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1'0 his Excellency THO MAS 

C H ) 'r TEN DEN, Efq. 

W ['TR joy I c01lg,.attllcle the young but riB1Ig SIIJIt. 
tl1Ider Jh' re tletl;!)" o..f Jour au/pici()uJ rule; and' 

the COlljljluJi~1I in paf~j(1J!ar\ wlJich is the jtro1l, 6afis 
of ()1tr gO'f)"nment, and a ~Iory 10 the revolution Df A­
mlrjca, whif,;1 }lanas free from bei,,: perv,rJtd. 

'1 he great Mr. jtJhn l .. orktt, in a leller a (tlltu" 
at", efpouftd the ,aujt o/Iibe,sy, 10 the joy Df nJtry ji1l­
cere w0rJljipptr ~l &·,d. But ,all,. Excellency _ay ,.,­
_elliOt,. Jh:! IOi~, er edition bad plcu!iarilies htlon,(ing to 
Ib, age, country f!IJti .~(niuJ oj'thal people; /;ul in Ihis 
ediJion I ba·vt corrtllr:d )i)1111 II'lO oj Iheln, and {(J11te Df 

Ihe objo/tlt 'trn'l-r~lrtn{L'i1It jOllit of his negaJive un­
lentis --j"upprtffing J~";jt reaul1tiu"'fs Ibal carri,d Ih4 
t.fflJnce o[ loulolog.,·"- txploining /eult' Ibi"Ks Ihal tiP­
ftared UIJI11Ie/I:tioie, reI h·'1fS by I.be !(~u!( ~f the '1 rill!): 
Is/or; ,tl r"deavo, j"y by 1,'vt:e oJf 1/:10.1/1 [I/flil amend. 
111'1111 to C('1IrfOlllll~e 1{'.~(lS of i.~:e a*,I.=or. 1 l'ad ne-

J 

"VfrlLelcJj ~ fa/ber {ul)·.il? it ,l,u idf'a {J./ (l lI!?dern Oi?(j 

t'iiuch ceirbr(l{cci tlu((r.r j'~ 1.1; .. '; i"ifr.i[;lU t":jiiJ,f]j'(IIS, 'lJ;..'I!t) 

)':;)'S, '·1, iJ" p;~elltnlrl;OU in ;:"'1~')' Il' clot"iJ v 1i~bt 10 (i1J) 
.• J' I J} . Juperzcrl '.:\1 fiVlr I .Jr.1 r t .r( I ,'rt n t ./ .!ee ,I f G' rn 1~ 1'1" 

lJ'·td *:.<:be"i'Vtr (~'jV Df tllftiJ r>~",(· -'0 /'1 /:;,'t1·{!Ip. Il·~ 
r~ l."J " ~ "" • I I '" T r ", '. , /-r../. //;,11+ '!2cliIJ ,·t :Cf,tJ, .:~! ,)1",': ~t '5 ~}~.t't' ',,"l'LI :·1 

") ~ . .' 
I " d: J r {, p (1 I Y i J r, lJ C' ... , ~ ~ II F 'f~ I '! ' • I t. .:/} r;· i l t / t' ,; i ~ l'.l_ \' ' , 

1 . .. I .., /u: i1i {rat lC, ;I:J ,.,:/ L. I P i ::~'!:. :,' ." /1" !I.-: ('t:f:"f)1,i,'Y 

",' il".' •• iJ~,'~~:r~;t" j~,: i t.'/'.~ I{"ie ,11i'y l-: ~ta! 

• 



It D E D ( CAT ION. 

IItilil] gaillttl from Ih~s Jelter by e'lJery candid. rtader-. 
f"bere isl "tfJerIDele[s, Arm;lIia" jlroktl re,,,ai.ing (om­
men perhaps ID tb, tlgt or man who wrole iI, thaI arl not 
~(tl:fieJ, h*1 as 'he tltlil- sf it was nol " de{&rib, 
d()~1rini, (1 hope it 'W;/l dillujl none) hUI the flle 0/ ;1 
r.,: .. /IS 10 4ij1i11guiJh ",IWI", Ib, pewer c/lbt magifi cafe 
lJ~d rt t.gious J iberty. 

1 Jtjif' tQ thAnlr God, IJ.IIJ rlllers under him. thai ;11. 
/,j"glmellis ()71 IJIIr 7tfItttr,,1 rigbts i. "'Qlltrs D/ religion, 
IJre "flftd, ;" tlJ",p.ri/D" 10 ~b~1 tbey Wlrt tUlJu,.itJ 
~ll) ; and tballi, el1ljlil8lio. Df Pe,,,,,,,1 affords liS Q 

fnir'D'- I" ",hold thl 'DirllU Df 16, t~mp;krs, as wtll liS 
j .. 1ftIJ 16 .llth, {lIbjlt1s fJ/ y'"' aOmIJin, ",bile ils paris 
tt11Jllil#. ilrUukJll, ",lid the gfJ'Vtrll£J (t4le frDI1I Ibe 
Ip.rit " in"rvafiln and faBio,,; which is tbe hearl] 
"'a"vttr Df c., Df yDIIT fubj,tls, tbat th, laws may g~ 
(tJrlb f'~m Ihl LtgijJalure, and hI execllltd accDrding 111 

u'e true i.I,.1 Df 'ht cDnjlilutiDn ; a"d thaI per/tD 
1JnilllerUp'la li/Jert, i" _allers ()f religion, may late 
"/,"t~ {fJ that all Jlr."lls a.d ",.ihbles mal in II,;., rt-

. h tD ;, Ufo/eft· 
'If} this end llidy ,our Exttl!tllty prtjiJe a ""jlinr 

hltjJillg If) d ptQ,elJ,lJ/~t prDfPerDus, and bappy peDp/' , 
"'tan flJhi" would lJeg lea'IJt to ;"ftribe the fD/lowing 
lelll' " }DMr E~t,/le"'J' s candid ptru/lIl. 

THE E D ITO R. 

\Vindfor. OCtober 2;t.tb, 1788• 

TO 
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~?~~~.~ ~f~~~~~·~~~~.? 
~~: ~.(~~~!~~~js~~w..~~~~~. 

TOT H E 

R A D E R. 
THE m!ui1ll Leuer ccncerning Tolaalion, ~,. 

printed ;n i.ali" Itil 'lJt'1"ar, 1690, i. H.I-. 
land" tdl a/ready /;tt~z Irllll/iallJ bOlb ;"19 D.ltb 41114 
Fr,,, .. ~b. So Xe1Jerai Il'lld /petd, a" appro'ali,. """ 
~btrifD" l''peak its jfJ'v,rubll reetpl;Dn ill E"gt.~ 
a"d .J.erica, 1 Ibin,~ i1j~'ltd Ihere is 1ItJ 1I111i"" •• 41r 
IJlllfJtll. i" which /' ,lIuch b·as a/relld, /J't. {aid .,.. 
Ibtl' {fI,lJie-f1 t IJJ o",s. B~t }el ceriainly ther, is .a f't~ 
pll thaI jldlla ;11 ",ore n~td 01 havj"f fDrtlethi,,: /.,,_ 
laid and done amo.gsl Ib!"" ill Ih;J poi"t, ,btl1J ""b. 

()ur go'CJ trl1mfnl hlJJ Ivl o,,~, h,t" fJIIrlia/ in ",lIIlwl 
of rtl;x;o". h.t Ibole a/ff) .DO have ./tljJirid .,der Ib., 
1Ilrliali/", & bfJ·Ullh,,"e!fJ,et.deavo,.td by Ihlj,. ."iting. 
10 Villdicn It Ibtir O'lt~" rights Gild t,be'ties, """, for ,t.. 
",~!l p .. 1rl do.t ;1 tlp~n 1Ia",'W pri",;plts, jll;ltd ,." I. 
Itt ;lflerefis of tb~ir owa/lOs. 

CfbiJ nilrrow"t/s of JpiJil ~n allfilc'lhaJ u"JgN~/tJ:ty 
hten Ih~ "i7J,;paJ occ.,fi ~n u/ o~r "Jijl' Z!J and t,"fll/J-> 
CII. B!l.t u'h.Jlc'fJcr h,lve /Jftn IJJt "t'ali-:1I" ;1;1 .0. 
hig h li'ne JD lee k for a Ihorou .. £:h (url!. lYe hD'Vf .ttd of 
'IIIore gcncrl'UJ rf11Udi~"s lh(;" wb., h.1Vtl )tl htt . ., r,:.ri, 
ufe 01 in lItl" diJ1!lJipc:r, II iJ 1.'4jJl~tr dttlarat;&8J of 
t",~ulge"c" nor /j .... 7J Dr (DI1Jpre/;'-'1JitJn. J:Jeb as b~1J1. ,.,1 
be(1I prlJfI; led fir pr,jt1 lJttJ II If/c); k. 11 IIJ. IhlJl t {6il ,III Ih,_ 
'lJitJr k tr bl fiT'~ !IY· t.' ., t4 - ," III ". , •• L' t'l . ,I,., "r" 1':;' d ~~. ~"'-I"J "t I I" eN I • '" • I ' .• • • ; _~/.. • I t J .. c..:J II • ,. t.. I . fA .. 

our '1,:;1. 



To the R E' A D E R. • 
VI 

Abj'!U!f lihfrl1, j.Jlll1Id Irut /;/J"I], 'fflill .. 11 jnJ~ 
p"rtia/ libe"". iJ Ibl ~h;lJg ,h~1 fIJI jJtJnd in ",ed of. 
}.'IJ'III Ib(}u,~b this hils i"tletd /J". ..,b ta/ltld Df, I 
d,./Jt ;1 bflJ nQI tee ••• ch ."d"nODd; 1 11m ,are JlOI 

., "II prafJ;ce4, e;lber IJ, Dar G,WfrJJDrS louJardJ ,Le 
",plttt i. (,."./, ,,. h ""' Jiffe.,illg parlils tJ/lbt 
"trp" ID.""as one •• "b,r. 

I &D1J1JOllj",for' 1.1 hDp', thaI Ibis dirt,",{t, 'wli,b 
","11 Df Ibtll {_ljelJ, bitt If)lr britjJ,. ,." mDrt txatll, 
,hi'" 0111 .. , have ,el/"", IlI.",O,ali"g bOlh IhI '914;­
t.jlt1lt{s Qnd P,Q[/;,,,l;/'.'fi of Ihl I bing t will be e­
Il".,d high!., JtQfollll6le. !Jy all m,n ,hal haf)t jouls 
J.rg' e80llgb IfJ pref'r 'hi trll' ,.u/, If libert] b,ro" 
lhlJl Df • pa, ly. 

J; jJ lor Ibe uft Df ,(a(h os dr, dl,,"4., /0 l1'ir;',o. Dr 

til ;1f/pirl thaI /pi,;1 i.'fJ liJoJ' ,bal.', "0/, Ib:lll haw 
',,4l'flaJta il illlo 0.,. I."gllllgt. 

Btll Ibe tbi1lK ;1 {'If;s /' ./h., I , Ihlll il will.'1 I;'ar 
I' -Ullger preflJ". 111.'01;1 ,h,re/", ,,, Ihl (O"jjdfra .. 
litm DI my C'" l1lr,.tll. aid h,."ily with Ibe, ,na, IIIlli, 
11I'lIft 6/ ;1 Ibal;1 ",pears ttl DI tltjig.,ti /flr. , 

The TaANSLA1"'oR.,. 

~ 
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A 

J~ E T T E R. 
(-ICNORED SIR, 

SIi\!CE vou are pJ~afed to er.qlJir~ what are fry 
thuughts about the (nu~ual toleration of chr;f:': 

tllns in (heir d!ff~rcnt profeffions of rtligton, I ~U!t 
nee-d 8 a n f.,. e r you f, te I ~, t hat I ~ ft e em' h a r {( i Ie r ~ [ ' .. 
on, or J,brrrv (0 think and aCl 10: thc-,r.!~rvt.~ !11 

Otar"t'rs of rt!ig~oOt (0 be the chit-f chJratlcrittical 
mark of (he tfC~ church. For ~:ha\(c~v~r fJrr.t pec;­
p J e b 0 i- it 0 f t h t! an [! q II i I Y of p 1 act san c1 n 1 '1 ~~', c r ot 
·:he poxp of (Heir Gutward WOffhip ; o~hers.. of rhe 
reforma( ion of t h~ ir difciplin~; all, of ~ he ort h ,:,d(,,, y 
at thelr faltb : thtfe thin(!!;, and ail other~ fIt !h;, 
na·ure, are much rather mark$ of n,~n flrivln~ f{lr 
PO\\ltf and enlJ)lre over one an()~he"., ,han c)f : h~~· 
cbGfcl~ !Jf Chr;(t. Lrt anyone havt: nrVtr h) true 
I ~Jaitll' to ail (refe thing~, y~t if he, h~ cr!ti!u'.t' of 
( ~ ric y, rr, t't k n e f 9, and good w iii j II ~ en t r a I t OW a r d c; 

a Jim a r I k j n d , eye n t () i h 0 f~t h 3 caT t: n ( · t (' h r 1f i ;;J n ~ ., 
he T~ cerlalitlv 'y'~[ !hOft of b~inu a rru'" (n,dtian 
h 1m II" 1 f. L t' k e . 22. 'I 5 'I hi J:.ii. i; (If Ihe Gml i/o',; 
.#trcife lord;'hip (Jut,. 11;'''', f~Jid uur ~)=!viour f~ h1'-; 

cJ; f~ ~ pit's, hut )i j'haiJ Iz,;1 ~t fo. 1" ~'! ,"1 C Ii qt ~s of r (tJ,~ 
re II g ion J s q U J l ~ a JJ 0 ( her r h ; n g . I: i.~ no ( ; r~ ft ; ~ 1': r ~d 
jn crd~r to ,he cu:tting of an external pomp, nor co 

che 
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the ooraining ~i erc)c(ir1ti::Cl' do~inion nor to 
the exercifiog (If compolfi:e force; but ;0 the rt"­
gulating mer.s lives acco y d10g to the rul~s of YI;!ue 

aDd pitty. Wholot'ver ~ .. ilJ J4ft IHrl1l~lf under tht: 
laanner ot Chritl, mutl in (h~ firfi pi~,:r, and abo\'e 
all thing~, mak~ weir Up'J!} his (,~n lua~ 3!lrl vice~. 
II is in \ .lin tor ar.y r.)JO ff) ufu! p ,he n~111C: uf 

C'I r itt i .. n 1 w i i h (") utI f, II n e fs () f 1: h·, P 111 i r y lJ f mail. 
n~,s. and he;)jr-rj~'y Jnd ,,~,-(l:"i:'L~ et ~,)jfi(. 

'I hou when II.; ;It (J1·t L
4 0I'lV,-' led~ jlrlr.g';'7. il J h, bre/b­

r'II, (Luk~ 22.3 2.) iJIJ t)ur Lord (O lleter. It 
would jnd~~(J tlt! vee y ha rd ! :Jr o':e t ~ at a p p~ a ra 
c.:rcJ~fs about h;s o\vn JJJva(!or.~ fO p~rfuad~· l!~e 
t hit be 'lei ~ r c: f"': em l i y c () :J ( ern ,'~d f.) r '11 i n t' • F .-1 r it 
is impoilJO'~ chat ,h;}Je fh~)l..dd (jr.(\,r ... ;,r' and n'-arrr-
1 y ~ p ply 1 h c: rn r C' i v ~ s r () (f'; t: k r- n t ~,~ r r I ~ (:) pit' <.. h r r It t­
a,,~, Wl10 ha ve n·~,t rea: ~ y e 'ri t~ ~ ac\;:J the: C ~lr ,tt j:J n 
rtJ:gion in rheir '~Vf'n helrts. If fh~ golp,,1 and (he 
iip()llles ITlav b~ cr~di~t:d, II,J rn«1n r;lll b.~ a (~hr,fllan 
w iti~out c};;;,.,it)" and WIt ho U t thai fo •. ~!/J ~·ricb 'It'orks 
rIot by fcrc~, rll: by love. Nuw I appral 10 the 
C Q n 1 c : e lJ C e 5 f}" (h n f e {h at p ~ r ftc tl , e, l h: , t r 0 \', rl n d k d I 
()lhcr OH!.) U..,L>tl pr~ten(c of rcl!gt~)r, \\ he~ ne. thc-y 
do tt Otlt (Jf" f.o; ... ntllbip c~l1d tti.Hiuc:ls ;'(j\\'ards . hCI"~o 

or oa: ant.! { fhaH ch(o, dr~d nq~ (1:1 r nt'il. b,-,ll~ve 

thty d() Ip, w"Ln I mail fe~ tho~'c f:~;), 2t~d'q(S cor. 
recftofl. ill Ih~ fJ ne m2r.n~r, th~lr if H:ud~ ai:d ar_ 
C; UJ: n ian ::e, t or ~ b: : ,) ;'hl ift."H fi ,'s I ht'! COC 1111 if ag:.i nil 
lnt p:'t'=tPt~ at tht gofpel; \"w'!~(n I t·halJ I~~ (ht~'~l 
per!::cut~ \l/:ch fire: and f\\o.-d, lne Clle(r.btrs of their 
(Jwn comfTlunioo ,hat are tainted with enOrmou~ 
"jetS, aDd without amendment ar~ in (!anger of 

. e'ernal perdition; and when I filal! tee tbem thus 
cxprcfs 'hc~~ dr:i~,! ~t ,~~ f~lv~tl~~ ~! ~heir fouls, 

Pl 
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• by the inftiBion of torment., and extrcife 0" .It-

mlnnrr of cruelties. For if it be out Qf • pr~nci. 
pIe of charity, as th~y pretend, and lo.e to mr~ 
fouls, that [bey deprive [helD of their cftltel~ md~rb 
them with corporal punifhment, ftar'·e and torm~G,.· 
them in pri(ons, ind l~ the t.:~,d r~~n .rak~ aWl, 
their ,lives i I (ay, if all this ~e dor.e merely ~~ aliike 
men ChriLliaos, ~ and procure their falvltior., why 

. . . I . 

then do they (uffer f,chDrtJoIII, (".114, _lU" lind [utb 
Ilk, e"or,;:;lilJ ; (Rom. , ) which maniteftly rtldhca 
9f healhrnifh corruption [0 abound ~mang~ their 
ftocks and, people? Thefe, and ~uch like ching'_ 
are certainly "lore contrary to the glory of God~ CU, 
the purity -f the ~hurcht and to the (al"afino of 
fouls, than any confticntioul diffent froDl eccl~fiaf .. 
tical d~(ifions, o~ (eparation from public .wor~lp; 
whilft accompan~d *ith innocency of lite.- Vi ht 
then does this burning ~eal for God; for (h~ ~hu;ch. 
and for the lalvation Qf fouls; burning, I fay, li(t-­
~ally, with fi", and /au.'; pafs by. (hofe moral 
viet. and wlckedn~Ucs, without any chaftifemtnr. 
which a~e ac~nowledged by ~Il men to be diam~­
trically oppo1ite to the proftffion ot chriftiaoiL}I:; 
and bend all its nerY~s eirher (0 the introducing of 
teremonies~ or (0 the eftabllfh ment of opinl~ns., 
wh:ch for 'he mo!l: part are abour nice and in[rica(~ 
tnattcrs.' that exc~ed the capacity ;'f ordinary un­
~t!rftandings? \\rhich of the parti~E concending a. 
bDut thefe thing' is in the right, which of them is 
gUll" of fchif,n or herefy, whetner thole that do:ni ... 
nter or thore that fuff~r, wiil then at laft be mao;­
left, wDen 'he clufe of tbeir feparation comes tlJ be 

B. judged 



( 10 

judi!td of. He c~r[linl)' who follows Chrifl1 r-m.­
brlces his doflrinr and ~e:ars his yokr, though be 
forfakc both father and mother, f~parate from tbe 
public affembJy and ceremonies of bi\caunrry, ur 
whatfoever rIfe he relirdjui1hcs, will not then be 
judg~d an heretic. . 

