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' ) EL E GATES ot .
To the INHABITANTS of C 'REA
.~ Conntrymen, and Brez‘bre’zg'f o
{e, an her
. “that’ miay:- - defis "jes, wh e
_ us'to é ch.qo' ea C
’ , ‘pn‘ N
D’l‘ﬁ'olutiom- ~Rememb of formci_‘ d-
fhlps p}'i’de mn : T
common,” -
of theirVirtues, have: ,,_, -
tual- Conneétion.- “Bugwhen: th r,lendfhlp s
violated by the groffeft Injuries; when the Pride
of Anceftry becomes our Reproach; and'we'are
_no otherwife “allied than as. T'yrants and:Slaves,
‘when reduced. to the melancholy- Altérnative of
ing - our- F: ayour or ‘our Freédom, can'we =
te - about. the Choice?-Let*the B p1i'1t of
rmei Addrefs, we aflerte
.. the Injuries we had then received.:



[ 4 ]

hlped that the Mentlon of our: Wrongs would,
have roufed that honeft Indignation; which has
{lept-too long for your Honour, or the Welfare
of the Empire. .. But we have not been permitted
to entertain this pleafing Expe&ation; every.Day
brought an "Accimulation of Injuries; and’ the,
Invention- of the Miniftry has been conftantly
exercifed, “in adding to the Calanntles of your
""Amencan Brethren. = . N
After the moft. Valuable nght of Leglﬂatlon?“”“
was 1nfr1nged when the the Powers, aflumed
by your Parliament, in ‘which we are not repre-
fented; and from -our local and other Circum-
ftances, cannot pmperly be reprefented rendered
our Property precarious. -After" being' denied -
that Mode of T'rial to-which we have been Tong
indebted for the. Sa.fety .of our Perfons, -and the ;
Preferv&tion of our . leertles, after: bemg
many- Inftances divefted® of thofe: Laws whlch
were tran{itted  to US: by our common Angef-
tors, and - {ubjected ‘to-an. arb1trary Code, com=
piled: under the Aufpices of -Roman Tyrants,
after annulling thofe Charters, which enc,ouraged'-
our Predeceflors to.brave. Death and Danger, in
every Shape,-on unknown Seas, in Defarts un<

explored, -amidft barbarous and inhofpitable Na-
~txons' ‘When, without the Form of Trial, with-
out 2 public . Accufation,. whole Colonies were .
condemned!" their Trade deftroyed, their Inha-.
bitants: 1mpovenﬂ1ed When Soldiers were en-
¢ ouraged to imbrue their Hands in the Blood of
;=_mer1cans, by Offers. of Impunity; when new:

#Todes of Trial were. 1nﬂ1tu ted for the Rum of
~o ' the




[ 5 ] T
the accufed thre the Chargc carned vnth it
the Horrors! of Convxéhon, ‘when adefpotlc Go= -

vernment waseftablithed in-a neighbouring Pro-
vince, and 'its - Limits. extended to: every. of. our
Frontiers;.-we. little:imagined that any ¥hing
could-be added to-this black Catalogie of unpro=

voked InJ uries ;- but we: have unhappily:.
deceived; and the-late. Meafures of -the. Britith

-been

Miniftry fully convince us, their Object-is.the -

Reduction - of thefc Colomes 10 Sla.very and

Rumn., . s '

To conﬁrm thlS Aﬁ'ertlon, lct us recall. your
Attentlon to: the Affairs sof - Amenca, fince. our
laft Addrefs: Let us combat - the ‘Calumpies of
‘our Eneinies,and let us warn you of the Dangers
that threaten you, -in.our Deftru@ion. - Many of
your Fellow-Subjeéts, whofe: Situation- deprived
them of - other .Support,. drew their Maintenance
from the Sea; -but the Deprivation of - our Liber-
ty-being infufficient to fatisfy the Refentment of
our Enemies, the Horrors of Famine were-fuper-
added, :and a Britifh Parliainent, who, -in better

Times; were the Prote€tors of Innocente, and: o

the Patrons of Humanity, have, without Diftinc~
tion of Age or Sex, robbed Thoufands of the

