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READER." 

~/!!!mIIE 0 tnJUi11g Le~ter C?nCer~ng !ole': 
@ T @ r~tlOn, fi';ft Prmted 111 Latm thzs very 
~ ~ 1 ear, * t1l Holl~lnd, has alreadv been 
~~~~;:-~ ./ ~~~'!f1~'ti 'Iranjlated both into Dutch & French. 

So genera! and !peedy an .llpprobatioll 
maJ therrfo1'e btjpeak its fa7}ourable RfCfption in 
England. I tlu'11k hzdeed there is no iVa/iort U1t~ 
der llpaven, in which fo mud; hClS ahwl£[v bat! 
fa':d lip011 that Subject, as Ours. But ytt certdtf~~ 
Iy tbl're is no Pfople that jland in 11107[ iieed of hav­
ing ftmetbmg further beth filid tl1lddone amol1gff 
tht'lil, ilz this j~'oint, tl1a1t 11/, do. 

Our Govfrnment has not Dilly bait' partial in 
MaUrrs of Rt:!igioll; but tlife (zlfO 'l.:,ho have Juf;' 
fcred wider that Partialil)', mId bave lherifore en­
detl'i:ourr!d by their IVnOtings to roindicate their own 
Righ!s and Libertic's, have for the 11Z~Jl part dont 
it l(j~()11 11(!rrO'~\) .1)riI1~"iplt:'J, fit itcd Ollly to the. InttT-
11 S I of : ht'ir C'7.\:1Z ~~)e/l s. 

'1 his Ilflrro~.;nffs of Spirit t?11 ailjidc.r hal undoubt­
(,l~y ball the principal Occ(!}'on of our Miferies and 
COJl!jiOilS 0 But, 'i.oho!{'l)t'Y ha't'e been the Occofion, 
it is now high tir.]{~ to ftek for a thorow Cure. We 
l'a'i.:e need &f more gt'JItTOUS Re1Judies tiian what 
bar;;t )'eI b"i}/ liMde l~re of in our DiJlemper. It is 

11tiJb"r 
. .1\ J~ 



• '. 
To tIle READF~R. 

1Itithtr Declarations of Indulgence., 1101" At1~ nr 
Comprehcnfion, flub as h{rue ,Yet ban pr,1ilijt'd or 
pr0~Pi:Tt;d mmmgfl U.f" tb£11 can do the ff;?01"k. 'fbe 
firft wili bu! pa!h{':/r, the J~'(oJld {,11(rtaft our ['"<·it'. 

AbJolute Librt"~v, ]zU1 and 'True LiIH1'/J, F1U(z/ 
Dnd Im"'iJrtiai LitJc.,--ty, is the 'hi1ifT tl'{it ~'e Jilll!(1 

~ ,/ ~ 

;11 need of. JVO'i1.' tho' Ihis bas indeed been much 
talked of, I d01fbl it bas 1101 bten 111!{(h tlJ!clfrjlood; 
I am fi;re not at 111 praflijt'd, eitber l~)' 01lr G'G7,/tr-

7lours to'w',zr"is tl'e })eof)le, ill u_ e}ltf(ll, or by llilV {lit: r <..' .".. J 

fi:llting Parties ~f the People to'i.cards one alio/ber. 
I ({'!1Znot ther,ffJre btlt hope Ii;!!! Ii-Jis Difcollrfr, 

'ldJich trcats of tbat Suljd/} hor;.iH7Hr b1'irfiy, )'['t 

1nare f:,ail/y li'ail ai~Y 7.v'e 1'{i'1'C )!ct feCll, d(l}lOI~/lr'lt­
ing bOlb the EquitablfneJs (wd Prol:7irablt'nfjs ()f 
the t.hing, 'Leill ,be c./leemed J.)ighly fe(!for.able, kY ,lit 
j\Jm that h(l'V'? SOllls large enough 10 prfftr tbe 
true l11ter!'ji of the Publick before t'-,al of (! rar~\'. 

If is for tb~ Zfi Gf filCh as are alrm1v /0 /pi­
ritfd, cr If) ii/pire tb.'lt Spirit inlo fbt};· lill!1 {.Te.' 

no!., t t.'ti t I b{r;:e 'lJ"{i'i~ fld t (ti iIi ,,10 0111' l.mzr: !lag l~. 
Bllt tlx tbi!~e: it fdf is /o/hort, rbat it ':.~·illllct 

};tar a 1011ga" Prl~{t!a. I/c'tlvt' il fl1(1'tf(jrt' fo fbt' 

C011j1dcTa:ioJ1 ~(1.'1] CuuntJ"}'1JIc'll, and b('tlr'i~v <;';'~/b 
tht'J m,~r ma.i:c.' Ib~' 10.' of it t,.~,'a' il tIfPCt?r.i 10 j't? 
dcjigJZc'd Ivr, 



A 

LETTE D i'-. - -,. 

CONCERNING 

T 0 L ERA T ION. 
HtJ110tlred !.~r;·'" 

'4~~~~IN'CE 1 ' r. d·· ·1 ~ ~ JJ:~2:~2:\: § 1 you are p~eale to Inqlllre W laL 
'3 ,i~ r"llt, Th h . b h I ,S '):(V S 9:~s.. are my Ollg ts a Ollt t e muttla 
" t i, ,~~ y 1""' I · f "'h· {l. · · h· lO ( ~~:~\~1~/§ 0 eratIOn 0 C n lIans .1I~ t elr lIL-

;~~~'~:~ ferent Profeffions of RelIgIOn, I ;uuft 
necds anfwer you freely, That I efteem that 1'0-
IcratioIl to l~e the chief Characteriftical Mark ()f 

the TnlC Church. For whatfoevcr fc>n1C People 
boafi: of the Antiquity of Places and Namcs, or 
of the Pomp of their Outward \V orfhip; Other~, 
of the Reformation of t1wir Difcipline; All, of 
the Orth0doxy of their Faith; (for every o~.:.· IS 

Ortll()lll)X t() 11imfclf:) tIlc1l tlliflg~: 1:j~1 aIlot11crs 
()f tIlis rl:lt.~r~, :;r~ 111,,,l:i r~ltllcr f\l~lrl~s ()f" l\1~ll 
ftrivir.g {()io Power Jnel Empire over one anotht r, 
than of the Church of Chrift. Lct any one l·:ln.~ 
ncver {o true a Claim to all thefe things, yet if 
11C l1C (lcfti[llt\.~ of C"ll;:ritv, MLel(!lc(~, aI1(i Goo(l-

J 

will in general toward\) all l\lankind, even to 
thofe that are I,ot Chriitians, h(' is certainly y,:t 
fl10rt ofl)cir1g ~ trlle Cllri{li~tn ilin1fe!t~ Lllke 22. 

2·,. 'flle KiJlgs of tbe GCi:fil~'s e.wrCije Lor1/hipvl..'tr 
,).;(,.;;, laid our S~viour to his Diicipks, but Jc/l(;/l 

110t 



.[ 8 ] 
fro! be foe The Bllfinefs of T~e Religion is quite 
another thing. It is not inftituted in order to the 
erecting of an external Pomp, nor to the obtaining 
of Ecclefiaftical Dominion, nor to the exercifing 
of Compulfive Force ; but to the regulating of 
Mens Lives according to the Rules of Vertue and 
P;ety. Whofoever will lift himfJf under the 
Banner ofChriil, muft in the firft plate, and above 
all things, make War upon his own Lufts and 
Vices. It is in vain for any Man to ufilrp the 
Name of Chrifti,Ln, without r.lolinefs of Life, Pu­
rity of Manners, and Benignity and Meeknefs of 
Spirit. 

q'hou wh.en thou art converted, flrengthen th, 
Brethren, (Luke 22. 32.) faid our Lord to Peter. 
It would indeed be very hard for one that appears 
carelefs about his own Salvation, to perfwade me 
that he were extreamly concern'd for mine. For 
it i3 impoffible that thofe lhould finlcrely and 
heartily apply themfeIves to make other People 
Chriftians, who have not really embraced the 
Chriftian Religion in their own .flearts. If the 
GafFe} and the _ApofHes may be credited, no 
Man can be a Chriftian without Charity, and with­
out that Fait,b which works, not by Force, but by 
Love. Now I appeal to the Con1ciences of thofe 
that perfecute, torment, ddtroy, and kill other 
Men upon pretence of RelIgion, whether they­
do it out of Friendfhip and Kindm:fs towards 
them, or no: And' I 1hall the11 inliccci, atl<.i not 
till then, belil ve they <.Iv ie, when I {hall fec thote 
fiery Zellots correaing, in the fllne manner, 
their Friends and fan1iliar Acquain t~i;1CC', for the 
manifeft Sins LilLy commit agJ.inil- the Prccept$ 
of the Gofpd ; when I ihall fCc theln proflcutc 

"vitI1 
' .. 
------------~- ---~. --~~-_._. 



[ 9 ] 
wit11 Fire and Sword the Members of tlleir own 
Communion that are tainted with enOrlTIOUS 

Vices, and without Amendment are in danger of 
eternal Perdition; and wIlen I fhall fee them thus 
exprefs their Love and Defire of the Salvation of 
their Souls, by the indiction of Tonnents, and 
rxerciic of all manrlcr of Cruelties. For if it iJe 
out of a Principle of Charity, as tolley pretend, 
and Love to Men's Souls, that they deprive them 
of their Eftates, maim them with corporal PuniIh­
lTICI1tS, narve and torment them in ~oifom Prif­
ons, and in the end even take away their Lives ; 
I fiy, if all this be done n1eerly to n1ake Men 
ChriH:ians, and procure their Salvation, \\Thy then 
do they fi.lffer IVhoredom, Fraud,fllalice, and filch 
like E'lor1nities ;(Rom. I. )which (accorcling to the 
AFolle) manifeftly relifh of Heathenifh Corrup­
tion, to predominat~ fo much and abound amongt~ . 
thdr Flocks and People? Thefe, and fuch like · 
things, are certainly more contrary to the Glory 
of God, to the Purity of the Church, and to t1 

Salvation of Souls, than any confcientious DilfeJ 
from EcclefiaHical Decifions, or Separation frOlJ 
Publick \VorIhip, whili1: accompanied with Inno­
cency of Lite. Why then does this burning Zeal 
for Go.J, f()r tllC Church, ancl for the SaJvat;on of 
Souls; burning, I fly, literally, with Fire and 
Faggot; pafs by thofe n10raJ Vice5 al';t.! vVick(d­
ncifes, without any Chafbf Dlent, which :::.r~~ 
acknowledged by all M~n to be diaEletri,,~ By 
oppofite to the Profeffiol1 of Ci1rift.ianity ; ;,t'\d 
bend aU its Nerves either to the intr~ducing Ol~ 
Ce~cmonies, or to the eil:abliIhment of Opinions, 
wInch for the moil: part are about nice ard intii-. 
care Matters, that exceed the Capacity .Jf ordi-

nary 



( to) 
nary Underftandings? Which of the Partie9 
contending about thefe things is in the right, 
which of them is guilty of Schifm or Herefie i 
whether thofe that domineer or thofe that fllffer ; 
will then at Jail: be manifefr, when the Caufe of 
their Separation comes to be judged oC He 
certainly that follows Chrift, embraces his Doc· 
trine, and bears his Yoke, tho' he torfake both 
Father and Mother, feparate froIn the Publick 
A!fembly and Ceremonies of his Country, or 
whomfoever, or whatfoever eIfe he relinquifhe5, 
will not then be judged an I-Icrctick. 

New, tho' the Divifions that are amongft Sea~ 
fhould be allowed to be never fo obftrllCtive of 
the Salvation of Souls; yet nevcrthclcf') /ldulte1Y, 
Fornicati01I, 11nclemmefs, Lafcivioufnefs, Idolatry, 
Imd /uch like things, (annat be denied to be 'Yorks of 
the fleJh ; concerning which the Apoftle has ex­
prefly declared, that they u:ho do them flnl! 1M! i.'1-
herit the J\ingdom of God. \Vhofoever thcref,)re is 
fincerely fv1Iicitous about the Kingdom ofGod~.· 
am: thinks it his Duty to endeavour the Enlarge­
ment of it amongft Men, ought to apply him1~lf 
with no lefs carc and induftry to the rooting out 
of thefe Immoralities, than to the Extirpation ( f 
StEts. But if anyone do otlwrwi ft·, and whi!lt 
he is cnleland implacable towards thole thatdifl't:r 
from him in Opinion, he be indulgent to filCh 
Iniquities and Immoraliti~s a<; ~lT unbecoming the 
Name of a Chriil:ian, let fuell ~1 OIle talk never 
fo much of theChurch,he plainly demonftratcs by 
his Action<;, that 'tis another Kingdom he aims at, 
and not theAdvancement of the KingdOIn of God. 

'I'hat any Ma\ Ihoukl think fit to caufe a­
nother ~n) whole Salvation he heartily ddires, 

te,· 



[II J 
to expire in Torments, and that even in an un.! 
converted eftate ; would, I confefs, feem very 
ftrange to me ; and, I think, to any other alfo. 
But no body~ furc1y, wil: ever believe that filch 
a Carriage can proceed from Charity, Love, or 
Good-will. If anyone maintain dlat Men ought 
to be compelled by Fire and Sword toprofefscer­
tain DoCtrines, anti confor111 to this or that 
cxteriour vVorfhip, without any regard had unto 
their Morals; if anyone endeavour to convert 
thofe that are Erroneous unto the Faith, by forc­
ing them to profefs things that they do not be .. 
lieve, and allowing thern to praCl:ife things that the 
Gofpe1 does not pennit; it cannot be doubted in .. 
deed bllt fuch a one is tiefirous to l1a\"e a r~1..1111Crous 
AffembIy joyned in the farne Profeffion with hin1-
felf: But that he principally intends by thofe 
means to compofe a truly Chrifhan Church, is 
.altogether incredible. It is nOi therefore to be 
wondred at, if thofe who do not really contend 
for the Advancement of the true Religion, and 
of t]lC Cllllrcll of- Chrift, nlake tife of Arll1S tllat 
do not belong to the Chriftian \Varfare. If, like 
the Captain of our Salv~tion, they fincerc1y de­
fired the Good of Souls, they would tread in the 
Steps, and follow the perfeCt Example of that 
Prince of Peace; \V}lO fCllt out 11i5 S()ltlicrs to 
the filbduing of Nations, and g:1thrring then1 in­
to Jlis Clll1rch, t10t arn1Ctl ,\·itll tIle S\vorti, or 0 .. 
tiler Infl:l11mcl~ts of Force, but prepared with the 
Gofix'l of Pl'acc, and with the ExcmFbry lIoli­
ntifs of'tllcir L'()nvL'rfati()11. l~his ,vas 11is Mctll0(1. 
'fha' ifInfidds wert' to bt' cG~vtrtrd by forcr, if 
tll()fe that are titllcr l11intl ()r ()l~!~ir:~ltc \\'crr tt) tle 
drawn olf frOill tlH.:ir Errors by lirnled Soldicr~, 

\ve 
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jre know very well that it was much more eafie 
for H;im to do it, with Armies of Heavenly Le­
gions, than for ~~1y Son of the Church, how po-­
tent roever, with all his Dragoons. 

The 1"olerc.tion of thofe that differ from others 
in Matters of Religion" is fo agreeable to the 
Gofpe! of J efi).s Chrift, and to the genuine Rea­
fon of lvf::tnkind, that it {eems nl0nftr0l1s for 
Men to be fo blind, as not to .perceive the Ne-: 
ceffity and Adv:antage of it, in fo clear a Light. , 
I will not here tax the Prjde and Ambition of 
fome, die Paffion and uncharitable Zeal of others. . . , 

Thefe are F'aults from which Humane Affairs 
can perhaps fcarce ever be verfeCtly freed; hut 
yet fuch as no body will bear the plain Imputa­
tion,of, without covering them with fome ipeci­
ous Colour; and fo pretend to Commendation, 
whilfi: they are carried away bytheirown irregular 
Paffions. But however, that fome may not co­
lour their fpirit of Perfecution and unchriftian 
Cruelty, with a Pretence of Care of the Publick 
'Veal, and Obfervation of tIle I..Jaws; and that 
others, under pretence of Religion, may not feek 
Impunity for their Libertinifnl and Licentiouf.. 
nefs; in a word, that none l11ay impofe either 
upon himfelf or others, by the Pretences of Loy­
alty and Obedience to the Prince, or of 1'Cll­

dernefs and Sincerity in the 'Vorfhip of God; , 
.1 efteem it above all things neceffary to diftin­
gllifh exaCtly the Bufinefs of Civil Govermnen t 
from that of Religion, and to fettle the jufi: 
BOtln(ls that lie bct\\'"eeI1 tl1e one and tIle otIlcr. 
If this be not done, there can be no end put to 
the Cont:-(wcrfies that will be always alifing, 
bctwl:cn thvfe that have, or at lean pn.:t(nd to 

Jla \Yl', 



[ 13 ] 
have, on the one fide, a Concernment for the 
II1tereft of Me11S SOll]S, and on the other fide, a, 
Care of the Common-v/ealth. 

'rhe C0111J110n-70e(/I/I~ [terns to me to be a Socit1l' 
~ty of Men eonflitLltcd only for the procuring, 
prCfl'fVing, and advancing of their own Civil In .. 
terrill s. 

0,/ 

Civil lnterefis I call Life, Liberty, Health, and 
Indolency of Body; and the Poffeffion of out­
,~ .. ard things, fue h as Money) Lands, Houfes, 
I:\lrtliturc, and the lil<.e. 

It is the Duty of the Civil Magiftrate, by the 
impartial Execution of equal Laws, to fecure un­
to all the People in ge!1eral, and to every one of 
his Sl1~ietts in particular, the juft Poffefiion of 
theft: things belonging to this Lif~. If anyone 

1 prefume to violate the Laws of Publick Jufticc 
and Equity, eftablilhed for the Prefcrvation of 
thefe things, his Prefumption is to be check'd by 
the fear of Puniihment, confifting in the Depri~ 
vation or Diminl1tion of thofe Civil Interefts, or 
Goods, which otherwife he might and ought t() 
enjoy. But feeing no Man does willingly [ulrei' 
himiclf to be punifhed by the Deprivation of any 
part of his Goods, and llluch lefs of his Liberty 
or l~ife, therefore is the I\1:1giflratc arnle(.1 "ritll 
the I"oree and Strength of aU his SuL~ecl:s, in or-

, cler to the punifllment of thofe t11at violate any 
I M ' Re 

1 or lcr .L _,an S 1911tS. 
No,,' tl1at tIle \V 1101e J llrifJi&ion of the 1\/la­

gin-rate reaches only to thefi.~ civil Concernmcnts ; 
and thnt all Civil Power, Right, and Dominion, 
is bounded and confincd to the only care of pro· 
moting thd~ things; and that it neither caa 
nor ought in any marmer to be extended to the 

B Salvation 
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Salvation of Souls; thefe following Confid('ra~ 
lions fecrn unto Inc abundantly to dL'I11onHrate. 

F~'·'j1, Bccallfe tIle Care of SOllIs is 110t (OITI­

mitted to the Civil M:lgiftratc any more than tIl 

other Men. It is not comn,ittetl tIn to l1iIl1, I 1~ly, 
by God; becaufe it appears not that God has 
ever given any filch Authority to one Man over 
another, as to compcll anyone to his Religion. 
Nor can any filch Power b(' veiled in the lVIagi­
ftf:lte by the Con{t:Jii of tbe P,'op!c'; brcau(c no 
man call U) t:lr al)anl1()Jl l:lC carc ot" his O\'ln Sa!­
,"ation, as 1)li11<.11y to lra.\'(: it tC) t!·ll~ clloicr (If ally 
other, whether Prince or Subject, to 1 rdcribc to 
}-li:n wh:lt l:aith or \\' orihip he {hall embrace. 
