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geétion of the Chriftian Miracles by the
Heatbens [a] having, as he is well af-
fur'd, [#] an undoubted Claim to one of
the two Reafons for making a Work publick, 1bat
what it contains SHOUL D. be new, and not
willing, that fo uncommon a Merit fhould be thrown
away upon his Reader, is careful to advertife us of
this Point himfelf, and accordingly flouriihes upon
1t with much apparent Alacrity and Satisfaction
thro’ a great Part of his Preface.  For, not con-
tent with this bare Affertion of his Claim, he grows
- {o elate, as to wonder this important Theme fhould

be

[¢] W. Wefton, B. D. Fellow of St. John's College, Cam-

bridge ; and Vicar of Campden, Glouceflerfhire, Camb, 1746,
[6]) Pref, Pag, i,



(6]

be referv’d for him [¢], and that no Sagacity of
former Times had been blefs’d in the Difcovery.
Nay, left his very Patron fhould neglect him, or,
as if he {ulpelted, my Lord might look no farther
than the Dedication, he fcruples not to men:ion
even there the Excellency of his Woik 3 and is
very frank in declaring his own good Opinivi
of it [4].

An Exordium, like this, we know, is generally
inaufpictous. However it may ferve to one end,
not the leaft confiderable, 1t may be, 11 an Author’s
Views, to engage the publick Attention, For it
is indeed but natural to inquire into the peculiar
merit of 2 Work, that could infpire its Writer with
{uch Boafts, and fill a Place in 1t, till now facred
to a real, or pretended Modefty, with {uch unufual
Confidence and Triumph. And this, we are told,
confifts in the Difcovery of a new Solution of ¢ Diffi-
culty abont Miracles (e}, which bad long perplex’d
the Inguirver more thau all the reff put together. For,
taking into his Confideration the Argument for the
Divinity of our Holy Religion, as arifing there-
from, He could not belp thinking it extremely odd,
that [uch Numbers of Meu, for Jo long o Time, could
reject what to Chriftians in generaly, and bimfelf i
particvler, feem’d to te of fo great Weight [f].
And the Embarras he swas under from this Difh-
culty put him wpor looking for joine Solution of 1f
aimongft the Varicly of Anthors on 1bis Subject, both
ancient aind modern 3 buc to no Purpole, 1t {eems,
all the Felicity of his own Genitus had {track out 2

new

[c] Pref. Pag. i:.

[4] Ded. Pag. iv.—~The beft Compliment 1 can make your
Lordfkip on the Occafion is the true one, that I bave a gond
Ojafr:fm ¢f the prefent Performanc: mufelf, &c,

[e] Pref, Papg. iii, [F] Paet, ibid,
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new Route, and led him to feek it in the low Opi-
nion which the Heathens entertain’d of Miracles.
And now the whole Difcovery is out: And to
fay the Truth, 1s every way fo {urprizing, thatan
Author of lefs Modefty, than ours, had affum’d a
ftill farther Merit upon 1t. For wherefore elfe
fhould He reft in the Honour of a new Solution,
when the Objeliion tlelf 1s His 2 And furely at this
Time of Day, when every Species of Hoftility has
been try’d, and the whole Armoury of the Enemy
been exhaufted in the Service, 1t muft be deem’d a
higher Praife of Invention to have furnifhed new
Arms, than to counter-at the Ufe of them, Nor
do I pay the Author too great 2 Compliment in {up-
pofing the Objection His, fince he fairly owns it bas
always been pafs’d ever [g], which, in an Age like
this, when every Difficulty, relating to Reveal’d
Religion, has been feduloufly urg’d, and honeftly
examied, 1s 1n effe® faying, it was never flarted.
And, indeed, this is fo much the Cale, that, inftead
of dreaming of any Objeétion from this Quarter,
Chriftian Writers have univerfally agreed in repre-
{enting the quick and {peedy Converfion of the Hea-
then World, as an undeniable Evidence of its Di-
vinity. And, for the Truth of the Falt, they ap-
peal to the Teftimony of the Heathens themfelves,
complaining of the enormous Growth of the rew
Scf? 5 which had fpread itfelf over all Orders and
Degrees of Men, infomuch that their Altats were
neglected, and the Temples of their Gods left, i a
Manner, defolate [#]. Nay, the Chriftian Apo-

logiits,

[ ¢] Pref. Pag. ii.

(5] The {ollowing Paffage: brought to confirm this Faéf are
fo well known, that, if there was not fomething uncommonly
{trong, and fubverfive of the Writer's Gbjection in the very
Turnof Expreflion, I fhould fcarce think mytcifatLiberty ro

cranlcribe
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logifts, we know, brav’d them to their very Face
with the incredible Progrefs of. Chriftianity [7].
And thus,: inflead of its being true, as the Inquirer
candidly infinuates, that there was fomething fo ex-
ceeding!y perples’d end intricate in the Subjeét itfelf,
or Joinething fo critical and denserous in the Solution
of 1¢, that it was always thezght proper 19 be kept
from View [k], nothing, on the contrary, ¢an.be
more evident, than that there 1s no Difficulty to be
accounted for atall ; or, if fome more forward Pro-
je¢tor fhould aifect to make one of 1t, the Pretence
might eafily, and without any Danger, admita So-
lution., So that upon the whole (ifa Dealer in No-
velties were not too much difgrac’d by fo ffale-an
Allnfion) one fhould be apt to regard the learned
Writer as having been pufh’d on to’this Inquiry by
much the fame Spirit, as, m an evil Hour, led the
valerous Knight of Mauca out upon his Rambles,
For, firuck with the Conceit of his own fuperior.
Prowefs, and confiderng withall the Lofs the
World might fuftain by his not appearing 1n it, he
narched forth wro the Land of Religious Difputa-

tion,

trznferibe them.--Vifa eft mihi res digna confultatione, maxime
propier peric]itantium rumerzm.  Multi enim omnts ‘ftm‘fj, 0~
nes ordinss, utriufque SexUs erjam vecantur in periculum et
vocabuntur. Negue enim Civitates tantum, fed Vzcor etiam
arque 9gros Superititionis iftius Contagio pervagata——-propé
jam difolata templa,——[acra folemnia diz intermiffa —Plin,

[7] Helternt fumus, ct vsfra omnia implevimus, urbes, 1n-
fuias, Caftelia, Municipia, Conctliabula, Cafira 1pfz, Tribas,
D:carias, Palatium, Sernatum, Forum ;. {ola vobis relinquimas
Templa. Tercull, Apol. ¢, 37. And before {peaking of the
Heatkens, Oboffam wocitzrantar Civitarem, in Agris, in Ca-
fiedlis, in Irfutrs Chrithvanos, ommem Sexum, Atatess, Condi-
ttonen & Dignitatem tranfgred: ad hoc nomen quafi Detrimento
mzrent. €. 1. See alio Arnobius, contr. Gentes, mnfifting
on the fame Fa@.~—~—Vel hzc faltem ndem vobis factunt
Argumenta credendi, quod jam per omnes Terras in tam brewd
tcmoore ot parso immenfi norinis bupus Sicramznta diffufu fent 2
&e. L. 2. £2b fin, { %] Prel, Pzg. i1,
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tion, 1 queft of Adventures ; where finding no rea!
Objections to encounter, he was determined how-
ever to create zmaginary ones, and {o converting
the next mnocent Thing, He came at, into a Mon-
fter, laid out his whole Strength and Force 1 the
Combat. Where too the Succefs of the Adventu-
rers 1s not unlike.  Ior the Difficulty; if 1t be one;
is much too hard for the Abilities of our Inquirer ;
as, whatever his Antagonit was, the unlucky
Knight, had always the worft of it, For in ex-
aming the other Part of the Author’s Difcovery,
his Anfwer to' the fuppos’d Objeflion, we fhall
find, that as he fet out with a Difficulty without
Grounds; fo he will falve it by a Fa& without
Proof. And this, it will be own’d, confiftently
enough ; for where a Phantom only 1s to be en-
gaged, the Hero but expofes hunfelf, that goes
againft 1t in real Armonr.

