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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE.

A just fenle of the nature of that honourable and ufe.

ful employment towards which Students of Divinity

look, will quicken their exertions both in the acquifi-
tion of general knowledge, and in the more immediate

~ preparation for the duties of the facred profeflion ;e

and it will gtve punity and grace to thewr manners,

A HEADS
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BOOK L

-

EVIDENCES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

THE two great doltrines that God 1s, and that he -
is a rewarder of them that {eek him, being aflumed as
the ground-work of every religious {yftem, the truth of
Chriftianity turns upon a queltion of fadt, Whether
an extraordinary revelation was given to man by the
preaching of the Son of God. .Abernethy, Boyle's
Leciures.

TFuis queftion falls to be tried, not by withes which
may be formed upon the fubjed, but by the evidence

adduced 1n proof of the fadt.

Az CHAP.



z HEADS OF LECTURES

!

oo e ot b e e Mot 2o - e o s oo L et |

CHAP. L

T'ne fupport which the truth of Chriftianity receives
from the train of hiftory for nearly 1800 years, prepares
the mind of a Scholar for the more dire¢t proofs of a
Divine Revelation. Grotius. Macknight on the Truth

¢f the Gofpel Hiftory.

CHAP 1L

'L'1e whole of that Revelation which is peculiar to
Chriftians being contained 1n the Books of the New
Teftament, the firlt {ubje& of inquiry, is, Whether
thefe books are authentic—and genume,

Sedion
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Seon [,

Manner 1 which the Canon of the New Teftament

%

was formed.

MosT of the books have been handed down to us
by an uninterrupted tradition from the earlicft times ;
others were admitted after fome hefitation.

THE external evidence of the authenticity of all the
parts of the New Teftament, 1s full and various,—and
15 confirmed by many internal marks.

S 6350.’3 .[ f .

Axy material alteration of books, fo univerfally dif-
fufed, was impoffible.

THE 30,000 various readings, moft of which are
trifling changes, may be correCted by manufcripts,—

ancient verfions,—carly quotationsy~and found chaf-

tifed Critici{m,

It is poflible to-attain nearer to an abfolute certainty,
with regard to the genuine reading ot the New Teltas

ment, than of any other ancient book.

Michaclis. Leland. Lardner: Fortine Hartley, Mac-
bnicht on the Epilles.  Paky’s Hore Pauline, and
Exidences of Chriyflianity.

A 3 CHAD.
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CHAP. IIL

T 1k high claim made in thefe authentic, genaine books,.
that they contain a Divine Revelation, is not contra-
dicted by the manner of advancing the claim,- which is
far removed from the known charaéers of enthufiafm ;—
nor by the contents of the books, which appear, 1n all
points, conformable to the primary Revelation which
God gave to man by reafon and confcience :—And, it
15 confirmed by the four following circumftances, which
conflitute what is called the Internal Evidence of Chrifs
tianity, or prefumptions arifing from the books them-
felyes, that they cannot be the work of man,

1, Tue fuperiority of the fyftem of Religion and Mo-
rality, contained in the Books of the New Teftament,
above every former fyftem.

2. Tre condition of thofe men in whofe writings
this fuperior fyftem appears.

3. Tus perfection of the chara&ter of Jefus Chnift,
together with the manner in which 1t 15 drawn.
A THE
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4. THE charadter of his Apoftles, as it may be col-
lected from the facts which they relate, and the letters
which they write.

Tu1s internal evidence is not merely a matter of tafte
or feeling, but furnifhes an argument which every under
ftanding may apprehend. The feveral branches of it
make a principal part of the ftudy of a Divine.

Leland, Conybeare. Duchal. Fenyns. Macknight, Neaw-
come. Lecchman, Paley. Boyle’s LeGures,

CHAP. IV,

Thue Gofpel, profefling to offer Dire@ Evidence, in
fupport of that prefumption which arifes from the Inter.
nal Evidence, claims to be received 2. a Divine Reve-
lation, upon the footing of Miracles.

Sedim



s HEADS OF LECTURES

Se&ion 1.

Tre force of the argument from miracles, is well
ftated by Bonnet,

THAT uniformity of the courfe of nature, upon which
the bufinefs of life, and the ipeculations of philofophy
proceed, may be interrupted by the immediate interpo-
fition of the Almighty,—or by the agency of vifible
minifters of the Divine Power.

Works beyond the power of man, and contrary to.
the courfe of nature, performed by vifible agents, at their
pleafure, are the fign of a power derived to them from
the Lord of Nature ; and may be apphed, by their de-
claration,—to the do&rine which they teach, fo as to be
the vouchers to all who behold them, of the truth of 2
Revelation, which the Father of his creatures faw meet

to communicate, by a few individuals, to the reft of the
world,  Sherlock.

INTERN AL and External evidence of Chriftianity, lend:

aid to one another.—Analogy between the proofs of Na-
tural and of Revealed Religion.—The miracles of the:

Golpel illuftrate fome of its peculiar dodtrines,  Neav~
come.  Jortin,. |

Sedion
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Se&ion I1.

1. Are Miracles capable of being proven to the fa-

tisfaction of thofe who do not behold them? Hume.
Campbell.

2. Was the teftimony born to the miracles of Jefus,
credible at the time of its being given ?

CuaratTer of the Apoftles.—They relate palpable
fals.—Effedts of the miracles upon themiclves.

3. Doss the diltance of time at which we live, de-
ftroy the original credibility of the teftimony 2

Tur Dooks were early publithed.—There is much
particularity-in the narration of the miracles of Jelus.—

The firlt Chriftians appear, from the Eptftles, to have
believed that the Apoftles wrought miracles. Buticr.
—And there is no oppofite teftimony.

Sedton 111,

Tue multitude of reports concerning miracles, in-
volves the fubject in new difficulties, and furnmifhes a
plaufible objeion againft this branch of the external

evidence
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evidence of Chrifhanity,” which the following obferva-
tions may ferve to remove.

1. No religion, except the Jewifh and Chriftian, -
claimed to be received upon the fvoting of miracles per
formed by the Author of it.

2. 'THERE 1s a ftriking difference between the mira-
cles recorded in the Bible, and all other miracles, in
refpect of the evidence with which they are tranfmitted.

Criterion by Douglas. Camplell.  Macknight. Paley.