I/or 110 i\1at1 can, if l1C \\"()ult.l, cOIlt~Jr!11 11!S t'altll 
to tIl~ Diclarc~, ot" arlotllt:r. 1\11 thL Lit:· an~l 
PO\VtT of true Religion ccnfifrs in the inward ' 
and ttl:l pcrfwafion of t:1C mind: J\nli FaIth is 
nct Faith without believing. \Vh~:t~\"Cr Protei: 
fioI) \V~ 111Jkc, t() \V;1atC\Ycr ()tlt\\·~lrtt \\rori11il) ,\"e 

c0nform, if we arc not fully falistleu in our In~nd 
that the one is hU;:', and the otllt'r weB pleating 
li11rf) ~ j(;ll ; [tl( 11 IJr()fefliot1 alltl f~lCll J?ractic(, fir 
fr()J;1 bl-ing any furtherance, are indeed great OlJ­
i~aclcs l:() ()tJr S t;\"atit)!!. ~'()r it1 tlli~ I11anI1Cj·, 

i ~ "l : ~ ~ \ ~ c I () f t X 1 \! ~~ tip ~: c t : ) c ;. S i 11 S lJ "" tIll \ L' X l" rei i ~, (J f 
.. \. I J 

) ~:~ l ~: ~ i 0 : 1; 1 i ~ l y, i i ~ 0 H l· r i r' t ~ tIl tIS lll: t ( ) (~() II ~. \ I .. 
. , r: I \' ,. 1 I'" .t~:~,~~:lt): lllC ":, a \1 urI'1l}) :~~ \\'L ct ·('('111 te) ~l' tid ... 

i ·1. -;1':' g lin ttJ i < in, v: .. ~t:!.1 U!1to t ht' nu m hcr ef 
~",r \<1(-;- f;l~S t!t"'!l: Jill) of 1 !yp>eriliL', and Con-

-,. I" ~"·'1 ,. "":: ~ t ()' ; i I' '-. • • ~ •• '\ " I ,. 1 " .• \: 
," -' . . l 1.. J ,! ' ,1. ~ l ~" _ I\'. 
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of the Mind; without which nothing can be ac~ 
CCl1tal)lc t() Go(1. A11l1 l~lCJl is tIle nature of tIll~ 
lTi1(icrflar.ding, that it cannot ~e compell'd to 
the belief of any thing by outward Force. Con­
fif(:ation of Fibte, Imprifonmcl1t, Torments, no­
thing of that Nature can have any fueh E:fi.cacy 
as to make IVLn change the inward J udgn1cnt 
tlIilt they have frai11('d ({ tl1ing'i. 

It 111;~y indeed be .tllcdged, that the lV1agiftrate 
:11ay mak(~ 1I~' of Argi.lilKil~~, ~~'lll therehy draw 
tL~' H(·t~:rod()x ii1to the way of Truth, and pro­
Ctlr~~ tIlcir S~ll\"Jtion. I gr~lnt it. Bllt tilis is com-
111()Jl t () 11 i III \,.j th (It!l (r l\1cIl I 11 t~ac Ilillg, il1-

ftrtlcting, and rcdrdling the ErrGllCOtlS by Rca­
fi>l1, he may cl'ru!l1ly (;0 what i-ccomcs any good 
l\'lan tn do. fvIagittrJcy docs r.ct oblige hill1 to 
put 011' (:ither 1 lumanity or Chrifbanity. rut it 
is OI~C thing to pcr:\\·adl', ~~I~othtr to comm;;.q l : 
O:~t: thing to prds widl ... \rgument' J :ll1ct!1cr 
\ \' : t : 1 1) c n :11 til s. ,. 1'1 i is t 11 eel \ ~ ill) ( ) \1, ~ l r a 1011 e has 

\ a l\i~:!t t() (~o: t~) t11C {)tlicr (::'~~~Jtl-\.,.ill i~', i\tl­

t11()riry C11()l1~rh. I '\·\.'rv I'.'1~lI1 l1as l~(J!11111~flion . " ., ~ 

t() '1 11~1\J 1~~1", (',·'tlf'j·r r()p'''~I:C(\ ·lI"'''}l l 'l'' ()t-J~'··l")l·. , ,. a lll_, "., ,I ,\.. .; ~. _ ~ t'll \... .,11 \.. , 

;:n ] hy n:aJ7:ni i ,g to dr:n,,· him into '1'1 tlth. But 
to gin' 1..:1 \\~, ll'crin' ()t),:ditr.(c, and comrel 
with tLl' ~~\,:,):-,I, h, 1(\r'1~<; c) I'ln!1t' hlt till' l\1agi­
Hrat\" -\:hl t!~ 0:1 this [TI)tll1d I ;:ffirm. that the 
T\ J J ~ ~ i l r,: t l ' ~ 1) ( ) ", \ ." r <.. x t t J 1 t ~ ~: i : ( ) t t () ,-11 t' ( it a 1 ) 1 i ill i r 1 0-

~ . t:) 

of a::y ,\rti~'ks (lfl'~l:th. or Forms of \YorJhip, 
I))' t~!l' i~)f·l't ()f Ills I .J\\·S. l~'()r l~a\vs are of 110 

f{ ) r l ' l' ~ ~ t a! ~ \ \ . i r h ( ) lit 1) l' n ~ ~ 1 t 1 C, 4t all tIl) t 11 a 1 tiL S i 11 t 11 is 
(a!~,: ~l'" a:)1~dl!tll\" i:l1~)l'rtinl"~t; l)CCallfe tIley - . 
arl' n()t ~ )1', 'r~ 1 t(> (();l\":nC(' t'lC l11inll. N( ither 
thl' liru !, 11:: \:1 \.)( any Art:cks of Faith, nor the 
CvlilJrnllty to a;1Y outward Fonn of \Yorfl1ip 

B 2. (as 
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(as has already been f.1id) can be available to the 
Salvation of Souls; unler" the Truth cfthe one, 
.and the acccptablenefj of the other unto God, be 
thoroughly believed by thoft~ that fo profefs and 
pi'tldifc. But Penalties are no ways capable to 
produce fuch B~Jicf: It is only Light and E­
vidence th:lt C1n work a change in Mens o­
pinions. And that Light can in no manner pro­
ceed frOITl corporal Sufferings, o~· any o:her out­
ward PCf'lalties. 

hz the third place. The care of the Salvation 
of Mens Souls cml10t belong to the l\tlagiihate ; 
becaufe, though the rigour of Laws and the force I 

of Penalties \v~rc capable to convince and change 
Mens minds, yet \vouIel not that help at all to the 
Salvation of their Souls. For there being but 
one Truth, ont way to h~aven; what hopes is 
thCi'C that lTIOre rvlen VJo:.lld bc led intc' it, if they 
h~j no (:'ter Rule to fellow but the Rdigion of 
t~l{~ CO~lrt; and were put under a nccdIity to 
qu~ (" t he Light of their OV!!l RClfbn; to op­
pOie t~lc Di~latcs of their o,vn Confcienccs; and , 
bEndly to rcGgn up theIl1Llves to the \ Vill of 

1 · -.. l 1 Y) 10 

• t· 1 • tilclr (Jov"'cr!10rS, anll to t 1C l\ .. C !gl()11, ") 111eI1 CI-
.. r \ ,. 0 S 11:' 1 1 t!1( i' .lD:n()(:11lr'1:, 1 ~11nJtl()n, or tl·t')CrLLltlon l~ll 

~ J • 

- , ." ,. ,,,. 1 C · h h c1 a ilev) to {.'1r\.~!):l~1'1 1n tIle ()t1l1trlcS \Vl.ere t ey 
\\,~i"~' hO[:!1? T~' t~>~ variety and contraJi(:(~on of I 
(}7 :'~·;~.:I ;!1~~ 1;~ l),-cl~~ .. ~i()p, \l;11t:rc.:lIl tIle PriI1ccs of t11c , 

• .... I 

\ \/()l·:.l 'l.~." '1" ·'i\" 11 ,1~·';/lf~f'1 '1(' ;t1 tll/'''·l~· C)/"Cll'1'lt4 

, i 1 \, ,1 L. ~.' 1 t •.• ~ \ . ~l·". '\. l "', , , ,) 4 • '- 1 '- \... • '-

I Ii t\~r(!}~.', tIl c r~al·:"~ }\\, 'V~l ~r \Vt)ld~l l)c !11l1C 11 {trait· 
1 -, ,-, •• 1 1 t . , · I 

I~,.... , .'1 /\ \ {".: l·~I·I-t.y· '1 :,')t'\J' , .. ,.'~'1 ii' "', III t'l'\ 14}(1 "It "',.~l. \"';1 "- .... .I\. l ,"'1 _i\ ... ~.\... 1/ l/t..l" .""" i,,\,,· b & ~, 

~md all the rdl: of the \V crld w0 1.:\1 1\(' put 1111- , 
t''-11.. f"'f" 1}· ,. fl' · (l'·r 'lll \ ':'")1' ''':' it·Ie)'·'· (\ (\ ()""/l"l r )' .·,"-1r . ";'1C'''CS tll ~ , ," ~ l C:~.l" ! A I J J . __ I • ~~ ~ .• 1 \. , .1 1.1 ., • 

tile \V~l,y~ tllJ.t l(',l~l t() r)l~jlrllcti(~11. ~\t1l1 tl1~1.t 
which hcightcn~ tht; abfurdity, Jnd very ill fUlts 

tllC 
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the Notion of a Deity, Men would owe thetr I'!-
terral I-Iappinefs or Mifcry to the places of thei; 
~Nativity. 

The1eConfiderations, to omit many others that 
might have been urged to the tlme purpofe, fcem 
llnto l11C fllfficicnt t() conclude that all the Power 
of Civil Governn1ent relates only to Mens Civil 
1I1tcrefts ; is confil1ccl to tIle care of the things. 
of this VvT orId; and hath nothing to do with 
t]lC W o rIll to COlnc. 

Let liS 110U) cOiljidc14 1;)hat aGIJ"rch is. A Church· 
thcn I take to be a voluntary Society of Men,join ... 
ing themfdvcs together of their own accord, ill 
order to the publick worf11ipping of God, in fuch 
a Inanner as they judge acceptable to hilll, and 
efi-ecttlaI to tIle Salvation of tl.leir Souls. 

I fay it is a free and voluntary Society. No 
body is born a.Men1htr of any Church. Other ... 
wife the Religion of Parents would def(.:end unto 
Children, by the fan1c right .of Inheritance as 
their 1'en:PJral Eftates, and everyone would hold 
his Faith by the f.'une Tenure he does his Lands; 
than which nothing can be imagined n10re ab­
fLIrel, TIllIS tl1ciecfc)re that nl~ltt.er ftan{js.· N (' 
)'vLm by nature is bound unto any particular 
Church or SeCt, but every one joins hilnfelf volun .. 
tarily to that Society in which he bdicvcs he has 
found that Profeffion and \V orihip which is tnl­
Jy acceptable unto God. 'fhe hopes of Salv~l.­
tion, as it was the only caufe of his entrance in­
to that Comlnunion, fo it can be the only rea~ 
fon of his nay there. For if afterwards he dif­
cover any thing either erroncOl.lS in the DoCtrine 
or incongruous in the \Vorfhip of that Society 
to which he has join'll hin1fdf; \\' hy [honld it 
. . B 3 n0t 



[ 18 ] 'f, 

not be as free for him to go out, as it was to en ~ 
ter? I~ 0 Member of a Religious Society can 
be tied with any other Bonds but what proceed 
from the certain expeCtation of eternal Life. A 
Church then is a Society of Members voluntarily 

.'. 

uniting to this end. ) 
It follows no,v that we confiderwllat is thePow .. 

fr of thisChurch, and unto whatLaws it is fubjeCt .. 
Forafmuch as no Society, how free foever, or 

upon whatfoever flight occafion inftituted, (whe. 
ther of Philofophers for Learning, of Merchants, 
for Commerce, or of men of leifurc for mllttlal 
Converfation and Difcol.lrfe,) No Church or Com· 
pany, I fay, can in the leaft fubfifl: and hold to .. 
gether but will prefently diffolve and break to 
piece~" unlefs it be regulated by forne Laws, and 
the Meml:.ers all con1ent to obferve forne Order. 
Place, and time of rneeting mufl:. be agreed on. 
Rules for admitting and excludingMembers mull: 
be eftablifht. DiftinCt:ion of Offic(i~" and put­
ting things into a regular Courfe, and fLlCh like, 
cannot be omitted. But fince the joyning to .. 
gether of ftveral Members into this Church-So .. 
ciety, as has already been dcmonHrated, is abfo .. , 
lutdy free and f pontaneous, it ncCt:ffJrily £)llows~ 
flat the Right of making its Laws em belong to 
none but the Society it ielf; or at kafl (which 
is the Ja:ne thing) to t:lOf~ whom the SOli~ty 
by common conicnt has authorifell thCrl'U:1to. 

SeIne p(·rhaps may obiecl, that no fi.lCh Socie ... 
ti Cln be i:lid to be a tnie Church, lmle[~ it have 
in it a Bifhop, or Prdbyt('r, with l{uiin a Au· 

, . 1 0 
tnorlty llcrivell t"l-Oill t~le vt'r\~ 6~\ 1~()11Ies,l11,"1 cor!ti-
nued down unt(', the prcJ~n't t.in:.:s lor an unin .. 
ttn-uptcJ SUCCtir:O!l. 

1'0 
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To there I anfwer. In the firft platt, Le~ 

them fhew me the EdiCt bv which Chrift has im.., 
" pofed that Law upon his Church. And let not 

any man think me impertinent, if in a thing of 
this confequence, I require that the Terms of that 
EdiCt be very exprefs and pofitive. For the Pro .. 
mife he has made us, Mat. I 8. 20. that 'loherefo· 
c'oer two or three are gathered together in hisName,. 
he '{,f;ill be in the midfl of them, feerns to imply 
the contrary. Whether fuch an Alfembly want 
any thing necelfary to a true Church, pray da 
you confider. Certain I am, that nothing can be 
there wanting unto the Salvation of Sou Is ; Which 
is fufficient to our purpofe. 

Ne:<t, Pray obferve how great have always been 
the Divifions amongft even thofe who lay fo 
much firefs upon the Divine Inftitution, and con .. 
tinlleli Sllcceffion of a certain Order of Rulers in 
thr Church. Now their very Diffention unavoid .. 
ably puts us upon a neeemty of delib(:rating, and 
confcquently allows a Liberty of chooting that 
whieh upon eonfic!eration we prefer. 

And hz t'h~ fa./l tJ!.1re, I eonfcnt that thefe men 
ha,r~ a l(ul~"r (}f t~l~~~:· (~11l1rcl1, eft~lblillle(i b"y 
1tl( h a l011!.! Scr!l'S (.'f S~;~'ccfliQr! as they It!d!:te nc-

\.....J .. "') 

celEry ; iFovi~I/'J I l1U~J hav~ liberty at the fame 
time to ,;ui;1 ll!y !:'If ~.) l:l,lt Society, in which I 
am 1'(Tl\l.lade~1 t'w~~' ;::i'l~~~1; are to be found which 
are neCel~Jry t\~ t l

.:. I~:~ :~';l~i\)j1 of my Soul. In this 
manner l~Ct it·i;,r~K,Ll Lii'{Tty will be prefcnr;:d on 
all fidc~~ :::'d no iTI:.!O wiii have';t I./.',giilalcf illl" 
l)t\ ~-\ I t l! '\ ( ) ~ 1 J1 ;)1 \ ., ~ ,t . \' · \ ( )' . 1 1', 11"1" 1, 6 Ie t" i)·l ~ L" '1') t- ... l' ~ \ow • • • • 1 ,I .. ! , " ... .... • J. J 1 • .. • 1 L 1 l .} l \. '-.... 

tl t : t ,~'1 ~ , . t ~., : ~ , 1 :. "( . i (') ..... l'!:: l' . "1 t, -, II S "1 1, (). · t ,t I '" t .1. ~ e' 

J.' .... ~ ... ' .. , ...... '-4&., L I ... a\. \1 .. ,.l \' •· .... 6' 
C1 ' y , .. 1 f'" h t . . __ ~ .... ~:~'t_,'l, 1 \Jt)ll.:·J ()ill)P a j~ t!~~!11, f ere 'Y .j)(' \,.~!):., 

f l. , , , 1 l-'\ , 1 { • 

1 1-. , .. 1\; nf.)( 111~)rC Jgrct -lJ!~ t~ tn~ .!l'-j'~ ,";1 () ... 
{. • J 1. ,-11 rIll, 
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Clllj{l-, to m~lke the ~ "(:ndit:ons of her Communion 
co'" r; :,- : to) ~: 1.- " l :"1

0 

; \ rt(' ." r· f 1 (L'l ("11 t~1'11'" g'~~ :J'01~1\ ly as the 
. .' , .... 4 l A .1 \. , .. #... 1 1 0 ) .. , d, J".! ~ 1 I .. : "/' , . ) 

1-1J1' ~;;)j~if bl'~ ~11 til\.' I !oly Scripture:: (~cclan:d, 
in l:":l,nL \\orl!~, to be necdfa:y tt) SJlvat:or. ; 
I a!k, i j~y, ',vhet:1(r this be not mOL '!.~/!'~';l~l:: to· 

the ~ hurch of Chrilr, tr.an fix 111cn rr) !mpvfe 
their own Invl11tions and Int('rpLt".i.t~ons til)on 
others, as if they were of Divine AuthOl!ty ; and 
to eflablifh by Eccldilfi:icaI. Laws, as abiolutdy 
ncclfary to. the ProfdTion of CluiHianity, 1"uch 
things as the I-foly S(rinture~ do either not mCl1-

t!on, or at Letft r.ot eXl)rctly comlnand. \Vhofoever 
J"Cquircs thofe things in oder to El'Cldhilical 
COi11l11tmion, which Chrifl docs not rcqtJirc in 
onL r to life Eternal ; he nuy perhaps indeed 
conititutc a Sccic.ty accommoJatcd to his own 
Op~nivn, and 'his own Al~vant:1Be; but how 
tllat call be calletl tIle Cl1l1rch of L~11rifl:, \vllicl1 is 
cftabliiIlld UpUJl Laws that arc not his, and which 
excllltles [lICll l>erfoI!s tr{)n1 its Co:nll1lir!!On a~ lIe 
will one day receive intQ the Kingdom of llf~~\'cn, 
I u11(lcraan~1 11'Jt. Btlt tnis beirlg n{)t a prol)cr 
place to cnC}uirc into the nurk) of the true Churc 11, 
I wili only mind thofe thlt contend fo carndlly 
Lr the D(.'crccs of their own Soc~cty, and t:l.lt cry 
mit continullly the Church, the Church, \', itb as 
mu~h r.oif:',and pcrhlps upon th~ tune Pr:ncipk, 
as the r..phCfmz Silverfiniths did for their ])ia,.w ., 
this, I elY, I ddirc to m;nd th~m et~ 'I'hat the 
GoilJel tlocqucntly dcchrcs th:tt tI~c true Difcipk3 
cf l'11l-ittl111!it flJt1er 1)~~rt~~Cl!tiol1; bllt tllat tIle 
( 1 1 j- C ~ 1 • f\.' I -, r hI'" IlllC 11 (). ...!1 rIll il10tl II pCr!("l~ll:~ () t ~rS,a~( i ~ r\..'c 

others by i--in.: and Sword, to elnbiacc her Faith 
and Doc ~riilc) I couLl n~ver yet timl in ar. j' uf t!l~ 
~v<':~~ of thl..: i\ cw 'l'dlOllllcn t. 

