and .aroused 
continents. IUs impossible to exaggerate its ultimate ef
fects, not merely upon this western hemisphere, hut upon 
the father~land and the remotest. east. The first throbs 
of liberty here ~reated the tremendous revolutions of 
Europe,. the convulsive spasms of vvhich still agitate the 
oppres~ed of all lands. The experiment which demon
strate~ the practica:bility of establishing a self-governing 
republIc over a vast domain, is an example which it will 
be impossible for aristocracies, kings, and emperors, 
either to resist or restrain. 
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It was an era of vast energy, a combination of phy
sical force and profound -erudition, exemplified by the 
French in the prodigies which they executed while truly 
inspired by the -genius of .liberty. A little army, com
posed of soldiers ancf scholars, subdued cities and pene-

. trated citadels, planted institutes and observatories, 
schools of agriculture, and all the arts of civilization, 
from the valley of the Rhine to the Delta of Egypt. 

But in the birth-place of that' spirit, on the sublimer 
field of its primitive conflict and most glorious conquest, 
in the American colonies, the main force was mental 
rather than martia1. Eloquence, then, was fervid, bold, 
and gigantic, like the Revolution it defended. Then, 
genius was hailed as a divine gift. No trammels were 
imposed upon imagination-no dra.g-chains crippled pa
triotic aspirations-no limit marked the boundaries up 

to which daring thought might go. _ 
It sh~uld be neither uninteresting nor unprofitable to 

glance back tipon those times, anci t:ontemplateO a few of 
the leading minds. In °a sense equally elevated, and 
more relevant to ourselves than Milton expressed; let us-

" To the famous orators repair, 
Those ancients, whose resistless eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democracy, 
Shook the arsenal, and fulmined over Greece 
To !!Macedon and Artaxerxes' 'throne."-

In oonsidering the eloquence of the Colonial and Re
volutionary period of our history, we shall fi-nd less va
riety in the works of the orators than in the orators 
themselves. - So absorbed were the statesmen bf those 
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days in the immediate and pressing avocations of the 
crisis, that they bestowed little or no strength on tasks 
not imperiously exacted -by great public duties. But we 
shall find such"men as Otis,·and Adams, and. Henry, and 
Hamilton, and Ames, fine embodiments of our early 
eloquence. They were among. the great and -gifted 
spirits of the heroic age of American '-bratory; aI).d will 
for ever illustrate the grandeur of its mental grasp, the 
wealth 'of its magnificence, and the splendor of its im
perishable glories. 

The Otis family, now widely extended ip this country 
and a good deal distinguished, derived their origin from 
John Otis, who came over from England at a 'very early 
period, and was one of the first settlers of Hingham, Mass. 
He took the freeman's oath on the 3d of March, 1635. 
By his mother's side. he was connect.ed with the first 
founders of Plymouth C?lony, who arrived in the May
flower, in 1620. 

J ames Otis, the illustrious subject of this sketch, de
scended in the fifth generation from the first of the name 
in this country, was born at Great Marshes, in what is 
now called West Barnstable, Feb. 5th, 1725. He was 
carefully prepared for college under the care of Rev. 
J o~ath'an' Russell, the clergyman of the parish, and en
tered" HarfaFd in J ~ne, 1739. The first years of his 
college cou~se he seems to have devoted more to social en
joyment than severe mental discipline; but in his j~nior 
year he .changed his habits, and by the greatest industry 
did much to redeem Jost time. He graduated in 1743, 
and in due order took his second degree. 

Of his juvenile traits of character, little can now be 
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gleaned. It is known that when he came home from 
college, his love of study was intense and perpetual. In 
general he was meditative and grave, but occasionally 
was gay 'and sarcastic. He sometimes beguiled the 
weariness of abstract speculation by playing on a violin. 
A company of young people one day prevailed on him 
to treat them to a country dance. The set was made 
up, and when in the full tide of successful experiment, 
he suddenly stopped, as if struck with the folly of the 
pursuit, and hurling up his instrument, exclaimed, "So 
Orpheus fiddled, and so danced the brutes 1" He rushed 
into a neighboring garden, and forsook the revel for a 

nobler occupation. 
After completing the usual course of classical studies, 

Mr. Otis devoted two years to elegant literature, before 
entering upon the study of a profession. He was very 
fond of the best poets, and, in the zealous emulation of 
their beauties, he energized his spirit and power of ex
pression. He did not merely 'read over the finest pas
sages-he pond-ered them-he fused them into his soul
and reproduced their charms with an energy aU his own. 
In the skill of pouring the whole spirit of an author into 
the most familiar extract, making the heart bleed at the 
sorrows of Hecuba, and the soul quake under, the impre
cations of Lear-a talent of the highest utility in popular 
address, and capable of being wielded' to the noblest ends 
-J ames Otis excelled. 

His education was liberal, in the true and noble sense 
of "the ·term; in science he .was "veil grounded; in ele
gant letters he was an accomplished scholar; and to the 
end of his brilliant career-he prosecuted his studies with 

tt' .' "-<rt (l , r • ,! t 
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untiring industry. In the midst of innumerable profes
sional toils, he wrote a valuable work on Latin Compo
sition, and another on Greek Prosody, the latter of which 
was never published, as there was then no Greek type 
~n the country, but remained in manuscript, and perished 
with all the author's valuable papers. 

In 1745, he began the study of law in the office of 
Mr. Gridley, at that time the most eminent lawyer in 
the Colony. Having finished his preparation for the 
bar, he removed to Plymouth in 1748, and was admitted 
to practice. Two years. afterwards he removed to 
Boston, and came rapidly into notice as an accomplished 
advocate. His talents were in requisition far and near. 
On one occasion he went to' Halifax in the middle of 
winter, to argue a very important cause. His private 
studies were as incessant as his public labors were 
honorable. 

In the spring of 1775, Mr. Otis was married to Miss 
Ruth Cunningham, the very beautiful and accomplished 

• daughter of a wealthy merchant. They had three chil
dren, one son and two daughters. Mrs;> Otis is repre
sented as having been a placid and formal matron, hap
pily, adapted to modify the impetuous genius and reck
lessdaring which so peculiarly adapted her husband for 
the great crisis- of national affairs which he was destined 
in a great degree both to create and control. 

On November 26th, 1768, he addressed a letter toJ\fr. 
Arthur Jones, in which intimations occur of the gather
il1~;storm. "All business is at a stand here, little going 
on," besides military musters and reviews, and other 
parading of the red-coats, sent here; the Lord, {believe, 

• 
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only knows for what I am and have been long con
cerned, more for Great Britain than for the Colonies. 
You may ruin yourselves, but you cannot in the end 
ruin the Colonies. Our fathers were a good people; we 
have been a free people, and if you will not let us re
main so any longer, we shall be a great people, and the 
present measures can have no tende-ncy but to hasten, 
with great rapidity, events which every good and honest 
man would wish delayed for ages, if possible, prevented 

for ever." 
During the period of Colonial subordination, Otis was 

the constant vindicator of American rights; and when 
British usurpation became as burdensome as it was un
just, he defended his countrymen with an eloquence 
whose ultimate influence transcended his own sublime 
aspirations. He sowed the seeds of liberty in this new 
world, without living to see the harvest, and, probably, 
wi thou t ever dreaming w hat magnificen t crops would soon 

• be produced. But he seems to have felt himself predes
tined to an exalted public career, and knew that he oc
cupied "a dreadful post of observation, darker every 
hour." 

Circumstances do not so n;uch form men as reveal 
them; they develope the royalty of those who are kings 
without the name, and who, elevated by the tempest they 
,vere ~orn to rule, reign by force of character and gran
deur of thought. Without ancestors and without pro
.geny, alone of their race, their mission is accomplished 
when the occasion which demanded their existence is 
passed, and they then disappear, leaving to the world 
decrees which are sure to ,be perform~d., 
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In 1760, George the Second suddenly died; and' his 
grandson reigned in his stead. Then were edicts issued 
which enabled the ki.ng's·collectors to compel:aH sheriffs 
and:,..constables to attend a.nd aid them in breaking open 
houses, stores r cellars, ships, trunks, &c;,. &c., ',to search 
for goods which-it was supposed had not paid the un

righteous tlY'es imposed by parliament, through the influ-<" . . . . 
ence of. the royal governors, and certam avanclOus 
West India philters. Dreading the" obstinacy" of the 
Bostonians, the u{lnions of power proposed to try their 
first experiment at Salem: But the Supreme Court, then 
sitting there, ordered that the "great question of the le
gality,,_of the' obnoxious measure should be argued in 
Boston." " The. fire in the flint shines not till it ·be 
struck," and this was the occasion when Mr. Otis first 
became famous in history. When the or~er relating to 
the "Writs of Assistance," as .they were called, came 
from England, he was Advocate-General of the Colony 
of Massachusetts.· DeeI?ing them to be illegal and ty- /., 

. ralilnical, . he refused to enforce them, and resigned his 
office.- At-the reqt:IBst -of the Colonilsts,he undertook to 

.argue against the writs,. and met in stern conflict his 
-veteran -law-teacher, Mr. Gridley, then Attorney-General. 
It was on the. oceasion' of that great ~rgument, that 
James Otis blazed forth, the bold,-~rudite, brilliant and 
victorious champion of Colon.ial rights. Knowiqg that 
he .stood on the immovable foundation of justice, and 
'Conscious that· he was- fertified. by the~ law, he gave a 
• to his, oratorical powers, a'Ild soated into re-

of patrio:tic principles new both to himself and the 
world. The doctrines he bro~hed.·and the coo.elusions 
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he deduced, :fun like brands of fire 'on the 'Sl!mmits of the 
political' world, and kindled a conflagration destined 
to sandei- ev~ryfetter, and enligh-ten every human 
mind~J: 

The luoid impetuosity of that great speech, dazzled its 
antagonists· into awe-, and inspired a youthful-spectator 
with a .spirit of 'Patriotism which lived through the sub
sequent struggle for -national freedom, and on the memo
rable death-day of two Presinents, cried, amid shouting 
millions Qf happy citizens-" Liberty and Independence 

for ever !'~I' 
"Otis was a flame of fire," says John Adams, in his 

sketch of the ~cene. ~'With a promptitude of classical 
allusions, and a depth of research, a :rapid summary of 
historical events and dates, a profusion of legal authori
ties,' a prophetic glance of his eyes into. futurity, and a 
rapia torrent of impetuous eloquence, he hurried away 
all before him. Tlre" seeds of patriots and heroes were 
then 'and there sown. Every man of an immensely 
crowded audience appeared to me to go away, as I d1d, 
ready to take arms against Writs of Assistance. Then 
and there was the first scene of the firs'!: aet of~ opposi..:

tion to the arbitrary claims of Great Erita-in:- Then 
and, there t.he child Independerice was b~rn. In fif
teen years, that is, in 1776, he'grew up to manhood, and 
declared himself free." .. 

That spark· kindled -where itfel1 ; and we shall here

after-ha.ve- occasion to· show, -how the third· l?r~~: 
dent· of -the Uni.ted&tates· was in'a po].i tical senS~,t~!, 
siin~ltane-ously wi-th_ the first cry of liberty enunciatetf in 
the·Golo.ny of Virginia, by-theweat orator of the South. 
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, The question is, perhaps, more curious than profitable, 
which. relates to the source and occasion of the 'first of 
that series of events which produced the war of the 
~tlon., Men have often asked, what was its origi-

" 

nal cause, ~md whu struck the first blow? - This inquiry 
was well answered by President Jefferson, in' a letter to 
Dr. W ate~llse of Cambridge, written March 3d, 1818. 

" I ,suppSS'e it would be difficult to trace our Rev,olu
tion to its first embryo. We do not know how long it 
was hatching in the British cabinet, before they ven
tured to make the first of the experiments which were 
to ,develope it in the end, and to -produce co~plete par
liamentary supremacy. Those you mention in Massa
~husetts, as preceding the Stamp-Act, might be the first 
visible symptoms of that design. . The proposition of 
that Act, in 1764, was the first here. Your opposition, 
therefore, preceded ours, as occasion was sooner given 
there than here, and the truth, I suppose, is, that the op
position, in every colony, began whenever the encroach
m@.t was presented to it. This question of priority ~ 
as the inquiry would be, who first of the three hundred 
Spartans offered his name to '/Leonidas I . I shall be happy 
to see justice done to the merits of all." 

Leaving the question as to when and how the Revo
lution began, let us look at the aspect presented by this 
era in the career of Mr. Otis. He took the side of his 
country in the aoove legal contest, at great pecuniary 

e,and under other peculiar circumstances which 
. decision irrevocable. lfe was transferred at 

the ranks of private life to the leadership of 
opposition against the d'esigns. 'Of the British ministry. 
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"Although," says President Adams, " Mr. Otis had never 
before interfered in public affairs, his exertions on this 
single occasion secured him a commanding popularity 
with the friends of their country, and the terro:r;,and 
vengeance of her enemies; neither of which ever de

serted him." 
In the primitive opposition made by Otis to the arbi

trary acts of Trade, aided by the ';V rits of Assistance, 
he announced two maxims which lay at the foundation 
of all the subsequent war; one was" that "taxation 
vvithout representation was tyranny," the other, " that 
expenditures of -public money without appropriations by 
the representatives of the people, were arbitrary, and 
therefore unconstitutional./;, This early and acute saga
city of our statesmen, led Burke finely to describe the 
political fee1ing in America as follows; "In other coun
tries, the people, more simple, of a less mercurial cast, 
judge of an ill principle in government, only by an ac
tual grievance; here they anticipate the evil, and judge 
of the pressure of the grievance, by the badness of the 
principle. They augur misgovernment at a distance; 
and snuff the approach of tyranny in every tainted 
breeze." 

Mr. Otis was unanimously chosen to the legislature in 
May, 1'761. The chi~f topic in debate for the session 
was the currency. Governor Hutchinson and Otis 
were the leaders. The l~Jter gave proof of great learn
ing and powerful reasoning, mingled with great sarca.sm 
at his opponent, for whom he seems never to h~:', -. 
tertained either fear or respect. From his first appe~r
ance as a legislator, Otis exhibited such superiority of 
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talent and energy over all others, that, in 1703; we find 
him in the full lead of all, important measure~:: In this 
year, )Governor Ber.nard sent a 'message :re~pecting 
troQp»':whic~·was strong~y resented by our hero. The 
Governor replied in another message, to which Otis, as 
chairman of the committee appointed for that purpose, 
dr:ew up a r~ponse, which.contamed the following sen-
tence: . ' 

H No necessity can be sufficient to justify a House of 
Representatives, in giving u'p such a privilege; for it 
would :be of little consequence to the people, whether 
they were subject to George or Lewis, the king of Great 
Britain or the French king, if both were arbitrary,- as 
both would be, if they could levy taxes without Parlia
ment." 

When this was read, Mr. Paine, a member from W or
cester, -cried out "Treason 1 Treason I" but after an 
eloquent speech from Otis, the answer was passed entire 
by a large majority, and sent. to the Governor. We 
shaH .have ·occasion to not-tce' the striking resemblance 
between James Otis and Patrick Henry in their charac
ter and career; the above incident is' one of the par
allels. 

In.1762, a pamphlet . appeared, bearing the following 
title: "A Vindicatiop. of the -Conduct of the House of 
Representatives, of the Province" of the Massachusetts 
Bay: ,more partic~larlyin the last session of the General 
Assembly., By James,. Otis, Esq., a Me_mber of said 

~. 

Let such, such only, tread this sacred floor, 
Wb:d dare to love their country and be poor. 

f 
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Or good though rich, humane and wise though great, 
Jove give but these, we've naught to fear from fate. 

Boston,printed by Edes and Gill." ~ "J 
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Instead of copious quotations from this patriotic work, 
we present the follo\ving judgment upon its merits by 
one best qualified to estimate its worth.. "How many 
volumes," says John Adams, "are concentrated in this 
little fugitive pamphlet, the production of a few hurried 
liours, amidst the continual solicitation of a crowd 
of clients; for his business at the bar at that time 
was very extensive, and of the first importance, and 
amidst the host of politicians, suggesting their plans and 
schemes 1 Look over the Declarations of Rights and 
Wrongs issued by Congress in 1774. Look into the 
Declaration of Independence, in 1776. Look into the 
wri tings off Dr. Price and Dr. Priestley) Look into all 
the French constitutions of government; and to cap the 
climax, look into:Mr. Thomas Paine's)Common Sense, 
Crisis, and Righ ts of Man; what can you find that is 
not to be found in solid substance in this Vindication of 
the House of Representatives?" 

About 1776, Mr. Otis seemed inclined to a compro
mise, and labored to conciliate parties at· home and 
abroad. This excited surprise, suspicion and obloquy. 
But events" soon proved, that although he relaxed his 
opposition for a while, he had not changed sides. At 
the opening of the legislature in 176.5, he resumed his 
wonted standing, and, in the language of John Adams, 
"he on whose zeal, energy and exertions the whole':great 
cause seemed to depend"returned to his duty, and gave 
ep.tire satisfa~tion to the end' of his political c'ureer\" 

'\ 
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In the course of the same 'year, 1765, Otis produced 
another work, with the following title:- "Considerations 
on bthalf of the Colonists, in a Letter to a noble Lord. 
London: printed for J. Almon." The manuscript was 

·tent from New England, dated Boston, Sept. 4, 1765. 
_ ':'It was written- with great -spi~it and ability, and was the 

·:t~S.t printed work from the pen of Otis. 
." ;;Oh:lhe 19th of October, 1765, the Stamp-Act Con-. '.,.. ". . 

gress assem bled in New York. Nine colonies were re-
presented. Mr. Otis was one of the members from :Mas
sachusetts. . FIere, < as elsew-here, he stood high in the 
opinion of his colleagues, for extraordinary energy and 

talents. 
On his return to the colonial legislature of 1766, 8tis 

was appointed chairman of a committee to reply to the 
angry mes:::age of Governor Bernard. The answer is 
cIiaracteristic of its author. They do not dispute the 
governor's right to deliver 'a speech in any way he 
pleases; at the same time, when it contained sentiments 
which reflected on them or their constituents, they add, 
" it appears to us an undue ,exercise of the prerogative, 
to lay us under the necessity, either of silence, or of 
being thought out of season in making a reply. .Your 
Excellency says, that these times have been more diffi
cult than they need have been; \vhieh is also the opi
nion' of this House. Those who have made them so, 
have reason to regret the injury they have done to aS1n
cere and honest people.'" More follows in the same tart 
strti.-iri:, which we need not quote. 

During the session of this year, an innovation was 
made in the history of legislation which strikingly indi-

• 
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cates the progress then made in free thought and freedom 
of speech. On the 3d of June, 1766, Otis brought for
ward a proposition, which was carried, "for opening a 
gallery for such as wished to hear the debates." Thus 

,;r;. 

was a harmony firslproduced between the spirit of a re'-
presentative government and the masses of the people; 
a vast leap in the improvement which tended powerfully 
to diffuse knowledge and create vigilance among the· po
pulace in respect to their inalienable rights. To that 
little beginning in the patriotic and magnanimous mind 
of Otis, as in many other particulars, wei may trace the 
stupendous superiority of this country at present over 
all other nations, in the influence of parliamentary and 
popular speech. 

Repeated revolutions in France have bequeathed to 
that country two Houses of legislation, and a press par
tially redeemed from military despotism. But the Peers 
habitually hold their sessions in secret; and the Chamber 
of Deputies can scarcely be called a deliberative body. 
The members read their orations from a contracted pul
pit, to few or no listeners from among the people. Should 
a debate chance to grow warmly eloquent, any orator 
who might hazard an obnoxious sentiment against the 
crown, is liable to be immediately marched' out by an 
armed force. 

The legislature of England is scarcely more propitious 
to free and effective eloquence. In theory, the House 
of Commons contains about seven hundred. members; 
in practice, debates occur and laws are enacted usmilly 
in the presence of fifty or sixty. Most of the bills are 
drafted, not by members, but by clerks hired for that 
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pUTpose; leaving the dignitaries to rt.\lieve the stupidity 
of their stammering debates with frequent cries of "hear, 
hear 1" No popular audience is permitted; only a few 

J!standers can gain .admittan:e in an. o~scure gallery, 
''lind that under veFY'mconvement restnctlOns. Reports 
of debates are unauthorized, and of course imperfect. 
N6 visitl}r is allowed to have pen or pencil in his hand 
in Pa~1iament. - To render the matter worse, by a strange 
perversion of the hours, unknown in any other country 
or age, most of the important legislation transpires in 
the dead of nIght, when those who are sane and sound, 
and whodetlire to r@rnain so, are reposing in bed, rather 
than yawning on the lordly woolsack and the soft chairs 
of state. 

There are but three legislatures in the world that are 
popular, even 'in form. We have -glanced at two of 

-them, and if is evident that they present a meagre field 
for eloquence, compared \vith the American ~ongre:3s. 
In ttie British Parliament, for instance, there are not at 
pre~ent, and never were in its best- cemditron, more than 
two or three at anyone time, actuated by the great im
pulses of oratory. When some of the best productions 
accredited to the best days of Parliament were praised, 
Dr. Samuel Johnson said, "those speeches I wrote in a 
garret." But the rpasterly eloquence of our Congress 
has no such origin; it is partly inspired and fully veri
fied'by the crowds o(freemen whotnrong.free gaUerit:~, 
a right which J arilesOtis early perceived, and happily 
procured. 

Atrother important feature in the unfolding' of our 
free institutions, was the system of town-meetings which 
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began to be held as early as 1767. One held in October 
of that year was- presided over by Otis, and was called 
to resist new acts of British aggression on colomal 
rights. On Sept. 12th, 1768, a town-meeting was held, 
which was. opened with a prayer by Dr. Cooper. Otis 
was chosen moderator. The petition for calling the 
meeting requested, that inquiry E'hpuld be made of 
his Excellency, for" the grounds and reasons of sundry 
declarations made by him, that three regiments might 
be daily expected," &c .. A committee was appointed 
to wait upon the governor, urging him in the present 
critical state of affairs to issue precepts for a general 
assembly of the province, to take suitable measures for 
the preservation of their rights and privileges; and that 
he should·be requested to favor the town with an im
mediate answer. 

In October several ship-loads of troops arrive. The 
storm thickens. Another town-meeting is called, and 
it is voted that the several ministers of the Gospel be 
requested to appoint the next Tuesday as a day of 
fasting and prayer. The day arrives, aI!d Faneuil Hall 
is crowded by committees from sixt.y-two towns. They 
petition the. governor to call a General Court. Otis 
appeared' in behalf of the people, under circumstances 
that strongly attest his heroism. Cannon were planted 
at the entrance of the building, and a body of troops 
were quartered in the representatives' chamber. After 
the court was opened, Otis rose, and moved that they 
should adjourn to Faneuil Hall. . ",Vith a significant 
expression of loathing .and scorn, he observed, " that the 
stench oQcasioned- by the !roops in the hall of legislation 
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might prove infectious; and that it was utterly der<~ga. 
tory to the court to administer justice at the points of 
bayonets and mouths of cannon." 
" Soon after ,this, Mr. Otis was violently assaulted at 

the British coffe~-house in State street, by a miscreant >' 
named Robinson. Five or six bludgeons, and one 
scahbard, vyere 'foqnd on the scene of murderous attack, 
from which the assassin retreated through a back pas
sage. Mr. Otrs was cruelly lacerated in body and 
shattered in mind by this assault, to a degree from which 
he never entirely recovered. 

But the bloody 5th of~March soon arrived, and with 
it, nearly on the same spot, the massacre of citizens was 
perpetrated by mercenary troops. This aroused a whole 
people to the full atonement of outrageous wrongs. 

In 1770, mutilated and dispirited, Mr. Otis retired to 
the country in pursuit of health. The town of Boston, 
on th~ 8th of May, passed a special vote of thanks 
to him for his great public services, accompanied with 

strong solicitude for his recovery. 
In the debate on the Boston Port Bill in Parliament, 

April 15th,' 1774, Colonel Barre referred to the ruf. 
fian:ly attack made on Mr. Otis, and his treatment of 
the injury, in a manner that reflects honor on both of 
the orators. "Is this the return you make them?" 
inqui~ed the British statesman. ." When' a commis
sioner of the customs, aided/by a number of ruffians, 
assaulted the celebrated Mr. Otis'; in the midst of the 
town of Boston, and with the most barbarous vioience 
almost murdered him; did the mob, which, is said to 
nile that town, take vengeance on the perpetrators of 

t , 
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this inhu~an outrage against a person who is supposed 
to be theIr demagogue? No, sir, the law tried them, the 
law gave. heavy damages against them, which the 
irreparably injured Mr. Otis most gen~rously forgave, 
upon an acknowledgment of the offence. Can you 
expec~ a~y more such instances of magnanimity under 
the prmClple of the Bill now proposed ?" 

The allusion here is to the fact that when the jury 
had awarded to Mr: Otis 1\vo thousand pounds sterlinO' 

. 0' 
as damages, It was all relinquished as soon as Robinson 
publicly confessed the wrong. Said the noble.hearted 
sufferer, "It is impossible that .I should take a penny 
from a man in this way, after an acknowledgment of 
his error." S h '. 1 d uc magnammIty la ever been a trait 
pro~inent in lVIr. Otis. He was distinguished for g~n
eroslty to both friends and foes. Governor Hutchinson 
said of him ; "that he never knew fairer or more noble 
c~nd~ct in a pleader, than in Otis; that he ahvays 
dlsdamed to take advantage of any clerical error, or 
similar inadvertence, but passed over minor points, and 
defended his causes solely on their broad and substantial 
foundations." When he plead against Writs of As •. 
sistance he did it gratuitously, saying, " in such a cause, 
I despise all fees." But in that contest there was 
something nobler exhibited than superiority to mer. 
cenary consideration. "It was," says the venerable 
President so often quoted, "a moral spectacle more
affecti.ng to me than any I have since seen upon the 
stage, to observe a?pupil treating his master with all the 
deference, respect, esteem, and affection of a~ son to a 
father, and that without the least affectation; while he 
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baffled and confounded all his authorities, confuted 
all his arguments, and reduced him to silence! rWe 
crown, . by its agents, accumulated constructi01~\'~pon - : \ 

construction, and inferenye upon inference, ~.sihe· giants 
heaped\Pelion upon Ossa~ but Otis, like Ju~iter, dashed 
th~s whole building to pieces, and scattered the pulver
ized atoms to the four winds; and no judge, lawyer, or 
crown . officer dared to say, why do ye.so·? He raised 
such 'a storm of indignation, that even Hutchinson, 
who had been ~ppointed on."purpose to sanction this 
writ, dared not utter a word -in its favor, and Mr. 
Gridley himself seemed to me to ex.ult inwardly at the 

. glory and triumph of his pupil." 
. The ardent devotion to' literature which distinguished 

Mr. Otis early in life, and characterized his. subsequent 
career;: remained predominant in the evening of his 
days. His stores of knowledge were diversified and 
extremely abundant. Even after he suffered the shock 
which occasioned temporary insanity, he seized with 
avidity every opportunity for discussing literary topics, 
his, strong memory and 'copious' acquisitions always 

enabling him to take the lead. 
_ 'The above sketch of the mental character and political 
career of James Otis, will enable us the better to analyse 
his eloquence. But, unfortunately, few of his rhetorical 
productions are llOW extant. 'A sad fatality attended 
'all hislI~anusc!ipts. None of his speeches were fully 
recorded, and he himself being cut off froni active life 
before the Revolution actually commericed, 'his name is 
coimeefed--,vith' nUne of'the' public do~ments 'Of the 
nation. His memorials as an orator are 1'ather il'adi-

.r 
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tion~ry th~n actual; we are compelled to estimate his 
ments chl~fly through the imperfect descriptions, but 
boundless admiration, .of his time. But the mutilated 
fragments·that yet survive are colossal, and with these 
for our guide we can in faint idea reconstruct the noble 

(proportions of the origina~ works, as)Cuvier/built up the 
J\fas~don\from a few,rehcs, and Michael Angelo, with 
the \~orso' of the VatlCan before him, projected anew 
tbe.master-piece of Grecian genius on a scale of artistic 
grandeur which threw into insignificance all the con
ceptions of cotemporar'y minds. 

There is sublimity in the very idea of one man 
presuming to brave such perils and power as Mr_ Otis 
was called to face . 

"We can admire the man who dares a lion, 
But not the trampler on a worm." 

The era in which he was born w~s favorable to the 
exercise of his peculiar gifts.. The time to favor' free

dom! the set time:for the advent of a powerful advocate 
of popular rights, like Otis,had come; the "eorypheus !, 

ap.peared and brought the proper talents with him. 
H~s eloquence was bold, witty, pungent, and practical. 
HIS boldness was a promjnent trait, and the 'sure 
Frecurspr of powerful change.s. Men adapted to the 
wants ~~theirage are never wanting. 'When/por
tentous . storms are lowering-when the battles of 
fJ;~edom are appr;.oaching-when the excited ocean of 
human thought and feeling waves around some :firm, 
heroicalleader, as where "the broad-breasted rock 
glasses· his rugged forehead in ~he sea!'-,,-then are the 

4* 
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unutterable effects of eloquence produced less by the 
geni,us ,oL~the speaker,· than by the sympathy. of, the 
auti.ience. They receive with rapture what theIr own 

ardor has half inspired., ' 
From the life and education of Mr. Otis, we should 

infer that his eloquence would be naturally' and ex
tremely bold. The mind grows by what it feeds on ; 
it becomes invigorated' and fashioned both by its 
aliment and exercise. Every original thought, and 
every -genuine utterance imparts to a speaker new 
force of will and increased (felicity) of speech. The 
more one's mind shapes excellence to itself and bodies 
it forth in efforts to promote noble ends, the more is its 
native capacity,to create 'substantiated, land its happy 
power of execution increased. O~r passions are the 
most potent artists; they surround themselves with fit 
occasions, 'ylssimilate t, to themselves, appropriate mate
rials; and, when wisely disciplined in a sphere com
mensurate with their ability, they people the void of 
longing hearts with beautiful forms', and store the king
dom of thought with imagery, familiar or fantastic, 
radiant and divine, suited to every dass and every 

theme. I} 
Otis communed much with other minds, but more 

with his own. He was erudite, and yet original; 
courteous in his deference to the opinions ~f others, 
out bold and da~ing in his own, investigations. He 
was supple as a babe to appeals that were conciliating 
and motiv~s that were just; but in the presence of 
arrogance and oRpression, he was . stubborn as rock. 
Legio-ns of armed tyrants were to hrs bold" and indomi-

-- 1"~ 
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table spirit 'things to be trampled on in sport," like 
forms of chalk painted on rich men's floors for. one 
feast night." 

The wit exemplified by Mr. Otis in debate was often 
keen but never m'alignant, as in J olm Randolph. The 
attacks of the latter were often fierce and;virulent; not 
unfrequently in an inverse proportion to the necessity 
of the case. He would yield himself up to a blind and 
passionat-e obstinacy, and lacerate, his victims for no 
apparent reason but the mere pleasure of inflicting 
pangs.' In this respect, the orator of Roanok.e resem
bled the Sicilian tyrant whose taste for cruelty led him 
to seek recreation in putting insects to the torture. If 
such men cannot strike strong blows, they know how 
to fight with poisonous weapons; thus by their malig
nity, rather than by their hO.l1orable skill, they can 
brigg the noblest, antagonist to the ground. But Mr. 
Otis pursued moi:& dignified game and with a loftier 
purpose. He indeed possessed" a Swiftian gift of sar
casm," but, unlike the Dean of St. Patrick's, and the 

\,forensic gladiator alluded to above, he never employed 
it in a spirit of hatred and contempt towards the mass 
of mankind. Such persons should remember the words 
of/Co-ltoni that, "Strong and sharp as our wit may be, 
it is not so strong as the memory of foo18;-oor so keen 
as their resentment; he that has not strength of mind 
to forgive, is by no means weak enough to forget; and 
it is much more easy to do a cruel'"thi-ngo"than to say a 
severe one." 

The following extract from his Vindication of the 

paz Tern 72 F "rr rr ,., 



84 ORATORS OF THI: Al\lERWAN REVOLUTION. 

Colony of Massachusetts, in 1762, will illustrate both 
the boldness ahd· wi t of Mr. Otis : 

"In order to excuse, if not altogether justify the 
offensive passage, and clear it from ambiguity, I beg 
leave to premise twO" or three; dataJ 1. God made all 
men naturally equal. 2. The ideas of earthly superior:. 
ity, pte-eminence, - 'and grandeur, are educational, at 
least, acquired, not innate. 3. Kings were (and planta
tion governors should be) made for the good of the 
people, and not the people for them. 4. No govern:. 
ment has a right to make-hobby horses, asses, and 
slaves of the 'subject; nature baying mad~ su!ficien.t of 
the two former, for al1.theJawful purpo~es of man, from 
the harmlp.sS' ~sant in the field, to the most refined 
politician in the cabinet, but none of the last, which 
infallibly proves they are unnecessary." 

Another striking trait in the eloquence of James Otis 
was its pungency. He was eminentJy natural, intelli
gent, and in e~rnest. As completely armed as he was 
with-scholastic tools, yet, in his public speeches he 
never played' the artificial rhetorician .. ·No sooner did 
he face his -audience than he fe-signed all to the noble 
imp'ulses of his ardent nature, ·an"d sought a connection 
of ideas mOre than of words--or rather, he sought no. 
relation, and thuS" ,viel{led the true one ~ for passion, 
w.hen deep a:nd h-onest; has a logic· more cGmpact, and 
mo.'te. cGnvincing even, than reason. Figures that are 
striking, emotions that are fleeting, intermingled with 
close reasoning and calm repose, constitute a style of 
addreSs universally popular, because adapted to. our 
nature. Thoughts must not present a dry, anatomical 
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form, allowing the spectator coolly to count the musCles, 
the tendons, and the bones; they must be clothed with 
flesh, all glowing with latent heat that gives the body 
quick motion, and makes it tremble with the energies 
of immortal life .. The fragments of oratorical composi
tions which remain to us of Mr. Otis, are marked by 
sudden transitions, hold imagery, rapid reasoning, stern 
deductions, and overwhelming appeals. He was fear
less, impetuous, and imperiously independent. These 
are the mental qualities which constitute a fascinating 
orator. 

One who is accustomed to kxtemporaneous}speech in 
popular assemblies, and is therefore self-possessed, has 
a great advantage over the frigid. t1Jjnker who never 
looks for strong effects but through eGborate premedita
tion. When one can create thought rapidly on his feet, 
and has the grace of confidence in everv situation 

J , 

ascends the rostrum to harangue the multitude on anv 
topic that admits of an appeal to the feelings, the fir;t 
flash of his spontaneous soul creates a sympathetic 
communication between himself and his fascinated 
audience. That which is thus begun in pleasure and 
continued with a perpetually augmented force, is-an 
agency of great power, and may be subordinated to the 
most useful ends. At every new touch 'Of feeling, the 
popular heart swells with enlarged conceptions; at each 
loftier flight of fancy, a thousand eyes sparkle with 
delight or swim in emotion. All this tide of feeling in 
turn reacts upon the susceptible orator and rapidly 
~accumulates around him the -force of conviction. In 
this electrical communication between excited souls, the 

; . 
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whole man is wrought up to the highest pitch of mental 
action, ardent and irresistible as the blazing torrent of 
a volcano. The faults of such speakers are \ palpable,. 
but their excellences place them immeasurably beyond 
the abilities and fame of ordinary men. 

It might be said of the fervid style in which Mr. Otis 
was "vont to speak, as was said of the most renowned 
orator of antiquity. It is scarcely possible to divide his 
speeches, like those of most men, into argumentative 
and declamatory passages. "Logic and rhetoric are 
blended together, from the beginning to the end; the 
speaker, while always clear and profound, is always 
rapid and. j The vivid feel.ing displayed at 
intervals by bursts forth in him with every: 
sentence. We bly reminded of the description 

of lightning in Homer: 

" , By turns one flash succeeds, as one expires, 

And heaven flames thick with momentary fires.' " 

There is usu;::>Jly more passion than intellect in the 
eloquence vV'hich creates revolutions, "Ve are not 
much move,d by a little flame that burns for a long time, 
with a steady lighL But no one is indifferent to those 
conflagI"ations which ,suddenly burst 'through sombre 

, clouds and then expire as suddenly as they were born. 
i Pindat'lollg since ~ang of the astonishing effects pro
duced by that great furnace of nature, Etna, which is 
impressive not by an uniform eruption, but because at 
moments of fear and devastation it hurls up, from its 
profound depths, cinders;rocks, and rivers of flame. It 
is only the grand and extraordinary that is admirable' 
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and surprising. The passions are powerful advocates, 
and their very silenoe, when emotion grows dumb from 
its exces~, goes most directly to the soul. 

Many of the most effective orators, of all ages, 
have not been most succe,.§sful in long and formal 
efforts. N or have they always been close and ready 
debaters, "Sudden bursts which seemed to be the 
effect of inspiration-short sentences which came like 
lightning, dazzling, burning, striking down everything 
before them-sentences which, spoken at critical mo
ments, decided the fate of great questions-sentences 
which at once became proverbs-sentences which 
every body still knows by heart"-in these chiefly lay 
the oratorical power of Mirabeau and 0hath am Patrick ... ~ , 
Henry and James Otis. .":~;} 

American eloquence has ever resembled our national 
domain, spontaneous and; prolific, grand in outline and 
rich in tone. The most refined taste in landscape 
gardening acts on the principle that the greatest excel
lence consists in the resemblance to nature-nature 
adorned by a skilful grouping of her own charms 
around an occasional embellishment of art-but in all 
her prevailing features nature still. Otis was naturallv 
elevated in thought, and dwelt with greatest delight i~ 

• the calm contemplation of the lofty principles which 
should govern political and moral conduct. And yet 
h,e was keenly susceptible to excitement. His intellect 
explored the wilderness of the universe only to increase 
the discontent of those noble aspirations of his soul 
which were never at rest. In early manhood he was a 
close student, but as he advanced in age he became 
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more and more absorbed in publi-c action. As ominous 
storms threatened, the common we'aI, he found less 
delight in his library than in the stern strife of the 
.forum. As -he! prognosticatedjthe cOming t~mpest and 
comprehended its fearful ioisue, he bec-am'e transformed 
in aspect like one inspired. 'His appearance in public 
always commanded prompt and profound attention; he 
both awed and delighted the multitudes whom his bold 
wisdom so opportunely fortified., "Old South," the 
"Old Court House," and the "Cradl,e of Liberty," in 
Boston, were familiar with his eloquence, that resounded 
like a cheerful c1arion in "days that tried' men's souls." 
It was then' that his great heart -and fervid intellect 
wrought with teres ted and noble zeal,: his action 
became : and his eyes flashed with unutterable 
fire; _ his voice; distinct; melodious, swelling; -and in
creasing in height and depth wirh each new and bolder 
sentiment, filled, as with the palpable presenqe of a 
deity, the shaking wans. ,The listeners became rapt 
and impassioned like the~pe~er, tilt their very breath 
forsook them. He poured f-orth a "flood- of argument 
and passion" which ,achieved the ~ubHmest earthly 
g(j~, a~d happily exemplified the description which 

lPercivaVhas given of indignant patriotism exp-r;.essed.in 
eloquence: -... : 

" It~w~rd8-
, Are few', bu:t, deep and solemn; ;mdthey break 
, Fresh..£roin ,the'-fount of feeling, and are full 
Of all fhat passion, which, on Carmel, fired -

_ The holy p~o}lhet, when his lips wer~ coals. 
The language winged with terror~ _as ~hen bolts, 

I, 

·,L,X? 

JAMES OTIs. 

Leap from the brooding tempest, armed with wrath, 
Cpmmissioned to affright us, and destroy." 

89 

We have said' that the eloquence· of Otis was bold, 
witty, and pungent; we remark, in conclusion, that it 
was exceedingly practical.' The great body of the 
people comprehend thought and genius most easily 
under the emblems of force; they are ready to respect 
that which they love, and yield willingly to that which 
impels them; they' highly appreciate that which is 
heard with pleasure. and venerate the heart that has 
profoundly moved them. Intellect and emotion consti
tute the basis of an effective speech; but the commanding 

iform, (stentorian flungs, and flashing eye: ~re indis
pensable a~jun~ts to the popular speake:~_ 

The traIt whICh, perhaps, was most prominent in Mr. 
Otis, wITs his constant and complete forgetfulness of 
himself in the themes he discussed. He explored all 
the resources at command, and, in defending his posi
tion, became entirely absorbed. While engaged in 
speaking, he appeared to be ab~lutely possessed by his 
subject, and thought as little of the skill he, should .. 
display 'as an orator, as he who is fighting for his life 
thinks of the grace he shall eX'hibit in the flourish of 
his weapons. _ Enthusiastic sincerity actuated his great 
native powers, and gave them overwhelming fo;ce. 
His was the true eloquence of nature, the language' of 
a strong mind under high but well regulated excitement. 
The 'disEmthralment of the Colonies of America was the 
grand ambition of his soul; and to the attainment of 
this he subordinated all the resources he could com
mand. Freedom, of the- most exalt~d kind, was the idol 

t it z 
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of his heart, and, as he braved the terrors of rebellion 
agai.nst sovereign power, he saw nothing, loved nothing, 
with affection more fixed. In this consisted his best 
qualification for the great work to the execution of 

which, under Providence, he was assigned; 

" For he whom Heaven 

.H;th call'd to be th' awakener of a land, 
Should have his soul's affections all absorbed 

In that majestic purpose, and press on 
To its fulfilment, as a mountain-born 
And mighty stream, with all its vassal-rills, 

Sweeps proudly to the ocean, pausing not 

To dally with the flowers." 

In respect fo physical ability, Otis was happily en
dowed. One who knew him well has recOl;ded, that 
"he was finely formed, and had an intelligent :counte
nance : his eye, voice, and manner were very impres
sive. The elevation of. hig mind, aQd the known 
integrity of his purposes, enabled him to speak with 
decision and dignity, and commanded the respect as . . 

well as the admiration of his audience. His eloquence 
sh~wed but little ~magination, yet it was instinct with the 
fire of passion." It may be not unjustly said of Otis,' as 
of J udge :M~rshall, that "He was one of those rare 
beings that s~em to be sent among men from time to 
time, to keep alive our faith in humanity." He had a 
wonderful power over the popular feelings, but he em
ployed it only for great public benefits. He seems to 
have said to himself, in the language of the great master 

of the maxims of life and conduct: 
~ 
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" This above all,-to thine own self be true , 
And it must folIo",", as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

91 

Otis was just the p~rson to kindle a conflagration; 
to set a continm1t on fire by the power of speech. 
When heard on exciting local topics, deep feeling, 
kindred to the sentiments of the orator, opened each 
heart and soul to the stream of his burning thoughts. 
Assembled multitudes love that which dazzles them , 
which moves, strikes, and enchains them. In the 
best orations of the ancients, we find not a multi
plicity of ideas, but those which are the most pertinent, 
and the strongest possible; by the first blows struck 
ignition is produced, and the flame is kept blazing with 
increased brilliancy and power, until guilt stands re
vealed in terror, and tyranny flies aghast. It is indeed 
true, as an American poet has said, 

" Few 

The spirits who originate and bend 

All meaner hearts to wonder and obey, 
As if their look were death, their word were fate ." ) 

but Otis was certainly one of this rare class. 
. His eloquence, like that of his distinguished successors, 
was marked by a striKing individuality. It did not 
partake largely of the placid firmness of Samuel Adams; 
or of the intense brilliancy and exquisite taste of the 
younger Quincy; or the subdued and elaborate beauty 
of Lee; or the philosophical depth of John Adams; or 
the rugged and overwhelming energy of Patrick Henry; 
though he most of all Americans, resembled the latter. 
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Compared with English orators, our great country
man was not unlike \ Sheridanl in natural endowment. 
Like him, he was unequalled in impassioned appeals 
to the general heart of mankipd. He swayed all by 
his electric fire' charmed the timid, and inspired 

~~ , . 

the weak; su"hdued the haughty, and enthralled the 
prejudiced. 'He traversed the field of argument and. 
invective as a Scythian warrior scours the plain, shoot
ing most deadly arrows when at the greatest speed. 
He rushed into forensic battle, fearless of an conse
quences; and 118 the ancient war-chariot wo~ld some
times set its axle on fire by the rapidity of its own 
movement, so would the ardent soul of Otis become 
ignited and fulminate with thought, as he swept 
irresistibly to the go.\ll. When aroused by some great 
crisis, his eloquent words ,vere like bolts of granite 
heated in a volcano, and shot forth with unerring aim, 

crashing where they fell. 
No patriot was ever more heartily devoted to the 

welfare of his country, nor more practical in his public 
toils, than was James Otis. Taking into consideration 
the times in ,vhich he appeared, and the sublime results 
that have flovved from the influence he exerted, the 
following language of President Adams seems appro-. 
priate and.just. "I have been young, and now am old, 
and I solemnly s~y, I have never known a man whose 
love of his country was more m'dent or sincere; never 
one who suffered so much; never one, whose services 
for anv ten years of rhis life, were so important and 

01 • ' 

essential to the cause of his country, as those of Mr. 
Otis, from 1760 to 1770." 

93 

Mr. Otis suffered much in the latter part of his lire 
from the gloomy effects produced by Robinson's brutal 
assault. He lived retired in the country in the most 
simple and quiet manner;:- In the lucid intervals of his 
mind he conducted some legal business, and habitually 
devoted himself to literary and religious cultivation. 
In 1782, his grandson, the distinguished Ii ving repre
sentative of the family, Harrison Gray Otis, brought 
the venerable patriot from Andover on a visit to Boston. 
There he received great attention from his old friends, 
ana especially from Governor Hancock. What a scene 
must this have been to the great pioneer of the Revo
lution! What exciting, but hallowed recollections 
must have rushed on his mind, as in the midst of a free 
and mighty people, and encompassed by his old com
rades whose youth he had inspired and whose action 
he had guided, ~e sat down, the patriarch of freedom 
at the festi,ve board of honor and wealth! But the 
exhilaration was too much for his shattered nerves and 
agitated mind, He was immediately advised by his 
brother and grandson to return to the quiet of rural 
life again, which he did with the gentleness of a 

child. 
Six weeks after -his return to Andover, his end 

came in a manner -as remarkable as had been his 
career. When first emerging from insanity, he had 
said to his sister, Mrs. Warren, "my dear sister, I hope 
when God Almighty, in his righteous providence, shall 
take me out of time into eternity, that it will be by a 
flash of lightning;" and this desire he often repeated. 
On the 23d of May, 1783, a heavy cloud suddenly 
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:rose. -Otis, calm and sound in mind, stood leaning on 
his cane in the front door of the house where he resided. 
A single flash glared on the family assembled near, and 
Mr. Otis fell instantaneously dead in the arms of Mr. 

Osgood, w~~rang forward as he saw ~i,m sink. The 
body was ~ught to Boston, and hIs funeral was 
attended by one of the most numerous processions ever 
seen in New England. 

Peace had just been concluded .. The great battle of 
the Revolution had been fought and won, when the 
great mind which had incurred the most fearful affiicfion 
in the early strife, permitted at length to gaze in placid 
joy on the glorious result, was then by a bright bolt 

, snatched to Heaven without a pang. 
A cotemporary poet wrote a commemorative ode, 

which closed as follows: 

" Yes! when the glorious work which he begun, 
Shall stand the most complete beneath the sun; 
'When peace shall come to crown the grand design, 
His eyes shall. liVe to see the work divine-
The heavens snaIl then his generous' spirit claim, 
In storms as loud as his immortal fame ,-
Hark, the deep thunders echo round the skies! 
On wings of flame the eternal errand flies. 
One chosen, charitable bolt is sped-
And Otis mingles with the glorious dead." ('1'"\ 

. ........1 
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CHAPTER III. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 

LAST OF THE PURITANS. 

ONE of the brightest and most prominent traits in the 
early history of our country, is presented in the exalted 
moral worth Qf many of the leading patriots. It is a 
feature delightful to contemplate, and one that accounts 
for whatever is worthy and stable in our free institu
tions. If our principal men are not men of principle, it 
is vain 10 look for enduring excellence in the works they 
execute. Burke sagaciously remarked, "I never knew 
a man who was bad, fit for service that was good. 
There is always some disqualifying ingredient, mixing 
and spoiling the compound. The man seems paralytic 

.. on that side, bis muscles there have lost their very tone 
. and character-they cannot move. In short, the ac
complishment of any thing good is a physical impossi

~. bility for such a man. There is decrepitude as well as 
" . distortion-he could not, if he would, is not more cer

tain'than he W;ould not, if he could." 
-,' 

The,:late George Canning, himself a happy example of 

the ~ssociation of private morality. and political emi
;~enoe, ill;' an eatly, literary work, enforced the necessity 

~~:;~~'" : :, '.. .... . 
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o( personal purity, as illustrative of publie character, 

with a vigor of thought and elegance of diction peculiar 

to .hjmself. He :first quotes the follo\ving rernark from 

aniUti."s1t.rious master of aneient eloquence: "It is impos
sihle that the unnaturlll father, the hater of his own 
blood, should be an able and faithful leader of his coun-

. -.. ~ 

try; that the mind which is insMsibJe to the intimate and 
touching influence of domestic:· affection, should be alive 

to the remoter influence of p::Hriotie feeling; that pri
vate depravity should consist vvith public virtue." "The 
lientiment is here expressed," says Canning, "with all the 
vehemence of a poli tieal'6hief; cons6ious of the amiable-. 

ness of His own domestie life, and inveighing" against a 

rival,:t'lq'~;fl'ong in most points to be spared vvhen he 
Was found weak. It has, however, a foundation of truth, 

and m~)T suggest the advantages resulting from the 
;:Brendedspecies of biography of which vve have spoken. 

Even in the anomalous cases where no correspondence, 

or no dose correspondence, can be traced between the 

retired and the . more conspicuous features of a 
"', compatatjve, exhibition of the two has its 

fUI,:nish the:R~iIbsopher with man:f interest
;reflection. ,The chief use, hovvever, of 

~'~:bilii~p resides in the rule ,ttTid n(;t in the ex
ttq:Si b~19ngs not to· the speculative fi~w, -but to 

actlve'li~any. By associating, in the vie'iN of man

kind, whatever is amiabl~~ and, as it ,vere, feminiite in 
the hU,man character, with whatever in itiis commanding 

and Herculean, it takes~avantage of our ven.enition for 
" : .. '. ~.'~'!'J.:~-

the latter tobetraY~'~f}lhtiS a· j~espect for the former. It 

t~I,,,gives dignity toth~:ifdhHH~r"'Viit,n!~'3;nl1,dome~ticc~,~~~, _ ",~, 
.. :I'~i . . · .. "1 ~i ;;' '. , " 'r'~~f~ !';~:~ 
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ties in the eyes both of public and private men, both of 
those who aspire to become great, and of those who are 

content to remain little; and thus secures the vital inte-
rests of society." . 

A happy instance and illustration of the above doc
trine is before the ,vorId in the life and character of 

8amJlel iJdarns. He was born in Doston, on the 27th 

of September, 1722. The family from which he de~ 
scended \Va.s one that early emigrated to New England, 
and commenced the settlement of the Colony. His 

father was a man of considerable wealth, of irreproach
able character, a magistrate of Boston, and a member of 

the House of Assembly for many years, under the Colo

nial government. Having resolved to give his son a 
liberal education, Samuel Adams vvas placed under the 
instruction of 1\11'. Lovell, a celebrated teacher of the 

grammar school in Boston. U neIer his supervision 
young Adams was fitted for admission to Harvard Uni

"Versity, at an early ago. He graduated with honor in 

1740, when only eighteen years old, and took his Mas
ter's degree at twenty. 

,Vhen Samuel Adams graduated, J oim Adams was 

five years old, and Josiah Quincy and Joseph Wa:rren 
yet unborn. James Otis was three vears after Samuel 

~ 

Adams, in the list of graduates, and Quincy twenty-three 
years after him. John Adams completed his college 

course in 1755, which was fifteen years after the gradu
ation of Samuel. Samuel Adams was distinguished at 
the university for a serious and secluded cast of mind. 

He at first designed to devote. himself to the Gospel 

~inistry, but read comprehensively, especially in 
5 . ii, 
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history. The severe writers of Greek and Roman an
nals were his favorite authors; but Divinity was the 
profession he resolved to live and die by. 

The year that Samuel Adams entered Harvard, was 
the same in which the Earl of Chatham entered Parlia
ment, so that he must have seen the whole of that great 
statesman's splendid career.. But the .greatnes§: he saw 
from afar and emulated, neither crippled the expansi:on 
of his own free faculties nor created fcar in his breast. 
He was early distinguished for great assiduity in study, 
and p~omptness in the performance of collegiate duties. 
He was equally remarkable for the uprightness of his 
demeanor and the frugality of his habits. From the 
stipend allowed him. by his father, he saved a sum suffi
cient to publish an original pamphlet, entitled" English
men's Rights." vVhen he took his second degree, the 
thesis he discussed was, "JVhetlzer it be latrful to resist 
the SUPREME MAGISTRATE, if the COJnmonweaZth cannot 

be otherwise preserved?" This he affirmed a.nd main
tained with great force, in the presence of the king's 
Governor and his Council, in the reign of George the 
Second, .while Sir Robert Walpole was Prime Minister, 
81n&·th.e';eColonies were not only at peace but exceedingly 
loyal to England. But in that young bosom lay the ele
ments of glorious rebellion, and in the question he dis
cussed in 1740, lay. the whole history of the v;rar of In
dependence, which dates from 1776. 

Samuel Adam~ must be regarded as the great leader 
of our Revolution. As such he was regarded beyond 
the Atlantic, where his r~al character seems to have 
been better understood than at home. Mr. Adolphus" 
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in the second volume of the history of England, speaks 
of him thus: "Samuel Adams, a distinguished leader of 
the American councils, noted for subtlety, perseverance 
and inflexibility, boasted in all companies, that he had 
toiled twenty years to accompli'sh the measure of Inde
pendence. During that time he had carried his art and 
industry so far, as to search after every rising genius in 
the New England seminaries, employed his utmost abili
ties to fix in their minds the principles of American In
dependency, and now triumphed in his success." A 
learned commentator on this authority, who thoroughly 
understood the character of Samuel Adams, asserted 
t.hn:t he v{as "no boaster, but a polite gentleman of mo
dest carriage." 

The Rev. Dr. William Gordon, another Englishman, 
who resided a nurnber' of years near Boston, as a parish 
minister, says in his fourth Letter on the history of those 
times, "that Samuel Adams became a member of the 
legislature in September, 1765; that he was zealously 
attached to the rights of Massachusetts in particular, 
and the colonies in general, and but little to his own 
personal interest; that he was well qualified to second 
Mr. Otis, and learned in time to serve his own political 

views by the influence of the other; that he was soon 
noticed by the House, chosen and continued their clerk 
fl'om year to year, by which means he had the custody 
of their papers; and of these he knew how to make an 
advaptage for political purposes. He was frequently 
upon important committees, and acquired great ascen
dency by discovering a readiness to acquiesce in the 
proposals and amendments of others, -while the end 

1,1 ' 
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alffi12:d at bv them did not eventuallv frustrate his lead-. . 
ing designs. He showed a pliableness and complaisance 
iIr thes~ smaller matters which enabled him, in the issue, 
to carry those of much greater consequence; and there 
,,,ere," says the historian, "many favorite points, which 

the' sons of liberty' in Massachusetts meant to carry, 
Bven though the Stamp-Act slzouU be repealed." 

'I'homas, J enerson, in a letter to the grandson of Sa
muel Adams, said: "He was truly a great man, wise in 
council, fertile in resources, immovable in his purp6ses ; 
and had, I think, a greater share than any other meinber 
of Congress, in advising and directing our measures in 
the northern ,val'. As a speaker he could not be com
pared ''\lith his living colleague and namesake, whose 
deep conceptions, nervous style and undaunted firmness, 
made him truly our bul'wark in debate. But Samuel 
Adams, although not of fluent' elocution, ,vas so rigor. 
ously logical, so clear in vie,,,~s, .abundant in sense, and 
master ahvays of his subject, that he commanded the 
most profound attention whenever he rose in an assem
bly, where the froth of declamation was heard with the 
most sovereign contempt." 

Again, in a letter written by the Raine renowned pa
triot to Dr: "\Vaterhouse, he says: 

" Dear Sir-Your letter of the 15th was received on 
the 27th, and I 'am glad to find the name and character 
€If Samuel Adams coming forward, and in so good hands 
as I suppose them to be. I was the youngest man but 
one in the old Congress, and he the oldest but 'one, as I 
believe. His only senior, I supP?se, was Stephen Hop-

} 
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kins, of and by whom the honorable mention made in 
your letter ,vas richly merited. 

" Although my high reverence for Samuel Adams \vas 
retui·ned by habitual notices from him, which highly flat
tered me, yet the disparity of age prevented intimate 
and confidential communications. I alvvays considered 

him, more than any other member, the fountain of our 
important measures; and although he was neither 
an eloquent nor easy speaker, whatever he said was 
sound, and commanded the profound attention of the 
House .. 

" In,. the discussions on the floor of Congress, he re
posed himself on our main pillar in debate, Mr. John 
Adams. These two gentlemen were verily a host in our 
councils. Comparisons with their associates, northern 
or southern, would answer no profitable purpose; but 
they \vould suffer by comparison with none." 

It will be' unnecessary to cite further cotemporary 
authorities, touching the general outlines of Samuel 
Adams' character. The idea of the Independence of 
the Colonies was doubtless more or less cherished from 

the beginning, but he was the first man who embodied, 
and, with extraordinary tact and effect, diffused that 
doctrine from North to South, until it became in '76 the 
vital principle of our constitution. Many years before 
ordinary minds dared to hope for such a consummation, 
Gordon '''Tote in his history, that" Mr. Samuel Adams 
long since said, in small, confidential companies, , This 
country~hall be independent, and we will be satiified with 
nothing short oj it.' " 

In turning now to a more specific analysis of the 

": 
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mental structure of this great patriot, with an effort to 
estimate the value of his public services, it is proposed 
to consider the influence of his pen, his tongue and his 
example. 

First, let us glance at what he achieved with his pen. 
We hal7e seen that he accustomed himself to political 
writing while at col1ege .. He was favorably known as 
a polemic, during the administration of Governor Shir
ley, whom he opposed on the ground of his exercise both 
of the -civil and military power. When the intelligence 
reached Boston, in 1763, of a design to tax the CDlo
nies, and place the-revenue at the disposal of Parliament, 
Adams promptly opposed the measure. At that period, 
when the town met to choose their representatives to 
the General Assembly, it was the custom to instruct 
them respecting their legislative duties. Soon after the 
ominous news arrived, the people elected Mr. Adams to 
draw up appropriate instructions. The document is yet 
extant in his own hand-writing; and in that manuscript 
is found the first public denial of the right of the British 
Parliament to tax the Colonies without their consent
the first denial of parliamentary supremacy-and the 
first public suggestion of an union on the part of the 
Colonies, to protect themselves a:gainst British aggres
sion. 

Samuel Adams possessed a c'alm, solid, and yet po
lished mind. There is a wonderful lucidness in his 
thought -and 'phraseology; every thing about his compo
sition is "p-Iain, forcible, and level to the siinplest"'compre
hension. Above all the men of his day, he was distin
guished for sound practical judgment. An prominent 
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statesmen looked to him for counsel. He aided Otis in 
preparing state papers; and a direction to the printers, 
attached to some of Josiah Quincy's manuscripts, reads 
--" Let Samuel Adams, Esq" correct the press." . In 
fact there vllere fe,v, if any, important documents pub
lished between 1764 and 1769, in Boston, that were not 
revised by the GOO] and solid judgment of the New Eng
land P hocion. 

The idea of assembling the first Congress not only 
originated with him, but he early became a conspicuons 
delegate in that hody. He was placed upon every im
portant committee, wrote or revised every report, and 
had a hand in every measure designed to counteract 
foreign tyranny. The people of America soon recog
nized in him one of their most efficient supporters, and 
the government in England openly proclaimed him one 
of the most inveterate of their opponents. 

Samuel Adam.s possessed various instrumentalities for 
promoting political and moral designs, and not the least 
~tmong them was his versatile and potent pen. He is 
said to have wielded that almost omnipotent engine, a 
free press, 'with the irresistible arm of a giant. Clear 
and cogent paragraphs, scattered about in newspapers, 
stung the popular mind to the quick; while more elabo
rate essays, like those of Junius, convinced and im
pe11ed leading men, and prompted all classes to execute 
the purposes at whicb the great patriot aimed. 

In the seeond place, his living eloquence was a pow
erful auxiliary to the popular cause. But of this orator, 
as of James Otis, there are but few written remains. 
The patriots of those times acted, wrote and spake, as 

I' •• .." •• 
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though they felt deeply that th~y ,vere born for their 

eountry and for mankind. They were evidently more 
intent in Jaying the foundation of great institutions for 
the benefit of posterity, than in recording transient me
morials of themselves. 

Several traits in the. eloquence of Samuel Adams are 
11V0rthy of particular notice; among these were his sa

gacity, his kno\vledge of man, his fearlessness of kings, 

and his devotion to republican liberty. 
He commenced his public . .1ife as a legislator in 1765, 

in the General Assembly, as a representative from Bos
ton. He very soon became distinguished .in that body 

for his wisdom, foresight, and ardent support of popular 

:rights.. His commanding influence and stern defiance 

of foreiign aggression, soon attracted the notice of the 

agents of Parliament. Overtures ,were made to him by 

Governor Hutchinson, but they were. indignantly re
jected; and Hutchinson, refelTing to his discomfiture in 

a letter to a friend, said: "Such is the obstinacy and 

inflexible disposition of the man, that he can never be 
coneili~tted by any office or gift whatever." No lan

guage could express a higher tribute to the integrity and 

patri.otism of Mr. Adams. , 
During the angry contention which lasted for several 

years between the citizens and the military f(;n~ce quar
tered in Boston, and ;which came to the melancholy 
iss.ue in the massacre of March 5th, 1770, Samuel 
Adams, aided by John Adams, Hancock and others, 

bore a prominent part, in efforts to effect their reinoval 
from the town. On the morning after the ou trage was 
committed, a public meeting was held, and Samuel 

) 
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Admns \ya~, .placed at the head of a committee to wait 

on the acti ng governor, Hutchinson, and denune! the 
rem(lvul of the troop~. Hutchinson at first evaded the 
immediate request, by offering SOIne frivolous plea; but, 
being told by Mr. Adams that the people still remained 
in session, determined on redress, and that the conse
quenees of his refusal must rest upon his own head, 

he p t .last promised eonlpliance with their demands. 

Not long aftci' another oceasion occurred when the 
s:~g:c.ei OLlS firmness of this great moral hero was called 
into profitable requisition. Governor Hutchinson, hav
ing refused to receive his salary from the province, and 

being paid by.the crown, was madc independent of the 
peope, \vho scnv at once in this move a dangerous in

novation. They remonstrated with the Governor, but 

tbeir Hlem<:'rials were treated with indifference and 
contempt. On N overnber 2d, 1772, on the motion of 

Samuel Adams, a l~rge committee of citizens were ap
pointed" to sta1,e the rights of the Colonists, and of this 
province in partieular, as men, as Christians, and as 
subjects; to ·communicate and publish the same to the 

sev~ral towns in this province and to the world, as the 

sense of this tOlivn, with the infi-ingements and violations 
thereof; that have been, or from time to time may be 
madl;: ;, .. ,also requesting of each town a free com~unica
tion of their sentiments on this subject." This was the 
Ol:jginnJ,.com.mittEle of correspondence, out of which grew 
the su:ps:equ.ent un,!on of the Colonies, and the Congre~s 
of. the United States. 

Governor Gagtl arrived in. Boston in May, 1774, and 
preSUflllng UPO!l the truth of a maxim which originated 

1 r ',!: II 
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among British politicians, andr~if~:enetallybe]ieved there, 
that "every man has his price," (lffered a heavy" con
sideration" through Colonel Fenton, his agent, to Samuel 
Adams. But those minions of regal power' and rotten 
aristocracy ,vere destined to leal'D, that there is such a 
thing as patriotism, which thrones cannot awe nor 
bribes corrupt. If the sturdy patriot was found to be 
proof against venality and corruption, then the ngent of 
tyrannical arrogance was direeted to threaten him with 
an arrest for treason. Mr .. Adams, glowing with indig
nation at such attacks up(m his honor and 'patriotism, 
first demanded of the messenger, Penton, a solemn pledge 
that he wouFd return to Gage his reply just a~ it was 
given, and then rising in aflrm manner, said, "I trust 
that I have long since made my peace with the King oj 
kings. No personal considerat1:on shall ind'uce me to 
abandon the righteous cti'Use ·~f my country. Tell 
Governor Gage, it is the advice of Samuel Adams to 
him, no longer to insult the feelings of an exasperated 
people." 

. The Governor having vetoed no less than thirteen 
Councilors, chosen by the people·jrl May, 177·f, and ad
journed the General C(!)urt to Salem, the Assembly at 
length advised a Congress ofth(~ Colonies at Philadel
phia, in Sttptemher. Samuel Adams was one of the five 
delegates sent from Massaehusetts; In the C()ntinental 
Coiigress; as eve'rywhe.re dse; he was indefatigable ana 
earnest in his 1abors to prom'ote'the .. cause of freedom. 
John Adams, in a magnanimous allusion to Thomas 
leffetson,.spea:ks of }tis . namesake and.·· co-patriot in a 
way illustrative of our present topie. J efferson, .said he, 

. ' 

,~ 
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q'though a silent member, he was so prornpt, frank, ex
plicit, and decisive upon committees-not even SAMUEL 

ADAMS wa.<; nUH'e so-that he soon seized my heart." 
Indeed, all coteruporary proof goes to show that in the 
committees of Congress, and in the associations of the 
"Sons of Liherty," at Boston, he was the soul of their 
movements. 

Another peculiarity of Samuel Adams was, his pro
found and accurate acquaintance with the nature of 
mall. He had studied its secret springs, and could 

menTe them at pleasure. He knew that the human 
heart is like the earth. " You may sow it, and plant it, 
and build upon it in all manner of forms; but the earth, 
ho\vever cultivated by man, continues none the less 
spontaneously to produce its verdures, its wild flowers, 
and aU varieties of natural fruits." The spade and the 
plough trouble not the profounder depths where innu
rnernble germs are hid. The identity of this planet on 
whi(~h we live is not more perpetual than that of human 

nature. Its lat.ent impulses we mu-st know. Its sponta
neOblS productions we must learn to employ, if we would 
toil :iI.ffiong mankind with success. 

One or two inst.ances will suffice to illustrate Mr. 
Adams' skill in dealing with mankind. A great" town
meeting" was held in Faneuil Hall, to form an associa
tioIi against the importation of goods into Boston from 
Britain"until certain grievances were redressed. That 
the leaders in this business contemplated a limited time 
is'EWident from the fact that at a subsequent period, both 
Samuel and John. Adams opposed, in Congress, the non
import'ationscheme, lest the oou,ntry should be exhaust-
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ed of certain necessary .articles when they came t,p fight. 
~rhe object proposed to the aforesaid popular meeting in 
Falleuil Hall was received by general acclamation. But 

1\1 . I 
a .lvlt 1\fc~, a Scotehman and large importer, refus-
ed to j''6in the .associ"ation. The~ Scotch were uncom

monly loyal to· George the ·Third, and are usually not 
very slow to look after their own interests. Some were 
wroth that this citizen refused to sign the non-importation 

agreement; but angry \vords were by no means en
couraged by Mr. Adams, for the suav-iter in modo was, a 

prominent trait in his energetic 'character. The com

mittee from the meeting who had been directed to call 
on the stubborn Scotchman, and who had been repelled 
by him, Viere directed to call on the recusan t again; 

they returned with the same answer; when Mr. Adams 

.arose and moved, that the meeting (about 1\vo thousand 

persons) should resolve itself into a committee of the 

uJhole house,' and \vait upon Mr. Mc--, at the close of 

the meeting". to. urge his compliance with the general 

wish;· \vhich being agreed to without a dissenting voice, 
they proc~eded to transact the business before them. 

The sagacious patriot knew.that the individ~lal in ques

tilIDh~d per~op.al friends in the weeting, some of whom 
immbcliately. sHi)ped a\vayto inform him, that the whole 
body would, as a committee, .. ..wait upon him at the close 

of the meeting. The J;,esult was, as Mr. Adams antici
pated. In -the midst of their deliberations on other 

subjects"in rushed Mr. Mc---, all·in a fcam. and bow

ihg to-the., chair.man and to Mr. Adams, told theln. that 
he was ready and·~viIling to put his n.ame to the non
illlpodation pledge. . Mr. Adams pointed to a seat near 

r 
i 

SAl\lUln. ADAMS. 109 

him, \~ith a polite, eondescending bow of protection in 
the presence of the people, which quieted the alarm of 
the discreet Scotchman, who was struck ,"vith dread at 
the idea of two thousand people presenting themselves 
before his cl,welling, and hastened to avert such threat

ening honors. 
Another sagacious IYIO\'Cment on the part of Samuel 

Adams, and one of the most profitable deeds of his 

I)atriotic life, was his enlistinrr the vel''' rich and accom-c::, .,'T 

plished John IIancock in the popular causo. The means 
of accomplishing this !1ave never transpired, but as to 
the author of the achievement there is no doubt. The 
cause of freedom througbou t the world is greatly indebt
ed to both men. One gave to it-his great mind, and the 

other his splendid fortune; one obtained cotemporary 
fame~ the other, like all heroes of the highest order, re
posed on posterity. But it is easy to suppose that the 

watchful and diltgent votary of Ii~erty felt no little com
placency in winning so potent an auxiliary to the cause 
he most dearly loved. One day John and Samuel 
Adams were ·walking in the Boston Mall, and w'hen 

they came opposite the stately mansion of Mr. Hancock, 
the latter turning to the former, said, with emphasis, "I 

have done a very good thing for our cause in the course 

of the past week, by enlisting the master o( that house in 
it. tIe is well disposed and has great riches, and we 

can give him const;quen,ce to enjoy them." And Mr~ 
Hancock di~ not disappoint his expectations; for when 
they gave him the" consequence," so genial to his nature, 
by .;naking ,him President of Congress, he put everything 

at stake, In opposition to British encroachments. 
4' ,... 

• ! 
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In the third place, Samuel Adams was fearless of aU 
combinations of human power. Pure and exalted pa .. 
triotism was the boldest feature in his character. The 
freedom ~lnd prosperity of his country;,. the un ion of all 
her sons'" in a common and national fraternity; 'and the 
advancement of moral truth, harmony, and virtue, 'were 
the gnthd objects of his um'emitted pursuit. It may be 
said of him, as Justice Story said of Bnshrod lWashi ng

torI, "Few Inen haV'e possessed higher quallfications, 
either natural or acquired. His mind was solid, rather 
than brilliant; sagacious and searching, rather than 
quick or ,eager; slow, but not torpid; steady, but not 
unyielding; comprehensive, and at the same time cau
tious; patient in inquiry, fcrrcible in conception, clear iill 
reasoning. He was, by original temperament, mild, 
conciliating, and candid; and yet lie was remarkable £;)1' 

an uncompromising firmness. Of him it may be truly 
said, that the fear of man never fell upoh him; it never 
entered into his thoughts, much less 1Nas it seen in his 
actions. In him the love of justice was the ruling pas
sion; it' was the main-spring of aU his conduct. He 
made it' a matter of conscience 'to discharge every duty 
with scrupulous fidelity arid scrupulous zeal." 

The propriety of applying the above remarks to 
Samuel Adams will be confirmed oy ad.ducing the -fi)l
.lowing emergency and the sentiments it occasioned. 
"-hen Mr. <?al1oway and a few of his timid adherents 
were for enteriag their protest in Congress against an 
open. rupture with Britain, Samuel ~dam~, rising slowly 
from his seat, said," I should advise persisting in our 
struggle for -liberty, though it were re'vealed from Hea:. 
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ven tlt:t,al nilne hundred and ninety-nine were to perish, 
:8:nd Ol!l-hr ,one ,{.,.eertWlh of a thousand survive and retain 

.. ' ,,' 
bis lib(~rl.y. 'fhatonf freeman must possess more virtue 
ailld elljoy morEl happiness, than a thousand slaves: let 
him propagate his like, and transmit to them what. he 
had so nobly preserved." 

T'hl8 qut,tation le~.ds us to consider yet more definite
ly }\ir. Adams' love ·of liberty, and the peculiarity' of his 

" 01 

eloquence. 
.. 'Yhel't, (m the morning of April 19th, 1775, the vol-

1.e,ys .of .lire-arms from the British troops at Lexington, 
liLnmQUl'loed to him and his companions, that the great 
hattli~ for h·eedom h:ld begun, he threw up his arms, 311d 
e:~:claimed, in a voiee of patriotic rapture, "Oh ! what a 

glO1!iousmormng IS this I" 
. Five days before the battle of Bunker Hill, Governor 

Gage FI'oela;iH1ed pardon to all who should lay down 
thei:l'l.trrtJ:S; exeepting Samuel Adams and John Hancock. 
:Being 11m~ slg'nalized by superior hate only increased 
thei~'l)o'p'Ularity with the people, in the support of whose 
deare:~lt interests they had put every thing at stake and 
incuTredroyal vengeance. 

