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PREIACE.

'T'HE Substance of this small Essay has alrea-
dy appeared in printin the form of a Circular
Letter to the Independent Churches of War-
wickshire. The favourable terms in which

some were pleased to speak of it, induced the
author to putit in a new form, for more extensive
eirculation. Among the variety of Religious
‘I'racts that are circulated in the country, the
author hopes this may contribute to the general
good ; if persons who are capable, will interest
themsclves to put it into the hawnds of thoese
whom it most concerns. Ile hopes to be for-
given for leaving the plural pronoun we, un-
changed throughout this tract ; he had several
reasons for it, and he thinks, pride was not

one of them.

Hanley, March 15th, 1800.




DEISM EXAMINED, &e.
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I'I would be inexeusable supineness, in an age
when objectors to the Bible religion, are so bold
aund positive in their rejection of its evidence, for
the Preachers of that holy system of truth to be
silent or reserved in pleading its cause. Should
we not rather dispute every inech of ground with
our agversaries, and show ourselves deiermined
not to yield a single point, which ean be main-
tained with sound reason, and a good conscience
Certainly. Or otherwise, you who bave commit-
ted yourselves to our instruction aund spintuai
care, will reproach us justly for neglecting your
best interest, and leaving you a defenceless prey,
to the cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lic
in wait to deceive. But it shall wot be so. No,
we long to have you so established in the faith of
the gospel, that the assaults of error may be n-
availing ; and to have those divine principles so
influential on your minds and behaviour, that you
may adorn the doctrine of God ¢isi Saviour in all
things. 'L'hat these happy ends may be attained,
we recommend to you the serious study of God’s
holy word. Amn acquaintance with the things
revealed as the divine will, is the surest defence
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against every enemy to our spiritual advautage.
In reading, meditating upon, and acting accord-
ing to the saered scriptures, you will be freed, in
many cases, from that perplexity, and indecision,
which visibly characterize those who forsake this
fountain of truth. Thyword is o lamp to my feet,
and a light unto my path. When designing men
would seduce you from the ways of righteousness,
a knowledge of your duty, derived from this
source will prompt you boldly to say, We ought
to obey God rather than maen. But it is a lament-
able faet, that many, who have an opportunity
to read the holy volume, and cxamine the evi-
dence of its divine origin and authority, do
neither: but, from a preconceived dislike to its
contents, conclude, that it is not a revelation
made by God. 'They object, that its principles are
complicated ; that ifs doclrines are inconsistent
with each otlier, and with plain malter of fact in
the visible world : that the penmen of these books
ave unknown, though different names are affixced (o
Them, that lhe christian doctrine of redemption,
effected by the sufferingsof the Deily incarnale, but
il corresponds with the notions we certainly ought
fo entevlain of e iusiguificance of man, in the
vast scale of the wnicerse ;5 and that the world has
not been benefited, but injured by the reception of
chvistinnity.  In addition to these, and a few
more ohjections of small importance, the deniers
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of revelation allege, that the Light of MNature,
and the use of Reason, are suffieient to instruet
them in every branch of knowledge that is neces-
sary for men. You, brethren, will no doubt meet
with men of this deseription; who will urge these
arguments upon you, to stagger your faith. We
should caution you therefore, against thinking
that these objectiens to revelation are new, or
unanswered. For it is usually urged, to give
such opinions a greater weight, that they are the
result of the inquiries of a more enlightened age :
And that, although christianity might do very
well for our ignorantly pious forefathers, yet we,
their better instructed children, have sufficient
reason fo throw oft a system which only suited a
beniglited period. But we are sure, that Infidelity,
