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To his Excellency THOMAS
CHIT TENDEN, E{q.
W ITH joy I comgratulate the young but rifing Siate,

under 1he re eletiion of your aufpicious rule; and
the Confitution in pariicular, which is the firong bafis
of our government, and a glory to the revolution of A-
mitrica, while it flands free from bemg perveried.

9 be greas Mr. John Locke, in a letter a cemtury
ago, e/poufed toe caufe of liberty, to the joy of every fin-
cere worfbipper of God. Bui your Excellency may re-
member the fois.or edition bad peculiarities belonging to
the age, country and genius of that people 3 but in this
edition 1 bave corre8ed fjone ferw of them, and [ome of
the objolete 1erms—retrenching jome of bis negative [en-
bences —fuppreffing fisiae redundances 1bat carried 1he
tflence of itautology— explaining [eine things that ap-
peared umnieli:gibie, perbaps by the fou!r of the 4 ranf.
lator ; pct endeavering Ly wore of thoje | nall amend-
menis ta cculvont the 10oas ef ile ‘wnitor. 1 bad ne-
vertbelefs, rather [ulj.in ic the idra of a modern and
viuch celelrared avilor iv b ingfrifz'.s ciinlicns, who
Jaysy t it is CEJUTIEBION sk 10 claivi o 1IRLEL0 arYy
J“;‘erlcrﬂ\’ cver 1her Evethien ’ "L"‘ a Clam g oy
piced whenever anv of théhi §oovea o iueroie the
reff " dnd apain be lavs, L7V e it s oy daegkt
tha: JroPOUY o8 g et 2d o, ek mod felends iV’
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iv DEDICATION.

utility gained from tbhis letter by every candid reader.
Tbere is neveribelefs, Arminian firokes remaining com-
men perbaps 10 the age or man who wrote it, 1hat are not
reilified, but as the defigm of it was not 10 defcribe
docirine, (I bope it will difguf none) but the fole of it
woas 8o diftinguifh besween the pewer of the magiltraie
and rehigious liberty,

1 defire ta thank God, and rulers under bim, that in-
fringements on our natural rights im matters of religion,
are ceafed, in comparifon to whct they were centuries
621 ; and thut the conflisution of Vermont affords us o
tmirror 0 bebold the virtue of the compilers, as well as
Jafety 80 all the [ubjells of your domain, while its parts
yemain. inviolate, and the tfowrm'd ceafe from tbe
fpiric of inmevafion and falkion , which is the bearty
praver of cme of your [ubjells, that thke laws may go
forsb from the Legiflature, and be executed according 10
the true intent of sbe comflitution ; and that perfed
uninterupted liberty in matters of religion, may take
Dlace, [0 that all firaggles and Jeribiles may in this re-

. Jpeid be ufelefs.

To this end mdy your Excellency prefide a affing
blefing to a peaceable, profperous, and bappy people
mean while would beg leave to inferibe the foliowing
lester 80 your Excellency’s candid perufal,

Tur EDITOR.
Windfor, O&tober 24th, 1788.
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HE en,umy Letter concerning Toleration, firg

pring:d in Latin 1tis wvery year, 1690, in Hd'
land, tas already been 1ranflarey botb ints Duich and
Frencb. So general and [peedy an approbation may
tberefore Le'peck its javorable reception in England
and .imerica, 1 ibink inzeed there is mo mation ander
Heaven . in wbich fo much bas alyeady becn faid apem
tha: [urjcél, as ours. But yet certainly theve is mo peew
ple tbat frand in more need of baving fomeibing furiber
faid and done among st 1b:m, in this point, than we de.

Our gov ernment bas #ot only been partial in matiers
of religion, bat thofe alfo who bave [uffered under that
partiality &5 bave therefore endeavored sy thzir witings
to vindicate 1h:ir otvm rights and liberties, bove far 1be
mof pare dome it upon narrow principles, juited oxly to
tte intereSts of 1beir own [fells.

This narrownefs of [pirit on all files bas undendied’y
been the primcipal occofiin o/ oy miferiss and mmgr
cns.  But wbatever bave odeen the occalizn. 1t is now
bigh time 10 [eck for a tborough cure.  We bave #eed of
more gencrous remediis tban wh o bave yet be.. rade
ufe of in cur didewmpcr. It is peirker declavations of
snaulzence, nor als of comprebon,in, ]J(b as bave ye1
been praziifed or prejifiea mm i g SF s, 1bal (on do 1be
work  The firlt wili tus paliicie the jecond imeriaie
oy evsd,

J{z’if}: i "'-' P



To the READER, Vi

Abfcluze liberty, jaft and irue libesty, equal and im=
partial licerty, is 1be thing tbat we fland in need of.
Now 1bougd tbis bas indeed beem much ialked of, I
doubt it bas nat Leen much underfiood , 1 gm [are not
at all pratliced, eitber by our Gowvermors towards 1le
people, im gemeral, or by amy diffenting parties of tbe
people towards one anotber.

I cannos therefore but bope, that this difccurfe, wlich
treats of that [uljeld, bowever bricfly. yet more exalily
sban any we bave yet feen, demonStrating botb the equi-
tablenefs and prafiicablesefs of 1be ibing, will be ¢~
$ieemed bigbly feafonable. by all men 1bat bave fouls
Jorge emough to preler the true caufe of liberty before
tbat of & pariy.

1: is jor the ufe of (uch as are already [o [pirited, or
to mnfpire rhat [pirit smso thofe 1bat are mot, that I bave
srarflated it into our language.

But 1be thing it [elf is [o fhort, that it will not bear
8 longer preface. 1 ieave it therefore to tbe confideras
gion of my counirymen, and beariily wild 1bey may make
{be ufe of it ibat it appears to be defigned for.

L)
The Txausx.,n"on.?
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ficNorED SIR,
INCE vou are pleafed to engoire what are my
thoughts about the murual tleration of cheif:
ttans in their d fferent profeflions of religion, [ mu?
neecs aniwer you freely, that I efteem that tclerac:.
0on, or hberty ¢o think and a& for thewntelves
marrers of religion, to be the chief charaernittical
tark of the tiue church. For whadeever {ome pea-
ple bo:ft of the anuquity of places and naves, or of
:he pomp of tneir cutward worthin ; mhers.. of the
reformation ot their difcipline;all, of the orthodozy
ot their fauh : thefe things, and all others ot this
na-ure, are much rather marks of men ftriving for
power and empire over one anothe-, than of the
charch of Chrift.  Let any one have never fo true
a Qiai @ 0 all thefe things, yee if he be celtrrure of
ch.mty, areknefs, and govdwiil in genrrai towards
all mankind, even to thofe that are net chrifiians,
e 1s Ccnamlv yet fhort of being a true che: {han
himteif.  Luke 22. 25 The kirgs of the Gentii.
sfercife lordfhip over trem, faid vur aviour 19 hﬂ-
aGilciples, bu ye jhail nat be fo. The befine's of true
religion 1s quiic avother thing. It is not inftisred
in crder 1o \he ere&ing of an exiernal pomp, nor to
the
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the obraining of ecclefiattical dominion, nor 1o
the exercifing of compulfive force ; but to the re-
gulaiing mers lives according to the rules of virtue
and piecy.  Whofoever il LR himntelt under the
Banner of Chrift, muft in the fi-t piace, and above
all things, make war upsa his Gwi lults and vicee,
It in vain tor acy man to ufury ihe pame of
Chriftian, without lohaefs of Lte, paiicy of mai-
neis. and beawpnicy and meckeeds or fpinir,

Thou when tL:u art convorted, frergiina thy brerh-
ren, (Luke 22, 32,3 aid vue Lord w Peter. [t
wovld indecd be very hard for one that appzars
cerelefs ahout his own falvation, o perivade e
that he were excremedy coacernied tor anne,. Forie
i 1npoflibie that thate thouid fincerely and he-aree
ly apply themieives o aicke othir peonle Chritti-
ans, who have aut really entraced the Chaftian
religion in their cwin hearts. It the golpel and the
apf)ﬂlcs may be credited, no oran can b2 aChriftian
without ckarity, and without that fu'th wlich works
not by foice, cu: by Jove. Now | appeal 10 the
canicieaces ot thofe that perfecure, deitrov, and kil
other mien upon pretence of reigior, whe neo they
do it oot of rovndibip and Kradoeds (owards  hemy
or 0o ; and { 1nall then, and nor ali thea, belicve
they do fo, when I (hail fee thole Soy z-aluts core
recting, tu the i ne maaner) their fricads aicd ace
quu atance, tor (he aanifelt fins they coqumic aguinit
tee precepts of che golped; when 1 thall tze then
perfzcute wich fiicand {woid, tae members of thetr
own communion that are tainted with enormous
vices, and without amendment are in danger of
“erernal perdition 3 and when I fliall fee them thus
exprefs their defire of the falvation of their fouls,

by
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by the infliGtion of torments, and exercife o alf
manner of cruelties. For if it be out of 4 princi-
ple of charity, as they pretend, and love to menk
fotils, thac they deprive them of their eftates, maich
them with corporal punithment, ftarve and tormeos.
them in prifons, dnd 10 the ~ad even take away
their lives 5 1 fay, if all this be dore merely to make
men Chnﬂlans, and procure their falvanon why
then do they (uffer whoredom, fraud, mabice, cnd Juch
like emorwiities ; (Rom. 1 ) which maniteftly relithes
of heathenifh corruption to abound among® cheir
flocks and people ? Thefe, and fuch like things,
are certainly more contrary to the glory of God, «w,
the purity ~f the church, and to the falvation of
fouls, than any confcientious diffent from ecclefiaf-
tical decifions, or feparation from public worfhip,

whillt accompanied with ignocency of life, Why
then does this burning zeal for God, for the chu:ch,

and for the falvation of fouls ; burmng I fay, lite-
rally, with fire and faggot , pafs by thofe moral
vices and wickedneflcs, without any chaltifemenr,

which are acknowledged by all men to be diame-
trically oppofite to the profeflion ot chriftianity ;
and bend all its nerves either o the incroducing ot
ceremonies, or to the eftablithment of opmmns.,
wh.ch for che mo@ part are about nice and intricate
matters, that exceed the capacity f ordinary un-
derﬁmdmgs ?  Which of the parties contending a-
bout thefe things is in the right, which of them is
guilty of fchifm or herefy, whether thole that domi-
neer or thofe thar fuffer, wiil then at laft be mani-
feft, when the caufe of their feparation comes to be

B . judged
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judged of. He certainly who follows Chrift, em-
braces his do&trine and bears his yoke, though be
forfake both father and mother, feparate from (he
public afiembly and ceremonies of higcountry, or
whatfoever elfe he relirquithes, will not then be
judged an heretic. .

INcw, though the divifions that are among{l {e&s
fhould be allowed to be never fo obftruftive of the
falvation of fouls, yet neverthelels, adultery, fornica-
tion, uncleammefs, lafcivioufne/s, idolatry. and fuch Iike
thimgs, cannot be denied to be works of the flefh , con.
cerning which the apoftle has exprejily declared,

<" that they wbe do thewm [ball not inkerit tce kingdom of

God. Wholoever therefore is fincerely toncitous
about the kingdom of God, and thinks 1t hig duty
to endeavor the enlargement of it awonglt men,
cught to apply himfclf with no lels care and indul-
try te the rooting out of thefe immoralities, than te
the excirpation of fe&s, Bot if anv one do other-
wife, and whilft ke is cruel and implacable towards
thole who differ trom him in opiniun, and be in-
dulgent to fuch immoralitics as are undecominn the
name of a Chrithan, lec luch & one talk never fo
much of the ¢church, he plaiclydemon®trates by hisg
aftions, that ’us an earthly kingdom be atus ar,
and not the advar.cement of the kingdom ot Ged,
That any mao fhould think tit to caule znother
man, whole {alvation he Feartily defires, 0 expire
in tormenss, znd that even in an uoconver:ed ellare,
would, I confets, feem very ftrange to me ;5 and, |
think, to any oihier alfo.  But no body, furely, will
ever believe that {uch a carriage can proceed from
charit~

..
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charity, love, or gaond. will. ¥f any one maintain
that men ought to be cumpelled by fie and fword
to profefs certain doétrines, and conform to this or
that exterior worfhip, without any regard had unto
theie morals 3 1t any one endeavor to convert thofe
that are erroneous unto the faith, by forcing them
to profefs things that they do not believe, and al-
lowing them to practice things hat the gofpel does
not peimit 3 1t cannot oe doubted indeed but fuch
a one is defirous to have a numerovus aflembly join-
¢d 10 (he {4:ne profeflion with himclt : but that he
principally intends by thofe means to compole a
truly Chaftian church, is altogether incredible,
1t is not theretore 1o be wondered ar, if thote who
do not really contend for the advancement of the
true religion, and of the church of Chrift, make ufe
of arms that co not belong to the chriftian wartare,
I, like the Capnain of our faivation, they fiacerely
defired the uood of touis, they would tread 1n the
ltcps and follow the perte@ example of that Prince
of Peace, who fent out his foldiers to the tubduing
ot nauous, and gathering chem into s church, not
armed with the fword, orother indromens ot torce,
but prepared with the gofpel ot prace, and with the
sxemplary holioels 6t teeir convertation,  This was
his meihod, '} hovuhaiinfidels were to be convert-
ed by turce, it (hote who ure eiher bling or obthi-
nate were to be drawn oft irom their esross try armed
(sldiers, we kiow very well chac it was (nuch maoie
ealy !or him (o do 1 with arinies oi heavenly legions,
than for any fon of the chureb, how pocat foever,
with all his dragon s,