3. WHETHER, with Farmer, we conceive, that God
alone can work miracles ;~—or, with Cudworth, {uppole,
that evil {pirits have, in all ages, been exercifing their
power in mifleading men ;—or, adopt 2 middle opinion,
which the introduction of the Jewith and Chriftian dif-
penfations, and many paffages of {cripture feem to war-
rant, the argument from miracles, as {tated by our Lord,
in the 12th Chapter of Matthew, retains its force,

4. THE uncertainty, with regard to the duration of
miracles in the Chriftian Church, does not invalidate
the argument arifing from the miracles of Jefus and his

Apoltles. Middleton. Gibbon. Fortin. Sir David Dal-
rymple. W, atfon.

I appears prebable, that the profufion of miraculous
gifts which took place in the Apoftolical age, was gra-

dually
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éually withdrawn 3 and that they ceafed entirely after
the days of Conftantine,

GClarke. Leland’s View of Deiftical Writers. Randolply’s
View of our Lord’s Miniflry. Bullock. Cudworth,
rranflated by Moflein. Boyle’s Lectures.

wm‘w

CHAP. V.

T e Eleventh Chapter of John’s Gofpel, may be em-
ployed to illuftrate both the internal evidence of Chrif-
tianity,—and that part of the external evidence which
arifes from miracles.

1. It is a moral painting, in which are delightfully
- exhibited the characters of the Narrator ;—of the {ifters

of Lazarus ;=of the Apoftles, particularly Thomas -
and of Jefus.

2. 1T contains a circumftantial account of the great-
et of cur Lord’s miracles,
WoorsTon



12 HEADS OF LLECTURES

Woorston reduced into a {yftem, a kind of philologi-

. " cal and verbal objccions, purparting to fhow, that the

miracles of Jcfus muft be underftood purely in an alle-

gorical fenfe ; becaufe the accounts taken in a literal
{enfe are incredible.

Tue fources of anfwers.to fuch obje&ions, are;~an
intimate acquaintance with local manners, cuftoms, and
prejudices ;—an analyfis of the true meanming of the
words in the original ;—and a clofe attention to the
wholc contexture of the narration.

ArpricaTtioN of the anfwers which may be derived
from thefe fources, to the cure of the paralytic in the
. 2d Chapter of Mark,—to the turning water into wine
in the 2d Chapter of John,—and to the refurrection of
Lazarus, Pearce’s Commentary,

3. Dy ftating the different effe@s which the fame
miracle produced upon different perfons, to all of whom
the fat appeared undemable, it furnifhes an inftance of
the poffibility of unbelief in thofe who enjoy the higheft

degree of enidence.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI,

As Jelus claimed to be the Meffiah “of the Jews, the

argument from Prophecy falls to be canvafled in 3 dif+
cuflion of the Evidences of Chriftianity,

Sechien 1.

For the inveitigation of the truth of this claim, there
is required not, as Giblon fuppoles, a previous belizf of
the Divinity of the Prophecies, but a conviction that'the
books containing what is called the Prophecy, exifted

confiderable time before the events which are faid to be
the fulfilment,

‘In proof of this preliminary point, we fay, that the
books arc the records of a nation which was not un-

known to 1ts neighbours j—that the Pentateuch was
guarde'd by the ancient fchifm between the Jews and
Samaritans —and that the exiftence and ntegrity of all
the parts of ‘the Old Teftament, arc vouched by the
Septuagint tranflation, which was probably finifhed in

B the
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the fecond Century before Chrift, and was ufed in all
the Churches of the Helleniftical Jews,~by the ani-
wofity amongft the religious feés of the Jews,—by in-
tefnal marks,—and by the teftimony of Fofephus.

TuaT the hope of the Mefliah, was, in all ages, the
received national interpretation of the predictions in thofe

books,appears fromthe New Teltament,—from Heathen
hiftorians,~—from the writings of the ancient Jews,—and

vhe fentiments of the modern.

Prideaux. Hartley. Chandler. Lardner. Leland, Stil-
~ Jingflect’s Origines Sacre.,

et

' SeGion 11,

~ By comparing the predictions with the circumflances
of the appearance of Jefus, any perfon who poffeffes cri-
tical fagacity and hiftorical information, or who avails
tumfelf of the labours of Clarke, Chandler, Sherloch,

Neavton, Fortiny Halifax, Bagot, Macknight, and others,
may attain a firm convicion that Jefus is the Meffiah of

the Jews.

Sercimen of the exat fulfilment of Prophecy, in the
gime,—and the place, of the birth of Jefus.

Selitan
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Sedion 11,

It was faid by Collins, that the Prophecies of the
Old Teftament, are applicable to Jefus only in a fecond-

ary typical {enfe j—and that fuch fenfe is fanatical and
chimerical,

WE anfwer, that, as the Prophecies refpecting the
temporal affairs of the Jews and their neighbours, fome
of which were fulfilled long ago, and others are now
fulfilling in the world, were {ubfervient to a future fpi-
ritual difpenfation which was promifed, fo there are
Prophecies of the Meffiah, the glorious Perfonage by
whom the new difpenfation was to be opened, which,
m their primary fenfe, apply only to Jefus of Nazareth:
Even Grotius admits one inftance of this in the end of

Malachi.

W anfwer further, that, as the typical nature of the
Jewifh ceremonies is a kind of fymbolical language, fo
what is called the double fenfe of Prophecy, of which
the 72d Pfalm furnifhes an inftance, 1s not inconfiftent
with that fpecial kind of difcourfe to which we give the
name of Prophecy ;—1s agreeable to the allegory which
abounds in ancient writers, Horace, Ode 1. 14. Pfalm
8oth,—and appears with peculiar propriety under an
intermediate preparatory difpenfation.

Law. Sykes, Warburion. Hurd, Lowth de Sacra Poef.
b2 Sedlon
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Secton TV,

Our Lord and his Apoftles quoted eften from the
Septuagint ;. And when that tranflation did not appear
to them corred, they ufed fome more perfe& tranflation,
or they tranflated for themfelves from the Hebrew Text.
Keunicotte  Randelph's Collation,  Geddes’s Profpedus.

Selon V.

WHEN, 10 a {tatement of the amount of the argument .
from Prophecy, we aflign their proper place to dire@
predictions, to fecondary prophecies, to quotations in
~which there was merely an accommodation of words,
and to types ; and when we thus find the Old Tefta-
ment a continued prophecy of the New, it appears that
the Prophets were Divinely infpired ;—that, in the word
of prophecy which fupported the faith of the old world,
(zod enclofed a {ecret evidence which he intended fhould
one day be {feen ;—and that the fcheme in which the
ancient predictions were fulfilled, is a Divine Revclation.