TIl'! ... 



[ 21 J 
The end of a Religious Society \ as ha~ ~!:l :..ad y 

been (aid; is the Publick \Vorfuip of Goj, ~;n:t 
by means thereof the acquifition of Etcrn<ll Li~::. 
All Difcipline ought therefore to tend to tIl:1\: 
l~r1(1, ,lnti all I~(clcft~111ical La\vs to be tl~erCtlnt() 
ronf11~td. i~0i::l;ng ought, nor can be tr~nfaaed 
in this Sccitty, relating to. the PoiTcfJion of Ci­
vil and \Voddly Goods. No Force is her.: to 
be made life ()t~ upon ~!ly occafion whatfoLver. 
For Force bc~ongs wholly to the Civil MJ.gi­
fir:ltc, ~l!~ll t!lC I)()flt~fYi()n of' all out\:::u-J Goo(is 
is fllt)1~l(1 to llis TlJrij~!i(1i()11 . . ~ ~ 

But it may be :dl(ed, By what Incan5 then 
j' l' l' 1 ~ It· I J 1 1'· 1"'" 1 · r , n:: 1 4 4 (C H •. .! laL lC~l _Ja· v"S )C e (~lb I !lC~, 1 r tIley 
111tlil I)L tiltl) t1t'f11tllte ()t"' all con1plllil\Te PO\\icr? 
J arf.'.\ r, They n~un~ be cfhi.!JEf11l'd, by mCll1S 
j.., 1 1 J ~ .... 1 ,., '" • 1 f~ 

I -I : t-'1 '). ' t j) t 1 i ~ '-' 1 ~ I 1 "tA

... ( \ 1.1 i ll!'" · ~ "\ , "'" rr c: , .. ..; 11 ere 0 \.I.~' __ , , '. "._", '- ~ \..1 ... .&. t",J.~:)',.,. _, ':" 

t ~", ,.,\. .. ~. ';111 !),' \~" ... 1~/\~1 '1'1'1 01Df7~1"\r"i~()11 l'f 1"Ot 
I.&.'- ~. ~ ~ '" '. ~ & • ,\ ."'.' \.. , ~.. '. _ \_ L'- l . , . 

~ . c ' ~. (" . 1 .\ 
p:·()(\c· ... ·~~~~ !!·:~.1:t t.:'·)~\)·.v ~_()rl\TL_L:fJ'1 allt .t"ll)· 
1 .... 11·():··.-::·" j)[ ..... '-!': "' ... : .... i : ..... '11- )~r'~!' 'or llrl 'l"j-s "1111 

. ,l, _ 10. ' • • . '- ~ \'. _, -t. ~ 1 \. I 1 • 1. J 4 "l \ ~ t (. • ... .1 . \.,. '\ ~ 

" I r t ' ~ 1 l' 1 • M l l'l . ). 'i) ; 1 ~ .'. ~ ~ 1: ' .,. 140
..... )- r ,T , ~ 1: r .... '1 l ... · :11 " CIll .. 

1 t l '. , , • -. l . - - ~ III Y . f.. ,_, J \... 

l)l'~' .. d' r:):'" I'~f'.": t\' "l;"~ t) l')··) l"'')l't ·W:t'l·l~l t~'t~'l(" l . '. v.. _ l. _..., ". ' .. '- " • \. \ . \..,., ~ l. .... I I 

oJ 

Duty, ar -' ! ~\':.lOrc ti()'1~, ...:\.dmoni tiu:1S, .1.1 -,I !\d-
· I , .... I ,... 1 0 ~... 1 . 1 J 

" .. ~CCS. r )~ t. :\..'1 e 111::'a!1 S t i1C rrc11l crs \~illl Ill) t 
bc rccLti::h',_l, anJ the Erroneous convipccd, 
t1Lrc n'ILllns nULhin~ i;lrt.h-:r to b;.~ dODe, but that 
fY:l it-lll )b'lrn ant! (;: l!: i i1~EC PCl-tons, \\ h'.1 gi ve 
no t~;-ound to Ih)pc f~)t" their P:.'L:'m:ltifin, fllculd 
be can OlJt a:1d 1~·p~~r.lt~'d from the Socitty. This 
i" t:le Llft an~~ lIttl1( dl l~'orcc of l~c(lcfia!tica.l.i\tl" 
t:1oriry. No other Pur.ifhmcnt can thereby be 
in:~id,:d, th;\:1 that the rcbtion Lcafing between 
the IJ\.)t~\' ~lP~l the ~1Cll1!)Cr \vllicll is cut ofi~ the 
1\"t;", '~0 condemned ccafes to be a part of 
· -1 ",'f- . ,.,i -.L. 1.. ( lld C ! 1 , 

• 
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There things being thus determined, let us in~ 
quire in the next place, how far the Duty of1'0-
leration extends; and what is required from e­
very one by it. 

,And /irji, I hold, That no Church is bound by' 
the Duty of 1'oleration to retain any fuch Per­
fjn in her Bofom j as after At11110nirion, cOltiI1l1C5 

obil:inately to offend againft the Laws of the So~ 
cicty. For thefe being the Condition of Com­
munion, and the Bond of the Society; If the 
Breach of them were permitted without any An­
imadverfion, the Society would immediately be 
thereby dilfolved. But neverthelefs, in all fuch 
("afes, care is to be taken t!lilt tl1c Sc11tCllCC of 
EXCO!nmllnicatio11, and tIle Execution thereof, 
carry '''lith it nn rough ufage ofvVord or .A.a:ion, 
whereby the cjcch:dPerfon may any wife be dam­
nified in Body or Ef:atr. For all Force (as has 
often been faid) belqn85 rmly to the Magiftrate ; 
nor ought any pri \'J.t~ Pl rf(~r~, at any time, to 
ufc Force, unIer,; it be in S:lf-ddence againfi: un-
jufl:: Violence. ExcOml1tmic~tion neither does, 
nor can ccprivc the cxcom:nunicatcd Perron of 
any of thot~ Civil Goods that he formerly pof.. 
f~Afle(l. j\11 tl10fr t!1in~~<; l)(' l()n!! t() the Civil Go-

,-. I .. J 

\rCrnn1cnt, (li1l1 ~ll,"(? llntler tile l\1~1~~il1:rate's Pro-
t~c1ion. ~1'11c \\r~lol~ I~'()rrc of"I~~~(1.'0111tl1tlnicati-
on conftfts o:~ly in til!C, that the R~:follltion of 
tl:c Society in t'~at rC~Kt1: bci!'g du.'Iared, the 
'0 nion that was l:etw( C!l the B~h 1 Y and i<>IneMcm­
bel' comes thtrcby to be dill<)lvcd; and that 
] ' . 1 '. r 1 '" f f'. \.~.. at 1< .'!1 C L ~l : l n ~~, [ 11' ~ 1) art! ell) at 1 () n 0 j 0 n1 e c c r-
tJ.:ll1 ~hi:lg"", w:l:ch the Society communicated to 
ite

; lVILmbl'P:, and unto which no M:m has a;lY 
Civil 1{iS~1t, COJ11'':S ~ljo to ccai~. L~'or tl1erc 15 

no 
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no Civil Injury done unto the excommunicated. 
!)erfon, by the Church-Miniil:er's refufing hiln 
that Bread and 'Vine, in t11e Celebration of tIle 
Lord's Supper, which was not bought with his, 
but other mens Money. 

Secondly, .No private Perfon has any Right, in 
any manner, to prejudice another Perfon in his 
Civil Enjoyments, becaufe he is of another Church 
or Religion. All the Rights and Franchifes 
that belong to 11im as a Ma.n, or as a Denifon, are 
inviolably to be Preferved to him Th~f.~ are 
not the Bufinefs of Religion. No Violence nor 
Injury is to be off(r~dhim, whether he be Chrifrian 
.or Pagan. Nay, we muft not content OlU" fdves 
with tIle narrow Meafures of bare J uil:ice. Cha­
rity, Bounty and Liberality muil: be added to 

) it. This the Gofpel enjoyns; this Reafon di­
rects ; and this that natuj'~l Fdlowfhip we are 
born into requires of us. If any 111an err frotn 
the right way, it is his own MisfOitune, no Injury 
to thee: Nor therefore art thou to punifh him 
in the things of this Life, bccaufe thou fuppofeft 
lIe 'ATi.ll be n1iierable in tl1at wl1ich is to come. 

\Vhat I fay co.ncerning the mutual Toleration 
of private Perfons differing fron1 one another in 
Religion, I undcrf1:and alfo of p~1fticl1lar Churches ; 
Wllich il:anll ~lS it \1{cre ill tIle i:lll1C r~latiot1 to CclC!l 

.. other as private Perfons 3mol~g then1fdvcs ; nor 
has anyone of them any i:"ianj)Cr of J urifdiC1:ion 
over any 0"11cr, no not c:vc'n w hen the Civil 1\1a­
giftrate (as it h>111ctimcs h:lppcl1s ) conws to be of 
this or tIle otller COll1111Ll11i()n. 14'or tIle Civil 
Governmtnt can give no new Right to the 
('11l11'rl1~ nor tIle Cl1urcll to tile Civil G'JverIl­
nlent. So tliat whct:lt"r t::;: lVla6iftratejoyn him-

1~'1 t· 
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{elf to any Church, or feraratc from it, th~ 
Church remains always as it was before, a free 
and voluntary Society. It neither acquires the 
Power of the Sword by the Magiftrat~'s coming 
to it, nor does it 10fc the Right oflnilruCl:ion and 
Excommunication by his going fron} it. This i5 
the fundamental and imlllutable Right of a fpon .. 
tancous Society ; that it has power to remove 
any of its Men1bers who tranfgref~ the Rules of it, 
InH:inltion. But it cannot, by the accefTion of 
any l1':W Members, acquire any Right of J urifaic .. 
tiOl1 ()ver tllofe tl1at are 110t jO\~!1e(i '\Fi tIl it. 1\.t1d 
therefore Peace, Equity anti }:'riendfl1ip, are al· 
, ... 'ays mutually to be obferved by particular 
Churchts, in the fame InannfT as by priYlte 
Perfons, without any pretence of Superiority or 
J urifdittion over one another. I 

That the thing n1ay be n1ade yet clearer by an 
Example; Let llS ftlppofe two Churches, the 
onc of Arm in ittJl S , the other of Car .. .:illijls, refiding 
in the City of COJlj!lZJ1ti1!ople ; 'Vill anyone fay, 
that either of thde Churches hlS Right !o de-. 
prive the Men1bers of thc other of their Eftates 
and Liberty, (as we fec practifed clfc\vhcre) be­
caufc of their differing fron1 it in fome DoCtrines 
or ('cren10nies ; whilft the 'lJ,{rAJ if1 tIle mean 
whilc filently {bnd by, and laugh to fce with 
what inhumane Cnlclty Chrifi i:l11S thue; rage, 
aga nil Chri!1:ians ? .But if one c-ftlH, fc Churches 
hatr, this Power of treating the other ill, I all< 
wl!icll of tl1em it is to \Vh(~n'l t]lat I)o\\'cr bclo.llgS, 
and by what Right? It will be al1[werrd un­
doubtedly, That it is tilt.: OrthoJox Church 
"vhich hlS the Kight of Allthority over tlw 1':rro­
nCUl.lS or lferttical. T;~is is in great and 

il~ccicl~ 
, 
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fpt"cious word~, to fay jun: nothing at all. For 
every Church is orthodox to it felf; to others, 
Erroneous or Heretical. \Vhatfoever any Church 
believes, it believes to be tnle ; and the contrary 
thereunto it pronourtces to be Error. So that 

· tIle Controverfie between thefe Chtlrches about 
the Tnlth of their Doctrines, and the Purity of 
their \V orfhip, is on both fides equal ; nor is there 
any Judge, either at ConJlantinople, or elfewhere 
lIpon Earth, by whofe Sentence it can be deter­
mined. The Decifion of that Q!eftion belongs 
{)nly to the Supream Judge of all men, to whom 
Cllio alone belongs the Punifhment of the Errone­
OtlS. In the mearl while, let thofe men confider 
how hainouOy they fin; Who, adding Injuftice, 
if not to their Error yet certainly to their Pride, 
do rafhly and arrogantly take upon them to mifufe 
the Servants of another Mafter, who are not at all 
accountable to tllem. 

Nay further, If it could be manifeft which of 
thefe two diffenting Churches were in the right 
way, there would not accrue thereby to the Or­
thodox any Right of deftroying the other. For 
Churches have neither any J urifdiCtion in worldly 
l\1atters, nor are Fire and Sword any proper 
Initnll11cllts \v11crewitIl to COllvince n1cns 
Minds of ~~rror, a11tl illtorll1 then1 of tIle 1'rllth. 

i Let t1~ fllppofe, nevcrthdc[<;, that the Civil Ma­
giflratc inclined to (lYOUr one of them, and to 
p'Jt his S\~'onJ into their I lands; that (by his con­
knt) they might chaftife the Diflcnters as' they 
pIrated. \tYill any man ~ly, that any Right can 
be dcri\rCll 'l111to ,1 Cllriit!Jll l~lltlrcJl over its Bre­
thren, from a 1'urkiih Emperor? }\.n Infidel, 
who ha.:> himfdf no .~ llthori ty to pun:!h thlifti;r~s 

C . fOr 
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ft)r tllc Articles of tlleir l~'aitll" ca11n,ot cOl1fcr 

· fiJCh an Authority upon any Society ofChrifbans, 
ncr give unto them a Right, which he has not him­
fclt~ This would be the Cafe at Co Jl)1allt in ople. 
And the Rcafon of the thing is the falne in any 
Chriftian Kingdotn. The Civil Power is the 
fame in every place; nor can that Power, in 
theHands of aChriil:ianPrince, confer any greater 
Authority upon the Church, than in the l-Iands 
of a Heathen; which is to fay,juft none at all. 

Neverthelefs, it is worthy to be obferved, and 
lamented, that the moft violent of tllefc De'fen­
ders of the Tnlth, the Oppofers of Errors, th~ 
Exclaimers againft Schifin,do hardly ever let loofe 
this their Zeal for God., with which they are fo 
wanned and inflamed, unlefs where they have 
the Civil l\1agiitratc on their fide. But fo foon 
as ever Court-favour has givca them the bettci 
end of the Staff, and they begin to feel thetnfelves 
the {honger, then prcfcntly Peace and charity 
:ire to be bid af1de; ctherwiie, they are rdigi· 
o\lily to be obitrvcd. \Vhere they have nct the 
J?o~\;\/er t() carry C)11 Perfeclltion, a11(1 to bccoll1e 
l\hncr~, thert' thy dcfire to live upon f:lir 'rerm~, 
anJ prcl('h up Toleration. Vlhcn they are not 
Hrcngthncd ',vith the Civil Power, thl .~ they can 
b<:ar n~~};l F'.tiC'ntly ~nd Ul1l1lnvcdly the Conta· 
gion c.fLblatlY, Supcrftition and J-ferrite in their) 
Nl\~f-;11b()l~;'11()()~1 ; ot~\vl1]~_~h, iI1 otl1cr ()ccafions, 
1 \ "I ," 1) 1 " " 1· I • 1 t 1'( 11 iter(': C ()f '\.'.:!l~!.lon 111~~!"l'S t 1Cl11 t() 1C ex-_.J 

t,I':l;n:y ai'i'lThCl1iiVl'. Th.'y do not fc)rwardly 
~ tr:lck r!l( ~1(' l~~rr()rs v~~hicl1 arl l irl 1if11i(}!1 ~lt C()llrr, 
(~!. a:· c C ( H ~ : -. t ~' 11 at i C' ('ll 1 ~ \r t 11 C (; c' \ 'c r 11 J 11 ~ . ~ 'j t· . }- I c r ~ 
'1 .... I" 

r:L~"; ·.:~rl ,.e C(}il~('J1t t() f'~~il\~ t,l\.'jr . .-trg1.ltncnts ; 
.. ,.,~ : J~ t h \/, \ LL ,., \' • ; l ~ , t· ll " .:, ,. 1· 1 l' , . , l' S t J l/ ~ I " ~ 1 y 1·"1 (r J 1 t 
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l\1cthod of propagating Tnlth; which has no 
fi.ICh way of prevailing, as when ftrong Argu­
n1cnts and good Rea[on are jOYlleJ with the ioft­
nefs of Civility and good Ufage. 

PIa bod;' therefore, in fine, neither fingle Pcr­
fons, norChurchcs, nay, norevcnCommo!1wealths, 
have any juft 1~itle to iI1va rJe tl1e Civil I<.i9Jlts 

" • L..J 

and \Vorldly Goods of each other upon pretence 
of Religion. 1"'11017: that are of anothcrOpinion, 
'\~iJtll!~ (.10 \~Jcll to CC)ll fi(~ er \lli tIl tIlt lil icI-v~es ho \~¥ 
ptTnici(}Us a Seed of I) ifco rd and \Var, hovi PO\'/­

trfu! a Proyoc<lt:on to cndltfs l-Iatrcds, Rapine:;, 
and Sbughters, t:1CY th.ereby furnifh unto ~L:l~-

. kind. No Pt<iCC ~nd Security, no not io n~udl 
~~, C( I"'lnlC l'r~(" l~''';· (' y ~104 1,.·\ ~f1-,,,tli'tl'1~'/' ~ ) 1 J. j :1 ~.i. ! : _. n l ! j ~ L 1 ) , an l l .1 l.; C t..,ll '-~ 0 i.t . ~ .1. '- \.! 
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of Arms. 
In the thirdPl{ut ~ Let us fee what the Di/~)' of 

rr' I' . r t· .. 1 l' rt . • (" 1. 0 ""'''I'!'l/141 ;J.r 1 .... 1 /."!o .. /"l,,· T'·('11" t"'O~#},'Trqo ""l·e t""';'1 1""04,!'1' '''-
(It.-it/a...,/, I ".1~"'" ~ .. ' "&'A'! i ,.11 )i\.. ,.1. .. ,'. \..., ... 1\" .61~)L! !J.i.. 
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as t~1l'y plcail~ to (:,111 U~~) by fome FccZ,/(.)i(a! 
Ch/7rl7ltI1~ (7/1) O";';·,,· \!'~1')i·11{~"'" t1",y ~b'-· r)}:ll1().'~ ~. .... l. ., .• t..t .i) • {.", ., 1. ~ '- t \...1 .I. .I ... L ~ l.l 1 L .i ,'. , 
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digniilcd or diilinguif11:..'1.!' It is n~)t my Bcl1nds 
to Cllqll~tC llcre i!-.to tIle Or!r~illal (;f tl~t t)\.~·\\'~'r ()r 
Dignity of the Clergy. This only I f::y, That 
wJltllCe-f<Jcver tllcir j\lltlluritv be i"'l)rtll~~.~~, illlC<: 

~ ~~ 

it is Eccldiafl:icaI, it ought to be confined \\'itlI!il 
. the Bounds of the Church, norCln it iil any man­
ner be txtenciell to Civil l\lt:,irs; 1)l'C~llfe tlle 
~hllrch it fdf is a thing abi()lutdy feparatc and 
dliliIlct fronl tllce 'OIll111011\"C~11 tIl. "I~hcBotlnllarics 
Gn botl.1 fides are fixl\l :lnd in1l11ovable. l-Ic jum-

l~ ~~ · bIos 
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1>les Heaven and Earth togcther,the things moP.: 
remote and oppotite, who mixes thefe Societies ; 
which are in their Original, End, Bufinefs, and 
i~ .. ·~ti>rv thing, perfectly cliflinet, and infinitely 
dttferent trom each otller. No man thcref()re, 
with whatfoever Ecclefiail:ical Office he be dig- I 

nified,can deprive another man, that is not of his 
Church and Faith, either of Liberty) or of any 
part of his Worldly Goods, upon the aCCotJ:1t of 
tIlat difference \\'hi~'h is betw~en tllctn in I{cli~:i. 