instead of being peculiar to the present day, was
coeval with ehristianity itsclf. For it is impossi-
ble in the nature of things, that God should mani-
fest his will to man, without its meeting the dis-
approbation of these who are depraved, and in-
capable of relishing the beauties of holiness.
Hence, we hear an Apostle, complain of some in
his day, who were proud, knowing nothing, but
doting about questions and strifes of words, where-
of cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,
perverse dispulings of mer. of corrupt minds, and
destitule of truthy 1 'T'im. vi. 4, 5. Another saered
writer assures the church, that there are certat
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e erept in unawares—ungodly men, turaing tie
grace of God inlo lasciviousness, and derying the on-
ly Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, Jude 4.
This is sufficient therefore, to show, that deistical,
and atheistical notions, are not new ; and that,
that age was well acquainted with them, in which
christianity spread and flourished. Besides it is
not merely the staleness of these objections,
which ought to inspire you with confidence in hold-
ing the truth ; but the innumerable answers and
complete refutations they have received both frem
ancient and modern defenders of our holy religion.
M we were to state the grounds on which infideli-
ty may be refuted, and the belicf of revelation es-
tablished, it would only be the echo of what hun-
areds of the wisest, and best of men, have insisted
upon in every age. Andhad not Deism a brezen
front, she would be ashamed to take the field in
such miserable armour; the weakness of which
has so repeatedly been proved. Bat why do we
say take the field ? She rather shuns the light of
fair discussion, and like {he wily sharper under
the mask of friendship, robs the unsuspeeting.
You, brethren, whose age and expericnee have
convinced you of the excellency and suitabicness
of true religion; we conceive, are not in danger
of heing seduced by such attempts. But, for the
sake of the numerous youth in ull our congrega.
tions, whose warm passions, and inexperience
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way easily betray them into this snare, we shall
devote this essay to a few reflections, designed as
an antidote to the fatal poison. The objections
to the Bible being the Word of God, which we
have aiready noticed, are the most material which
are usually urged ; and may be easily over-ruled.
That christianity is a complica’~d system, may be
admitted, without injuring our cause. For such
a complication of evils, as abound in the moral
eharacter of men, undoubtedly require a variety
of motives, and means to remedy them. But if it
15 intended by the objection, that the morality of
the 1iible is obscure, and hard to be understood, the
rharge is false : since nothing can be more clear
than these precepts. Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God, with all thine heart ; and thy neighbour as thy-
self.  Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so lo them. 'Thut < its doclrines
are inconsistent, with each other, and matters of
factin the visible world ;> Supposes first—"That
we are perfeetiy acquainted with the whole plan
and exceution of the divine government ; and that
we judge from our hknowledge of the whole, about
the fitness of its parts ; or, secondly—T hat a dif-
ferent system of religions truth, kas made its ap-
pearance, more exactly corsonant with the daily
facts which are occurring among the children of
men. But, as both these suppositions are mani-
festly false, the objection must fall to the ground.
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‘As for the penmen of these books, it has been shewt
by some. that the infernal evidence, of the divine
origin of these writings, is sufficient to establish
our faith in them, even though it could not demon-
strably be proved, thut ‘2oses had any hand in writ-
ing the Pentateuch : or Paul, the epistles which
hear his name. But it is unquestionably certain,
that these were the true anthors. And stronger
eviderce may be adduced for it, than that Homer
wrote the Illiad, Pope translated him into En-
zlish, and Milten took him for his model, when he
wrotc Paradise Lost; though all these are ac-
knowledged facts in the literary world.