Food which: they were accuftomed to draw from
that inexhauftible Source, placed in their Nelgh-= '

‘bourhood by. the benevolent Creator, = - -
~Another A& of your Lcmﬂaturc fhuts our

-~P01ts and prohibits our Trade with any but

thofe States, from whom the great Law of Self~

prefervation: renders . it abiolutely neceﬂary we

fbould at prefont with-hold our Commerc .. But

thig
)

\""':r
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this A& {whatever-may have:;been _its Defigny
we-confider: ratheras injurious: taiyour O pulence,
than our Intereft. : - All our Commerce terminates
in you;: and the Wealth: we procure: from other
Nations;is:{oon cxchangcd for :your Superﬂmues
- Our:- Remittances .- muft  theén - ceafe . -with our
Tr ade, and our Refinements Wlth our-Affluence;
We truft, however;.that Laws which: deprive us
- of: every” Blefling: :but - a“Soil:- which' teems with
 the Neceflaries of: Life). and . that Liberty: which
renders the Enjoyment of them fec ure, will not
relax our- Vigour in their Defence. P
~We: mlo-ht hete.oblerve on:the: Gruelty and In-—
con ﬁﬁency of ‘thofe;-'who, while. ‘they. publicly-
brand:us with reproachfui and unworthy Epithets,
endeavour .to. deprive ius.- of the Means of De-+
ferice, by their: Interpaﬁtlon with forexgn Powers,.
“and tozdeliver “us ‘tv-the lawlefs Ravages. of.a
- mercilefs' Soldiery.. . But happily we are not- with=
out Refources; and:though the timid and humi-
hating Apphmtwns of -a “Britith Miniftry .thould
prevaﬂx swith . foreign - Nations; - yet- Induﬁry,,-
'prompfed by Necefﬁty, Wlll not leave us Wlthout

| Supphes ,
- We could W1fh to- 20 no. further,—-—and ‘not
to wound the Ear of Humanity, . leave untold
thofe rigorous. Aés of Qppreflion, : which - are
daily exercifed in the Town of Bofton, did we
not kupe; that by dilclaiming their Dceds, and
punifhing:. the Perpetrators, you would: fhortly
vindicate the Honour of the Enghfh Name, and
re-ef"abhfh the Vlo]atcd Laws of ]uf’uce SRR
ﬁi‘hak once populous; flourithing and COMMEE:
e clal




¢ial-Towny is.fow: garrxfoned by:an ; Army nt;
not to prote&, but to enflave its: ]nhabftantsa,
The civil-Government is: ovei'turned, and a-mili~
tary Defpoti{in-ere&ed ion. its: Ruins: -Without
Faw, without: nght,w Powers: are. aﬁumc’dﬁ un<
known to-the Conflitution: - : Private . Propertyis
unjuftly invdded.. - The Inhabitants daily fubjeét-
ed to the-Ldcentioufnefs ‘of the :Soldiery, . arg
forbid to remove.in- Defiance -of their -natural
Rights, in:Viglation -of-the. moft: folemn Comi=
pa&s. - Oryif; dfter. long and “weariforne Solici-
tation, a:Pafs-i$ :procured; their: Effe®s-are des
tained, - and “jeven -thofe Who are - moft. favoured;
have fio-alternative ‘but Poverty or Slavery. T he
Diftrefs -of many! Thoufand . People, -wantonly
deprived of : the Neceflaries: of - Life, is a, Subj,cét
on whichitwe. would not; wifh to:enlarge. .

- Yet we cannot but-obferve, thata Britith I lcct
(un_]ufhﬁed even by the-Ad&s.of your Liegiflature)
are - daily .:employed.:in . ruining our-Commerce,
félzlng sour:8hips, and depriving whole Commu-
nities . of itheir-daily Bread.- --Nor will a Regard
for your Honour, - perrmt us: to:be filent;. while
Britith ’Iroops {fully ‘your Glory, ' byiAéions
which the moft inveterate Enmity will'not paliate
among civilized Nations; the wanton and unne-
ceflary Deftru&tion of Charleftown,.a large, .an»
cient, and once populous Town, juft.before de-
ferted by its Inhabitants, :who had fled to. avoxd
the Fury.of your Seldiery. -. -