()n. F'or \vhatever is not Ja\Vflll to tI1c \vl1ole 
Church, cannot, by any Ecclefiaftical Right,be­
come lawful to any of its IVIcn1bcrs. 

But this is nat all. I t is not enough that 
Ecclefiaftical Men abft~lin from Violence aI1d Ra­
pine, and all manner c,f Peril'cution. I-Ie that i 

pretends to be a Succeffor of the Apoftles, and · 
takes upon him the Office of'reaching~ is obliged ' 
alfo to aclmoniili hisHcarers of the Duties of Peace I 

and Good \viII to\var<.1s a11111rn; as well towards 
the Error.eous, as tIle Ortl1ot!ox ; to\\"al\~S tllofe 
that differ from them in Faith and \Vorfhir', as 
well as towar<1s thofc that a~rcc witll tllcnl tllcre-

'-~ 

in. And he ought i:lduil:riou1y to exhort all 
men, whether private Perfons or l\1agiftrates, (if 
any filch there be in his Church) to Charity, 
Meekncfs and Toleration; and diligently en­
d.eavour to allay and temper all that Heat and · 
unrcafonable Averfencfs of" Mind, which either 
any man's fiery Zeal for his ownSeCt,or the Craft 
of others, has kindled againftDiffenters. I will not 
undc:rtake to reprefen t how happy and how great 
would be theFruit,both inChllrdt arlllState ,if the 
Pulpits every where founded with this DoCtrine of 
f~ace anu Toleration j left I fhould fecn1 t·) rc-

oca 
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AeB: too fevere1y upon thote Men whore Digni-
ty I defire not to detrcltl: from, nor would have 
it diminilhed either by others or themfelves. 
But this I fay, That thus it Ollght to be. And 
if anyone that profe1fes hi!YJidf to be a Minifter 
of the Word of God, a Preacher of the Gofpel 
of Peace, teach otherwife; he either underftands 
not, or neglects the Bufinefs of his Calling, and 
fhall one day give account thereof unto the Prince 
of I)eace. If' Chrifiians are to be admonilhed 
that they abftain from all manner of Revenge, e­
ven after repeated Provocations and multiplied 
Injuries ; how much more ought they who hlf­
fer nothing, who have had no harm done them 
forbear Violence, and abftain from all manner of 
ill ufage towards thofe from whom they have re­
ceived none. This Caution and Temper they 
ought certainly to ufe towards thofe who mind 
only their own Bufinefs, and are fcl.ticitOllS forno­
thing but that (whatever men think of them ') 
they may worfllip Gqd in that manner which 
they are perfuaded is acceptable to him, and in 
which they have the ftrongeft hopes of Eternal 
Salvation. In private domefiick J\'ffairs, in the 
managenlcnt of Eftates, in the confervation of 
Bodily Health, every n1an may confider what 
fi.lits his own conveniency, :md follow what 
courfe he likes beft. No man comphins of the 
ill managen1cnt of his Neighbour's AfElirs. No 
man is angry with another for an Error com­
mittt'd in f6wing his Land, or in marrying hi~ 
Daughter. No body correCts a Spend-thrift for 
conh.lming hisSubfi:.mce in'ravcrns. Let any man 
pull down, or build, or mJkc whatfocver Expen­
(es he pkafcs ; no body murnlurs, no body con-

~ 3 trouls 
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tlltlO!11Cll ("crCn)()Jl1l'~, ()}' if !lr~ Lo,r; ,1~~'~ 11()t his 
Chik:ren to be i!li t:,: tnl in t:1l' ,"),,1..1 cd ~.'I yfl:crics 
()f tlli'-) or tl-!L ()tl~! .. r l'o!'~t~rl'~~~lti~Hl; thls ill1me­
diattly c~ufcs an U pnJ~1r ; and t; II: 1\ eighbGur. 
hoo..! I!) tilled with noitt a;-1'-1 chmour. Every 
one is rca:Jy to L~c tIle .t\ vcn~t('r (;( (() ercat a 
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Crime. tln~1 tIle Zta!(~t,· 11artl!y 11:lvC IJarlcnce 
to refrain from Violence an~ 1](;1:;i I1C 1() long till the 
Caufc be heard, and the poor man be, according 
to Form, condemned to the lofs of Liberty, 
Goods, or Life. 011 tllat our I::c(lc!~aflical Ora­
tors, of every SeCt, wculd apply tlIt. millvcs with 
all the fircngth of .L \rgumellts that they are able, 
to the confounding of mens Errors! But let 
them [pare their Perfim:~. Let them not fupply 
their \\'ants of }{cafoi'·s \vitll th Ill!1r~lnlcnts of 
Force, which bdong to anotL~r Jurifditlion, ~nd 
po ill become a Church ffiln's Har~ds. Let th~m 
not G) 11 in the MagiitrJt<.?s Authority to the aid 
()f their Eloquence Gr Leaming; kit, perhaps, 
whilft they prl'tend only Love for the 'fruth, 
thi~, their intemperate Zeal, breathing n~Jthing 
but Fire and 5\-,·or<.1, betray their AmLil:on ; and 
fl C',\' t!l<1t \vhat they (~dijc is TCI111)ora! }),Jm:­
riun. I'or it will h: \r( ry {:itrcult t:J pc; fllaJe 
n-(::l ot SenE', th:lt he, , .. ho '.vith dry Ey;~s, and 
f~-_ti f~,~~:on (~f~ 1\/liI:ll, Cllr1 (Jcli\·~'r llis l~r~)t!lcr Llnt() 
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We 11:lve already prl)vcd, That the Care of 
Souls docs not belong to theMagi{1ra':e. l""fot a 
Magii1:erical Care, I n'I~::~n, ( if I may f() call it ) 
which confiils in preJ(:ribng by L~w~, an(~ c:;~n· 
pelling by Punin1menl~. But a c1};lritabk' Care, 
which conGfts in teaching, admcnifhing, and per­
fuading, cannot b(~ denied unto any man. '1 'he 
Care therefore of every lli:l.n's Soul belongs unto 
himfiJf, arltl is to be left l11l:0 11i111fclf·. 13ut \vllat 
if he neglect the Care of his Soul ? I anivll~r, 
What if he ncgleEt the Care of his I-Iealth, or of 
his Eftate ; \Vl1icll things are ncarlier related to 
the Govermnent of the Magifhatc than the other? 
Will the Magiil:ratc provide by an exprefs Law, 
That [uch a one .o1a11 not bt':omc poor or fick ? 
Laws provide, as n1uch as is pomble: That the 
Goods and Health of SubjeCts be not injured by 
th~ Fraud or Violence of others ; they do nct 
guard them fi'om the Negligence or ill huibandry 
of the IJoiflfTors thtlilfelves. No Man can b·~ 
forced to be I{ic11 or I-IcaJtIlfllI wl1ether l1e will 
or no. Nay, God himfelf will not fave n1en a­
gainft their wins. Let us fuppofc,however, that 
fame Prince were dcfirous to force his Subl~Et3 
to accumulate Riches, or to preferve the Flealth 
and Strength of their Bodies. Shall it be pro­
vided by Lav,:, that tll':y mufi: confuIt none but 
ROMan Phyfl.cians ; and fhall everyone be 
bound to live according t\.) their Prefcriptio:1S ? 
\Vhat, fhall no Potion, no B!'oth be taken, t~ut 
what is prepared either in the Vatican, fuppoi~', 
0,1' ~n .1 C ell£va Shop? Or, to make thefe Sul~ieCts 
r!(~, fl1all they all be obligcJ l;y La\v to b~­
(olUclVl.-rchantc;, or M~lficians? Or, thall ~Y:'ry 
clnc turn Vidualler, or Suuth; becauj~ t i· ."1. ,:. ':.~ 
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rome that maintain their Families plentifully, and 
grow rich in thofe Profeffions? But it may be 
faid; There are a thoufand ways to Wealth, but 
only one way to Heaven. 'Tis well faid indeed, 
cfpecially by thofe that plead for cOlnpelling men 
into this or the other Way. For if there were 
feveral ways that lead thither, there 'w-:mld not 
be fo much as a pretence left for Compulfion. But 
now if I be marching on with my utmoft vigor, 
in that way which, according to the Sacred Geo· 
graphy, leads ftreight to Jerufalem ; Why am 
I beaten and ill ufed by othere, becaufe, perhaps, 
I wear not Bulkins ; becaufe my Hair . is not of 
the right Cut; becaufe perhaps I have not been 
clipt in the right Fafhion; becaufe I eat Flefh 
upon the Road, or fome other Food which agrees 
with my ftomach;becaufe I avoid certain By-wayst 
wllich feern unto me to lead into Briars or Preci­
pices ; becaufe arnongft the feveral Paths that 
are in the fame Road, I Ch\lfe that to walk in which 
feerns to be the ftreighte11: and c1eaneft ; becaufe 
I avoid to keep cOlnpany with fome Travel1ers 
that are lefs grave, and others that are more fowr 
than they ought to be; or in fine, becaufe I fol· 
low a Guide that either is, or is not cloathed if} 
'Vhite, and crowned with a Mitre? Certainly, 
jf we confider right, we fhall find that for the 
lnoft part they are filCh friv()lollS things as thefe, I 

t~lat (without any pr<:judice to Religion, or the 
Sa,lvationof Souls, if not accon1panicd with S\.l· 
ptrftition or FlypoCliiie) n1ight either be obft·rv· 
cd or omitted; I fay they arc fuch Eke things 
tlS thdt" which breed impla.cab1cEnmitics amcng~t 
Chri~ian Brethren, who are all agreed in the fub­
!tantlal and trul y fundalllcutal plrt of Religion. 

. llut 
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. BLlt let us grant unto thefe Zealot~, who con~ 

. (lcmn all things that are not of their Mode, that 
from thefe Circumftances arife cliffcrent Ends. 

o What iliaII we conCltlde from thence? There 
is only one of thefe which is the true way to E­
ternal Happinefs. ,But in this great variety of 
ways that mcn follow, it is frill doubted which is 
this right one. Now neither the care of theCom ... 
man-wraith, nor the Right of enacting Laws, 
does liifcover this way that leads toHeaven more 

-certainly to the Magiftrate, than every private 
man's Search and Study difcovers it unto him­
felf. I have a weak Body, funk undcr a lan­
guifhing Difcafc, for which (I fuppofe) there is 
one only Remedy, but that unknown : Does it 
therefore belong unto the Magiftrate toprefcribe 
me a Remedy; becaufe there is but one, and 
bccau[e it is tlnknown? Becallfe there is bllt one 
way for me to efcape Death, will it therefore be 
fafe for me to do whatfoever the Magifuate Of-

dains? I'hefe things that every man ought 
fincere!y to enquire into himfelf, and by Medita­
tion, Study, Search, and his own Endeavours, at­
tain the knowledge of, cannot be looked upon as 

. the peculiar Poffeffion of anyone fort of Men. 
Princes indeed are born fu peri or unto other Men 
in Power, but in Nature equal. Neither the 
Right, nor theArt of Ruling, does necelfarily car· 
ry alung with it the certain Knowledge of other 
things; and leaR of all of the tnle Religion. 
For if it were fo, how could it come to pafs that 
the Lords of the Earth fhould differ fo ~aftly as 
they do in Religious Matters? But let us grant 
that it is probable the way to Eternal Life may 
~c better known by aPrince than by his SubjeCts; 

~ 
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or at leafl:, that in this incertitude of thing~, the 
fafdl: and moil: comn1odious way for private 
Pcrfons is to follow his Dictates. You will fay, 
what tncn? If he ihould. bid. YGU follow l\1er­
chandife for your Livelihood, would you decline 
tl1at Courfe for fear it f110l11l1 110t fllccecli? I 
anfwer: I would turn Merchant upon the Princes 
Con1nlancl, beCatlfc in cafe I fholl1l1 113.vC ill file­
cefs in Trade, he is abundantly able t~ make up 
Iny Lofl) fome other \\"ay. If it be tnlf, as he 
pretends, that he defires I fhould thrive and grow 
rich, he can fd 111e up again \v hen unfl1Ccc1~fu] 
\r O'fl~CS llav?c 11rc)!(e n1e. Btlt tl1;s is nct tl1e 
r ~ >" hI·' 1 1 Lor '- ale 111 ti e t1ir.QS t!lat rcrrarli til~ _ Jll.l~ t() c()me. 

'- ~l L' 

If tllcre I tal(e a wrong COtlr1e, if' in t~l~t rtCt,)cct 
'-.--

" t' "' -i t. ... ( \ t t ,,. , I ., .~ ;.L ... ., .... I ,... 1 1\ I · ..... 
~4. n1 011 C L II 11 (, 0.1 e ,It 1:, n, J ... J. n t 1 ~ C ..l 'y (, :. f; 1 ,t.l d L CS' 

Power to repair my Lo[" to ea!(~ my Sulfcrillg; 
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1y, to a good Eftate. \\That Security can be giv­
en for the Kingdon1 of Heaven? 

l>crI1a 4

l)s {()111t ,viII fay tl1at tl:c v (~O I'1ot fLll"11rJofe 
~ "l 
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tt) falI(),v· in tlle i\,f+~lirs ()f 1{(~1~(~~.;;1 t() l)c in the 
~ , 

the Civil Magifrrat~, but in tbe- L'J.;u)'cb. \\'ll1t 
tl1e Cllllrcl1 11as clctcrnlin'c(l~ tIlat tile ~~i\;,~l r,,/l~1zi-

... 
Hrate orders to be obfervcd; :::nd lic' pl'cvi: ~ ... ;; by 
11 is AUt.:1 0 ri t V t 11 a t 11 () L~ (~ ~ ~ v lI}]!J cit! 1 era lC~ 0 r be-

" J . 

li;.:v~, in the buiincis of l(;:iig\,n, Ot11CY/tf:: than I 
1 l' "'1 1 1 c..-' 1 I" ~ f t .. lel~llrc.1 teacll~·S. ...)(): lat t 1l' J l~\ ~gInc11t 0 
, r: J' o. I (..... h ,. , hI· l tlJCJle t 11~~\S IS 111 t 1~? 11",.1rC, 1 ill' 'Y'1agll . rate 

hirnil'IF yieiJs Obcc;jenc, thcrtunto, and requires 
tlp. like Ob~dicl1cC froln others. I anfwer; \V ho 
-fe, s !)u·t ho\v ffl:quently the N~lil1e of .-he Church 
whidJ. was fo venerahle in the time of the Apo .. 
lUcs, has been o1ade ufc of to throw Dun in Peo­

ples 
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pIes Eyes, in following Ages? But however; 
in the prefent cafe it helps us not. 1'he one on­
ly narrow way which leads to I-leaven is not 
better known to the Magifhate than to private 
perfons ; aud thcrLfore I cannot fafely take him 
for my Guide, who may probably be as igno­
rant of the way as my felf, and who certainly is 
lef~ concerned for my Salvation than I my fdf 
am. Amongfi: fo tnany Kings of the Jews, how 
many of theIll were there whom any !fraelite, 
thus blindly following, had not fallen into Idola­
try, and thereby into DeftruCticn? Yet never­
thelefs, YOll bid me be of good courage, and 
tell Ine that all is now fafe alld fecllrr, becallfc t~lc 
Magiftrate does not now el~oyn the obfervan ce 
of his own Decrees in matters of Religion, but 
only the Decrees of the Church. Of what Church 
I bcfeech you? Of that certainly which likes him 
btfl:. As if he that compels nle by l.aws and Pe­
l1alties to enter into tllis or tIle otllcr Chtlrcll, (lid 
hot interpofe his own Judgment in the l1lattcr. 
\\/11at cliflerCllCe is tIlcre \\yllttl1er lIe lead Inc hin1-
fe1t~ Of deli vcr me over to be leri by othen? I de­
pend both ways upon his \Vill: and it is he that 
determines both WJ.YS of my eternal State. \VouId 

. an Iji'aelitc, that haJ worfhipped Baa/upon the 
Command of his King, have been in any better 
condition, uecaufc fome boJy had told him that 
the King ordered nothing in Religion upo~ his 
ownl-Iead, nor commanded any thing to be done 
by his Sul~jl'(ls in Divine vVorJhip, but what 'vas 
approved by thcCounfd of .i>ridrs,a!1d declared to 
be of Divine Right by thd)octor3 oftheirChurch? 
If the Religion of any Church blTU!1le thtrefore 
trUl' an\.! f~ ving,t-.cG1ll1l: thd It,<\ds of that Sect, the 

I)rcl~ltes 
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Prelates and Priefts, and thofe of that Tribe, 00 
all of them, with all their nlight, extol and praife 
it; whatRe1igion can ever be. accounted erroneous,. 
falfe and deftructive? I am. doubtful concerning 
the DoCtrine of the Socinimts, I am fufpicious of 
the way of W orfuip practifed by the Papijls, or 
Lutherans? Will it be eyer a Jot the fater for 
me to joyn either unto the one or the other of thofe 
Churches, upon the Magiftrates Command; be· 
caufe he commands nothing in Religion but by 
the Authority and Counfd of the Doctors of that 
Chtlrch ?" 

.. 

But to fpeak the truth, we muft acknowledge 
that the Church (if a Convention of Clergy-men, 
making Canons, muft be called by that N arne) 
is for the moil: part more apt to be influenced by 
the Court, than the Court by the Church. How ' 
the Church was tlnder t.he Viciffitllde of ()rtl1Q­

dox and Arrian Emperors, is very well known. 
Or if thofc things be too rC1110te ; 1~he EngliJh 
l-liftory affords us frefller Ex~mples, in the Reigns · 
of [fellry the 8th, Ed1.Dard the 6th, Ma1Y, and 
Elizabeth, how cafily and filloothly the Clergy . 
changed their Decrees, their Articles of Faith, 
their Form of W or1h:lp, every thing, accolding 
to the inclination of thofe Kings and Qleens. 
Yet were thofe Kings and ~eens of fuch differ­
ent minds, in point of Religion, and enjoyned \ 
thereupon furh difitrent things, that no man in his 
\\Tits ( I had almon- -laid none but an Atheift)will 
pn Eml-c to fily that any finccre and upright Wor· 
1hippt r of God could, with a fafc Confcience, -
ob~'Y tl1cir fl'vcral I)ccrces. To conc]llue, It is 
the filln~ thing whnhcr a King that prefcribes 
Laws to anothtr 01iIDS Religion, prt:tt'nd to do it 

by 
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by his own Judgment, or by the Ecclefiaftical 
Authority and A.dvice of others. The Decifions 
of Churchmcn,whofe Differences andDifputes are 
·fi.lfficiently known, cannot be any founder, or 
fafer, than his. l~or can all their Suffrages joyned 

, together add any new fl:rength unto the Civil 
Power. Tho' this alfo muLl be taken notice of, 
that Princes fddom have any regard to the Suf­
frages of Ecclefiaftics that are not F avourers of 
their own Faith and way of \V orfhip. 

But after all, 1'he Principal COl!/itieration, and 
which abfolutely detennincs this Controverfie, is 
this. Although the IVlagiftratcs Opinion in Re­
ligion be found, ~,nd the way that he appoints be 
truly Evangelical, yet if I be not thoroughly 
perfwaded thereof in my own mind,there will be 
no fafety for me in following it. No way what­
foever that I ihall walk in, againft the Diaates of 
my Confcicnce, will ever bring tne to the Man­
lIons of the Bldred. I may grow rich by an 

· Art that I take not delight in; I may be cured 
of tome J)ifcafc by RClnedies that I have not 
Faith in ; but I cannot be faved by a Religion 
that I dii1nIil, and by a \Vor111ip that I abhor. It 
is in vain for an 1 Jnbdicver to t~!kc up the out­
,var(l nlc,\t()f~~111()tIlcrMans l)rottffion. 1;~litl1 OT1-

Iy, a!1d inward Sincerity, are the thing<; that pro-
: cure a(Ceptai~CC with God. l'hc n1oH: likely and 

1110ft a~.)l~rO\T .. ~I.l l{Cll1'~~·..1v· can ll~:\rc 11() ci~~~a: lll)OIl 
1 ! J .1. 