Should ¢ the insignificance of man,” he urged
against the christian doctrine of redemption; we
should answer with Dr. Reattie : « Great extent
is a thing so striking to our imagination, that
sometimes, in the moment of forgetfulness, we are
apt to think, nothing can be important, tut what
is of vast corporal magnitudes And yet, even to
our apprehension, when we are willing to be ra-
tional, how much mure sublime, and more interes*-
ing an object, is a mind like Newton, than tie un-
weildly foree, and brutal stupidity of such a mon-
ster, as the poets deseribe Polyphemus2* Who

* Monstrum horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen ad-
emtum.”  Vieg,

A Monstrous bulk, deferm’d, deprived of sight.

Drypz¥
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shat had it tn his power, would seruple to destroy
a whale, to save a child > Nay, when corpared
with the happiness of onc immortal mind, the
greatest imaginable accumulation of inanimate
substanece, must appear an insignificant thing. Let
not us then make bu’k thestandard of value; cv
judze of the importance of man, from the weight
ol his body 3 or from the size or situation of the
planet that is now the place of his abode.””*

But 1t is said, ‘T'he world has reeceived no bene-
fit from Christianity. We are at a loss to judge
hetler the proportion of insolence, or ignorance,
buth of which are mingled in this assertion, be the
greatest.  Consider, brethren, the present state of
a gieat part of Africa, where millions live in
wieiehed ignorance, and mutual enmity and rage.
Read the lamentable, but true deseription of the
ancient heathen wovld, drawn by St, Paul, in his
first chapter to the Romans,  Know for a certain-
ty, that that polite nation, among their very sports
enjoyed the fight of men murdered by each other,
and by voiid beasts, tntis: Theatre 5 and that these
wretehed vietims sonmetines, amounted to twenty
or thirty thousand in . month. {len, look at
Britai., in the eightecutl: eentury. Has christian-
ity done no good = But after all the real beuefit
of ehristianity, is not to he estimated. but from
the characters and conduet of those who personal-

* Fvidences of the Chrigtian R-iigion, Vol. 9, page 140.
B
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Iy live under its influence.  This eannot be suid
of all those wha bear the christian name. Bus
suvely the most stubborn Deist must admit, that, if
all men lived according to the prineiples inforeed
iv our Lord’s sermon on the mount, they would
he much hetter, and happier than they are.
‘Lherefore itis evident. the fendency of ehristianity
tsto do more good than any athier system ecan.

But then it is argued, that the light of nature,
and the use of sur reason are guite suflicient, with-
out any divine revelation heing given. A thou-
sand faets jein issue to contradict this held asser-
tion. Indeed it seems as impossible to aseertain,
of what use our reason would he, in morel and
spirilual things, witheut revelation, as to prove
the utility of our eyes without light. Aud the very
opposers of revelation, yea the wlo'ec worid, are
indehted to it, for ali the ideas they have upon
subjects, which bear avy afhuity to truth, ¢ 'The
doctrine of saerifices, and hut Ll the tmmortality
of the soul, ani the whole echaosof what is (erm-
e natural religion, can we nothing less than
the residuum of a very early and sad corruption
o{ revelation, T'he nearer you approach to the
times, in whieh revelation was given to man, or
the prace where it has been prescreved, you find
the usc of saerifice, the great object of revelation,
to prevail; and the farther you reeeds, hoth from,
the time and plare of vevelation, ven Hud moral
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darkuess inereasing, till you come to these, who
have not so much as 2 name for God in their lan-
guage, or, so much as, the least notion of a saeri-
fice, or immortality,”* -

What portions of revelation might he earried,
by different colonists of Islands and Contineuts, in
their various emigrations, we cannot says; but it
has been lately proved, that some traces of the
seripture doctrine of the Trinity, are discoverable
in the religious belicf of ‘he remote Islanders of
Otaheite 3+ a people that forty years ago, were un-
known to Furopeans. Irom these hints you will
easily discover, how weak the ohjections to the
Bible are; though generally urged with all the
confidence of triumphant vanity. Bnt we mean
to impress on yeour minds, snc argument for the
truth of our holy religion, which seems to Lave
been too much negleeted in eontroversy upon the
subject, amt whieh has with us considerable
weight, Tt is Ui MORAL TENDENCY OF A DiSBE-
Lizror DMVINE REYELATION, Undoubtedly,
there are certain principles and practices, whiels
are in their nature and consequences, Wrong
and will be confessed so by all considerate men,
No sentiments, nor religion whatever, can make
injustice and inlemperance, less evils than they
really are. For however they may be practised

* Lecturer, dediceted to Edward Gibbon, Esq.