The
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T he tolerstion of thofe who differ from others in
tarters of religion, is fo agreeable to the gofpel of
Jufus Chrift, and t0 the genuine reafon of mankind,
thac ic feem monftrous for men to be fo blind, as
mot to perceive the neceflity and advantage of i, in
fo ¢lear a light. 1 will noc here tax the pride and
embision of fome, the umncharitable ual ot others.
Yet hefe are faults from which human affairs can
perhans fcarce ever be perfeftly freed ; but yet fuch
8s no body will bear the plaio imputation of, without
covering them with fome fpecious colour ; and fo
pretend to commendation, whilft they are carried
away by their own irregular paffions. But however,
that fome may not colour taeir fpirit of perfecution
and unchriftian cruelty, with a pretence of care of
the public weal, and oblervation of the laws ; and
that oihers, under pretence of religion, may not
ek 1mpunity for their licentioufnefs. In a word,
that none may impofe either upen himfelt or others,
by the pretences of loyalty or obedience to the
prince, or ot tendernels and fincerity in the worthip
of God. 1 efteem it above all things neccflary to
diflinguifh exa@ly the bufinefs of civil government
fiom that of religion, and to fettle the juft bounds
thac lie between the one and the other. If this be
hot done, there can be no end put to the contraver-
fies chat will be always arifing, between thole who
have, or at lcall pretend to have, oo the one fide, a
curcernment for <he intereft of mens fouls, and on
tre niter ke, & care of the commonwealth,

T be corimomwealth feems to me to be a fociety of
men confticnted only for the procuring, preferving,
and acvancing of their own civilimerefls,  Civib
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- Civil interels | call life, liberty, and health; and
the pofféfion ot outward things, fuch as morey,
lands, houfes, furniture, and the like.

It is the duty of the civil magiftrate, by the im-
partial execution of equal laws, to fecure unte all the
people in general, and to every one of his fubjeéts 1n
particular, the jult pofieffion of thefe things belong-
ing to this life. If any one prefume to violate the
laws of public juftice dnd equity, e@tablithed for the
prefervation of thefe things, his prefumption is to
be checked by the fear of punifhment, confifting in
the deprivation of thofe civil interefts, or goods,
which otherwife he might and opght to enjoy. Bus
feeing no man does willingly foffer himiclf to be
punithed by the deprivation ot any parct of his

oods, and much lefs ot his liberty or life, there-
fore is the magitrate armed with the force and
ftrength of all his fubje@s, in order to the punifh-
ment of thofe who vioLte other mens civil rights.

Now that the whole jurifdi&ion ot the magiftrate
reaches only to thefe civil conceraments ; and thac
all civi] power and dominion, is bounded and con-
fined to the care of promoting thefe things ; ard
that it neither can nor ought 1 any manner to be
exiended to the falvation of fouls ; thcfe following
;onﬁdcmionq_ feem unato me abundantly 10 demon-

rate. . - |

Firft, Becaule the care of fouls is not committed
to the civil magiltrate any more than to other men.
It is not committed unto him, I fay, bv Gnd ; be-
caufe it appears not that God has ever given any
fuch authority to one man over ano.her, as to com-

L]
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pet any oné to his religion. Nor can any fuch pow-
er be vefted in the magiftrate by the confent of the
people ; becaufle no man can fo far abandon the care
of his own falvauion, as blindly to leave it (o the
choice of any other, whether prince or {ubjeét, to
prefcribe to him what faith or worfhip he fhall em-
brace. For no man can, if he would, contorm his
faith to the ditates of another., All the life and
power of true religion confifts in the internal per-
fuafion of the mind : and taith is not faith without
believing. W hatever profeflion we make, or what-
ever cutwardworfhip wemay conform,to, if we are not
tully fatished in ourmiad that the one 1s true, and the
other well-pleafing unto God; fuch profeflion & fuch
prattice, far from being any furtherance, are 1ndeed
great obftacles wo our falvation. I fay, in coffering
thus unto God Almighty fuch a worthip as we «.
fteem to be difpleafing yato him, we add unto the
number of r~ur other fins thofe alfo of hypocrity,
and contemp. of his Divine Majcfty.
. In the fecond place. The care of fouls cannot be-
long to tue civil magiftrate, becaufle his power con.
fis only in outward force ; but true and faving
religion confilts in the inward perivafion of the
mind ; without which nothing can be acceptable to
God. And fuch is the nature of the underftand-
ing, that it cannot be compelled to the belief of any
thing by outward force. Confilcation of eftate, can
have no fuch efficacy as to make men change ths
inward judgment that they have framed of things.
It may indeed be allecgtd; thar the magiitrare
may make ufe of arguments, and theieby draw the
Ac Erud X
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hererodox into the way of truth. I gran: it. But
this is common to him with other men. In teachs
ing, inflrudting, the erroneous by reafon, ke may
certainly do what becomes any goad man co do.
Maaiftracy does not oblige him to put cff either
bumnanity or chriftianity. But it is one thing to
periuade, another (o command ¢ one thing to prels
with arguments, another with penalties. Every
man has comaiflion to admonifh, exhort, and cons
vince another ot error, But to give laws, receive
obedience, and compel wicth the fword, belongs to
none but the magiftiate) And vpon this ground
1 affirin, that che magittrate®s power extends not to
the ¢ftablithing of any articles of faith, or forms of
worthip, by the force of his laws. For laws are of
no force at all without penralties, and penalties in
this cale are abfolutely impertinent ; becaule they
are not proper to convince the mind. lcis only
light and evidence that can work a chaoge 1n mens
apinions. And that light can in no manner pro-
ceed trom corporal fufferings, or any other outward
penalties,

In the third place. The care of the falvation of
mens fouls cannot belong to the magiftra.e y be-
caufe, though the rigor of laws and the force of
penalties were capable to convince and change mens
minds, yet would not that help at ail to the falvat.
on of their fou's. For there te. g but cne truth,
ont way to heaven ; whar hopes 15 there thac rore
men wauld be led into ir, if they had no other rule
to follow buc the religion of the covrt 5 and were
put uoder a meceflicy to quit the Light ot their own

: reafon g
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reafon ; to oppofe the difates of their own conlci:
ences ; and blindly to refign up themfelves to the
will of their governors, and to the religion, whick
cither ignorance or fuperftition had chanced to efra-
blith in the countries where they were born ? In
the variety and contradiQion of opianions in religion,
wherein the princes of the world are much divided,
the niarrow way would be much fraightened. One
country alone wounid be in the right, and al} the
reft of the world would be put under an ob-
ligation ot following their princes in the ways that
he leads. And that which heightens the abfurdity,
and very ill fuits the dignity of a Deity, men would
owe their eternal bappinefs or mifery to the places
of their oativity. |

Thefe confiderations, to omit many others that
might have been urged to the fame purpofle, feem unto
me fufficient to conclude that all the power f civil
government relates only to mens civil interefts ; is
confined to the care of the things of this world
and hath nothing to do with the world te come,

Let us sow conjider what a ckurch ic. A church
thea I take (0 be a voluntary fociety of men, join-
ing themfelves together of their own accord, in or-
der 10 the public worthippiog of God, in fuch &
ehasner as they judge acceptable to him.

I fay it is a free and voluntary fociety. No body
is born a member of any church. Otherwife the
religion of parents would defcend unto childien, by
the fame right of inheritance as their eRates, and
every one would hold his faith by the fame tenure
he does his lands ; than which notiting can be im-

agined
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sgined more abfurd. No man by nature is bound
unto any particular church or fe&, but every one
1oras himlelf voluyntarily to thar focuety in which
he believes he has found that profeffion and worthip
which is cruly acceptable uato God.  For 1f attere
wards he difcover any thing either erronequs in th
do&rine, or incongruous in the worthip of that fo-
ciety to which he has joined himfelf, why fhodld it
not be as free for him 1020 out as it was to enter ?
No member ot a religious fociety can be tied wnth
any other bonds but what proceed from a belief chac
God is worthipped aright. A church thea is a
focicty of members voluntarily uoiting to this end.
It follows now that we confider wkat is the power
of bis church, and umto what laws it is ﬁxé;eé?
Foralmuch as no fociety, how free fotver, or up-
on whatfoever flight occafion inftituted, (w hether of
philafophers, merchants, or men of leature, for mu-
tual converfation and difcoyrfe,) no church br coma
paav, I fay, can io the lealt fubfit and hold toge-
ther, but will prefeatly diffolve and break to pieces,
unlefs it be regulated by fome laws, and the mem-
bers all confent to obferve fome ordet. Place and
time of meeting muft be agreed on. Rules for
admitting and cxcludmg members muft be eftablithe
ed. . Diftin@ion of officers, and putting things into
a regular courfe, and fuch like, cannot be omitted,
But fince the ; joining together of fev-ral members
1ato this church fociety, as has already been deaion=
- Qrated, is ablolutely free and {fpontancous, it necel-
farily tollows, that the righe of making its laws can
belong to none but the ” ety idelt ; or acledit
C (whictd

’
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(which is the fame thing) to thofe wham the [ciety
by common confcat has authoiized thereunto.

. Some perhaps may object, that no fuch fociety
can be iaid to he a true church, unlels it have in it
a bithop, or prefbyter, with ruling authority derived
from the very apoftles, and continued down unto
the prefeat times by an uninterrupted fucce(iion.

To thefe I anfwer. In the frft place, Let them
{how me the ea:€t by which Chrit has impofed that
law upon his church. Aad let not any wan thirk
me imgertinent, if in a thiog of this confroucace, |
require that the rerms of that cdi@ be very exourels
and pofitive. For che promite he has made us,
Mar. 18. 20. Thaw wherefoever two or three are ga-
thered together in bis name, be will be in tke midff of
tbem, tecmns to 1mply the contrary. . Whether fuch
an affembly want any thing neceflury to a true
church, pray do you cosfider.

Next, Pray oblc:ve how great have always been
che divifions amonglt even thofe who lay fo much
firefs upon the divine inftiturion, and coontinycd
fucceffion of a certain order of rulers in the chu:ch,
Now cheir very difization uzavnidaoly puts us up-
on a neceffity of deliberaiing, and confcquently al-
lows a liberty of chocfing that which upon confide-
ration we prefer.

And in the loft plzce, | confent that thefe men have
a ruler of the:r c~occh, ertabhifhed by tuch a long
feries of fuccefiion as they judge neceflary, provided
I may have liberty at the tame time tu join myleit
to that fociety in which 1 am perfuaded the wor-
thippers of God are to befound. In this manner

ecclefiaftical
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ecclefiattical liberty will be preferved on all fides,
and no man will have a legiflature impofed upon

him, but whon himfelf has chofen.
But Gnce men are o folicitous about the true
church, 1 would only afk them, here by the way, if
it be not more agrecable to the church of Chrift, w0
mske the conditions of her communion confitt in
fuch things, and fuch things only, as the boly fpi-
rit has in the holy fcriptures declared in exprefs
words ; I atk, I fay, whether this be not more a-
grceablc to the church of Chrift, than for men to
impuie their own inventions and interpretations
upon others, as if they were of divine auvthority ;
and to0 eftablifh by ecclefiaftical laws, as abfolutely
neceffary to the profeflion of chriftianity, fuch
things as the holy fcriptures do either not mention,
or at leaft not exprt fly command. Whofoever
requires thofe things io order to ecclefiaftical com-
munico, which Chrift does not require in order to
obedience 3§ he may rerhaps indeed conftitute a fo-
ciety accommodate . to his own opinion, and his
own advantage 3 sut how that can be called the
church of Chrift v hich is eftablifhed upon laws that
are oot his, 1 und. ftand not. But this being net
a proper place to enquir@ into the marks of the true
church, I will only miond thote who contend fo ear-
neftly tor the decrees of their own fociety, and that
cry out continually, the church, the charch, with as
much noifc, and perhaps upon the fame principle,
48 the Ephefian filveiimiths did for their Diana
this, I fay, I defire 0 mind them of, that the
gofpel frequently declares, thae ke trye difciples of

Couft
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~ Chrift molt fuffer perfecution ; but that the church
of Chrift fhould perfecute others, and force others
by fireand fword, to embrace her faith and doéirine, 1
eould never yet find in any of the books of the new-
teftament. . '
. The end of 2 religicus fociety is the public wor-
thip of God.  All difcipline oight therefore to tend
to that end, and all ecclefiaftical laws to be there-
uato congned. Nothing ought, nor can be tranf-
a&ed in this fociety, relating te the poffeffion of
civil and worldly goods. No force is here to be
made ufe of upon any occafion whatfoever, For
force belongs wholly to the civil magiftrate, and the
ficflion of all ovtwird g6ods is fubje® to his
ﬁ;ifdi&ion. . ,

But it may be afked, by what meins then fhall
ecclefiaftical laws be eftablifbed, if they muft be
thus deftitute of all compulfive power ? I anfwer,
they muft be eftablithed, by means fuitable to the
nature of fuch things, whereof the external profef-
fion and obfervation, if not proceeding from a tho-
sough conviion in the mind, is dltogether ufelef3
and uaprofitable. The arms by which the mem-
bers of this fociety are to be kept within their duty,
are exhortations, admonitions, and advices. If by
thefe means the offenders will not be reclaimed, and
the crroneous convinced, there remains nothing
farther to be done, bute that fuch ftabborn and ob-
ftinate perfons who give no ground to hope for
their reformation, fhould be caft out from the foci-
ety. This is the laf? and stimof} force of ecclefiaftical

aathority. No other punifbment can thereby be
infliCted,
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inflicted, than that the relation ceafing between the
body and the member which is cut off, the perfod
fo condemned ceafes to be a part of that church.