tllC 1)Ll~(il~\!1t, if 11is St()111a( 11 rcjc(-t it as j()OI1 as ta-
k~'n. J\nd y( u will in vain n:.1Q1 a rvll.'dicine down 

fJ 1 1\"" , 1 ' I 1· 1 •• • 1 C fl · tl ',' ,. 1\ '., 11'" ~ '1,"("'1'''' ,'rI1~{"'11 11·(' 't)·,,·t'{'ll.'ll· 011 -'t'l· , l .... l ... ' t't. ~ j I. .. / .. ""I .\.&.~.. l .... l ... ~, 1"" ~~~" ,L.1 \. 
1 

t~,"),·, p-; 1 '-I' '\ ~~, I , ..... t· '\"") 'l,,,t-,) : ~., ,: (('11 111" ,1Tor,l 
L ' •• 1 '., 1 1 \. J II i \..... L'': ' ! J i ! ' ,,\,~ '.-11 '... • (" 'v \.., • 

\
' y 1 1 I' 1 (' l' 1) l' • 
'\' 11'l"'l~i)' ~·t\l· l; .... ·ly '.\' l'\)~'l ... t~ 11 til ". f"~(i'f)n )"("'t 

' J~4 J''- ~ \ ••• ". ~. ~.,. l ' '-'. ll,.,.!\ , 
\..J 

t 1, I' f' , 1 t 1', ., n· ~ (" (" ( , }'" ,f 0: n t 1,\ ,... n tJ i~ (\ l' " (,; (\ f 1 \\"11; ell I 
! .) h '. &.4, ~ l 1.) '" \~ L" I ., ... " • \0 .. 0 ... " ~ I ..." I , ~ • ~ 

1) l)c li'~ 'lC 



[ 38 ] 
believe not to be tnle, can be either true or pro. 
fitable llnto me. In vain therefore do Princes 
compel their Subjects to come into their Church­
communion, under pretence of faving their Souls. 
If they believe, they will come of their own ac­
cord? if they believe not, their coming will no- , 
thing avail them. l-I0w great foever, in fine, 
may be the pretence of Good-will and Charity, 
and concern for the Salvation of Mens ~'ouls ; 
Men cannot be forced to be faved whether they 
will or no. And therefore, when all is tlone, 
they mnft be left to their own Confciences. 

Having thus at length freed Men from all D~ 
minion over one another in matters of Religion, 
let llS now confider ~uhat they are to do. All men 
know and acknowledge that God ought to be 
publickly worlhipcd. Why othenvife do they \ 
compel one another unto the publick Affemblies? 
Men therefore confiitutcd in this liberty are to 
enter into k)me Religious Society; that they 
may lneet together, not only for mutual Edifi­
cation, but to own to the \V orld that they wor­
ihip God, and offer unto his divine Majefty fuch 
J(~rvice as they thrn1felves are not afllamed of, 
and filCh as they think notunworthy of him, nor 
tmacceptable to hilTI; and finaJly that by the 
purity of D,)[trine, I-Iolim [" of Life, and decent 
Funn ()~. \~"o~'f11ip, they m:ty d~aw others unto, 
the love or :':~l' true ]{(.oiigion; and peri()rm 
~llCh othci.' t~~iJ1~~; in Rclig:O:1 as cannot be done 
by e~lCh priv:l:-:: 1\'1:1n ap;1it, 

7'· ~ · ) 7" l . • • T '1 rz' J .. /",',':' 1\.('.,·::.·.·,·,,'!J .. 'C(·,:.';, ... ·; (,71. t,j.';Ij"CI.)('J, (1',',1 
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particular to take care of ; I Inean the Salva-
tion of their Souls. Nor in this cafe is there any 
difference betwecIl tIle National Chllrcl1, anti o~ 
ther feparated Congregations. But as in every 
Church there are two things efpecially to be con­
fidered; the outward form alld Rites of IVor-
fhip; ./!l1d the Doflrbus and Articles of Faith; 
Thefe things muft be handled each diftinB:ly ; 
that fo the whole rnatter of Toleration may the 
more clearly be underH:ood. 

Concernil1g outward WorJhip, (1 fay, in the firft 
place) that the Magiftrate has no Power to en­
force by Law, either in hi5 own Church, or llluch 
lefs in another, the ufe of any Rites or Ceremo­
nies whatfocver in the \Vorfhip of God. And 
this, not only becaufe thefe Churches are free So-

, cictics; but becaufe whatfoever is praB:ifed in 
the \Vorfhip of God, is only fo far Juihf1:1ble ac; 
it is believed bythofe that pracrife itt0h~ accep­
table ll,1 to lliIn. \ \.' lla tfi)c,'cr is llot dorH.~ \\" i t11 
that A1fllraIlce of l~-':l:tll, is neitller ,veIl in it felf: 
:lur can it be acceptable to God. ~ro illlpofc 
fuch things therefore upon any People, contrary 
to their own Judglnent, is in effea to con1mand 
them to offtnd God; \Vhich, ronfi(ilring that 
the ,- .. d of all Religion is to plrafe him, and that 
Liberty is drentially neceffary to that End, ap-

: pears to be abfurd beyoa\.) exprcffion. 
But perhaps it may be concluded from hence, 

that I deny unto the Magithat~ aU manner of 
Power about brdifftre1lt things; which if it be 
not granted, the whole SubjeCt: n1atter of Law­
making is taken away . No, I reatlily grant that 
Indifferent Things, and perhaps none but fuch 
are fubjeClcd to the LegiOative Power. But it 

D 2 does 
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cloes not therefore follow, that the Magiftrate 
may ordain whatfoever he plcafcs concerning any 
thing tl1at is indifferent. TIle Pllblicl, Go()d is 

~ ~ 

the Rule and meafure of all Law-tnaking. It a 
thing be not ufcful to the ComnlGl1wealth, tho' 
it be never fi) indifferent, it may not prcfently be 
eftablifhed by Law. 

But fur/be'r: Things never fo indifferent in 
their own nature, when they arc brought into 
the Church and \Vorfllip of God, are removed 
out of the reach of the 1\tlgifh;ltc's J urifdiEtion ; 
bccaufe in tilJt tlfe t!lCY l1Jve no COll11t'xioll at all 
with Civil AfEtirs. -Tiw onJy bufinds of the 
Church is the Salvation of SouL;: And it i10 \t,"J.y~ 
concerns the Common WG11th, or JlIyl\icI1l1X'r,)f 
it, that this, or the othcr Ceremony be there made 
llfc of. Neither the ufl', nor the OmifTion ofany 
Cercn1onies, in thofe Religious Aficlnbli('s, does 
either adyantage or pr<~l\ldice the Life, Liberty 
or Eltlte of any lVIan. For Example: Let it be 
granted, thatthe wafhingof an Inf:l1lt with \Vater 
is in it fdfan i~difTcrent thing_ Let it be granted 
alfo, that if the Magif1:rate undcrlland fuch walli· 
ing to be profitable to the curing or preventing 
of any Di1eaic that Children are fubjccl- unto, and 
dlcl m, the matter weighty enough' to be takt.n 
care ot by a Law, in that cafc he may order It 
to be done. But will any one th~rdor(' tly, that: 
a i'vlagifl:rate has the f.1me Right to ordain, by 
Law, that all Children 111 all be baptized by Priefis,. 
ir. the lacred Font, in order to the Purification ot 

. their Souls? 1'hc c:<tream liiffcrence of t11cfc t\\10 

Cafes is vifible to everyone at firfl: light. Or let 
us apply the Iaft Cafe to the Child of a Je"'!'£', and 
the thing will fpeak it fdf. For wl1lt hinders but 

a 
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a Chriftian Magiftrate may have Subjetl:s that are 

; Jews? Now if we acknowledge that fuch an In­
~ jury may not be done unto a Jf<1JJ, as to compel 

I· him, againft his own Opinion, to praaice in his 
. Religion a thing that is in its nature indifferent; 
,. how can we maintain that any thing of this kind 
, may be done to a Chriftian ? 

/lg,,'lin: Things in their own nature indif­
ferent cannot, by any human Authority, be made 
any part of the W orlhip of God ; for this very 
reafon ; becaufe they are indifferent. For flnee 
indifferent things are not capble, by any Virtue 
of their own, to propitiate the Deity; no human 
Power or Authority can confer on them fb much 
Dignity, and Excellency, as to enable them to do 
it. In the comlnon Affairs of'Life, that ufe of 
indifferent things which God has not forbidden, 

, is free and lawful: And therefore in thofe things 
human Authority has place. But it is not fo in 

, matters of Religion. T'hings indifferent are not 
otherwife lawful in the W orfhip of God than as 
they are inftituted by God himfelf; and as he, 
by fome pofitive c'olnn1and, Ilas ordain'd them 
to be made a part of that W or1hip which he will 
vouchfafe to accept of at the hands of poor finhll 
Men. Nor when an inccnfedDeity lhall afk us, 
(H7bo has rClptired theft, or fuch like things at your 
hands ?) will it be enough to aniwer him, that 
the Magiftratecommanded them. If C; il Jurif­
diB:ion extended thus far, what might n: 'awftllly 
be introduced into Religion? \Vh~," hoJge­
pocige of' Ceren1onies, \vhat h,e)crfiitiollS Invcnti .. ., 
ons,built upon the Magiihate ... :'uthority, might 
not (againit Confcicnce) be .mpoicd upon the 
\Vorlhippers of God? Fer ~ 'K grcateft part 
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onhcfe Ceremonies and Superftitions confifts in 
the Religious U fe of fuch things as are in their 
own nature indifferent: Nor are they finful 
upon any other account than becaufe God is not 
the Author of them. "fhe fprinkling of Water, 
and the tlfe of Bread and Wine, are l)oth in their 
own narure, and in the ordinary occafions of Life, 
altogether indifferent. Will any Man therefore 
fay that thefe things could have been introduced 
into Religion, and made a part of Divine Wor· 
fuip, if not by Divine Inftitution? If any Hu­
man Authority or Civil Power could have done 
this ; why might it not alfo injoyn the eating of 
Filh, and drinking of Ale, in the Holy Banque" 
as a part of Divine Worlhip ? Why not the 
fprinkling of the Blood ofBeafts in Churches at 
Expiations by \Vater or Fire, and abundance more 
of this kind? But there rhin6s, how indifferent 
foever they be in common ufes, when they come 
to be annexed unto Divine W orfhip, without 
Divine Authority, they are as abominable to God, 
as the Sacrifice of a Dog. And why a .Dog fo 
abominable? What dilt~rellce is tllere between a 
Dog and a Goat, in rcfptcr of the Divine Nature, 
equally and infiniceIy dillant from all Affinity 
with Matter; unlefs it be that God required the 
ule of the one in his \Vorfi1ip, and not of the 
other? \V c fce thrrd~Jfe th:ttindifftrcnt things, 
how much locver they be under the Power of 
the Civil Magifhate, ya cannot upon tha( pre· 
tenee be introduced into Religion, and impoftd 
upon Religiolls Affunblies; becmfe in the vV cr 
111ip of God they whollyec11l' to he indiftcrcnl. 
l-~e that worIhipsGod <.!ocs it with ddlgn to pka~ 
hIm, and l)rocur;,; his Favour. But that cannot be 
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done by him,who, upon the command of another, 
offers untoGod that which he knows will bedi{plea­
fing to him, becallfe not commanded by himfelf. 
This is not to pleafe God, or appeafe his Wrath, 

. but willingly and knowingly to provoke him,by a 
manifeft Contempt; Which is a thing abfolutely 
repugnant to the nature and end of W orfhip. 

But it will here be afked: If nothing belonging 
10 Divine H70rfhip be left to human DiJcrelion, how 
is it then Ibat Churches themfelves have the Power 
of ordering any thing about the'l'ime and Place of 
Worfhip, and the like? To this I anfwer; That 
in Religious W orfhip we muft diftinguiih be­
tween what is part of the \V orfhip it felf, and 
what is but a CircUlnftance. That is a part of 

· the W orfhip which is believed to be appoin ted 
by God, and to be well-pleafing to him; and 
therefore that is neceffary. Circumftances are 
fuch things which,tho' in general they cannot be 
feparated from Worfuip, yet the particular inftan­
ces or modifications of them are not det~rmine(l ; 
and therefore they are irldiffcrent. Of tllis fort 

I 

are the Time and Place of 'vVorlhip, the Habit 
and Poilure of hiln tha~ worIhips. Thefe are 
Circumilances, and perfll9:ly indifferent where 
God has not given any exprtfs Command about 
theIr.. For example: Amongfl: the Jews the 

r Time and Place of their W oriliip, and the Habits 
;. of tl10fe t}lat ()fficiat<:tl In it, were not meer Cir­
. cumitanctS) but a pan of the \Vorfhip it felf ; in 
· which if any thing w<~rc lkf<:Etive, or different 

from the Inilitlltion, they could not hope that it 
\\'o~ 11 be accepted by God. But thefe, to Chri ~ 

, mans td" oer t~le liberty of the GO~K'I, arc 111cer 

CircumLbnces of \Vorfilip, which the Prudence 
of 
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of every Church may bring into fuch ufe as fhall 
be judged moll: fubfervient to the end of Order, 
Decency, and Edification. Th)' even under the 
Gofpe! alfo, thofe who believe the Firft, or the 
Seventh Day, to be fet apart by God, and confe~ 
crated frill to his Worfhip; to them that por .. 
tion offimeisnot a fimpleCircumftance, but a real 
Part of Divine \Vorfhip, which can neither be 
changed nor negleCted. 

In the next place: As the Magiftrate has no 
Power to impofe by his l..aws, the ufe of any Rites 
and Ceremonies in any Church ; fo neither has he 
any Power to forhid the ufe of fuch Rites and 
Ceremonies as are already received, approved, 
and pratlifed by any Church. Becaufe ifhe did, 
[0, he would deftroy the Church it [elf; the end of 
whofe Inftitution is only to wor1h.ip God with 
freedom, after its own manner. 

You will fay, by this Rule, if fome Congrega~ 
tions 1hould have a mind to facrifice Infants or 
(a() the Primitive Chriftians were falOy accufed) 
lufifullv pollute them [elves in promifcuotlsUncleannifs, 
01 ;>ractife any other fuch heinous Enormities, 
is the lvlagiJlrateobliged to tolerate them, becaufe 
they are cOl1unitted in a Religiolls Aifembly? I 
anfwcr, No. Thefe things are nor Jawful in the 
crdinary courfe of life, nor in any private houfe ; 
and theretc)re neither are tIley {() in the \V orlhip 
of God, or in any Religious Meeting. But mdctd 
if any People congregated upon account of 
Religion, !hould be dc1irclls to j~lCrifice a Calf, I 
dlny that 'rhat ought to be prohibited by a Law. 
Melib,l'us, whofe Calfit is, nlay lawfully kill his 
own Calf at homC', and burn any part of it that 
he thinks fit For no Injury is thcn:by done to 

any 



· [ 45 ] 
anyone, no Pr~Judice to another man's Goods. 
And for the fame reafon he may kill his Calf al­
fo in a Religious Meeting. Whether the do­
ing fo be well-pleafing to God, or no, it is their 
part to confider that do it. The part of the 
Magifl:rate is only to take care that the Con1-
mon-wealth receive no pr~il1dice, and that there 
be no Injm y done to any man, either in Life or 
Eftatc. i\nd thus what may be fpent on a Feaft 
may be fpent on a Sacrifice. But if peradven­
ture fuch were the fiate of thing~, that the Inter­
eft of the Common-wealth required all Daughter 
of BLafl:s ilioulcl l)e forborn for fon1c wl1ile, in 
order to the inrrcafing of the Stock ot Cattd, 
that had been dcflroyc(l by iCHne extraordinary 
l\'furra!I1 ; \Vho fees not that the Magiftrate,. in 
fuch a cafe, may t()rbid all his Subjects to i-i',ll 
any Calv~s for any ufe whatfoever? Only ~tis 
to be ()l)fcrved, tllat in tllis cafe the Law is not 
made about a Religious, but a Pditical matter; 
n )r is the Sacrifice, but tll:: Sla1.1ghttr of Calves 
thereby prohibited. 

By this we fee what difference there is between 
the Cll1]rcIl at1l1 tIle COll11110n-\vealth. \Vllat­
foever is la\villl in tIle Conlmon-\\rcalth, cannot 
be prohibitel~ by the Magiitrate in the Church. 
'\Vhatfoever is permitted unto anyone of his Sub· 
jefrs for thtir ordinary ufe, neither can, nor ought 
to be forbidden by hiln to any Sect: of People 
for their Religious Ufes. If any n1an may law· 
fully take Bread or \~:'"ine, either fitting (,.~- ~;:!1eel· 
ing, in his o\vn Loufe, the Law ought not to a­
bridge him of the tune Liberty in his Rt1igious 
Worfhip ; th0' !t· ~he Church the ufe of Bread 
and \Vine be vtry diiferent, and be there appli-

ed 
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ed to the Myfteries of Faith, andRites of Divine 
W orfhip. But thofe things that are prejudicial 
to theCommon weal of aPeople in their ordinary 
ufe, and are therefore forbidden by Laws, thofe 
things ought not to be permitted to Churches in 
their Sacred Rites. Only the Magifl:rate ought 
always to be very carefid, that he do not mifufe 
his AuthOlity, to the oppreffion of any Church, 
under pretence of publick Good. 

It may be faid; What if a Church be Idola­
tiTUS, is Ih:1t a/fl' to be tolerated by the Magiflrate? 
In anfwer, I ark; \V hlt Power can be given to 
theMa~iftrate for,.·\c Suppreffion of an Idolatrous 
Chu:dr, which may not, in time and place, be 
made uie of to tIle ruin of an Orthodox 011e? f'or 
it :;Ult be remembred that the Civill1o\':cr is tIle 
ftn:le every where, and the Religion of (very 
Prince is Orthc)dox to himfelf. I f therefore fllCh 

. a Power be granted unto the Civil ~1agiftratc in 
Spirituals, as that at Ge1Jeva ( for Example ) he 
may extirpate., by Violence and Blood, the Reli­
gion which is there reputed Idolatrous; by the 
{arne Rule another Magiftrate, in forne neigh­
bouring Cou.ntry, may opprefs the Refonned 
Religion; and, in India, the Chriftian. The 
Civil Power can either change every thing in Re­
ligion, accQi.·ding to the Prince's plealilre, or it 
can change nothing. If it be once permitted to 
introduce any thing into Religion, by the Ineans 
of La",s ancl Penaltie~, there can be no bOllnds 
put to it; but it will in the fame manner be 
lawful to alter every thing, according to that 
Rule of Truth ~-.l~ich the Magiftrate has framed 
unto himfelf. No man whatfoever ought there­
tore to be deprived ofms Terreftrial Enjoyments, 

t 1t)011 
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upon account of his Religion. Not even Ameri-
cans, fubjeCted unto a Chriftian Prince, are to be 
punifhed either in Body or Goods, for not im­
bracing our Faith and W orfhip. If they ar~ per, 
fwaded that they pleafe God in obferving the 

· Rites of their own Country, and that -:hey fhall 
obtain Happinefs by that means, theY' are to be 
left unto God and thelnfelves. llet us trace tI1is 
matter to the IJottonl. 1'11l1S it is. An incon-

4 fiderable anci weal( number of Chriftians, deft~­
tute of every thing, arrive in a Pagan Country. 
