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Luxkxe XII. g57.
Yea, and why even of Yourfelves judge

ye not what 7s right &

U R Blefled Saviour in the verfe now
read, and a few preceding it, upbraids
the People, as he does the Pharifees
and Sadducees in a paflage of St. Maz-

thew parallel to this, with their perverfenefs and

voluntary blindnefs, which had prevented them
from attending with a fuitable regard to the ma-
ny clear proofs, and infallible tokens hc had gi-
ven them, either in general of the Divinity both
of his Perfon and Commitlion, or more particu-
hrly of the dreadful judgments, the infidelity of
the Jews would fhortly draw down upon their
whole Church and Nation. This perverfenefs
our Lord obferves was moft extraordinary and
mexcufable, as no more fagacity or difcernment
were requifite in cither of thefe cafes, than men
ofvally difcover in the apprehenfion of things
that fall under their conftant and daily obferva-
ton. 'The paffage in St. Mattheso’s Gofpel runs
thus — The Pharifees alfo with the Sadducees came
ond tempting, defired bim that be wor’d fhew then
o fign jrom beaven;, he anfwer’d and jaid unto

Matth. 16. 1, &c.
A thens,
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them, when it is cvening, ye fay, 1t will be farr
weather for the fky is red, and in the morning i
will be foul weatlher to day for the fRy is red and
lowring. O ye bypocrites, ye can difcern the fac:
of the fRy, but can ye not difcern the figns of the

s;mes 2 There is no material difference between i
this and the following account of St. Lu/e from
whence my Text is taken 5 and be fazd alfo to th
People, when ye fee a cloud rife out of the wef,
flraightway ye fay there cometh a fhower 5 and o i
is.  And when ye fee the fouth wind blow, ye o,
there will be beat, and it cometh to pafs: ye bypo-
crites ye can difcern the face of the fky, and of th
earth: but bow is it that ye do not difcern tis
time? yea, and why even of yourfelves judge ye ni
what s right2 A queftion this that may, 't
apprehended, be afk’d at this day with equal
propriety and feverity of reproach. For as there
can be no ftronger prefumptive proof of the
Truth and Excellency of any Religion, or any
particular Dodrine thereof, than its free and
unreferv'd appeal to the common judgement
and reafon of mankind ; fo’tis certain this is the
rule by which Chrift and his Religion have ever
been ready to be tried. Chriftianity was firlt
propagated, and has been fince confirm’d and
eftablifh’d by arguments of all kinds, and by the
moft regular methods of perfuafion; and tho
fome of its fublime Truths are not in themfelves
the objects of Demonftration, but of Faith, yet
they bring with them fuch convincing creden-
tials of their reality, as have an indifputable

claim upon our moft implicit affent. It will
1 pre-

- J— ————m s m—arl el
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] prefume therefore, be deem’d an undertaking
reither unfeafonable in thefe days, nor impro-
rer for this place

Firft, To make a rational inquiry into the
moft fundamental articles of our holy Rehgion
upon a {criptural foundation.

Secondly, To take a view of fome Doctrines
of particular importance, with an eye efpecially
to fuch as have moft perplex’d the underftand-
ings, or difturb’d the Coniciences of Mecn, upon

the fame foundation.

 Thirdly, To examine other Religious Matters
relative to Church Polity and Government 1n the
fame light, with an hearty defire, and humble
attempt to reconcile Chriftians of all denomina-
tions to the ufages, cuftoms and difcipline of the
Church of England ; at leaft with a {firong hope
1o fettle and confirm ourfelves in our juit affec-
i tion, and due zeal for the {ame.

F

. The nature of this defign will neceffarily re-
Eﬁrain me for the moit part to the ufe of fuch
arguments as are drawn from the Principles of
 common Reafoning, and allow’d to be of weight
- In ordinary, and temporal queftions; and if in
' the profecution of it, I may chance to contri-
 bute'to the removal of any {cruples, or the {olu-
tion of any difficulties, by throwing new and
additional light upon points already handled with

‘great Learning and Judgement by much abler
: hands
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hands than mine, I fhall think the labour hap- i
pily beftow’d, and entirely unneeding any far- §
ther apology.

The inquiries I am to make are, according to A
the fcheme juft propos'd, to be built upon a |
Scriptural Foundation ; and therefore it will be §
proper in this place to lay before you fome ge- |
neral rules, or maxims whereby 1 have been di- ;
re@ed in the idea, and interpretation of the Ho- §
ly Scriptures, which, I truft, will readily be al- §
Jow’d me as {fo many preliminary Truths, or rea. §
fonable pofizlata. — Taking it for granted then §
for the prefent, that the Scriptures contain all §
things neceflary to Salvation, agreeably to the §
Doélrine of our excellent Church, it is 1{t {fup-
pos’d, —That they are in general to be read and
underftood as all other writings are, 1. e. that §
the literal fenfe is always the true one, except |
where the import of the words themielves, or {
the nature and force of the context evidently re-
quire a figurative one. 2dly,--That in the expla- ;
nation of particular paflages a proper regard s |
to be had to the vifible tenor of the whole. |
3dly, —That obfcure and difficult places, arc to |
be illuftrated and explain’d by fuch as are more |
obvious, and intelligible.-~4thly,-~That the fcrp-
tural accounts of the Divine Nature, Perfec-
tions, and Attributes ave agreeable and correl-
pondent to the ideas and apprehenfions of the
human mind, as far as its capacity extends; Of
in other words ; that we attain to the conception
and knowledge of facred Truths, {o far forth as

they are cognifable by us, thro’ the ufe of the
| {fame
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fime common rcafon, and by the fame methods
of argumentation by which we come to the
| knowledge of any other {peculative truths what-
| {vever.-- sthly,-~T'hat as the {criptures were plain-
ly defign’d to be the univerfal rule not of faith
only, but alfo of practice, to different ages and
| nations, and in many different cafcs, conditions,
i and circumf{tances, {o, many doétrines and pre-
 cepts are of courfe deliver’d in gencral terms and
are capable either of amplification or reftri¢tion
according to {uch differences of places, times,
i cafes, conditions, and circurnftances.--6thly, and
| latly,—T'hat the Scriptures are the only teft by
| which all Tenets, Traditions, Rites, and Ufa-
| ces in the Church of Chrift are to be tried ; or
j that nothing is to be injoin’d therein as a Point
) of Dodtrine, or even of Polity and Difcipline,
j but what is either verbally exprefs’d in Holy
| ocripture, or virtually implied, or manifeitly,
 tho’ tacitly, allow’d.

f Thefe Principles will, 1 apprehend, afford a
 olid and {ure foundation for the inquiries I am
} to make ; as the wilful neglet of, or artful de-
L vation from them, has, I am perfwaded, more
 or lefs oiven rife to the feveral breaches, confu-
£ lons, and divifions which {uperftition and 1gno-
| rance, paflion and prejudice, vice and nfidelity
! have made, and fhll continue to cherifth and fo-
j ment in the Chriftian World. To thefe rules
 and Principles therefore I fhall adhere and refer
| In the courfe of the enquiries I am now proceed-
| Ing to; the firft branch of which is to confiit
£ 10 the rational examination of the moft funda-
“ mental



L 6]
mental Articles of our Holy Religion upon ,
{criptural foundation.

Now as the firft and great fundamental ar.
ticle of all Religion whatever 1s the Belief of the
Being of God, on this, it may be neceffary to
beftow a few words. For the Atheift, who wil]
readily perhaps approve the general methods by
which we interpret the Scriptures, confider'd as
mere human compofitions, does neverthelefs im-
pugn this grand hypothefis on which the whole
depends; and indeed the very hypothefis of the
Divine Exiftence in Holy Writ {eems to be 4
material proof of the truth of it; and is a good
argument both againft the antiquity and reafon-
ablenefs of Atheifm. Becaufe, if Notions abfo-
lutely atheiftical had been prevalent in the firft
or fucceeding ages of the World, 1t 1s highly
improbable that the Author of the Jewifth Reli-
oion, or of the Chriftian after him, whether
they were impoftors or not, fhould affett to
look upon a controverted point as a truth un-
verfally receiv’d, and give themfelves no trouble
to combat and defeat an opinion directly and im-
mediately {ubverfive of their whole defign. I
feems reafonable therefore to refolve the princi-
ples of Atheifm either into a certain degree of in-
tenfibility,or into an affectation of fingular difcern-
ment, or into a dread of the confequences of the
truth of God’s Exiftence, or into a prefumption
of the falfhood of all Religion grounded on the
many Modes of Faith, and contradiGory Sy{tems
of Theology that have prevailed in the World

