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The Excellency of the Spirit of Chriftiamty,
A
S ER M O N

i, TiMotuy, L. 7

for Gov bath nst grven us the Jpirtt of fear ;
" but of power, and of lwe, and of a found

mind.

T is very probable, that the apoftle
wrote this fecond epiftle to Timothy

in the time of the perfecution of the
Chriftians in the reign of the Roman Em-
peror Nero, and when he was himfelf a
prifoner at Rome, and had 4 near profpect
of fuffering as a martyr for his religion ®.
[n this mournful and diﬁrcfﬁng fituation,
he addrefles this epiftle to Timothy, He
had ccnverted Timothy to the Chriftian
A faith ;

* See Dr Benfon's hiftory of the ftate of things when

this epiftle was written, prefixed to his paraphrafe and
fiotes on the epillle,
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faith; he had appointed him to the fa-
cred office of an Evangelift, and had im-
parted to him the gifts of the Holy Ghoft.
The apoftle, therefore, may be confider-
ed in this epitle as giving his dying
charge to his favourite difciple, and de-
volving upon him the work of the gofpel
before he left the world.

Ix the verfe before the text, he exhorts
him to ftir up the gift of God that is in
him. The word, in the onginal, which
1s tranflated for up, fignifies, properly, To
blow up a fire to a more intenfe degree
of heat: So that the meaning and im-
port of the exhortation 1s, Cultivate and
improve, to the beft advantage, the fpiri-
tual eifts with which you are endowed ;
and exert all your faculties and talents to
the uumoft, in the faithful difcharge of
the duties of that” great office in which
you are engaged. And, in the words of
the text, he enforces the cxhortation from
a confideration taken from the natureand
genius of Chriftizmity 1tlelf: verfe 7.
“ Tor God hath not given us the {pirit of

¢ fears
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* fear; but.of power, and of love, and of
“a found mind,” That 15, God hath
not given us Chriftians the fpirit of tuni-
dity and cowardice, of {elftthnefs and
malignity, of levity and folly ; buthe hath
given us the {pirit of hirmnefs and con-
rage, of benignity and love, of wifdom
and fobriety of mind,

It appears from the verfe after the text,
and from many other paflages in this e-
piitle, that the apoftle had full in his eye,
thofe labours, hardfhips, and fufferings,
which he forefaw Timothy would be
called to endure in the courfe of his mi-
mftry, And, in this view, he exhorts
him to prepare and fortify himfelf for
thofe cxertions of courage and zeal, and
for the exercife: of that prudence and dif~
cretion, for which he would have frequent
occafion in thofe circumftances of per-
plexity, danger, and diftrefs, in which he
would find himfelf involved: And, at the
{ame time, he aflures him that the {pirit
of the gofpel would enable him to {uffer

afllictions, and behave under them with

that
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that patience, modefty, and mecknefs of
wifdom, which becomes one whe is per-
fecuted for rightcoufnefs fake.

It 15 hoped, it will not be unfuitable to
~ the defign of this affembly, to offer fome
obfervations tending to illuftrate and
confirm the aflertions in the text, with a
view to difplay the excellency of the go-
{pel as the fpirit of power, of love, and

of a found mind. We fhall confider each
of thefe in their order.

¥irsT, Chriftianity is the {pint of
power, or of courage and ﬁrnmeﬁ%, mn
oppoﬁtmn to tlmldlty and urefolutmn of
mind.

AMoONG the many other groundiefs
charges which have been brought againft
Chriﬂianity? it has been accuf'ecl of 1in-
culcating fervitude and dcpendence. A
very celebrated author, wlio, in  other
parts of his works, appears to be a lo-
ver of the morality of the gofpel, and
an admirer of the chara&er of its great
founder, has exprefsly afferted, Zhat
the fpirit of the gofpel is fuvourable io ty-

rants 3
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vants : and that true Chriflians are formed
Jer flaves®.  And feveral other writers,

though they admit that the Chriftian reli-
gion foftens and {wecterts the emper and
manners of mankind ; yet alledge, that,
at the fame time, it enervates their con-
rage, and difpofes them for mean and
{lavith obedience.

In anfiver to thefe, and other accufa-
tions of the like nature, let 1tbe obferved,
in the firff place, That, if we may form
a judgment of the fpirit of Chriftianity
from the f{pirit of its author, we muft ac-
knowledge 1t to bea {fpirit of courage and
boldnefs, and not of fearfulnefs and ti-
midity. For it appears, i the moft in-
conteftible manner, from the whole hi-
ftory of our Saviour’s life, that, while he
{npported the beft of all caufes, he fet
bhim(elf, though fingle, in a moft intrepid
manner, in opppfition to a whole nation:
And he perfevered in doing this, though he

had a clear forefight, that his doing o

would

' Rouﬂ’gaqa Social contradt, Book 4. chap, 8,
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would bring him to certain death, and to
a death too of the moft formidable kind.

It 1s hard to fay, what compleat heroifin
15, 1if this 15 not an inftance of it.
His firft difciples, in like manner, dif-

covered a {pirit of the molt activeand de-
termined courage. We read, in the

fourth chapter of the Acts of the Apoftles,
that when the Jewifh Sanhedrim, the
{fupreme council of the nation, called the
Apoftles Peter and John. before them,

and ccmmanded them, verfe 18, “ Notto
“ teach in the name of Jefus;” v.19. “they
“ anfwered, and faid unto them, Whe-
“* ther is it right in the fight of God, to
“ hearken unto you more than unto God,
“ judge ye; for we cannot but fpeak the

“ things we have feen and heard 2 And
they accordingly went out from the coun-
cal, and preached the gofpel with all bold-
nefs. And we read in the fame chaoter,
that even their enemies were ftruck with
admiration when they beheld the firm-
nefs of their refolution : verfe 13, When

“the members of the council faw the
“ boldnefs
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“ Loldnels of Peter and ]olm and per-
“ ccived that they were unlearned and

“ ignorant men, they marvelled 5 and they

“ took knowledge of them, that they had
“ been with Jefus;” that 1s, they per-

ceived they had learned boldnefs and 1n-
trepidity in his {chool.

Ir your time would allowus to trace
the foirit of Chriftianity as it appeared in
the primitive Chriftians, we fhould find

that perfons of all ranks, fexes, and ages,
fhewed fuch an unfhaken firmnefs and
fortitude, under the f{evereft trials, even
death itfelf, as filled thelr very enemies
and perfecutors with aftonifhment,

I't is worthy of obfervation, in the fe-
cond place, That, if we may judge of the
{pirit of the gofpel from the ftrain of 1its
preczpts, we muft alfo conclude it to be
a {pirit of refolution and fortitude. The
New Teftament abounds with the warms-
eft exhortations to Chriftians to exert
the utmoft firmnefs in withftanding the

temptations and encountering the dan-

gers to which they may be expofed.
Thus,
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Thus, 1. Corinth, xvi. 13. “Stand faft,”
{fays the apoftle, “ quit ye like men,
“ and beftrong.” And .a the epiftle to the
Eph. chap. vi. from the roth to the 1gth
verfe, *“ Be ftrong in the Lord, and the
‘“ power of his might; put on the whole
“ armour of God, that ye may be able to
“ {tand againft the wiles of the devil.”
And further, 1t deferves our particular at-

tention, that thefe exhortations are often
enforced with motives taken from the pe-
culiat doctrines of the gofpel: As for in-
~ ftarice, in the 1s5th chapter of the firft
epiftle to the Corinthians, the apoftle,
after a moft fublime and animating de-
fcription of the glory of the refurretion-
ftate, concludes with a pathetic exhorta-~
tion to immoveable firmnels in every
good work: Therefore, fays he, “Be fted-
“ faft and 1mmoveable, always abound-
“ ing in the work of the Lord, forafmuch
** as you know that your labour is not in

“ van 1n the Lord.” |
BuT, not to reflt the vindication of our
holy religion. from the imputation of 2
mean
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mean and {lavifh {pirit, merely on the
pfecepts of i, or on the cxample of its
ereat Author and his firft followers, let it
be obicrved, 1n the ¢hird place, That the
unfeigned belief and fincere practice of the
Cliriflian relrgion has an obvious and
mamfelt tendency to inlpire fuch zeal
and couragé as will difpofe men to ad
with refolution and  firmnéfs i every
worthy caufe. ‘This will appear very e-
vidently, if we attend to the two following;
particalars: 1ff, That Chriflianity is the
beft prefervative from all thofe things
which damp the vigour of the mind, and
enervate its afltive powers; and, 2dly,
Thatit fupplies the moft powerful 1ncite-
inents to a@ every worthy part in life,
in thé firmeft and moft vigorous man-
tier. Now, there arc three things which
chiefly check the vigour of tlie mind, and
render it timid and irrefolute ; and thefe
are, confclonfnefs of mean and guilty
condirét, unmanly habits of indulgence
in effeminate pleafures, and a prevailing
melancholy of temper.