Thefe Foreigners befeech the Inhabitants; by the 
bowels of Humanity, that they would hlccour 
them with tlle neceffaries of Life. Thofe neccf. 
faries are given them ; Habitations are granted; 
and they all join together, and grow up into one 

, Body of People. The Chri£tian Religion by this 
.' means takes root in that Country, and fpreads it 

(elf; but does not fuddenly grow the ftrongeft. 
While things are in this Condition, Peace, Friend­
ihip, Faith, and equal J uftice, ar~ preferved a­
mongft them. At length the Magiftrate be­
comes a Chriftian, and by that means their Party 
becomes the lnoft powerful. 1"'hen immediately 
all Compacts are to be broken, all Civil Rights to 
be vioLccd, that Idolatry nlay be extirpated; And 
unlefs thefe innocent Pagans, ftritt Obfi~rvers of 

I the Rules of Equity and of the Law of Nature, 
and no ways offending againft the L'lwS of the 
Society, 1 fay unkf,; they wi II fcrfake their ancient 
Rl..:ligion, and embrace a new and i1:r~ngc one, 
they arc tl) be turncd out of the Lands ~nd Pof­
fefllons of thtir Forc(lthers, and perhaps deprived 
of Life it [df. Then at Ian: it appears wlut Zeal 
for the Church, joined with the Jdire of D~mi-

1110J1, 
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nion, is capable to produce ; and how eafily the 
pretence of Religion, and of the care of Souls, 
ferves for a Cloak t.o Covetoufnefs, Rapine and 
Ambition. 

Now whofoever maintains that Idolatry is to 
be rooted out of any place by Laws, Puniiliments, 
Fire, and Sword, may apply this Story to himfe1f. 
For the reafon of the thing is equal, both in A­
merica and Europe. And neither Pag:ms there, 
nor any Diffenting Chriftians here, can with any 
right be deprived of their worldly Goods, by the 
predominating Faaion of a Court-Church: nor 
are any Civil Rights to be eitherchanged or vio­
lated upon account ofRcligion in one placc more 
than another. 

But Ido/alry (fay fome ) is (l Sin, and therefore 
not to be tolerated. If they (lid, it were there­
fore to be avoit!ed; the Infen:nce werc good. 
E uti t (i 0 C S .-! (l l f() 11 () 'v, t h 3 t bee a l ~ Ie it is a Sin, it 
ought therefore to be puniihed by thcMagifhate. 
For it does not IX'long unto the Magifhatc to 
make UfL of his Sword in Punifll!ng every thing, 
icc1ifl'tn:ntly, that 11(: takes to b~ a Sin ag;!inft 
Go~l. COVl't()tlfi1<:fS, IT 11rl1ar~ tal)l#_'nc(~ __ Illll'11cfs, 

, 1" • t 1 1-a:-:(: Ill:1n}~ ()tllcr t!lln~~~S ~~rc flil~~, 'Y tr1C conJcnt 
of ~dl m', ii, which y<:r no m~n ever faid were to 

be PUll! nil~J by thl' l\bginr;itc The rcai;m is, 
h'c:: !1~: th:'Y arc not pn'it~~:iti.d to other mens. \ 
Ri~:1t'-, r:()rdo tlKY ba'ak dw puLlick Pt'acc of 
~', ~ '1::~. i\Yay, cv\..'n the ~i,,~ of J .ying, and 
') • 1 40 

ll'I~:\"·Y. an' no W1:\"'I"<': pUni!l1al:h.· by T .aws; un-
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,And what if in another Country, to a Mahume~ 
tan, or a Pagan Prince, the Chriftian Religion 
{eern falfe and offenfive to God; may not the 
Chriftians, for the fame reafon, and after the fame 
manner, be extirpated there? 

But it may be urged further, '1'hat by the Law 
of Mofes, Idolaters were to he rooted out. True 
indeed, by the Law of Mofts: But that is not 
obligatory to us Chriftians. No body pretends 
that every thing generally, enjoyned by the 
Law of :A-!ofes, ought to be practifed by 
Chriftians. hut there is nothing more frivolous 
than that common diftinttion of Moral, Judicial 
and Ceremo'1ial u.w, which men ordinarily make 

· ufe of. For no pofitive Law, whatfoever, can 
oblige any People, but chofe to whom it is given • 

. Hear 0 !fratl; fufficiently reftrains the Obli­
gation of the Law of Mofe~ (\ll1y to that People: 
And this Confideration alone is Anfwer enough 
unto thofe that urge the Authority of the Law 
of Mofes; for the infliCting of Capital Punifh­
ments upon Idolaters. But however, I will exa­
mine this Argument a little more particularly. 

The Cafe of Idolaters, in refpeCt of the Jewifh 
Conln10n-\vcaltll, falls unt{er a dOllble Confide­

I ration. The firft is, of thofe who, being initiated 
in the Mofaiall Rites, and Blade Citizens of that 
Conlmon-wealth, did afterwaids apoftatize from 

; the W orfhip of the God of Ifrael. Thefe were 
proceeded againft as Tray tors and Rebels, guilty 
of no leiS than lIighTreafon. For thcCommon­
wealth of the Jt·ws, different in that from all o­
thers, was an abf()lutc 'Ibeo{1"t!c)' ; nor was there 
or could there bl', any dif1'crl'l1ce between th,:t 
CPll11nQn-\\·caltll an(l tIle C}1\.1rcl1. 1~11c La \\.~ 

E c1labli!11cti 
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eftablifhed ~here concerning the W orlhip of one 
InvifibleDeity, were the civil Laws of thatPeoplr, 
and a part of theirPoliticalGovernment ; in which 
God himfelfwas theLegiOator.Now if any one can 
1hew me where there is aCommon-wealth,at this 
time, conftituted upon that Foundation, I will ac- , 
knowledge that the Ecclefiaftical Laws do there 
unavoidably beconle a part of theCivil; and that 
the Subjects of that Government both may, and 
ought to be kept in ftriB: conformity with that 
Church, by the Civil Power. But there is abfo­
lutely no fuch thing, under the Gofpel, as a Chrif­
tian Common-wealth. There are, indeed, many 
Cities and Kingdoms that have embraced the 
Faith of Chrift; but they have retained their 
ancient Fornl of Government; with whicll the 
Law of Chrift hath not at all ulcdled. He, in- \. 
deed, hath taught men how, by Faith and good 
Works, they nlay attain Eternal Life. But he 
inftituted no Common-wealth. He prefcribed 
unto his Followers no new and peculiar Form of 
Government ; Nor put he the Sword into any 
Magiftrate's l-Iand, with Commiffion to make 
ufe of it in forcing men to forfake their former 
Religion, and receive his. 

Secondly, Foreigners, and filch as were Stran· 
gers to t:le Common-wealth of Ifi-ael, were not 
compell'd by force to obferve the Rites of the • 
Mojnical Law. But, on the contrary, in the very 
fame place, where it is ordered, that (111 /fraelite, 
(bat 'i.vas an Ido/aler, Jbould be ,Ui 10 dta/b, there 
it is provided, that Strangers fhoulJ 110/ be Vt .... R,l 

'10,. oppreffid. Exod. 22. 20, 2 I. I confefs, that 
the Seven Nations, that pOffeft the 1 and which i 
was promifed to the Ijraelilcs, were utterly to be ~ 

cut ~ 
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cut off. But this was not fingly becaufe they 
were Itlolaters. For, if that had been the Re2f­
fon; Why were the Moabitr1s, and other Na­
tions to be fpared? No, the Rcafon is this. God 
being in a peculiar manner the King of the JC'UJS, 

he could not fuffer the Adoration of any other 
Deity, (which was properly an ACt of H:gh 
Trea[on againfl:: himfelf) in the Land of Canaan, 
which was his Kingdom. For fuch a manifefi: 
Revolt could .no ways confift with his Dominion 
which was perfectly Political, in that Country. 
A II"'!", 101atry was therefore to be rooted out of 
the B;\.mds of his King.lOIn; l)(:cauf~ it was an 
acknowledgment of another God; that is to [lY, 
another King; ag~!dt the Laws of Empire. 
TIle Inllabitants \~lere 31fo to be clrivcn Otli, t;lat 
the entire poifefiion of the Land might be given 
to the lfraelilcs. And for the'like R·eaf01.1, the 
E1Jli1JZS, an(l tIle Ilori1}ls ,vere {iriven out 9f tIleir 
Countries, by the Children of Efott and Lot; 
and their Lands, upon the fame grounds, given 
by God to the Invaders. Deut. 2. But though 
all Idohul y was thus rooted out of the Land of 
Cm/(um, yet every Idolater was not brought to 
ExeclItion. l'he whole Family of Rabab, the 
whole Nation of the Gibeonites, articled withJo-
/hun, and were allowed by Treaty: and there 
were many Captives amongft the Jews, who were 
Idolaters. David and Solomon fubd\1l.~d many 
COllntries witl10Ut tIle Confines of tIle Lan(l of 
Promife, and carried their tonquefts as far as 
Euphrates. Amongft fo many Captives taken 
fo many Nations reduced under their ()bedience, 
we find not one man forced into the Jewifu Re­
ligion, and the W orJhip of the Tn~e God; and 

E 2 pwUihed 
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puni1hed for Idolatry; though all of them were 
certainly guilty of it. If anyone indeed, becom· 
ing a Profe1yte, defired to be nlade a Denifon of 
their Common-wealth, he was obliged to fubmit 
tlnto their La,vs; that is, to embrace their Re .. 
ligion. But this he did willingly, on his own ac- \ 
cord, not by conftraint. He did not unwilling­
ly fubmit, tolhew his Obedience; But he fcmght 
and follicited for it, as a Privilege; And as foon 
as he was admitted, he becaine fubject to the 
Laws of the Commonwealth; by which all 
Idolatry was forbidden within the Borders of the 
Land of Ca1taan. But that Law (as I have faid) 
(iiLl not reach to any of thofe Regions, however 
fuhjected unto the Jews, that were fitp 'th­
Ollt thofe BOllI1ds. 

Thus far concernIng outward W or1hl!J. Let" ~ 
us now confider .At'tides of F'tlitb. 1 

The .I1rticlcs of Religion are fome of them j 
Prafliuzl, and fome Speculative. Now, tho' both j 
forts conurt in the Knowledge of Tnlth , yet thefe l 
terminate fimply in the U ndcrfianding, Thofe 
inriuence the \Vill and Manners. Speculative 
Opinions, therefore, and A'rtides of Faith (as they 
are called) which arc required only to be be!icv­
cd, cannot be impofed on any Church by the 
I.J~l\v of- tIle Lantl. l~or it is abfilrll tllat tl1ings 
fhould be cnjoyned by Laws, which are not in, 
mens power to perform. And to believe this or 
that to be true, does not depend upon our Wil!. 
But of this enough has been faid already. But 
(will fome fay) let men at leaft profefs that they 
believe. A fweet Religion ipdeed, that obliges 
men to diffemble, and tell Lyes both to God 
and Man, for the Salvation of their Souls! It 

the 
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the Magtfhate thinks to fave men thus, he feems-
to underftand little of the way of Salvation. And 
if he does it not in order to fave them; Why 
is lle fo follicitous abollt the Articles of Faith as 
to enact them by a Law? 

Further, The Magiftratcought not to forbid the 
Preaching or Profeffing of any Speculative 

. Opinions in any Church, becaufe they have no 
manner of relation to the Civil Rights of the 
Subjects. . If a Roman Catholick believe that to 
be really the Body of Chrift, which another man 
calls Bread, he does no injury thereby to his 
Neighbour. If a Jew do not believe the New 
TeH:alnent to be the Word of God, he does not 
thereby alter any thing in mens Civil Rights. 
If a I-leathen d()1,.!br of both T'dtaments, he is 

, nct ther(fore to be punifhed as a perniciolis Citi­
zen. The Power of the Magi Itrate, and the 
EftatC's of the People, may be equallyfecure, whe­
ther any man believe thefe things or no. I rea­
dily grant, that thefe Opinions are falfe and abhlrd. 
But the buflnejs of Laws is not to provide forthc 
Truth of Opinions, but for the Safety and Secu­
rity of the Commonwealth, and of every parti­
cular mans Goods and Perion. And fo it ought 
to be. For 1~rllth certainly would do well enough, 
if /he \vere once left to fhitr for her Self. She 
feldonl has received, and I fear never will receive, 
mucr :'1.Jiftal1CC froln the Po,ver of Great n1en ; 
to wholn fhe is but rarely known, and more 
rarely welcome. She is not taught by Laws, 
nor has fhe any need of Force to plocure her 
entra11ce into the nlinds of n1ell. ~~rrors indeet\ 
prevail by the afililance of forrcign and borrowed 
Succours. But if Truth mak~s l~ot her v, ay into the 

E,' Under-
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U nderftanding by her own Light, 1he will be but 
the weaker for any borrowed force Violence can 
add to her. Thus much for Speculative Opinions. 
Let us now proceed to Pratlical ones . 

./! Good Life, in which confifts not the leaft 
part of Religion and true Piety, concerns alfo the 
Civil Government; and in it lies the fafety both 'l~ 
ofTdens Souls, and of theCommonwcaltIl. 1110ral 
Atlions belong therefore to the J urifi.iiC1:ion both 
of t;le outward and inward Court ; both of tIle I 
Civil and Domeftick Governor; I mean, both J 
.of the Ma~if1:rate and Confcience. l-!cre there- i 
fore is great danger, leaft one of theft> J uriilliCl:ions i 
iiltrench upon the other, and Difcord arife be- J 
tween the Keeper of the publick Peace, and the , 
Overfeers of Souls. But if what has been alrea- I 
oy faid concerning the Limits of both thofe Go- . ,{ 
vernmcnts be !"ightly confidcred, it wi!l cafily re- '~j' 
move allliiffictl!t\r ill thls rn~ltter. ~ -

rI 

Every m~m !llS an Imnlortal Soul, capable of 
Eternalllappinds or l\'li{t:ry ;. \\'hGl~ l-Iappinefs 
de~~nding upon his b.:l~evjng and doing thofe 
thing:: in thic; Lifl', which arc nccc1Iuy to the ). 
obtail1iIig of Gods Favour, and are 1'!Ti"(:libcd by ~ 
(;0(1 to' ti1~tt CJlli; it j{)lIo,vs fr()lll tl1C11CC, IJr, ~ 
'[hat the.: ()Lft:rv~mce of tiler:.: tLi!1~;s i~ the hir.:hdt • 
Oblir;llticil1 that lil.~ l1pon r~tlnkin~l, and that our ! 
tltn1dl: C~!rr, -'\pplic:ltion, ~md DiJigrI1cr, (,Lbh~ r 
to be t~{<:rci1l\.1 1:1 t!l'- S,-~arcl1 ~11~1 l)l'!'i(Jr111:lJ1Ct.: ot, ", 
theIn; IkGlllf~ tLue.: is IH/thing in thi; \\"01"1·.1 i, 

that is ofal:Y ccnfl(kr~tion in cCIl1l'ariion with '. 
I;t(·rl"~ly ,., ~7"1\. "I'l,~;t 14 :

0
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therefore tIle care of each Mans Salvation be-
longs only to himfelf. But I would not have 
this underftood, as if I meant hereby to condellln 
all charitable Adnl0niticflS, and affectionate El1-

deavollrs to reduce Men frain Errors; which 
are indeed the greateft Duty of a Chriilian. Any 
one may employ as many Exhortations and Ar­
guments as he pleafes, towards the prOfiloting of 
another man's Salvation. But all Force and 
Compulfion are to be forborne Nothing is to 
be done imperiouOy. No body is obligedin that 
matter to yield Obedien~e unto the Admonitions 
or Injunctions of another, further than he him .. 
fe1f is perfwaded. Every man, in that, has the 
fupreme and abfolute Authority of judging tbr 
himfelf. And the Reafon is, becaufe no body 
cIte is concerned in it, nor can receive any pre .. 
luclice froll1 Jlis COlldllB: tllcrein. 
tI 

Bllt befides tllcir Souls, wl1ich are Immortal, 
Men have alfo their Temporal Lives here upon 
Earth; the State whcrcofbeing frail and fleet­
ing, and the duration uncertain; they have 
n(cd of feveral outward CO!lveniences to the fup­
port thereof, which are to be procured orprefer. 
v~d by Pains and Induihy. For thoic things that 
arc nccdEuy to the comturt.tblc fupport of our 
Lives, arc not the fpontJncous Prodll~l:s of Na­
ti.lre, nor do offer themfdvl's lit and prepared for 
our ure. 1'his part therefore dnW5 o:} another 
carc, and n('cd~Jri:y gives another Imploymult. 
But the pravity oflVlankind bcirg fucll, tI'at they 
had r~:t11<.'r injuriout1y prey upon the l,'ruit~ of 0-

t1"\(,}. l\·I"Jls l·)t'o'lf' t'I'll" t'll-I' .. ".,:,,, -') l"~·"',rl· le i1 l. '-.. ..t\' l: .. , • ,.' ,.," ... : ""l. '-, ... ' t~' ,I • • 
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berty and Strength, whereby they may acquire 
what they further want; obliges Men to enter 
into Society with one anothei ; that I y mutual 
J\..1liftance, and jOlPt Force, they 11::q fccufe un· 
to each other theIr Propri,.'ties, in the things that 
contribute to the Comfort and l-Iappinefs of this ' 
~Life; leaving in the mean while to every Man 
the care of his own Eternal Happinef~, the attain-
ment whereof can neither be facilitated by ano .. 
ther Mans Induftry, nor can the loi'S of it turn to 
another Mans Prejudice, nor the hope of it be 
forced fron1 him by any external Violence. But 
forafmuch as Men thus entring into Societies, 
grou~lded upon their munlal COlnpaCts of Affia­
arce, f)r the Defence of their Temporal Goods, 
may flevcrthdefs h~ deprived of them, either by , 
the Rapine and Fraud of their Fellow Citizens, 
or by the hoftile Violence of Forreigners; the 
Rem::dy of this Evil confifts in Arms, l~ich­
es, anti Mll1titllde of Citizens ; tllc I{Clne­
dy ~ the other in Laws; and the Care 
of an things rdating both to the one and the o­
ther, is committed by the Socitty to the Civil 
Magiftrate. 'I'his is the Orginal, this is the t'f~ 
and their arc the :Bounds of the Lcgi nati vc (VI hich 
ir, the Supn'me) Pc wcr, in ('v·::ry ( c'mmonwt'alth. 
I n1ean, that Provilion may be made for t" lC Se·· 
curity of each lVlans privJte P(Jl:L.huI1s; for ~ 
the Peace, Riches, and pllblick Commodities of 
the whole People; and, as lTIllCh as poffible, 
for the Increafe of tht:ir inw.trd Stn:ngth, againit 
Forreign Ir.v.lfi,.,nli. 

Thdi.: d:ings be' g thus rxplain\l. it;s elfic 
to undedtmJ twl wa"t u~d th,.: LcgiD.ative Power 

ought 
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ought to be directed, and by what Mea hI res re"; 
gul4ted; and that is the Temporal Good and 
outward Profpetity of the Society, which is the 
{ole Reafon of Mens entring into Society,and the 

, only thing they feekand aim at in it. And it is 
alfo evident what Liberty remains to Men in re­
ference to their eternal Salvation; and that is, 
that every one fhould do what he in his Confd­
ence is perfwaded to be acceptable to the Al­
mighty, on whofe good pleafure and acceptance 
depends his eternal Happinefs. For Obedience 
is due in the firft place to God, and afterwards to 
the Laws. · 

But fome may afk, What if the Magiflrate 
fhould enjoyn any thing by hisAttlhority that appears 
unlawful to the Confcience of a private Perjon? I 

, anfwer, That if Government be faithfully admi­
niftred, and the CO\,mfels of the Magiftrate be in­
deed direeted to the publick Good, this will fel-: 
dom happen. But if perhaps it do fa fall out ; 
I fay, that fuch a private Per [un is to ahftain 
from the ACtion that he judges unlawful; and 
he is to undergo the Punifilment, which it is not 
unlawful for him to bear For the private 
Judgment of any Perfon concerning a Law en­
acted in Political Matters, for the publick Good, 
does not take away the Obligation of that Law, 

. nor deferve a Difpenfarion. But if the Law in­
-. deed be concerning things that lie not within the 

Verge of the Magiftrate's Authority; (as for 
Example, that the People, or any Party amongfi: 
them, fhould be compell'd to embrace a ftrange 
Religion, and join in the W orfhip and ~eremo. 
nies of another Church,) men are not in thefe 
cafes obliged by thatLaw,againft theirConfciences. 