Mucn dignity is thus refleGted upon the Gofpel.—
The evidence from Prophecy appears to be an increafing
evidence—Many great events may yet be cxpected to
arife in the order of Providence :—And the prophecies

which
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which have been fulfilled, become vouchers of the ac~
complifiment of thofe which foretel remote events.

CHAD. VIL

]Esvs, having fulnlled by his appearance upon earth, 2
great part of the Prophecies concerning the future ipi-
ritual Difpenfation, became the interpreter of thofe which

obfcurely intimated that fucceflion of interefting events
which his firft appearance introduced. Hurd.

In explication of ancient prediCtions of the fame
events, this great Prophet, to whom the Spirit was
oiven without meafure, foretold,

1. His own Death, with all its circumftances.

2. His RefurreGtion upon the third day.

1. His Afcenfion, which was to be an object of fenfe
to his Apoftles,—and to be vouched to fucceeding ages,
by the works which the power fent by him from heaven
enabled his Apoltles to perform,

K g. THE
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4. The fituation and behaviour of his Apoltles after
he left them.

5. Tue deftruttion of Jerufalem, Matthew, 24th
Chapter ; Luke, 21{t Chapter.

T1ime when the prophecy was uttered——and circulat-
ed. Trom fofephus we learn, that not only the event
it{elf, but all the {igns and accompaniments of the event,
correfpond literally to the words of Jefus.

6. TuE rapid propagation of his Religion.

THE Gofpel, by being preached 1n all the world be-
fore the end of the Jewith {tate, Matthew xxiv. 14.

was a witnefs to all nations, that, in the deftruction of
the Temple, there was a fulfilment of prophecy,—a pu-

nifhment of infidelity,—and the conclufion of that pre-

paratory difpenfation which required the fervices of the
Temple.

7. Tue condition of the Jewifh nation fubfequent to
the deftruction of their City.

It is foretold that their Political and Ecclefiaftical
Contftitution was to be diffolved ;—that Jerufalem was
to remain in the pofleflion of the Gentiles, and to be
treated with every indignity ;—that the people were to
be fcattered. over the earth, but not confounded with

other people, Yet it is intimated, Luke xxi, 24. which
feems
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feems to refer to Daniel, ix. 26, 27. that, agreeably to
the words of other Prophets, the nation is fomehow to
b emancipated.

=

L

8. THe folemnities of the Day of judgment, with the
final difcrimination of the righteous and the wicked.

THis great event is fo conneted, in our Lord’s pro-
phecy, with the deftruétion of Jerufalem, that part of the
z4th Chapter of Matthew appears to afford an inftance
of a Prophecy having a double fenfe.

Tillotfon. Fortin, Newton. Newcome.

CHAP. VIIL

" Tur Refurredtion of Jefus, one of the events which he
foretold, is an effential branch of the evidence of his
Religion.

It was rendered an obje® of fenfe to great numbers
befides the Apoftles: But this hughelt evidence, was,

for wife reafons, withheld from the nation of the Jews.
| | To
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To us it 15 vouched by the traditionary evidence ari~
fing from the univerfal diffufion of the belief of the
fact ;by the teltimony recorded, with every interpal
mark of credibility, 1n the writings of thofe men who
were chofen by God to be the witnefles of the refurrec-
tion ;——and by the extraordinary powers conferred upon
thems:

- Time of conferring thele powers: Nature and va-
riety of them, They were the witnefs of the Spirit
confirming the teftimony of the Apoftles.

Ditton.  Trigl of Witneffes. e/l

e R e s T

CHAP. IX.

Tac hiftory of the Propagation of Chriftianity, befides
being a fulfilment of the words of Jefus, may be confi-

dered as furnifhing in itfelf an argument for the truth
of lus Religion,

Jedlion
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Sc&ion 1.

Sucecess of a religions fyltem 15 not an unequivocal
proof of its having a Divine original; for there may be
luman caufes fuflicient to account for that fuccefs,

Bur when all the human means that were employed
appear inadequate to the end, we muft have recourfe to
the finger of God : And the conclufion, which in this
cafe we draw, 1s very much confirmed, if there be po-

fitive evidence, that, in the accomplithment of the end,
there was an exertion of Divine power.

Avrrrication of this univerfal rule—to the hiftory
of Mahometani{m, and of Chriftiamty. #hite’s Sermons.

Secion I1.

Tae five fecondary caufes of the rapid growth of
Chriftianity, enumerated by Gilbon, “ either tended to

¢ retard the progrefs of that religion,—or were the
© ¢ manifelt operation of the power and wifdom of

¢« God.”” [Vkte. Watfon. Sir David Dalrymple.

Sedion
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Setion 111.

Awnoxacst the early converts to Chriftianity, moft of
whom were mean unlearned men, we reckon fome per-

{fons of rank, and fome who had been educated in the
{chools of the Philolophers.  Fuftin Martyr.

Assistance which Chriftianity derived from the
talents and learning of the Apoltle Paul: Argument

deduced from his converfion, Lerd Lyitleton. Mac-
kuight.

Sefion IV,

It has been faid, that if the earth be divided into
g0 equal parts, Pagamim is eftablifhed in 19, Maho-
metanifm in 6, Chriftianity in § ;—that Chnftianity
was not publifhed till the world had exifted fome thous

fand years y—that it is corrupted in many countries j——
and that it leaves men wicked : And, from the imper-
fe@ion of the effe produced, it has been inferred, that
the means employed were not Divine.

BuT obje&ions founded upon the meafure of- the ef-
fe&, cannot overturn hiftorical evidence.~They imply
an expedtation which we are not warranted to entertain,
that God will beftow the fame religious advantages upon

all
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all his creatures, and that there will be no delay in the
communication of what it was his original purpofe to
beftow.—~Much religious knowledge was diffufed during
the preparation of the Gofpel.—The delay of its uni-
verfal publication, may, in various ways, be preparing
the world for the reception of it.—The corruptions of
Chriftianity arofe from God’s employing the miniftry
of human means.—It 1s a contiadiction in terms, to fay
that religion fhould compel men to be virtuous,

Shaw and Dick upon the Counfel of Gamalicl. Robectfon’s

Sermon. Butler.  diterbury. Foriine Law. Mac-
ﬁnigbr, Paley.

