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‘The Succefs of the Gofpel, through the M-
Sration of weak and finful Men 3 a Proof of

the Power, Wifdomand Goodnefs of GOD.
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I COR. . 4.
But we bave this Treafure in earthen Vellels, that the
'~ Excellency of the Power may be of GOD, mgd 1ot

- of us,

. !
In ConnecTION With

EXOD. xx. 19,
And they faid unto Moles, [peak thou with us, and we
awill heary, bus let not GO D [peak with us left we die.

of Mankind furnifhed themfelves with a

fatal Reafon, for flying from the Prefence
of the Lorp Gop, and for attempting to conceal

their Shame amidft the Trees of the Garden,

E V ER fince the Day, that the firft Parents

every perfonal and immediate Approach of the

Deity has been an Objett of Terrour to them,
and their finful Pofterity,

A2 . Frar



( 4 )

Fezar continually prefles hard upon the Foot-
fteps of Guilt; and what we fear, we naturally
fhun : Hence we fhould keep at a perpetual Dif-
tance from Gopo, did not his Power compel, his
Juftice drag, or his Mercy allure us into his Pre-
fence. — The Appearance of the Moft High, as
a righteous Judge and omnipotent Avenger, were
certain and fwift Deftruétion to the gullty And
{o fearful is the Breach which Sin has made be-

tween Gop and Man, fo alanmng are the Suggef-
tions of an awakened Confcience, that éven the
gentle Intimations of Pity and Love, if difplayed
In native, celeftial Majefty, muft dazzle the. feeble

Eve, and ftun the trembhnw Ear of confmous
Dement

Whazn therefore, the Father of Mercies was
plcaﬁ:d on {pecial Occafions, to reveal his Grace.
to the Chlldren of Men, the Voice of the Eternal
did not rend the Vault of Heaven, and fhake rhe |
Pillars of the Earth’; nor de even one of the
fiaming Minifters defeend from before the Throne
cf Gop, and proclalm to an aftonithed World
by the Trumpet of Jehm ah, the wonderful
T1d1ngs of * «Peace on Ea'th and good Wil to

\’Ierx ? but 1n Condeicenﬁon to human We kw

* Leke 1, 14,
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( 8)
nefs, and in Commiferation of human Woe, the
Gob of Confolation, * * at {fundry Times, and in
“ divers Manners, fpake unto the Fathers by

¢ the Prophets ». He fpake to ﬁnful Creatutes,
by Mén of like Paffionswith thcmfelves —by their

fellow Sinners. When Ang&ls were fent to convey
the Will of Gop to Mankmd they affumed the

Robes of Meeknefs, and fpake in the Languagc
of Sympathy and E nendﬂup

Anp when at length, 1n the Depth of infinite
W1fdom, and in the Riches of Free Grace, Gop

thoughe it good to addrefs himfelf to his fallen
Creatures, + “ by his Son—the Brightnefs of

“ his Glory, and the exPrefs Image of his Per-
“fon” 1 ¢ The Word was made Flgh, and
“ dwelt among us :” When the Prince of Peace
vouchfafed to come for our Salvatlon § ¢ Verlly

“ he took not on him the Naturc of Anﬂcls, but
“ he took on him the Seed of Abrabam.”— He
becarne Man, that without infpiring Tf:rrf.)ur,Il he-
mlcrht conveife with Men, and in Accents of
their own, gently pcrfuadc them of the tcndcr

Merc;les of GOD and win them to Heaven —_—

The Perfons cmployed as mmlftrmg Sf:rvants te'

% Heb. i. 1. + Heb. 1. 2, 3.
3 John 1, 14 & Hgb. ii. 10,
1 L r R Yo

his
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kis great Deficn, to declare the Doltrine of Re-
conciliation, to preach among the Gentiles the
unfearchable Riches of Cbriff, to point out the
Way to eternal Life, were fuch as needed all the
Bleffings of that Gofpel, which they preached to
cthers: The precious Treafure was committed to
eartnen Veflcls, that the Excellency of the Power
rugit be of Gop. Such has been the State of
Chriftianity 1n every.Age; {uch it 1s at this Day,
and thus 1t 1s evidently defigned to continue to
the End of the World,

T'sE Language of the Text is beautifully
ngurative, and conveys this Idea: The Difpenfa-
t.on of the Gofpel of Peace, the moft valuable
Pofieflion conferred by Gop upon Mankind, is
put 1nto the Hands of weak and fallible Men,
tnat 1ts Succeis may appear to flow, not from the
Abuliry or Skill of the Difpenfer, but from its
own 1ntrinfic Worth and Impqrtance, and from
the irrefiftible Power of its great Author : —It is
like a Treafure of Gold laid up ip an “earthen
Pot, or a precious Jewe] depoﬁﬁéd in a rough
Cafket; thofe valuable Comﬁoditi_&s commumi-
cate a Dignity and Value to that which contajns
them, but can derive none {rom the Connection :
The Velfel may be broken in Picces, the Cafket

th rown
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thrown as a worthlefs Thing away, - and yet the
Treafure retain its full Weight, and the Gem
{parkle in all its native Luftre.

It 13 my Defign, upon this Occdfion, in the
humble Hope of Divine Affiftance, to confider
the prefent’ State of the Gofpel Miniftry and of
the Chriftian Church, 1n this particular Point of
View, as an Evidence of the Wiidom and Good~
nefs of Providence, that we may be together led
to the grateful and devout Acknowledgment of
it, and to an entire Dependance upon that Al-

mighty Power, which alone can render the Means
of Grace effettual.

HowevEr the Matter may appear upon a firft,
and to a fuperficial Obfervation ; though it might
be apprehended that Perfection of moral Charaer,
and a higher Order of Talents thould have been
joined to the Miniftration of a pure and perfet:
‘Religion ; by attending more clofely, we fhall
find that the great Ends which Gob evidently has
in View, in the Gofpel of his Son, are moft
cffeCtually accomplifhed by that Mode of Difpen-
fation which we fee he has eftablifhed. — Without
infifting on the general Propefition, that whatever

o infinite
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infinite Wifdom has determined, 1s certafn]?.

beft, the Propriety of the prefent Eftablifh-

ment of Things in the Chriftian Church, accord-
ing to the Apoftle’s Idea in the Text, will appear,
whether we confider it as refpelting the Minifters

of the Galpel themlelves ; or thofe:to whom it 15
difpenfed; or Him, whofe Meflage the Gafpel is,
and on whofe Blefling all .ats Efficacy -depends.
And

- 1. Gop has appointed the Gofpel to be

preached by Men, .to Men, for the Sake.of the
Munfters of 1t

Onze of the moft infallible Methods of ace
quiring Knowledge of any Kind, is to .cammu-
nicate that which we already poflefs, -to others-:
While we teach, we neceffarily learn.; while we
frudy che Illumination of qur Hearers, the Dark-
nefs of -our-own Minds is thereby.difpelled. At
thou called then, my Brother, <o -Ehe‘Work.q-f
the Miniftry, to be * < a Guide.of -the Blind, a
“ Laght of :them which are in Darknefs, .an In-
“ {truttor of the foolith, 2 Teacher.of Babes,”
%0 lead Men:to the Knowledge-of the Truth, that

® Rom, ii. 19, z0.

they
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they may be faved? By that Call; in whateves
Manner conveyed, thou art invited, in the moft
affe@ting Terms, to ftudy the Truth as it 14

J¢fus upon thy own Account; to underftand and
feel for thyfclf what thou wouldft with others to

underftand and feel through thy Means. To
all the Motives, towards the Purfuit of that
Wifdom which is from above, and which maketh
wife unto Salvation; in common to thee with
othet Men; an additional and 2 {’crlklng one atifes
out of thy particular Office and Profeffion; The
oreat Head of the Church, the greit Fountain
of Ligh_t hgs left thee no Choice here, but has
laid thee under a gracious and gentle Neceflity of
bemg acquainited with the glorious Myftery of
Godlinefs, that is, with the Thlngs which be-

' long to thy everlafting Peace.— Many may, and
do perifh through'lack of Knowledge; but Gop
has mercifully {ecured thee on this Side; and
canft thou but account this as an additional In-
ftance of his Goodnefs; and an additional Claim
upon thy Gratitude and Love?

Acarn, it i1s evident that He who would
have the Gofpel preached to every Creature, and
its Benefits univerfally diffufed, muft have "in-

B tended,
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tended,: that thofe who were to cénvey fuch inefti-
mable Bleﬂéngs to the World fhould themlelves
libef’ally partake thereof. It was 2 Law, worthy
of the bountiful and mercifully confiderate Pa-
reit ¢f the Univerfe, who preferveth Man and
Beaft, # ¢ Thou fhall not muzzle the Ox, when
¢ he treadeth out the Corn.” 4 ¢ Doth (_:101.}
“ take care for Oxen?” And are not ye of much
more Value than many of thofe? Will he, who
has fent us to difpenfe to the poor and neédy, of
the Fulnefs which is treafured up in Chrif, forbid
us to take a Supply for our own Neceffities?
Will he, who is pleafed tc employ us, in direéting
his People to the heavenly Canaan, obftruct the
Paffage acainft ourfelves, and fay, but as for
vou, ye fhall in no wife enter therein? Shall the
Steward ftarve, while he feeds the Houfhold with
Bread ? Surf:]y-not. The Apoftle of the Gentiles
could, from his own {weet Experience, bear Tefti-

mony to the Grace of Gob in this Refpelt:
T “ The Gop of all Comfort, {ays he, com-

-
¢“ forteth us in all our Tribulation, that we may
““ be zble to comfort them which are 1n any
LC

Trouble, by the Comfort wherewith we our-

¢ {elves are comforted of Gop,” The Treafure

® Deuto xxv. 2. ¢ 1 Cor. ix. 9. 1 2Cor. 1. 3, 4.
committed
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committed to the Minifters of the Gofpel is not
the Hoard of a Mifer, only to be looked at, and
reckoned over ; - but the rich and the continually -
abounding Store of the bountiful Proprietor of all
Things, which grows by Communication, and
whofe Ufe is its Increafe,—How often has it/

been found, that the neceffary Intercourfe betwixt
Minifters and the afftiéted, tempted, defponding
Children of Gop, hath, through the divine
Blefling, proved the Means of alleviating the
Diftrefles, of {fubduing the Temptations, of re-
.moving. the Doubts, of healing the painful
Wounds . of the former as well as of the latter,
of conveyipg Peace and Joy to the Minifter, as
well as to them among whom he minifters #-—
And befides, by converfing with Men in all the
Varieties ,of -Situation in human Life, and in
Religion, the Teachers of Chriftianity may be,
and often are led to the Di{covery and the Im-
provement of many important Particulars in
their own Characters and Conduct, which they
had not attended to before, and which, but for
their Office, they had not found out, till the
Seafon of profiting had been loft.