B It
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IT is not furely neceffary to fpend
time in fThowing, that the firft of thefe,
confcioufnefs of bafe and unworthy be-
haviour, is an intimidating and dipirit-
ing thing: Every one knows, that guiit s
in its own nature the {ource of felf-con-
demnation, and of dread of deferved pu-

nifhment ; that it naturally fills the coun
tenance with thame, and the heart with
terror ; and that, when the mind 15 un-
der the influence of thefe enfeebling paf-
fions, it muft be tmid and dejected, and
incapable cither of forming, or of exé-

cuting any manly and worthy defign,
It 15 likewife obvious to every one, that

thofe who have imbibed the fpirit of
Chriftianity, will be preferved from thofe
prefumptuous fins which firike terror in-
to the confcience ; and that they will have
fuch truft in the promifes of the gofpel
for the pardon of their involuntary fail-
ings, as will eftablifh them in peace of
mind, and in the humble hope of the
favour and acceptance of God. In this
peaceful flate of mind, they will be in

full



[ 11 |

full pofieflion of their adtive powers,and
veady toexert them, whenever and where-
ever duty calls. 'The experience of all
ages verifies the obfervation of Solomon,
£ That the wicked ly when no man pur-
“ fueth ; but the righteousare beld as a
*lyon;” Prov.xxviil I..

Aca1N, That unmanly habits of in-
dulgence in pleafure {often and enervate
men’s minds, and make them fly from
every {cene where labour and fatigue,
where activity or boldnefs are required,
has ever been admitted as a certain
sruth, to which daily experience, and the

hiftory of all ages, bear tefimony. But
that all 1rregular indulgence in plea-

fure 15 utterly inconfiflent with the {pirit
-of Chriftianity, 1s abundantly "evident
from the whole tenor of the New Te{ta-
ment. It commands us to be lovers of
God more than lovers of pleafure, and to
{et our affeCtions on the things above, and
not on the things on the earth. Itevery-
where enjoins moderation and tempe-
. rance, and forbids, in the moft particu-
lar and 1n the moft awful manner, all

excefles



excelles in worldly pleafures of every
kind. The Apoftle, towards the begn-
ning of the fecond chapter of this epifltle,

exhorts Timothy in the meft earnelt man-
ner, *“ to be ftrong 1 the grace which 15

“ in Chrift Jefus, and to endure hardfhip
“as a good foldier of Jefus Chrift.” The
eximples too which our Loly religion fets
before us, are further proofs of the ftand-
ing oppofition betwixt the fpirit of
Chriftiamity and every kind of mean and
unmaniy mdulgence: “1keep under my
“body, and bring 1t into fubje@ion,” fays
the Apoftle, “left that by any means,
* whenlhave preached to others, I myfelf

“ fhould be a caft-away ;" 1 Cor. ix; 27.
AND, [qﬂ{y, Every onc’s own: experi-
ence aflures him, that nothing degdeng.
the altive powers of the mind more ef-
fectually, than a melancholy caft of tem-
per: For, when this difpofition becomes
prcvakpt, it renders men timid and ap-
prchenfive to fuch a degree as unfits them
for the ordinary affairs of Life, and much
more for encountering the difliculties
and
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and dangers of any great or hazardous
undertaking. It muft be owned, that-

when this gloomy difpofition becomes a
difeafe fettled in the confiitution, it 1s
perhaps altogether incurable. But, fo fau
as principles of reafon, jult {entiments,
and comfortable views can have any
power to give relief, the religion of . Je-
{us is the moft effeétual remedy. Thedoc-
trines of the gofpel are admurably adapts
ed to eftablifh the heart in peace andjoy.
‘The views which it gives us of the per-
feions and government of God in ge-
neral, of the fcheme of redemption ‘In
particular, of this {tateas introduttory toa
better one, and of the diftrefles of hife, “as
“ bringing forth the peaccable fruits of
“ righteoufnefs, and working for usa far
“more exceeding and eternal weight of
“glory,”arelikeraysof light breaking tliro’
a thick gloom to chear and gladdea the
difconfolate foul, When thereal Chriitian
contemplates the honourable relations
in which he ftands to his God and his
saviour; and when, with a mixsture of
o ' faith
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faith and humility, he looks foreward
to his eternal honeurs in the kingdom of
heaven, he is infpired with an elevation
and gladnefs of heart, which diffipates
gloomy thoughts, and fits him for the
worthieft and moft vigorous exercife of
his aétive powers. This joyous temper
was very prevalent among the firft
Chriftians, * believing, they rejoiced with
* joy unfpeakable and full of glory;”
1 Pet. xviii, “ Being juftified by faith,
¢ they had peace with God, through our-
* Lord Jefus Chrift, and rejoiced in the
* hope of the glory of God ; and not on-
* ly o, but they gloried in tribulation ;”
Rom, v. 1. 2. 3. Thus it appears, that
the fpirit of Chriftianity is the beft fecu-
nty againft thofe things which are the
chief obftruftions to the exertion of our
powers with chearfulnefs and wigour tq
the beft purpofes of life and fociety.

Bur the fpirit of Chriftianity not
only delivers the human mind from
thofe things which benumb 1ts adlive

powers, and bereave it of its r¢folution

and
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and fortitude ; but, (as was propofed tobe
fhown in the fecond place), it alfo fup-
plies the moft powerful incitements that
can be conceived to act cvery worthy and
honourable part in life, howcrer difficult
or dangerous, in the moft vigorous and
undaunted manner.

In order to illuftrate and confirm this
noint, let usattend to the principles and
motives by which Chriftians ought to

be animated 1o the courfe of their lives
and actions,

Herg it is manifelt, that whoever has
imbibed the fpirit of Chriftianity, will
have the warmelt and ftrongeft fenfe of
the cexcellence of all the virtues of the
Chriftian life, and the beft affe@ionsg
to God and man. It will {furely be ad-~
mitted, that all the virtues comprehend-
ed in the apoftolical fummary of Chriftian
morality, “ Whatfoever: things are true,
“ whatfoever things are honeft, whatfoe-
“ ver things are juft, -whatfoever things
“ are pure, whatfoever things are lovely,
“ whatfoever things arc of good report,”
are the objects of fupreme affection, and

habitual
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habitual and delightful meditation, to
every true Chriftian, All whoare juflly in-
titled to this character, contemplate thefe
Chriftian virtues m a variety of lights;
which cannot fail to animate, to elevate,
and fortify their minds ina very remark-
able manner. They always concecive of
them as fupremely excellent in their own
nature, as agreeable to the all-perfedk

will of God, and as of indifpenfable and
cternal obligation. They always live
and alt under the fullelt and molt d:-
lightful perfuafton, that the -exercife of
thefe heavenly virtues not only confti-
tutes the chief perfe@ion, happinefs, and
elory of human nature, but alfo forms
it into a refemblance of the divine na-
ture itfelf; and from this perfuafion of
the fupreme dignity and excellence of
thefe virtues, ardent defires immedi-

ately fpring up, to be  poflefled of
them to the higheft dejtee that the
naturc and fituation of mankind in this
world are capable of: And thefe de-
fires again immediately excite refolutions

of practifing them with wnvanable con-
ﬂﬁﬂcj’,
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ftancy, and of cultivating them with the
utmoft ardor and afiidtuty.

Now, every one who has attended to
the finer and nobler {vorkings of the hu-
man heart, when purified by the grace
of God, muft be convinced that a2 warm
love of that moral excellence, which 1s
the chief slory of the divine nature itfelf,
earneft breathings after nearer approaches

to the perfe@ion of it, a lively {enfe of
duty, a full convition, that the doing
that duty is the will of God, and i{trong
impulfes of the friendly and public affec-
tions, are, without all doupt, the moft
poweriul and commanding principles in
the human breaft; and when they unite.
their force, and operate with all their
ftrength, nothing can withftand them.
When we attend te what pafles m life,
we fee the moft convineing proofs of
this: For whenever amind, under the in-
fluence of thete great principles, has its
views fixed upon fome great or good
end, 1in the profecution of which 0pp0-‘

fitton, difficulty, or danger is forefcen,
C holy
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holy Chriftian ‘refolution cxerts itfelf
with its whole ftrength ; and indeed, 1t
becomes in a manner mvincible, {o that
hardly any difficuity or danger can fland
before it.  And we may ealily concerve
how it fhould be fo, when we reflect upon
the uftrious and mighty {fupports which
it receives from the exercifes of Chriftian
faith and piety. The full affurance of
divine approbation and aid, muft ever”
infpire the foul with confidence and ala-
crity, in acting that part which tr uth
and intcgrity require. It is impoffible, e-
venin ymagination, to conceive any thing
better calculated for emboldening the
human mind, and fupporting its mofk
determined refolutions, than the firm per-
{uahion that the divine admmiftration is
ever on the fide of urnt(.ouﬁlefa, and
that thc nghteous man {hall be moft am-
ply z_md glorivully rewarded for what-
‘ever he may have fuffered for his adhe-
rence to it.  “ When he looks forcward,