——— Fruftra ferro diverberet Umbras,

But let us hear the Fact itlelf. It 1s maintdin’d
then as the Bafis of the Inquirer’s whole Work,
that the Heatbens in general bad a very low Opinion
of Miracles s and that this was not put on by them to
ferve fome particular Purpofes, but was really a
Principle that influenced their Ations on the inoft in-
tevefting and tiying Occafions {{].  The Inquirer has
more than once [m] exprefs’d his Apprehenfions,

that
{7 Chap. i1, Pag. 38

| [m] Speaking of I know nor v.hat four and dagmdrfra? Di-
vines, ¢ I am not fure (fays he) that 1 thall efcape their Ana-
“ thema ; ince it is their Cuftom generally to be difnicaled with
“ every Thing that does not fall in with their f:°d and fettied
€ Semtrments 3 and every Defence of Religion that iseut of thezr
‘““ Way wants another to fuppore it,” Pref. Pag. viti. And

again : “ With fome, T {uppofe, the Now:/ty of this Murtter will
“ be for ever a Bar to 1ts Reception,”™ Pag. 37 0.
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that the Nowvelty of his Doltrine would, at leaft
with many of his Readers, be a Prejudice againfk

its Reception ; but not once, that I can find, does

he appear to have entertain’d any the leaft Diftruft
or Concern about the Truth of it. And yet the

Public will be apt to think this the fitter Object of
his Fears. For, allowing the utmoft Weight and
Force to the {everal Teftimonies, he has put to-
gether, the whoie Amount of their Evidence is
this s——that ¢ few particuler Perfous, manyof theis
uinder inveterote Prejudices againft Chriftianity, ex-
piefsd but a low Opinion of Miracles, which they
knewto be FALS E, or of certein RE AL ones,
wbich they did not belreve. And where 1s the Won-
der  Or how has the Inquirer, with all his Saga-
city, been able to collect a Proof of the /ow Opinion
of Miracles ainongft the Heathen in gencral from the
unavailing Evidence of fuch Witneffes? For is it.
ftrange that the Roman Prafects [#] were not the

immediate

[r] The Reader fees I complaifantly allow the Writer’s Re.
prefentation of the Cafes both of Prlate and Gallio; tho’ much
might, with good Reafon, be cbjedted to each of them. For,
1. If I thould lay any Strefs on the 45 of Pilate, which, He
owns, if admitted, would overturn the whole Ule of his Evi-
dence, I fhould but follow in this the beft Authorities, and

thofe too fupported by fuch Reafonings, as the Inquirer would
£ind it difficult to confute. And, z. Asto Gallio’s Cafe, how-

ever inattentive He might be to the Fame of Paul’s Miracles,
the Paffage allede’d is certainly infufficient to prove it. Afts,
Chap. xviii. 17 For, indeed, the Inquirer did not fo much as
apprehend the Purpofe of the facred Writer in that whole Nar-
ration ; which manifeftly was not to ﬁgnify to us Gallio’s In-
attention to the Apoftle’s Miracles, but his Candour, and pru-
dent Conduét in refufing to interfere in Religlous Matters, and
in chufing rather to over-look an A& of Violence, done in his
Prefence (which, tho’ finily {peaking illegal, He might pro-
bably shink not altogether undeferv’q of the maliquus intole-
sating Jew) than gratify the Complainant’s Paffion in punith-
ing cither Paul, or his Heathsn Advocates. For this 1(.2 thfc

i Ve
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immediate Converts of Jefus and Paul, onaccount
of the Wanders faid to have been done by them ¢
If the inquirer believes fuch Teftimonies to his
Purpofe, I will engage to furnifh a long Lift of
them, even as many as there were unconverted
Heathens, who had the Means and Opportunity

of informing themfelves of the Truth of his Hifto-
ry. s it remarkable, that the Miracles of one Im-
poftor [o] are not {poken of with much Efteem by

Writers,

Senfe of thofe Words, He carcd for none of thefe Things ; which
the Writer ought to have feen is fo far {rom proving Gallio’s
Difregard of Miracles, that, had He been Paul’s Convert, th
‘very lame Thing had been obferved of him. :
[0] Arifteas—The Writers referr'd to in the Margin are
Strabo, Maximus Tyrius, Pliny, and Herodotus, Of thefe, the
three firft mention Arifteas occaffonally only ; and yet Strabo
calls him avmp yoms st mis adnag 5 and Max, Tyrius and Pliny, tho’
they explode his Miracles, yet plainly enough declare the com-
mon Creed to run in his Favour. Max. Tyrius in particular,
after having given us his Opinion of his Miracles, together with
his Reafons {or pretending to them, adds, And Arifteas gain'd
more Credit by this Pretenfion to Wonders ang fupernatural Com-
munications, than Xenagoras, Xenoplares, or any otber Philo-
fapker could bave acquir'd, by relating the plain Truth. Kaiwy
wiSRvwTipss TauTa Aeywy 6 Apigeas n 0 Strayipas b Sevgavhs, W TiS ahMS
cwy sSmurapsay 7o wra ws ysi  Laltly, the Aecount, Heredotus
gives us, is fo much to the Credit of his Miracles, that on¢
cannot imagine how the Writer fhould think it to his Parpofe

to refer to him. For he was, indeed, delivering the popular
Hiftosy of Anfteas ; and therefore did, as might be expedted,

reprefent him, not only asa Worker of Miracles, but as much
reverenc’d and effeem’d for them., This he attefts upon his
own Knowledge of {everal Cities ; all concurring in the firm
Belief of his Miracles 5 and cne of them in particular cranfported
by fo religious a Veneration of him, as to ere@ a Statue 1o his
Memory ; which they al{o caufed o be fet up iuthe moftpub- -
Jic Pare of their City, and even clofe to one, they had at the
{fame Time decreed to Apolio. And for the Hiftorian himfelf,
tho' in Truth the Story be even foolifh enougph, yet, 1o faris he
from fpeaking of ic with Difregard, that I am not certain, 1f he
did not believe it ; at leaft that Pare, which relates to the Meta-
ponnni ) ‘;'i’hi(h, al':.cr thf: I'\‘I{En[it"_m of fgmc U{he; Thing; frrm]

B 2 Hear-fay



(12)

Winters, who were not delivering the popular Op;-
nicn concerning them, and whno had plamly teo
much Senie to believe them themfelves ? Or 1s it
fo much as #zruxe, either of him, or the others, he
menticns, that they were thus negligently treated
by their profefs’d Admirers, and Encomiafts [p]}?
Or, were 1t frue, could any thing more be colledled
from 1t, than that the Mircles, imputed to them,

were too trfling i themlelves, or too weakly fup-
ported, to bebelicv’d !

