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In CONVENTION .of the PROTESTANT
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, May 26, 1786,

ORDERED, That the thanks of the Convention be given
to the ‘Reverend J. Madifon for his Sermon preached this morn-

ing, and that he be defired to print the fame,
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] O H X 4th Chap. xxivve GOD 1s &4 SPIRIT, AND THEY THAT Worsnir Hin,

MUST WORSIMIF HiM 3N SPirR1T AND IN TRVTHN.

HESE words, my Brethren, contain one of thofe great luminous principles,
which the doctrine of Chrift was intended to convey to men. The F:ler
of the univerfe requires from his creatures, a worflip which is pare and

{piritual, the fpontaneous offering of a heart, conicious that thofe fervices only are
acceptable, which are performed in fpirit and in truth,

Yet, in how many regions of the globe do we find this duty of worfhipping
God in fpirit and in truth, obftru&ted by the vain or the artiul reftraints, which
human inftitutions impofe upon the confciences of Chriftiang! How often have men,
forgetful that the very genius of Chritianity requires its profeflors to glow with
univerfal benevolence, arrogantly maintained, that compulfion and violence were
neceffary to enforce a worthip, which they deemed moft (piritual and true! How
often hath the mild, the bumane, the beneficent religion of the blefed and bum-
ble Jefus been proftituted to ferve the obfcure views of political ambition, or to
fupport the caufe of intolerant bigotry and oppreffion!

But thanks be to Ged, ¢ The hour cometh and now is when the true worfhippers
{hall worlhip the father in (pirit and in truth.”’ America, prefents the firlt glorious
inltance, wherein religion and policy are no longer conneéted, by an union as op-
preflive to men as it bas ofien been difgraceful to Chriftianity. The Sun of Liberty,
which illamines this Weftern World, bath difpelled, by its refulgence, thofe
dark fyltems of oppreffion, at once the monuments of human folly and human

wickednefs,
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wickeInefls, ‘AMerica, my brethren, Texnlt with joy and gratitude ta t%e Greae
Ruthor of the univesle, at the recolledtion-~America, difplays the nobli!l held
for the profperity and happinels of iankind, which hath as yer been experienced
in any age or country, Crowned with {hccels ia a caufe, paralleled by nove cither
for its importance, or for the virtue with which it was fupported, lile the Savinye
- of the world, fhe extends her arms to the who'e family of mankind, {he invites
‘them to pa:take of (o grefMa%alvation ; fhe confiders all who become ber ciiizens
eqsally as ber children, equafy as thale true worlhippers, whola duty it is ty wor.
{hip the tather according to thole lights aloue, wiich reafon and the gofpel offord.

Yownl feel npon my mind impreffions, which feem to jnllify a trong perfvafion,
“that Providence hath deftined this new world to be the afylem of mankind, 1t
“is indeed prefumptuons to attempt to unfold the vaft and comsplicated plan by which
‘Providence diredts the affairs of men; our viewg are infinitely too thort, ter fo ar.
-duous an enterprile.  But wicn we refle¢t on thole many great and powerful

caufes which feem conltanily operating to the fame end, and when we cannot
-doubt of thieir producing praportionable effelts; when we refl=4t on thofe finzular
- circimftances which have attended the rife, progrets and eftabhithment of American
“emypire; and when we larther confider that {o gracions a achyn doth not appear

unworthy of the Qmnipotent Difpoler of all events; the perfualion. far from being
- prefamptaous, may be theught meft rational, |

Let us, for a momant, recal to our minds a few of thofe circinftances in which
America has been more cminently favoured, than any other pirt of the glove.
The refleftion cannot fail to renovate the warmelt fentiments of pratitude, and
- at the fame time perhaps, infpire as with the noble ardour of ¢o operating in the

_ premotion of a plan (o full of heavenly beneficence,

\What, mere grateful, my friends, can be prefented tothe virtucus and philofhphic
“mind, than a view of that accelcrated progrefs which marks the hitlory of A:erica,
- How few years have elapled, fince her only inhabitants were thote, whole tavape and

uncouth manuers, whofe ignorance and barbaritia were matter of wender and attoaith.
‘ment to our torefathers; how few the generat.ons which have pafled fince nature
appeared here, great indced snud maijcfticin all her works, but almelt torbidding the
habitation of civilized men! Yet, in thatinterval, {liort asit has been, by an increafe
. of power and of wcalth, before unknown in the annals of hillory, the hadh taken
her pluce among the emprres of the exrth,  Hud our forefathers beheld this event,
had {ome kind Anael, withdrawiny the curtain of time, prelented to their view,
Aune:ica, thus rife to a flate of glarions liberty and independence, their pofterity
this numerous; could they have heheld America thus transformed from its then
rade and lavage ftate, into 2 land vow flowing with wilk and honey, 2 land
where mankind bave found relt {fromthofe perficutions which had oo leng op-
prefled the human race, a land where the werlkip ot [pirit and of truch thall at
lenpth
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lenpth prevail, would they not have exclaimed, ¢ T4is lath God done, it is the
Lord wwho baib vilited and redeemied bis people, who both fhewed @8 fhrengih wish
bis arm, and raifed np an born of jalvation.”

Refla@® alfo on the aufpicions period, when America entered into the full pof
fetlion of her independence. Tt was a perviod, at which the human onderflanding
had attained the free exercile of its powers, and bad learned to aét with vigeur
and certainty; it was a period, at which, ajult kndwigdge was every where poi-
{viled of the Inhevent rights of human natwe, and at which, the experience of
pait ages prefented a long train of the molt uleful and important facts; it wasa
period, at which, the writings of thale philofophers who loved mankind, philofo.
phers wha dared to fupport the rights of humanity, had diffuted their lightsthrough
every part of this extendeéd empire  Confider allo, that it wasa period, at which
the true fpirit of equality prefided over this new world; retiett my friends, on
thele and many other circumftances which I need not enumerate, and we muft be
impreffed with a high fenle of the peculiar manuer in which America was favoured,
at that imporiant moment, when (he affumed that independence, which reafen,
and nature hertelf fo flrongly diftated. Thele were circumiflances equally furwu.
nate for the cllablithment of her political and religious happinefs on a bafis the
nolt permanent, the molt enlarged, and the belt adapied to the nature of man,

I will not here trace the origin of moft other political eltablithments; I need not
attempt to fhew, that the intelleétual weild hath had its chaos as well as the ma-
terial; and that moft of the political inftitntions in thote countries, where Chniitie
anity is profelled, have {prung either fram the dark apes of ignorance, or have
received their moft ditinguifhing features irom the effects of thote ages; or that
they have been in too many regions, the work of violence and faétion, of oppretiron
and defpotifm, rather than the refult of the [ree determinations of an independent
and enlightened people. Thele truths, I doubt not have already pafled in review
betore you, How was it pahble vader {uch circumttances, that any «ther inftitu.
ticns politiczl or relizious could be adopted, than thele which tend 1o deprefs one
part of the bunan fpecies, and to elevate the otherin proportion to the depreli:on
of the former.  How was it poliible, whicn we refle€t on the pride, the ambition,
and the blind policy of infatuited ruiers, thateven areligion which breathes only
peace, charity, and unive:fal bei.cvclence, (hould not be confidered as a fit nitru.
ment to fupport the mott unworthy diftinctivus amonglt citizens.

“~ Happily for markind, the circum@tances which attended the birth of American
empire were far ditlerent, Here we beheld realized, what philofopbess bad betore
only taught. Here we beheld that glorious {pecdtacle, a people confulting together,
refpecting the means of fecuring their political happinets, upon the principles of
pesfeét equalny; a people, than whom none ever were moe ftrongly imprefled
with that fimple, but elevated fentiment, that naure suows no diftigétion amunglt

b#ien,
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men, and that their true dignity is infeparable fiom equal liberty, Iere, in a
word, we beheld the temple of liberty erected by the joint voice of a peaple emi.
nently diflinguilhed for the pofleflion of thole lights, which fhould guide them
in eflablifhing it, on a toundation the molt irm and permanent. [ conlefs, whiltt
I filently deplore the calamities to which our brethren and fellow beings are ex.
pofed in fo many quarters of the globe, whillt I lament thofe chains, under which
§ fee them greaning, chains forged and rivetted by the bands of civil and religious
opprefion, 1 fee!l a gleamvof juy to break in on my foul, in turning from fo melan-
chioly 2 piure, te that which America prefents. I contemplate the American re-
volutien as a precurfor to a general revolution in human affairs, I belold that
bright {tar which bath bLitherio conduéted her, as ftill leading her on to the glory
of becoming the afylum of mankind. I view that elevated and fingular fitnation
in which fhe was placed by Providence at the commencement of her independence,
{rom whence fhe could look back to the very fourcesof the profperity and advertity
of natioas, I view fuch a fitnation, 1 fay, and the many great advantages the pof.
fefled over every other country at that important periud, as the indications of fo
beneficent a defign, a delign we may hiope not unworthy ot Omuipotence ifelf,