Now, though the divinon! that ar~ amongil r~a, 
ihou)d be alJowed ro be never fo obftru(tlv~ ()f the 
falvation of fouls, yet never(hel~fs, ""ulttry, .forn;ca­
li07l, uncltall"ljs t lafti'Uioufnejs. idoltUry. a"d Jucb lilt.t 
tbi_gs, cannot .be denied 10 De fIIorks Df the fldh ; con. 
cernlng which the .puft Ie has t XP' tJil y dt-c larc:d~ 

,. that Ibt) 'IIJb. dIJ IhtllJ flall not inhlril lit kingdon' of 
GQti. WhofOtvu therefore: is Jincerc:ly l'JJ/ll(UUS 

.about the kingdom ot God, and lhlnks It :)1. duty 
to endeavor the enlargement of it atn()nglt men, 
ought to apply himr~lf with no lefs rare and induf~ 
tr, t8 'he rooting out of (htf~ iLJlmOrillltlt'5., than t.., 

the ~xtirpltion of feas. But if any on~ do Of her­
\~ire-, anl! whilft he is cruel anti iC11placabte (owards 
thole who diif(r trom htnl io o~··lnlon. a1d rt: in. 
dulgent co fuch immoralirits as are unbtcomjr.~ • h. 
name of a Chri(ltan. lel tuch a on~ ralk "ever fo 
much of the ~hurch, he pJainlydrCllunftratts by h19 

aCtions, (hat '(IS an .earthly Kingdom he: ai:l1s a', 
and not the advaficement of the kiflgdo01 ot (;(~d. 

T hat any mao 010 tl J .. I : hi nk ti t toe ~ u rea n l' t h r r 
man, w h (j f e fa I vat ion her. ea r t iJ )' d t fl : t:- t lOt' X P j r e 
in tormt'fl(St ~nd chat eve·n 4n an un(Jo\leried t:~la!r", 
wou ld, I confets. jeem very ftral'lge (0 I-t1t:; and. t 
thInk, to any (It!)~r ailo. Hut no hudy, furrly, will 
eyer believe lh.e fuell a carriage can proceed from 

chari,., 
•. ---~ ........... ·~-.r' 
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cbarity, loy" or gooor will •. If an, one maintain 
,hat men ought to be cuulpell(d by 61~ and {word 
fO profefs certain (Inti rinrs, and conform to rhis or 
(har ~x(erjor wor{}lfp., witllout arry regard htld unto 
l he: J r nlor als; if an y on~ endeavor [0 convtrt thole 
Ihat ar.~ t:rronc=ous unto the faith, by' forcing them 
to proftfS things th .. t tR~Y do Oul believe, and al. 
lowing lhtm [0 prattle" thiogs ~hat lh~ gofpel does 
not pCl mit; it cannot De d()ubred iodred but fuch 
a one is defirous [0 have a nurnerl)US atT~mbly join­
td in the f~!:-l~ prottffioo with hioJiclt: but that he 
prin~jpalJy inttnds by (hofe means [0 ~ompol~ a 
truly Chrifliao church, is ai(ogelher incrtdiblc:. 
1 t is not (h~retole (tJ b~ wondt:r~d ar .• jf [holt: who 
do not rtaHy cont~nd for 'he advanct'mt'nt tlf tbe 
'rll~ rtligluJI, and of (he church of Chrifi, makeufe 
of 3rf})S thac lJ() not belot'g to lh~ cbrJfiian wartar~. 
Jf, ld<t= the Ca',fain uf our falration,·tht'Y finccr~)y 
deCirtl;! the go(;d of louis, they would trtad in the: 
it~ps, ilnd f{lliow (he pt'rtcCl example: uf that Prince 
of IJ~3<'~, who '~nt ()u( hJi foldiers tt) lhr. tubduing 
of nattor,s, and g~thering (htlll into h.s church. not 
I r med W Jth I he t wLrd, or Of hc:r in It rum~n ,. ut furcr, 
but prt'par~d wj, h llle g()ipt:J Of J)-:-a(e, and wilh lhe 
lxenlplary tloliorfs ok [.-:elr converl·dli{Jn.. 'l'h!5 WJS 
his r:)tthod. 'J h()~!!h I' lI.ii j~16 wc=r.c: to he c()nY~J t-..... 
cd by i'..Jrct .... it thot~ wh,) i4rr. t'ilht'r blind or uhlti. 
11 at t We r e l,-, he d r a \N J J "rr " r ( 11 n t ~,c • r ~ r r or s b y a r fll r l1 
(uldiC!I~, we k:)ow v~ry wrlJ [hat !t wa5 lnufh r})OIC 

e j f y lor h I 111 'u do i ( wit h a" n i e S I) i h to ~ Y t' n ~ y If g j Q Ct ~ t 
(han tur any I(Hl ok' (t.~ ch'J:eh, huw p~"t Ht f<,tv(ar" 
W' t h .. II h I 5 d rag ( ,1.; " S If 
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The roltrarion of !ho(~ who difFer Irom other. jlJ 
ft'Ilfttrs of religioD, i. ro agreeable [0 the gofpei of 
J\Jf~~ Cbrift, and 10 tbe gen~ine reafon of man~ind, 
that it feem monftrous for men 10 be fo blind, ai 
ItOt 10 perceive the DeCem,y Ind advaDtaae of ':, in 
((, tltar a lighr. J w.11 not hert laX the JIrli, anct 
•• Ij,;,. of fome, the _11.;1./1 _~I ot ·others. 
Yet tbefe Ire (lui,. from which human afairs cia 
perbaf'1 fcarce tyer be perfeftly freed j but yet fuc~ 
ICJ no body .ill bear t~e plaia imputation of, "ilhour 
eo~r'in8 them wil~ fome (pccioul colour i and fo 
""end· 10 commendacion. -hilA: tbey arc carried 
' tlla1 b, their ·own irregular padionl. Buc boweyer, 
thar (ome may not colour thejr (pirie of perfecucioli 
and uncbri·ftian cr~ll', with a pretence of care of 
I~ public welJ, and o~Jerv.lion of lbe Jaw. , an~ 
~hat oLhers, under pretence of religion, mal noc 
krk Impunity for Ibelr licentioufnefl. In a word, 
th~t none may impofe either upon h~fn(tll or o,hers~ 
by lhe prttenct. of Joyal" or obedience- to ,~e 
ptincfi, or at readernef. and uncerit, ia 'he worfhip 
of God. I rfteem it abowe _'I rhings neCt tr.ar, to 
dittfng"ifh e •• ai, tbe buRners of cjvll ,c,vernmenc 
ffOt11 tbat of reiiglon. and to fe([le :he JaR bound~ 
that lie beeween the one and the other. 'If rhilr· be 
hut done, ther e can be no end put to 'he controyer. 
ftes thac .ill be always Irifin~, betwten thole who 
naJ"r, or at lean pretend ro ha"e~ 0,1 (he one ~dt, a 
CVI'·cr:r~m~~t for '~.he iDlereft o.f mens fouls, and on 
It':r n! ~1r' r .. ~dt"~ Cl car~ of the comrnotlwealth. 

'1 he con;m~.wt.lth feems to me '0 be a fociety of 
"~rfl conftuu(~d only for the procuring. prr(c-rving, 
anJ. ilC v an,ing of 'heir own ~ivil jnltrejJs. C;'t'~~ 
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C;tJil' i,;1 W~" I call Ii fe, I i her C y. and health·; and 
the po1ft!lIlon ot G~uward rhings9 • fu~b at molie14 
lands, houfe., furnlt"r~t and the like. 

It is the duty of the ci.il magiftrltt, b, the im .. 
partial execu,io'd of tquallaws, to fec~re pltte .111 lhe 
people ;n general. and to ewety one of his fubjetls 111 

parricular, the jult poffcffioD of thefe things belong­
ing to chi~ life, II anyone prefume 10 wiol." Ih, 
law. of p~bljc jultlc~ and fquit" eftab'ilh~ for t~e 
prcfervltion of there t~ii1gst bis prtf~mptjon i. to 
~ checked b, the fear of punifhmenf. con~fting i. 
the depriv~,:on of thofe ~iYil interefts, .or loods, 
wh,ich olher"lfe he mig,he, and op~ht to. enJOY. Ihl 
feeing no man dotl ~IIJln81, folFer blmfclf ro Jla 
punifhed by 'th~ dtpri91tiOft of any part of hi, 
goods, and lDuch lefl at hi. libert' or life. lherr­
fore is the ma~'ftra,e armed witb ,h~ force ~nd 
ftr~ngth of all hit fubje~'t' in order ·co the puni~­
ment of thofe who yiollte other menf ci.il rjght~ 

Now that the: whole jorirdiaion ~t the magiftrlte 
rrachel only to thefe cwit co~cernmenl. lind cbac 
all civi' p~wer and dominiolt, is bounded .. nd coo· 
tined to the care of promolin, thefe tbngs i ."d 
Ihac it Ileither cln nor o~ght In any milnner to be 
eXlended t~ the falvation of fouls i tlicje follo':ling 
ronfider~tion, fcern unco me abtJndan,ly 10 d~mon· 
Irllt. • .. ,' , '.' , . 

y"J, Brca~re tb, c~re of fouls is ~ot ~omn1irted 
to the tiy;l ma~ilblte lay more than to other men. 
I, i. fiot committed unco him, I fay, b~1 God i be­
caufe it appears not that God ha~ ever given any 
f~c~ authority CO one man over ano~~er, as 10 COtll-. . '., pt" ! 



pt'l Iny one to his religion. Nor can any ruch pow~ 
r.r tJe veftc:d in [he magiftrate by the tDnfen, 6f ,hi 
;top/e; b~caufe no man can fo far a-bandon the: care 
of his own falvatlon.- .1 blindt, [0 J~ave it (0 the 
choice of any o(h~r, whether prince or iUbjeCt. to 
prefcribe (0 him what f,lth 0; worlbip he filall em .. 
braer. For no man can; if he would, contorm hi. 
failh to [he ditlates of ano~her. All the life and 
power of true r~ligion (OnfiKs in the internal per.; 
fuafion of the mind t and fsith is not faitb without 
beJieving. Whatever profetlion ~e nlakt, or what. 
r.ver ou(wardworfhipwc=may conform.ro, if we art= not 
fully tatis6ed in our nlind rhat Ihe one IS trut.t, and [he 
other well-pl~a£ing untO God. fuch prof~mon & fuch 
prall:ict't far ttom being any tur[he~ance. are Ind~r.d 
great ubftacles to our falvition. I fay, in vff(.ling 
I.bus .,nto God Almighty fuch a worfblp as WI! t:, 

fteem [0 be diCpleafing ~nto him, we add unto the 
number of "ur other fins th(J{e aJfo of hypocrify f 
and contemJl .. of his Di";ne Majcfty. 
. In the !e(f)1IJ plllel. The care of fouls cannot bc~ 
loog to 'ut ciVil magiftratt, btcaufe his power con .. 
lifts only in outward force; but true and f3ving 
religion confitls in the inwlrd prrfuafion of lhe 
mind i without which nothing (In be acceptable (0 

God. And ruth is the nature of the undt:rfland. 
ing, that it cannot be con,pelled to the belirf of any 
thing by outward iorct. Con6'~a(ion of e(iatt'. (,an 
haYc no {uch tfficacy as to make men Change tho 
inwa~d judgment that 'hey have fram(d ot things. 

It may inde~d be allecgtd, 'har tbe mag,itrartt 
eljJY make ufe of argumellllt and (bc:rby d:-a'.v (h~ , -

f\r-,truuL¥ 
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hererodox into tbe way of truth. I ~rant it. Bur ..... 
Ihis is common to him with other men. In teach ... 
ing, inftrutl ing, the errOReous by rtafon, he may 
certainly do what becomts any good man to do. 
M.giftracy dOtt5 not oblige him to pout elf ti[her 
bUfnanity or chrilliarlity. But it is one thing (0 

p~r'uadr, another '0 C'ommand : one thing to prflfs 
with arE Uln~nts, another with penalties. Ey~ty 
n)ln bas C01DQ1iffion to a~olonifh, e~hort, and con~ 
vinc~ anotbcr at error. But [0 give laws, receive 
obtdi~nrr, and compel with f~e {"ord, btlongl [0 

none but the mag.a, ate.' And -upon this ground 
1 aRieln, (hat the -magi(trate's pO'A'er exrtnds not to 
the ~ftabldhing of any ar,icl~sof faith, or form' ·of 
worfhip, by the force of hiS laws. }'or laws are of 
DO force at all without penalties, and ~nalti~s in 
this cafe art abfolutcly imptrrinent t bccau~e abey 
are uot proper to convince the "1iod. I( is only 
light and cYldt:nce that .can work. a change in mens 
opinions. A nd [hat light can in no Jllanner pro. 
ceed hom corporal fuJferin~'t or any oriler oun'lard 
pt:nalties. ' 

In tbe third plact. The care oj the falvation 0(' 
mens iouJ~ cannot br)ong to the n)Jgiilra.e; be. 
caufe, though the rigor of Jaws anG the force of 
ptnalties were capable to convince and change men·, 
m;ncis, yet would nor that help at ail fO lht: faJ·,at:-­
on of l h c: i r t ,C U ! s . For the ret- r I' g but (' r. ~ t r U, ~:, 
one )Nay (0 heaven j \\- har h('pe~ ;~ I ht're t hac n'llr ~ 
altO would be lee! inro if, jf th~y had 00 Ot her rule 
10 follow but the religion ot th~ (;Uf( ; ana Wt re 
put uDder a {jccefiltytg quit the Lght ot lheir own 

re~fo(l I 
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,.(on ~ to oppofc: the ditlates of their o\\'n conrd';; 
.nee.; aad bliadly to reCign up themfelves to th~ 
will of their governors, lAd to the.- religion, which 
either ignorance or fupf:rftilion had chanc~d f6 efta­
hlith in the countries whttre they were born? In 
the w.riety and contrlditlion of opiilions jn riligion~ 
wherein the prinees of the *orld are muc~ djvict~d, 
tbe narro .. way would be much ftraightened. One 
~o~ntrJ alone would be in the right, and all th'e 
reft of ,he "orld would be put under an ob­
ligation ot following their princfs in the way. chac 
he leadl. And that .hich heighrrns lb. abfurdity~ 
and wtfJ ill fuiu the dignit' of a Deity, men would 
oWe t&ei", eternal bappinefs or mirery to the place. 
of Iheir DltiYity. 

Thefe confider.lions, 10 omit man; ochers thac 
migbt hage bren ur~d 10 the fame purport, feem unto 
me ful6cient to conclude tbat .11 che power f~f civil 
~o"erDmeDt relatrs only 10 mtol civil interrlls; i. 
confined to ~he care of tbe ttrings of chis \itorld ; 
and barh norbing to do ~itb ahe world Cf) tome. 

UIItJ Ii".o cDn/ultr wbat a thllrcb I!. A church 
tllal Juke (0 be a yoluntary faciety of mrn, join­
ing thr~fcJ.r. together of ,heir own accord, ~n or": 
.r 10 lhe public worthippjo"g of God~" in fuch , 
1iI •• aer as I~Y judge acceptable to him. 

I (I, if is a fru and voluntary focicty. No bod; 
is fJOrn a member of any ~hurcb. Otherwife the 
reli8ion of parenti would d~fcend unto cltildren, by 
the tame right of inheritance al their eft.let, ancl 
everyone would bold his faith by the fame tenure 
he dOCl his land. i" chlB wbicb nOlbins can be inl-

aginal 



f@ined more abfurd. No man by nature is ~~n4 
unto any particular church or fea, b~t e9~r, OQ~ 
jOtns hitnl-elf vol~ntaril, [0 thlt faciery in which 
he belicvts he has founfl thlt profeffion and worfhip 

. which is truly acceptable unto God. for If atter~ 
wards be difcover any rhing rilhcr crronf"OUS i"n th6 
doBrine, or incongruous in the worfhip'of that (o~ 
C11:tY [0 \yhi~h he has j'Jincd hi~felf, why fho~ld It 
not be IS free for hi m· to go ou t . al it was to ~ntcr l 
~~ memoer ot a rt'h[Ziou, (octet, carl be lied witll 
any other bonds but ¥lbat proc~d from. belief',hat 
God is -war Chipped ·arighr. -A church th~n is. 
iQciety' of olembers volunrarily'''uniting to fhi \ ~';d. 

II fQlrD~1 .DW I~fl' we emld" whal i~ the pfIfL'er 
o/Ibis ,hur,~, and ~,!ID wblli Ir.IJI ~I ;s l.bjt~Cf. 

F9ralmuch as no locicl'i. how free fOt:v~rt;-or up­
on .hatfocvcr ~igbt oeanon inftituted, (w~t',~er of 
phllcilopbers, merchants, or m~n of I~alure, 'for mu­
tual converfatioo and difcciQr(e~) ~o chu"'ch or com. 
pa,lY, I fay, can in I~C I~aft fubfift -an(i ho~d loge­
iher, but will preleatly dl1folve and break' to pie~f!s~ 
~nlc:ls it be r~gula[ed by '~ome Jaws, and lht' me-n~ 
'bers all conf~nt (0 obferve fome orde;. Place and 
lime of rpr~[ing mu~ be agreed -on. <~ul~s for 
3dmitring and ~xcludmg member$ mull be ellablilh:' 
~d. ~ DlftinBion of officers, and pUlting (hings -into 
!l rrgular cou(f~, and fucb likt', cannot be o'!4li[(~d~ 
But finee lhe joining togetber of fev.~ral 'nemb~rs 
loto this church focle,y, as has already be~D de(Jl0n'~ 
_!irated, is abfolu(cly free aDd fpontancous, it nt:cef~ .. 
iaril, tollow., that lh~ right ot making irs laws can 
~elong to none but ,h~"·: ~ct7 itfclt j or at :lceilt 

C -~ whi,n..t-· 
I ~ 
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(~thich is the fame thing) 10 (hofe whom t he ('icier; 
by common c'JnfC!llt has aU(hOl ized thereunto • 

. Sonle perhaps may objtcl, [hat no fuch fociety 
can ile laid [0 be a true church, unlcfs it hay: in it 
a bifhop, or prt"ibyter, with rtJLng authority deri\1cd 
from the very apollles, and continu.ed down unto 
'he prefcoc (jOltS by an unin!erru~)ted lucc~mon. 

1"0 It-tfe I anf\lier. In fh' trJl place, Ll"t them 
{how (ne tht e<l~it by which ChrlK has :mpofed ,h.c 
law upon his chu~ch. An(j I~t not any U13n thir.k 
me impertinent, jf in a [h:ng ,.,fthis conft~.u~oc~, I 
r~quire chal the rernlS of thtlt tditt be Yer~1 eX~jr~rS 
and pofi[ive. For ,he prr,mil~ he ha~ nlade us, 
Mat. 18. 20. That whereJotver two or three ure ga­
thered logether ill bis nallle, be wil' be ilJ Itt! Nl:djl ~f 
them, t~c=rns to Imply th.: con[r~ry •. \VhClhtr fucb 
an afTembly .ant any thing ntctffJ:y [0 a lrue 
church, pray do yeu cOHfider. 

Ntxl, Pray obft: V~ how great ha\'e alwa,s be-ra 
the dlvifions anl()ng(i ev,o (hofe who tty (0 moch 
firefs uvoo (h~ divloe inCticur:on, and continued 
fucrtffion of a certain ord~r of rul~r~ in the church, 
l'Iow (heir very d!ffefltinn u~a· ... ·~'ida.Jly ..,U[S us up­
on a ntceffity of dcli~ra~ ing, and conte ~J u~nt Ivai­
lows a liberty of cbol,fi~g (hat \5,-hich u()on c()nfide. 
ration we prt'fftr. 

AIId ;n the It!/l p[pct., I Cf,n{~nt that there men have 
a rulc:r of tht~r C"Ufc.n, tHtibltfhcd hy 1uch a long 
feries of fucct:ffioH as th"'), jUdge nc:c c f1a r y, pruvided 
1 mlY have liberty a[ th~ I,UlIe time to join myleit 
to tbat fociety in which I aln perfuaded the wor .. 
fhippers of God are tu be fouud. J n this manner 

ccclefiaftical 
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eccleGaftical liberty will be preferved on a11 fidel, 
and no man will have a J~ginaturc i(llpofcd upon 
him, but who'll himfclf has chofen. 