But

Hear-{ay only, he introd-ices in the following affur’d Manner
** “T'hus far the Repart of thele Cintes: Buc whac I am now
“ooing to relae, | certazaly know to hsve happen’d to rhe
‘“ Merapnm'mi N Ital}', &e.’ Taiwz ey £f o\iis auT ol A8y N5,
w2 £t udx Merazoprizess ¢y v exfappnravra,. &e, L. 1v. o g.
2nd then men: ans the Affair, which gave Occafion to the Sia-
tee ; which, betells us, he faw himfelf, placed, as I have faid,
and nicrib’d to the Memory of Aniteas,

[#] The other Impoftors mentioned, as not much efteemed
for their Miracles are Pytbagoras, Famblickus, and Adrian ;
tho' ’iis certain the Writers of their Lives lay greac Serets upon
them. Famélickus and Porpbyry, after enlaiging on feveral of
Pythagoras’s Miracles,which drew the Applauie and Admiration
ef his Followers, appeal tn current Fame for the Credit of rhefe,
and of other #ill drviner Miracles, which, fay they, are re-

lated of C1m with an untform and fo.*fﬂimr B;-Zig‘: pupte & iripa

Qaypazirdx xat Jiitia vl v avdpis cpahs xas TUMGIGS 1Tl
(Perpb. 5. 28, and to the fame Purpofe, and nearly in the fame

Words, Fumbl.S.135.) Jamblichuseven goes fo far, in fpeak-
ing of the Pythagorean Fondnels fer Miracles, as to affure us,
that they were concetved to prove the Divinity of cheir Av-
thors, and by that Means to give a Sanction to their Oprasoas
aud Deflrizes.  TorThssy awr wap auviis Cyaadaey narrar sty vy,
&c. S. 120, Tbey cencetve 12, fays be, toadd « CRED [T
and Aztbority io their Doffrines that the Author ¢f thein wwas
2 GOD; andtierciore to the Quefion, who was Pythagoras 2
1ocir ﬂ'}.j wer was, Tee H Frr!zarmy .."’i*i?ﬁt’[ﬂl and in Prooy of this
2bey elledse the Miracle of 25 golden Toioh.  And yet, {ays the
Inguizer, Pytoageras was not muck wors cffeen’d for bi; "Tf:'."g hof
Gﬁfd, ttan on: qu/;ff’. \‘Vhat Pi!}' 13 i!.'} the \Vit of this 311..
g:ketis hould be no berier fuopurted !

A
-1
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But we have not yet done with the Writer's ne-
gative Teftimonies. For he thinks tbat of Marcel-
lings fhould not be paffed over; though the moft
He can make of it, 1s, that the Hiftorian diffembles

a Miracle [g] wrought to the utter Confufion of
his Matter, and relates an Event, which He was not
at Liberty to confute.

What

As for Eunaprus, tho' he plainly disbeliev'd the filly Tale
of the two Boys of Gadara, yet, in relating it circums-
{tansially, ashedoes, he cléarlyenough exprefles hisown Opi-
nion of Miracles, and acknowledges thereby the Credic they
would bring his Mafter, were they betterateefied, or but fairly
recerv'd.

The Miracles of the Emperors are wellknown. And as their
manifeit Inrent was, of the oze of them to add a Credit, or, as
S orontus reore ftrongly expreflesic, an Autbority, and certatn
sivfuin s, bofitting Majefty, to the Perfon of Trajan, and of
the otber to infpire the Hopesot Recovery into Adrian, {o the
Retation of them by their Hiftonans as vfeful and {ubfervient
tv thole Euds, 15 a thorough Confutation of what the Auchor
prezends about the hicele Regard paid to them. And here 1t may

be proper to oblerve once for all) that the frequent Narratiuns
of Piodigies and Miracles, of which all Pagan Story, and Anti-
quity 15 tull] s :ndnicel y a {tronger Argument for the high Cre-
dit of Miracles amonglt the Heathens in general, than any pre-
c.nded Coolnefs, Tranquelisty, and Indifference, which the Wri-
rer’: Warmeh, 1n the Prolecution of his favourite Novelty, leads
fhitn to 1magine in the Narrations themfelves, 1s, or can be, for
ther oontrary Opinton  Since #6425 could only fhew the Incredu-
jirv of the Relaters ; whilit the relating them at all demon-
itves the peneral good Reception they met with from the
Ye ple, | ~
tri This Miracle was that of the fiery Eruptions, which
funger'd the Suilding of the Temple at Jerufalem by Falian;
and which t:lling into the Hands of Murcellinus might be ex-
eedied to be tpoken of asa natural Event.  But thisisall: For
a5 w0 that woaderful Cockrefs and Tranquilitty, which the Wni-
ter pretends (o have difcovered in the Narration, it is o far
frem appeanng o me, that on the contrary, | iee not how the
Hidonan cond have exprels’d himfelf with more Emoriom,
wichou: dirtelily owning the Miracle.  His Words ate thelg -
Quum 1taquz rei foroier indtarer Alypius, Juvarerque Provin-

1
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~ What comes next s indecd pefirive, but (hll lefs
to the Writer’s Purpofe.  'Wecan {carce think Him
ferious, when he would urge the Teftimony of Hie-
rocles, Celfus, and Julian, theavowed and virulent
Oppofers of Chriftianity [r], as an Evidence of a

general Contempt of Miracles in the Heathen
World. Nor has he better Luck with his Philofo-
phers, For is the Opinion of a few Atheiftscal
Speculatifts [ /'], and perhaps one or two more of
better Fame, of the lealt Weight 1n deciding this
Matter ; efpecially when 1t 1s plain, from the very
Paffage referi’d to [¢], that they faw through the
Impoftors of the Heathen Miracles, and rejected
them smerely on that Account ? Can s Egyptian
Gymnofophifts, piqu'd, as they were, at the Re-

putation

ciz ReQor, metuerds Glob: flammaram prope fundamenta crebris
alliltibu. crampentes, fecere Licum, exuffis aliquot1es operanti-
bus, inacceffum : Eoc modo Elrmento deftinatius repellente, ceffa-
w7t Inceptum.

[r]Pag. 10, 34. 57 [ /] Epicurus, Democritus, &c. Pa, 58.