HEADS
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BOOK 1II.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE SCRIPTURE SYSTEM, AND
PLAN OF ANALYSING IT.

CHAP I

T O thofe who confider the Books of the New Tef:
ment as authentic, genutne records, in which the Dil-
ciples of a Divine Teacher deliver a {yltem of truth,
it is an interefting queftion whether they are Infpired
Writings.

C | MopzRN
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Mopzry Socinians deny the Infpiration of Scripture:
And Prieftley confiders the Apoftles a3 liable, like other
men, to adopt, and to introduce into their writings, a
hafty and ill-grounded opinion: Hiflory of Early Opt-
nions, Vol i. p. 70. Vol. iv. p. 5, and §8. Other Chril-
tians differ as to the degree of Infpiration.

Avv degrees of Infpiration are equally poffible. If the
Apoftles were really infpired, the evidence of the fact

will probably afcertain the meafure vouchfafed to them,

Tue different kinds of Infpiration which appear ne.
ceffary for the different purpofes of their miffion as, Hif- -
torians— L xpounders of the whole counfel of God—
and Prophets, were promifed by our Lord, John xiv.
26, and xv1. 13.

/

Or the promife made in thefe and other paffages,
there was a vifible fulfilment on the day of Pentecoft :
and to Paul, who was not then an Apoftle, the Gofpel
was communicated by fpecial Revelation.

InspiraTION 15 claimed by the Apoftles, not indeed
in the Gofpels where they wnte merely in the character
of eye-witneffes, Luke i. 1~=g, but in the Epiftles,
where they write with authority :=And it appears from
the New Teftament, and from the words of the earlieft
Chriftian writers, that the claim was adnytted.

THE
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Tue claim is found, upon a candid, enlightencd ex-
mination of all the objeétions that have been made, not

to be contradited by any thing in their writings.

Tuey did not always write undar the infpiration of
{uggeftion: Dut by the continual fuperintendence of the
Spirit, they were furnifhed in the Golpels, in the doc-
trinal parts of the Epiftles, and in the Prophecies which
they delivered, with that-meafure of Infpiration which
the nature of the fubjet required, fo as to render thei

 writings the infallible ftandard of Chriftian faith,

Hence found Criticifia becames the foundation of
Theology ; and my bufinefs 1s not to frame a Syfteni of
Divinity, but to delineate that Syﬂém which the In.
{pired writers teach, and to refcue their meaning from
mifinterpretation.

Wakefeld,  Middleton.  Le Clere.  Lowth,  Potter.
Doddridge,  Macknight, DBenfou,  Leland,  Seckers
Paley.

C 2z CHAP.
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CHAP. II

A suort conneéted wiew, in two Lectures, of the
peculiar doétrines of Chriftianity, as they may be learns
from the Infpired Books of the New Teftament.

Our of this peneral view there arife fome obferva-
tions, the illuftration of which, as preliminary to an’

-analyfs of the Scripture Syltem, forms the fubjet of the
four following Chapters.

CHAP, IIL

CHRISTIANITY OF INFINITE IMPORTANCE,

Section 1,

ImrorTance of Chriftianity confidered as a repubs

fication of Natural Religion.
NATURAL
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NaruraL Religion, which confifts of the knowledge
of God, the obligations, and the hopes that may be de-
duced from the light of nature, is founded in the con-
ftitution of the human mind j;—was tranfmitted by tra-
dition from the firft man ;~is fuppofed in Scripture ;-
and had no original defect. '

- YeT, from the religious hiftory of the Heathen
world, it appears, that a republication of Natural Re-
ligion was molt defirable. 'The Gofpel gives this re-
publication with authority,—with fimplicity ;—and by
eftablifthing a popular mode of inftru@ion, formerly un-
known, has produced in every Chriftian country, an
univerful diffufion of the principles of Natural Religion.

Section {1,

\

ImporTance of Chriftianity confidered as a method
of {aying Sinners.

Mav, by being a Sinner, 1s placed in a ftate of de-

pravity and guilt, in which there can be no religion to
him, unlefs there be forgivenefs with God.

Naturar Religion bemg, by its Conﬂitiltion, the
religion of thofe who do their duty, holds forth only
doubtful grounds of hope to thofe who tranfgrefs it.

C3 THE
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T ur Gofpel, being revealed after tranfgreflion, makes
an adequate provifion for this new fituation.

Tux revelation of this Remedy creates duties refult-
ing from the additional knowledge which 15 communi-
cated ;—lays thofe to whom it is made known, under
an indifpenfable obligation to examine it j—and leaves
thofe who wantonly rejed it, to perifh in their fins.

Tindal, Fofler. Leland. Clarke. Butler. Conybeare.
Sherlock.

CHAP. IV.

DIFFICULTIES IN THE SCRIPTURE SYSTEM..

Wierner we confider the Golpel as a republication
of Natural Religion, or as a method of faving Sin.
ners, we may expec to find in the Scripture fyftem
many things which we do not fully comprehend. Bus

ler. Scripture meaning of the word Myftery. Sherfock.
Campbell,

THe Gofpel gives the knowledge neceflary for our
condition, without profefling to fatisfy our curiofity.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.,

USE OF REASON IN RELIGION.

AvrtnoucH the jargon of falfe philofophy, the charac-
ter of fanaticifm, the infidious defigns of thofe, who fay
that Chrifbianity 1s not founded on argument, the tyran-
ny of the Church of Rome, and the prefumption of the
Socinians, have occafioned many queftions concerning
the boundaries between Reafon and Faith; every found
Divine will admit, that Reafon is of eminent ufe,

1. IN examining the evidences of Religion.

2. In learning from Scripture what are the truths
vevealed.

For this purpofe there is required much fubfidiary
knowledge ; an accurate attention to fingle words and
phrafes; and a diftin@ enlarged apprehenfion of the

- Golpel {cheme in its connections and its confequences.

3. I repelling the attacks of the adverfaries of Chrif:
tanity,  Gerard,

4. In
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4. In judging of the truths of Religion.

>

A riGuT apprehenfion of this fourth ufe of Reafon
in matters of religion, for which found Logic prepares
us, furnifhes anfwers to a large clafs of objections often

~urged againft fome of the peculiar do@rines of Chrif-
tianity.