- Thele things being thus determined, let us in-
quire in the next place, how far the duty of tolera-
tt)ion extends, and what is required from every one

yit. o
And firf, 1 hold that no church is Bound by che
duty of toleration to retain any fuch perfon in her
befom, as atter admonition, continues cbftinately to
offend againft the laws of the fociety. For thefe
being the condition of communion, and the boad of
the fociety, if the breach of them were permitced
without any rebuke or cenfore, the fociety would
immediately be thereby difloived. But nekverthe-
lefs, in all Tuch cafes$, care is tc be taken cthat the
fentence of excommunication, and the execution
thereof, carry with it no rough ufsge of word or
altion, whereby the reje@ed perfon miy any wife be
damnified 1a body or eftate. Excommunicacion
neither does, nor can deprive the excommunicated’
perfon of any*f thole civil goods that ke foraterly
poffefied. ANl thofe things belong to the civil
government, 3id are under the magiftrate’s protec-
tion. The whole force of excommunication conlits
only in this, thac the refolution ot the fociety in
thac refpet being detlared, the uniod thac was
between %= body and fome member codies thereby
to be diffolved 3 and that relation ceafinig, the par-
ticipation of fofne certain things, which the Tociety
communicated to its members, and unto which no
thin has any civil right, coars alfo to ceafe. Far
there
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“there is no civil injury done unto the excommuais
cated perfon, by the minifter’s refufing him thac
bread and wine, i the celebration of the Lord®s
Supper, which was not bought with his, but other
fDens money, _

Secondly, No private perfon bas any righe, in any
manner, (o prejudice another perfon in hi§ civil
enjoyments, becaufe Ke is of another church. All
the rights chat belong to himas 2 man, or as a cii-
gen, a:c inviolably w be preferved to him. No
injury is to be offered him, whether he be a chritti.
an or pagin. Nay, we muft not eontent ourfelves
with the parrow meafures of bare jultice, Charity
snd liberality muft be added toic. This the gofpel
eojoias ; this reafon dire@s ; and this that natural
fclowthip we are born into requires of us, It acy
man err from the right way, it is bis own misfors
tone, no injury to thee ¢ nor therefore art thou to
punith bhim in the chings of this life, becaufe thou
jpppolelt he will be miferable in chac which is to
come.

Whac I fay concerning the mutuad toleration of
private perfons diﬂ"cria? rom one another in reli-
gion, | underftand alfo of particular churches;
which &and as it were in the fame relation to each
other as private perfons among themfelves 3 nor has
' any ooe of them any manner of jurifdiion over a.
" ny other, no not even when the civil magiftrate (as
. it fome times happens) comes to be of this or the
other communion. For the civil government can
B!ve 00 ocw right to the church, nor the church o
the civil government. Sochat whethier the magittrate

join
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join himfelf to any church, or feparate from it, the
church remains always as it was oefore, a fiee and
voluntary jociety. It neitheracquirtes the power of
she {word by the magiftrate’s coming to it, nar does
it lofe the right of iritru@ion and excommunication
by his going from it.  This is the fundameural and
ammutable right of a (poaranecus fociety ; 1hat it
has power to remove any of its members who vanfs
grels the rules of us inftiution,  But it cannot by
the acceflion of guy new members, acquire any rght
of jurifdiction uver thofe that are not joined wich ir,
And therefore peace, equicy and tritadfhip, are al-
ways mutually to be obicrved by particuias chorch-
es, in the fame manner as by private perfons, with-
out any preience of fuperiority over ore another,
That she ching may be made yet clearer by an
example ; let us fupnofe two churches, the one of
Arminians, the other of Calvinifls, refiding in the
city of Coonftantinople ; will any one fay, that éi-
ther of thefe churches has a right o deprive he
members of the ocher of their ettates 3nd liverty,
becaule of cheir d:ffering from it in fome do&rines
or ceremonies ; whilft the Turks in the mean while
Lilently Rand by, and laygh 1o fee with what inhu-
man cruelty Chriftians thus rage agaioft Chriltians ?
But it ene of chefe chu-ches hath this power of ticats
ing the other ill, | afk which of them it is 1o whom
that power belongs, and by what right 2 It will
be anfwered, undoubiedly, that it is the orthodog
church which has the right of authority cvertheerro-
neous or heretical. Thisis ingreat & ipecious words,
tofay Jult aoihingat all. Fui every church is wrehe-
dex
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gox to itfelf ; to others, erroneous or heretical.
Whatfoever ‘any church believes, it believes to be
trus 3 and the contrary thereunto'it pronounces tg
be error. So that the controver(y between thefe
churches about the truth ot their do&rines, and the
purity of their worthip, is on both fides equal ; nor
15 there any judge, either at Conftantinople, or elfe-
where upon earth, by whofe fentence it can be de-
termined. The decifion of that queltion belongs
only te the Supreme Judge of all men. In the
mean while let thofe men confider how heinovfly
they fin ; who, adding injultice to their pride, do
rafhly and arrogantly take upon them to mifufe the
fervants of another malter, who are nat at all ac-
countable to them, | o ‘ '

Nay further, if it could be manifet which of
thefe two diffenting churches were {a the right way,
there would not accrue thereby to the orthodox any
right of deftroying the othe~, For churches as
fuch, have notauy jurifdi@ion in wotldly matters nor
are fire and {word any proper inflruments where-
with to convince mens minds of error, and inform
cthem of the truth.  Let us fuppofe that toe civil ma-
giftrate ixclined to favor one of them, pus bis fword intq
their bands 5 tbas (by bis confent) they might chafife
the diffenters as they pleajed. W ill any man fay, thac
it can be the Chriftian charch from a Turkith em-
peror ? An infidel, who has himfelf no authority to
punith chriftians, cannot confer fuch an authority
upon any fociety of chriftians, nor give unto them
a right which he has not himfelf. This would be
the cafe at Conftantinople, And the regfon; arc

. . : | the
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the fame as in any chriftian kingdom. The il
power 13 the fame in every place ; nor can that
power in the hands of a chritian prince, confer ant
greater authority upon the church, than in the handy
of a heathen 3 which is to fay, Jult none at ail,
Neverthelefs, it is worihy to be obferved, and
lameated, that the oppofers of errors, & the exclaims
ers agaioft fchifm, do hardlv ever let {oofe this cheif
zeal for God, with which they are fo warred and
inflamed, unie{s where they have the civil magif-
trate on their fide. But fo foon as court tavur has
given them the better end of the ftaff, and they be-
gio 1o feel themielves the fronger, then peace and
charity are to be laid afjde ; otherwile, they ace refi- .
gioufly to be obferved. Whete they have oot the
power to carry on perfecution, and to become maf-
ters, they defire to live upon fair terms, and preach
up toleration. Whea they are not (trengihened
with the civil power, then they caa bear mott pati-
ently the contagion of idolatry, fupe:ﬁmon and
herefy in their néighhorhood ; of which, in othep
vccafions, the intereft of rellgmn makes them to be
extremely apprehenfive,  They do not foon attack
thofe errors which are in falhion at court, pr are
countenanced by the goveroment,  Hgre they can
be content to fpare their arguments ; which yet
{with their leave) is the only right mahod of pro-
pagating truth ; which has co fach way of prevail-
ing, as whea fi: cua arguments and goo3 reafon are
joined with the foftnefs of civility and good ufage.
No body theretore, in fine, ceither fingle perlon;
mcr choret hes, ngy, uor evep commonwealihs, havg
D any -
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any juft title to invade the civil rights and worldiy
goods of each other upon pretence of religion,
Thofe that are of another opinion, would do well
to confider with themfelves how pernicious a feed
of difcord and war, how powerful a provocation tg
endlefs hatreds, rapines and flaughters, they thereby
furnith unto mankind. No peace and fecurity, no
not fo much as common friendfh'p, can ever be e-
ftablithed or preferved among men, fo long as this
opinion prevails, that dominion is founded in grace,
and that religion is to be propagated by foice of
arms.

In the thivd place, Let us fee what the dyty of 10-
leration requires from thofe who are in ecclefiaflicql
cbaraller and office, whether they be bifhops, prielts,
pretbyters, minifters, or however elfe dignified or
diftioguifhed. That whence-fuever their authority
be fprung, fince it is ecclefiaftical, it ought to be
confined within the bounds of the church, nor can
it in any maoner be exrendsd o ¢ivil affatis 5 be-
caufe the church itfelf 15 a thincz atlolutelr feparace
and dift@& from the cornmonwealth.  The bown.
daries on both fides are fix>d ard in noveable. He
jumbles heaven aad earth together who mixes thefe
{ocieties ; which are in in-ir or:gicil end and bufi-
nefs, perfeftly diftin@ trom each other. No man
cherefore, with whatfoever eccleliaiiical office he be
dignified, can deprive anoiner man that is not of
his church and faicth, ecither of liberty or of any
part of his worldily goods, vpoa the account of that
difference which is between them 1a religion,  For

whatevar is not lawful to the whole church, cannot
by
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by any ecclefiattical right, becomie tawful co any of
1s members.

But this is not all. Tt is not enough thae ecclefi-
altical men abftain from violence. He that pre-
tends to be a fucceflor of the apoftles, and takes
vpon him the office of tfachmg, iy obliged alfo to
admonifth his hearers of the dutfes ot peace and
good will towards all men ; as well the erronecus,
as the orthodox ;3 towards :thofe whe differ from
them in faith and worfthip, as well as towards thefe
who agree with them therein. And he oughe in-
duftrioufly to exhort all nren, whecher privae per-
fons or magiftrates, to charity and meeknefs ; and
d:ligently endeavor to allay ail that heat an3 unrea-
fonable averfion of mind, which any man’s fiery
zeal for his owa ic&, or. the crafs of others, has
kindled againft difflenters. 1 will not undertake to
reprefeat how happy would be the fruit, both" in’
church and Ttaw, if the puolpits every where founded
with this dotrine of peace and. toleration; left'l
{hould feem to refleét too feverely: upon thote men
whofe dignity- 1 defire nog to 1peak ill of, nor would
have it aiminithed either by others or tbemtc!ves
But. this 11ay, rbas thus it ougbtso de. At it any-
one who profefles himfelt cv be a' minifter of the
word of God, a preacner of the gofpl of peace,
teach nthCrWllc, he voderftands not the buficets of
his calling, and fhall one day give accovat thereof
unto the-Prince ot Peace. 1 chriflians are to be
admonifhed that they abitain from all mar- r of
revengze, even after repeated provocationt and mul-
tiplied injuries ; how mtch noie ought. thes who

: fufliir
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fsffer nothing, forbear violence, and abflain from

81l manner of ill ufage towards thofe trom whom

they have received none.. This tavtion and temper
they oughe certainly to ofe towards thofe who mind
their own bufinefs, and are folicitous for nothing;,
but that they may worlhip God in that maonner
which they are perfuaded is acceptable to him. In
private affairs, in the management of elates, in the
prefervation of bodily health, every man may confi-
dee what fuits higs own conveniency, and follow what
courfe he likes beft. No man is angry with another
for an error committed in lowing his land. Let
any man pull down, or bujld, or make whatfoever
expences he pleafes, nobody murmurs, nor controuls
him 3 be has his liberty. Bue if any man do not
trequent the church 3 if 2¢ do not conform his
behavior exaftly to the accultomed ceremonies, of
it $e bringd not his. children to be initiated in the
facred mylteries ot this or the other congregation ;
this immediately caufes an vproar 3 and the neigh-

| borhood is filled with noife and clamour, Every
. one s ready to de the avenger of fo great a crime.