It you ftill retain ‘thofe: Sentlments of Compaf-s
ﬁon by which Britons have ever been dlﬁmguxfh
ed; if the L-Lum*tmty which tempered the Valour

of our common Anceﬂors, has not dugenerated
‘ - 1nto
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*"mte Cfuelty, you wﬂl lameﬂt the ~~-M :f'enes of
* 'then' Defcendants, SN
~'To what are ‘we to attrxbute thlB Treatmcntf"
. If to any fecret Prineiple-of the:. Conftitution, |
Yét it 'be ‘mentioried; let: us. learn: that the Go¥|
_Verfinient ‘'we have: long revéred, is not without]
its Defefts, and that while it gives Freedom to a|
Part, it neccﬁ'arll enflaves the Remainder of the
Enipwe “IF fuc{x 2 Principle exifts, why for|
Ages ‘has it ceafed to-operate? Why at:this Time|
“is itcalled into-Aétion? Can no Reafon be aﬁigm-
‘ed for this Condu@? Or muft it be refolved into
the ‘wanton Exercife ‘of arbltrary Power? And|
fhall the" Dcfccndants of Britons tamcly fubmit)
“to ‘thisP= No, ' Sirs! while we revere the]
Memory of our gallant and virtuous - Anceftors,|
‘we never will furrender thofe glorious Privileges,|
for which. they fought,” bled, -and conquered,|
Admit that your Fleets would deftroy our. Towns, _
and" ravage*our Sca-coaﬁs; thefe are inconfidera-|
ble Objeds, Things: of fio. Moment, ‘to Men]
whofe Bofoms glow with the Ardour of Liberty:|
- We cam retire begond the Reach of your Navy,|
and without any fenfible. Diminution of the Ne-|
eeffaries of Life; enjoy a Luxury, which fromi

that Period you will \vant' THE LUXURY
OF -BEING FREE. :

‘We know the Force of your: Arms and was
it called forth in the Caufe of Juf’uce and your
Country, we mlght dread the Exertion. But
will Britons fight under the Banners of Tyranny)
Will they countera& the Labours, and dlfgrace
thc Vlé’tones of their AnceﬁOrsP Will they forgc

‘l"'h '_l"-'-H' 1* ‘- - :“'l. '




[ 9 ]

@hams for thc1r Poﬁ’erlty? If they defcend to-
this unworthy: ‘Tafk, . will their Swords retain
their'Edge, thelr Arms then' accuﬂ:omed Vlgour ?
Britons. can+ néver’. become . the* Inf’crurnents of
Oppreflion, till they lofe the. Spirit’ of F re""’f‘i""" om, '_
by WHICh alone they are. 1’1‘1V1n*c1ble

:Our *Enemies - charge us: vnth Sedltmn' 8 In
what does it confift?>Inour: Refufal to fubmit ‘to
unwarrantable - A"’ca of Injuﬁ‘lce 3nd Cruelty?"
If fo, thew . us.a: Period 1n.your Hlf’cory, lnf“
which you have not been: equally {feditious?
-We are accufed “of aiming at’ Independencc
But -how is this Accufation’ fupported? By the
Allegations of your Minifters, not by our Aétions.
—Abufed, infulted,: and contemned, what St‘eps
have we purfuud to obtain Redrefs? We have
carried our dutiful Petitions to the Throne —we
have applied to your Juftice for Relief, we have .
retrenched our Luxunry, and with-held our Trade. -

—The:Advantages of our Commercc were de-
ﬁgned as.a Compenfation for -your Proteéhon.,
‘When you ceafed to protedt, for What were we.
to comppnfate:’ . SRS o
"~ What has been the Succefs of our Endeavours?
The Clemency of our Sovereign is unhappily. d1—-
verted ; our Petitions are treated VVlth Indignity ;
our Prayels anfwered by Infults - Our Apphu-— ﬂ
tion to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the
nﬁlancholy Apprehenfion of your wantmcr- elther
the Will, or the Powers to affift 1 us..