Poiter. Randolph, Bacon. Reid on the IntelleGual Poww-
ers.  Fourth Book of Locke’s Effay.

CHAP. VL

CONTROVERSIES OCCASIONED BY THE SCRIPTULRE
SYSTEM.

Direrrent opinions have arifen upon every fubje
concerning which men have fpeculated.

Tuz multiplicity of Theological controverfies is eafi-
ly accounted for; by differences amongft interpreters
of thofe ancient books from which the dorines of

Chriftianity are to be learnt ;=~by the imperfect de-
gree in which many of the docrines are there reveal.
ed 3
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ed ;—by the nature and importance of them ;—by the
private pafions which often operated in the breafts of
thofe who fpeculated concerning them ;—and by the
genius and language of the Peripatetic Philofophy,
which, after fome Centuries, during which the Chrif-
tian writers had been Platoniits, came to be generally
adopted 1n the {chools of Theology.

Sixce the Reformation that Philofophy has funk in
credit : The Chriftian Fathers are no longer quoted as
authorities ; and their merit is appreciated.

BurT as the fubjeds of Theological controverfy, have,
in modern times, called forth men of profound erudition,
and of philofophical minds ; and, as upon points moft
effential to the Chriftian faith, different {yftems, held
either by National Churches, or by individuals, have
been defended with much ability, it is the bufinefs of a
Student of Divinity to make himlelf acquainted with
that diverfity of opinions, and that oppofition of argu-
ments, of which he may derive a general knowledge,
from Calvin’s Inflitutesy Marckii Medulla, Burnet on the
Thirty-nine Articles,, Mofteim’s Church Hiffory, trani-
lated by Maclaine, and Stapfer’s Inflitutiones Theolosie
Pak;mfm.

IT 15 his duty to endeavour, by a patient exercife of
Reafon and facred Criticifm, to learn the truth as it is

N,
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m Jefus; remembering, in the words of our Confeflion
of Faith, ¢ that the Supreme Judge, by which all Con-
“ troverfies of Religion are to be determined, and all
“ decrees of Councils, opinions of ancient writers, doc-
¢ trines of men, and private fpirits, are to be examined,
¢ and in whofe fentence we are to reft, can be no other

¢ but the Holy Spmit fpeaking 1n Scripture.’

THs obje@ of my Lectures is to go before you
the application of this principle, and to abridge your
labour, by direéting you to the fhorte{t method of ar-
riving at the conclufion. But you will derive more
benefit from canvafling what I fay, than from imbibing

all that I can teach : and the moft ufeful leffons which
you can Jearn from me, are, a habit of atteation, a love
of truth, and a {pirit of inquiry.

CHAP. VIIL

Ix reviewing the Controverfies, it is propofed neither
to follow the method of the ordinary Compends of The-
ology,—nor to adopt the more {cientific mode of ar-
ranging by itfelf every fyftem of opinions,—but to felect

the
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the great fubjeds which have agitated and divided the
Chriftian world; to prefent the train of opinions that

have been held upon every one of thofe fubje@s; and
to ftate the grounds upon which they relt.

Tue Gofpel having appeared, in the general view of
the Scripture Syltem, to be a2 Remedy for the prefent
{tate of moral evil, provided by the Iather, brought
into the world by the Son, and applied by the Spirit
2l doftrinal controverfies refpe@~either the Son and
the Spirit, and the manner in which they ave united

with the Father;—or the Nature, the Extent, and the
Application of the Remedy.

Tue firft great divifion refpe&ting the Perfons, com-

prehends the Arian, a part of the Socinian, and all the
Trinitarian Controverfy : The {econd great divifion re-

fpedting the Remedy, comprchends the Arminian Con-

troverfy, the Pelagian, a part of the Socinian, and many
of the doétrines of Popery.

Tue Church of Chnit being a Soctety founded by

him, various queftions have ariien concerning Church
Government,

HEADS
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BOOK IIL

CPINIONS CONCERNING THE SON, THE SPIRIT, AND
THE MANNER OF THEIR BEING UNITED WITH THBH

FATHER.,

|

CHAP. L

OpriNioNs concerning the Perfon of the Son, 2
fubject which Chriftians are taught to confider as im-
portant, may be reduced to one or other of three Syi-
tems,

D THE
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Tuc firft and fimpleft opinion, that Jefus Chrift was
Wikes avfgwrss, was taught by Theodotus in the end of the

fecond Century ; revived by Socinus ; and is publifhed
with zeal by Prieflleyy Lindfey, and thofe who call

them{elves Unitarians.

Tut fecond opinion, that the body of Jefus was in-
formed by Chrift, a Super-Angelical Spirit, the firlk
creature, by whom God made all others, appeared early
1n the obfcure airy {peculations of the Gnoftics ; and
affumed a fubftantial definite form in the Syftem of

Arus.

"THE Council of Nice, A. D. 325, condemned Arius
for faying of the SOD, v wole 8T 8% NYe == FOUY vevninves 8x fysem

¢Z ux ovjwy eyevilo,

His opinion was revived in the laft Centurir, and has
been ably defended.

Tue third opinion, that the Chrift, who eternally
and neceflarily co-exifted with God, and is God, af-
{umed, at the Incarnation, the complete human pature
into union with the Divine, was declared by the Coun-

cil of Nice; and 1s the faith of the eftablithed Churches
of Britan,

Pus tx Pules, Ouss ix Osk, duosriss, are ancient exprefions

applied to the Son,
Much
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Mucu controverly, Petavius, Bull, Prieflley, Horfley,
Burgh, whether this third opinion was generally held by
Chriftians before the Counci! of Nice.

CHAD 1L

Ix examining the grounds of the three opinions, {pecu-
lations concerning the probability of any of them, mult
yield to the fenfe of Scripture attained by fair inter-
pretation..

GexeraL ftrain of the New Teltament conveys an
impreflion, that Jefus Chrift was a man like to us. The
fupport which Scripture thus appears to give to the firft
opinion, is colleGted by Lindfey, Sequel to Apology,
Chapter 7th. '

IT remains to be inquired, whether Scripture does
not al{o teach that he is more than man,

D2 CHAP.
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CHAP. IIL

Ir Jefus exifted before he was born of Mary, he can.

not be Yu wrfpure. Pre-exiftence of Jefus, a pofition
which contradicts the firlt opinion, and is affumed in

the other two, appears to be taught, John, i. 15, 30—
John, ut. 31.—John, il 13.—~John, vi. 62.—John,
il 58.—~John, xvii. 3.