But unce men are f'l follcitQUS about the true 
church, I would only afk them, here by the way~ if 
it be not more agretabJe to the cburch of Cbrifi, to 
nldke the cDnditions of her communion confift iD 
fuch things, and fuch things only, as Ihe boly fpi­
rit has in the holy fcrip(ures decJdred in exprefs 
words; I a!k, I (ay, w~r.(htr this .be not more a­
greeahle EO the church of Chrift, than fQr men to 
Imp(jf~ their own inventions and interpretationt 
upon others, as if they were of .divine authority; 
and [0 efiablifi) by tcclrfiaftical Jaws, as abfolutel, 
necf'ffary to [he profrfiioo of chriftianity, fucb 
things as the holy fcriprures do tither not mention, 
or at leaft not exprt my command. Whofoe9cr 
rtquires (hofe things io order to eccltfiaftlral com· 
m\lnico, which Chrift d~, DOt rtquire in order to 
obedience, he ,may J'erhaps in~ced conflitute a fa. 
ciety accommodltt . to his own oplnio.o, and his 
own advantage, Jue how rhar can be called the • 
ch~rch of ('hri{l v "icb is eftablilh~d upon Jaws that 
~re Dot his, lund. ftand not. ~ut Ihis being net 
a pro.per .place to enquire into "'e .mark's of the true 
church, I ".11 only rIlind chole wpo .~Qntend fo .ear­
neftI, for the decrees 01- their O".D foc.et)l, and that 
cry Qut continuall.y, th~ ch\ircJJ, the .cburch, with as 
much noif~ .. and perhaps upon the (ame p.rinciole, 
~I tbe Ephefian lilvtl fm,i~hs did for t,hti, Diana; 
this, I [dY. I dtflrr to ~ind ,hem .~ lhat ,he 
aofpcl frtqucotJ, d~clrt" that lhe "ye dltclpl~s of 

Cbl itt 
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thrift muft (ulter perrecution i but that the churc" 
bf Chrift fhould perfecure others, Ind force others 
~, Jrilnd jtIJ"tl, to embrace her faith and Jpllri"" I 
~u .. ld. n~yer ,et Jiod in iD; of ,be booki of 'be new­
tcft.menr. 
. The end ol. religicUs (oeiet, .j. the public wor';' 
blip of God. All difcipli~e odg)u th~refore to tend 
&0 ,hat tl'ct, aDd all ecclefiaftical )a •• '0 be there­
baro con II ned. Nothing oUQbt, n,or can be Iranf-
8aed in Ibaa rocie", reJaliDg te rhe podemon of 
a.il and worldly lood.. 1'10 force i. here 10 be 
made ufe of upon an'l oee.6on whatfoever. For 
force ,brloDI' wholJ, 10 the ciyil magiftr~tt, and the 
po~Blo!, of ill outward gOOd. is fubjet't 10 his 
Jur,fdiBlon. . 

But it maJ be .Uted, by wbat meinl th=en fhall 
ecclcJiaftical la"l be eftablifhed, if ,~ey muft IX 
,'fI'us deftitute of all compuJft,e power" I anfftr, 
_be, moft be eftiblifbed~ by mean', tuitable to ,be 
nalgre of (ueh tbings, whereof the eztemal protef­
tion and obferY.,ion~ if not proceeding from a tho. 
lougb conyi&ioD in the mind~ is ~Ilogether ufelers 
and uopro6tabJe. The arms b, which tile mem. 
~s of Ibii~; -ore t~ ~ kept .i~hi~ their dutyt 
.re WortltlODI. ~monl'lon., 'nd advlces. If by 
,here eneaDs the o.en&lers will Dot be re:claimed, and 
.'he trroaeoul coo9inced, there remains nothing 
larlber 10 be dont, but ,bat filch tt'ubborn and ob~ 
linate. perfoai who aiye no ground 10 hope for 
lheir reformatiOD, fbould be caft out from the foci­
~Iy. T hi. II the WI and .tmljl/tWi, of 'ttckjiajl;cd1 
rJmoritJ. No Otber punilbmcnt can t~ereby be 

inf1iflcd, 
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~oftiaed, than that the relation cealing betwe~a the 
body and the member which is cut off, the perfod 
fo condemned ceafes co be a pare of that churcb. 

There things being thll~ determ'1ntd, le~ UI iD~ 
ct .. ire in tho "ext pl~cet how far the duty of tolera;' 
[ion extendi, and what ii rtquired from every oae 
b, it. _ ' 

And Jirftt I hold thAt no chureb is bound by the 
duty of rolericion to retain any ruth per(c,n in_ ber 
~fom, as atter idmonitioD; continuts obftinately to 
o'fFend againlt the la'.Vs ot the f~ielt. for thefe 
being the ~ondit~on of communion, Ind the bood of 
the (ociety, if the breach of (hem were permicced 
without in, 'rebuke or cenfure, tbe (ocie,y would 
it~m~diatel, '6c thereby di.troIYed. But neverlbe:­
lefs, 10 all ruch cafei~ care IS to be taken ,hat tbe 
fentence of excommunication, and the eaecutio' 
thereof, carry with it no rough uffBe of word or 
iCtion, "be,reby the rtjeBed perfon _m~, .-ny .ife 1M: 
a.mnifttd ID bOdy or eftact. Excommunicati~ 
neither does, nOr can depriye the tzcommuDica~ed' 
Perfon of ili1"f tboTe civil goodl that Ile formerly 
porrdrcd~ AI' dlo(e thrugs be)()n~ to die civil 
E;0ycrnment, 16d. are un·der the mag.ftrate·s prOtfe­
lion. The whole force of excommunicition condftt 
()nly in ,hir, thtc the refolulion of lh~ (aciet, in 
~1Jac refpeft beio"g dt~lared, l&e unio~n that .at 
t>e,ween !.~~ body and fome memb'er comeS thereby 
to be dlifo)'ed , and lbat relation cealing, tbe par .. 
_ikipalion of fome couI.rn thiDgs, which ,be focietr 
#communicited co its members, and unto which no 
ih*n hts in1 ·civil r:·gbt, tomes alfo to t'eafer. Fat 

. lhere 
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. ~~ i. ~o ciyil injurJ d"ne unto the exeo"':nud~~ 
c~~d perron.. by t~e miDlfter's r.efufin~ him thac 
b~1CI aad "'IDe, 1ft the celebratIon of the Lorci~. 
$up~rt .hich w~· nat bought ·with his, b,},' o[h~t 
I;DCftS monty, 

SltIJ1IIiIy, No pri •• te perfllft bls any righr, in any 
manner, (0 prtjudice an·other perron in his civil 
enjo,m~nrs, beeaufe he i, of Inorher church. All 
.he rigbll that belong 10 hi D1 as I man, or as a cil i­
RD. a:e iDwiola~ly to be prc(er\ted to him. No 
iDiu" i. to be olF~red him, whether be be a chriO:i:­
an or pagan. Nay, we mull: Dot £onteRt ourfelvel 
.,Ih [he: Darro,r meafurra of b~rc juRic~. Charity 
Iud liberalit, mull .~ added co it. Thi~ tbe gofpel 
~Djt)iQI; thi' Itafon direB:s; and this rh~t natur~1 

.. ft:llo"o,ip we are born into requires of LIS. Ii al':y 
min err trom tbe right way, it i. hi' own misto:--.. 
l~ne. PO injury to thee ~ DO.' therefore art thou to 
paDi~ bim in tbe Ibing. of this life, beeillfe (ho~ 
IDppofeft be ~ill be miferable in chat whicb is 10 

COIIW. 
. W'lalt I fa, concerning the mutual toleration of 
piy~ perronl dijferins from ODe another in reli .. 
gioo, I .nder8~d .Ifo of particular churches, 
"hicll hDd a. it were iD the fame rcl~tion to each 
GI~r ,. priYare perfon. amona lhc:mfrJves I nor has 
anJ ODe of them Iny manner of jurifdiCliolt over a .. 

: Dr other, no Dot even .hen tbe civil magiilrate (al 
: it lome limrs hippeD') comes to be of 'his or the 

Olher coma.union. For the civil governmrn£ can 
liYe DO De" right co the church. n~r the ch~.rch lD 

Ibe ,i~il soveramcoc. lo,bac "bcther ,he' ma~iar~te 
JOin 
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jo;n h~mrclf to any church, or ftparate from it, l~ 
~burch remains always as it was befort, a f,~ and 
¥olunlary loci(ty. I( neither-acquire, the pOwer df 
,be {word by the magiRrate'S cooling to ir, nor (I .. 'e~ 
it lofe tht right of inltrullion and txcommunf~atior' 
by his ~oing from ire This i. [he fundamelJral and 
Jmmucable right of a fpo:)ranrcus focitlf;" that it 
bas power '0 remove any of ie. mcm~rs wh,J t.a(,( .. 
grels th~ rules 01 its inftilulion. But it cannot b~ 
lbe acctlEon 9f ,ny 'it VI members, acquire any r'~ be 
ot"jurililitt ion (Jwer rhot~ I hat are nor joined .:(6 i •• 
And lhere~ore peic~, tqQiry and tritndlhip, are al­
ways mU"lually to ~e oblC'rycd by p3rticlJ1~r cburch­
~S. in the fame manntr as by private p~rion~, ""ilb. 
OUt any pretence ot f~~riority over oral' anorbt.,. 

That 'he cbing n1ay be m .. de yet cl~art!r by ao 
t~ample; let us fup?o(e two church~s, the onc of 
Arminians, (he ather of CalviniRs. rtOdiog in thfl 
city of Conftanrinople; will anyone lay, fbat el~ 
ther of lhtf~ Ch'-'fChcs hels a ri@ht (0 ckpriv~ lhe 
members of ,h-: Oth~r of their ritares and IjtW~ty, 
~Iure of their dtf~rjng from it in lonle dntlrini. 
or ccrcmonirs; wblltt ,he Turks in the m~4n ",bile 
filently ft.od by, and lapgh to 1e:e with ~"ar inhu~ 
rr.an cruell) Chrifi:Jans thus rage Igainft Cnrillrao) , 
But it 80e of (here chu·chc:s balh (his powrr of t,cat';' 
ing (he other ilJ~ I afk which of rhem it js (0 "horn 
',hat po"~r b~lnngs, and by "har right? It will 
be aofwerc4, UndfJ~btedly, that ic is th~ orthodo* 
cborcb .h~ch has the I igbt of a~thori(y ever lheerrn­
neous or herc(ical. This is in great ~ fpecious words, 
ID fa, j uft QQthiDgat all. ''vi eyc:r y ch urcb is 'Jr( h(j--