| See Yvangelieal Magazine, for Junuary, 1797, page 25,
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without mmediate punishments, and, 12 sowe
cases, encouraged ; yet every impartial person will
pronounce them wrong. There are also certain
dispositions of the mind, which must always be un-
pleasant and tijurious.  Such as uncertainty, doublt-
Jfulness, and their opposite, excessive credulily,
which belicves every bold assertion without proof';
and sometimes swallows the greatest absurdity,
‘That system which naturally produces these evil
practices and uncomfortable tempers, must be itself
defective, and unworthy the attachment of wise
men. We shall shew yon that this is the case
with Deism: and on the coutrary every thing
virtuous and consistent, is the offspring of true
christianity. It is vaiz that some exclaim,
“There are thousands who believein your re-
ligion, who ure unjust and profanc.” We know
there are many, that profess to believe, who are
so: Baut, in reality, their wickedness arises from
a want of telieving, and living vader the inflyence
of the system they espouse. For the Bible does
not teach injustice, or projanity. Y may hiowever,
be undeniably proved, that persons, viho firmly
disbelieve divine revelation, and adopt their own
reason as (heir guide, have by the principles they
espouse, been invelved in the evils we have men-
tioned above.  We trust when this point is clear-
ly evineed, that the specious arguments for infidel-
ty, will have but little weight ¢n your minds,
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e who vegects revelation as kis guide, must ex-
perience tHe greatest uncertainty, in the most im«
portant affuirs. 1Is there a God ? Whois he ! What
are his attributes and perfections? Whatever
imaginations Deists may frame to themselves on
these topies, without Liie assistance of divine reve-
lation, they must be merely eonjectural. Unaided
reason cannot tell us whether the Sun is, or is not
a Deity. Whether the whole frame of the uni-
verse be not a body in which the divine natare
resides, and animates the whole; as some of the
ancient heathens seem to have thought; we ean-
not by the light of nature deecide. Therefore, if
men should ever reasou themselves into the belief
of the existence of the Supreme Being, it would
he a matter of endlrss doubt and jerpiexily w

them, who he 1s, and what his nature is, and what
his influence over men. We will now take ihe
frank confession of one of the wisest men who
knew nothing 2bout a revelation, on this subject.
Cicero, in his beok De natura Deorum, says,
¢ Those who assert the heing of the Gods, run
into such a variety and difference of opinions,
that it is troublesome to report: they say so ma-
ny different things of the shapes of the Gods, of
their places, feats, and actions ; of their lives,
and, which touchies the point more nearly, some
of them affirm, the Gods donothing; are frec of
all zovernment, and care of affuirs: Others that
¢
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all things were made from the beginning, and re-
gulated and moved for an infinite time.”” "This
same natural religionist was candid ; for further
on he says, ¢ Have you forgot what I told you in
the beginning, that it is easier for me to tell you
what is not my opinion, than whatitis #*” We shall
only add the testimony of another heathen, who
had only the light of nature to guide him;* it
1s not easy to know, what God would be pleased
with, unless we be either immediately instructed
by God ourselves, or. tanght by some person God
has conversed with ; or arrive at the knowledge
of it, by some divine means or other.”

If it is said that modern unbelievers have clear-
er notions on these subjects than the ancients
bod ;3¢ is anfliclontly evident {5 whal divy owe
their better uuderstanding. They have heen
born and educated ina christian country, and by
instruetinn, reading, and conversation, have ob-
tained all their superior notions from that very
religion, the truth of which they deny. Bat, in-
deed, consistently enough, many modern Deists,
think all kind of religion a very doubtful thing,
and seem contented, (dreadful thought!) with its
being perfectly uncertain, whether there is a God
who judges of human actions or not! The very
same difficulty oceurs, on the scheme of Deism,
about the former, and future state of the world.

Whether it ever had a beginning, or shadl ever
* Jamblicus, a Platonic Philosopher.
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cud.  Whether human nature ts endued with an
immortal prineiple; or whether we shall perish
iitke the brutes. Or, indeed whether either man
orbrutes perish.  Whether they do not revive and
live through sucecssive gencrations according to
the ancient doctrine of transmigration. Whether
there is any difference between good and evil
On these topies nere reason is silent. She wants
a standard to judge by 5 that is, she wants areve-
fatron from the Supreme Being. Wild imagina-
tion steps in with a thousand propesitions to solve
these difficultics.  But, after all, every solution
proposed, is only imaginary : and their glaring
inconsistency with each other, forms a strong pre-
sumptive evidenee of fulschood,  But,