|
{
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4he infrumentd o

And the 2ealots hardly have patience to refrain from
violenice ¢ill the caule be heacd, and the poor man
be condemned to.the Jofs of liberty, goods, or life.
Oh that our cgclefiaftical orators, of every feét,
would, 2pply themfelves with all the ftrength of
arguments that they are able, to the confounding of
mens errors | But. let them fpare their perfons.
Lict thom not fupply their wants of reafens with

fp force, which belong to another
Jurifdi&tiony and do ill become a profelor of chrif-

tianity.
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tianity, Let them not call in the magiftrate®s au-
thi....y to the aid ot their elcquence or learing ;
ke, perhaps, whil they pretend only love for the
truth, their intemptrate zeal, bieathing fire and
fword, and fo bectrays their ambition 3 and (how
that what they defire is zeinporai dominios.  For ft
will be very difficult to peciuade men of fenfe, thae
he, who with drv cyes, and fatisfaction of mind,
225 Jenver his brother unto the executioner, to be
burnt alive, does heartily concern h.mfelf 1o fave
that brother from the flames of heil in the world o
come.
 Im the laft place. Let us now confider what is the
mapifirates dsty in the bufinefls of toleration, which
certainly 1s very confidecable, |
We have already proved, thit the care of {ouls
does not belong to the magiftrate, But a charita.
ble caré, which confifts in teaching,* admonithing,
and perivading, cannot be denied unto any man,
The care therefore bf every man®s foul belongs unto
kimielt, and is to be left onto himfelf. But now
if 1 be marching on with my atmoft vigor, in that
way whith, according to geography, leads freight
to Jerulalem ; why am 1 beaten and illufed by
others, becaufe, perhaps, I wear not betkins; be-
caule my hair i8 not of the right cut ; becaufe
[ avoid cercain by-ways, which feem anto me to
lead into briars or precipices ; becaufe among® the
feveral paths that are in the famme road, ¥ choofe that
to walk in which feems to be tl-c Rreightet and
cleanelt ; becaufe 1 avoid (o0 keep company with
folne travellers that are lefs grave, and others that
are
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dre more four than they ought to be ; & in. flae,
becatle I follow a guide thac ejther is, or is nat
clothed in white, and crowned with a mitre ? Cers
tainly, if we confider mnght, we fhall find that for the
moft part they are foch frivolovs things as thefey
ghat mighe either be oblerved or omitted 5 I fay
they are foch like things 2s thefe, which breed im-
placable enmitics amongft chriftian breghren, wha
sre all agreed in the fubftantial and fundamental.
part of religion,

But let us graat unto thtfe zealots, who condemn
sl things that are not of their mode. There is only
on¢ of thofe which is the true way to ecernal hap-
pioels. Bug in thrs greac variety of ways that men
follow, it is ftill doubted which is this right one,
Now neither the eare of the commonwealth, nor
the righe, of enaling laws, does difeover this way
that leads 1o aeaven more certainly. to the magiltrate,
than to every private man’s fearch and ftody dift
covers it untQ himfelf. Thofe things-thet every
man ought fincerely to enquire 1neo himfelf, and by
‘meditation, fearch, and his owan endeavorsy attain
the koowledge of, canaot. be lookéd upon as the-
peculiar poffefion of any fort of men. Princes in-
deed are born fuperior unto other men 1n power,
but in natore equal. Neither the righe, aor the
are of ruling, does neceflarily carry along with it
the certain knawledge of other.things ; and lealt of
all the true refigion. . Foe if it were fo, how eould
It come to pals that the Josds. ot the earth {hould
differ fo vaftly as they do in religious matters 2. Bue:
let us graot thai it is probable the way ¢o eternal

Ine
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life may be beteetr known by a prince than by big
ubjedts ; ot at leaR, that in this nncertainty of
things, the fafeft and moft commodicus way for
private perfons is to fallow bis diates. You wil}
{ay, what then 7 If he fhould bid you follow mer-
chandile for your livelihood, would you decline
that courfe for fear it fhould not fpcceed ? T gm-
wer, I would turn merchant upon the prince’®
comtmand, becavfe in cafe | thould have ill fuccefs
in trade, he is able to make up my lofs lome oiher
way. But th's is notthecafein che things thatregard
the life to come. If there I take a wrong couife,
in that refpect 1 am at once undone ; it is not in the
magiftrates power to repair my lols, o eafe my fuf-
ferings, or to reftore me in any mealure. #Bap

Jecurity can be given for the kingdom of beaven ?

Pechaps fome will fay that theg do not fuppofe
this infadible judgmens to be in the civil magiltrate,
but in the church. What 1he church bas determinzd,
that 1be civil magifirate orders to be obferved ; and be

provides by bis authority shat no body Jhall either af} or

believe, in tbe bufinefs of religion, ptberwife than ihe
church teackhes. ' |

The Magifirate bimfelf yieMds obedience thereunto,
and requires the like obedience from otbers. 1 anfwer;
who {ées not how frequently the name of the chuich
which was fo vengrable in the time of the apofiles,
has been made ufe of 1o throw dutt in pecples cyes,
in following ages ? But however, in ihe prefent
cafe it helps ys not. The one only narrow way
which Jeads to heaven is not becter knuwn to the
magiftrate than to private perfons ; and therefore |

€ancot
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capnot fafely take him for my guide, who may
probably be as ignorant of the way as myfelf, and
who certainly 1s lefs concerned for my falvation,
than I myfelf am. A mongft fo many Kings of the
Jews, how many of them were there whnm any
liraelite, thus hlmdly tollowing, had not fallen into
idolatry, and dsftrultion? Yet neverchelefs, you
bid me be af good courage, and tell me that all is
pow fafe and tccurn bccaufe the magiftraie does
not enjoin the obfervance of his. own decrees in
patters of religion, bur only the "decrees of the
church. Ot what church | befeech you ? Ot that cer-
tainly which he likes bett. A5 ¢f be that compels
me by laws and “pepallies to enter into this or the otber
urch, did not interpofe bis otwn judgrment in the matter,
hat differ=nce is.there whether he lead me himiclt,
or deliver me over to be led by others ¢ I dep cnd ’
both ways ppon his will. [ am doubtfu! concern-
ing the dotrine of the Socimans, 1 am fulpicious of
the way of worlhip pratuled by the Papifts, or
Lutherms Will it be a joc the lafer for me 1o
. join either unto the one or the other of thofe church-
a1, uron the magiftraics command ; becaule he
commands no:hmg 10 teligion but by the authority
of the church ?
ut to foeak the truth, we muft acknowledge
that the church is for the- mcﬁ part more apt 1o be
influenced by the court, than the court by the
church, The Englith hitory affords us frefh ex-
amples, in the reigns of Henry the 8th, Edward the
6th, Mary, and Elizabeth, how caﬁly the clergy
c!unged their decrees, their articles of fau? their.
orm
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form of worthip, and every thirg, according to the
inclination of thofe Kiogs and Queens. Yet Wweie
thofe Kings and Queens of tuch different minds,
i point of religion, and enjoined thereupon fuch
different things, that no man in his wns (I had
almoft faid none but an Atheift) will prefumeto fay
that any upright worthipper of God coild, with a
fafe confcience, obey their feveral decrees. To
conclude. It 1s the fame thing whether a2 K ng that
prefcribes laws to another man's religion, pretend
to do it by his own judgmeant, or by the ecclcfiafli-
cal authority and advice of others. The decifions
of chuichmen, whofe differences and difputes are
fufficieatly known, canaot be any founder or fafer
thaa 4is, Nor caa all their fuffrages joined tuge-
ther add any new (trength unto the civil power.
Though this alfo muft be taken notice of, thac
princes feldom have any regard to the fuffiages of
ecclefialtics chat are not favorers of their uwn faith
and way of worfhip.

Buc after all, thc grincipal confideration, and which
ablolurely cetermines tnis controverfy, 16 this,
Alchough the magifirates opinion in religion be
found, and the way that he appoints be t:uly evan-
gelical, vet if I be not thoroughly perfuaded thereof
in my own mind, there will be ro (atery for me In
tollowirg it. No way whadoever thac I hall walk
in, againft the dictates of my confcience, will ever
bring me to the manfions of the blefled. I mav
grow rich by an art thac I take no delighcin [
may be cured of ‘~me dileafe by remedies thac [
have not faith in ; but 1 cannot be faved by a reli-

E gion
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gion that I diftruft, and by a worthip that I abhor.
it 1s in vain fcr an uabeliever to rake up the cut-
ward {how of another man’s profeflion.  Faith and
good works only, and finceritv inwardly, are the
things that procuce acceprance with God, In a
word, whaticever may be doubtful in religion,
which [ believe not to be truey, can be nelther true
or prifitable unto me,  In vain theretore do priee
compel thair fu~i-&s to come nto their chur *'1-
COmnunIen, thdzi preience of {aving ther touls,
Y they Ledizee, viiey will cotce of cheir own accord
it they éeideve vot, iherr comieg will not avail then,
How grcat foceer may bethe ‘ aetence of good-will
and c‘mrltv, aad concern for the falvas vn 9t mers
fouls, men cannos be toreed 1o bhe faveu whether
thev wiil or no. And therefere, when al ! 1s dore,
they muft te letr 1o iheir own eonfiences,

Havzug thus at leagth freed aen trem a” Corvi-
nion over cach orher in muariers of roliiong bt s
now (onficer wwhar toov ere 1y do. A onien koow
and wexaowled, ¢ the God ouent e b pueb
worthipped,  Men thretore conflitnred -a thes b
f‘er[y l‘l‘()U]u CnTeT l?liulfm"‘ ".-3o:yu‘u1 .77‘-’."1:‘(}1 H thac
they may wmeet waether, poc oty for e val ed i
cation, but tor e wio Nin ot Tiad, ano o offer
ucto his cicine Moy fuch icrvice us they ihem
felves are not a'hamced 8 5 and Boalty, thae by the
holinefs of lite, snd decent fora of wo (hip, they
ay Sidw o pers 0nio the fove of che true reioion,
and pertoraa tach orher thicgs inrehigion as cannot

-

be done by each privaie man apart,

Theic
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Tbefe rciigious focieties 1 call churches, and thee 2
a_y tbe magifirate vugkt to toierete.  For the bufinefs
of thele wilzmblies of the prople is nething but
what is lawtrul for every man in particclar to take
care of. INor 1n this cafe is there any difference be-
tween the nativnal chiurch, acd other feparated con-
gregations.  But as 1 every charch there are two
things elpecially to be conflidered 5 the outevard form
and rites of warfhip 3 and the dellrines and articles of
faith , thele 'hings mufl be hanaled each diftinct-
ly ; thar fo the whole matter of toleration may the
more clea'ly be underftood.

Cencerming outward worfb:p, the magiftrate has no
power 10 ¢ iturce by law, either in his own church,
or much lels tn another, the ufe of any rites or ce-
remson ¢s whadoever io the worfhip of God.  And
tnis, not only becaufe thefe churches are tree focie-
ties 3 bur becaufe whatfoever is praftifed in the
worthip ot God, i1s oniy (o tar ju®ifiable as it is be-
heveo by thofe who praétice it to be acceptable un-
to hiv. Whatioever is not done with that afiurance
of taith, ic penher well initelt, nor can it be ac-
ceprable 10 Goa, To impote foch things theretere
upon any peopit, contrary o their ow;.Juowncm
is in eff ree 1o conmand fiem 1o offend God 5 and
conlidening thar the end of all religion is 1o pleafe
Lim, and that Lherry is = ff ntiatly m‘rcﬂan to tha
end, the force of avi/ laiw 10 ceremounes, appears (0
be alu.d beyond cxpietlin,

But ;*' haps it v b coecluded fram hence,

thac T denyv o 0 dhe mug'ﬂr:ur' all menner of pPOow-
& abobt gn Lfievent things 5 wiach, 1f 1t b nog
giaiired

| 94



[ 36 ]

granted, the whole fubje@ matter of law-making is
taken away. No, I readily gradt that indifferent
rhings, and perhaps none but fuch are fubjefted to
the legiflative power. But it does not therefore
follow, that the magiftrate may ordain wbatfoever
be pleafes concerning any thing that is indifferent.
The public good 18 the rule and meafure of all law-
making. If a thing be not ufeful to the common-
wealth, though it be never fo indifferent, it may
not therefore be eftablithed by law. |