Even: under thele Circumftances, what M..,a- .-
{ures-have we taken that bf-‘tmy a Dui'fe of Inde-

pcn ence ? IHave we'called in the Aid «f thsle
B ‘ fOz,ﬁlgn




fore:lgn Powers,- Who are the +Rivals of - youf'
Grandeur ? ~When 'your Troops: were few and-
defencelefs, did we take. Advantage of their Dif-
trefs.and expel them our Téwns? Or ‘have: we
permltted them to fortify, to receive: new Aid and .
to acquire additional Strength ? L e
Let not your Enemies and ours perfuade you,
 that i in this we were influenced by Fear,. or any
_ other unworthy Motive. "The Lives of Britons"
are fhll dear to us.-——-—They are the Children ‘of"
our Parents, an uninterrupted Intex:courfe of mu-~
tual Benefits had knit the: Bonds of Eriendfhip.
—When Hoﬁlhtles were commenced, when on
“a late Occafion we: were wantonly attacked by
your Troops, though we: repelled’ their Affaults,
anid returned their :Blows, yet we lamented the:
Wounds they: obhged us’ to.’'give; nor have we’
yet learned to rejou:e at a Vlc‘?cory over Enghfh-.l
men.. , R o *
As we Wlﬂ’l not to colour our A&lons, or: d1f-r
guife’ our Thoughts ‘we-thall-in the fimple Lan-
guage . of Truth,, avow “the Meafures we have
puriued and our future Defigns. .~ - .,
- When out -late” Pétition to the Throne. pro-—
.duced no other Effe@® than fréth Injuries,- and®
* Votes of ‘your Legiflature, r«calculated to juftify
every Sevellty, _ when your Fleets and your Ar-
- Iies, were. prepared to wreft from us our Pro-
perty; to. rob us of our Libetties or our Lives,
when the. hoflile " Attempts of General . Gage
evinced his Defigns, we levied Armies, for our
-_Securlty and Defence; when the Powers vefted:
in the Governor of: Canada, gave us Reafon to
| aoprehend

il gr iy
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“apprehend: Danger: from that. Q_artcr, and we
“had. frequcnt Intlmatlons, that a seruel and. fa-
vage Enemy was to be let lofe 1 uPon the defenc&-
lefs: Inhab1tants of our Frontzers, we took':fuch

Meafures as:Prudence diGtated, as.tNece{ﬁty will
Juf’afy ‘We poflefled ourfelvcs of  Crown-Point
and Tmnderooa. - Yet give us iLeave,wmoﬁ fo-
lemnly to: aﬁ’urc you, that we-have, notiyet loft
Sightof' the Object we: ‘have ever-had in-. Fiew.s.
‘a’Reconciliation. with youwon conftitutional Prine
ciples, and a: Reﬂ;oration of that frlendly Inter=:

courfe, which,. to the Advantage of both We;.‘
.ts;ll lately mamtamed i
‘The Inhabitants of thls Country apply t‘lem-t
felves cbleﬂy to. Agrlculture and. Comymereee—
As thew F athions and Manners are fithilar to
yours,, your Matkets muft afford them: the Conx
veniencies and Luxuries for which they: exchangq
the Produce of their Lab@urs The:Wealth: of
this extenﬁve Continent, . ce;nters with. you; “and
our Trade is. fo reorulated as to be fubférvient;
only to.your. Intezeﬂ You dre tgo reafonable to
expet that by Taxes (in Addition. to this) we.
thould contribuge .to your Expence,. to. believe, -

after dwertmg the Fountam that thc Streams can..
ﬂow with u;nana,ted F orce. -

It has been faid; that we mfufe to ﬁubmm to
zhe Reﬁrléhons on our” Commmce From
whence 'is-this Inference. drawn? Not from our
Words, we having repeatedly. declared the Cen-
trzu y,-‘and. we again profefs.our Submiiflion to the