God grant that fhe may neve- rove herfelf unworthy of being an inftrument in
the confummation of a plan, fo capable of reftoring the human race to its true and
oripinal dignity. God grant that thofe political inflitutions which fhe has adopted,
inftitutions, which have ever exhibited human nature in its greateft perteétion,
inay not only be preferved in that purity in which they otiginated, but may ftill
receive thofe improvements, which experience and wildom may fupgett, and ren-
der America that lind of happinels, where mcn (hall be no longer confidered as
fupesiors andinferiors, but as equals and asbrethren ; where at length the do&rine of
Chrift, uncorrupted by views of ftate or the ignorance of fallible and prefumptuous
men, fhzll flourith in its primitive excellence, where the principles of a morality
fo fublime, fo pure, fo godlike, fhall conduét nico to that fum of greateft felicity,
which they were doubtlefs defigned to eftablith upon earth,

Hitherto, my friends, we have only vifited the door, which Providence has
opened to us, and gracioufly invited us to enter, [kt muflt be our duty to avail our.
felves of this gracious invitation, to endeavour to concur with this aufpicions courle
of Provilence, and to beready and worthy inftruments in forwarding thole defigns
which may be fo eflential to the general happinefs of manisind, ‘Tbis is the prin.
cipal confequence, I wilh to draw from what has been as yet dclivered, May the
minds of all here, be conicientioufly imprefled with the particular duty of apply-
ing the opportunity which is now offered, in foch a manner, as to inftitute a
Chriltian church upon principles, truly confentaneous to that fpirit of charity and
benevolence which di@ated Chriflianity itfelf; a charch whofe liberal, rational
and enlarged views, unreftrained by the fchemes of political ambitien, and uncor.
1upted by the dodtrines of fallible snen, may prove the {uperior cxcellence, nl:y
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g they, imitating the noble example of meeknefs and humility which has been tet
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the divine origin of our holy religions by ultimately accomplifhing that arduous
tatk of uniting all the individuals of the human {pecies in the moft powerful and
facred of all ties, in that brotherly love, that univerfal charity which is the bond
of all perfeétion, and which the gofpel would infpire, nay kindle with a divine
ardour in the fouls of men Here then let us rear on the foundation ot the gofpel
alone, the temple of univerfal cha:ity. Qur fellow citizens, uitder the aufpices
of Providence, by their virtue and their valour, have eredled that of freedom, Be
it ours to rear this {acred fabric, witliout which, that of frpedom thall foon moulder
Jnto duft, B, let I befeech you the fuperftructure be worthy of the principle on
which it fhall be founded; a principle asextenfive as the earth, nay as heaven itfelf;
a principle, which alone, fhould render thy religion, thou tlefled Saviour of the
World, venerable in the eyes of men ind Angels, and, like the light, which beams
from eternal truth, conlound the malignity of impious, unbelieving beholders,

Would to God, thofe diflentions which too much abound amongft Chriftians,
could at this moment be banifhed from amon;{t us! Would to God, inftead of

1 thole varianc<s that often arife from fubjeéts with which obedience to the dodtrine
4 of Chrift is by no means conne@ed, that, union and church tellowfhip counla every
i where be eftablithed, Thisunion is often recommended by St. Paul as ¢ the bond

of peace and of all perfection,” and is enjoined as a duty of Qirit abligation on all
Chriltians; there being, as he faith, but “one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifm, onc
God and Father of all, who is above all, and thiough all, and in you ail.” Could
the followers of Chrift once be perinaded of the importance of this duty; could

. before them, range themfelves under the banners of Jove, abandon as tritles, un-

¢ for an event fo big with joy and felicity. T'hat chaige fo devoutly to be wifhed,

5 fublantial as vanity, when compared with the fublime, but fimple morality of the

golpel, thofe idle controverfies, thale ¢ dotings aboat queftions and ftrifes of words,”
thofe ¢ perverfe dilpatings” which have too long occupied the minds of Chrifti-
ans, and which ferve only to excite * euvy, (trife, railings, evil furmilings,”

1 fhameful to the profeflors ot a religion, whofe bafis is univerfat charity ; could men

be perfuaded to embrace the fubltance of fo pure a religion, ¢ the wholefome
werds of our Lerd Fefus Chrift, and not difpute about ihe (hadows could they
be perfuaded as Chrittians who ackggwledge the fame Ged, the fame Jefvs; as
Chriltians who look forward to the gc celellial comn:onwealth, at this moment
to uaite in one church; could they, at this moment, be incorporated as brethren in
one happy and glorious feciety, aifemble themfelves uuder the fame divine fand.

ard, and with confpiring voice, lend forth their united prayers, like incenfe 10 the

Throne of Grace, might we not then my brethren, anticipate the bleflings of

¢ heaven itfelf; might we not, in pious confidence. at length raife our eyes to that

ﬁgm‘ll, which fhould aloft difplay peace, bappinels and vitory to the Cbriltian
world.

But this moment is not yet arrived. ‘The minds of men are not yet prepared

i
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is hawever gradually advancings the improvements in knowledgpe, the eflahl!hment §
o! the freedom of religion in this new world, the {pirit of hunmanitv aud tenevo. |
lence, which, by the iniluence or Chriftianity, has already tecome fo prevalent,
rotwitl:landing the burthens which have been impoted upon it, aflord usreafin to §
Lone the ime will yet arrive, when piejudice and jealouly wiil give way to charity §
anc fraternal atieclion, when truth fhall difpel the clouds of fuperllivon, ipnorance 3
and faflien; and pervading the univerle, fhall like the fur, diffule its Light to all, §
animale, unite and govern the Chriftian world by the fame law, and perfedtly §
join together the followers of Chrilt in the fame mind und the fanie judgment,

To promote this great event is the bounden duty of every church, It is our !
duty, and a golden opportunity invites to the performance ot it, |

Permit me then, to make fome obfervations upon the means moft likely to fors |
ward fuch an event. This I attempt with readinefs, however imperfeét the ob- §
fervations may appear, not only bLecaufe itis, in my mind, of great impcriance, §
that we fhould particularly attend to thole means at this periad, but alfe, becaufe }
the fame means which wculd meoft eftectually promote the end jult {poken ot, will |
be the beft guides to us at a time when we are forming as it were anew, our own
religious fociety, for without attention to them, we fhall deprive ouriclves of the |
ineftimable privilege ot worlkipping Ged in fpirit and in truth,

Fortunately for Chriltians, thole means are altogether of the negative kind. §
They depend upon ti.e rejection, n..t the adoption of any of thofe human fyfems §
of belief, or rules of farih. which have often ufurped the place of Chriftianity
itfelf. They only require Chrifliins to revert to the gofpel, and 1o sbandon every
other directory of conlcicnce 1 will then venture earneftly to recommend to all
Chriftians to rejeét every fyltem, as the fallitle produétion of human congrirance,
which fhall dictate articles of faith, and adopt the gofpel alone as their guide, §
A I rot fufliciently warranted, my trethren, in this recommendation? 1 truft
there is lcarce any one amongft us who will oijeét to a recommendation of this
nature, whether we attend to the tallibility, the ignetance, the prejudice of men,
or to the truth, wifdom, aud perfection of the zuthor ot our divine religion,

I will take the liberty to advance a gen‘\ propofiion, the evidence of which,
I perfuade myfeclf, may be effablifhed by the moft inconteftible proofs. The pro-
pofition is indeed limple and plain; itis, ¢ That thale Chrillian focieties will ever
be found to have formed th:eir union upon principles the wifeft and the beft, which
impofe the fewelt reflraints upon the minds of their members, making the fcrip:]

tures alone, and not human articles or confeflions of Lbelief, the fole rule of faith
and condudt,

It is much to be Jamented that the venerable reformers, when they burft afunder]
the cords of Popith tyranny, ever departed frum the fimplicity ot this {criptur

plan
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pun ; ana that inflead of adhering toir, they thonght thenlogical {yftemy the only
mears of preferviug uniformity of opinion, or of evincing the purity of their fuith,
The experience ot more than two centuriey hath proved, how far they are cupa.
ble of producing either effe¢t. On the other band, the confequences which fuch
inllitutions have been productive of, have Leen more or lefs feverely felt in every
part of the Protetiant world, from the diet of Aug(burg, to the prelent time, (8)
‘They have, in former as well as in later ages, caufed a religion, defigned to unite
all men as brethren in the facred bonds of charity and benevolence, tou often to
difleminate amongft them jealauties, animofities, and rauncorous hatred, They
have nurfed the demon of intolerance ; nay, aided by the civil power, they have
Jed martyrs ta the ftake, and have offered up as boly facrifices to the Gud ot mercy,
Chriftians, who had the gullt to prefer, what they efteemed the doétrines of
Chrift, to the commandments of men. Even in America, the effeéts which they
have produced on the minds of Chriflians, have been feen written in blood. Bus
thanks be 10 God, thoie days are pafled ; may fuch never revifit the earth| So
long however, as we can trace within 1hofe human fyftems of belief, principles
oppreflive to Chriltians and injurious to the caufe of our holy religion, it matteis

not in how fmall a degree, I fhall ever elteem it my duty to raife a warning, thuugh
perhaps a feeble voice againft them,

It is a maxim, (cif.evident to every one, and which was held facred by the
fathers of Pro:cftantifm, ¢ That the {criptures contain all things neceffary 10 fale
vation, and are the fvle ground of thie taith of a Chyiflian.” This maxim, the
bufis of the reformation, and which is scceded to by all Proteftants, is alone fuf-
ficient, independent of' what experience hath taught, e induce every Proteftant
church, to reje all {yitems of belief, unlels conceived in the terms of fcripture,
not only as anwarrantable, and in the hizhelt degree oppreflive 1o the rights of

private judgmei.t, but as prefumptuous, and as calting an unworthy reflection on
the feriptures themlelves.