“ and reflefs upon his dignity as onc of
“ the {ons of God ; and that it doth not

t(

. yet
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“ yet appear what he fhail be, and that
* when his Saviour appears, he fhall ap-
“ pear with him in glory,” he 1s not
only encouraged to perfevere 1nhis virtu-
ous courfe, but he fecls hunfelf mipired
with a noble ambition to maintain a cha-
rater fuitableto fuch an exalted relation,
and fuch glorous hopes, Under the full
influence of thefe animating views, all

the clamour and evil {peaking, all the
reproaches and unjuft cenfures of the
world, and even all the dangers that
may threaten, will not difcourage him,
or make him defift and give way, “ He
* will wait patiently upon God, will coms
¥ mit his way to him,” and triumph in
the certain profpect, “ that God willbring
“ forth his righteoufnefs as the light,
“and his judgement as the ndon day ;"
P{, xxxvii, §. 6. Being confcious of his
honeft endeavours to do his duty, tho’
amidft many weaknefles and infirmities,
he folaces himfclf with the modefl, but
tnumphant hope, thro’.the mercy of God
in Jefus Chrift, that all bis good inten-
uons, all his fecrét adls of goodnefs, all

his
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his filent fufferings and ftruggles, and all

his fervices, are recorded, and fhall be one
day publifhed, honoured, and rewarded,

on the grandelt of all theatres, before an
aflembled world. Thefe hopes chear and

gladden, and at the fame time ftrength-
.en his heart, in the hour of danger, in the
day-of diftrefs, and in the profecution of
cvery virtuous defign, He has a firm re-
liance on the promifes of the gofpel, that
he fhall be emabled to do all things

through Chrift ftrengthening him; Phil,,
iv. 8. ¢ And that at laft hefhall be a con-

“ gueror, and more than a conqueror, and
“invited to {it down with Jefus on his
““ throne, evenashe alfo overcame,. and
“is fet down with the Father on his
“ throne,”

Now;,it will certainly be acknowledged,
that “ thofe noble principles of action,”
fupported with “thofe glorious motives,”
(which have both juft now been de-
{cribed), are the fitteft that can be con-
cerved to infpire fuch a ferene and ftea-
dy fortitude, as will encounter every dif-

ficulty
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ficulty and danger, and even death itfelf,
in the moft undaunted manner. It 1sex- .

tremely obvious, that when the minds
of Chriftians are under the real dominion
of thefe great principles of their religion,
they are prepared to put in practice that

magnanimous leffon of their Great Ma-
fter, * not to fear them that can kill the

“hody, and after that have no more
“ they can do ; but to fear him, who af-

“ ter he hath killed the body, hath power
« to caft both body and foul into hell-fire.”

And wherever this fuperiority to the fear
of man and the fear of temporal evils
and dangers flows from the principles of

the gofpel, it will be accompanied with
2 noble freedom and independence of

{oul, that can never dwell with mean
and flavifh principles. Men, though
in the loweft ftation of liie, who have
a juft fenfe of the dignity of human
nature, and of thoefe Chriftian vir-
tues which dignify it, will difcover, on
proper occafions, a ftrength and great-
nefs of mind, which will make them dif~

dain
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dain every thing that approaches in any
degree to meannefs, cowardice, or flavifh
fear. ‘'To all which we may add as fuf-
ficiently clear, without a particular illu-

{iration, that a courage derived from

thefe principles and motives which have
been defcribed, will be more rational and.

vigorous, more firm and permanent, than
that which flows merely from animal
fpirits, from external accidents, from
the love of glory, orfrom whatthe world
calls a fenfe of honour. |

Some perhaps will object to all that
has been faid, That {uperftitious notions
of religion, and a fancied approbation of
the Deity will excite fome men to perpe-
trate the very worftand vilclt attions, inas
firm and undanated a manner as the beft

Chriftians can perform the worthieft and
nobleft. To this.it may be anfwered,
That it muft be owned, that when the

minds of men are under the influence
d

of falfe opinions, which they conceive to
be countenanced by heaven, they will
be daring and intcepid to an amazing de-
avee, But furely falfe perfuafions fome-

times



[ 23 ]

times producing very great effedts, is no
proof that juft principles will not pro-
duce equal or {uperior ones, more cer-
tainly aad more uniforisly, Belides, to
a difcerning eye, there are marks which
diftinguifh thofeadts of magnanimity and
courage which are infpired by the princi-

“ples of true religion, from thefe which
proceed from the delufions of fuperflition.
Theformerarecalm and fecene: Thelatter
are ferce and turbulent. The firft kind

- are modeft and unaffeéted: 'The fecond
are vain and oftentatious. The one fort,
- {pringing from an enlightened wnder-
~ftanding and 2 pure heart, leave behind
them a true peace of mind, which can
never be extinguithed or diminifhed ; but
the other fort, procceding from an under-
{tanding darkened by fuperftition or cor-
rupt paflions, leave behind them only an,
1l grounded and delufive fatisfadion,
which the firft glimpfe of truth muft
difipate and deftroy,

OrtERs, perhaps, will objet to what
#as been faid, That the tendency of Chri-

~ flianity
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ftiantty is only to form men to a kind of

paflive courage or patience under fuffer~-

ings; but that it has no tendency to form

them to that aftive courage which di-.

{tinguithes the hero from the confellor,
Let it fuflice ta anfwer to this objection,

That that unremitting zeal and adivity
which prompted the Apoftle Paul, forins

ftance, to fpend thirty years in journeysby
land, voyages by fea, amidft numberlefs

difficultics, dangers, and fufferings, to-
-~ propagate Chriftianity, would have ape-

rated in the fame manner, and excited to
like indefatigable labours and efforts, .if
Providence had called him to defend his

country, to fupport the rights. anﬂ privi-
leges of mankind, or to profecute any

other worthy undertaking, It feems na- -

tural to conceive, that 2 magnanimity and
- achvity of mind, which were manifefted

in fuch an uniform and confpicuous man-.
ner through the whole of the Apoftle’s
-~ life, in promating one great caufe, would

havé difplayed themfelves in a fimilar

way, if he had been engaged in any or

thep

!
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other important caufe, which reafon,
religion, and the good of mankind would
juftify and recommend.

~Your time will not permut me to
thew, as a further anfwer to the objec-
tion, That all the finer principles and
affections of the human miind 1mpell to
adtion in the moft {pontaneous mnanner,

and even in face of oppofition and dan-
ger of the moft formidable kind: That
the gofpel {trengthens chefe natural pria-
ciples, and encourages the moft adtive
efforts in every worthy caufe; and that
it is only when fuflerings for a géoal
caufe cannot be avouded by righteous
means, that the {pirit of the -gofpel ma-
nifefts itfelf in “ parfe works of pa-

“ tience.”
Uroy the whole, from the view which
“hath been given of the principles and
precepts of Chriﬂianity, and of the {pi-
rit of 1ts great founder, we may conclude,
that it 1s a Jfpurit of pewwer, aiid not of
fear. And, indeed, we may fafely chal-
lenge’ the brighteft genins, in antient or
D mocdern
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modern times, to invent a fy{tem of prin-
ciples which fhall be more adapted to in-
foire magznanimity and courage of the
moit exalted kind, And, if it 15 impofii-
ble to devifz any fcheme which fhall ex-
cell Chriftianity in this refped, ail the ac-
cufations of 1it, as encouraging a mean
and daftardly fpirit, as promoting {la-
viflh principles of any kind, fhould be
contemned as altogether falfe and ground-
lefs. |
TrHE power of prejudice, in giving the
moft unnatural turn tothe plaineft things,
1s very furprifing. The- author quoted
in the beginning of this diftourfe, in the
fame chapter which 1s there reterred to,
alledges, that the true Chriftian’s faith
of another world, and a better life, ex-
tinguifhes ali concern in him for this
prefent world, and this prefent Life; or
at leaft, that 1t renders him incapable of

any brave and courageous efforts to pre-
ferve or promcte any advantages that
relate only to fuch a tranfitory flate. But

he has given no reafon, that can convince

any
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any unprcjudiced' perfon,that a Chriftian,
though of the moft elevated and heaven-
Iy turn of mind, muft have a lefs warm
and delicate fenfe of the liberties or of
any of the juft privileges of mankind, or
muft have lefs zeal for the interefts of his
country, his family, or friends, mercly
on the account of his lively hopes of
another and better life beyond the grave.
Befides, when we refle®t that 2 main part
of the duty of a Chmniftian, according to
the principles of his religion, lies in do-
ing good, 1 promoting the happinefs of .
others to the utmoft of his power, it is
not cafy to conceive how his firm hopes

of immortality fhould render him indif-
ferent te his duty, and incapable of all

vigorous and manly efforts to difcharge
it. Itfeems to be a more natural conclu-

fion, that the firm hopes of a future
olorious life would animate the real
Chriftian to difcharge his duty with the
utmoft faithfulnefs, and particularly,
- would difpofe him to labour with the

utmoft vigour to do good to his brethren

of
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of mankind, though it fhould be at the
expence of a tranfiznt and uncertam hfe,
that 1s {foon to be fucceeded by a perma-
neat and eternalone.  That 1s certainly
the do@rinc of the gofpel, which declarcs,
in the moft exprefs manner, * That Chri-
“ flians oupht to lay down their lives for
“ the brethren;” 1. John it 16, Such
authors as throw out thefe and the like
unjuil refle@ions upon the Chnftianreligts
on, arccither totally unacquainted withits
native purity and excellence, as 1t hies in
the New Teflament, or they are greatly
deficient in that fairnefs and candour of
mind which ought to be a primary qua-
lification in thofe who aflume to them-
felves the ofice of inftrulors of the world -
at large.