o

But {ure this laft confideration fhould direc'f_t 1n-
quirer:
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quirers to the oppofite conclufion ; becaufe thefe
giverfities of Religion are {o many different {u-
perftructures rais’d upon one common founda-
ion, and it 1s natural to infer the reality, rather
than the non-exiftence of a thing, from the va-
riety of opinions that have been entertain’d about
If.
Indeed, all miftakes in the nature of them
fippofe {ome original Principle ; and Religious,
like Philofophical Error, is neither more nor lefs
than Truth corrupted.—However if the Atheift
belicves his 1nability to form an adequate idea of
the Divine Nature a fufficient ground to deny
the Divine Exiftence, 1t i1s incumbent on him to
sive us a lefs chimerical, and more comprehen-
ible account of things, than that which Reli-
gon has 1impos’d upon Mankind. It 1s an inva-
able rule of Reafon, when any two or more
popofitions_are propofed to it, one of which
muft of neceflity be true, and the reft falfe, to
yield affent to that which upon the whole is
moft agreeable to our ideas, and apprehenfions,
5 lable to the fewelt cavils, and objections, and
founded upon the moft probable hypothefis.
And furely, that there has been from all eterni-
y (as reprefented in Holy Writ) a Self-exiftent,
hdependent Being, who was the Maker of Hea-
ven and Earth, and the firft Caufe of all things,
5 a Theory, which, when duly propos’d, and
lated in its full force to a mind prepar’d by
poper inftructions for the reception of any
tuth, appears at leaft to be as conceivable as

iy of thofe that have been invented, or {ubiti-
! tuted
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tuted by Atheifts in the room of 1t, to account
for the Original of the Worlid : as,--that the U-
niverfe was fram’d by a mere fortuitous con-
courfe of Atoms, or,--that there has been an in.
finite Succeflion of Caufes from all Eternity.
According to the tenor of all thefe Theorics, §
and indeed every other that is or may be ad-§
vanc’d upon the fame article, fomething is fup-
pos’d to have exifted from Etermty, and fo far |
every Atheiftical Hypothefis 1s equally mexpli-
cable with that of the Theift: The queftion i
therefore ; whether it be more noble, more ratio- §
nal, more agreeable to the general {entiments of §
mankind, and our own inward reflections and
feelings, our hopes and fears, to {uppole they
Fternal Exiftence of an intelligent Being, or
that of mere inanimate Matter: a point, which§
it requires a very f{mall meafure of penetration §
to determine. The almoft total ignorance of
{ome Nations may have led them 1into the moﬂ:
abfurd perfuafions; and the Wit and Learning §
of Men, unacquainted with Divine Revelation,
may have devis’d many Principles and Hypothe-
{fes deftructive of the Being of God, or prejudi-
cial to his Honour; but all this while, neither
ignorance nor fancy can poflibly be more clear,
or rational, in their re{pective accounts of things,
than plain, unaffeted, hiftorical fimplicity.

But to fay no more on a topic {c often clear'd
up to the fatisfaction of all reafonable inquirers;
that there is a God, is a propofition {0 credible,
fo many ways demonfirable in itfelf, that it car-

not meet with oppofition from any but f{uch
whole

!
4
1
!
i
1
|
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whofe vifible intereft it is it thould be falfe 5 for
it unfortunately for Some Perfons happens, that
| on this fimple and abftracted truth many others
| of a moral and practical nature, immediately,
b and neceflarily depend. The very Exiftence of
| a Supertour Independent Being from all Eternity,
| fuppofes and implies all poffible perfection in that
| Being : In the idea of Perfetion the great Attri-
| butes of the Deity, his Juftice, his Goodnefs,
1 his Wildom, his T'ruth, are moft manifeftly in-
volved, and in thefe Attributes are plainly found-
 ed the great Obligations of all natural Religion.
I Andyetit 1s with Aftonithment to be obferved,
d that Difhculties are raifed even on this head ;
¥ and from a pretence of our incapacity to form
b an adequate 1dea of what are called the Moral
¥ Attributes of God, a Syftem of univerfal Scep-
¢ ticiim, and practical Atheifm has been introdu-
f cedinto the World. Nay every rational Attempt
i to vindicate thefe Attributes has been moft
§ prepofteroully interpreted into a combination of
¥ Divines with Atheifts themfelves. The natural
b Attributes of the Deity are, it is faid, felf-evi-
§ dent, and his Fower is particularly demonftrated
8 from the Works of his Hands : but for men to
3 affeCt to regulate the Divine Proceedings, to af-
 certain the Meafures of God’s Juftice, and upon
§ certain occafions to refer us to a future State, is at
| beft confidered as unwarrantable folly and pre-
| fumption. It is to no purpofc to oppoie the Au-
§ thority of the Scriptures to fuch a theory as this,
$ the Tendency of which is but too vifible, ’till
§ that Authority be fully evinced ; becaufe the

S ¥ Scrip-



[ 10 ]

Scriptures are by this Cafuiftry exploded as mere |
Human Inventions : at prefent then let vs brief. |
fy inquire whether it will bear a rational cxami. }
nation.

Now this fantaftical theory unluckily depends §
upon a diftin¢tion, that has itfelf no foundation }
but in the weaknefs of the human underftanding, §
‘There is really no diftin¢ion of Natural and Mo- §
ral in the Divine Being ; for though the bare Ide; §
of Power, as fuch, does not neceffarily conveyto §
us that of Juftice, or Goodnefs, yet when applied |
to God 1t evidently fuppofes the concurrence of §
both; unlefs we can imagine the Divine Power to |
have been exerted in a mechanical, or arbitrary §
manner, which is at once recurring to abfolute A- }
thei{m, or, if poflible, to fomething more terrible, §
Goodnefs and Juftice are undoubtedly moral per- §
fections in themfelves ; and accordingly they muft
be effentially inherent in the Divine Nature, if §
there be any Divine Nature. Tho’ therefore there |
may be a neceflity for a {fenfible Demonftration |
that God 1s, yet if that be fully apparent from |
the vifible eftects of his Power, it muft by im- |
mediate Confequence follow from the infeperable |
union of perfetions in him, that he is a juft, |
and a good Being: And if Juftice and Good-
nefs in the Human Nature be analogous to what
they are in the Divine, it will follow, again, that
tho’ in particular cafes the Divine Difpenfations |
may not be agreeable to our rules and notions of
Juftice, and Goodnefs, they will all neverthelefs
finally and ultimately appear to be juft and

good : and the {enfe of this truth eafily and na-
turally
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mrally leads us upon numberlefs occafions to
the rational and comfortable Hypothefis of a fu-
ture {tate. "This Hypothefis alone is the fure Ba-
fis of all Natural Religion ; becaufe, if the bare
icknowledgement of the Power of God be al-
lowed to be a {ufficient motive of Adoration and
ervile Reverence; yet this alone can induce us
to obey him chearfully, to love him fincerely,
to depend on him ftedfaftly. Many of the wifeft
and beft Heathens reafoned in a manner fimilar
to this ; and if their {fentiments were not abfo-
lutely clear, and explicit upon fuch important
points, it 1s plainly to be umputed to the infec-
tious nature of thofe notions which univerfal 1g-
norance and idolatry had eftablifbed in the
World.

It was an attempt worthy only the refinements
of modern Philofophy to aflert the Honour of
God, by denying, or at leaft difputing, his Attri-
butes. However, ’tis to be hoped that neither
the thin fophiftry, nor the dogmatical pofitive-
nefs, nor the unpolite raillery, nor even the ele-
gant language, in which the main ftrength of a
late noble Philofopher whom I have had in
view, confifts, will be able to fhake the f{olid
Foundations of Religion, and cancel in eftect all
Moral Obligations. For the fupport and far-
ther confirmation of thefe, therefore, let us pro-
ceed to examine the Evidences for Revealed Re-
ligion ; for if this fhould appear to be true, this
unfubftantial fabrick of Scepticifm falls to pieces
of courfe. And there 1s the greater occafion to
do this, becaufe many, who profefs to entertain