feveral A&s: of Trade and Navwatlon, paffed be-..
rOn": the Year 176 3, trufting neverthelcfs in. the
Ba - | F(ll]lty
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Equxty and Jufhce of Parliament; that fuch cf'
them as ‘upon - cool ‘and- 1mpartlal Confideration
lﬂ'lall appear to have impofed unneceflary or griev-
ous Reftritions,. will, at -fome: happier Period,
be repealed or altered. “And we cheerfully con-
fent to the Operatlon of fuch A&s of the Britifh
Parhament as f{hall be reﬁramed to. the Regulat::.-
on of our: external Commerce. for the Purpofe
of fecunng the: commerc1al Advantages of the
whole Empire to. the Mother Country, and- the
commercial Beneﬁts of its. refpeéhve Members,:
excluding evéry Idea of Taxation internal or eX~
ternal, for raﬂmg a Revenue on the Subjeé‘cs 1n
Amerlca, without their Confent. ' -
Itis alledged that we contnbute nothmcr fo the
..,common Defence ; to: this we anfwer that the
-Advantages which- Great- Britain receives. from
‘the Monopoly of our Trade, far exceeds our Pro-.
:_portlon of the Expence neceflary for that Pur-
pofe. But fhould thefe Advantages ‘be 1nade-
- quate thereto, let the Reftritions on our Trade
be removed, and we: will cheerfully contribute
fuch Proporuon when conftitutionally required..
It 15 a fundamental Prmmple of thé Britifth
Con‘htutlon, that every Man thould have at
leaft a reprefentatwe Share in the Formation of
thofe: Laws by which he is bound.,. Were it
otherwife, the Regulatlon of our internal Police
by a Britith Parliament, who are, and ever will
be, unacquamted with our local = Circumitances,
muft be always inconvenient, -and frequently op-
preflive, working our, Wrong, without y1eld1ng
any pofﬁble Advamage to you. .
"A
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- A Plan of Accommodation (as it has been ab-
-furdly called) has been' propofed ‘by :your Mini--
fters to our refpeé’ave Aﬁcmblles. " ‘Were this
Propofal :free from every “other Objeétion; but
that which arifes from the Time of the ‘Offer; it
‘would not be unexceptlonable. . Can Men deli-
berate with the bayonet at their Breaf’c P Can‘they
treat with Freedom while their Towns aré facked;
‘when daily Inftances of Inju{hce ‘and Opprefli~
on, difturb the flower Operatlons of ‘Reafon "
If this Pmpofal 1s really fuch as you thould
:oﬁ"cr and we accept, why was it de]ayed till- the
Nation was put ‘to: ufelefs: ExPence, and we were
reduced to our prefent. melancholy Situation? If
1t holds forth nothing, why was it propofed un-
lefs’ indeed to deceive yau' into Behief that we
Were unwﬂlmg to liften to.any Terms of’ Ac-
‘commmodation. ? But what- is -{fubmitfed” to our
-Confideration 7 We contend for the lepofal of
our Property ; we are told that our Demand is
unreafonable, that our Affemblies may indeed
~collect our Mongy, but that they-muft: at the
fame time oer, not what. your: Exigencies or
‘ours, may requlre, but fo much as thall be deem-

“ed fufficient: to fatisfy- the Dehres of a Minifter,
and enable. him to provide for Favourites and De- -

pcndants , (A Recurrence to your own Treafury
will convince you how little of the Money al-
ready extorted from us'has been applied to the Re-
lief -of your Burthens.)’, To- {uppole that we
would. thus grafp the Shadow, and give up thc

Subftance, .is addmg Infult to-Injunies. -
We have neverthelefs again prefented an hum-

bie

i
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ble and dutiful Petition. to our Soverexg ;5 amd+ol
FEMOVE: 'every Imputauon of Obﬂmacy, have re_-h,.
«quefled " his -Majefty to .dire¢t fome Mode, by]
-which the ‘united Appl1cat10ns of his faithful §
. Colonifts may. be. improved into a happy and per-§
.manent Reconciliation. - We are willing to treat |
on fuch: Terms as-can alone render an Accomino- §
_dation lafting, and we flatter ourfelves, - that our |
-pacific Endeavours will be attended with a Re- |
" moval-of. the Troops, q Repeal of. thofe Laws,‘g
of the O peratmn of .which ‘we complain.on "the |
-one Part; and . a. Dﬁfolutlon of .our Army and |
commercial Affociations, on the other. -~ -}
*. Yet conclude not from this, that .we propofe
to furrender-our Property into the Hands of your
:Mlmf’cry, or velt your Palllament with a Power |
which may terminate in our DeéftruGtion. The |
“great Bulwarks of our Conttitution we have de- |
lired to maintain by every temperate,. by every |
-peaceable Means;: ‘but your Minifters. (equal |
"Foes to Britith:and American Freedom) have ad- |
~ded to. their former Oppreflions an Attempt to’
‘reduce us by the Sword to a bafe and abject Sub=-
miffion,  ‘On the Sword therefore are “we com-~
pelled ‘to: rely for Protection,—Should Vi&ory
declare in-your Favour, yet Men trained to Arms
-from their Infancy, and animated by, the I.6ve of