AcarxN, we may further infer, from
the vicw which has been given of the
principles of aQion recommended by the
gofpel, that thofe who profefs themf{elves
admirers of magnanimity, bravery, and
that high order of virtues, ought to be

confiftent with themfclves, and admire
Chiftianity,
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Chriftianity, which affords the beft fup-
ports and the fineft cxamples of them.
And, if they would wifh not merely to

admire thefe fhining virtues in fpecula-
tion, but to pra@ice them in real life, let
them lay open their minds to the full 1n-
fluence of the fpirit of the gofpel. Thofe
dear views of duty, and thofe firiking
and glorious motives to the prachice of
it, which the gofpel {ets before them, are
the moft effe@ual means of forming

their minds to 2 firmne(s and fortitude
of the mofl excellent kind.

To conclude, let all of us be careful to .
nourifh our fouls with the {pirit of the
gofpel; {o that, deriving {brength and vi-
gour from 1t, .we may, on all occalions,
cxert true fortityde in refifting every
thing that 1s evil, and cleaving to every

thing that 1s pood. Let us be ever on
. our guard to withftand, in the moft de-

termined manner, every impulfe of un-
governed pafilon, every temptation to a
departure from that equity of difpofition,
that benignity of temper, that purity of

heart,
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heart, and that integrity of life, which
becomes the difciples of the Holy Jefus:
And, particularly, let us arm ourfelves
with manly refolution, to defpife that
fcorn and ridicule which the vicious and
unprincipled take a pleafure in employ-
g to {feduce the unguarded and unexpe-
rienced into the fnares of vice, or into a

negle& and contempt of all religion.
\VE ought always to remember, that
though we are not called to the national
{fenate to fhew our refolution and firmnefs,
in oppofing public meafures which we
conceive hurtful to the ftate, nor into the
field of battle to fignalize our bravery,
nor tc the fcaffold of martyrdom to prove
our conftancy and fortitude; there are
abundance of other opportunities i the
daily intercourfes of fociety, and ordina-
ry train of life, for the moft important
exertions of courage and manhood. Pri-
vate and ordinary life 1s the ficld of bat-
tle, where: every Cliriftian 1s called to
exercife his courage * in fighting the
“ good fight of faith,” It is here we
myft
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muft learn to conquer ourfelves, and to
eftablifh an empire in our own bofoms, o-
ver every méan, every fenfual, every felfifh,
and every worldly pailion. The vitorics
gained here, though concealed from the
eyes of men, may be more fignal and
glorious in the fight of God, than thofe
that are gained in the moft conipicuous

and moft admired {cenes of pubhc life.
The maxim of Solomon, * That he that

“ puleth his own fpirit, is mightier than

““ he that taketh a city,” is 2 fundamental
maxim of all found philofophy, aswellas
of Chriftian morality, The conqueft o-

ver bad propenfities, inclinations, and ha-
bits, 1s the firft ftep of the Chriftian life.
And, when this 1s obtained, the nobler

principles of the heart will operate with
eafe and freedom,and difplay their power
through the various fcenes of life, in the

ftedfaft profecution of every thmg virtu-
ous and praife-worthy.

BerorE I procecd to the fecond afler-
tion in the text, permit me to fuggeft,
that it particularly becomes thofe who

arc
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are aflociated for the noble purpofe of
propagating Chriftian knowledge, toexcrt
themfelves with vigour in that honour-
able and important work. They ought
to fufter nothing to difconcert or difcou-
rage them, but to animate one another

from the encouraging confideration in the
text, That God hath not given Chriftians

the fpirit of fear, but of power, and fuffer
nothing to difconcert or difcourage them :
They may reft fully allured, that the{pirit
of thatreligion, which itis the end of their

affociation to promote, 1s the power of
 God unto falvation to every one that

¢ believeth.”

Qur Saviour himfelf has plainly inti-
mated, that the gofpel is the great mean
which the wifdom of - Providence has
chofen to cnlighten, to fan&ify, to blef3,
and to fave mankind, “Noman,” fays he,
“ Xnoweth the Father fave the Son, and
“ e to whomfoever the Son will reveal
“ him.” At another time, he declares, in
like manner, * Thatnoman cometh to the
« Father, but by bim.” And, on other oe-

cafions, hie aflumes to himf{elf the giorious
character
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chara®er and office of being * the light
“of the world,” The hiltory of the
world for near eighteen hundred years,
confirms the truth of thefe declarations.
For, in {o far as any' jult and worthy i-
deas of God, of Providence, of a future
ftate, and of pure morality, are yet to be
found among the nations of the world,
they are derived from the gofpel of the
Son of God. Even Mahometan coun-
trics are no exception to this; for whate-
ver is good and pure in that religion, is
manifeftly borrowed from the facred wri-
tings of the Jews and Chriftians. Now,
from what 1s paft, and from the predic-
tions of fcripture about what is to come,
we have reafon to think, that the {ame
divinc religion fhall be the chief mean

hericeforward of f{preading thefe blefled
do&rines, till the knowledgeof God, and

of Jefus Chrift his Son, cover the face of

the whole carth. Government and laws,
philofophy and arts, may give their aid;
but the {pirit of Chriftianity muft be the
infpirer and conductor of all ether means

I ‘_of
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of ctvilization and umprovement. No
{lronger incitement furely can be given
to a fociety, which have chofen for the
objedt of thetr aflociation the propaga-
tion of the religion of Jcfus, than this,
That they are co-operating witn the
grand fcheme of Providence laid before
thc foundation of the world, © to turn

‘ men from darknefs unto hight, and {from
“ the fervice of iin and Satan, to the fer-
“ vice of ‘the living God.”

Tur f{uccels which this noble under- .
taking hath already had, and which ap-
pears.to the conviction of cvery one, from
the number of fchools, no lefs than 172,
which arc fupported by it, and in which
7270 {cholars are inftructed in reading,-
writing, and arithmetic, muft prove a
new and powerful excitement to the So-

ciety itfelf to perfevere with zeal and ah-
crity in their labswrs of love,

Besipes thefe {chools for acquiring
necellary knowledge, there are twelve
{chools on afecond patent, in-which girls
are taught and rained up to induftry in-

{fuch
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fuch kinds of work as are fuited to their
fex, and the condition of life for which
they are defigned. It may furely be ex-
pected, that the view of thefe blefled ef-
fects whica this worthy nftitution has
already produced, and is daily producing,
will excite and encourage all the true
friends of rcligion and humanity, to con-
tribute, every way in their power, to the
{upport and advancement of a defign fo
manifelty calculated to promote both the

temporal good of fociety, and the eternal
miterells of immortal {ouls,

I beg the indulgence of the audience,
while I proceed to conficler the fecond in-
greqient of the Chriftian fisiris, mention-
ed 1n the text, @:z. the {pirit of love.

As love, in the New Teftament, when
{poken of 1n general, ulually fignifies the
love of our brethren, we fhall, in what
follows, principally treat of it in this {enfe;
Juft, By fhewing that love, tenderncls,.
and humanity, is moft certainly the ge-

nius of Chriftianity ; and, fecond, By cn-
‘eavouring to point out the excellency of

this .



this {pirit, in the degrec and to the ex-
tent 1n which the gofpel deferibes and en-
joins it,

Now,the firf of thefe, That the genius
of Chriftianity is love, {urely needs no

long or laboured proof to a Chriftian au-
dience. The primary doctrines of this

religion are: That God s love, and
dwells 1n love: — That the whole fy-
ftem of his government 1s kind and be-
nign:—That the fcheme of redemption

took its rife from the original benignity
and mercy of the Great Father of ail:—

That the Great Redeemer was animated
with the fame fpirit of benignity and
compaflion in undertaking, and in execu-
ting every flep of it:—And that the con-
fummation of this glorious plan will be
the total deliverance of many myriads of
" the human race from fin and death, and
their final eftablifhment in a ftate of per-
fect virtue and of immortal felicity and
olory. It cannot be contefted, that thefe
doltrines favour and encourage the fpi-

rit of kindnefs and beneficence.
AND,
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Axp, when we attend to the preceptive:
and fentimental pares, of the gofpel, we
find, that the {pirit of love breathes 1n
all of them: Thatthe precepts of Chriflia-
nity tend to reftrain and {upprefs all the
malevolent paflions, and to promote the
culture and improvement of the kind and
friendly ones, canh admit of no doubt:
That Chriftian morality f{trikes at the
root of that: {felfifh and worldly tem-
per which ftands in direct oppofition to
the {pirit of love, 1s evident from the
whole ftrain of the doltrine of its great
Author and hisapoftles,as wellas fromthe:
fhining examples they have given of gene-
rofity and difintereftednefs in their own
lives,

FerTHER, That the religion of Jefus
not only aims at {upprefiny and cxtin-
guifhing thefelfifh and worldly {pirit, and
the whole malignant tribe of paflions
which fpring from it, but tends to cherifh
and 1nvigorate all the benign and friendly
difpofitions, 1s evident beyond all doubt
from the moft curfory view of the New