, For 
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For the Political Society is inftituted for no other 
end but only to fecure every lnans Poffeffion of 
the things of this life. The care of cach mans 
Soul, and of the things of I-leaven, which neither 
does belong to the Commonwe;tlth, nor can be 
fubjected to it, is left entirely to every mans fel£ \ 
Thus the fafeguard of mens lives, and of the 
things that belong unto this life, is the bufinefs 
of the Commonwealth ; and the preferving of 
thofe things unto their Owners is the Duty of the 
Magiftrate. And therefore the Magiftrate can­
not take away thefeworldly things from this man, 
or party, and give them to that ; nor change 
Propriety amongft Fellow-Subjects, (no not even 
by a Law) for a caufe that has no relation to the 
end of Civil Government; I mean, for their 
Religion ; which whether it be true or falfe, \ 
does no pr~judice to the worl<.11y concerns of their i 

Fellow-Subje&s, which are the" things that only 
belong unto the care of the Commonwealth. 

But what if the M(Jgijlratc believe Juch a Law 
as this to be for the publick Good? I anfwer : 
As the private Judgment of any particular Per­
fon, if erroneous, does not exempt hinl. from the 
9bligation of Law, fo the privat~ Judgment (as 
I nlay call it) of the Magiftrate does not give 
him any neVi Right of impofing Laws upon his :' 
SubjeCts ; which neither was in the Conftitution 
of th~ G~v~mment gianted him, nor ever was' 
in the power of the People to grant; and leaft 
of all, if he make it his bufinefs to enrich and ad­
vance his Followers and Fellow-fcC-taries, with : 
the SPO.ils of others. But what if the MagiJIralt 
be/in;e that he has a Right to make fucb Law~, t 
and that they arc for the pJ4/;/ic/c Good j and his ~ 

SubjtHI 
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Subje8s believe the contrary' Who flall be 
Judge between them ? I anfwer, God alonr; 
For there is no Judge upon earth between the 
Supreme Magiftrate and the People. God, 
I fay, is the only Judge in this cafe, who wijl 

I retribute unto every one at the laft day according 
to his Deferts; that is, according to his ftncerity 
and uprightnefs, in endeavouring to promote 
Piety, and the publick Weal and Peace ofMankind. 
But what /hall be done in the mean 'while? I anfwer: 
The principal and chief care of every one ought 
to be of his own Soul firft, and in the next place 
of the publick Peace: tho' yet there are very 
few will think 'tis Peace there, were they fee all 
laid wafte. 

There are two forts of Contefts amongft Men, 
the one manag'd by Law, the other by Force ; 
and thefe are of that nature, that where the one 
ends, the other always begins. But it is not my 
buiine1S to inquire into the Power of the Magi­
ftrate in the different ("onftitutions of Natiolls. 
I only know what ufually happens where Con­
troverfies arife, without a Judge to determine 
them. You will fay then th~ Magiftrate being 
the ftrongerwiII have his ';VilI, and carry his point. 
Without doubt. But the Qpeftion is not here 
concerning the doubtfulnefs of the Event, but the 

,Rule of Right. 
But to conle to particulars. I fay, Fir:/l , No 

Opinions contrary to human Society, or to thofe 
moral Rules which are necdfary to the pi~fcrva­
tion of Civil Society, an:' to be tolerated by the 
Magiftrate. But of thefe inde~d Examples in a­
ny Church are rare. For no StCt can eafily ar­
rive to fuch a degree ofmadnefi:, as that it fllOldd 

tllinI~ 
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think fit to teach, for Doctrines of Religion, Cuch 
things as manifeftly undermine the Foundations 
of Society, and are therefore condemned by the 
Judgment of all Mankind: becaufe their own 
Interefr, Peace, Reputation, every Thing, would 
be thereby endangered. 

\t Another more fecretEvil,but 010re dangerous . 
to the Commonwealth, is, when fl1en arrogate 
to themfelves, and to thofe cf their own Se¢(, 
forne peculiar Prerogative, co,"ered over with a 
fpecious fhew of deceitful words, but in €ffcCl: 
oppofite to the Civil Right of the Community. 
F'or Example. \'1 e cannot lind any Sea: that 
teaches exprefly, and openly, that Men are not 
obliged to keep their Promife ; that Princes may 
be dethroned by thofe that differ from them in , 
Religion; or that the Domi~ion of all things be- \ 1 
longs only to themfelves. For thefe things, pro- i 
pofed thus nakedly and plainly, would foon draw I 
on them the Eye and Hand of the Magiftrate, ! 

and awaken all the care of theComr..1onwealth to ! 

a watchfulnefs againft d. e fpreading of fo danger- ! 
OtiS an Evil. Bllt neverthelefs, we find thofe that ~ 
fay the £1me things, in other words. What eIfe 
do tIley me,ln, who teach that Faith is 110t to -be 
kept v-.:ith fleft/ilks? Their meaning, forfooth, 
is that the priviledgc of breaking Faith belongs 
unto themtllv~s: For they declare all that are 
not ~f t!lci!4I l~orr. . .llUnion to b~ lIcrcticks, or at'· : 
lca11 n~ay (h."clare them fo whenfoevcr they think 
fit. \tVhat can bl' the meaning of their affert­
iog th~1t Ki1Jg.' f:x(ommunicatt'd f01fdt their Cro''4.V'ns 
and Kiiiglkr .. r ? Ie i~ :'vi, ti.>~'t that tlwy thereby 
ari',:gatc Ul1t,) t' emftlves the Power of deporing 
Kings: bccauk th~y chalkllgc tll(; PO"'a (jf 

}'~xcom j 
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n1unication, as the peculiar Right or th"';.r Hie~~ 
rarchy. l'hat Dominion is founuetl in Grace, IS 

alfo an A{f~rtiol by which thofe that maintain it 
do plainly '.y clailn to the poifcffion of aU 
things. For they arc not fo wanting to theln­
fdves as not to believe, or at leail as not to pro­
fefs, themfelves to be the tnlly pious and faith­
ful. Thefe therefor\?, and the like, who attri­
bute unto the Faithful, Religiolls & Orthodox; 
that is, in plain terms, unto thelnfdves; any 
peculiar Privilcdge orPower above other 1\1ol"tals, 
in Civil Concermnent5 ; or who, upon pietcncc 
of Rclig~~)n, do challenge any nlanner of Autho­
rity over filCh as are not afiociated with theln in 
their Ecclefiaftical COl11ITIlmion; I fay thefe have 
no right to be tolerated by the l\'1agiftrate; as 
ncitllcr tllofe tl1at "rill not 0wn alld tearIl 
the Duty of tolerating All l11cn in matters of 
n1cer Religion. For what do aU thefe and 
the like Doctrines fignilie, but that thore Men may, 
and are ready upon any occafion to feife the Go­
vcrnn1ent, and pofit[~ themfdvcs of the Eftates 
and Fortunes of their Frllow-Sul:ieC1:s; and that 
they only afk kave to be tolerated by the ~1a.­
gi!l:ratc fo long, until they f1nd thclnfdvcs ihong 
C110l1gl1 t() eft~_'cl it ? 

./~e:d1t ; 'I'hat Church can have no rir;ht to 
be tolerated by the Magiflmt~, which is ccr~;~:lt-

.: cd upon tuch a bottom, th.lt all thoi~~ W~)·) t':'~~>r 
I"tltO ·It (1{) trlt'}- J')r l·f)(,O r~ '/"0 (l("l;\r/~l· t'",,·, :~ ... !-- , ..... ,. . l l J , j.l j c. II l, ~ \.. '"- l \". 1.l '-- - • .. II ..' ~.) 

up to the ProteCtion and Sc-vin' of anct:ll\·r); ;;-c'. 
For by this means the lVIaglr:r~tte wc:;JJ r:i':'; 
way to the 1~:tt1ing of:l torci[2;n J ur~:~:i(~i' n i:l 
his own Cuu:1try, anti ill'.Trr his own r\ \~'-;-: lO 

Ix: lilb:d, as it were, for ~)oldicrs ag;11;~!l1.:; o\vn 
I i' (.... ,- "'" .,. ",. 
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Government. Nor does the frivolous and fallacious 
diftinCtion between the Court & theChurch afford 
anvren1edvco thisInconvenience; efpecially when _ J • 

both the one and the other are equally fubJecl: 
to the abfolute Authority of the fame Perfon ; 

. who has not only power to perfwade the Mem­
bers of his Church to whatf.'lever he lifts, (ei­
ther as purely Religious, or as in order thereunto) 
but can alfo enjoyn it them on pain of Eternal 
Fire. It is ridiculous for anyone to profefs him .. 
felf to be a Mahumetall only in his Religion, but 
in every thing eIfe a faithful Subject to a Chrifti­
an Magiftrate, whilft at the fame time he ac­
knowledges himfe1f bound to yield blind obedi­
en~e to the Mufti of Conjlantilzople ; who him­
felf is intirely obedient to the Ol/oman Emperor, 
and frames the feigned Orades of that Religion \. 
according to his pleafure. But this Mahumetan 
living amongft Chriftians, would yet more ap­
parently renounce their Government, if he ac­
knowledged the fame Perfon to be Head of his 
Church who is the Supreme Magiftrate in the 
State. 

Lajl/y, Thofe are not at all to be tolerated who 
deny the Being of a God. Promifes, Covenants, 
and Oaths, which are the Bonds of Humane So­
ciety, can have no hold upon an Atheift. The 
taking away of God,though but even in thought, \ 
diffolves all. Befidcs alfo, thofi~ that by their A­
theifin undenninc and dellroy all Rc1j:~ion, Gtn 

have no pretence of Religion whereupon to chal­
lenge the Privikge of a '!'oleration. As for 0-

t~h(:r Practical Opinions, though not abf{}lutdy 
free fron1 all Error, yet if they 00 not tLnli to e­
fiablifil Domin~tion over others, or Civil Impu-

'" tV • _ •• J 
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nit! to the Church in which they are taught, 
there can be no Reafon why they fhould not be 
tolerated. 

It remains that I fay fomething concerning 
thofe A1femblies, which being 'Vulgarly called~ 
and perhaps having fometimes been Con-velltieles, 
and Nurfcries of Factions and Seditions, are tho't 
to afford the ftrongeft matter of Objection againft 
thisDoctrine of Toleration. But this has not hap­
ned by any thing peculiar unto the Genius of 
fuch Alfemblies, but by the unhappy Circum­
fiances of an oppreffed or illfetIed Liberty. 
Tl1cfe ACCllfations wOll1d foon ceafe, if tIle 
La\v of Toleration were once fo fettlcd, that 
all Churches were obliged to lay down 
'1 " (' 1. '\ ... ' l f'" ion !1 C' 1" ,~ " r ,. , ..... , .~ f ] " ... : .- '", r- f ... 1 .. P; ... (l W tl 
~ _ .. .,... _... ~- ~ .... _ .A. "'~& .. -_"'&~&.. ~. _ ... ___ _. ~ 

Liberty; and teach that Liberty of Confcience 
is every mans natural Right, equally belonging 
to DitE'nters as to then1felves; and that no body 
ought to be compellrd in matters of Religion, 
either by Law or Force. 1'he Eilablifhment of 
this one thing would take away all ground of 
Complaints and l'umults upon account of Con­
fcience. And tllefe Caufes of Difcontcnts anti 
Animofitics being once ren10ved, there would 
remain nothing in thefe AffeIr.blies that were 
not more peaceable, and lefs apt to produce Dif­
turbance of State, than in any other Meetings 
whatfoever. But let us cxan1ine particularly the 
Healis of thefe ACCllfations. 

You'll fay, That .l1ffimblies and Met/htgs tn· 
. danger the Publiclc Peace, and threaun the CommOlt­
wealth. I anfwer: If this be fo, 'Why are there 
daily fuch numerous Meetings in Markets, and 
Courts of Judicature? 'Vhy are Crowds cpon 

F 2 the 
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the Exchange, and a Concourfc of People in 
Cities ftlffered? Y Ou'U rep1y; Thefe are Civii 
Aifclnblies; but thofe that we o~jca againft 
are Ecc1efiafiical. I anfwer: 'Tis a likely thing 
indeed, that fuch Aifemblies as are altogether reo. 
mote froln Ci viI l\ffairs, 1110uld· be t110ft apt to 
embroyl theln. 0, but Civil Affemblies are 
compofed of men that differ from one another in 
matters of Religion, were in effeCt a Conlpiracy 
againft the Commonwealth; or as if n1e11 would J 
not be fo n1uch tIle ITIOrC \V~lrlnly llIlanilllollS in 
Rdigion, the lcfs liberty they had of A fit:mb· 
ling. But it will be urged nill, That Civil A f-
1cmbliC's are open, and fi'ec for ~~y one to en· 
ter into; wllcreas l~cligiOt~S COll\renticlcs are 
1""1"''' ..... ~ .. ; •• ,..- __ ....1 .t..", __ ~ •• ,..~'r~ At,\l'\Arti tn;",r .. -
~ , A \oJ" ,-. t" ~ ... , k ~ \"., .. 4'. \".. \.!.l \". 1 '- U J b" "'" ~ 1" l' "'. ~ .... .A • 1. r... J \. J 

C'laI1defiinc Macllinal!'()I~. I ani\ver, Tl1at tJlis l.-

is not HricUy true: For many Civil Affc.:mblies 
arc not open to tVelY one. And if fOlne Reli­
gious fvkctings be private, \Vho are they (1 be· 
1l:lch you) that arc to be blamed for it? thofe 
that defire, or thofe that forbid their being pub­
lick? Again; You'll fay, 1'hat Religious Com· 
munion does exceedingly unite 111CnS Minds and 
Affections to one anotllcr,& is tllerefore tIle more 
(~angerous. But if this be fo, \-Vhy is not the 
Magiftrate afraid of his own Church; and why 
does he not forbid thlir Aifelublies, as things , 
dangerous to his GovenUl1ent? You'll fay, Be­
caufe he himfdf is a Part, and even the fIead of 
them. As if he were not alto a 1) Jrt of the 
Commonwealth, and t11C I-Ieali of tIle ,vl101c Peo­
ple. 

Let us therefore deal plainly. The Magiftrate 
is afi-aid of other Churches, but not of his own; 

bCCJ\lfe 
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becaule he is kind and favourable to the one~ 
l1l1t ftavrre and cnlel to tIle other. Tllefe he 
trclts like Children, and indulges them even to 
"\\T antonnefs: Thofe Ile ufes as Slaves; and 
how blamdelly foever they demean themfc1ves, 
rccompcnfes theln no otherwife than by Gallies, 
Prifons, Confifcations, and Death. Thefe he 
chcrifhcs anJ defends: 'fhofe he continually 
[courges and opprcfies. L'2t him turn the Ta-

, bIes: Or let thole Diift'J1ters enjoy but the fame 
Priviledgcs in Civils as his other Subjetl:s, and 
he will quic~y find that thefe Religious Meet­
ings '\vill be no longer dangerous. For if men 
et1tcr into SeditiollS Conf1Jiracies~ 'tis rIot Reli·· 

.& ... 

gion that infpires them to it in their Meetings 'j 

btl! their Sufferings and Oppreffions that nMke 
theln willing to cafe thelnielvcs. Juft and Mo­
derate Governments are every where quiet, every 
,.,.hcrc faf'(>. But Opprcffion raifcs Fernlcnts, and 
In4kes rv1cn firl1gg1c to caft off an uncauc and 
tyrannical Yoke. . I know tblt Sediticms arc veiY 
fi-cquently rai1(-'d, upon pn t.:nce of Religion. 
But 'tis J.S tnle that, !or Rdigion, Su4jeCts are 
fi'tqw~nt1y ill treated, and live nliferably. Be­
lieve me, the Stirs that are 111lde procced not 
from any peculiar l"clnprr of this or thatChurch 
or Religious Society ; but from the conlrnOll 
PifJ)ofition of all l\1ankind, who when they 
groan llntltr lny hcJ.vy Burthen, endeavour natu­
rally to Ihakc ofr the Yoke that galls theirNeck~. 
Suppole this Bufincis of Rdigion were let alonr, 
al1l1 tl1at tlitre \'lCrC fOl11C ctll~'r Diftinttion 'made 
b:twn:n men and men, upon account of their 
din~rl'nt Comp1Lxlons, Shapes andFl'a~i.lre~l; j() 

t:l~.t thofc who have bbck 11Jir ;,f0r EX~,.l'pll~ ) 
.., ., 
l' , or 

J 
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of grey Eyes, fi'lould not enJoy the lame nVl .. 
Jeges as other Citizens ; that they 1hould not be 
permitted eit'ter to buy or fell, or .live by their 
Callings; that Parents fhould not have the Go­
vernment and Education of their own Children; 
that they lhould either be excluded from the Be­
nefit of the Laws, or meet with partial Judges; 
can it be doubted bllt thefe Perfons, thus diftin­
guifhed from others by the Colour of their I-Iair 
and Eyes, and united together by one common 
Perfecution, would be CiS dangerous to the Ma­
giftrate, as any others that had ~'fociated them­
felves meerIy upon the account of Religion. 
Some enter into Company for Trade and Profit : 
Others, for want of Bufinefs, have their Clubs for 
Clarret: Neighbourhoods joins fame, and Reli­
gion others. But there is one only Thing which \ 
gathers People into Seditious Con1moticns, and 
that is Oppreman. 

You'll fay ; What, will you have People 
meet at Divine Service again) tht Magijlratu 
IPill.? I anfwer; \V:'y, I pray, againft his 
Will? Is it not both lawful and neceffary that 
they fllould meet? Againft his vVil1, do YOll 
fay? 'fhaes what I complain of. That is the 
,:,cry Root of an the Mifchic( Why are Af~ 
1tnlblies lcfs lilfferable in a Cl1t!rcll than in a 
Theater or lVIark~t? 'rll0fe that rneet tIlel e 
are not either nlore yicious, or loore turbulent, , 
than tllofe tJ1lt meet elfcwhcre. TI!e Bllfilltfs 
in that i5, that they are ill llft:d, a,d therefore· 
then-tore they are not to be fuffcrcd. 'fake a­
~ay the Partiality that ic; uied towards them 
In matters of common Right; change the 
L'lwS ; take away the l'enalcies unto which th.lY 

are 
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are fubjeCted ; and all things will immediately 
become fafe and peaceable. Nay, thofe that are 
averfe to the Religion of the Magiftrate, will think 
themfelves fo much the more bound to maintain 
the Peace of the Commonwealth, as their Con­
dition is better in that Place than elfewhere ; And 
all the feveral feparate Congregations, like fo 
many Guardians of the publick Peace, will watch 
one another, that nothing may be innovated ot' 
changed in the Form of the Government: Be .. 
caufe they can hope for nothing better than what 
they already enjoy; that is, an equal Condition 
with their Fellow .. SubjeCts, under ajuft and mode .. 
rate Government. Now if that Church, which 
agrees in Religion with the Prince, be efteemed 
the (1 .J Support of any Civil Government, and 
that ~or no other other Reafon ( as has already 
been fhewn ) than becaufe the Prin~e is kind, and 
the Laws are favourable to it; how much greater 
will be the Security of a Government, where all 
good SubjeCts, of whatfoever Church they be, 
without any DiftinCtion upon account ofReligron, 
fnjoying the fame Favour of the Prince, and the 
fame Benefit of the Laws, fhall become the com­
mon Support and Guard of it ; and w here none 
will have any occafion to fcar the Scvel.Y of the 
Laws, but thofe that do Injuries to their Neigh .. 
bours, hnd offend againft the Civil Peace r 

I That we nlay draw towards a Conclufion. 