[£] For the Pafluge reterrd to [Orig contr. Celf. L. 8] isin
Antwer to an Harrangue of Cellus, wherein he had expanated
Jargely on the Heathen Miracles, and oppoled them with great
Confidence to the Chriftian.  Upon which the excellent Fa-
ther obfzrves with much Force, “ 1 know not how 1t 13 that
¢ Celfas thinks proper to alledge the Heathen Miracles as in-
““ conteftably evident, and undoubted Fadls ; and yer attedtsto
““ treat the Jewih and Chnitian Miracles, recorded in our
““ Books, 25 mere Fables. For why fhould not ours rather be
“ thought true, and rhofe which Celfus preaches up, fabulous ¢
“ Efpecially, fince thofe were never credited by their own Phi-
** lolophers, fuch as Democritus, Eprcurss, and driftotle 5 who
“ yet, had they Jived with Nofesor Jefus, on account of the
“ exceeding areat Clearnels, and Evidence of the Falts, diz v
“ eragpuear, would in all Probability have believed ours.” Ha-
ving thus fairly Isid the Paffage before the Reader, it is fub-
mirted to iz Judgment, with what Colovr of Realon the
learned Wairer could think of deducing a FProof of the Zow
Oprnizn oy Niracles 1 geners} among,? the Pbrlgfopbers from 1.
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putation of the Indian Miracles [#], and yet, in
effelt, confefling their Efteem of them by pretend-:
ing to work fuch themfelves, can thefe Witnefles:
be thought delerving the lealt Credit? Above all,
1sthe Wonder-working 4pollonius brought in to dif--
claim Miracles, and that too in a Paflage intended
only to exprefs his Contempt of fome Fooleries in
Witcheraft {v] ¢ But what the Philsfophers could
not do for Him, the Laze-givers, He relolves thall,
and therefore brings in a long Lift of Sages [w], all:
of them, as he thinks, concurring to eftablith this
Point. Buthow? Why, in his negative Way of:
Watnefling, i their making no Pretence to Mira-
cles—that s, as every Body fees, in their making
no Pretence, to what they durft not counterfeit, or
did not want 5 and when, 'tis certain they did pre-
tend to them in the only fafe Way of a {ecret Inter-
cour{e and Communication [¥]. But the Caufe 1s
growing ftill more defperate.  For are the Chrifhian
Apologifts to be charg’d with this Evil Priunciple
[ v], and that only for maintaining, in their occafi-
onal Difputes with the Heathens, what the ableft -
Divines have ever done, and {till continue to man-
tain, the Infufficiency of Miracles a/orre, and 1f taken
by themfelves, to eftablith the Divinity of any Re-
velation ? An Opinion, founded, as 1t fhould {cem, .

on the exprefs Teltimony of Jefus Chrift [2]; or,
i
[#] P.62. [o] P.63. Philoft. L.v.c.vg.  [w] P. G4
[ x] Thiswas remarkably the. Cafe of Mahomerand Nu-
ma ; the former of whofe Converfe with the Aagel Gabricl 5
his Fourncy to Heaven 5 and tos Armies of Aagels attending on
bis Battles—as well as the other’s pretended [utercourfe with
the Goddefs Egeria, is well’known. |
[ y] It may feem odd that any of the Fathers of the Church
fhould retain fuch a ftrong Tinture of chis Ewil Primciple 5
yet this, &c. Pag. 66,
. {z] Marthew xxiv. 24. For there fhall arife fulfe Chrifts
ard falle Prophes, and fhall thew great Signs and FVOHJ;H, inﬁ
Qmix
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if falfe, which has not been made appear, excufable
enough 1n their Situation, when rea/ Miracles were
own’d to be in the Power of evil Spirits, ur when
at leaft the general Prevalency of this Perfuafion
amongft their Heathen Adverfaries might render 1t
expedient for the Chriftian Writers to argue on the
Conceflion of 1t, But, 1ll as this Treatment 15, the
venerable Apologifts have no Caufe of Complaint,
They fhare but the fame Fate, as O N E much
their Better. For the Dignity of the Writer’s Wit-
nefles, whatever becomes of their Evidence, 15 fill
increafing Ta] 3 and having made free with the Fa-
thers of the Church (for I fay nothing of his Fews,
not only becaufe Fle confefles them nothing to his
Rurpofe[4], butbecaule, if thewr Evidence has any
Weight at all, it determines the contrary Way [c])
having, as] faid, made free with the Fathers of the
Church, He next claims the San&ion of an Apofile.
Has then the Inquirer one fure and certain Retreat ?
And’is his Novelty at laft, all fpent and wearied as

it is, to elude our Hopes by finding Refuge in the
facred Writings [d]? So indeed He would per-

{uade Himfelf, or his Readers. And this, 1t muft
be own’d, is wo Nevel-praftice. *Tis ever the laft
Expedient of a finking Caufe, when forfaken of all

human Help, and fearing the juit Vengeance of
indignant

fomuch that, (if it were pofiible) they fhall deceive the very
Ele@.

[a] Our Evidence is ftill increafing, and is in the next Place
confirm’d even by Divine Authoriey. Pag. 5o0.

[2] Butl could not lay too greata Strefs on the Authority of
the Jews, becaule it neitber properly belongs to the prefent Cafe,
nor, &c. Pag. 74,

[c] For this would fhew, that the Heather Rejetion of Mi-
racles might not be owing to any Contempt of them, as fics,
{ince thec'i‘cwf/é was plainly owing toa very different Reafon.

[d] 1 Cor. 1. 13. The Jews require a Sign, and the Greeks
feek after Wifdom, &c.
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indignant Reafon, to ftrive to fupport itfelf by lay-
ing hold on the Altar. But the Scriptures are no
Santtuary for Falthoods. 'We fhall therefore efteem

it no Irreverence to approach the Holy Place, and,
as we are inftruced in a like Cafe, to take the Fugi-

tive from it. The Cafe appears to have been this:
In the Apoftle’s Defign of breaking an unchriftian
Fa&ion in the Church of Corinth, which had arofe,
it feems, from a vain Oftentation of Human Sci-
‘ence, his Bufinefs was to difcredit their mifapply’d
Learning with the People, and to check the Ar-
rogance of thefe perverfe Difputors themfelves, To
this End he fets himfelf to fhew, that it was not
on account of any Advantage of Skill in human

Learning or Eloquence, that God was pleafed to
make Choice of the Preachers of the Gofpel ; but

that, on the other hand, he rather chofe the fo0/i/b,
1. e, the illiterate, and uneducated, the better to
expofe the Weaknefs of human Wifdom, and to
difplay, with greater Force, the Power and Excel-

lency of the Crofs of Chrifé [e]. And this he pro-
ceeds to obferve is but agrecable to the general

(Economy of God’s Providence, which doth not
conform itfelf to our Views of Fitnefs or Expedi-

ency ; but moft commonly by the Choice of fuch
Inftruments and Means, as to us {eem u#fif or inex-

pedient, deftroys toe Wifdom of the Wife, and brings
10 nothing the Underfianding of the Prudent [f]. A
remarkable Example of which Method of Dealing
with Mankind, continuzs the Apoftle [¢], wehave
in the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, introduced in -
fuch a Manner, and ¢f4b/ifb’d by fuch Means, as
both to Few and Gentile appear abfur’d and unac-
countable. For the Fews afk after aSign, 1. e. look
for an outward, oftentatious Dilplay of worldly