The) exasperation of Gage against Samuel Adams in 
particular, l1a(1 been augmented by the bold and effective 
meaSllre~ takEm by the latter in the assembly at Salem . 
It 1N'aB hy him all1d there that a Continental Congress 
m,t' Phifll,d-elpn,ja; was pre>posed, at a time when the popu
larnl1ind was not maturely decided as to the exped
:iel'lcy of tM measure,- and contrary to the hopl!S of 
Bri:ti~h tUnissaries a ma.jority was obtained to act with 
him. .. lIIfol'eoYer, -in seeret sessi'Oil, the .five dele-
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ga.te~ to that Congress wer<} elected, notwhhstanding the 
governor issued his. oincial· injunction against th~ pro
ceedings, In this movement of the liberty party, the 
authority of the. governor was set at defiance, and the 
doors were bolted against his entrance. His secretary, 
armed with a commission to dissolve the assembly, was 
obliged'''t'b sustain his dignity on the steps ou tsid-e, while the 
key of the hall door reposed in Samuel Adams' pocket. 

Mr. Adams took his seat in the first Continental.Con
gress. on the 51th of September, .1774, and continued an 
a,etive. and effective merriber of that great national as
sembly until.l781, exemplifying wisdom seldom equalled, 
and an enthusiasm for freedom never excelled. 'Dn the 

8th. of ,May, 1776, while Congress "vas in session at 
Philadelphia, the sound of heavy artillery was heard 

down the Delaware. It "vas known to proceed from 
gun-boat.s that had been. sent to protect the river from 
British cruisers. Hitherto no sound of actual war had 
reached that section oLcountry, whose inhabitants were 
conscientiously more pacific in their tone than suited 
the ardor and· exasperation of New England. As the 
sound of the first gun burst upon the ear of Congress~ 
Samuel Adams sprang upon his feet, and cried 'out.with 
~ultation, to the infinite astonishment ofa few timid 
members, "Thank God r the game's heguo-none can 
'stop it now." In that hall ,be put ·his name t~ the De
oI.~ration of Independence, and he never ceased his 
efforts. till the victory was won. 

As an orator Samuel Adams was ,peculiarly fitted 
for the times.on which he had fallen. His,· eloquenea 

. was chara:ctE7!stic of its author,. full of massiV'e sfmpli-

SAMUEL ADAMS. 113 

city and pungent common sense. His ideas were 
plain, pertinent, and forcib!e; comprehended by all with 
ease, and long remembered for their pith and point. 
He moved much among the masses of mankind, and 

knew how to sway their thoughts. This apostle of 
liberty, like the heralds of salvation, began first to 
preach to the common people, and ultimately attained 
an influence that made despots tremble on their thrones. 

One great secret of the power of his popular address, 
probably, lay in the unity of his purpose and the energy 
of bis pursuit. He passionately loved freedom, and 
subordinated every. thing to its attainment. This kind 

of inspiration is a necessary pre-requisite to eminent 

success. 
Samuel Adams had more logic in his composition 

than rhetoric, and was. accustomed to convince the 
judgment rather than inflame the passions; and, yet, 
when the occasion demanded, he could give vent to the 
ardent and patriotic indignation of which his heart was 
often full. 

ILls education was substantial and thorough; his 
reading and observation comprehensive and exact. 
The principal decorative element in his mental culture 
was music, of which he was a proficient and devoted 
admirer. Like l\hlton, whom he resembled in many 
points, stern and rugged in general character, he could 
"feel music's pulse in all his arteries," and was accus
tomed to turn away from exhausting struggles for 
human weal and seek solace in the luxury of sweet 
sounds. In him there was a happy blending Of strength 
and beauty of the highest kind. He was not eloquent 
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in the ordinary sense of the term, as his speech had 
1110re of substance than show. His deductions were 
clear, cogent, and to the purpose; his language was chaste, 
luminous, and pointed; his fluency seldom impeded, 
and fiis action always impressive; so that, in their 
.energetic union, his great mental and- moral qua-lities 

,:!~!I!s, 

possessed a charm whi{!h never faited to wim. upon the 
confidence ahd captivate the judgment of his audience. 
He haa little of those coruscatio~s of fancy, tl>a;rrsient 
gleams such .as "li~Te in the rainbow and play' in the 
plighted clouds ;" but "ms richly endowed with those 
more eX3!!lted qua:liti~s which enabled him to speak in 
"the large utterance of the early gods." He always 
steer-ed in the dignified medium between tameness and 
ferocity.· There was a mingling of heroical and Christian 
graces i~ him, which showed, that the ambition of his 
soul, ami the symmetry of his thoughts, were fashioned 
after the sublimest models, and for a better world. 

One who knew him intimately has described him as 
being one of the most ardent of the patriots, before and 
during the Revolution; a popular writer and energetic 
speaker. "He was of common size, of muscular form, 
light blue eyes, light complexion, and erect in person, 
He wore, a tie wig, cocked hat, and red cloak. His 
manner was very serious.'T His enunciation is said to 
have been remarkably stow, disti11Ct, and harm(mious. 
Whenever 'he arose to' address a popular assembly, 
every )nurmur was hushed at the first flash of that 
"sparkling eye ben'eath a veteran brow." Expectation 
was on tiptoe foroomething weighty from his lips, and 
was seidomdrsappainted. "'Eloq'l1enoe,"said Bolj.ng~ ( 
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broke, "must flow like a stream that is fed by an 
abundant spring, and not spout forth a little frothy 
water on some gaudy rltty, .. and remain dry the rest of 
the year." 

The encomium which Ben Jonson pronounced on 
Lorel Bacon's speaking may be justly applied to Samuel 
Adams. "There happened in my time one noble 
speaker who was full of gravity in his speech. His 
language was nobly eensorious. No man ever spoke 
m()re neatly, more pressly, more weightily, or suffered 
less emptiness, less idleness in what he uttered. No 
member of his speech ~lt consisted of his own graces. 
His heaters could not cough or look aside from him 
without loss. He commanded where he spoke, and 
had his judges angry and pleased at his devotion. No 
man had their afIi~ctions more in his pOWel". The fear 
of every man that heard him was lest he should mal{e 
an end." 

The patriotism of Samuel Adams was undoubted, 
and his personal worth was of the most exalted charac
ter.· The influence he exerted on the destinies of the 
countT)' was probably more potent and salutary than 
that of .any other man. He might not cope with some 
others in the ability to convulse or console an audience 
in tu.mu.ltuous debate, but he could 'privately lead the 
leaders. Plain, quiet, indigeJlt, sagacious, patriotic old 
Puritan, as be was, now melting his stern soul into 
umvonted tears of joy, and pacing the" Common" with 
exulting.step, becaus"e that morning he had" won that 
chivakO\~s young aristocratt J'ohn Haflcock,'" to the 
defence of the popular cause; and now glancing, with 

, 
,e 



• 116 ORATORS OF THE Al\UmWAN REVOLUTION. 

a sly twinkle in his eye, ,at fiery resolutions pendant 
from the" Tree of Liberty," purporting to ha~,e been 
produced nocturnally by the serene goddess herself, but 
which, he well knows, first saw the light by hi.s solitary 
lamp; and, anon, ensconced behind the" deacon's seat" 
in "Old South," with an immense throng crowding the 
double galleries (0 the very ceiling, he stealthily passes 
cup a pungent resolution" which kindles some more 
excitable mouth-piece, and, finally, inflames the heaving 
and swelling mass with spontaneous cries of" Boston 
harbor a tea-pot to nightl"--why, he was, ,~ndeed, a 
power behind the throne greater ,than the throne, he 
ruled the winds that move~l the waves. 

Our third general point relates to the servioe which 
Samuel Adams rendered to his country and the world 
by the force of his example. A few ,;v'ords on this 
topic~ 

The character of a man, viewed at large, is the 
aggregat~ of his passions, and his -passions are developed 
and toned by the circum~tances of his situation. The 
most.. striking personages in history are pr:'tlducecl by a 
gl'eat variety of little incidEmts; as fi:om an infinity of 
:t;ninute threads of hemp the mightiest cables are formed. 

vVe have seen that lVIr. Adams early became interested 
in the welfare of his couniry; to promote her weal he 
devoted all the wealth he inherited and all the talents 
he possessed. From a-humble position in. life, he rose 
through successive gradations of rank until, in 1795, 
he becarn~ -governor of his native common-wealth. 
Therespec~paidh[m at .home ;and abroad was such 
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as his extraordinary merits ,yere calculated to com

mand. 
George Clymer,_ of Philadelphia, writing from Eng

land to Josiah quincy, J f., directed his friend as 

fo1lows: 
"I beg you will make my particular comp1imen ts to 

Mr. Hancock and lVIr. S. Adams. There are no men 
more worthy of general esteem; the latter I cannot 
sufficiently respect for his integrity and abilities. All 
good Americans should erect a statue to him in their 

hearts." . -
Josiah quincy, in turn, writing to his wife from 

London, in a letter dated Dec. 7, 1774, remarks: 
"The character of Mr. Samuel Adams stands very 

high here. I find many who consider him the first 
politici~n in the world. I have found more reason 
every day to convince me that he has been right when 

others supposed him wrong." 
General Joseph Read, of Pennsylvania, on being 

offered a heavy bribe by Governor Johnson in 1778 
returned this pithy ans,ver to the corrupt attempt on 
his republican loyalty. "I am not worth purchasing, 
but such as I am, the king of Great Britain is not rich 
enough to do it." Such integrity was not uncommon, 
during our Revolution, but in Samuel Adams it was 
proverbial. He might have declared at any time, 
without fear of contradiction, with Cardinal de Retz, "In 
the most difficult times of the Republic, I never deserted 
the State; in her most prosperous fortune, I never 
never tasted of her sweets; ih her most desperate 
circumstances, I knew not fear." During the most 
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gloomy periods of our national struggle, when others 
were desponding, he always kept up cheerful spirits, 
gently rebuking the fears of others, and expressing ·his 
unwavering reliance upon the ,protection of an over
ruling Providence, who he had felt assured from the 
first, would conduct the country through all its trials to 
deliverance and prosperous repose. As a patriot, he 
toiled incessantly, without complaint; as~· a Christian, 

.. he trusted in God, and was not confounded. 

Grattan said of Fox, that "He stood against the cur
rent of the court; he stood against the tide of the people; 
he stood against both united; he was the isthmus l~shed 
by the waves of democracy, and by the torrent-of des
potism, unaffected by either, and superior to both'; the 
Marpesian rock that struck its base to the centre, and 
raised its forehead to the skies." And such, too, was 
Samuel Adams. He was the most puritanic of all our 
statesmen. Others were endowed with the more splen
did gifts, and more flexile powers of popular harangue; 
1>ut he, above all his :;cotemporaries, glorified with his 
incorruptible poverty the Revolution which he was the 
first to excite and the last to abandon. 

In 1781, Mr. Adams retired from Congress, with the 
desire; in the near prospect of peace, to withdraw from 
all- public labors. But he was repeatedly pressed into 
the service of his country. He was a member of the 
convention which formed the constitution of Massachu
setts, and of the committee which drafted it. He was 
successively a member of the Senate, president of that 
b0dy, and member of the convention which adopted the 
Federal C0nstitution. In 1789, he was ~lected lieute-
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nanf:governor, in which office he continued until 1794. 

when 'he succeeded John Hancock as Governor ~f the 
State. To this office he was annually elected until 
1797, ,,,hen his age and increasing infirmities com
pelled him to retire from public life altogether. He died 
on the 3d of October, 1803, in the eighty-second year 
of his age. At the close of his life, and from a much 
earlier period, he had a tremulous motion of the head, 
which probably added to the solemnity of his eloquence, 
as this was, in some measure, associated with the won
derful melody of his tones. 

Samuel Adams was the last of the Puritans-" a class 
of men," says Governor Everett, "to whom the cause of 
civil and religious liberty, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
is mainly indebted, for the great progress which it has 
made for the last two hundred years; and when the 
Declaration of Independence "vas signed, that dispensa
tion might be considered as brought to a close. At a 
time _"vhen the new order of things was inducing laxity 
of manners and a departure from the ancient strictness, 
Samuel Adams clung "vith greater tenacity to the whole
some discipline of the fathers. His only relaxation 
from the business and cares of life was in the indul
gence of a taste for sacred music, for which he was qua
lified by the possession of a most angelic voice, and a 
soul solemnly impressed with religious sentiment. Re
sistance to oppression was his vocation." 

He was a Christian. At a.n early age he was imbued 
with the spirit of piety, and the purity of his life verified 
tho sincerity of his profession. The last production of 

,., I,' 
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his :r~n :was in favor of Christian truth, and the light 
that cheered him in death emanated from the Cross. 

"He is a freeman whom the truth makes free, 
And all are slaves besides." , 

r.' 

CHAPTER IV. 

JOSIAH QUINCY, JR., 

ORATOR OF REFINED ENTHUSIASM. 

THIS distinguished patriot was born in Boston, Feb
ruary 23d, 1744. His temperament was ardent, and his 

sensibilities ,vere extremely acute, He acquired the rudi
ments of a classical education at Braintree, and, in 1759, 
entered Harvard College, where he distinguished himself 
for upright conduct and ripe scholarship. He graduated 
in 1763, and in due course took his second degree, with 
very high reputation. His theme on the occasion was 
"Patriotism," and is said to have been remarkable both 
on account of its composition and delivery. "His 
taste," says his biographer, "was refined by an intimate 
acquaintance with the ancient classics, and his soul ele
vated and touched by the spirit of freedom they breathe. 
His compositions during this period also prove, that he 
was extensively conversant with the best writers of the 
French and English schools. Above all, the genius of 
Shakspeare seems to have led captive his youthful im
agination. In his ''''ritings, quotations, or forms of ex
pression, modelled upon those of that author, perpetually 
OCCUf. There still exists among his papers, a manu
script of the date of'1762, he then being in the junior 

~ fS 
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elas.si[!l!~~f the college, of seventy dosely and minutely 

\vriHen quarto pages of extracts from that author. 
Nlr. (~uincy read law in the office of Oxenbridge 

'1'hatehnr, the distinguished advocate who was associat

ed 'with -J ames Otis against the V\T rits of Assistance. 

WIr. Thatcher died in 1765. Mr. Q.uincy bad not then 

completed his preparatory studies, but remained the resi

due oj' his student's term, took a general oversight of the 

business of the office, and therein succeeded to a lucra

tive ond extensive practice. He early made himself 

cOl1spicnous'!j",plY the ardor 111'ith \vhich- he 'wrote and 
I . tilt] 1 . h I spo w agams .t 18 encroa,c lments of t e mot ler country. 

'l'he boldness \vith which Quincy entered UpOId "the 

great contest is indicated by the fi)l!owing sentiments 

pubhshed by him in 1770, in the midst of great excite

ment, and only twenty days previous to the Boston 

rnassaere: 
"In answer to the question, """hat end is the non

imporfr:cjon agreement to answer?' I give the fol1ovving 

reply: 
"From a conviction in my o\vn mind, that America 

. is ncr'l'iJ' :;he -slave of Britain; from a sense that we are 

every day more and more in danger of arr increase of 

our burdens. and a fastening of our shackles, I wish to 

see my ,~ountrymen break off-off for ever l--a11 social 

interenurse with those who~e commerce contaminates, 
whose luxuries poison, whose avarice is insatiable, and 

whose unnatural oppressions are not to be borne. That 
Amell:icans w·ill know their rights, that they \'vill resume, 

assert, and defend them, are matters of ~vhich I harbor 

no doubt, Whether the arts of policy, or the arts of war 
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will decide the contest, are problems, that 'YC will solve 

at a more convenient season. He, whose heart is en

amored with the refinements of political artifice and 

finesse, will seek one mode of relief; he ,y hose heart is 

free, honest, and intrepid, will pursue another, a bolder, 

and a more noble mode of redress. This reply is 80 in

telligible, that it needs no comment or explanation." 

In August, 1774, at the urgent solicitation of his 

political friends, Mr. (~uincy determined to relinquish 

business and embark for England on a secret mission in 

behalf of his country. In this enterpris?, it is believed 
that he accomplished much good. His efi()rts ,vere un

remitting, and his solieittj.de were both profound and sin

cere. This is indicated by the fi)lIowing extract from a 

letter dated 

"LONDON, Decemher 14, 17'14. 

"In the sight of God, and all just men, the cause is 

good; "ve have the wishes of the ,vise and humane, we 

have the prnyel's of the pious, and the universal benison 

of all who seek to God for direc:tion, aid, and blessing. 

I own I feel for the miseries of my country; I own I 
feel much desire for the hnppiness of my brethren in 

trouble; but why should I disguise, I feel ineffably, for 

the honor-the honor, I repeat it-the honor of my 

country. If in the trial, you prove, as your enemies say, 

arrant poltroons and cowards, how ineffably contempti
ble will you appear; how wantonly and superlatively 

will you be abused and insulted by your triumphing 
oppressors [" 

On the 16th of March, 1775, Mr. Quincy embarked 

for Boston. His health was bad, and grew much worse 
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during the early part of the voyage. After being five 
weeks at sea, and yet far from his beloved home, he be

came convinced that death \vas at hand, and prepared to 
:submit himself to the ,,,-ill of heaven with heroic calm
ness and Christian resignation. He l:epeatedly said to 
his companions that be had but one desire, which 'was, 
that he migbt live long enough to have an interview 

with Samuel Adams, or Joseph vVa1'1'en; that granted, 
he should die content. But this wish was not granted 
to his patriotic heart. 

As he dre~3.,near his native shore, the crisis he had so 
long expecteif transpired. The battle of Lexington was 
fought. . According to his prediction, "his countrymen 
sealed their faith and constancy to their liberties with 
their blood." But he lived not to hear on earth the 
tiding-s of that glorious day. "On the 26th of April, 
1775, within sight of that belaved country which he ,,,'as 
not permitted to reach; neither supported by the kind
ness of friendship, nor cheered by the voice of affection, 
he expired; not, indeed, as, a feW' weeks afterwards, did 

his friend and co-patriot, vVarren, in battle, on a field 
!'lver memorable and ever glorious; but in solitude, 
amid£t suffering, without associate, and \vithout wit
ness; yet breathing forth a dying wish fot his country, 
desiring to live only to perform towards her a last and 
signal service.". 

A fe,\>y hours after his death, the ship, with his lifeless 
remains, arrived at Gloucester, Cape Ami, where the 
body of this devoted patriot was interred with becominO' b 

respect. lVIr. Quincy had no opportunitv of communi-
cating to his countrymen the result'of his ob~ervations 
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abroad, \vhic h was eagerly expected. The regret on 
this aecount, \V(lS h<),;I-cver, merged in the universal sor
row f(H the untimely loss of D. virtuous and gifted advo
cate of freedom, Will) was cut off in his thirty-first year, 

in the very crisis. of the country he so much loved. 
'Ve \vill LWW proceed to notice rnore particularly Mr. 

Quincy's character as an orator. He was early distin

gu.ished at the bar, and has rendered his nallle immortal 
as a patriot. Tille cultivation of elegant literature sup
plied hi.s pa:;tirne, but love of coun try \vas the strong 
passion of his Boul and the habitual inspiration of his 

public toil. 
The peeuliar excellence of his oratorical character 

,vas reGned enthusiasm. The exercise of this was fre
quent and most effective. In the great debates which he 
mainly led in Faneuil Hall, on the Stamp-Act, the Boston 
Massacre, and the Boston Port-Bill, the pathos of his 
eloquence, the boldness of his invectives, and his im
pressive vd.emcllcc. povverfully inflamed the zeal and 
aroused the resentJrnent of an oppressed people. His 
lips teemed with those significant sounds and swp.et 
airs whieh ever give delight, as in sincerity he could 

exclaim, 

"Hail to the glorious plans that spread 
The light with universal beam, 

And through life's human desert spread 
Truth's living,. pure, perpetual stream !" 

True enthusiasm is no other than the sublime inspira

tion of an imagination vividly exalted, always united to 
reason,. whieh it does-not sacrifice, but which it animates 
with the interest and pungency of impassioned senti-
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ment. It is not to astonjs-h by the scnfioJding of his 
learning, that the true orator addTesses assembled multi
tudes-; it is to agitate, instruct, and :subdue them. True 
eloquence dissipates doubt and rends pn~judice, as hot 
shot explode a magazine; it is heat combined with force. 
Hence Dionysius, of Halicarnassus, compared Demos
thenes to a sacred fire kindled on the Acropolis at 
Athens, to illuminate and warm a pec:ple equally bEnt 
and careless, upon questions of the gr'~~test moment. 

The orator of the people must vividly arouse in his 
own bosom a11the grand sentinlents of liberty, equaliity, 
humanity, and'ivirtue, which are donnant in the hearts 
of all men. Before their fiied eyes and open nwuths 
and swelling bosoms he must evoke the gigantic im~ges 
of religion, country and glory. lIe must be nble to 
~ake the meadows smile at their feet, and the shepherd's 
pipe of peace sound from distant hills; or, if it bet
ter suit his purpose, he must banish all pleasing images, 
and wrap the awed multitude in gloom made doubly 
fearful by earthquakes beneath and thunders on high. 

To do this sl1cce~sfully, there must be 

"Holy revealings; 

From the innermost shrine, from the light of the feelings." 

The speaker must foster a constant regard: for the high 
principle~ of truth and justice. He must remember that 
human beings are composed not of reason only, bu1: of 
imagination also, and sentiment; and that his energies 
are legitimately employed only while. with simultaneous 
force, they give shape to the judgn1ent and open proper 
springs of emotion in the heart. Speaking thus, he will 

,.,. 
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command universal confidence while he diffuses univer
sal delight. 

" And aged ears play truant at his tales, 
And younger hearings are quite ravished, 
So sweet and volubIe is his discourse." 

Quincy appeared at an auspicious moment for the 
exercise of his peculiar talents. The statue of Liberty 
i'~Tas not yet cast, but the metal was abundant, was al·· 
ready boiling in'the furnace, and how soon the glorious 
vllork "vas to be consummated, is indicated by the fo1-
](Hving extract of an address which our orator published 
in the Boston Gazette, October, 1767 : 

"Be not deceived, my countrymen. Believe not 
these venal hirelings when they would cajole you by 
their subtleties into submission, or frighten you by their 
vaporings into compliance. 'Vhen they strive to flatter 
you by the terms, "moderation and prudence," tell them 
that calmness and deliberation are to guide the judg
ment; courage and intrepidity command the action. 
\iVhen they endeavor to make us 'perceive our inability 
to oppose our mother country,' let us boldly answer: 
In defence of our civil and religious rights, ,ve dare op
pose the world; with the God of armies on our side, 
even the God who fought our fathers' battles, we fear 
not the hour of trial, though the host of our enemies 
should cover the field like locusts. If this be enthusiasm, 
we "vill live and die enthusiasts. Blandishments will 
not fascinate us, nor will threats of a 'halter,' intimidate. 
For under God, we are determined, that wheresoever, 
w!le.usoever, or howsoever, we shall be called to make 
our exit, ·we will die freemen. 
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(( 'VeIl do we know that all the regalia of this world 
cannot dignify the death of a villain, nor din~inish the 
the ignominy with whicn.a slave shall quit his existence. 
Neither can it taint the unblemished honor of a son of 
freedum, though he sh0uld make his departure on the 
already prepared gibbet, or be dragged to the' newly 
erected scaffold for execution. vVith the plaudits of his 
conscience he will go off the stage. A cro\vn of joy 
and imrnortality shall be his rev"nrd.The history of his 
life his children shall venerate. The virtues of their 
'sire shall excite their emulation." 

This is a faiT specimen of Mr. Quincy's composition. 
It indicates a po.wer to seize boldly on the attention of 
an audience. It is a style calculated to arouse-its pity, 
or its indignation, its sympathies, its repugnances, or its 
pride. It is thus that the popular orator must deal with 
his fellow men, whether addressing them through the 
pen or living voice. He must seem to love the public 
breath and receive its inspiration, while it is himself 
who communicates to others his own. When he shall 
have, in a manner, detached all the souls of the com
munity from their bodies, ahd they have come to group 
themselves at his feet, and are docile under the magical 
power-of his look, then might it be truly said that all 
those souls had' passed into his own. Behold how they 
undulate ih synrpathy with the movements of the ora
torical mind, the master whom they rapturously obey. 
They advance or' reti1'e, are raised or depressed, as he 
wills. They.are suspended upon his lirs by the graces 
of persuasion, and by a glorious abando"nment to his 
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own strong emotions, he captivates and subdues every 
listening spirit. 

In his popular harangues, Mr. Quincy produced the 
results of his extensive reading in a simple and most 
forcible manner. He was familiar with the best ,>vriters 
in poetry and prose, and frequently quoted from them, 
especially the English dramatists. Tradition says, that 
in doing this, the execution was extraOi'dinary. He 
gave forth not merely the verbiage, the cold medium of 
sentiment, but he vividly reproduced all that his author 
originally designed to express. He quoted a literary 
gem as though every line and word had been early 
transplanted into his heart-had been brooded over in 
silence and b.athed at the fount of tears, to burst forth 
when called for, like the spontaneous and native growth 
of his soul. 

However severe he was in private discipline, and 
strictly logical in the construction of his argument, in 
public, he stood unshackled, and careered over the popu
br mind on the wings of a free and flexible imagination. 
vVe should estimate addresses made to miscellaneous 
audiences by the circumstar..ces which demand a little 
liceme and a good deal of freedom. Who would be so 
rash as to apply the square and compass to the delicate 
lyre of Homer, or the sublime one of Pindar? Thus 
wounded and encumbered, the divine instrument which 
before was redolent of ravishing harmony, henceforth 
utters nothing but sharp and discordant sounds. 

This refined enthusiasm, ,.so habitually exemplified by 
Mr. Quincy, constituted the main force of his public in-

6»« 
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fluence. His speech might generally be defined as being 
lorric set on fire. This is true of all effective eloqUlcnee. 

t' 

The speaking that is not imbued "'ith the living light 
and heat of profound emotion, is like the statue of ])0-

lyphemus with his eye out; that feature is absent which 
most shows the soul and life. 

About the last of September, 17'68, hordes of fc)reign 
troops ,vere hmded in Boston from fourteen ships of war" 
'V"ith muskets loaded, bayonets fixed, drums beafing, 
fifes playing, and fortified by a whole train of artillery, 
the:re mercenary soldiers took possession of the Common, 
the Sbate-house, the court-house, and Faneui] Hall. It 
was at this moment of terror and danger that Quincy 
openly and fearlessly addressed his townsmen in a me
morable speech. The following is an extract from his 
oration, the whole of which was reported in the BO:3ton 
Gazette of October 3d: 

"Oh, my countrymen 1 what will our children say 
when they read the histo1'y of these times" shou.ld they 
find we tamely gave way, without one noble struggle, 

the n;ost invaluable of earthly blessings? As they drag 
the galling chain, will they not execrate us ? If we have 
any respe~t for things sacfed; any regard to the dearest 
,treasure on ear'th ;-if we have one tender sentiment f;)r 
"posterity ;-if we would not be despised by the worM ;
let us, in the most open solemn maimer, and with deter
mined fortitude swear,-we will die,-if we caimot live 
freemen I" 

Another fine display of his boM enthusiasm, was oc
casioned by the arrival of the obnoxious tea in Boston 

) 
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ha:rbor, on Saturdav, November 27th, 1773. A town 
" 

meeting .was heJd on the Monday following, and resolu-
tions were passed, calling on the consignees not to receive 
it. 111 urging this measure, Mr. Quincy, with a strong 
perception of the events which "would naturally follow, 
andwlshing to try the spirit and to increase the energy 
of his {ellow citizens, by setting before them in a strong 
light, the consequences that might be expected from 
their resolves, addressed "the meetinorr in the followinrr 

'" 
terms: 

"It is Dot, Mr. Moderator, the spirit that vapors 
"within these walls ..that must stand us in stead. The ex
ertions of this day. wiil call forth events, which will make 
a very difli3rent spirit necessary for our own salvation. 
vVhoc-ver supposes that shouts and hosannas will termi
nate the trials of the day, entertains a childish fancy. 
\Ve must be ogrm;sly ignorant of the importance and 
value of the: prize for which we contend; we must be 
equally ignorant of the power of those combined against 
us; ",ve must he blind to that malice, inveteracy, and 
inimtiable revenge, which actuate our enemies, public 
and private,. abroad and in our bosom, to hope that we 
shall end th),s controvers-y without the sharpest conflicts; 

to flat.ter ourselves that popular resolves, popular ha
rangues, popular acclamations, and popular vapor, will 
vanquish our foes. Les us consider the issue. Let us 
look to the end. Let us weigh and consider, before we 
advano.e to those measures, which must bring on the 

most trying ·and terrible struggle tnis country ever 
83,"1" .,';~ 

"I',1fi ",.1 
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These specimens are enough 1:0 ,,,:,;:hrY\J\f th:lLt, hOWl2:yer 

powi~rf.ul this ()rator vva:~ '\01lith bis pen, he 1i\':,tS mtlch 
more potent when seen and heard in the irnpressive aet. 

of liviug and spontaneous speech. 

" IIow this praC:I[~ 
Speaks his own standing,! wrlat a rnmtal pow'er 
His eye shoots iprth! how big imagination 
:Moves in his lip! to the dumbn'i!SS Ill' the gel;,tllle 

One might :interpret." 

T.he spirit of eloquence is a "social !;pirit, d'w€Hingln 

the midst of men,makii'l.g; Erppealsto their sympathies, 

begniHngthell'l of theirf€:ars, and aggtandizi1ng their 

minds,. It gathered its tbonsand:sar6u:nd the berna and 

rostrum of old; it nerved!, nations like the toesi'n of 

war, 'and made aggressions on the ki ngdoms of igno

rance and tyranny with the dear clarion cry of per-pe
tuai triumph. It \vas heard ,at the banquet ,of artis18, 

the festival of authors, a.nd the e::~Tonation of hero'~s. 
Eloquence was twin-born with Libc:rty ; t.ogether they 

have harmoniously lived through all vicim;itudes, and 

together they hav~ migl'aJ:.ed 1rj)m lland to la:nd. 'The 
spit'it of e16qu,ence 1S the sun, whidt from its r~sing, in· .. 

spirea the stilLtue·· of Me:nmon; it is thle :Ilame which 
warmed into'llife the' image" of I'I"(lmethellls. It:is this 

which causes the gra.ces and tbe loyes to take up their 

habita:tio.ns in :the hardest u)1.arhle, to subsist in the emp·, 

tinessof light'a~d shadow onthepil~tllred eanvas,.Of' in 

winge~d"words 10 bound from ''So:ul to soul .through con
gregated masses with the yotenc:y and impressiveness ot 

omnipotence. 

·Ii !I ! 
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]\~rr. quincy pos~essed, in no ordinary degree, those 
attrihutes of voice, J1gure, look and action, ,"vhich are 

eS3ential to complete the full charm of eloquence. His 
fiwe ~.vas insl:inct with expression; his eye, in particular, 

glow(~d with intellectual splendor. 

The lovers of elegant oratory must have keenly en
joyed (~llinGy's thrilling, imaginative, yet forcible style 
of address, 1.;\lhieh broke f()rth ,like intermittent flashes of 

lightning ar:nicl the thunders of colonial agitation. When 

flllly aroused in view of the coming conflict, he was 
"seraphie ,all in fervency," and was superlatively im

pressive while" rollin;! the rapturous hosanna round." 
,II ' ........ 

He was not less a patriot, fOf being something of a poet; 

he was ill soul an orator, and his ardent heart fused into 

the .liquid How of brilliant eloquence 1 he purest elements 

of denloeratic power. He had a warm heart and quick 

perception, organs vvhich are ever on the alert to explore 
the beautiful and t~)el the sublime under all their forms; 

borrmviTJg fil"Otn multifarious ,life all its sensations, from 

rlature an its \veaJth, and fi'om art all its blandishments. 

If the fast.idious condemned his style, the enraptured 

rna.sses of the people adored his sentiments; some, it 

Inay be, pnmounced him too ornate, and others too dif. 

fuse, but a1l1istenecl to him with that profound admira

tion which is always the test 'and reward of noble and 

harmonious eloquence, emanating from a generous and 

honest heart 

" As Ilisten'd to thee,,, 

The happy hours pass'd by us unperceiv'd, 
80 v:,ras my soul fixed to the soft enchantment." 

I II 1;11, .1, 
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The popular orator must study the wholie:tl:~ture of man, 
and lear£l how to sway his passions, prejudices and sen
sibilities, :as well as his reasoning. faculty. The human 
soul ios~lj,kea:..m,a;ny-stringed instrument, upon which h~ 
alone can play with success Ylrho caR touch with skill 
all the cords.. And":Hume, with;P,l1 the: ancient critics, 
nas pr01J:ounMu in favor of the orator who can produce 
the most powerful effect on the passions. quinctilian 
says, logicians can be found every wbere. ".A.n able 
arO'urnent is not rare; but seldom has that orator ap-e 

peared whose eloquence could calTY the judge out of 
his dep-th; who could throw him into w~~~t disposition 
of "mind he pleased, n·re him into resentment, or soften 
him into tears." . Many have constnlCted ar.guments as 
logical as those of Demosthenes and: Cice:ro, but none 
ever' arrayed t:hem before their audience;g with such 
magic power. The greatest men of the.age ackno\v. 
ledged the resistless force of such oratory. Even Julius 
Cresar once confessed himself subdued by the eloquence 
e.f Cicero,~3Jna absolved a criminal contrary to his set
tled purposes. 

Abstract speculations and the: astute deduct.ions o~ 
themetaphysician are very well in t.heir place, but they 
are not by any means the best part·o£. eloquence. On 
the contrary, the;, are utterly -llubversive of that glow 
of interest, vi.vacity of spitit, and richness of sentiment, 
which it is the prerogative of eloquence alone t~ create. 

'~€lear arguments may raise 
In short succes&ion: yet th' orator~c dra.ught 
Shall. oc~upy attention's sted£ast soul." 

From deep and ardent enthusiasm alone, gush up 
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with irresistible impetuosity those overflowing streams 
of thrillin~:!' emotion, which take captive the popular 

<--' 

heart and ignite it with corresponding zeal. 
'We have said that Mr. Quincy appeared at a time 

favorable to the cultivation of extraordinary force in 
speech. All great masters in this divine art are disci. 
plined in storms. When Demosthenes-" the O1'ator by 
eU1.inence" --\-vas thundering his patriotism over the 
country of his birth, and summoning the" band of the 
faithful" to resist the encroachments of a foreign and 
merciless usurper, he made Philip of Macedon quake to 
the very centre of his iron heart. That this faculty was 
soon extensively cultivated in ancient Greece, besides a 
vast quantity of evidence derived from other sources, 
not only from historians, hut, likewise, from actual speci
mens ~)f oratory yet extant, we may infer fron~ the 
poems. of Homer. This" Prince of Poets" invests his 
heroes with aU the charm of eloquence, and in the third 
book of the Iliad there is a beautiful comparison between 
the oratory of Ulysses and that of Menelaus. This com
parison cannot be more happily expressed than in the 
language of the admirable translation, by the illustrious 
poet of Twickenham. 

" When Atreus' son harangued the listening train, 
Just, was his sense, and his expression plain; 

His words succinct yet full, without a fault, 
He spoke no more than just the thing he ought. 
But, when Ulysses rose, in thouj;ht profound, 
His modest eyes he fixed upon the ground j 

As one unskilled or dumb, he seemed to stand, 
Kor raised his.heau, nor stl'etched his sceptred hand. 
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B~lt, when hEI speaks, ,what eloeution Hows! 

Soft as the fleeces of descending snows, 

Tlle copious accents fall, with easy art, 

Melting they faH and sink into the heart. 

Wondeting we hear; and fixed in deep su.rprise, 

Our ears refute 'the censure of our eye:"." 

i!~,r.'" • . • 

The eloquence of Nestor" of DIOmede, of Hector, and 

of Agamemnon is truly pre-eminent. Of each of thesE! 
men it m~y be said, with e,rnphasis, that in this depart .. 

ment,: at least, he was unsurpassed if not unequalled. 
Their oratory embraces a union of the most polished. 
eleganee., the most glossy neatness, andi the most exquisite 
modulation, with a remarkable purity and originality of 

mind, ahd strength and pomp of diction. Th,e rep:ly of 
Diomede to Agarnenmon, in the ninth Iliad, displays the 

highest order of intellect and sentiment; and it i:; 
worthy of frequent and attentive perusal, so ·tich is it in 

sublimity ,and noble pathos. 

",'Nhen, kings advise us to, renOllllce om fame 

. :F'irst.let him speak, who 1~rst has sufl€~red shame. 

H I oppose thee, prince, thy 'wrath withhold, 

. The raws of council bid my tonglle be bold; 

lIhou fir~t, and thou alone, in field of fight'" 

Durst brand my courage, and defame my might: 
Norfrom a friend th' unkind reproach appeared, 

The Greeks stood witness,a11 our army he'ard. 

The Goils, O· Chief! from whom our honorH sprln!;, 

The Gods have made thee but by halves l't king. 
.. .. .. 

The noblest' power, 1that might the WQr]d contrnl, 

They gave th~e n-ot,-a brave and v.irtuous soul. 

Is this a g~neral's veice, that wbuM suggest 

Fears likehi& om to -Elvoery GreoiinhreaSt 1 

','I' 

. ' 
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Confiding in our want of worth he stands; 

And if we fly, 'tis what our king commands. 

Go thall, inglorious! from the emhattled plain; 

Ships thou hast store, and nearest to the main. 

A nobler care the Greeains shall employ, 

To combat, conquer, al1d extirpate Troy. 
Here Greee-e shall slay; or if all Greece retire, 

MyseH will stay, 'tiH Troy or I expire; 

Myself and Sthcnelns will fight for fame; 

God bade us fight; and 't\'l'aS with God ,ye came." 
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The tears 'which an orator like Quincy compels his 
audienee to shed, make friends and brothers of them all. 

iO One touch of nature makes the whole ,vorld kin." 

Faith and feeling become strengthened by diffusion. 
:Each individual feels himself stronger among so many 
kindred assoclates, and the minds of all [Jow together in 
one grand and irresistible stream. The auditor loves to 
yield himself up to the fascination of a rich, mellow 
voice, a commanding attitude, and a brilliant physiog
IlOmy. He outruns the illusion. He is thrilled in every 
nerve, be is agitated with rapture or remorse, with in
dignation or grief. He blends all his emotions \vith 
the speaker, and is subdued or inspired under his power. 
He soon becomes stripped of all defence, and willingly 
exposed to every blow, so that the greatest effects are 
produced by the slightest words adroitly directed and 
skillfully expressed . 

Mr. Quincy di~d before our national triumph was 
won. But he saw its glories. He prophetically de
scribed them in language worthy of his august theme, 
and equalled only by the splendid reality when it came. 
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"Spirits and genii like those who arose in Rome," 
said he, "will one day make glorious this more western 
world. America hath ·in store her Bruti and Cassii,
her Hampdens and Sidneys ;-pp,triots and heroes, who 
will form a band of brothers :-men, who will have 
memories and feelings, courage and swords ;--courage, 
that shall inflame their ardent bosoms, till their hands 
cleave to their swords, and their swords to their ene
mies' hearts." 

CHAI)TER V. 

,J 0 H N II AN C 0 C K, 

DIGNIFIKD CAVALIEr. OF LIBERTY. 

Tl'm Revolutionaxy period of our history IS exceed
ingly interesting, ,vhether considered in the object at 
stake, the series of acts by which it was accomplished, 
or its immediate and remote results. Says Sparks, "it 
properly includes a compass of twenty years, extending 

from the close of the French war in America to the 
general peace at :Paris. The best history in existence, 
though left unfinished, that of the Peloponnesian war, 
by Thucydides, embraces exactly the same space of 
time, and is not dissimilar in the details of its events. 
The Hevolutionary period, thus defined, is rounded with 
epic exactness, having a beginning, a middle, and an 
end; a tim~ for causes to operate, for the stir of action, 
and fcJr the final results. The machinery in motion is 
on the broadest scale of grandeur. We see the new 
world" young in age, but resolute in youth, lifting up 
the arm of defiance against the haughtiest power of the 
oldl; fleets and armies, on one side, crossing the oeean 
in daring attitude and confiding strength; on the other, 
men rallying round the banner of union, and fighting 
on their natal soil for-freedom, rights, existence; the 

. 11,,11 .• :I 
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lema' stru[~gle and successful issue; hope confirmed, 

justice tri~~~n!phant. The passions are .1i:keVl'ise here ~t 
'work, in all the changing scenes of polItIes and war, III 
the deliberations of the senate, the popular mind, and: the 
martial excitements of the field. We have eloquence 
and deep thought in council, alertness and bravery in 
action, self-sacrifice, fortitude, and patient suffering of 
hardships througll toil and danger to the last. .If vve 
search for the habiliments of dignity with '\vhJCh to 
clothe a historical subject, or the loose drapery of orna
ment 'with 'which to embellish a narrative, where shall' 
we find· them thronging mor~ .thiekly, or in happier 

. h' . I?" contrasts than dunng t IS perlOc . 
Prominent among the actors in the great drama 

referred to above, was John Hancock. He was born 
in Quincv, f()rmerly Braintree, 1737. The grandfather 
and th~ 'father of our hero were ,both distinguished 
clergymen. His father died early, leaving him to the 
eare of a wealthy uncle, by ""hom he was educated and 
made the heir of great wealth. Young Hancock, at 

th~ ea~ly age of seventeen, was graduated at H~rvard, 
in the year 1754. Having spent some years III the 
(,Qun~ing.house of his uncle, in 1.760 he visited England, 

was present at the funer.al of George II. and the coro
nation of his successor-a monarch against whom he 
was destined to wage a protracted and successful war. 
vVhen twenty-seven years old, he returned to his native 
land, and, 0l'1 the death' of his generous patron, came 

into" the possession of an immense fortune. 
In October, 1774" Mr., Hancock was unanimously 

elected president .of the Massachusetts Provincial Con-
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vention. The next year, the first of the Revolution, 
he ascended to the highest political distinction then 
possible, by being made the president of the Continental 
Congress. It has been ,"Yell remarked, "that by his 
long experience in business as moderator of the town
meetil~gs, and presiding officer and speaker of the 
provincial assemblies, during times of great turbulence 

and commotion, he was eminently qualified, as well as 
by his natural dignity of manners, to preside in this 
great council of the nation." 

Hancock was chosen governor of Massachusetts in 
1779, and was annually re-elected until 1785. After 
an interval of two years, during ,"vhich Mr. Bowdoin 
occupied the post, Hancock was again placed in the 
governor's chair, which he occupied until Oct. 8, 1793, 

when he died, aged 56 years. 

Mr. Hancock was a magnificent liver, lavishingly 
bountiful when once enlisted, and splendidly hospitable 
to the friends of any cause he loved. Mr. Tudor, in 
his life of Otis, thus speaks of the effect which the 
sudden acquisition of his uncle's bounty had upon him, 
and the manner in which his resources were emp10yed. 

"This sudden possession of wealth turned the eyes of 
tne whole eommunity towards him, his conduct under 
this trying prosperity secured universal esteem and 
good will. It made him neither giddy, arrogant, nor 
prl)fiigate; he continued his course of regularity, in
dustry, and moderation. Great numbers of people 
received employment at his hands, and in all his com
mercial transactions, he exhibited that fair and -liberal 

., 
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character which commonly distinguishes the exien~ive 
and affluent merchant." 

It \vas natural that the Boston patriots sho111dwish 
to enli.st this ardent and influential citizen in the pOI)ular 
eause. The manner in which this end was .attained is 
described in: the following letter· frDm J Qhn A.dams to 
the atl.thor referred to above: "I ,vas one day' walking 
in the mall, and accidentally met Samuel Adams.· In 
taking a few turns together,we came in full view of 
Mr. Hancock's house. Mr. Adams, pointing to the 

stone building, said, 'This town has done'a wise thing 
to day.' 'What ?' , They have made that young man's 
f,:;)rtune their own.' His prophecy was literally fulfilled, 
for no man's property was ever more entirely devoted 
to the public. The town had that day chosen Mr. 
Hancock into the"-l.egislature of the province. The 
quivering anxiety of the public under the fearful looking
for of the vengeance of king, ministry, and parliament, 
compelled him to a constant attendance in the House, 
his mind was soon engrossed by public cares, alarms, 
and terrors; his business was left to subalterns) his 
private affairs neglected, and continued to be so to the 

end of his life." 
Once interested in the cause of his country, he put 

every thing at stake, and incurred the most violent 
hatred of England. He was the dignified cavalier of 
American [,iberty. In the· procl-amation issued by Gen

eral Gage, after the battle of Lexington, and a few days 
before that of Bunker Hil~ off~ring pardon to the rebels, 
he and. Samuel Adams were especially excepted, their 

offences being "of too flagitious a nature to admit 
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of any other consideration than that of condign pun .. 
ishment." 

vVhen the Declaration of Independence was to be 
authentIcated by the signature of the president of 
Congress, and given to the world, Hancock wrote his 
name in a bold Gharacter, that was evidently designed 
never to be erased. 

Hancock a:nd Adams, by their station in popular 
. esteem, and zeal in the popular cause, succeeded Otis 
as the object of parliamentary insult and denunciation, 
as is evident ii~om abundant instances recorded in the 
deb~tes of that day. The two following are extracted 
from the speeches of :Mr. Fox. The first occurred in 
a debate in 1779, on the Irish discontents, when he 
assailed Mr. Dundas, and illustrat"ed the present subject, 
by allusions to former measures respecting America:
" What was the consequence of the ~anguinary mea
sures recommended in those bloody, inflammatory 
speeches? Though Boston was to be starved, though 
Hancock and Adams were proscribed-yet, at the feet 
of these very men, the Parliament of Great Britain 
,v ere obliged to kneel, to natter, and to cringe; and as 
they had the cruelty at one time to denounce ven
geance against those men, so. they had the meanness 
afterwards to prostrate themselves before them, and 
implore their. forgiveness.-Was he who called the 
Americans" Hancock and his crew,' to reprehend any 
set of men for inflammatory speeches?" In the debate 
on the address to ,the king, in 1781, speaking of the 
American war, he said, "They (the ministers) com
menced war against America after that country had 

;,.. 
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offered. the fairest propositions, and extended her arms 
to receive us into the closest connection. They did 
this contrary to their own sentiments of what was 
right, but they were over-ruled by that high and secret 
authority, which they durst not disobey, and from 
which they derive their situations. They were ordered 
to go on with the American war or quit their places. 
They preferred emolument to duty, and kept their 

ostensible power at the expense of their country. To 
delude the parliament and the people, they then described 
the contest to be a mere squabble. It was not America 
with whom we had to contend, it was with' Hancock 
and his crew,' a handful of-men would march triumph
antly from one end of the continent to the other." This 
was the language sounded in that House, and for this 
language a learned member of it (Lord Loughborough) 
was exalted to the dignity of a peer, and enrolled 
among the hereditary council of the realm. He was 
thus rewarded for no other merit, that he could discover, 
but that of vehemently ab\lSing our fellow subjects in 

America, and calling their opposition, the war of 

"Hancock and his crew." 
Mr.Jhncock was indefatigable in his patriotic labors 

to the last days of his life. The author .of" Familiar 
Letters on Public Characters," who was his neighbor 
and knew him weB, says that Hancock was mainly 
instrumental in causing the const~tution to be adopted 
in ... Massachusetts. "He had been absent some days, 
from illness. On the 31st of JmlUary, 1788, he resumed 
his place,and. after r~marking o~ the difference of 
opinion which prevailed in the convention, as he had 
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seen from the papers, he ha,d to propose that the con
stitution should be adopted; but that the adoption 
should be accompanied by certain amendments, to be 
submitted to Congress, and to the States. He expressed 
his belief, that it \vould be sate to adopt the constitution, 

under the expectation that the amendments would be 
ratified. The discussion appears then, to have turned 
on the probability of obtaining such ratification. It 
cannot be assumed,. for certainty, that this measure of 

Hancock's secured the adoption; but it is highly proba
ble. The convention may have been influenced by 
another circumstance. About this time a great meet
ing of meclmnics was held at. the Green Draaon tavern b , 

situated in \vhat is now part of Union street, and 
westerly o-rthe Baptist meeting-hous~. The tavern and 
the street were thronged. At this meeting resolutions 

''''ere passed, with unanimity and acclamation, in favor 
of the adoption. But notwithstanding Hancock's con
ciliatory proposal, and this expression of public feeling, 
the constitution was adopted by the small majority of 
nineteen out of three hundred and fifty-five votes. 

" The adoption \\-as celebrated in Boston by a memo
rable procession, in whieh the various orders of meehan
ies displayed appropriate banners. It was hailed with 
joy throughout the States. General vVashington is well 
known. to have expressed his heartfelt satisfaction that 
the important State of Massachusetts had acceded to 
the union." 

The taients of Hancock were useful, rather than 
brilliant~ His personal dignity and great practical skill 
in business, rendered him a superior presiding officer in 

7 
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deliberative assemblies. His voice was sonorous, his 
apprehensions,werc quick, and his knowledge of par
liamentary forms, combined with his well known devo
tion to the popular cause, rendered him the object of 
universal respect. ~. 

. '\Then Washington consulted the legislature of Mas
sachusetts upon the propriety of bombarding Boston, 
Hancock advised its being done immediately, if it 
would benefit the cause, although the most of his 
immense property consisted in houses and other real 

~state in that town. 
But Hancock was ready to sacrifice more than pro

peTty, more than life even; if necessary, he was 'ivilling 
-to sacrifice his popularity in aid of the cause of national 
freedom. Though in this matter he was a man of deeds 
more than words, yet he shunned not in the most public 
and forcible manner to express the most ardent and 

patriotic sen timen ts. 
In the very darkest hour of colonial despair, he came 

boldly forward in an exercise commemorative of those 
who fell in the unhappy collision with British soldiers 
in State street, and in his" Oration on the Massacre," 

. as it was called, poured forth the following terrible 

deflUnc"iations: 
,"' Let this sad tale of death never be told without a 

tear; let not the heaving bosom cease to burn with a 
manly indignation at the relation of it, through the long 
tracts of future time; let every parent tell the shameful 
story to his listening children till tears·· of pity giisten 
in their eyes, or boiling passion shakes their tender 

rr!1mes. 
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" Dark and designing knaves, murderers, parricides! 
how dare you tread upon the hearth which has drunk 
the blood of slaughtered innocence, shed by your hands? 
How dare you breathe that air which wafted to the ear 
of heaven the groans of those who fell a sacrifice to 
your accursed ambition? But if the laboring earth 

does not expand her jaws-if the air you breathe is not 
commissioned to be the minister of death-yet, hear it, 
and tremble! The eye of heaven penetrates the secret 
chambers of the soul; and you, though screened from 
human observation, must be arraigned-must lift your 
hands, red with the blood of those whose death you 
have procured at the tremendous bar of God." 

In an oration delivered in Boston, on the 5th of 
March, 1774, Mr. Hancock concluded with the follow
ing excellent remarks: 

" I have the most animating confidence, that the pre
sent noble struggle for liberty will.terminate gloriously 
for America. And let us play the man for our God, 
and for the cities of our God; vvhile we are using the 

means in our power, let us humbly commit our right
eous cause to the great Lord of t.he universe, who loveth 
righteousness and hateth iniquity. And having secured 
the approbation of our hearts, by a faithful and unwea
ried discharge of our duty to our country, let us joyfully 
leave our concerns in the hands of Him who raiseth up 
and pulleth down the empires and l\ingdoms of the world." 

The Greeks had a saying that every man lived as he 
spoke; and Quinctilian tells us that it used to be said of 
Cresar, that he always spoke with the same mi~d as that 
with which he conducted war. Hancock was nattt-
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rany energetic, and in his happier inspirations he was 
very eloquent. Under his oratorical sway, his cotem
poraries were sometimes greatly moved. 

" Their listening PQwers 
Were awed, and every thought in silence hung, 

And wondering expectation." 

New England has ever been fruitful of ripe scholars 
and effective speakers. vVhy is this? 'iVhy should 
vivid imagination, blended with sound judgment, abound 
in that frigid region? Vve think that several causes 
tend to produce the result; and among the first is the 

, fact of its high northern latitude and rugged soil. 
Edward Everett, speaking on this topic, well remarks: 

"The qualities of our climate and soil enter largely in 
other vvays into that natural basis, on which our pros
pel'ity and our freedom have been reared. It is these 
which distinguish the smiling aspect of our busy, 
thriving villages from the lucrative desolation of the 
sugn.r islands. and all the wide-spread, undescribed, inde
scr.ibable miseries of the colonial system of modern 
Europe, as it. has existed beyond the barrier of these 
m~ghty oceans, in the unvisited, unprotected, and un
avenged recesses 'of ei'ther India. 'iV e have had abun
dant reason to be contented with this austere sky, this 
hard, unyielding soil. Poor as it is, it has left us no 
cause to sigh for the luxuries of the tropics, nor to covet 
the mines of the southern regions of our hemisphere. 
Our rough 'and hardly subdued hill-sides and barren 
plains' have produced us that, which neither oreS", nor 
spices, nor sweets could" purchase,-which would not 

\ ( 

JOHN HANCOCK. 149 

spring in the richest gardens of the despotic East. The 
compact numbers u1l1d the strength, the general intelli
gence and the civilization, which, since the world began, 
,vere never exhibited beneath the sultry line, have been 
the precious product of this iron-bound coa3t. The 
rocks and the sands, which would yield us neither the 
cane nor the coiIee tree, have yielded us, not only an 
abundance and a growth in resources, rarely consistent 
,"vith the treacherous profusion of tropical colonies, but 
the habits, the manners, the institutions, the industrious 
population, the schools and the churches, beyond all the 

wealth of all the Indies. 

'Man is fhe nobler growth our soil supplies, 
A nd souls are ripened in our northern skies.' 

"Describe to me a country rich in veins of the pre
cious metals, that is traversed by good roads. Inform 
me of the convenience of bridges, where the rivers roll 
over golden sands. Tell me of a thrifty, prosperous vil
lage of freemen, in the miserable districts where every 
clod of the earth is kneaded up for diamonds, beneath 
the lash of the task-master. No, never! while the con
stitution, not of States, but of human nature, remains 
the same; never, ,vhile the laws, not of civil society, 
but ofGocl are unrepealed, will there be a hardy, virtu
ous, independent yeomanry, in regions where two acres 
of untilled banana will feed a hundred men. It is idle 
to calhhat food, which can never feed a free, intelligent, 
industrious population. It is not food; it is dust; it is 
chaff; it ,~s ashes; ther,e-i5 no D,ourishment in it, if it be 
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not carefully sown, and painfil11y reaped, by laborious 
freemen, on their own fee-·simple acres:" 

, In hardy industry, the body becomes heahhy and ath
letic; while the mind, by like discipline, grows fi"ee and 
mighty in its freedom. It is to be expected, under such 
circu~stances, that a race of men will spring up in full 
maturity, as from the sowing of Cadmus. Such per
sons enjoy the highest liberty, and are prompt to defend 
their rights, exclaiming, 

'e Seize then, my soul! from Freedom's trophied dome, 
The harp which hangeth high between the shield~ 
Of Brutus and Leonidas! With that 

Strong music, that soliciting spell, force back 

Earth's free and stirring spirit that Iies entranced." 

New England has a sterile soil and severe clime; but 
she also has comfortable school-rooms and a copious lite
rature, and these are the products and proofs of her 
greatest po\ver. Our distinguished countryman, Mr. 
vVheaton, in his history of the N orthmen, indicates the 
reasons why they are passionafely attached to their 
bleak homes, and why they are not only happy there, 
but intelligent be:rond the majority <<:If mankind. Before 
the tenth century, Iceland possessed a national litera

ture in full bloorn. The flowers· of poetry sprang up 
luxuriantly amidst eternal ice and snows.. Ennobling 
wisdom and 13eautifying art were eultivated with suc
cess: How·so? The Icelanders were free and' inde~ 
pendent. Their arctic isle was not warmed .. by a Gre
cian sun, but their hearts glowed ~vith the fire of free
dom. The natural divisions of the country by icebergs 
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and lava streams, insulated the people from each other, 
and the inhabitants of each valley and each hamlet 
formed, as it were, an independent community. These 
were again re-united in the general national assembly 
of the Althil1g, which resembled the Amphyctiontic 
Councilor Olympic Games, where all the tribes of the 
nation convened to offer the common rites of their re
ligion, to legislate on general affairs, and to listen to the 
lays of the Skald and the eloquent eulogy which com
memorated the exploits of their ancestors. The best 
writers of England and Germany have been translated 
into Icelandic, and when each family pursues its avoca
tions through dreary \"linters, assembled around the 
reading and \vorking lamp pendant from each roof, it is 
the business of some one constantly to read aloud from 
favorite authors, a practice which explains why the 
people are free, and their intellects both elegant and pro

found. 
It is .not often that education becomes subservient to 

the cause of tyranny. France, in three revolutions, 
poured forth her scholars to protect popular rights. 
Elevated institutions of learning have almost always 
arrayerl themselves on the side of liberty. The U niver
sity of Oxford presents a melancholy exception, in 
connection with the era when the spirit of republicanism 
was extinguished for a time, in the blood of Sidney and 
Russel1. In direct reference to the death of these 
patriots, while the block was yet reeking with their 
blood, that institution, in solemn convocation, declared 
that the principles for which they died-that civil au
thority is derived Jrom the people-that government is 
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a. mutual 'compact between the sovereign and the sub
ject-that the latter is discharged from his obligation 
jf the former fail to perform his-that birthright gives 

"rho exclusive right to govern-were "damnable doc
trines, impious principles, fitted to deprave the manners 
and corrupt the minds of men, promote seditions, over
turn st.ates, induce murder, and lead to athe,ism." But, 
when, in the Colonies of America, gathered and burst 
the tempest which threatened to "push from its moor
inga the sacred ark of the common safety, and to drive 
~hE: gallant ve~sel, freighted ,vith eyery thing dear, upon 
the rodes, or hiy it a sheer hulk upon the ocean," then 
did the graduate~ of our colleges appear in the fi'ont 
rank of heroes, power~ul to "ride on the whirlwind and 
direct the storm." 

Accuracy of observation is a trait in New England 

minds as prominent as that of pat~ent investigation. 
An incident in the life of the German poet, SchiHer, 

will illustrate this characteristic:. His father once 
found him, perched in a solitary place on a tree, gazing 
at the tempestuous sky, and watching the flashes of 
lightning as' luridly they gleamed over :tt. To the 
reprimands of his parent, the enthusiastic truant plead 
iR extenuation "that the lightning was very beautiful, 
and that- he wished to see where it was coming from." 
And so of the- Yankees, they will climb, if possible, to 
the sources of the sublime, and earnestly inquire \vhence 
every t9ing beautiful is derived. 

But, perhaps, that which gives most force and prac
ticalness to the oratory of .. the eastern States, is the 

influence which· the Bible and religious institutions 
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every where exert on the popular mind. It is unneces
sary to multiply proofs of the divine power of religion 
in f'Jrming an effective style of written language and. 
living speech. Dryden attributes his excellence in 
prose composition, to the frequent perusal of Tillotson's 
works; and Lord Chatham, when asked the secret of 
his elevated and eloquent style, replied that he had 
often learned Dr. Barrow's sermons by heart. 

If we carefully analyze the speeches of the greatest 
orators of Christendom, Ii ving and dead, we shall find 
them indebted for their best passages to the holy Scrip
tures. The influence of these on the mind of a true 
orator is well set forth in the following passnge descrip

tive of Curran. "In the course of his eloquence, the 
classic treasures of profane antiquity are exhausted. 
He draws fresh supplies from the sacred fountain of 
living waters. The records of ho·]y writ afford him the 
sublimest allusions. It is there he stirs every principle 

that agitates the heart or sways the conscience, carries 
his auditory whither he pleases, ascends from man to 
the Delty, and, again, almost seems to call down to 
earth fire from heaven. \Vhile they who listen, filled 
with a sense of inward greatness, feel the high nobility 
of their nature in beholding a being of the same species 
gifted with such transcendent qualities, and, wrapt in 
wonder and delight, have a momentary relief,-that to 
admire the talents, is to participate in the genius of the 
orator." 

Mr. Pickering has left us the following description of 
the personal appearance of the subject of this sketch: 

"In June, 1782, Governor Hancock had the ap-
7* 
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pear~nce of ad van-ced age, though only forty .. fiV''e. lIe 
had been repeatedly and severely afflicted vvith the gout, 
~ disease much more common in those days tha:ll it 
now is, while {fyspepsia. ·if it existed at all, was not 
kno-wnby that name. As recollected, at this time, 
Gov. Hancock was nearly six feet in stature, and of 
thin person, stooping a little, and apparently enfeebled 
by disease. His manners were very gracious, of tho 
old style of dignified complaisance. His face had been 
very handsome. Dress was adapted quite as much to 
be ornamental as useful. Gentlemen wore wigs when 
abroad, and, commonly, caps "vhen at home. At this 
time (J~pe, 1782}, about noon, Hancock was dressed' 

. in.a.red velvet cap, within which was one of fine linen. 
Thela.tter was turned up over the lower edge of the 
velvet. one, two or three inches. He wore a blue 
damask gown, lined with silk; a white stock, a white 
satin-embroidered waistcoat; black satin small-clothes, 
white silk stockings, and red morocco slippers." . 

After having suffered severely for several years from 
gout, he died, as before stated, in October, 1793, aged 
fifty,-six. . His body lay in st'ate at his mansion for 
s.£me days, and then 'was .interred with extraordinary 
demonstrations of public gr,ief. 

" How peaceful and .how powerful is the grave !" 
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CHAP1:'ER VI. 
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.JOSEPH WAllREN, 

'TYI'E OF OUR MARTIAL ELOQUENCE. 

BEFORE proeeeding to the main object of the present 

sketch, let us briefly revie\v the circumstances which 

compelle(i, our fathers to the employment of military 

fi)rCei~.; .• flJ.' .. ".!~.{;,~ .. f' .. ?()nque~t of personal and national freedo~1. 
Th~'i~.!~tlsh cahmd attempted to tax the Colomes, 

under 'th~ 'pretence of providing for their protection, but 

in reality to relieve the r~ation from the enormous debt 
under which Great Britain was oppressed. In March, 

1764, as a prelude to the Stamp-Act, the House of Com
mons resolved, "That towardS further defraying the 

necessary expenses of protecting the Colonies, it may be 

necessary to charge certain stamp duties upon them ;" 
and this resolution was f.ollowed by what was commonly 

called the Sugar Act, passed on the 5th of April, pre

faced by the following obnoxious preamble: "Whereas 
it is JUST and necusary that a revenue be raised in 
Amerie'u, for defraying the expenses of defending, pro
tecting, and securing the same; we, the commons, &c., 
towards raising. the same, give and grant unto your 

Majesty, after the 29th day of September, 1764, on clay-

,_ " '. ~ I • 
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ed sugar, indigo, and coffee, &c., &c., the sum of," &c. 
This measure, declared by parliament to be'so just, was 
regarded by its subjects here as oppressive and tyram'li
cal, and as such they treated it. It is literally true that 
they waged war against a preal1lble. 

Having' passed both Houses of Parliament,on the 

22dof March, the Stamp-Act received the royal assent. 

,:,.,pr. Franklin, then in England, as agent for Pennsyl
!:rlt~hia, wrote to Charles Thompson, afterwards Secretary 

of Cotigress-" The sun of liberty is set; you must light 
up the lamps of industry and economy;" Mr. Thomp

son significantly replied, " That he thought othe1' lights 

would be lighted up to resist these unconstitutional mea

sures." The Colonies 'ivere immediately and deeply 

aroused. The pulpit, especially, in New Eligland, la

bored in the patriotic cause with great .zeal and effect. 

The fires of liberty were bndled in every vale and on 

every hill, spreading their heat and light from province' 

to province, until the conflagration embraced the whole 
land. 

In Virginia the cry of 'resistance resounded in tones 
:"of thunder. InN ew York, ten boxes of starn pswere 

seized by the populace, and destroyed. In Massachu

setts, the strife was sterner still, and· there, under the 

violence of hired ruffians, the first martvrs to American 
oJ 

liberty felL Otis, the invincible advocate, was mutilated 
by the bludgeons and dirks of assassins, Gray and other 

worthy c.itizens were shot down 'in .the streets, and, in 
the ,great battle ,vhich these and orheroutraO'es had 

h 

hastened, Wah'en expired. 

Joseph Warren was born in Roxbury, in 1774. When 
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fourteen years old, he entered Harvard college, where he 

bore a high character, and graduated ,vith distinction. 
Under the direc~tioll of Dr. Llonl, he studied med icine . , 
and in the course of a few years became a distinrruished • b 

practitioner in the town of Boston. 
But . .he soon became absorbed in the great questions 

of the day, and sacrificed the fairest prospects for wealth 
and luxurious ease to perpetual toil in behalf of his 

country. In 1l768, Dr. Warren addressed a letter to 
Governor Bernard, which the minions of royalty re
garded as libellous, and an attempt was made to silence 
the author by an indictment, but the grand jury refused 
to find a bill. ~irotbing daunted, our hero became more 

busy th:m ever with both pen :md tongue, and as the 

aftection "yitb which he was regarded, especially by the 

industrious classes, was uuiyersal and sincere, his in

iluence upon all ranJ;s was very great. 

In the most open scenes and. in the presence of the 

most envenomed foes, he \vas explicit in the assertion of 

republican sentiments and fearless in opposition to regal 
arrogance. A memorable instance illustrative of bis 

character occurred in 1775. Se\Teral years before he 
had delivered the annual oration, commemorative of the 

rnas~acre of the 5th of March, 1760, and when the time 

arrived for the appointment of an orator for 1775, he 

solicited the honor of appearing on that occasion in 
consequence of a threat uttered by some of the British 

officers, that they 'ivould take the life of any man who 
should dare to speak of the massacre on that anniver
sary. The day arrived, and the" Old South" was filled 

, 'I ii' 
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, i''!o overflowing; the aisles, the stairs, arid even the pul
pit, were occupied by a foreign military. The intrepid, 
orator made his entrance by a ladder at the pulpit win
dow, and ""ith cool, collected mein, addressed the im
mense auditory. An awful stillness preceded the exor
diurn. Each man felt the palpitations of his own heart, 
and sa"v the paJe but determined face of his neighbor. 
ThE~ speaker began his oration in a firm tone of voice, 
and proceeded with great energy and pathos. vVarren 
and his friends "vere prepared to chastise contumely, 
and. avenge an attempt at assassination. 

"The scene was sublime. A patriot, in whom the 
flush of youth ahd the grace and dignity of manhood 
were combined, stood armed in the sanctuary of God, to 
animate and encourage the sons of liberty, and to hurl 
defiance at their oppressors. The orator commenced 
with the early history~ of the country, described the 
tenure by \vhich we held our liberties and property, the 
affection we had constantly shown the parent country, 
boldly told them how, and by whom these blessings of 
tife had been violated. There was in this appeal' to 
Britain-in this description of suffering, agony, and 
horror,a calm and high-souled defiance which must 
have chilled the blood of every sensibie foe. Such an
other hour has seldom' happened in the history of man, 
and is not surpassed in the records of nations. The 
thunder of Demosthenes rolled at a distance from Philip 
and his host-and Tully poured the fiercest torrent of 
his invective when Cataline was at a distance" and his 
dagger no longer to be feared; but Warren's speech 

) 
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was made to proud oppressors, resting on their arms, 
whose errand it was to oveyawe, and whose business it 
was to fight. 

If the deed of Brutus deserved to be commemorated 
by his10ry, poetry, painting, and sculpture, should not 
this instance of patriotism and bravery be held in last
ing remembrance? If he 

"That struck the foremost man of all this 'world," 

was hailed as the first of freemen, what honors are not 
due to him, \'lho, undismayed, bearded the British lion, 
to show the world what his countrymen dared to do in 
the cause of liberty? If the statue of Brutus was placed 
among those of the gods, who were the preservers of 
Roman freedom, should not that of Warren fill a lofty 
niche in the temple reared to perpetuate the remem
brance of our birth as a nation ?" 

An extract from this oration will be adduced, when 
we come to speak of Warren's eloquence. We are 
now more particularly concerned with his bravery. On 
hearing of the conflict at Lexington he hastened to the 
bloody scene and shared in its perils. While pressing 
on the foe, a musket-ball took off a lock of his hair close 
to his ear. Previous to receiving the appointment of 
major-general, he had been requested to take the office 
of physician-general to the army, but he chose to be 
whet"e wounds were to be mooe, rather than where they 
were to be healed. Yet he lent his aid to the medical 
department of the anny, and was of great service in its 
organization. 

I ·t· " If, ! ~ , 
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Several days before the battle ";nf Bunker Hill, the 
Provincial Congress appointed Dr. Warren to the com
mand of. their forces. The' motive for not assuming 
the functIOns of that office, and the manner in which he 

,chose to conduct himself on that occasion, .are detailed 
as follows, in Austin's Life of Elbridge Gerry: "On the 

16th o~ June, he h~d a conversation with Mr. Gerry, at 
Cambndge, respectmg the determination of Congress to 
take possession of Bunker Hill. He said that for him
self he had been opposed to it, but that the majority had 
det~l:mined upon it, and he 'would hazard his life to carry 
thelf determination int'O effect. Mr. Gerry expressed in 
strong terms his disapprobation of the measure, as the 

situatio~ was .such that it would be in vain to attempt 
to hold I-t,addmg, 'but if it must be so, it is not worth 

while for you to be present; it will be madness to ex-
. pose yourself, when your destruction will be almost in
evitable'.' 'I know it,' he answered; 'but I live within 

th~ sound of their cannon; how could I hear their roar
il=tg in so glorious a cause, and not be there!' Again, 

~1r. Gerry remonstrated, and concluded with saying, 

As surely as you go there, you will be slain!' General 
\Varren replied enthusi.astically, 'Dulce et decorum est 
pro patri::t mori.' The next day his principles were 

sealed '~ith ~i~ blo~d. Having spent the greater part 
of the mght 111 publIc business at Watertown, he arrived 
at .Cambridge at about five-o'clock in the morning, and 
bemg unwell, threw himself on a hed ... About noon he 
was. informed of the state of preparation for . battl~ . at 

Charlestown; he immediately arose, saying he was well 
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again, and mounting1t horse, rode to the place. He ar
rived at Breed's Hill a short time before the action com
menced. Colonel Prescott, 'the brave,' (as Washing
ton \vas afterwards in the habit of calling him,) was then 
the actual commanding officer. He came up to General 
vVarren to resirrn his command, and asked 'what v,"ere 

"" his orders. General VI arren tl)ld him he came not to 
comrYland, but to learn; and having, as it is said, bor
rowed a musket and cartouch-box, from a sergeant vvho 
was retirina he minrrled in the thickest of the fight, 

c' "" 
animating and encouraging the men more by his exam-
ple than it was possible to do in any other way. He 
fell after the retreat commenced, at some distance in the 
rear of the redoubt. A ball passed through his head, 

and killed him almost instantly. He \vas thrown into 

the ground where he fell." 
General ,\Yarren may be taken as a type of our mar

tial eloquence, as well as a specimen of the highest 
bravery. His career was brief, auspicious in its dawn, 
diversified in its progress, but glorious in its termination 

and subsequent influence on the welfare of man. He 
cast himself into the front ranks of the Revolution, and 
sacrificed himself the first victim of rank in the sublime 
struggle for national independence. 

\Yhile yet a student in college, he bore the reputation 
of great ta.lents, undaunted courage, and a generous but 
indomitable independence of spirit. His manly life did 
not belie the promise of his youth. His magnanimous 
spirit soon became tempered in the furnace of national 
suffering. His mental vision was therein clarified like 

. , .• i ',I;" 
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a prophet's, and like one inspired' he prodaimed the 

triumph for "vhich he was ready to die. 

To his friend, Josiah Quincy, .iI'" then in London" 
advocating the claims of his country, he wrote the 
following memorable note, dated, 

"BOSTON, JYov. ~Hst, 1774. 

" It is the united voice of America to preserve their 

freedom, or lose their lives in defence of it. Their reso

lutions are not the effects of incon8idel'ate rashness, but 
the sound result of sober irlquiry and deliberation. I 

am convinced that the true spirit of liberty was never 

so universally diffused through all ranks and orders of 

people, in any country on the face of the earth, as it 
now is through all North America." 

The times in 'which General vVarren appeared were 

calculated to give a martial hue to n~en's minds, and 

powerfully to urge them to deeds of valor. By a little 
effort a fine collection of anecdotes might ibe made, to 

illustrate the determined resolution and ardent enthu

siasm, that pervaded the country. The instance of 

General Putnam is well known, who, hearing of the 

Lexington engagement while he was ploughing on his 

farm, more than a hundred miles distant, unyoked .. his 

cattle, left his plough in the ullfinished filrro"w, and'ivith

out changing his dress, mounted his horse· and rode off 

to Cambridge, to learn the state of things. He then. 

returr~ed to Conneeticut and brought a regirnent in the 

course of a few weeks. Among other examples that 

might be related, the following'is n'om a living 1.vitness: 

The day that the report of this affair reached Barnstable, 

a company of militia immediately assembled and marched 

~Iii 
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oir to Cambridge. In the front rank, there ,,,as a young 

man, the son of a respectable farmer, and his only child. 