dc.x 
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dolt to ~lfrli~to others, erroneous or hereriral. 
Wbatfoev~r -an, church believes, It believts 10 be: 
uue; and the coq~rarf thereu~to' It pronounces tq 
~ error. ~o that t~e controverf, bet~een thefe 
church~~ aboat Jbe truth ot tb~ir doflrine., and th~ 
p~rit, of th~ir worfl?ipt is on both fi~es f~ual; nor 
l~ 'h~re anr Judg~, eIther ~t ConO:antloople, or tIre .. 
where upon earth, by whofe fentcnc~ it can be de. 
termined. The decifion of that queRlon" belongs ' 
~~~, te t~e ~upreme Judge- of all men. In the 
Mean ~hile let t~[e ~cn con~der ~~w heinouOy 
ihey ~o I who, .d~ing injuftice to their pridt, 00 
,aibl, ~o'd arrOglndYIake upon them to mitufe rhe 
fervanti oft another mafier. who are oat at all ac:-
countable to ·the~. .... . ~ ~ . 

Nay furlher. if" it could ~ manifeft which of 
Jhere rwo difTenting cJturchelwere \.n ~.e r~ghr way~ 
there "ould ndt accrue thereby to the orthodox any 
. ." . 

rigbt of de~r~ying .,.~he othe"'. For ch~rch~s as 
IQc~, ~IY~ not al~)' jur,fdi¢lion ~n "o'fld~y matters nor 
a.-e fire and fwor~ any proper innr~ments \vhere­
"ilh to convince mens minds of error, and inform 
diem of the fruth. L~I.s IlIppoP Ihat I;'e &;':Jil"",-
tiJlr~~' i1;'/;1II4 II f4fJDr D1Je 1/ tbem, fJ*' bis/-,rd inlq ,,,Ii,. hads ; IblSl ('" his CQnft~l) Ibey might thajlife 
tbe Iliff",',,-' as ~b9 pleafed. W III any man fay, thac 
it CaD be the' Chrlfiian' chL1rch from a Turkitb em ... 

~ 

p~ror ,? An in,6del, who bas hlmfclf no authority [0 

funi(h chriftians, 'c~nnot confer fuch an authority 
upon ~n, focietJ bE chriftian" nor give U~tQ them 
a right which he has not' himfelf. This would be 
~hc cafe at ~onftantiDofle~ ~ntl 'h.c re~foDb' ~rc 

t c 
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~fae fame as in any chriftian kingdona. Tbe ~~,i' 
power II 'he fame in every pIa« i nor can thac 
powtr in the hands of a chriflian' prince, ~ntcr an~ 
"rrater a~tf\ori'y upon the cburch, than in the hand, 
Qf a heathen I \Vh'ich is to fay, jufl none at all. · 

~everthtle(s, it i~ WOr(J1Y fO be obftrvtd. and 
~~meoted. (hal the opp.0ferli ot errors, Be the exclaim. 
ers againft fchien" do hardl, eyer Jet toofe thiS their 
Zetlll fqr God, wirh which they· are fo warrr cd an4 
j~rtamrd, 'unl~f4 where tbey b.·we tbe c-rvi~ magiC. 
trate on Iheir fide. But (0 fOO~ as court lav.~·r baa 
given them [he better ~nd of the naif, "and they br~ 
gift to fe~' themfelvts the fttongrr, rhrn prace lod 
cparity are .ro be laid alide i orl1erwife, tbey are reJi­
giou!ly 10 be obft'f¥ed: Where t~, b~\:e DOt the 
powt:r ~o c~rry 'on per(ccqtion, ~nd to become mar. 
lers, t~ey dtqre to live upon fair -terms, aald preacH 
up toleration. When I~~Y are not fireog,htne4 
~ith the civil powt'r. then thr, ca,l ~ear mOlt pali­
tl)tJ, lhe c9ntagion of idolatrYt fuperCtItion and 
h~refy in (heir' neigh.,orhood; of wh~h, in ocher 
occa~ons, tile interrft of reli~ion makes thelll [0 be 
tJttrt:mely appreh~nfivr-. Thtty do not foon artac~ 
thol~ errors whIch are in fafilioD il[ co~rr, (Jr are 
count~:ian~ed by [he goverolncnr. H~re t~er ~ai) 
be conLC~t ~o fpare their arguments; which yet 
{~ith rb~ir Ipave, j~ th~ only right merhod Qf pro­
pagating truth; which has no fl~ch wa~ of prevail":' 
ing, as when {lrcug Qrgu"en~s an~ goo:i f~afoll are 
joined with th~ loflnefi of civility and good ufage. 
N~ hoJy therefore, in f.nr. Ceilbf!r Lingle perfon, 

~~i cb~r'!les, n~y, nor ev~p CQ1~mODWcal,h~, ha~~ 
- 1) any . 
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all)' jun: ritle to in'Yade the civil rights and worldly 
goods of each other upon p:ettllce of religion, 
Thofe that are of another opinion, would do well 
(0 confider wic-b themfelves how pernicious a feed 
of difcord and war, how powerful·a provocation tQ 

Cftdlefs hatreds, rapines and fllughters, they thereby 
(urnilb unto mankind. No peace and feCuTity, nQ 
not (0 much as common friendfh 'P, can ever be e­
ftablilhcd or ?refc:rved anlong men, fa long as this 
opinioo preyC\i~s. tbat ti01l'Jini~n ;S /M4nded in gratt, 
aDd thac rel:gion ia to be prop~at(d by fOI ce of 
arms. 

III 1« third place, Let us fee what the dill' Df ID: .. 
1Ir.litJ1I rlf.ires frOfD thore who are in t"'ejiajlj,,.l ,_.a" _ #fe, whether they be ~i(hops, priells, 
prefbYEers, ollDlfiers, or hovreY~r elfe digni6rd or 
difti,'guifhed. That whrnce-1uever [heir authority 
be (prang, fince it is ecclcfiafi icat, it ought to be 
confined within the bounds of the church, nor c=an 
it in any manner be fxrend:~d to ,iviJ aff.iH$; be­
caufe the cburch itrtlf ;s a thir:g atJtt,lute)\: fep:1rate 
and difti.nd from the co!r,:Y.onwrallh. The boun .. 
daries on- both fides are hl~ Jrid in',JJovtable. Ht 
jumbles heaven and earth rogelh~r who n)i~t's thefe 
locle(ies i which are :0 ~h-if or:gioJI end and bufi­
ners, perf~a:ly diflintt trOll) tach other. No nl~n 
therefore, with WRJc(oever ~-:cltliail~cal cffic~ he ~ 
dignified, can deprive a:1D .. her man lhlt is not of 
his cburch arld faith, eitntr ot liberty or of any 
part of his worJdly goodi, upon the aCCOlJnt af that 
difference which is betwetn thenl in religion. For -WhitCver is pot Jawful to t4c wl1uJe church, cannot 

by. 
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tty any rccl-eliaftical right, bn:cMe lawful, to lay· of 
H"ntem~r~. 

But tins is "" all. I't is not enough r bat eeclea~ 
2.l1ical men abiiain from violence.. fie that prf­
r~DdI to be a fuccdfor of tlfe apoftln, .ltd' rllets 
upon him the office. gf ~acJt.ilTg, iI ob.ligrd alfo to 
arlmonifh hi! hearer! of the dutfel of. peace and 
~od will towards aM m~n; as well the ;rroneol!s~ 
as (be orthodox; towards thofe -ho dilf'~r from 
[hem in faith and worfbip. a8 well'R towI'rds- tboft 
who· agzee with thenl (herejn. .And he· aught, jn~ 
dunriouQ·y to txhort all "}e(1, wnecher prfvMe per­
fons or magifttatt's, to charity abd' medtnefr; and 
dJJigenfly endeavor to .. lIay all· rblt h~liIt ah.j unrea­
fonable a\-erlion of mind, which an, man'·s fiery 
z.;:ai for hi! own fta, Of· the c,.f.l o'f oth~r-s, has 
kindJC!u' a~.jn{t diiT~nters. I will not uocie"akr· to 
r~prefeot how happy would be rhe·t)"";,, both' iii' 
c'hurch and "(taU', it the pulpits ever"where· ((londed 
with this doarin~ 'df p(ace and, tDltrttlun'; teft~.I· 
tbould feem [~ rtf1~a too leveRly' upon tho~ men 
whole dignity·l delire no~ to "prak ill of, nor w()uld 
haVe! it o'jminilhecl ·eilher· h)' ot-hers or' lbemleJ"es: 
But, this I -fay, Ihtll. I_J i, fllIlbt.to "'4 hr 4J it any~' 
one who protdles himfe)t (u be a,' minilter of the 
~ord of God, 'a preacMr of liar ,offJrl· o~" peace, 
teach orherwile, h~ underltano, nOt; the trofiae.t of 
his calling, and fhalt one d~, giye aCCOUI»t' thereof' 
UOIO lhe··Princr of PCtict-. fl c'hr;ft-izns Ir~' to be' 
aJmonlIhrd that· r')t:y abltain ftom all mlr -, . r of· 
rcY~_ngr., tYtn aff" re,leated prrj'voc'ation!' and mul. 
li~J~idd injuries ; h~\¥ rn<J(h· .nOJ~ GUgal.~ r1.1t!-\. ",/b{) 

[~:.1f\. r 
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(,Wer.tJothing, forbear .jolenc~f and abAain from 
III manner of ill ufage' towares thofe '-rool whom 
I~ey have reftived Done. I This taUtioD and temper 
they ought ~ert~nly to afe.fowa,rds ~hofe who mind 
,heir own buuneft. Inti are (olj~jtous. for nothing~ 
but that they ~a1, worlhip Go" in 'har manner 
",hich lhe.y are per{uadcd i. acceptat)le to him. In 
pr,jvlte allalr •• in the mana,ement of ellates, in t~~ 
preler9ition of bOdily heAlth', every man may confi ... 
~e. what fuits ht. o"a conveniency, and follow what 
CotJrfc: he Ijkes be!. No man is angry with anol,het 
for an error committed. i~ lowing bis Jand. Lee 
In, man pu)1 dOWD, or bujld, or make whacfoever 
~.peftccs he pleafea

"
nobody murmurs, nor controul!l 

him, he bas hj, liberty. Bue if aoy man do nO.t 
trcf4tJenc tbe cburch , if ;" do not conform his 
be.h.lvior t~aalJ to tbe accuftomld ceremonies, or 
~t i, bring~ not bil. tbil~re~ to be initiated in 'he 
facrcd fDyft~riel 01 this or the other congrrgation ; 
;ji.J immediately ca'~ftl an .uproar , and rhe neigh-

i bornood is filled \Wilb noire and clamour. Every 
t one it ,eady t~ be the agenier of fa great a crime. 

And tbe lealor. hardl, have patience to refrain from 
.ioletice (iJI. the elule be hea"" and the poor man 
~e C!ondemned to, the Jars of libe,~" goods, or life. 
Qh thac ourfcc1eliafti,cll or~rori, of, .ey~y left, 
"'.o~]d., apply thcmfelvfs with III the: 'llrcnglh of 
1~8"men~1 ,Jalt chey Ire ablt" to the co~foundln8 of 

i mlns ,etror.! But. tee Ihem (pare their perfons. 
~ Lti t68fn nOI fuppl, their want. of !e.rens wit h 
j ih~ inftrument. of forcr, which belonR to anothtr 
i J~rl(diaio4. IIld do ill become I profdfor pf chrif .. 

',ianlcyo 
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ti2nity. Let tb~m not call in the magiftrlte·s IU.-. 
Ih,,, .• ,y to ·the aid of their eltquence or learning. 
kit, perh3ps~ whil(t they pre(~nd only love for the 
tru[h, their in'temptrate zeal, breathing fire and 
fword, and fo betrays tht=ir ambit!on; and (how 
(h'at ~hat they dtlire is tti'Jpor:;; a3minio'fl. For 1t 
will be vtry dilficult (0 f\~.·IU4lde men of fenfe, rhat 

• 
he, who with dr~ ~y~s~ and fatisfatlion af Illinot 

~.!~ ~~:;'Icr illS brother unto t'he ttecuti()ner, to be 
burrat al~ye9 does heartily coaerrn h:mfclf 10 fave 
nat brOlller from the ·flame"s of bcil in tbe world to 
comt'. 

I" the loft ,Iatt. Let us now c:onftder .blll itS IhI 
i;,tlfillralls ditty in the bufinefs of tolerilion, whicb' 
certainly is very t:onlidtrabJe. 

We have alreiciy proved, thAl the clre bf Couls 
does not belong to t"he magiftrate. Bur. charita­
ble cart, which con'fift. in ·teaching~· admonifbing~ 
and perfu'ading, cannot be den'ied unto any man. 
The care tbtrtfore f:,f every man's foul belongs unto 
himteU, and. i-s fO be left unto hiinfelf. But no" 
if I be Inarching on "ilh my urmoft vigor, in [hac 
~a~ "hi~h:~ according to gtograpby, leads ftreig .. ·c 
'6 "Jerufalem i why am I beaten and illufcd by 
olh~rst becauf~, perhaps, I wear not bcflcins; bt­
c;Jufe my hair is not of· the rfght cut; becaufe 
I avoid crrcain bY .. way., which fcem onto me to 

Jead into briars or 'fJrecipices; becluf~among~ rhe 
fcveral paths Ihat Ire in the tatDe 'road, ! choote that 
to walk in which feems ro be tl-·~ tlr~ighteft and 
cleaneft·, beeaufe J avoid to keep company with 
(elnc traveller. chat arc 'kfs gravt, and others that 

art: 
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._ moM (cur than the, OUPl ~ '- ; ~ i~- 10&. 
~iIfe I follow • guide. thlt either is, or j, ~ac 
c~lHd; in whire, ana ClG~ with a mitre? err:. 
_l)ly., if we conGder ~Jlbt; we ihall &nd that for' the 
lJ)oft part the, are (ueh frivolous thing. u ,·heft\ 
&h.t might .Iither be obfcrved or omitted, I fay -
r)lt, are fuc1l like things 2. their .. "hich brtcd im~ 
placable eOtllil~el amongft chriftian bre£hren, .~ 
~r~ all agreed in the {QbftanliaJ and fundamental. 
part of r.lilio~. 

BdC let v,s g~ant ~ntO r&\Ce Ztaloci. ~ho eonde'mft 
'.11 ch!ngl that are DOt of their mode. There ilonly 
~ ot. IbQf.-, "bien is. the ~r.u, war. 10 e(erAal J.a'p~ 
pio~rs. h; in.lhtS gr~l[ nri", of w.,'.·that •• 
101low9 it is ftiJl doubt~d _hich il rhi' right one. 
"'0'" neither; r.he care of the commonwealth, Dor 
the ,igh", of ",aain~ ·1,wl. don diflour tbis way 
fh., Itad·'.to b~,e" mote ~~t.inly, to the m.1.ftrat~, 
l.b.a ro :ever, private man', re"ch and tad, c!i(~ 
-eoftrs it untQ bimfcJf. Thofe cning.the! every 
ma~ o'UPt fi"cerdy to en~aire IncO h~(clf, aDd by. 
-meditation. feareh, and hi. owe endea9orl\ atta;n 
"the kDO.led~ of. ·C!anllOt· be lookld upon as rhe.· 
P.JCuliar poffcmon of. any (on of men. P~in~. in~ . 
deed Ire born fuperior up~o Gfber· men In p",we", 
but in nature rqual. Neither the r.ilhf~ Aor the 
a,.1 of ruling, does nrceffaril, carry 'along: ".irh it~ 
the cenain_ knawledge of othr.r.rhiB@s ; and lean: of' 
aJI the true ·re/ig;fJ1I. I Fe» if it were (Ot how lJOu~d 

I it cOlr.e 10 pals that tile ltwb. ot tbe 'w,1I Ihould 
differ fo vaftJy as (hey ·(to in r~ligioul m~'ters·l. But· 
J~, us granc chal it is f»robabk ,~ -cAy eo e(eM8! 

f, • .rr~ 
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life may be ~etrer known b, a p-i'IJct tha-n by bj~ 
~iilh' or at leal, (hat in lhls 'lncertain'cy of 
,bing!, tbe fafcft and moR co(nmodious w~y fo~ 
private p~rfons is 'to ·fallow his diaates~ You will 
j~y, ~hai '.,11 1 If he fhould bid you follow tnef­
rhandiic for your livelihood, w"uld you decline 
,bat (ourfe for fear it fhould not fpcce·t'd? 1.~ 

/wer, I would tur~ mere"hant ~pon dl~ prrnc"c~ 
command, ·beca-.:fe In clfe I fhould have III fUfcefi 
in trade, ~e is able to make up my Jors fonle olhe~ 
91.Y. B\Jt ,h;, is not the1:afe in the things thaltc·gard 
tJ3e life to come. If ,here I take a wrong courft, 
ih ,hat rcfpc~ I am at once undone; it is not in (ht. 
rnaglftrate~ power to repair my toTs, (0 eaft eny fuf­
ftrings, (Jt to rcftore me in any O1earUr~,. 11711';'-
{rrlUil] llllJ III gkl~ fDr Ihe 1:;11,40'" of beaven ? 
· Perhaps (ome wilt fay that the, do not fuppofe 
this in/lIlliiltj_tlgmmt to be in the civil (Jlat~.nrate, 
bur i. IN ,hurch. Whal Iht cbur&h blJJ 4eJI,miiJeil, 
tblll 'he ci'IJil ~giji,"t' Ifftftr~ 10 t~ ohje,,:e4; and h' 

• prD1Jitks II] h;~ 411lDfJrit] r!Jill liD DDdy /kall eilher 4tl ~r. 
j,/ilfJl, i" I~e 6ufintft of '~'igifJn, pliJerwij' than Ih, 
churcb Itllt"t~. . 

~ h, M~ill,ill' };imftlf ,irlds fJDtdit"te tb,rtuiltq. 
"IUI ,tftdrl~'''' like. ()jltii~~' Ir~'" others. I anfwer_ 
who fe~s no, how frtqutntly tbe name: of the Chllf~~ 
\\hic:h wa$ fo f~nFrable in the time of (he ~po[tle~, 
has bten m~de ufe of (Q (hrow dull in peCipJ~s t"yes. 
;n followin& ages P- B~t howeyer, in (he prtJeni: 
cafe it h~)p$ \1S nOf. The one only narrow waf 
whi~h Itad! to heaver; is not beeler knuwn ro the 
ma,iftra,c thaa to pri91tc ptrlgns j aod tberefo~e ~ 
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caanot fafely take hi~ for my guide, who may 
probably be .as ignorant of the w~y as myfelf, ancl 
~ho cer'~inJy IS Icfs con~erned (or my fa'vation~· 
l~an I ~yf~lf am. f~~on'gft f~ m;any kings of th~ 
Je.,., bow many of 'them were ~here ~honl allY 
lfraelilt, thus blind1y following, h~d not falltn into 
jdol~trJ~ and deftruCtion ~ Yet nevcr[helefs, Yl,'U 

bid me be ~ gOt.\d 'couragt", and [~II Q)~ thilt all ;:; 
DOW f~fe and tecurt', pecaufe the magifira{e dot's' 
oot tnjoio the obfervanct! of his. OW~ decrtes i~ 
!patters of religion. ~ur onJy lh~ · decrees of lh~ 
church. Ot ~hat «;hprch I bcfeech you? Ot (hat c-er­
,Iainly which he lik~s be'ft. As t/ bt tbal ctJmpe/s 
.;e IJy ~'U(s and ·plfIaltitJ to Inter into Ihis or the otber: 
t/J"rl~, did ",,1 inttrpofe his 1J{t·n J·,tdg~1Jt"t in the 1"o/ler. 
What diff<!~"~nce ;s.lnere \vhether tole lead tIlt: h'tmlclf, 
~r del;ver n1e over to tle led by uf'hers? I depend' 
both wlys ~pon ~;s will. I a~ Goubtfu! conc~rnil> 
ing the doltrine of the Socinlans, I am fufptcious of 
tp~ w~y of ~/or{bip praa.lf~d· h-y the PJfJifi., or 
Lutherans. \Vill' ~t be a jfJC (he lifer for' ~Je to ~ 

. jpfn eilher ~nto tbe one or the oth~r of chofe! church­
«:I. uroo [he magifiratts command; be,aule h~ 
co~mands nothing in (~li~ioD b!Jt by the authority 
of' the church ? r • -

. JJ~t to {peak ~he truth, we mull: acknowJedg~ 
that the church ~s for the' mo~ part qlorc apr ~o b~ 
iftftuenc:ed ~y the court, than the court by lll~ 
church. The Englifh hillory .'fords us frdb tX­

amp'es, .in tIle r~igns of H~nry the 8th, Edward 'h~ 
~tht Mar,. and Elizabelh, how eafily the citrgy 
c~&n&ed 'heir decrees, ,heir articles of faith, lhc:i~, 
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(orm of worOlipt a~d ~f/cry thi~g, .cco~di"g to the 
inclination of thofe Kings and ~eens. Ye'c were 
thofe Kings and ~eenl of luch difFertflt minos. 
if) point of rrligioo, and rnjoined thereupon web 
different tbings, thaI no man in his WHS (I had 
alnloft faid none but an Atheift) will prrfumeto fay 
"that lOY upright worlhippcr of God could, with a 
fafe confcience, ob~y lheir fcveral drcr~~s. T(') 
conclude-. It IS the fame thing whether a King that 
prefcribes laws to another man's religion. p:e[~od 
10 do it by his own jUdgment, or by t-he eccltuaffi. 
cal autbori&, and advice of o(h~rs. Th~ d~cifions 
of churchnleo, whofe c!jff~rcnces and difputes ate 
fufficieotly known, cannot be any founder or faftr 
than his. Nor can all lh~ir fuffrages jointd rug~ .. 
ther add any new tlrength unto the civil power. 
Though (his alfo muft be taken notice ot~ Ihat 