C Power
] V.o, [F1V. 10 [£1 V. 20. 21, 22,
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Power and Pre-eminence going along with, and at-
tencing on the Mefluh 5 and, under the Influence
of fuch Prepoficfiion, make that a Sign, or Teft of
his Comiing, and even refufe to acknowledge his
Divine bitlion without it [A]. Whillt the Greeks,
0 the centrary, {educed by the Charms of a {tu-
died Eloquence, or inflav’d to the Tenets of a
conceited Philofopny, require the Golpel to be
preached in Agreement to their Notions and Pre-
judices 3 and e a Redeemer, whofe Method of
Salvarion 15 not cenformable to their Schools, and
whoie Dotlrine 1s unadorn’d by the Graces of their
Learing, Whereas in fa&, proceeds the Apoftle,
our Comuufiion 1s to publifh, in all Plainnefs, a Re-
higicn to the World, fundamentally oppofite to the
Projudices of both, For its main Do&rine, and
on which hangs zll the reft, is that of a Crucified
Savionr 3 which therefore, as being offenfive to the
fond Hopes and Expecations of the Jew, and not
fuited to his 1deas of the Divine Power and Great-
nels, 15 to FHim a Stambling-Block : And being a
NMethod of Salvation, neither agreeing to their
Conceptions of the Divine /7 fdois, nor {et off with
the Colours of Feathen Wit, is to the Greeks
Feolifiiiefs.  Tho’ vet it is to both thefe, Fews and
Grecesy when nghtiy inftrofted in the Ways of
Gaod’s

[£] it ic rematkable that Maimonides pufhes this Prejudice
fo {ar a5 to deny thar the true Mefliah was to work zny Mira-
cles ac ail, except that of Reftoring the temporal Dominion o
Ifvael.  J# i (the Perfon prerending to be the Mefliah) Pros-
Pexrs 1z what bo wudertakes and [ubdues all the neighbouring
Natzens round bim, aud rebuilds the San&uary in 1ts jormer
Place, arvd gatberstegetber the Difyorfed of Jracl, then HE 1s
¥OR CERTAIN THE MEsstan.  Aizimen. in Yezd Hackazckak

Trad&t, de Reg. et Bell. eorum, ¢. 11, 8. ..
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God’s Providence, Joth the Power of God and the
Wildom of God [i],

Thuos we fee, at length, what the Writer's {q-
cred Authority is come to; which, having no

Foundation but m the croundlefs Comment of a
miftaken Paflage 1s thus eafily overturned and con-

futed. Kor from henceit appears, that the Apoftie,

far

[7] Theright Underftanding of what is meant by the Jews
requiring a Sign is of {uch Importance ro the perieéily compre-
hending leveral Partsof the Golpel-Hiftory, thae I thal be at-
low'd to jultify, and illuftrate the Interpretation here siven by
fome {urther Confiderations.  And,

1. It Dyoupsiy i to be undertcod fimply a Miracle, then it
15 nor true, that Jefus, whem Paul preach’d, was, or could beon
that Accounr 2 Stumbling- Block ro the Jews, iz being allow’d
on all Hands, that many and great Viiracles «7d fbew fortl: them~
felves through bim. See John vii, 11, xi. 45, Bure,

*)

2. Notwithitanding this, and the’ it was owned in the ful.
left Manner by the Chief Priefts and Pharifecs themizlves, yet
we find them vEery preﬁing for a ngﬁ, mspiry T Mlateh. xit, '.‘;S.
xvi, +o Luke xi. 20.] and that oo (which is very remarkablej
at the Initant our Saviour had been working a Miracle before
them. A Degree of Perverfity not rafhly to be credited by the
Jews themfelves.

"1is true this Sign is fometimes called cupsior ams 7 gy @
Sign from Heaven 5 which, if meaning any thug more, than
oupsior as explained abuve, i. e, a 7¢# or Credential of his Hea-
venly or Divine Miflion (and what can be more nitural than
that the Jews fhould exprefs by this Name, the only Mark
they would admit of the Meflizsl’s coming from Heaven?
I fay, ifany thing further be intended in it, it mult be either,
r. An cutward, fenfidle Dilplay of the Divine Power, 7xdi-
cating, by fome prodigious and {plendid Appearance 1n the Hea-
vens, or actually zaferpofing, in fome fignal Way, to accompliih
the Deliverance of Ilrael ; and then either Way it falls in with
and includes the [nterpreration here given. Or clle, 2. It

mult mean a mere Prodigy, asked out of Wantonnels, and for
no other End, than to gratify a filly Curiofity in beholding a
a wondrous Stght from Heaven : An Interpretation, which the’

maintain’d by fome geod Writers, is ntterly unfupporeed by

the facred Accounts, calling it enmsiy indifcriminately, with-
out, as with, the Addition of o« swgurs ; and thocking to com-
mon Senfe, which makes it incredible thar fo frivolous a Rea~
C= fon
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far from attefting his Whim{y of the lsw Opinion of
Miracles armsngfi the HeaYheus, does not fo much as
{pezk of Miraclesat all :+ Or, if he mnit be made an
Evidence in the Caunfe, gives Judgment aganft
him 5 as plainly enough exprefling his Opinion,
that it was not a Contempt of Miracles, but the Cone
ccit of Il7ifdom, which made the great Difficulty in
converting the Pagan World.

And

{on, as the being deny’d a Si¢n, thus underftood, could be, as
Si. Paul afferrs 1c was, the Stamblizg- Block of Inhdeliry to the
Jexith Nacion.

1. But whar above all confirms and fixes this Interpretation,
is the Tenor of our Saviour’s Anfwer to the Queltion itfelf.
Furupon the Inquiry, #afer, féew us a Siga, &c. his conftanc
Reply was, A7 wwrcked and adulterous Generation fecketh after o
Sieny audd ther: Ball no Sign ke given them, but that of the Pro-
ghet Fanas o Fory, & As tho’ he had faid, ““ A perverfe and
¢ 2egeneiaze People, difregarding the Wildom of my Doc-
“ rrines, ~ad the Power of my Miracles——the genuine Marks
¢ and Charad&tertltics of the Mefhah—are yet crying out for
“ the 7-7, sapuior, of my coming.  IKnow the proud, and am-
“ porinus Sentiment of your Heare.  But aflure yourfelves, God
¢ will pot accommodate his Proceedings tc your fond Views
¢ gnnd Prejudices. No fuch Y:j‘? fhall be given you. One {ure
¢ .~d cerrain L EST indead there fhall be, over and above
t* wwhit has v2t been afforded ; but to thew you, how widely
¢ difterens :he Divine Conduét 1s from your Prefcriptions, it
“ 35 fuch a one, as ye fhall leaft expect ; the very Reverle of
““ your Hopes and Expediations. It fhall be that of the Pro-
“* ohe 704'::11. For as “fonas was three Days and three Nights
“ +v the Whals’s B:lly, 1o fhall Chnit (fad Contradiftion to
““ your Conceit of temporal Dominion!) be put to Death by
+ thegews, and /ie three Days and three Nights in the Heart of
““ tbr Earth, Andthis Event, {o degrading of my CharaCer
“ wirh you, and fo repugnant to your Wifkes, fhall, 1 readily
¢ jorefee, v lcandalife you, that, tho’ my Return frem the
“ Grave, like thatof j‘oa:a.s tfrom the Whale, fhall be 1n the
“ Demonfrration of Power, yer thall ye, thro’ the Inveteracy
* of that Prejudice, be fo harden’d, as not to be convinced
4 b}_ it."