In marehing from the village, as they passed his house, 
he came out to meet them. There was a momentary 
halt., the drum and fife paused for an instant. The father, 

suppressing a strong and evident emotion, said, "God 
be with you all, my friends! and John, if you, my son, .. . 
are called into battle, take care that you behave like a 

man, or else let me never see your face again !" A tear 

started into every eye, and the march was resumed. It 

was weith this spirit tbat the noblest heroes of antiquity 

spoke and acted. "The forests of our arrows will ob

scure the sun," f'!aid Xerxes. "So much the better," 

replied Leonidas, "for then we shall fight in the shade." 

'Van"en '.vas himself but a vivid reflection of the 

popular feeling and its strong expression. The instincts 

of a true soul are sure; all the strength and all the 

divinity of knowledge lie enwrapped in some of the 

soul's profounder feelings. 

Great nat.j,onal commotions, like the American Revo

lution, generally elicit martial orators, whose eloquence 
is like their profession, full of thrusts the most piercing, 

and of blows the most deadly. The son of. Macedonia 

and pupil of Aristotle., captivated Greeks and Barbarians 
as much by his eloquence as by his martial victories. 

Ca:$ar com manded the Roman legions by the regal 

power of his speech. The great military eloquence of 

France·was born amid the first shocks of tyranny and 

freedom. N ap~leon, by a sudden blow of martial fire, 

embodied in words that spoke like exploding cannon, 

seized upon the old generals of the republic, upon the 
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army, and upon his nation,-the irresistible empke of 
victory and of genius. 

But Wan;en aspired only for personal rights and 
national independence. For this hoe pleadl and fought 
with all the power he possessed, body and soul. He 
felt the value of the boon, and put every thing,except 
honor, in jeopardy to attain it. To·convince, one mmt 
be convinced; he must have something at· stake, he' 
must have character. . 

As the storm thickened, and ordinary souls quail~d at 
its lowering aspect and rapid approach, V\T arren stood 
unblenched. vVhen the awful crisis actually had come, 
he coolly buckled on his armor, and only as he snuffi~d 
the hot breath of battle, did he rise to the full heiuht of 

<::> 

his native grandeur. Then with bosom bared to the 
fiercest blo\vs, and with heart throbbing high for his 
country's welfare, he rushed to the deadliest breach , 
diffusing animation among friends and consternation to 
foes. It is easy to conceive him careering amid the 
carnage on Bunker's, heights, like' Horner's hero on the 
plains of Trqy; 

" Fill'd with the god, enlarged his muscles grew, 
Throqgh all his veins a sudden vig6r flew, 

" 

The blood in brisker tides began to roll, 
Aild Mars himself came rushing on his soul. 
Exhorting loud through all, the field he strode, 
'And looked, and'moved, Achille;, or a god. 1f 

yv e gain a more. distinc,tconception of the martial 
spirit of Warren, from the peculiar character of ' his 
eloquence yet extant. One extrac~ will suffice. 

.On March ..6th, 1775, he delivered an oration, o om-

I, 
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memorative of" the Boston :l\lassacre." In that fearful 
seene an event occurred \vhich it is necessary to men
tion in cirder to feel the force of vVarren's skillful and 
terrific a.mplification. After Mr. Gray had been shot 
through the body, and had fallen dead on the ground, a 
bayonet was pushed through his skull; part of the bone 
being broken, the brains fell out upon the pavement. 
The orator alludes to this act of needless barbarity in a 
rnanner worthy. of Mark Anthony. 

" The many injuries offered to the to\vn, I pass over 
in siienee. I cannot now mark out the path which led 
to that unequalled scene of horror, the sad remembrance 
of "vhich takes the full possession of my soul. The 
sanguinary theatre again opens itself to view. The 
baleful images of terror crowd around me ~ and discon
tented ghosts"vith hollow groans, appear to solemnize 
the anniversary of the fifth of March. .' 

" Approach we then the melancholy walk of death. 
Hither let me call the gay companion; here let him 
drop a fare\vell tear upon that body which so late he 
saw vigorous and warm with social mirth ; hither let 
me lead the tender mother to ,,'eep over her beloved 
son-come, widowed mourner, .here satiate thy grief; 
behold thy n:urdered husband' gasping on the ground, 
and to complete the pompous show of wretchedness, 
bring in each hand thy infant children to bewail their 
fat·her's fate ;-take heed, ye orphan babes, lest, while 
streami1Jg eyes are fixed .upon the ghastly corpse, your 
feet slide on the stones bespattered with your father's 
brains! Enough; this tragedy need not be heightened 
by an infant weltering in the blood of him that gave it 
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birth. Nature reluctant, shrinks already from the vievv, 
and the chilled blood rolls s'lowly baekward to its foun
tain. ';V e wildly stare about, and wi th amazement ask, 
who spread this ruin round us? 'Wh at "vreteh has 
dared deface the image of God? Has h[~ughty France, 

or cruer Spain, sent forth her myrmidons? Has the 
grim savage rushed again from the far distant1.vilder

ness, or does some fiend, fierce from the depth of 
hell, with all the rancorous malice "which the apostate 
damned can feel, twang h.:~r destructive bow, and burl 

her deadly ar1'o,,",,'s at our breast? No, none of these-
but, ,how astonishing! it is the hand of Britain that 

inflicts the wound!" 
'Yanen, vie\yed as he uttered the above sentiments in 

" Old South,," was astrikinls symbol of the revolt against 

tyranny which he led. "\Vithout any oth3r \veapon than 
his eloquence, he boldly threw himself into the midst iQf 
hostile legions, like a brave old pabdin, def}':ing whole 

armies, alone. 

"Thou hait seen Mount Athos; 

While storms and tempe8ts thunder on its browE', 
And oceans beat their billows at its feet, 
It stands unmoved and glories in its height. 
Such is that haughty man; his towering soul, 
Midst aU ihe shocks and injuries of fortune, 

Rises superior, and looks down on elBSar." 

Indignant at the efforts made to stifle free discussion, 
and to cheat the popular mind "of that libe];ty which 
rarifies and enlightens it like the influence of heaven," 

he proclaimed the rights of man, undismayed by menace, 
and cheered on his patriotic brethren, while- he awed 

r 
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unprincipled sycophants into silence. His brave exam
ple and elnquell t speech caused millions of hearts to beat 
v~ith a eOlll1T1C,n sentiment of resistance. Eyery rock 

and ,vile! ravine was made a r[lmpart to "the sons of 

libE!Tty," and their banner was on every summit un

furled, inscritJed in letters of fire, " Resistance to tyrants 
is obedience to God /" 

General vVarren's speech resounds with the clash of 

arms, and i~"irnhned with a high spirit of chivalry and 
faith. "Brief; brave and glorious was his young ca

reer," and ,\vhile, by the fearful emergency in which his 
country \','as plunged, he was compelled to tread "the 

blood-shod march of glory," he W[lS an upright and con

scienticJUls patriot, ready to receive" the deep scars of 

thunder," and by his example to fortify the weak. 

\Varren kne\\' that" 'tis liberty lends life its soul of 
light,." and he was yendy to immolate himself, if thus he 
might sviitl the boon for all mankind. 

Says Edward EYerett: "Amiable, accomplished, pru
dent, energetic, eloquent, brave; he united the graces 

of a manly beauty to a lion heart, a sound mind, a safe 

judgment and a firmness of purpose, ,,,hich nothing 

could shake. At the period to which I allude, he was 

but just thirty-two years of age; so young, and already 

the acknowledged head of the cause 1 He had never 
seen a battle-field, but the veterans of Louisbtlrg and 

Quebec Iooked up to him as their leader; and the hoary
headed sages who had guided the public councils for a 
generation, came to him for advice. Such he stood, 

the organ of the public sentiment, on the occasion just 

mentioned. At the close of his impassioned address, 
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after having depicted the labors, hardships and sacrifices 
endured by our ancestors. in the cause of liberty, he 
broke forth in the thrilling \vords, "the voice of our fa
thers' blood cries to us from the ground !" Three years 
only passed away; the solemn struggle came on; fore
most in council, he also was foremost in the battle-field, 
and offered himsel-f a voluntary victim, the first great 
martyr in the cause. Upon the heights of Charlestown, 

the last that~was struck down, he fell, with a r~umerous 
band of kindred spirits, the gnly"haired veteran, the 
stripling in the floweT of youth, who had stood side by 
side through that dreadful day, and fell together, like the 

beauty of Israel, on their high places !" 
\Varren was eminently chivalrous and brave. Like 

Louis XII. at A ignadel, he ,;rould exclaim to the timid: 
"Let those \vho have fear, secrete thoms·elves behind 

me." Or like the bold and generous Conde, he \vould 
animate his countrymen in the darkest _hour with the 
cheerful cry, "Follow my white plume, you shall re
cognize it always on the road to victory_'~ 

In speech, as in action, he "vas sagacious and ener
getic. His words teem with the sulphurous breath of 
war, and are lurid with patriotic indignation, as if 
coined at the cannon's mouth. He seized his victim, as 
a vulture grasps a serpent in his talons, and bearing him 
aloft in triumph, tote him in fearless strength and scat
tered the fragments to the winds. -But this was the rage 
produced by foreign aggression, and not the blind fury 

of mad ambition. Herein was Warren, like Washing

tOll, greater and nobler than N apoleori : 

)' 
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" The mighty heart t1Jat battled for the empire of the world, 
And all but \\'on, yet perish'd in the strife 1" 

'Varren ,vas a powerful orator, because he was a true 
man, ~nd struggled for man's highest rights. Eloquence 
and liberty are the inseparable offspring of the same 
mother, nursed at the same breast; two beams from the 
same sun; two chords of the same harp; two arrows 
from the same quiver; t,vo thunderbolts twin-born in 

heaven, and most glorious in their conflicts and con
quests on the earth. 

" 'Tis liberty alone that gives the flower 

Of fleeting; life its lustre am! perfume, 
And ·we are weeds without it. All constraint, 
Except ·what \visdom lays on evil men, 

Is evil; hurts the faculties, impedes 

Their progress in. the road of science; blinds 

The eyesight of DiE'covery; and begets 
In those that suffer it a sordid mind . , 
Bestial, a meagre intellect, unfit 

To be the tenant of man's noble form:' 

8 



CHAPTER VII. 
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JOHN ADAIHS, 

ORATOR OF BLENDE:D ENTIIUSIAs,r AND SOBHI.E:TY. 

JOHN ADAMS was born at Quiney, then part of the old 

town of Braintree, October 19th, ]7aD. He 'I'i'as of Pu

ritanic descent, his ancestors having: early emigrated 

from England, and settled in l\Iass:lCh.llsetis. lIe '\V:~IS 

early noted for studious habits, an (1'.vas pla ::~ed under 
the 'classical tuition of ],1r. l\farsh, "."ho 'iva::: also the 

teacher of Josiah Quincy, Jr. Having heen admitted 

to Harvard College, in 1751, ]\'11'. i\.dams "vas graduated 

in 1755. In a class that ,vas distingui:;;bed, he stood 

among the first. In 1758, he "vas admitted to the bar, 

and commenced the practice of bvv i II his nal:i vc town. 

The skill with vvhich he conducted a crimina!! cause, at 

Plymouth, first gave him professional fame .. II is busi .. 

ness increased vvith his reputation and abj]jt1!jiantil1~(6(j:, 

when he removed to Boston where he could enjoy a 

wider scope for his talents. In 1770, he had the bold

ness to undertake the defence of the British oll1c:ers anc~!i 

soldiers on account of the memofahle massaere ?ttl~p 
5th of March. The result reflected honor'upon 1~i~ke11ri:: 
up.d upon the jury who, in the midst of ,great e~l,aSper~j~ 
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tion, dared to be just in maintaining the supremacy of 

law" 
In Pi''76, Mr" Adams was nppointed Chief Justice of 

J"I[assac:busetts, but yielding to the ruling passion of his 

ardeJr?t and patriot.ic nature, he devoted himself almost 
entirely to politic~;. The impressions early made on his 

mind 1b,y James Otis in the famous argument against 

'Wr'its I,:~r Assistance, seem to have given tone and din~c
tion tn hi::; vvhole subsequent career. Before t\venty 

veal'S of a\1',e be predicted a vast incrense of population .. ,-
in the (;olonies, anticipated their naval distinction, and 
j()retold that all Europe combined, could not subdue 

them. His thoughts \yere early and sag::wiously occu

pied on these topics. On the 12th of October, 1755, he 
1"'1'ote fil"Om liVol'c,8stcr as follows: 

"Soon after tbi:~ Ref(:mTlHtion,a few peoplc came over 

into thi::~ new 'IVorld, for conscience sake. Perhaps this 

apparently trivial, incident mClY transfer the great seat of 
ernp,ire inilo America. It looks likely to me; for, if we 

cui] rernove the turbulent Gallics, our people, according 

to the cx:tetest computations, will, in another century, 
becOlne more Ilumerous than England itself. Should 

this be the case, since we have, I may say, all the naval 

stores 0,[ the nation in our hands, it will be easy to ob-

>!tai~l a nl1~,~tAtr of the seas; and t.hen the united force of 
aU .Europ~I'\Jlll not be able to subdue us. The only way 
t~l' keep us from setting up for' ourselves is to disunite us. 

. ,e Be not surprised that I am turned politician. This 

tih,ole town is immersed in politics. The interests of 

'~ll~~~~~" and ~lll the dim of war, make the subject of 
everyc'q-pycrsa.tion. I sit and hear, and after having 
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been led thrji}ugh a ,maze of s'a'ge observations, I some
times retire, and laying things together, fen'm some re
flections pleasing to myself. The produce of one of 
these reveries you have read above." 

It has been said that" the true test of a great man
that at least which must secure his place among the 
higher order of great men-is his having been in ad
vance of his age. This it is which decides whether or 
not he has carried forward the great plan of human im
provement; has conformed his views and adapted his 
conduct· ta the existing circumstances of society, or 

chanO'ed those so as to better its Gondition; has been 
o . 

one of the lights of the world, or only reflected the bor-
rowed rays of former luminaries, and sat in the same 

shade with the rest of his generation at the s.ame t'\vilight 
or the same dawn." 

Tried bv this test, it must be 3dmo\vledged that the 
author of ~he above letter was among the 'wisest and 
most provident seers of his day. 

In 1765, Mr. Adams appeared before the public as an 
author, in a work on the Canon and Feudal Law. 

"The object of this work was to show that our New 
England ancestors, in consenting to exile themselves 
from their native land, were actuated, mainly, by the, 
desire of delivering themselves from the p,~~er of the' 
hierarchy, and from the monarchical and arist'ocratical 
political systems of the other continent; and to make 

this truth bear; with effect, on the politics of the time~~i 
Its tone is uncommonly bold and animated, for that 
period. He calls on the people, not ;only to defend;Lbut 
to study and understand their rights and privileges; 
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urges earnestly the necessity of diffusing genera] know
ledge, invokes the clergy and the bar, the colleges and 
academies, and aU others who have the ability and the 
means, to expose the insidious designs of arbitrary power, 
to resist its approaches, and to be persuaded that there 
is a settled design on foot to enslave all America. 'Be 
it remembered,' says the author, 'that liberty must, at 
all hazards, be supported. We have a right to it, de
rived from our Maker. But if \ye had not, our fathers 
have earned it, and bought it for us, at the expense of 
their ease, their estate, their pleasure and their blood. 
And liberty cannot be preserved without a general 
knmyledge amoug the people, who have a right, from the 
frame of their nature, to knowledge, as their great Crea
tor who does nothing in vain, has given them under
standings, and a desire to know; but besides this, they 
have a right, an indisputable, unalienable, indefeasible 
right to that trIost dreaded and envied kind of knowledge, 
I mean of the character and conduct of their rulers. 
Rulers are no more than attorneys, agents, and trustees 
of thlCl peop1e; and if the cause, the interest and trust, is 
insidiously betrayed, or wantonly trifled away, the peo
ple have a right to revoke the authority, that they them-
:I~lves have deputed, and to constitute other and better 

agO'ents at't1ln:oeys and trustees.''' 
" . 

In 1770, Mr. Adams was elected to the legislature by 
the citizens of Boston. He took a deep interest in the 
'6@flict with England, for which zeal he was especially 
contemned bv Governors Hutchinson and Gage. 

By this ti;ne, impending dangers had so multiplied 
that the united counsel of all patriots was demanded. 

~ , I. 
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A general Congress of delegates, to consider the affairs 

of the Colonies, having been decided upon, the legisla
ture, on the 17th of June, 1774, elected James Bowdoin, 
Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and 
Robert Treat Paine, delegates from Mnssachusetts. 
The four last-named persons accepted their appoint
ments, and took their seats in Congress, the first day of 
its session, September 5th, 1774, in Philadelphia. In 

this office Mr. Adams remained, till November, 17'"17, 
when he \vas appointed ]Vfii1ister to France. The year 
following, he was appointed Commission~r to treat of 

peace with England. Returning to the United States, 
he "was a delegate from Braintree in the convention 
which fra:11ed the constitution of Massachusetts, in 1780. 

During the eight succeeding years, "he was employed in 
the diplomatic service of the country, and resided at the 
various courts of Europe. In 1782 he concluded our 
first treaty with Holland, At a later period, he har:hhe 
satisfaction of seeing the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Crown of England subscribe to the instrument which 
declared that his" Britannic Majesty acknowledged the 
United States to be free, sovereign, and independent." 
Returning to his beloved country in 1788, he was 
elected the first Vice President, a position which he 
occupied eight years, when he was raised to the Presi
dential chair, as immediate successor to the immortal 

vVashington. 
Leaving the illustrious subject of this sketch for a 

while in the most exalted political station man can ever 
hope to attain, -let us atfempt to analyze his character 

and describe hls persorf. ' 

) 
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lVIr. Adams' individuality as a man and CItIzen, was 
strongly marh"ed. \Ve take hilll to ha,-e been the best 
specimen our early hi~lory atTorcb of sobrifty and en
thusiasm happily ('ornbinerl nnd wi,;cly clllployed in 
promoting the pulJlic good. As a p~,triot he ",;15 firm, 
sagacious and persevering. 

His firmness was indicated by the position he as
sumed as early as 1774, when, in eompany ,,,.jth three 
others named above, he was chosen by the Colony of 
J\:Iassachlisetts, to represent them in the first Continental 
Congress. His friend, Sewall, ,,,ho had taken the rnin

iste1'ial side in politic:", and was at that time attorney-gen
eral of the proyince, hearing of his election, cnde:.:;,vored 
earnestly to dissuade him from hi~ purpose of assuming 

the seat to \"hich he had been appointed. He told him 
of the resolution of Great Britain to pursue her system 
,vjth the greatest rigor; that her powel' was irresistible, 
and would involve him in destruction, as well as all his 
associates. His response 'unfolds at once the dignity of 
his resolutions on contemplating this great and daring 
national movement. 

"I know that Great Britain has determined on her 
system, and that very determination determines me on 
mine. You know that I have been .constant and uni
form in opposition to her desi~ns. Sink or swim, live 
or die, survive or perish, with my country, is my fixed, 
unalterable determination." 

That this firmness was based on patriotic principle 
and inspired by it, is further indicated by what he said 
in a letter to his wife under circumstances of great pub
lic distress. He ha~ heard of the attack made by the 
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British on Boston, of the dismay and ruin consequent 

thereon, but being not in the least daunted in his pur

posel he wrote as fo11o\vs : 

" PHILADELPHIA, 20th September, 1774. 

" I am anxious to know how you: can live without 
govemment. But the experiment must be tried. The 

evils will not be found so dreadful as you apprehend 

them. Frugality, my dear, fi'ugality, economy, par

simony, must be our refuge. I hope the ladies are 

every day diminishing their ornaments, and the gentle
men, too. Let us eat potatoes and drink water. Let 
us wear canvas and undressed sheepskins, rather than 

submit to the unrighteous and ignominious domination 
that is prepared for us." 

But Mr. Adams was a sagacious prophet in political 

matters, as well as a firm patriot. The celebrated let

ters of the 3d of July, 1776, abundantly prove this. A 
great living statesman has treated these letters in such 

. a splendid manner in-his eulogium on their author, that 

to quote them in their original shape, may indeed seem to 

destroy much of their effect. But we wish t'~ contem

plate the character of Mr. Adams through a medium of 

his own making; and s?all here introduce the prophecy 

as he recorded it, in order to substantiate the position 

we have assumed. 
" Yesterday, the greatest question ,vas decided, which 

ever was debated in America, and a greater, perhaps, 
never was nor will be decided among men. A resolu

tion was passed without. one dissenting Colony, "that 

these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free 
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and 'tndependent States" and as such they have and of 

rigbt out to have, full pmver to make war, conclude 

peae-e" e"tablish commerce and to do all other acts and 
things .vhich other States rnay rightfully do." You \"ill 
see,. in a f;:~,Y days, a Declaration, setting forth the causes 
which have impelled us to this mighty Revolution, and 

the l'1::asonswhich will justify it in the sight of God and 
man. 

," 11\Thcn I look b.~ck 10 the year 1761, and recollect 

the a.rgurnents cOl1cerni ng Writs of Assistance in the 
Superior C(Il:'Jrt1 which I have hitherto considered as the 
COITHJoeneement of this controversy bet'ween Great 
Brill.ailn and Amerilca,. and run through the whole period, 

from that tirne to this, and recollect the series of politi
cal. eV'cnts, the chain of causes and effects, I am sur

prised at tho suddenness as 'well as greatness of this 

Revolution. Britain has been filled with folly, and Ame

ricawitbwisdom; at least, this is my judgment. Time 
mu::t determine. It is the. ,,;ill of heaven that the two 

countries should be sundered for ever. It may be the 
\>vil1 of heaven that A.meriea shall suffer calamities still 

more 'vvasting, and distresses yet more dreadful. If this 
is tel be the case, it vv'ill have this good effect at least. It 
,vill! inspire us "ivith many virtues, \vhich we have not, 
and eorrect [[luny errors, follies and vices 'which threaten 

to disturb, dishonor and destroy us. The furnace of 

afllic:tioll produces refinement in States as well as indi

viduals." 
'I'hen, speaking of the day on which the Declaration 

of Independence passed, he foretold that it would" be 

the rnost memorable epoch a in the history of 'America. 

8* 
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I am apt to believe that it "vill be celebrated by succeed
ing generations as the great anniversary festival. It 
ought to be commemorated, as the day of deliverance, 
by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought 
to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, 
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, 
1rom one end of this continent to the other, from this 
time forward, forevermore. 

"You ,,,ill think me transported with enthusiasm, but 
I am ~ot. I am well aware of the toil and blood, and 
treasur~, that it will cost to maintain this Declaration, 
and support and defend these States. Yet, through all 
the gloom, I can see the rays of ravishing light and 
glo;y. I can see that the end is more than "vorth all 
the means; and that posterity will triumph in that day's 

transa?tion, even although we should rue it, which I 
trust in God we shall not." 

We have said that Mr. Adams was firm, and that he 
was sagacious; we remark, thirdly, that he was ardent 
and energetic. His feelings ,vere quick, and fully en
listed in the defence of his country; anything that re
flected on her· welfare was sure t~ arouse his indigna

tion. vVriting to his wife, he presents several instances 
in which his enthusiastic patriotism involved him in tem

porary confusion, such as on the following occasion, 
described in a letter, dated, 

" FALMOUTH, 9th July, 1774. 
"At another time, .T udge Trowb~idge said, 'It seems 

by Col. Barre's speeches, that Mr. Otis has acquired 

honor by releasing his damages to Robinson.' ' Yes,' 
says' I, 'he has acquired honor with all generations.' 

, . 
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Trowbridge-' He did not make much profit, I think.' 
Adams--' True, but the Jess profit, the more honor. He 
was a man of honor and generosity, and those who think 
he was mistaken, ,yill pity hirn.' 

"Thus you see how foolish I am. I cannot avoid 
exposing myself before these high folks; my feelings 
,,,ill at times oyercome my rnodesty and reserve, my 
prudence, policy and discretion. I have a zeal at my 
heart for my country and her friends, ·which I cannot 

smother or 'conceal; it will burn out at times and in 
companies, \\'!Jere it ought to be btent in rny breast. 
This zeal will proyc fatal to {he fortune and felicity of 

my family, if it is not regulated by a cooler judgment 
than mine has hitherto been. Colonel Otis' phrase is, 
'The zeal-pot boils over.' ,:' 

In all his public career, in perils the most imminent, 
and before foes the most mighty, Mr. Adams seems to 
have resolved on maintaining his position at any risk, 
and, with this intent, to have ever sternly declared, 

" Let them pull all about mine ears; present me 

Death on the wheel, or at wild horses' heels; 

Or pile ten hills on the Tarpean rock, 

That the precipitation might uo\vn stretch 

Below the beam of sight, yet will I still 

Be thus to them." 

The coalition in Mr. Adams, of the three great attri

butes named above,-firmness, sagacity and fervor,
rendered him powerful in action and speech. Sound 
and substantial intel1ect must ever constitute the basis 
of true eloquence. It is this only that can sway the 
intellectual faculties of mankind, and take captive tho 
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judgment. In its deepest pathos and most impassioned 
appeals, this element must still predominate, or convic
tion that is enduring cannot be produced. :Emotion is 
essential to deepen impressions and incite to action; 
but in the most tumultuous agitations of both head and 
heart, the sovereignty of reason HlUst be maintained, or 
the momentum derived from passion will only accelerate 
its victim to speedier disgrace and ruin. The great de
sideratum is, not to rely on intellect only, nor on feeling 

. only, but appropriately to blend the two; and thus by a 
natural and almost omnipotent proeess to grasp and 
control with spontaneous domination the feelings and 
understandings of men. 'The language of superior elo
quence is nothing else than the enuneiation of mind the 
most indomitable, earnest, and free; and the highest 
power that the human spiri t can possibly know may be 
thus expressed, since thought the most vast and compre
hensive, as well as affection the most intense and inex
tinguishable, have their adequate expression in the ver
nacular of man, and, when honestly expressed, are 
instantly recognized and responded to by an mankind. 

But this happy union of enthusiasm and sobriety 
is exceedingly rare, even in the first rank of orators. 
Sir James Mackintosh said that Fox \,."as a speaker, 

"the most Demosthenian since 'Demosthenes," because 
he was supposed to combine in his mental structure much 
of thatreaspn, simplicity and vehem'i:mce, which formed 
the prince of ancient speakers. Others have insisted 
that the younger Pitt was endowed with a'certain severe 
and majestic earnestness, a calm and seU:balanced 
energy, which .rendered him even more like the mighty 

) 
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Greeian than was the great parliamentary rival before 
named. Both these renowned Englishmen were cer
tainly well qualified to debate great questions and sway 
the destinies of empires, but they were not orators of 

the most imperial power. Pitt especially failed in the 
poetic part of popular discourse, and Fox did not habit
ually manifest those splendors of imagination which 
constitute the most ethereal component of pure elo
quence. One may be fertile in argument, and prolific 
in illustration,-memory may contribute innumerable 
facts, and invention may cunningly display vast re
sources of learned lore,-and yet, unless the speaker 
breathes a higher inspiration, the "third heaven" is 
never reached by his fancy, nor are intelligent crowds 
entran(~ed by his tones. Such auxiliaries are like the 
wings of an ostrich, a profusion of showy but nerveless 
feathers which assist in running along the earth, but 
whieh are utterly unable to bear their cumbrous pos
sessor in sublime flight to the skies. \Vhere enthusiasm 
does not melt into reason and adorn its strength, a pro
saic tameness is sure to characterize the printed page or 
spoken debate. 

John Adams was sometimes impetuous but rarely dull. 
When matters of great moment were at stake, he rose 

with a natural grandeur to a level with the emergencJ:, 
and became master of the most violent storm. It was 
then that the m.ens divinior, the unquenchable flame of 
eloquence, seemed to expand his person and invest him 
with almost superhuman force. In such spontaneous 
bursts, as Jefferson declared, he raised his hearers from 
their seats. Swelling sympathy, irrepressible admira-



182 ORATORS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

tion and patriotic determinations, the most resolute and 
profound, filled every bosom and made sworn bruthers 
of all. His speech was indomitable, because it was the 
inspiration at once of head and heart, the organs of a 
great soulfii·ed ,'vith comprehensive and disinterested 
designs. He ,vas luminous on the surface, because 
there was a perpetual and pure splendor within; he was 
capable of a high polish, and endured without injury the 
severest shocks, because the substance of his eloquent 
nature was adamant of the finest and firmest grain. 

" He on whose name each distant age shall gaze, 
The mighty sea-mark of those troubled days! 
He, grand of soul, of genius unconfined, 

Born to delight, instruct, and mend mankind· 
) 

Adams! in ,,,hom a Roman ardor crlow'd tl , 

1Vhose copious tongue with Grecian richness flow'd," 

"vas the impersonation of fervid eloquence standing on 
the pedestal of solid judgment. 

As was said above, it is seldom that we meet with 
great depth and acuteness in the sa~1e person; but in 
every such coalition, the result is genius. It is ever 
observant and meditative; even while it seems to be 
in repose, it is in fact ~dvancing by some secret path to 
great results. This is a power which cannot be alto
gether restrained. It is a vehement force; as irresistible 
t9 the mind of its possessor as it is potent on others; it 
stimulates all ·contiguous faculties and insures success 

by ~he enthusiasm which always accompanies strong 
passIOns. 

Genius is the constructive faculty of the mind, it is 
to accumulated erudition, and men of talents, merely, 

) 
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what a skillful architect is to a mass of building mate
rials lying inert befc)re a body of plodding mechanics. 

Oratorical genius has two organs of vision, observa
tion and imagination. This double look, ahvays fixed 
on nature and humanity, is the inlet of that inspiration 
peculiar to the gifted, and vvbich adorns every thing 
excellent in the department of eloquence and art. It 
neither distorts nor falsifies the natural tone and quali
ties of the materials it employs, but simply does the 
work of a wise lapidary who brings out many a hidden 
vein and beauteous tint, thus raising to the rank and 
value of gems wb8.t had often been discarded by the 
unobservant traveller in the dusty higlnvay of life. 

Everv masterlv In'oduction of the mind is an aO'gre-• • to 

gate of the sobriety and enthusiasm we have described; 
it is the result of t\'\"o intellectual phenomena, meditation 
and enthusiasm. Meditation is a faculty mainly ac
quired; inspiration is a special and invaluable gift. 
All men, to a certain degree, can meditate; but very 
few are inspired. J\Ieditation alone never \\Tote an Iliad, 
nor drove back Xerxes; it never could break the 
slumber of centuries, nor reform the Y{orld. In medita
tion, the spirit of man acts; in inspiration, it obeys; in 
the first instance, the int1uence that impels is native 
to man; in the other, it originates in a higher region, 
and imparts to meditation its greatest force. It is the 
amalgamation of these two faculties, meditation and 
inspiration intil'nately allied, that constitutes the true 
orator. He wins inspiration through meditation, as the 
ancient prophets arose to extacy on the wings of prayer. 
In order that divine scenes may stand revealed to his 

",: """,11 
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gaze, it is necessary that he should in a manner disrobe 
himself of material existence, and in calm silence ga the1' 
up the loins of his mind. Thus isolated from the exterior 
life, .he enjoys a plenteous development of the life inter
nal; in- the same proportion as the material world is 
withdrawn, . the world of ideal beauty stands revealed. 
Holy and eloquent thought cannot spread its pinions 
and sublimely soar until it has laid off the gross burdens 
of earth. No healthful inspiration comes to the soul 
except as preceded by devout meditation. Among the 
ancient Jews, a people whose history is full of instructive 
symbols, when the priest had built an altar he kindled 
thereon terrestrial flames, and it was then only that 
divine rays descended from heaven. 

They who most relish the ideal, and have the greatest 
facility in creating it, ever most enjoy the real. The 
refined artist, for instance, when abroad in the rough 
thoroughfares of life, will closely observe every changing 
aspect around him, and from the social confusion will 
elicit many a grace. In the street, on the strand, in 
tne hovel, and under gilded domes, he culls with uniform 
skill and with equal success, everywhere gathering 
hints for his pencil and choice honey for the hive of his 
thoughts. In the rank mire ,of worldly strife, Dante 
and Milton selected pearls for .the wreath of song; and 
Raphael f~und among dancing rustics and romping 
children the germs of many .of his most magnificent 
creations. Look at Shakspeare's wonderful impersona
tions, and see hDw the actual and the ideal are closely 
conjoined. ' If at one moment he whirls you on high, 

and makes you dizzy and lonely in your sublime eleva-
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tion, the next moment he opens a vista to earth agam, 
and entrances the heart\vith feelings of home. A true 
man, one born to eommand the confidence and admira
tion of others through the medium of eloquent serlti
ment:s, is perpetually refreshed and invigorated by the 
inexhallstible resources which he seeks and enjoys in 
the play-grounds of the world. He is exhilarated by 

the streams that intersect the popular heart, just as by 
the mysterious attraction of nature the highest moun
tains draw up, through a thousand hidden tubes, the 
,vaters that thunder in the cataract and sparkle in 
beauty along the flO\\'ery plains. 

Thi.~ blending of enthusiasm with sobriety is the most 
prominent trait in the highest order of minds. Ecc~n

tricity is by rIO means a necessary concomitant of 
genius. Bacon, Milton, Newton, Locke, Bowdi tch, 
were the greatest geniuses and most sober men of their 
day. Genius is never more potent and useful than 
\vhen chastened and restrained by reason, like the 
impetuoLls courser, Ducephalus, curbed and directed by 
the hapd of Alexander. Men of the highest stamp 
unite in themselves the conformations of many subordi
nate grades; they who stand at the summit of the 
social pyramid are the exponents of the unbounded 
sentiments and passions which slumber in the masses 
beneath. Such was the natural position and rare 
endowments of John Adams. He was one of those 
energetic and audacious spirits who seem to be born 
expressly to revolutionize the world. They appear on 
the public stage robed and crowned with 
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" Truths serene, 
Malle visible in beauty, that shall glow 
In everlasting fresh nesf', unapproacherl 
By mortal passion j pure amidst the blood 
And dust of conquests j-never waxing old, 
But on the stream of time, from age to acre 

1:l , 

Casting bright images of heavenly youth." 

We ought to expect that eloquenc~ the most exalted 
would spontaneously emanate from such a soul: The 
orator, grand by nature, like the eagle, hovers above the 
clouds in the pure region of principles; while the mere 
h~rangu~r, the demagogue, ruled by time-serving expe
(heney, lIke the ~\vallO\v, skims earth and sea, garden 

and swamp, ~laI{j~lg a thousand erratic turns, catching 
a few grovellll1g Insects, and annoying the thoughtful 
traveller with its elatterlnrr wing~ J-()hn Ad 

• . Ll ". . ams was 
the e~gle of Colonial and Revolutionary eloquence in 
AmerIca, quick of eye and stronc' of winO' h b't II .. , . '. c., b' a 1 ua y 
c~lm m hIS grandeur, sometimes passionate and rapid in 
?lS course beyond all example. 

He was an admirable model of blended enthusiasm 
and sobriety; this constituted his individuality as a 
popular orator, and his consummate excellence as a 
statesman.· .. 

The marriage of the powerful Jupiter with the lovely 
Lato'na produced the graceful symmetry of Apollo-th~ 
happy combi~ation of beauty, precision, agility, and 
strength-.. -and-these were the elements that composed 
the mental characte: of o,l1r gEeat countryman. He 
resembled two of England's greatest f<)ren~ic gladiators. 
Fox was a logician, Lord Chatham an orator. John 

) 

JOHN ADAMS. 187 

Adams combined in his eloquence much of the severe 
reason of the one, and the power of fascination so eXlt
berant in the other. Arguments set forth by Fox were 
adapted to convince the reflecting; a speech from 
Chatham would impel all hearers immediately to action. 
John Adams was happily endowed to accomplish both 
results at the same time; his reasons for acting were as 
luminous as his appeals were exciting. Like the courser 
described by the classic poet: 

" His high mettle, under good control, 
Gave him Olympic speed, and shot him to the goal." 

To think deeply . and feel strongly, at one and 
the same time-to blend thought and emotion in 
luminous expression, and to concentrate both simulta
neously on the audience in one blaze of argument and 

illustration-this is the means and guaranty of success, 
this is eloquence . 

Herein cOl\S}sted John Adams' great excellence. His 
head was cool, but his heart ,vas ardent-a volcano 
beneath summits of snow-he projected his argument 
frigidly, in premeditated compactness, as if the fountain 
of emotion was entirely congealed in him; but when he 
arose in the eye of the nation, and began to feel the 
importance of his theme, he became lucid with the fires 
of patriotism, 'like the frenzied Pythoness, and seized 
possession of the general mind, with the authority of a 
master and a king. He clothed the bony substance of 
his dialectics with the flesh and blood of his ardent and 
spontllneous rhetoric; he kindled the Continental Con
gress into a flame, because he was himself inflamed: 
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He precipitated himself upon his hearers, without wan
de~'ing in extravagance, and commanded thei'r feelings 
with' hispatbos, without ceasing to rule their judgments 
by the justness of his thought. Sometimes., indeed, he 
seemed to stagger under the weight and pungency of 
conceptions which language could not express: 

"Low'ring he stood, still in fierce act of speech, 
Yet speechless." 

His great talent lay in th!s: he intuitivelv saw to 
'what point in the minds of his audience to -apply his 
strength, and he sent it home there with the force of a 
giant. 

Mr. l,.efferson has himself affirmed, "that the great 
pillar or-support to the Declaration of Independence, 
and its ablest advocate and champion on the floor of 
the House, was John Adams. He was the colossus of 
that Congress; not always fluent in his public addresses, 
he yet came ont with a power, both on.ssthought and 
expression, which moved his hearers 1rom their seats." . 

Let us look back a moment and consider how the 
great orators of the Revolution were disciplined, and 
perfected for the-sublime mission they performed. They 
were highly educated and classicaily refined; but their 
best weapons were forged in the presence of tyrants and 
desperate toils. Eloquence, to be affecting and grand, 
must have perils to brave, the unfortunate to defend . . , 
and daring honors to win. Great trials and f~~tTful con-
flicts make great orators. The grammariaIl~]~f;~rid the 
musicians, the men who cured stammering, ~td taught 
their pupil to pronounce the letter R distinctly, aided the 
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great Athenian much undoubtedly, but they created no 
nerve of his: eloquence. Neither did his shav~d head, 
his cave, his mouthful of pebbles, and his declamation 
by tile sounding sea, inspire the imperial orator who ful
m:ne1 over th.e world like a tropical storm. The mighty 
tela1p:::st of miLitary force and political domination 10\v
ering on the lh:llls of Macedon, and crashinlI on the 

'" plain, of Cha:ronea---the fiery furnace of mental con-
flict, when~ the aspiring spirit is its own best instructor 
--·-the dread arena of physical battle wi th adverse 
],,'gions, and lofty mentul strife \vith malignant foes 
leagued to impel a falling state to l'uin,-this was the 
school where Demosthenes \vas trained, and these were 
the means by '.vhich his eloquence was ,von. 

And so of Cicero. Archias with his elegant learning, 
alJ d Philo wi tb his elaborate rhetoric -the (Troves of , b 

A thens with all their philosophy, and the school of the 
Rhodian ~filo, with all its gymnastic development,
fOI'fmci not th<t:master orator, potent alike in the fasti
dicms Senate, or amid the tumultuous masses of that 
gorgeous pandemonium of imperial Rome,-the Forum. 
But to be the sport of rival chiefs and remorseless fac
tions, hailed vviIh a torrent of acclamations at one mo
ment, and at the next drowned in the execrations of 
armed throngs,--to fight his way from the obscurity of 
an humble plebeian to the highest pinnacle of fame, and 
thenCtB to 'be rudely dragged down to banishment, pov-
erty, lit1l9 a1' odium by the traitorous Catiline and 

the '. dius,-this was the source that inspirec;l. 
"."I",'''''·i~ .. thi~ was the l:>chool of Cicero's eloquence. 

indication of mental freedom at the begin-
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nmg of the French Revolution, and the most remark

able department of intellectual improvement, was elo

q1,lence. The sudden expansion of senatorial oratory, 

at that. period, was a sure prognostic of rising liberty. 
If a Bm'nave and his associates were yirulent in their 

attacks, and excited the populace to frenzy by their 

stormy declamations, it was because the wrongs they 

suffered were exasperating, and nothing but a tornado 

could clear their path. Mirabeau was roused by seven

teen lcttres de cachet, directed against his own person; 

and under such motives to action he defended popular 

rights with an energy that crushed a throne. 

The discipline and destiny of an oratorical soul is 

much like that emblem of freedom, the eagle. D\velling 

in the solitude of mountains,. it seeks the highest sum

mit, w'here \\'ith proud cry it hails the advent of morn, 

and vllith eyes flashing fire outdazzles the sun. Its nest 
is not lined with down nor encompassed with flowers; 

but on some craggy height, where the t~underbolt has 

scooped a hollow, the eaglet breathes his natal air, and 

perpetually augments his strength, tossed by tempests 

between gulfs. belo\<v and sombre skies on high. He 

hears the avalanche shoot and the thunders crash; but 

unterri'fied by the celestial flames that fringe the clouds 

around him, and unexhausted by protracted toil, he 

shakes rain and snow away, nourishes his famished 

heart ,with Jortitude, and turning a triumphant glance 

towards receding storms, spreads his mighty wings and 
sail~ in triumph through heavens purified by';tnewar of 

elements he has braved. 
Effects' are often' mistaken for causes. Accidents 
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may sometimes develope great orators, but accidents 
never create them. Their high enchwments come 

direct from God; their best discipline is occasioned by 

the injustice of their fellow men. Philip, it has been 

said, formed Demosthenes. The dangers which he oc

casioned, developed the latent powers of the eloquent 

patriot. For example, look at the circumstances under 

which he de1ivered the great speech that brought .about 

the alliance between Thebes find Athens, and lecl to the 

fatal battle of Cheronora. He had \yarned his country
men against Philip, but the tories of that day calmed 

the popular excitement. At length, late one" e\"ening, 

ne\VS arrived that Phllir had seized EhteD, tbe key of 
1)[ . d P' . 

lOC1S an ....;,(('ot1<:l, and 111lght soon be expected before 

the \yal1s of Alhens. On the mOlTOIV, at chwn of day, 

the Senate met, and the people crowded into the assem

bly. The Pr.rt~mes reported the news. The herald him

self was produced Dnd made to recite from his own lips. 

Then the crier,p111ed nlouel to the assembly, "Does any 

one wish to speak?" Kone answered to the call; and 

it \HtS repeated over and over agnin, until Dcmosthenes 

mounted the bema, and delivered that soul-stirring 
speech which made the assembly cry out, 'Ivith one 

voice, "Let us march against Philip)" It is on Iv this 

sort of men \\'ho reveal the full splendors of their ~'ative 
majesty, "on occasions calculated to stril,e and arritate 

1:) 

the human soul." When consternation prevails in all 
common minds,-'vYhen the brave are dumb and the 
most resolute dismayed, those choice spirits intent on 

securing the common weal, exclaim, with Patrick Henry, 

" whatever others do, ell fight;" and with John Adams, 
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at the awful crisis of the vote of Ju1y, 1776, "Indepen. 

d I 1" dence, now; an NDEPENDENCE FOR EVER. 

The following is a specimen of Mr. Adams' sty Ie of 
thought and composition, whi-ch we copy from an ora

tion delivered before the citizens of Boston, on July 4th, 

r/93. 
" We' cherish, with a fondness which cannot be chilled 

by the cold, inanimate philosophy of skepticism, the 

delightful expectation, that the cancer of arbitrary 
povver_will be radically extracted from the human COIl-

'" stitution; that the sources of oppression will be drained; 

that the passions, wh~ch have hitherto made the misery 

of mankind, will be disarmed of aU their violence, and. 
give place to the soft control of mild and amiable senti

ments, which shall unite in social harmony the innume

rable varieties of the human race. Then shall the 

nerveless arm of superstition no longer interpose an 
impious barrier between the beneficence of heaven and 

the adoration of its votaries; then sh~ll the most distant 

regions of the earth be approximated by the gentle at
traction of a liberal inte-rcourse; then shall the fair 

fabrie of universal liberty rise upon the durable founda
tion of social equality, and the long expected era of 
human felicity, which has been announced by prophetic 
itlspiration, and described in the most enraptured lan
guage of the muses, shall commence its splendid pro
gress. Visions of bliss! with every breath to heaven 
we speed the ejaculation, that the time may hasten, 
when your reality shall be no 10nger the ground of vo

tive supplication, but the theme of grateful acknowledg_ 

ment; when the choral gratulations of the liberated 
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myria.ds of the elder v\Torkt, in symphony, sweeter than 

the musIc of the spheres, shall hail your country, Ameri
cans! a:,: the youngest daughter of Nature, and the first
born of1~:;prin:~~ ellf Freedom." 

It would seem that, at a period somewhat later than 
the date of the above, this ardent and profound votary 
of Freedom had already realized much of his early and 

most enthusiastic desires. In one of the delightful let

ters written in the maturity of his eventful life, he says 
----'" '''hen, where;- and in what manner we shall see the 

unravelling of the vast plot, which is acting in the 
,~-orld, is knownon]y to P,rovidence. Although my 

Inind. has for hventy years been preparing to expect 

:QTeat scenes, vet I confess the wonders of this Revolu-,_.1 .. ' 

'lion exceed all that I ever foresaw- or imagined. That 

our country, so young as it is, so humble as it is, think

ing but lately so meanly of itself, should thus interest 
the pas,:;ions, as well as employ the reason of all man

kind, in its favor, and effect in so short a space of time, 

not only thirteen revoltttions of government at home, 

but so completely accomplish a revolution in the system 

of Europe, and in t/1e sentiments of every nation in it, 

is what .. no human virisdom, perhaps, could foresee." 

True orators are character-born, or, as Napoleon 

said, they are victory organized. They make a distur
bance in 1ibe scene where they appear, because they are 

both strong and ne\v; they will have to encounter the 

force of love and hatred proportioned to their own origi
nality.. A .. massy and fleet man-of-war makes a wake 

as it ploughs the sea; the sixty-four pou~der rakes the 

earth and, shatters huge obstacles as it flies; and so does 

9 

·r II 
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a man like John Adams make impressions that agitate 
the world around him. He fights the noblest battles 
and wins the most enduring fame. 

Says Fenelon, "Demosthenes moves, warms and cap
tivates the heart. He was sensibly touched with the 
interests of his country. His discourses gradually in
crease in force, by greater light and new reasons, which 
are always illustrated by bold figures and lively images. 
One cannot but see that he has the good of the republic 
entirely at heart, and that nature itself speaks in all his 
transports." Adams, we repeat, had much of the spon
taneous passion of this great prototype, as well as much 
of his premeditated wisdom. Happy is he who com
bines in his thought this double power of meditation 
and inspiration. Sooner or later, whatever may be his 
age, or rank, or preliminary suffering, his day will come; 
and then, endowed and disciplined for his career, he will 
rise boldly above the multitude, and" read his history in 
a nation's eyes." 
. John Adams, in his day and for his country, was 
seCond to no man that eVer lived. Within his Rimple 
ext8'l'ior the divinity was concealed,. not only latent, but 
effective at will. If he did not appear before the world 
with the insignia of Hercules, the shaggy lion's skin and 
the knotted club, he bore a full quiver and the silver 
bow of ~the god of the sun, and every shaft he loos~ned 
fmm the string told with unerring aim at the heart of 
his monster-foe; 

Contemplate him as he appeared in the great debate 
on the adoption· of the Declaration of Independence, 
standing, in that crisis of indescribable grandeur, like 

JOHN ADAMS. 195 

Moses on the monnt, encompassed with thunders and 
lightnings, bearing the tables of the law in his arms, his 
bl~OW encircled with a halo of fire, and his eye gleamincr 

wIth a prophetic view of a mighty nation soon t~ 
em~rge from thraldom, and send generation after gene
ratIOn down through untold ages. 

It was on the evening of that day on which the most 
momentous victory was won that history can ever re
cord, that this champion, yet agitated by the storm and 
covered with the foam and dust of battle, retired in 
triumph from the field and wrote that glorious letter to 
his distant wife, beginning with the memorable words
" The die is cast. 'Ve have passed the Rubicon!" 

Taking into account the circumstances under which 
Adams inscribed the above triumphant expression, and 
the .patriotic valor therein contained, we are strongly 
remmded of an incident recorded in classic history. 
Immediately after the battle at Marathon, an Athenian 
soldier, still faint with the loss of blood, quitted the 
army, and ran to Athens to carry his fellow citizens the 
happy news of v-ictory. When he arrived at the chief 
magistrate's house, he only uttered two or three words: 
"Rejoice, rejoice, the victory is ours!" and fell down 
dea.d· at their feet. 

As might be expected from the temperament and 
talents we have thus attempted to describe, the speeches 
and writings of Mr. Adams abound with brief but sig
nificant expressions. Wqen the mind is free and 
thought is fearless, eloquence speaks in condensed and 
pointed terms, like arrows which are most sur~ when 
they are least encumbered and most SWiftly winged. 
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When the soul is heroic and its conceptions fervid, its 
,corruscations bear the brilliant potency of lightning, ir
resistible '00 earthly obstructions, and terrible to guilt. 

Co temporaries say that John Adams was peculiarly 
luminous in his demonstrations-as if jets of light shot 
out from his eyes, his mouth, and his finger ends. He 
was not large in body, but his well-formed and expres
sive figure reflected all the passions of his soul. He 
was eloquent all over. He was a mental gladiator, a 
man of forensic "var, and never was he more beautiful 
than when surrounded by the hottest flames of the fight. 

On March 4th, 1797, Mr. Adams, then in his 62d 
year, was inaugurated President of the United States. 
A cotemporary, an intimate acquaintance of our re
nowned countryman, has told us that on ,that occasion 
he was dressed in a full suit of pearl-colored broadcloth, 
with powdered hair. He "vas then bald on the top of 
his head. The same writer observes, "Mr. Adams was 
of middle stature, and full person; and of slow, deliberate 
manner, un1ess he was excited; and when this happen
ed, he expressed himself with great energy. He was a 
man of strong mind, of great learning, and of eminent 
ability to use knowledge, both in speech and writing. 
He was ever a man of purest morals; and is said to 
have been a firm believer in Christianity, not from habit 
and example, but from diligent investigation of its 
proofs." 

But if the morning and noon of Mr. Adams' life were 
auspicious a:nd splendid, the evening was full of the 
mora] sublime. " Even when the 'brilliancy of reason's 
sunset yields to the advancing gloom, there is an inde-
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scribable beauty haunting the old man still, if in youth 
and vigor his soul was conversant with truth; and even 
when the chill of night is upon· him, his eye seems to 
rest upon the glories for a while departed, or looks off 
into the stars, and reads in them his destiny with a 
gladness as quiet and as holy as their light. When our 
little day is folded up in shadows, the darkness must .be 
deep indeed which does not reveal eternity by the rays 
of light that reach us from afar; but the soul that can 
rise above the clouds of earth, can always behold the in
finity of heaven, and perhaps every riIThtly' taught man 

• t:> , 

before God takes him, ascends to a PisITah of his own 
t:> , 

from whence to look farewell to the wilderness he has 
passed in the 1eadings of Jehovah's right hand, and to 
catch a glimpse of the promised land lying in the ever
lasting orient befi)re bim." 

It is well known that on July 4th, 1826, this great 
man, after a useful life found a peaceful death breathinO' 

, t:> 

a blessing on the country which he had so eminently serv-
ed, and exclairning to the last, "independence for ever !" 

Justice Story, another mighty name since inscribed 
by death high in the Pantheon of American renown, in 
allusion to Mr. Adams' departure from life, well said: 
"That voice of more than Roman eloquence, which 
urged and sustained the Declaration of Independence, 
that voice, whose first and whose last accents were for 
his country, is indeed mute. It will never aO'ain rise in 

t:> ' 

defence of the weak against popular excitement, and 
vindicate the majesty of law and justice. It will never 
awaken ·a nation to arms to assert its liberties. It will 
liever again instruct the public councils by its wisdom. 
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It win never a!!ain utter its most oracular thOU'rrhts m u . 0 

philosophical retirement." That great and ptlre spirit 
ha.~, depa,l:ted, gone-as' a sunbeam to revisit its native 
skies-gone, as this mO'rtal to put on immortality. 

"Ne'er to the chambers, where the mighty rest, 
Since their foundation,' came a nobler guest; 
Nor ne'er was to the bower~; of l)liiss conveyed. 

A fairer spirit, or more welcome shade." 

" ~, 

CHAPTER VIII. 

T II EPA T RIO TIC PIE T Y 0 F '76. 

THE original chart of American Liberty was drawn 
and signed in the cabin of the Mayflovver. It ,vas a 
civil compact, based on republican principles and sanc
tioned hy religious faith. Such men as Carver, Bradford, 
Brewster, and vVinslow, blessed our nation in its cradle, 
and patriotic teachers of religion have ever fostered its 
growth. At an early day, the acute and subtle Cotton, 
the erudite [lnd energetic Hooker, and their associates, 
replenished the beacon-fires of learning, patriotism, and 
piety along our" rock-bound coast." Not a little did 
these men of God contribute to produce that state of 
things which prospectively seemed propitious, and in 
view of \vhich they greatly rejoiced. In 1644, Cotton 
wrote to his friends in Holland, "The order of the 
churches and the commonwea1th is now so settled in 
New England by common consent, Hlat it brings to 
mind the new heaven and new earth, wherein dwells 
righteousness." Hooker was an apostolic hero, whose 
eye, voice, soul, gesture, and whole form were animated 
with the vital enCl'gy of primitive zeal. He was full of 
public spirit and active charity, serenely trusting in 
Providence wHh "a glorious peace of soul;" and, 

'"' i"I" 
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"though persecutions and banishments had awaited him 
as one wave follows anot.her," he adhered to the cause 

of advancing civilization without wavering, and looke,d 
for its ultimate triumph without a doubt. His cotem
pOTaries placed him "in the first rank of men," and 

praised him as "the one rich pearl, '\vi!h vvhich Europe 

more than repaid Ameri ca for the treasures from her 
coast:" 

But such is the selfish tendency of our corrupt nature, 
that even the best men are :inclined to consolidate 

power in themselves for the fortificatiQl1 of their favorite 

creeds. Some of the leading jpurjtans early strove to 
check the democratic tendency of colonial institutions. 

On the election day, in May, 1634, Cotton preached to 

the assembled citizens against rotation in office. But 

the instinctive sense of political right:~ in the masses 

prevailed; the electors, now inoreased to three hundred 
'land eighty, ~;vere bent on exercising their absolute power; 

they reversed the decision of the pulpit, elected a new 

governor and. deputy, of congenial sentiments, and thu~, 
to use their own Janguage, "the peop~e established a 
reformation of such things as they judged to be amiss in 

the government." The dictation of popular rights by 
;aristocr,atic c1iques was annihilated by popular discl).s

SlOn. "The freemen of every town in the Bay were 

lbusy in inquiring into their liberties and privileges." 
The principle of representative democracy was recog

nized and established as perfectly two -centuries ago" as 
it is to-day. 

But there were ·two other elements not yet clearly 

defined and popularly etaje,yed...-universal suffrage and 
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free tolleration of religious' sentiments. vVho shall be 

the herald and type of these to the world? Let the best 
of Americ:an historians present him to your judgment 
and admiratiml. Says Bancroft, in the first volume of 

his History, "Hoger 'iVilliams' mind had already ma

tured a doctrine which seeures him an immortality of 

fame, as its application has given religious peace to the 
American world. He was a Puritan, and a fugitive 
from English perseelltion; Imt his '\it'l'ongs had not 

clouded his accurate understanding; in the capacious 
recesses of his mind he had revolved the nature of intol

erance, and he, and h,~ alone, had arriyed at the great 

principle 'Ivhi.ch is its sole effi::ctual remedy. He an

nounced his diseovery under the simple proposition of 

the s(Ulctity of CoCinSCi~t'nce. This was the great tenet, 

which, with all its eonsequenees, he defended, as he 

first trod the slHlres of New England; and in his 

extreme old age .it was the last pulsation of his heart. 

He was the fi.rst p'l::rson in modern Christendom to assert, 
in· its plenitude, the doctrine of the liberty of conscience, 
and in its defence he -was the harbinger of Milton, the 

precursor and. superior of Jeremy Taylor." 

Dr. Robertson, in hi~; History of America, says, 
," Roger 'Villiarns' spir::t differed from that of the J)uri

tans of Massachusetts; it "lNn.S mild and tolerating; and 
ha,?ing hhnself to l'ejeet established opinions, he endea

vored to seeure the same liberty to other men, by main

taining that the ex.:~rcise of private judgment was a 
natural and sacr~~c1 rig~lt ;. that the civil magistrate has 
no compulsiye jurisdiction in the concerns of religion; 

that the pURishment -CJ:ff ~ll1y I~erson on account of his 
n'* 

, ,'I 
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opinions was an encroachment on conscience and an 
act of persecution. These humane principles he instilled 
into his followers; and aU who felt or dreaded oppression 
in other settlements, resorted to a community in which 
universal toleration was known to, be a fundamental 

rnaxi111." 
The Puritans were a noble race. As Junius said to 

the king, " They left their native land in search of free
dom, and found it in a desert." But they imported 
errors, and were imbued with the common imperfections 
of mankind; to correct which, Roger \Villiams was 
raised up by Providence, and early planted, with all his 
wealth of sublime principle and worth, in our infant 
land. It is worthy of note, that the sentiments respect
ing toleration which he first proclaimed, and for which 
he was severely persecuted by his fellow refugees, are 
now the unanimous opinions of this great nation, while 
those of the Puritans, on' the same subject, have been 
di~carded, as false in theory and oppressive in practice, 
and are at this moment obsolete in .every free section 
of the globe. The germlnal principle of rOeligious liberty 
which first struggled into beil'lg under that great and 
good man's fostering care, . amid bleak winters and 
savage-tribes, has since grown to a mighty tree, under 
which the nations are beginning to worship in peaceful 
joy. And its growth i£, not yet consummated,_ thank 
God-' 

" Millions of souls shall feel its power, 
. And hear it 'down to milliOh"S more." , 

A careful perusal of our primiti veannals will induce 
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a high appreciation of the patriotic piety and mutual 
sympathy betvveen preachers a.nd their flocks that then 
prevailed. Devoted ministers of religion, like Eliot and 
Vvilson, shared in the hardships and dangers consequent 
on the early Indian \vars. And when news first arrived 
in Boston of the menacing attitude assumed by Eng
land, prompt consultations were held for the common 
weal, and the boldest measures were projected. The 
fathers in Israel were all a~sembled, and" discovered 
their minds to one another." They voted unanimously 
against submission, and publicly declared, says \Vinthrop, 
" We ought to defend our lawful possessions, if we are 
able; if not, to avoid and protract." Six hundred pounds 
were immediately raised in the poor settlements of the 
northern colony, and the fortifications were hastened by 
every kind of popular aid. The influence of the minis
try was patriotic and conservative, at the South as well 
as around Plymouth rock. Smith, in his history of the 
colony at Jamestown, refers to the excellent Hunt, by 
whose "good doctrine and exhortation," popular vices 
were restrained, and the welfare of all promoted to the 
utmost extent. 

The Revolutionary War was a struggle imposed on 
our fathers., not sought by them; injustice was in their 
esteem a legitimate cause for resistance, and all willingly 
shared in the discharge of a duty which none could 
doubt. Those who led in the church, and those who 
led in the field, were impelled by one conviction and 
labored together with the same design. One taught the 
law of justice, the other defended it; one, was the voice 
of God, the other was His arm., Thus~ the American 
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Colonies, confederated by patriotism and piety long be
fore they were united under a written constitution, felt 
that their resistance to oppression was a common cause, 
and simultaneously grasped a sword which had been 
tempered in the fires of suflCring and bedewed with the 
tears of t.he sanctified. Then were laity and cler;y 
distributed to all t~e posts of defence--the ~hamber ~f 
council and the field of battle,-the rural cnurch and 
the martial camp,-and from each station of trust and 
solicitude, fervent prayer ascended to heaven for favor 
on our arms. 

Burke said: "The Americans augur misgovernment 
at.a distance, a~d snuff the approach of tyranny in every 
tamted breeze. The sense here described was most 
acute in those whose faculties had been educated and 
refined in the school of the Prophets. As' a hunter 
standing armed, listens at the foot of a tree to se~ 
whence c~mes the. wind, so. they stood by the altars they 
,,:ere ~ppomted to guard, and listened attentively in that 
~dlrectlOn whence wrong approached. Considerations 
of time, place, peril, or calling, impeded no one. Men 
of the greatest dignity, largest wealth, and most sacred 
functions did not stop to compute profit and loss: blood 
was poured out freely and poured' f~r all. The sainted 
Robinson had magnanimously said to the voyagen in 
the Mayflower, that he would not foreclose hi~' mind to 

the tr~th ~f God,. even if it were new. T~e new light 
and lIberties wluch our fathers had here learned to 
enjoy, were deemed of too much value to be lightly sur
rendered to injustice or the miserable expediency of 
false me-rcy_ Conscience was their only compensation 

" .. ," 
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on earth, and God on high. Hands consecrated to sa
cred service, breaking the bread of life and soothing 
penitential sorrow, from the pulpit scattered profusely in 
moral and martial tempests, seeds of patriotic piety 
whose glorious harvests the whole ""orId is yet destined 
to reap in peace. 

Prominent among the religious patriots who preceded 
the Revolution, was the old President of Yale College, 
Doctor Ezra Stiles. lIe was small in stature, but of 
vast learning, undoubted piety and fervid patriotism_ 
On the occasion of the death of George II. and the ac
cession of George III., he preached a sermon, in "",hich 
he' admonished the latter against suffering any retrench
ment of the liberties of New England. In his history 
of the three judges of Charles I., (vVhalley, Goffe and 
Dixwell,) published long before our Revolution, he an
nounced that the 30th of January, which \vas observed 
by many Christians, in commemoration of the martyr
dom of that king, "ought to be celebrated as an anni
versary thanksgiving, that· one nation on earth had so 
much fortitude and public justice, as to make a royal 
tyrant bow to the sovereignty of the people." Let it be 
added here, that another distinguished President of that 
ancient seat of letters and religion, Doct07- Timothy 
Dwight, served with becoming zeal in the councils of 
his country, and as a chaplain in her army. 

Indeed, patriotism was a trait common to the great 
majority of our clergy, both before and during the Re
volution. They sided with their country in all the dis
putes with Great Britain,-they prayed and preached in 
favor of Independence, and in several instances went so 

, .~ " 
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far as personally to take up arms ..• Jonathan Mahew, 
the famous leader of the Episcopal COI1t.wversy, to whom 
Archbishop Seeker and Dr. J ohoso11 replied, ,vas not 
only an ecclesiastic of great literary accomplishments, 
.but a republican erf the boldest port. O~1 every hand, 
intelligent and patriotic pastors contributed po\verfully 
to prepare the people for prompt and persevering resist
ance against every encroachment on their rights. 

Rev. Samuel Davies, for some time a pastor in Vir
ginia,and afterwards President of Nassau :Hall, deserves 
especial notice. He was born in Delaware, Nov. ~Id, 
1724, and received his educ.ation in Pennsylvania. His 
grand characteristic, as a patriot and preacher, was 
boldness. This is a valuable attribute in ev·ery public 

agent. The great Lord Verulam declared, that" if he 
were asked ,vbat is the first, second, and third thino' ne-

o , ;::~ 

cessary for success in business, he should answer, bold-
ness, boldness, boldness." Timid and effeminate' efforts 
in the pulpit are as inefficient. and more destructive than 
elsewhere. The stupid sou.l is startled into attention 
only by ·bold blows. Ministers may describe for ever the 
beauties of nature, the pleasures of virtue, the- d~gnity 
of self-respect and the yuIgal'ityof vice, but until more 
exalted motives are urged, and more potent ,influences 
are employed, few effects will follow that are . either 

. - ~ -
great or good. , 

Davies was theablesl Dissenter io .the southern .pro
vinces. His. custom was to study his. discourses with 
great care.· Being pressed to preach·on a certainocca
sionwi.thout his usual preparation,. be replied: "It is a. 
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d.readflll thing to talk nonsense in the name of the 
Lord." 

But he was as prompt and fearless in any sudden 

".s 11e was habitually deliberate and studious. emergency, 0. , •• • 

Thard,s to the movements in behalf ot rehglOus lIberty 
made at the North, England granted the Toleration Act 
in favor of all the Colonies. Virginia, however, ruled 
by her Episcopal establishment, refused to admit that ~he 
Dissenters of their territory \vere included. DavIes 
'illithstood all their forces alone, w'ith Peyton Randolph 
" h'· I d "LIe had ffi'lde himself a thorough master of at t eRr lea..r: < c, 

-8ngl'ish law, civil and ecclesiastical, and uhvays chose to 
;l]e~t every perseeuting indictment in the highest cou:ts 
'I'ITith his own plea. So powerful was he in the capaCIty 
which the l:nv of neeessity compelled him to assume, 
that many of his friends, and even his foes ",ere ,;ont to 

. l; "T;lTlI1t a lawl/iT was srJoz:led when Davzes took exc ad1l." r II t '.1 :r 

. h·· . /' 't I" Spoiled forsooth! As if the pulpit, with l, e p t't 1n , . k , , • 

all its themes of eternal interest, was not the sublImest 
:field f()r the development and exercise of eloquence ever 
vouchsafed to man. . 

Not satisfied with establishing his religious rights at 
the bar of colonial power, he went to Eng1and and ob
tained the explicit sanction of the highest authority 
with respect to the extension of the Toleration law to 
Virginia. It was during this mission that he gave an

other striking instance of his boldnes!'l. Geo~ge II. an.d 
many of his court were in the congregatIOn of thIS 
Am~rican Dissenter. . His' majesty, struck with admira
tion, or forgetting the 'proprieties of the occasion, sp~ke 
several times toth()searound him and smiled. DaVies 

,I , ' , t" 'i I ii '~ 
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paused a moment, and then looking sternly at the king, 
exclaimed, "lVhen the lion roars, ihe beasts of the forest 
all, tremble; and when King Jesus speaks, the princes 
ofe,.arth should keep silence.'" 

Mr. Davies was tall, manly and dignified. A distin
guished character of the day, <>n seeing' him pass, said: 
"he looked like the ambassador of some great ~i;ing." 

His understanding was strong, his elocution graceful, 
and his addres~ on some occasions was overwhelming. 
Patrick Henry was his neighbor and ardent admirer. It 
is believed that the renowned pupil \vas greatly indebted 
to this patriotic preacher, both for his sentiments and 
the invincible manner with which he enforced them. 

During the gloomy period when the countr:'V was 
alarmed and distressed to the highest degree by the 
French and Indian war, Davies exerted himself con
stantly to mitigate the sufferings of the people and to 
disperse their fears. On the lOth of July, 1755, Gen
eral Braddock sustained his memorable defeat,. and the 
remnant of his army was saved by the courage and skill 
of Colo~el Washington, then but twenty-three years old. 
On the 20th of the same month, our moral hero preached 
a' sermon, "On the defeat of General Braddock, going 
to Fort Du Quesne." In this sermon, he ccil1son a11 
his hearers, in the most impassioned and patriotic terms, 
to sho'Vv' themselves men, Britons, Christians, and to 
make a noble starrd for the blessings they enjoyed." In 
the same year, he delivered a sermon before Captain 
Overton's company of volunteers, untIer" the title -of 
"ReligioEl and patriotism, the constituents of a -good 
soldier." It was in the discussion of this subject th.at 
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his famous prophecy occurred. Speaking of the en
cOUT8ging fact, that God had "diffused some sparks 
of martial :fire through the country," said he, "as a 
remarkable instance of this, I may point out to the 
public that heroic youth, Colonel vVashington, 'whom I 
c:annot but hope Providence has hitherto preserved, in 
so signal a manner, for some important service to his 

t " coun ry. 
Sacred eloquence, in revolutionary times, is the chief 

c:onservati:ve of order and the grand solace of the popu
lar mind. \Vhile it fortifies the patriot in his rebellion 
::Lgaimst tyranny, it exhorts him to a patient endurance 
of unavoidable wrongs. It alleviates as much as possi
ble the pressure of the chain, by opening before the suf
ferer celestial horizons, fragrant with immortal ama
rynths, and teeming \vith infinite beatitudes. Davies 
\\.'as. of this stamp, a bold patriot and a bold Christian. 

" He had a twofold nature, and the one 

'Vas of a higher order, 'with the souls 
\Vho shine along the path of centuries 

Tn full and perfect brightness, standing forth 

Tn their own loftiness, the beacon lights 

By which the world is guided amI upborne 

From its for ever downward tendency. 

Another patriotic preacher fen a martyr to his zeal in 
behalf of his country, at Elizabethto'wn', New Jersey. 
On the 2,1st of January, 1780, the first Presbyterian 
ehurch was burned by the British, and in the following 
November, they shot its minister, the Rev. James Cald
well. He was a learned, pious, and devoted servant of 

I: II.' .,.~ I 
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his country and his God. He embarked every thing in 
the holy cause he espoused, pouring his blood on the 
earth after they had burned the pulpit from "vhich be 
had often poured his patriotic exhortations on the peo
ple's heads. "There were giants in those days;" and it 
is easy to explain the force of their language, and the 
fidelity of their actions. They preached in an age of 
revolution, a time of popular excitement and national 
transition, when there transpired in rapid succession 
chay{ges more momentous than ever before agitated. the 
world.. Then everv man was intenselv absorbed in the 

~ . 
general struggle; feeling that the we1f~tre of all was en-
trusted to each, every citizen was a consecrated soldier, 
in some form contending for freedom and national life 
at his appointed post in the very heat of the combat. 
Among the excited mass, ministers of the Gospelw-ere 
by no means the least active or efficient. They ex
tended the Eegis of a divine religion over the battered 
and exhausted form of the colonial confederation, and in

spired fortitude in all who were faint They were agi
tated with a lofty inspiration,as the earth is shaken in 
the co.nvulsions .of an earthquake, not by the assaults of 
external power, but by the irrepressible fires of freedom 
and piety which burned within their patriotic hearts. It 
was for this reason that they had such a mighty influ
ence on their hearers. True eloquence, like true religion, 
is a movement of sensibility as well as an act of reason. 
If one has" thoughts that breathe." you may be sure he 
will have" words that burn.'~ If one is truly a patriot, 
in the pulpit or .0ut of it, his .conduct will comport with 
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hJS professi.ons, and his life will be at the service of his 

country as well as of his God. 
lIlustrious examples abound in every direction, but 

we will take our next in a region farther north. It was 
fitting that the first battle of the Revolution should be 

fouO'ht under the eves of the church at Lexington. It 
o 

)vas in that vicinity that the Genius of Patriotism had 

long dwelt with her enthusiastic devotee. 
The town records of Lexington contain many impor

tant documents which discussed the great questions in
volved in the national struggle for Independence. In 
1'765,. the citizens vindicated the popular movement in 
respect to the Stamp-Act. In 1767, they unanimously 
concurred with the resolution of Boston, to prevent the 
consumption of foreign commodities. In 1768, they 
argued "vith great force against the right of Great 
Britain to tax America. In 1772, they resolved, in most 
thrilling terms, to seek redress for daily increasing 
wrongs; and in 1774, they took measures to supply 
themselves with ammunition, arms and other requisites 
for militiuy defence. What hero drew those masterly 
papers, defended their principles, and fired the people at 
all hazards to defend them? History has recorded the 
fact,' that the Reverend Jonas Clark, was their author 
and-chief defeRce. He was one of the many patriotic 
clergy of New England, who instructed their beloved 
flook in peace, and guarded them amid the dread neces
Sities of war. "Mr. Clar}\:," says Edward Everett, 
"was eminent in his profession,-a man of practical 

piety,-a learped theologian,-a person of wide, general 
rellding,-awriter perspicuous, correct, and pointed, be-

,: ... : 
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yond the standard of the day,-and a most intelligent, 
resolute: and ardent champion of the popular cause. He 
was connected ·by marriage·' with the family Of John 
Hancock. Their connection led to a portion of the in
teresting occurrences of th~ 19th of April, 1775. The 
soul-stirring scenes of the great tragedy which was 
enacted' on this spot, were 'witnessed by Mr. Clark, 
from the door of his dwelling hard by. To perpetuate 
their nrcollection, he institutedl, the following year, a ser
vice of commemoration. He delivered himself a his
torical discourse of great merit, which was followed on 
the returns of the' anniversary, till the end of the Revo
lutiomiry war, in a series ·of addresses in the same strain, 
by the -clergy of the neighboring- towns." 