{fultable
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{uitable notions of the Deity, and readily ac- !
knowledge the force of all moral Obhgatlons ;
do yet reJe& all Revelation as {uch, i.e. all the é
myifteries of 1t, and confider it as an abfurd im-
po{’zme tyrannizing over WNature and Reafon, %
Tet it here be obferved then, that all infidelity
muft be grounded upon one or the other of the 5
followmg prefumptions ; either, that the Holy
Scriptures have no claim upon cur regard or our
belief any farther than the Matters therein pro-
pos’d are agreeable to our natural notions and
apprehenfions of things, and fairly reducible to
the fix’d and {tanding Principles of Reafon, the |
great and fole Teft of all Religion; or, that
thefe Scriptures, tho’ they are to be held in the
utmoit efteem and reverence, as containing the |
perfect and final Revelation of the Divine Nature, ;
and Will, are yet very far from being fufficient-
ly full, clem, and e*«:phut 111 certain particulars,
to whlch our affent Is required, and that there-
fore we may pioully, as well as rationally, refufe
our aflent to fuch particulars. Thefc are the
capital pleas of infidelity, and therefore I fhall
endeavour to examine refpectively the grounas
and validity of each, and hereafter apply fome
general confiderations not unfuitable to both. —
The firft prefumption is founded on the fuppo-
fed Prerogative of Human Reafon ; with regard
to which it may be remarked here ; that tho’ the
readily acknowledged belief of a truth utterly
incomprehenfible in itfelf, as the Eternity of the
Deity, cannot be urged as a Motive for our faith

in any inconceivable Propofition propofed to us,
( becaufe

p=a 1
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(becaufe of things incomprehenfible in their own
mture, fome may plainly refult from neceffary
ntional dedudtion, and others not) yet thus much
may and muft be inferred from that confidera-
tion, that no Propofition (that 1s not {elf contra-
di¢tory) can be concluded falle, merely for want
of our ability to comprehend it. 'The funda-
mental Doctrine of Chriftianity, therefore, that of
the Blefled T'rinity, is not incredible, purely be-
caufe i1t 1s inconceivable. For if it be, then it
will follow that it is 1impoffible, and implies a
contradi¢tion, that there fhould be any Myfte-
ries in the Divine Nature capable of, and cog-
nifable only by, an efpecial Revelation {fuperveni-
ent to the Light of Human Reafon. The Di-
vine Nature is confefledly myfterious, and there-
fore a more full and ample Revelation of it is
fuppofable in the nature of the thing. And yet
nthe cafe of a Revelation itfelf, the Divine Nature
muft be left myiterious ftill; becaufe 1t 1s a Re-
velation of an infinite Being to a finite capacity.
The myfteries, therefore, of our Religion are not,
s {fuch, any proofs againft the truth of it; and
much lefs are inferiour and imaginary Difficuities
to be objeCted to its difadvantage. If the evi-
iences of a Revelation are full and fatisfaétory,
the cavils of infidels at the pofteriority of it’s
date, or the want of its univerfality, cannot be
made without much impertinence, or perhaps
anfwered without fome prefumption.

However we fhall find another time to recon-
ider fuch objections as thefe; and in the mean

[While tis to be obferved that the truth of the Doc-
: trines
|
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trines of Scripture muft depend upon its Autho. §
rity ; the infidels with whom we are at prefent
concerned, arc {fuppofed to acknowledge the fent: §
and genuinenefs of the many paffages, and the §
obvious import of the feveral texts that are decla. §
rative of a Trinity of Perfons in the Unity of the §
Godhead ; and yet thro’ the reluctancy they fel §
in themfelves to {ubmit their underftandings to §
what 1s written, they blindly conciude againit §
the truth of the Chriftian Religion, as far as it §
15 pretended to be of Divine Inftitution. If
therefore we can refcue our Religion from this §
charge, or rather this fuppofition, of impofture, §
the infidel muit give up the caufe at once; be- §
caufe it is as irrational to difpute any {ufhiciently §
attefted truth, or matter of fact, becaufe we do §
not fully and adequately comprehend it, as it
would be 1mplicitly to believe a counterfeit mat- g
ter of falt, merely becaufe it might be credible §
in itfelf. For this purpofe then, without enter- §
mg into a recapitulation of the feveral ftanding, §
and often repeated, Proofs of the Truth of Chril-}
tianity, it will, I truft, be {ufficient to infift up- |
on a few material points; in the difcuffion of]
which the unavoidable conceflions of the enemy,
will furnifh us with very confiderable advan-,
tages. N
Now the infidel in the prefent Queftion 15!
obliged to grant, that the Chriftian Religion, 'fet-:
ting afide the peculiarities of its Theory, 1s 2
good Inftitution, and well adapted to the Wel
fare, and Benefit of Man in his {ocial, relative,

and perfonal Capacity ; that it has a plain ten-
dency
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dgency to promote the Love of God, and Virtue
in the World ; in fhort, that its Author, confi-
dered In the quality of a moral Law-giver at
leaft, appears to have been a Perfon of much
Piety, of great Probity, and of a competent Un-
derftanding. "The great, and only, objedtion he
has to make to the Chriftian Syftem is, that in
certain eflential articles it eludes his Apprehenfi-
ons, and obtrudes upon his Capacity. It does
o —but the queftion is, whether this very cir-
amitance may not be pleaded as one Argument
for its Truth. For would a Perfon of common
| Senfe and Prudence, who purpofed to intro-
| doce 2 new Religion into the World, and to
| eftablith 1t upon fure Foundations, needleflly
| intermix with 1t Dodlrines that muft appear in-
t cedible upon their firft Promulgation, and in-
L vent Myfteries only to obitruct the Reception,
b and retard the Progrefs, of the rational, and ma-
| mfeft 'T'ruths he defigned to teach ? The Doc-
 trine of a Trinity of Perfons in the Unity of the
| Godhead was not of a Nature to anfwer any i-
| maginable purpofe of deceit. There was no ex-
| ternal pomp, or parade, in the novelty of it; it
i was, and 1s, entirely of a {piritual Importance,
| tending to rectify Mens Notions of the Deity, and
| dcertain the proper Objelts of their Adoration.
i The Chara&er Jefus Chrift affum’d upon Earth,
$ was {o far from procuring him prefent honour, or
f advantage, that it vifibly precluded all pofiible
pretenfions to both, and the eminent humility of
 his whole Life, and Converfation, {uppofing him

1o have been an Impoftor, was moft unreafona-
bly,
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bly, and prepofteroufly affected, as it utterly §
ruin’d his caufe, 1n the Judgment of the Yy, |
whom it was his firft bufinefs to gain, by dc. 3
feating their then fanguine expe&ations of a fc-
cular Prince. — We muft therefore look out of
this World for the {uppofed views of this De- §
ceiver in propagating his Religion; and yet his
Conduct will even then appear to be equally un- §
accountable from the above-mention’d Princi- §
ples. For either he believed his own, and the §
generally received Doctrine of Mankind to be §
true, that the human Soul furvives the Body, §
and confequently that there will be a future State §
of Rewards and Punithments in a Life to come; §
or that all this is utterly ideal, and fanciful, and §
nothing is fubfequent to Death but Corruption, §
and Annihilation. In the latter cafe, it appears 4
irreconcileable with the known principles and 3
motives of all Human Acdtions, to imagine that
any Man would neceflarily {ubject himf{elf to in- §
concelvable Diftrefles, and certain Deftruction, 3
merely for the fake of a notional Recompence, §
a popular Faimne, of which he fuppofed himfelt ;
incapable of having the leaft Perception: And]
in the former cafe, the conduct of the Chriftian
Founder, if a Counterfeit, is {till more glaringly}
abfurd, as he could not but be affured, that the;
mifery referved for him in the next life, would
be proportioned to the fuccefs of his Impoiture
i this .
And if it be impoflible to account for his
impofing upon mankind from the principles of

ordinary prudence, fo will it equally be to 1¢-
concile




| 17 ]

| concile the fame with that Piety, and Integrity
 which make a confpicuous part of his chara&ter.
| How came it to pafs that He, who, as we may
 rcafonably collect from what we are told of him,
| was punctual 1n his private Devotions, a con-
fant attendant on the Public Worfhip, and a
| zealous Promoter of God’s Honour upon all oc-
| afions, {hould notorioudly invade the Rights
tand Prerogatives he pretended to f{ecure and
| maintain, and prefumptuoully exalt himfielf into
i equality with the moit High? How came it
[to pafs that He, who has confefledly directed
§ men to many branches of their Duty in the Re-
 lation they bare to one another, fhould yet de-
i ccive them 1nto wrong notions of the Relation
k they bare to God? or, in other words, that He,
d who manifeftly reformed the vitiated Morality
£ both of Jews and Heathens, and eftablifh’d a
f (yltem of Religion equal, atleaft, in the judgment
 of Infidels themfelves to any one that Human
§ Wifdom has, or can produce, fhould yet lay the
 irft principles of it in blafphemy and abfurdi-
fty, and corrupt the Fundamental Article of all
j Religion whatfocver ? *
| I think therefore there can be no other quef-
fton in the prefent cafe, but this; whether we
an depend on the fincerity and veracity of
| Thofe who have given us {uch clear accounts
jof the Life, Actions, and Dodtrine, of Jefus Chrift.
E Now, not to enlarge upon the many Points
§that have been often urged upon this head, as
fthe extreme folly and imprudence, the immi-

guent hazard and danger, and the apparent im-
: C poflibility
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poﬁibility of their fupporting an Impofture,
and obtruding it upon the World; I fhall bes §
leave to take notice of one circumitance only, g
which I look upon to be equivalent to a De- §
monftration both of the Integrity of their Hearts,
and the Strength of their Faith; I mean the §
Manner in which they generally relate feveral§
particulars of the life and actions of their Mafter, §