The Anfwer of our Saviour is related by Mattbew and Luks
wich fome Addicon, but fuch as is {urther favourable to this

Ingeroretation,
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And now having difper{ed his Cloud of WitnefJes
(which, unlike the facred one, 1t would feem to
refemble, inftead of illuftrating and refle&ting a
fuller Laght on the Faf, it furrounds, ferves only
to obfcure and conceal 1t) having fhewn, I fay, if
not the Falihood of his Fai, at leaft the Infufhici-
ency of his Ewidence to fupport it, I might fairly
difmifs the Remainder of his Book without any
Confutation ; the following Chapters, as he tells

us,

Interpretation. For upon their asking a S7gn, it 1s plain he
underitood them to mean not a Miracle, buta TEest, by the
Queltion immediately put to them. [Fken 1t is Eventng, ve fay,
1t will be fatr Weather ; for the Sky 15 red,  Axd 15 the [lors-
zng, tt will be foul to day; for the Sky is red and lowering.
O! ye }{}?acrf tes, yecan dfﬁc'rf: the Face t:_,‘* the Sﬁy 5 but can e
not difcern the Face of the Trmes? ** Are the Appearances, w hich,
‘“ in the Orderand Conftitution of Nature, precede the Changes
“ of Weather, aSign, or T¢f to you of thofe Changes? And
““ are ye {tupid and perverfe enough to neele@ thole, which,
““ by the Divine Appuintment, are made the Sign or Teff of the
“ Tines, of the Change of the Mofaic for the Chriftian Dil-
“ penfation ? How is e, that ye do not colle& this from my
“ Miracles and Dséirine, the ordinary and ftated Marks of this
““ Change, but ye muft perverily demand a Teff of 1r, which
“ the Scriptures no where promife,and che Order and Courle ot
“ God’: Providence difclaim "

It, after all this, there can yet remain any Doubt of tha
Truth of this Comment, 1t will be ettetually removed by an
Authority or two trom the other Evangelilt, which the Rea-
der will indulge me 1n jult mentioning.  In our Saviour’s ex-
e1ting an A& o1 Civil Power 1n fcourging and drnving the Mo-
ney-Changers out o the Temple, the Jews require him to fhew
the Credentials of his Authoricy, Hhar Sign jbewveft thou, thzt
thou doeff to:fe Things ¢ 'The asKing a Muacle 1n rhis Cale were
tmpertinent. For that, how extraordinary toever, could never
prove to the Jews, that he came inveited with the Powers ot
the Civil Magiltrate, The Sign, they expected, then was evi-
dently of another Kind : Anexprefs Declaracion, or apen Dii-
play, of the Regal Chara&er and Oftice, evidencing his Coms
miflion to do fuchToings. Accordingly the Reply of our Sa-
viour was to the fame Hiledt, as before. 7 /us fard wite thom
Deftroy this 'ﬁ'm’f'h and in three Days [ it ratic 1t u 2, .‘.‘.L;:’.h
fpake, we know, of roe Toarple o Loy Budy, < L, Tk

(7 -
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us, being ntended to account for this 1'a®, which
he prefumes to have fully eftablithed. But, as he
appears unwilling to reft the Whole of his Caufe or
the Merit of {o theht an Evidence, and has there-
fore enpaged for a turther Confirmation of it in the
following Pages [, 1t will he proper to collet i a
few Words, what addinonal BEvidence may anle
from that Quaiter : And 1 doisg thus, Ihall think

1t

The next Authonry 19 1n ehe S'xeh Chapter, where we have
an Account ol the Mincle of teeding the frve Tooufund. Upun
the Muleicude’s following him aiter chis, our Saviour objects
to chem their Nealedt of “Minc Ics, which be prefle vpun them
as Moives o their Belief, Y7 ek me aot, bzcaufz ye (2w the
Dlirzelss, &e. Now what do the Jews retun to this Charge ?
Why, th y fairly ownic to be uit, and, whar 1s move, givea
Realon iur cheir Condudt. Thair Anfwer is to thi- Ened -
¢ \.Vberelore do you urge your Miuracles thus conftantly to us,
* as Motives for our I):.llﬂ*l > 1t you would have ¢s :ru!‘t dﬂd
cmf'n[e i vou, as the Metiah, Ihere 15 the S;w: 2 For, as
‘o your Miracles {0 often m*lf ed on by you, we cannut ad-
mit them, as proper Evidences of your Commiflion. And
* indeed huu. thouid we? For Molfes wrought 2: grear, f not
_greater Wonders than you.  To confront your Tare boatted
I\'lraCle of teedine rbf_;r'!ﬂ Tooulnd with foe [.c: wwes, d'd not
he as IC 15 WIIEN, gITs our Fathers Rread from Heaven 2
“ W hat Nliracle of yourscan be more exe:acsdinary ? Yei Jbofes
“ could do this. The Mefiah, therefore, of «w hom grearer

“ “Thinus are promifed, we expect to be cbm t?(.'"r i %d by other

¢ S:ﬂw. W har Work takelt thou in Hand, 71 sipa{n 2 NS (S

at ]aﬁ we fee {and the Reader will foraive the Length of the
Note for the fake of I clear Convidtion.) that the S:ga ask’d

tor, of what Kind foever 1c mighe be, neither was, uor could

bea firacle, fince all fuch 87gxs were rejected by thefe Inqui-
IeFs upon Pr:wpf

[%] 1 have now done wich this Head [the low Opinion of
Miracles 1n the Hrathen World} and am not aware that any
reatenable Exceptions can be made to the Teftimonies which
have been brought to confirm it ; but if any one thould think
otherwile, and marnram that fomething elle is neceflary for the
Eitablihment of [0 rgafar an Oplnlon he will be gratify’d in
his htrr..chfmns 25 we #0 long ;5 and will had the Principles
and Pradtices of much the greaier Part of the Heathens on this
Point Fressiievrng and confiimes g cach other, £ag. 7.

[ 4
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it fufficient to examine, not his Premifes, but Con-
clufion 3 and {o, leaving him in full Poffeffion of

his falls, to argue with lim, in Agreement to the

Dengn of thefe flight Sheets, on the Weight and
Force of his Deductions.  And here,

1. Allowiag him to have praved the Vanity of 1hbe
Heathen Pretenfious to Miracles, c.iv.v.iv. in the

tulleft Senfe he can wih 3 and that no real Wonder
was ev:r wrought, or Oracle delivered, by any of
the numerous Pretenders to either, what will the
Author lay 18 the proper Inference from it #—That
therefore the Heathens could not but have a low
Optaton of Miracles ? That, indeed, would be to
his Purpofe 5 but nothing can be lefs {upported.
For were not fuch Miracles, and Oracles at leaft
generally believed P Or, if feveral Impoftors were
detetted, does the Author imagine that fuch De-
tection would utterly fink the Credit of all future
Miuacles {/] 2 A wnter, {o kill’d in the Workings
of Supcrll’[iﬁon, and who appears to have taken
much Pams to pry into the dark Corners of Hu-
manity, ought to know, that the Paffion for Won-
der 15 a lFoible too intimately connedled with our
Nature to be thus eafily drawn out from it. And
the Hiftory of Mankind gives the ftrongeft Con-
firmation of this, in relating, as it does, notwith-
{tanding the prefum’d Effed of {uch Dilcoveries,
the very ready Reception, which Miracles have
ever met with.  The Truthis, the Inquirer might
as well have fet lumlelf to prove ibe Vanity of the
Popifh Pretenfion to Miracles, and then have in-
ferr’d, from the {requent DeteGtion of Impoftors
among(t them, that therefore the Papifts cannot