B 2 FarTHER,
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FARTHER, it is meet that the Gofpel Tteaﬁ:_r;q
fhould be in earthen Veflels, not only for the
Purpofes of extending the Knowledge, and of
promoting the Edification and Comfort of Mini-
fters, but alfo, in order to form their Tempers,
to imprefs their CharaCters, and to regulate their
Behaviour into the Similitude of their divine
Mafter, the meek and lowly Fefus. The grand
and comprehenfive Alm ‘+0f Chriftianity is to
teach Men Humility, For this End, * « Cbrz'ﬁ
“ humbled himfelf, and became of no Reputa-:
tion”; for this End, he would have his Golpel
preached by fuch as, in this Refpect, bore fome
Refemblance to himfelf ;- and for this End, he
turnithed his miniftring Servants with evéry Arf
gument to exemplify and to inculcate Hﬁmility‘
‘Their Name, their Office, their perfonal Cha-
racters, their Relation to the blefled Fefus, and
above all his Example, call upon them, w1th
one Voice, to be law]y in Heart, that they may
teach the World to be humble The letlnétlons
which prevail among Men upon Earth are calcu-
lated to feed the Pride and Vanity of the diftin-
guifhed, and the Badges of Superiofitj are care-

rully contrived to conceal or efface, as much as

* Phil. iL. 2.
- | poflible,
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pofiible, every Thing meéan and morl:lfying I
the Condition of him who wears them ;- but this

Order I quite rebérfed in Chiiff's thgdmﬁ- .
oné of the great and fundamental LaWs of ity

Conﬁltutmﬁ runs thus, “ Whofbever will be.
¢ great among you, let him be your thffer 3
« and whofoever will be chief atfiong you, " let
““ him be your Servant: Eveh as the'Son of Man

“ came not to be mlmﬂzred unto, but to ml-
¢ pifter.”—To tife¢ in any ngdom is ‘to

approach towdrds thé §0vcrc1gn, dnct to refemble
h1m From the Natute of Chriff’s ngdem then;:

and the Charalet of him who fits upon the

Throne of it, to be advanced there, is to dcfccnd-*
£o acquirt Dlﬂ'mty, 15 "t0 - gmw in Humility 5

be quahﬁed for a Statmn near -the Prince is to!
poiTefs a “meek and quiet Spirit; t6 be honour-
able inl the Sight of Gop and Angels; to be'
fitted for the Society of jult Mén made perfe ;-
to €njoy 1;1ward Compofure=-is to be poor in:
Spirit, ‘fbf that is to inherit the Kingdom o_f
Heaven; “When this is confidered; it is Matter-
of Joy, that the Gofpe] Treafure is committed-
to earthen Vrﬂéls—-to Men ‘whofe Employmcnts
and whofe Hopes are an habitual Exhortation to
;the Study and P‘r'a&ice of Humility ; and befides,

f Matt, xx, 26; 279 ZSr
| | whofe
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wehofe own Minds will {uggeft many private and.
perfonal Reafons to the fame Effeét. —It1s happy

tor the World, for the Church, and for the Par-
ties themfelves, that if Minifters will be proud,
peevith or felf-fufficient, it fhall not be throngh

Want of Arguments to the contrary, Arguments,
in which confcious Frailty, without much Ex-

pence of Thought, will inftruct them.

- AworHir ufeful and important Ingredient, in
tae Charalter of a Gofpel Minifter, is furnifhed
from the fame Store, namely a humane, com-
paffionate and patient Difpofition. The beft
Teachers in any A#t or Science are thofe who
arrive at Excellency, through much Pain and
Iabour; a quick and penetrating Genius can
hardly form apy Notion of a flow Capacity, and
with Difficulty accommodates himfelf to the
Progrefs of fuch; whereas, one, who recollects
that his own Dulnefs often tried the Patience and
Temper of his Teacher, muft be both in the
Habit, and under the Inclination of {heﬁv'ing
Lenity and :l"_‘en‘dkern‘e_ﬁ, towards thofe who learn
e hum,

A Prysiciang



( 15 )

A Puvysician, who has never kiiown Patn and
Sicknefs himfelf, wants at leaft one important
Auxihary to Skill, and.one wrefiftible Recom-
mendation to his Patient— One ufeful Quality,
which Experience only can beftow upon him . it
i¢ an amiable View of the great Phyfician of
Souls, in this Refpe®, with which the Apoftle
prefents us : * ¢ In all Things it behoved him,
“ to be made like unto his Brethren; that he
« might be a merciful and faithful High-prieft, 1n
“-Things pertaining to Gop, to make Reconci-
“ liation for the Sins of the People ; for in that,
“ he himfelf hath fuffered’ being tempted, he is
““ able to fuccour them that are tempted.” Again,
+ « For we have not an High-prieft who cannot
“ be touched with the Feelings of our Infirmi-
¢ tiess- but was in all Points tempted like' as
“ we are, without Sin.”— Providence has for
the fame Reafon wifely and gracioufly ordered it,
that Priefts and Minifters, taken from among
Men, fhould have heart-felt Motives to pity the
ignorant, the weak; the miferable; they are

1 ordained for Men, in Things pertaining to

* Xeb, 1. 17518, 1 Feb. 1v. 15, 1 Heb. v. 1, 2,

“ Gop,
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e Gop, to have Compaflion on the ignorant, ancl
«« on them that are out of the Way, for that

< they themfelves aifo are compafled with Infit-
“ mity.”

I HavE reckoned this among the Advan-
tages of a Minifter’s Situation; for though a
feeling Heart be often a Source of the acureft
Anguifh, and of the moft overwhelming Diftrefs,
which a {elfifh Mind is always ftudious to avoid,
yet there 1s 2 Decency, .there 1s 4 Dignity 1n 1t,
which conftitute the pobleft Chara&eriftick .of
Humanity ; while it confers upon its Poffeffor
the moft laudable, and the moft advantageous
Afcendant towards the fuccefsful Difcharge of his
Dutv; it beftows the jufteft Tile toConfidence;
1t brings all 2 Minifter’s other Talents into the
Way of therr fulleft and moft promifing Exertion;
it leads by the fhorreft and the {afeft Road to
extenfive Utility. — The tender-hearted will bear
me out, if 1 add, that, in the very Paroxy{ms of
{ympathetick Woe, there 1s a Joy which the {felfith
are niot honoured to tafte, with which the Stranger
muit not afpire to intermeddle : And this painful
Senfibility, at worlt, is more than compenfated to
the Man who lives not for him{elf merelj, by the
cehightful Employment of 1t, in removing what

gave
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cave it Exiftence — thi Mifety of others, 1

now proceed

II. To confider, for what Reafons, in the Wif-
dom of Gobo, the Gofpel is difpenfed by the
Hands of frail and imperfeét Men, as thofe Rea~
fons affec the Perfons o whom the Word of this
Salvation is fent, or rather, as they affeét their
joint Interefts and mutual Relations, for thefe are

fo blended as to render a Separation of them
impofiible,

Tue Addrefs -of the Children of Ifael . to
Mofes, which we have read, affords one very -
obvious and -ftriking Reafon. A Difpenfation
coming immediately from Gop, was clothed in
too many awful Circumiftances, to admit of Re-
colletion and Compofure: Though the chofen
Tribes had every Encouragement to believe that -
the glorious Febovab was peculiarly propitious to
them, and had promulgated his Law not in
Anger, but in Kindnefs; yet they could not
{fupport “the Enunciation of it from his own
Lipss And had you, Chriftians, ftood with
them, trembling under the Terrours of Mount

C -‘ Sinai;
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Siiciy had you heard the Thunderings, and feen
the Lichtenings; the Noife of tlie Trumpet
refounding from Rock to Rock, the Mountan
imoking and quaking, and the Voice of Gobp
himflf burfting through the thick Cloud that
veiled his Glory; you would, doubtlefs, have been
difpofed, with them, to remove and ftand far off,
“and to join in their Requeft, “ let not Gop {peak
¢t with us, left we dic”—for . “ fo terrible was the
 Sight, that Mofes himfelf faid, 1 exceedingly fear
« and quake.” The Appearance of the Almighty
unto Elijab in Horeb, recorded 1 Kings xix. 11, 12.
s another inftruétive and ftriking Illuftration to
this Purpofe, while at the fame Time, it beaui-
fully points out the Difference between the legal
Dilpenfation and the evangelicaly. the ternify-
ing Solemnity of the one, the Mildnefs and
“ And behold the
¢ Lord paffed by, and a great and ftrong Wind
¢ rent the Mountains, and brake ins Pieces the
“* Rocks before the Lord: But the Lord was
“ pot 1n the Yma.”’—Ele, how could a frail,
finful Mortal have {upported his Prefence ?
-« And after the Wind an Earthquake ; but the
““ Lord was not in the Earthquake: And after
“ the Earthquake a Fire; but the Lord was not

Genticnels cf the other

1 Heb. xi1. 21,
“ In
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“ In the Fire:” The Glory of Gop, thus mani-

fefted, was too much for even an Elijab to bear :
What then? ¢ And after the Fire, a ftill fmali
“ Yoice:” This at length encouraged the Pro-
phet to attend, and to approach towards the
Entrance of the Cave, though not without
wrapping his Face in his Mantle, that he might
hear what Gop the Lord would fay, in a Voice

to which he could Iiften without Aftomifhment. —
And it is thus, that our merciful heavenly Fa--
ther deals with us in the - Gofpel of his Son; he
fpeaks to us 1n a ftull fmall Voice? — the Words,
the Accents are thofe of aMan to his Friend;

fearful, trembling Sinners are invited to the
‘Throne of Grace, in Language which, they un-
derftand; and which diffipates, not confirms their

Apprehenfions.

‘Tre Miniftration even of Angels, {uperiour,
though created Intelligences, were unfuitable 1o
the prefent weak, deprefled State of Humanity ;
for not to mention the Terrour infﬁired by the

Appearances of thofe exalted Beings, under a
Difpenfation calculated to difplay, chiefly, the

Majefty of the divine Power, Holinefs and Juf-
tice; we find that, under the gentler Reign of

Grace and Mercy, the Prefehce of an Angel
C 2 | was
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wzs an Obje&t of Fear, to the beft- of Men, as
well as to the bold and guiley. * * For Fear of
“ him, who attended upon the Refurrection of
“ the Lord Fefus, the Keepers did thake, and
‘“ became as dead Men ;> this is not much to be
wondered at ; but Zacharias himfelf, though em-
ployed in the moft folemn religious Service, ln
Obedience to the exprefs Appointment of Gob;
ehough accuftomed to make folitary Approgcheé
to the moft folemn and fecret-Recefles of the
Temple, and frec from the Horrours which an
ill Confcience excites in the guilty Soul; jreﬁ
+ “ when he faw the Angel of the Lord ftand-
“ ing on the right Side of the Altar of Incenfe,
“ he was troubled, and Fear fell upon him.” At
the Sight of him who announced the Nativity of

our Lord, the Qbepheru:ls of Betblebem were ¢ fore
* afraid”

No Pamﬂﬂ unhmaes the Mind more than

Fear; dd’eraces the &ttenuon mlfreprefents
the Obwece, overwhelms the Underftanding, and
renders the Performance of a reafonable S..rvicé
utterly 1mpofiible ; "1t 1s therefore inconfiftent
with a Worthip to be rendered in Spirit and in
Truth, fuch as the Father of Spirits requires,

*Matomevit, g, dLeked, 11,12, 1 Lukeid. g

¢ We
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We are not then invited to ity and aflifted: in
it, by, Creatures whofe Nature is fuperiour 'to
our pwn— by finlefs and perfe& Beings; becaufe
thclr Devotion, howcvcr clevated and intenfe
their Zeal, however fc}'ventl, their Love, however
Pure;' their Capacity, however enlarged; -their
Labours however executive and affiduons,, could
be no Examples of, no Incentives to ours; The
Advantages which: they poﬁ'efs in thefe very:
Refpects,. would prove the Means of ‘damping,
of difcouraging, of. intimidating us. Tt is_the
evident Defign of the gracious Author of the
Chrlﬂ:lan lepcnfauon to draw Men to himfelf
+ ¢ with C{ords of a Man, with Bands of Love,”

:and t-herefore*Mn are employed in this bepevolent,

this h0pe-1nfp1rmﬂ Serwce

t v g
| .