He whe 'rqjemts the Bible, as zmtrzte, had reed be

1 L | S A 7wt AP
L Cre (fuvi ¢ unlzumu U octie ]l CUED ?»' L”J 3.5.1.133’;}’“\4

nositivig then these wha rveceive 1t 1t has often
been said, that we greedily swallow without in-
quiry, whatever the eustom of the country, the
prejudice of edacation, or epintons of cur fore-
fathers impo:conus. We here vetort the charge.
We say the Deist is over eredulons,  He believes
without proetf, He Las given up his mind to the
direction of the degmas of a party, without daring
impartially to weigh the matter himself. Must
not he helieve very strongly indeed, who can
think that Jesus Christ, and Peter, and Paul,
worked shwn miracles for years, before thousands
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of their enemies,and yet their imposition was nev-
er detected. Vast numbers of base men who juin-
ed with the apostles, and first ehristians, after-
wards apostatized ; and became their haters, and
persecutors ; yet they never hinted to the world
that chrisiianity was a designed imposition,
schemed by erafty men. If you believe christiani-
ty to be a gross imposture, you must, of course be«
lieve, that twelve illiterate men were capable of
imposing on the whole world & gross lie without
deteetion ;and the most sedulous endeavours of
their adversaries could not silence them, without
putling them to death ; and that Jews, and Greeks,
and Romans, and Mahometans, and Christians of
all denominations, should agree together in all
ages, to record one notorious falsehood, with the
most surprising consisteney : though in other par-
tieulars their fndament waz ac different 2s light
and darkness. For it 1s certain that all these
deseriptions of persoas, have, from different me-
tives, borne testimony to the same event for near
eighteen hundred years. 1f you believe the first
preacliers, of curreligion were cheats and liars, it
certainly supposes that these liars and cheats
took immense painsto wean people from fulsehood,
and hypacrisy s and eondemned ull such charaeters
to eternal burnings ; and having suffered pain, ig

uwominy, and unparalleled hardships to diffuse a.
mere imposition, rejoiced to lay down their lives
inconfirmation of the testimony they had given!U!
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Brethren, we have mentioned these things, (¢
show you, that Deism, certainly requires men to
lay aside their reason, to helieve the grossest ab-
surdities. But this is not the worst, for

It countenances and promoles the most abomina-
ble vices. All good men have ascribed their *c-
fraining from sin, to the fear of the Lord.* 'This
supposes that such discovery had been made of the
will of God that it might be falsely decided, what
was pleasing, or what was offensive to him. Baut
the man, who denies the existence of such a reve-
lation, renders the fear of God unnecessary and
useless. He leaves us to choose what conduct we
best approve, without the smallest certainty about
the disposition of the Supremne Being. And how
far humanreason willserve to ascertain the nature
of sinand holiness, we may insome measure judge
from the extraordinary language of Voltaire, the
¢ Apostle of the Deistical World :”—¢ At the
worst of times,” says he, ¢ there is at most apon
earth, one man in a thousand that can be called
wicked. Hardly do we see one of those enormous
crimes, that shoek humannature, committed inten
years at Rome, Paris, or London, those cities
where the thirst of gain, which is the parent of all
erimes, is carried to the highest pitch. If men
were essentially wicked, we should find every

* Examine these passages ; Gen. xxxix. 9. xlij. 18, Nc-
hem. v. 15,
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morning husbands murdered by their wives, &e.
as we do hens, killed by foxes.” 'Fhis is a speci-
men of deistical morality. The verysame writer
ealls the sin of Sodom, ¢ an exzusable mistake of
nature.” So that scarcely any thing is worthy
the name of sin, excepting a woman cuts her kus-
band’s throat in his sleep.* Noris such a de-
testable theory, without its effect. For we find,
almost universally, that persons of deistical sen-
timents, are also profligate in their manners. In-
dced, for the most part, they are apostates from a
prefession of christiavity., I'hey first renounced
ali obedience to its precepts ; and then to counte-
nance their departure, denied the truth of its prin-
ciples. So true it is, that sin leads to infidelity ;
aud infidelity, in return chericlies sin. A very
striking anecdote of Mallet the free-thinker.is a
strong proof of the tendeney of Deism. He, and
his lady at their own table, perpetually ridiculed
the seriptures; and urged on their guests, in pre-
sence of the servants, the common argument
against expecting a future state: Till at length
the servants became as able disputants as the
heads of the family. Onefellow, thinking to protit
by the doctrine, stole his master’s plate, and made
off ; but being taken and urged by his master, be-
fore some friends, to give a reason for his infamous