» Teltament,
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Teftament. To mention all the particu-
lars on this fubject, would be to tran-
{cribe a great part of the morality of the
gofpel. I.et it fuffice to felect a few paf-
fages. “By this,” fays our Sc.iour, “all
‘* men fhall know that you are my dulci-
“ ples, if you love one another.,” And,
in another paflage, he infifts upon a forpi-
ving temper as indifpenfably neceffary in
order to onraccentance with God'; Mateh.
vi. 14, “ Tor if you forgive men their
“ trefpafles, your heavenly Father will al~
* {o forgive you : But if you forgive not
“ men their tefpafles, neither will }*oﬁ'lj |
“ heavenly Fathier forgive you.” Idow
perfedtly he eemplified this fublime pre-
cept in the couwrde of his own life, and at
the conclufion of it, i1s well known to cvery
one who has read the gofpel-hiftory, The
apoftles of our Lord inculcate the fame

kind of precepts with the greateft warinth
and earneftnefs: Lph, iv..31. 32, “Let

“ all bitternefs, wrath, angér, clamour,

: . :
* and evil-fpeaking, be put away from a-
* mong you, with all malice; and be ye
' “Lind
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“ lind one to another, even as God for
“ Chrift's {ake hath formven you,”

FURTHER, Thepointsof hight in which |
Chriftianity places our fellow-men, are
fuch 25 are fuited to affe€: us in the moft
powcrful and tender manner.—We are all,
whether high or low, rich or poor, learn-
ed or unlearned, equally the children of
the fame great family, and equally under-
the protection, -and at the difpofal of the
Almighty and All-wife Providence of the
fame great Parent.of all. We are all fel-
low-travellers threugh this ftate of pilgri-
mage, in which we are all expofed to the
like wants, dangers, and diftrefles, We
have all the like imperfections and nfir-
mitieé,- equally liable to fail in our duty
to onc another, and therefore equally
{tanding in need of forgivenefs at one an-
other'shands.—Weare all equally labour-
mg 1n the fame flate of darknefs and cor-
ruption, of guilt and mortality. And we

are all cqually dependent for our hopes of
deliverance from thefe great evils, on the
fame
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fame great friend and Saviour of the hu-
man race, Jefus the Son of God.

THESFE views of our brethren of man-
kind are certainly fitted to bring down
the molt lofty looks, and to convince the
proudeft of the fons of men, that, not-
withftanding 2ll the diftindions and pre-
eminences onwhich they value themfelves,
they sve, n reality, on a level in the mofk
important refpefts with the pooreflt and
loweft of the human race.~And all thofe
who lay open their hearts to the full in-
fluence of fuch views, will feel fuch hu-
mane and tencer {entiments arife within
them as the antient eaftern author expref-
{es in the following pathetic words: * If
“ 1 did defpife the cavfe of my man-{er-
“ vant, or maid-fervant, when they con-
“ tended with me, What then fhall I do

“ when God rifeth up? And when he -
“ fiteth, what fhall I anfwer? Did not he
 that made me in the womb make him ?
“ And did not one fafhion us in the

“ womb!” Job xxxi. 13. 14. 15.

It is our great happinefs in the Chri-
{ftian
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flian world, that the facred writings a.
bound with fuch {ublime precepts, and
fuch tender fentiments as have been men-
tioned. Butlet us take care, left, through
our famiharity with them, we lofe the juft
{fenfe of their excellence and importance.
Let us always remember, that, whatever
our notions about thefe precepts and fen-
timents of the gofpel may be, they are
{furely divine inftructions, and worthy to
{ferve for leffons ta the whole race of man-

kind. They are leflons that bear the moit
ftriking charallers of that tendernefs of

heart, that elevation of mind, that total
fuperiority to all felfifh and worldly paf-
fions, which diftinguifhed the divine Au-
thor of our rcligion; und they are the
moft convincing proofs, that humanity
and love, in the higheft perfection, is the

genius of Chriftiamity,

As was propofed, 1n the fecond place,
let us allow our thoughts to dwell a hittle
on the excellencies of the fpiit of love,
1. Then, love is the moft amiable and
the moft beautiful of all objeéts of con-

- ¥ templation.
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templation. Goodnefs, genuine good-
nefs, where-ever it appears, charms the
heart of man. ‘The native indications of
it in the features, the looks, the tone of
the voice, or gefturcs of the body, firike
every beholder with pleafure.  The beau-
ty. efpecially of kind and humane, of cha-
ritable and gencrous deeds, has ever been
felt and acknowledged by all mankwnd.
In a word, all the various emanations of
a kind and benign heart, in locks, in
voice, in words, in attitudes, or actions, -
are pleafine to the view of cvery obfcrver,
~ And hence it is, that the fpirit of love,
operating and difplaying itfelf in the cha-
radters and manners of mankind, gives
them their chief beauty and excellence.
Where this is wanting, that artificial po-
litenefs, which is i {o high eftimation a-
meng the higher ranks of mankind, gives
an apparent rather than a real grace and
amiablencfs to their manners. That po-
litenels which fiows from real affection
and humility will cver be found to

be the moft genuine. It may, 1n-

- deed,
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deed, want {fome of;the exterior graces
which arife from elegant attitucdes and
motions of the body, or from certam
propricties of voice and language, But
as the cflential part of politenefs confifts
in attending to thefe things which may
pleafe or be agreeable, as far as 15 con-
fitent with truth and integrity, m avoid-
ing, cither in words or in actions, what
may hurt or offend, and in laying afide
frivolous officiouinefs and ftudied forma-
lity, unfeigned goodwill and affetion
will engage to a more uniform and effec-
tual pradice of thefe things than any ar-
tificial rules and habits can poflibly de.
It muft indeed be owned, that confi-
dering how ill aifeCted men are frequent-
Iy to one another, they would be infup-
postable to cach other without a portion
of that difimulation, which1s a confider-
able ingredicnt in the fafhionable polite-
nefs of the world. If men were to thew,
without difguife, that envy or contempt,
that averfion or malice, which, alas!
they too frequently have i their hearts,
they
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they could not poflibly bear with one .
another. It ferves indeed, to maintain
the peace and decency of fociety, that
they mutually a@& a part, though far
from the moft {fincere one. But, {fure-
ly, if men would, 1n éood carneft, apply
themfelves to the exercife of that mutusl
love which Chriftianity enjoing, there
would be little occation for that habitual
infincerity in artificial profe(lions of good-
will and humility, which make up fo
great a part of what is called good man- -
ners or good breeding. If love, with-
out difimulation, rcally warmed our,
hearts, 1t would Dbeautify our manners
more cfteCtually than all aruficial rmles
without it can pofl:bly do,

FurTHER, 10 the fecond place, the ex-
cellency of the principle of love will ap-
pear, if we confider that it 1s not only a
moft amiable, but alfo a mofl powerful

oane. And, indeed, its power is fo great
that 1t 1s diflicult to enumerate or -de-

fcribe all its mighty effects. It is an
eftablifl:ed maxim,; That love begets love;

and
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and the truth of this maxim 15 verified
by univerfal experience. If we fhow
hearty good-will and affection to thofe
+ith whom we converfe, or with whom
we have any intercourfe, we can {carce
fail to receive the proper returns of good-
will 2nd kind difpohitions on their part.,
Love without difimulation conguers eve-
ry heart. Its empire i1s.in a manner
qanmverfal, Where 1t 1s known to be the
ruling principle of any charadter, it will
oain the hearts and applaufes of thou-
fands, nay of millions of mankind, who
never faw.the perfon, nor were ever with-
in the reach of his beneficence. But the
mighty power of love appears, not only
in winning the hearts of all men, when
there 1s no refiftence to be overcome a-
rifing " from envy, refentment, or any of
the malevolent paflions, but it appears
more confpicuoufly in triumphing over
ill-will, refentment, and malice of the
moft confirmed and inveterate kind :

“ For, if we really, and from the bottom
** of our hearts, love our enemies,” (as our

vaviour
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Saviour direfs); “ if we blefs them that
“curfe us’; if we do good to them that
“ hate us 3 and if we pray for them that
“ defpitefully ufe us and perfecute us, we
“ will gradually foften and melc their
““hearts.”  If we uniformly perfevere in
returning good for cvil, the beit offices
for the worft, there is fcarce any haman
creature {o hardened and obftinate as not
to be mollified and even reconciled at laft.
'There 1s only enc exceprion to this:
When the good man’s meafures of con-
dud® and courfe of ation continue to op-
pofe and thwart the worldly interefts and
ambitious views of his adverfaries; in
that cafe, the moft {leady exercife of the
pureft and moft perfect goodnefs will have
no efict. This was the ftate of things
betwixt our blefled Saviour and the rulers
of the Jewifh nation, and was the caunfe
that his inimitable and unconquerable
ooodnefs had no influcnce upon them.
But when this is not the cafe, an uniform
courfe of kindnefs and good ollices, which

carry demonftration aleng with them,
that
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that there are no remains of refentment
at hottom, or no other wrong principle
operating within, will fooner or later
produce their cffedd, and beget lo re and
efteein,

\VE may further add, as another proof
of the mighty power of love, that when
any one is called to the delicate and dif-
ficult office of admonifhing and repro-
ving others for their foliies and vices,
nothing but the workings of rcal affec-

tion appearing to the full conviction of
the guilty perfon himfelf, that can recon-

cile his mind to the reprover, and give
real energy and efficacy to what he fays.
The power of love, in fuch cafes, far

furpafles the power of the fineft elo-
quence.  When love mauifeftly dictates
the reproof, it will draw tears from
the cyes of the profligate and aban-
doned, and even of the hardened in vice
and profligacy, and make him con-
ccive a higher degree of affeCtion and
eftcem for the friendly advifer than ever
he had before: And fometimes the firc-

cefsful

f
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cefsful execution of an office of this kind
proves the commencement of a friend-
{hip that lafts through life.