As 1t is the gracious Intention of Gop, that
his People ihould not be terrified in- receiving

the Proclamations of his Love, by the Dignity
and the Diftance of the Pcrfons fent on this |
Errand fo, by chooﬁng his Meflengers from
amonn'f‘c the frall the ﬁnful and the mlff:rable,
he has wifely cut off all Occafion of their ex-
alting an’ undue Refpe& and f0rb1dden the

World, more than by an cxPrcfs Interdi&ion,
to yleld them Reverence on thelr own Account

-I-HOI' X1, 4.
Nothma
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Nothing about them cha]léngcs Veneratic” 33+
thing is peculiarly eftimable, except 1t ba—ﬂqc
Office which they bear, and the Meflage which
tney bring. |

THerE is a well-known Propenfity i F{uman
Nature, to transfer the-Attention ductaga ufesul
and.important Piece of Intelligence, @3_11 eafy,
and feemingly excufable Tranfition, tc e Perlon
of him who deliversit; at leaft to fh:r+ ths Re-
fpeét between them: And it is as natural for
thofe who are intrufted with any weighty and
honourable Commiffion, to take State upon 1,
and to expe&t Submiffion and Regard on their
{eparate Score; and thefe Propenfities, a&ting

upon and aiding each other, have filled even the
Chriftian World with Idols and Idolaters. But

it 1s alfo obfervable, that when an Attempt was
mzce to deify a Chriftian Mmlfter a Claim of
Infallibility was advanced in his Behalf; the
carthen Pitcher was by a Kind of Magn:k trani-
muted into 2 Vafe of Gold; for fo long as it
¢nfibly retained the bale anc:fl.‘ contemptible Qua-
hities of the former, it was 1mpoffible, with all
the natural Bias of the human Heart towards
Ldclatry, to erect an Altar unto it, - It is no lefs

obfervable,
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obfervable, however, in Oppofition to this, that
the nearer we approach to the pure Times of
Chriftianity, and the higher that we mount on
the Scale of apoftolick and angelical Perfection,
- with the greater Firmnels, and Abhorrence do
we find all improper Refpett difclaimed and re-
jected. * ¢ See thou do it not,” faid the Angel
to f;“'afm,' when he would have fallen down to
worthip before his Feet, upon being fhown the
Glories of the New Ferufalem, ¢ for I am thy
*“ Fellow-Servant, and of. tHy Brethren the Pro-
‘¢ phets, and of them which keep the Sayings
« of this Book; worthip Gob.” When Paul,
and Barnebas, difcovered in'the Inhabitants of
Lyfira, an Intention to render them the Homage
pad to Deity, in the Belief that they were fupe-
riour to Mortals, + ¢ they .rent their Clothes,
“ and ran in among the People, crying out and
*“ faying, Sirs, why do you thefe Things? we
““ alfo are Men of like Paffions with you, and
“ preach unto you, that ye thould turn from thefe
“ Vanities, unto the Living Gop” ~and fo re-
ftrained the People. When Cornelius met, Peter,
and fell down at his Feet and worfhipped him,
Peter took him up, faying, 1 ¢ Stand up, I
* Rev. xxil. 9. T Alls xiv, 14, 13.

1 A&s Xe-25, 20,
‘“ myfelf
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“ myfélf o1fo am a Man.” — But what Occafion
is there, it may be afked, for making thefe Re-
marks, in the prefent State of Things? Thefe,

{urely, are not the Times, nor is this the Land
of idolizing the Priefthood; of confecrating Altars

to the Minifters of the defpifed Galilear ; of 1m-
plicit Faith and blind Attachment.— And can
you indeed believe, Sirs, that it was never faid
except by the Corintiians, and Seventeen Hundred
Years ago, ¥ ¢ I am of Paxl, and I of Apollss,
““ and I of Cephas, and I of Chrif.> Does the

Bithop of Rosme alone lay Claim to Supremacy

and Infallibility ? Or is Prelacy peculiar to the
Church of England 2 Did there never exift in the

Church but one 1  Diotrepbes,” never but one,
“ who loved to have the Pre-eminence?” Do
Prefbvterizn Parity, and the levelling Hand of
Independency always reprefs the lofty Pretenfions
of arrogant Individuals, and prevent the People
from I having' Mens Perfons in Admira-
¢ tion?”— Alas, my Friends! it 1s not a Syftem
that will check the Ufurpations of Pride and
Ambition : It is not a Form of Church Govern-
ment that will fertle the Difpute between thg -

juft Demands of a righteous Gop and the Paf-

*1Cer, 1 12, f3 Johng, 1 Jude16.
{ions
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fions and worldly Interefts of Men; or between
the oppoﬁte and difcordant Claims of Men upon
one another : There have been, there are, and
there will be, till human Nature be throughly

purged of its Drofs, Men of all Perfuafions ready
to afk, and to yield what belongs to no Man
| whatfnever When thePeople are intelligent, a Re-
qmﬁtlon of perfonal Regard, in whatever Manner
advanced 1S alwa}s fure to defeat itfelf, and to
meet mth deferved Contempt and when it is
othermfe, when Men will fall down to Gods of
their own raifing, “it is mfely and well ordered
that the Idolatry fhould expofe its own Folly and

Abfurdlty In this Procefs; Men act, as they
often rcafon—-—-m a Clrcle deﬁcrmng, covetous

and amb1t1ous Priefts ~worfhip and exalt the
People ; that the People, in -their Turd, may

elevate and fupport them ; and botli are equally
repugnant to the Wifdom that is from above,
which hds committed this Treafure to. earthen
Veficls, that * < Nonc may think of himfelf
& more l_lighlyk than he ought to think, but to

““ think foberly; according as Gop hath dealt to
“ every Man the Meafure of Faith.”

* Rom: xil. 3.

D T s
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Tut Extreme, oppofite to fuperftitious Homage
and Veneration, Is likewife guarded againft, by
this wife Eftablifhment of the Chriftian Church —
though the Minifters of it derive no Title to
exercife Autherty, or to demand Refpett as Men,
from their facred Office, yet on the other
Hand, that very Office ought to be a full Secu-
rity azainft Infult and Difrefpe&. The Bearer of
¢ven an unwelcome Mefface ought not in Re::iforr
to be mal-treated ; for the Offence, if" there be
any, comes not from ]'tlim, but from his Em-
ployer—the brittle Phial which contains a pre-
cious Elixir mu{t not be: handled rudely, left, in
crufning 1t, the Medicine pertth. This has an
evident Refpect both to Minifters and People ;
the former, in the Perfuafion that they are af:—
pointed of Providence to convey the beft of
Tidings to Mankind, chearfully ccmmit the Care
of their Perfons and of all their temnoral Con-
cerns to that Providence, and under if, to the
Tendernels and Afie&tion of thofe who partake
ot the {piritual Blefiings which they difpenfe :
The People azain, in the Perfons of their Mini-
fters, have continually before their Eyes an
Object whereon to exercife fome of the worthieft
Principles of their Nature—Gentlenefs, Sym-

pathy,



(27 )
pathy, Benevolence, Kindnefs. For what Picture,
I befeech you, does a Minifter of the Gofpel
prefent to the World ? — he prefents to us a Man
loaded with all the Infirmities, and liable to all
the Diftrelfes incident to Humanity, with -the
additional Weight, peculiar to himifelf, of a
MOIMENtOus Charge, 'intrﬂﬂfed to him by -Gon,
in the certain 'Prdfpé& of rendering a (trict Ac-
count of 1t; conf’cramed to -ftand daily at the
Bar of any one who may be pleafed to fit in

Judgment upon him, and uncertain when he
may be called to appear .before the more tre:
mendeus Tribunal .of the great Judgse of all:
A Man, who has voluntarily refigned the great,

and the gainful Walks of Life, and the Means .
of whofe very Subfiftence, in many Inftances,

depend .on -the -Gooed-Will of others: A Man,
whofe-Profeffion has obfirufted to -him moft of
the ufual Avenues leading to Fame and to For-
tune, -and-whofe Spirit thould abhor every ind-

re@t Road to.either: .\A Man, whe has under-
taken, not an eafy and commodious Employment,

but a Truft full of Care, of Anxiety, of Danger. —
In fuch Circumftances, are not the Injun&ions
of Scrlpture, concerning the Treatment of the
Chriftian Miniftry, at the fame Time elfo, the

D2 Con-
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Conclufions of Reafon, the Dictates of Confci-
ence, the Obligations of Gratitude, .and the
gentle Calls of Senfibility ? # ¢« To know them
¢ which labour among you, and are over you in
« the Lord, and admonith you; and to efteem
< them very highly in Love for their Works
< Sake.” If there be !:her_laa_nty Virtue, if any
Pratfe 1n employing énd exerting the nobleft and
beft Principles, of which the human Mlnd IS

{ufceptible, you have Reafon to blefs GOD, that

he has furnifhed the Occaﬁon, and fpread the
Field for fuch Exertion, by the Manner in which,
and the Charatter and Situation of the Perfons by
whom the Gofpel is d:ipenfed It remains, that
we confider B

III. Tuar great and weighty Reafon which 1s

urged by the Apoftle in the Text, Why the
all-wife Gop has thoucrht ﬁt to {fend his Gofpel
to the Children of Men, by the Hands of theu'

frail and finful Brethren, it is < that the Excel-
¢ lency of the Power may be of Gon, and

““ not of us. ”—“ The Ezcellmgv of the Power;”

its Superiority to every Thing human or created.
The Eﬁl& to be produced by Inf’cruments fq

> 1 Thell. v, 12, 13,
weak,
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weak, muit be fo great and aﬁonifhiné, as to con-
i’cfain the Beholder to transfer the Praife from the
vifible to the invifible Agent; from the feeble
Creatureto the omnipotent Creator, who has givcn
‘ ;f}mh Power unto Men. |

THe Apoftle, in the preceding Part of this
Chapter, had been conﬁdeﬁng * <« the Know-
¢ ledge of Gop” under the Idea of Light fhining
out of Darknefs: This Light was difpldyed atfirft
n mendlan Brightnefs, in the Perfon of his Sen,
“ 1n the Face of Fefus Chriff.”” — After, and under
him, it was tranfmitted through a more obfcure
Medium, the Miniftry of his Apoftles; —but
~even then, its Rays were fo quick and penetrating
as fully to evince its divine Original, and to
fatisfy every impartial Obferver, that it was
indeéd an Emanation from the pure Source of
eternal and uncreated Light: In %efus, the World
-t ¢ beheld the Glory of the only begotten of the
¢ Father, full of Grace and Truth,” native,
underived Splendour ;3 but we have this Treafure
in carthen Veflels; the Glory is one, the Foun-
tain of it one—its Effett conftant and uni-
form-—the End ftill one and the fame; the Me-

!