SprreiveN of the manner in which the ancient and
modern Socinians attempt to explain {uch paffages.

THEIR interpretation of that title, ¢ the Son of God,”

which he who generaily called him{elf the ¢ {fon of man,”
fometimes affumed,

e e e e e Y PP St rasttrd)

CHAP IV.

Anoxcst the a&ions aferibed to Jefus in his pre-Cx-
itent ftate, Creation claims the firft place.

ThE
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Tue fulleft declarations of Scripture concerning this
point, arc the three following.

Seclion 1.

Jous, . 1——18. o200, ver, 1., 1s Viess xose, ver, 17,

From the Jewith Targums, and the writings of
Philo, it appears there was a general belief amongft the
Jews, that ¢ the word of Jehovah,” 2eye;, was a diltin&

Perfon.

In the Syftem of Cerinthus and other Gnoflics, the
Maker of the world was an Inferior Spirit, called ¥nes-
swns, Aoyosy and xeisoss an exalted Jfon, who united
himfelf with the man Jelus, in order to deliver men
from the tyranny of dnugyes.

Joun writ his Gofpel to expofc the errors of Ce-
rinthus. Without mentioning his name, he adopts fome

of his terms, and refcues the word 2eye: from his de-
oraded ufe of 1t, reftoring it to a fenfe correfponding

to the dignity of the Jewifh phrafe. He ufesit, 1 John,
L 1, 2., and Rev. xix. 13.

Anciext and modern Socinian interpretation of this
affage,—~Prov. viii. 22—30.
Paitag

D 3 | Seion
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Seion [1.

Covrossians, 1. 1518, Analyfis of principal words
and phrafes, Rev. iii. 14..—Romans, i. 20.—Coloff.
i1, 18.—Romans, xi. 36.—1 Cor. vii. 6.—Adls,
Xvil, 28.

Socinians reprefent this paflage as being, agreeably
to 2 Cor. v. 17.—Ephef, ii. 10.~Ifatah, Ixv. 17., an
allegorical reprefentation of that reformation and regu-
lation of the moral world which the Gofpel introduced.

It 1s admitted that there are allegories in the New
Teftament borrowed from the Old. But the allegorical
expofition of Scripture becomes licentious, unlefs thofe
- rules of interpretation which are founded on good {enfe

be obferyed.

No expreflion in this paffage neceflarily fuggefts a
figurative fenfe : Nor is the meaning defetive when the
words are underftood literally : Nor does the Context
dire& to an allegorical expofition.—But the {ignificancy
of the fingle words, the perfpicuity, confiftency, and ele-
gance of the whole, are preferved by a literal interpre-

sation,

.Sd' & ;0!1
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Sedion I11.

HEeBREWS, 1. I—4. An original pre-eminence, an-
tecedent to his exaltatton, which the firft four Verfes
appear to afcribe to the Son of God, is proved in the
following Verfes, by a fucceflion of quotations from the
Jewith Scriptures: And, one of thefe quotations from
the 102d Pfalm, which the train of the Reafoning leads
us to apply to Jefus Chnilt, may be confidered as the
Avpoftle’s interpretation of the phrale, o & ve; aiwves szans,
and as the proof of that affertion.

Sedion IV.

I Jefus Chrift is the Creator of the world, the firft
opinion cannot be true : And, although it appears pre-
fumptuous in us to fay, as has been faid, that the Al.
mighty cannot employ a creature in creating other crea-
tures,, yet, as the principles of found Theifm are fhaken,
by {eparating the Creator of the world from the Supreme
God,—as the Scriptures reprefent Creation as the cha-
ra&teriftical work of the true God, the proof of his
being, and the ground of truft in him, Jer. x. 10.—~
Haiah, x1. 12, 24. xliv. 24.—Job, 38th Chapter.—Ro-
mans, 1. 20.~—~Rev. iv. 11, :—and as the three paffages
which alcribe Creation to Jefus, apply to him alfo ex-
preflions which appear too exalted for a creature, there

feems
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feems to arife from this propofition, that Jefus Chrift
1s the Creator of the world, a {trong prefumption in
favour of the third opinion.

CHAP. V.

Tue fame paffages which afcribe Creation to Jefus,
reprefent him as the Preferver of all: And the Scrip- -
tures intimate, that that ceconomy of Providence which
refpeés the reftoration of the human race; has been in

all ages adminiftercd by him.

Sedion 1.

Avrrovues we read, John 1. 18, that ¢ no man
hath feen God  at any time,” the God of Ifracl, who
is called both Angel and Jehovah, was feen : And we
can trace in the Old Teftament one Perfon who ap-
peared to the Patriarchs, and gave the Law : Genefis,
Chapters 18th and 28th.—Chapter xhii. 15.—Hofea,
xil, 3—Exodus, Chapter 3d.~—Ads, Chapter 7th,—
“Exodus, xx. 2.—Deut. iy. 33.~Ifaiah, Ixiii, g.—Ne-
hemiah,
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hemiah, Chapter gth;

who was worfhipped in
the Temple: Exodus, xxv. 21, 22.—Numbers, x. 35,

36.—2 Chron. Chapter 6th.—~2 Chron, xxx. 7, 8.—
Plalms, 132d, 76th, 68th, 105th, ¢b6th; and
who was announced by the Prophets as the Author of
a new Diipenfation: Zechar. ii. 10, 11..—Hofea, 1 7.
—Micahy vi 2.e-Jeremiah, xxxi. 31.~Malachiy iii. 1.

-Se&on 11,

We colle&t from many incidental expreflions in the
New Teftament, that Jefus Chrilt is the Perfon whom
we have thus traced through the Old Teftament.