But further : Things never fo indifferent in their
owo nature, when they are brought into the worthip
of God, are removed out of the reach of the magii-
traes jurifdiction ; becauie in that ufe they have no
connexion at all with civil affairs.  The only bufi-
reis of the church is the worthip of God. And it
no ways concerns the commonwealth, or any mem-
bee of it, that this or the other ceremony be there
made ufe of. Neicher the ufe nor the omiffion ot
any ceremonies in thofe religious affemblies, does
either advantage or prejudice the life or eftate oi any
man. For example : let it be granted, that the wath-
ing of an infant with water 1s in itielf an indiffe-
rent thing,  Let it be granted alfo, that if the ma-
giftrate underftand fuch wathing 10 be profitable to
the curing or preventing of any difeaie that chil-
dren are fubjet vnto, and efteem the matter weigh-
ty enough to be taken care of by a law, 1n that cafe
he may order it to be gone. But will any one fay,
that a magiftrate has the fame right 10 ordain by
Jaw, thac all children fhall be baptized by priefts,
.0 the facied font ? The extreme difference of thefe

two
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two cafes is vifible to every one at firft fight, Orc
lec us apply the laft cale to the ¢»iid of a Jew, and
the thing will fpeak itfelf. For what hinders but a
chriltian magiftrate ma¥ have fubjcsthat are Jews?
Now it we acknowledge that fuch an injury may
nut be done unto a Jew, as to compel him, againtt.
bis own faith, to nradice in religion a thing that is
in ies nature indifferent ; bow can we maintaia thac

any thing of this kind may be done t0 a chriftian ?
Again. Thiog¢ in their own njture indifferent,
cannot by any humaa authority, be made any parc
of the worthip of God. for this very reafon, becaufe
they are inditferent.  For fince indifferenc things are
not capable, by any virtue of their owa to propitiate
the Deity ; no human power or authority can con-
fer on themn fo much dignity and excellency, as ta
enable them to do it. In the common affairs of life
thac ufe of indifferent things which God has not
forbidden, is free and lawtul : and therefore in
thole things civil avthoricy has place, But it is not
fo 1n matters of religion. Things indifferent are
not otherwife lawful in the warfhip of God than as
they are inftituted by God simfelf ; and as he by
fome pofitive command, has ordained them to be
made a part ot that worthip which he will accept at
the hands of poor finful men. Nor when an 104
¢enfed Deity fhall afk us, #Wbo bas required thefe
shings at your bands ? will it be enough to anfwer
him, that the magiftrate commanded them. It ci-
vil jurifdi€tion ex.cnded fo tar, what might not law-
fully be introduced into religion 2 What confufion
of ceremonics, what fuperftitious inventiong, built
upoas
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| upon the magiftrates authority, might not be im-
pufed upon the worfhippers ot God ? For the
prea.clt part of thefe ceremonies and fuperfiitions
confitt 1~ the religious ufe of fuch things as are in
their own nature indiffcient 3 nor are they finful
upon any other accounc than becaufe God is notthe
awthor of them. The fprinkling ot water, and the
nie of bread and wine, are both 1n their own narture,
and in the vrainary occaflions of hte, altogether 1n-
different.  Will any man theretore fay chat thete
things could have been iatroduced into rehigion, and
made a part ot divine worfhip, if not by divine 1a-
$tivaticn 2 1f any human avthority or civil power
could have done this ; why might it nut alfo enjoin
the eattng of filhy, and the drinking of ale, in the
holy barquet; as a part of divine worfhip 2 Wy
not the fprinkling ot the blond of bealts in church:
es, and expiations by water or fiie > But rhefe things,
how ndifferent foever they be in common ules,
when they come to be annexed unto divine worfhip,
without divine authority, they are as abominablz 1o
God, as the facrafice of a dog. And why a douy fo
abominable 7 What 4 frerence is there between a
dog and 12 goat, unlefs 1t be that God rtquired the
nfe of the one in his worfhip, and not of the other ¢
We {ce therefore that indiffcrent things, how much
foever they be onder the power of the ciztl orapit-
eraie, yet cannot upon that preeence be introduced
into, and impoled vpon religinus afizmblies 5 be.
":;mfc in the werfhip of God they wholly ccuh: ta
he indriterent. e thot worfhins God, doss it wich
Aefign 10 pivale hio,  But that caanat bz done by

DO Y o
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him, who, upon che command of another_ cfi-rsunta
God that whigh he knows wiii be dilvlealiog 1o hin,
tecaule not coormanded by himfelf. This s not to
pleaic God, or apoeale his wrath, but willingiy and
kaoowingly to provoke hin, by a mamicit ¢na-
tempt ; which is a thing abiolately repugnaoe o
the nature and cnd of worthip.

Bt ic will be here ofk-d, If nothing belone u.'[' 29
divine worfbip be /eft 1o buman aifcreticn, bow is it
ther tkat churches tiemfelves bave the potver of orterig
anv thing about the time and place of wworyliip, 4. 158
tzée 2 Vo this [ antwer, that 1o religious worlhip
we rmuft ditingoifh between what 15 part of the
worthip itllf, and whatis but a circumRance. 1 hat
1s a pare of the worthip' which s believed to be ap-
puinted by God; and cherefore is neceffary. Cira-
cu mt‘anccs are fuch things which, though in gencral
they canno be feparated from worlhlp vet the par-

ticular .nftances or modifications of them are rog
determined 5 and therefore chey are indifferent, Of
this fort are the time and place of worthip, tive-balit
and pofure ot them who worthip,  Thele are cir-
cumitances, and perleétly indifferent where God has
not given any exprels command about them.  For
=xahple ; among the Jews the time and place of
their worthip, and the habits of thofe that cificrated
It i, were pot meer circumftances, but a partof
the worthip itfelf ; in which if any thmp wee (e

fective, or diffeient trom the iciticetnn, they could
not hope thac it would be accepied hy God. Bue
thefe 1o chriftians voder the hberry of the goipel,

are meer ciccunttances of wordhip, which the pru-
ceri.s
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dence of every church may bring iato fuch ufe ag
fhall be judged molk fubfervient to theend of order,
decency aad edification. Though even under the
gofpel alfo, thofe who believe the firlt or the feventh
day to be fec apart by God, and conf:crated ftill to
his wor(hip, to them that portion of time is not a
fimple circumftance, but a real parc of divine wor-
th:p, which can neither be changed nor neglected.

In the next place, As the magiftrate has no power
to smpefe by his laws, the ufe of ceremonies in any
church, fo neither has he any power to forbid the
vfe of luch ceremonies as are already received, ap-
provec, and practifed by sny church. Becaufe if
ke did fo, be woulc. deftroy the church itfelf, the
end of whofe inttitution is only to worlhip God
with freedom, after its own maaner.

You will fay, by this rule if fome congregations
fhould have a mind to facrifice mfumts, or lufifally
pollute themfelces in promifcuous uncleannefs, or prac.
tice aoy other fuch hcinous enormities, is 2be ma-
gillrate obliged to tolerate them, becavfe they are
praiifed in a religious aficmbly ? [ anfwer, no,
Thefe thiogs are not lawful in the ordinary courfe
of life, nor in any private houfe ; and theretore
aeither are they {o in the worfhip of God, or in any
religious meeting. But indeed if any people con-
gregated upon account of religion, thould be defir-
ous to facrifice a calf, I deny that 2bst ought to be
prohibired by a law. Melibzus, whele calt it is,
may lawfolly kill his pwa calf at home, and burn
any part of it that he thinks firz. For no injury is
ghereby doae to any one, no prejudice to another

man’s
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man’s goods. And for the fame reafon he may kill
his calt alio in a religious meeting. Whether the
doing (o be well-pleafing to God or no, it is theic
-)are to confider that do it. And thus what may
be fpeaton a feaft may be fpent on a facrifice,
But if peradventure fuch were che ftate of things,
that the intereft of the commonwealth required all
flaughter of beafts hou!s be forbora for a certain
time, in order to the increafing of the ftock of cat-
tle, that had been deftroyed by fome extraordinary
eurrain ; who fees not that the mag:ftrate, infuch
a cafe, may forbid all his fubj-&s 10 kill calves for
any ufe whadluever? OQhaly *us to be obferved,
that in this cafe the law is not made about a religi-
ous, but a political mauter; nor is the facrifice,
but the faugkter of calves thereby prohibited,

By this we ice what difference there is between
the church and the commonwealih. Whatfuever
ts lawful i the commoowealth, cannot be prohib-
ited by the magittrate ia the church. Whatfoever
is permitted gnto any one of his fubje@s for their
ordinary ufe neither can, nur ought to be forbidden
by him to any {e& of prople for their religious ufes,
If any man may lawtully take bread or wine, cither
fiting or kaneeling, in his own houle, the Jaw ought
not toabridge himof the fameliberty in his religious
worfhip; tho’in the churchthe ufe of bread and wing
be very differenr, and be there applied to the myf-
teries of farnth, and divine wor(hip.

It may be faid; #Wbhat if a cburch be idolatrous,
3 that alfo to be tolerated by the magifirate # 1n an-
wer, I afk 3 what power caan be given to the ma-

E gtrace
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giftrate for the fuppreffion of an idolatrous church,
which may not, 7o time and place, be made ule of
to the ruin of an orthodox ane ?  For it muft be
remembered that the civil power is the fame every
where,“and the religion of every prince is orthodox
tp himfelf. If therefore fuch a pawer be granted
qato the civil magiftrate in fpiritvals, asthat ag Gene.
va (for example) he may cxtirpate, by violence,
the religion which is there reputed idolatrous 3 by
the fage rule another magiftrate, in fume neigh-
boyring coqnuy, may opprefs the reformed reii-
gion ; aad, in Turkey, toe chriftian.  The civil
power can cither change every thing in religion,
according to the prince’s pleafure, or 1t can chanye
nothing. If it be once perniitted to ntrocuce any
thing into religion, Ly the meaas of laws and pen.
alties, there can be no bouads put to ity but it will
- io the fame manoer be lawful (0 alieg every thmg,
according to that rule of truth which the magiftia:
has framed unto bimfclf, No mao whadfuever ough;
therefare to be deprived ot his caithly enjoyments,
upon account af his religion. Noi rven Luiks,
fubje&ed unto a chriflian prince, are ro be punifh.
ed cither in body or goods, tor a6t embracing ouve
faith and woithip, I they are pertvaged thar they
pleafe God in abferving the rites ot their own coyn.
try, and that they fhall ohtain happinefs by thae
means, they are to be ictt unto God and themicives,
et us trace this matter to the botiom, T dus it is.
An inconfiderable and weak number of chriftians,
deftitute of every thing, arrive in a pagan couontry,
Thefe foreigners befeech the inhabitants, by the
bowels
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bowels of humanity, thac chey would fuccour them
with the neceffaries of hife. Thele uvceffaried ave
givtn them ; hatitations aie granred ; 2nd they #ll
{oin together, 2nd grow up into ene body of peo~
ple. The chrftian religion by this means Skes
toot in that country, and fpreads itfeif; but does
not fuddenly grow the ftrongeft. While things are
in thit¢ condition, peace, friendihip, taith, add @-
qual juRice, are prefeived smonglt them. Ac
lengeh the magiitrace becomes a chriltian, aed by
that dheans their party becomes the molt powerful.
Then immediately all compads are 10 be broked,
il civil rights to be violared, that idolatry ‘mdy Be
extirpated ; amd unlefs chefe innocent pagins, firiét
oblervers of the rules of equity aid ot thé law of
naiure, and no ways offending agaidlt the laws of
the fociety, I fay unlefs they Will forfake «reir an-
cienc religion, and embrace s acew and ftradge obd,
they are o be turaed oot of the {ands and pofltHivrs
ot thtir forefathers, add perhaps depiived of life it
fe¥f. Theoatlaft it appears what zeal for the
charch, joined withthe defite of domnfes, is capa-
ble 1o produce ; ahd hew eafily the pretende of re-
ligion, ferees for a cluik 16 coveétoulntss, rapive
ahd Raoghrer. ,
Now whofoever maintains that idvldrry 8 to be
foottd out éf any place by laws, punithménts, he,
and fword, may apply ths Rory 10 himfelf. For
the reafon of thie ching is equil, both in Turkey,
Amerita, and Eorope. And nenher pagans rhere,
nor any diffentng chriftians here, can with aay right
be deprived of their worldly pouds = nor #é any
ctinl
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civil rights to be either changed or violated upon
accoum of religion 1n one place more than another,

But idolatry ({ay fome) is a_fin, and therefore not
to be tolerated. If they faid, it were therefore to be
svoided ; the inference were good. But it does not
follow, that becaufe it is a fin, it ought therefore to
be pudifhed by the magiftrate. For it does net
belong unto the magiftrate to make ufe of his fword
in punithing every thing, indifferently, that he takes
to be a fin againft God. Covetoufnefs, impeniten-
¢y, uncharitablencfs, and many other things are fins,
by the confeat of all men; which yet no man ever
faid were to be puoithed by the magiftrate, The
realOn is; becaufe they are not prejudicial to other
mens rights, nordo they break the public peace of
focicties. Nay, even the fins of lying, and perju-
ry, are no where punifhable by laws; unlefs in
certain cafes, in which the real turpitude of the
ehing is evident, and where the offeace againft God,
are not confidered, butonly the injury done unto
our ncighbours, dnd to the commonwealth. And
what if in another country, to s pagan prince, the
chriflian religion feem falfe and offenfive to God;
may not the chriftians, for the fame reafon, and af-
ter the fame manner, be extirpated there ?

But it may be urged further, tdcz by the lew of
Moles, fdelaters were to be rooted ous. True indeed,
by the law of Mofes : but that is not obligatory to vs
chriftians. No body pretends that evety thing ge-
nerally, enjoioed by the Jaw of AMyfes, ought to be
praltifed by chriftians. But there is nothing more

f:ivolous than that common diftiaction of morél,
Judicial



[ 45 )

judicial and ceremonial law, which men ordinarily
make ufe of. For no pofitive law, whatfoever,
can oblige any people, buc thofe to whotn it is giv-
co, Hear O Ifraely fofficiently reftrains che obliga-
tion of the law of Aofes only to that people: and
this confideration alone is anfwer enough unw
thofe that urge the authority of che law of Mofes;
for the infliQing of capital proifhmeats upon idol-
aters, But bowever, I will examine this argu-
ment a little more particularly.