$ 2 Cor. v. 4, 6. + Jo. 1. 14.
dium
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dium of Tranfmiflion alone differs. In Chriff,
all Fulnefs was pleafea to dwell; to hin the
Spirit was given without Meafure; and from
that inexhauftible Fulnefs, which is treafured up
in him, do all his miniftring Servants, whether
Angels or Men, receive continual-Supplies of .

Grace for Grace, according as they need, and he - |

15 plealed to communicate,

Tu: gramd, combined Syftem of Nature, of
Providence and of Grace, is evidently haftening
to one great Confummation, a peneral and full
Manifeftation of the Glory of the great Lord of
zll. Into this vaft'Ocean, the various and-mnu-
saerable Inftruments, ‘employcgl' by his {overcign
iiand, are prefiing forwaras to empty their feveral
inele Urns: # ¢« The Kings of the Earth,” to
ufe the lofty Language.of Revelation, * do bring
« their Glory and Honour into it, and the Na-
¢ tions of them that are faved fhall walk .in the
¢ Light of it;” that Gop may be all in all, that
every Thing glorious and excellent in the Crea-
ture may be finally refolved into that, by which

and for which the -Univerfe was brought inta
Exiftence —the Glory of the Creator. Every

* Rev, 2 24
Attempt
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Attempt to fubvert this Otder, or to fruftrate
this End, muft be highly difpleafing to that Gop
who is jealous of his Honour, who will neither
refign it, nor fuffer it to be taken away from him 3
and who has actordlngly fo fettled the Govern-
meént, both of the natural and moral Worlds, as
moft effeCtually to prevent the- afcnbmcr to any
other, what is due to him alone: And pafticu=
larly, the Adminiftration of Gop’ sKlngdom of
Grace is fo contrived as to render an Alienation,
or a Partition of Praife, 1mpra&.1cable qnd abi'urd'
* « For after tha.t in the Wifdom of G{m, the
« World by Wifdom knew not GOD it pleafe¢
“ GOD., by the Foolifhnefs of Prcachmg, to fave

them that: believe.” + « Becaufe the F ool-
« ifhnefs of Gop is wifer than Men, and the
‘“ Weaknefs of Gob is ftronger than Men ; 2 to
demontftrate which, ¢ Gop hath chofen the foolifh |
“ Things of the World to confound the wife ;
* and Gop hath chofen the weak Things of the
““ World to confound the mighty; and bafe
“ Things of the World, and Thingé which are
““ defpifed, hath Gop chofen s yea, and Things
“ which are not, to' bring to nought Things
¢ that are, that no Flefh fhould glory in his Pre-

® 1 Cor. i 21, ¥ 1 Cor. 1. 25, &,

‘¢ fence,
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« fence, but that he who glorieth fhould glory
« in the Lord.”

Waen we behold aﬁy Wonc:ferful and ﬁrikinw
EEe& it is natural for us to mve&wate the

Caufe of it, and to compare them together;

having difcovered the ‘apparent and pr0x1mate
and as we think an adequate Caufe, we are too
apt to ftop fhort, to reft there, and to forget GOD.
He is pleafed therefore, in mary Ini’cances to
difturb us in our Proceffes and Conclufions of
this Kind, and to confound and expoft our
thallow or prefumptuous Reafomngs; by ex-
hibiting Effects, betwixt which and the apparent
Caufes, there 1s no Manner of Proportlbn, that
he alone, * « for whom are all Tliings, and by

““ whom are all Things,” may be acknoxvledged
and adored.

Whaex we read of One King, attended with an
Hundred Thouiand Men, going out to meet
another King, who is advancing againft him with
an equal Number; when after a long and fierce
Conflict, we behold Victory at length dropping

into either Scale, we prefently endeavour to

* Heb, 1. 10,

L - ‘" account
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account for the Event, by confidering and com-
paring the Skill or Mifconduét of the Generals 3
the Bravery or Cowardice of the Soldiers; the
Advantages or Difadvantages of the Ground, and
fuch like Circumftances, which might have con-
tributed towards the Victory or Defeat: But
when we read of the Hoft of the Midianites and
Ainalekites, *  like Graftioppers for Multitude,”
difcomfitted by ¢ the Three Hundred which
“ lapped,” and thefe armed only with Trumpets;
Iamps, and empty Pitchers and a whole Camp
overturned, as by *“a Cake of Barley Bread,” it
1s impoflible to ftate a Comparifon betwixt the
Caufe and the Effe&, we are conftrained to rife
at once to the great firft Caufe of all Thin‘gs‘,
and to cry out, + ¢ This cometh forth from the
« Lord of Hofts, who is wonderful in Counfel,
“ and excellent in working.” When I fee the
Walls of a great and ftrong City, though fhaken
by no Convulfion of the Earth, {funk by no
Mine, fhattered by no battering Ram, or other
warlike Engine, yet falling down flat to the
Ground; 1 cannot ﬁ:op to think of § “ Seven -

 unwarlike Pricfts, with their Seven Trumpets
“ made of Rams Horns;” —but mult 1mme-

. % Judges vin, 12, Ifa. xxvii, 29, 1 Jofh. vi, 13.

I diately
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diately revere the Arm of Jewovaw, and aferibe

the Succefs to the Appointment and Interpofition
cf Heaven.

But the Hiftory of the Gofpel exhibits Won-
ders ftill greater than thefe, and places the

divine Perfections in a ftill more aftonithing Point
of View. Had the Saviour of the World chofen

Lis Apoftles from amongft the celebrated Phi-
lofophers and Orators of Greece and Rome, or
commiflioned the great, the mighty and the
affuent or the Earth, to inftru@ their fellow
Crearures in the Way of Salvation; the Saga-
cizv, the Elcquence, and the Authority of the
Preachers would certainly have become Objects
of Attention; it night juftly have been en-
quired, hew far Men mey bz led to embrace
a religious Syftem  throughi the Submiffion
viuzlly yielded to fuperior Rank, or the Charms
of Orarorv, or the Reipe&t implicitly paid to

1 1

retended Witdom, incependent of Know-

'I':i

“p

L,L..

ledge and Convitlion; whatever Effects might
have been produced, through the Intervention of
lhuman Power and Genws, wculd, in Part at
leait, have been aferibed to their Exertion; and
the Dedirine miclf, conveyed through fuch Chan-
n.is, mult-nave recerved at moit a divided Praife,

WheN
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Wuen we look back to the Infant State of
Chriftianity, nothing indeed feems more impro-
bable, according to the ordinary Rules of judg-
ing, than 1ts Continuance in the World beyond
the fhort and uncertain Lives of ‘its firft Pro-
feflors. Full well was the Predittion of the
Plalmift accomplithed, in the early, obftinate
and rancorous Oppofition which was made to the
Religion of the blefled Fefus, + ¢ The Kings
¢ of the Earth fer themfelves, and the Rulers
“ take Counfel together againft the Lord, and
“ againft his anointed,” The Im[;robability of
Succefs was greatly increafed by the interna!
Charaler and Sp1r1t of the Gofpel, and the
Condition and Chara&er of its firft Minifters.

The former contraditted and expofed the moft
favourite Maxims, difallowed and condemned
the generally prevéiling Praltices of the World :
‘The latter feemed calculated rather to hurt 2
popular Caufe, than to recommend one that was
odious and difguﬁing. To a Mind engroffed by
the Wifdom, the Pleafures, the Riches, the
Honours  which -the human Heart naturally

;gﬁe&s and purfues, what could be more un-

T Plalmai, 2, .,

2 gainly
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caniy and forbidding, than the Afpedt of a
Dottrine which pointed out, which enjoined,
which 1mpofed the Crofs, which Profeﬁ'ed to
level every hich Mountain of Pride, to dry up
the very Fountain of carnal Joy, to lay the Axe
to the Root of Ambition, and which propofed,

to the ccvetous, Treafures in Heaven? And by
what Inftruments were Purpofes of {uch hazardous

and difficult Enterprize to be effected ? by Men
deftitute of Authority, of Influence, of Inge-
nuity, of Addrefs; by Men, whom their na-
tural Abilities, their Country and Parentage,
their Perfons and Occupations, expofed to Con-
tempt rather than to Hatred. An Infidel of
tiofe Days might have found plentiful Food
for his &pleen and Ridicule, in the Contempla-
t.en of a Sect which was in Time to overfpread
ne whole World; at the Head of which ftood a
Little Handful of fimple, unlettered Fifhermen.
But what is the Fat? The hated Doftrine, and
the celptied Minifters of a crucified Fefus, fur
mounted all Oppofition, triumphed over the
heftile Powers of Earth, and the Malice of
rell, and without the Affiftance of Force, or
Guile, or Gold, nay, againft the united Strength
of i’.ht:f(:;‘,{ vigoroufly and zealoufly engaged on the

other
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other Side, conftrained Men to .embrace the
Crofs, once the Obje& of ‘their Averfion and
Difdain. When therefore, we behold the great
Author and Finifber of our Faith, employing at
firft, a feeble and fcanty Band of fimple Men, fur-
nithed withafew fimple, and unoftentatious though
notorjous Fafts, for converting an ignorant, pre-
judiced, and Sin-enflaved World, to a Malter, a
Dottrine, a Converfation, which the Worid
naturally defpifes and abhors; and by Means of
{uch Meffengers, armed with fuch Weapons,
{fubverting Satan’s Kingdom, fupported by all
the Learning, Paffion, Power and temporal In-
tereft of Man; and when to this Day, we fee
the fame Difficulties overcome, the {fame Work
profpering, the {ame Ends attained; and ftill
through the Inftrumentality of Men of moderate
Parts, of feeble Eloquence, of Tictle Authority,
and for.the moft Part of very flender Fortune;
Men of many perfonal, and of fome profeffional
Infirmities: When we obferve all this, do we

not hear, at the fame Time, a Voice from the

moft excellent Glory, faying, * The Work is

¢ mine, the Praife be mine, and I will not give
¢ my Glory to another{” And can we but

repl y



{ 38 )

zeply in the Words of the heavenly Hoft, *

< Blefing and Honour, and Glory and Power
< be unto him who fitteth upon the Throne,

¢ and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”
From this Subjelt,

I. CurisTiaN Minifters are inftructed 1n the
Nature of that Rank and Station which they
occupy in the Church of Chriff, and the Obli-

gations which arife out of thefe. It is furely of
Importance, Men, Brethren and Fathers, that
the Veflel which contains Gofpel Bleflings for the
Benefit of others fhould itfelf be feafoned with

Grace. It is an awful Thing for a Man to be
the Publifher to another, of an Aé of Indemnity

whicih contains In 1t a pofitive and exprefs Ex-
ception agamnft himfelf —to preach the Doctrine
of Reconciliation to others, and be himfelf a
Coftaway. The diftin® Knowledoe of this
Ireafure, and the Application of it to our own
Ieceffities, ought certainly to precede the Com-
munication of it to our fellow Sinners, both for
taewr Szkes and our own. Mankind at large
will affume and exercife a Liberty of ﬁudyigg or
neglecting Chriftianity, according to their Plea-

* Rev.ov. 13, A
| ure,
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fure, and they muft abide by the Confequencey,
but the very Name of Minifter fuppofes the
Choice to be already mzde, and that Neceffity
is laid upon him who bears it, to ftudy, know,
love and practife the T'ruth as it s in Fefus.