Yet, many pions and worthy Chriftians are apt te fuppofe, that fuch fyftems of, "

faith are neceflary for the main:emance of true religion, or, for preventing that ciforder
which ariles from a diverfity of opinicus. But do fuch Chriltians reflect tufficiently
upon tice example which our Lord himfelf and his Apofties have placed before vs.

DiC they, for this or any. other purpole, prefcribc or recommvnd fummaries of ¥

faith? On the contrary, did not cur Savisur conftamly enjoin his followaers.de

Jeirch the firiptures skemfeives? Do we not find, that the Bereans were come

mended fur ‘hea conduct, in not receiving cven the doctrine of the infpired
| Azwl"Fﬁ. ueeil tivey had fieft fearched \be { ripwares te fee whether thefe thin s
were (o or not? Doth wot St Paul cxp e‘fy fay, ¢ That other foundation can
* o
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w0 man lay, than that is laid, which is Jefus Chiit * Dath he not every
where recommend to Chriflians the duty of examinizg the grounds of thewr taith,
¢ to prove all things, and to hold fall that which is good " And St. Jolin, doth
he not exhort us ¢ 1o believe not every fpirit, but to try the (pirits whether they
‘be of Gad 2" Now, if fummaries of faith had been neceflury tor the profperity of
eur religion, can we {uppofe that Chrilt and his Apallles, would have nepledied,
not only to leave fuch as muft have been moit proper to maintain the true faith,
‘but that, by their preccpts as well as conduet they woutd rather have taught ns
‘the duty of avoiding them ? No, my bretbren, we may be aflyred, that Chriit
~and his Apoftles did not elteem any other fuinmary neceffary, than the goipel
''tlelt ; and, that whatever is eflential either as to faith or pradflice, is there ex.
refled with that clearnefs which a revelation from Heaven requircd. We are
- lire&ted there to fearch, and to judge for ourfelves; for religion, to be profitable
~ to the ind'vidual and acceptable to God, muft be the refult of free inguiry and the
determination of reaton Thisright of free inquiry, and of judping for ourf-lves
is a right nataral and unalienable. It is the glory of our nature, the trueft fource
of joy and triumph to an American, and conftantly to recur to it the indifpenfable
‘duty of a Chriftian. Fer fhould we neglect this duty, where then would be all
manly, rational belief, where the {incere praltice of piety and virtue, where the
fareft guide to moial and religious conduét ? In their ftead, a mean credulity would
prevail ;3 hyprocrify would ulurp the place of true devotion; religion and morality
would degenerate into fuperftition and fanguinary zeal, To fappole then, that
the gofpel would authorife a deprivation of this right, or that fuch deprivation is
‘neceflary to its fupport and progrefs, is to calt an unworthy refletion upon the
-golpel itfelf; it is 10 fuppofe, thatareligion, which utterly difclaims all dominion
‘over the faith and confciences of men, which is the moft friendly to the effentiat
‘rights of mankind, and which indeed, cannot exift where they are invaded, fill
requires 1o be fupported by their deftruétion. .

Befides, the very attempt, in matters dark and difputable, to prevent diverfity

. 'of opinjon, is vain and fruitlels. It hath exifted and muft ever exift among all
Chriftians, even thofe of the fame fociety, fo long as human nature continues the
~fame. The God of nature hath for wile purpofes beftowed upen diflerent men
 different deprees of reafon and underftanding; fo that, if they think at all, they
& matt neccﬂe'aﬁ'ly’ think differently upon thofe dark, myfterious fubjects, whicb,
however are often reduced into the torm of articles of faith Nor can fuch differ-
ence ceafe, until the fame precife portion of intellect be imparted te every indivi
gual of the human race, To attempt then to prevent diverfity of opinions upon fuch
fabjects, is to oppofe the very laws of nature, and confequently vain and fruitlefs,

| Bat, in fmth, that diver(ity of opinion, which moft churches have been fo fedulous

to prevent, is neither any difgrace to a Chriftian fociety, nor incompatible with it’s
< | peace
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peace and good povkrnment; unlefs it be difgraceful to men that they are men,
and unlefs the Chriltian dilpenfation be incompatible with the nature of mun. Cn
the contrary, fuch diverfity may be confidered as moft tavourable to the progrefs
of Chriftian knowledge, and fliould alfo Le equally favourable to Chriflian peace,
by tcaching us, that dark and difputable poiuts initead of being made articles of
faith, and ftandards of orthcdoxy, thou!d rather be confidered as trials of our
Chriftian temper, and occafions to es ercife muotual charity ; or, that thofe things
alone fhould be held as eflentials, which our Lord and Mafler, hath fully and
clearly expreifed, and which theretors cannot require the fuppofed improvemerts
and additions of men, 8o long as men agree in thefe eflentials, or fundamental
articles of our religivn, in thofe great and important truths and duties, which z1e
fo clearly exprefled that every fincere inquirer muft readily appreherd them,
where is the neceflity, or the reafonablenefs of attempting to compel men to 1 e
of ene mind, as to other matters of infinitely inferior moment, and which ve
may fuppofe, were defignedly lefs clearly exprefled. That Chriftian unity, io
fl.ongly recommended to us, as the bond of perfeétion, does not confuft 1 uniformity

of opinion upon abftiufe, metaphyfical fubjeéts, but upen the great tundamentals of

our relrgion, and in that unanimity of affections, love, peace and charity, which is

enjoined the brethren in Chrift Jefus, who all wa/k by the fame rule, and acknow..
ledge one and the fame Lord, ‘

But flill it may be thought, that theological fyftems, or fummaries of faith
are neceflary to exclude from the bofom ot a church, men w hofe principles mighten-
danger it's very exiftence. But doth experience, or do jufl obfervations upcn human
conduét jultify fuch a belief ? What articles, or what fyftem will prove a fufhci.
ent circumvallation to a church again(t a man of a corrupt heart? He will not be
retarded in the accomplithment of his defigns, or in the gratification ot an ava.
ricious appetite, though 19, 20, or 20,000 articles were prefented before hLim.

Troft me, articles will never prove a barrier to the advances of a fecret enemy, or.

exclude trom any church men ot vicious principles, or of no principles. W hom

then will they be moft likely to exclude? I anfwer with regret Men of ftub-
born virwe, vien of princip'e and confcience, men of that rigid sgmghr integrity, .
which carnot be thaped aud twifted to fuit the fyltem of the day, men who will:

réotdlxrefcr the di¢tates and decifions of fallible mortals, to the infellible word of
UQ,

I conceive, moreover, that no Chriltian church hath a right to impofe vpon it’s
members, human fyltems of belief, as neceflary terms of communion For what
I befeech you do we underftand by a Chriftian church According to the m«fl ges
meral acceptation, ¢ every Chriftian church is a voluntary fociety of men agrcm;% tﬁo

proicd

|
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profets the faich of Chiilt and dipulating o live according to the rules of e
guolpel.”  From this definition we fnd vhe aiflineiive terns ol unios, or the fu.

damental law of fuch a fociety, 15 to emlware the torijtures alone, as the rule of
wor{lip, faith and conduct.  Conlequently every at ot church governmenr.
which contravenes this fundamental law, is from its very narare void,  How theu
fhail it be pretended, that other terms of communion ma; be prelcribed to the
members of a,Chriltian church ?  But all hueman fyf ews, 1mpoled as articles of
beliet, mult be held as inirodudtory of other terms. It tollows then that every
Ch-iftian church, o far asic introduces tuch terms, is to be confidered as baving
departed from its eilential characteriftic, and confequenily to bave exceeded its
rirht. as a church. This conclufion is the more incontrovertibie, as it coincides
with the maxim before mentiened, I fhould 12y with that Curiftisan axiom, *¢ That
the fcriptures contain all things necellary to falvation, aud are the fole ground of

the faith of a Chriftian, (t)