The cafe of idolaters, io refpe® of the Fewih
commonwealeh, falls under a double confideration.
The firft is, of thofe who, being initiated in the
Mofaicdl rites, ahd made citizens of that common-
wealch, did afierwards apofter-- from the worthip
of the God of [frael. Thefe were proceeded againft
as traitors| and rebels, guilty of no lefs than bigh
dreafon. For the commonweslth of the Yews, dif-
ferent in thac from all others, it was abfolute Thee-
cracy 3 nor was thete or could there be, any differ-
ence between that commonwealth and the church.
The laws eftablithed there conterning the worfhip
of one invifible Deity, were the civil ;aws of that
people, and a part of their political government; in
which God himielf was the legiflator. Now if any
one can fhew me where there is 2 commonweslth,
at this time, conftituted upon that foundation, I
will acknowledge that the ectlefiaftical Jaws do
there unavoidably become a part of the civi/; and
that the fubjeQs of that government both may, snd
ought to be kept in ftri& conformity with thac
Church, by the civdl power- But there is abfo:otc-

y
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Iy no fuch thing, under the gofpel, as a chriftian
commonwealth. Theré are, indeed, many cities
and kingdoms that have profeflcdly embraced the
faith of Chrit ; but they have retained their an-
cient form of gove:nment; with whith the law of
Chrit hath not at all meddled. e, indeed, hath
taught men how, by faith and good works, they
may attaio eternat fife, But he ioftituted no ¢om-
monwealth. He prefcribed vnto hiy followers no
pecaliar form of government ; nor par be the fword
tntq sny magiftrate’s hand, with commiffion tb
make uie of it 4n forcing men to forfake their for-

mer religion, and receive bis. |
&:-37, f'orcigners, and fuch as were ftrangers
ta the commonwealib of Ifrael, were not compell’d
by force to obferve the rites of the Mofaital law.
But, onthe contracy, in the very faine place, where
st is ordered, that an Ifrcelite, 1hat was a# idolater,
“ be put 1o death, thete it is provided, thac
Srumgers foosld not be. wexed mor opprefed.  Exod.
22. 20, 21. 1 confefs, that the feven nations,
shat poficft the land which was promiied to the .}
posdites, were utterly to be cut of. But this was
pot fingly becapfe they were idolaers, ¥or, if
shat had been the ceafon ; why were che Madbites,
and other natigns tobe fpared ? No, the realon is
this. God being in a peculiar manner the king of
the Fews, he coyld not fuffer the adorition of any
other Deity, (which was properly an aét of high
preafon againft himfelf) in :hc?and of Canaan, which
was his kingdom. Kor fuch a manifeft revole
¢ould oo ways cpabt with his dominion ‘ﬂ;glé’h
- wal
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was perfe®ly political, in thae country.  All idol-
atry was therefore to be rooted vut of the bouads
of his kingdom ; becaute it was an ackrowledg-
ment of anvther God; thac is (o fay, anothec king 3
again® the laws of h.s empire.  The inhabuansy
were alfo o be driven out, thag the entire pclefion
ot the land might be given to the Jfraclises.

Amonglt fo maay captives taken, lo many- nitiona
reduced under their obedience, we find not one rban
farced inta the Jewith religion, and the worthip of
the irue God ; and pun:fhed tor idolatry tbough
21l of them were cerczinly guilty of it. LI any one
indeed, becoming a profelyge, deiired (o be made a
citieen of their commonwealch, he was obliged to
{ubharig unco their laws ; thac s, to embrace thetr
religion. But this he did willingly, on his own ac-
Qurd, oot by conftraiar, and follicned for itas g
privilege 4 and as foon as he was admirtted, he bes
came {ybje@ to the laws of thie commonweahh 3 by
which all igolatry was forbidden withip the borders
of the land of Canaan. But that law (as | have
fara) did not reach tg any of thofe regions, however
{ulgjeed unto the Jews, that were fizuatea withoss
thofe boynds. ’ '

‘Thus far concernirg outward woithip. Let ug
now confider arsicles qf faith.

The articles of rel-giun 1-¢ fome of them praZicaly
and fowne fpeculative. Naow, though buch torts
confilt 1a the kKoowledge of truth, yégchele termms
ate figply in the undc_rﬁand_ing, thofe influehce the
will and manners.  Speculative opinions; therefore,
and sriicles of fairh (as they are cilled) cannos be

| - impofed
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impofed om any church by the law of the land,
For ic is abfurd that things fhould be enjoined by
laws, which are not in mens power to perform,
Aod to believe this or that to be true, does not de-
pend upon our will. But of this enough has been
faid already. But (will fome fay) let men at leaft
profefs that they believe. 4 fweer religion indeed,
that abliges suen 10 tell lies both 1o God and man. It
the magftrate thinks to fave men thus, he frems to
vaderffand little of the way of falvation. And if
be does it not in order to fave them, why is he fo
follicitous about the arcicles of faith as to0 ena@ them
by alaw ?

Fartber. The Magiftrate ought not to forbid
the preaching or profefling ot any {peculative opi-
nions in gny church, becaufe they have no manner
of relation to the civil rights ot the fubje@®s. 1t a
Roman Catholic believe zbas 10 be really the body
ot Chrift, which another man calls bread, he does
00 injury thereby to hi: neighbor. It a Jew do not
believe the Newteftament to be the word of God,
he does not chereby alter any ching in mens civil
rights. [f a hcathen doubt of both te@aments, he
is not therefore to be punithed as a pernicious citi-
zen. The power of the magiftrate, and tie eftates
of the people, may be equally fecure, whether any
w30 believe theie things or no. I readily grane,
that thefe opinioas are falfe & abfurd. But the bufi.
pefs of laws is not 0 provide for the truth of opini-
ons, bug for the fatety aad fecurity of the com.
monwealth, and of every particular mans goods
aod perfon, Andfoit ought o be. For truth

gercainly,
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certainly would do well enough, if (he were once

Jeft to fhift tor herfelf. She feldom has received,
and I fear never will receive, much affiftance from

the civil power. She is not taught by laws, nor

has fhe any nced of farce to procure her entrance ine

to the minds of men. Errorsindeed prevail by the
affitance of toreign and borrowed fuccors, Butif

tru:h makes ncc her way into the underftanding by

her own light, fhe will be but the weaker for any

borrowed force; violence cannotadd to her. Thus

much for fpeculative opinions, Let us now pro-

ceed to praftical ones.

A good life, in which confifts not the Jeaft part of
religion and true piety, firengthens alfo the civil
goverament ; and in it lies religion and civil fafety.
Moral a8ions belong therefore to the jurifdi®ion both
of the outward and inward § both of the civil and
domeltick ; 1 mean, a good life, the evidence of
religion, which will at Jeatt include civility. Hoere
therefore is great danger, lealt one of thete jurifdic-
tions intrude upon the other, and difcord arife bee
tween the keeper of the public peace, and the laws
of the church. Buc if what has been already faid
conceraing the limits of both thofe governaients be
righdy coulideicd, it will ealily remove all dificuliy
in this mateer.

Every man bas an immortal foul, capable of
eternal happinefs or mifery ; whole happinefs de.-
pending upon his believing, It followsfrom thence,
1. That tbe obtervance of thefe things is rhe
highe® obligation thar *ies upon mankind,and tha
Qur utmoft care and c...%ence, oughs o be cxercife&

| in
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in the fearch and performance of chem ; becaufe
there is nothing in this world that is of any confi-
deration in comparifon with eternity fpent in the
worthip of God. 2dly. That feeing one man does
not violate the right of another, by his erroneous
opinions, and uadue manner of worfhip, nor is his
perdition any way prejudicial to other aiens affairs 4
therefore the care of each mans falvation belongs
only to himfelf. But I would not have this under-
ftood, as if I meant hereby to condema all charita-
ble admonitions, and affe@ionate endeavors to reduce
men from errors ; which are indeed the greateft
duty of a chriftian. Any one may employ as many
exhortations aud arguments as he pleales, towards
the promoting of another man’s falvation. Buu ajl
force and compuifioa are to be forborn. Nothing
is to be dane compulfively. No bady is obliged in
that matcer o yiela abedience ungp the admonitions
or injun&ions of another, further than he himfelf iy
perivaded. Every wman, in that, has the tupreme
and abfolute authority of judging for himfelf. And
the reafon 15, becaufe no bady elle is concerned 1n it,
nor can receive any prejudice from his conduct
therein. v

But befides their {nuls, which are immortal; men
have allo their temporal lives here upon carch ; the
ftate whereof being trail and ficetirg, and tne dura-
tion uncertain 3 they have need of leveral outward
conveniences to the fupport thereof, which are to be
procured or preferved by pains and induftry. But
the depravity of mankind be:ing fuch, thag they had
rather injurioufly prey upon the fruits of other mens

' - labours,
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labours, than take pains to provide for themfelves ;
the neceflity of preferving men in the pofieflion of
what honeft indultry has already acquired ; and alfo
of preferving their liberty and ftrength, wheteby
théy miay acquire what they turther want ; obliges
men o enter 10to fociety with one another 5 that by
motoal afflitance, and joint force, they may fecure
unto each other their properties, in the things that
contribute to the comioit and happinefs of this life ;
feaving in the mean while to every ofan the éare of
his own eternal happinefs, the attainment whereot
can neither be faciliated by another man’ induftry,
nor can the lofs of it turn to another man’s hurd,
nor the hope of it be forced from him by dny ex-
ternal violence. Bu: foraimuch as men thus enter-
ing into focieties, grounded upon their mutual
compadls of affiftance, tor the defence of their tem-
poral goods, may deverthelels be deprived of them,
either by the rapine and fraud of their fellow citl-
gens, or by the hoftile violence of foreigners; the
remedy of this evil confiits in arms, riches, and 4
multitude of cit'zens 3 che remedy cf the other in
laws ; and the care of ali chings relating both fo the
one and the other, is commitied by the fociety to
the civil magirate. This is the original, this is the
ufe and thele are the bounds of the leg.flative power,
in every commonwealth. | mean, that provifion
may be made for the fecurity of each man’s privace
poffeffions ; for the peace, riches, and public com-
modities of the whole people; and as much as pol-
fible, for the increafe of ther inward T engih, againtt
foreign invafions, .
T hefe
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Thefe things being thus explained, it is eafy to
underftand to what end the legiflative power oughe
to be direfted, and by what meafures regulated ;
snd that is the temporal good and ouvtward profpes
rity of the fociety, which is the fole reafon of mens
entering into fociety, and the oaly thing they feek
and aim at in it. And it is alfo evident what liberty
remains to men in reference to their eternal falvation
and thac is, that every one fhould do what he in his
confcience is perfuaded to be acceptable to the Al
mighty, on whofe good pleafure and acceptance
depends his eternal happinefs. For obedience is due
;n the Arft place to God, and afterwards to the
aws, ’

But fome may alk, What if the magifirate foould
enjoin any shing by bis authority th.t appears uslawful
20 the confeience of aprivate perfon ? 1 antwer, That if

vernment be faithfully adminiftered, 8 the coun-
els of che magiftrate be indeed direéted to the public
good, this will feldom happen, But if perhapsitdo fo
fall out 3 I fay, that fuch a private perfon is to ab-
ftain from the altion that be judges lawful; and
he is to uadergo the punifhment, which it is not
unjuft for him to bear. For the private judgment
of any perfon concerning a law enafted in political
matters, for the public good does pot take away the
obligation of that law, nor deferve a difpenfation.
Buc if the law indeed be concerning things that lie
not within the verge of the magiftrate’s auchority ;
(as for example, that the people, or any party a-
mongft them, fhould be compelled to embrace a
ftrange religion, and join in the worfhip and cere-

monies
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monies of another church,) men are not in thefe
cales obliged by thac law, againft their conlciences.
For the political (ociety is inftituted tor no other
end but only to fecure every man's poffeflion of the
things of this life. The care of each man’s foul,
and of the things of heaven, which neither does be-
long to the commonwealth, nor ¢an be fudjedled to
it, 15 lefc entirely to every mans felf. Thus the
fafeguard of mens lives, and of the things that be-
long unto this life, is the bufinefs of the common-
wealth ; and the preferving of thofe things unio
their owners is the duty of the magiftrate, And
therefore the magiftrate cannog take away thefe
worldly things from #bis man, or party, and give
them to that ; nor change property amongft fel-
low fubjets, (ne not even by law) for any caufe
thac has no relation to theend of civil government ;
I mean, fortheirreligion; which whetherjitbe truear
falfe, does no hurt to the woridly concerns of their
fellow-fubje@s, which are the things that only belong
unto the care of the commoanwealth.,

But what if the magifirate believe fuch a lavo as this
20 be for tbe public goos ? I anfwer: As the private
judgmeat of any particular perfon, if erroneous,
does not exempt him from the obligation of law, fo
the private judgment (as I may cati 1t) of the magif-
trate does not give him any new right of impofing
laws upon his fubje@s ; which neither was iz tbe
¢conflitation of the government granted him, nor ever
was in the power of the peopleto grant ; and leaft
of all, if he make it his bufinefs to enrich and ad-
vance his followers and fellow-feQaries, with the

' fpoils
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ipoils of others. But wbat if the magifirate belicve
that be kas 8 right to make [uch laws, and that they
are for the public good ; and bis [ubjelis believe 1he
vomivary ¢ WWbe foall be judge beftveen them ? 1 an:
fwery God alone. For ihere is no judge upon earth
between the Supreme Magittrate and the peonle.,
Gad, 1 fay, is the only Judge in this cafe, who will
reward Onlo every one at the laft day according to
his deferts 3 that is, according to his fincerity and
upsightnefs, in endeavoring to promote piety, and
the public weal and peace of Mankind. But wbat
piall be dowe in the mearwoile 7 1 anfwer : The
principal_and chiet care of every one ought to be
of his bwa foul fir(t, and which i frictly conlfittent
with the public peace. |
~ Thete are two forts of contefts amonglt men
the coe manapged by law, the other by torce 3 aml
~ ehey are of that nature, that where the one ends,
~ the other always begins, But it is not my Bufinels
- 80 genquire into the power of the magiftrate in che
- dvfferent cooRitutions of nations. [ only know
 what ufsally happens where controverfics arife,
without 2 judge to determine them. You will fay
then the magiftrate being the fironger will have his
will, aod carry his point. Without doubt, But
the queftion is fiot here concerning the doubtfulnefs
uk sheevent, buc theraleof righs.
But t0 come 10 particulars, I fay, Firf, no o
jpinions coatrary to human fociety, or to thofe mo-
- sal rules which®are neceflary 10 the prefervation of
civil fociety, are o be tolerated by the magiftrace.
But of thele, examples *in any church a:epmgc.
or
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For no fe& can eafily arrive to fuch a drgree of mad-
pefs, asthat it fhould thiok fir to teach, for doc~
trines of religion, fuch things as manrfeﬁly pnder-
orine the fouadations of foc‘ety, and are theretore
condemned ny the judgment of gll manfnd be-
c:ufe their own incerett, peace, regurtation, every
thing, would be thereby endangered.