These were the brave men of prophetic eye.who as
cended the altars ·of God to proclaim in ,clear tones and 
firm faith the future era of American democracy. They 
had {he dispmlition a:t;ld capacity to take far-reaching and 
corpprehensive views. T.hey were not content to con
sume the passing hour, in amusing on the deck of the 
ship of State, the audience that surrounded t.hem with 
applause; they knew the extent and the perils of the 
sea upon which they were borne; they consulted the 
currents of the tides and. the eminouswinds-; equally 
regardful of charts and guiding stars, they gave heed to 
the reef .Q;r1 which their buffeted craft might suddenly 
be' dashed, and looked anxiously forward to·a haven 
where tempest-tossed humanity might in safety be 

. moored. But their solicitude, ·instead of impeding their 
activity, inspired it. Animated by motives grand as the 
Uberties .@f a contiBen~, .these Christian £oldiets mus-
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trated, in their persons and work, how courage becomes 
more firm when fortified by the principles of patriotic 
piety, that a warrior is invlncible when inspired by 
faith, and when he can raise pure hands to the God of 
battles, in whose name he fights. It is under such 'Cir
cumstances and from such men that we may expect im
pressive preaching. The eloquence of the pulpit is not 
a festive pantomime, but a bold and rugged eloquence 
that does battle with stern realities. The weapons 
which the preacher is called to use, like the sword which 
guarded Eden's gate, must have the brilliancy of flame 
as weI! as the force and edge of steel. The era of '76 

was favorable to the highest order of eloquence. Every 
youth came .upon the public stage with the cap of·lib
erty upon his head, and a passport to vicJory or death in 
his hand. Then the people assembled in their churches, 
to invoke the blessing of God on their arms, while their 
pastors preached to them under the frowns of power 
and in the prospect of martyrdom. This gave fervor 
to their though"ts, depth to their sympathies, earnestness 
and solemnity to their daring resolutions. Outward 
perils and inward solicitude invested the preacher with 
the power of thrilling his audience through and through 
with repeated shocks of mental batteries-highly charged. 
They did not fatigue with elegant inanity, nor stupify 
with excessive prettiness. Their soul teemed with an 
inte.p.se virility, and their language was forked with ter
rific splendor. They seemed more like prophets than 
priests, master-spirits raised up to mould the destinies 
of m-ankind; their attitudes were dignity; their' gestures 
power. The functions they discharged were divine; their 
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tones were trumpets vocal ,vith messages from heaven; 
their' sentiments blazed like meteors prognosticating 
conflicts, cm1quests, and final doom. Each one of those 
martial heroes who glorified the era of '76, was a co
lossus among ordinary men, and stood forth' in native 
majesty, indomitable, unmoved, sublime. 

A happy combinatiunof piety and patriotism, consti
tuting the ,. most useful private and public virtue, we 
have already found in different sections of our common 
country during the Revolution. We have only to turn 
to the highest council of our infant nation, the most 
august assembly of men that ever congregated to declare 
themselves free, and we shaH· find another illustrious 
example in the person of John ~'1Fitherspoon. 

He was lineally descended from John Knox, the 
moral hero of Scotland, was born near Edinburgh, 1722, 

and, fi'om the time he adopted America as his country, 
was as much distinguished as, a preacher as a patriot. 
Dr. Witherspoon was one of the signers of the Declara
tion of Independence, which he eloquently defended; 
thr0ugh a trying period of congressional responsibility 
he was a very efficient legislator; and for many years 
performed the duties' of a laborious,' erudite, and emi
nently successful president of Princeton College. On 
taking his seat in Congress, he surprised his associates, 
as his brother Davies, who now sleeps by his side, had 
surprised the courts of Virginia, w~th ,his wond~rful 

knowledge and skill as a civilian. He was associated 
with.Richard Henry Lee and JohI) Adams on several 
important committees and himself drew many.v:aluable 
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State papers. All his productions are marked by wit, 
en'ergy, and eloquence. 

Of his wit,one or two examples will suffice. Just 
before the momentous decision of the fourth of July, a 
distinguished member had said in debate, that we were 
"not yet ripe for a Declaration of Independence." Dr. 
Witherspoon responded, "in my judgment, sir, we are 
not only ripe but rotting." Close and rigid argument 
was his rule of debate, but corruscations of vivacious 
fancy sometimes furnished amusing exceptions. He 
had the tact to beguile an "audience of weariness, by 
indu!ainO' wisely in sarcastic mental frolics. 

'" '" 
« The humorous vein, strong sense, and simpJe style, 

To teach the gayest, make the gravest smile." 

For example: when Burgoyne's army was captured at 
Saratoga, General Gates despatched one of his aids to 
convey the intelligence to Congress. The officer in
dulged too fi-eely in amusements by the way, so that the 
news reached Philadelphia several days ahead of him. 
Congress, however, principally for form's sake, proposed 
to present him an elegant s'vvord; but Dr. Witherspoon 
rose, and begged leave to move, that instead of a sword, 
they should present him a pw:r of golden spurs. 

This anecdote sugO'ests a 'word or two with respect 
~_b 

to his energy. It was a trait which rendered him ex-
ceedingly useful as a patriot and preacher. In N ovem
ber, 1776, the army was in a deplorable condition for 
want of necessary supplies. They were retreating, 
almost naked and barefooted, in' wintry cold, before a. 
numerous and' well-appointed foe. Congress was in-
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formed that the military force of the country was «much 
m;)re disposed to secure safety by submission, than to 
seek it by a manly resistance." In this fearful crisis, 

Witherspoon was appointed the chairman of a commit

!tee to repair to head-quarters, and co-operate with 

Washington in redressing the grievances of the soldiers. 
Triumphant success crowned their energy. 

Numerous tokens of Dr. vVitherspoon's eloquence 

remain on the journal of Congress and in the literature 
of the country. He usually wrote the main body of 

his discourse with great care; but being a ready speaker, 
and possessing a remark-able talentfor extemporizing, he 

could dexterously blend that "vhich was premeditated and 

that which was spontaneous, so as to give the aggregate 
an air of great beauty and force. In one of his admira

ble rhetorical works he has himself said, "There is a 

Piercin CT heat and penetrating force in that which flows 
" b 

from the heart, which distinguishes it not only from the 

coldnE?ss of indifference, but also from the false fire of 

enthusiasm or vain glory." 
Excepting Washington, he is said to have possessed 

more of what is called presence, than any other man of 

his day. He was six feet high, nobly proportioned, and 
remarkably impressive in voice, movement, and mien. 

It was equally difficult for unruly students or thoughtless 
men to trifle in his presence. 

As soon as the liberties of the coun try "were \yon, 

Dr. Witherspoon gladly resumed his classical pursuits 

and the work of the ministry. In a ripe and glorious 
old age, he died in peace, having accomplished" vastly: 

m@re than the Cardinal de Retz. " A"man," ~aid Bos-
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suet, "who was so faithful to individuals, so terrible to 
the State; of so lofty a character, that it was impossible 

to esteem, to fear, to love, or to hate him in moderation. 
Firm in himself, he shook the universe, and obtained a 

dignity, which he afterwards wished to resign, as un

worthy of what it had cost him; as an object beneath 
his mighty mind. But while he was in pursuit of what 

he "was afterwards taught to despise, he shook every 

thing by his secret and powerful energies. Even" in 

the universal overthrow of all around him, he appeared 

to suffice for his own support, and his intrepid aspect 
still breathed defiance to his adversary." 
- But the doctor's greatest fi)rte was in the pulpit. He 

felt habitually, and especially in preaching,-a pursuit 
in his avo\ved opinion the most sublime of aH,-that "it 

is not enough to speak, but to speak true." His viva

city, his fervid logic, his impressive manner, and spon
taneous ease, all combined to make him a model 

preacher, as well as model citizen. The ambassador 

for Christ, to be eloquent, must be true to the promptings 
of his nature when least shac kled. It will not answer 

to conceal that which is intrinsically noble, for the 

purpose of conciliating the ignobly prejudiced. The 
inspired heart and the glorious gospel are both the 

creations of the same infinite hand, and, "being things 
so majestical," we snould not" offer them the least show 
of violence." Let. the preacher throw himself into the 
heart orhis audience with all the brave confidence" of 

spontaneous inspiration, then will the tones and emo
tions native to his soul awaken' a sleeping echo in every 

other bosom. Delicate specimens of refined style are 
10 
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usually the concomitants of languor and imbecility. 
They are often obtained at the sacrifiee of those haraief 
felicities, which, like 'alpine flowers, adorn the ineqmili
tieS of a more rugged and artless composition. It is 
not new arguments or novel images that are most 
demanded" in the ordinary routine of modern pulpit 
ministratiOlis, but tha,tenergy of 'sou} which invests 
even feeble logic with startling power, a~ncil renders trite 
illustrations appalling to the aroused. vVe need more 
Qf that deep and strong feeling "vhich melts into love, 
kindles jnto hope, or stiffens with de!;pair. The mind 
of a pulpit orator should traverse the field of literary 
research and biblical exposition, as a potent angel 

careers through the unfathomed abyss: of etherial space; 
now obscured in the dark recesses of thunder, and now 
shooting, in bold relief, through fleecy clouds of gold; 
now plunging to the remote horizon, as if to test the 
speed and power of his wing. and now floating in calm 
majesty through the infinite azure of untroubled sky. 
Such a man. was 

Dr. Samuel Stillman, of Boston. This distinguished 
patriot and divine was born in Philadelphia, bU,t was 
removed early to Charleston, South Carolina,;v\'There he 
'\Vas educated, and where he w.as ordained, in 1759. 
He remove~ to Boston, 1763, and remained there until 
his death, 1806, the universally adlui.red pastor of the 
First Baptist Church. 

He was small in stature, but great of soul. His 
courtesy was proverbial; his. accomplishments \vere di
versified, his piety was undisputed by all, and his patriotic 
p~eaching unexcelled. He was explicit a:lld bold in avow-

'~ 
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~~Tn peculiar views, but was exceedingly forbearing in 
"illS, demeanor towards those who were conscientiously 

+: opposed.- It was only the vicious and the recreant,
those who armed themselves with malignant hatred 
against the cross and his eountry,-that suffered beneath 

:)1 his scathing bolts. His ambition was that of a moral 
hero, v~'ho contended without anger, conqu.ered without 
meanness, and accumulated triumphs without pride; 
habitually desirous of being governed by the golden 
rule, he fashioned his conduct under the influence of 
virtue and wisdom from above. Clothing his arms 
with light he fought against the powers of darkness; at 
the same time contemplating with humble gratitude 
the miry pit from which he had emerged, and putting 
forth an active hand to rescue those who remained behind. 
He fostered every Christian enterprize, and neglected 
no effort that might eon tribute to instruct those whom 
prejudice had blinded, or set free hom the thraldom of 
error those whom cupidity had long kept bound. 

The respect which this admirable prea~her won was 
most cumprehensive and of the highest kind. Among 
refined gentlemen, liberal scholars, and eloquent divines, 
he ranked second to none of any section or name. 
Standing in the presence of armed foes, he preached 
with a power that commanded respect, even when he 
could not create compunction. 'Vhen the British took 
possession of Boston, and desecrated its sacred edifices, 
some of the more skillful of their number, who had 
recoiled under Stillman's patriotic appeals, illustrated 
their spite by drawing a charcoal outline of the great 
divine ~ri the plastered wall of his own pulpit, in all 
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the freedom of expressive "gesture and eloquent denun
ciation. 

It will not seem strange that Dr. Stillman's own 
church was habitually thronged, or that whenever he 
visited other cities his instructions were sought with 
avidity by:the most exalted minds. John Adams wrote 
to his wife, thus: 

"PHILADELPHIA, 4th Aug., 177£. 

" Went this morning to the Baptist meeting, in hopes 
of hearing Mr. Stillman, but was disappointed. He 
"vas ~there, but another gentleman preached." 

These letters of John Adams to his wife, abound 
with intimations of the patriotism of the pulpit 'in those 
clays. In one, dated '''7'th JUly, 1775;" he inquires: 
"Does Mr. vVibird preach against oppression, and the 
other cardinal vices of the times? Tell him, the clergy 
here, of every denomination, thunder and lighten every 
Sabbath. They pray for Boston and the Massachu
setts. They thank God explicitly and fervently" for 
our remarkable successes. They pray for the Ameri
can army. They seem to feel as if they were among 
you." 

The secular and the sacred patriots' of that age labor
ed, in different spheres, to fortify the two wings of the 
same army. One promoted defence by martial force, 
the other extended the interests of religion; one beat 
do~n the ramparts of invading power, the other erected 
the shrines of education and piety; one drove back the 
Philistines from our shores, the other built -pavilions 
for Israel's God.' When the bat tIe was ov"~r and the 
great boon of liberty was won, both parties were found 

) 
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at the same altars, having toiled for one end, and 
expressing gratitude for blessings dearly bought, and by 
each equally prized. 

Dr. Stillman was foremost among those who with one 
hand discomfited the Amalekites, and raised the other to 
implore divine benedictions. To the heroism of Joshua, 
in the combat, he joined the faith of Moses upon the 
mountain, beholding the goodly heritage which he had 
panted to secure, and bearing under the arms of a war
rior the heart and docility of a child. Always on the 
field of battle, conquering souls for God or confounding 
his foes, each step he took marked a liew victory, and 
at the .. end of his career he triumphantly grasped the 
amarynth of immortal bliss. 

"And now 'tis silence all-Enchanter, fare thee well!" 

Archbishop Carroll was a devoted patriot and elo
quent preacher. He was the first Catholic Bishop of 
the United States. On the 22d of February, 1800, by 
a solemn and admirable discourse, he commemorated 
t.he character and services of General 'iV ashington, who 
had died but a few months before. It has been said by 
those who heard it, that when he recited the terrors, the 
encouragemen ts, the distresses, and the glories of the 
struggle of Independence, he appeared to be laboring 
under intense emotions correspondent to those topics
to be swayed like the aged minstrel of the poet, with 

contagious. influences, by the varied strain which he ut
tered. Happy for our countrJ and the world will it be, 
if all our d.ivines shall remain as loyal as these. A high 

sense of national honor, that everlasting fire which alone 
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keeps patriotism \varm in the hearts of its citizens, we 
cannot guard with a care too vigilant, and a jealousy 
tbo acute. A nation 'ivithout the conservative influence 
of patriotic piety, may well say to corruption, thou art 
my father, and to the wotm, thou art my mother and 
my sister. Every citizen, be his calling what it may, 
should bear the rose of heaven on his cheek and the fire 
of liberty in his eye. 

The best orators of every age have been created by 
the oppressive circumstance, in the midst of which they 
have suddenly arisen with resistless powei', as if they 
gathered strength and inspiratioh from the terrors of the 
storm. VVhen the age needs great men it will 'find them 
-heroes not of the ti-mid mimosa kind"who "fear the 
dark clou~, and feel the coming sound." Preachers in 
Revolutionary times are eminently practical; nature 
supplies them with abundant ammunition, and necessity 
teaches them expressly to load and fire. They are the 
flying artillery of" the sacramental host of God's elect." 
They are inspired by no fictitious goddess of the Aonian 
Mount, but by that Eternal Spirit who directed "'the pen 
of Moses, the fingers of David, and the tongue of Paul; 
they drink of no fancied Pierian 'spring, but at a purer 
arid more" exalted sonrce. 

The great Reformer said, "Human nature is a rough 
thing, and must have rough ministers to chastise it." 
P:reachers who deal in sentimental commonplaces about 
the .odor of roses and the blandishments of virtue, with
out enforcing the repugnant doctrines of transforming 
truth, are more recreant to duty 'and the welfare of man 
than was the tyrant_Nero, when he despatched ships 'to 

) 
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Egypt, the granary of the world, in quest of sand for 
his gladiators, at a time when Rome was starving with 
famine. 

'The rnost highly endowed among men are the chosen 
medium of communications from heaven. Such spirits 
are most numerous when most needed, and most pow
erl111 in the tempests which they are born to rule. The 
impressive, march of events through which power on 
high is manifested to powers here below, the eternal 
unity of their <cause al1d >the solernn harmonv of their . " 
results have an aspect that profoundly strikes the mind. 
Under sueh eliciting influences, that which is sublime 
and imnlOrtal iin man clearly reveals itself, and listens 
to the voices that: proelaim 

"A Providence that f3hapes our ends, 

H.ollgh-hew them as we may." 

The chosen ones. of earth garner up these mysterious 
testimonies, and with them substantiate their faith. 
\VhileProvidence thunders in portentous events thev 
fulminate w'ith divine inspirations, and it is thus th~t 
celestial instruction is perpetuated and rendered intelli
gent to mankind. This was the mission which oqr pa
triotic fathers were raised up to perform; in every dread 
emergency, heroes like them are placed by Jehovah on 
the wat.ch-towers of Jerusalem, and they are silent 
neither day nor night. They are the godlike" "who re
sist unto blood" striving against sin." The banner of 
Constantine bore upon its folds a cross for a device, and 
the motto inscribed below, Spes Publica. Christian 
leaders have never been pennitted to be mere carpet-

~ 
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knights, effeminate actors in gay tournaments,-but 
masculine antagonists amid gigantic perils on a fearful 
battle-field, 

Glance for a moment over the page of ecclesiastical 
history, and see how the noblest heroes have been edu
cated and employed. Cbrysostom, the most brilliant 
preacher of the ancient church, was compelled by duty 
to face Eudoxia as Latimer braved Henry the Eighth, or 
our own D.avies awe~ into silence George the Second. 

At a dark period of moral history, the preaching of 
Peter the Hermit and of Bernard induced multitudes to 
assume outwardly the symbol of the cross; and under 
more divine auspices, at a later period, a monk of the 
order of Augustine, transformed into something nobler, 
influenced the hearts of myriads to take up the true 
cross,-the truth that saves the soul. And who was 
this hero of the famous German Reformation? Frederic 
had power and wisdom; Reuchlin ,and Erasmus ~ad 
talent and learning; Hutten had wit, and Sickengen 
courage; Cronberg had virtue of an exalted character, 
and 1\1e1ancthon was endowed with almost every excel~ 
lence that c?-n belong to man. But these were aJIcom
p~lled to say, in respect to the needed strength," it is 
not in me," Something mightier "Tas needed than 
erudite scholars; accomplished princes, valorous warriors, 
and pedantic priests,L?ther appeared, and brought 
with him, to use his own description, "that theology 
which seeks the kernel of the nut, the pulp of the wheat, 
the marrow of the bone," The world began to listen 
to preaching, strange indee~, but life giving, It was no 
longer a lTIeretricious rhetOl'ic?an nor a subtle schoolman 
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that addressed them ;it was a brother man who had 
felt the power of divine truth on his own heart, and 
whose :impressive manner certified that he was intent 
on "v-inning souls to Christ. A famous doctor, Meller
stadt, mixed in the erowds who attended on Luther's 
prenehing. "This monk," said he, "will put all doctors 
to the rout; he will introduce a new style of doctrine, 
and wiII reform the whole church; he builds upon the 
'word of Christ; and no one in this world can either 
resist or overl:hrO\v that word, though it should be 
attacked \V1th all the weapons of Philosophers, Sophists, 
Scotists, Alberti8ts, and Thomists," 

The great maxim of Erasmus was" Give light, and 
tIle darkness will disperse of itself." Luther practised 
on that rule, and the light c~me. "I swear manfully to 
defend the truth of the Gospel," was the oath he took 
'ivhen he was made a doctor of theology. His words 
smote against the PQPuJar heart as mighty waves dash 
against the shore of the sea, 

The Amer~cnn most like him was Samuel Davies. 
Said Luther," If in my sermons I thought of Melanc
thon and other doctors, I should do no gDod; but I 
speak with perfi~ct plainness for the ignorant, and that 
satisfies every body, Such Greek, Latin, and Hebrew 
as I have:. I reserve for the learned, Nothing is more 
agreeable or useful for a common audience than to 
preach on the duties and examples of Scripture. Ser
mons on· grace fall coldly on their ears," President 
Davies understood these maxims of common sense well, 
and red,ueed them to practice, He was undoubtedly 
one of thE~ most .accclDmplished and successful' pulpit ora-

10# 
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tors df this or any other land. Though he died at 
thi'rty~six, he reared memorials of the power of his sacred 
eloquence, more precious and enduring than Pharaonic 
mOnUTIlents. 

"These E;ta;s have set; 0, rise some other such !" 

When the children of Israel "vere about to leave 
Egypt, Moses was afraid to take the command, because 
he felt the need of sovereign eloquence to sustain such 
an office. Jehovah, in his promise to supply the want 
of this exalted gift, acknowledged its importance as he 
answered, "Is not Aaron, the Levite, thy brother? I 

know that he can speak well, and he shaH be thy spokes

man unto the people." And as the tide of Reformation 
moved westward, observe how good speaking was, as 
e,,4e1', its herald tmd support. An impressive manner is 
always most conspicuous when it is most needed. The 
immense crowds that throtlged around Sf. Paul's Cross, 
in London, and listened through successive hO\1rs in the 
open air to Jewell and Latimer, were not influenced by 
the artistic glories of magnificent architecture,-thrilling 
melody, breathing marbles, soaring arches, or the en
trancing illumination of gorgeous windows,-and yet 
those motley multitudes were swayed t~~ and fro by 

sacred eloquence, as a whirlwind bends forest boughs. 
Colet, the .persecuted dean of St. Paul's, in 1505, was 
highly gifted in Thetorical exceHence"; and so was the 
superlatively aocomplished Andrews. Concerning the 
latter, the illustrious Sir'Thomas More went 'So far as 
even to praise the language of his face. Of Donne, also 
dea;n cf SL pours, in the reign of Jalrres I., the {,ollow-
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ing exquisite sketch is given by vValton: "A preacher 
in earnest, weeping sometimes for his auditory; some
times with them; always preaching to himself, like an 
angel from a cloud, but in none; carrying some, as St. 
Paul was, to heaven in holy raptures, and enticing 

others by a sacred art and courtship to amend their 
liyes; and all this 'with a' most particular grace and an 

inexpressible addition of loveliness." 
While the great theological contest was yet raging, it 

happened that Hooker was the master of the Temple
Church, and Travers the afternoon lecturer. It was with
in that exquisite edifice recently restored, that the author 

of the Polity delivered some of the noblest prose in the 

English language. But his manner was bad. He 

spoke with a feeble voice, and with his eyes fixed in a 

downward look, says Walton, "insomuch that he seem
ed to study as he spake." His opponent, Travers, on 
the contrary, was endow'ed with popular gifts; and it 
was not, as was often said, because they had Rome 

in the morning and Geneva in the afternoon, that the 

Temple was crowded In every part when Travers as

cended the pulpit. The preference, felt instinctively by 
all, will ever be given to the glowing utterance of 
thought and feeling, instead of the calm enumerations 
of frigid logic. 'Argumentative preaching is effective 

only as it is associated with the emotional part of reli
gion.Burke has said, "There is no heart so hard as 
that of a thorough-bred metaphysician," and he might 
have added, there is no public" talk so insufferably dun 
as metaphysical preaching. Studied nonsense in ser

mons is a more' painful affiiction than unstudied, since 
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the latter has at least the mitigation pf disgust which 
usually attends an extemporary effusion. 

Jf we unite the solidity of Hooker and the practical 
manner of Travers, the aggregate would be much like 
Witherspoon. Our renowned countryman was a kind 
of theologico-democratic compound; erudite and enthu
siastic" like Augustine; bold and patriotic, like Bruttls. 
While in the President'scbair at Nassau Hall, he shone 
pre-eminently as a scholar and divine; but in the im
passioned gJadiatolrship of Congress, tbe spirit of the 
Tribune predominated, and the patriotic priest bore no 
slight resemblance to the militant prelate of the middle 

,ages, ,who, at the, battle of Bouvines, would wield no 
other weapon than a mace, because his religion forbade 
him to shed blood, and who, in the: midst of the conflict, 
blessed with one hand the numerous foes vvhorn he 

. ~ . ~ 
crushed',wlth the other. He was the devout cavalier 
of Liberty in her own temple of legislation. 

It is not to be understood, however, that Dr. Wither
spoon, or his distinguished co-patriots in the pulpit, were 
religious or political fanatics.", '\V"hen a clergyman 
transforms himself into a phrenzie:d partizan, the dupe 
or champion of a; local faction, he renders himself the 
more odious in contrast with the exalted profession he 
has disgraced. This, is an .instinctive feeling of the 
popular,. heart, and it is just; for what crime C8,n be 
greater than to identify the things of earth with those of 
h'eaven;~the illusions of time with the imperishable 
things " of eternity? What can be more sacrire,gious 
and fatal to huma1:t hopes than to p~ace an ea;thly pas
siOIl:' or human interest on the altar by the side of Christ, 
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and sometimes even in Christ's own place? But the 
appropriate functions of a religious teacher do not forbid 
the duties of a patriot-they imperiously demand them. 
God designed that the minister of the Gospel should be 
the man of the people, the confidant of their miseries, 
the balm of their secret griefs, the depositary of tbeir 
tears, the interpreter of their necessities, their protector, 
friend and father, a living providence to all who hunger 
and thirst, a light to guide the benighted, and a beacon 
to warn those in danger of destruction. 

It would be unjust to pass from the heroical age of 
pulpit eloquence, without adverting to that glorious man 
of God whose hallowed influence is flooding the world 
with ennobling power, John Wesley. Neither should 
we forget, that about the period we are now contem
plating, Whitefield's glowing, impassioned, and awful 
'eloquence-bis incessant, daring, and quenchless en
thusiasm-produced a profound and extensive impression 
on all classes of people in our land. But these allusions 
suggest topics quite too prolific to be broached fully at 
present. They richly deserve an extended article by 

themselves. 
Before concluding, however, it will be well to remark 

that) all things considered, perhaps, the finest specimen 
of a captivating and profitable American preacher in 
Revolutionary times was the Boston pastor already 
described, Dr. Stillman. His views of pulpit ministra
tions were elevated and comprehensive. And what 
are they but to unfold the doctrines and explain the 
pure and sublime morality of the gospel, illustrating its 
tendenoy and diffusing its spirit-' to exalt the aim of 
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the soul and direct its aspirations toward immortal 
.§~!,worth,-to proclaim the conditions of holy faith and 
. . enduring joy, exemplified in "the victorious agonies of 

saints and martyrs,"-to reveal that glorious and dread
ful destiny so intimately connected with every act of 
life, ascending with Milton to those immortal he~ht,s of 
light, love and glory: 

. " The living throne, the sapphire blaZe, 

Where angels tremble while they gaze." 

In efforts to do this, what stores of wealth are there i"n 
genius, ·elbquence, poetry, profound erudition, and sanc. 
tified embellishment, that may not be jlldiciously em
ployed ? When considered simply as a sphere for 
intellectual greatness and cultivation, how sublime is 
the station, and. how glorious are the privileges whieh the 
Christian Minister enjoys. But where -are the zealous 
competitors whose chief ambition is to run for the prize 
of this high calling? 'Vhere are the men whose pas
sions are educated to fortify their understanding, and 
whose rati<:mal powers are penetrated and invested with 
heavenly grace, as the Shekinah burned in splendor 
ineffable, over and around the mercy-S'eat ? 

The most effective preachers are not subtle. dialecti
cians, hot- the fastidious retailers of bigotted -creeds. 
They do not always believe that it is indispensable to 
"explain upon a thing till all men doubt it." In their 
estimation .it is desirable occasionally to take for"granlled 
what dubious metaphysicians and astute dogmatists deem 

,it essential, as a primary step in all discourse, eternttUy to 
prove. PreacheJ;s.·like Stillman will m~ke' a hetter l1se 
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of their powers. They will feel that they are employed 
in the divinest diplornacy; and, as ambassadors com
missioned from heaven, they will exert every faculty in 
direct negoeiation for the salvation of souls. That is 
the best sermon which is easiest understood and longest 
remembered. The minister must be well-educated, but 
his education is for use and not for show. Preachers 
of the right stamp remember this and act accordingly . 
·"Vith the concentrated fires of an intelligent, enthusi
astic, and ravishing eloquence, they impress transcend
ent worth upon the hearer, inflaming him with a passion 
for moral excellence, and imparting to him a vital im
pulse which, in virtuous habits and practical godliness, 
is perpetually reproduced. 

The magnificent, equally with the majestic, is a 
sourCE~ of power to the pulpit orator. Every kingdom 
of nature, every department of science, and every 
production of art,-philosophical research and patriotic 
disquisition,-whatever history has bequeathed, imagi
nation invented, or fancy embellished,-may be appro
priately employed in the foundation of the preacher's 
vV'ork,or as blandishments to adorn it. His audience 
yield to him this right willingly, and rejoice in its exer
cise, never more happy than when he snatches them 
"from Thebes to Athens, when and where he will." 
To him, at the head of all speakers, most legitimately 
belong the richest treasures of earth, air,and sea, the 
peculiar tint and tone of each clime, the mental wealth 
of- each nation, and the accumulated wonders of the 
whole universe. He may revel in "gorgeous Ind," with 
her golden !;lties and glittering domes; "fanatic Egypt 

. ~ ,,11~!:.1 
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and h~r priests.;".thewaving 13alms and wizard glens 
.of the South ~ and the stern superstitions of the North, 

·j~~;with ~1l jts hills of snow and lucid air, "clad in the 
beau-tyof a thousand stars." He may cull gem.s from 
coralcaV'erns, pluck flowers. from sunny fields, and robe 
himself in splendor from the radiant heavens; he may 
lay all literature under contribution to illustrate his 
theme, array all worlds around him as the theatre of his 
discussion, and summon spirits from bliss, and devils 
damned, to verify and enforce his thought. 

Such a preacher was Stillman. The" truth came 
mended from his lips." A few venerable persons yet 
survive who remember his august and imposing action, 
-that action which is the soul of thought. Nothing 
ostentatious· in the mode of his. commencement indicated 
premeditated display; all was sjmple and sublime. His 
figure was" not corpulent, but it was compact and 
graceful in an extraordinary degree. The full wig and 
ample Tobes in which he was accustomed to preach. 
added to the nobleness of his exterior, while an air of 
modesty .and earnest candor augmented the force of his 
speech. His voice was sweet, flexible, and sonorous, 
but grave, firm~ and masculine. His gestures, produced 
without effort or affectation, moved simultaneously with 
his mind, and both were animated, dignified, and per
suasiv:e. He occupied the same pulpit for many. years, 
under the scrutiny of a vast congregation, all of whom 
found it difficuTt to decide which most to admi~e in. 
their. preacher, his exemplary life, or his unequalled 
~loquence; the soundness of his doctrine, or the graces 

. " of his. delivery. Whenever his elegant form 4l1d .~x-

'I'HE PATRIO'I'IC PIETY OF '76. 233 

pressive features appeared in their presence, the vivid
ness of his emotions and the p'ungency of his appeals 
served to remind the classical hearer of that ancient 
patriot who" bore the republic in his heart." 



CHAPTER IX. 

PATRICK HENRY, 

THE INCARNATION OF REVOLUTIONARY ZEAL. 

IF there be lOne attribute of man supreme in dignity 
and worth it is that of oratory. The illusions of the 
eyer cornbined with the enchanting power of music, 
o6nstitute an influence less potent upon the imagination 
and will, than the spirit-stirring appeals of "eloquence 
divine." Other charms are mostly drawn from the ex
ternal world, but this emanates from the unseen spirit 
within; its splendors gleam through animated clay, 
and proclaim the superior majesty of immortal mind. 

When men are exhilarated in the presence of excel
lence, when they are greatly moved by the power of 
cultivated speech, the imagination is more susceptible of 
receiving agreeable impressions, and the mind becomes 
insensibly imbued with the worth it in rapture admires. 

When the heart and fancy are thus taken captive by 
those sentiments which are addressed to our sensibilities, 
the better to move our reason, the severe rules which 
we impose on the frigid logician, become generously ex
panded. The orator feels no longer wounded by hyper
critical restraints; 'more latitude is granted f9r the 
expansion of his genius, and in the moment of fortunate 

;- , 
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daring, he creates happy emotions ih others, and fore-
tokens fame for himself. "" 

The era in our history, now under consideration, was 
exceedingly favorable for the cultivation of the most. 
exalted order of eloquence. It was a period when the 
public mind was strong1or agitated by the popular dis
cussion of interests, the' most comprehensive and en
during. 

The \-var of 1776 was the Trojan war of America; it 
diffused one impulse over our whole domain, united the 
Colonies in one spirit of resistance against oppression, 
and bound them together in one national bond. More
over, it had the effect of the Persian war, when Miltiades 
led the flower of Greece to Marathon, and a young, but 
vigorous, nation could successfully compete with supe
rior numbers and veteran skill. The different sections 
of the country vied with each other in generous compe
tition for precedence in facing a common foe, feeling 
that stern conflicts and a glorious triumph were neces
sary to give them aU a consciousness of their real 

strength. 
The period of our Colonial and Revolutionary history 

was, in fact, an era of great superiority in eloquence, at 
home'and abroad. England then presented an array of 
orators such as she has known at no other time. In 
vVestminster Hall,' the accomplished Mansfield was con
stantly heard in support of kirigly power, while the phi
losophic' and argumentative Camden exercised his 
mighty intellect in defence, of .popular rights. Burke 
had a woke with aU his wealth of fancy; daring imagina
tion and comprehensive Iearrting; Fo~ had entered the 

. , 
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areiU3, 8.£ j{)rensic and senatorial gladiatorship, with his 
great, glmivin3: heart, and titani"C passions, all kindled 
m.te yolcanic hei:'L Junius, by his sarcasm and auda
city,.. stung the '. st circles into desperation. Erskine 
em6ellished the ar~ened heavens by the rainbow tints 
of his genius; and 9hatham, '~orthily succeeded by his 
"cloud-cornpelling" son, ruled the billowy sea of excited 
mind with the majesty of a god. , 

Ag.ainst all that is powerful ini~~ental '''energy and 
martial force, our fathers had to give bat.tIe under the 
most fearful .odds. The chivalrous antagonists came 
into openiield; empires were at stake, and the struggle 
was worthy of the prize, as the result was glorious to 
those whom we delight to commemorate. 

]~loquence in America then was a system of the most. 
invigorating ITJ~ntal gymnasties. The popular orators 
hurled accusations and arguments into the bosom of the 
populace" and aroused universal rebellion against regal 
wrongs. Prominent among the mightiest of the" rebels," 
stood the subjec.t. of this sketch. 

The ancients set up statues of renowned cItIzens III 

the most public resorts, to keep passing generations in 
remembrance of the worthies whose patriotism and piety 
they ought to emulate. Sometimes filial love would 
prornpt admiring disciples to bring garlands, not with 
the vain hope eli adding to the intrinsic worth, or ex
ternal elegance,· pf the v.cnerated form, 'bqt simply to 
wreathe round its brow a token of fond regard-. In the 
present insta.l}ce,. our a:mbition "hath this extent, no 
more." We do. not herein expect to elicit any new 

facts: in the life fii Patriqk HeIl1y., but ehallatteJIlpt only 
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to group, as comprehensively as possible, some of our 
views respeeting the source and characteristics of his 
eloquence.. The circumstances relating to his paren
tage: birth, and early history" have beet!. carefully com
piled by his biographer, Wirt, and "are' freely copied in 

the historical portion of the following sketch: 
Patrick Henry, the second son of John and Sarah 

Henry, and one of nine children, was born on the 29th 
of May, 173'6, at me family seat, called Studley, in the 
county of Hanover, and colony of Virginia. In his 
early childhood his parents removed to another seat in 
the same 'county', then called Mount Brilliant, now the 
Retreat; at which latter place, Patrick Henry was 
"raised" and educated. His parents, though not rich, 
were in easy circumstances; and, in point of personal 
character, were among the most respectable inhabitants 

of the colony. 
His father, Col. John Henry, was a native of Aber

deen, in Scotland. He was, it is said, a first cousin to Da
vid Henry, who ,vas the brother-in-law and successor of 
Edward Cave in the publication of that celebrated work, 
the Gentleman's Magazine, and himself the author of 
.;:eYe'l:al·li terary tracts: John Henry is also said to have 
been a nephew, in the maternal line, to the great histo
riaE, Dr. William Robertson. He came over to Vir..gi
nia, in quest of fortune, some' time prior to the year 
1730, and the tradition is that he enjoyed the friendship 
of Mr. Dinwiddie, afterward the governor of the colony: 
By fhis gentleman, it is reported, that he was introduced 
to the elder Col. Syme, of Hanover, in whose family, it 
is certain, that. he became domesticated during the life 

" .'J ' . 
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.:of th.;t gentleman, after whose death he "intermarried" 
with his widow. and resided on the estate which he had 
lefL It is c~nsidered as a fair proof of the personal 
merito£. Mr. J Qh~Henry, that, in those days, when of-

,,:-4Uj; . 

nCEes wer.e bestowed.with peculiar caution, h~ was the 
colonel of his re@'€nt, 'the , principal survey:or of the 

county"and, for many years, the presiding magistrate of 
, ' 

the county court. His surv~vip.g acquaintances concur 
in stating that he was 3;, man of libj~ education; that 
he possessed a plain, yet solid understanding; and lived 
long a, life-of the most irreproachable integrity and exem
plary piety. His brother Patrick, a clergyman of the 
Church of England, followed him. to this count.ry some 

years i~fterward; and became, by his influence, the 
minister of St. Paul's palish, in Hanover, the functions 
of which offic'e he sustained throughout life with great 

respectability. Both the brothers were zealous mem
bers of the Established Church, and warmly attached to 

the reigning family. Col. John Henry was conspicu
ously so: " there are those yet alive," said a correspond
ent in 1805, "who have seen· him at the head of his . 
regiment, celebrating the birthday of George III. with as 
IDll.Ch eu.thusiam as his son Patrick afterwards displayed, 

in resisting the encroachments of that monarch." 

,The mother of this "forest-born Demosthenes;" :was 
a native of Hanover County, and is said to have been 
eminently endowed 'With amiability, intelligence, and 
the fascillations of a graceful elocution. ~he had a 
br€>t~er who was one of the most effective orators of 

that day .. 
It is seld()ID, or never, that we meet with a man dis-
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tinguished in any intellectual pursuit who had a num
skJ.lll for a mother. How much does England and the 
world owe to Alfred? Liberty, property, Jaws, litera
ture; all that makes the Anglo-Saxon people what they 
are, and political society so nearly what it ought to be. 
And who made Alfred all that he became to his own age, 
all that he is destined perpetually to be? She who 

,"; nursed his first thought and moulded his regal mind. 
"The words which his mother taught him," the lessons 
of \visdom she instilled into his aspil;ing soul, were the 

glil;ms of thought, genius, enterprise, action, every thing 
to the future father of his countrv. 

"' 
And to "Mary, the mother of Washington," whose 

incomplete monument at Fredericksburgh lies shame

fully neglected, we owe all the mighty debt due from 

mankind to. her immortal son. He has himself declared 

that to her influence and early instruction he was indebt
ed for all that was human in the direction of his fortunes. 

Curran's mother was,. .comparatively, an obscure 
woman, but one of strong original understanding and 

glowing enthusiasm,. In her latter years, the celebrity 
of her son rendered her the object of increased atten
tion; and cl;itical observers could easily discover, in the 

irregular. bursts of her eloquence, the primitive gushings 

of the stream which, expanding as it descended, at length 

attained a force and majesty that excited unbounded 
admimtion. Mr. Curran himself felt his indebtedness 
for hereditary talent. Said he,'" the only inheritance 
that I could boast of from my poor father, was the very 
scanty one of an unattractive face and person, }.ike his 
own.; al).d if the' world has ever attributed ta mesorne~ 
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thing more v·aluable than face or perwn, or than earthly 
wealth, it was that another and a dearer parent gave her 
child a p~rtion from the treasure of her mind." He attrib
uted mueh of his subsequent success to the early influence 
.of such a mother, and, to his latest hour would 'dwell '. ,:.,:. ' 
with grateful recollection upon the wise counsel, upon 
the'lessons of honorable ambition, and of thorough piety, 
which she enforced upon the. minds of her children. 
The mother of .the Schlegels is said fa have contributed 
greatly to. form the character of her accomplished sons. 
W elmow that Canning; and Brougham, and Guizot, -are 
indebted mainly .. to the same source of success. 

The Scotch" gumption," and Vi.rginia ardor, inherited 
from his parents, and so finely blended in h'is" own men
tal organization, constituted a richer patrimony for 
Patrick Henry, than all the splendors of remote pedigree 
and ancestral fame. 

The basis' of Mr. Henry's chaTacter was acute com
mon sense. His insigbt into the workings of human 
nature was early exercised to an extraordinary degree. 
In the common acceptation of the word, he was not 
educated; .like Shakspeare, according to Ben Jonson, 
he "knew little Latin and less Greek." B\lt in the best 
sense of the term, he was superlatively disciplined for 
the mission he was destined to fulfil. His principal 
book was the great volume of human nature. In thIS 
fie was deeply read; and hence arose his great power 
of pet suasion. The habit of critical observation formed 
in e~rly yOllt~ went with him through 1ife. Meeting, in 
a. bookstore, wiihhis friend Ralph Wormley, wh<'1, al. 
thQugh a great' book-worm, was infinitely more remark .. 

t, 
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able for his ignorance of men than Mr. Henry was for 
that of books-" \Vhat, Mr. Wormley," said he, "still 
buying books?" " Yes," said :l\1r. Wormley, "I have 
just heard of a new work, which I am extremely anx
ious to peruse." "Take my word for it," said he, " Mr . 
Wormley, we are too old to read books; read men-' they 
are the only volumes that we can peruse to advantage." 
But Mr. Henry neglected neither. From his earliest 
youth he studied both with care, though his education 
was desu1tory in the extreme. As early as most boys 
he had learned to read, write, and perform the ordinary 
tasks in arithmetic. At ten years of age he was taken 
home, and under the instruction of his father learned 
the elements of Latin and Greek. 

Men of rare genius are generally fond of the ex
tremes of existence-profound solitude 01' boisterous 
glee. Such was the case with Henry. While yet a 
youth, he would spend protracted seasons in silent 
meditation, and then with fi:enzied zeal would abruptly 
plunge into the greatest' hilarity. He was much ad
dicted to field sports, but these were employed as the 
occasions of~ mental discipline, rather than for purposes 
of dissipation. He was habitually frugal, though con
stitutiona1ly sanguine and impetuous. If he freely used 
the <lngle and the gun for pastime, he assiduously pon
dered some great theme, or deduced an argument while 
a s'uperficial observer would scarcely have supposed him 
to, be at the same time employed in pursuits so widely 
diversified. His violin, his flute, a few favorite books; . 
habitual and critical study of mankind, frequent ramb
lings in the wild woods, and profound meditations by 

n 
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flovving streams, occupied the early years of his youth. 
The only 'science he loved was mathematics, and the 
book he most read, among uninspired authors, was a 
translation of "the pichired Livy."· With respec(t6 
reading, his motto seems to have been, "much, but not 

many." He might have "adopted Hobbes's opinion, "that"»,, 
if he"'had read as much as other men, he should hiwe 
been as ignorant as they were." But the books'he did 
peru,se, he digested thoroughly. He was not a thing 
made up of fragments,-he was himself, a man self;de
veloped,-he thought more than he read. 

By tois kind of severeseif-tuition amid the beauties 
and ~blimities of nature, he cultivated a flexile majesty}s 

a natural grandeur of soul. It was not the l1rtificial 
groves of the Academy, the polished -pavements of the 
Portico, nor Grecian ,steeds constrained with bit a:nd 

curb, that listened to the narp of Orpheus, but the wild 
trees of unfrequented haunts, the rocks of deserts un
adorned, aRd the untamed tig~rs of the wood. 

When fifteen years old, lVIr. Henry was placed behind 
the counter of·a country store; but the hands destined 
Jo forge thunderbolts, were unskillful in ~suring tape 

and hoarding worldly gains. Pegasus chafod in the 
O\)Irtractoo sphere, . and struggled for escape. By en
la.rging, the d.omain of more 'exalted excursionS', however, 

he ruined the petty profits of the shop. .At fhe eanly 
age _ of eighteen, he was married:. This apparently in
discreet act Was probably an advantage in fact. It fur
nished himll secluded home of his own; a solace in 
pecuniary trials, and a restraint on. vicious' indulgence, 

Thus,. in lonely studies! healthful toils- and domestic j~ysl 

m;:1 ",2r 
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he cultivalted iQ deep ob;curity the giant faculties of his 
soul. 

" There hr.lve been those that from the deep~st caves 
And cells of nigh.t. and fastnesses, below 
The stormy dashing; of the ocean-waves, 
Down, farther down than gold lies hid, have nursed 
A quenchless hope, and watch'd their time, and burst 
On the bright day, like wakeners from their graves !" 

Fortum~tely for our hero, he was endowed with a fine 
flow of eblstic spirits ~ with a noble fortitude he braced 
himself boldly against every disaster of life. Mr. J ef
ferson made his acquaintance in the winter of 1759-60, 

:~il:and. has left us th~ following impressions respecting 

him... "nn my way to the college, I passed the Christ

mus' holydays at Col. Dandridge's in Hanover, to whom 
Mi'. Henry was a near neighbor. During the festivity 
of the season, I met him in society every day, and we 

became well acquainted, although I was much his ju
niOI'" bein~r then in my-seventeenth year, and he a mar-

I l.' .. 
ried .tnan.. Hi:s manners had something of coarseness in 
them; hill. passi~n was music, dancing, and pleasantry. 
He excelled in the last, and it attached everyone to. 

him. 'He ha(l, a little before, broken up his store, or 
rather it had broken him up; but his misfortunes were 
not to be traced either in his countenance or conduct." 
Says another cotempqrary, "He would be pleased and 
oheerful with persons 'of any class or condition, vicious 
and aban~ed persons only excepted; he preferred 
th~,o(!.f eha,:racterand talents, but would be amused 
with :my w<ho could con.tribute to his al'nusement.'~ Ha

bitual cheerfll:m~'is ®ubtless a mighty a:axiliary to· the 
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mind, and. happy is he who "elm rise abov:e lowering 
storms and say, 

" I will dash these fond regrets to earth; 
E'en as an' eagle shakes the cumbering rain 
From his strong pinion." 

After a six weeks' _ preparation, he obtair.!ed a license 
to practice the law, being then twenty-four years of age, 
and almost entirely ignorant of the simplest fo·rms of the 
profession ,he had embraced. For these facts we are 
also. indebted to Mr. Jefferson. In the spring of 1760, 
he 'Says, Mr. Henry ".came to Williamsburg to obtain 
a license as a lawJ'er, -and he called on me at college~: 

.,. He told me he,. had been reading law only six weeks. 
Two of the examiners, however, Peyton and John Ran
dolph, men of great f3,cili ty of temper, signed his license 
with as much reluctance as their dispositions would 
,permit them to show. Mr. Wythe absolutely refused, 
RDbert .. G .. Nicholas refused also at first; but on repeated 
importunities and promises of future reading, he' signed. 
These facts 1 had afterwards from the gentlemen them
selves; the two Randolphs acknowledging he was very 
ignorant of1:he law, but that they perceived him to be a 
young man of gen'ius, and did not doubt that he would 
soon qualify himself." 

Henry was one of those who are" victory or§anized," 
and will ever "find a war, or make one." The same rule 
applies to all such;that was announced to the Directory 
by the principal in command, when young Napoleon 
first began to display his astDnishing power,-'" Promote 

. this young man or he will promote himself.H .. 

, , 

> 
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For some time he was entirely unnoticed, but in ,his 
famous speech in the parson's cause, he at length began 
to engross public attention. As ,counsel for Mr. Dan
dridO'A in a contested election, he made a brilliant 

0'" 

harangue on the rights of suffrage. Such a burst of 
eloquenee from so plain and humble a man, struck the 
popular mind with amazement, and at once made the 
speaker an object of universal respect. The incident is 
described as follows, from the pen of Judge Tyler. It 
was the young advocate's first appearance in the digni
fied and refined society at Williamsburg, then the seat 
9f lordly arrogance and colonial power. "The proud 
airs of aristocracy, added to the dignified forms of that 
truly august body, were enough to have deterred ~n! 
man possessing less firmness and independence of spmt 
than Mr. Henry. He was ushered with great state and 
ceremony into the room of the committee, whose chair
man was Col. Bland. Mr. Henry was dressed in very 
coarse apparel; no one knew any thing of him; and 
scarcely \Va's he treated with decent respect by anyone 
except the ehairman, who could not do so much vio
lenee to his feelings and prineiples, as to depart, on any 
occasion, from the delicaey of the gentleman. But the 
general contempt was soon changed into as general ad
miration; for Mr. Henry distinguished himself by a 
copious'and brilliant display on the great subject of the 
rights 'Of suffi'age, superior to any thing that had be~n 
heard before within those walls. It struck the commIt
tee with amazement, so that 'a d.eep and perfect silence 
took.place during the speech, and not a sound but from 

his lips was to be heard in the room:' 

• 
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I~t US at this point dwell a little on His personal ap
pearance and modes of address. 

·lh hts youth, Mr. Henry was exceedingly indi.fferent 
to both~ostume and style, but ashe rose in experienc"e 
and inlluenc,e, he became more refined. Through all 

vicissitudes, however, his personal appearance 'vas'won
derful1y impressive. He was nearly si~ feet high; spare 

-and raw-boned, with a slight stoop of his shoulders. His 

Clomplexion was dark and sallow; his natliral expression 
grave, thoughtful and penetrating. He Was gifted with 

a strong :tnd musical voice, ·often rendered doubly fasci

~ating by the mild splend'Ors. of his brilliant blue eye~. 
When animated, he spoke with the greatest variety of 

manner and tone. It was necessary to in volve him in 

some great emergency in order to arouse his mOl'e ster

ling qualities and then to the surprise of himself as 

well as every body else, he would in the most splendid 
manner develop, 

" A treasure all undreampt of :-as the night 

Calls out the harmonies of streams that roll 
Unheard by day.'f 

Gleams of passi(,ll' interpenetrating the ~asse~ (~f his 

logic, rerideredhim a sp~t~Gle of delight 'fo the friendly 

speetatOT, or of dread to his antagonist. He was care
less in ,4ress, and s~rhetimes intentiona~ly and extrava

gantly -awkward in movement; but always, like the 

phosphorescen-t stone at Bologna, he was l~ss ruder than 

glowing. He ceuld be v~hement, insinuating, humor-

, oUs, and sar~astic hy turns" and to every· sort of. s1Jz.le he 
ga.ve the highest etfect. He was an orator by I1atln'e, 

. " 
'" 
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and of the: highest clas.s, combining all those traits of 

figure and intellect, action and utterance which have .in
dissolubly I inked his bri.lhant name with the history of 

his eOlHltry's ernaneipatii01l1. 
The true o:~ator JS not the actor of his subject, but its 

organ, VFith him ,,,ho has something to say, under 

the importalleo of which he trembles, and is anx

ious to disburdell his soul in the most direct and foreible 

manner,. thel~e: ,~"ill be no hollow wordiness, 110 gaudy 
decoraJion, :no rhetoric,al sophi~ms, but a profound and 

r.ml.nif(~st feeling of truth andhones~y will gleam all over 
the speaker's ,person and fork the 1i?:htnings of his 010-
q~lenee" 'The inspiration ,,,,ill be profound, the thought 

''''lll be l1.llcid,. alld the action natural; looks, gestures, 

and. tOIles will be such 

'" As Ilkill and graedul nature might suggest 

To a. proficient of the tragic museY 

The etherial -splendors which burned through Patrick 

Ji:Iem/'swords, were ncit elaborated, spark by spark, in 

the laboratory of pedantie cloisters. It was in the open 

fields, under lhe wide cope of heaven, full of free, health

ful aIlel liivid atmosphere, this oratorical Franklin caught 
his :lightlJlings from gathering stonns as they passed over 

I;~ir;n; ~md he c:op.1U1mnieated his charged soul with elec
trical ~j'wift n.er:;s and em~.ct. He was the incarnation of 
Ref)oluticmary ze(d. lIe had absorbed into his suscep

tible· n~ltU['6 theltligllty inspiration which breathed 

throughout the newly awakened and arousing world. 

H~ t(~mpe~ed and re1empered his soul in boiling preme

djtatlous fi;gllillst tynmny, as the cutler temperS; a s~vord 
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by plunging it into water while yet red hot frotTI the fur
nace. The popular orator must be lucid if he would be 
influential. He must not be a me.taphysician, an anti
quarian, nor a pedant, 

... 
"Plunged to the hilt in musty tomes and rusted in." 

He cannot 'have too much learning; but he must show 
the edifice and not the smdfolding; Dr rather, he must 
show nothing, but let all be seen without effort. He 
may possess subtle schemes and :r.econdite erudition, but 
these must ·be dragged from their obscurity into a fun 
blaze of light. He may be skilful in fine theories and 
cumbbred w~th much learning, but they must be rendered 
plainand prot;ninent to common sense, or they haveno 
claims to the honors of eloquence. That which cannot 
be invested with a blaze of imagination and made pal
pable to the public gaze, is not a fit subject for the ora
tor. It is not meant by thi.s that in order to" be com
prehended by the general mind one must be superficial; 
on the contrary, nothing so soon palls on the popular 
taste as shallowness, and nothing so soon disgusts as flip
pant uniformity. Affectation and common-place are as 
loathsome to the masses as to the most refified indivi
duals; .a-nd nothing will long interest them but deep 
thought in clear expression, a compound of untamable 
vigor, and' daring originality. Assembled- multitudes 
are enthralled by a style tnat is rich in meaning, vivid 
in color; and varied in tone; its cOO}binations must be 
bold, unexpected, clearly significant, pertinent to the 
topic in hana, alJ.d powe~ulIy directed to one great end. 
,. Mr. Henry's knowledge of 1ega:!: science was' quite 
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limited, but his great natural sagacity enabled him to 
make the most successful use of such resources as· he 
possessed. His great forte lay in arguing questions of 
common law, or in the defence of criminals before a 
. jury. "There, his intimate knowledge of human na, 
ture, and the rapidity as well as justnes's of his infe
rences, as to what was passing in the hearts of his 
hearers, availed him fully. The jury might be com
po.sed of entire. strangers, yet he rarely failed to know 
them, man by man, before the evidence was closed. 
There was no studied fixture of features that could long 
hide the cllaracter from his piercing and experienced 
view. The slightest unguarded turn of countenance or 
motion of the eye let him. ,at once into the soul of the 
man whom he was observing. Or, if he doubted whe
'her hi; conclusions were correct from the exhibitions 
of countenance during the narration of evidence, he 
had a mode of pJaying a prelude, as it were, upon the 
jury, in his exordium, which Rever failed to " wake into 
lifi~ each silent string," and show him the whole com
pas& as well as pitch of the instrument; and, indeed, (if 
we may believe all the coneurrent accounts of his exhibi
tions in tbe general court,) the most exquisite performer 
that ever "swept the svunding lyre," had not a more 
sovereign mastery over its powers than Mr. Henry had 
over the springs of feeling and thought that belong to a 
jury. There was a delicacy, a tact, a felicity in the 
touch. that was periectIy original, and without a rival. 
His style of address, on these occasi{)ns, is said-to have 
resembled very much that of the Scriptures. It was 
strongly ll1:arked with the same simplicity. the same 

11-
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energy, the same pathos. He sounded no alarm' he 
m~de no parade to put the jury on their guard. It 'was 
a1l s~ n~tllral, so ~umble, so unassuming, that they were 
ear~ed ImperceptIh-ly along, and attuned to his purpose, 

. untIl some m~ster-touch dissolved them into tears. His 
language of passion was perfect. There was no word 
"of learned length or thundering sound," to break the 
char.m. It had almost. all the sti.llness of solitary'think_ 
mg. It was a sweet reverie, a delicious trance. His 
voice, too, had a wonderful effect. He had a singular 

pc:"ver o~ infusing it into a jury and mixing its tones 
WIth theIr nerves in a manner which it is impossible to 
descri.be justly; ~u't which produced a thrilling excite
ment m the happIest concordance with his designs. No 

man l~new so well .as he did what kind of topics to urge 
to theIr understand.lUgs, nur what kind of simple imagery 
t~ presen t t{) thmr hearts. His eye, which he kept 
TIveted upon them, assisted the process of fascination 
and at the same tirneinformed him what theme t~ 
press, or at what instant to retreat, if by rare accident he 
touched an unpropitious string. And then he had such 
~n exuberance of appropriate thoughts, of. apt illustra
tIons, of apposite images, and such a melodious and va
ried roll of the happiest words, that the hearer was 
never w~aried by repetition, and 'l1ever winced from 
an apprehension that the 'intellectual treas'llresof the 
spe-aker would be exhausted:"* 

. Henry ·exercised tremendous po\V"er .oYer the. people, 
because he was 'One of them-had studied ~ir cha~ 

* This .o~~line, drawn by Mr. Wirt, is a fine sket~h of h~s own·won
derfulabIlltles, liB wlfl'l as those of his admiretl predecessor at the bar. 

) 
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racter-was familiar with their habits of thought and 
action-had O'ained their confidence, and could con-b 

ciliate their prejudice. He was skiJ!ful to ingratiate the 
affections of the pop.u:lar heart, and could impel the con
victions of all, before the current of his declamation and 
the fervor of his appeals. He smote right and left, like 
an invincible warrior armed with broadsword, hewing 
his way thr~lUgh opposing legions. Action was his forte 
rather than meditation. He was not adroit in fortifying 
a case with obscure precedents and subtle distinctions. 
He was little accustomed to hunt a principle through 
the musty alcoves of black-letter libraries; but his moral 
instincts were acute, his sense of justice as infallible as 
in the best of men, and the logic of his passionate soul 
commanded respeot, if not conviction. Like Indian 
rubies of the finest water, he required no polish; hifl 
soul O'lowed with its own fire, and emitted a brilliancy b 

that was native to the quarry. But the field of conflict, 
and not the quiet study, was his appropriate sphere; he 
was most splendid when in arms and involved in furious 
fight. V/henever his extraordinary faculties were 
aroused, he is reported by his cotemporaries to have 
been exceedingly fasciuating. Judge Lyons said '~ that 
he GQuld write ~ letter, or draw a declaration or p1ea, at 
the bar, with as much accuracy as he could in his office, 
under all circumstances, except \vhe,n Patrick rose to 
speak; but whenever he rose, although it might be on 
so triflIng a subject as a summons and· petition for 
twenty Bhillings, he was obliged to lay down his pen,and 
eQuId not write· another word until the. speech was 
-liuished." 
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Ol'l the con.trary, the most distracting dangers of a 
tumultuous scene could not disturb the self-possession of 
Mr. Henry, nor shake the steadfastness of his purpose. 
It might have been truly said of him, "Half his strength 
he puts not forth, but stays his thunders in mid-vollej." 
So firm and imperial was the control of Vis mind, that 
at any instant he could arrest the torrent of his fury, 
and, by a sudden change in its direction, overtake and 
scathe his foe. An exemplification of this will soon be 
quoted. In boldness of manner, and habitual self-com
mand, that spirit of daring and confident reliance on in
ternal resources which always commands attention -and 
respect, our hero resembled Lord"Chatham. It is related 
of the latter, that once in the House- of Commons he 

began a speech with the words, "Sugar, Mr. Speaker," 
-and then, observing a smile to pervade the audience, 
he paused, looked fiercely around, and \-"ith a loud voice, 
rising in its notes, and swelling into vehement anger, 
he pronounced again the word "sugar" three times! 
and, hav:ing thus quelled the House, and extinguished 
every trace of laughter, turned round and scornfully in 
quired, " Who will laugh at sugar now?" 

. After Mr. Henry's death, .. there was found among his 
papers o11e sealed, and endorsed as fol1~ws, in his. own 
hand-writing: " The within resolutions passed the House 
of Burgesses "in May, 1765. They f-armed the first op
poSition, to the Stamp-Act, and the scheme of taxing 
America. by'-the British Parliament. All the Colonies, 
either through fear, or want of, opportunity to fOl'm a~ 
opposition, or frpm influence of some kind or other, had 

, . remained silent. 1 had been, for the first time, elected 

~, ..' ~ 
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a burgess a few days before, was young, inexperienced, 
unii.cquainted with the forms of the House, and the 
members that composed it Finding the men of weight 
opposed to the opposition, and the commencement of 
the tax at hand, and that no person was likely to step 
forth, I determined to venture; and alone, unadvised, 
and unassisted, on the blank leaf of an old law book, 
wrote tbe within. Upon offering them to the House 
violent debates ensued. Many threats were uttered, 
and much abuse cast on me by the party fOr submission. 
After a long and "varm contest, the resolutions passed 
by a very small majority, perhaps of one or two only. 
The alarm spread throughout America with astonishing 
quic1mess, .and the ministerial party were overwhelmed. 
The great point of resistance to British taxation was 
universaHy established in the Colonies. This brought 
on the war, which finally separated the two countries, 
and gave independence to ours. vVhether this will 
prove.a blessing or a curse will depend upon the use 
our people make of the blessings which a gracious God 
hath bestowed on us. If they are wise they will be 
great and happy. If they are of a contrary character, 
they will be mis-erable. Righteousness alone can exalt 
them as a tlation. Reader, whosoever thou art, remem
ber this; and in thy sphere practice virtue thyself, and 
en-courage it in @thers. 

"P. HENRY." 

The speech.made by James Otis, ip Boston, agains-t 
"Writs of Assistance" made John Adams the _orator. 
The . .eloq.uence of Patrick' Henry) in the Colonial As-
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semblYt at Williamsburg, May," 1 ~'65, created another 
co1j.ege student, Thomas Jefferson, the patriot. Thi8 
great statesman was-young when the orator, whom he 
styled" the, magnificent child of nature," first appeared 
in~ub1ic with his famous resolutions against"the Stamp
Act, referred to .in his own record just quoted. "The: 
debate," 16 use Jefferson's strong language, "was most 
bJoody," but torrents of indomitable eloquence fi'om 
Henry.prevailed, and the resolutions were carried. 

Incidents which occurred during this famous debate 
indicated new features in Mr. Hen.ry's oratorical cha

ra(}ter. A remarkable instance proved that his power of 
self-control was as great as that of hi'S habitua~ impetu:. 
osity. ..As a courser of high rnettle and pure blood 
suddenly reined in, stands on his haunches with every 
nerve trembling, so he could arrest the impetuous course 
of h~s'eloquence, and turn in a moment to reply to any 
pertlllent or impertinent interruption. The following 
illustration of this point is presSlrved to us bylVIr. Jef

ferson. "I well remember the cry of 'treason' by the 
speaker, echoed from every part of the House, against 

Mr. Henry. I well remember his pause, and the admi
ra.ble address with which he recovered 'l-limself, and baf
tled-the charl5e thus vociferated." The allusion here is 
ttl that memorable exclamation of Mr. Henry: "€resar 
had his Brutus, Charles 1. his Cromwell, and George III. 

"T "'dh k _. reason, CTle t e spea er, "treason 1 treason 1"· 
echoed . the House-" may profit by the example," 
promptly replied the o:ator, .. if this be ·treason, make 
the most of it. 

It seems to be afunaaMaltaI-law, that moral courage 

PATRIe1\. HENRY. 255 

should constitutE; the true basis of oratorical success as 
well as personal honor. " No slave can be eloquent," 
says Longinus, and all literary history shows that the 
highest attainments can be secured only by the uni()n of 
the most unshackled and uncorrupted qualities of head 
and heart. To think, vigorously and fearlessly to say 
what you think, is the only way to be effective in the 
use of speech. The faculty of profound and penetrating 
thought was a distinguished feature in Henry's mental 
character, and the boldness with which he expressed his 
opinions at the hazard of personal convenience was 

equally remarkable. Exalted sentiment was the inform
ing soul which invested his person with an imposing 
grandeur; but the nobleness of his mien was enhanced 
by the perfect independence with 'vvhich he employed 
his resources in defence of whatever he deemed essential 
to individual integrity or the public weal. His mind 
was ardent, and prolific of illustrations; it threw off a 
profusion of beautie~ in its progress as naturally as a 
current of molten iron glows and sparkles as it issues 
from the furnace. His eloquent soul was one of that 
elevated class that revels in the luxuriance of splendid 
imagery, in every succeeding sentence changing its hue 
and. form with Protean facility, throwing out something 
original at e30Gh remove, and geneFally terminating the 
chain with a link more magnificent than all the rest. 

Jefferson w.as .present during the whole of the occa
Bien alluded to above. He stood in the door of com
municaticm. between the HoU'Se and the lobby, where he 
heard the whole of the violent discussion.- Like the boy, 
.J.ohn"' Adams, 'he thenc€iorth consecrat~ himself to .the 

12 
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s~rviee of hi'S country. Scipio Africanus, while yet in 
hIS early youth, stood one day on a hill near Carthage, 
and looked down on a terrific battle-field where 'those 
veterans, Massanissa and Hamilcar, crnshed through 
opposing legions in the tug of war. This chance view 
gave direc1ion to his life. But Adams and Jefferson, in 
the presence of Otis and Henry, were inspiTed with 
loftier impulses, and for nobler eads. 

On the'fourthofSeptember, 1774, the oldContirreFltal 
Congress of the United States met, fOT the first time, at 
Ca:rpenter's Hall, Philadelphia.. It is .. not our intention 
t,b dwell here on the wonderful effect produced by Mr. 
Henry's eloquence in that body in the opening of its 
solemn session. Neither at present do we more than 
simpl;r allude to his still more extraordinary speech made 
in the convention of delegates which assembled on the 
20th of March, 1775, in the old .church at Richmond, 
Virginia-. 

Those were scenes of stupendous interest which have 
already betl:nsketched in the opening chapter on The 
Battle-Fields if Early··American Eloquence. It will 
be appropriate~ however, in this plaee, to quote a pelr
tion of the Richmond speech, as a distinguished specimen 
of;his style. 

~ H-e had," he said, "lmt one lamp hy which. his feet 
were guided; and that was the lamp of experience. 
He knew of no 'way of judging of the future, but by the -
past. .And- judging .bY the past, he wished to kaow 
what there had been in the ·eonduct of tire British min~ 
istry~ for the last. ten years, to justify th06e hopes with 

which gentletnen had been pleased·t~ solace themselv.es 
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and the House? Is it that ihsidious smile with which 
our petition has been lately received? Trust it not, 
sir; it will prove 3. snare to your feet. Suffer not 
yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves 
how this gracious reception of our petition comports 
with those warlike preparations which cover our waters 
and darken our land? Are fleets and armies necessary 
to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown 
ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, that force must 
be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive 
ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and 
subjugation-the last arguments to which kings resort. 
I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if 

b .. ? C its purpose be not to force us to su mlSSlOn. an 
gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it? 
Has Great Britain any enemy in this quarter of the 
world, to call for all this accumulation of navies and 
armies ? No, sir; she has none. They are meant for 
us; they can be meant for no other. They are sent 
over to bind and rivet upon us those chains, which the 
Brifish ministry have been so long forging. And what 
have we 1:0 oppose to them? Shall we try argument? 
Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years. 
Have we any thing new to offer upon the subject? 
Nothing. We have held the subject up in every light 
of which it is capable; but it has been all in vain. 
Shall we resort to entreaty and humble supplication? 
What terms shall we find, which have not been already 
exhausted? Let us not, 1 beseech you, sir, deceive our
selves longer. Sir, we have done every thing that 
could b~ done, to avert the storm which is now coming 
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on. We have petitioned-we have remonstrated-we 
have supplicated-we have prostrated ourselves before 
the throne, and have implore,d its interposition to arrest 
the tyrannical hands of the ministry and parliament. Our 
petitions have been slighted; out remonstrances have 
produced additional violence :and insult; our supplica
tions h-ave been disregarded; and "ve have been spurned, 
with contempt, from the foot of the throne. In vain, 
after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace 
a'Dd reconciliation. There is no longer any roomfor hope. 
If we wish to be free-if we mean to preserve inviolate 
those inestimable privileges for which we have been so 
long contending-if we mean not basely to abandon the 
noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, 
and which we have pledged ourselves never to' abandon, 
until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained 
-we must fight I-I repeat it, .sir, we must fight!! 
An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts, is all that is 
left us I" 

John Randolph said of Patrick Henry, that he was 
Garrick andShakspeare combined. That was the 
most eloquent encomium ever pronouncet;l on eloquence, 
and-no doubt as much deserved by its~objec.t as by any 
human being. His appeals to the heart were not less 
forcible than. were the bolts of his .invective or the 
deductions of .his argument. 

His style of thought and expression seems to have 
been formed much after -the manner of the Hebrew 
prophets, and the unsophisticated orators of our western 
wilderness. His most piercing expressions in the famous 
speech jus.t quO'ted are borro\\'ed. from the- .BiBle, and 

r 
t 
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their suggestive trains of association, more grand and 
impressive even than those which he uttered, are much 
like the following extract from the Choctaw Chief, 
Pusbmataha, who died atW ashington, ira 1824. "I 
shall die, but you will return to your brethren. -As you 
go along the paths, you will see the flowers and hear 
the birds; but Pushmataha will see them and hear them 
no more. When you come to your home, they win ask 
you, where is Pushmataha? and you will say to them, 
he is no more. They wiil hear the tidings like the 
sound of the fall of a mighty oak in the stillness of the 
wood." 

Having previously held several high offices, both 
civil and military, Mr. Henry, on the 1st of July, 1776, 
was elected the first Republican Governor of Virginia, 
and was continued in that station, by an unanimous 
vote, until 1778. "On resigning the government," 
says his biographer, "he retired to Prince Edward 
Countv, and endeavored to cast· about for the means of . . 
extricating himself from his debts. At the age of fifty 
years, worn down by more than twenty years of arduous 
servi:::e in the cause of his country, eighteen of which 
had been occupied by the toils and tempests of the 
Revolution, it was natural for him to wish for rest, and 
to seek some secure and placid port in which he might 
repose himself from the fatigues of the storm. This, 
however, was denied him; and after having devoted 
the bloom of youth and the maturity of rpanhood to the 
good of his country, he had now in his old age to 
provide for hi~ family. He accordingly resumed the 
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practice of the law, in which the powers of ,his elo
quence secured him constant employment." 

Mr: Henry was actively occupied in patriotic and 
professiooal toils through a long series of years. ' 

In his habits of living he was severely temperate and 
frugal. He seldom drank any thing but water, and fur
nished his table in the most simple manner. His morals 
were'· strict; and as a Christian he was very decided, es
pecially in his mature life. 

Education among' the Greeks was not effeminate. 
Themistocles says of himself that he had learned neither 
to tune the harp no"r handle the lyre, but that he knew 
~ow to m~e a small and inglorious city both powerful 
and illustrious. He co~ld not sleep for the trophies of 
Miltiades. In his boyhood he shunned puerile sports, 
and spent his time in severe self-discipline. Having 
been a poor and disinherited child, he achieved the 
highest honors in Athens, and for a season controlled 
the destinies of the civilized world. In like manner, 
Patri~k Henry won, and worthily wore, the most exalted 
honors. He collected the first crop of volunteers in the 
South, after the battles of Lexington and Concord,and 
was the most efficient patriot in his section of the land. 

Probably no ~an ever passed through so long a series 
of public services with a reputation less tarnished. In 
the year 1794, he bade adie'u to all professional toil, and 
retired to 'the bosom of his famiIy, attended ,by the grati
tude, confidence, admiration, ami love of his country. 

" It is said that there stood in the court, before his 
door, a large walnut tree; under whose shade it was his 
delight to pass his summer evenings, surrounded by his • 
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affectionate and happy family, and by a circle of neigh
bors who loved him almost to idolatry. Here he would 
disport himself with all the careless gayety of infancy. 
Here, to01 he would sometimes warm the bosoms of the 
old, and strike fire from the bosoms of his younger 
heal:ers, by recounting the tales of other times; by 
sketching, with the boldness of a master's hand, those 
great historic incidents in which he had borne a part." 
Thus employed, in his sixtieth year, disease met him 
and began to waste away the mighty energies of his 
body and mind. He Rank rapidly, but in the placid con
fidence inspired by Christian hopes, and on the sixth of 

. June, 1799, a great man in Israel had fallen, Patrick 
Henry was no more. 

The great orator of Virginia, whose career we have 
so rapidly delineated, never worried his prey by darting 
on him javelins from afar~; he advanced directly up with 
raised sledge, and. smote his victim between his two 
horns with a blow that felled him at once. The 
effective speaker will be more intent on striking with 
force than with elegance; wholly absorbed in his great 
purpose, he \vill not stop to polish a phrase when he 
should compel his antagonist to fall. He will make his 
weapon keen rather them glittering. 

There are two kinds of eloquence. The highest order 
flows directly from the soul, as from a perennial and pro
lific fountain. Its current is incessant and irresistible; 
if opposed a moment, it accumulates its own chafing mas~ 
and will inevitably crush the obstacles by which it is im
peded. The. other multiplies its delicate threads around 
its obJect, betraying him into the meshes of a skilful rret, 
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by the fnscl·na:tion of a look, in the Ineantirne stirellgth

ening ev:ery tiny bond until the victim is seeured and 

t()l'tt,;I·~:ed to death by a thousand malignant stings. .. 
Hml'fJ,lsmirul was not dieoiplined inte symmetry by 

'se:'V'E~1l'e science,. nor was it embellished with the etecora. 

tionll: of classioal learning; but massy fragments of' eri· 
ginal tholilght f.requently appear i~ the progress of his 

speech, like shattered colonnades and. broken statues, 

hu~rl;edfrom pedestal and base, buried in comme·n dust.. 
II'€) 'Was rrehly e~,dowed with that pe·rmeatingilnagina .. 