He whofe Office it is to go between oppolite
and contending, but reconcileable Parties, ought
to be acquainted with the Mind, the Condition,
and the Dipofitions of both. A Meffage -not
fully underftood never can be faithfully deli-

vered. A Minifter muft deliver what he has

received of the Lord, not what his own Inclina-
tion, or the Tafte of his Hearers may relifh or
approve.. A Truft repofed muft, in order to

prove a Man faithiul, be furrendered without
Increafe or Diminution. To conceal any Part
of the Counfel of Gop is to be unjuft to _thé
People, who have a Heaven-derived Claim to the
Whole; to pretend to add any Thing, is to be
highly preflumpruous againf{t Gop, who is the
only competent Judge of what is enough: But
- this by no Means precludes the Exercife of Pru-

dence, of Delicacy, of Boldnefs, according as
various Circumftances may require. Now that

Calls o the Miniftry are not miraculous, bug
| providential,
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providential, our Talents, as ‘Men, are to be
carefully- cultivated, and ffrenuoufly exercifed.
If we would be faithful to Gob, and ufeful to
Men, we muft add, to an entire Reliance upon
Almichty Grace, the full Exertion of all thofe
Powers, natural and acquired;, which the great

Difpenfer of every good and perfe¢t Gift has
beftowed upon us.

Tue Tdea of the Text fugeefts to Mintfters their
intrinfick Weaknefs and Worthlefnefs, but, at the
fame Time, their Utility and Importance; as Initru-
ments in the Hand of Gop for carrying on his
Work.: This Diftinétion, properly vnderftood and
felr, is the only Prefervative front Pride and Sel-
Conceit on the one Hand, and a liftlefs, indolent
Afiectation of Humility on the other. The Idea

of the Text {uggefts to Minifters their Fragility —
their Mortality. + ¢ Our Fathers, where are they ?
““ the Prophets, do they live forever?” Ahno!
ver a hittle while, and § *¢ the Silver Cord thall
““ be loofed, and the Golden Bow! broken, and
““ the Pitcher broken at the Fountain, and the
““ \Wheel at the Ciftern.” A Confideration how
aliccting! a Motive how urgent to do the Work
of the Day while the Day lafts! Did we con~

+ Zech. i, t Ecclef, xii. 6.
fider
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fider gur Seimoris as the Addreffes of dying Men,
to dying Men, furely they would often, in many
im]_:;ortant Refpetts; differ from their prefent
Tenour. .May Gop give us a deeper Senfe of
the Worth of precious Souls, and make us to
fecl, in all their Weight and. Impertance, the
Powers.of 2 World to come. -

. 11. THE Hearers of thc Gofpel are; by this
Subject, inftructed in fundry interefting and im- ‘
portant Particulars of thelr Duty and SLtuatlon
in the Church of Clmﬂ They are taucrht Gra- |
ntude to. the Gracc and Condcfccnﬁon of Gop,

who, in. makmn- known to them the Caunfels

of his Will, has. been plcafed to lay afide the
‘Thunder of hlS Power, has fupprcffcd the awful
Vmce wh1ch makes Earth {hake to her Centet,

and Hell to trcmblc in the Agonies of Dcfpalr,

and has funk the Sovcrclcrn and the Judu'c in
the Father and the Friend. And thould that
Meflage bc lefs welcome, which encourages H0pe
which invites to Peace which fooths the Soul {0
,Rcft-—-not confounds the Undcrﬂ:andmg, not
drinks up the Spirit; which extinguithes the
Hell within the Breaft, and bfings the Means
of Efcape from the Hell -beyond the Grave?

Ic Becaufe
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Becaufe Gop is gentle and eonde fceriding, fhoukl
Men be tnfling -and -ﬁégl?gcnz? Of all Pumih-
ments, that of defpifed Mercy, of lighted Grace,
15 jure i}? the juftelt, and will be the meﬂ: fevere,

[r you feel this, Chriftians, you are dlready
informed how to condudt yourfelves ‘towards
your Minifters; you are already guarded againft
aiting the in the placrf of Gop-on’ the' one
13and, or fetting them with 'the Dogs of your
““ Flock” on the other.— You have already
learned to Tevere their Office, 10 liften ‘to their
NMeflage, to love their Pcrfons for'their Work’s
Sike, o confider théir outward Cm':iJmﬁanccs,
to imitate their Yirtues, " to contmiferate theig
Infirmities, to be merciful 'tO‘thCif Faults. In
behalt of therr VICES, I have Nothlnﬂ' to urge;
would to Gop they had none to’ néed Indul-
'g‘“ce — but in behalf of their many Failings and:
Infirmites, I weuld venture to plead, were this
he proper Tme and  Place, Minifters are

-

ot ccj "in zli Reipells, their Mwiﬂ:ry alone ex-
cepred, fo very like yourfelves, that you have
on.y 301..r own tieaﬁts and Confcances to confuit,
0 order 1o make a proper Eftimate of them, to

determine
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determine your Opinion of their Condu&, and

to regulate your Behaviour towards them,

To conclude, both Mxﬂim and People are
hereby taught to acknowledge Gop chiefly, Goo
only, 1n all Things; to refer all the Good they
do, or receive, to the great Parent of Good; to
ceafe from Man, from each other, from them-
lelves ; to rejoice in the Eftablithment of the
divine Glory, upon the Ruins of human Pride,
This View, my Friends, abforbs the Spirit of
Party, annihilates Contention, brings Heaven
down to Earth, and places Men among Angels.
By entering {erioufly and heartily 1nto it, we fhall
feel Pride ‘-Ilunguifh and die, Zeal burn with a
more pure and placid Flame, Love to Gop and
Men wax {tronger and ftronger, the World and
its lying Vanities difappear — the New Ferufalers
n all 1ts Glory unveil itfelf, Let thy Will be
done, O heavenly Father, by Men on Earth, as
by the Angels in Heaven, ¢ fuifil in us the
““ whole géod Pleature of thy Goodnefs, and the
«“ Work of Faith with Power, that the Name of
« our Lord Fefus Chriff may be glorified in us,

“ and we i him.” dzen.  Awes.
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The Rev. Me. NICOL S ON.

~ DEar Sir, .
‘A S by Gop’s gracious Permiffion, and 1 hope

agréeably to his Appointment, you are

now ordained and fet apart to the holy Mi-
piftry, youll give me Leave, in purfuance of
that Part of ‘the Duty which has been affigned
to me on this Occafion, to addrefs you in the
Words of the Apoftle to Zimothy, * « I give
“ thee Charge in the Sight of Gop, who quick-
 encth all Things, - and of the Lord Fefus
“ Chriff, who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a
. gochd' Confeffion, that thou keep this Com-
¢ mandment without Spot, unblameable, and

* 1 Epift, ch, vi. ver, 13, 14.

¢ unrebuke-
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« unrebukeable, till the appearing of Jefus-
« Chriff.”

Traese Words, Sir, contain, methinks,
every Thing which 1t is neceffary for you to
know, and practife, 1n order to conftitute you a
faithful Minifter of Fefus Chriff 5 for in the Firft
Place you have here the Sum of your Duty ex-
prefied in thele Terms, ¢ this Commandment ;”
Secondly, the Manner 1n which you are to per-
torm it, and that 1s, you are to ¢ to kccp It

Thirdly, the Degree of Care with which you are
to keep it, and that is delivered in thefe Words,
““ without Spot, unblameable, and unrebuke-
“ able;” Fourthly, the Period to which you are
thus o keep it, wiz.  ull the appearing of Fefus
v Chriff;” Fifthly, the Reafons why you are thus
10 keep ii, and- thefe are exhibited in thofe
Words, “ I give thee Charge in the Sight of
““ Gop, who quickeneth all Things, and of Fefus
“ Chrifi, who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a
“ good Conieflion:” A few Thoughts, there-
fore, upen each of thefe fhall, GOD vnlhng,

rizke up what 1 have to offer to you upon this
Cecadion, |

Witn
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iiiii

your Duty contained 1n thefe Words, ¢ thIS Com-
« mandment ;” 1 prefume it is needlefs to.obferve
to’you that this Exprefiion denotes here, as In

many. other Paflages of Scripture, the Whole of
the Rellmon of the blefled Jefus, whmh may be
rcduced for the Sake of Order and Warit of Tu'ne,
to tWo creneral Heads 3 ]:‘ll'ﬂt the Commandmcnt
of Falth Secondly, the Commandment of Prac-
tice. As to the former of thcfe, theére are oo
many, who either fmm Icrnorance, or a bad Heart,
depreciate F aith as a mere mechanical Thing,
afferting that the Mlnd Is Wholly paﬂ"we in the Ad-
miffion of i, bccaufe we are forced 10 believe or
difbelieve .accordmg o Evidence fet before us;
therefore, as it 1s not a Matter of Choice, it
cannot be a Matter of Virtue. All this may be
very true with refpc& to a mere abﬁra& and
fpeculative Faitk, but the Chriftian Faith is of a
different Nature, ior it includes and requires the

Conﬁmt of the Wl]l as well as thc Affent of
the Underﬁandmn— to the Truths of the Gofpsel ;

but now, all muft allow that the Confent of the
W1l is a proper Object of ‘a Command : There-
zfore the Avoftle Fobn, in his Firft Epiftle, ch, iii.
ver 29 c2ils Faith by the exprefs Name of a
* Com-
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Commandment:  This,” fayshe, ¢ 1s his (Gop’s]
« Commandment, that ye beheve in the Ndme
« of his Son Fefus Chrift,” that is, that you
not only abftra&ly believe in him as the Sa-

viour of the World, but alfo acquiefce 1n,
rely upon, and appropriate him to yourfelves as
your Saviour. The fame Command the Apof-
rles of our Lord gave to the penitent Jailer, *
when he afked what he fhould do to be faved ;
<« Believe,” fay they, * in the Name of the L.ord
« Yfus Chriff, and thou fhalt be faved.” And
to the fame Purpofe our blefled Lord himfelf
commands his Difciples and Followers to believe
in him, + « Let not your Hearts be troubled,
“ ye believe 1n Gop, believe alfo in me.”

Axp indeed it is no ‘Wonder that fo’ much
Strefs is laid in Scripture upon Faith, for taken
in its full Latitude, it is the Foundationt of ail
Religion, natural and revealeﬂ; for how is it
poffible we can worfhip Gob, unlels we believe
there is a Gop ? how is it poffible we can accept of
a gracious Saviour unlefs we believe there is fuch
a Saviour ! how 1s 1t poflible we can mnvoke the
Influences of Gop’s blefled Spirit, to enlighten

" Al 3V 31 t John x1v. 1.
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our Mirds, - tenew out Wills, purify our Affecs.
tions, refine our Imaginations; ard reform our

Lives, with many other kind Offices to us which
I cannot now enumerate, unlels we believe
there 1s {uch a bleffed Spirity and how is it pol-
fible we can pay any Obediencé to Gop’s Laws;,
unlefs.we believe the perfelt Retitude and eternal
Obligation of them? in a Word, how can we
prepare for Heaven and immortal Glory, unlefs
we believe there is fuch a State ? The {ame may
be faid of all the Counfels; Exhortations, Invi-
tations, T hreatenings and Promifes of the Gofpel ;
Faith it is which gives them all their Force and
Efficacy ; for if we do not believe them, they
will make no Impreffion upon us: Therefore the
Apottle + fays, * Withour Faith it is impoffible
¢ to pleafe Gop; for he that cometh unto Gop
¢« muft believe that he is, and that he is the
«« Rewarder of them that diligently feek him,”
The fame rational Dofrine is taught by the
'Apoﬁles Paul and Fames, by the former in that
fenfible Queftion, } ¢ How fhall they call on

“ him, in whom they have not believed #” and

by the latter, § « If any of you lack Wifdom,
¢ let him atk of Gop, who giveth unto all Men

4 Heb. wi. 6.  t Rom, x. 14. & Jamesi. 5,6, 9,8,
| G « liberally,
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% hiberally, and upbraidetﬁ not ; but let him afk
“ in Faith, nothing wavering; for he that
o vﬁverath is like a Wave of the Sca, tofied
““ to and fro of the Wind; but let not that
¢ Man think he fhall receive any Thing of the
“ LLord: A double.minded Man is unftable in
“ all his Ways.,” This Faith therefore, Sir,
vou are, by Divine Affiftance, to cherifh and
promote in your own Soul, and in the Souls of

your Hearers.