Anovhcr more fecret evil, but more dangerovs ta
the commonwcalth IS, when men arrogate to them-
felves, and 0 thofc of their own fe&, lome pecali-
ar prerogative, covered over with a fpecious fhew
of deceittul words. buc in effelt qppoﬁrc to the civ-
i) right of the community. For exanple. We
capnot find any fe@ that teaches exprefsly, and o-
penly, that men are not obliged to keep their pro-
mife; thac priaces may e dcthroncd by thpfe that
Giffce trom them io réligion 5 or thar the domvinign
of all things belongs only 10 themfelves. For thefe
thmgs, propofed ‘hus na‘:edly and plamly, wou!d
foon draw on them the eye and hand of the mapii-
trate, and awakcn ali the care of the commonwmhh
to a watchfulnefs again® che fpreading of (o dange:-
ous an cvil. But neverthelels, we find thofe that
fay the fame things, io other words.  What elie do
they mean, who tcach taal faith is nat to bekept trith
bereticks ? Their meamng 1s, that the yrwuedgc
ot hieaking faith belongs bato tbemfelyes : tor they
declare all that are not of their com numon to be
hereticks, or at lealt may declare them"fo whenfo-
ever they think fir, What can be the meaning of
their afferting chat kings excomggmttd forfeit their
erovng and kingdams t ~ 1 is evideat that they there-

- by
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by arrogate unto themfelves the power of depofing
kings: becaufe they challenge the power of excom.
munication, as the peculiar right of their hierarchy,
That dominion is founded in grace, is allo an affer.
tion by which thofe who maintain it do plainly lay
claim to the pofieflion of @} things. For they are
not fo wanting to themfelves as not to profefs, them.
felves to be the truly pious and faithful. Thefe
therefore, who attribute the faithful, religious and
orthodox ; that is, in plain terms, unto themfelves ,
any peculiar priviledge or power above other mor-
tals, in civil concernments; or who, upon pretence
of religion, do challengé any mancer of authority
over fuch as are not affociated with :hem in their
ecclefiattical communion s | (ay thefe have no right
to be tolerated in this, by the magiftrate; as nei-
ther thofe who will not own and teach the duty ot
tolerating all men in matters of mere religion. For
what do all thefe and the like do&rines fignify, but
that .hofe men may, and are ready upon any occa-
fion to feize the goverament, and poffifs themfelves
of the eRates of their fellow-fudje@s ; and that they
only afk leave to be tolerated by the magiftrate fo
long, uatil they fiad themfelves ftrong enough to
effot it ?

Again ; that church can have no right to be to-
lerated by the magiftrate,” which is conitituted up-
un fuch a bottom, that all chofe who enter into it
do thereby, ip/o fallo, deliver themfelves up to the
protection and fervice of another earthly prince,
For by this means the magiftrate would give way to
the fettling of a foreign juriidi@ion in his own coune

try,
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try, and {uffer his own people to be lifted, as i
were, for foldiers againfthis own governmeat. Noe
does the frivolous diftinéticn between the court and
the church afford any remedy to this inconveniencey
cipecially when both the one and the other are
equally fubje@ in civil matters to the abfolyte au-
thority of the fame perign. It is ridiculous for a-
ny one to profefs himfelf to be 2 Mahometan oaly
in his religion, but in every thing elfe a faithful
fubjecttoa chriftian magiftrate, whilft atthe fametime
he acknowledges himlelf bound (o yield blind obe.
dience to the Mufti of Conftantinople ; who him-
felf is entirely obedient to the Ottoman cmperor,
and frames the oracles of that religion according to
his pleafure. But this Mahometas living among(t
chriftians, would yet more apparently renounce
their government, if be acknowledged the fame
perfon to be head of his church who is the fupreme
magiltrate in the ftate.

lc remains that 1 fay fomething concesning thofe
aflemblies, which being vulgarly called, ovrferies
of factions and feditions, are tho’c to afford the
ftrongelt matcrer of ob_;e&non agaioft this do&:ine of
toleration.  But this has not happened by any thing
peculiar unto the genius ot fuch sffemblics, but by
the unhappy citcum(tances of an opprefl=d libercy,
Thefe acculations would foon ceale, if the law of
toleration were once fo fettled, that all c.aurches
were obliged to lay down mlcration as the iounda.
.tion of their own hbcrty ; and teach that liberty of
confcience 18 every man’s natural right, eaally bc.
longing to diffenters as to themfelves 3 aca that no

H body-
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body ought to be compelled in marters of religion,

either by law or force. The eftablifliment of this
one thing would take away all ground of complaints
and tumules vpen account of confcience.  And
thefe caufes of dilcon-ents and animofities being
once removed, there weuld remain nothing 1n theie
allemblies that were not more peacable, and lefs
apt to produce difturbance ot ftate, than in any o-
ther meetings whatfoever, But let ustxamine pat-
ticularly the heads of thefe accufations,

You'll fay, That affemblies and meetings endanger
the public peace, and tbreaten ide comn.onwealth. |
anfwer : 1t this be fo, why are theqe doily fuch nu-
merous meetings in markets, and couvrts of judica-
ture? and a concrurfe ot people in cities iutfered ?
You’ll replv 5 thefe are civil aff=mblies ; but thotz
that we obj=&t againft are ccclefiaftical. 1 antwer:
’tis a hikely thing indeed, that fuch allembiies as are
alzogether remote from civil affurs, thould be moft
apt to tmbroil them, But it will be urged ftii,
that civil affemblies areopen, and tree tor any one
to enter into; wherezs religious conventiclesare more
private, and thereby give cpportunity tu clonde!-
tine machinations. [ an{wer, that thisisnes firiédly
true: for manv civii allemblies aie not open to eve-
1y ooe.  And if {ome religious meetings be private,
“who are they ( I pefeech you) that are to be bhan-
edfe: 1t ?  Thofe that defire, or thole that torbid
their being public > Again ; you’ll fay, that re-
ligious communion does exceedingly vnite mens
minds and aff«€ions to one another, and 1s theree

fore the more dangerous. Bat if this be fo, why
18
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is not the magiftrate atraid of his own church; and
why does he not forbid their atiembiies, as things
dangerous to his government? You'll fay, be-
caufc he himielf is a part, and even the herad of
them. As it he were aot alto a part ot the com-
monwealth, and the head ot the whole people.

Lt us therefore deal plainly, The magittrate is
afraid ot other churches, but not of his oway be-
caufe he is kind and favourable to the one, bucfe.
vere and cruel to the other. Tbhefe he treats like
childres, and 1adulges them ¢ven to wantonnefs :
tbofe he ules as laves ; and how blamelefsly forver
they demean themielves, recompentes them no o-
therwife than by prifons, conilicacivas, and death.
T beje he cherithes and detends : 744o/2 he eontiaually
icourges and opprefles.  Let iy wurn the tables:
or let thofe difienters erioy but the [ame privileges
12 civils as his ocher fubjeéts, and he will quickly
find thau thele religious meetings will be no longer
aangerous,  For if men enter into feditious con-
tpir- ‘es, 'tis aot rehgion that infpires them to it in
the.. meetings ; but their fufferings and oppreflicns
thac make them willing to eale themfelves. Juftand
modera > governments are every where quiet, every
where fate. But oppreflion raifes ferments, and
makes men ftruggle so caft off an ynealy and tyran-
nical yoke. 1 know rhat fediions are very fre-
quently raifed, upon pretence of religion.  But ’us
as true that, tor religicn, fubjeéts are fiequeatly ill
created, and live mierably,  Believe me, the flirs
that are made proceed nos fiom any peculiar temper
of this or that church or religicus fociety 5 but fion

the
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the common difpofition of all mankind, who whes
they groan underany heavy burthen, endeavour natu-
rally co thake ofF the yoke that galls their necks. Sup-
pofe this bufinefs of religion were let alone, and
that there were fome other ditin&ion made between
men and men, upon account of their different com.
lexions, fhapes and features; fo that thofe who
Eave black hair (for example) or grey eyes, fhould
not enjoy the fame privileges as other citizens ;
that they fhould not be permitted either 0 buy or
fell, or live by their callings; can it be doubted
but thefe perfons, thus diftinguithed from others
by the colour of their hair and eyes, and united to.
gether by one common perfecution, wou!d be as
dangerous to thie magiftrate, as any others that had af-
fociated themfelves meerly upon the account of reli-
ioa. Some enter into company for trade and pro-
~ fit: others, for want of bufinefs, have their clubs
- for clarret : neighbourhoods join fome, and religi-
~ onothers, But there is one only thing which ga-
thers people into feditious commotions, and thatis.
OPPRESSION.

You'll fay; what, will you have people meet at
divine fervice againf? the magifirates will ? 1 anfwery
why, I pray, agantt his will? Is it not both law-

| and neceffary that they thould meet? Againft

is will, do youfay ? That’s what I complain of,
iThatis the very root of all the miflchief. Why
are affemblies lefs fufferable ina church than in a

. market? Thofe that meet there are not more vi«
' elous, or more turbulent, than thofe that meet elfe-

where. Take away the partiality that is ufed- tow-
| ards
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ards them in matters of common right; change the
laws ; take away the penalcies unto which they are
{fubje@ted ; and all things will immediately become
fafe and peaceable., Nay, thofe that are averfe to

the religion of the magiftrate, will thiok chemfelves

fo much the more bound to maintain the peace of
the commonwealth, astheir condition is better in
that place thap elfewhere ; and all the feveral con-
gregations, like fo many guardians of the' public
peace, will watch one another, that nothing may
be changed in the form. of the government: be-
caufe they can bope for nothing better than what
they already enjoy; that is, an equal condition
with their fellow fubje@s, uader g juft and mode-
rate government. Nuaw if that church, which a-
grees io religion with the prince, be efteemed the
chief {fupporc of any civil government, and that for
no other reafon than becaule the prince is kind, and
the laws are favorable to it 3 how much greatee
will be the fecurity of a government, where all good
fubjeéts, of whatfoever church they be, witbout a-
ny diftin&ios upup account of religion, enjoying
the fame favour of the prince, and the fame bene-
fit of the laws, fhall become the common fupport
and guard of it; and where none will have any oc-
cafion to fear the feverity of the laws, but thofe
that do injuries to their neighbors, and offend a-
gainft the civil peace ?

That we may draw towards a conclufion. The
Jum of all we drive at is, 2bat every man may enjoy
the fame rights tbat are granted to atbers. s it per-

rotteed to warfhip God in the Roman manner ¢ Let
it

i

|
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it be permitted to do it in the Geneva form alfo. Is
it permitted to {peak Latin in the market-place ?
Let thofe that have a mind toit, be permitted todo
ic alfo in the church. Is it lawfui for any man in
his own houfe, to kneel, ftand, fic, or ufe any other
pofure ; and to cloath himfelf in white or black,
in thort or in long garments 2 Let it not be made
unlawful to eat bread, drink wine, or wath with
water, in the church. Ia a word ¢ whatioever
things are left free by law in the common occafions
of life, let them remain free uato every church in
divine worthip. Let no man’s life, or body, or
houfe, or eftate, fuffer any manner of evi) upon thete
accounts. Can you allow of the Prefbyterian dif-
cipline ? Why fthould not thé Epifcopal allo have
what they like ?