WE may {till add upon this head, that
it 1s love which nfpires the {oul with
generous and noble defigns, and with
that refolution and fortitude +which is
neceffary to execute them, Thefe heroic
actions which are recorded 1n hiftory, and
which we read with admiration, have,
for the moft paft, been the clle@®s of the

love of one’s country, of particular friend- .
thip, or of an ardent zeal for fome im-

portant interefts of mankind. Thus he-
roifin, the trueft heroifm, derives its chief
excellence and ftrength from the {pint of

love.

Lafily, Tue mighty powcr of love
difplays 1tfelf in umiting and binding
mankind topether. A renowned lead-

er n {cience or 1 arts, a fupcrior of
diftinguifhed virtues and talents 1n any

1nportant departwent in. {ociety, produ-

ces a wonderful upion and harmony a-
mong
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mong his admirers and adherents. The
warm attachment, for inftance, of all fol-
diers to a favourite general, or of all the
fubje@s to a beloved prince, what good-
will, what unanimity of views does it
produce among the foldiers or fubjects?

‘How does it make them forget their wnttle
animofities, and interfering interefts, and
join heart and hand in the fervice.of him
who is the common object of their affec-
tion? In a word, love 1s that invilble,
but mighty chain, which links mankind
together in a thoufand ways. And 1tis
by thefe affociations, that their perfonal
interefts, and the intereft of the public
are frequently promoted 1o the moft effec-

tual way. |
To all which we may add, that this
principle of love fhall at laft demonfirate
the whole extent of its power, by uniting
the whole virtuous and holy part of man-
kind into one happy and glorious {ocie-
ty, under the one great Mediator and head
Jefus Chrift the righteous. And as he 1s
the perfect image of the invifible God, it
G ~ fhall
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thall through him unite them all to the
great Parent of the univerfe. And thus
love fhall be the'eternal and indiffolvable
bond of unton to the whole immortal
empire of Jehovah.

Tue third and laff proof of the ex-
cellency of the fpirit of love is, its being
the fource of joy and happinefs. This
is a point that needs no laboured illuftra-
tion or proof. -We need only appeal to
every one’s feeling, that love 1s the tem-
per, nay tie very effence of happi-
nefs. Every fentiment of the human -
breaft, in fo far as 1t partakes of benig-
nity, itis happinefs ; and, in{o far asit
partakes of malignity, it 1s mifery. If
we had our choice in the manner of ma-
king ourfelves happy, we could not

fix upon any thing more -ecffectual,
than to have our hearts ovcrﬂowing

with the warmeft affetion to every hu-
man creature, without the Ieaft tinc-
ture of any malevolent or difquieting paf-
fions. The only thing further wanting to

complete our happinefs, would be the af-
- {furance
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furance of ‘the favour of God to fecure
and perpetuate it. Let us fuppofe this
attained, and then try, if we can even i-
magine a more happy ftate than that of
a man “ who dwells in love,”’ who 1s {a-
tisfied with his lot in life, and who rejo1-
ces in the divine adminiftration, In {fuch
a ftate, furely, the mind muft be open to
relith, with the fullet pleafure, all the en-~
joyments of life. And it muft alfo be
in the beft difpofition to do good, and
to relieve the neceflities, to {ympathife
with the {orrows, and to fhare in the joys
of all mankind.

'THEsE are the natural and noble effe@s
of the fpirit of love: Wherever 1t prevails,
it renders the poffeflors amiable, powerful,
and happy. |

To conclude, let us not fatisfy our-
felves with admiring and praifing the ex-
cellency of this fpirit ; but let us be foli-
citous to tranfplant it into our hearts,

and to exhibit the blefled effeds of it in
owr lives, Let it ever be our afliduous care

{0
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to check the firft rifings of all the male-
volent paflions, and to cherifh the firft
motions of the benign affections. Let
us habiteaily hft uwp our fouls in ear-
neit prayers to Almighty God, that he
may kindle io our hearts the facred flame
of love to himfelf and to mankind, and
that he niay heighten and increafe 1t by
the continual influences of his Holy Sp1-
rit. In all the intercourfes of fociety,
Jet us embrace every opportunity that
offers, and even feck opportunities of

exercifing our own friendly affections: |
And let us be equally careful to extin-
guifh the beginnings of animofity and ha-
tred, and to {pread love and friendfhip a-
mong all thofe to whom our influence
can any how reach. For, if we fet our-
felves i éarneft to do {fo, we may be af-
fured the kind difpofitions will gather
firength, and will grow up till they gain
the afcendency in our fouls, And under

the dominion of thofe gentle mafters, we
{hall be amiable in the eyes of men, we

Iball be acceptable in the Gght of God,
.. we
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we {hall be Ilappy in ourfelves s we fhall -
be uieful in the world ; and at our depaz-

* ture hence, we thall be fit to be tranflated
into thofe blifsful regions of the new
heaven, and of the new earth, where peace
and harmony, love and friendfhip, fhall
have their everlafting abode.

W now proceed to offer a few obferva~
 tions on the third aflertion in thetext, w2z,
That Chriftianity is the fpmt of  found

mind ¥,
In entering upon this part of the- fub-

jed, let it be obferved, 1norder to prevent
‘miftakes; that two thmgs {eem pnnmpal-
ly to be comprehended under the notion of
* foundnefs of mind; iff, That the mind 1s
fettled . in fuch a ftate of freedom from
the perturbation and darkening influence
of all irregular paflions, that it is in a
capacity to judge fairly and juftly of
things according to truth and nature;
and, 2dly, That it can adbere with fted-

faftnefs

® What follows was not delivered for want of nme,

but is now added, that the fubjett mtght pot be le&
quite unfinifhed,
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faftnefs to thefe nght judgments, even in

the moft trying fcenes of life. It will
furely be admitted, that it i1s not the
meaning of the aflertion in the text, that
Chriftianity gives us better natural pow-
ers than we would have had without it;
but only that .c aflifts us in the free and
genuine ufe of thofe powers, in whatever
degree we are pofiefled of them.

Now, that the{pirit of Chriftianity has
a2 natural tendency to preferve foundnefs
of mind, and to lead to wifdom in the
conduct of life, will appear from the fol-
lowing obfervations,

Furft, That 1t 1s one princi;ales - \nd in--
tention of Chriftianity to eftabliy. fuch ra-
tional and folid principles of rel.yion, as if
followed out, would prevent ¢t ¢ . <v#t all
fuch fuperftitious and enthufiaftic notions

as tend to relax the obligations of mora-
lity, and to fubfiitute fomething clfe

m their ftead. The conceptions which
the religion of Jefus gives us of the nature
and perfettions of God, as a Spirit pof-
fefled of all moral excellencies, lead us to
conceive, that the pradice of thefe moral

virtues
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virtues which makes us refemble him, is
abfolutely indifpenfable. Our holy reli-
~ gion not only enjoins us, 1n general terms,
“ ro be followers of God as dear children;
“ to be holy, as God is holy; perfed, as
“ our heavenly Father is perfect:” But it
affures us in the moft exprefs and folemn
terms, that the acceptance and favour of
God cannot be obtained by rites and ce-
remonies, or any thing whatfoever, with-
out holinefs of heart and life: That
¢ without holinefs no man fhall fee the
“ Lord,” is one of its fundamental prin-
ciples ; and it is folemnly declared to be
the grand and ultimate end of the whole
difpenfation of the gofpel, * to purify
¢ mens hearts, and make them zealous

“ for good works.” OQur blefled Saviour
ftood forth, through his whole life, an un-
daunted champion for pure and undefi-
led religion, for the weightier matters of
the law, judgment, mercy and faith, in
diret oppofition to the fuperftitious, en-
thufiaftic, and corrupt opinions of his bi-

gotted countrymen ; and it was in fup-
port
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port of this glorious caufe that he fuffer-
ed even to the death, . Whoever reads the
gofpels with any degree of attention, muft
be convinced that helaboured, through his
‘whole life, with the warmeft and moft
indefatigable zeal to root.out all fuper-
ftitious opinions of every kind, and to
plant in their ftead the grand principle
of true religion, That there can be no ac-
ceptance with God, no evidence of a title
to future felicity, without a life of pood
works proceeding from a good heart:
Whoever therefore imagines that Chrifti-
anity encourages or promotes fuperflition,
or fubflitutes any thing what{oever in-
ftead of real holinefs, muft either be grofs-
ly ignorant of what it is, or muft be
prejudiced againft it to an aftonifhing
degree. -

Now, 1t 15 extremely obvious, that if
this one momentous and capital principle
of our religion, “ That, without holinefs,
‘¢ no man fhall {ee the Lord,” were firm-
ly eftablithed in the minds of men, it
would have a mighty influence on the

whole
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whole fyltem of their opinions, and on
the wholc condué of their lives, Ths
fingle principle operating with its full
power, and to its whole extent, would
root out ‘multitudes of foolill, trifling,

and pernicious opinions ; it would correct

innumerable weaknefles and follies, and
wonld be a chief mean of ftrengthening
and perfe@ing human reafon itfelf, The
effeéts of it onlife would be no lefs fignal ;
it would fix men at once in a right choice
“asto the great ends of life, and as to the

means of accomplifhing them: No cnds

could be propofed, or sneans employed,

but fuch as the {trictelt virtue and pureft
religion would approve and recommend.