Secoxpry, This Expreflion denotes a Com-
mandment of Pratice, and that not only with
Relation to the peculiar Duties of your Office as

1 Chriftian Minifter, but alfo thofe of a Chriftian
Aian: And thefe 1ndeed are infeparably cons
nected with, and flow from the former Com-
mandment; for wherever true Fatth is, there
wiil be a cood Heart and Life: -Upon this Con-
nection the Apoftles of our Lord inform us the

iworious Plan and Conflitution or his Religion 1S

““ Salvation, hath appeared unto all Men, teach-
““ 1ing Uy, that, denying ungodlinefs and worldly

“ Lufls; we fhould live {oberly, righteoufly, and
¥ T

Ditus 1, 11, 12,13, 14,

“ godly
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«« godly in this prefent evil World ; looking for
¢« the blefled Hope, and the glorious Appear-
¢ ance of the great Gop and our Saviour, whe
“ gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us
“ from all Iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a
“ peculiar People, zealous of good Works:”

And I mention this the rather, becaufe I am

apprehenfive, that too many (I hope from an
involuntary Miftake) do, under a Pretence of

exalting Chrift and Faith in his Merits, greatly
difparage, if not totally cancel the Neceffity of
Holinefs, This 1s perhaps the moft pernicious

Herefy that was ever introduced into theChriftian
Church; for this at once and moft direltly de-

ftroys and defeats the Defign of the Golpel,
which 1s, By’thc fitteft Means, to reftofc:us Lo
to the primitive Purity and Re&itude of our
Nature, and thus render us capable of eternal
Feliciry: For, fays the Apoftle, * <« We are
« chofén to Salvation, through San&ification of
“ the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth.”

PermMiT me, therefore, dear Brother, to ex-.
hort you to love Gop above all Things, - to
efteem, honour, and adore him above all Things,

* 2 Thefl. 1. 13.
G 2 te
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to odey, fubmit to, and rejoice in him above all
Lhings. ¢ This,” fays our bleffed Lord, s the
Firft and great Commandment, and the Second is
hke unto it, * Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour
“ as thyfelf.,” You muft not therefore, under
the Pretence of the Duties of Piery, neglett or
violate thofe of a focial and mioral Kind ; you muft
not Lie for Gob’s Sake, as too many in a certain
Church do —muft not fine, imprifon, 0ppréfs
and kill, as our Saviour exprefles it, under thg
Pretext of fupporting his Caufe and doing him
Service. No, you muft be kind, humane, cha-
rizable to all. The Apoftle Fobn reprefents the

Lon berween the Love of Gop and that of our
Fellow-Creatures as {o indiffoluble, that he tells

us, in Severity of Language, very uncommon
to him, “ Thatif a Man fay, he loves Gop,
< and hates his Brothe;? he is a Liar; for he thag
 loveth not his Brother whom he hath feen,
““ how can he love Gop whom he hath not {feen E’;:
Purity of Morals is {o effential to the Religion of
(hryi, that they who difparage them, either by
Word or Deed, are juftly thought to be none of
ns Difciples. 1 remember a well authenticated
Fact of an eminent Phyfician at Oxford, abour
Lhe T"ne or the Reformat:on when the Bible

was
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was very little ufed by the Generality, going: oné
Day intd his Clofet, he- took up a New Tefta-
ment, and read to himfelf what is_called  our
Lord’s Sermon upon the Mount : After he had
done, he threw down the Book upon ‘thé Table,
and fiid, « either this is not the Gofpel of Chrif,
“or we are not Chriftians.” Give me leave,
therefore, Sir, to exhort you in the Words of
't{h‘e Apoftle, 1 ¢ Whatfoever Things are true,
¢ whatfoever Things are juft, whatfoever Things
« are honeft, whatfoever Things are lovely, .
¢ whatfoever Things are of good Report, if
¢ there be any Virtue, any Praife, think upon
 thefe Things.” The Grace of the Gofpel is
fo far from -fﬁperfeding the Obligations of Holi-
nefs, f:hat it binds them uponr us by a double
Tye. The quﬂ:‘leg of our blefled Mafter always
fpeak dgainft thofe with a peculiar Pathos, who
feparate the one from the other, 3 ¢ What fhall
“ we fay then, fhall we continue in Sin that
‘“ Grace may gﬁpund? God forbid; for how
“ fhall we who are dead to Sin live any longer
« therein? Know ye not that fo many of us as
s were baptized into Chriff were baptized into
¢ his Death ? thap like as Ghriff was raifed from

1 Philipp. iv, 3 { Rom, vi. 1, 2, 3, 4.
« the
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<« the Dead, by the Glory of the Father, even {o
“ we alfo fhould walk in Newnefs of Life.” I
own that I always fufpect. {fome of thofe of Hy-
pocriy, or at leaft of very great Ignorance, whe
are ever and anon talking of Grace in the warmeft
Accents, but of Holinefs {feldom, and in cold
ones indeed. This 1s. not preaching Chriff, but
preaching againft him. Allow me, therefore, to
give the fame Charge to you that Pau/ gave to
Titns, + * This is a faithful Saying, and thefe

“ Things I will that thou affirm conftantly, that
““ they who have believed in Gop. be careful to

“ maintain good Works ; thefe Things are good

““ and profitable unto Men.”

I rrocEED, now to the SecondThing in the Me-
thod, and that is the Manner in which you are to
perform this Duty, exprefled in thefe Terms,
“ Keep i1t,” which denotes, in the Firft Place, that
yOu are to retain, cuard and defend it: It is too
precious a Treafure to be ever given up upon
any Confiderarion whatfoever, Part therefore
with no Doctrine, no Precept, no Promife of it.
No, you muit carry it through Life with you,

through Death, and through Eternity with you.

t Tiws ui, 8,
And
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And indeed, it is the only Thing-whick can
follow you thither; for Friends, Fortune, Places,

Honours muft all be left on this Side the Grave.
Say therefore with holy Feb, * ¢ My Righteoui-

“ nefs I hold faft, I will never let it'go ; my Heart
‘¢ fhall not reproach me fo long as I live;™ that
when -you come to draw your laft Breath, you
may have Ground to fay with the Apoftle, + - «.I
“ am pow ready to be offered, the Time of my
¢ Departure is at Hand ; I have fought the good
“ Fight, I have finifhed my Courfe, I have kept
¢ the Faith; henceforth there is laid up for me
“ a Crown of Righteoufnefs, which Gop the

“ righteous Judge will give unto me.at. that
(¥4 Day.” ‘ - - ‘

THEREFORE; -in the Second Place, keep and
ouard it in Oppofition to the Corruptions of your
own fHeart, for none are free from thefe — in
Oppofition to the Temptations. of the World,
for none are éxempt from thefe —in Oppofition
to the evil *Examples of 1t, forall are {furrounded
with thefe. The beft Prefervative againft all of

thefe is to be conftantly upon your Watch, to
‘'be'mortifying Sin daily, improving in Faith and

* Job xxvi1, 6. -|- 2 Tim. iv, 6, 7, &.
Holinefs,
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Hotinefs, and living in the continiied Exercife of
Prayer, that Gop would be pleafed to keep you
by his Power, and diret your Paths. Take -
therefore the Advice of the Apoftle, * ¢ But ye
““ beloved, feeing ye know thefe Things before,
-+ beware, left being led aftray by the Errcr of
e« the Wicked; ye thould fall from your own
< Stedfaftnefs ; but grow in Grace; and in_the
« Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Yefus
“ Chrift.”

But Thirdly, This Expreffion plainly implies,
that you are to fupport and defend. it againft the
Attacks that are made upon it by others. Itis
not 1mpofiible but that you may meet with {ome
whowill endeavour to fmile you out of yourReli-
gion, others who may attempt tofrewn you out of
it, and perhaps fome who may employ their Power
to threaten .you out of it; for all thefe Engines
have been made ufe of to deftroy Cbrifi’s Intereft
in this World, ana fometimes proved too {uc-
cefsful; but you muft anfwer all fuch in the
‘Words, and with the Spirit of Elibu, + ¢ [will
“ {how you, that I have yet to fpeak on Gop’s
“ Behalf; Iwill fecch my Knowledge from afar,

“ and I will afcribe Righteoufnels to my Maker 5”

* Pet, il 17, 18, t Job xxxvi. 2, 3,

and
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and through divine Aid, nothing {hall ever move
you from the Hope of the Gofpel; and if in the
wife and good Providence of Gob you are brought
to Sufferings on that Account, pray that he
would enable you to fay with Paul 1n the._'_li_k_eu_
Circumftances, * ¢ According to my earnelt
« Expeftation and Hope, that in nothing I fhall
“ be ‘athamed; but.that with all Boldnefs, as
¢ always, fo now alfo Cbnﬁ {hall be magnified in
““ my Body, whether it be by, Life, or whethf:r It
“ be by Death:” And again; when he was
taking his Leave of. the Elders of Ephefus, +
“ And .now, Brethren, 1 go bound in the Spirit
“ to fara[qun, ‘not knowing what fhall befal me
“ there, fave that the Holy Ghott wi;nejfcm, that,
“ in every biw, Bonds and Imprifonments abide
“ me: But none of thefe Things move me,

“ neither count I my Life dear unto myfelf, £
““ fo be I may finifh my Courle.with.Joy, and the
¢ Mm;i’cry which I have received of  the Lord,
¢« to. teftify the Gofpel of the Grace of Gop.”
Seneta tells us that there 1s not upon Earth a
more agreeable Spectacle to the Deity, than a
good Man ftrugeling with Calamities, and Per--
fecutions, 'and yet ftil] rctaiﬁing his Integfity;

© *Philipp.izos T+ Aftsxx, 22, 23, 24.
o H | and
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and Chrift himfelf tells us the fame Thing in filt
Better Words, by the Mouth of the Apoeftle

Fobn, ¢ Be thou faithful unto the Death, and I

¢ with givc thee a Crown of Life,” 'This leads

t0-the

- Tamp Thing in the Method; and that is the
Degree of Care and Exaé’cnefs with which you

até {0 keep it, wiz, ¢ Wlthﬂtlt Spot unblame-’