It had been natural for men, who were cho- 3
fen inftruments of Impofture, to have magnified
and extolled every thing that might derive Ho-§
nour on their Leader, to have difplay’d to all§
pofiible advantage, the {uccels of his Preaching, §
and the wonderful Propagation of his Gofpel;§
and to have omitted, or, as much as in them §
lay, difguis’d every circumftance of the leaft re-
proach, or difparagement to his Perfon, and Au- 4
thority ; nor can it be denied that the Apoftles 3
were endued with fagacity equal to fuch obvi-2
ous precautions as thefe ; at leaft, that their Ma- 3
fter was able to have given them inftructions for §
{fuch purpofes. We find them neverthelefs rela- §
ting in the moft minute, and exact manner, and §
with that unaffected fimplicity, which is always
the Handmaid of Truth, the many mean and ¢
humble circamftances that diftinguifhed his g
life, and the ignominious ones that preceded ;
his Death, together with feveral other par-}
ticulars which the ufual cunning of Impoftors
would have been induftrious to conceal: info-:
much that by faithfully recording the many dif-
ficulties, and obftructions the Gofpel originally

met with from the world, they themfelves fl:lfrl-
nifl
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gith Infidels at this very day, with objecions,
fuch as they are, to the Chriftian Difpenfation.
Thus, they tell us that our Saviour’s own Coun-
rymen, aftonifh’d as they were, as well at his
| Doctrines, as his Miracles, could not- bring

themiclves to acknowledge the IForce of them,
| or thake off the prejudice they had conceiv’d a-
| cainft the meannefs of his family, and the ob-
| {curity of his worldly ftation. < Many bearing
| lim were aftonifhed, [aying, from whence bath this
L an thefe thingsé and what wifdom 1s this which
} 15 grven unto bim, that even fuch mighty works are
V wrought by tes bands 2 15 not this the carpenter, the
§ fin of Mary, the brother of Fames, and Fofes, and
L of Tuda, and Simon? and are not bis [iffers bere
it us € and they were offended at him.”—In an-
¢ other place we arc inform’d, that his own friends,
t upon obferving the great Multitudes that conti-
¥ nually furrounded him, refolved the whole of
b his conduct into the warmth of a firong imagi-
¥ ntion, and the flichts of a blind enthufiafm :
4 " and the multitude cometh together again, fo that
| they corld not o much as eat bread : and when bis
| Jriends beard of it, they awent out to lay hold on
d lim 5 for they faid, be is befide bimfelf” 1 need
f ot dwell here upon the ftill more ridiculous
| and wicked calumny of his enemies, the Scribes,
 and Pharifees, who, we know, afcribed the Pow-
1 or by which he caft out Devils to his correfpon-

j dence with Evil Spirits, and a commiffion from
§ satan himf{elf.

a Mark 6. 2, 3, b Mark 3. 20, 21.

Again,
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Again, we are told that his pretenfions to Di. }
vinity, notwithftanding the many proofs he gave 1
of it, were generally received by the Jews with 3
¢the higheft refentment and indignation; thus 3
when he plainly and peremptorily declared the
reality of his exiftence before Abraham, «* Before §
Abrabam was, T am,” they took up flones to caoft at |
Linz”  And when in anfwer to the {olemn adju- 3
ration of the High Pricft, he explicitly aflerted his §
Power, and Godhead, he was immediately confi- 4
dered as a horrid Blafphemer by the whole in-
fatuated affembly. — And laftly, to mention one §
particular more, when he abundantly confirmed 3
11l he had faid, and done, by his Refurrection, j
the Chicf Priefts, we are told, endeavoured to
{¥ifle the {plendour of {o glorious a Truth, byen- §
couraging a report < ° that bis difciples came by §
sieht, and flole bim awvay, while the foldiers flept.” §
— Thefe very accounts, I fay, fupply the Scep-
tic with hints, and {uppofed grounds of excep- |
tion to the Chriftian Scheme; and it is morally |
certain, that the Sacred Hiftorians, if concerned, |
in the propagation of a falfhood of the laft m- |
portance, would have been totally filent upon
211, and every of thefc Articles, had they been
confcious that all, or any one of them could
fairly, and reafonably be objected to the difad-

antage of their Mafter. And with regard to

¢he laft of them, his Refurrection from the Dead,

they muft cither wilfully endeavour to deccive

the World, which, whether we confider the

Number, the Simplicity, the Probity, thc pre-
a John 8, g8 &c. b Matth, 28, 13.

| {ent,
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ent, or future Intercft of thefec Witnefles, it is
fcarce pofiible to conceive : or elfe, (which are
the only remaining cafes to be {uppofed) they
themfelves, and << * frve bundred lLrcthren at ornce”
were deceived by the Phantoms of theiwr own I-
maginations, or by diabelical delufion, and en-
chantment.

How far either of thefe cafes might be abfo-
lutely 1impofiible, I will not pretend to fay; but
furely 1f our Belief is to be determin’d by the
Strength of Evidence, and the Force of Reafon
and Argument, 1t 1s infinitely more probable
that the Apoftles upon this Occafion fpake forth
the words of truth and [obernefs, than that they
were combin’d in the publication of a faliehood,
or were themielves under the influence of any
-~ delufion whatfoever : efpecially, 1f we confider,
that in thefe cafes, God Almighty muit appear
to have countenanc’d the craft and wickednefs
of Devils or Men, or to have f{uffer’d the vi-
fons of fancy to prevail, with no vifible view,
but to the diminution of his own Honour and
Authority. — In fhort the evafions, afperfions,
ind objections, I have mentioned, tho’ they moft
of them carry their own confutation with them,
nd ferve only to prove the frenzy and infa-
twation of the objectors, would however have
been recorded only by Perfons who were affu-
red, the facts they were telling would ftand the
noft fevere examination. For as real objections,
n the cafe of Impofture, muft demolifth the
whole Syftem at once; fo imaginary ones natu-

a 1 Cor. 15. 6.
rally
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rally diret us to an enquiry after {uch as are rea],
Indeed they do no manner of differvice to the
caufe of truth; and therefore, upon the whole,
we have as good grounds as reafonable creatures
could with, to pay a due regard to the plain
and manifeft tenor, and defign of Holy Writ,
and acknowledge the avowed Divinity both of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.

It is true, many who {ubfcribe to the Doc-
trine, and profefs a Reverence for the Name
and Authority of Jefus Chrift, appear unwilling
to afcribe to him that Fulnefs of the Godhead,
and Perfection of Divinity, which we affirm up-
on Scriptural Authority to be manifeftly his: It
1s true too, that they pretend to fhelter them-
{elves under the fame Authority : and therefore
to Thefe I fhould now diret myfelf ; — but the
trouble I have already given you, obliges me to
befpeak the favour of your attention to this {ub.
ject upon a future Occafion.
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SERMON IL

Luxe XII 57.

Yea, and why even of Yourfelves judge
ye not what is right €

¥ AVIN G attempted in the former

Difcourfe to fecure, in {fome mea-
fure, our Holy Religion againit the
attacks which open and avowed In-
fidelity has made upon it; 1t is to be my prefent
bufinefs to enquire after a proper Remedy for
thofe {fecret wounds which have been given 1t by
many who profefiedly fight under the banner of
Chrift himfelf. For it 1s certain that Numbers
~who call themfielves Chriftians, and outwardly
~glory in that Calling, do yet by artificial glofies,
- ambiguous interpretations, referved expofitions,
and all the arts of equivocation, undermine,
weaken, and betray, the very caufe they ever af-
fe(t zealoufly to {upport.

- Were it not for the inconveniences, and mif=
chiefs that flow from fuch religious hypocrify,
it would be pleafant enough to obferve a fet of
men, who perpetually proclaim and extol the
Purity of the Precepts, and the Sublimity of the
Doctrines of Chriftianity, and decry thofe of e-
very other Inftitution, ftumbling at the fame
time, at one common ftumbling ftone, with th{i
mo
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moft notorious Infidels, and difcovering by their
refervednefs of fentiment and expreflion, their §
inward unbelief of the fundamental Articles of 3
the Religion they profefs. :

I do not think 1t at all material to my prefen: 3
purpofe to divide into feperate clafies the Infidels §
I am now concern’d with, or to enquire how far 4
one appears to breath the {pirit and {peak the }
{enfe, tho’ not the precife language, of Socinus, §
or another of Arrzus, as his humour, or his #
fuppos’d judgment may have directed him; j
fince the tenets of all terminate 1n a common 4
point, and arc only {fo many different evafions
of the fame great Truths, the Divinity of the }
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft — If thefe great 3
T'ruths may be {ufficiently evinced by that very |
Authority of f{eripture which thefe our encmies
pretend to {ubmit to, and be judged by, (as in-
deed their above-mentioned Leaders, and other
Herecticks have done before them) all tenets ;
whatfoever, and in what manner {oever nmpug-
ning the Force of them, will equally, and ut-
terly vanifh into nothing ; and therefore I {hall
proceed in a general method of enquiry, and
only touch upon any particalar Dodlrine or
Notion as the occafional review of it may ferve
to illuftrate the {ubjeét matter before me.