1:ion whieh gives vitality to the body of thought, and 

which-makes the fortune of every great master in the 
divirle 'art of e]oquenc~,. . He was imlm:ed witb that ye·· 

hen~lence ·of con~Tiction, that oratorical action, which 

modulates the' tones, -and tinges the visage with irresisti

hIe power, .and suggests to d18 rapf listener more than 

ar;tj.euJated language can express. His soul melted when 

he- spoke, itnd there were tears: in his voice' which no 
heart c(juld withstand. HIs argument grew luminous 

a:S it arose, like a majestic tree on fire,. and its com

bustion shone 'Nith ~~ splendor inel:til1g.uishable a.nd 

un r:n::cel1ed. 
'Ph-e. in-sipid prettiness of rhetol'ical·me.chatlism no 

more resembles the ~ul of true eloquence; than the 

lU1lC:onsC'ious qui~reringsof galvanized muscles resemble 

tR.e: s:pnntaneOUI! throbs of a living and impassioned 
hea.rt. . Sampsoll chose an un-oouth .vlleapon, but three 

ll:l)n:dred Philistines felt its force~ " 
. 11 is necessary W .Bl'ing intGbold ;rE~lief the na.tl!lral 

gr~n(tellr' of things' by simplicity ·ofexpression. The 
o~dtGr mnst be familiar w.i thou t vulgarity, ofigil,.al witb-

lillil,: 

J 'It' 
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out eccentricity, natural and yet highly artistic,--in 

apparent carelessnes~ H snatching a grace beyond the 

rench of art,"-fluent in lal1guage, but elaborate in 

thought, speaking at onee to the instincts that are most 
profound, as well as to those that are most superficial. 

Ordinarily, Henry's styliewas the natural current of his 
thought, and glided along in limpid, glowing abundance, 

as if it reflected the still beams of the sun. Butwhen 

some exciting crisis occurred, his speech became impet
uous and rugged with scythes and daggers, like a Saxon 

'war-chariot; then his flashing bolts shot off in every 
direction with the concussion of lightnings which in the 

same instant shine and kill. He drew the great masses 

of mankind closely a,round him by the exaltation of hi~ 
sentiments; -he held them still more enthralled by the 

simplicity of his language. 

The April shower is gratefl!1:I to the soft herbage, and 

the still sno"w falls gracefully to earth, but neither of 
these produce strong impressions on the beholder. 

On the contrary, when 'rugged clouds, fringed with elec
tric fires, and buffeted by terrific winds, pour down 

piercing hail and torrent rain, intermingled with thun

ders that shake the skies and astound the earth; then 
do men tremble unbidden in the presence of natural 
sublimity. 

Mr. Henry seldom used the pen, and has therefore 
left but little written eloquence authenticated by him

self. To form our estimate of his powers, we have. 
mainly to' rely on. tibe reports of those who had wit~ 
nessed the' wonders he wrought-those who had fe1t the 

magic of his action, :trernbled at the majesty of his voi{)e, 
.tiJ11, 
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and c,aught the ,,:flashings of his eye,-who had been fas. 
cinated by his gffiile, or repulsed by his ,terrific frown, 
and who always found themselves incompetent to express 
fully the power with which he impressed convictio~. 
When all his great attributes were fully arousedr hIS 
language, like that of Pindar, burst fort~ w.ith s?onta
neous force and splendid majesty. Ordmanly, hl~ rea,
soning was made obvious by the itltense light of genius 
with which it was invested; and if, sometimes, his judg
mentseemed bewildered, it was not so much from ob
scurity of perception, as from profuseness of em~tion ; 
like the throne of Milton's Heaven, his mind, when most 
,excited

f 
w.Quld grow "dark from excess of light." He 

fiims~lf intima~ed that his chief lamp was the inward 
light of reason, which is the brightest "affluence of e~
sence increate." \Vhen called upon the stage of,pubhc 
life, he trusted to the guidance of truth",patriotil;im, and 
justice, those primeval principles which "shine aloft,as 
stars." The blazing brand of heaven which flashed 
u'flon the earth, and arrested rthe car~ering steeds of 
DK>med, was not more appalling to their affrighted 
driver, thaI! were the awful denunciations which Henry 
hurled against tyranny apd guilt. 

Grattan said of the Irish orator, Malone, that "when 
young, his eloquence was ocean in a storm; when old, 
ocean in a calm; but whether in a calm- or storm, the 
same great element, the sublimest and most magn~ficent 
,phenomenon of creation." Tradition and history speak 
in rapturous terms of Patrick Henry's eloquence,' and 
some of his speeches, reported by cotemporaries, sub
stantiate his fame. But as well might one attempt to 

i!lII' 
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'pairit liggFning with charcoal, as to delineate a so~llike 
hi8 in du}i words. In order properly to appreciate his 
pmver, we 

"-Should have seen him in the Campus Martius,
In the tribun~l,-shakfng all the tribes 

:;!!O\,Wlth mighty speech. His words seemed oracles, 
'j~,. '1jthat pierced their bosoms: and each man would turn, 

And gaze in wander on his neighbor's face, 
That with the like dumb wonder answel"d him: 
Then some would weep, some shout, some, deeper touch'd, 
Kc:ep down the cry with motion of their hands, 
'Iih fear but to have lost a syllable." 

We should have seen him when he knew that he spoke 
,ilUuder the shadow of the scaffold,-when British cannon 
~t~E~re booming in the North, and standing in the out
'~~l:a~elil~Jas~'(5mbly of Virginia, like a lion at bay, he caught 

'the first cry of distress fmm Lexington and Bunker 
HiTt-'with a generous devotion that made no reserve, 
and knew no fear.-with a' voice solemn f tremulous 
with patrIotic rage, an'd swelling over the thrilledaudi
ence like a trumpet-call to arms, and with an eye flash
ing linutte.rable fire, he exclaimed-' "Gi ve me liberty,or 
give me death !" 

.. 
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CHAPTER X. 

RICHARD HE NR Y 1 EE, 

THE POLISHED STATESMAN." 
" 

f:~~ 

" J~' :~~~: 

{~~ 

. MR. Ll!:E was a dignified citizen a~. scholar whose 
. profound erudition and captivating rhetoric w&e reu
aered yeryefficient in moU:lding-the early iustitutions~e~ 
our land. H~, was born in Westmoreland Co~nty, -V;~~i!" 
ginia, January 20, 1732. H,is juvenile sti1dJ~s' ,;' ' 

'«'.."jr.,1 

pursued in., his father's house, but his more matl~re;edtr. 
cation. was acquired in Yorkshire, England. MrJ"~e 
was Hoted for his assiduity as lit student" and early be
came distinguished for his prdfi,ciency in f:!he classics. 
He r~turned to }tis native land when about twenty,years 
-of. age, and, as he :posse~sed a laq~e fortune, his time 
was. mainly devoted' to the improyement of his mind. 
Works of civil and political morality; history, law, and 
elegant literattlre were constantly perused by him with 
avidity, and their principles made effective in practical 

. life. 
The first public seryicewhich Mr. bee attempted, 

was in the capacity of captain of the volunteer Cdm

·panies .• which were raised in 1755, for the purpose of 
aiding the expedition under General Bradd(jck. In his 
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twenty-~th year, he: was appointed~t'9 a civil office in 
his county, which attested the high personal considera
tion in which he was }:leld. Soon after, he was chosen 
a delega,te to the House of Burgesses, and thus began 
the po1i!ical career which gave his name its chief 

~e.n(}wn .. : ' 
~f 
~ '.~~~~~! Lee was a repu~lican of an early ana rigid stamp. 
'Vhen, in 1764, the declaratory Act was passed in the 
British Parliament, claiming the right to tax America, 
he was the first to bring forward the subject to "the no
tice'~f the Assembly of :which he was a member. A . . . 
sp~cial comn:tittee having, in consequence been appoint-
ed tod.raught an address to' the King, a memorial to the 
~ouse of Lords, and a remonstrance to the House O'f 
~~p~m.mons, Mr. Lee, as chairman, prepared the first 
1t~6 p.ii\~h. These, as his biographer remarks, "con

taiqJhE!. genuine principles of the RevO'lution, and abound 
,iltJ~e firm a;d eloquent sentiments of freemen." In 
1765, Patrick. Henry introduced in the Virginia legisla-
ture. his famous resolutions against the Stamp-Act, 
whicl~ had just been passed by Parliament. Lee lent 
Henry's motion his zealous and powerful assistB:t1ce. 

Ii1t Shortly after the triumph gained on that occasion, Lee 
planned and effected an association" for the purpose of 
deterring all persons from accepting the office of vendor 
of .stamp paper, and for awing intO' silence and inactivi
ty those whO'· might still r;e attached to the supremacy 
of the mother country; and disposed to ad vocate the 
righ.t of colony taxation." This re.sultthe associatiqn 
bound themse},yes to'tt.ttain, "at every. hazard, arrd pay
ing no regaTd to da,nger·or to death." 
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The tax on tea, ,and the measure adopted~p.y Parlia
merH in 1767, "to make provision forquarte:ring a part 
of the regular army" at the expense of the colony:. Lee 
exerted himself every way to appose,. perceiying, as he 
did, their despotic tendency, and fe-eling that a struggle 

for freedom was inevitable. In 1773, a plan was ad~p~~k 
ed by the House of Burgesses, for the formation 0{drG~~~e8: 
ponding committees to be organized by the iegislatt~res 
of th~ several Colonies, and also that of corresp(JF]]dihg 
c1ubsor societies, among tbe "lovers of liberty" tbrough
out the Provinces, for the purpqse, of diffusing anrl~tlgst 
the people a correct knowledge of their rights, of keep .. 
jng them informed of every attempt to infringe fhem, 

and of rousing a spirit of resistance ·to aU arbil:tar:y~ 
measures. Of both these important suggestionsM'jEc 
Lee was the author. 'f)!1i; 

~~1'-

In ]774, the first general Congress. assembled at 
Philadelphia. Mr. Lee was a· delegate from Vi)lt1ijrt;~. 
His labors during this session, and th.roughout his whole 

Congressional ,career, were 1Jtnremitting and"invt:duable. 
In"all:the leading measures he took anactivepart;'alld 

"Y'as' not less influential in the appl!als. wh:i.ch 'WIest 
abroad·from his, pen than in the 'counsels which came 

liv:~fi.tow 'his lips. He was the 'author (If many im- "" 

port!lnt 'State- papers; and' the resolute flefender -of 'the 
.boldest resistance· againstji)reign aggt'essiO'll. ..The 
'gr:e-atmotion of June '7, 1776, ·"that; these United Colo

nieS-are, and of right ought t-o be, free and independent 
Stales.; ·'that they -are absolved ·frolD aJllaHegiance to 'the 
~itish cro>\'\"ll ; ·:-and that all poli:ti{!aiQontlOOtion. befw'een 
them and the State of Great Britailt, is, f:Lnd cmght to be 

.~ ~~ "' 

I 
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totally dli~solved,'! was drawn, introduced, and ably sup

porte:d by Mr. Lee. 
The speech de,[iver{,d by him in defence of this motion 

is reported as follows: 
H Ought 1 not to begin by observing, that if we have 

teach-eiCl that yiolent ex.tremity, beyond ":,hich nothing 
ea:l.1 ali~}7 longer exist between America and England, 

but either sucn war or such peace as are made between 
forerrgn nations; this oan enly be imputed to the insa
tiable 'cupidity, the tyrannical proceedings, and the out
I',a~~ei!;ij"f<91:~ t{!R years reiterated, of the British ministers. 
'vVhat Im,ve we not done to restore peace, to re-establish 
harn~(Yny? Who has not heard our prayers, and who is 
ignorant of our supplications? They have wearied the 
universe" England alone 'was deaf to our complaints, 
"md: w~ri'~~~tt that compassi~n towards us which we have 
found among all other natIOns. And as at first our for
b~~,;~~l1Ce,,'a:lld then our resistance, have proved equally 

insufficient, since our prayers were unavailing, as well 

as the blood lately shed; we must go further, and pro
e1aimo't'lr independence. Nor let anyone believe that 

'..,ve have any other option left. The time will certainly 

come when the fated separation must take place, whether 
you will or no; for so it is decreed by the very nature 

of things:, tke progressive inorease of our population, the 
tertility of . our soil, the extent of our territory, the in

dustry of tlureoun!ryinen, aad the immensity of the 
ocean whiDh separates the two States. . And if this be 
t1"\:16, as' ,it is most trae, who,dees not see that the..sooner 
it takes plaice the better; and that it would be not only 
impr;udent,bu,t the height of folly, not to seize. the pre" 

1.: 
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sent occasion, when British injustice has filled all hearts 
with indignation, inspired all minds with courage, united 
all opinions in one, and put arms in every hand? And 
how long must we traverse three thousand miles of a 
stonny sea, to go and solicit Df arrogant and insolent 
men, .either counsels· or commands to regulate our do
mestic affairs? Does it not become a great, rich and 
powerful nation, as we are, to look at home, and not 
abroad, for the government of its own concerns? And 
how can a ministry of strangers judge, with any dis
cernme'Ilt, of our interests, when they know not, and 
when it little imports them to know, what is good for 
us and what is not? The past justice of the British 
ministers should warn us against the future, if they 
soould. ever seize us again in their cruel claws. Since 
it, has pleased our barbarous enemies' to place before us 
the alternative~of slavery or -of independence, where is . 
the g~nerous-minded man and the lover of. his country, 
who ean hesitate to choose? With these perfidious 
men no promise is secure, no pledges sacred. Let us 
suppose, WHich. heaven avert, that we are conquered; 
let us suppose an' acoo.mmodation. vVhat assurance 
hav.e'we of the British moderation in victory, or good 
faith in treaty? Is it thei-r having enlisted and let loose 
against us the ferocious Indians, and the merciless sol .. 
diers c1f Germany? -Is it that faith, so often pledged and 
so often violated in the course of the present contest; this 
Btitish >faith, whica is reputed more false than Punic? 
We ought rather to expect, that when we shall have 
fallen ·naked and unarmed into their hands, they will 

~ak: . upon us their fury and taeir vengeance; they 

RICHARD HENRY LEE. 271 

will load us with heavier chains, in order to deprive us 
not only of the power, but even of the hope of again re
covering our liberty. But I am willing to admit, although 
it is a thing without example, that the British govern
ment win forget past offences and perform its promises, 
can we imagine, that' after so long dissentions, after so 
many outralges, so many combats, and so much blood. 
shed, our reconciliation could be durable, and that every 
day, in the midst of so much hatred and rancor, would 
not afford some fresh subject of animosity? The two 
nations are already separated in interest an~ affections; 
the one is conscious of its ancient strength, the other 
ha~ become acquainted with its newly-exerted force; 
the one <lesilres to rule in an arbitrary manner, the other 
'will not obey e-ven if allowed its privileges. In such a 
state· of things, what peace, what concord, can be ex
pected? 'l'he Americans may become faithful friends 
to the English, but subjects, never. And even though 
union could be restored without rancor, it could not 
without danger. The wealth and power of Great 
Britain should inspire prudent men with fears for the 
future. Havi-ng reached such a height of grandeur that 
she has no longer any thing to dread from foreign 
powers, in the security of peace the spirit of her people 
wjl.l decl\Y, manners wi'll be corrupted, her youth will 
grow up in the midst of vice, and in this .state of degene
ration, England will become the 'Prey of a foreign enemy 
or an ambitknls .citizen. If we remail.l united with her, 
we shall partake of her corruptions. and Iuisfortunes, the , 
more to be .dreaded as they will be irreparable; sepa
rated from her, on the contrary, as we are, we should 
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neither have to fear~i,;:the seductions of peace nor .the 
dangers of war. By a declaration of our freedom, the 
perils would not be increased; but we should add to the 
ardor'ell our defenders, and tq the splendor of victory. 
Let-us then t£f:ke a firm step, and escape from this laby
rinth' ;tve ha"'\re assumed the s6vereign power, and dare 
not C'onfessit; we' disobey a king, and a-cknowledge our
selves his' subjects; wage war against a people,. on 
whom we incessantly protest our desire "to depend. 
What is the conseque~ce of so many inconsistencies? 
Hesitation para:lyzes all our measures; the '\vay we 
ought to pursue is not marked out; our generals are 
neither respected nor obeyed; our soldiers have neither 
confidencen01' zeal: fee-ble at home, and little considered 
abroad, foreign princes can nei ther esteem nor succor 
so timid and wavering a people .. But independence 
once proclaimed, and our object avowed, more manly 
and decided measures will be adopted; all minds will 
be fired by the greatness of the enterprise, the civil 
magistrates will be inspired with new zeal, the generals 
with fresh ardor, and the citizens with greater con
stancy, to attain so high and glorious a destiny. There 
aFe some who seem to dread the effects of this reso
lution. But will England, or c~n she, manifest against 
us greater rigor and 'rage than she has already displayed? 
She deems resistance against oppression no less rebeUion 
than independence itself 

The Americ.a~g may become faithful friend~ to the 
,.. English,but subjects-;'never, And even .tneugh ,uniOn 

could be restored without ranc~, it eQuId not wi,thout dan-
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I ".k11C
H 'where are those f~;;hiClabJe troops that are to ~)er., .'!. Il. 

snbdu(] jihe Americans? What the English could not 
do, nan it be done by Germans? Are they more brave, 
or b:eUlitr digcipli.ne(t!' The number of our enemies is 
inereas,ed;, but our own is not diminished, and the bat
tles we have lmsta,ined have given us the practice of 
arrns.and tbe experience of war. 

America has arrived at a degree of power, which as
signs her a place among independent nations-; we are 
llot.1e£s entitled to it than the English themselves. If 
they have wealth, so also have we; if t~ey are bra:ve 
so are we; if they are mor€~ numerous, our population 
will soon e.qual theirs; if they have men of renown as 
wellin pea,ce as in war, we likewise have such; political 
l'evolutiofls produce great, brave, and generous spirits. 
From 'i.\'hat. we h.ave already achieved in these painful 
beginnings" it is easy to presume what we shall hereafter 
accomplish; ior experience is the source of sage coun
sels, a~ld liberty is the mother of great men. 

:Have you not seen the enemy driven from Lexington 
by thirty thOUsa.ld ·citizens, &rmed and assembled in one 
day? Already taeir most celebrated generals have 
yielded, in Boston, to the skill of ours; already their 
~eamen, repulsed from our coasts, wander over the 
{)ee~\'n, where tb~y are the spo~t of tempests, and' the 
prey of famine. Let us hail the favorable omen, and 
fight, not for the sa.ke of knowing on what terms we are 
to .be the slaNesofEngl~nd~ out to seClire ourselves a 
free existence,-to found a.just and independent govern
ment. Animated by liberty, the Greeks repulsed the in· 

12" 
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n~merable army of P6~lr~ns ;,sustained by the love of 
independeri'c.e, the Swiss arid: the Dutch humbled the 
pMver of AlHrtria by memorable dE&~ats, and. eonquered 
a rank ~l<mong nations. The Bun of Am,eri£aL also shines 

upoJl1h~ he:~ls of the brltve; the point ()f our weapons 
:is ]w less formiidablE~ than: theirs;, here also tbe same 
union preyails, the same contempt of dangers and of 
death, in aSSle'rting the canse of O'lH country" 

Why t.hen do we longer delay, why still deliberalte? 
Let this most happy day gi're' bi~'1:h to the Ameriean 
republic. _ L~:t ner., , arise, not to devastate and eonquer, 
bu~-to re~esta:blish the reign of peflce and of the laws. 
The eyes of EUfope are fiX6d lipon tIS; she demands of 
us a living e,xampleof freedom, tibial: may contrast, by 
the '"felicity of the citiz.ensr with the, ever-increasing 
tyl'a-mlY which desolatef' her polluted shores. She in
vites us to prepare an as)'lum, ,"",here t11e' unhappy may 

find sola,~ce, and the persecuted repose. .She entmuts us 
to cultivate a propitious soil, where fhat generous plant 
whicIi first sprung' up and gre\v in:England, hut: is now 
withered by the poisonous blasts of Seottish tyranny, 

. may revil<'e and Hourisb, shelteringlindM i:t!l salubrious 
. and interminable shade, all thE~ unfortnnate of the human 
race .. 

This is the'tmd, presaged 'by s.o many omens'; by our 
first" ,ricteries; by the present arde'r and union, by the 
fiig~t,. df .. H'DWO, altd the' 'pestilenee.,W'hlch broke out 
amongst DUfilI)o:re's people, by the \""e1'ywinds which 

;, ·,batHed the eilla,emy's :Aeets and tran~ports, aud that terri
bl~ tempest It"hieh· enguJphed '. sevGu"'lRtndre:rl vessels 
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., '''i~;.. .. 

upon the eoast of NewfoundlIpd. . If we are not this 
duty wanting in our duty to our country, the names ,of 
the Am€:rican legislators will be 'placed, by posterity, at 
tllle side of thoBS of Theseus, of Lycurgus, of Romulus, 
of Numa, of the three Williams of Nassau, and of all 
those whose lTlemory has been, and will be for ever, dear 
to virtu()us men and good citizens." 

The address wruch, by the direction of Congress, Mr. 
Lee drew up in 1775, on behalf of the twelve United 
Colonies, to the inhabitants of Great Britain, is a mas
terly production, and will continue to the end of time 
an imperishable monument to his patriotism and elo

qaence. 
. Having enumerated the wrongs endured by the Colo

nies, and dej~~ded the m~asures of resistance by them 
employed, the Address closes with the following solemn 

adjuration: 
"If you have no regard to the connection that has for 

ages subsisted between . us; if you have forgot the 
wounds owe have received fighting by your side for the 
extension of the empire; if our commerce is not an 
objeet below your consideration; if justice and human
ity have lost their influence on your hearts; still, mo
tives are not wanting to excite your indignation at the 
measures now pursued; your wealth, your honQr, your 

J]berty :ilrrc at stake. 
"Notwithstanding the. distress to w,hich we are re

'du.c.ed, we sometimes forget our own afilictiofiS, to anti
~:ipal~ and 'Sympathize in .yours. We ~~eve that rash 
and m.consi§ier~te councils should precipitate the de--
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struction of an '''''i:n~lpire, which has been the envy and 
admiration --of ages ; and can. God to witne-ss that we 
would part wit.h our property, endanger ·our live~, and 
sacri:fiCf~: every t:hi,ng but liberty, to redeem you from 
ruin:. 

" A cloud hangs over your heads and ours; ere this 
reaches you, it may probably burst upon us; let us 
entreat heaven to avert our ruin, alild the ·destruction 
that threatens ourfriend-s, brethren, and countrymen, 
OIl the other side of the Atlantic 1" 
,·As~·..cb.aiJ'man ,,~tl,·the committee appointed fer tlilat 

purpose; it \-¥as alS62~r. Lee'·g. priv~l6.ge. ~;o. furNish the 
commissions and instructions which' invested GeOTge 
vVashington with the command of the American army. 
In 1780, he retired from his seat in Congress, and .de

clined returning to it '1.11161 1784. In the interval, he 
served in the Assembly of Virginia, and, at the head of 
the -militia oLhiscounty,'proteo-ted it fr()m the incursions 
of the enemy. In 1784, he was c'hosen president of Con
gress by an uaanimous vote. but withdrew at the end of 
the year. In. 1792, his health compeiIed him to retire al
together ft.om public life,and. on lu~ <19:ta,17.9Q, he 
died:. .. . ....- ~ . '> - II' ... ~. '~., 

. ,Mr. Lee was" a polished gentleman .. His -tmmtgl 
aecDmpUshments were richly diV'"ersmed, . and m-s-man-. 
ners were of courtly elegance. He ·h(~d:: more·· tai~1i1,.t 
than genius: In the p-ompot1!;· Tega:larity' of insipid 
elegance, and,"ptinctiliGU'S meu1O'3fity, orators elaborated 
in thesch0~are 'more distinguished for the fewness.of 
1lheir f&ults; tha;ti the multitude and· .ongin.afuy ()f thait

beauties. No enthusiasm, no blaze of imagination, no 

-e; 
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w·eigM.y arguments irradiate their speeches with flash
ing splendors. 

Lee's eloquence was like a beautiful river, meandering 
ntroughv:ariegated and 'elegant scenes, but which never 
ittttndate-s its banks nor bursts its barriers. He was 
not, like Patrick Henry, a mountain torrent, springi.ng 
from exaltl'\d sourCes', and dashing away every thing in 
it!!; irresistible 'Career. 

But Lee was' a fine rhetorician' and a sagacious 
debater. He, had the happy faculty of throwing oil on 
t~le '~lgitat01d ~ea;. When- the Continental Congress met 
~El Phil-addpbia on the 5th of Septemher, 1774, it is 
said that silence, awful and protracted, preceded" the 
hrea.king of the 1astseal," and that astonishment and 
appl,·a.use ~iHed the house when this was done by Patrick 
lleut;,.'roo excitement consequent on that wonderful 
1~m rn:~~~tha"Ve subsided into lassitude and despon
~0Yjchal€t.l\"ot Mr. Lee perceived "the quiver on every 

Up, the gleam in every eye." With the quickness of 
inhlitioo be saw the crisis and happily attempted to 
htfl~ themaSB of Hf,rltated feeling to great· .practical 
gooo. He arose, and the sweetness of his language, 
N'trM'l'rl0fty of his tones,soothed, but did not suppress, 
.the· tide of tumultuous emotron swelling in every breast . 
'Wi:th .-thomost . persttasive eloquence, he demonstrated 
~dla.t"~ was but one-hope f.or the country, and 
~13'Y'lilii:'tM energy .of immediate 'and united resis-
lla.n.oe. -'.". -" '., . 
':~M.r.-,~,.was. undDabteclly a copious ,.and eloquent 

,~~:::S&me of.bis"~Frers cal-led him "the Ameri
can Cicero/' but, unfortunately, none of his popular 
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speeches extant,~justify this Qomparison., He c~l'tainly 
occupied a high grade in oratorical excellenct~. but-, 
perhaps, not the highest. 

In the Gallery of N~turalHistory at Florence, there 
is a fine Ven1iJ.s in wax, an elegant imitation of life, 
which y..o~ may deliberately take down in parts and 
study at your leisure, but in which model there is no 
throbbing heart. Speakers abound of the same stamp. 
Their lang\lage.is correct) but powerless; their illustra
tions are pretty, but dry. ,There are polished phrases 
in abundance, but what is wanting is animus, soul. 

,;i;t 
The body of theirtSpeech bears no vital complexi.on, its 
circulation is water-colored,. and not warm, vivifying 

blood. ,Such a speaker does not animate his subject 
with the power of self-impulsion, but laboriously drags 
it after him, as one would a steamless locomotive. He 

has not those powerful touches of deep feeling which 
act like a talisman upon the sympathies of an audience 
all aroused. He lacks the inspiration of true oratorica.l 
genius, that earnestness and sincerity which often 
advantageously supply the place of copious erudition 
and elaborate finish. 

Many speakers remind us of the ApoUQ Belvidere 
seea ina wintry tIlorni'ng, glittering all over with frost; 
i~js:a fine -form, symmetrical as possible. and as cold. 
When a man withdraws himself frqm the direct agency 
of human affections, and lives in abstract inteneet alone, 
he may be an adroit· machinist in working out astute 
prQPositions,.,.b:tlt he can never exert a wide, and effi
cient control'OVer,-the popularulind. His 'is n@t ~t 
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"Eloquence, that charms and burns, 
Startles, soothes, and wins, by turns." 

279 

He only is a true orator who has the power of 
commanding intellects and hearts with simultaneous 
infiuence·,on both; drawing them with the irresistible 
magic of sympathy-penetrating them with deep emo
tion and lofty thought. Such an orator unites in 
himself all the blandishments of art, all the force of 
feeling, and all the dignity of wisdom. The spirit of 
eloquence is not limited to any particular form, but 
adapts itself to every variety of time, class, and occasion, 
'Vith logicians, it argues; with mathematicians, it 
demonstrates; with philosophers, it teaches; with poets, 
it chants; with the mass of the "people, it talks in 
language and sentiments graduated to the capacities 

and tastes of each. It can conceal !he sternest truth 
under the veil of graceful allegory, or cause the repulsive 
skeletons of bony dialectics to assume the graceful form 
and hues of poetic life. . Under all circumstances, the 
spirit we speak of is full of energetic vitality and is 
bodied forth in "action, utterance, and the power of 

speech, to mo:ve men's minds." 
.The above :remarks would indicate the importance of 

uniting strong emotions to strong arguments. Mr. Lee 
was skillful in stating the terms of a question, and was 
often lucid in the exposition of facts, but his manner of 
address was not of:~hat resistless order which makes the 
speaker and. his spfiecl:,l to be forgotten in the subject. 
His fluency 6flanguag.e was almost preternatur,al; its 
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perpetual flow Was like a river, 3i~ld like Pactolus, its 
current was often enriched with glittering gold.' He 
was not. wanting in elegance, but perhaps he lacked 
force. He was a great and useftll patriot, but not of the 
trr<l'st exalted l~ank in the forum, '\:I,rho speak in tones 
of power, as cataracts "blow their trumpetS"' from the 
sreEts." 

:8Ioqu-ence is not something to he~· rut OIT from with
out, but to be put out from within. It is manliness and 
not mannerism that makes the O1'a10r. lVIanner is 
something artificial, eloquence is 1ratnral, the external 
manifestation of the inmost soul. '~Then one feels deep
ly he will be felt; the popular mind ,,,ill recognize and 
re\fere him as qU1-ck as flesh feels rn-e. "The faculties 
of the orator are judgmenf and imagination: and reason 
and eloquen-ce, the product of these fa!eulties, must work 
on the judgment ~~nd feelings of his audie"nce for the at
tainment of his -end. The speaker who addresses tne 
judgmerl't alone, ·may be argumentative, -but never can 
be eloquent; for argument instructs Vlrithout in~resting, 
and eloquetlCe interests without convincing; but ora
tory is·heither; it is the compound ()f both; it eonjoins 
~he feelings and, opinions of men; it speaks to the pas
s-~[.s.1tII~h tl\~ illirrd, a.nd to the mind, throug'h the 
passions; and leads its audience to its -just purpose by 
the ~bI1'i~a and poweTful agency of human reason 
and hUrinmfeeling.'" 

It has been elegantly r-emarked tljt&~""ll good style is 
liKe the crystal of a wat-ch, attract1iPgatrention, not to 
itself, but to 'what is ben~ath it."- Refined sensibility 
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detracts nothing frort\ the utility of rugged strength, but 
rather augments its worth;- as Apollo found a rough 

. shell on the sea-shore, and with a delicate fibre formed 
it into a lyre. l-ndeed, \ye know that it was the practice 
of some of the eloquent Romans, and of all Athenian 
speakers, to learn from dramatists and musicians to im
part graceful ease to their delivery, and modulation to 
their periods. 

" Thus was beauty sent from Heaven; 

The lovely ministress of truth and good 
III thifl dark world; for truth and good are one, 

And beauty dwells in them and they in her, 
'With like participation; wherefore then, 

o sons of earth! would ye dissolve the tie 1" 

Th~ triumphs of true eloquence, the most august 
maniifestations of power on earth, are never seen 
except when the orator comes forth in the simple 
majesty of truth, overpowered with the weight or" his 
convictions, and the momentous import of his theme. 
Under such circumstances neither speaker nor hearer 
is much oceupied with polish and prettiness; the 
grand question is, what is to be said, and how shall 
it be most forcibly expressed. There will be a back~ 
ground of skillful arrangement, coloring and decora
tion; but that which is brought ihto boldest relief, ... 
and Illade to absorb the profoundest attention, is the 
matter at issue. Entering with whole heart and soul 
into the subject of his discourse, the speaker transports 
with his pathos, fascinates with the pictures of his i~: 
agination, melts masses of listeners with gushes of ten-

.~ 
I 
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derness; and moves all before hin:i;~~~the ·.'trri'p~tuous and· 
1.," ": 

resistless tide of his arguments. :" . 
. "Now with a !!:iant's mig1lt 

He heaves the ponderolls thought, 
Now pours the storm of eloquence 

With scathing lightning fraught.'! 
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CHAPTER XI. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 

, THE l\JASTER OF POLITICAL AAGACITY. 

PATRIOTS of exalted worth appeared in the Colonial 
period of our history, and signalized their respective 
merits in achieving enterprises of comprehensive and 
enduring utility. Their successors of Revolutionary 
renown were no less dignified in talent and untarnished 
in "\"orth. Looking at the era of the formation and 
adoption of the Constitution of these United States, and 
the civil administration of vVashington, next to the 
great President himself no name shines fairer than that 
of Alexander Ham ilton. He was born January 11th, 
1757, in the island of Nevis the most beautiful of the 
British \Vest Indies. His father was a 'Scotchman, his 
mother a French lady, descended from that noble race, 
the Huguenots. This happy blending of contrasted 
elements in 'the original source of his blood and char
actet, solidity and enthusiasm, sagacity to project 
tReoties and facility in their execution, will be exem
plified in all his subse<1;uent career. The father was a 
r11erchant, but his business was disastrous, and he died 
inpemi~y at St. Vincents. The mother possessed 

•• ! 



284 ORATORS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

elegant manners and a strong intellect, which made a 
vivid impression on her son, though she, too, died when 
he was but a child. 

Like most men who are destined to become truly 
great, young Hamilton was early left to buffet adverse 
storms and in the midst of difficulties to be the archi
tect of his own fortunes. By the favor of some persons 
related to his mother, the otherwise unprotected child 
was taken to Santa Cruz, where he received the rudi
ments of early education. He soon learned to speak 
and write the French language fluently, and was taught 
to repeat the Decalogue in Hebrew, at the school of a 
Jewess" when so small that he was placed standing by 
her side on a table. But his education at this period 
was conducted chiefly under the supervision of the 
Rev. Dr. Knox, a distinguished Presbyterian 9lergyrnan, 
who gave to the mind of his aspiring pupil a religious 
bias as . lasting as his life. In 1769, he was placed as a 
clerk in the counting-house of Mr. Nicholas Cruger, a 
wealthy and highly respectable merchant of Santa Cruz. 
By his skill and assiduity as a clerk, young Hamilton 
soon won the attention and confidence of his patron, 
and at the same time betrayed in his favorite studies 
and private correspondence an ambition that soared far 
above his mercantile pursuits. Before he was thirteen 

. years old, he wrote as follows to a young friend at 
school: 

" I contemn the grovelling condition of a clerk, to' 
which my fortune condemns me, and would willingly 
risk my life, though not my character, to exalt my 

,station: I mean, to prepare the way for futurity." 
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Herein gleams the true fire of a noble youth, love of 
fame and the strongest attachment to untarnished 
intearitv, [Tuarantees of splendid succcess, which in this 

;:, ~ 0 

instance were never disproved by facts. 
While in Mr. Cruger's office, the predestined states

man appropriated every hour he could command from 
recreation and repose, to mathematics, ethic:", chemistry, 

biography, history, and knowledge of eve.ry kind. Som.e 
of his youthful compositions were publIshed, and theIr 
promise was so extraordinary that his relatives and 
friends resolved to send him to New York for the 
purpose of maturing his education. He arrived in this 
country in October, 1772, and was placed at a grammar 
school" in New Jersey, under the instruction of Francis 
Barber, of Elizabethtown, who afterward became a 
distinguished officer in the American service. At the 
close of 1773, Hamilton entered King's (now Columbia) 
College, where he soon "gave extraordinary displays 

of genius and energy of mind." 
In colleae Hamilton never relaxed the severe appli-

;:, . 

cation to study which his natural tastes and glowing 
ambition requi;ed; nor was he unmindful of the storm 
gathering beyond the quiet cloisters wherein he prosecu
ted scientific research and classic lore with hallowed 
delight. His penetrating mind, versatile pen, and power
fulliving tones were from the first employed in defending 
colonial opposition to the acts of the British Parliament. 
In December, 1774, and FebrMary, 1775, he wrote 
anonymously several elaborate pamphlets in favor 
of the pacific measures of defence recommended by 

Congress. 
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He suggested at that early day the policy of giving 
encouragement to domestic manufactures, as a sure 
means of !lessening the need of external commerce. He 
anticipated ample resources at home, and among other 
things, observed that several of the southern colonies 
were so favorable in their soil and climate to the growth 
of cotton, that such a staple ~lone, with due cultivation, 
in a year or two v>'ould afford products sufficient to 
clothe the whole continent. He insisted upon our 
unalienable right to the steady, uniform, unshaken 
secUl'ity of constitutional freedom; to the enjoyment 
of trial by jury; and to the right of freedom from 
taxation, except by our own immediate representatives, 
and that colonial legislation was an inherent right, 
never to be abandoned or impaired. 

In this pamphlet controversy, young Hamilton en
countered Doctor Cooper, principal of the college, and 
many of the most distinguished tories of the land. 
When the authorship of the youthful champion was 
proclaimed, all classes .vere astonished to learn such 
p:t:9found principles and wise policy from so young an 
o~~c]e. By his extraordinary writings and patriotic 
influence he .early deserved and received the appella
tion of the "Vindicator of Congress." 

The c6untry was at length compelled to plunge into 
war, and the struggle for emancipation from British 
domination had already commenced. The letter that 
announced the battle~of Lexington to the New-Yorkers, 
concluded with these words: "The crimson fountain 
has opened, and God only knows when it will be closed." 

Young Hamilton organized a military corps, mostly 
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of fellow students, who practised their daily drill early 
in the morning, before the commencement of their col
lege studies. They assumed the name of" Hearts of 
Oak," and wore a green uniform, surmounted by a 
leathem cap, on 'which was inscribed "Freedom or 
Death." Early and late our young hero was busy, not 
only in promoting measures of resistance, but in master
ing the science of political economy, the laws of com
merce, the balance of trade, and the circulatina medium' 

~ , 
so that when these topics became prominent matters of 
speculation, in the light of ne,v organizations for the 
general good, no one was more prompt and lucid in his 
demonstrations than Hamilton. 

In March, 1776, he .abandoned academic retirement, 
and entered the army as captain of a provincial com
panyof artillery. In this capacity he brought up the 
rear of the army in the retreat from Long Isl[wd. He 
was in the action at White Plains, on the 28th of Octo
ber, 1776; and with his company of artillery was firm 
and heroical in the retreat through New Jersey, on 
which occasion he repelled the progress of the British 
trGOps on the banks of the Raritan. He fouaht at the 

~ 

head of his brave company at Trenton and Princeton, 
and continued in the same command until the first of 
March, 1777, when, having attracted the admiration of 
Washington, he was appointed his aid-de-camp, with 
the rank of colonel. From this time, he continued until 
February, 1781, the i'nseparable companion of the Com
mander-in-chief, and was always consulted by him, and 
by all the leading public functionaries, on the most im
portant occasions~ He acted as his first aid at the b3.t-
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tles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth; and 
at his own request, at the siege of Yorktown, he led the 
detac:hment which carried by assault one of the strongest 
outworks of the foe. 

Many fine qualities were combined in Hamilton to 

rend.er him useful to all, and especially to make him, in 
the service of \Vashington, what that great man de
clared. he was, "his principal and most confidential aid." 

His accurate and comprehensive knowkdge of military 
science, placed him in the first rank of tacticians; his 

courteous manners rendered his general intercourse 
with the army a delight to all; his familiarity with the 

French language won the especial attachment of all the 
French division of our army, making him the constant 

favorite in particular of the Marquis Lafayette and the 
Baron Steuben. 

Never, perhaps, in the history of nations was a youth 

of twenty called to such precious honors and responsi
bilities as those which Hamilton, at that early age, was 
called to assume as the private secretary and confiden

tial friend of Washington. On none did the arm of that 
great man more habitually lean for support than on this 

,erudite and patriotic youth. and by no other earthly 
power was he more fortified than by him. It is in vain 

that we look through the gallery of universal history to 
find a fit companion to this pieture of early wisdom and 
unblemished honor, standing forth as the palladiufh "of 

national safety in the days of greatest peril. W edo not 
mean that he stood alone, but only that he was unex
celled. Among the many willing and devoted hearts of 

tllai heroic age, in "the camp and· in the cabinet, patridts 
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\yhom danger and suffering could not app:lIJ, nor treason 
or despair cii \'ert from their high en terprise, the fame of 
no Olle i.s brighter, and the patl1 of none more exalted arid 
pure, than that traced by Hamilton. This position we 

'will attempt to substantiate by hastily revie\~'ing"first his 
merils as an orator, and secondly as a stateslnan. 

Hamilton's first political speech to a popular assembly 
\vas delivered at " the ureat meetin rr in the fiPjcJ " " as l't 

Cl u ...... 1..--" c 

,vas called, and \yas occasioned by a call to choose dele-
gates to the first Congress. At that time he was a stu

dent in King's College, and was every way exceedingly 
juvenile in appearance. Being unexpectedly called 
upon, his effort ,vas unpremeditated, and at firs"t he fal
tered and hesitated, overa\ved by the 'impressive scene 

before him; but his youthful countenance, his slender 

form and novel aspect awakened curiosity and excited 
universal attention. An immense multitude were as
tonished and electrified by "the inf:tn t orator," as they 

called him. After adiscussion, clear, forcible, and strik
ing, of the great principles involved, he depicted in 
glmving colors the long continued and constantly aggra

vated oppressions of the mother-country. Touching 
this point he burst forth in a strain of bold and thrilling 
eloquence. 

"The sacred rights of mankind," were his words, 

" are not to be rummaged for among old parchments or 
musty records; they are written as with a sunbeam in 
the whole volume of human nature, by the hand of Di

vinity itself, and can never be erased or obscured by 
mortal power." 

He insisted o~ the duty of resistance, pointed out the 

l~ 
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means and certainty of success, and described the waves 
of rebellion f;p::lrkling with fire, and vvashing back on 
the shores of England the ,\,\'recks of her power, her 
wealth, and her glory. Under this spontaneous burst 
of mature eloquence from lips so youthful, the vast mul
titude first sank in a'ive and surprise, and then rose with 
irrepressible astonishment: 

"Down sank 
Instant all tumult, broke abruptly off 

Fierce voice antI clash of arms: so mute and deep 
Settled the .. ilence, the lo\v sound was heard 
Of distant ·waterfall, and the acorn drop 
From the green arch above." 

The death-like silence ceased as he closed, and re
peated huzzas resounded to the heavens. 

Soon after this memorable event, young Hamilton 
entered upon that military career which we have already 
sketched down to the close of the Revolutionary con. 
flict. But the better qualities of his head and heart 
were developed more especially in powerful speech, 
during those five years of sorrow, and almost despair, 
which succeeded, beginning with the close of the mar. 
tial contest in 1782, and extending to the adoption of 
the Constitution in 1787. This period of our history is, 
perhaps, least attractive to the general reader, but one 
which in fact is most worthy of being explored . 
.During these five years, Hamilton was a prominent 
advocate for wise freedom in the four deliberative 
bodies which most powerfully determined the future 
destinies of the country. These were the Congress of 
the -Confederation, in< 1782 and 1783, which closed the 
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\va1' and ratified the definitive treaty; the Convention 
at Annapolis, in 178(j, that laid the foundation of the 
General Convention adopting the Constitution; the 
Lerrislature of the State of Xe,v York in January, 1787, 

b . 

in which the battle of State rights ,vas fought agamst 
the definith-e treaty; and lastly, the General Conven
tion \vhich met in Philadelphia, in May of the same 
year, and by ,vhich the Federal Constitution was con
structed and adopted. In each of these great and 
important bodies he appeared as an iniluential leader, 
always relied on as among4he most safe, and universnlly 
esteemed for the clearness and force \vith vvhich he 
orirrinated and sustained brrreat measures of national ·0 

policy. 
In December, 1780, Hamilton married the second 

daughter of Major General Schuyler, and in the Feb
ruary follo'\ving, he retired from the family of General 
Wa;hington, to become more completely absorbed 
in fore;sic toil. He took his seat in Congress in 
November, 1782, and continued there until the autumn 
of 1783. The legislators of that body had many diffi
cult and exhausting duties to perform. Army discon
tents were to be appeased; complicated claims. to be 
settled; and if possible, the half-pay of innumerable 
patriots to be obtained. Hamilton renounced his own 
demands, accruing from long martial service, that he 
might freely plead the cause of his brethren in arms. 
On the 6th of December, 1782, he moved and carried 
an important resolution on national finance; the begin
ning of his invaluable labors in behalf of an improved 
revenue; the sinking fund and assumption of the State 
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debts; a currency weIl defined and the establishmenf 
of a national coinaD"c, 

'~J 

Immediately after Hamilton entered Congress all its 
proceedings assurned a more vigorous tone and exalted 

character, Grievances Vi'ere redressed, and e:ffeetive 
measures of general interest were pi<omp;tly passed, 

His report in answer 1:q Rhode Isla,nd, and many other 

documents and speeches in behalf of ~'lL more solid and 

effective union, ga've a new and. m(lre cheering aspect 

to the whole face of public affairs.. His infl.uence in 

guiding the tenns of peace Wflls very grE'.at, and especially 
was he efficient in rendering the fruits of peace in the 
highest degr'ee profitable: to all el'asses of his countrymen. 

In the brief Convention at AnruqJoli's, Hamilton fhr
nished the original draught of the report which was 

adopted and sent to the four States tberein represented, 
namely, Virginia, Delaware, I>ennsyhTania, and New 
York. 

I'll the New York Legislature of 17E!7, among other 
measures, ""ve are told the foHowing are due to him: 

The Bankrupt Act and amendment of its criminal 
code; the establishment of the State U11iversityand its 
genera.l system of public instruction, then a novel 

scheme;. and above all, his influence was pre-eminent 

in carrying into effect the provisions of the definitive 
treaty, in opposition to the dominant party, to many 

existing State laws, and to strong' pop~lar feeIin~ 
against it. . 

In the Convention of 1787, hi:s Iabol's were undou.bt. 
edlythe most imporrtant of all: to these we-shall revert 

when we come to consider their au.tho-r's statesmanship. 
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It is believed that Hamilton's eloquence consisted in 

a happy combination of a high :o;cnse of hOfJ01:, ~l. clear 
but enerr;!etic understanding, and an acute senslhll1ty, 

In the ~first place, he possessed a high sense 0: hon~r, 
which fortified all his powers, and crowned h:~n ,;nth 

the majesty of a great and useful or~tor. V,i e . m.ay 
apply to this master mind what Pope SUld of the dlstm

guished English statesman: 

"Anryle. the Stale's whole thunder born to wield, 

And' bh:lke alike the senate aIHI the field." 

• L f FI ·It· -'pe' j-ilw of his father's The blOgrapIlcr 0 amI on, S d '- c-: 

powers as displayed in the Congress ot 17~2, lame~ts, 

. (n '''l't'h tlw whole country. that so httle remams In eomm) .,: _ • ~ 

to perpetuate the memory of it. 
"Of the distinctive features," says he, "of that com

. ·(ll·nCT and ",inninIT eloquence, the "vonder and man b <::> • f 
deliaht of friend and foe, but of wh~ch 110 per ect 

'... d I' t' 'II not now be reports are preserved, a . e mea lOn ,\ I , 

tl• .. pted It suffices here to obsen-e how deeply IllS a .em .. , f h' 
modes of thinking ilnparted to the proceedings 0 t IS 

body a new tone and character. And those ,,,:ho re-
"]'. 'In the"e pafJ'es the sentiments with WhlCh he mar,- " b , 

refll'arded the demands of the army, how sO,lemn lns 
re;pect for the requirements of justice, how Incessant 

and undespairing his efforts to fulfil them, can best 

image 'to themselves with what livin~ t~uches a~d 

thrilling appeals be called up before tlus Sen~tethelr 
accumulated ",ronO's, and with what deep emotIOns and 

almost holy zeal he urged, he enforced, he implored, 

~;, I 
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ivith all the ardor of his bold and generolls nature, an 

honest fulfilment of the obligations to public flith." 

But a clear and energetic understanding, vivified and 

ennobled by acute sensibility, "vere traits equally promi
nent in the constitution of Hamilton's mind. His 

heart was as generous as his wiII "vas resolute. He 
seems to have ever been the object of passionate admira
tion to those who knew him best. A senior officer in 
"Tashington's staff conferred on him the epithet of 
" '1'1 L'tt] ]'." l' 1 1e l·.e ..... lOn, . a term 0 em earmenlt by \,Thich he 

,vas familiarly knovyn am~ng his bosorn friends to the 
close of his life. 

"Hamilton's great characteristics," says his son, 
"were firmness and gentleness. His spirit was as bold 
as it was sympathizing. lIe hated oppression in ali its 
forms, and resisted it in every shape. Governed by the 

highest principles, vvith jhem his lofty nature would ad

mit no compromise; for he 'was accustomed to view 

infractions of them on all their remote consequences ... 
Hence his denunciations of tyml'my were universal and 

unsparing." It was this" lion-like" fearlessness of heart 

that infused into the whole of .Hamilton's public life that 
chiv~alric tone which so prominently marked it. Whether 

at the oar, in the cabinet, or on the field, he was still the 

generous foe and the peerless knight; "sans peur et sans 

reproclte." Wherever wrong was to be redressed, or 
rights vindicated, Hamilton stood foremost. Wherever 

the sti<::>ng arm was needed, or the gallant heart, or the 
eloquent tongue, to smite down the oppressor, or to raise 
up the fallen, the first name invoked by the sufferer was 

that 1'[ Hamilton. It is one of the pieasing character-

ALEX,\XDE.rr ILAMILTON. 295 

istic ineiidents recorded by his son of his prufessional 

c~~"eer, that his yelT first appearance as ail ad"ocate 
was in defence of one in name a fix', "ho, ha"ing been 

through the war an adherent to the enemy, had fallen 

under the hated proscription of the: State ;u,plf. The 

trial, too, \I'US held under circumstances sufiicient to have 
daunted a I~ss determined mind, irre~:pective of the inex

perience of the pleader;. "while the strife of the fierce con
test ':I;as: recent," are the words of his son, " m the midst 

of a dilapidated and yet disordered city, where ull around 
,,,ere beheld the ravnges of the in Y:leler, in a hall of jus
tiee deseerated and marred by tbe e:.;:cessc~] of its late 

O(~cupan1:s, a licentious soldiery. On one s:cL:) was the 

attorney-general of the State, armed with all its authority 
to sustain its ]aYl'S, representing the passions of an in

flamed community. On tlie other stood Ham
ilton, resting on the justice of this mighty cause, the 
D"ood faith of the nation. The result was honorable 
oJ 

alike to tlhe court and the ad\70cate. It was the triumph 
of right. over usurpation." But such triumphs were 

often enjoyed in after life by this noble, dauntless, and 

eloquent pleader. His son just glances at a celebrated 
instance, ,vhen, in giving the touching history of his 

father's return to the city of New York, after its evacua-. ~ 

tion by the enemy, he says: "Cordial were the greet

ings of this grateful city as it welcomed in its once 

"stranger boy" the now powerful advocate of mercy to 
its apprehensive denizens, hastening to shield them from 
persecution for the venal offence of mistaken policy." 

Thus, in the powerful eloquence of their strong foe, the 

vanquished found a. panoply to protect, where they 
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dreaded a destroying sllvord. It is added, that on bis 
return from the seat of the legislature, whither he had 
hastened to defeat an unjust bill that vvould have brought 
ruin on the defenceless tories, he sternly refused from 
them a purse of some thousand dollars, made up for him 
in .his absence by his grateful but unknown ?lients; re·· 
fused it with the magnanimous reply, that" the cause of 
national honor was not to be paid for." It wa~ this 
happy union of largeness and loftiness of soul that made 
Hamilton the model-advocate of his own and of every 
age. 

One who wrote on the character of this renowned 
stateEanan lawyer says: "He ,vas a great favorite with 
the New York merchant~; and he justly deserved to be 
so, for he had uniformly proved himself to be an enlight .. 
ened, 'intrepid and persevering friend to the commercial 
prosperity of the country. He was a great master of 
commercial law, as weil as of the principles of interna
tiona.l jurisprudence: There were no deep recesses of the 
science \'\-'hich he did not explore. He would occasion
ally draw from the fountains of the civil law, and illus
trate a.nd enforce the enlightened decisions of Mansfield 

, by the severe judgment of Emerigon and the lucid com
mentaries of Valin. In short, he conferred dignity and 
high'reputation upon the profession, of which he was in
disputably' the''' first of the first rank, by his indefatigable 
industry, his thorough researches,·h'is logical powers, his 
solid jttdgment;'his winning candor, and his matchless 
eloquence." 

Coionel Hamilton was as forcible in speech' as he was 

su15stantial. His arguments were like artillery of heavy 
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calibre, plaDted on a commanding position, and wor~\:ed 
'with an aaiJitv that captures or destroys every pOlllt. 
His pundeI~us~ metal, put into nimble and fatal execu

tion, reminds one of Schiller's description: 

" Straight forth goes 

The lightning's llllth, anJ straight the fearful path 
Of the cannon-ball. Direct it flies, ani! rapii! 
Shattering that it may reach, ani! shattering what it reaches." 

The momentum of his thought was as great as its 
maunitude and value, all of which traits in him were 
seldom or never excelled. The severe grandeur with 
'which he sketched the outline of his subject, and the 
elaborate beauty with which be wrought out its perfect 
execution, remind one of the rule which Tintoretto 
adopted: "I follow Michael Angelo for my design.s, an.d 
Titian for mv coloring." vVhen impetuous feelmg 1S 

the concomit~nt of lucid and legitimate argument, the 

passion of eloquence becorbes contagiou~ ~n ~ts ~os
sessor, and is irresistible in its power of iascmatlOn. 
Hamilton's imagination" was strengthened by discipline 
and fed with truth; the ardor of his heart melted his 
towering upderstanding into streams of inexhaustible 
richness and perennial flow; so that his limpid and irre
sistible thought was poured forth like some majestic 
river, whose' current, deep, vast and waveless, rolls past 

us silently, but will roll for ever." . 
Let us, in the second place, glance more partIcularly 

at the character of Hamilton, considered as a statesman. 
We have referred to the early period when he, then a 
stripling youth of seventeen, went forth to battle and 

13* 
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spoke with so much success in the great meeting held 
where now stands the Park in Nmv York. It ,;vas at the 
same period that he sent torth his first recorded appeals 
through the press, calling to union and painting to glory 
"through," to usc his own ,vords, "the steady, uniiorm, 
unshaken security of constitutional freedom.;" adding, 
with that noble enthusiasm ,>vhich ,>vas his habitual in. 

spiration and chief re\vard, "I would die to preserve tIle 

laws upon a solid foundation; but take away liberty, 
and the foundation is destroyed." 

It .vould bB difficult to over-estimate the value of 
Hamilton's services during the long period he acted as 
first aid and confidential secretary to the Cornmander-in_ 
chief of the American army. The principal portions of 
the voluminous correspondence fell on him, and the most 

elaborate communications are understood to have been 
made essentially by his assistance. "The pen of our 

country," says Troup, was held by Hamilton; and Jar 

dignity of manner? pith of matter and elegance of style, 

General -VVashington's letters are unrivalled in military 
annals." The public documents drawn up by this 
secretary and by his associates richly deserve the enco
mium pronounced on them by Lord Chatham, in the 
House of Lords: "vVhen you consider their decency, 
firmness and wisdom," said he, "you cunnot but respect 
their calise, and wish to make it your own. For my
self, I must declare and avow, that in all mv readil1O' 

,., b' 
and it has been my favorite pursuit, that for solidity of 
reasoning, force of sagacity and wisdom of conclusion, 
underall the circumstanges, no nation or body of men 

). 
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can stand in preference to the general Congress at Phil
~)dplnhia." 

.-\,~ e baye quoted the \yords of one who called Hamil

ton the pen of the llcyolution. Others, with perhaps 
still better reasons, haye termed him the TIIIl\'KEU. of that 
momentous period; and, 35 such, the prophetical patriot 

1xho was at)Ov~ and beyond his age. It is certain that 

he projected many plans which seemed to his cotempo
rarie!~ irnpossible at first, but vi:hich were afterwards 
demonstrated to be not only bold and majestic, but emi
nentlv sound and practical. His mo:,t difficult labors 
,~,'ere·' attempted and gloriously performed during the 

gloorlrlY period \vhich extended from 1782 to 1787. 

"\Vhatever," sal's Hamilton, "might be the future re
sources of this ~tation, whatever were the c[~pacities of 

the people, America no\v presented an unrelieved picture 
of anarchy and disunion. Her public engagements had 

nearly all been violated, her private resources appeared 
either to be exhausted, or could not be called into ac
tion; and ,'vhile the individual States were pursuing 

mea:tiures of mutual hostility and detriment, the confed
eration was powerless over their laws, powerless over 
public opinion." Nor was this the worst: "The gene
ral relaxation of morals, an usual and most lamentable 
concomitant of war, was attended with a prevailing 
disregard of, and disposition to question, the decisions 

of th:~ courts. In the political speculations to which the 
Revolution had given rise, the sovereignty of the popu
lar will, which was recognized as the basis of every 
proceeding, was pushed to its utmost extremes in its 
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application; and wherever the operation of the laws 
bore hard in the then. unsettled relations of societv, to 
recur to elementary principles of government, and re
solve every rule by its apparent adaptation to individual 
convenience, \vas the prevailing tendency of public 
opinion." 

T.his gr~at statesman felt the weakness of t"he existing 
coniederatlOn, and saw how the national resources were 
either utterly confused or exhausted. Rut, to use the 
language of the historian of that period, " a new world is 
seen rising into view; a world of hope; and as the 
great lights that shine upon its morning path appear, 

1h~ grateful inqui!y is: "Whose were those superior 

mllld~ that, amid the darkness of a chaotic confederacy, 
combmed the elements of social order, and fonned them 
into a vast majestic empire?" 

Let us seek for a suitable response to that question in 
the consideration of several facts. 

When the enormous issues of paper-currency had in
volved the finances of the United States to the amount of 
two hundred millions of dollars, and both the govern

ment and army were plunged into the greatest distress 
Ha.milton set about discovering the best means of relie/ 
ThIS was not to him an en tirely new field of research, 
and he explored most profoundly the complicated mat
ters of finance, currency and taxation; studies -which 
soon invested him with the immortal honor of bein 
"the founder of. the public credit of the United States.~ 
!n 1779 he addressed a letter to Robert Morris, detail
mg a plan. which he had projected for the restoration of 
a depreciated currency, credit and confidence. About 

r' 
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a year later he addressed a letter to Mr. Duane, a mem
ber of Congress from New Yorl{, on the f'tate of tbe 

nation. "rJ'his letter appears at this day,' says one, 
"~~'ith all the lights and fruits of our experience, as mas

terlv in a pre-eminent degree. He went on to show the 

der;cts and total inelffieiency of the articles of confedera
tion, and to prove that "we stood in need of a national 

government, \vith tbe requisite sovereign po\Ve~s; such, 
indeed, as the confederation theoretically contall1ed, but 
without any fit organs to receive them. lIe suggested 
the idea of: a nati~nal convention to amen(l and 1'e-or
ganize the (l·overnrnent. This ,vas undoubtedly the 
;blest and t~~lest produ.ction on the state of the Union, 
its finances, its army, its miseries, its resources, and its 
remedies, that appeared during the Re\-olution. It con
tained in embryo the existing federal COl1sti tu tion, and 
it "'as "the production of a young man of the age of 
twenty-three." In the \vinter of 1781-2, this indefati
gable patriot continued his discussion of the same en
grossing theme through a series of anonymous essays 
puhlished in the country papers of New York. In 
brief, it \vas his pen that traced so early and so pro

foundly, with outlines the most clear and (~istinct, the 
stupendous chart of empire then just openll1~ on the 
startled gaze of emancipated but feeble colo111st~. To 
answer the question propounded aboye, we wIll ask 
sever:3.1 tnore. From whose eloquent lips came so often 
~he thrilling cry of "union" and a " solid confederation ?" 
-who wrote the" Continentalist ?"-who named the 
" Federalist ?"-who was then stigmatized as the 
"Unionist?"-what mind roused the whole country to 

"I'. 
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reflection in the burning 'yords of Phocion and Pub]ius ? 
-1.'vho iought its battles" through good report :tnd e\'il 

report, elTen from the very hour that thenrst blow \vas 

struck in the Colonial contest? These questions ha~e 
been asked before, and may be answered, once i()f aU
HAMfLTON! 

But after all that may be justly said in praise of tIllS 

patriot as a popUlar orator, heroica! soldier and polished 

writer, the most SUbstantial service conferred on the 

country by his diversified and transcendent talents \vas 

performed b;y him in the character already referred to 

as the national finaocier. As Secretary of the 'rreasul)' 
he Was the creative spirit that ruled the tempest a"d 
reduced chaos to form: 

"Confu,sioll beard his voice, and wild uproar 
StOod ruled," 

Being a member of President \Vashington's private 
council, he was one of the advisers of neutrality in 

April, 1793, when the proelamution Was iSSued with re. 
spect to the WQr then raging between Great Britain and 

France. This neutral poHcy Hamilton aided much by 
his ossays, un der the signatn re of " No J acohin," bythe 
elaborate productions of "Pacificus," and still mOre by 

his advice in favor of the e'peeial mission of Chief Ju;. 
tiee ,J a.y, as minister to England, in 1794. 

In reviewing the. life of Hamilton as a statesman, it 
should be remarked that he Was fully equal to the highest 
stations he OCcupied, and that he honored them all.' In 
this respect he .resembled Edmund Burke. OWing DO. 

thing at' his elevation to birth, opulence, or official rank, 

I' 

f ' 

~,..'> 
";, 

, , 
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, dventitious supports to rise . 'd '0'011<' of those :l., ,tile he reqUIrE:, ,- ,.' t' Te l')()wer, III 
" Hnd, With mstmc n , 

arid rnCH'e at eab~, ' , I' 'tv and renown; 
< " "f blic etTort, (lgm . . 
ti',:rhest r:IE:~:JOns 0 pu, , '''s natiyc to hIS ~:!IO' '- f t~ 'md senates \\ (, 
{hie atrno::;phere: 0 cour:s ( ,r ...,' that his plumage 
'., ,. .', rr 'I'here was no le,,1 , ' . maJest~, ul ,\ lIlo' . 1 t 'rn or thc sunsbll1e, 

' " '" 7 iIi eIther tie s ,01, , I I . ,yould 1(2)1,E, \~<l) . , r ' . po\Y('rs He hac lIS 
>.' " ',' < hies ot allen or J ., , 

those are the C.,l"Ud I r t still more perIlous 
' ",' , l ternjJest and tiel , , 

,,1"1'" I"" of boOth t IC . t (f so l11an \' as-
" 'L,', ',,, ,'down the VII' ,ue ) , .J 

trial whICh hUE, Inclted r l' ,ts Bu t he grew 
,. '}" [:lVo1' of Cd .lIne " 

p'iring :sp:nts 111 t JI~ • '" ,[, to his latest moment 
' : ." \·vcrful fOl gOO(, ' " l)u:~er 31nd mOlt, po '0 love the mfluence 

. " ' ore and nJm v a), " 
he eontllHlal1) ru~e m , " . " c'lc\'atcd mt.o the 

' , ' < l' ,the polItICian \\ a" '. , 
o! IJal'tv,. untt! ,It nst, " If' 'il'lt loftIer regIOn, 

" , f·: 0' hlmse 111 l L, , 

philosoph er;. and IXlO
b h 1, d rand turbu]ien t 

• , > ',1 1 I ked dCJ1i;l,m on t e ClOU • " 
horn whu" 1 Ie 00 J" ,J calmlv m tLe 

'. . he soareu UP" a1 U " , 
conteslt8 oj tIle tIme, . llendld at every WD\ e 
lilTht of +ruth" and became mOle Sf ' ::::> 

of his wiing. . I h t Ch"tham's highest enco-h · k ust v tau , 
BroJ,Jlf,)'ham t m S J.J , • to the paltrv 
' ,.' - , fact that,' Far SUpCflOl ,'. 

Hllum l'e,~:t:~ on the . . d reO'ardless ahke of 
~ . n' 0' ambItIOn, an -b 

o,bjects of a glove In
b

, , he constantly set be-
" 1 conSIderatIOns, }

)artv and persona f r ublic man, to fur-
' 01 " h' I t duty 0 a I' 

j;()]'o hllS eyes the Ig1es , In ursuing his course 
"t l' of his species. P f 

the!" the :m eres, , d d l'l'e the frowns 0 
' 1 h ~ dlsregar e a 1 ~ • 

toward that goa, ( c I pplause, exposed bIm-
h ' 1 of popu ar a , 

power and t c ga es f the court, hattled 
' " " 'd to the vengeance 0 

self undd\.mtc r: t d un appalled, the . . f ns and conlron e , . 
HO"aim:t Its COl rup to, , . " That Hamilton 
'C' '" f ublic indIgnatIOn. . 
rudest dlOclr 0, P h' nd was O'OVeI ned 

d h a course as t IS, a ' b 
actually :pursue , su: 11 k n from cotemporaneous 
by sueh plo inciples, IS we now 



8()4 
ORATORS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

history, an(~ esre~;j,ally from his own pen in the opening 
language ot the" J[1 ederalist." "An enJightened zeal," he 
o~serves,." for :-be energy and efficiency of government, 
wIll be stIgmatIzed as tbe o:£r<;pring of a temper fond of 
p~wer and hostile to the principles of liberty. The con
SCIOusness of good intentions disdains ambiguity. I 
shall not, however, multiply professions on this head. 
l\:fy motives must remain in the depository of my own 
?reast; my arguments will be open to all, and may be 
Jud~ed b! ·all. They shall at least be offered in a spirit 
whICh wIll not disgrace the cause of truth." 

But by ingeI1IWu.s and honest minds his integrity was 
never suspected. His moral \vorth was of an exalted 
character, and his varied services in behalf of his coun

try a~d th.e human :mce can never be rated too high. 
To h1m wIth the stnctest propriety may be applied what 
Thlr. Burro\ves said of Grattan: "His name silenced the 

skeptic upon the reality of genuine patriotism. To 
doubt the purity of his motives was a heresy which no 
tongue dared to utter; envy was lost in admiration, and 

even they whose crimes he scourged blended extorted 
praises with the murmurs of resentment. He covered 
o~r then ~nfledged Constitution with the ampJe wings of 
hIS talents, as the eagle Covers her young; like her he 
soared, and like her he could behold the rays, whether 
of royal favor or of royal anger, with undazzled, unin
timidated eye." 

To speak well and to write well are intellectual ac
complishm~nts ev~ry where considered of the highest 
order, and m HamIlton the combination of these rare 
excellences was strikingly exemplified. Like the re-

ALEXAl\DER llAl\lILTON. 305 

nowned Surrey, he ,,-as the most accomplished knight 
aild the most accomplished scholar of his day: 

" :iUalchless his pen, "\ iclnriOlls ,,"as his lance, 

Bold in the li"l", and graceIul in the dance." 

In the hall, the camp and the forum, Hamilton ,vas 
ahvays employed in teaching the loftiest sentiments of 
patriotism and in executing the most generous deeds. 
\Yhen a whi£!: student in colle£!:e, he secured the tory 

~ ,-

president's safety at the risk of his ovm, even while the 
stubborn object of undeserved kindness cried out to the 
mob, "Don't listen to hinl, gentlemen 1 He is crazy 1 

he is crazy!" And in all his subsequent career, we 
"find him tbus fiahtin0' the cause of reason against C u 

popular passion, of the right against the expedient, and 
that, too, with the .uniform and very natural re\vard of 
having his acts misconstrued, his motives misunderstood, 
his Im;guage misinterpreted, and himself held up, if not 
to public, at least to party odium, as a citizen v;ithout 
patriotism; an adopted but not a filial son of America; 

branded as a royalist, because he wrested from the law 
its sword of vel;geance against the tnries; as an Eng
lishman, because he would not hate the ancestral land 
a0'ainst which he was yet willing to shed his blood; as a 
:onarchist, because h~ loved not revolutionary France; 
as an enemy to the people, because he would save 
them from their own mad passions; and as a Cresar in 
ambition, because he gave up his heart to his public du
ties, and ever labored in them' as men do in that which 
they love. But popular fickleness and political. ra~cor 
never moved him from his chosen and conSCIentlOus 
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path. The motto that in the main governed his whole 
l.if(~, "vas, first, truth and honor, then the popular will." 

In 1795, at the age of thirty-eight, Hamilton resumed 
the practice of law in the 6ty of New York, where he 

continued in active professional pursuits until the close 

. of life. His personal appearance at that time is repre

sented as follows: He was under the middle size, thin in 

person, but remarkably erect and dignified in his deport

ment. His hair "vas turned back from his forehead, 
powdered, and collected in a club behind. His com

plexion was exceedingly fair, and varying from this only 

by the delicate rosiness of his cheeks. In form and tint 

his face was considered uncommonly handsome. When 

in repose, it bore a severe and thoughtful expression; 

but when engilged in conversation, it immediately as

sumed an attractive smile. His ordinary costume was 
a blue coat with bright buttons, the skirts beinrr un-

o 
usually long; he wore a '"hite waistcoat, black silk smalI-
clothes, and white silk stockings. His appearance and 

deportment accorded with the exalted distinction \vhich, 
by his stupendous public services, he had attained. His 

voice was engagingly pleasant, and his whole mien com

manded the respect due to a master-mind. His natural 
frankness inspired the most affectionate attachment; 

and his splendid talents, as is usual, elicited .the firmest 
love and the most furious hate. -

. ~.Y nature Hamilton was a moralist and metaphy_ 
sIC~an. The axioms of political sagacity and the pro

fUSIOn of pointed and perspicuous reflections which 

flowed fi:om his pen, as well as from his lips, gave 

an endurmg value to his works. His great endowments 
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f d· . l· d thOtlrrht and enerrretic ,,,ill imparted to his o ISCIP me '" ( - to·· 

hastiest composition elaborate force and the grae_e of 
perfection. He could do that by intuition and a smgle 

blov,· ,yhich ordinary ;;;tatcsmen ,yould require months to 

ponder and execute. Bold ill his pro~ositi.ons, he :vas 
inexorable in his conclusions; grant hnn hIS premIses, 

and the res:J.lt \yas ine"\'itable as fate. He did not 

fati0"ue himself \\'ith profuse skirmishes nor bewilder his 

mir0 in the labHinth of a formal exordium; but like an 

arro\v impelled- by a yigorous bow, he shot directly to 

the mark. One of the most enlightened critics of mo

dern times has pronounced a ,Yorthy eulogium on him 

as the most eminent framer, most e10quent defender, 

and soundest expositor of the American Constitution. 

"Hami1ton," says Guizot, in his late ',york on the charac

ter of \Vashington, "must be classed mnong the men 

,,-ho have best known the vital principles and the funda

mental conditions of a government; not of a govern

ment such as this, (France,) but of n government worthy 

of its mission find of its name. There is not in the 

Co'tstitutiol1 of the United States an element of order, 

of force, or of duration, which he has not powerfully 

contributed to introduce into it and caused to predomi

nate." 

Hamilton was the great master of the human heart, 

Deeply versed in its feelings and motives, he "struck by 

a vwrd, and it quivered beneath the blow; flashed the 

lightning glance of burning, thrilling, animated el~-

." and its hopes and fears were moulded to hIS quence, < , " • • • 

wish. He was the vivid impersonatIOn of polItICal 

sagacity. His imagination and practical judgment, like 
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two .~eet cou~~e.r~, ran neck-and-neck to the very goal 
of tI.lUm~h. .L~~llrtary eloquence of the highest grade 
had Its lmth \vlth liberty in the American Revolution. 
,But tbe l11:Jjority of our heroes were not adepts in lite

rature. They could conquer tyrants more skillful 1 v than 
~hey could harangue them. To this rule, however,"Ham
Ilton ,vas a distinguished exception. He was the most 

sagacio.u~ and l~borious of our Revolutionary orators. 
. He antIcIpated tIme and interrogated history with equal 
ease and ardor. He explored the archives of his Own 
land, and drew hom foreign courts the quintessence of 
their ministerial wisdom. He illuminated the councils 
where vVashington presided, and with him guarded our 
youthful nation with the eyes of a lynx and the talons 
of a vulture. 

But \ve should give especial attention to .Hamilton as 
~ writer. Through the pen he wrought more exten
sIvely on the popular mind, perhaps, than by all the 
impressiveness of his living eloquence. He ~vell un
derstood the utility of this mighty engine for weal or 
:voe. ~he ancient orators and writers, slowly transcfib_ 
mg theIr words on parchment, breathed in their little 
pipes a melody for narrow circles ; but fame gives 
modern thought the magnificent trumpet of the press, 
'~hosep~r~etual voice speaks simultaneously to de
lIghted millIOns at the remotest points. 

It is .of vast advantage to a nation that men of the 
:n~st el.evated positions in civil affairs shou1d take a part 
111 ~ts lIterature, and thus, with their pen as well as by 
theIr patronage, foster its development and perfection. 