princes feldum ba1fe any regard co the fuffrages of 
ecclefiaRics that are not favorer. of ,heir uwn fai(b 
aDd wa~ of worOaip. 

But afler all, 'he l,i",;,.1 (DnjiJerlZl;Otlt and· which 
ablolurely ~etermjnts thiS con(ru\lc:rfy, II (his. 
Allhough the magiftrares opinion in rc:ligion be 
{\lund, and fhe way cbat he appoints be t: u IV cyan· 
trlical, yer if I be not tboroughly pertuaded ther~f 
in my own mind. there will be r.o faterv lor me in 
tollowirg ire No way wha[focvtr that I (hatl walk 
in. againft: the ditlates of my confcit"'nc~, Will CVtC 

-bring me to the manuons of Iht: bleff<:d. I (naY 
grow rich by an art rhat I take no delight in i 1 
rna, be cured of ,- me difeafe by remedi~s thac I 
hA.e not faith iD i but I CiODot be Caved by a reli· 

E sicn 



( 3+ J 
gion that I diftru{l, and by a WOTll1ip thac I ahhor, 
1 c j ~ in va j n fc ran u (] bt 1 it V e r tor a !{ e up (h e (; l~ t .. 
v-lard f110\V of another nian's proft"iJion. Faith and 
good works only, :lorl 1!1ctriry inwardJv, are tht! 
things that procu(e acctprance with God. In a 
worc~ \~~hJrf~:evtr o1ay b~ tJo~Jbtful in rtl;giGn~ 
which I beli~\'t' r.O( (0 be tru,., can be neither (rtle 

o r p r ( ~ t J ~ d ~ u r, r (, nl e • J n y a J n l h t"' r« A "0 red 0 p" Inc ~ s 
c0(T'l-ti ! :L~rr 1u:-',~· t1'} "ro cOlne Into tht'ir church­
COi1>nunl(lO, U"lj~f prettr.ce of faving their lOU)~. 
If (h~y b~/i(\..·(.", (t~~y \viil c·)((~e of their O\\ln arCOr(1; 

if they bclit!::"°e 1;(;1, ih~:r '~cn1i'~g \vdl nOf, ~\':}illhtfl'. 
How C7Ita{ f~)t\.er G'l~!V he ,he' i,It'(t'nc~ of ('00(1 ... \\1111 

~ J r l . 

3 n d c!1 a r i , y, a:it d C ('i n ( t r n f('\ r r! ~ t- ,; d v a ~ ; f. 'n 0 t rn t r· s 
fouls, 'l1~n Canrd), he fc:cf"d to h;:"' !;'.'.'t:-u wLr·thtr 
.hey w d 1 or n". .:\ 1(1 (n~f~fc;e~ \\' ~ tn all is dCJCJl') 

tht\, n~u[( tie I~t'! (() i bt if" ov-.. n l:'}r,f~':("·;1Ct:';. 
~ . 
H~vi'!g ,f'U5; &if. Ir:ng~h f't"td tl'~1l t'rcnl aJJ corpj,. 

n i () nov crt a ~. h r: r !" t r 1 n n 1 (1 r ~ !- r c; (" t r ,II ~ : li n, J .. t C ij 

now l()fIJi(~ef ~'l'a: ti~l:.'V t.:ri! io ,10. :\11 ,!t"'rl kOl"'" 
and '.l k now I r d \" ~ ~ h ~!: c; ! •. -1 (J '.J ~. ; i l t r t -: .- p \ ~ h 1 ' c f ~ ! 'J 

, ...... IIr... ~ .; 

worfl1ipp~d. ~';!~il [h~,"~if)!(-I (\'JnHirtj~~-t; 'il rh!.; l!-
~ t r (V tl' CJ u I J ( .. ~ r ," r ;;) ~ '.' l ( J ft ,'~ ,~~, • .! i I, U '\ !: ~ c i ~ .. f V; t~, ,J C . . .. ~ 

I h t ',I m C4 V 1 T) ~ c- ~ {{. " It r ~'.~ f : \ n { (If·! V t ( I r n', ~ ~ . U J; t' ~ ~ · t 1 ~ 
] oJ v' , 

cation, but tor · !,,~ V'c" :~~ i;l nt r;'id, a"u en f)lt~r 
u r. f (I h i~! (~; \. ! n e 1'.1 :, 1 ~ Cr \" (t; ( h • t r v l (: ~ ~ s , b ~ } i h t' Hl 

iLl \. t 5 are ~ c; t a q"i ,if I ,. t:" (j (.;'; and F. :; a ~ ~ \', • t t ,t ( b Y [ h e 
hoiintrs of lifr·:. d:"',d ,J"".-t'flt fUrj"l. r~f V'II (hip, th~y 

1 "t f L I' II' J Y ~. 1 'N 0" \ ~! ~ U 0 i () t r. ,~ t ) " to! {' t"" (r U f': rt" g It In. 

~ n d p ~ r t c !' : ~ 1 ~:J ~ h 0 ~ her : h : c .g ~ in, t· ! , g ! (j n &.t S L ,I! III 0 1 

be dOflC by ~ac 11 l1f ~ vaiC rn.auap:1f t. 



7b~rc rc/igious jocieties J rail chur,:vl.1s, dna Iht;e 1 
jay 'he 1nagijl,·tlte fI:'lgl:t to toitrt!le. Ii'or lhe bulinefs 
(Jf the 'e ;.1) ~rll b I ics or (h~ p~ople is nfJth j ng bu t 
w hat i s I a w t u I for e v ~ r y n) ani n r a r [ ice I a r to take 
car~ of. 1\ or in this cafe is tber~ any dilFerence be­
t w~tn rhe llJriunai cfJurch, aoJ other fepara[td con­
gfcgat ion s. Btl t as i I) t \~ery ch U fch t here are two 
thint!s efptciaily to b~ cnnfidtred; tl1c oultz:")tlrd.!or", 
u'1!d ritc.c oj r;.:,·orjhip; and tIle: ,;ot:rines and arti"leS sf 
failh; l helt" t hlo!:!s n1 u i1 he halld led ~lch d ifi I ntt. 
t)' ; t ha~ to th~ whole matter 01 toleration olay the 
'llure clra·Jy be underfiood. 

C en, e rm· ng (j U /'4.£: t.1· (1 1L'or;h!~ 1), the tTl a g i f1: rat e has no 
J)!)\ver to"': .furce by Jaw, ~ither in h~5 own church, 
ur CllU( h Itfs in another, lhe uf~ of any ri(t!s or ce­
rt'l1jOrl~~'i Whaf1()evtr in the worfhip of God. And 
,i-lis, nnc only becaufe (here churches are tree focie­
(ltS ; t;Uf ht'rJufe y..·hatfoev~r is !)rattit~d in the 
\VOI !11iiJ ot God, is on:y fo l'ar iu~ifi4ble as it is be­
lit" \'~d hy t 110ft v.l10 pract ice it (0 be accer.tahle u n­
t'l hi.l ~. \\. !1 CI ~ h)tv~r is not done: with lha[ aflu ra nee 
or- tat! b, ~~ nC"i. her wt'll in itfelt, nor 'can it be ac-· 
t' e p ~ \ .~ tJ , t.! (0' , ; d £1. 1· 0 i (n po fe fa c h l rj i n g s [ h t' ret t; r e 
U t ) ~j n ~ n Y J) e J P : t" , C" 0 n r raj ~ {O (h t i r () W It j u d g m e Ci r, 
is :n rOll"_ rce to c.ul))ll1and {hen, (0 orrt'nn Gad-; af~d 
conrlJerlog [ha' {h~ ~nd ot all rrligion is [0 pleJfe 
L Ii n, and ( ~l cH I: r),. r r vis !- ff i1 [ ; a 1\ y n t· C t ff a r y t n l hat: 
tile!, {he fu,~~ ,J tiuil law in tCfC[.)\)nlt~, appears (0 

tJ':: 6}i-,rll, d h~y(}~1.1 rxp:r,r; )0. 

But r c'! h a ;J sir , i j •• y 1.,. ~ ~-. .~ . (l C led ~~ ( t f,. () en h P 11 C e , 
t hat I cL: fl ,. ~. . i ., ~ h ~. "I ~ , ) It 1 r:J (r' all rJ) r! n r~~" ~ 0 t no w-

J ~ ~ 

tl- iJb~,lj( Z'1'!:fJ:t:fil1l !ilj;l;,i; V/tllCh, ,f J{ h~ "~)' 
gi~n'fd 
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I;anted. the whole (ubjrCl matter or law-making i. 
raken aWl,. No, I readily gradt that indifferrnc 
rhings, and perhaps none but ftU:h are fubjeBed to 
rhe legiRative power. But it does nor therefore 
'911ov.',lhat the magiftrate may ordain ttJbal/ot1Jtr 
/)Illtll{ts concerning any thing that is indifferent. 
'..f.P,c: public good IS the rule and mea(ure of all law-. 
ma~ing. If a tbing be not ufeful [0 ~he common ... 
,!calth. lhough it be never (0 inditfert:nt, jt may 
not thereff)re be tftablifbed by law. , 

But furlher: Things never fo indjtT~rent in their 
t)~n nature, when lhey are brought into lh~ worfhip 
'Jf God, are removed OUI of the reach' of the magif­
,rateS jurifditlion; becautc in that ufe they haye no 
GQnncxion at all with ciVIl affairs. Tbe only bun. 
r-.,fs of the cburch is the worfbip of God. And it 
')0 wa,s concern. the commonwealth, or an, mem· 
ber of it, that tbis or the (Jlber ceremon'l be Ihere 
~ide ufe ot. Neither the ufe nor 'he omiOion ot 
aMy ceremonies i~ thofe religious a«~mblies, does 
ei(her advantage or prrjudice tIle l.fe or rftare oj an, 
man. Far example: Jet it be granted, that 'he wajh. 
ing of an infant with water IS in ittelf an indiff~­
Itnt tbing. Lee it be granttd alto, thaI if the rna .. 
giliratc underftand ruch wafhing 10 be pto&[able to 
the curing or preveoting of any difcalc tbat chjl~ 
drt!D are fubjeft unto, and efteem lb.e matter weigh­
ty enough to be taken care of by a law, in (hat cafe 
he may order jt to be done. But will anyone fay. 
r hat a magiftrate hal the fame right 10 ordain by 
law. (hac all children fball be baprized by prieRs, 
~D tbe iiCrcd fOD' ? The c.'reme diff'c:rence of thefe 

cwo 



( 37 J 
two cafes is vifible [0 everyone at 6rt· fight. Or 
lee us apply ,he laft cale to the ebild of a Jew, and' 
the thing will fpeak itfelf. For what hinders but a, 
chriltian magiftrale ma:1 h~ve fubjeBsthat are J·ew!? 
Now if we acknowledge thaE ruch an injury ma', 
not be dODe unto a J'cw, a$ to conlpe1' hitn, againft· 
his own faith, to oradicc in. religIon a (hing that is' 
in its nature indiff~rent; bow can we maintai,l thac 
a'ny thing of this ~ind .nay be done [0 a cllriftian ? 

Agaj.. Thiog! in their own n~ture' indjtrt!rent~ 
cannot by any hum~n ."thority, be made any part 
of the worlhip of God. for this very reafon, becaufe 
abey are indifferent. For fi'nee indifferent thing. aro 
Dot capable, by any virtue of their OWQ to propitiate 
the Deity; no human po~er o'r authority c'an con­
fer on thetR 1o much dignit1 aDd e'fceJlency, as en 
enable tbem to dc) it. In the common affairs of life 
tbat ~re of indif:fer~nt things which God has not 
forbidden, is frre and laWful: and rherefore in 
tbole things citil authority has place. But it is riot 
{o In matters of rtligion. Things indifferent are 
not olht:rwife lawful in the ,v~rfblp of God [haD II 
Ih.ey are inftituted by G.od ,,;mftlf j and as h~ by 
tome pofitive command, has ordained them to be 
.nade a part 01 that worlhip which he will atcept ae 
the hands of poor finful men. Nor when an in~ 
~enfed D~ity fbalJ alk us, IYbo ha~ re'luire" tblfo 
Ihi.gJ III ,()ur ha,zds? will it be enough (0 anfwer 
him, that the nlagiftrate commanded Ihem. It ci'!P 
yil jurifditlion t"~'-tnded to far, what might not law­
fully be incroductd inlo religion ~ What confufion 
af ceremonies, wha,t fupcrft,tious j,nven'ion~, buitr 

upoa 



"PO!) the rnagiftrares. aurhority, tr'Jght not be Jm­
pofed upon th~ worrhipp~TS ot God? F"or the 
~rea.e(t part of thefe Ct:remonit~ anti fuperfiiric1ns 
t~oniitt 1J~ the religious .uf~ of fuch things as are in 
their own' nature indiff~.en{ ; nor are I hey finful 
u~JOQ any other account than becauf~ G,)d is noe the 
authQr of ,hen,. The fprinkliug ot wl/ate r , and 'h~ 
iJj~ of bread and wine, are both in I h(ir fJ\\ln natur~; 
anc1 in [ht: oro i nary occa fi ons 01 II t" al !.t)get J,er j rl­

dift~rent. \\' III any man ther~ort: fay (hat tht. t~ 
things could have been io(roductd inco rtllgion, :lna 
mad~ a p~rt (}t di"in~ worililp, if not by divine In­
'liIUlion"? If any human aUlho~ity or civil power 
could have done this j why n11ght it not alfo enjoin 
tbe ratin~ of fiOl~ and the drJok(ng of ale, in (he 
holy hclr,qL)~r; as a r.art of (Iivine ~~orJ11jp? \\9 Ily 
not the fprlnkling ot the blond of bta(\s i~ church:. 
~S. and rxpialions by water or ti,e? But rhtt~ things, 
how indIfferent fotver ,Tley be in conlmon UI(Sf 

wben they CO(~1C t() be anntxed unto divIne worfllip, 
,.,Kbou[ ~.jvjne authority, they ar~ as abominabl: (0 

God, as the tac~afi~e of a dog_ And why a dug 1'0 
abominablt? \V hat .; fi~ren~e is [here between a 
dog and ~ goar,. llnlefs it be that God rtquirtd the 
"lj~ of Ihe one in hi~ worilijp, and not of llle! o(h~r r 
\Ve fee th~refore that indifferent things, bo\v 0111ch 

Juever they be \loder (he power of the cl·/il 01dgi"­
trat~, yet ·cannot u p~Jn t hat prt·f"n~e ,be i nt rod u~t:li 
into" and jr!'I-~oied \)iJon rf:'JlgJOl]S :;ff:nlhlit's; ht'­
'::~ok in f he worililp {}t Gad thty_ wholly (~aft ((I 

bt' indd!~r~nr. l-.1e (hat worfh,,)s (-~Gd9 df_~tS it ~i(h 
~ 

~~t'fign to pl~a[t hili). Uut that (a~)I.a( L: d,.ne l)~· 
~ . 
t· ! t'-r: .... l , 



( 1 
J 

hirp, who, upon (he com~nand of another, c6"'~rsunrQ 
l30d (hat whiah h~ kriows '!iii) be dif!)I~afjng '0 hitn. 
tt!cau'~ not t;uo'~landt:d by hi'l,felf. 'f'his l"t r.ot to 
pl~ai~ God, or arjPtale his ":Yrach, but \I.'ijl,re~l'y and 
k n I) \Ii i u g I Y t (1 pre, V 0 k (! hi {, 1, by a (11 an 1 , ;: ~{ en n· 
tcn1D( ; - whifh' IS a thing abjolo(~)y rc:-pul~nao{ to 

, h t' &1 a ( u rea od c r,1 0 f W (J r fh ; p. 
H ~J{ ,r wtll ht- h~r~ ~1k '"(t, ,Tf no'~i"g bl.'O"!ri'J~ ::J 

di·1.'111~ f.i.Jorjb.;:l' be lelt to h!lnlfln IJtjcrlti'l1 t t)() ~v ,"J :1 
ti.J(,Z that church,] li,'el,~/e!Vts htr1Je tbe pf)~(.'('''' oj of,~'e"!"!1Z 
Ql1.'· ,bJn~ a/J"ut Ib~ 1;J11~ lind place oJ (l';J~rJi. .. ;·:., ali:., :/;, 

ii J: t? rot h I ~ ( an J ~v t- r t ( hat In r t' I ,~ i (j u ~ \', L r 1 h j P 
~\\ C rn U fl d Ii t j n g u i fh 'b::, [ ~yet" n w h a ( I ~ P d r l 0 f r he 
\VOl I}ll~ i'~~)f, and \'t hat 'is but a c\rctln,il£1I1C(. 1 hlC 

is a parr of the "'orth'f)' WhfCh is btJIf:ved to be ap­
p{JH1(~d by Gvci; and (h~rtfor~ is nr:ctflary. ·Clr­
cU'lJtta()ces ar~ fuch thinas which, '(h(\l)~h if) c.encral 
th~~' CaHnn( be fl~pa, ated 'i"rom wor lh q"),- yet lht" par­
ticular ;nftances or modiScations of therTl arc not 
dettrmin~d; anct therefore [h.t:y ar~ indlttc:ren(., Of 
rhis forr art: lhe ti~t and place of worfhip~ (:~.hllbi' 
and po/furt of thtm who W{H (hip. l"he-fe are elr .. 
(:U(l)ttdOCCS, and 1)t=rleaJy indiff;:rtot wher~ God ·ha~ 
n')( g:ven 'any exprels cnmnland ahout ·,hen). ' f·or 
~~a~Jjle; among rht- Jews [he time and pt:tce (li 

the1r wor'tbip, and rhe habIts of rhvfe [ha" (jjijcj.l(~(J 
in i r, w e r'~ () 0 ( m ee r (" ire u m II a n c t'S~ hut a f 4" t 'or 
t It ~ \y 0 r lh i p . i r Ie J f; i n w hIe h : fan V (h; n g w t t~: d t'­
fcttive, or djtt~.~n[ trOIlJ [he irdt flutlon, {ht·~' cc tl!"! 
nnr hope rbar ic wo~ld be accr.·pltli hy God. liut 
the-fe to chriftianSltnrl~r I-he Jlotrry of the g\)r~tt'l. 
~re meer circumlllnces uf wOIJhj'{1, which the P( UJ . . 

~,.,-, . 
~'" I .. t. •• 
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den'ce of egery ch.orch may bring into ruch ufe at 
ib.11 be judged moll fubfervient to tbe end of order, 
de~ncf aod c:dificatil)o. Though even under the 
FfpeJ alfo, thofe who ~Iieve the firO: or the f(tventh 
day to be fet apart. by God, and conf~crated ftill to 
his worfhipt (0 them that portion of time i. not a 
fimple circomftance, .but a rra1 part of divine WOf· 

tblpt. which can ~ither be ~han~ed nor negldled. 
I. Ih, ,.,,,'1 pi"". As tbe maglfirate has no power 

to i"",fi by his laws, the ufe of ceremonies in a"y 
~hurch. fa neither has he any po.wer to forbid the 
vfe of fuch ceremonies a~ are alre.dy receiver.', ap-­
pro.e~. and praCtlled by any cburch. Becaufe if 
Jae cfid fo. he would. dellroy the' churc~ itfelf, rhe 
ead of whofe inftit\n~oo is only to worR,ip God 
with freedom •• fttr. irs own maoner •. 

You .ill fa" by this ruJe if (olne congr~gatiol;ls 
·fhould have a mind to (atri6ce ;,,(,,"Is, or Illft/Illi! 
"lillie Ibnaftl-cts in pr._i[cllfJUS .",klA"tUft. or prac. 
lice aD, other fuch heinous. fDo:-mities, is thl III.· 
ziJIr.u ojl."tl 10 to/traIt Ib-. becaufe they are 
.praB:iled in a religious ,fferobly t I an.f~er, no. 
·Tbefe lbiog. are Dot lawful i~ tbe ordinary courfe 
'Of life, nor in any private houfe i and ther~tore 
.either are lh~y fo in rhe worfhip ot God •. or ill an, 
·religious me~ting. But indttd if any people .con .. 
gr~gat~d upon acrount of religio", tbould be dtur­
OUI to facrifice a calt~ I ~ny that ·thm ought to be 
tltobibired by a law. tw1elib2:us~ whole calt it is. 
may lawfol1y kil' his own calf at home, and burn 
.0), part of it fhat he thinks fit. For no injury ia 
ucreb1 dOGe to any ODe, no prrjudice to.another 

man'. 
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.. ,n'. Bood.- And for tbe fam~ reafon he 011, kill 
Isis calt alto in a religious meecin&_ Whether the 
doing 10 be .elJ.pl.eafin~ to God or DO. ic is their 
~)lrE to confider rhat do ire And th.~ what rna, 
be fpt'ot on a (raft ma, be fpmt on a r.!=riftct. 
~ut if peradytnture fu.cb were the ftat~ of things, 
Ihat tb~ inlerrft of the commonwealth rfquired 'all 
n.ugbter of beafts fhouh~ ~ forborn for a certlin 
li~. in order to the increUaog of Ibe flock of cat. 
de, chat had been ddlrOytd by fome extraordillary 
murrain i who feel not tbat the mag:ftrate. in fuch 
_ cafe. ma, forbid all his I\!bj~as to kill calvrs for 
an, ute wbarfoever ~ Only 'cis 10 be atMerved. 
mat in Ihis cafe ,he law i. DQt made .!»out a rtligi .. 
ous. bur a poillical malter; nor is the facriti~p 
but the Oa,«l:ltr of cal yes thereby pr.oJ1ibjled~ 

B1 rb •• we tee what dIfference t~er. is betWIeI) 

the church and the CORlmO!lweallh. W halfoc¥er 
il lawful io the commQoweallo, cannot be prohib~ . 
;ted by the magiir.te io the Ch.UfCh. Whatfocver 
is permittrd unto _ny one of bis fubjeBs for Iheir 
Ordinary ufe neither can. nor o-'~ght to be fort)i.ddrD 
II, him Co ,0, rea of pt"ople for th~lr religiou! ufes~ 
If any man may lawtully .tak.e bre~d or wine, eilbcr 
fitting or knerfing.' in his own ho~(et tbe Jaw ou~bt 
DOC loabridge hill, of ,be fame-liber', in !lis rdigiou. 
worlbip.lh<.·in tbc.chur~bthc: ~feof bread and wi~ 
be very diW(reat. and be (~re applied co '.be my!­
leria of faith, and divine worlhip. 

It may be f.id; Wbal i/" tmch /Ie idolatro\1'~ 
;, Ibtll alfo I, '" IDler"'I. II] lhe -'lijlrml .1 In ao­
.sm, ~ 11k i "hac po"er caD be li,eD co t~e ma~ 

~ . l.ar~ 
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gitr~te (or l~e (upprt:mon of an idolatrous cburc:h. 
~hjch may n.Qt, ;n ti~e and plac~, be made uti:- of 
to the ruin of an orthodox one? For it nluf\. be 
r~in~m~red tbat tbe ~iy.il power is the fame eY~ry 
where. 'and tbe religion of every prince is or(hoQox 
lP himfeJf. If lheretQ1e fuch , power be g.ranttd 
qQto the civil m~iftut~ in fpirituals, as that a.\ Gene. 
~~ (for tX~~lpl~) he may t:xtirp~tt', by violence, 
tb~ religiQD whic~ is (here rrpu\ed idola[rous; t)y' 
the I_cue .rul~ another magiftrat~, in lonlt: nti@b. 
~"ring CQyn~'y~ may opprefs the reforrr~d rc:-ii­
aion i aad, in Turkeys t,·,c: cbrifli.ao. l"he civil 