1. He is the Author of the New Diipenfation there
announced.

T uc prophecy of Malachi concerning the fore-runner
of the Saviour of Ifrael, 1s applied by Matthew, Mark,
and Luke, to John Baptift ;—the fame application is
made by John, of the prophecy in the 4oth Chapter of
Ifaiah ;-—and by many quotations and allufions that oc-
cur in Matthew, in Luke, in the Epiftle to the Ro-
mans, &c. the long prophecy concerning the Saviour of

Ifrael, Ifaiah, Chapters 7th—r12thy 1s applied to Jefus
Chnift. |

2. HEe was worfhipped in the Temple.
Besipes



46  HEADS OF LECTURES

BesioEs 2 continued analogy between the phrafeolo-
gy in which the Apoltles defcribe the dignity of his
Perfon, and the defcriptions of the glory that flled the
Temple, this is implied in the quotations from the
Pfalms, Ephef. Chapter 4th, and Hebrews, Chapter
1t ; and it is declared by John, xin 41,

3. HE appeared to the Patriarchs, and gave the Law.

By f{uppoling this, we are aflifted in explaining Matt.
XXiil, §7.—John, viil. §6.—1 Peter, 1. x1., and iil. 19,
-20.3 and we find it affirmed, 1 Cor. x. 4, g.—~Hcb.
xii. 25, 26.

Secion I11.

TrosE who hold the firft opinion concerning Jefus
Chrift, cannot admit the propofition ftated in the former

Section.

Besipes their mode of interpreting particular paf-
fages, they fay in general, that an Angel of Jehovah
may mean any fenfible fign of the prefence of the

Deity ;—and that the Law was given by Angels.
Lindfey.

THose who hold the fecond and .third opinions,
agree in anfwering thefe objeCtions : but they differ as
to the amount of the propofition.

It
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It is faid by thofe who hold the fecond, that the
Perfon traced through the Old Teftament, is a Created
Spirit allowed to perfonate the Almighty, Clayton’s

Effay on Spirit.  Ben Mordecas by 7 aylor.

Twis conclufion, which thofe who hold the firft
opinion do not admit to be warranted by the appear-
ances, is combated by thofe who hold the third, upon
three grounds: the uniformity with which the Angel
appears in the Perfon of Jehovah ;—his taking the in-

communicable name Jehovah j—and his claiming wor-
fhip.  Randolph.

'THE propolition connelts, mn the clofelt manner, the

01d and the New Teltament.

CHAP VL

Historicar view of the manner in which the doc-
trine concerning the Perfon of Chrilt was taught during

bis ..

REASONS
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Reasons of the obfcurity with which the dignity of
his Charaéter was at firlt revealed.-—-—Extraord.inary‘cir--
cumftances which attended his Birth.

ImprESSTON which the voice heard at his Baptifm,
Matt. 11, 16, 17., made upon the mind of John the
Baptilt,—and of the Apoftles, Our Lord refers to it,

John, v. 37, 38.

He fpeaks of God as his Father in a peculiar {enfe,
John, xx, 17. Manner in which he ftates the con-
neéion between his Father and him, Matt, xi. 27.—

John, v. 17, 18, 19.—John, x. 30.——Matt. xxii. 41, -
Disrravs of Omnifcience by Jefus—Manner of
performing his Miracles—Claims which {ometimes ac-

companted the action, Mark, i1, 7—12.

Decraration of Thomas, John, xx. 28.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VIL

DIRECT PROOFS OF THE THIRD OPINION CONCERNING
THE PERSON OF CHRIOT,

Sedion 1.

In many places of the New Teftament Jefus is called

God.

Tu1s name is often applied in a figurative or relative
{enfe, to inferior beings, Yet there may be circum-
flances in the manner of applying this name to Jefus,
{uficient to mtimate, that, in its molt exalted and fin&

fenfe, it belongs to him.

Criticar examination of the following applications.
fohn, 1. 1.—Ads, xx. 28.—Romans, 1%, §.—1 Tim.
tit. 10.~~1 John, v. 20. -

Section 11,

Tur cffential Attributes of Deity are afcnibed to

Jclus,
O Ax
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An exiftence that is without beginning or end, Rey.
1. 8 17, and xxii. 13.;—that is not fufceptible of
change, Heb. xiil. 8. ;—that is extended through all
fpace, John, iil. 13.~—Matt. xviii. 20., and XXviil. 20,
Colofl. i. 17. 3—and that is connefted with the conti-
nued exercife of the moft perfect Intelligence, John,
il. 34, 25.—Rev. ii. 23., according to our conceptions
of Deity, feparates Jefus from all creatures.

‘i' .
Sedtion I.U

Worsuip, which 1s reprefented in Scnpture, Ifaiah, . g
«lii. 8.—Matt. iv. 10.—Mark, xii. 29, 30., as belong-
ing exclufively to God, is allo reprefented as due to
Tefus, Heb. 1. 6.—John, v. 23.—Philippians, 1i. 10, :—
and as given to him by Stephen, Ads, vii. 59, 60.; by
the Angels, Rev. v, 13.; and by the Apoftles, in the
prayersand thank{givingsaddrefledto him in the Epiftles,

PAvv, Ephef. v. 19., may be conceived to allude to
the doxologies recorded by the earlieft Chriftian writers:
Fliny mentions carmen Chrifto,

Tre firft Arians were accufed of idolatry, for wor-
fhipping him whom they accounted a creature. The
diftinction between Supreme and Inferior worfhip, by
which the modern Anans, Emlys attempt'“to eX-

culpate themfelyes from this charge; like the,'Raman
Ca:thohc
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Catholic diftinétion between Adkex and f4rew, does not
appear to have any foundation in Scripture. Romans,
i- 25-““"th1- iV- 8-

Socinus faid, that the power given to Jefus after
his Refurrection, entitled hun to.worfhip. The modern
Unitarians, Lindfey, confidering worfhip as due only to
God, attempt to explain, in a confiftency with their
own fyftem; the many paflages of Scripture in which

worfhip appears to be given to Jefus. Cwdworth, Wa-
terland,  Clarke,

CHAP, VIIL

T ne Divine, and the human nature of Chrift, are pre-
{ented together, in {uch paflages as, john 1. 14.—Phil,
L 6, 7, 8.~Keb. 11, 14, 16.

Ix the progrefs of fpeculation, different opinions arofe
concerning a point which the Scriptures do not explain,
the manner 1n which the two natures are united.

Syftems of the Gnoftics. Mofbeim. Cerinthians :
bexle. John bears his teftimony againt the former,
¥ John, il 22.; againft the latter, 1 John, 1v. 2, 3.