.£schylus, .the oldest of the great tragedians of Greece, 

\ 
• t 
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was himself a soldier, and fought with herois111 in many 
of the glorious battles of his country, one of \yilich fur
nished thetherne of his most celebrated \York. Hero
dotus ,yas born onh- a few years before the (!l'C;t1 conflict 
with Xerxes; and Xenoph;n participated proillineetly in 
the remarkable military ~tChie\-ements he has commem

orated. The profonndest schobrs, acutest poets, most 
masculine heroes, the b(;5t \\Titers and most sagacious 
statesmen are always polished into enduring elegance, 
and fortified Iyith the best strengt.h amid the stern 
realities of life. 

Such was Alexander Hamilton. He was the indefa
tio-able soldier of the press, the pen and the army; in 

<::) 

in each field he carried a sword "vhich, like the one 
borne by the angel at the gate of Paradifo1c, flashed its 
guardian care on every hand. In martial afi~lirs he was 
an adept, in literary excellence he was unexcelled, and 
in political discernment he was universally acknowledged 
to be superior among the great. vVe read his writings 
,,,ith e\~er-jncreasing zest, fascinated by the seductive 
charms of his style, and imp81led by the opening ~plen
dors of his far-~'eaching and comprehensive thoughts. 
They accumulate witb a beautiful symmetry, anel ema
nate' legitimately from his theme. They expand and 
o-row, as an acorn rises into an oak, of which all the 
branches shoot out of the same trunk, nourished in every 
part by the same sap, and form a perfect unit, amid all 
the diversified tints of the foliage and the infinite cum
plexityof the boughs. "That writer would deserve the 
fame of a public benefactor," said Fisher Ames, "who 
could exhibit die character of Hamilton with the truth 

.; 

1 
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and force that all who intimately knew him conceived 
it; his example "V auld then take the same ascpndant"as 

his talon ts. The portrai t alone, however .exquisitely 
finished, could not inspire genius ·where it is not; but if 
the world should again have possession of so rare a gift, < 

it might awaken it. where it sleeps, as by a spark from 

heaven's own altar; for surely if there is any thing like 
divinity in man it is in his admiration for virtue. 

"The country deeply laments when it turns its eyes 
back and sees what Hamilton was; but my soul stiffens 
with despair," continu.es Ames, "when I think what 

Hamilton would have been. It is not as Apollo, enchant
ing the shepherds with his lyre, that Ive deplore him; it 
is as Hercules, treacherously slain in the midst of his 
unfinished labors, leaving the world overrun with 
monsters." 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the unrighteous and 

fatal event which robbed Hamilton of life-the duel 
with Aaron Burr at Hoboken, when. 

"A Falcon, tow'ring in his pride of place, 

""Vas by a moirsing owl hawk'd at and kil!'d !', 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FISHER AMES, 

ORATOR OF GE~IUS AXD ELAB OUA TE BEAUTY. 

IN the progress of our national gro\yth, there have 
been emergencies ,vhich demanded and received the 
patriotic support of extraordinary men: Of this charac
ter ,vas the Colonial period, signalized by the eloquence 
and self-sacrifice of Otis, Quincy, Hemy, Lee, and 
Samuel Adams. The era of the Declaration and vVar 
of Independence ,vas one which derpanded wisdom in 
council· as well as valor in fight. It was then that such 
heroes as vVashington, \Varren, Hancock, and John 
Adams, appeared, and conducted the ship of State through 
terrific storms. 

But of not less importance and difficulty was that 
portion of our history which dates from the peace of 
1783, and immediately succeeds it. The independence 
of the United States was happily confirmed, but the dif
ficulties which attended this conquest were far from 
being at an end. The new government went into ope
ratioIl under the pressure of an enormous debt: and ,vith
outei!her a revenue; or the power of raising one. A 
long~arhad destroyed commerce, ,and fearfully con-

I 

I 
I 
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tracted the ordinary sources of national sustenance. 
The late army was unpaid, conflicts vi"ith the Indian.s 
still raged, civil dissensions distracted the borders of the 
country, and foreign politics exerted a threatening influ
ence all over the land. It was a crisis which demanded 
talents unlike, and, in their way, superior to any that 
had ever before appeared. It was a period for ever mem-
0rable as having given employment and fame to those 
kindred spirits of masterly endowments, Alexander 
Hamilton and Fisher Ames. 

In sketching the personal history of Mr. Ames, we 
shall rely mainly for facts on President Kirkland, as he 
has stated them in a biographical notice prefixed to the 
great orator's collected works. 

Fisher Ames was born on the 9th of April, 1758, at 
Dedham, about nine miles from Boston. His ancestors 
were distinguished in England, and his family was one of 
the most respectable in his native State. Fisher was the 
youngest of five children. His father died when he was 
but seven years old, leaving widow and orphans in pen
ury to be buffeted by the storms of the world. But the 
mother, as if " anticipating the future lustre of the jewel 
committed to her care," early resolved to struggle with 
her narrow circumstances in order to give this son a 
literary education; and she lived to see his eminence 
and prosperity, to recei ve the expressions of his filial 
piety, and to weep over his grave. 

Precocious talents are not usually the most auspicious 
of enduring power, but in young Ames they were neither 
feeble nor transient. He began the study of Latin 
when but six years-old. In 1770, sqon after the com-
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pletion of his twelfth year, he was admitted to Harvard 
Cvllege. ·With a mind too immature, perhaps, to receive 
the full benefit to be derived from the collegiate course, 
his uncommon industry enabled him to outstrip many 
of his: seniors, and he soon obtained a high standing. 
Even at this early period he ,vas remarkable for the ta
lent which afterwards "constituted his principal claim to 
reputation. In a society formed among the students for 
mutual improvement in oratory, Ames was a favorite; 
and his declamation, says Kirkland, ., was remarkable for 

its energy and propriety. His compositions at this time 
bore the characteristic stamp which always marked his 
speaking and writing. They were sententious and full 
of ornament. In 1774, he received his degree as 
Bachelor of Arts; but owing to the disturbed and ex
cited condition of the country, his own youth, and the 
narrow eircumst:mces of his mother, he did not enter at 
once upon the study of a profession. Meanwhile he 
was not idle; in teaching in one of the district schools 
of his native State, he at the same time obtained the 
means of maintaining himself, while leisure was left him 
for the prosecution of his favorite studies. All this time, 
he used afterwards to repeat, he read, with an avidity 
bordering on enthusiasm, almost every thing within his 
reach. He revised the Latin classics, which he had 
studied at College. He read works illustrating Greek 
and Roman antiquities and the mythology of the an
cients; natural and civil history, and some of the best 
novels. Poetry was both his food and luxury. He read 
the prineipal English poets, and became familiar with 
Milton and Shakspeare, dwelt on their beauties, and 

14 
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fixed passages of peculiar excellence in his memory. 
He had a high relish for the works of Virgil, and at this 
time could repeat considerable portions of the Eclogues 
and Georgics,and most of'the touchina and splendid 

b 

pa~~sages of the Mneid. This multifarious, though, for 
want of a guide, indiscriminate, and, probably, in some 
instances, ill-directed reading, mUilt have con~ributed to 
extend and enrich the mind of the young student. It 
helped to supply that fund of materials for speaking and 
writing which he possessed in singular abundance; and 
hence partly he derived his remarkable fertility of allu
sion, his ability to evolve a train of imagery adapted to 
every subject of which he treated." 

Mr. Ames, having studied law in the office of vVilIiam 
Tudor, Esq., of Boston, commenced the practice of that 
profession at Dedham, his native place, in 1781. He 

entered warmly into the struggle for Independence, 
although quite young, and his talents were soon both 
recognized and employed by his fellow citizens. 

To devise some means for the relief of the aeneral 
d· b 

lstress, occasioned by the great depreciation of the pa-
pel' currency of that day, a convention of delegates 
from every part of the State assembled at Concord. Mr. 
Ames was chosen to represent his town at that meeting. 
In a lucid and eloquent speech .he demonstrated the fu
tilit.y of the measures at first proposed, and, at that early 
perlOd, rendered himself a debater of much note. 

The fame which followed his early efforts conduced 
tCltplace him in the Massachusetts Convention for rati
fyi~g the Constitution, in 1788. From this sphere, in 
w4ich he made adeep impression by some of his speec;hes, 

~' 
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particularly that on biennial elections, he passed to the 
House of Representatives in the State Legislature. 
Here, he soon became so eminent as an orator and man 
of business, that the voters of the Suffolk District elected 
him their first representative in the Congress of the 
United States. He had not been long in that assembly 
before his friends and admirers were satisfied that they 
had not overrated his abilities and claims on their sup
port. He won there the palm of elofJuence, besides 
proving himself equal to the discussion of the profoundest 
subjects of politics and finance, and the execution of the 
most arduous committee labors. He remained in Con
gress during the \\'hole of VVashington's administration, 
which he constantly and. zealously defended. 

Having thus rapidly traced Mr. Ames from his birth 
to the exalted position he in the maturity of his life at
tained, let us more minutely analyze and examine the 
elements of his character as an orator, a patriot, and a 
man. 

Fisher Ames, arnong the great men of his day, wasihe 
orator of genius and elaborate beauty. Genius is the power 
of hard thinking. The two simple words which Newton 
employed to explain his own greatness, are "patient 
thought." The faculty of which we now speak, and which 
our countryman largely possessed, is an aggregate in 
which imagination, intelligence, and sentiment, are equal
Iv elevated and exactly combined. It is a soul whose 
~lance penetrates exalted ideas. and whose skill can em
bodv them in marbJe, in brass, in speech, and in writing; 
co~mtlnicating. to each offspring of the intellect a power 
from the heart, which, in turn, hurls it all living into the 



> • ,~ 

816 OR.ATORS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

hearts of others. Genius is the most beautiful endow
ment, and the rpost indomitable force possessed by man
kind; one can despoil man of rank, or of fortu~e, but 
genius is invulnerable. It is the greatest among finite 
pOwers; an intuition vast and subtie to perceive the 
relations that unite all gradations of being, a limpid lake 
wherein God and the universe are reflected vvith as 
much brilliancy of tint as splendor of light. 'Vhen em
ployed by those who are richly endowed, it is the faculty 
of rendering ideas visible to those who are not blessed 
with native vision to discover for themselves; it makes 
thought palpable in bold imagery, and imbues it with a 
power to touch, enlighten and subjugate, analagous to 
what one experiences when love comes to seize our at
tention and command our will 

In the ideals which genius creates, we meet with no 
dry mechanism, but an organic nature throbbing with 
the highest pulsations of life. Its offspring emanate 
from the inmost depth of the soul, and unfold with won
drous charms peculiar to each, like words fresh from the 
hand of God. Every mind endowed with high creative 
power, is a mystery standing by itself, a flower from 
Paradise, redolent Df fragrance a·nd perpetuaJJy blossom
ing with original charms, but for ever unmingled with 
others and unexplained. \Vho can ever mistake the 
~pirit of beauty that hovers over Raphael's pictures, and 
Who can ever analyze its power? Who has not been 
moved by the intellectual breath, the inner charm of 
soul, that reign~ in Shakesperean creations, and yet who 
can define the influence .which compels us to shudder or 
shOll} when. we 'contemplate their features and feel their 
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touch? .. 'V:e believe that genius is taste in its greatest 
perfectio~, formed by long practice on the best models 
and so disciplined as 10 create excellence with sponta
neous ease. Sophocles, speaking of his great predeces
sor in the tragic art, said very happily: "lEschylus does 
wnat is ricrht without knowing it." These few words 
explain alt that it is possible to understan.d respecting 
powerful genius seemingly unconscious of Its powers .. 

All ingenuous readers of the works of Mr. Am~s, wI.ll 
concur with those who heard him in public and III pn
vate, in acerediting to him a mind of high order,. in 
many respects of ,the highest, and that ~e has a ]U~t 
claim to the honors of genius; that quality, to use hIS 

own ':\70rds; "vvithout which judgment is cold and 
knowledge inert; that energy, which collects, combine~, 
amplifies, and animates." In presenting his i~ea of thIS 
power, he ,vould not liken it to a conflagratIOn on the 
mountains, consuming its fuel in its flame; but 'would 
represent it as a spark of eleme~tal fire. that is un
quenehable, the cotemporary of thIS creatlOn, a.nd des
tined with the human soul to survive it. "GenIUs feels 
the power it exerts, and its emotions are contag~ous be
cause they are fervid and sincere. As well mIght the 
stars of heaven be said to expand their substance by 
their lustre, as that genius becomes exhausted by the 

offshoots of its splendor." 
But, while he could more safely trust to his native re

sources than most men, Mr. Ames never neglected to 
subordinate· the labors of other men to his use. "With 
the dews ef life in his brimming urn," he early formed 
a passionate attachment to books; and this strong love 
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he cherished through his whole life. He was particular
ly fond of moral philosophy, but explored history w:ith 
most enthusiastic zeal. He read Herodotu:;:, Thucydi
des, Livy, Tacitus, Plutarch, and the modern historians 

of Greece and Rome. English history he studied almost 
constantly, and mastered beyond most men. Hence he 

possessed a great amount of historical information-which' 
was always at command both in writing and oral de

bate. His biographer says that" he was accustomed to 
read the Scriptures, not only as containing a system of 

truth and duty, but as displaying in their poetical parts, 

an that is sublime, animated, and affecting in composi

tiorr:" He was a devout admirer of the ancient classics, 
and especially of the poets. Homer he often perused, 
and read Virgil with constantly increased delight. 

Ames had all of Plato's admiration for the beauty of 
verse, but would have been less stern in legislating 
against the children of the muses. The latter banished 

poets from his ideal republic, but he directed that they 
should be crowned with flowers. and conducted to the 

gates of the city, with the music of harps, in. honor of 

th.at ray of divinity which they possessed, though he 
WIshed not to accept of their domination. 

~ Sir Joshua Reynolds thought that excellence of the 

highest order may be acquired. But this theory of indus
try, so es~ential to genius, yet so useless without it, never 

produced a Corregio or Demosthenes. Still, nothinv can 
be more incorrect than to suppose, that genius needs no 

study. Goethe' rose early every morning, and studied 

closely the Whole day. Leibaitz confined himself to his 
tasks for weeks together. Though it must be admitted 

• 
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that S~lakspealre had not a complete education, his 
w()rks show' a vast amount of knowledge \vhich must 
ha\Te cost him much research. 'He lived in an age 
highly fa\rorable to poetry, and which cultivated the 
great poet much more than a practical ~e lik~ ours. It 
was an era fuH -of romantic thought and the quick in
stincts of this master of the heart readily ahsorbed its 
riehest treasures. 

The influenee of genius pervades a wide area and 
eflt~ets all susceptible intellects according to the prevail
j<ng flendencies and peculiar endowments uf each. In 
]~lizabeth'sday, the light of inspiration came from Italy, 

and it deeply toned the very atmosphere in which the 

literati breathed. :More recently, the influence of Ger
many has gained aseendancy and has been reproduced 

in every department ofliterature. Genius was reflective 
w'ith Coleridge, chivalrous with Scott, impassioned with 
B:I,rron, and fiery to extreme in Campbell's thrilling melo

d!l~s. But in every form, genius is the same-the 
ethereal soul of beauty a11d sublimity, which refines the 
gross and modulates the inharmonious, even as an 

iEolian harp arrests the vagrant winds and transforms 

them into enchanting strains. The atmosphere in 
which Ames was born and educated was fervid patriot
ism; d'tis he imbihed into hig fine-toned nature and're
produced in the loftiest and most elaborate eloquence. 

1£ Thy words had such a melting flow, 
And IIpoke ('J{ truth so sweetly well, 

They..(Jropp'd like heaven.'s serenest snow, 

And \111 was brightness where theyiell." 

Bei·ng tllus endowed, we can understand how it was 

: '.:r 

_ . 
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that Mr. Ames produced so many original combina.tions, 
resemblances and contrasts which none saw before, but 
on being presented, were immediately pronouneed just 
and striking. Says President Kirkland: 

"As a speafuer and as a writer he had the power to 
enlighten and persuade, to move, to please, to charm, to 
astonish. He united those decorations that belong to 
fine talents to that penetration and judgment that desig
nate an acute and solid mind. Many of his opinions 
have the authority of predictions fulfilled and fulfilling. 
He had the ability of investigation, and, where it was 
necessary, did investigate with patient attention, going 
through a series of observation and deduction, and 
tracing the links which connect one truth with another. 
When the result of his researches was exhibited in dis
course, the steps of a logical process were in some mea
sure concealed by the coloring of rhetoric. Minute 
calculations and dry details were employments, however, 
the least adapted to his peculiar construction of mind. 
It was easy and delightful for him to illustrate by a pic. 
ture, but painful and laborious to prove by a diagram. 
It was the prerogative of his mind to discern by a 
glance, so rapid as to seem intuition, those truths which 
common capacities str:uggle hard to apprehend; and it 
was the part of his eloquence to display, expand, and 
enforce them. 

"His imagination was a distinguishing feature of his 
mind. Prolific, grand, .sportive, original .. it gaye him 
the command of .nature and ali, and enabled him to yary 
the disposition and the dress of his ideas without end. 
Now it assembled, .most pleasing images, adorned with 
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all tha.t iSi30ft and beautiful; and now rose in the storm, 
wieldin!T the elem~nts and flashing with the most awful 1:> 

splendors:' . 
Mr. Ames had a distinguished share m all the great 

measures whieh were discussed in Congress during the 
eight years of his membership. His spee:h~s on Mr. 
Madison's resolutions, and on the appropnatlOn for the 
British trea.ty, claim particular notice. The latter consti. 
tuted the most reno','med act of his life. His health was 
feeble, but the magnitude of the dangers which he be. 
liev~d threatened the country inspired him with ex
traordinary anim~tion. The speeeh he then ~ade 
abounded in the most elevated notions of natlOnal 
honor, and in the most impassioned appeals to the pa
triotism and reason of his hearers. During its delivery, 
a crowded house listened with the most profound atten
tion; and when in conclusion he alluded, in a touching 
t;nanner, "to his own slender and almost broken hold 
u,pon life," the audience was moved to tears. As he 
took his seat, the question was loudly called for; b~t 
the opposition dreaded the effe,cts of a speech so hostIle 
t.o their view:El, and one of its members moved that the 
decision of the question be postponed to the el~suing d~y, 
lest they should act under the influence of feelings whICh 
their ca,lm judgment _might condemn. The ~loq~ence 
of Ames on this great occasion, and the motlOn In re
specl t? it, were the saIne as in the famous !ns.tance of 
the great English orator at the close of hIS Impeach
ment of Warren Hastings. 

This speech on the British Treaty affords the best 
specimens of his style. He speaks of the power of pre-

14* 
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judiced nations as follows: -.. They are high'~~r than a 
Chinese wall in truth's way, and built of materials that 
are indestructible. While this remains, it is in vain to 
argue; it is in vain to say to this mountain, be thou 
cast into the sea. For, I ask of the men of knov~dedge 
of the wl)rld, whether they would not hold him for a 
blockhead, that should hop'e to prevail in an aJrgum~nt, 
whose scope and object is to mortify the self-love of the 
expected proselyte? I ask further, .vhen such attempts 
have been made, have they not failed of success:? The 
indignant heart repels a conviction that is beljeved to 
debase it." 

Instances of this sententiousness so peculiar to this 
orator fioequently Occur. As specimens, take the foHow
ing: "Evil to a fatal extreme, if that be its tendency, 
requires no proof, it brings it. Extremes speak for 
themselves and make their own law." 

"It is the prerogative of folly alone 'to maintain both 
sides of a proposition. Shame should 'blister their 
tongue, and infamy tingle in their ears." 

Sometimes with a few" strokes of his pencil, he sug
gests a fearful scene. For example: "Before 'we re
soLve to leap into this abyss: so dark and so proii)und, it 
becomes us to pause and "reflect upon such of the dem
gers as are obvious and inevitable. If the' a,ssembly 
should be wrought into a'tempest to defy these conse
quences, it is in vain, it is deceptive, to pretend that we 
can escape them." . 

Mr. Ames always entertained the most jealou~i fears 
with respect to the dangers of anarehy. Speaking on 
that topic, he presents a' specimen of the highly figtnoa_ 
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tive style in ,;vhich it was so natural and common for 
him to indulge. " k mob6cracy is always usurped by 
tb'e)'w~orst men in 1he'most corrupt times; in a period of 
v'io1(line~~ by the most -violent. It is a Briareus with a 
thousand hands,· each bearing a dagger; a Cerberus 
g~lping 'with her thousand throats all parched and thirst
inrr for fresh blood. It is a genuine tyranny, but of all 
th; least durable,. yet the most destructive while it lasts. 
The p01.ver of a despot, like the ardor of a summer's sun, 
dries up the gra~, but the roots remain fresh in the soil; 
a mob-g~)vernment, like a \Vest India hurricane, .in
stant]y strevi'S the fruitful earth with promiscuous rums, 
and turns the sky yellow with pestilence. Men inhale 
a vapor like a Sirocco, and die in the open air for 
want of respiration. It is a winged curse that envelopes 
the obscure as well as the distinguished, and is wafted 
into the lurking places of the fugitives. It is not doing 
justice to licentiousness, to compare it to a wind whieh 
ravages the surface of the earth; it is an earthquake 
that loosens its foundations, burying in an hour the ac
cumulated wealth and wisdom of ages. Those, who, 
after the cahnnity, would re-construet the edifiee of the 
public liberty, will be scarcely able to find. the model o.r 
the artificers, or even the ruins. Mountams have splIt 
and fiUed the fertile valleys, covering them with rock's 
and graveT; rivers have changed their beds; populous 
towns have sunk, leaving only frightful chasms, out of 
whieh are ereeping the remnant of living wretches, the 
monuments and the victims of despair." 

This profusion of imagery may offend the taste. ~f 
phleglflatic persons. It is not uncommon for frIgId 
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critics to be dissatisfied, while enthusiastic throngs are 
eharmed. In the productions of Mr. Ames, it is certain 
that there was great eneJ:"gy and quickness of. conception, 
an inexhaustible fertility which sometimes'superabounds 
in ornament. A wise reviewer has said': 

" Image crowded upon image in his mind, he is not 
chargeable with affectation in the use of fiQUrative lan-

o 
guage;_ his tropes are evidently prompted by imagina-
tion, and .not forced into his service. Their novelty 
and variety create constant surprif'le and delight. But 
they are, perhaps, too lavishly employed. The fancy 
of his hearers is sometimes overplied with stimulus, and 
the importance of the thought liable to be concealed in 
the multitude and beauty of the metaphors. His con
densation of expression may be thought to produce 
occasional abruptness. - He aimed rather at the terse
ness, strength, and vivacity of the short sentence, than 
the dignity of the fun and flowing period. His style is 
conspicuous for sententious brevity, for antithesis and 
point. Single ideas appear with so much lustre and 
prominen.ce, that the connection of the several parts of 
his discourse is not always obvious to the _common 
~ind,-and the aggregate impression of the ,composition 
lS not always completely obtained. In those respects 
where his peculiar excellencies came near to defects 
he is rather to be.admired than imitated." .'. • 

But fire and fancy- are not incompatible with truth 
and wisdom. Lord Chatham's reply to Mr. Pelham, when 
taunted on this ground, was very just. "What the 
gentleman on the other side,means by long harangues, 
orllowers of rhetoric, I shall not pretend to determin~; 

r 
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but if they IJlake use of nothing of the kind, it is no very 
good argument of their sinc,erity, because a man who 
speaks from his heart and is sincerely affected with the 
subject upon which he speaks, as every honest man 
must be \vhen he speaks in the cause of hiS' country, 
such a man, I say, falls naturally into expressions which 
may be called f~ower:l of rhetoric, and, therefore, deserves 

~ 

as little to be charged with affectation as the most stupid 
serjmmt-at-law that ever spoke for a half.guinea fee." 

It is: evident that Mr., Ames \vas better adapted to 
the senate than the bar. " It was easy and delightful to 
him to illustrate by a picture, but painful and laborious 
to prove by a. diagram." Genius sees by intuition, 
illustrates by pictures, and speaks in music. The 

Phraseolorrv in V'lhich its sentiments are clothed, is not 
o~ , 

a kind of patch-work laboriously tagged together, but is 
part and parcel of the thought, and is born mature and 
splendid, like Minerva glittering from the brow of Jove. 
But of the great effects produced by Mr. Ames through 
his living tones and impressive action, we can form 'no 
adequate conception from the comparatively lifeless 
matter of his printed works. 

"There's a c.hal'rn in;<leJiv'ry, a magical art, 
That thrj,Us, like a-kiss, f.rom the li.p to the heart; 

'Tis the glance-the expression-the well-chosen word--

By whos~ magic the depths of the spirit are stirr'cl-
The smile-the mute gesture-the soul-stirring pause
The eye's s~veet expression, that melts while it awes
Tlie lip's soft persiIar;;ion-its musical tone: 
Oh! such were the charms bf that eloquent one !" 

We ,have glanced at Fisher Ames' as an orator, let us 

,I, !'S 'I" 
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iUplls~'ng, eontemplatehim a moment in the dlaracter 
e,f ~t patdot.' He very early became distinguished, not 
less by the powel' of his pen than by the splendor of his 
living eloquence. Abhorring the excesses of the French 
Revohltiob, he feared tho, hold which France had upon 
the sympathies of America. He foresaw the downfall 
of the federalist party, to which he was zealously 
attached, and he dreilded, Test the country should perish 
with it. But time has shown that his fears, and the 
fears of many other good men, on this score were 
unRmnaed. Repeated e~perience confirms the belief 
that changes of party tend 1:0 preserve the V nion rather 
than destroy it. 

If Mr. Ames was excessively fearful as to the purity 
and permanency of the young republic, it ought not on 
this account to be iliierred that he was insincere or 
will1ting in patriotism.' Such an imputation is disproved 
by his own strong and explicit declaration. "I detest 
the, man and disdain the spirit, which can bend to a 
mean SUbserviency to any foreign nation. It is en~ugh 
to be Americans; that character comprehends our 
duties, and ought to engage our attachments·." He did 
not love his own country less, but he hated foreign 
politics more. He beheld, he said, in the French Revo
lution; a "a dtlspotismof the mob or the military from the 
first, and hypocfisy of m6raJs to the last." Impelled by 
a zeal that was doubtless honest, though sometimes 
gloomy to excess, he .irept his pen busy in the defence 
of his political views, even when sickness had withdrawn 
him from forensic strife. In the character of" Lucius 
Junius Brutus," he wrote a series of powerful essays to 
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animate the government of his country to decision and 
energy; and after the Revolutionary storm subsided, as 
"Camillus," he taught the nation to profit by the dan
gers it had passed. -The eloquence of the tongue and 
the pen are not often combined in the same man; but 
Ames was alike eminent in both. 

We have already presented several extracts from his 
great speech on the British Treaty, as specimens of his 
style and eloquence. We will draw still farther from 
the same sotlrce, in order to present in .Mr. Ames' own 
lanauafTe one or two exemplifications of his spirit as a ;::, b 

patriot. Said he," A treaty of amity is condemned, 
because it is not made by a foe, and in the spirit of one. 
-I like this, sir, because it is sincerity. "Vith feelings 
such as these, we do not pant for treaties. Such 
passions seek nothing, and will be contented with 
nothing, but the destruction of their object. If a treaty 
left King-George his island, it'\vould not ,answer; not 
if he stipulated to pay rent for it. It has been said, that 
we ought to rejoice if Britain were sunk in the sea ;if 
where there are now men, and wealth, and laws, and 
liberty, there were nothing more than a sand-bank for 
the sea~monsters to fatten on; a space for the storms 
of' the" ocean to mingle in conflict." 

Ames entertained exalted and worthy views respect
ing political integrity and national honor. " If," said he, 
"lhere 'conld be a resurrection from the foot of the gal
lows, if the victims of justice could live again, collect 
together and form a society', they would, however 
loath, soon find themselves obliged to make justice, that 
justice under which they fell, the fundamental law of 

I. I" 
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their State.. They would perceive it-was their interest 
to make others respect, and they :would therefore soon 
pay.some respect themselves to the obligations of good 
faith.'" It is, thus thaL he goes on to deprecate the 
eJ!;istence of bigotry and intrigue in our relations with 
foreign nations. "For," excla,ims he," What is patriot
ism? Is it narrow affection for the spot where a man 
was born? Are the very clods where we tread entitled 
to this ar.dent preference because they are, greener? No, 
sir, this is not the character of the virtue, and it soars 
higher for its object. It is an extended self-love, min
gling with all the enjoyments of life, and twisting itself 
with the minutest filaments of the heart .. 

It is thus we obey the laws of society, because they 
are the laws of virtue. In their authority, we see, not 
the array of Jorce and terror, but the venerable image 
f . 1:> 

o our country's honor. Every good. citizen makes that 
honor his own, and cherishes it not only as precious, but 
as-sacred. He; is willing to risk his life in its defence, 
and is conscious that he gains protection while he 
gives i~. . 

-For, what rights of a citizen will be deemed inviola
ble, when a State renounces the principles that con
stitute their security? Or, ·if his. life should: no!-' be 
iu:-aded: what would' its enjoyments beina country 
odIOUS m the eyes of strangers, and dishonored in its 
own? . Could he look with affection and veneration to 
such a country as his parent? .The sense of having 

i!'b~e ~aul~ die within him; he would blush. for his. pa
trIotIsm, If he retained any, and justly, for it would be a 
vice. He would be a baniiihed man in his native land." 

;
I 

FISHER AMES. 329 

At the dose of the session, in the spring of 179G, 
• Mr. Ames travelled in Virginia for his health. At 

this time the college of New Jersey expressed their 
estimation of his pt;.blic worth by conferring on him the 
degree of Ddctor of Laws. H,e gained sufficient strength 
to attend the next session of Congress, though with 
rapidly decreasing health. He was chairman of the 
committee which reported the answer to Washington's 
speech. This answer contained a most affectionate and 
appropriate allusion to the President's declaration, that 
he now stood for the last time in their presence. In 
conclusion, it said; "for your country's sake, for the 

. sake of republican liberty, it is our earnest wish, that 
your exaulple may be the guide of your successors, and 
thus, after being the ornament and safeguard of the pre
sent age, become the patrimony of our descendants." 

The session being terminated, Mr. Ames, having de
clined a n~-election, retired to his favorite residence at 
Dedham, to enjoy repose in the bosom of his family, 
amid those rural occupations in which he greatly de
lighted. 

Having rapidly sketched the character of Fisher 
Ames as an orator and patriot, it remains briefly to 
speak of him as a man. Kirkland says: "Happily, he 
did not need the smart of guilt to make him virtuous, 
nor the regret of folly to make him wise. His spotless 
youth brought blessing to the whole remainder of his 
life. It gave him the entire use of his faculties, and all 
th.e fruit of his literary education. Its effects appeared! 
in -that" fine edge of moral feeling which he always pre-
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S~~:rved; in his strict and often austere temperance; III 

h~s l~v~ of occupation, that made activity delight; in 
h.IS dIstaste for public di versions, and his preference of 
sImple pleasures. Beginning well, he advanced with 

unremitted steps in the race of virtue, and arrived at 

t.h~ end of life in peace and honor. The objects of re-
1J~lon presented themselves with a strong interest to his 
~~nd: The relation of the world to its author, and of 
Hils hfe to a retributory scene in another, cOuld not be 
contem~lat~d by him without the greatest solemnity. 
He felt It hIS duty and interest to inquire, and discovered 

on the side of faith a fullness of evidence little short of 
demon~tration .. At about thirty-five he made a public 
profeSSIOn of hIS belief in the' Christian religion, and 
was a regular attendant on its services." 

In 1804, Mr. Ames was chosen president of Harvard 
Coll:ge,-an honor which ill health compelled him to 
declIne Vfhen W h' d' . '. as mgton led, he was appointed to 
pronounce hIS eulogy before the legislature of Massachu-
setts,a duty w'hich he performed witll d' t" . h d IS mgUlS e suc-
cess. The theme seemed to inspire him w'th " . 

• 1 a pnmitIve 
glow of .eloquence. It was almost the last public service 
he perfCil'!.ned, and a· fitting close to a brilliant and useful 
career. His energies rapidly declined, until aft-er an 
e~treme ~ebility for hvo years, death at len~th ended 
hIS sufferIngs. He eXIJired JUly 4 th 1808 H' . 

,. , . IS remmllS 
were carried, to Boston, where they were interred with 
~honors such as had never before been accorded to a . . 

'jr.!~ t .. T pn-
", va. e CItIzen. 0 such a man, having performed. such 

services, i 
I 

f 
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" Death is the crown of life; 
vVere death denied, poor man 'would live in vain. 

Death wo.~nds to cure; we fall, we rise, we reIgn i 
Spring from our fetters, fasten to the skies, 

'Yhere bloomil!g Eden withers from our sight. 

This king of terrors is the prince of peace." 
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Those ,,,ho were familiar with the person of Mr. 
Ames, represent him as being above middle stature; 

and well formed. His features were not strongly 
marked. His forehead was neither high nor expansive. 
His eyes were blue and of middling size; bis mouth was 
handsome; his hair 'was black, and short on the fore
hearl, and, in his latter years, un powdered. He was 

very erect, and '''''hen speaking he raised his ,head. His 
expression was usually complacent, when in debate, and 
if he meant to be severe, it was seen in good-natured 
sarcasm, rather than in acrimonious words. It was 
said that the beautiful productions of his pen were the 
first flow of his mind, and hardly corrected for the press. 

" In public speaking he trusted much to excitement, and 
did little more in his closet than to draw the outlines of 

his speeqh and reflect on it, till he had received deeply 

the, impressions he intended to make; depending for the 
turns and figures of language, illustrations and modes of 
appeal to the passions, on his imagination and feelings 

at the time. This excitement c(;mtinued, when the 
cause had ceased to operate. After debate his mind was 
agitated, like the ocean after a storm, and his nerves 
were like the shrouds of a ship torn by the tempest." 
Such, in brief, wer.e the appearance and menta.l habits 
of the great man, 
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"Whose eloquence brightening whatever it tried, 
Whether reason or fancy, the g~y or the grave, 

Was as rapid, as deepJ and as brilliant ;a tide:
t 

As ever b.ore freedom aloft o,n its wave !" 

The training preparatory to pUblic -life which Fisher 

Ames experienced, was tfiorough and comprehensive. 

..In moral worth he was excelled by no statesman of his 

day. His youth was studious, and his w'holelife was 
consecrated to the highest cultivation. He has himself 

said, " The heart is more than half corrupted, that does 

not burn with indignation at the slightest attempt to 
seduce it." 

He excelled all his cotemporaries in the fascinations 
of conversation', even more than he was superior to 

most persons in public debate. He quailed before none 

amid the severe splendors of the rostrum, but he turned 

with hearty delight and unequalled attractiveness to the 

more genial charms of social life, of which he was very 

fond: " The value of friends," he observes, "is the most 

apparent and highest rated to those who mingle in the 

confEcts of political life. The sharp contests for little 

poin~s wound the mind, and the ceaseless jargon of hy

POCrIsy overpowers the faculties. I turn from scenes 

whi~ll' ~rovoke and disgust me, to the contemplation of 

the l:h:terest I have in privrtte life, and to the pleasu,:es 
of society with those friends whom I have so rrlUcb rea
son to esteem." 

He :who pulls but one string, will ring but one bell; 
,:,newoo has not his whole nature ou~tivated, \viHbe nar

rowly restricted in 'his· influence Oh mankind. We 

reach the passions only through the passions; we impel 
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iJIl others only that which is identical with what we first 

move in ourselve~l. The great orator must be "many

siided" and variously educated. He must grow up like 

the mountain oak, which, from unfolding germ to ma

tLlIl'ed,development, feeds as it grows on every kingdom 

of nature-taking in strength of heart, vigor of limb, and 

that rugged,n8ss to endure ,vhich is perpetually appro

priated from rocky earth and genial dews, from summer 
zephyrs, and:wintry storms. 

Fisher ~I\mes was the orator of genius among our 

Hevolutionary patriots. He was impelled in his oratori

cal career by those mighty wings vouchsafed to few, 

but 'lilhieh re·.appeari'ng from time to time in aid of the 

choicest minds, are nece~sary to bear Truth through 

the·· sea of tiime.;He united the substantial and orna

mental,-themultiflora rose-bush in full bloom wreathed 

rOllnd a colmnn of granite,-the decorations welling up 

fmIn t.he {()tint of fine emotion, and lending vividness 

and momentum to the penetration and judgment which 

alwa.ys constitute the basis of a great character. He 

was f.:md of patient investigation, when re'luired; but 

'was more skillful in that prophetical sagacity of mind 

w'hich lays hold of remote consequences with the force 

and aecuracy of intuition. He seems to have meditated 

without effort, and to have produced without exhaustion. 

The sublime in speech is nothing else than-that which 

true genius discovers beyond the hackneyed regions of 
ordinary ideas. The impressive orator must plungo in 
the deep mines of thought, and not be content to gather 

the brilliant grains of sand which COVeT the profounder 

,r.o,ins. of massy gold. He must leap beycmd vulgar con-
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ceptions, and create his thought in those pure region:,; 
which extend between the extremes of trite prettiness 
and vapid exaggeration. The pOjmlar spe-aker must de
velope in their splendid magnitude the harmonious and 
imposing forms of expression which give to eloquence its 
force, its dignity, its vehemence, its gradation of thought 
arid majestic movement.. "The flllminating arrows of 
Dernosthenes," says Cicero, "would strike with much 
less power, if they were emitted with les8 rythm and 
impetuosity." " 

Acute sensibility, the inseparable concomitant of 
genius, and potent auxiliary of rea80n, vvas finely devel. 
oped and copiously abounded in Fisher Ames. "A mind 
kindled with enthusiasm unfolds: its' grandeur in the li£rht 
of its own flames, as the sea is never more rrrand tl~~n 

'-' 

at night when it heaves, storm-tossed and brilliant, w:ith 
the illumination of its own phosphorescence. "\Vhen 
fully aroused in debate, Ames fi'equently trembled from 
head to foot.; he wept in irrepressible emotion; and 
paused in the struggle to embody the inarticulate e]0-

quence of his heart. He bent under the reflex passions 
he aroused in others, and theIl in turn bowed them 
under the aHgmented weight of-his own. 

The great orators -of antiquity labored long and pas
sionftl:.tely t'O develope their own sensibilities, a'l'1'd, in 
speaking, to· make their heart a mighty auxiliary to their 
intellect. They strove to feed the fires of their elo
quence with the choicest materials, seJecti;)d from the 
most glowing" sources; not as dry. quotations, frigid 
ornaments tagged to the limping dullness of their OVilll 

stupid thoughts, but as spont-'dneous contrihtHions of 

11 II !. 
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volcanite heat and power, kindling where they fell and 
blending \\'ith, the flames they augmented. Their minds 
were rich with the selectest stores of elegant literature, 
and as some pertinent maxim or splendid illustration 
occurred in extemporaneous discourse, the gem grew 
su~iden]y brilliant amid the corruscations of inflamed 
fancy,'\vhile 1.he orator poured his whole soul into his 
quotation, and sent it, revivified and blazing to every 
enraptured bosom. This power of reproducing familiar 
thoughts with all their original inspiration and effect, 
is a rare gift, and was constantly improved by Fisher 
Ames. He possessed the po\ver of striking those deli
cate notes of soul-hannon y which a sympathetic audience 
always repeat with rapture in their own hushed hearts. 
He diffiJ.sed a charm around him, like ambrosia evapo
rating from an open :vase, and \""hich was worthy to be 
served at the table of the gods. He \vas not simply a 
rhetorician, or an adept in metaphysics, he was an 
orator by the true passion of eloquence; he was 
a mUswHtO :ll1 his tones, and a poet in his expres
SIOns. 

Arne:;; was a sound reasoner, but his style of argument 
was harmonious with the constitution of his mind. The 
logic th:rt is most felt is least seen, as the cannon-ball 
that rends the target is not visible in its flight. True 
force should be measured by its efficiency, rather than 
by the mann~~r in which its results are executed. 

Popular eloquence must be rich in colors, simple in 
subject, sparkJing with light, palpable in premises, bold 
in deduction, and varied in tone, in order to please the 
multitude and convince all. As in nature there are 
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some prominent objects which can be sect!. from far" as 
a. house, a tree or a mountain, so there are but a few 
reasons so obvious as to strike the common mind. That 
which a philosopher comprehends by an argument, the 
fnass (~f the people comprehend in an image. It is in
dispensable t.o use variety. The ear is soon pained with 
sameness of tone, and the soul 10aths a perpetual string 
of syllogism~. 

Ames in this respect was a master. He was easily 
excited, but exercised a sovereign power of self-control. 

_[1;11e lmew' that it was necessary to be master of his own 
passions, in ()rder to govern those of others. He as
sumed d1v-ersified forms and hues with Protean facility. 
Now he skims the ground and obscures himself in 
smoke; anon he darts through the empyrean with corus
cations of flame, and with resplendent light illuminates 
the w'aters, the earth and the heavens. 

" The rapid argument 
Ho:tr'd in gorgeous flight, linking earth 
With heaven by golden chains of eloquence j 
Till the mind, all its faculties and powers, 
Lay .floating self-surrendered in the deep 
Of admiration." 

His imagination was imperial. The whole UnIverse 
of nature and art were at its control and subordinated 
to its use. The beautiful and the sublime, those two 
great pulses of 'eloqnence, he felt deeply and could em
body in multifarious forms. There were many stops of 
great power in the organ of his soul, and he could toUch 
them all in a man'l1er to suit his purpose and the time,
now piping in.' tender pathos, like ni~ht-winds sighing 

oM i ',. I ~, l,' " i 
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among reeds over a fountain in a lonely dell, and, on 
more fearfuloecasions, crashing on the startled ear like 
bursting tempests, or distress-guns, booming amid the 
awful magnificence of elemental storms. 

His po\ver of giving a rapid sketch of a comprehen
sive and diversified fleId, is exemplified in the following 
paragraph. He is speaking of the ambition of a nation 
whose infidelity he dreaded. "Behold France, conduct
ing her intrigues and arraying her force between the 
arctic circle and the tropics; see her, in Russia, the 
friend of despotism; in Ireland, the auxiliary of a bloody., 
democracy; in Spain and Italy, a papist; in Egypt, a 
mussulman; in India, a bramin; and at home, an \the
ist; countenancing despotism, monarchy, democracy, 
religion of every sort, and none at all, as suits the neces

sity of the moment." 
As an example of his illustrious imagination, take the 

following. He is speaking of England as a model of 
national industry to be imitated, rather than the nations 
on the continent. Among the latter he proceeds to say: 
"Commerce has not a single ship; arts and manufac
tures exist in ruins and memory only; credit is a spectre 
that haunts its burying-place; justice has fallen on its 
own sword; and liberty, after being sold to Ishmaelites, 
is stripped of its bloody garments to disguise its rob

bers." 
Mr. Ames habitually dealt in a copious use of figures 

of speech. In nis eulogy on Washington, he discourse~ 
as follows: 

"Great generals have arisen in all ages of the world, 
&nd perhaps most in those of despotism and darkness. 

15 
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In times of violence and convulsion, they rise, by the 

force of the 'whirlwind, high enongp to ride in it, and 
.]'! L" I mrect ine storm. 1J1:C met~ors, Lley glare, on the black 

clouds with a splcr..dor, which, while it dazzles and ter

rifies, makes nothing-visible but the darkness. Tbe fame 

of heroes is indeed groH,ing vulgar; they multiply.ia 

every long war; tbey stand in history, and thicken in 

their ranks, almost as undistinguished as their own sol-,. 
CHers. 

"But sueh a chief magistrate as '~Tnshington appears 

,JIm the pole-star in a clear sky, to rlirectthe skillful 

statesman. His Presidency \vill fc)rm an epoch, and be 

distisguished as the age of \Vashington. Already it 

assumes~1ts high place in the political region. Like the 

milky vvay, it \ybitens along its allotted portion of the 
1 . t TI't· . r '11 lemJSpllere. 1e la.eSL :generations 0: men ",1;1 survey, 

tbro~gh the telescope·of history, the space where so 

mattV virtues blend their ravs, and ddio'ht to seoarate 
• .' b '~l 

them 'into groups and distinctr,·irtues. As the best 

illustration of them, the Jiving monut'l.lcnt, to which the 

first of patriots would have chosen to consign his fam8, 

,it is my earnest prayer to heaven, that our country may 

subsist, even" to that late day, in tho plenitude of its 

libe:r<ty and happiness, and mingle its mild glory with 
'Vashi~gton's." 

But, after all, the chief excellence in l'IIr. Ames, and 

one th-at renders him a worthy model to be' emulated 

by all public ''Speakers, was his" great industry and care 

in improving to perfection the chaste beauty of his 

stjie. As a specimen of his elaborate composition, and 

at the same time the very b~st description of himself, 

~. 
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we will take thefollowing extract from his encomium on 
Alexander Hamilton: 

" It is rare th:1t a man, vvho o\ves so much to nature, 

descends to seek more from industry; but he seemed to 

depend on industry, as if nature I~ad clone nothing for 

him. His habits of investigation ,vere veryremarkable ; 

his mind seemed to cling to his subject, till it had ex

hausted it. Hence the uncommon superiority of his 

reasoning powers, a superiority that seemed to be aug

mented from every source, and to bel fortified by every 

auxilary, learning, taste, wit, imagination, and eloquence. 

These were embellished and. enforced by ilis temper and 

manners, by his f:ul1c and his virtues. It is difiicult, in 

the midst of sneh various excellence, to sa.v in what 

particular the effeet of his greatnes~ ,vas most manifest. 

No man more pro'nptly discerned truth; no man more 

clearly displayed it: it: was not merely madevisibl~-it 

seemed to come bright 'with illumin<ition from his lips. 

But prompt and clear'as he was, fervid as Demosthenes, 

like Cicero, full·· of resource, he was not Jpss remarkable 

for the copiousness and completeness of his argument, 

and left little for cavil, and nothing for doubt. Some 

men take their strongest argument as a weapon, and 

use no other; but he left nothing to be inquired for 

more-nothing to be answered.. He not only disarmed 

his adversaries of their, pretexts and objections, but he 

stripped them of all excuse for having urge(i them; he 

confounded and subdued, as well as convinced. He 

indemnified them; however, by making his discussion 

a complete map of his subject; so that his opponent.s 

nright, indeed, feel ashamed of their mistakes, but they 
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could not repeat them. In fact" it was no common 
eflort that preserved a reany able antagonist from 
becoming his convert; for the truth, which his re
sea.rches so distinctly.presented to the understanding of 
others, was rendered a.lmost irresistibly commanding 
and impressive by the love and reverence, which, it 
was ever apparent, he profourtdly cherished for it in his 
own. \Vhile patriotism glowed in his heart, wisdom 
blended in his speech her authority with her charms." 

vVe have said that Fisher Ames, among our Revo
lutionary statesmen, was the orator of genius. We 

mean by this that he possessed something higher and 
better than mere talent. 

Genius is the native breath of the most :richly endowed, 
luxuriating in every thing beautiful and fair,-the 
inspired vision which makes the future present, and the 
distant Hear,-a lingering reminiscence of the infinite 
~cean from which we all emerged, and a vivid prognos
tic of an eternity to come. It is a rare possession, the 
line of demarcation between the highest form of the 
intellectual, and the lowest form of the divine, causing 
its possessor to be a "maker" of things, most like God; 
a "declarer" who speaks the highest law in tones like 
the sound of many waters, and with a splendor as pure 
and pervading as the light of heaven. 

It is the quality of genius to flow, while plodding 
talent has a constant tendency to freeze. He who is 
blessed with the fi~st, passes through life as a broad and 
placid river trayerses continents, and, in its calm but 
irresistible course, reflects. every· natural charm. Ben 
Jenson possessed an,extraordinary opulenoe of thought; 

~ .. , 
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but it was the produce of the amassing power of talent, 
not, as in Shakspeare, the creative power of genius. 
Materials, which, in the hands of talent, are but herbs 
and crude metal,-papyrus and bronze,-by the magical 
touch of genius are elevated into stupendous archi
tecture, temples that outlive the Pyramids, around which 

thE' deluere of ao-es roal'S in vain. ,/ '0 ·0 

Talent accomplishes results with slow toil, like Cali-

ban; while genius \vorks its spontaneous wonders like 
the wand of Pro"spero. The traces of talent are dis
covered by the l3earcher after excellence; but genius 
stri,kes us like the lightning, without the eye being 
obliged to look [o.r it. It illumines every thing with its 

own broad clear flash. Genius is daring, thinks for 
itself, and pursues its ends out of the beaten track; 
while talent plods on after the manner and dictum of 
others, .and ~s applauded only by critics of the same 

taste and mental calibre. 
Talent takes impressions from beautiful objects; 

genius creates its own originals. Talent collects data 
and from them deduces conclusions; genius overleaps 
the intermediate process and reaches the same result by 
intuition. Ne\vton had genius, and it discovered the 
law of gniiVitution; he also had talent, and with this he 
proved it. The higher attribute is necessary to render 
one great in his own presence; the other must be em
ployed to render 8'ne useful to the world. Without the 
sun, the universe is a chaos; genius kindles an original 

flame, and talent walks in the light the1'eo£ 
Exact definitions of these qualities are difficult, but 

Ames was certainly not entirely wrong when he said 
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that, "talent might be compared to a bee, gathering. 

hon.ey ~rom every flower, but creating none; while 
gellIus IS like a spider, it spins from its own bowels." 

We. may add that genius is insatiable, and becomes 

vigorous in proportion as it is appropriately fed. Like 

the Ph~nix, vvhich rises'renovated from its own ashes. or 

the vitals of Prometheus which grew as fast as the ~uI
tures devoured them, the finer powers of the soul become 

purified by the flames they traverse, and are strengthen

ed by the struggles they endure Lord Brougham is 

an orator of talent, but Fisher Ames was the orator of 
genius. 

CHAPTER. XIII. 

WILLIAM PINKNEY, 

THE ACCO~IPI.lSIHD COL':"<SlCLLOI: .. 

SERJEAl\T TALFOED, one of t1:e rno"t e1ega'lt scholar;3 

and ~blela\Yyers 110W practi~iilg in \Vestminster Hall, 

has said that there is no pursuit in life which apperrl's 

more captivating at a distc1l1ce tban the profesc;ion of the 

bar. "It is the great axenue to political ini1ueDce anu 

reputation; its honors are nmong the moc:t splf'ndicl 

which can be attained in a free Slate; and its cmoLl

ments and privile<:!"es are exhibited as prize::;, to be con-G .. 

tested freely by all its rnernbers. Its :mnals celebrate 

many indi\'iduals wbo have risen ii'om the IOin'st ranks 

of the people, by fortunate coincidence, or by patient 

labor, to \,"ealth [\nd station, and hln-e k Le:con1c tho 

founders 'of .fortunate fam.ilies. If the young aspirant 

perceives, even in his hasty und s~mguine glance, that 

SOlnething depends OIl fortuitolls circumstances, the con

viction only renders the pursuit more invitir;g, by adding 

the fascinations of a game of cha~)ee to those of a trial 

of skill. 

principle 

its more 

If he is forced to cor&~ss that a sacrifice or 
is occasionally required of the candidate for 

lucrative situations, he glories in the pride of 

"-:;. 
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un tempted virtue, and pictures himself generously re
sisting the bribe which would give him riches' and 
authority in exchange for conscious rectitude and the 
approbation of the good and the wise. W~hile he sees 
nothing in the distance, but glorious success, or more 
glorious self-denial, he feels braced for the severest exer
tion; nerved for the fiercest struggle; and regards every 
throb of an impatient ambition as a presage of viid~6:ry.:" 

Among the early, persevering and triumphant devo
tees at the shrine of Thermis, in America, William 
Pinkney, of Maryland, stands pre-eminent. He was 
born at Annapolis, on the 17th of March, 1764. His 
father was an Englishman and a tory, but the son .early 
avowed his ardent attachment to republican liberties, 
and to the Tast struggled for the independence which in 
boyhood he espoused. . 

.. He commenced his Jaw studies in the office of Justice 
Chase, in 1783, and· was called to the bar in 1786. His 
first efforts commanded public admiration, and to the 
minds of the sagacious foretokened eminent success .. 
At that time the law o.f real property, and the science of 
special plea~ing, .wer~ the two great departments of 
legal study, and In these he was -considered accurate 
and profound. "His style of speaking," gay~;W'heaton, 
"was marked 'by an easy flow of natural eloquence and 
a happy choice of language. His vd'ice was very melo
dious, and seemed a most winI'l:ing -accompani~ent to 
his pure and effective.diction. His elocution :,Was calm 
and placid-the vel''! contrast to that strenuous, vehe

me~t, and emphatic manner, which he subsequerttly 
adopted." 

I 
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In 178H, Mr. Pinkney removed to Harford County, 
where he practiced bis: profession, and in 1788, ,vas 
ele~ted a delegate to the State Convention which rati
fied the Constitution of the United States. In the same 
year, he was elected to represent the county of Harford 
in the House of Delegates, which position he continued 
to oecupy until 1792, when he removed to Annapolis. 
In 1;~~$9~ he married Miss Ann Maria Rodgers, sister to 
Com;nodore Rodgers, the celebrated ornament of our 
navy. 

"Thile in the State legislature, Pinkney distinguished 
himBelfin several important debates. In 1789 he made 
an admirable speech on the voluntary emancipation of 
slaves, nearly the whole of which has been preserved. 
The followinO" are brief extracts which illustrate his 

b 

eharacter and exemplify his style: 
" The door to freedom is fenced about with such bar

barous caution, that a stranger would be naturally led 
to believe that our statesmen considered the existence of 
its opposite among us as the sine qua non of our pros
perity; or, at least, that they regarded it as an act of the 
most atrocious criminality to raise an humble bondsman 
from the dust, and plaee him on the' stage of life on a 
level with their citizens. 

".E tern al infamy awaits the abandoned miscreants, 
whose ·selfish soulg'could ever prompt them to rob un~ 
hapl"Y Afric of her sons, and freight them hither by 
thousands' to poison the fair Eden of. liberty with the 
rank weed of individual bondage! 

"Sir, i:t is. really matter.of astonishment to me that 
the people of Maryland do not -blush at the very name of 

15* 
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freedom. That th lIb h ey W 10 lave, y t e deliberate acts 
o~ their legislature, treated her most obvious dictates 

wIth oo.ntempt; who have exhibited for a 10ng series of 

years,·a spectacle of slavery which they are still solicit

ous to perpetuate; who, not content with exposing to 

the ,:,"orld for near a century, a speaking picture of 

abommable oppression, are still ingenious to prevent the 

hand of generosity from robbing it of half its Jl~~~rs'; 
t~at they should step forward as the zealou~ p t;:1h

> ~Ii: f :; ar lzans. 0 

fl:eedorn, cannot but astonish 3, person who is not ~~s-
mst enough to reconcile antipathies. 

"For shame, sir! let us throw off the mask, 'tis a cob

w~b one at best, and the world will see through it. It 
wlll, not do thus to talk like philosophers, and act like 
unrelenting tyrants' to be perpetual! .. 

o , Y sermomZIDO" 
with liberty for our text, and actual oppression for ou~ 
commen tary." 

In 1792, Mr. Pinkney was elected a member of th 
E . C . e 

xecutIve ounClI of Maryland; in which office he re-
mained until November 1795 when he r' d h· . ". eSlgne IS 
seat as PreSIdent of the Board, to assume still hi h 
ft· h· g er 
u~ct~ons to W ICh he had been appointed. During all 

thIS. tIme he was exceedingly assiduous in study, and rose 
rapIdlv to the head of the bar and to a d· to' . h d 

o : ,< IS mgms e 
rank m the public councils of his native State. Mr 
Walsh, speaking of this period of Pinkney's li£ <;;I 7 • 

" I-r e, ua} s, 
.IS acuteness, dexterity, and zeal in the transaction of 

busmess; his readiness, spirit, and vigor in debate· th 
b t d·h ' e ~au y an fIC ness of his fluent -elocution, adorned 

'~lt~ the finest imagery drawn from classical lore and a 

VIVId fancy; the manliness of his figure and the energy 

, JI 
o ,-

347 

of his mien, united with a sonorous and flexible voice, 

and a general :mimation and gracefql deliyery, 'were the 

qualities by whicb he attained this eleyated standing." 

In 1'"'190, he was selected by President '\Va'Shington 

as one of the Commissioners on the part of the United 

States, under the 7th article of Jay's treaty \vitlI Great 

Britain. After some hesitation he accepted the trust, 

anq,L~t'nba.rked for London, where he arrived in July, 

1796?"" His services abroad \vere of a difficult character, 

but were executed with great care and success. In 
1804, hn returned to his country, and with enlarged 

cap~cities and renewed zeal entered again upon the toils 

of his IJfofession. During his diplomatic mission abroad, 

he \vas far from relaxing his forensic studies. Like 
Homer's hero, though withdmwn from the field a \-vhile, 

his arm wos not in the 8lightest unnerved by inrlolent 

repose. He obtained in retirement a full suit of Vulca-

nian armor, and renewed the conflict with fresh strength, 

\vith a facility and force of action more propitious to the 

combatant than unremitted hattIe might.have proved. 

He returned to the American bar and Senate, to "shed 

lustre upon letters, renown upon Congress, glory on the 

countrv." 
Soo~ after Mr. Pinkney's return from England, he 

removed to Baltimore, and commenced attending the 

Supreme Court at Washington. In 1805, he was ap

P9inted Attorney-General of Maryland, and may be 

considered as having then entered upon the widest 

sphere of professional honor and emolument. At thi~ 
poi}:)t, let us more minutely analyze his character, and 

consider the instrumentalities he employed. 
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Like all proficients in every profession who win a 
wide and enduring fame, Pinkney laid his foundation 
deep and strong, in a truly liberal education. In early 
manhood his classical training was imperfect, but in ma
ture life he abundantly repaired all deficiencies. An 
anecdote is related of him which strikingly illustrates his 
character in this respect. "Then at the Court of St. 
James, he was dining in company with Burke, Sheridan, 
Fox, ,and a hOft of great names, when a discussion ~rose 
upon a passage in Virgil. All of the guests expressed 
their opinions but Mi". Pinkney, and as he had said 
nothing, pro or con., they appealed to him as umpire. 
He had to confess his. ignorance of the Latin Janguage ; 
but when he left the comfJany, he sent immediately for 
a teacher, and commenced the study of it. The result 
was, that, amid all the tumultuous cares of exalted sta
tions, he continued to prosecute the study of ancient 
literature and became eW accomplished classical scho1clr. 
He accustomed himself to acute observation and un
tiring app1ic~tion. Abroad, as weB as at home, he 
emulated the best modelS', and wa,s ambitious of. the 
highest honors. He was as unremitting in his search 
for the elements of oratorical power and professional 
celebrity, as ever was alchymist in pursuit of his golden 
secret. This is always a happy omen, since, as Johnson 
has said;. "Men's ambition is generally proportioned to 
theire:apaeity. Prov3denceseldom sends anyone into 
the world with .an inclination to 'attempt great things, 
who has notli'kewise abilities to perform them," . 

Eut:'QUl' renowed countrymMl's heart did not only 
" run o~er in silent worship of the great o40Id;!' he was: 

It 

~ t, 
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assiduous in winning excellence from the most promi
nent among his cotemporaries. His residence in Lon
don, in intimate connection with the most distinguished 
masters of the bench and bar, was of great service in 
consummating Mr. Pinkney's forensic education. When
ever his diplomatie duties allowed, he was constant in 
attendance in all the higher courts, and critical in his 
anal}~sis of all the proceedings. Hence, when he re
turned to the American bar, it was observed that he had 
lost nothing in legal attainment by absence, but had 
gained immensely. He resumed his position in the lists, 
completely armed at every point. 

The two men abroad who stood highest in Pinkney's 
esteem, and the latter of whom he not only admired but 
imitated, were Sir William Scott, and Mr. Erskine. 
According to the following estimate of Scott, by Lord 
Brougham, no jurist was worthier of being emulated. 
"Sir VVilliam Scott's learning, extensive and profound 
in all professional matters, was by no means confined 
within that range. He was amply and accurately en
dowed with a knowledge of all history of all times; 
richly provided with the literary and the personal por
tion of historical lore; largely furnished with stores of 
the more curious and r.econdite knowledge which judi
cious stud~nts of antiquity, and judicious students only, 
are found to amass; and he possessed a rare facility of 
introducing such matters felicitously for the illustration 
of an argument or a topic, whether in debate or in more 
familiar conversat'ion., But he was above the pedantry 
which disdains the gratification of a more ordinary and 
cvery-day.cwiosity. No one had more knowledge of 
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the common aHb.irs of lift·· and it '''as t < II t' J, ,,< a d 'Imes a Cur-
ren~ ~~serv.ati0n" that the person who firs{ saw any sight 

eXlllbltmg m London, be it production of "nature or of 
art <>r of artifice, was' Sir vVilliam Scott-'who could 

always steal for such relaxations an hour from settlinrr 
the rrravest qu ( h I b 

• IS.' e~ IOns t at cou d be raised on the rigbts 
~f natIOns or the ecclesiastieaI law of the land. Ab~\Te 
all, he was a'person of (J' t 1 . I' .; . . ,orea C aSSICa attall1mentS:'~i'· Of 
d:ctlOD, he,vas among the greatest masters, in all but its 
~)Ighest department of energetic declamation and fervent 
Imagery." 

P~~babIy few devotees ever adorned and emulated 

t~e god .of t~eir id?latry," so passionately as did Mr. 

Pmkney hIS fnend, the great forensic orator, Erskine 

~e had learned much from tbe severe dialectics 'of 
Scott; he was thoroughly enruT.ltured by tbe t' 

. . t', mas eny 
arg~me~ts ~nd appeals of Erskine. He had ofteni1eard 

of. hun I.n bI,S happiest efforts;' and seems never to have 

lost the m~plration 'which he imbibed as a spectator of 
th~ splendId. strife .. ' Nothing is, more natural to gifted 

rnm~'S than InsensIbly tD imitate what they habitually 
admIre. Intentionally or unintentionallv it l·S. "II 
k, 1. • ", we 
~o wn t~a~ Pmkney had caught many of the peculiar 

all'S ~~ hIS great model. Talking one day t.o a feHow 
p~'actltlOner about Erskine, he started up and' said, "I'JI 
gIve you a specimen of his manner ,; " Ancl " h' b' . ., says IS 
mtherlawyer, "it was an admirable speeimen' f 

Mr .. Pinkney.'·' -0 

.Emulation ofliving masters is doubtJess'a go d . Oprac-
hce, when the best models are selected, and theil- fauIt 

are avoided.' But, unfortunately, the' excrescence: 

,. 

,~ 
r 
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which are most prominent and least valuable, are ordi. 

narilv the first copied. Herein is the danger, since no " , . 
one can ever be great by imitation alone. Mr. Pinkney, 

however, possessed extraordinary natural abilities, and 

did· not incur dangers .so great as those that throl1ten 

mediocrity wheneyer imitation is indulged. Moreover, 

the model he chose to adopt, was second to none then 

extant. "The eloquence of Lord Erskine," says a 

distinguished critic, " was of a very high order. Though 

never deficient in any o( those qualities, it, was not 

indebted for its excellence either to beauty of diction, 

or to richness of ornament, or to felicity of illustlation ; 

-it was from its unrivalled strength and vigor that it 

derived its superior character. The intenseness, the 

earnestness, the vehemence, thG energy of the advocate, 

were ever present throughout his speechc<!, impressing 

his a~uments upon the mind of the hearer with a 
force which seemed to compel conviction. Throughout 

even the longest of hi·s speeches there is no weakness, 

no failing, no flagging; but the same Jiyely statement 

of facts, the same spirited and· pointed exposition of 

argument. He never gave way to what he has happily 

termed" the \Vestminster Hall necessity"-of filling up 

his speech with common-places; but invariably pre

sented his subject in some striking or brilliant ~ight, 

which never failed to. rivet the attention, and to work 

upon the convictions. of his audience." 
Mr: Pinkpey possessed uncommon powers, cultivated 

with incessant care, and directed always towal'd the 

the grand aims of his profession.. He had great power 

in dealing, with facts, a facility in arraying- and sifting 

;, 
) 

i.· 
.. ~ 

i 
:1 
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evidence, and in arguing upon probabilities, which few 
or none could either anticipate or -subve~t. Among 
other eminent attributes, he was especially distinguished 
for one which a high authority has dec1anid that even 
Burke did not possess,-fierce, nervous, overwhelming 
declamation, and close, rapid argument. His career as 
an orator was a briUiant commentary -on the lines of 
Percival: 

" l\fen are maue to bend 
Before the mighty, and to follow on 

Submissive where the I~reat may lead-tne great, 
W~ose might i.'l not in crowns a~ld palaces, 
In parchment rolls or blazoned heraldry, 
But in the power of thought, the energy 
Of unsupported mind, whose steady will 

No f~ce can daunt, no tangled path divert 
From its high-omvard purpose." 

The ambition which always seemed to actuate this 
great man at the bar was complex' interest in the fate 
of his crient, and the promotion of his own fame. 
Undoubtedly, he was ambitious, as who that is worthy 
of esteem and. destined to win it is not ?But his 
aspirations were honorable, and -bent towards the· goal 
of untarnished glory, rather. than "to the accumulation 
of sordid pelf. In his letters on the study of History, 
add~essed to the great grandson of the Earl of Clarendon, 
Bolingbroke, after spe-aking of the profession of the law 
as ," in its nature the noblest and most aeneficial to 
mankind, in its abuse and dlj'ba-sement, theinGst -sordid 
and the );nost pernicious," makes the following remarks, 
both <eloquent and true ~ "There hare been h:rwyers -that 

'" " 

WILLIAM PINKNEY. 353 

were orators, philosophers, historians,-ther~ have been 
B d ClarendoDs my lord There "V ill be none acons an, ,. . . 
such any more, tin, in some better ag~, true a~bltlOn, 

or the love of fame, prevails over avance, and till men 
find leisure and encouragement to prepare themselves 
for the exercise of this profession, by climbing up .to the 

d ' so my Lord Bacon calls it, of SCIence; 'vantage groun , . 
instead of grovelling all their lives below III .a mean, b~t 
painful application to all the little acts ~f chICane. :lll 
this happen, the profession of the law w~ll scarce desel ve 
to be ranked among the learned professIOns; and wh~n
ever it happens, one of the' vantage grounds,' t~ w~1Ch 

t 1· b's metaphvsical and the other hlstoncal, men mus c nTI ,I .J' 

knowledge." 
Mr. Pinkney's mind was sufficiently acute to master 

the nicest metaphysics of la\v, and in this de~artment 
he greatly excelled. Early in life, special pleadmg \~as 
his DJrte, and to the last he encountered no supenor. 
He was often most eloquent on questions the m~st 
abstruse, as in the elucidation of great principles whlC.h 
involved black-letter precedents and feudal lore. Of hIS 
personal appearance and professional excellence, no 
- as better qualified to speak than Justice Story, one w . 1 ' 
and the following is his estimate of Mr. Pm mey s 
character: 

"For the last ten years of his life, he was never 
supposed, by anyone, to be excelled by a~y other 
advocate, and rarely deemed to be equalled.. .1~JS person 
.vas strong, compact, and musc~lar, exhlbItmg great 
vigor of action, with no' small grace. and ~a:e of ~ove-

HI's countenance, without bemg stnkmgly mterment. 
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esting for its intelligence, or suavity, was manly and 
open; ~rid, when excited by any discussion, was capable 
of the most powerful and various expression, suited, at 
once, for the playfulness of wit, the indignation: of 
re~ent~ent or the solemn dignity of argumentation. 

Hl~. ~lYl:i was singularly subtle and penetrating, equally 
rapId In Its conceptions, and felicitous in the exposition 
of the truths Ivhich it was employed to develope or 
analyze. In native genius, or, in other words, in the 
pow'er to invent, seled, illustrate, and combine lopics 
for th~ purposes of argument, few men have been his 
superiors. But he did not rely exclusivelv on the 
:'es~urces of .his genius. lIe chastened, impr~ved, and 
mVlgornted It by constant studv, and laborious disci. 
pline. He was from early life ~a diligent student, not 
only of the law, but of genera! literature, and especiall" 
of classical literature. fIe ,vas ambitious to be ndt 
o.nly a good, but an exact scholar; not only a persua
SIve, but an elegant writer; not only a splendid but a 
solid" sp8&ke~; full of matter, as well as of met~phor; 
abJe to convll1ce, as well as to instruct and please: His 
professio~al learning was very extensive, deep, and 
accurate. It "vas the gradual accumulation of nearly 
forty years' steady devotion to the science, as \vell :s 
practice, of jurisprudence. He pOssessed· a minute 
acquaintance with the ancient common law. hs,tech

~ical ~rinci.pJes, and feudal peculiarities, ... its quaint 
l11ustratlOns, Its subtle distinctioBs" and its artificial, but 
nice logic, .v.ere all familiar to his earJy thoughts, ~nd 
enabled him; in the later periochs of his life, to expound 
the abstruse dOG,trines of modern tenures and titles , 

.} 
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with [[reat facility and perspicuity. But his studies 
were ~ot confined to mere researches into the doctrines 
of the old law. His reading was very extensive in all 
the~departmel1ts of modern jurisprudence; and his 
practice, which was, ,perhaps, more various than that of 
any other American lawyer, led him to a daily applica
tion of all his learning, in the actual business of the 
forum. Few men, in our country, had attained so 
exact, thorough, and methodized a knO\vledge as he of 
the general principles of the Law of N ariolls; of the 
doctrines of the Prize and Ad miralty Courts; of the 
broad and various foundations of equity, juri3prudence, 
and of the admirable theories, as ,vell as practical 
developments, of all the branches of }\1aritime and 
Commercial Law." 

Justice Story goes on to speak of Mr. Pinkney's 
thorough mastery of Constitutional Lmv, m1d of his 
frequel~t exemplifications of exalted patriotism, but our 
limits will not admit of farther quotation, except a few 
sentences on his oratorical manner. "It was original, 
impressive, and vehemeNt. He had some natural and 
some acquired defects, which tllude him, in some degree, 
fall short~ of that exquisi te conception of the i magi nation, 
a perfect orator. His voice was thick and guttural. It 
rose and fell ,vith little 1Inelody and softening of tones, 
and \vas, occasionally, abrupt and harsh in its intona
tions, and wanting in liquidness and modulation.·These, 
hO\vever, were venial fanlts, opelil. to observation, indeed, 
but soon forgotten by tho~ who listened to his instructive 
and persuasive reasoning.; for no man could hear him 
for any length of time without being led captive by his 
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eloquence. His imagination was rich and inventive; 
his taste, in general, pure alld critical; and his memory 
uncommonly exact, full, and retentive. He attained a 
complete mastery of the whole compass of the English 
language; and, in 1:he variety of use, as "veIl as the 
ehoice of diction, for all the purposes of his public labors, 
he possessed a marvelous felicity;. It gave to his style 
an air of originality, force, copiousness, and expressive
ness, ,vhich . struck the most careless observer. His 
power of amplification and illustration, whenever these 
were appropriate to his purpose, seemed almost inex
baustible; though he possessed, at the same time, the 
power of condensation, both of thought and language, 
to a most uncommon degree." 

It would be easy to adduce passages fi'om Mr. Pink
ney's printed remains to justify the above remarks on 
the substance and manner of his speech. Take the 
:~:)lIovving from his celebrated reply to Mr. King on the 
Missouri Question: "Time, that wi thers the strength 
of man and' strews al'ound him, like autumnal leaves, 
the ruins of his proudest monuments,' produees great 
vicissitudes in modes of thinking and feeling. It brings 
along with it, in its progress, new circumstances-new 
combinations and modifications of the old-· generating 
new views, motives, and capnites-"Ilew faaaticisms of 
endless. variety-in short, new every thi'ng. We our
selves are always changing-and what to-day'we have 
but a small desire to· attempt, to-morrow becomes -the 
object of our passi,onate aspirations. 

"There is su<;::p-,a thing as enthusiaj3rn, metral, Feligious, 
or political, or. a ~compound of 611 three ;-and it is won:. 

"~~I'I,I' 
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derful what it will attempt, and from what imperceptible 
beainninO's it sometimes rises into a mighty agent. 

'-" b ' 

Risina: from some obscure or unknown source, it first 
sho·w; itself a petty rivulet, which scarcely murmurs. 
over the pebbles that obstruct its way-then it swells 
into a fierce torrent, bearing all before it-and then 
again, like some mountain stream which occasional 
rains have precipitated upon the valley, it sinks once 
mOl:e into a rivulet, and finally leaves its channel dry. 
Such a thing has ,happened. I do not say that it is now 
happening. It would not become me to say so, But 
if it should occur, woe to the unlucky territory that 
should be struggling to make its way into the Union at 
the moment ,vhen the opposing inundation was at its 
heig)1t, and at the same instant this wide :Mediterranean 
of discretionary powers, which it seems is ours, should 
open all its sluices and, with a consentaneous rush. 
mino'le with the turbid waters of the others." 

1:1 

The best preserved argument ever delivered in the 
Supreme Comt, by Mr. Pinkney, was the famous one 
in' the case of the ship Nereide. It was evidently pre-· 
par.t~d ,vith great care, and surviving witnesses attest 
that it was delivered vvith great effect. 

" With menacing hand, 

Put forth as in the action of command, 
And eyes, that darted their red lightning down." 