power c~n eill1er cbange ev~ry I bing in religion, 
~C;Qfdir4g to the prince's plrafvrt, or It can chan{.-lt: 
nothioa- If it be onte pern,iued to lO~roduc~ any 
l,i. jnfO relig;OP. by thr. rlleans of laws and ptn. 
alties. tbere can be no oounrls. pUt to it. but It Will 

· ;0 the r~me m~nntr b( la9iflll to a\tet f:\;ery thine. 
accordit:Jg to that rule oft!uth whi,h fh~ n1ag;rtla~~ 
has f~amed UJ1to binlfclf. Nt) ~lau "bdtfo.evtf ought 
therefQre to. be deprived ot h;s raj thly enjaymt"ots. 
tlPOD a~count Gi hii re)j~ioll •. N(j~ . tv~n rv,k~_ 
fu~je8(d unto ~ chriftian princt', are ~o b~ punifil. .. 
~d c.tht!r in b(lUY or g{)ods, for n')1 eo)b'acing Ol!r 

faith arad wOlfhip. Ifth~y ~f~ pt'!tua(~c:J ,hal lhe.y 
pl~aft Gad ;n ot>ferv ing the r it..-s of 'heir OWfi l~(lU fl. 
try, and ,hat th~y fha.lI ()htaio happinttfc; t)y thac 
means, they are (0 be let[ unlQ God and (~~mtrlvrs. 
l,ct UI trace tbis matter (0 the bottom. 2-bus il i,r. 
An i~oDlid~rable aJ:1d weak nu.mber of chrlitlantJ, 
deftilUUt o{ every thingt arrive in a pagan country. 
:rWO fQfcigncrl bef~~ ~h~ ~Ilba~i,ants, by lath~ 
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bow~ls of humanity, that tljey would fuccoor them 
.-jih the n'eceffaries of l1fe. Thule lJ~ce1farjtA i,e 
@iytn ·them i 'haBitations ale gran~d; andtb~J ··tl1 
jrJin to.~dher •• o.d sr·ow .. u~ into OO~ body of peo­
'pl~. I~ne chrlftllD rtllgton by thlt m'ra'fts takes 
TOOt in lhat tountry, ana fprcads itfttf; but clots 
tJor fuddenl), ~rOw 'h~ arongefi:. Whilt: th-i'n@i ate 
in lhii conditiOh, p~t. friendlhip, tajrh, InCl 'e­
~ual.jaRict, are prcftiy~d IDlooglt lh'em. At 
lel1grh II\? mtgiitrare btco~es a cbriftiin, atId "by 
that means tbeir party b~comes tbe ftlOft pOvVetfol. 
Then 'itnm-edia'tel"y all compaCls are to tie bioke1t, 
~~i ~ivil right-, to be v~olartd, tflat -ido11ri'y mly ~e 
t_tirpa-taJ'; aud tlftlefl (h~ '",n~oCent pigint, ftrift 
tIb·fi.r·.tr~ ~ the -rulei o(-rquity and ot the Iii. of 
narure, ~nd no ways "oJfedamg 3gain~ .the Ian' df 
I~ focielY, I fay unk'fs tlrey ~'11 fOffake _it an­
~jtn' ttligion, and embtaCt a new ail~ (tra~e ent, 
r~el' a~1 (0 be turntd OUt of the "anda u.d 'p(,fftm~fts 
of thtlr fotetlthetl, aod pefbapt dtPti.~ of life it 
·f~rf. ThtD at Jlft it appeal1 _flat zeal for tfile 
dnlrch, loibed .. iib the defih~ of ~ is ca}T.l ... 
':tIc ~o p'rOd\ie, j and he. tifitj the pf~lenc~ bf ft-
'Ilg~on, rer~ fot a cloik to C'Qvetoufftta\, t.pitie 
She! llaD8b~;. . 

Now ."ofOei~; Maintains tfiat idolAtr, il t~ t;e 
;oOtrtl om &f any -place by laws, puni'ih'm~nti, lire, 
and rwotd, nla, appty ("hi; ft-ary to ft;'~J.f. For 
thtr~afoh of tlie thJr\g is fquilf bOth In Turkey, 
Amerita, a"d ~ur(jak. And n~l\her pagans thee, 
nl)r ~riY aitrcfttlb'g 'ch'r'ifti~ns here, ca'" *i',h an", right 
~ dep.~i9Cd of ib~tr w:o~ ldli 8,1(;d, :. nor afe an, 

cWiJ 



[ 44 1 
ciYil rights- to be either changed or violated upon 
accotJlM of religion in one place more than another. 

But ;ti,u,I" (fay fome) is "ji", and therefore not 
to lie ,,/trilled. If they faid, it were therefore to be 
.'UtJitllJ; the inference were good. But it does not 
follow, rhat becaufr it i. a lin, it D.ught therefore to 
~ punifhed by the ~Igiftrlte. For it does not 
beJong ~nlO tbe magiftrate to make ufe of his (word 
in punilhing every thing, indifferently; that he takes 
10 be a fiD againft God. Co,etoufnefs, ill1l)eniten. 
e't uDcharitableaers, and mlny other chings are &OSt 

b, tbe confeDt of .11 meOt which yet no man e~er 
llid "ere to be pUDifbed b, the magi8r lte. The 
reaf6n i •• beelure che, are Dot prejUdicial to other 
ateDi righu, . nor do the, break the public peace of 
-tcda. Na" eyen the fins of lying, and perju­
ry, are DO where punifhable b, J.w'i unlc(s in 
certain cafe., in .hlch 'he real turpilude of the 
IhiDg is ewideDt, and where tbe oift'nce ag_i.DO: God, 
are Dot eDnfidered, but only .hl injul-, done UDlO 
Our neighbour.. iDd to the cOll14DOnwrallb. And 
-bit if in InOther countr,. 10. ~g.n prince, ,lie 
chriflian religion teem f.lfe and olenS we 10 God. 
ma, Dot the chriftians, for Ihe fame rClfon, and af­
ler .he fame minner, be r:rlirpared lhrre? 

But it may be urged further, ,1J~1 ", 'N _ " 
Mofel, Id./Mws fIJItY I, II rtJIJ,d (Jill. True iDdud. 
by rhe law of MtJ/l1 : but that is DOl obligator, 10 UI 

chriftians. No bod, prettnds th~t eget, thiog ge­
nerally, enjoined by the J~. of MiJ/ts, ought fO be 
pr,aifed by ehrili.a.. But there is nOlhing more 
f:i,oJous thaD thlC common difti.laioD of .IW~, 
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j.Jitial aad ("."";al law, .~ich mea ordinarily 
make ufe 01. For no pofirlge Jaw, whatfoeget. 
~.n oblige any ~ple, but ,bore to whom it i. gitt­
en. II,., 0 /frMI J~ fodicieotly..eRrain. the obIiSI .. 
tion of ,be law of M,/iJ onlJ to ,hat people: and 
this confideration alone i. anfwer rooup unro 
Ihofe ,ha' urge ,be autborit, of the ).w of M./ts, 
lor tbe in8iciiDI of c_pirll p~nifbmeDII upon idol­
.'erl. But however, I will fXlmine thi •• rla-
ment • little more p_rticularly_ -

The care of idOlafers. io refpe4 of the , __ 
tommonwealtb. faU. under a double confldention. 
The &rft il. of thore who, beinl initialed in the 
M./llie4/ rilei, abd made citizeol of lbar common­
wealth, did afler •• rd. apol.,;··: frOID die -.olihip 
of rbe God of I{rllli. Thefe -ere proceeded .. inti: 
a. trai(orsl aad rebels. guile, of no Jeri thaD lip 
Irlll/_. For lbe ~omcbOll __ lcb of lbe ,,.,, dlf. 
feren, in IblC from all GIbers, it •• abfoJute n.. 
er., I DOt •• thete or could there be, any differ­
ence bel" .. that commonwealth and lbe church. 
The Ia •• eftablitbed tbert conterniag tbe worthip 
... ODe iD.iB~1e Deit" _re lbe el'Uil liliiii of IIIIt 
iJeoplt, aDd • pare of dleir 1'lill'lIl IrtII'..",,; in 
which G~ hirnfelf.1I 'he Argin.lor. Now if_Of 
one caD die. me -here ,here is a commonwealr". 
at Ibi, rillJr, confti,uted upon char foundation,-I 
will acknowledge that the ecele&aftical Is," do 
there UDltoidibl, become a part of the em'i and 
Ibat the fobjea. of tbat governmeot borb tna" .1Id 
ought to be kept ;0 ftria: conformity .ilb 'hac 
thurch, bJ the ,ltJIl /JIIfIJW-. But cbert is a&l(olalc-J, 



----
[ 46 ] 

.J-, DO Curb tbing, under the gofpel, as . a chriftian. 
cornmonwfal~h. Thtre ar~~ in~ted, (nany citre. 
aDd k&n,dQms th~t have pro(tlTcdly 'e'tnbtac:~d ,he 
hitb 01 thrift; but they have retained tb~ir aD· 
~ien~ form pf goye.n~en(; with whittJ th~ law of 
Cbrift bath Dot ~t all nl~dd~ect. Hi, indt~d, hatb 
~ht mea how, by fait~ and 8000 wor 'ks, they 
~i, al,aiD rt~r!i41 iiie. Bur he inftitured no corn • 
.,o.w,alth. jJ, prercribe~ unto hit fc)llowers n,a 
~'iar form a! go.ern~nt • n~r PU! hi t~e fword 
~ •• Dr m •• ftralcls hand, with ~Otnml$oD Ib 
.te •• of it ~n forcing men tq fo~.fak'e "their for~ 
_~!lbion aad rec:c~ ~e /tis. 

_. ,/orei~er~~ jod fuch as .ere ftrangers 
19 ~ .".,_""iJib of 1{r~,Z. were not c·omptlltd 
M force 10 obferve the rius of the MDfailili 1_ ••. 
. ,~ on the coptraty, in the YCry fame place, .,here '* is ~"'rfdt Ihat lin l/t!l;t/ili, I"IJI was IIi ,J,I.iw.iJ 
~U III ,.~,. .tllb, there it is provided. rbit 
.J'""JjJ..u 8111 je. flexet! ",r opprtJiJ.. Ex~. _2. ,Q, 11.. I confers, that ,he· feven naHon.s, 
... pDfti:ft Ike land w:hi~a was p,amif~d ·to tbe .f­
"lira. were uEterlJlo be cu~t off. aut 'lij~ ,,~S, 
1IOt.6a&1, bee.pfe tbey ~ere idolat~r.. .'or, if 
__ ~ been the reafon I wby were ,he M~;it". 
"'" OIber o_ti9DS to be Spared? No~ 'he re.ron is 
tbil. God bei~g in a peculiar mannerlne king Of .'"s; he C8t.lld DC)( fuLf-er lh~ adpriti9n of an·y 
9&hcr ·Dei", (w.hicJi "IS. properl, an .• et 6f fl~&h 
.,eafoD. ap!nfthimfclt) in the I .. n~ ofCil",,~#, ~h~~h 
was .JI.I kJaadom. . PDr fuc~ !l manJfcft re,v,ole 
~ouW DO 'way. c~ft wIth hi. dominion .bj~ 
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,,~s R(r(~ly politicaL. in thct Couhtry.. All idOi­
aer, was rhereiore to be roored {Jut or the bouad$ 
of bjs kingdom; b~c3ut~ ie was an ackt09;1rd8~ 
m~n[ (~f another Goti; that is to Cay\ aoo(het tiat ~ 
aga.inl\ {oe laws of h.s etnplre-. l'he iQbabltanJe. 
_~ a,lrQ to t}t; (lri"~n out, I~a( t~~ ~n~ire PCflBiQla' 
of the-, I~nd Qlight be gtv~n to th~ ifraelilts. 

Am9nglt fo m.o.y ~aptivrs tak~n~ 10 Inany- nitioa. 
r-eduCed under their ob«fienc(, we find ne\f one ruin 
fQrttd intQ .he Jewifh reli¥.iQn., and lile WOi't.ip of 
Ih( UQ( God ; and p~n!fhcd ,tor idO,Lurr i 'ho~h 
211 of th,.,n wtr~ certaloly gUilty of Jt. ~t aDY o. 
ind~~(jt b,corJ)ing ,a pro'(ly~e. qe.f1rt4 (0 ~, ma;le • 
cit;2~.n. of lh~i.r ~Oq1monw~al'~t. he was obliaeo I~ 
f~b{llit un~o their Ja~s; thar .s~ [0 emhra(e tbelr 
rrli8ion. But this he did Willingly, on his own le­
c;urd. Got by (onitraiQf, an~ f<;lJlicllcd tOr it.s , 
privJl~8e , ~ntj as fQOn _~ he was admltred~ he be. 
came: l"tJj,a to the I~ws q( the c.Qm~on'Neahb, by 
which :all 'iQula[ry' was for bldd~n wi(h'il1 [h~ bcHderr 
rA the land of Canaan. ~ut. th.~t law ("as I have 
(.,<1) did not reach tQ allJ of tho(e rtgions; hnweyer 
luQj~Ctt=d unto the J~ws~ tbat wcre fituatto WllbOtlc· 
lb·)te bQ\Jnds. . 

'rhus, far ~oncern;r.~ outward 91otthip. Let u. 
now confider arlic/t$ ill faith. 

The Pt;CHJ Qf r~1 :glvn ~r~ fome of l hem pra!litllt, 
and fO~Qe JP~,~14Iiv(~ NQw, thoug,h btl(h lort' 
confi~l: in the koo"l~d@e qf t~ij~bt y.e~ tr.~.le {emliu.t.. 
.(~ 6CJlply in I.he "'Jlde.rt.lafld.!o~, t~Q~e irift.ueftc.: thli 
"IU and ~nn~rs. Spcc\l)at.v~ opl.o-aons; tberefore, 
Iftet .,iJiu. I/1';/i '( a·_ me)' ire carled) &:annOl bet 
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impofed _ aD1 church by the )~\V of the land, 
For it is abfurd chat things fhould be enjoined by 
Ia"s, which are noc in mens power to perform. 
Aod EO belicge cbis or thac to be 'rue, does nOI d(­
pend upon our will. But of ,hi. enough has bren 
6id already. But ("ill fome fay) let men at leart 
proferl lha~ the, believt. A JV;et1 "lig;'. i.deI4, ,., -/i,lS "" " 1'lIlill both to God and maQ. If 
abe IDlglftrate tbinks to favc= men thu,. he Crems to 
uDderl.nd little of tbe way of falvllion. And if 
lie does it Dot in order to faye them, why is he fp 
fOllicitous about the ar,i~lcs of faith as to cnaCllhem 
b,.I.w l 

Fwt.. The M8g1ftrafe ought not to forbid 
die p~bjnl or profeSing ot any (peculaliye opi .. 
0_ ia 10, ,burch, bccaufc \bey have no msnner 
of rel.cion 10 the Ci9il rights ot tbe fUbje8s. If a 
Roman Catholic believe Ip., to be really the body 
01 Chril. which anolher man calls bread, he doe. 
DO injury thereb, to hi!: neighbor. I t a Jew do not 
bcl~.e rhe New,elameoc to be the: word of God. 
he doea not chcreb, ,Irer any thing in mens ciVil 
rilbt.. If a heathen doubt of both telaolents, he 
il Dot therefore to be punithed &I a pcrniciol.ls C;[j,., 

Mn. The power of the magiftrate, and l~ eftate~ 
of the people, may be equall, fecurt', whelber an, 
mao _I~.,e thefe things or no. I rradily grane. 
dI" daefe OpiDJODS are f,lrc at abfurd. But ,be buli • 
• faDf law. ie DOt to provide: for 'he croth of opin i .. 
ODI. bQl for ,fie fatet, aad fccurity of the com. 
IIlOIIwealda, and of e,er, panicular Dlanl goods 
_ perfql!! ~~ fg!, !!US~~ S2 ~~ For trud~ 
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certainly would do well enou~h, if IRe were o"ce 
left to (hltt tor herftlf. She f~ldom has receiged •. 
and I fear ne.er will rec~i .. e, much aRiftance from 
the civil power. She is noc taught by law" flor 
bas the any need of force ro procure her entrance in. 
to the minds ot mrn. Error. indeed prrvall b~' the . 
• mft.nee of ~oreign and borrowed fuccors, But if 
tru~b makes not her war into the underLtandiog by 
her own light, (he will be but the .eaker for any 
borrowed force. violence cannot add to her. Thu. 
much for r~culative opinion.. Let us now pro­
ceed to prflfli'''l onts. 

A lOflli Ii/I, in .hic:h conlifts not tbe leaR: part of 
religion and true piety, ftrengthenl alfo the civil 
government i and in it Ilel religion and Clyil fatc:ty. 
MfW.t I'll;,,,, beloDllberefore to the jurifdiaio~ bo,~ 
of the outward and inward, both of t~e civil and 
domeftick ; I mean, a good lif~, the evidence of 
religion, wbich will at leaft include civility. Here 
therefore is gre~t danger. Iraft one of thrte jurifdic­
tions intrude upon 'he: other, and difcord .rife be­
(\teell the kecpc:r of ,he public peace, and ,be law, 
of the chsrch. B~c if what has been already faid 
concerning the limirs of bOlh lho"fe govcrnn)~n(s b. 
rigbll, coufickccd, it will eaGl, remove all difficul,y 
in [his matter. 

Every man ba, an immortal foul, capable of 
eternal happinefs or mifery; whole happinefs de. 
~Dding upon his believing. It follow.from cbenc" 
1/1. That tbe oblervancc of th~re things is fb, 
higheal: obligation thllr 'ies UpOD maokind,aDd (lI_t 
!ur ,UlIlOft care ad L ... ~IH:C, oUlhc '0 be dcr~if~ 
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in the f~arch and perforrpance of thtm; becaufe 
Ihere is nOthi~g in th.5. world lhat is of ~ny confJ .. 
deration in comparifoD wjlh eternity fpent in the 
worfhip of God. 2dl].. That feeing one man does 
D,b~ violate the right of another, b.y b.is erroneous 
opinioDs, and ulldae manner of worfbip, nor is his 
per~ition any wa, prtjudjcia~ to other mens aff~i,s , 
therefore 'he care of each m~ns falvation helongs 
o~l)' to hi(nf~lf. But I would not ~.ave {hi~ ~nder­
flood, as if I mtant h!re.by to coqdema all charita. 
blr admon"irians, and aWed ion~tt endeavors (eJ reduce 
~en from errors i which are indeed t~e grtalell 
duty of I chrift:i.~ Any o~e mar employ as many 
rxhorratjons ~dd arguments a. he pleafel, toward's 
tbe p~moling of another man'~ falvltion. B\l l all 
f~rce' and comp~ifioo are to ~e forborne ~orhlng 
j~ to bedonecompulfively. No body is obliged in 
that matcer JO Ylela obedi~nce un~p the a~moni(ion$ 
or injunal~n~ of ~nothtr, fur!htr than he himf~'f ~$. 
perluaded. ~yery n}~n, in [l1at~ has the luprefl1e 
and abfolutc authority of judging for himfe:lf. And 
t~e rrar~n IS, becaqfe DO ~c"?dy eIre i$ concerned to ir, 
nor can receive an)' prt-judice from his conduct . . ~ . 
therelD. I 

But btfides their fouls, which are imlnor'.', nl~n 
~~vc: alio their lempor~1 lives her~ uIJon ~arlh t the 
ftare whereclf being trail and ftc:-e[jr~g, an;.1 tne dura. 
lion uncertain i they have n~r~ of "Ieve!'al OUt''''ard 
cODYeniencel to the fupp(~rt I~.ereof, which are [0 be 
procured or prefervtd by pain. an" induftry. But 
tile depr~.ity of ~ankiDd bel.ng tu~h~ ~"aJ ~hey ~ad 
!~tb~~ inJurlouOy pte), u.poa lhe fruits of other men. 

· .. labour.~ 
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Jaboti-r'9--. tban take paIns ro provide for th~mfeJ."rs " 
the necrffity of p,cfervin'g mei) in the po1feffion of 
wbclt honeft induftry ha1 already ~cquirrd j and illfti 
of preferving their liberty and ftrciJgth, wbereby 
they n.ay acquire whar tbey further want; obliges 
m~n (0 en[\!r Into fociet)· with one another; that b; 
'mutual affiaance, dnd joint force, they may (eeura 
unto each other their properties, in the ihings _tbat 
Contribute to the comfol.t and happinefs ~f this life. 
Irav-;ng in the mtln while io c=very ~an the rare of 
his own eternal happintti, the altainmerit "hereo; 
can neither be faciliated by another man's iridtiftry, 
nor can the lora of it tarn to anOt~er man's hurtt 
nor the hope of it be forced rro~ him by in; ex­
rernal violc~~~. Bue forafmuch 'as men rhus enter':' 
iog into roti~(ir'i, grounded 'upon their mutual 
'colnpads Of idtftaricr-, tor rhe d~fence of their tetn. 
poral good., may nev~rthelefs be deprived of lfien;~ 
either by the rapine and fr,atJd of their fellow cit.l~ 
zens, or ~J the hO,fttle violt:oce of foreigne;s; ~be 
remed, of tfiis evil contini in .rms, rlcbrs, af~d ~ 
muliilude of cit:zens -; [he remed, of tbe other in 
laws; and tbe care of all things .elating boih '0 the 
one and the other, is c(~mmit[~d by I he focieE; to 
ttae ·ci .. iJ Ihag,ltrare. Thi's is th~ origill~Jt this is the 
wfe arid thele are 'he j(Junds 9i Ihe Jeg,fiaclve power, 
in every common\9~alth. I mr.-n, thar prov,fion 
a.ay ~e madt for Ibe ftctJril1 of rach mants privale 
IJotfcmuns; for tbe pt'atr., rtChes, Ind public COOl .. 

modi(jes of lbe whole ptopJet and as muc.h as PC),:, 
fible, lor the increaft= oi ,bet' inward 1\i ena1h,againtt 
foreign iovahs. 
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The(e things being thus fl(plained, u fJ eafy to 

underftand to what end the legi~tive power ought 
10 be dirtlted, and by what meafurea regulated i 
and that is the lemporal good and outward prof~. 