What then, it may be afked, fhall not a church orefirihe to itfeif, terme of
communion, {hail it not have its particular confetions or articles of hehet, provided,
2hey be agreeable to the word of God? How many Protettant courches have been
built on this foundation ot fand, unable to refift the vinds and the rempefts whi. h
beat agaiuft them! The condition isinadmillible. For who (hall determine with
certainty, thai thefe terms are agreeable to the word ¢f God ?  How is it pothible,
that all the members of a church thould be {ufliciently altured of this important
point? Or is private judgment to be eutirely aunihilated ; if fo, to whateund, did
the benign Author of our being grant realon to man ? ls the confcientious Chriftian
to forget, that it is his duty to /fesich the foriptures themtelves, or are thofe hu.
man expofitions to ufurp the plac: of the word of Gud:?  Bat let usin the (pirit of
charity admit, that every church {uppofes, or firmly belicves its articles or rules
of faith to be agreeable to the word of God. What then is the confequence ?
The difference between them is furely a proof, that infallibitity 1s not the astri.
bute of all of them. Truth, like the Eternal, is one. In which church then thall
we find it? I will prefume te fay in none of them. He who would feirch for
the truth m’xg‘tyfearch for it in the fcriptures alone. ¢/

There i1 another impertant objeltion of a different kind from any yet mentioned.
The burthen which thofe fyftems impofe, tall unejually upa the members of a
Chriitian fociety, The weight inclines toe muck towards thye worthy pafors of
the church, They muft conlider thofe iylems not. only as the ac -ellary rules by
which their f2ith (hall be geverned, but they mbft publicly teach and « ~force them,
Thus they, whofe particular duty itis to expound the fcriptures, and reco... s1end

‘shem te the hearts of men, are incapaciated tron. fearching aud jodging for

themielves.
(b) See nutr (B)

(c] Sce note (C)
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thewfetves; they fee prafented belore them a /3 7em, which either renders then
frarch inte the (riprures fivitle’s or of no other tmportam e, than to dilcover by
vt means they may be fo conitrued as 1o fopport aninterpretation, deii ¢d trom
wea, whole unleiftandings are as fallible as their ovon.

I cannot pretend 1o fay, Fow far the articies propofed to be retaited or adnpted
by the late G-neral Convention, of enr church, way be agrecable to the w ord of
God: My a-puments are not dire@ed to that point, [ (peak only of fuch inftitu-
tiors in peneral, Buot if even thole which cur church may po{hbly adopt, were
purfeétly agrecable 10 my own oninion, and however I wight confcientioufly ac.
anielce in them, as to mylelt, yet I (houid L:e no lefs averfe to the adoption of
them as a rule of faith ¥ vrufl I have too great a diflidence of my own judgment,
too much refpe@ for the tuperionr learning and abitnics of many excelleut men.
bers of our chiurch, too fincere a hope, that men Qill more enlightened may arife
amou;ﬁ us, ton ardent a defire for the general profperity of our holy religion, ever

to wilh to {ze a fyltem of thai kind adopted, huwever conto;mablc to iy own
private judgment.

I€ after all, certain rules of faith he Nlill adjudged necelfary toa Chriftian church,
in order to preferve unity and {oundnefs of duétrine, let them be exnieifed in the
words of the feriptures themfelves. Then no Chriftian will objedt to them, no
one will complain of an infringement of the rights of private judgment, 1f in.
decd fuch a mode were adopted, it would Le of litdle concern, how num
rous fuch formularies were, provided they were tairly and candidly collated.

‘They would however, I conceive, be unnecetfary, becaunfe, he who adopls the

fcriptures as the rule of faith and condudt, or he who engages at the aliar to
preach and incvlcate only the pure docirine of Chiilt, malt acknowledge his
aifent 10 all the doctrines contained 1n fuch formularies. (d)

Indulge me a few moments Jonger, and I will endeavour briefly to place in ene
point ot view, fome of the many \)b;ec‘lums which may be made againft the intro-
duction of human articles ot velief in a Chriltian church,

1t. Then, they are to be avoided, becaufe the fcriptures, being, thv fole ground
of faith utiord the ouly telt by which purity of doétrine is 1o be alcertained.

2d Becanfe, the aitempt to eftablithi them, is an aflumption of power, which
can of right, telong to no Chrillian church,

3d. Becaute, thev impofe hackles upon the haman mind which pot only effeftu.
ally impede the progie(s ot Chudban knowledge, but deflivy she cifenuial rights
of privace Juigmeut,

4 B(.C@U(?p
(d/) Secnate (L)
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4 Diocaufe, they tend, inflead of producing harmeny and unity of opinion
amany it Chriilians, to excite diflentions aud animofities.

5. Becaule, they corrupt the pure fountain of Chriftianity and impregnate the
living waters of truth with the impure conceits of men,

6. Becaufe, they are no where enjcined in fcripture, as effential to a Chriftian

- ¢huarch.

2. Laflly, b.  fe, the great and important doétrines of revealed religion being
delivered with {.  ient peripicuity, an attempt to exprels them in a mode, ditfer.
ent from that in which they are delivered, fuppofes an imperfeétion in the fcripa
wures, which fhould be avoided, | |

I fear, my brethren, I have trefpalled too long on your patience, by entering
sven fo tranfliently on this fubjeét. I hope however, that its importance to the
Chriftian world will be my jultification, and, from what has been faid, imperfect
28 the deductions may be, that (uflicient reufons, have been given in fupport of the
general propofition I advanced, viz, That thole Chriftian focieties will ever be
jound to have formed their union upon principles the wifelt and the beft, which
impole the fewelt reftraints upon the minds of their members, making the (crip.
turcs alone, and not human articles or confefliuns of belief, the fole rule of faith
snd conduct, | |

Let us then abandon all thofe (yftems, which to jfay the leaft can only involve
us ia error, Our venerable forefathers erred, or why a retermation ¢ T'heir de-
fcendants will err, Nor fliall the refurreétion ot true Chriftianity be feen amongft

men, until it fhall appear in the white garment of the gofpel alone. (e

|
Yet my brethren, I (hould have been-diffident in delivering fentiments fo oppo.

fite to the pradtice of Chriflian churches, were they not fupported by the immor.
tal voice of many, the brighteft ornaments of the Proteftant church. Thefe wor.
thies would not in vain have exbaulled the thunder of their eloquence, could they
have occupied the ground on which I now ftand. They would bave exalted with
joy that the opportunity was at length arrived of reftering Chritianity to its primi.
tive purity, They would have told us, that now was the time to break down all
thofe vaip barriers, which have fo long oppofed the union of ChdRians; now was
the time to eftablifh the wer(hip of fpirit and of truth, and to evince the fuperior
excellence of our holy religion, But why fuppofe we what the beft or the wifeft of
men would have faid or done? Imaginc to yourfelves the Son of God, in all the

lulire of his own meekne(s snd humility, again defcending to revific the Chriftian

world
(¢) Sec note (E)
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Y

world, DBehiold in his bands and his fides thofe wwounds which ke endured for your |
f.dvation, and hearken once more to the folutation of peace. Whathink ye, my |
beethiren, will now be the firlt facred leffon which fhall tlow fiom the lips of your |
o:ace crucified Saviour?  Bag, already 1 perceive, you anticipate hime  Already you

hear his divine voice calling men to return to the go/pel, and to receive it as the
only rule of farth and condudt; already you bear Lim, with tears of compaflion,

omen:ing thole diltentions, which prevail amongft his followess: and, svith eyes |
g ’ ﬁ. ]

Lijted up to Heaven, exclaim, ¢ @ righteous father, [ pray for thew which believe
on nie, that they all may be one s as thon, Father ars in e, and  in thee, that they
may be one in us; that the wo ld may telicve that tiou Lafl fent me. I have givei
them ¢y word, Janudlify then through thy truth, Ty word is tr1h.”

To promote the great event before mentioned, it is alfo the particular daty of
a Chriftian church, to frame their mode of public worthip upon a plan fo liberal,
fo free from all matter of theolo ical difputation, fo truly fc:.stural, that all who
call themfelves Chriflians may comze to the fame communion, and there join in

what the ¢ fpirit of prayer infpires” ¢ in that adoration pure which God likes |

bet,” ‘That mode or form is undoubtedly to be preterred which is moft plain and
fimple, beflt adapted to promote the worthip of (pirit and of trurh, moft likely to
excite that rational, but true ardour of devotion, swhich (hould animate a Chriftian
church, and which, by a kind ot reaction, may imprels upon our hearts, when
proftrate betore the throne of grace, the deepeil ferfe of our duty to each other, our

dependance upon God, and the ineftimable benefits derived from redeeming love,

The form which cur church hath hitherto ufed is juflly confidered as a fit and
excellent model in many relpects. It poflefled perhaps as lew imperfeétions as

mo(t other buman inftitutions of a fimilar kind. Yet, whatever they may be, it

i3 ardently to be hoped they will be removed, and that our public fervice will be
rendered as Liberal, as enlaiged, and comprehenfive, as truly fcriptural, as the
worthip of fpirit and of truth requires,

I have my brethren but a few words more to add, T have perhaps already detained

you too long; but [ cantot yet defift. I feel at this wmoment a wore than yloal

fatisfaction, in reflefting, that whilit we are here convened to promote the caufe

of our holy religion, and confequently the eternal happincfs of men, we are at the
fame time ating the part of thole who beft love their country. Religion is the
bond of civil fociety. It penetrates the heart ; it extends its intluence far beyond

the reach of human laws, it takes poffeflion of the fouls of men, and there imo |

i

prefles, in indelible characters, the naobleft and trueft princi?lea of virtve It pre- -
fents before men their God, ¢ who from heaven’s height views all things at one

view,” a God merciful and long fuffeiing, but the avenger of all iniquity. Tt

fhews
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fhews te raen, that tiie path which leads to eternat blifs, 15 the fape which con.