Weare told· tha.t Lord Erskine, like many other. 
characters of uncommon acuteness, haQ. a morbidsensi
bilityto the circumstances of 'the morn~t, which some
times strangely enfeebled his presence of mind; any 

;, l' 
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app~~arance of neglect in his audience, a cough, a ya·wn, 

or a. vvhisper, eyen among the mixed multitude .of the 

eourts, and strong as he \vas there, bas been known to 

disturb him visibly. Pi11kney had much of this acute 

sensibility, and something of its ~~eakness; but in him it 

was manifested in an extraordinary attention to the 

eleganeie~;; of dress. l;Vhen he had a cause of momentous 

interest to condu::t, he elabmated every thing before

hand \'Vith the utrnost care, and came before the supreme 

tribunal chastely, but. richiy adorned \vithin and without. 

Conceive him, dressed in the top of fashion, perfumed, 

and gloved, in oratorical attitude, \vith the most impe

rious air, delivering the foUo\ving passage, vi'hile the 

foam starts at his mouth and adds terror to his action 

anJ look: "I entreat your honors to endeavor a per

soniJlcation of this motley notion, and to forgi.ve me for 
presuming to intim.ate, thliit if; after you have achieved 

it, you pronounce the notion to be correct, you "vill 
have gone a great \vay to prepare us, by the authority 

of your opinion, to receive as credible history the 

WOtst parts of the m'yfhology of the Pagan world. The 

Centaur and the Proteus of antiquity will be fabulous 

no longer. The prosopopCBia to which I invite you is 

scarcely, inde~d, within the power of fancy, even in her 

most riotous nnd capricious' mood, ·when she is best 

able a.nd most disposed, to force incompatibilitie::; into 

fleeting and shado,vy combination. but if you can 

aceornplish it, it will give you something like the kid 

and the Ii OIl , the Jamb and the tiger portentously incor

porated, with f~city and meekness co-existent in the 

(' 
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result, and (,flua1 as motives of acti0l1. It will giye you 

a modern Amaz()I1, mO;'e strangely constituted t.han 

those with whom nncient fable peopled the borders of 

the Thermodon-her ,'oiee compounded of the tre

mendous shout of the Minerva of Horner and the 

gentlt~ accents of a slJepherdess of Arcadia-\yith all the 

facultlE's and inclinn.tions of turbulent and mn.sculine 

'Val', and all the retiring modesty of virgin Peace. 

\Ve shall have in one rJorsonarre the 7J/wretrata Camilla 
u j 

of the iE~leid, and the Pencian maid of the MetamOT-

phosis. ,Vo shall haye Neutrality, soft and gentle, and 
• /'. 1 • I If' . d' \ 1 f aelcncCJE'SS 1111[:1':::C , ~,-et CIa m L10 panOplY 0,. her 

vmrlike: neighbo;'s-with the frown of defiance upon her 

brO\v, and the .smile of conciJintion upon her lip-with 

the spear of Achilles m one J1[lnd and :1 lying protesta

tion of innocence and helplessness unfolded in the other. 

Nay, if 1 may he allowed so bold;) figure in a mere 

legal dL,cu~:"ion, \','3 shall have the hr[lnch of olive 

entwined around the bolt of Jove, :1l1d Neutrality in 

the act of hurling tbe former, under the deceitful cover 

of the btter." 

The above is a fine instance of the tram-format:on of 

g1etaphors· into arguments; for ,1S copious as the ·figures 

3re, it \,,·ilI be found, on consulting the matters under 

discus;;ion, that none of them are impertinent, provided 

the posi lion assumed is correct. This, unfortunately 

for the eloquent advocate in this instance, was not the 

fact. The ethereal intellect of Chief Justice Marshall 

detected the sophism, and beautifully interpreted the 

law in its relation to this case. But t~~ magnificence 

I' I' 
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of the speech. overruled imparted something of its 

charms to the judgment of the court, as it was rendered 
b>y its chief in language like the following: 

"VVith a pencil dipped in the most vivid colors, and 

guided by ~he hand of .a, master, a splendid portrait has 

been drawn, exhibiting this vessel and her freighter as 
formincr a sing:le fig:ure, composed of the most, discord-

t:l t' 1.......' 

ant materials of Peace and "Var. So exquisite was the 

skill of the artist, so dazzling the garb in which the 

figure was presented, that it required the exercise of that 

cold :lnvestigating faculty which ought always to belong 

to those who sit on this bench, todisc6ver its only im

perfe,ction-its want of resemblance. 

" ']'he N ereide has not that centaur-like appearance 

which ~as been ascribed 1.0 her. She does not rove 

over the ocean, hurling the thunders of war, while 

sheltered by the olive branc'h of peace. She is an open 

a,nd declared belligerent; claiming all the rights, and sub

ject to all the dangers, of the belligerent character. The 

charactexs of the vessel and cargo remain as distinct in 
this as in any other case." 

Mr. Pinkney was every way a patriot. When the 

British, under General Ross, meditated an attack on 
\Vashingtor;, he accepted the command of a voh,lDteel' 

corps:, and marched to Bladensburg, where he was 

~evereJy wounded. 
In March, 1816, he was again caJIed to the diplomatic 

serviee of his country, being induced to accept the ap
pointment of Minister Plenipotentiary to tRe court of 

Rus&ia, a.nd of 1Recial Minister to that of Naples. Soon 

after this double mission had been conferred upon him, 
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in a conversation \"ith OD.e of his friends, he said: 
"There are those \'\;ho yvonder that I will go abroad, 

ho\vever honorable the service. They kno\y not how I 

toil at the bar; they know not all my anxious days and 

s·leepless nights; 1 must breathe awhile; the bow for 

ever bent vvill break;" "besides," he added," I want to 
see .;Italy; the orators of Britain I have heard, but I 

\vant to vi::iit tbat clai;:sic land, the study of whose poetry 

and eloquence is the charm of my life; I shall set my 

foot on i.tE shores with feelings that r cannot describe, 

and return with new enthusiasm, I hope new advantages, 

to the habits or puhlie speaking." 

This is the Ian [~'lla1;~:e of a true man and a true devotee 
1_.' c. 

at the shrine of excellence. He v\'ho does the most, is 

the least vain of his ,.vork. Genius, like the Apostle 

Paul, loob beyond the present, and sees things indescri-
1:mble. The ILiad, the Parthenon, York l\finster, the 

Transfigarationof the Yatican, and the Oratorio of 

Creation, 'ivhen e~:eeuted, were thro"m behind their 

authors a::: incomplere embodiments of their thought. 

No true orator yet .\\'as ever satisfied with his best 

achieverpents. ~[,he greatest triumphs never make the 

CODSummate hero vain, for he has a vivid perception of 

the immen.se interval that lies between what he does, 

and what he conceives ought to be done. 
In 1818:, lVIr. Pinkney solicited his recall from Russia, 

which:, being granted, he entered with fresh zeal upon 

the practiee of hIs profession in the Supreme Court. 
In 1820, .he took his seat in the American Senate, ~hore 

he displayed extraordinary abilities, while he still eon~ 

ducted an immense l~l!w bl\sines:;;, "The suocess which 
H\ 

1.1 , II I ".:I, I I 
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attended him every where," says his biographer, "'was as 
much theeifect of extraordinary diligence and labol' as 

of his genius and rare endowments of mind. He was 
never satisfied with investigating h:is causes, and toc;>k 
infinite pains in explaining" theirfUcts and cir(;um~ 
stances, and all the technical learning connected ,,,-jth 
them. He constantly continued the pl'actiee of private 

decl~mation as a useful e~:ereise, and "vas in the habit 

of premeditating his pleadings at the bar, and his o.ther 
public speeches,--not onl}· as to the general order or 

. method to be' observed in treating 11is subject, the 
authorities to he relied on, and the leading topics of 
illustration, but frequently as to the principal passages 

and rhetorical embellishments. These he sometirnes 
wrote out beforehand; not that he \,·as deficient in 

facility or fluency, but in order to presence the com

mand of a correct and elegant diction." 
Mr. Pinkney continued his professional :labors at the 

Ression of the Court in 18~~:2, ,,,ith the intensest 3pplica~ 

tion and desire of success. On the 17th of February, 
he was attacked by a severe indisposition, brought on, 
doubtless, by great exertion in preparing for an impor
tant debate. On the 25th of the same month he expired, 

and was entombed in the Ctmgressional burying-ground. 
Richard Henry VVilde, a great and good man, recently 
a victim to the pest in Ne\v Orleans, thus speaksof him 

in his" Stars of the Fourteenth Congress.~' " There was 

a gentleman from Marylancl., whose ashes now sleep in 

our- cemetery. It is not long since I stood by his tomb, 
~nd-recaned him, as he was then, in all the pride a-nd 
power of his genius. Among the first of his countrymen 
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and cotemporaries as a jurist and statesman, first as an 
orator, he was, if not truly eloquent, the prince of rhe
toricians. Nor did the soundness of his logic suffer 
any thing by a comparison with the richness and classi~ 
cal purity of the language in which he copiously poured 
forth. those figurative illustrations of his argument, which 
enforced while they adorned it. But let others pro

nounce his eulogy. I must not. I feel as if his mighty 

spirit still haunted the scene of his triumphs, and, when 

I dared to wrong them, indignantly rebuked rne." 
Awcd by this solemn dissuasive from a critical judg

ment on the Inerits of the departed master v;hose pro~ 

fessional character ,ve have attempted briefly to de~ 
line ate, it is indeed difl1cuIt any farther to proceed. 

But it is because the subject OJ this sketch was so 

admirable as a \"hole, that we should the more carefully 
scan the d('.g~·ee and complexion of his faults. No 
one is perfeet, and the imperfections of the best are 

the most instructiye of all. It was not from the pro~ 
ductions of mediocrity, but from the nwster-pieees of 
EuripideE: and Phidias, that the refined critics of Greece 

took their exampIes of error. "Go to the Parthenon," 
said the sculptor to his aspiring pupil, "and find not 
\vhat bunglers but what great men ha,"e left undone." 

'Ve have seen that after Mr. Pinkney's long residence 
in Lo~don, and habitual attendance in Westminster 
Hall, he adopted a mode of "address much more violent 
than that which g(aced the beginning of his public 
career. In the opinion of many judicious persons, the 
change was no improvement, and the elegance of his 

elocution did not keep pace with the augmentation of 
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his intellectual stores. One who studied him much and. 
wisely, has said that "his mind was of an order that 
could. rather acquire than create. Argumentative and 
subtle; his figures of speech, his flights of fancy, cost 
him -more labot than his argument; he almost always 
wrote them out, and committed them to memory. His 
fancy,did not gl'OW out of his subject, like the leaf from 
the summer bough; it was rather stuck on it, like a 

flower in a cap, for display; and a certain chilliness 

reminded us that it w~s a hot-house plant-a forced 

cultivation. Yet as a lawyer, I know not his superior; 

and no man could do better than to confide his case to 
Mr. Pinkney-because he never neglected it, through 

indolence, pleasure, or inattention; and, if he took it in 

hand, he attended to it, not more for emolument, than 
for success and fame." This is explicit, and, without 

doubt, just. From all we can learn, he *as generally 
most frigid \vhen he was most vociferous. This is 
usually the case. Unlike the dread scene at Sinai, the 
lightnings blaze and the thunders crash, but no law is 

delivered. Like begets like. When noisy declamation 
proceeds from the head rather th;n the heart, it is the 
heau only that "it will reach. He was e~udite in legal 
knovvledge, jngenious and stringent in argument, some

times fancifu.l to excess, but not often truly imp3:ssioned. 
His tumult was more like the falling of an avrtanche 
than the bur.sting of a volcano. 

The practice of accurate premeditation and careful 
composition, we have several times observed, was 
habitual with Mr. Pinkney. In this respect he was 

directly. opposed to that great master of the English 
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forum, whom in many traits he resembled, Charles 
J arnes Fox. Brougham says of the latter that, "One of 
his worst speeches, if not his worst, is that upon Francis, 
Duke of Bedford; and it is known to be almost the only 
one he ever much prepared, and the only one he ever 
corrected for the press." But that such careful prepara

tum ol1ers no necessary impediment to the most enrap
turing oratory is evident from the example of Sheridan. 

It is notorious that he never made a speech of any im
portance, "without first writing out its main points and 

most thrilling passages over and over ngain. Indeed, 
when his affairs beiJame so deranged as to forbid such 
minute and elabora1e preparation, he ceased to speak in 

public altogether. Still, in the instance of our country
man, the fastidiousness of his taste mny have chilled the 
fervor of his emotions. That which serves best in a 
'written disquisition is often least effective in spoken 
discourse. It has been said that a didactic poet is a 
contradiction in terms; the rernark is equally true in 
respect to didactic eloquence. In a popular audience, 

it is never pet:rniHed to make the hearer a mere pas

sive listene~,;'.,~his presence must be felt by the speaker, 
and he mti.i.~':not only be identified with the passing 

scene but kindled into sympathy by direct personal 

appe.als. 
Afistotle, speaking of certain old philosophers, com-

pared them to undisciplined gladiators, who strike at 
random instead of riaht forward, and therefore fight 

." . <::> 

with httle-.,~ff~t, though they may occasionally deal a 
powerful blo~. "~Ol1r hero was too well trained to strike 
much at random, and he had too much force in all his 
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wen-aimed blows to fail in felling his unwary antagonist 
to the ground. From the ordinary placidity which 
characterizes the forensic eloquence of our age, Pink
ney as widely differed, as the style of Addison differs 
from that of Dryden. The former has been liken. 
ed,to a clear and transparent stream, whose motion is 
too gentle to rume the surface or sully the purity of its 
waters; whilst that of Dryden "has the impetuosity of 
a torrent, which often tears the weeds from its banks, 
and stirs up the ooze from. the bottom of its channel; 
but that ooze is mixed with grains of precious gold, and 
those weeds contain amongst them flowers of the most 
delightful hue a!ld odor; w~iJst the very swiftness of 
the current fixes our regard more intensely than the 
<tranquil surface of the gentler stream. He seems to 
have principally aimed at being strong and forcible, and 
to th}s object every minor consideration is sacrificed." 

After.all is said, it must be acknowledged that the 
faults of Mr. Pinkney's manner were lost in the efful
gence of his matter, as the fervor of the sun hides its 
own spots. There was a vast body. a? well as mo
mentum in his argument; a powerthw '"", nerates suc
cess, daunts opposition, and annihilates r c 'anee. Like 
the giants of ancient. mythology, he was in his sphere 
and mode fin ideal of~trength. For ever should he be 
admired for his industry and patriotism. With ~ll the 
advantage of uncommon outward talents, so intense 1 
and habitual v;rus hiS" love of intellectual)mprovement,-
that he considered every hour deducted~;;tom study as 

. worthy of a black pebble. Titus n~ver:"more deeply 
mourned the loss of a day. What the gf€atest of hish 
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. b ,t f EngEsh statesmen may not 
, tor~ "aId of the es 0 , , d th 

01 a ~,. d I T deserve e . ~, id of jJinlmev, an to la\ e ' 
unJustly lIe f;a . ffi· 1 to prompt and reward 
encomium is an honor su 1Clen, 

( "No state chicanery, no . . f any man J. 

the ambltlOn 0 ( .. 1'1' no idle contests for 
narrow system of vicious po 1 lCSi . . 1 ever sunk 
mere party victories, regardless 0 pnnc~p e,,, 

1 '(Ttllgar level of the so called gleat. 
hit]1 to t 1e • 



CHAPTER XIV. 

WILLIAM WIRT, 
THE ELEGANT ADVOCATE. 

ELOQUENT and upriaht·lawvers have ev b 
• is .! c, er een among 

the first to resIst oppression and promote human weal. 

Demosthenes, who roused the Athenians to resist the 

tyr~nny of Philip, was an advoc-ate. Cicero, the -unta

gomst of oppressors and the savior of his country, was 

an ad~ocate. When Charles the First commenced his 
despotIC exactions, it was the advocates of England 
who first breasted the torrent France u, . 1 . . '., as revo Ii-
tlomzed by advocates; and her best patriots at tHi~f 
moment are the ablest leaders at her bar. Wh th . . en e 
enormItIes of Great Britain threatened b' t' . .su ~uga lOn to 
her colomes III the west, it was the voice of such advo-

cates as Otis, Henry and Adams, that, like a Paladin's 

~orn, roused the people of America to conquest and 

l~bert~. From the fir..st· planting of republican institu
tIOns III our. land, advocates have perpetually kindled 
the beacon-hghts of patriotism" and Iaw-" hope of the 
fettered slave and glory of the free" 'p.' . . h' 
noble class was 

. lomment m t IS 

William Wirt. H' IS parents were a Swiss and a 
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German, '\I,ho resided, at the time of his birth, Nov. 8th, 

17'72, at Bladensburg, near vVashington. His father 

died\vben he ,vas an infant; and his mother when he 

was but eight years old. Like most great men, he was 
early left orphaned of every thing but resolution and 

hope, to antagonize with 'worldly adversity, and, in the 

midst of storms, to build his fortunes. 

After suitable preparatory studies, he went to Lees

burg, Yirginia, and when seventeen years old, com

menced the studv of law in tbe office of lVIr. S\vann. 
o! 

He seems to have prosecuted his studies with great 

diligence and success. Among other good influences 

under which his mind was there developed, he was ever 

of the opinion that he derived much advantage from the 

beauty and sublimitv of the natural scenery which en-
" " 

compassed him. Undoubtedly, his conclusion on that 

point wai, correct .. There is ahvays a striking resem

blance bet\veen the predominating character of local 

scenery and the lttinds matured under its influence. 

Edmund Burke gre\v up amid the most gorgeous 

scenery of Ireland, and Daniel Webster was cradled 

in the bosom of the \V'hite Mountains of New Hamp

~hire, "V here all in natnre is cool, colossal, sublime. 

Mr. ~rirt obtained his l.icense to practice law in 1792, 

a few days before he was twenty years old. The first 

cause in ,vhich he was engaged was in Culpepper 

County, on which occasion his argument is said to have 

been firm, collected and successful. 

For several years, h~ resided in the family of Dr. G. 

Gilmer, whose daughter he married in 1795. The 

Doctor had a high professional and' clas.sical reputation, 
16* 

, ·1. 
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and was .an familiar terms with the first men of the day. 
Here vVu-t became acquainted vvith Monroe, Madison, 
Jefferson, and other eminent citizens, whose learning 
he emulated, and in whose society he greatly improved. 

After the death of his wife, in 1799, he \vas elected 
Clerk of the House of Delegates of Virginia, which 
bro:lght him into the sphere of some of his greatest 
adllevements. His first appearance in Richmond, as a 
speaker, was upon the 4th of July, 1800, and in the 
celebrated trial of Callender. In 1802, he was elected 
Chancellor of the Lower District of the Chancerv Court 
held .at 'V~lliamsburg. In the autumn of that ~ear h~ 
marned MISS Gamble, who survived him. During thir
teen years, the time of his residence at Richrnond and 
Norfolk, he conducted a great many civil and criminal 
(~auses, and competed successfully 'Nith the Tazewel1s 

Taylors~ Wickhams, Randolphs, anjJ other distinguished 
men who adorned the Virginia bar. 

. One .of the fitst trials which ~~gaged his attention, 
af~er hIS return to Richmond, ana: which gave him a 
,,'vIde r~IJUtation, was the prosecution of Aaron .Burr, in 

1807. To him, as muclJ as to any of the counsel en
gaged, belbnged the corinnendation of tbe court that 
". a degree of eloquence, seld0m displayed on any ~cca
SlOn, embellished solidity of argument and dep.th of 
re:search." 

In 1808, Mr. Wirt was elected to the House of Dele
gates from Richmond, and during that year drew up 
se~eral i.mportant State paperSfl The British Spy was 
wrItten III 1803; the Old Bachelor in 181 0 • d' , . ~,an In 
1817, he publiShed the Life of Patrick.Henry. 
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In 1816, Mr. Madison appointed Mr. Wirt District
Attorney for Virginia; and in the following year, at the 
1:\0"6 of forty-five, he was appointed by Mr. Munroe, 
Attorney-General of the U nited St~tes. U nl.ike his pre
decessors, he removed permanently to Washmgton, and 
continued there throughout eleven years and four 
months, more than twice the time the. office had been 

held by any other. lIe was very strict in his atte~tio~ 
to official duties, and exceedingly laborious. He msil
tuted a new practice in the office, and not only filed 
every document for future reference, but made a regular 
reco~d of every offieial opinion and letter he wrote. 
Three Jarge volumes of this kind he left for the use of 
the future historian of the jurisprudence of the country, 
more valuable material, no doubt, than can be gathered 
from all the previous incumbents of his office since the 

Government was formed. 
<=> In 1826, at the request of the citizens of'Vashington, 

he delivered an eulogy on Adams and Jefferson. It 
was deemed one of the most masterly productions 
which that melancholy event occasioned. In the winter 
of 1822, he was severe1y attacked by a disease re~~m
bling apoplexy, and was compelled to resign his posltlOn 

as Attorney-General. 
But he d"id not cease to prosecute "vith ardor the duties 

of his' profession. His aid was sought by individuals, 

by qor.porations, by States, and even by the govern~e~t 
itself, in matters of the greatest importance. He VI~It
ed every part of the U nioll, in his professional capacIty, 
and every where commanded admiration. by.his great ,. 
leCtal and personal worth. 1:) 
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Having now glanced Over the greater part of his 
ea~eer as a? advocate, we p'ropose in ampler detail to 
delIneate hIs character and examine his clairr::s on our 

r~gard. Let us inqnire into his- scholarship, his effi
CIency as a lawyer, and his excellence as a man. 

IVIr. Wirt enjoyed no collegiate course ~f studies in 
earlyIife, but from the first he was habitually studious, 
and before the meridian of his manhood he had become 

a ripe proficient in the classies, both ancient and 

modern. Horace, Virgil, Cicero, and Seneca, were his 
£'1vorite Latin authors; the first \vas a constant inmate 

~f his ,:aJise in all his visitations to county courts, and 

?fte~ . hIS companion Jate at night. His juvenile tastes 
l.nchned to works of fiction; but in maturer life he 1;re-
ferred Bacon, Bovle Locke and Hooper I-I' d' .' ,_. . IS rea 100' 

was incessant, discriminating, and comprehensive. H: 

rang:ed over the whole domain of letters and science 
with irrepressible ardor. It was his custom to prosecute 

the study of the philosophy of Ienv always in connection 

wit.h the philosophy of mind. He mingled the investi

gatIon of material sciences with the highest spiritual 

truths. Astronomy, with the natural phenomena con
nected therewith, was a favorite theme with him but 

moral science was his master pa51sion. He O'ar~ered 
rich stores of diversified knowledge, much of which was 
contributed by the graceful Nine under Apollo' . . . scare, 
but, In general his weapons were of a sterner kind, many 
of the most potent shafts of his quiver being drawn from 

the glorious. armory of Hooker and Chillingworth. 
About the t~me som'e poetical extracts from Wirt's 

famous speech against Burr were ·widely. published, an 
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eminent jurist expressed to one of his most intimate and 
learned friends a doubt. as to his possessing much ab

struse legal erudi tion. " Your estimate is wroog,·'. was 
the reply. "His true character is that of a labOrIOUS, 

profound" lawyer, more conversant with the b~ack"letter 
than even with works of taste, poetry, and fictIOn.-

It is believed that Mr. vVirt, was, indeed, liberally 

educated to an eminent degree. His knowledge of his

tory, of the ancient and modern cJa~sics: and. ~f le~al 
science, \vas varied and profound, whlle IllS polItIcal In
formation and sagacity equalled his other accomplish-

t A mere '-'cqll'lI'11tance with the technicalities of rnen s. , . c. c ( 

the law \vill not constitute a successful laWYCi' in 

America. Eloquence goes far to make the powe~ful 
advocate here. To this primary requisite, extenSIve 

learning of a general character, and elegant acquisitions 
which shall forti!)' and adorn that eloquence, mllst harmo
niously unite. His outfit for professional strife must ~e 

practical as well as profound. "He who h.as ~ollected ~IS 
knowledrre in solitude, must learn its applicatIOn by mIX
ing \\'ith '"'mankind," said Doctor Johnson. OIl review

ing Mr. Wirt's qualificc'.tions as an advocat~, and th.8 
l:uccessful use he made, of his powers, we thmk that It 

may be said of him justly, as was said of George Can

ning, whom, in certain points he greatly resemble.d: 

" He was any thing rather than a mere scholar. I~ hIm 
were combined, with a rich profusion, the most lIvely, 

original fancy-a happily retentive and ready me~ory
singular powers of lucid statement-and o~caslOnaIly 
wit in all its varieties, now biting and sarcastIc to over

whelm an antagonist-now pungent or giving point to 
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an argument-novv playful for mere amu~ement, and 
bringing relief to a tedious statement, or lending a charm 
to dry chains of close reasoning." 

It is rare that genius is not conscious of its own la

tent powers. However discouraged and prostrate the . .. 
a.sp.lrant may be at the outset, every great man expe-
nences moments when he rises in dignified pride against 
those who persecute or forget him, and, without wait
jn~ for the commemOl:ative statues which admiring pos
tenty are sure to erect, confidently crowns himself with 
his own hands. 

" There have been those that from the deepest caves, 
- And cells of night, and fastnesses, below 

The stormy daf'hing of the ocean-waves, 

- Down, farther dow-n than gold lies hid, have nurs'd 
A quenchless hope, and watch'll their time, and burst 
On the bright day like wakeners from their graves." 

V\Tirt \\Tote the "British Spy," \",hile he was a stu
dent, Or immediately after he commence.d the practice 
of his profession. His e·!o.quent description of the noVl 

homines, the new rn·en, was to no one more applicable 
than himself. The magnificent yearnincrs embodied in 
the essays written in early manhood on ~he means and 

purposes of ~loquence, betrayed his prevailing tastes and 
foretokened his success. "Genius," says Du Bas, "is 

an aptitude, which man has received from nature to per
form well and easily, that which others can do but indif
fer,.er;ttly, arM wlth a great deal of pains. We learn to 
execute things for which we have a. genius, with as 
much facility as we speak Our own mother tongue." 

. There can. be no doubt that Wirt's genius was of the 

\ 
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highest order, but he began and continued t~r~ugh his 
whole splendid career under the deep and abldmg con
viction that eminent success depended on the most as
siduous selfcu1tivation. His favorite pursuits indicated 
his nativ~, capacities, and his extraordinary industry 
justified the glowing prophecies of his most sagacious 
friends. Every person \\'ho has decided tastes and 
fcr~id aspirations, in other words, who has a strong in
dividuality of his own, 'will be forcibly moved by cor
responding traits in the objects he cont.emplates ~nd the 
excellence he adores. A man's favonte pursUIts and 
most admired authors, even the works of art he most 
enjoys, are a sure index to the calihre and complexio.l1 
of his mind. The peculiar delight felt in a given pursUlt 
or recrea.tion, if carefully analyzed, 'will be :f:')und mainly 
to depend on the resemblance bet\veen the object ad
mired and the mental character of the devotee. 

What 1"1r. 'Virt's prevailing passion and pursuits 
were we may easily learn from the following extract 
from an ad~1irable letter of advice he wrote in the 
maturity of his life to a young gentleman engaged in 
the study of law. His benevolence and wisdom are 
therein signalized. "It requires a previous aCfJuaintance 
with the student, to ascertain the natural condition of 
his various powers, in order to know which requires 
the spur and 'which the rein. In some minds, imagina
tion overpowers and smothers all the faculties; in 
others, reason, like a sturdy oak, throws all the rest into 
a sickly shade. Some men have a ~orbid passion for 
the study of poetry-others, of mathematics, &c., &c. 

All this may ?e corrected by discipline, so far as it may 

: I I 
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be judicious to correct it. I believe in all sound minds 
th.e germ of all the faculties exists, and ~nay, by skillful 
management, be wooed into expansion; but they exist 
naturally in different degrees of health and strength, 
and as this matter is generally left to impulses of nature 
in each individual, the highest and strongest germs get 
the start-give impulse an~ direction to the efforts of 

each mind-stamp its character and shape" its destiny. 
As education, therefore, now stands mnong us, each 
man must be his own preceptor in this respect, and by 
turning his eyes upon himself, and describing the com
parative action of his own powers, diseover which of' 
them requires the most tone-which, if any, less. 'Ye 
must take care, however, not to make an erroneous 
estimate of the relative value of the faculties, and thus 
commit the sad mistake of cultivating the showy at the 
expense of the solid. 

" A brave and pure spirit is worth more than' half tlte 

battle,' not only in preparing for life, but in all its eon
fiicts. Take it for granted, there is no excellence with
out great labor. 'iVishing,' and sighing, and imagining, 
and dreaming of greatness will never make you great. 
If you v'.Tould get to the mountain's top on which the tem
ple of fame stands, it will not do to stand stW, looking, 
admiring, and wishing you were there. You must g~rd 
up Jour loins, and go to work with all ,the indomitable 
energy of Hannibal scaling the Alps. Laborious study, 
and diljg~nt observation. of the world, are both indis
pensable to the af4la;iriment of eminenc:e. By the former, 
you must make yourself master of all that is known of 
science and letters; by the latter Y01i' must know manl 

\ 
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at large, and particularly the character and genius of 
your countrymen. You must cultivate assiduously the 
habits of reading, thinking, and observing. Understand 
your ovvn language, grammatically, critically, through
out· learnirJO" its origin, or, rather, its various origins, , '"' 
vvhich you may learn from Johnson's and vVebster's 
Pr~faces to their large dictionaries. Learn all that is 

delicate and beautiful, as \,\'ell as strong, in the language, 
and master all its stores can teach. You must never 
be satisfied with the surface of things; probe them to 
the bottom, and let nothing go till yon understand it as 
thoroughly &s your povvers \vill enable you. 'Vhen 
vou have mastered all the past conquests of science, 
;ou will understand what Socrates meant by saying, 
that he knew only enough to be sure that he knew 
nothing. Seize the moment of excited curiosity on 
any subject to solve your doubts; for if you jet it pass, 

the desire may never return, and you may remain in 
ignorance. The habits ,vhich I have been recom
mending are not merely for college, but for life. Frank
lin's habits of constant and deep excogitation clung to 
him to his last hour. Form these habits now; learn 
all that may be learned at your university, and bring all 
your acquisitions and your habits to the study of the 
law, which you say is your profession :-and when you 
come to this study, come resolved to master it-not to 

Play in its shallows but to sound its depths. Resolve 
oJ ' 

to be the first lawyer of your age, in the depth, extent, 
variety, and accuracy of your legal learning. Master 
the science of pleading-master Coke upon Littleton
and Coke's and Plowden's Reports-master Fearne on 
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Contingent Hemainders and Executory Devises, till 
you can sport and play familiarly with its most subtle 
distinctions. Lay your foundations deep, and broad, 
and strong, and you will find the superstructure com
paratively light work. It i.s not by shrinking from 

difficult parts of the science, but by courting them, and 
overcoming them, that a man rises to professional 
greatness. There is a deal of learning that is dry, dark, 
cold, revolting-but it is an old feudal castle, in perfect 
preservation, which the legal architect who aspires to 

the first honors of his profession will delight to explore 
and learn aU the uses to which the various parts used 
to be put; and be will the better understand, enjoy, 

and relish' the progressive improvements of the science 
in modern times. You must be a master in every 

branch of the science that belongs to your profession; 
the lavvs of nature and of nations, the civil law, and the 
law-merchant, the maritime law, &c., the charte and 
outline of all which you see in Blackstone's Commenta

ries.. Thus covered with the panoply of professional 
learning, a master of the pleadings, practice, and cases, 
and at the same time a g~eat constitutional philosophic 

lawyer, you must keep way, also, with the march of 
general science. Do y(m think this is requiring too 
much? Look at Brougham, and see what man can do 

if well armed and resolved.-Y ou must, indeed, be a 
great lawyer! but it will not do to be a mere !a)y.y~~~ 
mote especially as you are properly turning:§our mind, 
also, to the political service of your country, and to the 

• study" and practice of eloquence. You must, therefore, 

be a political lawyer and -historian; thoroughly versed 

I 
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in the Constitution and laws of your country, and 
fully acquainted with all its statistics, and the his
tory of <Ill the leadin:g measures which have distinguished 
the several administrations-you must study the debates 
in Congress, and observe '\vhat have been the actual 

effects upon the country of the various measures that 
have been the most strenuously contested in their 

ongm. You must be a master of the science of political 
economy, aud especially of jinancicring, of which so 
fev\' of our countrymen kno\v anything. 

But it is time to close this letter. You may ask for 
instructions :tdapted' to improvements in eloquence. 

This is a subject for a treatise, not for a letter. Cicero, 
however, has summed up the whole art in a few words; 

it is ., apte-distincte-ornate-dicere"-to speak to the 

purpose-to speak clearly and distinctly-to speak 
gracefully:-to be able tv speak to the put]Jnse, you 

must understand your subject and all that belongs to 
it :--and then your thoughts and method must be clear 
in themselves, and clearly and distinctly enunciated:
and lastly, your-voice, style, delivery and gesture, must be 
grrw;fnl and delighffully impressive. In relation to this 
subject, I ,vould strenuously advise you two things: Com
pose much, and often, and carefully with l'~ference to 

this same ntle, "apte, distincte, ornate," and let your con
vt.:rsation have reference to the same objects. I do not 
mean that yOlJ should be elaborate and formal in your 

ordinary conversation. Let it be pelfectly simple and 
natuml, but always in good time, (to speak as the 

musician,) and weB enunciated. 

"\IVith regard to the style of eloquence that you shall 
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adopt, that must d~pend very much on your own taste 
and genius. You arc not disposed, I presume, to be a 
humble imitator of any man. If you are, you may bid 
farewell tc the hope of eminence in this walk. None 
are mere imitators to whom Nature has given original 

powers. If you are endowed with such a portion of 
the spirit of oratory as can advanee you to a high rank 

in this 'walk, your manner will be your own. I can only 
tell you that the florid and Asiatic style is not the taste 
of the age. The strong, and the rugged and abrupt, 
are far more successful. Bold propositions, boldly and 
briefly express.ed,-pithy sentences-nervous common 
sense-strong phrases-the feliciter audax, both in lan
guage and conception-well-compacted periods-sudden 
and strong masses of light-an apt adage-a keen sar
casm-a merciless personality-a mortal thrust-these 
are the beauties and deformities that now make a 
speaker the most interesting. A gentleman and a Chris
tian will conform to the reigning taste so far only as his 
principles and habits of decorum will permit. We re
quire that a man should speak to the purpose and come 
to the point-that he should instruct and convince. To 

do this, his mind must movewith great strength and 
power; reason should be manifestly his master faculty
argument should predominate throughout; but these 
great points secured, wit and tancy may cast their lights 
around his path, provided the wit be courteous as well 
as brilliant, and the fancy chaste and modest. But they 
must be kept well in the back-ground, for they are dan
gerous allies; and a man had better be without them, 
than to show, them in front, or to show them too often." 
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W'e are not aware that a better code of precepts 
than the above of th0 same length exists, How fir Mr. 
"\Virt governed himself by his o\vn rules, '''lill be indi
cated; as, in tbe second place, we proceed to inquire into 

his efficiency as an ad vocate. 
Tn his personal appearance, he had much about him 

to pr'opitiate popular favor, He possessed a fine person, 

manners remarkably conciliating, and colloquial powers 
of the highest order. The most casual glance upon him 
in repose or action, impressed the beholder with an in
stinctive sense of his superiority. His natural air ""vas 
dignified and commanding; his countenance was broad, 
open, manly and expressive; his eye ""vas full of fire and 

feeling; his mouth denoted mingled humor and firm
ness; and his whole appearance was truly oratorical. 
His frame was brge, but flgile; his nose was Roman, 
his complexion pale andrnarked with Jines of thought; 
his forehead ,vas not high, but broad; his hair was 
sandy, and his head bald on the top. He had great 
original pO\vers of action, but spoke with a chastened 
digniity \vhich commanded respect bordering on awe. 
Of him it might have been said, as Dryden in his time 

declared of Harte, that "kings and princes might have 
come to hirn, and taken lessons how to comport them
selves with dignity." 'Virt's impressiveness resulted 
from the 30"0"regate of a Ciceronian person, a Chatham 

bb 

face, the voice of Anthony, and the mental qualities of 
Irving and Bovvditch,-a model of grace and a master 
of dialectics,-poetry and philosophy combined. He 
had much of the acuteness of Marshall, and all the in
trepidity of Pinkney; but in his composition, there was 
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110 want of fluency, and no insolence or exultation of 
man~er.' Judgment and imagination lay in the balance 
of his mind in such delicate and equal proportions that 
the scale seldom trembled, and the splendors that en
compassed the glorious combination in his mature life 
were' never obseured. 

Such an advocate will be heard. The envious and 
fastidious may pronounce him vague, impalpable or dif
fuse, and yet all are compelled to listen to, him with that 
spell-bound emotion which is always produced by noble 
and harmonious eloquence emanating from an honest 
and impassioned heart. 'Virt was not a stranger to the 
popular esteem which such talents command. 

His pathos "vas refined and thrilling. He could subdue 
all his admirable powers of mind and voice to those deli

cate tones which go directly to the heart, like zephyrs 
changed to angelic strains as they traverse .!Eolian 
strings. Such \vas his power "vhen he described female 
innocence and beauty abandoned by him \vho had bask
ed in h~r smiles, and \vho should have prevented the 

winds of heaven from visiting her too roughly, now left 
"shivering at midnight on the winter banks of the Ohio, 
and mingling her tears with the torrent, which froze as 
they fell." 

";Never tone 
So thrilled through nerve, and vein, and bone, 
His eyebrow dark and eye of fire 
Showed spirit proud and prompt to ire i 
Yet lines of thought upon his cheek 

Did deep design and counsel speak." 

Those who were familiar with .. the clearness, melody, 

".,-:"'" 
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and flexibility of 1\11'. vVirt's voice when at the height 
of his fame, and his distinct, emphatic, and unembarrass
ed pronunciation, may be surprised to learn that when 
he entered on the practice of his profession, "his utter
ance was thick-his tongue clumsy, and apparently too 
large-his pronunciation of words clipping-and, when 
excited by feeling, his voice unmanageable; sometimes 

. bursting out in loud, harsh, indistinct, and imperfect 
articulation." All this he overcame through persever
ing cultivation. The miracle of the pebbles performed 
by Demosthenes was repeated in his own person. In 
all his life he was a passionate and persevering votary 
of elocution in the broadest sense of the term, First, as 
to language, as Dryden said, in one of his criticisms, 
"the third happiness of this writer's im[lgination is elo
cution, or tho art of clothing or adorning that thought 
so found and varied, in apt, signific[lnt, and sounding 
worCls." But over and above the mere verbir:ge of his 
spoken thought, he gave great attention to gesture, 
which is the hnguilge of the body. " The hands are the 

common language of mankind," said Cicero, :lIlfl another 
distinuuished ItOtn<lll orator W[lS accustomed to declare, 

<::J 

that "he vvas never fit to talk, till he had wmmed his 
arm." So important is a graceful manner in public ad
dress, that the prince of ancient rhetoricians laid it down 
as a primary maxim, that" it is this alone that governs 
in speaking; without which the best orator is of no 
value, and is often defeated by one, in' other respects, 
much his inferior." 

"Action is eloquence, and the eyes of the ignorant 
More learned than the ears." 
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The art with 'ivhich Mr. Wirt came at length to con
ceal his art was consummate-it was carried, perhaps, 
to a fault. He became so fastidious as to the perfection 
of his oratorical manner that he too sternly repressed 
those l1atural outbursts of emotion which constitute the 
principal source of eloquence. It required the most 
sagacious eye to detect the artifice, but a master would 
see it-or, ",ve should say, the fault was felt rather than 
seen. vVhat was wanting in his ordinary efforts, was 
the talismanic power of evoking and controlling the pro
founder passions of our nature. Not altogether inappli
cable to Wirt is the criticism which an English critic 
applied to Canning, whom we have already intimated 
he resembled: "His declamation, though often power
ful, always beautifully ornate, never deficient in admira
ble diction, was certainly not of the very highest class. 
It wanted depth; it came from the mouth, not £i·om the 
heart; and it tickled or even filled the ear rather than 
penetrated the bosom of the Fstener. The orator never 
seemed to' forget himself and be absorbed i.n his theme: 
he was not carried a\vay by his passions, and carried 
not his audience along with him. An actor stood be
fore uS,.a first-rate one, no doubt; but still an actor; and 
we never forge.t that it was a representation we were 
witnessing, not a real scene. The Grecian artist was 
of the second class only, at whose fruit the"birds peck
ed; while, on seeing Parrhasius's picture, men" cried out 
to draw aside the curtain" 

Rut there .vas no radical deficiency in Mr. Wirt of 
acute sensibility and refined iniagination. His mind 
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originally was like a prism of a thousand angles, through 
which every ray of thought was made to dazzle the 
spectator with innumerable resplendent beams. In his 
early prodtwtions, he resembles the gorgeous bird of 
Juno that exhibits with ostentation its plumage all be
decked 'ivitb emel:ald, sapphire and gold. When there 
is an excess of rhetorical ornament, the superfluity palls 
on the taste, like a surfeit of honey. Fires that burn 
with steady and perpetual flame are impressive, as ,veIl 
as useful; but one is soon rendered cold and discon
tented in the presence of transient coruscations, the 
result of idle pyrotechnic skill, which flash for a moment 
in gaudy hw:;s that obscure the stars, and the next mo
ment are lost in the deepened gloom of night. Natural 
and impassioned eloquence speaks in the lucid vernacular 
of aJl men, and is comprehended by all; while tbat which 
is artificial, be it never so polished, is with difficulty 
understood: one recites its formal prettiness on the 
brink of the abvss where truth lies drowning; the other 

• . 01 

descends with energy and averts her fate. The effect-
iveness of poetry and painting consists in their power 
of mov:rng and pleasing; ::md eloquence, a kindred art, 
is valuable in proportion as it persuades. To insure the 
desired result, the production must possess merits beyond 
those of. mere elegance and regularity. Connoisseurs 
never examine the works of the old masters without 
perceiving that they evidently considered the graces of 
execution not ::(s the ultimate end of their art, but only 
as means f-or displaying excellences of a far superior 
kind. . The grand 'aim of an orator is not to be com-

17 
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m~nded for the symmetry and beauty ·of his discourse, 
thmgs that have comparatively little persuasive virtue, 
but to convince our judgments by the force of his argu
men ts, and to move our hearts, by the pathos of his 
appeals. The sources of these indispensable materials 
must be native to the soul, while art can only supply 
their judicious arrangement and economical use. In 
the highest order of eloquence, the powers of language, 
music and painting are combined; and even this con
centration of forces is augmented by the momentum 
which natural emotion and appropriate gesture impart 
to it. We are not so much roused and inflamed by 
what a great ?riginal mind tells us, as by what he en
ables us to tell ourselves. No intelligent listener ever 
heard a first rate speaker, without bearing away with 
him the consciousness of abilities he never felt before. 
The oration will seem not to have been very remark
able, since it was so . natural ; and the hearer who came 

without an idea in his head,goes .avvay quite fluent with 
admirable comments on the theme. The truth is, his 
torpid nature has been vitalized by coming in contact 
'.vith an ardent heart; his senses have been enlivened, 
his intellect has been invigorated, and the stagnant foun
tain of his affections has suddenly sprung up responsive 
to th~ call of generous sen timen ts. 

The limited views of persons prejudiced and dwarfed 
in their own charac.ter, do not anow them. to compre. 
hend that un}versality of talent which disting.uishes 
men of the highest order. When they. observe the pre
sence of the.agreeable" they exclude, the.s·ubst~ntia1 ; 

.. ~. 
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when they discover dexterity, agility, and other phy
sical graces, they cannot admit; as compatible v~ith 

these, the more severe and em~ctive graces of the mll1d. 
Persons of one idea, and accustomed to single and ex
clusive views, find it hard to credit the historical fact, 
that Socrates, the prince of philosophers, was skillful in 
the dance; they are equally unwilling to believe that 
elegant accomplishments may be intimately associated 
with attributes the most vigorous and profound. Such 
used to be the imputation cast upon Mr. \Virt, Lut 
nobly, on a memorable occasion, did he repel and dis
prove it. The passnge is well worthy of careful perusal, 
as it illustrates many of its author's qualities-his ima
gination-his fluency-his sarcasm giving force to his 
loaic--his noble bearing and indignant eloquence. 

bTo the insinuating depreciations in which Mr. 'Vick
ham ,had indulged, in the trial of Burr, Wirt replied as 
follows: "I shall now proceed to examine the motion 
itself, and to answer the argument of the gentleman 
who opened it. I will treat that gentleman with candor. 
I will not follow the example which he has set me on a 
verv recent occasion. I will not complain of flowers 
and graces where none .exist. I will not, like him, in 
reply to an argument as naked as a sleeping Venus, but 
certainly not half so beautiful, complain of the painful 
necessitv I am under, in the weakness and decrepitude 
of logi;al v:igor, of lifting. first this ~ounce and that 
furbelow. before I can reach the wished-for point of 
attack. ·1 keep no flounces or furbelows ready manufac

tured and hung up for use in the millinery of my faucy, 
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~J?d; if I did, I. thil:k I should not be so indiscreetly impa
tIent to get rId 01 my wares, as to put them off on im~ 
proper oc.casions. I cannot promise to interest ')rouby 

an~.,classICal and elegant allusions to the pure pages of 
TIlt'Lra~ Shandy. I cannot give ~'ou a squib or a 
rocket In every period. For' my own pat!, I have 
always thought these flashes of wit (if they deser1re that 
na~e)-, I h.ave always thought these meteors of the' brain 
whwh sprIng up with such eXHberant abundance in the 
speeches, of that gentleman" ,vhibh play on each side of 
the .path of reason, or sporting across it with fantastic 
moiJOn deco! the mind from the true point in debate, 
no better eVIdence of the soundness of the ' . h . argument 
Wlt whwh they are c l' t:>d . ' 
,. < on.1CC ,t, , nor, gIve me leave to 

add, the VIgor of the brain from "'hl'ch th " h ~. ' ,vv ey sprmg, t an 
th.ose vapors wInch start from our marshes and blaze 
WIth a momentary combustion, and which ftoatina on 
:he undulations of the atml)sphere beguile the tra\~elIe; 
mto bo?s. ahd brambles, are evidences of the firmness 
a~d sohdlty of the earth from which they proceed. I 
wIl~ ende~vor to meet the gentleman's propositions in 
theIr full force. an~[ to answer them fairly. I will not, as 

I . am advancll1~ towards {hem with my mind's eye, 
n:~asu~e the helght, breadth and power of the propo
STtlOn, If I find it beyond my strength, halve it; if still 

b~~ond. n:y strength, quarter it; if 'Still necessary, sub-
drnde It m to eighths· and when' by thl', I 'h _ • ' 8 process ave 
reduced It to the- proper standard take one of tl . ,lese sec-
tlO~s .an~ toss it with an air of elephantine strength and 
SUperIOrIty. If I find myseff capable of conductina b 
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a fair course of reasoning, anyone of his propositions 
to an absurd conclusion, I will not begin by stating 
that absurd conclusion as the proposition itself which 
I am going to encounter. I will not, in commenting on 
the gentleman's authorities, thank the gentleman with 
sarcastic politeness for introducing them, declare that 
they concluded direetly against him, read just so much 
of the authority as serves the purpose of that declara
tion, omitting that whieh eontains the true point of the 
the case which makes against me; nor if forced by a 
direct eall to read that part also, will I content myself 
by running over it as rapidly and inarticulately as lean, 
throw down the book with a theatrical air, and exclaim, 

, just as I said,' when I know it is just ~s I hav.e not said. 
I know that by adopting these arts, I mlght raIse a laugh 
at the gentleman's expense, but I should be very little 
little pleased with myself if I were eapable of enjoying 
a laugh procured by such means. I know, too, that by 
adopting such arts, there will always be those standing 
around us, \-."ho have not comprehended the whole 

merits of the legal discussion, with whom I might shake 
the eharacter of the gentleman's science and judgment 
as a lawyer. I hope I shall never be capable of such a 
wish, and I had hoped that the gentleman himself felt so 
strongly that proud, that high, aspiring and. ennobling 
magnanimity, which I had been told eonsclOUS talents 
rarely fail to inspire, that he would have disdained a 
poor and fleeting triumph gained by means like these." 

It is a fine trait in Mr. Wirt, that his mind became 
greatly enriched and chastely splendid, as he advanced 
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in years. His oratorical talent was none the leHs ~alu:a~ 
ble for bein? developed in the vigor of "manhood; 'like 
the bl~ssomIng of ,the aIDe, ::tlthough long delayed, the 
unf@ldmg ()f his riper genius was ma~elous. At the 

period ,:hen ~r~inarily the animal spirits flag, and fancy 
grows dIm, hIS mtelieGt blazed out, like the sacred flame 
Dn the altar of the fire-worshipper, at the very moment 
of threatened ext-inction. In this..respect, he. resem'bled 
Edmund Burke, Ilnd the most eloquent of the Hebrew 
~rophets, Isa-iah. He was to the last accustomed to 
mvest ·the most grave and important topics with a 
graceful and charming spirit, and yet he was one of the 
m~st tho.roughly practical men of his day. The flowers 
WIth whICh he adorned his 'discourse were as strong of 
stem as they were beautiful and ftill of odor. The 
results of the most comprehensive and judicious reading 

w~re constan:Jy ~oured forth through his pen and living 
VOIce. ImagmatlOn blended with reason and enhanced 
its forde. Running through hi'S elaborate masoilline 
composition, 

" Its veins like silver shine 
1 

Or as the chaster hue 

, Ofpearl~, that grace Some sultan's diadem." 

. He 'never allowed indolence to "hang dogs on the 
mmhleness, of his' souI-," but by constant struggles 
u~war~, he ," plumed his feathers and let -grow his 
wmgs. Every theme he touched he ador-ned. Even 

Bur:'s .infamywas glori.tied hy the' oratory -w:hich 
demnecl> .. aoo'-aveng-e-a it. -" It .. ~s".fIhe prerogati",~e -;0£ 
patriotic impeachment to perpetuate the memory of 

, 
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those who would otherwise soon perish in ignominous 
oblivion·.. Philip and Catiline, Verres and Hastings, 
owe their most enduring fame to the accident ~f 
being scathed .by the bolts of immortal eloq~eI1ce. ThIS 

great preroga.tive Wirt posse~sed.in an .emment de~ree. 
In ort.()'inal and strikinO' combmatlons, nch perspectlVes, 
dram~ic groupings, :nd the' happy union of rigid 
argument and elegant illustration, he was hardly e:cel~
ed. The secret of this extraordinary power lay m hIS 
love 'Of research, and fidelity to his profession. 

Says Mr. Southard: "His labor was withou.t limi.t. I 
knnwof but 'One individual (Pinkney) who m thIS re~ 
spect equalled him. They both improved steadily and 
. 'dl"J.! to the last moment. as advocates, counsellors, rp,pl 'J" . . 

and sch'Olars; exhibiting to the young aSpIrant a~ter 
fame the true and 'Only r'Oad t'O eminence; and provl·ng 
t'O demonstration, the error of the common opinion, that 
the mind attains its usefulness, and vigor, and abund
ance, before the age of'[orty or forty-five; and that the 
struggle afterwards is to maintain i~s ~tr.ength andae
quirements, and t'O use them for the ll1dlvtdual and pub
lic benefit. Their progress in intellectual wealth, and 
its active use,. waS at no period more rapid than the last 

fifteen years of their lives." . 
The devotion of Mr. Wirt's witole soul to the m-

terests of hi~ clients was proverbiaL A lawyer Wh9 

doe"s not belie:ve in his heart that the man for whom he 
pleads 'Ought to have a verdict, will' be very likely ~ot 
to obtain Olle. His· own un'belief will be the first thmg 
lodgoo in the bosoms of the jnry, and no perfuilctionary 
protestations. will remove it. Swedenbourg professed to. 
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have seen in the spiritual vvorld a group of persons en
deavoring in vain to express a proposition which they 
did not believe; but they cou.ld not, though in repeated 
attempts they distorted their lips with indignation. 

As an instance in which it is well known his private 
friendship. gave additional force to his professional 
energy, take the following description by an eye-witness, 
Mr. Thomas. It also illustrates this elegant advocate's 
happy tact in quotation. 

"One 'of the most interesting cases ever witnessed at 
the Baltimore bar was a trial in a mandamus case, in 
which the right to a church was contested. Mr. Dun
can had been established in the ministry, in Baltimore, 
by a number of Scotch Presbyterians, in an obscure 
edifice. His talents drew such a congregation that it 
soon became necessary to build a larger one. It was 

done; and in the progress of events the pastor preached 
a more liberal doctrine than he had at first inculcated. 
His early supporters remained not only unchanged in 
their faith, >but they resolved to have it preached to 

them by one 'with whom they could entirely agree upon 
religious matters. . The majority of the congregation 
agreed with Mr. Duncan. A deep schism 'arose in the 
divided flock which could not be healed, and which was 
eventually, by a writ of mandamus, carried before a 
legal tribunal. Mr. Taney was couns~l for the old 
school side, and Mr. Wirt for ¥the deftmdants. The 
court-room; during the trjal" was crowded with the 
beauty and fashion of the monumental city. It was 
such a display of eloquence, and a full appreciation of 

. it, as is seldom witnessed. Mr. Wirt was always happy 
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in making a quptation, and in concluding this cause he 
made one of his happiest. After alluding to the old 
school members, who, it has been said, were Scotchmen, 
and after dwelling upon the tragedy of Macbeth, the 
scenes of which are laid in Scotland, he described their 
preacher as being in the condition of Macbeth's guest; 
and sald, after a stern rebuke upon them, that though 
they should succeed in their cause, which he feIt confi~ 
dent they would not, they would fcellike the guilty thane. 

"This Duncan, 

Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
'Vill plead Ii ke angels, trumpet-tongued, against 
The deep damnation of his taking off." 

" The quotation was made with such oratorical effec.t, 
that there was a deep silence when Mr. Wirt took hIS 
seftt, which "vas succeeded by repeated outbreaks of ap
plause." He gained the case. 

A few "lOrds only must suffice in relation to Mr 
vVirt's character as a man. His principles of conduct 
were of an exalted order, guided by strict integrity, and 
crowned by the purest moral worth. He never gav~, 
nor willingly received, offence. The querulous, In 

dealing with him, found themselv-es in ~he pre~icament 
described by Dr. Johnson, when he saId of SIr Joshua 
Reynolds, that he was one of those men with whom, if 
a person desired to quarrel, he would have been most at 
a loss how to abuse. 

Above all, Mr. Wirt was a humble and consistent 
Christian. He had thoroughly examined the evidences 
of our holy religion and openly became one of its 

17* 
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brightest ornaments. The last <ftcts he performed on th 
da?' he was 'seized with his fatal sickness, were those 0; 
~nvate and public devotion. It was: the Sabbath. He 
lIngered .a fe;v days in se'Vere. physical sllffering, and 
then e1'plred III the calm grandeur of,triumphant faith. 

CHAPTER XV. 

THOMAS ADDIS EMMET, 

THE ORATOR OF DEEP FEELING. 

IRELAND, in .its natural features, national spirit, and 
moral history, is a land of strange contrasts. Ancient 
sovereignty and modern servitude, the noblest virtues 
and most ignoble vices, intellects of the greatest splen
dor and hearts of the warmest affection, alas! often 
blinded. with excess of passion and chilled under ty
rannic wrongs,-these are some of her national pecu
liarities and mental traits. Her poets are among the 
oldest and the best; her literati shine brightly amid the 
chieftest luminaries of art and science; her martial 
heroes have never been exce1led; and of her st~tesmen 
it is enough to say, that for centuries they have been 
what they now are, the mightiest leaders of:Parliament. 
While they had national councils of their own, they 
shone supremely in legislative wisdom and justice; 
when forced into alliance with England, they eclipsed 
the splendors they encountered. The brightest names 
in English literature and generalship, science and juris
prudence,. are Irish. 

But it is in eloquence, especially, that Ireland may 
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s~fely challenge the most refined nations of modern 
t~mes. Like all things hllman, it has its faults, some
tImes seen in a superabundance of imagery, and more 
ofte~ expressed in exaggerated sentiments; but its 
merIts pre~ominate, and are supassingly grand, in force, 
fervor, passion, imagination and argument. An un
broken series of consummate" orators illuminate the 
dreary history of injured and abused Ireland 1'1 'I I {e so 
many pillars of fire. Prominent among. thes~ stands 
the name of Thomas Addis Emmet. 

He was born in the city of Cork, in 17f>5. His 
parents were highly respectable inhabitants of. that city. 
At an ~arly age, t~e so11 was plaqed at the University 
of Du~h~, and desIgned by his father for the profession 
of mechcme. Having completed his classical course, he 
was removed to Edinburgh, where he pursued his medi
cal studies. On the death of his elder brother, who 
was a member of the Irish bar, bisparents wished him to 
change bis professional studies; to ,which- desire he as
sented. He went to London, read two years in the 
Temple, and attended the courts at Westminster. Hav
iDg pro~ecuted his prepara.tory studies with great care, 
he return~,d to Dublin, and commenced- practice. His 
talents, naltWal and acquired, were seen to be of a high 
order, and he soon obtained distinction and business. 

It was at this period that a spirit of rebellion against 
regal oppression shook Ireland to the centre. ' Emmet 
was too arden.t in characteryand too enthusiastically 
attached to hI-8 country to remain indifferent. He 
deeply'imbib.ed the innignant resentment whil~h every 
where prevaIled against British connection and control. 
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When, in 1795, the f:ocieties of united Irishmen were 
revived, Emmet no.t only joined them, but soon became 
a prominent leader. Their avowed object was revolu
tion, and independence for Ireland. He boldly acted 
as one .,()f the grand exec.utive committee of the socie
ties, when they were computed as consisting of at least 
five hundred thousand men. On March 12, 1798, 
he was arrested and committed to prison at Dublin, as 
a conspirator. In July, after a severe confinement, an 
interview took place between Emmet and Lord Castle
reagh, at Dublin Castle, and it was agreed that he and 
the other State prisoners should be permitted to go to 
the United States, as soon, 3!S they had made certain 
disc10sures of their plans of revolution, in respect to the 
alliance which it was supposed had been projected 
bet\veen the united Irishmen and France. A memoir 
of disclosures was delivered, August 4th, but all names 
jnvolved were inf1exihly withheld. Further examina
tions took place, and Mr. Emmet \~'as, as he supposed, 
discharged. Instes-d, however, of being sent to the 
United States, he and nineteen more were, early in 
1799, landed in Scotland, and incarcerated in a fortress 
of Nairn, called Fort George. This new imprisonment 
lasted three years. At the expiration of that term of 

injililr~~fi.r; pa~Flons. arrived for all excep{'Mr. Emmet. 
The 'tlfvernor 'of th~ fortress, ho~veve~" took :he resp~n
sihilitJ to release hun, when, WIth hiS admirable WIfe, 
who had shanl:d unremittingly his reverses and imprison
ment, both in In;land and Scutland, they were lan.ded at 
Cuxhaven, spent the winter of 1802 in Brussels, and 
that of 1803 in Paris. In October, 1804, they sailed 

I!ti '." 
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after forensic glory, He entered upon this career at a 
later- period in life than is usual with aspirants after 

excellence in the rugged and thorny path of the law, 
But his maturity was no impediment to ultimate suc
cess, ,His mind had become so well accustomed to the 

generalizations of science, that in about two years he 
reduced the chaotic mass of English law to an organized 

creation, Early in life he had formed the habit of 
recurring to first principles, and this often led him to 
those sources of legal knowledge of which Coke, Hale, 
and Mansfield had drunk, His intellect was naturally 

inquisitive and eager of acquisition; and his natural 
tastes, as well as cultivated habits, prompted him at the 
outset to lay a broad and fIrm foundation of general 

jurisprudence, such as is seldom formed by the effemi
nate and timid hands of ordinary students, Instead of 
being an injury to him, it was undoubtedly an advan

tage of the highest order to have been variously trained 
bef0fe he came to make his first efforts at cornbina.tion 
among the distracting and endless distinctions of law. 
Such would be our inference fl~om the discipline and 

professional success of the first orators of every age. 
Demosthenes, Cicero, Lord Erskine, and Patrick Henry, 

were eqch about twenty-six years old when they com-
mence ~ 't,forensic labors. Sir James Mackintosh 

, ';' i-

and. ~. ,'Emmet w~re still later in their studies, and 

were both. for some time educated for another profes
sion, But whatever may be our inferences, there can 

be no dispute touching- the fact as to Mr, Emmet's great 
and invaluable qualifications for the office he finally as
surned and zealously:prosecuted. until death, He stored 

i' 'I .. · 
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his. mind wIth a profusion of knowledge" pwfounder .and 
richer than was possessed by the great majority of his 
competitors; and though he was never ostentatioUis Gf 
science, it imparted a reach of -thought, variety of illus
tration, .and energy of expression, whieh, aided by the 
bold· and flowing elocution so native to the .land of his 
birtn, constituted him on~ of the most agreeable speakers, 
and certainly one of the most powerful Jlawyers, ever 
heard. 

Mr. Err:met was mainly anxious to be thoroughly 
grounded In the substantial attributes-of educa~tion" but 
he did not entirely neglect the decorative. He' was 
eminently accomplished .far the duties of his callin!! but 
• 0' 

It. was not altogether through his 'having "yellowed 
11lmse~f among rolls, and records.'" He had an eye 

voraCIOUS of every thing beautiful, and a soul capacious 
for every thing grand. His education was libera-I, in 
the noblest sense,-a stupendous, but symmetrical tem
ple, "buiit with the riches of~the spoiled 'Norld." The 
most eminent lawyers have ever been distinguished as 
devotees of elegant letters as well as for skill inriO"id 
dialectics. Lord Hardwicke and Lord Mansfield ~ad 
great fondness for the lighter pwductions of 
nation; Justice Story is well -known to 
poet· in temperament, taste, ahd ,practice,· . was 
his . great master, Chief Justice Marshalt" . and 
Talfoul'd, the two brightest ornaments now livinO' of the 
Irish and English har, are as distinguished for .d;amatic 
excellence, as for being learned and brilliant advocates. 
Emmet was skilled in that erudition' which is the result 
of-long continued and comprehensive studieSr From 
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the beginning, and all through life, he mingled constant 
practice with copious acquisition. It was thus that he 
learned to execute with facility whatever duty required 
or his faney could suggest: "He read to learn, and not 
to quote; to digest and master, and not merely to dis
play." This blending of substantial and ethereal ele
ments in the nutrirnent of his mind, inspired within him 
a vigorous and perennial fountain of impetuous thought. 
He vvas l1C> mere passive vehicle of inspiration, but an 
active votary 'who beat out much oil f()r the sanctuary 
in which he adored. He studied patiently, meditated 
profoundly, investigated minutely, till intuitive and 
acquired knowledge beeame wedded to his habitual 
feelings, and obedient to its master's call, burst forth 
in every emergency with that invincible and enraptur
ing power which rendered him great in the foremost 

rank of men. 
But perhaps the best lessons Mr. Emmet ever learned 

,vere acquired in the severe school of adversity. Under 
the iron hoof of tyranny, and in dungeon glooms, his 
youthful aspirations had been repelled and his patriot
ism seorned. Our best strength is generated in storms 
rather than in the calm. The only spiritual engine 
that can be wielded, so as to make all iniquitous 
powers' tl"emble on their accursed thrones, is that 
which they most fear, an independent and eloquent 
soul. This, and this alone, can arraign- all princi
ples. l~md all tyrants before the tl'ibunal of eternal 
right, and it.s' greatest triumphs are always won in 
the sternest conflicts. The waters must have fre
quently g-:me over the soul, before it wins the power-

! 
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ful suppleness to dart with fortitude under the bil
lows or float in triumph amid their foamy crests. No 
one will be likely to think either with depth or precision, 
until he has been made strongly to feel. Like the pre
cious gems and varied merchandize cast by wild waves 
upon,the strand near which some riehly freighted ,ship 
has been wrecked,-such is the spoil won by reflection 
and stored in the exalted regions of the" ItYlind, when the 
tumultuous passions which occasioned the c(i,mquest are 
calmed. 

The following sketch of Mr. Emmet'B personal ap
pearance is the combination of various outlines from 
different hands. He was of the ordirutry height; pos
sessing a body compactly formed, and stooping a little 
in the shoulders. He bore a frank and open counte
nance, strongly expressive of that native good nature, 
which it is so notorious he constantly exemplified. He 
was somevvhat short sighted, but this did not in 1he least 
diminish the fascination of his clear, bright, blue eyes. 
Justice Story first made rus acquaintance when a little 
more than fifty years old. The lines of care were then 
deeply traced upon his face; the sad remelnbrances, It 
was conjactured, of past sufferings, and of those corrod
ing anxieties which eat their way into the heart. There 
was a pensive air about him, ;w-hich suggested to the 
observer other solicitudes than those which belonge~ to 
mere professional life. "He was cheerfil1, but rarely, if 
ever, gay; frank" and courteous, hut he soon relapsed 
into. gravity, when not excited by the COllVel'Sati,on of 
others_" .. 

Bu.t mental :stimulus was essential to, the development 
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and display of Mr. Emmet's nobler and more command
ing traits, as light is necessary to unfold the beauty and 
grandeur of a landscape. 'Vhen his soul was thoroughly 
aroused, his figure assumed a majestic mien, every mo
tion of "which was graceful; an expressive countenance 
was lit up by a sparkling and piercing eye, that almost 
commanded victory, while it" spoke audience ere the 
tongue .. " While thus invested with the robes of splen
did intellect, his person seemed made to contain his 
spirit; his spirit filled and animated his person. His 
look answered to his voice, and both spoke with simul
taneous power to the soul. He was crowned ,,,ith the 
diadem of mental majesty, and stood forth a monarch in 
the realms of eloquence. He sounded the full diapason 
of the human spirit, touched every chord of passion in 
himself and others, and yet, like some tall cliff around 
which the storm roars, with its head reposing in the blue 
serene, be preservgd a stern self-control amid all the tumult 
as it raged. He combined the utmost energy with every 
variety of expression. His transitions were rapid, and 
sometimes ext.rem~, but the all-absorbing intensity of his 
feelings forced them into unity and gave them breadth. 
He produced extraordinary effects by a look, a tone, a 
gesture. By nature and consummate art, he was ad
mirabl§ endowed for forensic war. He had neither the 
wart of Cicero, nor the stammer of Demosthenes; he 
had healthful IUllgs and graceful limbs, melodious tones 
and a bardy soul, revivified by an impassioned organiza
tion as vigorously developed I:lS it was rigidly controlled. 

Sinee therle was such a happy coalition of extraor
dinary mental and physical qualities in Mr. Emmet, it 
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cannot be a matter of surprise that .his progress 111 

popular Bsti_mation was both rapid and triumphant. In 
1812, he was appointed Attorney-General of the State 
of New Y Qrk; and, in 181 &, bega,n to practice befiJre 
the: supreme tribunal at vVashington. To slicceed in 
this m.ost exalted forum of the· nation, requires the ex
ercise of the ripest kno.vledge of jurisprudence and 
the clearest logical acumen. " Before· such a bar, as 
adorns that court, where some of the ablest men in the 
U:Qion are constantly found engaged in arguments, it is 
difficult for any man long to sustain a professional cha
racter of. distinctiqn, unless he has solid acquirements 
and talents to sustain it." Bilt Emmet'8 success was 
founded on a power s!lperior to the ordinary gifts that 
command popular favor-to undoubted geniu.''l there was 
superadded that moral interest which irresistibly com
mands the best sympathies of an audience. He had 
conducted himself with such gentleness and dignity 

through all the vicissitudes of adversity, persecution, 
imprisonment, and exile, that every generous heart took 
pleasure in contemplating the splendor of his talents as 
he exercised them without ostentation on the serene 
heights of prosperity and fame. Justice Story pre
sents us the follovyinginteresting statement in point: 

" It was at this time that Mr. Pinkney, of Baltimore, 
one of the proudest names in the annals of the Ameri
can bar, was in the meridian of his glory. Mr. Emmet 
was . .a new and untried opponent, and brought with him 
the ample honors, gained at one of. the most distin
guishe.d bars in the Union. . In the only causes in 
which Mr. Emmet was e~gaged,' ·Mr. Pinkney was re-
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tained on the other side; and each of these causes was 
full of important matter, bearing upon the public policy 
and prize-law of the country Curiosity was awakened; 
their mutual friends waited for the struggle with im
patient eagerness; and a generous rivalry, roused by 
the public expectatio11s, imparted itself to their bosoms. 
A large and truly intelligent audience \>;,'as present at 
the argument 'Of the first cause. It was not one which 
gave much scope to Mr. Emmet's peculiar powers. 
The topic was one with which he was not very fa
miliar. He was new in the scene, and somewhat em
barrassed by its novelty. His argument was clear and 
forcible; but he was conscious"that it was not one of 
his happiest efforts. On the other hand, his rival was 
perfectly familiar with the whole range of prize-law; 
he was at home, both in the topic and the scene. He 
won an easy victory, and pressed his advantages with 
vast dexterity, and, as Mr. Emmet thought, with some
what of the display of triumph. The case of the Ne
rei de, so well known in our prize-history, was soon 
afterwards called on for trial. In this second effort, 
Mr. Emmet was far more successful. His speech was 
greatly admired for its force and fervor, its variety of 
research, and its touching eloquence. It placed him at 
once, by universal consent, in the first rank of Ameri
can advocates. I do not mean to intimate that it 
placed him before Mr. Pinkney, who was again his 
noble riv~l for victory. But it settled henceforth and 
for ever, his claims to very high distinction in the pro
fession. In the course of rhe exordium of this speech, 
he tool\: occasion to mention the embarrassment of his 

• 
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own situation, the novelty of the forum, and the public 
expectations, which accompanied the cause. He spoke 
with generous praise or the talents and acquirements of 
. his opponent, whom fame and fortune had follo,;,,~ed both 
in Europe and America. And then, in the most deli-
cate and affi~cting manner, he alluded· to the events of 
his own life, in which mis:fi)rtune and sorrow had left 
many deep traces of their ravages. 'My ambition,' 
said he, 'was extinguished in my youth; and I am ad
monished by the premature ad \'ances of age, not now 
to attympt the dangerous paths of fame.' At the mo
ment when he spoke, the l'eeollections of his .. sufferings 
melted the hearts of his audience, and many of them 
were dissolved in tears." 

We ;win now enter into a more critica:I analysis of 
Mr. Emmet's eloquence. It is to be regretted that we 
have neither the space nor ability to present copious 
extracts characteristic of this great orator's composi
tion. But £ew of his happier efforts were ever reduced 
to. writing, and almost none are now extant. In this 
respect he much resembles the most renowned of his 
predecessors in the best age of Irish eloquence. No 
full record has preserved to us the rhetorical wealth of 
the fascinating and silvery eloquence of Hussey Burgh. 
Only;; few fragmentary remains have come down to 
us of the massive or~tOl'y of Yelverton. The reports 
were never, full and faithful until the times of Plunket, 
Sheridan, Burke, Curran, Grattan', O~Connel and Shiel. 

The ?l:i~imil grandt:mr of the t~mple can hardly be 
estimated- by a few shatte~ed bricks; but as we wa~der 
aroid. th.~ sc~nes. ?fpri~itive gre~tness, and cat~h the 
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few antique tones that still linger there, we remembel 
that even the shepherds were once melodious on those 
glorious hills, and learned to attune their souls to lofty 
airs on pipes formed of the eagle's wing . 

From all that can now be gathered from Mr. Emmet's 
recorded works, and reputation with cotemporary critics, 
we infer that his eloquence was ardent and national, 
original and graceful, sober and substantial, and always 
studious of the good and the just. 

In the first place, he was evidently full of ardor and 
deep national feeling. The circumstances which devel

oped these classes of emotion so strongly in our orator, 
we have already glanced at in considering his early 
life. No doubt he verified most acutely the sentiment 
of Cowper: 

"'Tis liberty alone which gives the flower 

Of fleeting life its lustre and perfume, 

And we are weeds without it." 

In all speakers of the first class, the most pwdominant 
quality is force. The greatest ability in one who 
addresses a popular audience does not consist in the 
po\ver of plunging deep in science or soaring high in 
poetic inspiration, but in \valking firmly on the solid 
earth, swaying the masses of men before him as he goes. 
He must know how to touch and inflame the sympathies 
of mankind, conscious that whatever is not allied to 
these, is foreign to his purpose. His first duty is to be 
understood by all; and this end he will never attain. 
until he can pour him'self into the general heart through 
the channels of deep feeling in· language which all 
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instinctively comprehend. So intimate and sagacious 
are the ties of sympathy which bind all hearts, that the 
most igJ'll'orant person will immediately detect the hollow
ness of false pathos "whenever its imposition is attempted. 
Transitions the most abn'lpt, and language the most 
extravagant, are sufferable when listenei's are once 
imbueel with the fires of sincere emotion, as the smith 
huffets the "mass of iron at discretion and with perpetual 
effect when at a welding heat. To take such liberties 
with an assembly on the dead level of ordinary feeling, 
would be "'Something worse than folly. It is much easier 
to compel laughter and \veeping in rapid alternation, 
,,,,hen hearers are 'Once excited, then it is to create the 
slightest ripple of emotion at the first attacks on the 
frigid sea of mind. 