tiEY of the facier)" which is the fote reaion of merit 
entering into fociety, and tbe 0&11y thing they feek 
and aim at in it. And it is alfo evident what liberty 
remains [0 men in reference to their eternal falvation _ 
aDd thac is, that everyone fhQuld do what be in hi$ 
confcience is perfu~ded to be acceptable [0 the .IiI .. 
might" OD whole good pleafure and acceptance 
depends his eternal happinefs. For obedience is due 
in the irft place to God, Ind afterwards 10 Ihe 
I • .., •. ' 

But fome ma, alk, Wblll if IN "'.ifJ'~I' jJtmll 
_joi" "., lhi", h his atb,,;I, Ib~1 1lPP''''s •• klwllil 
II 'hi ,,,,ftil1ltl.J "'l'ifJall P"jIJ" 1 I anfwer. ThaI: if 
Fyeromcnt be faithfully adminiftered, & (he coun­
leis of lhe magiftr.,e be indeed diretled to the pubJi~ 
loed, rhi. will feldom hapfXo. But if perhaps it do fo 
fallout I I fay, thl' fucb a private perfon is to ab­
ftain from the .aion ,tbat be judges lawful; and 
~e il to uf)dergo the punifhmenr, which it is not 
unjuft for him to bear. For lhe private judgllleo~ 
of ID, perron concerning a law enafted in political 
matten, for the public good d~s ~Ot rake away ahe 
obligation of tblc law, nor deferve _ difpenfation. 
aUt if tbe la. iDdeed be concerning lhlogS thlt lie 
mOl within tbe "erge of the mlgiftratc's authority ; 
(as for eZlmple, tbat ,be people, or Iny party a­
IDODal them, filould be compelled to rmbrace a 
I,aup rdision. aad ;oia in lhe worfbip and ~erc~ 
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Qlonies of another church,) men art Dot in thefe 
cates obliged by thac law, ag~inft' their confciencel. 
For the political (ociety is inft:tutr::d tor no other 
end but only to fecure eve,y ~an·s po~effion of the 
things of this lift. The care of e~t;h ~an's foul. 
and of the things of heaven,. wtIich ~either does be­
long to the commonwealth, nor ~an ~ l""i,ll.,tl to 
it, is left e~tire~y to e.~ry mans EeJf.Thul the 
fafeguard of mens lives, and of the things that be. 
~ong unt~ 'hi.s life, is the bufiners of till: ~mmon­
wealth i and th~ prcf~rving of thole things ~nto 
their owners is the duty of the magiftrate. And 
i~erefore th.<: m,giftrate ~anDO' cake .WAf thefe 
worldly things from Ibis man, or party, aDd give 
t~em t!l ~bll/; n,or change properly amongl fel .. 
~w fubJcCts, (ng g,ot even by la~) for any caure 
chat has' no relation to the en~. of civil g09crnmeoE • 
I mean, tor their religion; which ,,~ctherlit be rrueor 
falfe, does no b~rt to tbe world·ly ~ODcernl of 'heir 
fcllo.-fubje~s, whi~·h are ,~.e '.hings th,at only belong 
unto the c.tre of the commoDwealth. 

Bul .bal if Ih, magijlrllli /JI/iW' fi«b • IIIfII ~ lhis 
I, II, /" tbe puillit '1If"~ 1 I anfwer ': As 'he p:i9ate 
judgmeDt of any particular perfo,?~ if erroneo~ 
does D~t e~!mv[ him from tbe ob~~arion of taw, .fd 
the prlvale Judgmeo.t (as I m~1 call.I) o~ ,~e maglf­
rrate d~s (lot give him an, new right of impofing 
laws upon his fUbjcBs; which neither w~s ~.I'" 
~DnjI;I.li'" of the government grant~d him. DQr ever 
was in the prwer of Ihe people to grant ; and I~aft 
of all, if he 'make it his bufinefs to earicb aad ad­
"anee his followers aDd fellow.reaariel, "itb tbe 
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rpm&' of others. BIll fllhat ,if the .tJlijlrtJte ~tlitiiJ! 
IlYI h, h,!.l 6 ri,it to "tU~ !It~b !IIWS~ ~"d IbiJl they 
., fw lIN 1*~Ii, ,~.tJ; .. ,,4 his (~ljel!' beli''lJt -I/J, 
rMWIIT] 1 ~b, "1111. Ie jllJgI j,ltott. them 1 I an.~. 
Iwcr, God .11~ne. For thert ;s no judge upon earr h. 
btlwe~O. 'he Supreme ~.igittrale and the pt:ople. 
Gmt.l fa" i. the only Judie in this c;are, who will 
~.ar~ o'nCo eYer, one It. 'he iaft ~ay ~cording to 
hra ~~fert'l ~bat is, .acco~ding ~o ~i~ finceril), and 
DpCtgh~DCls, In. codeawaring tc? .promo~e piety, and 
~ pablic weall~d peace Qf Mankind. Btlt tiJhlli 
,#.Jl if "'ill i. lit _lnDiJi/t' I anfwer: '[be 
pi.DCapal. and .chiet,- care of every one ~Ughl '~. be 
01 hi. bwn foul firlt~ and whicb is ftritlly confideDt 
.~ tbc p~bljc peac~. '. 
. Tbeie tire tWO fons of cODlcftS amonglt men, 
~_Glle .•• ~ged b, I.w, the o~her by force I .and 
., are of tbat ~aturt. rhat where the one end,. 
dae.iwr al.a,1 ~8inl. But it is not my bufin~rl 

, 1O.~ire iDt~ tbe po"e~ 01 the m28it\rai~ 'i~ 'he 
CbtiRDt coolic:ocioos of nations. I d~ly know 
_112' ~{aa1'f happens wbere ~o.lrQy~~fies oarjf~ 
.. i&~ ajod&e 10 determiM them. YOlJ will fay 
' •• 1Ic~aciftrate beiDg 'he ftrbnger will h've his 
-0. ~ carr, his pOint. Without doubt. B~t 
__ quclioa ;. Dol here ~on~cerning tfl-e doubdulnefs 
... e.eM, but the r.l, fit rip/. . ,.*. 

But 10 come to parliclllaf'. I faj, Fir:l. ,no 0.-
p.ie., CODfrarJ 10 ham~B °focietJ, or 10 ,bofe 0)0· 

~ .r~ which-are neceiTary to (be prcferva~ion of 
Q-II ~"J..ate co be tole~rated by ,he maglflrare. 
.... 'h~ft. ·examples -in any church are r~~. 

£.~or 
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tor ~9 fea ~In t~(jly 'arrlYt tli ruch a d'*S'te of ~ad­
ne(s, ~s ~nat it fh"pld ~hin~ fit t~ ~eacn, for doc­
'rln~s of religion,' (\l(~ t~~ngs as m~nifettl¥ pndtr--: 
Oline ttle ()undations of f~Ci~~f, ~~q ~re thttr~fore 
~!)ndemn~ oy th~ juc1gCJ)~nt of ,II f1il~n~ind: be­
e -!l,fe Ih~tr 0,,0 j-u(er~lt, p~ce, r~p~tation.l everT 
rbing, wopl~ t;Je l~ereby tndangere~. 

i\nq!~~r tpO~~ f~r~r ~.·il, ~~~ ~~r~ dapgerous to 
the ~ommQn~~a~th, is, w~~n nl~n arrog~[e t~ ~h~f!l­
Selvts, and tt;) thofe nf ~h~ir owo, f~~, 1,?~~ peculi-. 
~r prerogatiY~, coy.er~q oyer wi[~ a fptcio~s 'jb~w 
of dec~ilf'ul word~, ~ut in tff~a qppofit~ l~l t~e civ­
il right of [ht; comm~nity .. for t~~inpl~. w~ 
~apnOl find ~n, fed lhat tta~h~! ~xpr~fsJv, ~~d o~ 
ptnly, that fT.l!O ar~ ~qt o~~ige~ ~? ~eep ~ ~e.ir pro­
,.ift i that princes (flay be dct~roned .. ~V thpj~ [ha~ 
QiJf~r Ir~m th~m in r"igi(J~ i or _ r ~a, 'h'~ _ ct~n1i~iQlJ 
of ~II (~Jngs belon~s on~, ~o 1/1~~jtl't·~s~ For th~f~ 
th~ngst pr99~re~ '.I)us n~kedly and plainl, ~ w~,:,I~ 
roon dr~. on II}.em \he eye ~~ ~~ndf.Jf ,~~ ~~gif-:­
trlt~, ~n~ a~a~en at' (~e care ot Itl~ ~ommo.n~ealt~ 
JO ~ watchful~efs ag~~nlt (~~ fpre~~ing uf ji? d~n~.~f­
~~s aD tvil. But nev~rthele'~, we ~(Jd ,hofe rh~~ 
lay the I~()}e fhings, in (){h~r words. What ~It~ (iq' 
th~y ,neaq, ~h,? t~~C;~ !pa! f~itp if !Z?1 10 btkept ~1iI~ 
fJtrtl;f~S l Their rpC:~'~J(jg' IS, fhaf (he IJrl·vljt~gc 
ot b.·~aking f~it~ beJon~s .unto l~tllJfel,!!~s: for (~e; 
declar~ all (b.at ~rt; nor (Jf their ~~olll~.nion to ~ 
b~relir;~s~ ~~ ~t I~a~ 'Pay qtcJ~re then) fo wh~nf~ 
~~er l.ht;1 thi~k ~[~ Wh~[ ~~n be. th~ ~~nlng ~f 
their ~~~rtiDg ,har ~i"IS ~~'(J""'I#!.;'fl.JttJ f,rftif t~t;r 
If''''~ iukt11llltHIIIS ~ ~, i~ ~'~CQ' 'bat chef tbert-

·~1 



- .- - .. _.-...,...... 

[ 56 ] 

by .rr~ate unto themfe/ws the po",er of dtpofin§ 
kings: beeaore tbe, challenge the powr.'r of excomp 
~unication, as the peculiar right of rh,eir hierarchy. 
That J"";,,;,,, ;s !o."de4 ill gract, is alto an arrer. 
t~on by which rhofe who maintain it do plainly lay 
~Iaim to tbe potreffion of a/I tbi"ls. For they are 
not fo .anting to themfelves as not [0 profefs~ them ... 
felftS to be (be truly pious and faithful. Thefe 
therefore, who attribute the faithful, religious and 
orthodoz; that is, in plain terms, !:IntQ Ibl1ll!e/v,s • 
an)' peculiar priviledge or power above other mor­
rals, in c:i.il conc:ernrnto[s, Or who, upon pretence 
of religion, do challenge any man~er 01 authorit, 
over ruch as are not aff\leiared with :h~m in their 
ecclefiaftical communion, 1 fay lhete have no right 
to be tolerated in this, by the magiftrate; as nei. 
ther thore who .ill not own .nd [each the duty ot 
tolerating all men in matters of mere religion. For 
what do all thefe and the like dotlrines fignify, but 
that __ hofe men A1a~, and are ready upon any Deca­
Jion to feize the government, and poff~rs themfelves 
of the eftale! of their fello,,-fu?jeas; and that (hey 
only afk leave to be toJrrated by the milgiflrace fo 
long, until lbey iad thecnfelvcs ftrong enougb to 
elft:tl it ? 

Arm,.; that church can have no right to be to­
lerated by the magiftrattt ' which is confliluted up­
on fueb a bottom, that all thofe who enter into it 
do thereby, ipfo laO" delivt:r t~emrel"es up to the 
protetl:ioo and tervice of another elrthly prince. 
For by this means the magiftrace would gi"e .way tel 

_be Cec,liaS o~ ~ !~rci8D j u~~f~!~!~~ ~D ~!a ~WD COU~ 
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try, and (uffer his own people lobe lifted, u ~ 
were, for loldiers againfthis own g0gernment. Nor 
dots the frivolous dlftinCliun between the court and 
the church afford any rem(dy to this inconvenience. 
efpecially when both the one and the other are 
equally fubje8 in civil matters [0 the abfolute au­
thority of the fame perWn. It is ridiculous for 1-
ny one to profc:fl himiclf to be a Mahometan 00), 
io his religion, but in every thing tlfe a faithful 
fUbjeB: to a chriftian magiftrate, ~hilft at lb~ rametil214 
he acknowlc:dges himlclf bound to yield blind obe­
dience to the Mufti of Conftantinople i who him­
t~lf is entirely obedient to the OttoOlID emperor. 
and frames the oracles of that reljgion according to 
hi4J pleafure. But thIS M;lhometan living amoog(t 
chrifiian~t would yet more apparc~lly renounce 
their government, if be acknowledged the Callle 
perfon to be held ot hi~ churcn who is ,be fuprcq 
nlagiltrate -in ,he ftat(. 

It remains th.t I fay (omething conc.~ning thor. 
afremblics, which being vulgarJv callrd, nvrfericI 
of fi6Cl.ions and fedl t ions, arc: tho't 10 aWord lh. 
tlrongell Ol.Cler of obj~aion agaioft this doB':ine of 
toleration. But Ihis hal not happened by an, thine 
peculiar unto th~ ~nius ot fuc:h .1fcmblits, but by 
the lInhappy ci(cumllapces of an opprttred liberty. 
Thtfc: aCC\llatlOOa woufd foon Ct~lc. if [he law of 
toleration were once fo (cclled, tha, all c (~chel 
were obliged to lar down toleracioo a, the tounda. 

~tion of their own li~rty t and teach tbat )i.~rty of 
confcieDce .1 every man's natural right. tQ \'ally br. 
lonSlDi co JU/inl"1 as to tbclDfclvCI; aD.J lhac n~ 
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body ought to be compellc-d '" mar.ters of religroc? 
tither bv Jawor force. The. cfiabllfb T~ent of thi~ 
on~ th;ng would talte away all ground of complaints 
and tumul(s uf)sn ClCCOU1[ of conrci~nct. An(i 
thefe caufes of djfcon'~nts and animofities betn~ 
once removed., there would remain notbi .. g In rhfie 
alft!mblies that were no, m()~e pe~cable, an(i If(s 
apt (0 prclCluce di{1uruaC1ce ot flate-, th30 in any o~ 
ther meetings y.hartaever. But Itt t.s txafnine pa[~ 
ticularly the heads of there accufarions. 

You'll fay, That (lLTem~'ies and ",eelings endanger 
tbe puhlic ptllCe, lJ,zti tbf'ealen '~e cO"'tr.~nwtQllb. f 
anfwer: It this be fO t why arc: (At're duily furh nu­
nlerous mr~rings in markt'fs, and c()urtS ('I judie.,. 
ture! and a concflurfe ()t pe(lple :n cities iutfc:rt~ ~ 
You'll reply; thefe are civIl aff~mhlif's; bue rhof.t 
(hat we" obj=tl againft drt: rcclt:fiaftlcal. I anfwrr : 
'[is a ),kely thing ind~td, that fuch ail't-rr.birrs as are 
alrogether reolote from civil aff.lir~, ihould be moft 
ilpt [0 rmbroil (},em. Bur it ~ill h~ u rg~d ft i if, 
that civil ,alf<:mbiies arellpen~ afld fr~t tor anyone 
to enter into; where2s relieioo3 conv~ntjcl~s afe more 
prival~, and thereby give cppOrtllolty tu cJ~ndf1-
tine machinations. I aofwer, that this;J n~t flri[l~'Y 
trUl: for many civ ~i aJfenlbl;eg 31 e not op~n (0 ~V~­
t y on ~ • And j f f n fT\ ere I i t~i 0 tl S mee ( j n gs be p r i va {t" , 

. who are they ( I brie-each you) (hat are to be hl]~:­
ed ftJ~ ic? Thofe rhat defire, or thule that t()rbid 
thtir being public? A gain; you'll fay, lhac re­
ligious communion does excrtdingly unite nlens 
minds and aff~ion! to one another. and JS therr· 
fore the more dan~erous. But if this be 10, ~hy 

11 



is not the mag;ftrate afraid of his own church; and 
why does ht! not forb!d cheir attemtllies, as thioczs 
dlngerous to his governrn~nt? You'll (ay, _b~­
caule: he himi~lf is a parr, and even ,he h.-ad of 
them. A~ if he wer~ no, alfo a part ot the conl.., 
mar-wealth, and the hrad at tbe: whol( people. 

L~[ us therefore deal plainJy. The magillrate is 
afr~id ot oth~r churches, but not of his O\YO; bt­
cautc: he is kind and f4vou i able (0 [he one, buc it" .. 
vt:rc: and cru(1 (0 (ne of.b~r. Cfbfji he trt'ats like 
childre:" and iAdulges lbtm eVen to wantonnefs: 
tboft he ures as tl.lves. and b(,lW blarr,~lefsly fotver 
(h~y d~(nean lht'mieives, r~co~11pen1ts them no 0-
I herwife ,han by prilon~, confil('a,ions, and death. 
'TbeJe he chcra(bes anrl dc::jc:-nds : '1 htJe ht: £ont:nu-illy 
1c.ourges and 0l-,preffes. L~( lii!n lurn the tablrs : 
or Ict lhofe diJf~nters tPjoy but ~h~ falT.e privilt~es 
in clviis as his Other fuhjttts, and be will quickly 
find lhal thtie: reiigiou$ nlttrings will be no junger 
oaogerous. for ii rntn enter into tcditiodS COD­

Ipir: ;rs, ',is 80t religion lh,t infpires them to it in 
,be •• meetings i but their fuffc:rings and opprefficns 
'hac make them willing (0 eaie themfelves. J utt and 
~oder3,:"~ governments are eyery "here quiet, evtry 
where fatt. But oppreffion raift:s ferments, and 
make$ men ftruggle '0 cali off an 9neafy ~nd ty ran ... 
nical yoke. 1 know rhat fedJtio,tls. are v~ry fre­
quently raifed, upon pretence of religion. But '(is 
as true that, tor rtligiol1 t fObjetls ale fr t q u~iJtly ill 
(rtattd, and live milcrably. Believe Olt', lh~ fiirs 
tbat are mad~ proceed O.O.l ff Oln aoy peculjar tem per 
&.f this or .that ~~~rclt OJ ri!ligious focitty ; bu~ fiO rl 
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the common difpofition of all mankind. who whet 
chey Iraan uDder any heav y burthen, endeavour nalv .. 
I'all, co fbake oW-the yoke that galls their necks. Sup­
pofe thi. buRnefs of religion wtre let alone, and 
Iblt there were tome other diftinC!lion Irlade bet ween 
men and men, upon account of their different com. 
plexion., fbapes and features; fo that tbofe who 
h.ve black bair (for esampie)pr grey eytl, fhould 
DOt enjo, the rame priviltges as other citizens i 

that they fhould DOl be permitted either to buy or' 
fell. or live by their aIling., can it be doubted 
IMIt tbefe perron.. thus diftinguitbed from other • 
., the colour of lbeir hair and ryu, and united tOe 
pliler by one common pertccucion, .ou!~ be as 
dlllproul to tlae'magiftrlre, a.an), olber. that had af. 
fOciated lhemfeivel meerly upon the account of reli. 
aioe• Some enter iDIO CO"'PI!lY for Irade and pro­
fie: other., for w.ftC oj bu6nrfs, have their clubs 
for clarret : , neighbourhoods join fome, and religi­
GIl other.. But there i. one onl, thing wlaich Ba­
thers people into fedicioul commotK.n., and Ihat: is, 
~PPRISSION. 

You'll fa,; whit. ",ill you hive peopJe meet" 
lJi9_ fer9ice .,.IIft till fIIIlgijl""lts fllill , I anrwer I 
~h,. I pray. Igalnft his will? ·Is if not both I.w­
ful IDd Deceifa" that the)' thould meet? Againtt 
Is. will, do 'OD fl, P That's what I complalo of. 
(rhat i. the yer, roor of all the mifcbief. W b, 
are aifemblies Ids fufFerable in a churcb thaa in • 

i muket P Tbofe chat meet there are not more vi· 
r eoul, or more turbulflnr, Ihln thofe that meer eire. 
~berc. Take IWI, the partiality cbac i. ufcd· tow­

ards 
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ards them in matter. OfcolDDlon righe; cha. the I 
Jaws; take away the ptnaltjes unto whicb they are ~ 
fubjetled; and all tbing. will immediatel, become 
fafe aDd peaceable. Nay. thofe ~hat arc averfe (0 

rhe religion of ,he magiftra't, .ill t,biok Ihemfelyes' 
fa mucb the mare bound (0 ll)aiDCain ,be peace of 
the commonwealth. al: eheir cilnditioD il better in 
tbat place thlD elfe-here., and all the (evttral con­
~r8ItiOD~ like fo many· gua,di-.oJ of the' public 
peau, will watch one aDOtber, th~ nothing may 
be chaoanJ in the fot:m: of ,he &Oyernment: be­
elufc they CaD hope for noth.in§ beEter ,biD wbat 
they alrad)' enjo,; IMe it. a.D tqull condition 
witb their fellow fubje&t. _de't ajuft and modo­
fate gowernmeftt. NtJw if tbtl churcht. which a­
grtes i, religion with the prince, be efteemed tbe 
clUef fupporl of In, ei.ill-Q,·e,~enrt Ind· that for 
no other reafon tb~ beelule. ,be prioc:e is kind, aDd 
tbe law. "C fayorable to ic • how much Ire,let 
will.~ the fecurity of agovernmmr,. where _II good 
fubjea.. of wbatfoe.er church thry be, witbout a. 
ny diftioaioQ upw» account of religion ... enjorinl 
the fa~e favour of the prince, and the fame hene-
fit Qf che laws, fball become 'he common fupporc 
and guard: of it, and wbere none wilJ.have any oc­