Ecclefiaftical afleniblies, and fermons, are juftifi-
able by daily experience, and public allowance.
. Thefe are aliowed to people of fome one perfuafion,
‘why not to all - It any thing pafs in a religious
'meeting fed.tioufly, and contrary to the public
peace, it is to be punifhed io the fame manner, and
no otherwife than it it had happened in a fair or
market. Thefe meetings ought not to be fan&ua-
ries for faQious tellows ; nor ought it to be lefs
lawful for men to meet in ®hurches than in halls 3
mor are one part of the fubjeéts to be efteemed more
,blameable for their meeting together than another,
!Every one is to be acccuntable for his own atti-
'ons 3 and no man is v be laid under a fufpicion or
odium, for the fault of another. Thofe thac are
‘fedicious, murderers, thicves, robbers, adulierers,

flanderecs,
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flanderers, 8&c. of whatfoever church, whethet na-
tonal or not, vught to be punilbed and fuppreflcd.
But cthofe whofe words and a®ions are peaceable,
ought to be upon equal terms with their fellow
fubje@s. Thus if foiemn affemblics, obiervacions
of teftivals, pubiic worthip, be permittcd (0 any
one fort of profeflors; all thele things ought to be
permitted to the Prefbyceriaos, Independants, Ana~-
baptifts, Arminians, Quekers, and ethers, with the
tame liberty. Nay, it we may openly fpeak the
truth, and as becomes one man to another ; neither
Pagin nor J-w, eught to be excluded from the
c.vil rights of the commonwealch, becaufe of his
religion.  The gofpel commands no foch thing.
The church which judges not thofs that are without,
(2 Cor. 5 12, 13.) wants it not. . And rthe com-
monweatth, which embraces mdaﬁ'erently all men
that are honeflt, peaceable, and indultrious, requires
it not.  Shall we fuffer a Pagan to deal and trade
with ue, and thall we not fuffcr him to pray unto
and worthip Gud ? If we allow the Jews to have
private howfes and dwellings amongft ws, wbv
fhould we not allow them to have fynagogues ? Is.
their dodtrine more falle, their worfhip more abo-
minabie, or is the civil peace more endangered by
their meeting in public than 1n their private houfes ?
But if thele things may be granted to Jews and
Pagans, furely the condition ot any chriftians ovght
not to be worfe than theirs 1a a chriftian commoa-
wealth,

You'll fay, perhaps, yes, it ought to be; becaufe
they are maere ioclinable to fa@ions. I acfwer; is

this
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this the fault of the chriftian religion ? If it be fo,
truiy the chriftian religion is the wortt of ail reli-
gions, and ought neither to be embraced nor toie-
rated by any commonwealth. For iIf ¢t4is be the
genius, this the na.ure of the chriftian religion, (o
be turbulent, and deftru€tive to the civil peace ;
that church itfelf which the magiftrate indulges wilt
not always be innocent. But far be it from us to
fay any fuch thing of that religion, which carries
the greatelt oppofition to cuvetoufnefs, ambition,
difcord, coatention, and all manner of inordinate
defires 3 and is the moft modeft and peaccable reli.
gion that ever was. We mult therefore feek ano.
sher caufe of thole evils that are charged upon reli-
gion. And if we confider right, we thall iz it 0
confit wholly in the fubje@ that I am treating of,
It is oot the diverfity of opinions, (which cannot be
avoided) but the refufal ot toleration to thole that
are of different opinions, that has produced all the
buftles and wars that have been in the chriftian
world, upon accotnt ot religion. The heads and
leaders of the church, moved by avarice and infatia.
ble defire of dominion, making ufe of the immode-
racc ambition of magiftrates, and the credulou
fuperfition of the giddy wmultitude, have incenfed
and animated them againft thofe that diffent from
themfelves ; by preaching unto them, contrary to
the laws of the gofpel, or the precepts of charity,
that fchifmaticks and hereticks are to be rooted out
of their pofieflions and deftroyed. And thus have
" they mixed together, and confounded two things
that are in themfclves moft different, the church and
the
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the commonwealth, Now as it is very dificulke fpg
mea patiently to fuffer themfelyes to be ﬁrigt‘ 5

she guods which they hayve got by their honeR ine

duftry, and contrary to all the laws of equity, both
human and divioe, to be delivered up for & prey to
other mens violence and rapine; efpecially when
they are aliogeiher blamelefs, snd that the occafion
for which they are thus treased, does not gt al) bew
long te the jurifdiCtion of the magiftrate, but entires
ly to the confcience of every particulsr man, for the
conduét of which he is accoyacable to GGod pnly ¢
what elfe can be expefied, bue that thefe men,
growing weary of the evils under which they labor,
fhould in the end think it Jawful for them to rcﬁ&
force with ferce, and to defend their patyral rights
(which are mot forfeleable upon acgount of teligion)
with arms as well as they can 2 Thac chis has beeny
hitherto the ordinary courfe ot thiogs, is abundantiy
evident in hiffory : and that it wijl continpe to bg
fo hereafter, is but too spparent in reafon, It
caanot indeed be otherwife, fo lopg 83 the pringiple
of perfecution for religion fhall prevail, as it hag
done hitherto 3 and fo long as thofe who ought o
be the preschers of peace and concetd, thall conti-
nue, with all their art and @reogth, to excite men
to arms, and found the crumpet of war, Buc t!x_-;
magiftrates fhould thys fuffer thele incendiaries,
and diftyrbers of the public peaee, might julltly be
wondered ag, if it did pot appear that they have
been invited by theqy upnto s participation of the
fpoil, and have cheretore thought fis to make wle of
their covetoufne(s aod pride, 38 gwapa whereby t9

1

ingreafs
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increafe their own power. For who does not jce
that ¢he/¢ good men are indeed more minifters ot the
government than minifters of the golpel ; and that
by flattering the ambition, and favoring the domi.
pion of princes and men in authority, they endeavor
with all thefr might to promote that tyranny in the
commonwealth, which otherwife they fthould not
be able to eftablith in the church 2 This is the
unhappy agreement that we fee between the church
and Rate, Whereas if each of them would contain
itfelf within-its own bounds, the cne attending to
the worldly welfare of the commonwealth, the other
to glority God, it is impeflible that any diicord
fhould ever have happened between them. Sed,
pudet bec opprobria, &&c. God Almighty grane, [
befeech him, that the golpel ot peace may ac
length be preached, and that civil magiftrates
growing more careful to conform their own confci-
cences to the law of God, and iefs clicitous about
the binding ot other - meas confcienecs by humaan
laws, may, like fathers of their country, diret ail
their counlels and endeavors o promote vniverfally
the cieil welfare of all their children, except only
of {uch as are ungovernable, and njurious (in civil
matters) to their brethren ; and that all ecclebiafti-
cal men, who boalt theailelves to be the fucceffors
- of the apoftles, walking peaceably and modeftly in
the apofties fteps, without intermeddling with ftare
~affars, may apply themfelves wholly to promote
theglory of God 8 thefalvationoffuuls.  Farcwell.

POSYSCRI1PT.
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POSTSCRIPT

ERHAPS it may not be amifs to add a few
things conceraing berejy and fcbi/m. A Turk

1s not, nor can be, either heretick or fchifmatick, to
a chriftran ; and if any man fall off from the chrif-
tian faith to Mahomerifm, he does not thereby
become a heretick or fchifmatick, but an apottate
and an infidel. This no body doubts of. And
by this it appears, that men of different religions
cannot be hereticks or fchifmaticks to one anather,
We are to enquire therefore what men aré ave of
thefame religion. Concerning which it is manifeft,
thac thofe who have one and the fame ruleé of faith
and worthip, are of the fame rcligion 3 and thofe
who have not the fame rale of faith and worthip,
are of different religions. For fince all things that
belang uato tbat religion, are contained in tdigt rule,
it follows neceflarily, that thofe who agree in oné
rale, are of ooe and the fame religion ; and vice
verfa. Thos Turks and Chritidnts are of differ-
ent religions, becaule 7be/e take the boly feriptures

i

to be the rule of their rehgion, and zbafe the atcoran,

And for the fame reafon there may be different
. religions alfo even amongft Chriftians. The Pa-
pifts and the Lutherans, thovzh both of them pro-
¥eis faith in Chrift, and a:e thercfore catled Chrifti-

~n¢e
t.nu’
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8ls, yet are mot both of the fame religion, becaufe
bbefe acknowledge nothing but the holy fcriptures to
be the rule and foundation of their religion ; 1hee
take in alfo teaditions and the decrees of popes, and
of all thefe together make the rule of their religion.
And thus the Chriftians of St. John, and the Chrifs
tians of Geneva, arg of different religions ; becaufe
$he/? alfo take only the {cripiures, and sbofe, | know
not what traditions, for the rule of their religion,

This being fettled, it follows; Fr#, That herefy
is a feparation made in ecclefiafical communion
between men of the famie religion, far fome opinions
no way coptsined in the rule itfelt.  Aod Secondly,
That amoogft thofe who acknowledge nothing bug
the holy feriptures to be their fuke of faith, herefy
1s & feparation made in their chriftian communion,
for opinions not contained in the txprefs words of
fcripture.  Now this feparation may be made in a
twofold mannet.

" 3. When_the greater pare, or the fRroager part
of the church feparates itfelf from others, by ex-
tluding them out of her communion, becaufe they
will not profefs their beliet of certain opisions
which are not 10 be found in the exprefs words of
fcripture,  For it is not the fewnels of thofe wha
sre feparated, nor the authority of the magiftrate,
that can make any man guilty of herefy, But he
boly is an heretick who dividea the church inte
parts, introduces names and marks of diltia&ion,
#ad voluntarily makes a feparatipn becaufe of fuch
Spinions, ) ' o ,

2. When
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3. Whes any one feparates himfelf from the
communion of a church, becaufe that church does
not publicly profefs fome certain opinions which the
holy fcriptures do not exprefsly teach. ‘

Both thefe are Hereticks : becaife they err in fun<
damensals,” and they err obftinasely againft knowledge.
For when they have determined the holy feriptures
to be the only foundation of faith ; they neverdhe-
lefs lay dowan certain propofitions as fundameatal,
which ace not in the fcripture ; add bécaufe ethers
will not acknowledgé thefe additional opinions of
theirs, nor build upoa them as if they were neceflary
and fundamental, they therefore make a feparation
in the church ; cither by withdrawing themfelves
from the athers, or expelling the others from them.
Nor does it fignify any thing for thetn to fay that
their confeffions and fymbols are agreeable to fcrip-
ture, and to the analogy of faith.  For if they be
cxprelt in words of fcripture, there can be no quef-
tion About them 3 becaule 2hdfe are ackoowledged
by all chriftians to b2 of divine iofpiration, and
therefare fundamental. But if they fay chae the
articles which they require to be profefled are con-
fequences deduced from the fcriptere 3 it is un-
doubtedly well done of them to believe and profefi
fuch thiogs as feem unto them o agreeable to the
tule of faith ; but it would be very ill done 10
w1oud thofe things upon athers, unto whom they do
not feem to be the certain do&rines of the feripture.
And to make a feparation for fuch chings as thefe,
which neither are nor can be fundameatal, is to

become Plereticke.  For §do not think there is any
maq
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man arrived to that degree of madoefs, as that he
dare give out his confequences ind interpretaiions
of fcripture gs diviné infpirations, and compare the
articles of faith (hat he has framed according to his
owq fancy with the authoricy of the fcriprure. 1
koow thére gre {onie propofitions fo evidently agree-
ablé to fcriprure, that nobody can deny them to be
drawa from cheace ; but about #bofe therefore there
can be no difference. This only I fay, that howe-
ver clearly we mdy think this or the other do&rine
to be deduced: from feripture, we ought not there-
fore to impofe it upon others, as a neceflary article
of faith, hecau(e we believe it to beaprecable to the
rule of Faich ; iinlefs we would be-content alfo that
other do&@rines fbould be impoled upon us'in the
fame maoner ; and that we thould be compelied 0
receive and profefs all the different and contradic-
tory opinions of Lutherans, Calvinifts, Remonftrants,
Shakers, -Anabaptilts, and other fccts which the
eontrivers of Tymbols, {yftems and eonféffions, ate
accuftomed to délivér onto ‘their followers as genu-
1he aqd neceffary dedu&ions from the holy feriprure.
I caonot but woader ~ at the extravagant arrogance
of thofe men who think that they themfelves can
explain things neceflary to fdlvition more clearly
than the Holy Ghoft, the eternal and infinite wifdom
of ,GOd. - e
Thus much concerning Lerefy ; which word 3
common ufe is applied only 10 the dotrional part
of religion. Let us now corfider fehifm, which is
a erime near akin to it.  For both thote words feem
uato me to fignify an i#-grounded fegiaration in eccle-
Falical
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Saftical communion, made abaut things mot mecefjary.

But fince ute, which is the tupreme law in matter of
language, has determined that herefy relates to errors
in tauh and fchifm to thote in worfhip or difcipliae,
we mult confider them under that diftinétion.

Schifm theo, for the fame reafons that have alrea-
dy been alledged, is nothing elfe but a feparation
made 1n the communion ot the church, upon ac-
count of fomething in divine worthip, or ecclefiaf-
tical difcipline, that is not any neceflary parc of it,
Now nothing in worlhip or difcipline can be necef-
fary to chriftian communion, but what Chrift our
Leg:flator, or the apofties, by iafpirativn of the Holy
Spirit, bave commanded io exprels worgs,

In a word : he that denies not any thing that the
holy fcriptures teach in exprefs words, nor makes a
feparation upon occafion of any thing that is not
maoiteftly contained in the facred text.; however
be may be nick-named bv any fe& of chriftians, and
declared by fome, or all of them, to be utterly void
of true chriftianiiy, yet in deed and in truth this
man cannot be either a Heretick or Schifmatick.

Thefe things might have been explained more
largely, and more advantageoufly < butic isenough
to have hinted at them, thus oriefly, to a perfon of

yout parts.
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