The fpirit of the gofpel is therefore fa-
vourable 1n a very remarkable manner to
foundnefs of mind and wifdom of con-
“dud,

Acain, Let it be obferved, in the fe-
corzd.placc, that the fpirit of Chriftianity
has a powerful tendency to mortify and
fubdue all thofe irregular paflions, which

H | prove
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prove the chicf hindrances to the befk
exercife of our rational powers.

EveEry one who has given the leaft
attention to human life, muft have obfer-
ved, that the tafte for the affluence and
riches, for the power and dignity, and
for the {fplendid accommodations and ele-
gancies of life, rifes frequently to fuch
an immaderate height, that it makes men

lofe fight of the true dignity of human
nature, and engages them in the piirfoit

of thefe perifhing objefts, with as great
ardor as if the pofleflion and enjoyment
of them conftituted their chief happine(s
and glory: That vehement paffions of this
kind darken mens underftandings, enfee-

-ble their moral fentiments, and lead them
to form a thoufand falfe judgments and

wrong eftimates concerning the real worth
of things, is abundantly evident from dai-
ly experience and obfervation, And when
thefe worldly paffions gain an afcendency
in the minds of {uch men as are at the
fame time under the full dominion of felf-
love, of pride and ambition, they not on-

ly
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Iy difturb and blind their under{tandings,
but, ifthey happen to meet with unexpect-
ed and fevere difappointments and mor-
tifications, they fometimes rife to fuch a
height of violence as terminates in total
diftrattion and madpefs in all 1ts meft
frightful forms.

THE fpirit of Chriflianity is the molt
natural and effetual remedy againft the
excefles of all fuch paflions. For 1r1s ma-
nifeftly the defign of this divine inftitu-
tion, to raife the minds of men to a ftrong
and commanding fenfe of the excellence
of virtue in itfzlf, and to a lively faith of
the glorious rewards awaiting it In a fu-
ture flate. It 1sa fundamental maxim of
the morality of the gofpel, That the chief
happinefs and chief glory of human na-
ture lies in the virtuous endowments and
difpofitions of the heart, and notin world-

ly poflefhions or enjoyments of any kind.
Whoever therefore has imbibed the fpirit

of this religion, will have his fupreme
afte@tions fet on the things which are a-

.bove, on fpiritual and eternal objects:
The
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The effe® of which muft neceffarily be,
that the love of inferior and carthly ob-
Jets will abate and ceafe to maintain the
empire in his fouf:“ We cannot ferve two
“mafters: We cannot ferve God and
“Mammon.” In o far, therefore, as
men are really mnder the influence of
Chriftian principles, thofe irregular paf-
fions which darken their underflandings,
which weaken their moral powers, and in-
capacitate them for forming right judg-
ments with regard to the true ends and
true happinefs of life, will be fabducd and
mortificd. And when the obftruétions
from thefe paflions are removed, the no-
bler faculties of the mind will exert them-
felves with vigour, and govern the life ac-
cording to the diftates of truth and wil-
dom.

Tuest happy effects of the-{pirit of
the gofpel,in l;_éeping allthe paflions with-
in fuch bounds as not to flop or difturb
the proper exercifeof the finer powers, may
have been of unfpeakable benefit to the
human 1ace in former ages, and may con-

tinue
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tinue to be fo, till the confuramation of
all things. The minds of thonfands may

have been eftablifhed in fuch a ftate of

moderation and felf-government, as has

prevented their paflions from rifing tofuch
hurtful or fuch fatal exceffes, as theéir na-

tural degree of ftrength might have occa-
fioned, if they had not been mellowed and
{ubdued, by the facred and powerful 1n-
fluence of the gofpel: And if the fpirit of
Chriftianity fhould more and more pre-
vail, as there is good ground to hope, thefe
bleffed effects will alfo more and more
increafe, At the fame time it 15 to be
feared, that many perfons in Chriftian
countries make fo little improvement of
their {piritudl advantages, that they fuf-
fer theic pride, their ambition, their re-
venge and worldly lufts to hurry them
on to the fime heights of madnefs, as if
they had never heard of the Chriftian re-

higion. When, indeed, that moft depla-
rable ftate of humdn nature, total phrenfy,

takes 1ts rife from fome ftrange diforders
in the animal frame, ‘without any aid
| from

-~
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from ungovernable paflions, Chriftiamty
can have no influence to prevent or cure
it, at leaft, in any other way than as 1t

enjoins us “ to mortify the flelb, to bring

« the body under, and keep it in fubjec-
44 ti 011.”

IT was obferved above, that firong
{elf-love and pride have a great influence

inraifing the worldly paflions to an immo-
derate height. Itis worthy of particular
attention, that the fpirit of Chriftianity in-
terpofes its friendly aid herealfo, by form-
ing men to fober and lowly thoughts of -
themfelves. The maxims and precepts
of the gofpel fhow fufficiently, that hu-
mility is an important and effential part
of the Chriftian difpofition. Thus the
apofile exborts, Rom' xii. 13. “Ifayun-
“ to every man that 1s among you, not
* to think of himielf more highly than
¢ he ought to think, hut to think {ober-
A "This {obriety of mind, though
perhaps it cannot be reckoned a diftinét

virtue from all others, yet it 15 a diftin-
gmﬂnng part of a right flate of mind,
: and
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" and 1s the beft ground-work on which the
fuperftenéture of a virtuous chara&er can
be raifed. Mark the perfon thatis void
of this fober fenfe of himfelf, and you
muft be very undifcerning in characters,
if you do not perceive in him many fo1-
-bles at leaft, if not many vices. The
chief ingredients of this fobriety of mind
are thefe two, humility and equity of dul
pofition. |
TrosE who retain an habitual fenfe
of their conftant dependence on divine
providence; of theirutter infufficiency for
their own happinefs ; of their manifold
imperfections, and of their accountable-
nefs to God for their whole behaviour,
cannot be high minded. Such perfons
will not difcover a propenfity to compare
themfelves only with thofe who are their
inferiors in natural powers, acquired ac-
complifhments, and moral attainments,
that they may feed their vanity with their
own real or fancied fuperiority. They
will rather be difpofed to compare them-
{elves with thofe who are their fuperiors

in
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an all thefe refpets ; and, not even fatis-
fied with this, they will chufe to meafure
their attainments by that ftandard of mo-
ral perfection which 1s planted in their
own bofoms, and which is clearly dif-
played in the purity and perfection of the
divine law. Thefe comparative views
will foon make them fenfible how little

caufe they have for indulging themfelves
'~ in vain, {elf-complacent, and felf-impor-
tant imaginations. Onthe contrary, thefc
{ober views of things will infpire them
with fentiments of genuine humility ; in-.
ftead of entertaining {felf-magnifying
thoughts, they will feel pilous regret ﬁp-
on the account of their being fill fo far
fhort of the {tandard of moral exccllence, .
and they will feel the deepeft {orrow when
they refle®t on thofe manifold failings
and infirmities of which they are ftiil con-
{cious; and, under thefe humbling views,
they will earneftly implore the mercy and

forgivene(s of God 1n Jefus Chrift. through

whom they hope toreceive the atonement,
It
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IT muft be obvious to every or:, on
the leaft refle@tion, that the humble ftate
of mind juft now defcribed will be a per-
petual reftraint on thefe boilings of re-
fentnient, thefe pangs of pride and am-
bition, and thefe florid imaginations

about worldly happinefs, which ftrangely
blind the underftanding, and occaiion

the grofleft departures from rational

'jUdgments and wife condudt. Again,

equity and fairnefs of mind 1s alfo a

great fecurity againit wrong judgments
and wrong conduct in the affairs - of life,

Obferve 2 man under the dominion of felf-
love, felf-will, and f{elf-intereft, and you
will fee him form judgments {o manifeft-
ly and reproachfully partial as muft a-
ftonifh every impartial {pectator. On

the other hand, obferve a man of a fair
" and equitable difpofition, and you fhall
fee him give judgment with readinefs and
alacrity againft his own interelt, when
juftice or equity requires it. In the lan-
cuage of facred writ, “ Hefwearethto his

“ own hurt,and changethnot,” 'Thathu-
I mility
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mility and equity are fundamental vir-
tues 1t che Chriftian fcheme of morality,
will not be called in queftion. The {piric

of Cl*.ri[‘tianity, therefore, muflt be acknow-
ledged to be conducive, 1n a remarkable

manuer, to foundnefs of mind and to im-
provement in real wifdom,

WE {hall only add, in the zhird place,
that the {pirit of Chriftianity produaces 2
pleafing compofure and ferenity of {oul,
which has the moft friendly mfluence on
the beft exercife of our rational facul-
ties.