* See Fletcher’s appeal to Matter of Iz’ and Commor
Sanse.




19

hehaviour, be said, « Sir, I have heard you so oft
tew talk of the impossibility of a future state, ard
that after death there was ne reward for virtue,
nor pupishment for vice, that I was tempted to
commi’ the robbery.” ¢ Well, but you raseal (re-
plied Mallet) ¢ had you no fear of the gallows ?*
« 8ir,” (said the fellow, looking sternly at his
masier), ¢ What is that to you, if I bad a mind to
venture that ? You had removed my greatest ter-
ror, why should I tear the lesser.””* Such are the
blessed effeets we may expect from the diffusion
of tiie enlightened principles of Deism! We
might indeed challenge the werld te produce an
tustance of any single virtue, which is cherished
by infidelity ; or any vice, whose progress and
prevalence it hinders.  The tendency of Deism to
uller ignorance, r:nd uselessness in society, is also
strikingly evident. Behold a man, who has drank
deeply into the poisonous streams of infidelity:
He is the father of a rising family. Seeshis chil-
dren, (if ene grain =i tenderness and love, has en-
gaged their affeetion and confidence,) flock round
his knees, and most inquisi‘ively embarrass him,
with a thousand questions, which philosophy aloue
can never answer. ¢ Father, who made us, and
vou and all things ™ We will suppose he has
honesty enough to answer; ¢ God.”~=¢¢ Who ts
God? and where is he ?”—%1 do not know.”wm