The Sum of all we drive at is, r:fhat every lVfan 
may enjoy the fame Rights that are granted 10 oth!rs. 
Is it permitted to worfhip God in the Roman i 

manner? Let it be permitted to do it in th · Ge- . 
'le'va Form a1fo. Is it pernlitted to fpeak Latilt 
in the l\larket-place? Let thofe that have a 

Inind. 
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{nind to it, be pern;itted to do it alfo in the 
Church. Is it lawful for any man in his own 
Houfe, to knf.'e1, Hand, fit, or life any othcr 
Poftllre ; ,tn~l to c]c.at!l llilnft.:lt· in- \Vllitc or 
Black, in ihort or in long Garments? Let it not 
be Inadc llnlawflll tv eat Brca(i, drink \Vine, or 
wafh with \\' ater, in the Church. In a \-Vard: 
\Vhatfocvcr thing'i are left free by Law in the 
common occafions of Life, Ict theln ~r.m!\in free 
unto every Church in Divinc \Vodhip. Let no 
Mans Life, or Body, or Houfe, or EHatc, filfter 
any 01anner of Prejudice upon thefe Accounts. 
Can you allow of the Prejbyterian Difcipline ? 
Why 1hould not the Epifcopal alfo have what 
they like ? Ecdefiaftical Authority, whether it 
be adminiftred by the Hands, of a fingle Perfon, 
or n1any, is every where the tIme; and neither 1 

has any JurifdiCtion in things Civil, nor any Inan­
ner of Power of CompuHion, nor~lny thing at all 
to (10 \vith I{icllCS anti Revc11l1CS. 

Ecclefiaftical J\fiCI11blics, all( I S('rn10t1~, are 
juftified by daily experience, and pl.lblirkA 110\\"­

ancc. l'hcfe are aHowed to People of iOlnc one 
Perfwafio~: \Vhy not to all? If any thing 
pafs in l Religiolls Meeting feditioufly, ar 1 con­
trary to tht: Publick Peacc, it is to he pllniIht:ll in 
the time manner, and no othenvifi., than 310 if 
it haJ happened in a Fair or 1\1<11 kf_ t. 'rhd~ 
M,-,ctings ollght not to be San[tu.lrirs f()r FaEti- , 
ous a~1d Flagitious Fdlo\vs ; r\or ought it to l'c 
le(~ l~\'vtlll t()r l\:I'~'n to 111t'(~t in C}ltU·CJlcs t!lan in 
I -IJlls; i'or ilL' one part of the Subjc[ls t!j be 
citcCt11c,J 111 ~r(~ l):,i!11L-a')h·, l(~r t!1l'~r 111cttillg [0-

gt:t!lJ,'r,t:1a t
, (/tl1 :r'. l~\'\. r'v f 1 e i'i t() J)c aCCt)\111-

ublc fur h . ..) uwa ..:\c1io.I~·; ~r.d no 11U;1 i~ to be 
l,~i~l 
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laill tlnder a Sufpicioll or Odiuln, for the F,lllIt 
of anotller. Tliofe that are Seditious, Murder­
ers, Thieves, Robbers,Aliulcerers, Slan(iercrs,&c. 
of \\,llatfoever CllllrcIl, w]lether N atiollal, or not, 
ought to be punif11cd and fi.lppreffed. But thofe 
wholeDochinc is peaceable, & whofe l\1annersare 
pure and blamelcfs, ought to be upon equa11'crms 
\vitil tlleir f'ello\v SllbjeCts. ThllS if fo!clnl1.r'\lTcn1-

, blics, Obfcrvations ofFeftivals, Publick \Vorfl · , 
be pcrmitted to anyone fort of Profeffors ; a ~1 
thcfe things ought to be pcnnittcd to the Pfff 
by/erim;s, Indtpendants, Anabaptifls, .Arminim!s, 
~{akers, and others, with the fame Liberty. 
Nay if we may openly fpeak the Tnlth and as 
becomes one Man to another ; neither Ptlgtl11, 
nnt' ~,r"L..I4W.J"'M "". "';I." ... I""rrl, .. t-" hA Q""l.,,~ ... ,l 
.a.'VA ... - •• '., ••.•• \. .. ~.'., .A"'A J"'''Y' ~·"~.O."~ '.v UIoow ~.~~.4'-.\,..~'"' ... " 

, from the Civil Rights of the Conlmonwealth, be-
caufe of his Religion. The Gofpe! commands 
no filch thing. 'fhe Church, which judges not 
thoft that are witholll, (2 Cor. 5. 12, 13.)wants 
it Il0t. An(I tIle commonwr~llth, whicll enl­
braces indificrently all men that are hondl-, peace­
able, and induftriolls, requires it not. Shall we 
fuffcr a Pagan to deal and trade with us, and {hall 
we not fufit-r hinl to pray unto, and worlhip 
God ? If we allow the f('"u)S to have privat~ 
}-Ioufes and Dwcllings amongO: us, Why fhould 
we not allow them to have Synagogues? Is their 
Doctrine 1110re falfe, their \Vorfhip more abomi­
nablc,or is the Civil Peace more endangered, by 
their meeting in publick, than in their private 
Houfes? But if thtfc things may be granted 
to Je'".JJs and Pagans, furely the Condition of any 
Chriftians ought not to be worfe than theirs in a 
Cllriftian COffil11onwelltll-

You'll 
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Youin fay, perhaps, Yes, it ought to be: Be-

caufe they are .nore inclinable to FaCtions, Tu­
mults, and Civil Wars. I anf\ver: Is this the 
fault of the Chrii1:ian Religion ? If it be (0, tru­
ly the Chriftian Religion is the worft of all Re­
ligions, and ought neither to be embraced by any 1 

particularPerfon, nor tolerat:!d by any Common­
wealth. For if this be the Genius, this the Na­
ture of the Chri~ian Religion, to be turbulent, 
and deftruC1:ive to the Civil PelCe; that Church 
it felf which the Magiftrate indulges will not al­
ways be innoc~;-ic. ~ut far be it frmn us to fay 
any fuch thing of that Religion, which carries 
the greatdl oppoliLion to Covetoufnefs, Ambi~ 
tion, Difcord, Contention, and all manner of in-
~rgiD4t~ Defires; and is the moft !::~~~:: :::: 
peaceable Religion that ever was. "vve mun '0. 

therefore feek anotller Callfe of thofe Evils that 
are charged upon Religion. And if we confider 
right, we fhall find it to confin wholly in the 
SubjeCt that I am treating of. It is not t~e Di­
verfity of Opinions, (which cannot be avoided) 
bllt the Refufal of Toleration to thofe that are 
of different Opinions, (which might have been 
granted) that has produced all the Buftles and 
W ars that have been in the Chriftian '-IV orld, up­
on account of Religion. The Heads and Lead­
ers of the Church, moved by Avarice and infa­
tiable defire of Dominion, making ufe of the im- ) 
moderate Ambition of Magiftrates, and the cre­
dulous Superftition of the giddy Multitude, have 
incenfed and animated them ap.ainfi: thofe that 
diffcnt from themfelves ; b:,· preaching unto 
them, contrary to the Laws of the Gofpe1, 
and to the Precepts of Charity, That Schifma-

ticks 
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t ticks and H~ret1cks a,re to be outed of their Pof­
femons, and dcftroyed. And thus have they 
mixed together, and confounded tViO things that 
are in themfelvcs m()ft different, the Church and 
the Commonwealth. Now as it is very difficult 
for men patiently to fuffer themfelves to be Hript 
of theGoods, which they have got by their hondl: 
Induftry; and contrary to a.ll the Laws of E­
quity, both Humane and Divin~, to be delivered 
up for a Prey to other mens Violence and Ra­
pine; efpecially when they are otherwife alto­
gether blamelefs, and that the Occafion for 
which they are thus treated,does not at all belong 
to the J urifdiction of the ~·~ragiftrate, but entire­
ly to the Confcience of eyeIY particular man, for 
the Conduct of "vhich he is accountable to God 

• only; What dfe can be expected, but that 
thefe men, growing weary of the Evils under 
which they labour, fuould in the end think it 
lawful for them to refift ~'orce witil Force, and 
to defend their natural Rights (which are not 
forfeitable upon account of Religion) with Arnls 
as well as they can? That this has been hither­
to fhe ordinary courfi~ of things, is abunda lltly 
f:,vlC.ient in Hiil:ory: And that it will continue 
to be fo hereafter, is but too apparent in Reafon. 
I t cannot indeed be otherwifc, 10 long as the Prin­
ciple of Perfecution for Religion {hall .. rvail, as 
. it has done hi'eherto, with Magilhate and People; 
and [I) long as thofe that ought to be the Pr~ach­
ers of Peace ,In\.l COllcorll, filall contintle, ",ith all 
their Art anti Strengtl1, to excite men to ArlTIS, 
and found the 'rrumper of War. But that Ma­
giftrates 1hC)Uili tllus filffer tIlcfe I11crndiarics, and 
Difturbcrs of the Publick Ptace, might juftly be 

v,·ondred 
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wondered at; if it did not appear ,.'; tat they: have 
been invited by them unto .1 l'articipation of 
the Spoil, and have therefore thought fit to make 
tlie of their Covetotlfi1efs and Pride, as Meal1s 
whereby to increafe their own Power. For who 
docs not ice that theft Good Men are indeed more 
Miniftcrs of the Govermnent, than Minifters ot 
the Gofpel; ~nd that by flattering the Ambij; 
tion, and favourjng the Dominion of Princes and 

\'--

Men in Authority, they endeavour with all their 
D1ight to promote that Tyranny in the Common­
wealth, which otherwife they fuould not be a· 
ble to eitablif11 in the Cllurcl1? This is tIle lln­

happy Agreement that we fee between the Church 
and State. \Vhereas if each of rhetn WOlllli con­
tain it [elf ,v·ithin its own BOtlt1ds, the one at­
tending to the worldly welfare of the Com­
n1011 wealtIl, tIle otl1er to tl1e Salv,ltion of Sotl1s, 
it is impoffible that any· Difcord fhould ever 
have hapncd between them. Sed, pude! htlC 

opprolria, &c. God Almighty grant, I befeech 
him, that the Gofpel of Peace may at length be 
Preached, and that Civil Magiftrates growing 
n10re carcflll to conform their OWl1 Confciencc5 
to tl1c La,v ()fGocl, all(llc[~ fiJlicitolls abOtlt the 
binding of other mens Confcicnces by I-Iumane 
Laws, may, like Fathers of their Country, direct 
all their Counfds and F,'ldcavotlrs to promote uni­
verfJIly the Civil W tlfarc of all their Children ~ ) 
except only of filCh as are arrogant, ungoy(·rnable., 
and i'~l:r!ous to their Brethren ~ and that all Ecclc-
11aitical l11Cll, \vI1() hoafl: tllCl1-1f.:lvcs to l)e tIlt SllC­

ccfl(>rs of the A roflIes, walking peaceably & ll10-

d.!illy in the Apofiles ilcps, \vithout intcnncdling 
w':i::: Statc-Afl;l;rs,may apply thcmlt:lves wholly to 
prOl1lUtc the Salvation of Souls. Fcr~'·~·d. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

: pErhaps it may not be amifs to ~,dd a §f~W things 
concerning Here.fie and S(h~{m. 11 "Turk is 

: " not, nor can be, either Heretick) ~)r Schifma­
~ tick to a Chriftiall: and if any man tall off from 
r the Cbriftian Faith to Mahumetifm, he does not 
t thereby become a Heretick or Schifmatick, but 
~, an Apoftate, and an Infidel. This no body doubts 
'of. And by this it appears that men of differ­

ent Religions cannot be Hereticks or Schifma­
. ticks to one another. 
[, Weare to enquire therefore, what men are of 
~ the fame Religion. Concerning which it is mani­

feft that thofe who have one and the fame Rule 
of Faith and Worfhip, are of the fame Religion; 
and thofe who have not the fame Rule of Faith 

, and W orfhip, are of different Religions. For 
fince all things that belong unto that Religion, 
are contained in that Rule, it follows neceffarily, 

t that thofe who agree in one Rule, ar~ of one and 
i the fame Religion: and vice verfa. Thus crurks 
I and Chriflians are of different Religions; be-

i (aufe thefe take the Holy Scriptures to be the 
Rule of their Religion, and thofe the Alcoran. 
A nd for the fan1e reafon, there may be different 
Religions alfo even. amongll: ChriftiallS. The Pa­
pijls and the Lutherans, though both of them 
profers Faith in ehrift, and are therefore called 
Chrijlitl1tS, yet are not both of the fame Religion 

· bccaufeThcfc acknowledge nothing but the [Ioly 
G Scriplu1'cS 
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Scriptures to be the Rule and Foundation of their 
Religion; Thofe take in alfo Traditions and 
the Decrees of Popes, and of all thefe together 
make the Rule of their Religion. And thus the 
Chriftians of St. John (as they are called) and .the 
Chriftians of Geneva, are of different Religions ; 
becaufe Thefe alfo take only the Scriptures; and 
Thofe, I know not what Traditions, for the Rule 
of their Religion. 

This being feded, it follows ; Firjl, that He": 
refie is ~ Separation made in Ecclefiaftical Com­
munion between men of the fame Religion, fot. 
fome Opinions no way contained in the Rule it 
felf. And Secondly That amongft thofe who ac .. 
knowledge nothing but the Holy Scriptures tQ 

be their Rule of Faith, Herefie is a Separation 
made in thdr CJ'lriftian Communion, for Opini- , 
ons not contained in the exprefs words of Scrip­
ture. Now this Separation may be made in a 
twofold manner. 

I .' When .the greater part, or (by the Magi­
fhate s Patronage) the ftronger part, of the 
c'hurch fcparates it {elf from others, by exclud­
ing them 0Ut of her Communion, becaufe they 
will not profefs their Belief of certain Opinions 
which are not to be found in the cxpreiS words 
of Scripture, For it is not the paucity of thofe 
that are feparated, nor the Authority of the Ma- , 
giftrate, that can make any man guilty of Here- · 
tie. But he only is an I-Ierctick who divides the 
Church into parts, introduces Names and Marks 
of DifiinEtion, and voluntarily n1akes a Separa­
tion becaufe of fuch Opinions. 

2. '\Then anyone feparatcs himfdffi'o111 the 
Ccmmunion of a Church) cecaufc that Church 

(loes 
... 
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does not ptlblickly profe1S fome certain Opinions 

! which the Holy Scriptures do not exprf!O.y teach. 
Both thefe are Heretieks: heeaufe they err' in 

Fundamentals, and they err ohftinately againfl 
Knowledge. For when they have dete:rrnined the 
Holy Scriptures to be the only Foundation of 
Faith; they neverthelefs lay down certain Propo­
litions as fundamental, which are riot in the 
Scripture ; and becaufe others will not acknow­
ledge thefe additional Opinions of theirs, nor 
build upon them as if they were neceffiuy and fun­
damerltal, they therefore make a Sepa.rationin the 
Church; either by withdrawing thernfelves from 
the others, or expelling the others frOfu them. 
Nor does it fignifie any thing for them to fay that 
clleir Confeffions and Symboles are agreeable to 

't Scripttlre, and to the Analogy of Faith. For if 
, they be conceived in the exprefs word.s of Scrip­
: ture, there calli>e no queftion about them; be­
!, ca.ufe thofeare acknowledged byalJChriftiansto be 

of Divine Infpiration, and therefore fundamental. 
But if they fay that the Articles which they require 

I' to be profefs'd are Confequences deduced from the I Scripttlre; it is undoubtedly well done of them 
to believe and profefs fuch things as feern unto 
theln fo agreeable to the Rule of Faith ; But it 
would be very ill done to obtrude thofe things 

. upon others, unto whom they do not feem to be 
Jthe ind\lbitable DoCtrines of the Scripture. And., 
to m~.ke a Separation for fuch things as thefe,; 
which neither are nor can be fundamental, is to 
becom,'! HereticksJ For I do Jl0t think there is 
any man arrived to that degree of ~nadnefs, a! 
that he dare give out his Confequences and In 
terpretationsof Scripture as Divine Infpirations, 

G 2 and 
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.. • -nmpare the Articles of Faith that he has 
fj",ded according to his own Fancy with ~ 
Authority c(" the Scripnlre. I know there are 
fome Propofitions 10 evidendy agreeable to Scrip­
ture, that no body can deny them to be drawn 
from thence ; but about thofe therefore there can 
be no difference. This only I fay, that however 
clearly we may think this or the other DOl.<trine 
to be deduced from Scripture, we ought not there­
fore to impofe it upon others, as a neceff"ary Arti­
cle of Faith, becaufe we believe it to be agreea­
ble to the Rule of Faith; unlefs w~e would be 
content alfo that other Doflrines ·{hould be in:­
pofed upon us in the fame manner; and that we 
fuould be compell'd to receive and profds all 
the different and contradictory Opinions of Lit· 
IheranJ, CalviniftJ, Remonftrants, AnabaJIi/ls, an 1 '. 
other Seas, which the Contrivers of Symbols, 
Syftems ana Confeffions, are acc~omed to de­
liver unto their Followers as genuine and neceffa .. 
ry DeduCtions from the Holy Scripture. I can .. 
not but wonder at the extravagant arro!:,ance of 
thofe Men who think that they themfelves can 
explain things neceffary to Salvation more clearly 
than the Holy Ghoft, the Eternal and Infinite 
IWifdom of God. 

Thus much concerning Hl'1'tfie ; which word 
in common ufe is applied only to the Doarinal 
part of Religion. Let us now confider StbiJmt. 1 
which is a Crime near akin to it. For both thofe 
words feern unto me to fignifie an itl-grounJtJ 
Stparatio1l i" Ettltfiaflital Communion, made about 
,bings 1I011UteJiw1. Butfince Ufe, which is the 
Supreme Law in matter of Language, has deter .. 
mined that, Herefie relates to Errors in Faith and 
, Schifnl 
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Schirm to thofe in W orlhip or Di(cipline; we 
muft confider them under that Diftinffion. 

Scbifm then, for the fame rea(ons that have 
already been aUedged, is nothing elfe but a 
Separation made in the Communion of the 
Church, upon account of fomething in Divine 
W orfllip, or Ecclefiaftical Difcipline, that is not 
any neceffary part ofit.N ow nothingin W orfhip or 
Difcipline can be neceff"ary to Chriftian Commu-

, nian, but what Chrift our LegiOator, or the Apo­
ftles, by Infpiration of the Holy Spirit, have com­
manded in exprefs words. 

In. a word: He that denies not any thing that the 
Holy Scripturesteachinexprefs words, normakes , 
a Separation upon occafion of any thing that is 
not manifeftly contained in the Sacred Text ; 
however he may be nick~named by any Sea: of 
Chri~ns, and declared by fome, or all of them 
to be utterly void of true Chriftianity, yet indeed 
alld in truth this l'/Ian cannot be either a Here~ 
fi(~k or a Schifinatick. 

Thde things li1ight have been explained more 
largely, and more advantageouOy: but it is e­
nough to have hinted at them, thus briefly) to a 
Perfon of your parts. 
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