- Tue real Chriltian is not only deliver-

ed from the tumult of impetuous paffions,
but he is folaced with profpects and hopes

of the moft comfortable and peaceful
~ kind. In this flate of tranquillity and
peace, he has the full command of all his
faculties, and can exercife them to the
beft purpofes and in the beft manner.
Every one’s own experience aflures him,
that whatever difturbs his mind darkens
and enfeebles it; and, on the contrary,
whatever compofes his mind, brightens

and
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and invigorates 1t. Every one’s obferva-
tion either on himf{elf or others, alfo in-
forms him, that deliberate forethought
found judgments, and wife purpofes can-
not dwell amidft hurry and confufon ;
“and that they are only te be found in the
habitations of order, quictnefs, and peace
As the eye, in a ferene and unclouded
ey, fee_s ﬁvéry object within its reach

in the moft diftin& manner; fo the mind
 fees every thing clearly whenitis free from
the perturbaticns of pafhion, and the dif-
quietudes of care and anxiety. Thus it
appears, that the {pirit of Chriftianity is
‘conducive, in a variety of ways, to found-
nefs of mind and wildom of condud,

 WHAT an admirable thmg-then is the .-

religion of Jefus, which, whiie it ¢ makes
“us wife unto falvation,” makes us alfo
wife as to this world, {o far as pur fa-
tural faculties are capable ?

- Avry that has been faid of the excel-
Jency of the fpirit of the gofpel has been
confined to the three ingredients of it
mentioned in the text. But if we were

to
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to difplay the gofpcl-morality in its full
extent, as comprehending piety, piurii:y,
equity, humility, and the whole train
of Chriftian virtues, many new and
ftriking excellencies would rife up to our
view. And if we were to add to the dt-
vine morality of the gofpel a delineation
of its peculiar doétrines, and of their cx-

cellence and fuitablenefs to the wants ’Lnd

exigencies of nmnluml in their plefent
ftate, jve would clearly difcern that 1t

was juftly pmclalmed by the ann'el at our
Saviour’s birth, to be © glad t1d1ngs of‘
L great joy w hich fhall be to all people.”
IF We Were, for mﬁdnce, to thew that
the gofpel is light to thofe who were
ﬁttmgm daancfs ; that’ it is pardnn to the
gmlty ; that it is the power of the Spirit of
God to puufy and fan&l.{'y thofe who
oroan under corruptmn and o body of {in ;
and that It gives the ailured plofpe& of an
pmmortal life in a glouous refurrechion-
{tate to thofe whe, thlou&h fear of de1t11

wonld be all their life iubje& to bonclngc
{
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1 fay, 1if we were to paint Chriftianity 1n
thefe interefting lights, we would clearly
fce that it 1s, 10 all refpets, © worthy of
a1 acceptation ;° and that it 1s the on-
ly fource of. confolation to the keart of
man, that can never fail him in any cir-
‘cumftances or fituation of life, or at the
approaches of death and dliTolutmn 1t-

{elf.

To which we may ftill add, that if we
were-to compare the gofpel both as to

its do@rines and as to 1ts mora]s with
the moft admired fchemes of antient Hea-
rnen moralifts, its fuperior excellence, m
_boﬁh refpeits, would appear in the mofk
'c0nvincincr 1ight. But as there 15 not

‘room for treatmcr thefe important topics
in one difcourfe, we fhall conclude with a

:few l:nn_e!?~ refle€tions on what hath been
d {ﬂid! | ' '

1. THEN, if the gofpel has 2 manifeft
tendency to form men to the nmft ami-
1blc, the moft cxc,ellent, and ‘moft ufe-

ful dlfpoﬁtmns, it muft be total inatten-
tion,
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tion, want of difcernment, or want of
tafte for cxcellence even of the higheft
order, that can make any one infcnfible
of 1ts worth and excellence, To which
we may add, that thofe who employ their
time and talents to depretiate this excel-
lent and ufeful inftitution, and to bring
it inte contempt, cannot be deemed true
friends to mankind and to the molt im-
portant interefts of human fociety.

2, Ir the gofpel is really fo exccllent,
and {o ufeful, as has been faid, let us be-
ware of entertaining prejudices againft it,
Let none deceive themfelves with an opi1~
nion, that prejudices are harmlefs and in-
nocent, or at leaft, that they cannot be

criminal in any confiderable degree. Let
none imagine, that that liberty of think-

ing, which is the unalienable right of
mankind, intitles them to think and to
believe as they pleafe, and whatever they

pleafe. On the contrary, every one of us
ought to reflet with the utmoft ferionf-

nefs onthe facred obligations we are under
to exercife our underftandings impartial-

ly
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ly in the fearch of truth, and to judge ac-
cording to the evidence which God hath
laid beforeus. It is true, that we are not
accountable toany humanjun{dittion for
our thoughts, and the ufe and improve-
ment we makeof our underftandings, But,
“at the fame time, it is equally true, that we
are as really accountable to God -for our
ways of thinking, as for our ways of a@t-
ing. There will be a mighty difference
found at the divine tribunal, betwist -
berty of thinking and licentioufnes of
thinking, betwixt judgments formed from
the juft exercife of our rational powers,
and thofe which have been formed under
the influence of worldly and felfifh paf-
fions. Nothing can be more equitable,
than that thofe who through corrupt paf-
fions have fhut their eyes againft the light
which would have direCted their fteps,

comforted their hearts,. ind led them in
the path of life, {honld {uffer all the con-
fequences of their own wilful condudt.

He who is the truth hath aflured us, that
1t fhall bethe ground and caufe of the con-
| de:nnation
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demnation of many, “ that they have

“ loved darknefs rather than light, be-
¢« caufe their deeds have been evil,”

To conclude, let us make the var mus

excellencies of the {pirit of the gofpel
the frequent and favourite fubjeét of our

molt retired and ferious meditation : And
in thefe hours of retirement, let us lay our
hearts fully open to thefe impreflions
which the -ontemnlation of its excellence

will naturally make wpon us. The minds
of moft men are fufceptible of impref:
fions from moral excellence. And when
we perceive, that a very high degree of
it, ines through the whole gofpel, we
will be difpofed to hearken with fairnefs
and impartiality to the many other
ftriking proofs of 1its truth and divinity.
And as our heartss are more and more
{fmitten with the love of truth and vir-
tue, pr‘éjudices will vamfh, and our faith
in the divine miflion of Jefus will be gra-
dually confirmed, “ till we are filled with

“ peace and joy in believing.”
Names
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Names of the perfons appointed to receive
BENEFACTIONs in London and Edin-

burgh, for the ufe of this SOCIETY.

 In London, Fobn M‘Intofh, juntor, Efg;
Merchant.
In Edinburgh, Mr Jobn Davidfon Writer

to the Signet.

TFTORM of 3 BeEquEsT or LEGacy.,

Item, 1 giv.e and bequeathe the fum of
to the Society in Scotland for pro-

pagating Chriftian Knowledge, to be ap-

plied [either to the purpofes of the firft or
- fecond charters, as the donor pleafes. ]

Committce of DIRECTORS for
the year.1768. |

:ﬁzfne.r Swmollet of Bonbill, Efq; his Ma-
Jelty’s Sheriff-depute for the fhire of
K Dunbarton,
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ries of Ldmburgh, Prefcs.
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Ldthurah.
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Dr dlexander Webfler, one of the Mini-
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Tofeph Williamfon, Efq; Advocate.

Mr Jobn Caw Depute-fecretary to the
Board of Excife.

Dr Jebn Erfline, oric of the Minifters of
Edinburgh.

Mr Fames Robertfon, Profeflor of Orien-
tal Languages in the Univerfity of -
dinbureh.

Mr Archibald Wallace, Merchant in E-
dmburgh. SRR

Mr Fobn Walker, Merchant there,

Nr William Galloweay, NMerchant there.

Mr
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Mr Fobn Forref junior, Merchant in E-
dinburgh,

The Right Honourable the Farl of Kin-
noul is Prefident of the General Court.

Alexander Tart, Elq; one of the Principal
Clerks of Seflion, Secretary.

Fobn Forreff, Efq; Merchant n Edu-

burgh, and Deputy-governor of: the
Bank of Scotland, Comptroller,

Robert Chalmers, Accomptant,

Fobn Devidfon, Writer to the Signet, Trea-
{urer.

Alexander Stevenfon, Writer in Edmburgh,
Clerk.

David Ruffell, Accomptant in Edinbur gb
Bookholder.

Fames Brown, Bookieller.

Alexander Coutts, Ofbicer,
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