* Davie’s Life of Carrick
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¢ How thendo you know he made us 7’ « Did he
ever speak to any body and tell them so? Shall
we ever see God ? Will he be good to us? Is the
Bible a good hook? Is it all true ? Cannot vou
give us a better book to tell us about God, than the
Bible ?”—We must leave the Deist to answer
these young immortals, as he can. But we sup-
pose he will put off their queries with some eva-
sive replies—till they have growu up mature in
ignorance and sin; alike incapable of judging for
themselves, and destitute of information ; despised
and avoided by the wise and good—and asseciating
with the worthless and vain—they confirm each
other in unbelief, and impiety. But wewill draw
these reflections to a close, by observing, that in-
fidelity ts @ scheme which enly swits the pride ana
voluptuousness of tiiis present life ; and leaves men,
meserable in death. through the awful uncertainty of
a future state.  Will you then relinquish for a mo-
‘ment, the blessings of the gospel of Christ; the de-
lightful promises of the Bible; the hope of asso-
ciating with saintsand angels in heaven; the hap-
piness of being perfectly holy, and like that bles-
sed Redeemer, (who once indeed was erowned
with thorns, and erucified for us, but) who now
lives, and reigns, admired and praised hy all the
heavenly host 7 Will yon part withevery claim to
this cxalted pleasure, for the empty, paltry sys-
tem which is proffered you in its stcad ? Forhid it
sracious God! We how our knees, and bless, and
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render thee ten thousand praises, that ever our
eyes beheld the volume of thy holy word. Here,
every difficulty, about ereation, providence, or thy
gsovernment of the world, is either explained, or
resolved into thy inscrutable wisdom! We have
found the benefit of being led by its unerring pre-
cepts, and felt its precious promises4dike cheering
cordials to our minds! But above all, here we have
discovered the glory of God, in the person of Jesus
Christ; in whom every excellency shines and to
whom we are under everlasting obligations! O!
never permit us tc forsake this fountain of living
waters: to scek supplics from cisterns, broken
cisterns, whijeh can hold no water! Brethren, we
doubt wot, but you will sincerely join us, in such
an address as this to the Lord our God. And if
554 ivé hesitate not te pronounce that man, a cruel
mziignant being, who would aim to deprive you of
the consolation which your faith affords. For
there is i infidel, who is, or can be eertain, the
Bikle is untrue ; or that there is not a future state
of retribution. ' therefore, he would insinuate
such id-as as rusi ‘ake away all your joy, which
arises irom a perfect confidence in these fuets 5 and
which he cannat disprove, howeveribold he u.ex
he to deny ; he surely acts the part of that mad-
man, nientioned by Solomon, who ¢ casteth fire-
brands, arrows, and death, and saithy Am I not in
sport !’
n
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"I'o young parsons of an inquisitive virn of mnd,
we would add a Vew words on the present occasion.
Do not thin'c that we wsh to suppress a spirit of
enqu v, s the usual artifies of free thinkers,
(39 catied) to suggest sueh a notion, to prejudice
your minds against all the weighty reasons we urge
in supportef Christianity. But the imputation is
unjust. We are sure that the more candidly and
impartially you examine this matter, the stronger
your faith in the holy seriptures will he. Be not
therefore in haste to adopt any sentiments, without
a full convietion of their truth. You have been
taught from youar infancy that the Bible is true,
and that it came from God. But some such per-
sons now say, they do not believe it to he true; nor
that any part of it is a divine revelation. We
would ask these, have you theun received sufficient
and indubitalle evidence that your first belief was
a delusion; and the former sentiments you held,
without foundatisn ? You have perhaps examined,
what a few Deistical writers had to advance
against religion; and heing satisfied with their
objections, have resigned tamely, your attachment
to your former principles.  But haveyou also ex-
amined tlie many valuable writings of those excel-
fent men, who have defended ehristianity ? Have
you heard, how they reply to ohjeciions which are
made? Or, have you indced read with attention
and care the saered seriptures themselves sinee
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your donbts arese, with a sincere desire, te obtain
a personal acquaintance with them, and to be able
to judge for yourscives P If nothing of this kind
has been attended to, it 1s no wonder the Bible is
dishelieved ; but with how litile candour is evis
dent enough. We bescech you therefore, to act
more honourably, and advantageously for your-
selves. If donbts occur, take advice on hoth sides ;
and always remember, that it will be best for you,
that the Bible should prove divine: for Deism
does not even propose to make men good, and hap-
py : and we have shewn, that it has no such ten-
dency 3 but if Christianity is true, it certainly
does both.

Let us also attempt to remove that false gloss,
which Deists put upon the scriptures. They say
its prineipal doctrines are absolutely unintelligible
and incredible. But only spend a few minutes in
coolly reflecting on this subject, and we are per-
suaded, you will find nothing beyend belief in the
gospel secheme. ¢ That there is a Mediator be-
tween God and man, eannot appear centrary to
reason, or improbahle, when we consider, that all
the good things we receive, come to us by the in-
tervention of various agents and instruments.
‘T'he incarnation of the Son of God is not to us more
uninteiligible, than the union of a human bhody,
with a human soul. 'To atone veluntarily for the
sius of others. may he as possihle to God, and in
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him as consonant to equity, as among us, for one
man gratuitously to pay another’s debt. That there
should he a resurrection of the body, is suitable to
many analogiesin nature ; and particularly to that
alluded to by the apostle, of a new and flourishing
vegetable, rising from a buried, and corrupted
grain of corn.”*

Consider these brief remarks, as a subject for
further reflection. If they appear weighty and
important, read them over again. Can this rea-
soning be easily refuted ? Do you merely suspect
that our representation may be true ! Such a sus-
picion, arising in a hosom already tainted within-
fidelity, is a partial victory gained in favour of
Truth. And if the mind of an individual, is by
the perusal of this essay, more established in the
belief of the Gospel it has net been circulated in
vain.

* Dr. Beattic’'s Evidences of the Christian Religion.

FINIS.