The Queflion at prefent to be refolved then
is ~~ Whether the Holy Scriptures are not {ufll-
ciently clear, and explicit upon thefe great Arti-
cles of our Faith, to overthrow the pleas, and
pretences of Sceptici{im, and Infidelity.

ROl o T . R T -

How
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Now without producing all the texts which
have been repeatedly, and indeed unanfwerably,
quoted 1 fupport of the Doltrine of the Holy
Trinity, they are, it may in gencral be remark-
ed, fo many and f{o exprefs, that did they con-
tain any thing but a Myftery, no poffible dif-
putes could ariic about the fenfe and meaning
of them. Moft of the Pafiages in Scripture de-
clarative of a I'rinity of Perfons in the Gochead
are {fo clear, that they are only liable to wilful
mifinterpretation : the ufuai Benedictions of St.
Paul, particularly, and the Scripture Form of
Baptifm are as plain as words can make them;
and therefore tho’ a gencral and fuperficial
view of the Dodltrines of Religion, which re-
quire an implicit Faith, may difpofc thc Wif-
dom of this World, to call in gueftion the Au-
thority of Religion itfelf (which has becen alrea-
dy, ’tis hoped, cleared up) yet for men to dif-
pute, or tacitly to doubt, the Doltrines of our
Religion, while they allow 1ts Authority, {eems
to be as whimfical a2 kind of compofition, as
human pride can well be conceived to offer.

It 1s true, Infidels have attempted to explain a-
way many places of Scripture which moft infal-
libly prove the Divinity of the Son, or of the
Holy Ghoft; to charge fome with corruption
and ungenuinenefs ; and to oppofe to others, by
way of counterbalance, certain paffages which
[eem to imply the inferiority of the Second Per-
fon, and the imperfonality of the Third in the

blefled Trinity.
1D But
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But the firft attempt may be obviated by ob.
ferving, that if the texts appealed to in the pre-
fent queftion can be explained away, the infidel
is defyed to produce any paflage in any author
that cannot.

Granting further, for argument’s fake, the
truth of the fecond objeCtion in every inftance
pretended, the accidental, or even defign’d, cor-
ruption of particular places, cannot affect the fenfe
and {ignification of thofe that are undeniably ge-
nuine and true; and laftly, tho’ fome expref-
fions necefiarily and vifibly referring to the hu-

manity of the fon, or defcribing the operations

and effets of the Holy Spirit, muft be couch'd |
in terms correfpondent to the ideas defigned to

be conveyed by them, yet they cannot poffibly
invalidate the force, or leflen the importance, of
fuch, as dire¢tly and evidently exprefs the Divi-
nity of both: for in the prefent {fuppofed cafe
of 2 Revelation from God himf{elt, all, and eve-
ry article and paflage muft in {ome f{enfe be
true; and if any particular paffage will bear no
fenfe but a literal, though myfterious one, ac-
cording to the general rules of underftanding all
writings, that fenfe 1s without doubt to be put
upon it.

The texts relative to the Human Nature of
Chrift are eafily reconcileable with thofe that de-
clare his Divine; but the Properties, Powers,
and Attributes of Divinity afcribed to him, can-
not with any colour of propriety be affirmed of
a mere Man, or any created Being.

After
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After all, ’tis no uncommon thing to find
men making myfteries, though they will not
believe them, and induftrioufly removing diffi-
culties, by eftablifhing impoffibilities. If the Sa-
cred Theory be in {fome eflential particulars in-
comprehenfible, the inventions and hypothefes
of human wit to fubvert it, are at leaft equally
fo, and require the fame degree of Faith, with-
out the {fame, or indeed any, foundation. It
would be endlefs to enumerate the {feveral {chemes
which the extravagance of imagination has de-
vifed to evade the force of the many clear pafla-
ges which evince the Doctrine of the Trinity:
And the abfurdity of thefe fchemes is equal to
their prefumption. They, who would make us
believe with Soczmus that Jefus Chrift had no
Exiftence before he was born of a Woman,
fhould acquaint us in what poffible {fenfe he ex-
ifted before Abraham, or by what means he
made the World; or, if He himfelf was made
for this purpofe, and is only the Inftrument,

-~ the Favourite, or the Deputy, of God.Almighty

)
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- (as fome of his followers, and others have held)

we ought to have explained to us the Nature of
a Created Creator, or a God by Delegation —
It the Holy Ghoft be no more than a Quality,
a Motion, or a Grace, let thofe whom it con-
cerns afcertain to us the i1dea of a motion,
‘teaching, ® bearing witnefs, © making interceffion ;
or of a quality ¢ defcending in a bodily [fhape from
Heaven — It 1s eafy indeed, were it but as ratjo-

a 1Cor. 2. 13, b Heb. 10, 15, ¢ Rom, 8,206, &c.
d Luke 3. 22.

nal
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el

nal, to refolve every expreffion in Scripture that
is either too excellent for our conceptions, or
too delicate for our paffions, mto figure and al-
legory : But this 1s an expedient that plainly re-
{olves away the very Principles and Vitals of
Religion itfelf, and in its confequences muft in-
volve the {cope and tendency not only of the
{fpeculative, but alfo of many of the practtical,
points of Chriftianity.

Befides, it is an expedient that the common
modes of Scriptural Language will by no means
warrant :  Our Saviour ufually delivers his great
Docirines with the plainnefs and per{picuity of
ordinary converfation ; and even when he {peaks
in a parabolical or myfterious manner, cvery

r
4
1

1
1
1

difficulty is either cleared up by his own fublfe-

quent explication, or by the plain {cope and
import of the context itfclf. As many, and as
flrong, as the prejudices were, which the Jews
had conceived againit the Perfon of Jefus Charift,
thc moft infuperable, no doubt, (as we have al-
ready hinted) was that which was raifed in them
by his repeated and manifeft declarations of his
Divinity. *The “fews fouglht the more to kil bim,
becaufe He 1ot only bad broken the Sabbath, but
faid alfo that God was bis Father, making binfdf
equal with God. And it was his explicit aflertion
to the fame purpofe, that was the immediate
occafion of the {entence which “was paft upon
him. *Tis certain therefore the Jews underftood
our Saviour according to the literal fignification
of his cxpreflions ; and 1f he himfelf had not 1n-

n John 5. 18.

%

tended
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tended they fhould do fo, it was not only his
hafinefs, but his plain intereft alfo, to have un-
deceived them. In truth, he who fhall affe& to
loubt the fenfe of fuch expreflions muft be an
enemy to 1ntelligible language, and a Sceptic in
matters of facét ; he may w1th cqual reafon pre-
tend that our Saviour fuffered by Figure, and
was allegorically nailed to the Crofs. In fhort,
cther the Holy Scripture 1s to be underftood mn
the fame manner, and by the {fame rules with
all other compofitions, or 1t 1s not; 1f it 1s, the
decbate 1s ended at once s if it is not, the Anti-
Trinitarian will be found to lend a very ftrong
rgument to Papifts themfelves; fince nothing
more 1s requifite than this conceflion, to prove
not only the Defircablenefs, but even Neceflity,
of an Infallible Guide for the right underftand-
no the true fenfe and purport of the Sacred
Writings.

But it may notwithftanding be probably al-
edoed that this matter 1s not {o abfolutely clear
nd exprefs as we would have it thought, and
152 fundamental Article of IFaith ought to bej;
that as the term Trinity never once occurs in
?.the Scriptures, fo no text can be produced which
preufel}, and Zotidein wverbis, {peaks the language
of the firft Article of our Church, that < in the
“Unity of the Godhead there be Three Perfons
;”Of one Subftance, Power, and Eternity, the
“Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft;” — or
r“Of the fecond— < That two whole and perfedt
i Natures, that is to fay, the Godhead, and
i“ M’thOd are joined together in one Perfon,
F

CCnever
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« never to be divided, whereof 1s one Chrift, :
<cyery God, and very Man ;" — or of the Fifth, §
<« 'That the Holy Ghoft, proceeding from the 'i
¢« Father, and the Son, is of one Subftance, @
<« Majefty, and Glory, with the Father, and the &
«« Son, very, and eternal God.”