¢ able, and unrebukeable :” * Probably while I

am pronouncing thefe Words, you are fay'ing:ini
vour own Mind, ¢ Alas! the Charge s teo high,
«« ] cannot attain to it:” -That may be véry true;
but ftill ir 1s your Duty and-mine 0" 'a_fpirc'. after
it, though we may never- be {o ‘happy- in -this
World asﬁfo reach the fame.- Gob-does not:lofe
his le»‘nt to ccmmand, becaufe we have loft our
Power 0 obey, for that is our Fault inftead: of
being our Excufe:  Butit 1s our Comfort (fuch’
15 his Grace) that he accepts us, if fincere;
through the glorious Mediator, according to that
* - Man hath, and not according te that he hath
not.” Follow therefore the Example.of that

eminent - Apoftle— who tells us, that  though hg
had not already attained, .nor was as yet per-
fect, yet he followed after, if that he might
- " apprehend
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anprehend: that for which alfo he was appre.-
hended of Chrift Fefus: Like him, forget . the:
Things that are f:léhipd, ag;d, reaching to thofe:
ghjﬁ_l}; _arc' before, prefs towarcﬁq the Mark for the
Prize of the high Calling, Labour. therefore,

| Sir, to be harmlefs,, and blamelefs as a Son of
Gon without Rebuke, in the Midft of a crooked
and perverfe Generation, among whom you may
fhine as a Light in the World, holding forth the
Word of, Truth, both by Precept and Example,
that you may never run in vain, In Worfhip be
{olemn, in Prayer devout and humble, in Praifes
fincere and fervent, in Preaching plain, inftructive
and- pra€tical; in the Scriptures mighty, in human
Literature-ftudious, as much as your Time will
allow, Thofe who are -Enemies to this, and decry
it in the Miniftry as not of: I‘mpartal-nce,x are {o
far Enemies (I hope through Inadvertency) to
Gop himfelf-; for he is the Original of all true
Knowledge, natural, -civil and religious ; .-he is
the Father of Lights, from whom cometh down
every.good .and perfeGt Gife, with whom there
18 no.Variablenefs nor Shadew of -tur_ning : How-
Lver infignificant it may be without Grace and a
good- Heart, yet with thefe ithas been, and may
be of great Service to the Interefis of frue Re-
H 2 ligion
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Tigion and Virtue, Therefore the Author of my’
Text, who was a very learned Man himlelf, ex-
horts Timothy to give Attendance to Reading -
to meditate upon thefe Things~—1to 'giee himfelf
wholly to them, for in fo doing, that is, in thus
qualifying himfelf for his weighty Charge, he
would take the beft human Means both *t*q‘ {ave h
himfelf and them that heard him,

Fivariy, Upon this Point, let Piety, Sobriety,
Humility and Regularity breathe tlirough' the
Whole of your outward Depertment I' need
not tell you that Example though a filent, is a
powerful Inftruttor. There is fomethmtr fa
amiable and engamnﬂ' m a o-ood Llfe, that even
the Prof‘wate though he may affect to rldlcu]e it
with his Mouth, cannot help approvmg and
ei’ceemmcr it in his Heart: He may choofe the
1ibertine for his Companion, but prefers the
honeft Man to be his Truftee. Perhaps fqme
Minifters have preached more fuccefsfully by
their Example thaﬁ tﬁey' ever did by eheir_ Ser-;‘-
mons. - -Eloquen_ce, which I do'not mean to dif-
parage, for-it is the Boon of HCﬁVCh, often
evaporates into Alf, but a crood Example 1S a

ftaeung Monitor.- Words and Sentences are

forgor
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forg'ot,'bu't Fals. réma‘in.' 'Let your Light there--
fore, Sir, fo- fhine before Men, that they, feeing

your gootd Warks may glorify your.Father who
{s in Hea‘wsm 1 do not mean -that a Minifter. of -

the Gofpt] is to be fcrupulous, except’in thofe’
Things which are béyond the Bouinds of: Inno-
cence, or to be four, 'fullcn y referved - -peevilh,

morofe and precife, for thisis a legrace to his
Charaéter and prcjudlces Men againft real Re-
ligion, of ‘which this is only a counterfeit Sem-
blance 3 'Iﬁo;' he is toénjoy, with Thahgﬁllncfs,
all the Comforts and lawful Pleafures which an’
:‘:ipdulgcﬁt +Prov_id¢n"c;e” is pleafed ‘to put in" his’
Power, dn]y*_ lét hini take care nat to tranfgrefs
the ‘Line.” “Perhaps we may have obferved,

that fome who have been ﬂlamefully lax in
Matfers of the lat Moment, or as our bleffed

ngmqr mbﬂ: elegantly and fententloliﬂy exprefles’
it, ““ftfain at'a Gnat and fwallow a Camel;”
Men who would not break a Canon of their’
Church though perhaps abfurd in itfelf, but
grcedlly induige Spleeq, Rancour and Malice
agam& their Fellow Creatures, who differ from
thcm, and yet maybe much better than thernfe]ves :
However that be, let no corrupt Commumcatmn
proceed out of your Mouth but that whlch is

good
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gond.to_thé Ufe of edifying, -that 1t may minifter :
Grace unto the Hearers; and grieve not the Holy -
Spirit of _Con, whereby, I_ hope, you are f;aled
to the: Day of Redemption. "Be an Enfample to -
the Flock, that, when the chief Shepherd fhali; .
appear, you may receive.a Crown of Glory that -

fadeth not away. This leads me to the .

Fou RTH Thmcr in the Method, the PEI‘IOd or
Length of Time you are thus to keep this Com—
mandment, and that 1s herc fald to be, ¢ until the
s appearing of Jefus Cbrg[t ” perhaps not till Fefus
Chrift appear 1 1n this World at the laft and generali
]udc'ment for that, for. any Thing we know,
may ftill bc at a very great Diftance; but one'
Thing 1s certain, and that 1s, you muﬂ: keep it
til you appear before Fefus Chriff; and thar,
comparatively {peaking, though you are_but
young, may be very foon. [ think _I_.lggq?.t you
better than even to fufpect you will take this Ob-
{eryation amifs; for-what is our Life, it js even

as a Vapour which appeareth { for a little Seafon

and then vanifbeth away. We are firong To-day
and wezk To-morrow, healthy To-day but fick
To-morrow, at Eafe To- day butin Pain To- -mof-
Tow, aLve To- da} but dead To MOrrow ; 30 true

15
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is it what the holy Pfalmift fays; ¢ Lo, thoi
¢« hatt made my qu“é as a Hand-breadth, ngine
¢« Age is as- nothirig before thee; furely every
¢¢ Man at his beft Eftate 1s- altogethér Vanity.”
But if -you {hould hold -out' to the utméft general
Period of human Life, which by the Favour of
Providence you feem, according to what 35 ¢alled
the ¢omnion -Courfe of Things, to bid fair for,
yet you-know it is ‘but a very thort Space of
Time: % ¢ Threefcore and* Ten Years da fill up
« our Days, or if by Redfon of Strength in-fomeé
¢ they be Four{core, yet doth th’e”Sti"éﬁéth of
« fuch old Men prove but Labour:and Sorrow’
¢ for it'is foon cut off; ‘and we fly away.”

I say not thefe Things to damp and difcourage
you, but to excite and animate you to the greater
Diligence and Faithfulnefs. . That majr juftly be
efteemed a long Life in which much Good is
done, however few its Years, and that reckoned
a thort one in which no Goo_d,.or {omething worfe
is done, however many its Days, Your Cafe,
as perhaps. it has been the Cafe of many woi-thy
Mini{’cers, .may be-that of the. Apoftle Paul,
“ You may in fome Parts of your Life be in
¢ a Strait betwixt two, ‘havinga a2 Defire to dg-

¢ part,

* Plalm xc. 10.
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 part; anid to bé with Chriff, which is far betfer .
¢“ neverthelefs to abide in the Body may be
 more profitable for your Flock.” Submie
therefore to Gop’s Will in this Matter, and take
the Advice of our blefled Lord, “ Work while
‘it 1s Day with you; for the Night cometh
¢ wherein no Man ean work.,” = And .if it {hall
pleafe Gop, that your publick Labéurs‘ﬂlou_ld,
through Infirmities, come to an End before your
Life, yet full, tBrough divine Grace, be-working
out your own Salvation, and doing -all the private
Good you can: For we m‘uft not qniy live Be-
lievers in Gbrift, but die Believe_r_s_ in him; muft
not only live Lovers of Gop, but die Lovers of
him; muft not only live juft and honeft Men,
but die juit and honeft Men; muft not only live
in Charity with all Men, but di¢ in dharity with
all Men. Let your Path therefore, Sir, be that
of the Juft, which fhineth more and more until
the perfe& Day. Pray that he who, I hope, hath
begun the good Work in you, would be pleafed
to perform 1t till the Day of Fefus Cbrift.

Ixow proceed to the laft Thing propofed, and
that 1s, the Reafons why you are to keep this Com-
mandment, and thefe are Three; Firft; becaufe

the
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tiie'(jhafgé 1§ giveri you, and muft be execiited
in the Sight of Gop; of Gob, who knows every
Thing we {ay, every Thing we do; who 1s with
you wherever you are; with you wherever you.
go, with you when at home, with you when
abroad, with you wlien alone, with you when in
Company, with you when fleeping, with you
when waking, with you when living, with you
when dying. As it 15 written, * ¢ Whither thall
““ we go from his Spirit? or flee from his Fre-
“ fence? if we could afcend to Heaven, he is
¢ there; if we fhould make our Bed in Hell,
¢ behold he is there; if we take the Wings of

‘“ the Morning and fly to the uttermoft Parts
“ of the Karth, there would his Hand lead us,

¢ and his Right-Hand would hold us ; if we {ay,
¢ furely the Darknefs thall cover us, even the
«« Night fhall be light about us: For the Dark-
““ nefs hideth not from him, but the Night
“ fhineth as the Day, the Darknefs and the Lighe
¢ are both alike to him.” Neither is there any
Creature that 1s not manifeft 1n his Sight, but all
Things are naked and open to the Eyes of him

with whom we have to do. Is not this therefore,
think you, a powerful Reafon for keeping this

* Plalm cxxxix, 7, &c.

I Comt
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Commandment, and for afting a Part worthy
of {o folemn and auguft a Witnefs ?  Wherefore,
whatever you are doing, let this Thought always.

dveell upon your Mind; ¢ Thou,Gop, feeft me.”

But acain, znother Reafon for youtr doing
fo, 15, ¢ that Gop quickeneth all Things,”
Angels, Men, the Beafis of the Iield, the Fifhes
of the Sea, the Fowls of the Air, every Animal
derive therr Being and Life from him, The
Fves by which we fee, the Ears by which we
hear, the Tongues by which we {peak, the Feet
by which we walk, the Hands by which we
handle, the Noftrils by which we {mell, were all
formed by, and received their Powers from him :
Our Underitandings by which we difcover Truth
and Duty, our Wills by which we choofe them,
our Affettions by which we love them, and the

Memories by which we retain them, come all from

him. DBy his Power, and for his Plealure we are
and were created. Further, Gop not only
quickens all Things originally, but likewife

-

fapports and maintzing them through the whole

= 1

rozrefs of their Exiftence, The Food we eat,
the Kaiment we put on, the Showers by which
tie Larth 1s wateted, the Sun by which it 1s
cherifhed,
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cherithed, the Habitations - we dwell in, the -Air
we breathe, the Fire by which we are warmed,
and the Health we enjoy, are all his Gift, + « O
« Lord, thou preferveft Man and Beaft.” ' Is it
not therefore moft juft and realonable, -that as
we reccive all our Faculties both of Soul and
Body from Gop, that they fhould be employed

in his Service, and to his Glory?- Remember

Poul’s Words, € Gop whofe I am, and whom I
< am bound to ferve.”