~dadtathem totheirgreate(t temporal bappinets. Who can contemplate the voliyion

ot Crife, the grand principle of which is univer{u] benevoleiice, a religion wiich
watld revive the lacred fenfe of hmmanity, and incalcate a U ftem of morals, the
fnperior pur'ty of which carries along with 1wt the ltamp of iUy divine miiaing ares
ligion whick ot ouly infiracts men in their duties to each other, bue points ut
the moft powerful of all motives tothe o dervance of themm; who, Y lay, ¢on feri-
oufly and difpaliienately weigh the advartages of tuch a religion, even tv our tem-
poral happiuefs, and not with to diffule it's {pirit threnghouc the globe, Yes my
brethren it is a religion defiined noz only to promote the eternal, but the temporal
happinels of men, by difleminating the noblelt principles ot charity, by unitivg,
the individuals of the buman race in the molt powerful and facred of all ties, hy
teaching us the great but dificult leflon of loving vne another, and thus rendering
Juftice and humanity triumphant upon earthi,  Let not then the wits and pretended
fajzes of this world, atfront the gofpel by nunjait accufations ; ler them at leafi re.
verence it’s principles, let them at leaft, acknowledge as patriots, if not as Chrifii.
ans, that of all the religious inftitutions yet adopted by men, none ever appeared
fo amiable, or fo capable of promoting general felicity, But ye wio love mankin},
ye venerable minifters of the gofpel, whele office it is to promote the eternal as

- well as temr poral happinels of men, ye who know, that religion is the rock upon

which virtue refts irm and unfhaken, be it your's to {upjort the deareft interefts of
humanity, to affert the honour of our holy religion, to refiore and vindicate the
presogatives of truth, And you, ye patriot Chriftians, who love your country,
let me entreat yon to remember, that in promoting {o pure a fyf{tem of religion, you
eftablith a principle, which alone can give permanence to your fredom and political
profperity.  This principle is virtue; on it depends the continuance of yours liberties,
the exiftence of your republic. But without the fupport of religion, you will be-
hold this principle annihilaved, and-in it’s ftead, unbounded licentioufnefs to attack
the very vitals of the commonwealth, You will behold thofe ligatures, wlich
fhould bind a free and virtuous frate, burft afunder, the {pringsof it’s ailion, the
re’ources of it’s vigour dried up and loft, your fellow.citizens deaf to the voice of
liberty and patrio:.ifm, drunk with luxury, debafed by corruption; you will then
behold, quickly to [ucceed, that fatal catafirophe which hath hitherto attendcd

~allfree fiates. You will behold your beloved republic to expire, with her expiring

virtue, Profperous and happy re: ublic, may the God of heavenand earth preferve
you trom fo dreadtul an evill May that gracious and eternal Providence, which
hitherto hath conduéted thee, ftill be the fupreme obyeét of thy regard, the pre.
ferver of thy faith and morals, thy liberty and peace! May thofe miterable na-

_ tions, ‘who bave fallen the vittims of thei* degencracy, muy their tremendous
fate ferve as an example, may their filent thouph pierciug and pathetic eloguence

teach
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the fouls of thy citizens, excite and (timulate them with a becoming zeal for the
true and only faith, with ardour for the caufe ot virtue: and teaching them
to prefler public liberty ard public good to every private confideration, may they
here eftablilh, through all ages, a glorious afylum for mankind,

Let us now, offer up our united prayers to the God whom we ferve, and implore
his gracious favour in forwarding the work we have begun, and in promoting the
worlhip of {pirit and of truth amongft us, o the praife and glory of his holy name.

F 1 N I 8,




TO THE PRECEDING

DISCOURSE

N OTE (4)

‘2 IT may not be improper here to prefent the reader with a fhort account of
/ L the origin of confeffions of faith amonpt Proteftants, and alfo to lay betore
himm fome of the confequences which have arifen from them,

The principles upon which the Proteftant reformation from popery was under.
taken, conducted an: juftified, were fuch as thefe.---¢¢ Jefus Chrift hath, by his
¢ guipel called all r..en unto liberty, the glorious liberty ot the funs of God, «nd
¢ reftored them to the privilege of working sut their own falvation by their own
“ undeiftandings and endeavonrs. For this work of falvation, fufficient mneaus are
“ aftorded in the holy fcriptures, withonr having recourfe to the doétrines and
“ commandments of inen, faith and confcience haviug no dependence upon th-m,
“ but upor the fcriptures alone, wherein all things needful for fp.ritual living and
“ man’s foul’s health, sre mentivred and thewed.”

Chrift ans were thus left at liberty 10 fearch the feriptures and to build their
faith upon them alone; the original Proteftant principles maintaining in the fulleft
manner that right of private judgment which na ure bad given to every man,
But many, led away by the prejudices of the age in which they lived, inflead of
adbering to the plain fundamental truths of the goipel, foou invelved it in all the

' obfcurity
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dilzerity of dwk acdl difipatable wetaphyfies, o attempted oo fppere clhicir ows
weis rad extravagann eenoeies by the amtharity of Sforgpurme, A grzet waniety of
«delrines fowm arcde ; feiks Spaung op, Tome of which wvese (cand ds 1o soligion and
sveilevoes oo fudiety . "That they wene the efspring of whe reform ition comld not be
denied, The dolsines which diftinguilhed the fober ami ferivos Protehan:
whurches were ma yer periedly fcitled. They were orly 19 be fonrd in che
avritings of feme private dodber, whoth his brethren were at liberty w0 ditown; or
in catechifms for yonths, or diredtories for minilters within their feveral depares
anents, o eorder therefore, that the caufe of Proteftantiim, in i’sinfane flate,
anight not fall ander the general odium which certain fe@s had juitly incurred,
dt was thought neceflary, in the moft public manner, to difavow 1heir dotirines, For
this purpofe, explicit confe(lions of faith and daltrine, were publiflied to the whele
world, and aathenticated by formal atteftations of the leading meinbers ot the
sefpeétive churches. That of the Proteftant Princes of Germany fet the example,
avhich, as Sleiden informs us in bis hiltory ot the reformation, was read in the
hiearing of the Emperor Charles the Vth in the diet held at Aupfburg in the year
1530. This hifterian fays, ¢ that the Eledtor of 8axony, &c, entreated the Em.
4¢ peror to hear their confeflion of faith, that was drawn up in writing He or.
¢ dered it to be produced and laid down, They again infilted, and becaufe, it
“ was 2 mauer that concerned their repuration, their lives and fortunes, and the
4¢ Jalvation of their fouls; and becaule perhaps, he had been mifinformed in the
4 thing, they defired it might be heard ” This precedent, other Proweflant
ftatesand churches foHowed on different occafions; and thus, acquitted themfelves,
at leaft among all equitable judges, of the {candal of abetting the fchitmatical and
deditious enthufiafts, who about that time infefled dilferent countries, under the
pretence of promoting reformation,

Thefe confeffions, being laid before the public with this formality, very foon
became of more importance than to ferve a prefent turn. They were (olemnly fub-
{cribed by the leading men of the feveral communions on whofe behalf they were ex.
hibited, as doctrines by which they would live and die; and were conlequently to
be defended at all events. And, therefore, to fecure the reputation of uniformity
to all fucceeding ages, to root out difcord of opinion, and allo to guard as much as
poffible againft a relapfe into popery, an unfeigned aflent to the public confeflion,
confirmed either by fubfeription, or a folemn oath, became in moft of the Proteftant
<churclies, an indifpenfable condition of qualifying their pators for the miniflry, and
in forae of admitting their lay-members to church communion. See that excellent
book The Confeffionals Such

uc
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Sach was the genmral atgin of confefhomy of foivh, afer tie reformation or,
fuch the motives whidh indarell the i Peorelaots o deviate from the implicity
of that {eripenee plan, wipan which they %t «at, 30d to deaw np fyftems of doéirmes
by which belef was conlintd e the precife meslue and dimeufion which they
preforited.

.In that chevch, from which we are defcended, mrticles were publifbed by the
King’s authority in the year 1553. They had beca sgreed upon by the Bithops
and ether learned and godly mcen, in a convocation held the preceding year, ¢ 1o
woot out difcord of opinions, and eftablith the agreement of true religion,” as
Bifhiop Sparrow informms us. But previous to thefe articles, the reformers kad
in 1537 publithed their /n/litution of a Chriflian wan, dedicated to Henry §th;
and in 1540 they again drew up a declaration of the Chrittian doétrine, for the
neceffary erudition of a Chriflian man, (Burnet’s Hiftory of the Reform.) finding
even in that fhore interva', that it was neceflary to rectify feveral things in their
firft publication, which they now difcovered were plainly erroneons. 1In the year
1562, King Edward’s articles were revifed and altered, fome things added, others
1aken away, and the number reduced to 39. In the year 1571, they were again
deliberately read, reviled and conﬁrﬁned.