Now, it is certain in the firft place, that thofc §
who could argue, or, to {peak more properly, &
cavil in this manner would not be lefs Jfow of §
Heart to believe the Holy Secriptures, tho’ they §
{poke in the very identical terms of the above §
articles themfelves ; becaufe the original difficul- @
ty, which lies in the Myfterious Nature of the §
Doétrine, would ftill withold their affent from §
it ; and fecondly,

If there be any real Force in fuch reafoning, §
it will extend much farther by neceffary confe- §
quence, than fuch Objectors could be {upposd §
to defign it thould ; for it will fupply the Athe- __:_f
ift with pretences and exceptions, if not againit §
the Being of God, at leaft againit his Provi- §
dence and Attributes, as far as they are afferted |
to be demonftrable from Scripture: There 1sno |
one paffage in Holy Writ which literally tells us |
a1 the whole firft article does, < that there 1s but |
<« one living and true God, everlafting, without |
<« Body, Parts, or Paffions, of infinite Power, Wii-
«« dom, and Goodnefs, the Maker, and Prefer-
« yer of all things both vifible and invifible.” —
The trath is, though a very clear, and rational, !
{cheme of Religion may be drawn from the ob-
vious fenfe and import of the Holy Scripturcs,

yet, they themfelves are nota Methodical, }&ut
i {to-
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Hiftorical Syftem of Divinity, The great Truths
they contain are not to be inferred from a parti-
wlar claufe, or a fingle fection, but from the
collective tendency and purport of the whole.
| Thus, the Attributes of the Deity are feverally
lluftrated 1n the Old Teftament by the occafio-
| nal accounts therein given us of the Divine Dif-
penfations to Mankind, to the Family of Noah,
| and of Abraham, to the Patriarchs, to the Peo-
[ ole of the Jews, and the neighbouring Nations.
 And in like manner the great Dolrines of the
i New Teftament depend upon the truth of the
§ narrations of our Saviour’s Birth, Life, Conver-
fatlon, Paffion, and Refurre&ion, and of the
 Defcent and Operations of the Holy Ghoft, and
fupon the frequent references and allufions to
g ome one or more of thefe in the Epiftles of the
f Apoftles to the Chriftian Converts. If thefe
Jtherefore are full and explicit as to theirr mean-
fing, the Church has nothing to do but to deli-
fver that meaning to her Members in any terms
fthat are evidently fignificant of it; and if the
scriptural Reprefentation of a Threefold Union of
8 Perfons 1n the Godhead be pertinently expreffed
jby the word Trinity, we are certainly at liberty
ito make ufe of it.

i It 1s further, ridiculous, as well as wicked,
fwhen we fee that zhefe things are fo from the ea-
2y, natural, and unavoidable, conftru@ion to be
RPut upon numberlefs expreflions and paflages,
g0 alk, bow can thefe things be?2 An Intelligible
My{’rery 1s a Contradi¢tion 1in Terms, and diffi-
ulties are no objections, where difficulties muft
' neceflarily
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neceffarily be. Indeed, the non-attention of §
men to plain fact, and fimple Scriptural Rela
tion, and the perplexities they throw themiclves 8
into by their vain endeavours to reconcile {piri-
tual truths, with natural ideas, or by their grcf; §
and literal acceptation of certain Scriptural E:- 8
preflions, which are only true in an eminent @
and incomprehenfible fenfe, contribute much 1 §
that prevailing Scepticiim, which it 1s almot @
unfafthionable to complain of in the prefent Age, §
There 1s in Scripture a clear and manifeft dif- §
tinction of Three Perfons in the Divine Nature, §
the Second of which is repeatedly and empha-§
tically ftiled, the Son of God.— But tis to be§
remembered, that though this Title or Denomi-§
nation belongs to him undoubtedly i1n a {lriélly§
true and proper {enfe, yet 1n refpect of cur no-§
tions of Paternity, and Sonfhip, which {uppoic$
the precedency of Caufe, and the dependance off
Efte&t, he 1s {o called by analogy only, and «-§
Spwmmndans. T he relation the Second Peifon ng
the Holy Trinity bears to the other "T'wo, ani]
the part he voluntarily took in the great {ichemed
of Man’s Redemption, are moft aptly convered
to our Underftandings (as far as they can b
conveyed at all) by this appeliation ; which 5|
the more proper and fignificant, becaufe, whi|
it denotes {fome degree of Subordination, as (o

manner of Subfiftence, pofteriority of ordcr, of
peculiarity of Office, it imports no fort of Infe-

riority or Inequality of Nature. — Inftead ther-

fore of amufing, or rather confounding, ow

{elves with fruitlefs attempts to afcertain the pref
CHd
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cife Idea of Father, Son, and Spirit in the God-
head, we fhould acquiefce in the declarations of
Scripture which manifeftly aflert the Divinity of
each. He, who made the World, ® FHe, wlo
farcheth all things, * He, who is the difpenfer of
dl [piritual Gifts, He, 11 whofe nante we are bap-
tized, and [olemnly bleft, muft be truly and cflen-
tiully God : and accordingly no exprefiions that
fem to Intimate the Generation of the Son by,
or the Proceflion of the Holy Ghoft from, a
fuperiour or prior Being (expreflions partly allu-
five only to the Goipel Difpenfation, and partly
| fignificant, in fome mcafure, of the threefold
| diftinction 1 the Godhead to the Weaknels of
| the human mind) can juftly be underftood to
 offeCt the Eternal Eficnce, and inherent Perfec-
 tions of the Son, or of the Spirit, or direct us
o confider them as Perfons or Beings of a diffe-
f rent Nature and Excellence from God the Fa-
# ther.
E It Is true, the Manner, thc Ratio of the Ex-
E litence of Three Perfons in one Nature is utter-
¢ ly inexplicable ; but this will by no means coun-
f tnance the {uggeftions of thofe who, 1n order
f 0 undermine this great Doctrine of Chriftianity,
¢ farther infinuate, that the human mind in the
i contemplation of the Deity cannot diftinguifh
 without diminithing, and that the Idea of what
f they call abfolute and indivifible is infeparable
f rom that of Perfection.

t  Now that the Unity of the Divine Effence is
 ndivifible, is agreed on all hands; but that the
' a 1Cor. 2. 10. b 1Cor.12.11,

I partiéi-
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participation of this Effence of Three diftiné !
Perfons { which is the Scripture Doctrine) implies |
any thing derogatory to the Excellence of the §
Divine Nature, or the Perfection of Unity, we §
muft abfolutely deny. For we afcribe Unity to 4
the Godhead primarily, becaufe the ldea of U.
nity fuppofes fuch a full Independency of Power, §
and abfolute Freedom of Will and Action, as s |
neither fubject to the oppofition or controul, nor §
requires the concurrence of any equal or infe- @
riour Being. The moft material objection a- §
gainft the Multiplicity of Gods, or a diftinction §
of Perfons in one Godhead feems to be ground- {
ed on the poffibility of their counter-acting one !
another, and on the precarious and contradictos |
ry Syftem of Providence that muit thereupon
inevitably enfue. — But the Chriftian Theory §
obviates every obiection of this kind, by manifeft- §
ly reprefenting to us the Holy Three as necefla- 4
rily cooperating together, and to all intents and
purpofes One, with regard to the Myftery of §
man’s Salvation. It exhibits to us the Three Per-
{ons of the Godhead in different Lights, and un-§
der the feveral denominations of Creator, Re-]
deemer, and San&ifier; but notwithftanding |
fuch diftin@ion of Denomination, Relation, and]
Office, (a diftinction which, by the way, admits }
a reciprocal change of Characters) the Three
are demonftrably in point of Will, Decree, Pow-
er and Excellency, One and the Same: So tha
as the Athanafian Creed well direils, in all
«¢ things the Unity in Trinity, and the Trimty
««in Unity is to be worfhipped.” — In thort, 1t

any
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any Doltrine 1s fairly deducible from Scripture,
that of the Trinity is, and even if the paffages
produced in proof of it were lefs numerous or
ftrong than they really are, they ought rather to
incline us to the fide of Faith, than to that of
Infidelity : becaufe it would be by no means
credible, that Writers fetting forth the great
Truths of a Religion, of which God is confefs-
cdly the Author, {hould make ufe of expreffions,
which they could not but forefee would very
probably mifguide their fucceflors in the fame
Faith, into many notions fundamentally errone-
ous. — Upon the whole, is it not wifer, as well

as fafer, to abide by the Authority of Scripture,

~and the generally reccived Doctrine of the Chrif-
- tan World, than by the extravagance of Fancy,
- and the fubtlety of Wit? Or, have thefe mend-
- ed the matter ? are they more confiftent, or lefs

- unintelligible 7 muft we not have Faith in fome-
- thing ? and if {o, furely no notion or tenct what-
~foever has a right to our attention or efteem

. merely becaufe it is anti-feriptural. If the bare

. want of Comprehenfion be an argument againit

. our Faith, we muft be Infidels in a thoufand in-

1
n
i
F

ftances. — What is the Ratio, the Foundation

. of Union between the Human Soul and Body ?