The only true basis ,of sterling eloquence is severe 
reason: but the imagination is always a grateful accom
paniment, and th,e heart it most powerful aid. Their 
skillful combination constitutes consummate excellence; 
as the combined attributes of Seraphim and Cherubim 
-the knowing ones and the loving ones-signalize the 
highest bliss of heaven. Grace and harmony are essen
tial to effective speech, since they strengthen the ideas 
of the speaker and give energy to his ~xpression. It is 
a primary requisite that he should invigorate the sinews 
and rtiuscles of his mind, and fortify all the powers of 
will with a, masculine firmness; but the articulations of 
bony and sinew strength must be roundect'into symmetry 
and beautified with the -attractive lines of supple life. 
Pope's description -of beauty is equally applicable to 
eloquence. It is not the eye or the brow that we call 

! 
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beauty; and it is not the exertions of intellect or the 
evolution~> of the body, separately considered, that we 
c:all eloquence, " but the full force and just effe~ of all." 
"v\'~hen It speaker is deeply absorbed in his subject, and 
pours himself forth in a tide of glowing emotion, the 
awkwardness of his gesture is lost in the fascination of 
his honest feeling, but no artificial elegance of the out
side can ever be substituted for the rugged and sincere 
workings of the heart. Emmet, in his better moments, 
wTough:t in the creation of oratorical armor like a god. 

I.! '" 

Some of his paragraphs are the embodimel1ts of the 
most powerful conceptions in the most vivid language 
ever [.)rged in the blazing furnace of impassioned mind. 

Lord Brskine, himself an admirable proficient in elo
quence., said in a letter introductory to the speeches of 
l"ox, that "intellect alone, however exalted, without 
strong feelinO'bs-\vithout even irritable sensibility-

c.; , 

would be only like an immense magazine of powder, 
if there 'were no such element as fire in the natural 
world. It is the heart which is the spri~g and fountain 
of all eloquence." To be efficient in the use of speech, 
one must be himself moved, must be sincere and in 
earnest. "'Vithin, the fires of logic, fed by passion, 
must keenly burn; without, nn air of conviction and 
forgetfi.I1ness of self> must mantle the speaker and aug
ment his power. A co1d-blooded retailer of hackneyd 
plilrases and empty tropes, who contemplates his delicate 
hand as he: \vaves it in effeminate prettiness, and recites 
his pointless periods in tones as insipid as their "author's 
spirit, ',"ill never attract a crowd ana kindle in them 
the healthy ex.citement of fervid Rensibility. A man 

!A 
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, ay convince a few, and even inducl'many to act, by 
mere reason and argument. But th~t kind of oratory 
which ,.:>mm\lnds universal admiration, and stamps its 
author: a master among men, is never. divorced from 
great warmth of conception and manner of expression. 
Passion, when it rouses and kin.dles the mind, without 
disturbing the power of self-possession, always substan
tiates and exalts the associated powers ef the mind. 
The fervid inspiration of the heart renders the intellect 
more enlightened, vigorclUs, penetrating, and imperial, 
than it is in the calm of indifference. Thus prompted, 
the sp~aker is in no loss for. vvords, or apt deductions. 
Through. theJu~id medium of contagious sympathy, he 
transmits to others the glowing sentiments he feels; 
his looks, tones,gestures, are all persuasive, and nature 
in every such instance, shows herself infinitely more 
powerful than art. 

Eloquence, so far as it is excellent and true, will be 
national-. it will be characterized by the most promi
nent features of t~e nation by whom and for whom it 
is produced. ~Every judici.ous. speaker will consult the 
taste of his. audience; in doing this he will designedly 
or by' inst~nct catch the tone of the inclinations l1e 
.consults, and will shortly .cometo possess th~ cbaracter 
he ,~as assumed. This' law of .assimilation is as v.ene
rable as human nature itself, and the recognition of its 
pOlVer in forensic life is certainly as old -as CiceI:o. 
Said he, "The eloquence 9f orators has al~&ys been 
governed by thetas1e of the hearers. He who is de
sirous of being hea:d with approbation, naturally con
sults the dispositions of those whom he has to addtess, .. 

l 
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and in all respe~ts conforms himself to their will and~ 
ph~asure." Emmet was rocked in the cradle of liberty, 
and grew in one continued struggle for human rights. 
Every faculty-he possessed had been tempered in the 
,flames of persecution abroad, ere he came to be pro
tected and matured by the Genius of Liberty at her 
great western shrine. Providence created and trained 

him for great and noble deeds. 
. In the second place, Mr. Emmet was original and 

graceful to an uncommon degree. Originality is one of 
tile best traits of Irish eloquence. It is unique both in 
its good qualities and its bad; it strikingly exemplifies 
the temperament and mental structure of the people of 
the "Emerald Isle." 'To attain excellence in oratory 
of a high order, originality is pre-eminently demanded. 
The speaker must yield to the potent impulses of his 
own spirit, rather than conform to the cold rules not in
digenous to the soul and soil of his father-land. Per
severing practice may produce the frigid uniformity of 
a fluent harangue;. but it is only when God's creative 
breath fans the fires of patriotism in the soul sublimely 
endowed, that a true orator is fashioned-for sovereignty 
over the hearts of mankind. Mechanism is of great 
utility in reducing powerful elements to practical use, 
but mechanism has no power to create the etherial syirit 

of omnipotence it struggles to e+mploy .•. 
Origin~lity is not extravagance, ,nor need one be un

couth in or4er to be strong. Indeed, as Carlyle has 
-said, "it is a. fundamental.mistake to call vehemence 
and rigidity strength.. A man is not strong who takes 
convulsion fits; though six men cannot hold him then . 

• 
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;:'He that can walk under heaviest weight without stag
gering, he is the strong man." The most rugged and 
refined qualities were combined in Mr. :Emmet's com
pOSItIOn. Fervid passions and\ resistless energies lay 
folde.d-within him, like ,latent lightnings in a summer 
cloud~. but over these accumulated stores of power, 
affection, "soft 118 dews ~on roses," spread a graceful 
mantle, shrouding what on fitting occasions burst forth 
in fire-showers to blast wherever they fell. Like all 
regal spirits of the rostrum, he always excelled with 
greatest certainty where his sympathies were mast 
aroused. Marinns, speaking of old Proclus, the com
mentator on Plato, says, that" he did not seem to be 
without divine inspiration. For ,vords similar to the 
most white and thick-falling snow, proceeded from his 
wise mouth; his eyes appeared to be filled with a fulgid 
splendor, and the rest ~f his face to participate of divine 
illumination." The allusion here is undoubtedly to the 

beautiful description of Ulysses in the third book of the 
Iliad, which is paraphrased as follows by :Pope : 

"But when he speaks, what elocution flows! 

Soft as the fleeces of descending S!lOWS 

The copipus accents fall with easy art; .. 
Melting, they falL and sin,k into the heart." 

Emmet had much of that enthusiastic suavity,-. that 
humor combined with pungency so pecuHar to his 
countryinen,--that kno~ledge of human nature, and 
tact in controlling it, which Croly has so graphically 
described as. the leading quality in SHeridan: "Of all 
great speakers of a day fertile in oratory; Sheridan had 
the most conspicuous' natural gifts.' His figure; at his 

'" 
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first introduction int.o the House, ,vas manly and strik
ing; his countenance singularly express~ve, when excited 
in debate; his eye, large, black, and mtellectual; and 
his voice, one of the richest., most flexible, and most 
sonorous, that. ever came from human 1ips. Pitt's was 
powerful, but monotonous; and its l~e~sur~d tone often 
wearied the ear. Fox's was all coniuslOn m t.he com
mencement of his speech; and it required some t,ension 
cf ear throughout to catch his words. Burke s was 

1 d d bold but unmusical; and his contempt for 011 an. , 
order in his sentences, and the abruptness of his grand 
and swelling conceptions, that seemed to roll through 

his mind like billows before a gale, often m~de t.l:e 
defects of his delivery more striking. But Shendan, m 

d . h 1 every quality that ·111ann-er, gesture, an VolC~, a~ ~ .I., 

cou1d !:!'ive effect to eloquence. PItt and l' ox WeIe lIs
tened ~'o with profound respect, and in silence, broken 

only by occasional cheers; but from the moment of 

Sheridan's rising, there was an expecta.tion o~ pleasure, 
which, to hilS last days, was seldom dlsappomted. A 
low murmur of eagerness ran round the house; every 
word was watched for, and his first pleasantry set the 
whole assemblage in a roar. Sheridan was aware of 
this, and has been heard to say, "that if a jester would 
never be an orator, yet no speaker could expect to be 
popular in a. full house without a jest; and that he 
always made the experiment, good or bad, as a laugh 
gave him the country gentlemen to a man." Mr. 
Emmet may not have equalled his great countryman 
in the talent of humor and story-telling, but -in all the 
more ele,,"ated qualities of an orator, he was rarely 

I:":.'JI: 
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excelled. Science had well trained his reasoning powers, 
and the graces adorned with their zone every passion 
of his b.reast. He conceived his argument strongly, 
and havltlg clothed his thought in the choicest phrase
ology, 

" He said and acting what no words could Ray, 
He sent his soul with every lance he threw." 

We remark, thirdly, that Mr. Emmet, as an orator , 
was both sagacious and substantial. Many persons 
doubt that great elegance and utility ~can be combined. 
It rs sometimes supposed that a forerisl'c\her6 must be 
ugly in order to be useful. I( his weapons are polished 

and ch.astely ado~ned, however massive, their beauty 
and bnghtness raIse suspicions as to their durability 
and strength. Since gravity is usually the cloak of 
wisdom, the undiscriminating world n~t unfrequently 
forget that many exceptions exist, where dullness is 
clothed in robes the most demure. Hence the general 
disposition to depreciate any example of uncommon 
brilIianc~, as tending to demonstrate by its glowing 
~ubstance, that insipidity and reason are -not always 
mseparable ~ompanions. Gold is 110t the less valuable 
whe~ superbly wrought into artistic shapes, elegantly 
burmshed and embossed. The solidity of a temple's 
substructure is not weakened by the grandeur of its 
colonnades and ,the graceful swell of the dome; nor is 
he the strongest of intellectual beings whose arid reason 
is the only faculty with which he is endowed. The 
power of " a well-balanced mind is augmented. by the 
energies' 'Of the heart and imagination wmch approxi-

• 1 
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mate the prerogatives of omnipresence and unbounded 

love. 
Exuberance of fancy is certainly a defect, but when 

properly employed, it is an attribute essential to an 
orator. Devoid of the ideal which imagination creates, 
the speaker sinks to a mere dry arguer, the most repul
sive of public men; the plodding mason, but not the 
inspired architect; he breathes not that divine life which 
imparts to dull matter animation and soul. But Mr. 
Emmet never restricted himself to 3: nnrrow range of 
action or thought. He could conciliate attention m 
notes as soft and gentle as birds "singing of summer in 
full-throated ease;" or, if necessary, with equal facility 
he assumed the thunderer's attitude and arms, hurling 
down those bolts that" make flexile the knees of knotted 
oaks." In some of his bolder personifications, he some
times trod the dizzy verge that marks the boundaries 
of the sublime; but he trod it like a god. T'he ballast 
of his intellect gave stability and use to the towering 
sails which deep feeling spread. He had stored his 
memory with noble sentiments, striking images and 
graceful expressions; and these were rendered effective 
by a perpetual enthusiasm for liberal pursuits, elegant 
letters, and lofty freedom. He did not horde wisdom 
for selfish ends, but to guide the public weal, educate 
the people, elevate the national taste, and conduct his 
adopted country, our glorious republic, to the head of 

the mightiest nations on earth. 
This leads us to remark, III conclusion, that 1\'1r. 

Emmet seems ever to have been studious of the just 
and: the good. Justice Story speaks of this, in the 

1 

i 
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foIIoWlng general comments on his character: "His 
mind was quick, vigorous, searching, and buoyant. He 
kindled as he spoke. There was a spontaneous com
bustion, as it were, not sparkling, but clear and glowing. 
H;is object seemed to be, not to excite wonder or 
surprise, to captivate by bright piptures, and varied 
images, and graceful groups, and startling apparitions; 
bqt by earnest and close reasoning to convince the 
judgment, or to overwhelm the heart by a\vakening 
its most profound emotions. His own feelings were 
warm and easily touched. His sensibility was keen, 
and refined itself almost into a melting tenderness. His 

- knowledge of the human heart was various and exact 
He was easily captivated by a belief that his own cause. 
was just. Hence, his eloquence was most striking for 
its persuasiveness. He said what he felt; and he felt 
what he said. His command over the passions of others 
was an instantaneous, and sympathetic action. The 
tones of his v,oice, when he touched on topics calling for 
deep feeling, were themselves instinct with meaning. 
They were utterances of the soul, as well as of the lips." 

No man was better' qualified to put a just estimate 
upon Mr. Emmet, than the great and good judge whose 
judgment has just been quoted, and who, alas! has now 
followed Legare, Wirt,.Pinkney, Emmet, Marshall, and 
others, to the great tribunal. Of- Pinkney's great force, 
but lack of feeling, we have· already spoken. His 
exhibition sometimes .resembled splendid winter scenery, 
gorgeous forests and mountains glittering with sleet, 
and brilliant with innumerable gems, but cold a~ the 

. material Qf whiCh their beauty was formed. But in the 

, 
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d I t tor beheld a scenes which Emmet evoke , t 1e spec a 

t o!' natural luxuriance and verdure, 
summer prospec 1 • 

less dazzling, but infinitely more replete WIth charms. 
His mind was chaste and fair, "as th~ leaves of. the 
., t st book the rose'" and It was destltute 

sprmg s swee e , ' . 
of no element of either natural or acqUlred strengt~d 
His industry was perpetual and elevated. Even amI 
the fires of persecution, like the sacr~d b~sh, he burned 
but vvas not consumed. While unpnsoned. at the 
!' . Scotland he wrote a work on the hIstory of 
10rtress m , 
his abused country, which was printed in New York, 

in 1807. d h' 
Before Emmet was exiled from his native .lan, IS 

most intimate associate at the bar, and noble nval, was 
Curran, of whom Lord Byron said, that he .had spoken 

t than any man had ever \vntten. The 
more poe ry . d 
two young heroes were in many respects alIke, an 
both we.re fi~le exemplifications of great supple~ess com
bined with great power to resist. Judge Robmson, the 
author of several stupid, scurrilous pamphlets, on a 
cert~in occasion cast a sneer on Curran'.s pOVel~ty, by 

b I k that he "suspected hIS law lIbrary the ruta remar (. . J " 

was rather contracted." "It is very true, my Lord, 

replied the indignant barrister, "tha: I am p~or, an~ ~e 
. " s.tancehas somewhat curtaIled my hbrary y 

ClrCu.m d I ho e 
books are not numerous, but they are sele~t, a~. . p 
they have been perused with proper dI~posltIOns. I 
have prepared myself for this high profeSSIOn rathe.r .by 
the study Of a few good works, than by the compOSItIOn 
of it great many bad ones. I am not ashan:ed of my 
poverty; but I should be ashamed df my wealth, could 

18* 
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I hav~ stooped to acquire it by servility and corruption. 
If I rlse not to rank, I shall at least be honest; and 
should I ever cease to be so, many an example shows 
me that an. ill-gained elevation, by making me the more 
conspicuous, would only make m~ the mbre universally 
and the more notoriously contemptible." vVith all such 
bur~ing indignation towards arrogance, tyranny, and 
se:'vlle m~anness, Emmet profoundly sympathized. His 
pnvate Me was irreproachable, and his professional 

career was ever characterized by a noble demeanor 
. .. ... ' 

patl~nt InVestIgatIOn, and untarnished integrity. As a 
patnot, Mr. Emmet was worthy to t.ake the place he 
has won among the choicest spirits of our race. He 
loved freedom, as his dear brother Robert loved his 
broken-hearted betrothed, to whose father he wrote 
from prison as follows; "I would rather have had the 
affections of your daughter in the back settlements of 
America: than the first situation this country could 
afford ~lthout them." At twelve o'clock on the day of 
executIOn, the same hand wrote its last lines thus: 

"My lo-:e, Sarah! it was n~t thus that I thought to 
have requ~ted your affection. I did hope to be a prop 
rou.nd whiCh your affections might" have clung, ani' 
whICh would never have been shaken;. but a rude bla~t 
has sIIapped it, and they have fallen over a grave. 

'?'his)s no ti,me for affliction. Ihave had public 
mot:ves to sustain my mind, and I have not suffered it 
to smk; but there have been moments in my imp~ison
ment when m,y mind was so sunk by grief on he; 
account, that death would have been a refuge. ,. 
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t, God bless you! I am obliged to leave off imme

diately. 
"ROllERT EMMET." 

The enthusiastic patriotism which allured him to his 
destiny, and fortified him in all the tempest he endured 
of withered hopes and accursed tyranny, enabled,him, 
it is said, to write the above lines with composure, and 
immediately after to meet his fate with unostentatious 
fortitude. The two brothers were alike, fear1ess of 
aristocratic or regal ma1ice, and ready to die at any 
moment rather than be recreant to duty. Such is the 
inspiration which the good and the true imbibe at the 

shrine of righteous liberty. 
In the van of a glorious morn not yet risen to full 

day, Thomas Addis Emmet was dragged from dungeon 
to dungeon, hunted from continent to continent, athwart 
seas and oceans, until he found a safe and honorable 
protection undeT the regis of America. Here he pur
sued a long and glorious career. His death took place 
in the sixty-third year of his age, in a manner some
what remarkable. NovembeT 14th, 1827, while con
ducting an important case at New York. in the 
Circuit Court of the United States" he was seized with 
an apoplectic fit, which put an end to his existence the 
foHowing night. He was thus suddenly cut down in 
the fullness of his 'Virtues, strength, and fame. It was 
only on the day preceding the fatal attack, that he had 
delivered a most powerful address to a jury in a cause 
of the greatest difficulty and importance. The whole 
nation mourned his fall. Precious and splendid tes-
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timonials immediately indicated the high pla,ce he 
occupied in popular regard. Nor was the rf-spect 
thus proffered a transient emotion. In the crowded 
thoroughfare of Broadway, the admirers of genius and 
exalted w{)rth may still be often seen to pause and con
template the noble' monument to his memory in St. 
Paul:s church-yard.' 

This perpetuity of admiration mingled with grief, 
comports wen with the character of the man we have 
attempted to described. He was as fascinating in pri
vate life, as he was splendid in the forum. His manners 
were conciliating and attractive to an extraordinary 
degree, blending the dignity and urbanity of the gentle
man with the cordiality and playfulness of the friend. 
Like Hector, setting aside his crested helmet, that he 
might not frighten his boy, he laid aside all perfunc
tionary austerities, and put every person in his presence 
at cunfiding ease .. Politeness in him was of the truest 
type, and flowed from its only true source-a noble, 
warm, and magnanimous heart. For whatever was 
amiable in childhood, or venerable in age-lovely iIi 
woman~· oJ: heroic in man-lofty in principle, endearing 
in· friendship, or praise-worthy- in enterprise, he had an 
instinativecapacity. to appreciate, and spontaneous 
sympathies to embrace. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

~--

JOHN RANDOLPH, 

THE IMPERSONATION OF SARCASM. 

ONE of the most remarkable men that ever lived was 
John Randolph, of Roanoke. He was born on 2d of 
June, 1773, at Matoax, the seat of his father, three miles 
above Petersburg, V,irginia. In his veins were blended 
the' aristocraticlrlo()d of England and the blQod royal of 
primitive America. " His 10rdly bearing, aboriginal de
scent, eccentric career and extraordinary eloquence, 
early fastened the attention, of his countrymen upon 
him, and through many years engrossed popular regard 

to a wonderful degree. 
The progenitor of the Virginia Randolphs was Wi1-

liam of Yorkshire, England, who settled at Turkey 
Island, on the James River. William married Mary 
Isham" of Bermuda Hundred. Several of their sons 
were distinguished men: William was a member of the 
House.of Burgesses, fr,om Goochland, 1740, and Adju
tant-General of the G~loily~ Richard was a member of 
the H(luse of Burgesses; 1740, for Henrico, and slid.· , 

: c~eJe~hist brother was treasurer. Sir J ohn was~Speaker . 
ofthe House of Burgesses and Attorney-General. Peter, 
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· son of the 2d W'lr" R 
House of B I lam andolph, was Clerk of the 

urgesses and A ttorne T G I 
brother -of J 01 3 - xenera . Peyton 

.... . m, was Speaker of the Hous . ' 
ge~ses;and President of tl fi. e of Bur-

. "de.]phla. T. homas M 1e
R 

1 st Congress held at Phila-
. .,. ,;: ,ann andol h 
· William, of Turke ' lIP , great grandson of 

. '. J s and, was a me b f h 
gll1la Convention 17""'5 f m er 0 t e Vir-

R 
' ',rom Goochl d B 

andolph was Member of A an. everly 
during the Rev 1 f ssembly, from Cumberland 

. 0 u IOn, and member of tI C ' 
that formed the F d . 1 C " 1e onvention 

. ... .. ,:. e e1 a onstItutlOn d fl' 
gIl1Ia Converitiorrlh t +'fi d . ,an 0 t 1e Vu'-

- , . a rae1 e It Gov' f h 
of Virginia and Secretary of S' eJ nor 0. teState 
Robert Rando .. lph f tate of the Umted States. 

. ,son 0 Peter R" h d 
grandson of Peter . and D . d M' lC ar Randolph, 
th .. e2d Richard "'e'1'e"c • a

l 
VI .. eade .Randolph, son of 

,Vy . ava ry offi·· . 
Reyolution. - cers In the \¥ ar of the 

/~Bhn Randplpb, oLRo~nok .'. _.. '. .... . ..•. 
Richard. l'Ifih. d'i·.·. . e, was grandson of the 1st 
· y lst11lgmshed farnir .'''''' 
Including'Tbomas IV '. h 11 f: .' . les. In vIrgInia, 

,,_ . J.ar~ a , ather of th Ch' . 
were descended from R' d I h e lef JustIce, 

Jane Bollin an 0 p of Turkey Island. 
. g,great-grand-daughter f P 

rnarfled Richard Randol Ii '~'f~:C :~I':. 0.. ocabontas, 
J f R ~ p, 0 ur es J ()hn R . d 1 . 
. r., Ooi:tlioke, seventh child of' ;''','' an 0 ph, 

. rIed .Frances Bland and h that marrIage, mar-
R . ,Our ero· John R d I 

oanoke, was one of the child- ' . .an 0 ph, of 
The R d 1 h ren of thIS umon. . 

an 0 p s were proud of th . . '" 
and named their . elr patnclan~,blood 

., . respectIve seats with d' .' ",' ' 
~}~tiriction; such as Th ' . j,~. soun mg tltH~s of 

.-,~ 1"\.' ... 'u.'·l,t-. R omas,l;t.-o~.;;i~'uckahoe .. Isha' f' 
. ';' ... '.l::h •• ,,~geness . . h . J; ,m 0 'It'a'- ....... : i,""".; , IC ard, of CurIes; iind J h f ,r' . \:?It1:ier !o.l'-"," h . ,on, 0 Roanoke. 
, . . ,fanc es of thIs famous famiI h .' .iti:'. . 0, 

j mansions at· Turkey Island BY' ~d theIr spl~hdia .. 
. '_",_' remo, Vanna, Wilton, and . 

:" .. 

! 
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Chatswort, venerable localities eagerly contemplated by 
the curious traveller on James River. The crest of the 
arms of the Virginia Randolphs is an antelope's head . 

John Randolph's early education, according to his 

own account, was very irregular. He was sent to a 
country school at an early age, where he acquired the 
rudiments of the Latin and Greek languages. His 
health failing, his mother sent him to Bermuda, where 
he remained more than a year, losing all his Greek, but 

reading with great avidity many of the best English 
authors. After his return to the United States, he was 
sent with his brother Theodorick, to Princeton College, 
where they commenced their studies in March, 1787. 
In the year 1'788, after the death of his mother, he was 
sent to college in New York, but returned to Virginia, 
in 1790. In the.same year he went to Philadelphia, to 
study law in the office of Edmund Randolph, then re
cently appointed Attorney-General of the United States. 
But his law studies scarcely extended beyond the first 
book of Blackstone. He became of age in June, 1794, 
up to which time he appears to have led an irregular, 

desu1tory life, ~;ith a residence as fluctuating as his 

object of pursuit was undecided. 
In Greek literature, John Randolph never was a pro-

ficient; in Latin he was better read, and quoted its 
treaSUT~s wi~h promptness and accuracy. But with the 
best ~nglish classic:!;' he was thoroughly and comprehen
sively acquainted. In his "Letters to Dudley," he 
speaks. of his education as follows: "I think you have 
nev8lhead Chancer. Indeed, I have sometimes blamed 

myself for not cultivating your imagination when you 

_'" r g' 
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were young. It is a dangerous quality, however, for 
the possessor. But if from my life we;e to be taken the 
pleasure derived from that faculty, very little would 
remaiIl;. Shakspeare and Milton, and Chaucer and 
Spe}1~er, and Plutarch, and the Arabian Nights' Enter
tainments, and Don Quixote, and Gil BIas, and Tom 
Jones, and Gulliver, and Robinson Crusoe, 'and the 
tale of Troy divine,' have made up more than half my . 
worldly enjoyment. To these ought to be added 
Ovid's Metamorphoses, Ariosto, Dryden, Beaumont and 
Fletcher, Southern, Otway, Pope's Rape and Eloisa, 
Addison, Young, Thompson, Gay, Goldsmith, Gray, 
Collins, Sheridan, Cowper, Byron, JEsop, La Fontaine, 
Voltaire's Charles XII., Mahomet and Zaire, Rousseau's 
Julie, Schiller, Madame de Stael, but above all, Burke. 
One of the first books I ever read was Voltaire's Charles 
XII.; about the same time, 1780-1, I read the Specta
tor, and used to steal away to the closet containing 
them. The letters frot!! his correspondents were my 
favorites. I read Humphrey Clinker, also, that is, 
Win's and Tabby's letters, with great delight; for I. 
could spell at that age pretty correctly. Reynard the 
Fox, came next, I think; then Tales' of the Genii and 
Arabian N.ights. T·his last, and Shakspeare, were my 
ldols. I had read them, with Don Quixote, Gil Bias, 
Quintus Curtius, Plutarch, Pope's Homer, Robinson 
Crusoe, Gulliver, Tom Jones, Orlando Furioso,' and 
Thompson's Seasons, before I was eleven years of age; 
}\:l~€iG~I~~~ith's Roman History, and an old history of 
Br:~ddock. s War. At about eleven, (17,84-5,) Percy's 
Rehques and Chaucer became great favorites, and 
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Chatterton and H.ovdey. I then read Young and Gay, 
&c. Goldsmith I never saw till 1787." 

Mr. Randolph made his first appearance in public life, 
in 1799, as a candidate for a seat in Congress, and was 
elected. He 'ivas indebted to his eloquence for success 
in this early contest, as he was without family influence 
in the district, and was a mere boy in appearance. His 
antagonist was the veteran statesman and orator, Pat
rick Henry, T'he exciting questions which arose out 
of Mr. IVfadison's famous resolutions of 1798, were the 
chief matter in debate. On the alien and sedition laws, 
and other exciting topi.cs of that day, the contest ran 
high. An anecdote has been preserved strongly charac
teristic of both c:ombatants. Mr. Randolph was address
ing the populace in answer to Mr. Henry, when a 
comrade said to the latter, "Come, Henry, let qs go--it 
is not worth \'V'hile to listen to that boy." "Stay, my 
friend," replied the sagacious patriot," there is an old 
man's head on that boy's shoulders." 

'Vhen he entered Congress, his youthful aspect, 
among other striking traits, attracted universal surprise. 
As he presented himself at the clerk's table to qualify, 
the official demanded his age. " Ask my constituents," 
was the characteristic reply. 

Mr. Randolph soon became a marked man in the na
tional councils. J-:Iis fearless thought, pungent language, 
withering sarcasm, and general power as a prompt and 
passionate' debater, attracted the admiration as well as 
excited the dread of aU parties within Congress and 
without. He was frequently chairman of important 
committees. participated in almost all the chief debates, 
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and amid one continued whirl of changes and contra· 

dictions, acted the hero and the buffoon for many years 
on the 'public stage. 

Let us attempt to delineate his person, analyzf\ his intel

lect, and describe somewhat minutely his strange career .. 
Johh Randolph was about six feet high. He had 

elevated shoulders, a small head, and a physiognomy all 
the parts of which were entirely unintellectual, except 

his eye. His hair was dark, thin and lank, anol lay 

close to his head. His voice was shrill as a fife, but its 

dear shriekiQg tones could be distinctly heard by a. 
large audience. The muscles and skin about his filCe 
vvere shrivelled and cadaverous, like wrinkled parch

ment; and his whole form was so attenuated and meagre 

that tall as he was, his acquaintances supposed him nBt 

to weigh-more than a hundred and thirty pounds. 

The author of Clinton Bradshaw, who enjoyed a fa-
e vorable opportunity of observing this strange being, has 

given us the following graphic description of his persoll" 

habiliments and manners: "His long, thin legs, about 

as thick as a stout walking cane, and of much such a 
shape, were encased in a pair of light small clothes, so 

tight that they seemed part and parcel of the wearer. 

Handsome white stockings were fastened with great 

tidiness at the knees by a· small gold buckle, and over 

them, coming about half way up the calf, were a pair of 
what, I believe, are -called hose, coarse and country 

knit. He wore shoes. They were old-fashioned, and 
fa'Stened also wifh buckles-large ones. He trod like an 

Inclian, without turning his toes out, but planking them 

straight. ahead. It was the fashion in those days t.o 

1 
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"vcar a fan-tailed coat, with a small collar, and buttons 
far apart behind, and few on the breast. Mr. Randolph's 
w~;~s the reverse of all this. Instead of its being fan

taib:l, it WEtS what I believe the knights of the needle 

call swallow-tailed; the collar was immensely large, the 
buttons behind were in kissing proximity, and they sat 

together [IS {:lose on the breast of the garment as the 

feasters at a crowded public festival. His waist was 

remarkably slene.er: so slender that, as he stood with 

his arms akimbo, he could easily, as I thought, with his 

long bony fingen:, have spanned it. Around him his coat, 

which was very tight, was held together by one button, 
and, in consequenee, an inch or more of tape, to which 

ttw buttons ,vew attached, vvas perceptible where it was 

pulled through tbe cloth. About his neck he ,vore a 

larrre white .cravat, in \vhich his chin was occasionally <:, 

buried as he rnoved his head in conversation; no shirt 

collar was perceptible: every other person seemed to 

pride himself llpon the size of his, as they '.vere then 
'worn large. 1\h. Rando1ph's complexion was precisely 

that oht rnummy-\'vithered, saffron, dry, and bloodless, 

yuu could not have placed a pin's point on his face 

where vou ",;ould not have touched a wrink1e. His 
" lips were thin, compressed, and colorless; the chin, 

beardless as a boy's, was broad [or the size of his face, 

which was small; his nose "vas straight, with nothing 

K'E~markabIe in it, exc,~pt, perhaps, it was too short. He 
1;vore a fur cap, 'ivhich he' took off, standing a few mo

ments uncovered.. Fancy a dead man struck in-to life 

by lightning, and'all his life in his eye, and you have a 

picture of John Randolph." 
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. It would be difficult, we think, to present a more 
striking portraiture of one's exterior, than the one we 
have just quoted. A still more difficult task rernains to 
present in, detail the elements of his mental and rhe
torical power. 

Humor,:wit, and sarcasrn are legitimate and effective 
tools when adroitly used in oratory. There is no 
malignity in true irony. If that which is intrinsically 
absurd, is made to appear ludicrous, when sketched by a 
sagacious master, the ridictlle belongs to the su1::>ject, 
and not to the artist. Bland humor is almost always 
associated with great intellectual strength. Says a 
distinguished Edinburgh reviewer, " Men of truly great 
powers of mind, have generally been cheerful, social, 
and indulgent; while a tendency to sentimental whin
ing, or fierce in tolerance, may be ranked among the 
surest symptoms of inferior intellects. In the whole 
list of our English poets, we can 0nly remember Shen
stone and Savage--tvm, certainly, of the lowest-who 
were querulous and discontented. Cowley, indeed, 
used to call himself melancholy; but he was full of 
conceits and .affectations, and has nothing to make us 
proud of him. Shakspeare, the greatest of them all, was 
evidently of a free and joyous temperament; and so 
was Chaucer, their common master. The same dis
position seems to have predominated in Fletcher, Jon
son, and their great cotemporarie"s. The genius of 
Milton partook something of the austerity of the party 
to whi?h it belonged, and of the controversies in which 
it was 'involved; but. even when fallen OIl evil days 
and evil tongues, his spirit seems to have retained its 
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serenity as wen as its dignity; and in his private life, as 
well as in his poetry, the majesty of a high character is 
tempered with great sweetness and practical wisdom." 

But Randolph was not of this stamp. He possessed 
little of that delicate and courteous humor which" gives 
ardor to virtue, and confidence to truth." '''"hen irony 
is refined and sparingly employed, it produces a pleasing 
excitement of mind in all who can percei\re the sig
nificant' force latent in every delicate allusion, But 
when those personalities are palpable and poignant, as 
was the custom with Randolph, they leave an irritating 
sting in the wound, which breeds death. The dealer 
in such wares is justly dreaded by all, for it is impos
sible to tell who next will be made to bleed under the 
keen dagger of unscrupulous s~rcastn. 'Vith malignant 
delight, such antagonists occupy themsehres incessantly 
in sharpening their arrows, and in pluming them for 
attack. Armed with weapons which, like vipers, though 
small are too deadly to be contemptible, these mental 
dwarfs rendered effective by their venom rather than 
by their reason, scornfully overleap opposing arguments 
which have been elaborated with care, and by sudden 
stings inflict wou l1ds on some sensitive but ,unguarded 
part, and thus destroy the equanimity of the giant whose 
deduCtions tl~ey cannot subvert. One thus tormented 
by ignoble foes will painfully veri(y the sentiments of 

Southey's hero: 

" Quick am I to feel' 
Light ills-perhaps, o'er hasty: summer gnats, 
Finding my cheek unguarded, may infix 
Their skin-deep stings to vex and irritate: 
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.. But if the wolf or forest-boar be nigh, 
I am awake to danger. Even 80 

Bear I a mind of steel and adamant 
Against all greater wrongs." 

Carlyle has said that "true humor springs not more 
from the head than from the heart; it is not contempt 
-its essence is love; it issues not in laughter, but in 
still smiles which lie far deeper. It is a sort of inverse 
sublimity, exalting, as it were, into our affections what 
is below us, while sublimity draws do\vn into our affec
tions what is above us." But of this amiable, vivacious 

e, ". 

excellence, Randolph had little or none. His humor 
was not mere pleasant, pungent railery, but generally 
darkened into ferocious vituperation. He was as' fickle 
as the .. wind, implacable as the storm, and scathing as 
lightning: 

"One of that stubborn sort was he, 
Who, if they once grow fond of an opinion 
They call it honor, honesty, and faith, 
And sooner part with life than let it go." 

Satire, in the person .of one who has a shrewd eye to 
Qbserve, and a graphic pen to describe, is a mighty 
agent for good in the literary and moral world. Whose 
heart does not echo back the brief and pungent ex
elamation of the prince of dramatists? 

" Life's a poor player, 
"Vho frets and struts his hour upon the stage, 
And then is heard no more !', 

Pope has sarcastically amplified 14is thought, and, at 
the same time, added a solemn view to the subject: 

1 
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"Behold the child, by nature's kindly Jaw, 
Pleas'i1 with a rattle, tickl'd with a straw! 
Some livelier plaything gives our youth delight, 
A little louder, but a3 empty quite: 
Scarfs, garters, gold, our riper years engage; 
And beads and prayer-hooks are the toys of age! 
Pleased with his bauble still as that before, 
Till tir'd we sleell, and life'S poor play is o'er." 
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If it is correct to say that a good style resembles the 
crystal of a watch, attracting attention, not to itself, 
but to what is beneath it; then a judicious infusion of 
the bitter-sweet ('If humor into the milk of human kind
ness in composition, will be an advantage rather than 
otherw·ise, since it will excite expectation and command 
respect. In the almost universal skill of pedantic dog
matism which prevails in modern society, we have little 
of the genuine Socratic irony which once instructed 
Athens and improved the world. Frederick Schlegel 
has a pertinent remark on this topic: "We also find in 
the classical wOl:ks of antiquity, at a time that depth of 
a loving sentiment was not so generally revealed, this 
same phenomenon amidst the highest spiritual clearness 
and serenity, in the most charming attire of exquisite 
language. I mean that characteristic irony which be
longed to the discourses and instructions of Socrates, 
as exhibit(~d in the Platonic writings. J must here, 
ho\vever, observe that this word, in the modern usage, 
has sunk to a degree lower than its original meaning; 
insomuch, that it now only signifies common mockery, 
and certainly does not fulfil Aristotle's idea, when he 
says that it makes manners gi·acil)us. True irony IS 

the irony of love." 
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We have endeavored to show that Mr. Randolph was 
grea:;tly deficient in humor; his wit was more abundant 
but not more amiably employed. Satire is undoubtedl; 

~ po.teh~ ordnan:e ~vith which one may "shoot folly as 
It :(hes. But 1S 1t noble to be inclined to ridicule, 
rather than admire,and is that a manlJ)T sensitiveness 
which resents a burst of enthusiasm" ~s an offence 
against the decorum of enlightened society-a fas
tidious and effeminate taste which represses all out
~ourings of generous thought in which glowing passion 
:mpels' the imagination, and exalted sentiment is steeped 
:n fancy? True wit is fearless, frank, and jocund, giv
mg and taking hits with equal magnanimity. But 
Randolph was captious, acrimonious, and 'snarly, never 
sparing his Joes, and often dreaded by his friend·s. The 
scourge with which he unmercifully lashed his victim 
was composed of thongs that cut deeply and left C01'

roding gangrene in the wounds they made. 
We have seen that humor is the genial oil and wine 

of ever.y festival. without which there isno jovial fellow
ship. \i\Tit, on the con~rary, is a tart, pungent ingredi
ent, .much too acid for ordinary stomachs. Itslegiti
mate use lies in the encouragement of timid merit, and 
the discomfiture of insolence. Many crude theories and 
i~l~racticable systems are more succ~ssfully attacked by 
ndlCule than by n~ason. Satire, wisely used in the 
promotion of public morals, and even in the defence of 
religion, will do mere good than a formal discourse· 
sin~e this sort of remedy is grateful to the popular taste: 
whIlst at the same time it imparts reproof and excite~ 
fear: 
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"Of all the ways that y,isest men could find, 

To mend the age and mortify mankind, 

:5alire, well wTit, has most successful prov'd, 

And cure", because the remedy is lov'd." 
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But vve never heard of anyone who had a particular 
affection for Randolph's sarcastic wit. His withering 
spirit "vas not ot the kind that sportively \vould "break 
a butterfly upon the wheel," but a demoniac passion 
that is sure to blast whatever embodiment of beauty or 
strength it scornfully condescends to touch. Had he 
restrained himself within reasonable bounds and subordi
nated his great powers to noble ends, he might have 
accomplisheel an immense amount of good. Shallow 
pretenders to 'wisdom, and ostentatious charlatans of 
divers sorts infest society, every where prompt only to 
distract and destroy, to unmask the hideous features 
of such, and to deride their boastful meanness, is the 

prerogative of men endo;,:ved like the satirist of Roanoke. 
But in painting in vivid and perhaps exaggerated colors, 
the "fears of the brave and follies of the wise," or in 
shipping off the d:isguise of some glittering exterior in 
order to "bare the mean heart that lurks beneath a 
star," his object should be not so much to diminish our 
respect for a particular class of men, as to augment our 
love for all rnankind. If the wise reprover of popular 
or pe~·son.al faults would banish the false glare that 
plays around bold but barren summits, it is only that 
through",;a clearer meciium and over a wider area, we 
Fnay extend our v}ew in the exercise of beneficent 
regards. The most forcible and useful satirists have 
ever been at heart the best-natured men. In them the 

19 
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essence ot: generosity was nmch Ir:tore ablmdant than 
the>bitter ingredient in "which, for exalted purposes 

they sometimes dipped their pen, and it is hy virtue of 

their kindlier elements that their influence continues alive. 

There are a plenty of "cooing, insipid lack-a,daisical 

moralities" in: the '\vorlcL fair I![tlne for the camnic lam-
. 'I. •• ' !;ii' 

pLloner" and arl occasional seourging at his han:il will do 
no harm. There are many popular errors so supremely 

ridiculous that their folly could only be: ex;ceeded by an 

attenlpt to reason them down. " A. maD migb t as \/i'ell 
drag up a forty-two pounder to overthrow a lDI~ge I;n a 

garden of c.ucumbers. By hringing a grave Eyllogism 

against a supreme absurdity, we male it more re~pectable 

than it can be by its native merits. The best thing is 

to knock it over with ridicule." Follies that are fortified 

by fashion are most effectually attae1wd by turning them 
into burlesque, after the style of Don Quixote. This is 

to reD)rm evils without aug-menting them. Bat there 

are other minds, of darker tone, who ever seek n1atter 
of pleasantry in things serious, and are never con tented 

except as 'they can cause the ridiculous to emfmate from 

the sublime. They corrupt, if possible, what i~1 intrinsi

cally elevated and pure; by the fantastio medium through 
whi.ch they cast their cynical look. But this i~: the 

crnelgayety of the 'shallow bufioon, rather than magnani
mous satire seasoned with attic wit. Suchirrnoble 

u' 

spirits have neither the disposition nor ability to soar 

in the region~ of lofty thought, but their descent is 
facile; clinging to 1:he accessories of thirlgs but 11ever 

appreciatingtheirsuhstance. They haunt the domain 

JOHN RANDor.rH. 435 

of moral excellence only as unquiet ghosts, and through 

the: bowers of beauty and magnificence drag their loath. 
some sli~me, not beeause such regions are most congenial 

to their native tastes, but because they, therein find an 

abundance of worth 'which they are ambitious to degrade' 

rather than enj0Y. 

Ridicule is a potent "veapon in the hands of evil men; 

but prineiples which are not substantial enough to \.vith

stand the basest marauders, even \vhen they employ the 

basest tools, deserve to fall. Plutarch, in his life of 
Fabius Maxirnus, says, "as Diogenes, the philos·opher, 

when one said, 'They deride you,' answered 'well, 

'But I am not. derided;' accounting those only to be 

ridiculed, who feel the ridicule and are discomposed at 

it; so Fabius bore without emotion all that happened to 

himself, herein confirming that position in philosophy, 

whieh affirms that a u)'ise and good man can suffer no 

disgrace. " 

But that man's sensibilities must have been indeed 

obtuse \vho did not writhe under the hand of John Ran

dolph, and he was, indeed, fortunate who did not long 

bear the marks of his blows. He had the infernal 

power of investing a fair name with ludicrous associa

tions as lasting as life. He could at will transfix a 

tender heart with fiery-forked antitheses, or brand his 

victim with scorching epithets .that eat like a~pics to 
the soul. There are some diseases that will yield to 

nothing but the caustic; but he would be a terrible 

practiti"ner vvho should resort to this remedy in every 

case. Sometimes burning indignation is demanded in 
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reply to tyrannic arrogance; and is the only kind of 
response in which generous and patriotic bystanders can 
sympathize. - Such an instance occurs in the history_ of 
Irish eloquence.· The supercilious Fitzgibbon-Lord 
Clare-had made a domineering and unmanly attack on 
Mr. Grattan, in his absence. The eloquent and nob1e
hearted Yelverton immediately replied to the titled but 
base calurriniator as follows: "If mv learned friend 

oJ 

were present, the honorable gentleman would take some 
time to consider before he hazarded an encounter 
with his genius, his eloquence, and his integrity. The 
learned gentleman has stated what Mr. Grattan is-I 
will state what he is not. He is not styed in prejudices 
-he does not trample on the resuscitation of his country, 
or live like a caterpillar on the decline of its prosperity; 
he does not stickle for the letter of the Constitution with 
the affectation of the prude, and abandon its principles 
and spirit with the effrontery of a prostitute." 

Randolph had all this energy of contempt, but not 
always equal suavity of language. When fully aroused, 
he would not c0ndescend to steep his sting in honey. 
He neglected the advice of tnat courtly gentleman, 
Sir Lucius O'Trigger: "Let your courage be as keen, 
but at the same time as polished, as your sword." He 
would not only cut, but hack and mangle his victims by 
the -fierceness of his invective. It was utterly impossi
ble either to avoid the lacerating edge of his scathing 
ide~s or be tranquil under the pangs they were designed 

.. .. . 

to inflict. Like St. Anselm, he ~hould have prayed 
God to take· away ob~tinacy from his sentiments and 
rudeness from his manners. 

I 
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As a specimen of tl1e unamiableness of his wit, take 
the following: The Honorable Peter --, who "vas a 
\vatchmak.er, and who represented B-- County for 
manv vears in Congress, once made a motion to amend 

01 01 '--' 

a resolution offered by Randolph on the subject of mili-
tary claims. Mr. Randolph rose up after the amend
ment had been offered and drawing out his watch from 
his fob, asked the Honorable Peter what o'clock it was. 
The honest and unsuspecting member told him. " Sir," 
replied the scornful orator, "you can mend my watch, 
but not my motions. You understand tictics, sir, but 
not tactics." 

Sometimes he served his purpose with apt quotations 
which he hurled full of venom at whole bands of antago
nists. His self-control and defiance ,vere invincible. 
Once when beset by almost the whole House in boiste
rous debate, he turned to his foes with a look of ineffable 
contempt, and then cried out to the Speaker, " Sir, I am 

in the condition of old Lear-

" The little dogs and an, 
Trey, Blanche, and Sweetheart, 

See, they all bark at me." 

The power of ridicule is very great, but its habitual 
use by no means indicates a good heart. He who is 
copiously endowed with extraordinary qualities will 
signalize his superiority over common men, by using his 
wit oftener in friendship than in enmity. But John 
Randolph chose to fight habitually with the weapon of 
contempt; a we,apon which the malignant gladly substi
tute for argument, since it inflicts most pain. He pro
nounced ridicule to be the keenest weapon in the whole 

.1; 
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parlitHTIentary armory, and he learned most skillfully to 

cut and thrust with it, but never played with foils. 
Conflict with him. was no sham, but a war to the knife , 
and knife to the hilt. But this is power which ought to 
be despised rather than admired. In the code of Charon

dar, at ancient .. Sparta, public ridicule \vas assigned as 

the penalty to be inflicted only on the adulterer and 
busy-body, the sycophant and coward. This indicates 

the range such wit holds in dignity, as well as the mea
sure of its force. "The very life of such characters," says 

Moore, "is their licentiousness, and it is with them, as with 

objects that are luminous from putresence-to remove 
their taint is to extinguish their light." 

In tender strains of eloquence Randolph never \vas a 

master. He had too little generous humor and too 

frigid sensibilities for that. . The only time he was ever 

known to attempt the pathetic with success was when he 

moved an adjournment to attend Commodore Decatur's 
funeral. It is said that his expressions of grief on that 

occasion were deep and tragical. He invoked tl19 

national sorrow for the fall of the bri!!htest star in the 
<., 

constellation of our naval glory, and elicited sad notes 

from the Orphean lyre, which might draw" iron tears 

d9wn Pluto's cheek." But the pathetic was not his 

forte. He had not that irresistible inspiration Qf a 
tender heart which enllb1es its ardent possessor to play 

with the feelings of great .multitudes, as Ariel sported 

with Caliban and Trunculo; sometimes diving into the 
billows, sometimes playing in the plighted clou~k He 

had a plenty-of fickleness in his character, but no -gt~eat 
• versatility of talent. His imagination was vivid-for 

",,' 1\. 
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much of his life active to a degree of downright insanity 

-but there were few gentle, attractive hues in his 
wildness. His wit was always tinged with sarcasm, or 
debased into gloomy invectiye. His intellect was bril
liant, but its effulgence was borro\ved of passions the 
least amiable, ever ready to blast where it shone. As 
he advanced in life, the currents of his heart seem to 

have merged into a single channel, and that ran pro

fusely with gall. Irony to intimidate the feeble, and 
inveetive to harass the strong, \vere the resources 
most husbanded by him and constantly employed: 

"Like t,yO dark serpents tangl!'d in the dust, 
That on the paths of men their mingling poisons thrust." 

In mental character and manners of s;peech, Ran

dolph, in several p8rticulars, \V88 much like a dis

tinguished living statesman of France. A recent 

listener to the latter, describes the scene as follovvs: 

"At leng1h silence is re-established; the orator is about 

to speak; listen, or if your organization is at all delicate 

and musical, begin by stopping yonI' ears, and open 

them by degrees, for the voice you are going to hear is 
one of those shrill, screeching, piercing organs ·which 

"{QuId make Rubini shiver, and give Lablanche a fit. It 
is. something equivoeal, anomalous, amphibious, neither 
masculine or feminine, but rather appertaining to the 
neuter gender; and strongly flavored,moreover, \"ith a 

provincial accent. 
" And, yet, this little man, without appearance, with

out dignity, withol;lt voice, is none other than M . 

Thiel'S, one of the most eminent personages of the 

,j I' 1.1 . . 
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epoch, and one of the most powerful orators of,::the 

Chamber. Those sbrilllungs emit sounds almost always 
listened to with favor, and often applauded with phren

zied enthusiasm; from that nasal throat issues a flow 

of words transparent as crystal, rapid as thought, sub

stantial and compact as meditation itself." 

If the Frenchman and American resembled each 

other in the traits aboye named, their power of tor
menting an opponent was absolutely identica1. Con

tinues the writer just quoted: "Have you ever seen a 
bull endeavoring vainly to get rid of a gad-fly, vvhich 

fixes itself upon his sides, his eyes, his ears, his nostrils, 
'" and stupifies the beast with his buzz-"-the infuriate 

animal bellows, foams, twists, and rolls itself about, but 

unable to free itself from its indefatigable foe, terminates 

the contest by. plunging headlong down an abyss ?" 
This sketches Randolph to the life. His cynical soui 

fastened itself at different points on his antagonist, like 

a vampire, and the victim was not abandoned till all 

vital blood was destroyed. His attacks had much of 

the condensed bitterness of J uniu·s, and were not often 

more gross. But when most restrained there was still 

a tendency in the evil. spirit to escap~; you might hear 

the growls through the thongs of the muzzle. His hints 

and insinuations, accompanied by significant glances 

and sneering tones, Were enough to disturb ordinary 

equanimity; but the ·withering power of his more. direct 

invective was insufferable to the last degree. 

Of the new Constitution of Virginia, he said, "It 
. was brought into life with the Sardonic grin of death 

• upon. its countenance." In that expression he has 

\ 
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aiven us the outline and tone of his own portrait. His 
b 

language was pointed and severe, full of condensed fi:'e 
and inhuman energy. His oratory was Spartan m 

brevitv and force; his words fell like vipers among his 

hearel:'s, and stung them into fiery excitement. He was 
morhid and morose to excess; but his gloom was volcanic 

heat, ready to explode at any moment and in any direc

tion. Suddenly, his stoical nature would become pos
sessed as by a demon, and his cold, sinister eye blazed 

with splendid fires, and radiated from his hueless face like 

a wintrY sky flashing with lightning. A political oppo

nent b~ast~d on the stump, that if his mind was not 

naturally as strong as that of the Orator of Roanoke, he 

had done his b~~st, by an arduous collegiate course, to 

improve it, &c. "Not the first weak soil, gentleme~," 
exclaimed Randolph, interrupting him, "that exceSSlVe 

cultivation has red~ced to barrenness :-let him stay at 

home-let him lie fallow, fallow." 
\Ve have sketched J ahn Randolph's person and 

mental constitution; let us now glance at the use he 
made of his powers in his public career. He entered 

public life in 1787. In 1806, he declared open hosti!ity 

to the administration of Jefferson, and from that tlme 
seems to have quarrelled with every public measure and 

every prominent man. In 1811, those paroxysms of 
. 't becran to appear of which in his Letters to lnsanl y 0< , 

Dudley, he says he had a lurking consciousness, and 

which, in the form of hypochondria, was t.he great 
malady of his lif-e. It was in this year .that hIS ~nglo
mania developed itself so strongly, whlCh led h1m on 

the lOth of December so violently to oppose the war; 

19* 
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an opposition perpetually renewed, as on ,the resolution 
he offered, May 29th, 1812. "That under existing cir
cumstances it is inexpedient to resort to war against 
Great Britain." It was in the angry debate connected 
with !his resolution that his anirrlOsity became fuUy 
aroused against Mr. Clay. 

In 1822, he visited England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
countries of which he had previously acquired a won
derfully minute and correct idea from conversation and 
books. The attention he received abroad was very 
great, his eccentricity was in no way abated, and he 
returned to figure a while longer with aggraV;llted vexa· 
tion on the public stage. 

It is easy to perceive from Randolph's letters, as well 
as fron1 his speeches, that he read immensely, and had 
a strong memory to retain what he had once mastered. 
He .~vas the demon of cleverness. He had almost every 
subject at the very end of his fingers, and could, if the 
fil pleased him, converse admirably on every intelligent 
theme. He had, a vast amount of miscellaneous know
ledge, but little scientific discipline. He was ready for 
every occasion, could declaim better than any body 
else on every thing, but was elaborate and sound in 
nothing. 

Randolph's most extensive and critical knowledae lay 
in the departme.nt of old English literature. Evidently 
~)e was chaste In langl!age, and exceedingly fastidious 
In the selectton of words. He was feudal in' taste and 
anti-republican in education. Foreign books, baronial 
castles a~d ducal pedigrees, filled his imagination and 
formed hIS' manners. By profession, he was a democrat· , 

\ 
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in spirit and practice he was an u1tra aristocrat. He 
disliked and opposed every administration from Wash
ington to Jackson; in every thing and towards every 
body, he was ,,' a good hater." His tongue was "a 

cha~.tered libertine," steeped in the poison of asps, and 
ready to impede any step of popular progresg. He con
fided in no one, and was distrusted, if not despised by 
al1. The curse-book of Pandemonium was condensed 
by him into epigrams and antitheses of malignant con
tempt, and hurled like double-he'aded shot at all whom 
the whirn of the moment marked as his foes. He took 
his old books to England to be bound, rather than have 
them repaired north of Mason and Dixon's line, and it 
is believed, "vith the same hatred of every thing noble 
bevond'the contracted sphere which his own contempti

bl; prejudices ilad formed, he ,vould have fed his enmity 

at the expense of all the freedom of our land. 
It has been said of Fox's speeches, that" they are full 

_ of impressive allusions; they abound in expositions of 
the adversary's inconsistency; they are loaded with 
bitter invective; they never lose sight of the subject; 
and they never quit hold of the hearer by the striking 
appeals they make to his strongegt feelings and his 

favorite recollections: to the heart, or to the quick and 
immediate sense of inconsistency, they are always 
addressed, and find their way thither by the shortest and 
surest road; but to the head, to the calm and sober 
judgment, as pieces of argumentation, they assuredly 
are not addressed. But Mr. Fox, as he went along, and 
exposed absurdity, and made inconsistent arguments 
clash, and laid bare shuffling, or hypocrisy, and showered 



444 ORATORS OF "TUE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

down upon meanness, or upon ctue:,ty, or .oppression, a 
pitiless storm of the most:fi.erce invective, ,vas ever 
forging also the long, and cOrhpacted, and!~nassivE: chain 

of pure demonstration.", ,jfif,", 
John Randolph possessed the erratic qualities attributed 

above to the eloquence of Charles James Fox, without 

~ts hig.her 'attr~butes.. He wa~~}~H~r:ly fit~:ed to rebuke 
mcon~,;]Stency mothers, asof;4tlr./statesmen that ever 
lived he was most vacillating and inconsistent him
self. He was utterly devoid of stability of character. 
His positions were changed so rapidly, that it was im
possible to tell where he would next appear, and what 
new mode of attack he would next empJoy. No public 
man ever frittered away time so uselessly, and expeuded 
his resources with such abortive aims. ""\Vatcn bim in 
anyone of his set speeches, and it will' be a question 
~hether in any other spectacle whatever you can dis

cover so great a waste of power. Every succeeding 
paragraph has a different design from those which pre
ceded it; and from the utter confusion and opposition 
of the integral forces, the aggregate energy is destroyed. 
You will see him at one moment sedulously hunting 
with a pack of allies to whom the glow of a common 
hatred has united him, but in the next instant, if a cross 
scent strikes him, he will be found scampering off, in 
hot haste, an~ will return before long, loaded with the 
trophies of a- victory over his own associates. This 
extreme fickleness and oddity doubtless very much. con
tributed to his success. He kept· his hearers in con
stant suspense, watching for the next vagary that might 
appear. Like Dean Swift, he would often make are-
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mark, much like a compliment, and then transform it 
into a sarcasm, or he would abruptly utter a sarcasm, 
and with 'ambiguol~s malice qualify it into a compliment. 
Those who were mqst familiar with Randolph's mode 
of debate, vvere ac~ustomed to take him in a sense 
opposite to his apparent design. If he began by treat
ing his antagunist ''lith unwonted respect, it \vas easy 
to see that the kindness' was unnatural, and that his 

assumed flattery was portentous. His fitful courtesy in 
the forum was never real, but a hollow air put on for 

the moment, 

" vVith smooth dissimulation skill'd to grace, 

A devil's purpose with an angel's face." 

The ample folds of hypocritical comp1acency with 
'which he occasionally condescended to drape his foe, to 
the infinite dismay of the victim, would soon kindle 

into the fierce torture of the shirt of Nessus, and burn to 

the quick. 
Randolph prepared himself for forensic strife in a 

\vay as pecu1iar to himself as it was characteristic of 
every thing he attempted to perform. In the first place, 
he made himself familiar with the private history, pecu
liar temperament, and personal foibles of every man 
with whom he was associated. Then, as soon as he 
conceived the purpose of making a speech, his mind 
went to work to collect, arrange, and prepare his mate
rials .. Every thing strong and stinging that could be 
wrought into his intended. harangue, was carefully can
vassed, and if found worthy, was put down in his ran
dom notes. But it was only on the point of some 
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epigram, the "sting in the tail" of. a sarcasm, as he 
himself declared, that he'- bastqwed espeeia~ care.' The 
chain of his argurD.ant was left for the chances of the 
occasion to forge; but the perpet"~laccompaniment of 
ridicule was anxiously and maliciously -premeditated. 
,He carried these sharpened missiles about with him 

constantly, and if the fitting Cl.~pasion did not soon 
occur to disgorge himself in pubWb; he would often re
hearse his oratorical points in private conversation. 
Sa.ys one of -his acquaintances, ,.., I remember particu

larly the last speech he made in the House of Repre
sentatives. lIe had been waiting the opportunity to 
make it for ten days: and in that interval, I arn in
clined to think, I heard from him, in private, almost 
every brilliant thought contained in the speech." vVith 
his wide scope of personal aquaintance, and with his 
habits of prepared onslaught, his rising to address the 
House was a signal for universal dread and commotion. 
Piquant al1usions, epigrammatic phrases, malicious 
anecdotes, scornful and withering quotations, brief but 
most excrutiatingly pertinent to the persons before him, 
flew off'in every direction like sparks from Vulcan's 

forge, and, like the bolts of Jupiter, shivered wherever 
they fell. He knew the vulnerable part of every cha
raDter, and often hurt the most when the popular eye 
least saw th~ blow. 'It has been well remarke-d that he 
used his tongue as a: jockey would his whip; hit the sore 
placetill'the blood came, and there was no flourish or_ 
noise in aoing it: 

,: Many surviV'e R:andolph who remember the aspect 
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he presented in Congress, and the effects he wrought. 
In the language of Wordsworth, he was one of those 

" Dire faces, figures dire, 

Sharp-knee'd, sharp-elbow'd, and lean-anckled, too, 
With long and ghastly sllanks, forms which once seen 

Could never be forgotton." 

His tones were as unearthly as his look. His ges
ture was chiefly ,vjth his long and emaciated finger, 
more like the talon of a vulture than the member of a 
human form. The impressiveness with which he used 
this in debate was proverbial. There was a great deal 
of heedless power and striking caprice in his manner 
of address. He was attractive as an orator, on the 
same principle that the cell in the Jardin des Plante.';, 

at Paris, closely glazed arid guarded with iron net:work 
without, is perhaps the most popular show-room 111 the 
world, because it contains the most destructive serpents 
and deadly creatures any where to be found. Ran
dolph was a perturbed spirit, and, like Milton'~ mo~arch
fiend, seems to have thought it "better to reign 111 hell 
than serve in heaven." He was possessed by the in
temperate fury of Diomede, a passionate love of battle, 
which no consideration of subject or place could curb: 

" Creature of one mighty sense, 
Concentrated impudence," 

Randolph formed the acquaintance of a prominent 
bookseller in Baltimore, of whom he made several pur
chases, and with whom he was wont freely to converse. 
At a subsequent' period, being in Washington :vith a 
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friend, he saw Randolph approaching him, and proposed 
to introduce his companion to that famous man. But 
his friend declined, knowing something of the wayward 
hero vvhose brutal rudeness he did not wish to incur. 
" vVell," said the quondam friend and confident book
vender, " I'm sorry you will not be introduced. I'll go up 
and give him a shake of the hand, at any rate." Up he 
walked, with farniJiar air and cordial salutations. The 
aristocratic republican immediately threw his hands be
hind him, as if scorning to touch plebeian flesh, and with 
a look as searching as his tones were impudent,exclaimed, 
"Oh, oh! you are Mr. --, from Baltimore?" " Yes, 
sir," was the reply. " A bookseller ?" " Yes, sir," was 
the second response. " Ah ! I bought books from you 1" 
" Yes, sir, you did." "Did I forget to pay you for 
them ?" '~No, sir, you did not." "Good mornina 

0' 

sit!" said the cynic, lifting his cap with offended dig-
nity, and hurrying on. 

It was his custom and delight, in public and private 
life, to deal out the contents of tbe bitter urn pro
fusely. His most moderate style was bitter-sweet; 
from this he rose or sank into tbe pure bitter, and if 
the matter in hand was important, and his antagonists 
dignified, be invariably ended with vinegar distilled, 
thickened with deadly drugs. Like the urchin of mis
chief in the " Lay of the Last Minstrel," he used fairy 
gifts with a spirit of deviltry, ever prompt to provoke, 
to annoy, and to injure, no matter whom he wounded. . , 
or when, or where. His personal resentments led him 
away from every consideration, save that of how he 
could best mutilate and silence his adversary. His in-

'I'~: 

!~ ... ' 

'if' 
I 
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vectives were fearful, not so much from the grandeur 
of bis mien, or the dignity of his talents, but ii"om the 
acuteness of his weapOllS, and the condensed yenom 

they infused. He easily intimidated all but the most 
fearless, and even they were not ambitious of encoun
tering him, since it was not a battle vvith a lion but a 
viper. A distinguished statesman and orator from 
Rhode Island, known as "the Bald Eagle of the House," 
was the only antagonist vvho effectually silenced this 
forensic 'I'hersi tes after his own manner. vVhen this 
gentleman publicly rendered thanks to God that in 
anomalous (m~atures there is a physical law which pre
vents the perpetuation of their own species, the a1lusion 
would have been too atrocious if directed against any 
one besides John Randolph. 

He \vas not indifferent about the se1ection of his 
victims, but with a choice" husbandry of his resources, 
he seemed to take special delight in setting up the fairest 
personages as a target for his wit-bolts. And whoever 
he pounced upon found the process no holiday sport. 
Before ordinary harlequins of the forum, dignified 
personages might composedly sit, "wrapt in rich dull
ness, comfortable fur," consoling themselves with the 
rerQark of Shakspeare, "If a man will be beaten 
with brains; he shall wear notbing handsome about him." 
But ilOt so in the presence of Randolph. vVben sum
moned to the rack, the candidate for torture was bound 
to go and have his vitals torn by demon vultures. Con
tempt, says an oriental proverb, pierces even through 
the shell of a iortoise; one needed a panoply strong 
indeed to shield him from the personal javelin hurled by 
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Randolph's hand. He labored most earnestly to impeach 
Judge Chase, but failed in his effort, and came out of the 
contest vvithout a single laurel. 

It \vould be unjust to deny tha.t Mr. Randolph possessed 
great powers of eloquence of their kind. He could 
hold an audience for a long time enthralled by his speech. 
Speaking of his own opposition to the Bankrupt Bill, he 
said, "How delighted I am to think that I helped to 
give that hateful bill a kick-yes, sir, this very day week 
I spoke for three hours against it, and I assure you 
that whilst I was speaking, although the northern mail 
was annou.nced, not a single member left his seat to 
look for letters, a circumstance that had not occurred 
during the session 1" But he had more talent than 

courtesy or self~respect. He contemplated the suffer

ings he produced with as much complacency as the 
artist who wished to delineate the agonies of martyrdom, 
and studied the contortions of the shrieking model on a 
rack'. In some of his better inspirations, there are 
beautiful gleams of truth, impressed in graceful and 
energetic language, "like orient pearls at random 

strung;" but ordinarily his _ snatches of truth wear an 
infernal aspect, and convulse us with dread, without 
touchil1g the finer chords of the heart. 

"The flesh will quiver where the pinchers tear, 
The blood will follow where the knife is driven." 

Some persons combine in themselves the attributes of 
the toad and the sa.lamander; they imbibe no aliment 

from earth but its poisons, and they breathe naturally 
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only in fire. They are of the class described by Burke, 
in allusion to the French Revolution. "They have 
tigers to fall upon animated strength. They have 
hyenas to prey upon carcasses. The national menngerie 
is collected by the first physiologist of the time; and is 
defective in no description of savage nature. Neither 
sex, nor age-nor the sanctuary of the tomb, is sacred 

to them." 
John Randolph was the Sagittarius of the American 

Congress, "armed at point," and letting fly on all occa
sions his dart with terrific power. He \vas king Seapin, 
und could at any moment invest his subjects with the 
air and honors of infinite contempt. 'Vhenever he saw 
fit to level his long, ghastly finger, at the head of any 

one, with the ominous shrill cry of" Mr. Speaker !"-it 
was the siunal for all the risibles in the house to relax, 

b 

and the prelude of roars of-laughter at the poor victim's 
'\r 1'" r ex.pense. The famous " l azoo c 81m, was lor many 

years a bone of contention, annually defended by 
Randolph in a series of speeches, which some think are 
destined to "stand the test of time, of scrutiny, and 
of talent." Battling one day against some of the 
strongest men of the nation, he made the withering 
remark which at the time rung all over the union. 
Shakin(T that claw-like finger of his in the face of his 

b ~ 

opponents, he exclaimed, "JJf7'. Speakel', I hope, sir, to 
see the day when a Yazoo claimant and a villain, will be 

synonymous terms." 
The best scholars of our universities, the first leaders 

in our State legislatures, and the master-spirits in every 
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vini!k oCforensic gladiatorship, trembled at the nece~isity 
of a ' 'I wi th John Randolph on the floor of 

Congress. He 'was ahvays ready to meet every new~ 

comer and at once to annihilate his pretensions" or 
cover him with disgrace. However potent their talents, 

[LiMd however righteous their cause, they needed to keep 
ill mind the caution addressed of old to the Archangel: 

" I forewarn thee, shun 

His dl'adly arrO\v; neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in those bright arms, 
Though temper'd heavenly; for that fatal dint, 
Save Him who reigns above, none can resist." 

Undoubtedly a bril1iant flame burned a~nid the attenu

ated amI deranged fibres of Rando]ph's intellect, ':Jut it 

did not quicken his pulse, nor kindle his frigid nature into 

genial warmth. His sarcasms were as stinging and 

adhesive as the burr or nettle that annoys the lover of 
quiet nature in his woodland rambles. He not only 

smote his victims with blows that keenly kill, but like 

the, 1.evite described in the Bible, he cut the .carcass 

into fragments and scattered them to the winds. Rude~ 
ly to attack and savagely to demolish was his vocation. 

. 'Vhat Burke said of the Constituent Assembly of 
France, in the days of her phrenzy, was eminently true 
of John Randolph: "He could not build-he could only 

pull down-he ,Nas the Vitruvious of ruin. In vain 

shall \ve search for any memorial that attests any bene~ 
fit resulting from the influence of his life. H; is the 

parent of no law, the author of no treatise, and the 
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builder of no valuable institution. If his name was n~t 
,vritten in ,vater, it was inscribed in darker hues on the 

memory of mankind. 
Aristophanes and J uvenal were feared while alive, 

but the 'worthies whom they ridiculed were the only 

ones destined to receive posthumous esteem. To mu~ 
tilate the monuments that gratitude has erected to 
genius, and so extinguish the lamp lighted by devotion 

over against the image of love, can be the ambition of 

no tender heart or exalted intellect. If it is disgraceful 
thus to dishonor the dead, it is something worse to de

stroy the peace and deface the fair character of the 
living. He who shall make this the business of his 

life, must hereafttr expect the retribution which the 

malignant can never escape. A man in Bengal was 

long distinguished for skill in humbling the tiger. His 
adroitness in the chase won him much agreeable ex~ 
eJ'cise and reputation. A length he came near losing 
his life by his daring, and relinquished the sport with this 
remark, "Tiger hunting is' very fine amusement, so 

10ng as we hunt the tiger; but it is rather awkward 

when the tiger takes it into his head to hunt us." The 
tiger at length turned upon Randolph, and held him 

awfully at bay .. , ~ 
In the spring of 1824, he repeated his visit to Eng~ 

land; and, in 1830, was appointed Minister to Russia, 

where he remained but a short time. On the 20th of 
May, 1833, Mr. Randolph came from Virginia to Phil~
delphia, on his way to New York, where he intended 

again to ~mbark for Europe in seareR of health. It was 
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h·ere that the melancholy drama of his life came to a 
solemne1ose, as described by his physician, Dr. Parrish. 

"For a short time he Jay perfectly quiet, his eyes were 
closed, and I concluded he was disposed to sleep. He 
suddenly roused from this state, with the words 'Re
morse, Remorse.' It was twice repeated; at the 
last time at the top of his voice, evidently with great 
agitation, he cried out, 'Let me see the word.' No 
reply followed: having learned enough of the character 
of my patient to ascertain, that when I did not know 
exactly what to say, it was best to say nothing. He 
then exclaimed, 'Get a dictionary-let me see the 
word.' I cast my eyes around me and told him I be
lieved there was none in the room. 'vVrite it down, 
then-let me see the word.' I picked up one of his 
cards from the table, 'Randolph of Roanoke,' and 
inquired whether I should write on that. ' Yes, nothing 
more proper.' Then with my pencil I wrote Remorse. 
He took the card in his hands in a hurried manner, and 
fastened his eyes on it with great intensity. . Write it 
on the back,' he exclaimed. I did so, and handed it to 
him again. He was excessively agitated at this period 
-he repeated, 'Remorse! you have no idea what it is, 
you can form no idea of it whatever; it has contributed 
to bring me to my present situation; but I have looked 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and hope I have obtained par
don.' He then said, ' Now let John take your pencil 
and draw a line under the word;' which was accord-

.-
ingly done. I inquired what was to be done with the 
card; he replied, 'Put it in your pocket; take care of 

it; when I am dead look at it.' 
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"This was an impressive scene. All the plans of am
bition, the honors and the wealth of this world, had 
vanished as bubbles on the water. He knew and he felt 
t.hat his very moments were few, ancl evan they were 
numbered." In a few hours after this scene, on the 23d 
of May, 1833, John Randolph was dead. His remains 
were removed to Roanoke and there, in a 10ne1y dell, 

amid venerable trees, without a monument, without an 
epitaph breathing affection, and with not even a fra
grant. shrub planted in the arid soil to indicate the 
remembrance of some friendly hand, in solitude and 

ne<Tlect his dust awaits the resurrection rnorn. 
'-' 
John Randolph at one time was regarded, and per-

haps still is by some persons, as the prince of American 
orators. 'Ve have no disposition to depreciate his 
merits, nor would we uncharitably" draw his frailties 
from their dread abode." We leave him in the. hands 
of the benign sovereign of all, ,:vithout the slightest desire 

either to aggravate his faults or pronounce their doom. 
In this review of his career we have to do with his 
character onlv as an orator, and not with his eternal .-
destiny. Viewing his merits in the light of his public 

deeds, we think that if an apotheosis is to be granted to 
him at all, it. should be in company with such men as 
"ivVarren Hastings. Speaking of the latter, Burke said 
that he knew something of the Brahmins. He knew 
that as they worshipped some gods from love, so they 

worshipped others from fear. He knew that theyerect
ed shrines not only to the benignant deities of light and 

plenty, but also to the fiends who preside over small
pox and murder. Nor did he at all dispute the claim 
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of Mr. Hastings to be admitted into such a Pantheon." 
Perhaps the moral sense of enlightened nations, estimat

ing a man's claims to perpetual esteem according to 
the beneficent influence of his life, will assign to John 
Randolph a like position in the temple of righteous fame. 

THE END. 

'h ,": 
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