a60n to fear the feycrilY of the laws, but thore 
thlt do injuries 10 their neighbors, and otTend a· 
gainft ebe civil peace l 

That we m3Y draw towards a cODclufion. The 
f.,. ./ .11 we drive at ii, IblJl ~w, l1IillI tIIII1l1ljll1 
Ibt /"." righls ,1M, (Jr, ""nlttl 10 IIthlrs. Is it pcr­
'Ditted to worthip God In the Roma" manDer l Lee 

it 



it be permitt~ fO do it .n the Geneva form alfo. I, 
it permitted to fpeak Latin in the oJarket-pJace ? 
Let thofe [hat have a mind to ie, be permitted 10 do 
it alfo in the church. Is it lawfui for any mao in 
his own hou(~, to kneel, ftand, ftc, or ufe any other 
poRure; and to cloath himfelf ia white or black. 
in ihort or in long garments? LeE il not be made 
unlawful to eat bread, drink wine, or wafb with 
Water. in the ~h·urcb. 14 a word, whatfoever 
tbings are left free by law in the common occafioDt 
Df lite~ let them remain free unto eyery church in 
divine worfhip. Let no man~s life', or body, or 
houfe. er eftate, fulfer any m~nner of evij upon tbefe 
accounts. Can you allow of ,~ PrcfbYlorilD dif­
ciplioe ? Why fhould not 'be Epj{copal al10 have 
what they !,ke P 

Ecciefiafticil aften;blin, Ind (ermons, Ire juftifi­
able by daily rxperiencr., and public allowance. 
~befe are allowed to people of fame one perlua6oD, 
wh, not to all i.. It any ching pafs in a religious 
meeting fed:tiouO" Ind contrary to tbe public 
peace-. it is to be puftl~t!d in the fame manner, and 
no otherwiCe Ihan it it had bappened in 3 fair or 
marker. Thefe meetings ought not to be fanaua­
ries for faEtious fellows; nor ought it to be lefs 
lawful for men to meet in .hurches than in halls , 
IfOr are one parI of the fubjeCls [0 be efteemed more 

~ blameabJt; for their filterIng ttlgelt.er ,han another. 
~Every one is 10 be acccu.otable for his own atli .. 
~ons ; and no man is [u be liaid under a tufpicion or 
odiunl, for the fauJt of an.other. Thore that are 
~1tdi'ious, murdcTt'fs, thieYt:s 1 robbers, adulterers, 
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i1anderers, &c. of whatfoe.er church, wheth~t na­
llooal or noc, ought to be puo·lrbed and fup~reff~d. 
But (hQfe whore word) and attions are peaceabl~, 
ought to ~e upIJn rqual terms with their ftJlow 
!uhjeCls. Thus if foiem n atr~mblics, obfervations 
of tt'fti"-l~, pubiic worfbip, be permilteJ (0 ariy 
one Ion ot profr ffors; all [~fe things oug~t to be 
perlTJ;tted to the Preibyteriaos, Independacts, Ana .. 
baptifts, Arolinians, Q.uaker5, and ethers, YJ~th [~e 
tame llberry. NI)·, Ii we may op~nly fpeak the 
truth, and as be('om~s one man to another; neither 
Pagan nor J'!w. eught co be rxcluded i'ron, t.he 
c:vll rights of the comf1lonweaJ{ h, becau.fe of his 
reli-gion. The f!ofpel commands no fuch ithin[l. 
)"he church which jruJgts nfJt thrJji tbal are ri·;lbOUI., 
(2 Cor. 5· 12, '3.) WNl(S it {.ot., And Ihe .com .. 
mW1W~al\h. whilb embraces indtfF~ren,ly all Olen 
tbat are honen, peac~able-, and indufi:-ioul~ rtquir~s 
it no·t. Shall ... e fuffc:r a Pagan to de31 and trade 
_llh U!, and (b .. JI we not fuff~r hin) (0 pray unto 
and worthjp God ? If we allo. the Jews ,to h~ve 
private huy!es and dwellings amongft 'is., why 
fhould \~e nOt allow·them to haye fynagogues? 18, 
chear do,trine Rlore (alit, their worlhip more abo­
mj()abl~, or is the civil peace more endangered b~ 
tb~ir mteting in public rhan ID ,btir priv~tr houfcs ? 
But if the(e [!1ings may be granted (0 Jt:ws and 
}Jaians~ furely the condition ot any _chriftians ought 
not ro be worfe than theirs in a chriftian COJllalOO­

wealth. 
You·Jl fay, perhaps, yei, it ought 1:0 be;, becaufe 

,be, are mere ioclinable: to {.a'ool. I aofwer; is 
Ihis 
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chit'llte (Iult of the chriAian religion? ·If it 'be (0, 
rruly the chriftiao religion is the word of all reliw 
gions, and ought neither to be embraced nor toie­
rated b, any commonwealth. For If Ihis be the 
genius, this the na"ure of lbe c~,riftiln religion, (0 
be turbulent, and deftruflin (0 the civil peace; 
that church itftlf which the masiftrate indulges wiil 
not a'wayl be innocent. But fir be it from us to 
ra, any fuch tbing of that religien, which carrie~ 
the greateft oppofition to cuve[oufocfs, ambition. 
difcord. contention, Ind all manner of inordinate 
de&ra; and is -the moft modeft and peaceable rc:li. 
'sion 'hoat e"ver .as. We muft therefore kek ano .. 
• ber cau(e of Chofe ~"ill that are charged upon reli. 
gion. And if we confider right, we alall fir'" it 10 

coatifl wholl, in the fubjea that I adl [rtarlng of. 
It i. Dot the digerfity of opinions, (which cannot be 
.90ided) bat the refufal of toleration to I hole that 
are of difFerent opinions, that has produced all lhe 
bullies and wars that have been in (he chriftiiD 
world, upon accoant of religion. The heads and 
leaden of tbe church, moved by avarice and infatia. 
blc defire of dominion, making ufe of the immodt. 
race ambition of magiftratel, and the credulou~ 
fuperftltion of the giddy mullitud~, have incrnftd 
and animated chern aga;nft thofe ,that "lifent from 
IhemCelves; by preaching unto tbem, contrary to 
the law. of the gofpel, or the precepts of chari. y. 
thlt fchifmaricb and hereticks are to be rooted out 
of their pofTeffions and deftroyed. And thus have 

, they mixed together, and confounded IWO things 
cbat arc ill thelllfcl~. moft di1fc:rcnr. the ,burch and 

,he 
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'he commf)nwqlth. Now .. if i, 9cr, difti(uk '1( 
Olen p4tiently to fufc:r lbemfcl,Q co be ftripe" of. 
the goods whicb tlley ba,.e got by ebdr boaea ia. 
dp(lrYt and contrl\ry to all ~ I,,,. of "_,, b~ 
hum.n and divine, '0 be dcli,cred laP for. pre, co 
9l h.ef mens ,iolence and rllpioc. efpcc.ll, -hrta 
the, are altogetber blameltf., ,ad ~b't the ~Jt. 
for which they,re tbu. rreased, does DOt 't fU "" 
JOD& t<- tile jurjfdl~ion ot I~e maaiftratt, ·but cJlcirCtt 
I)' co tbe confcjeo,e of eyer, particpl,r maD. for ,lie 
~n~u~ of wbich be is ICC09o(,ble 10 iOO PQly t 
what eire caD be expetkd, b~ thl' tbrfc IJ1e.n, 
orowing weary of tbe evils .,oder whie" r~n Jfbo~ 
Ibould in lbe rod rbink it 1~"(u.1 for cbCIJ1 CO rcO" 
force with force, .nd to def~n~ t~cir "~I"r" riah" 
(wblcb are aot forfc',.ble llpon ~opnt of. tt.ipm) 
"ilb arms as well a. ,he, Cln I TbfC tIli, II .. bcc_ 
hitherto tbe ordiDar, cOlIne ot ,,,iDP, i. ~bund~DII, 
evident in biftor, ~ IPd ,bat it "i,a. coq,iDpc 10 bW 
fo btreaf'~. is but 100 .pp.reot in rea., I, 
can Dot indeed be ocbcr"ife, fa lopS II lbe princip-' 
of perfecucioa for religion fball prcYail, &I ic Jl~ 
4ione hitherto, and fo 10. .. ,bore wbo o\aebt co 
be tbe pret~ber. of ~ and concerd, 01,11 conti. 
aue, with all their art.oct t~Dltb, 10 ~cite • ., 
to arms, aad found 'be crumpet of ",r, auc ''-' 
maliftrates fhopld ChUi futrcr t.re jneendj.ri~ 
.ad dit\~rber~ o~ ~ p .. bli~ pe¥f. might J\1ftly ~ 
wonder~ aJ. If It did ·lJOt Ilppe,r Jb" ,til, ~~ 
been ipyitecl by cbeep uoto , p'r-cicipatioQ of ,"-
(poil, and hlYC therefore 'bo\1ght '" cQ make uCc ot 
e.ir coYCtoufnew aDd pride. .. ~ I'haJby tt 

I jPfrnf, 
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iner~afe their own power. For who does not ire 
rh~t ,heft t~ nIDI are indeed more minift~rs of the 
ioveroment 'th3n minifters of the golprl ; Ind tha~ 
I)y 8~ttering the amhitlon, and favoring the do,ni. 
Jlio~ ot princes and men in authority, [hey end~avor 
\yith all thefr might to promote that tyranny in 'he 
commonwealth, which otherwife they fhould not 
be able to efta~'ifit in the church? This is (he 
~nhappy agree~ent that w~ lee between the church 
and ltate. \\'ht:rt-as it each of them would conlain 
itfel( within'its owo bounds, the one attending to 
the ",orldly welfare of the COCTtmonwealth, the uther 
10 glori'y God, i[ is ifnpeffiole thac any diicord 
fhould ever have happened between (hem. Std" 
pUll bile opprcl:ria, &t. God A lmighty grant, ( 
befeech him, that the gofptl ot' peace olay at 
JeDg(h be preached, and that civil mag!(trau-s 
gro\\-ing more careful to confor m IhtJr own conlci. 
ccnc~s to the law of God, and '~Is loJicitous about 
rhe ~inding of orher· mens confc~fI'nc~s by humafl 
laws, m~y, lIke f~ther~ ot their country, direct all 
their c~nfels and.endea\·or, (0 promote univerlatly 
the civil w.elfare of all their children .. t-xcept onlv 
nf fueh as are ungov~roable, and Injurj.o~s (in civ(i 
matters) (0 their brethren; a-nd tnat all eccJetiatti­
cal men, wbo boall tbeollelves to be the fucc~ffors 
of the apot1:les, walJ.~lng peaceably and modtfily in 
~he apoftl(s fteps. without intermeddling with {late 
aff.irs, may apply ~h~fnfelvf's wholty [0 prOmote; 
,he glory of God & [he ialvation of fuuls. Far,w.tll. 

POSf'SCR1P'T. 
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PERHAPS it may not be .mi~ to idd "a·~few 
things concerning "'re/; and fibif1ll. A Turk 

is 110t, nor can b~. either heretick or fchifrnatitk, to 
a chriftran; and if any man fall ofT ftOm the chrif­
,i,a faith to Mahometifm, he does ftOC tltereby 
become a bererick or fchifmatick, but atl apotlttte 
and an infidel. This riO body doubts of. And 
by this it appears, tltlt men of ditftreftt religions 
cannOt be hereticks or fchifm3ticks to One anolhertp 

We are to enquire therefore what men are ai'~ of 
the'fame r~ligion. "Concerning .bJch it is manifrfr, 
that mofe who have one and the fame rule of falth 
and wor&ip, are of the fame rtligion I ."nd thc;(e 
who haye not the fame rGte of fairh and *or(bip, 
are of-difFerent religions. For fince all thing"s" that 
belong untO tll., retigion, are" contained in ,_ rul~, 
it foilowl necttrarlly, lhlt (hofe \tho agree in one 
rule, are of (ine and the fame retlgien -; and 'Oier 
",erla. Thus Turks al1d Chriftiints a.e of differ., 
ent "religions. btcaute theft (ake the 1'-01" fail)turel 
1'0 be the rule of their retlgion, and 1biJft the 'a Je"Orall. 
And for the fame reafon there may be dif}~r~n' 

. religions alto even amongft Chriftian~. The Pa­
pitts and Ib"e Lutheransf rhoa~h both of them pro­
Jrfs faith in ChriR, and are ,b,t:r~fO:e called Chrlfti-

,. n" ' .. .:" 
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_ yet are aoc both of the fame re1igion, bttau~ 
tlllji Kknowled&e nothing but the holy {criptur. to 
be lbe {ole ~nd foundation of'~ir religioo; l~fjI 
take in .ICo CI&d:ciODI and ,be decrees of popts, a.a 
of all chere topt. make the rule of their religion. 
Aad thUt ehe Cbriftllal of Se_ John, and I"he Lhri(. 
cia"l of GeaeYa; ." of diferent relisiOns; -,~fc 
tIfP lIfo Cake onl, clae !cr~plurc •• and l"li.l knot' 
DOC "b_ 'r~ilioil" for the rule of their rtligion. 

Tbi, beiDa !celled. it fo'lo~~ I FrAt That "hererr 
I, • reparation made ill rc~lcfillical communion 
bet.eeo ... of r. f_ r,Jigio8, iQr rome opinions 
1M) WI, ~lItned ia ,lte rule itf~lt_ A~d ~...,. 
T .. ~1DOD&ft: 'hor~ "ho acpo" •• 801hi. b~, 
the bol, fcriplUft6 10 be ,~cir r\lie of faicb, Jiere(l 
JI ~ icpar.,ion made in lh,ir cbriiian communion. 
for opinioDl DOC contained in the txpref. word. of 
{c'_pr~re. ~o. ,bit {cpar.,ioD ma, be &Dade i •• 
,.alold ~Det. 
- _. WbeD. 'be Irater pare, or the ftroag~r W t 

ef the cburc~ f,pa~ates it(cJf from otbcr~ by ex~ 
tlqdi. 'hem OUC ot her cecnlD~nioa. becl~f~ ~hc, 
will n~c profef. lheir btl~t of" terlain opi.ioni 
-~ich ~re DOC to be lo.net ~n ~he e~pref. w~rdl oi 
fcripcilre. 'or ic i. hOC I_ fc.~fs o.f Iho(e wb,CI 
are lip.rated. eor the ."'t~o~it' of l~e ml,iftrate. 
lbac caft milee 10, m~~ g~I~I' o{ ~ett:ly. But he: 
oal, ia aD befccick ~b~ d •• idct I~e ~hur~h into 
par', ietroduces ft~m.es and r~a,k. of dilliadioD;-
~ ~Iuo.aril, ma.~~ a ftpfar~lu>n ~~ure ~ fu.c~ 
"iJ1Dlona. 
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,. "hell anyone fepuatel himfelffrom tile 

~OIIImunion af a claurch, becaufe thaC cburch does 
noc p~blicly prolers JoiJ1e cerrain opiaioal wbic __ • 
hoi, icriptu,.res do not expreCsI, cach. , 

Both thefe are $wtluV: ;"dil/i Ii" ".,. hi ~ 
d4mnuals,·,.j 1M} m' D;;;'e" .g.mJl.u.led,,~ 
For when they baYe detcrmiDed tbe holy ICripcuret 
10 be ,be onl, lound_tioa of faith, I~' _9trcbc­
~efs lay down certain propoficioDI as fuodameotal. 
which a:-e Dot in the (cripcare •• lId b!caufe _herS 
~ill noc ac~Dowled&~ there additional opiDioDI ~ 
t~eira, nor build ~pMI them as if tbe, .ere aecdfarr 
,ltd fund~~talt tlie, therefore make a feparatioll 
in tbe churc~ ~ either by withdr.wins tbemfelYei 
from tbe olhers, or· e_pelling the C)chfri from them.· 
~or d~ it t.gnif, ~o, thing for Ibe~ lO fay thac 
their conltdiool and fymbol. Ire agreeable to (crip­
(ure, and co the 10,108' of f.it~.· Por if tbe, be 
t~preft in worda of (cripc\lre. there ~n be no qucf­
~ion 'bout them ~ becaufc Ib'/~ are .c~oo.lr,dgtd 
b1 ,1_ chriftiltn. to,~ of di.ine iafpirllion, aad 
lherefQ.re fundamenl.l. But if cbey fa.,' Ihac llie 
articles whic~ 'hey ~uire to be profrBCd ar~' ~oiJ­
{tquence~ deduced from the fcriplcrc & it i_ u.a .. 
doubtedl, well done of them to believe and profeCt 
lucb thing. as ftem unto them Co -agreeabJe to the 
r\llc of fai'h • hUI ill WO\)kJ ~ VCll ill done 10 
" ~ud thofe ,bings Up.Od· otbrr., unto wllottl chey do 
aot fcem to be the cere.in de»arioci. of the rcripture. 
And to make a feparation for (\lca. cbing. as thefe. 
which b~ither ire nor can be lundamental, is t(l 

bccoatt! ~crc:'iCkl. For I do no, think ,bere is ant' 
maa 



r 'J9 .J 
, . 

{Jlan a.rri,ed to 'hat degree of ~a~.ntfst. as tbat he 
a~rc iive out his conf"quence~ ind ihterpretalTons 
?!:F~r!p'~re,,~ .tliv,inrin!pirtJZU,IS, and compare th.t 
artIcles ol taltli t~at he flu (ramed accordlng'to hI. 
o"q {a.D~Y wiih' di-C authorify of the fcriptuOre. I 
~no\v (here ,ri·(o~ptopofi~·iOQ. fO'evidentl, agree. 
~ble to rctipture, that ~obt?d)' can deny them t~ be 
orawD .(rom th~nce i 'bur. abo'ut liJlJft therefore ,hare 
cin lie· DO dilFerence. ThIS only I fay, "that how~ 
'fer ~rearl)' we' ina, tliink ibis or ttie ollier doc!rine 
to be deduced· froiD krip·cure. we ougtit nOt ther~-:­
ro~e 'to liiipOfe- it upoa· otheri, ... I ntc·tWat)' article 
~f r~l'-~l ~au~. wfC, b~~ie:v~ ,it t~ b~ .~r~able to the 
rIJ1e.0( ' •. alJj • unlcfs we wou~ ~ '(OntenE .1(0 that 
.,tlier ~doari"~~ ahuuld &c i~lpor~d upOn US· in the 
laDle' manner i -and that we "lb'ould be compel1ed to 
r~cCi.e~ a~ pror~fs:'11 thedie:c:r~nt and ~ontradic­
I,ory oplo~nsofLuthcraDSt CalvlDlfts, Rtm~nfttantS, 
~.ak~r~ "Aoaba.pl,ilts, and. oih~r Ictls .• hicb l~e 
c~o~'~ver. of TymbOll, tyRems and !onftflions1 are 
~c".:lfloinedco ~(I~',er unto 'l~eir followt!rs as genu~ 
iilc aqd Q'ec;el)i;Y. deduaioni froo) the hoi, fcriprute. 
I. cion.at b~t wODaer ° at 'tb~ txtravagant ar~ogance 
of ',bofe men wQo think Ihat tht:y themfelves can 
~p1ain Ibings netctT.ry to {alvl~ioD more ~}ta'ly 
1~.D tbe HolJ Ghoft .. tbe eternal and infio;,e w,fdom 
ot.God. . . ·4 

ThUl much concernin, "-relY i which word ~ 
CQmmOD ufe K applitd only 10 the dottrional pare 
of reJigion. Let us now cor~fiaer fthifm, which is 
a eOriau: near akin to It. F'lr hoth thOle words j~t'm 
unto me tet fignify an ill·ir,*nJed fip..'4/;fJ. in 'ttte ... 

/inD i elll . . 
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~/:ajll&al cOnJI11uniD1l. ,..d, alJl1ul things nDt 1Iectj{ury. 
Bu[ Lince ute, which is the jupreme Jaw in m4tler of 
language, has detera.inrd that hert:fy rclat~s to ~rrors 
10 faith and fchifm [0 [hure in worfhip or di{c;pline, 
tve ,null confider them under that dlftintlion. 

Sthijm th~o, for the fame reafons that have alrea­
dy been "al}f'dg~d, is nothing rife but a fe~)ar CIlIO'1 

made in 'he ,ommunJon ot rbe church, upon ac­
count of fomething in divine worlhipt or ecclefiaf. 
rical difcipline, ,har: is htl' 'lOY netteffary part of it. 
Now nothing in worlh,p or difcipline can be ntcef. 
fary [0 chrillian communion, but what Chrift our 
Ltgijltllor, or rhe apoftJes. by i~')fpiratilln of the HoI, 
SpIrit, have commanded in expreJs ,.voros. 

la a word: he thac denits not any thing" that the 
holy fcrjptllrcs tc:ach in txprefs words, nor makes a 
(~paration upon occaGon of Iny thing that is not 
maoifeftly contained in 'he Jacr~d text,,; however 
be may be nick-named b'l any (ra of chriftians, and 
declartd by fome, or all of them. [0 be utterl, void 
of true chrjftianiiY, ytC in deed and in [ruth this 
min cannot be either a Herctick or Schirmatick. 

Thefe things might have been txplained more 
Jargely, and more advantageoufly : but it is enough 

• to have h'Dted at ,hem, ·thus brittiy, to a perton of 
• ,our par,.. .. 

A'll 1 N r ,e;, 
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