Is it not equally Myfterious, with regard to our

- Capacity to explain it, as the Union of the Hu-
- man Nature with the Divine ? There is 1n fact

a certain point 1n all enquiries at which Reafon
ftops ; in refpect even of natural Truths, Know-

~ ledge is circumfcribed, and Belief infinite ; and
- therefore if the Authority of Scripture be valid,

'tis
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‘tis abfurd to meafure the Truths of it by the |
extent of our own Underftandings and Appre-
henfions ; and ’tis dangerous to do {o, becaufe ¢
hereby we fhall be found to fight againft God, j
But thefe reflections direét me to the confide- §
rations I before p1opofed to point out to thofe
who are concerned in all, or any the foregoing §
enqunlc
And 1ft becaufe every degree of Doubt and In-
fidehity 15 plainly owing to a certain Jealoufy with
which Human Reflfon 1s tenacious of 1ts {uppo- §
fed Rights and Privileges, it 1s worth obferving |
that this Jealoufy in the prefent cafe is utterly §
without {olid foundation. For the myftical Doc- ¢
trines of Scripture do not invade or infringe the
Rights and Prerogatives of Reafon but ewd{.ntly 1:
fupuff,de them. Human Reafon 15 indeed the
Teft of Truth to the full extent of its capacity,
and the Judge of Rehigious Matters, as far as it
15 a Judge: but it has no pretence to decidein
cafes wherein it 1s not appealed to. Chriftianity, !
as to the general Charadters of its Genuineneﬁ;,
and the CLCdLI’ltl’llS of its Author’s Divinity, m-
vites and challenges a rational Exammutlon;
and 1if 1n foime Points of Doétrine it exceeds the
Compafb of our conceptlons and underfrandingg,
tis to be remembered that 1t came recommendcd
accordingly, and was eftablithed by proper Ar-
guments, precluding all farther {peculations by
Signs, and Wonders, and Miracles. Supernatu-
ral Fvidence, therefore, thus confirming Supcer-
natural Doctrines, and fatisfying Reafon by put-
ting it to filence, the c¢redibility of them 1s de-
monf{trabls
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 monftrable from neceflary inference, and we
llave all rational grounds, that can be wifthed,
or an implicit Faith ; at leaft, we have more ra-
Lional grounds than the Sceptic trufts to; if the
Lorecat Docirines of Chriftianity are falfe, it will
be hard to {fay what is true ; and yet Infidelity it-
 felf muft ix on {fome Syftem upon certain grant-
bed Principles, and thofe perhaps of a very un-
 ftable Nature, and refolve itfelt ultimately with
the utmoft acquiefcence into fome Hypothefis.
E But let 1t
b 2dly, be remarked that though the great
 Doctrine of a Trinity of Perfons in the Godhead
he infinitely beyond the rcach of our Compre-
$ henfions, 1t 1s however exquifitely adapted, and
biully adequate to the {piritual wants and nccefli-
ties of Mankind. That perfect and univerfal o-
f bedience s due from Man to God, (as far as his
will may be known) 1s a natural truth, no lefs
f cortain than that Man, through the corruption
£0f his Nature, and his propenfity to evil, is ab-
g lolutely unable to pay it. Herein then vifibly
ippears the neceflity of a Satisfaction, an Attone-
gnent for every breach of Duty. This Artone-
iment 1s readily to be had upon the Gofpel
t ferms.  The Sacrifice of the Death of Chrift
Fuoon the crofs, fuppofing him to be the Son of
God, mutt undeniably be ¢ a full, perfet, and
‘“{ufficient, oblation and Satisfaction for the Sins
“of the whole World.”— And what Sacrifice is
0 1its own Nature fully propitiatory but this ?
_ }Vhat expedient will the Infidel have recourfe to
0 the room of 1t? Will he plead the non-ne-
| ceflity
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ceflity of {fuch an excellent Sacrifice, the effica.]
cy of a fincere repentance, and the inexhauftibl]
fund of Divine Mercy? — This {fuppofed non.|
neceflity might indeed be reafonably urged were}
there no proofs of the reality of the thing ; andj
the Doctrines of Repentance and Infinite Mercy)
are, no doubt, rational and comfortable enough,
where the name of Chrift was never heard ; bu;
where it has been, there muft at leaft be as muchj
difterence between the Chriftian Theory, and
any the imagination of man can invent, as thex
1s between the perplexity infeparable from Douly,|
and the fubftantial {atisfaction of Aflurance. And,
by the way, every Notion whatever, more o]
lefs derogatory to the Divine Nature of Jelu
Chrift, muft be proportionably liable to th]
{ame inconveniences and defeéts, and by detradt-|
ing from the merit and dignity of the Holy Vic-;
tim, diminifh the intrinfic value of the Sacrifice]
— Again, f{uch is the acknowledged Infirmut
of our Nature, that we cannot do the thing
that we would; we not only need a Sacrifice fur
Sin, but alfo an Inciter to holy Life. The gri-
cious Affiftances of the Holy Spirit, the Thir
Perfon in the Blefled Trinity, for this purpok
are freely offered, and competently difpenfed
How far the motions of this Holy Spirit are per-
ceptible by good Men, or by what rules we ma)
judge of the Certainty of his falutary Influence
I thall not enquire in this Place: Let it {uffic
to obferve againft all Gainfayers, who affectt
laugh at the Notion of Divine Afiiftance, ai

preventing Grace, that they are by no mew
quahﬁu
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qualiﬁed to determine this matter ; for as theit
[Unbelief 1s grounded on their want of perfonal
Experience, fo 1t 1s impofiible in the Nature of
Jthings, that they, who do defpight to the Spirit
jof Grace, by denying his Exiftence, or preclu~
Rding his fuggeftions, fhould ever be favoured
fwith an experimental conviction of their reality.
iVean while 1t 1s
i 2dly, to be obferved, that as no Sacrifice of
efs value than the Chriftian Paflover could ab-
folutely, and by its own intrinfic Merit, attone
bfor the {ins of Mankind, f{o the once offering of
thimfelf upon the Crofs was an alt of Goodnefs
g:nd Love, utterly undeferved indeed on our
g narts, but highly worthy the Divine Perfon that
performed it.  Indeed, the whole Chriftian ce-
$ conomy befpeaks God for its Author. T'o reco-
gver loft Man from the darknefs of Ignorance
g and Error; to loofe the bands of {in and flavery,
tand to give us a law direing to Salvation and
B cternal Life, were Offices fit only for him, who,
fwith the greate{t propriety of allufion, is called
Bthe Way, the Truth, and the Light. —* God was
E mantfefled in the Flefb to deftroy the Works of the
R Devzl.  An undertaking this, fuitable to infinite
B Mercy, and to be accomplifhed only by infinite
f Power ; An undertaking attended with Humi-
flition, Difcomfort and Sorrow, but termina-
tng in Victory and Triumph. The obfcurity
B of our Saviour’s Life, the infolence with which
®'He was treated, the thame of his Crofs, the an-
i*guifh of his Wounds, and the agony of his

a 1 John 3.8. 1Tum. 3.16.
Death,
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Death, in this light are to be: regarded only g
thades to the {plendour of his Charaéter, and pre. |
ludes to his Glory. — How does every abfurd ]
attempt to detract from the Excellence of the$
Perfon of Chnit, and to bring it to a level with §
that of mere man, lefien and contract our Ideas, §
and impair not only the Efficacy, but the Dig-§
nity, of the Chriftian Difpenfation? In truth,
every fuch attempt is fruftrated by this fingle §
confideration, that in Point of perfonal worth §
and quality, Jefus Chrift cannot be comparcd §
with any Man that ever did, or poflibly can,§
exift; for if he is not the Son of God, his pre-§
tenfions to Divinity, notwith{tanding the allow-§
ed Excellence of his moral Precepts, muft {ink§
him below the worf{t of mortals ; and if he il
the Son of God, he 1s infinitely above the great-§
cft. And we may farther proceed to obferve§
here, that the part the Holy Spirit, the Thid)
Perfon in the Godhead, bears 1n the glorious]
Scheme of man’s Salvation, 1s equally worthy§
the Divine Nature ; and that, whether we con-§
fider the many miraculous Gifts and Graces by}
which he enabled the Apoftles to preach and§
propagate the Gofpel, or, his ordinary com-|
munications, and fecret, but effeftual, coopc-|
rations with the f{incere endeavours of true
Chriftians. In fhort, that the Son and Holy]
Ghoft are Divine Perfons, muft reafonably b
inferred even from the Propriety, the Amiable-
nefs, and the Importance of the Provinces