L1berty, will afford neither a cheap or ealy Con-~
-queft.  Of this at leaft 'we are aflured, . that our
*fbtruggle wﬂl be - glorious, our Suceefs certain,
“fince'even in Death we fhall find that Frecdomr

Whmh in Llfe yau forbld us to enjoy o
e . - . Let

/ s T
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Let s now afk what Advantages are: to att.end our’
Reduétion * the Trade of a ruined and defolate Country
s always inconfiderable; its Revenue trlﬂmg ; the Ex-'
pence of fubjeé’cmg and retalrnnO' it In SUbJC&IOH cer-
tain and.inevitable. - What then remaihs ‘but the Grati-?
fications of an ill judged Pride, or the Hope 6f render- -_
ing us fubférvient to Defigns on your Liiberty: -+ * 7 =

Soldlers ‘who' have “fhéathed: their’ _Swords 1 thc
Bowels of their American Brethren, v{nll ‘not draw -
them: w1th more Relu&ance acraln{’c youﬂ :“When too
late you may lament the Lofs of thit Fre dom which
we exhort you, while ftillin your Poier, to. preferve
 Onthe otherHand, fhould you prove unfuccefsful
fhould that Conne&:lon which we moft’ ardently w1fh
to maintain be dxﬁolved thould your ‘Minifters exhauft-
your Treafures ;~ wafte the Blood' of your Countrymen
In vain ACtempts on our Liberty;* do they not deliver
vou, weak and defencelefs, to your natural Enemies.?.

Slnce then your Liberty, muft be the Price of your.
Vi&ories 3 your ruin of your defeat : What bhnd Fa-

tality can urge you to a Pur fuxt deftructive of all that
Britons hold dear ?

[f you have no Regard to the Conne&:on that has
for Ages fubfifted between us; if yow have forgot the
Wounds we received fighting by your Side; tor the
Extenfion of the Empire; if our Commerce is:an ob-
Jet below your Confideration ; if Juftice and -Huma-
nity have loft their Influence on your Hearts, ftill Mo-
tives are hot wanting to excite your Indwnatlon at the
Meafures now purfued : Your Wealth your Hononr,_..
your Liiberty are at Stake.

NOf\vlth{tandmg the Diftrefs to. which we are re-
duced, we  fometimes forget our own Afflictions; to
anticipate and fympathrze n yours. ‘We grieve thar

rath and inconfiderafe Councils fhould prcc:pltate the
Deftruction of an Empire, which has been the Envy
and Admzratzon of Age | And call God to Witnefs !
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that we. wguld art . er.h; out” Property, ‘€ndanger our

- i - ‘1—1 J " b ! .: -

Lives, and: ;;fag:'rlﬁcc; ‘every Thing but leertjz""'*to re-
| dcem yourruml, . oo o wiooon 0 L T
A Cloud l_mngs over your. Heads and ours ; ¢er this

rcachcs you, it ma probably burlt upon -us,; let
- us then (before: thei, Remembrdncc of former Kindnefs
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is obliterated) once more repeat thoie Appellations

-

‘which are ever:grateful in ¢

- o

Heaven to aver
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ur Eals. Let us ‘entreat

't our ruin, and the Deftry&ion - that
riends, Brethren - and Countrymen, .on

v 1

‘ hreatens our
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the other Side.of the Adlantic. -~~~
R _By O:i'der of theCongrefs, =~ = .
- i JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident, .
- Attefted. by L e e

HARLES" HOMPSON, Sccretary, .~
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