One great and laudable abje®, among all the Proteftant churches was to prevent
difcord of opinions and eftablith the agreement of true religion. But what were
the confequences of the means adopted for that purpofe ?  Will not ecclefiaftical
hiftory inform us, that animofities and hatred were foon produced amongft the
Proteftants themfelves, no le(s violent, than what exifted between Proteftants and
papifts? 1 he leaft deviation from the received flandard of faith was berefy; and
heretics, it was thought deferved the fevereft punilbment. Nay, it was proved,
no doubt to the fatisfaltion of many at that time, by the moft pitiful fophifm, that
the right of punifhing beretics belonged only to Proteftants If any one would
find how faithfully this doétrine was obferved in Switzerland, Holland, Great
Britain, and even North America, he may confult Chandler’s hiftory of perfecu.

tions,

Nor wasit only from the violent animofities thus excited among(t Proteftants, that
their caufegreatly fuffered. In vain did the Belgic and Gallican churches attempt,
in 1581, to harmonize the confeffions of no lefs than eleven Proteftant churches, in
order to prove their unanimity in all principal doétrines and ali. i0o compofe the

differences and animofities which prevailed, The waant of unity fiill expofed the
Proteftant
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Proellant canfe to dangerous attacks from the common enemy. The differences
and animolities which prevailed were not in the lealt compofed. Nor was an
etfeflnal method of repelling thole artacks adopted, untid the immortal Chilliry.
worth, ddc'aiming the defence of the Proteltant religion, asit lay in fyfems aud
confetlions, appealed to the Bible, 'To be equ bly fuccelstul in banithing ditlerences
and animofities amongft Proteltants, they muft revert to their original plan, aban.
doa their vain {yltems and confellions, and make thie fame folemn appeal,

But it is not the caufe of Protetantifm alone wliich has fuffered by confellions,
The Cuoriftian religion itlelf has futtered by them. To this truth, the writinus
of Nolingbroke, Tindal, Colline, Chubb, Hume, &c. will too loug bear witne .
Nor is it to be wondered at, for Chrillianity as it appears in the original code, as an
ingenious writer obferves, is widely dit‘erent fromn anv buman com.pend ot it, .r
from the wew edition, with correc?ions and amcndments as fed torth in ruuals
and articles, :

Bu¢, befides thefe confequences already menticned, we muft not omit the en-
courageinent which lubfeription to articles has given to grols hypocrify, te that
fhameful prevarication, which is inconiilient with every principle of truih and in.
tegrity. This is an evil which many of the able(t and beft divines ot the Englifh
charch have long lamented, In vain do fome attempt ta juftity the pradice of
fublcribing to doctriues not believed, by what is ralled a /atitude of conftruction,
Common fenfe, and common honeily will {ill condemn the praétice, as not only
fhameful to thole who fhould be patterns of an nucorrupeed faich, but as preju.
dicial to, nay fubverfive ot fociety, Rifbop Bariet was certainly right, when he
declares, in what he confiders as a kind of dying Ipeech,  that the requiriug fub.
feription to the 39 articles is a great impufition;” ¢ the greateft part, fays he, fub.
fcribe without ever examining them, and othars o s, becauje they muft do i,
though they canhardly fatis/v their conf:ien:es, ahout fome things in them »* This
will ever be the cafe where aflent to theological fylte.us is required, fo loug as the
auri facra fames, or the flarving irquifition {hill coniinue t iufluence the con.
duct of men, |

It is 1rue that many circumflances tend to leffen the cenfure, to which the ve.
' nerable reformers may feem hable, for introduciv g, and thus entailing upan theie
. pofterity . conteflions of faith abcunding with minute points of f{cholaftic theolupy,
. and wiuch bave been prodaétive of o many evil confequences. ‘T hey could not,

perliape
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perhaps fn the fufancy of the reformation too flrennaully ¢ifclaim the extravagan.
~ cliesof certain (eéls, or too carefully prevent a relaple into popery; nor weve they
fufficiently liberated from prejudices imbiled in their early years, to difcover the
inut-lity, as well as injultice of attempting to compel men to be of one opinion in
m:teers of an abftrufe and fpeculative nawure  The principles of liberty were,
at that time, comparatively but little underflood ; critical learning was at a low
¢bb; knowledge of the gennine fenfe of fcripture was far fhort of that which diftin.
guifhes the prefent age. Men who had lo long (at in darkne(s, and in the fhadecw
of death, could not at once, tranfport thenfclves Into the regions of truth and
light If any one withes to have a proof, that fuch was the {tate of feriptural
knowledge at this time, he may confult Archbilhop Cranmer’s catechifin, a man
who had a principal hand in conduéting the reformation in England, and who
was greatly diltinguithed for his lcarning and judgment  We may allo turn to the
firt edition of the Englilh liturgy, 1548, where we (hall find the old exorcifing
form in the office of baptifin (till retained Ridiculouns and abfurd as it now ap-»
pears to us, it appeared far otherwife in thofe days.  As it may be fonie gratificas
tion to the reader to have a perufal of it, T have here fubjoined it, |

“ Then let the Priefl looking upon the children, fay, 1 command thee, unclean
fpirit, in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Gholt, that thou
come out and depart from thefe infants, whom our Lord Jefus Chrift hath vouch.
fafed to call to his holy baptifm, to be made members of his body, and of his holy -
congregation. Therefore, thou curfed {pirit, remember thy fentence, remember
thy judgment, remember the day to be at hand, wherein thou (halt barn in fire
everlalting prepared for thee and thy angels, And prefume not hereafter to exers
cife thy tyranny towards thefe infantc, wbom Chrift hath boughit with his precious
blood, and by his holy baptifis calleth to be of his flock.”

Now granting that thefe circumflances juft mentioned, may apologize for the
introdudlion of theological fyltems by the reformers, and for their defection from ’
~ their original principles, yet ] would alk, which of them is fo applicable te the Pro-

teflants of America as to jullify a continuance of thole, or fimilar fyflem«} Have
we to fear that an Emperor fhould be mifinfermed of our principles, or are our lives,
our fortunes, or our reputation at ftake ; have we impious and leditious feclasics 1o
difavow; have we to fesr a relaple into popery ; or has the 1wilight of learning juft|
begun to extend itfelf to this hemi(phere? Are the principles of liberty no bester
underflood than they were early in the 16th century ; or is the flate of religious
knowledge the fame with us, asin the time of the reformers? Have thofe preat!

mallers,
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malters of realon, Lacke, TIoadly, Buatler, Clarke, Law, Lardpier, and many

others, in vain attewapted to expand the human mind; or has the progrefs of phi.
Wlsehy in every (rience beea to us, fruitiefls and ineffectual?  Or have not realon
wind experience yet taught us the vanity as well as the dungerous conlequences of
attempting to reduce opinions within the narrow limits of a theological fyltem ?  1F
none of thele pleas or circumitances be applicable to us, if the caules which pro-

duced thofe fyftems be removed, why (hould the effect Qtill continue? Or fhall

it buppen in this cafe, asin a thoufand other inftances in human affairs, that
particular inltitutions are continued, through the efteét of prejudice derived
from cullom, long a‘ter the caufes which produced them, ceafe to operaie, or
even, long after experience, if attended to, would have proved them tv be not
only ufelels, but highly injurious. L.et us lament their continuance in thole coun-
trizs, where religion has become an engine in the hands of the rulers of 1he dar k-
nefs of this world; but let it not be faid, that, at the clofe of the 18th century,
the Proteltant Epifcopal church in America voluatarily preferred a yoke of bond.

. age to that likerty wherewith Chrift has made ns free. Let us rather, with grati.

tude, avail curfelves of the glorious oppnrmnityf which is now offered of viadicat.
ing the facred, the unalienible rights of confcience and private judgment, and of
eftablithing the worlhip of God in (pirit and in tr‘hih.

|
s s S Sttt S ——

N OTE (B)

(16) The oblervations of an able writer upon Jbe fubject of Articles, made pub-
lic by the learned and Reverend B, Dawfon, appear well worthy of our attention,

particularly the lafl here mentioned.