but

[7] For this he muft fay, and not that the Credic of Miracles
wonld hereby be fomething weakened : A Poinr, that, as we
fhall fee hereaiter, may be allow’d, and yet be ol no Man-
ner of Service 1o his Cencluiton,
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but have & very low Opinion of Miracles.  'This, 1
fay, had been as logically inferr’d ;5 and yet, I be-~ -
lieve the firlt Traveller from Rome, or next Ac-
count he fhould look into of Italy, or Spain, would
infallibly {poil the Argument, and confutehis Con-
clufion. And, to do the Author Juftice, he {eems
not unconfcious of this, avhen, after all the learned
Pains he had taken to eftablith this Point, he al-
lows, that the bis Arguinent bad fbewa, what little
Reafon the Heathens bad to think, that Miracles bad
ever bean wronght cmongft thein at all, yet it does not
of Confeguence follow, that they wonld certainly make
Ul of the Light, that was beld out to them 3 but
obferves, that whetker they did or not, their Efieem
¢f Miracles will be bat little increas’d s for if ever
ibey were alarimed oy an Appearance, which they conla
not 120l bow to accoznr for, or over-borne by toe
IVeight of fuch Teflimony, cs they could not tel! bow to
snvalidate, the Piinciple of Magic was one general
Reconrfe.

2. His Strong-Hold, then, we fce, at laft, is
MAGIC. Wethall follow him therefore one
Step further, and try if we cannot diflodge him
from it. The Fa&t conceded to him 1s, that
the Perfuafion <was pretty general in the Hea-
then TWorld, that, by Means of Magic, that
is, of certain fuperfitions Rites, and Sacrifices, and
by certain Words and Invocations of Demons, many
Things conld be done exceeding the Power of Man ;
and that accordinglyimany [eeming iiracles, wroughs
among f} them, were imputed to this Power of Majic,
But then to infer from hence, as the Inquirer woald
have us, that thereforethe Heathens under the Per-
{uafion of thefe Principles, muft neceflarily enter-
tain a very low Opinion of al/ Miracles, is {ure con-
cluding too faft. [For, tho’ I could admit this to be
a tolerable Reafon for the Rejection of fome Pagan

Miracles
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Miracles, it does not, we fee, at all affeét the
Chriffian 3 which only are, or ought to be, the

Concern of his Book. So that the -Argument,
fairly ftated, confutes itfelf, For it ftands thus:

The Heathens conceived many miratulous Qp-

pearances, produced for fome frifling, or noxious
Purpofe, to bein the Power of certain Perfons, act-

ing under the Power of bad Dazimons (], and by
the Means of certain magical, and fuperfitions Riies.
— TueRrREFORE they of Neceflity entertain’d a low
Opinion of a/l Miracles, tho® wrought by Perfons,
claiming their Power and Pretenfions from God him-
{elf, for Purpofes the molt momentous and benevo-
Jent, and without the Interpofition of auy facrifical
or fuperftitious Rites [#]. But this snotall : We
learn from the Hiftory of the Propagation of Chrif-
tianity, that in certamn Places (and who can doubt
in all where the pretended Powers of Magic were
oppofed to the genuine Workings of the Spirit of
God?) {fuch Methods were ufed by Chrift and his

D Apoftles,

[2] 1 have faid bad Demsns ; {for Miracles wrought by the
Affiftance of good Diemous were, as the Inquirer obferves, [ Pag,
247] 1n grear Repute.

[#] For that this was the obvious and effential Difference
betwixt cthe genuine Miracles of the Golpel, and the Tricks of
Magic, 15 apparent from many ftrong Expoftulations of the
Chriftian Apologtts, who, when encounter’d witch rhis {rivo-
lous, but malicions Obje&ion, us'd to exclaim:  Peteffis al;-
quem 5ob1s defignave, monfirare cx opruibus 10lrs magis, Qui wn-
guam ﬁ:.err,' prr [ecula, confimile affgf:fd Cér{'ﬂa millefime cx
parte qat fecertt 2 Quz sing vira vi CAzMiuum, siNg ueq-
BARUM AUT GRAMINUM SUCCIS, SINE ULLA ALIQUA ORSER-
VATIONE SOLLICITA SACRORUM, LIBAMINUM, TEMPORUM !
&c. Arnob. contr. Gen. L.i. And again, Ibid. At qui conilitie
Chrilbum sing vrtis Apminicutis RERUN, SINFULLIYS R 1-
TUS OBSERVATIONE VEL LecE, omntu tlla, que fecit, nominis
fut pafbilitate fecifle 5 et quod proprivm, confentancum, Deo
dfqmm j'wraf Wero, nihil nGeens, aut m.‘o:fﬂm,_/;‘d OPIFYERU M,

SED SALUTARE, $ED AUXILIARIBUS PLENUM BONIS gofsffatis
muntfice libsralitate dondlf,
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Apottles, as were {ufficient to mamifeft the Differs
ence of their Miracles from thofe of Magicians, and
to affert the Divinity of their Miffion, in the very
Judgment of the Magicians them{elves [¢]. And
this, as it feems, always with fuch illuftrious Evi-
dence, as to render it inexcufable in thofe, who had
the Opportunity of {eeing and examining the L.if-
ference, to remain unfatisfied of it. For I cannot
but think it worthy the Inquirer’s Regard, tho’ no
Novelty, that the Heathen Charge of Magic, was
but in other Words the Jewifh Accufation of Beel-
zeoub 5 eicher of them the genuine Refult of pure
unallay’d Malice, and, concerning which, our Sa-
viour’s Determination is well known. And there-
fore when the learned Writer contends, that the
Heathens had a low Opinion of Miracles in geite-
ral, on account of the fuppofed Power and Efficacy
of Charms, and magical Incantations, he might
with equal Reafon here have taken upon him to
fhew, that the Jews alfo had a low Opinion of Mi-
racles in general on account of the fuppofed Power
of their Diviners, and Sorcerers, of which we like-
wife hear much amongft them, and from their
alcribing, as we know they did, many miraculous
Effe@s and Operations to them : An Opinion,
which, I prefume, the learned Writer will not find
1t to his Purpofe to maintain, |

3. Asto the Author’s Argument from tbe Mul-
tiplication of the Heathen Gods (which is the only
remaining Part of his Book I think myfelf concern’d

in [7]) if he means to conclude from it, that mn
Coniequence

o1 AGs. C. vili. & xix.
Ep::ll For as to the remainine Chapters on the Idolatry of the
Heathens, the Parcllel betwixt the Heatben and Proteflant Re.

qelion of Miracles, ard bis Conclufion, they {eem very little to -

concern either him, or me. For, 1, The Influence of ldelatry
15
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Confequence of the Multitude of pretended Mira-
cles, flowing from fuch Belief, Miracles themfelves
muft of Neceflity lofe their Force, and fink in their

Efteem [q], it 1s very frivolous, and admits an eafy
Anfwer. For, befides its inherent Weaknefs of bad
Logic, in concluding from a Caufe of poflible Effi-
ciency to a certain Effelt, it has the Misfortune, i
common with his other Reafonings on this Sub-

ject, to be confuted by plain Matter of Faét. And,
for his Satisfaction in this Point, [ refer him once