Secoxnpry, upon this Point, Gop is not only
the Author of your watural but alfo of your fpi-
ritual-Life. For he it is who by his Word and
blefled-Spirit enlightens our Minds, fubdues our
fubborn Wills, pqriﬁes our corrupt Affections,
refines ‘our polluted Imaginations, and reforms
our finful Lives, { ¢ You,” | fays the Apoftle,
< hath he quickened who were dead in Tref-
¢ paffes and Sins, wherein in Time paft ye
¢ walked according to the Courfe of this World,

¢ according to the Prince of the Power of the
¢ Alr, the Spirit that now worketh in the Child-
« ren of Difobedience; among whom alfo we

+ all had our Converfation 1n Times paft, 1~

+ Bfalm xxxvi. 6. { Ephell 11, 1, 2, &e.
“ the
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“ the Lufts of the Flefh, fulfilling the Defires
“ of the Flefh and of the Mind; and were by
¢ Nature the Children of Wrath, even as others;
‘“ But Gob, who is rich in Mercy, for the great
¢« L.ove wherewith he loved us, even when we were
““ dead 1n Trefpafles and Sins, hath quickened
¢ us together with Chrift, by Grace are ye ﬁved,!
‘¢ and hath raifed us up togf:ther,-and made us:
“ fit together in heavenly Places in Chriff Fefus.”
Nor 15 this 2ll, for he not only gives this {piri-
tual Life at firft, but revives it when it grows
languid throuch the Prevalence of Corruption,
the Influence of Temptation, too clofe an At-
tention to {ccular Concems and the Contagion
of evili Examples. So the holy Plalmift prays,
+ ¢ Caft me not away from thy Prcfencc take
““ not thy Holy Spirit from me; reftore unto me
 the Joys of thy Salvation, and uphold me
““ with thy free Spirit:” And to the fame Pur-
pofe betakes himfelf to the Almi;rhtv in the hike
Circumftances, faying, My Soul cleaveth to
““ the Duft; qmcken thou me accordmg to thv
“ \Word.” As, therefore, we receive this {piri-
tuz] Liie from Gopb, it 1s certainly both our Duty
and intereit to lay it out to huis Honour and the

+ Pliim . 11, 2. 1 Plalm cax. 23.
Good
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Good of irhinortal Souls, efpecially if we haye
any peculiar Talents that way. Permit me then
1o put yoy ih Mind of the Words of St. Paul,
with Refpeét to this Point; ¢ By the Grace of
¢ Gop,” fays he, <1 am,wha't lam; and his
¢ Grace which was beftowed on me was not in
¢ vain ; but I laboured more abundantly than
$¢ they ‘all;- yet- not I, but the Grace of Gop
¢ which was with me,”

Once ‘more upon this Argument, Gop 1s the
A}lthdr of our eternal Life ; ¢ for the Gift of Gop
is eternal Life, fhrough Fefus Chrift our Lord.”
1n Pp}fua_ngc of this gracieus Defign he has
been pleafed to promife that he will quicken
our Bodies' again at the laft Day, re-unite
them to. our Souls, and make both completely
- happy for ever; for then we fhall be etérnally'
delivered from the very Spedﬁ and Principles
of every Corruption, of every Pain, every Crofs,
every Lofs, .every Kind of Death: Not only fo,
but every -Facﬁlty of the Mind, and every Grace
-and Virtue of the Heart, fhall then be perfedted
-as much as human Nature will admit; nor 18
f:his all neither, for they fhall then be advanced
to the beft of all Company, Goo the Father,

' | Sen,
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Son, and HolyGhoft, and aninnumerable Company
of Angels, to the beft of all Employments, and
the beft of all Enjoyments, admiring, ‘which is
the moft agreeable of all Paffions in the Breaft
of Men, the Perfections of Gop difpiayed in

his Works, his Providence and his Grace: They
thall fing the Song of Mbofes, the Man of Gop,

and the Song of the Lamb, faying, ¢ Great and
“ marvellons are thy Works, Lord Gop Al
“ mighty, juft and true are thy Ways, O thou
“ King of Saints; who would not fear thee, and
¢ glorify thy IName, for thou only art holy !’ To
thefe, perhaps, we fhould add fome extraordinary
Ads of Blefling, which Gop may be pleafed to
beftow by his own immediate Hand; for who
can tell what a Gop of boundlefs Power and
Goodnefs can, and may be difpofed to do for all
that love him. Keep in Memory, therefore, that

Declaration of the Apoftle, + ¢ If the- Spirit
“ of him that raifed up Chriff from the Dead

« dwell in you, he that raifed up Chriff from
““ the Deaa fhall ali’q quicken your mortal Body,
« by his Spirit that dwelleth in you;” and that
alio of our biefied Lord, from whom he bor-
rowed 1t, T ¢ The Hou; éometh, in the'which all

+ Rom. v 11, f John v, 28, 29.

 that
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« that are in their Graves .fhall hear his Voice,
« and fhall come forth. they that have dGI}e
« Good to the Refurretion of Life, but they
« that have done Evil to the Refurreftion . of
“ Condemnation.” Should not this be a cogent
Reafon with you to keep this Commandment 2
Give me leave, therefore, to recommend to you
the Exhortation of the Apoftle Fude, + « But
« you beloved, building yourfelf up in your moft
« holy Faith, and praying in the Holy Ghoft,
“ keep yoﬁrfelf in the Love of Gop, looking
« for the Mercy of our Lord. Fefus Chriff, unto
«« eternal Life” In this Way, and this Way

alone, you will give up your Accounts with Joy,
and not with Grief, This carries me to the

™

Tuirp and laft Reafon for keeping this Com-
mandment, and that 1s, becaufe the Charge to
do fo, is given you in the Sight of our Lord
Fefus Chrift,- who_before Pontius Pilate witnefled

a good . Confeflion ; that 1s, acknowledged him-

felf to be the Mefliah or the Saviour of the
World ; that blefied Perfon therefore, who, in
order to atone for our Sins, vouchfafed to leave
the Glories of the heavenly State, to be infulted,

+ Jude zo, z1. -

buffetted,
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buffetted, {pit upon, apprehended as a Male-
fattor, arraigned, tried, condemned, crucificd
and buried ; that bleflcd Perion, who fuffered
the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us
to Gop, being put to Death 1n the Fleth, but
quickened by the Spirit; in a Word, he who
gave himfelf for us an OfHering and a Sacrifice
to Gop for a {weet-imelling Savour; who hum-
bled himfelf that we might be exalted, bore our

Sins that we might be pardoned, was condemned
that we might be juftified, and died that we
might ive. Can we ever do or fuffer too much
to promote the Caufe and Intereft of this gracious
Lover of Souls? No, the Love of Chiift thould
conftrainus, becaufe * ¢ we thvs judge that 1f one
died for all, then were all dead; and that he
died for all, that they who live thould not hence-
forth live unto themfelves, but unto him who
died for them and rofe again.” Think, therefore,
no Pains, no Labour too much in his Service ;
no Reproach, no Perfecution too great to be
undergone for his Sake, and the Salvation of 1m-
mortal Souls. Meditate on the Words of Peser,

i < If ye be reproached for the Name of Chrift,
*“ happy are you; for the Spiric of Glory and of

* 2 Cor.v. 14,13, 1 1 Peteriv, 14.
“ (GoB
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“ Gop refteth upon you ; on their Part he is evil
“ {poken of; but on your Part he is glorlﬁed >
Think it not ftrancrc concernlng the firey Trial
which is to.try you, as though fome {trange Th;hgj
happened to you, but I‘E_]OICC rather that you
are made Partaker of Cbrzﬁs Sufﬁ:rmcrs, that,
when his Glory fhall be revealed, you may be

glad alfo with exceeding great Joy. Then,

though Z/'mel ihould not be gathered, which
may be the Cafe, for 2 Minifter’s Succefs is hot
always anfwerable to his [abours, Wifkés and

Prayers, vet you fhall be glorious in kis Sight,
and your Reward fhall be with your Gop. -

Tuus,. Sir, 1 havé finithed the feveral Heads
of this' Charge as laid dowh in the Method,
and fhall now conclude with one Exhottation
0 you, and my beft Withes for you. My Ex-
hort?tion 1s that of Paul to Timothy, 1n the fol-
.lowing}’ Words : ¢ That good Thing, which is
« committed to thy Truft, keep by the Holy
« Ghoft,”" which, I hope, is given unto you.
I need not tell you that it 1s the moft important
‘of all'others, for it is nothing lefs than preaching
tthé'uﬁfearchablg Riches of Chriff, and winning
Souls to him." You, I {uppofe, may expe&t in

K your
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your Flock, as there are in moft others, People
of every Character, and of every Circumftance,

cood and bad, rich and poor, fick and well,
learned and unlearned, wife and foolith, tratable

and untratable, peaceable and turbulent: You
muft make it your Bufinefs, therefore, to fuit
your Temper, Difcourfes and Condud, to all of
thefe, or, as the Apoftle exprefles it, ¢ become
“ all Things to all Men, in order to fave fome
““ of them.” You may now be afking in your
own Mind, who 1s {ufficient for all thefe Things?
tne Quettion 1s juft and pertinent, but the Anfwer

to 1t 15 equally {o, which 1s this, our Suﬁ:i‘cie'ncy
15 of Gop. 'We have this Treafure, as you heard

well handled in the Sermon, in earthen Veffels,
that the EXCEUEHCY Of the POW@I’ may aPPear to
be of Gobp, and not of Men. Go forth t}]ereforé,!
in his Strength, making mention of his Righte-
oulnefs, even of his only; maintain a clofe, a
conftant Correfpondence with him, by humble
Prayer and Supplication, for in him are all }:oqr
Springs.  Set him always. before you, to direct
you in your Way, 10 affift and to proteét you in
it, He can fupply all‘)"ouf Need according fq
his Riches in Glory, by Yefus Chrift. o |

- Em -

My
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My fincere Withes for you are contained in
" the Words of the Apoftle to the T}Jeﬁzl;miam,
and the Hebrews, for better I cannot ufe; they
are thefe : * May the Lord Fefys Chriff himlelf,’
¢« and Gob, even our Father, who hath loved us,
“ and given us everlafting Confolation, and good
‘ Hope, through Grace, ftrengthen, ftablifh,
< fectle you.” And * may the Gop of Peace, who
“ brought again from the Dead the Lord Fefus
¢ Chrift, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro’
¢ the Blood of the everlafting Covenant, make
“ you perfet, to do his Will, working in you
“ that which is well pleafing in his Sight 5 ta
¢ him be Glory for ever and ever.” I cannot
conclud,é, without expreffing the like cood Wifhes
to your Reverend and worthy Colleague, and the
Church of Cbriff, of which the Chief Shepherd
has now made you joint Overfeers.—May his
Bleffing be upon your united Labours, and make
his Work to profper in your Hands, that, in the
great Day, you may prefent yourfelves, and the

foiritual Children whom he hath given you, before
the Prefence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy.

Amen.

F I N I S
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