It is next to impofible, fays he, fur any body of men, however learned, digni
fied or diftinguithed, to draw up fuch a fet of articles of religion to be fubfcribed
Ly the clergy, (I add, and by the veftry ot each parifh) as will give general and
jJult content, and to which every thoughtful, judicious and confcientious clergyman
(or veftryman) having carefully examined and confidered them can read ly aflent
and freely fubf~ribe; ihereby in effeét declariq’:g, that thofe articles do precifely
expre(s his own fentiments upou the feveral points therein concluded, and that he

Lctieves they exprefs the very fenfe of {cripture on fuch heads,
The realons are evident, ' |
1. The compilers are bus men, frail and fallible, like others of their fellow beings,
2. They
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2, Thcy remmonly accede to the wosk with their : rejudiccs abont them ; their
jre.conceptions i favous of this or that particular terer or fyflem,; to which they
I .ve been for fome tiine devoted. We have a Hreug inflance of this in the ac-
G at of the fridbacticles, drawnupin 1616, by a no lefs atle and eminent divine
thon the mofl learned and venerable Ufther, the glory of that church, and of tle -
whole republic ot tetters  He had imbibed early prejedices m favour of fome cf
the nairow tenets of the great Doctor of Geneva, and accordingly tock the libenty
to incorpaorate wito the body of thoie articles, the nine decrees of Lamiet 3 which
gave juft offence 1o many learned and judic ous men of more eularged minds,

When the numerous members of a convocation (or convention) mneet to draw
up articles, are tisey all of the fame mind with regard to the feveral points to be
dotermined by them ? Do they difcuis thofe queflions over and over, proand con,
before they come (it they come at latt) to a final conclufion? And isit not tco well
known, how much party and faétion generally operate in thole Affemblies, and
the prevailing infloence of anthority and intereft in the event, determines all ?
‘Though many ot the members may fill at the bottom remain diflentients, .and
could wifly, that matters (fome particulars at leaft) had been ordered otherwife,

4. If the convacation cor convention) can te fuppofed to be thus divided in
their fentiments betore they come to a conclufion about them, can it be fuppoled
that the reft o} the clirgy cand laymen ) fo concluded in their abjence, would noty
if they h2d beeiu aflembled in the fame convocation {or convention) or (which is
more fealible) in any lefler departments or clafles within their refpeélive diftiidts,
have allo had 1heir different fentiments upon thofe tepics, during the debates
about them in thofe aflemnblies? How then it will be alked by fome, can it be
well (nppofed, that fo large a body of men as (the Epifcopalians of the Thisteen
Unsted Siates, or of any one (tate) (hould all at once become fo unanimous in
their opinions and confetlions touching a great number of articles, as readile to
aflent to every ore of them, and to teRRify that aflent by fetting their hand to1hem ?
And yet fome of thefe articles are fuppoled by many learned men, to be abfirufe
eaough, and Rill ditputable. |

5. Tumay perhaps be fomewhat queftioned, and not without reafon, whether or
bow far she authority of any Proteitant church or churches may extend to prefcsibe
D articles
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larticles, or to decide controverfies, about macrers of Filidi? ar whethes sspon (e

‘whale, fuch authiority may noe fullly be thotg/it, on an bealt fheesvdly fofpeited, 1o

border Comewhat too nearly npon that nlurpation of dominion over ave faith ind
religions lsberty of aur fellow Chriflians, which the Apoffles, sheoph disiuncly ine
Jpired, abivlusely difelnfmed, and vav Lord him{elt [orbud wsto cxercrfe, we bring

~all brethren to each otker, and fellow fervants under him the fupreme ruler of s

Church, and the fole founder of our faithk aud religivr:” 1Atis firther to be con.
fidered, that, asin matters of faisth, no man can have a fubflitute or repre fentative,
it is abfurd to (uppole, the members of a Convention fhould have any vight, or de.
degated authority vo interfere in what concerns faith,

e . ——— o A

N oTZ&E (C)

rc) Perhaps, inftead of prefcribing certain articles as rules of faith, and as ne-.

' - ceflary to be affented to by every minifter, one or other of the following forms of
~ fubfeription, which I have alfo taken from the valuablie work lafl referred to, would
. be much lefs exceptionable, and more worthy of a Chriftian chuich, 1 fubmit

them to ferious and impartial confideration,

“ I do here profefs and declare my fincere and firm belief in one God, the

| Creator, Preferver, and Governour of the worldt And in Jefus Chrift the Son of

God and Saviour of the world: And in the Holy Bpiric of God and of Chrift, as
defcribed in the fcripturess I believe the divine authority of the fcriptures, as ges
merally received amongft Chriians, and their fufliciency for falvation through
faith in Cbrift, I believe the neceflity of a godly, righteous, and fober life, and
it’s acceptablene(s with God, to falvation through him. [ believe all things re-
vealed in the feriptures for that end; the mediation of Chrift, the aids of his
fpirit, the refurrection of the dead, the general judgment, and the future flate
of rewards and punithments I renvunce sll authority in matters of faith, befide
that of the /eriptures; and do premife that I will carefully fludy thole feriptures,
and that [ will teach or preach no other do@rine (v doétrines as neceflary to falva.
tion, but what I am and fhall be perfuaded to be agreeable ro the firiptures, and
20 egprels the true meaning and defign thereot,” A. B

Qr ¢
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Or:

o 1 deslare myfelia €, and a friend to the Proteltant Fpifcopal church,
1 bolieve and aflert that the bholy teviptures of the Old and New Teflament cone
tain the whole will of God, relating to the {alvation ot man, through Chrilt Jefus;
and will make thole feriptures the rule and foundation of my inllrudtions and exx
hortadious to thole who fhall be committed to my minifterial charge, Nor, will T
teach any other dodtrine, cither in pablc or in private, but what I am and (hall
be perfuaded 1o be the will and de@rine of Gud therein contained, A, B.

NOTE (D)

The only objeétion of any weight, which is ufually made to an abolition of arti.
cles of faith, or toa releafe of clergymen and veftrymen from fubfcription to them
is, thatthe church would want fufficient fecurity of the orthodoxy of her minifters,
or veltrymen, But orthordoxy, as has been well obferved, we apprehend isa
term. which, in the mouth of a Proteflant, fhould only mean, an agreement in
‘o_pinion with the feriptures. And for a proof of fuch orthodoxy, as to minifters, |
ufficient provifion feems to be made in the fecond queltion put by \he Bifhop to |
every candidate for prielts orders, at the time of ordination. Queftion. # Are |
you perfuaded that the holy fcriptures contain fufficiently all the doétrines required
of neceflity tor eternal (alvation through faith in Jefus Chrit } And are you detere
rained, out ot the fame fcriptures, to inftruét the people committed to your charge,
and to teach nothing as required of neceflity to eternal {alvation, but that which
you (hall be perfuaded may be concluded and proved by the feripture?

Anfwer. Iam fo perfuaded, and have fo determined by God's grace,

“ [n fome manufcript notes by the learned Dr. Clarke on the liturgy, &ec. inti- |
tuled ¢ Amendments humbly propoled to the confideration of thofe in authority,”
a copy of which was prefented to the Britifh mufuem, the following query is put
atthe head of the 39 articles. “ Woul( it not be of fervice to religion, if all clergy.
men, inftead of fubfcribing to the 39 articles, were requised to fubfcribe only to

the
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the matters contained in the qneftions put by the Bithop (in the office for orduining
pricils) o every perfon to be ordained prielt ¢

With refped to veflrymen the following fubfcription is humbly propof(ed,

% T do hereby declare imylelf to be a Chritian; and promife to aflift, preferve
and maintain the Proteftant Epilcossal chureh in vhis (tate, (or the anited Protelt.
ant Epitcopal church in North Anerica) fo far as is confiftent with Chriftian
charity, making the fcriptures, in ail things the rule of my faith and conduct

A. B.

N OT E (E)

fe) It may be agreeable to the reader, to be prefented here with the fenti-
ments of a few great and worthy divines.

No one can have a faith of hisown, who makes not ufe ot his own judgment, in

fixing his mind to whit God calls mpon him to believe, as neceflary to a Chriftian.
Without this, he will be {i> far from contending for the faith once delivered to the
Saints, that he cannot know fo much as what that faith is, nor can have any faith
at all to contend for. In order to tind out the faith once delivered, we mult all
endeavoar, to the utmolt of cur power, to find out the true fenfe of thole paflages,
in which any thing is declared neceflary to be believed in order to vur falvation;
and to this purpofe, mult make ufe of our ewn underflandings, and form the beft

- judgment we ourlelves can. Bithop Hoadley’s ditcourte on Jude 3.