D2 more

. 1surgd to prove, thatthe Keligion, not Miracles, of Jefus, was

“hbard to be admitted [p. 3521 which, tho’ true, hasnothing zew
in it, and is, befides, intirely foreign, if not contradiCtory, to
his Purpofe. 2. The Parallel betwixt the Heathen and Protef~
tant Reeltion of Miracles dertves all its litele 1lluftrative Force
from this pcor Prefumption, already confuted, that the Hea-
thens had univerfally a Contempt of Mirasles, 1 {aid the Paral-
rel drew its whole Force from this Fa&, for unlefs it be true
that the Heathens univerfally disbelieved all Miracles faid to be
wronght amongft chem, the Cafe of their Rejection, of Chrif~
tian Miracles, the Reader fees, is widely different from that of
the Proteftant Rejeétion of the Popith, This one Circumftance
then, to mention no others, overturns the whole Ule of his Pa-
rallel. But, 3. As to his Concluiton, the Defign and Bufinefs
of that 15, I allow, fomething extraordinary. It 1sto thew us,
that his whole Force was not {pent in this weartfome Inquiry,
but that, washe difpoledfor 1t, lie cov/d go on to anlwer other
Objections againft Miracles [P. 408- 9] and our common Chri-
{tianity, which had been 2lready confuted to his Hands. For,
having thewn us what he could not do with an Argument of his
own, he was willing, it feems, to fhew us what he cox/d do with
thofe of other Writers. For which meritorious Service he has
my Compliments and Congratulations :

Labore alieno magno, partam Gloriam

Verbis fmpe in fe eransfere, qui fal habet,
Quod in T E etl.

[¢] Pag. 148. and inanother Place he {ays, it has been fairly

fhewn both from their cwn Accounts, and trom THe Narture
or Turir Princrrres, that the Heathens neither bad, nor
coxld have an high Opinignof Miracles, Pag. 183,
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mors to the Cafe of the Romanifts 3 who, notwith-
ftanding the Multiplicity of their Saints, all of them
Dealers in Miracles, and fwarming m fuch Num-

ers as to equal, 1f not exceed, the Rabble of Pa-
gan Divinities, do not yet appear to have con-
tracted from thence any Difrelifh, or Difefteem for
Miracles. The Truth s, the whole additional Evi-
dence arifing from the main of his Book in Confir-
mation of his pretended Fa&, that the Heathens
extertained a low Opinion of Miracles, 1s {o very in-
confiderable, that, as we now fee, 1t hardly amounts
to a bare Probability. For, after all, the Reader
will perhaps incline to think, contrary to what the
learned Writer direlts him, that {fuch Prevalency of
Maaic, and Multiplicity of Gods, is no bad Proof
of the Efteem and Credit, that Miracles were 1n
among{t them. At leaft, ’tis no unfair Prefump-
tion, that a People could not be {o averfe to Mira-
cles, as the Author pretends, nor generally be pof-
{eficd by a thorough Contempt of them, when, not-
withftanding the frequent Detettion of fe/fe Mira-
cles, and more than one degrading Solution at
Hand for the t7ize, they fhould yet be able to
maintain their Ground, and take fuch Footing in
the popular Belief, as to be continually affordmng
refh Occafion to Impofture, and frefh Incourage-
ment to the Dealers i this Traffic to practife on
the Wouder and Credulity of Mankind.

z. And whoever {ets out with this Surmife,
(which 1s apparently not ill-founded) will find 1t
areatly firengthened in obferving, that of all the
Reproaches cait upon the Heathen World, and of
all the Prejudices objected to them by the firft Pro-

agators of Chriftiznity, this of the Contempt of
Miracles was not {o much as once mentioned, there
not being the leaft Hint, or remoteft Intimation in
the facred Writings of their labouring under any

PECURIAY
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peculiar Prepofleflion of this Kind, A Circumftance
perfectly unaccountable, 1f what the Inquirer con-
tends for be true, fince fuch Prepofleffion could not
but greatly obftruct the Apoftolic Labours, and
make 1t neceffary for them to bend their firft Care
and Application that Way.

3. And it raifes the Wonder ftill higher to ob-
ferve, that whilft the Heathens efcape uncenfured
in this Refpect, the Jews are feverely rebuked
for their Incredulity and difregard of Miracles [] 3
where too, by the very Caft and Turn of the Re-
proof, the Heathensare to be underftood as lefs
chargeable on this Head, thanthe Jews.

- 4. But, what has ftill the worft Afpect on the
Writer’s Scheme, 15, that whilft the Apoftles are
quite filent as to this Charge upon the Gentile, nor
appear once to rank it 1n the Lift of fuch Impedi-
ments, as retarded the Converfion of the Pagan
World, they are at the fame time very exprels m .
declaring to us, what the chief of thofe Imped:-
menis were, They in part have been already {ug-
gefted { /1, and were, 1f St. Paul may be credited,
in Reality, thefe : 1. A Conceit of fuperior Wifdom
amongft the Men of Letters and Education [¢].
And, 2. The Corruptions and grofs Idelatries of the
People at Jarge [#].

5. But what! it will-after all be afked, Is there
then no Truth 11 what the learned Writer has ad-
vanced concerning the Heathen Contempt of Mi-
racles 3 and in particular, is his long Detail of Prin-
ciples and Circumftances, concurring, as it thould

feem, to produce fuch Contempt, utterly without
all Force or Meaning °

This

Fr] Matth. xi. 2¢. Lukex. 13,
| /'] Pag. 39. [t] 1 Cor.1. Col. 11, &,
|«] Rom, i. Eph. v, and clfewhere Pefin.
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This has no where been faid ; and HZH the con-
trary is what I am now ready to afirm, For, to
do the Inquirer Juftice, it wasupon the Bafis of 2
good, old Truth, that this wondrous Noveity
wasereCted. A fine Writer [v] will tell us what 1t
was. ¢ We may obferve,’”” (fays he, inaccounting
for the Silence of Pagan Writers in refpet of our

Saviour’s Hiftory) ¢ that the ordinary Practice of
¢« Magic in thofe Times, with the many preten-

¢¢ dended Propicies, DivinaTions, Aprpra-
‘ RrTIONS, and LocarL Miracres amongft the
¢« Heathens, made them lefs attentive to {uch News
¢ from Judza, till they had Time to confider the
<« NATURE, the OCCASION, and the
¢« . ND of our Saviour’s Miracles, and were
¢« awaken’d by many f{urprizing Events to allow
¢¢ them any Confideration at all.”” We {ee here
the Ground-Work of our Author’s Performance,
and have determined to our Hands with great Ac-
curacy, how far hisgeneral Pofition s true, and to
what Extent the particular Circumftances aud Situ-
ation of the Heathens would in Reality affe& their
Opinion of Miracles. Had the learned Writer con-
fin’d himfelf within thefe Limits, he would, I con-
ceive, have had Reafon and Hiftory on his Side,
and, whatever Alarm he may be in from the fro-
award and ccitcitions Spirit of Party in Religion,
no Encinies to oppofe nim.  But then this, 1t muft

be own’d, had been faying nothing #ew : The
‘World had loft the Benefit of 2 Difcovery, and the

Author, what of all Things he would moft regret,
the Gloryof his INVENTION,

fv] Mr. Addifon of the Chnftian Faich, S. 1.