which the Scriptures manifeftly affign to them;
And

4thly,
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4thly, We may here pertinently take notice
that the Doctrine of Redemption by Jefus Chrift,
a5 it 1s ftated to us in the Holy Writings, is
{uficient to filence the cavils that have been
made (as it has been alreadyremarked) againft the
pofteriority of the date of the Chriftian Religion,
or the want of its Univerfality. For the merits
of the Sacrifice of Chrift’s death, whether de-
creed or accomplifhed, mufit be virtually and u-
niverfally efficacious in all Ages and Places,
from the beginning to the End of Time. They
are by Divine Mercy imputable where they are
entirely unknown : and though, for reafons hid
from the wife and prudent, as well as the ignorant
and fooltfh, the Divine Providence has permitted
from the beginning Errour and Superftition to en-
grofs the far greater part of the known World,
yet we may, in reafon and charity, {fuppofe that
all men (for all men, as fuch, are equally capa-
‘b]e of mercy) will be faved by virtue of Chrift’s
datistaction, who act agreeably to the real judg-
ment of their Confciences, and the beft informa-
étlon they can procure. There 1s, I think, no
sdoubt but < all holy defires, all good counfels,
g“ and all juft works do proceed” from the im-
perceptible Suggeftions and Infpirations of the
E BleITed Spirit in all fincerely good Men of what-
!ever Faith or Denomination; and though the
 beft human A&ions have, upon the whole, fuch
. an Alloy of Imperfection, that, as to thelr own
grlght and title to acceptance W1th God, they
f ‘“have in them,” as our Article expreﬁ'es it
- “the Nature of fin,” yet cvery work fhall {furely
have

[ et i R |
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have its juft Reward, that can either derive any}
merit from faith in Chrift, or from the unknownl

virtue of his Sacrifice. The Scriptures encourage]
us to hope that finally all Mankind fhall be ¢}

Fold under one Shepberd, fefus Chrift, till which]
happy period of time, no man’s invincible Error|
or involuntary Ignorance fhall rife in Judgment]
againft him. * He that belreveth and 25 baptized §
our Blefled Saviour tells us, fball ve faved, but by
that believeth not [hall be damned @ that 1s, as the]
word amisnras {hould rather be rendered, he that
difbelieves the Gofpel after {ufficient means, and}
proper opportunities of embracing it, have been§
offered him: of which fufficiency God is, no§
doubt, the fole Judge. If it be atked, whar Ad-}
vantage then bath the Chriftian 2 We may anfwer §
in the words of St. Pax/ upon an almoft parallel }
occafion, much every way, but chiefly that unt}
them are committed the oracles of God: They are|
directly and immediately in covenant with him, |
and the conditions of everlafting happinefs are af- §
certained to them. But God forbid we {hould |
prefume to limit the fufficiency of Chrift’s me-|
rits, by confining them to ourfelves, or exclude |
thofe whom their own faults have not excluded
from the noble and comprehenfive {cheme of
Salvation. ® God is no refpelter of Perfons, but i
cvery Nation be that feareth Him, and worketh
Righteoufnefs is accepted with bin.

Give me leave now to conclude with an occa-
fional Word or two of Advice to ourlelves. —

Do then the Three Perfons of the Holy, Blefied
a Mark 16. 16. b Aéts 10. 34, 35.

and
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and Glorious, Trinity concur in the fcheme, and
concert the means of man’s Salvation? — The
confideration hereof fhould teach Us to fet a
proper value upon the dignity of Human Na-
ture, and to act as becomes Creatures nearly in-
terefted 1n the ceconomy of Heaven. We can
pever be too zealous to defend, or too careful to
qetain through Chrift, the Preeminences and
‘Advantages, which the profefiion of the Chrif-
itian Faith intitles us to. Every other Syftem of
Religion fuppoies us of far lefs eftimation in the
fight of God, and (if I may {o {peak) removes
;FHim to a greater diftance from us. — If we are
' laudably anxious for our civil Rights and Liber-
ties, we fhould, in juftice to ourfelves, and in
ipoint of the trueft honour, be ftill more jealous
 of our religious privileges. 'The Infidel, as far
-as in him lies, robs the good man of the Anchor
of his Soul, and the penitent finner of his fureft
refuge, and therefore, as we fhould take care not
to forfeit our Title to the Benefit of the Gofpel
covenant by our own folly or neglect, {o {hould
we be always upon our guard againit the attacks
and infinuations of thofe, who ignorantly or pre-
{fumptuouily, openly or covertly, endeavour to
invalidate the reafons of the Hope that is in us,

‘and deprive us of the comforts of Chriftianity.
And farther, let thofe of this place, who are
‘more immediately entrufted with the Govern-
ment and Dire&ion of Youth, labour to in-
till religious principles into their minds, and
nftru&t them in the Faith and Fear of God.
The great end of Education is to make
men
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men wife unto Salvation — the wifdom of this§
World s, in itlelf, fool: /Zmﬁ with God, and 3l !
Philofophy, that excludes or 1s repugnant to the §
Thcmy of Chriftianity, 1s at beft but Screnge
Jalfly fo called. Unlimited Freedom of Opinion §
1s indeed the favourite Topic of Declamation in 4
thefe our days; Notions {ubverfive of the Truths
of the Gofpel are daily diffeminated with inde- §
fatigable Diligence, and (whif_,h is to be lament. |
ed) without controul ; but it will {urely one day
appear, that neither Scrlpture nor {fober Reafon}
will juftify men n thinking, any more than in}
a&ting, licentioully. However,- fince things arc §
in this Situation, we, who have the Honour to
be Stewwards of the Myfleries of God, fhall be par-§
ticularly wequired to be jfound faithful; and the _~
raore {o, becanfe the Sacred Order itfelf has been
fometimes infected with the prevailing Infideli-
ty of the times, and ozur Foes bave besn they of §
ety own Houfhold. 'That there is room for {uch 3
complaints now, I will not prefume to fay: but ]
if at any time hereafter, any Perfon of whatever {
rank or dignity in the Church of Chrift, ﬂmul :
lic under reafonable fufpicions of {ecretly renoun-;
cing the Truths he publicly embraas, and of
betraying the Sacred Caufe he is in duty md
oratitude bound to defend, the following quei-|
tion may neither unfeafonably nor infolently be |
asked him — How he can reconcile it with the]
principles of common juftice, honefty and fince-|
rity, to enjoy the emoluments and preferments|
which he took upon other terms, and with o-

ther profeflions? In the mean Whlle may we of
this
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this Place take heed, at leaft as far as our ex-
ample or influence can reach, #hat the Minifiry
be not blamed : may we earneflly, confcientioufly
and avowedly, contend for the Faith awbich was
once delivered unio the Saints, and for the Doc-
trines of our excellent Church.

And laftly, let us be ever thankful to God
for the gracious Revelation of his Son Jefus
Chrift — Let our Converfation be fuch as becometh
bis Gofpel — Let the great Truths of it be the
conftant objets of our love and veneration, and
the Precepts, of our uniform and fincere,
though 1mperfect, obedience; Let us not pre-
fume to try religious Doltrines by the Teft of
our inadequate Faculties, and confound myfte-
ries by affected illuftrations of them. ZLord, 1
belreve, belp thon mine Unbelief, is a declaration
worthy the Humility, and a Prayer expreflive
of the natural weaknefs, of the beft Chriftian.
The experiments and efforts of Reafon in mat-
ters too high for it are fure to be vain, and may
be dangerous: for from reafoning upon them there
~is a too gradual Defcent to doubting, and from
~ doubting todisbelieving. The Creeds of the Chrif-
tian Church are not explanatory, but defcriptive
and declarative, of the fundamental Articles of
Religion. That of St. Athanafius is moft full and
peremptory, and as it was framed in oppofition
to growing Herefy lays a particular ftrefs upon
the covenanted terms of Salvation — A ftrefs
that ought to be laid in every Age, wherein thofe
- terms are notoriouily ridiculed and defpifed. But
though in certain cafes, by Scriptural Authority,

it
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it does not apply the Mercy of God, and the
Merits of Chrift, yet it excludes not the unco-
venanted interpofition of both. Ina word, if the
Divinity of Chrift may be clearly demonfirated
from Scripture, all pofiible precautions to fecure
the belief of {o effential a point, are not only de-
fenfible, but laudable; and that it may, bhas
been often irrefragably, and, I hope, to day in
{fome meafure, evinced — for furely we need
only to refer to the plain and obvious fenfe, of
numberlefs paffages, and to the univerfal tenour
of the Sacred Volume, to be convinced with the
Centurion at the Crucifixion, and to believe m
the utmoft latitude of his Exprefiion, that fru/
this Man was the Son of God.

To Him therefore with the Father, &c.

F I N I b