¢ As we enjoy the blefing of L1iB£RTY in that perfeition, which has been un-
known to former ages, and 1s fo (till to molt other natious; let us be diligent in
niing it to good purpofes for which it is fo liber ally indulged to us; and reuder ours
as much fuperior to thofe nations that are yet deprived ot it, as moft other countries
are obferved to have been in the like circumitances. Let us concur with this au.
Jpicious courfe of Providence, and each contribute our endeavours towards carrying

on tas progrels (of religion) by every ferious, fair and free inquiry ; tree no: only

from

!
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from al! outevard violence and clamour, but alfe from 2ll inward Listernels, wrath
and hatred: learning to bear with one ancibier’s miftakes, and labouiing as weil
to reform the ertors of our brethren in love, as to promote and confirin tieir know .
ledye of the truth; not fo:' shat in either cale, we have dosninion over thiir faithy
but as being belpers of their joy, And thus thall rcigion be av length fufiered to
partake the hencfit of thofe improvemerts which every iing befides enjeys.” Buthicp
Laws Coni.d. on the Theary ot Religion,

¢ We cannot, if we would, conform our faith to the didtates of another, and
believe juft as he believes, and becaufe he believes fo:  Nor can it ever be poflibly
lawful, upon any account, to comply with, or agree to any thing in religion that
is contrary to our judgment, and the inward perfnalion of cur minds; to profefs
for truth, what we believe to ke a wiong faith, or falfe doétrine; and to worfhip
God afier any other manner, than that which we conceive to be moft agreeable to
the divine will. In thele matters we can ueither give, nor can another ufurp any
authority ever our confciences; nor can we fubmit them to any other rules, but God,
and our own reafon. Dr. lbbut’s fermon before the Lord Mayor,

“ After proving and examining all things, we cught to hold falt that which we
find to be good and true ; neither blindly fubmitiing onr judgment to human au.
thority, nor making our own opinion the flandard of that of other men. [{o fine,
we fhould earneflly contend for that faith, and form of found doétrine, which
was once for all delivered to the fir/} Chriftians, and endeavour to preferve it in
it’s amtient purity and fimplicity ; by diftinguifhing the genvine do&rive ot Crrift
ard his Apoftles, fiom the traditionary enlar gements, with which, in every age, it
has more or lefs been clogged and blended.” Dr, Sievenfon’s fermon at the Bithop of
Hcreford’s vifitation,

The reader will doubtlefs be pleated with the following extract from a fermen
of that learned divine and philopher Bithop Lowth,

“ We anght to promote and to encourage the advancement of religious know.
ledge, and the only means by which it can be advanced; f7eeqom of inquiry.
Cnriflianivy has al ways flourifbed or decayed together with learning and li ety it
will ever ftand or tall with them, Tt is tuerefore ot the uimeo/! importance to the
caule oi' 8y uc religion, that ic ke fubmittca to an open awv impar iiub cxamination
that
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that every difquifition concerning iv be allowed it’s free courfe; that cven the
Calics of iCa enemies Lould have ic's full feope. and ey its utmalt rengih of are

goment apainlt it.  What has been the cunfequence of all that licenticus contrae
diction, with which the potpel has Leen received in thefe our times, aud in thir
naviva ? Has i not given bivth o fiuch irrefragable apologies and convincing illuftra.
vious of our molt boly religion, as no other age or nation ever produced? Letno
one liphtly entertain fulpicions ot any ferious propofal for the advancenient ot re.
ligious knowledge, nor out of unreafonable prejudice eudeavour to abffrué? any
inguiry that profefles to aim at the farther illullration of that great fcheme of the
gofpelin general, or th: removal of error, in any part, in faith, in doftrine, iun
practice, or in ‘wog?n'p. An opinion is not therefore falfe becaufe it contradicts
received notions: But whether true or falfe, let it be fubmitted toa fair examina.
tion: Truthmuft in theend be a gainer by it, and appear with the greater evidence.
“Where freedom of inquiry is maintained and exercifed under the direction of the
fincere word of God, fallhood may perhaps triumph for a day, but to morrow
trath will certainly prevail, and every fucceeding day will confirm her fuperiority.
By the blefling of God upon the free exercife of reafin and private fudgment, the
labours of the learned have been greatly fucceisful in promoting religious knowe-
ledge.” Vifitation fermon at Durham.

See alfo a late dilcourfe before the General Conveation, by the Reverend Doétn
Smith, pages 35 and 36 | ,

I will add only one extract -more, It fball not be taken from the produdion of
» profefled divine, bal from the works of one whofe authority will not be confidered
intericur to thas of any other. The great and excellent Dr Hartley (as one of the
ficlt philoluphers of the age (tyles him,) in his ob/er vations on man, Prop. 76th,
fpeaking of the rule of faith, eblerves, ¢ That it feems intirely ufelefs 1o all good
purpofes, to the promotion of piety and benevclence, in the prefent Rate of things
to form any creeds, articles or fyltems of faith, and to require an afleni to thefe
in words or writing” Why fhould future inquiries be confined? How can he
(the (ubfc iber) inquire honestly if they be? How can a perfon be properly quali.
fied to fludy the word of God, and to fearch out it’s meaning, who finds himlelf
previoufly confined to interpret it in a particulsr manuer? If the fubjelt matten
of the article be of great importance to be underflood and belisved, one may pre.
Jume, that it is plain, and needs no article s it of /mall importance, why fhouid

it
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it be made a8e3, on infifled npsn? A icbe s Zifionlt, abilrafe peint, no ore
upon easih has author ity 1o make an asticle concerng it. \Ve are @l brethren;
theoe is po father, ne snafter amena@ usg we are helpers of, not lords over, each
cthers fiith i we judge fsom other branchies of learning, 2s natural philofophy,
or phylGic, we thall there find, that the pure cvidence of the shings tbemfelues is
fuflic.ent to uvercomie all oppofition, alter a due time,”

In another place, he fays - Let us fuppofe the peclon required to aflent, or fob-
fcribe, to be a real earnelt believer, It cau fcarce be (uppoled, that fuch a perfon
fhould aflent 1o any (et of articles, fo as honellly to aflirm,ethat he would choofe
to exprels his own fenfe of the fcripture language in thefe words, To ftrain either
the (criptares, or the articles, muft be a very ungrateful talk toan ingenucus n'an;
and perhaps there may be fo wide a difference in fome inltances in his opinion, that
no ftraining can bring them together  And thus fome of the moft earneft believer
are excluded from the Chriftian winiflry, and from certain common privileges in

fociety, by a wmethod, which fuflers nominal wicked Chriflians to pafs without
difficulty, | |

¢ If it be objected, thar, unlefs preachers fubfcribe, they may teach different
dodirines; I aniwer, that they do this, though they do fubfcribe ; and that in the
muft important practical points. If the (criptures cannot yet produce a true unit
of opinion en account of our prefent ignorance, and the weaknefs and wickednefs
of vur natures, how fhould articles do this? Men can put as different fenfes upon
articles, as upom texts, and fo difpute without end. Which evidently appears to
fave been the cafe in the primitive church, Every decifion, as foon as fettled,
became the fource of a new divifion between perfons, who yet fhill agreed to the
foregoing decilion in words; till at laft, the whole efficacy and fpirit of Chrittianity,
was loft in mere verbal difputes. But the beft anfwer is, that preachers ought
entirely to confine themfelves to praétical fubjeéts, the defcriptions of the virtues
and the vices, with the motives for and againft each, the dire@icns to attain the
virtues, and avoid the vices; and this in all the various real circumftances of hu-
man lite, Learned enquiries have their ufe undoubtedly ; but ihey are much bet.
ter communicated to the learned world by the prefs, than 10 a mixed aflembly by -
the pulpic, It is a kind of facrilege to rob God’ flock of the nourifhment due to
them from public preachings, and in it’s Read to run out vpun queflions, that mi-
nilter no profit to the hearers, at leaft to far the greateft part,”

-

4 Since
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“ Since Gad is all powerl{ul, all-wife, and all poad, thele attrilntes mn@ ever
turn tne feale to their awn fide. We aced nov fear theretore, (at that crae knowe
ledge will at lalt be increafed and prevail, tha: thie wile aud geod will ude tand,
the wicked be filenced and converted, and the church of Chrift fill the whole
earth. ltis a preat infult offercd to she truths of 1elipion, to fuppole that they
want the fame kind ot afliltance, as impoltaies, human projets, or wordly defigns.
Liet every man be allowed to think, fpeak, and write, freely; and then the eivors
will combat one another, aad leave truth unhure.”

“ Though creeds, articler, &c. &c feem to have no ufe now, but even to be pre-
judicial to the caufe of truth in them!elves; yet it may be neceflary to fubmit to
fome forim of this kind in certain cafes, It may be, and probably is the truth, that
in the early ages of the church, whilit Ch.illians were Judaizers, entanglzd in
~ externals, grofs in their conreptions, &c, thefe torms were neceflary, caeteris

manentibus., But now they grow oid, and feem ready to die away, aud 1o give

- place to the worfhip of God in fpirit and dn truth; in which there is no Papifl,
Protestant, Lutheran, Calvinijl, Trinitar ian, Unitarian, Myflic, Methodiff, ¢éxc.
but all thele dillinétions are casricd away like'the chaft of the fummer thrething
floors ” /

I have now freely, and ¥ hepe not without fome fuccefs endeavoured to fupport
a caufe which appears to me moft interefting to the profperi.y ot our churih and
of Chriltianity in general I have been under no other influence, than an earnet
and fincere delire to vindicate tbe facred rights of private judgnient, to turn the
attention of Proteftants to their original principles, and to point vut to Chriftians
the means of uniting in one happy and blefled foeiety, by adhering to the plain
truths and duties of the gofjpel, and leaving open to candid dilcuflion and free in.
quiry, all fubje&s of a dark, intricate, and dilputable nature. Having performed
what duty and confcience required, I leave to the candid and the impartial to de-
cide, how far what has been advaiced, is agreeable to reafon, the fpisic of that.
religion we profefs, and the beft in:erefts of our church,
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