K2 Tus
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Tur Apollinartan Syftem, which afcribed to Jefus 2
true body, but not 2 human {oul, was combated in an-
cient times, by an argument drawn from Ads, 1. 31. ;
and was condemned by the Council of Conftantinople,
A. D. 381 : The Neftorian, which was underftood to
teach, that Jefus Chrift and God are two ¢ Perfons,”
idiffolubly united, by the Council of Ephefus, A. D.
431: The Eutychian, which confidered the human na-
ture as abforbed in the Divine, by the Council of Chal.
cedon, Al D.gste Monophyfitess Monethelites,

~

Tur miraculous conception, narrated by Matthew
and Luke, illuftrates Gen. 1. 15.—Luke, ii. 23.—Gul.
w. 4. Horfley 6n Lncarnation.

Tue Hypoltatical Union, bywhich is meant the union
i the fame perfon, of two diftiné& natures, each of which

is entire, appears to be taught by the plain declarations
of Scripture that Jefus is both God and man.

Urox account of this union, there arc many inftances
in Scripture {Jf mﬁ:ans lElNﬁﬂ?Mh’.

Tue ancient divifion of the do&rine concerning the
Son, into fiereyiz and axevpiz, and the modern diftinétion
of things {poken according to the Divine, and accord-
ing to the human nature of Chrilt, may be applied to
explain a great part of the language of the New Tefta-

ment
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rent refpecting his Humiliation. Heb. v. 7, 8:=Mark,

“ii. 32.—Luke v. 52. ;—refpetting s Lxaltation,
John, v. 26§ 7.—~eb. 1. g.—Phil 1. 8, g, 10, ;—
and refpecing the termination of his Dominion, 1 Cor.
XV, 24, 25, 20.

By the Hypoftatical Union, Jefus Chrift is qualificd
to be the Saviour of the world.

CHAP IX.

Or1ciy of opinions concerning the Spirit, to be traced
from the form of Baptifin, Matt. xxviil. 19,

By the teftimony of Chriftian writers, confirmed by
Ads, xix. 2—5., and 1 Cor. 1. 13—15., we know
that this form was obferved in the carlieft times,

Tre pradice of connecting inftrudion with the ad-
miniftration of Baptifm, refts upon Apolftolical authority.
Ags, viil. 35—38.~~Romans, x. 10.—1 Peter, 11, 21.

THr #alisusny, or Competentes, were required to
I3 repeat,
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repeat, before their Baptifm, the Creed of the Church
1 which they were baptifed. -

Uron the authority of the inference drawn from the
form of Baptilm, and of 2 Cor. xui. 14., the Holy

Gholt was worfhipped by the firft Chriftians.

In oppofition to the Syftem of the ancient Gnoltics,
w0 dednowy die 7wy weoPilwv, was added to the third article

of the ancient Creed : And, in oppofition to the Syltem
of Macedonius, the founder of the Mywupglpaye, a fur-
ther addition was, before the end of the fourth Century,
inferted in the Creed, commonly called the Nicene

Creed.

Socinus dented the Perfonality of the Holy Ghoft.
“ The Spirit of God” is often a cireumlocution for
God ;—and often means gifts or powers communicated

to men.

Bur there are places of the New Teltament in which
the Holy Ghoft is unequivocally defcribed as a Perfon.
John, Chapters 14th, 15th, and 16th.—1 Cor. xii.
1—13. j————and if the Holy Gholt be a Perfon, it
follows, from the manner in which he 1s fpoken of, that
he 1s God,

»  CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

OPINIONS CONCERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH THE
SON AND THE SPIRIT ARE UNITED WITH THE FAs
THER,

SeSion I,

Tue Unity of God, a fundamental truth of Natural
Religion,- is declared in the Old Teftament, Deut. vi.
3.; and in the New, Mark, xii. 32.—1 Cor. vii. 6, &c.

YET the Sériptures lead us to confider every one of .
three Perfons as God. Therefore, there muft be a {fenfe,
whether John, x. 30., and 1 John, v. 7., be underftood

in that fenfe or not, in which thefe three Perfons are
one God. |

rpies, 'T'rinitas, was imported, in the fecond Century,
from the Platonic School, to exprefs this Union.

Selfion
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Seétion I1.

Tt three Syftems of Trinity may be named, Sabel.
lian, Arian, and Catholic.

SaseLrians {poke of God as one Perfon. wgmvwpos.
They were called by their.adverfaries, Patropaffians.
Their Syftem preferves the Unity of God ; but cannot
be reconciled with the language and views of Scripture.

Ariaxs faid, that Jefus Chrift is a creature; that he
is called only-begotten, becaufe he was made before
other creatures, to be the inftrument of creating them;
and that he was conltituted God.

Tue Council of Nice, in oppofition to this Syltem,
applied époseics to the Son. Hiftory of this word,

Semi-Arians called the Son suewein:. All who hold

any modification of the Arian Syftem, are known by
their averfion to the word ‘uesews.

Tue Catholic Syftem is e soie xas mpes vaosusess, or

tis Ozos ¢y TEIOY UTOTATET]s

Sedon 117,

Two principles, by which thofe who hold the Ca-
tholic Syftem of the Trinity, endeavour to repel the

charge
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charge of Tritheifm, and to reconcile the Unity of
God with the fubfiftence of three Perfons.

FirsT Principle. The Father 15 wayn @Eﬂﬁfﬂ;---ae;g:-:---
alios. Son and Spirit are el Generation—Procel-
fion, The alel always exifted with the «iles The Son

Was reyos widins wilpes.  Asyes edialivos: Aoyes woopesincs.

GexEraTION Of the Son properly means the com-
munication of the Divine Lffence from the Father
to him : poveyesns wupe Hrﬂea;: Qics ¢ Qe8s 1t 1 apphed
figuratively by ancient writers, to denote not the begin-
ning of his exiftence, but wgesrevas, frgﬂﬁiﬁly; his coming
forth to create : mgalffoxos waens 2oz, It is applied alfo
to hus Incarnation, Luke,-i. 35, The two laft applica-
tions of this phrafe were parts of the omonopue: suyndle-
fazes, implying that {fubordination of the Son which
refults from the Father’s being the fountain of Deity.
Horfley. Meaning of avrefic;.

SririT, who proceedeth from the TFather, is fubor-
dinate to the Tather. He is alfo reprefented as fubor-
dinate to the Son. Hence believed by the Latin Church
to proceed from the Son alfo. Filiogue.

Stcownp Principle. The three Perfons are infeparably
joined. Intertor Generation. sumsgixweness. John, xiv. 10,

REsEmBLANCE between the Scheme of the Trinity,
held by the Chriftians of the Platonic Schocl, and the
Catholic Syftem,  Hor/ley. |

Seflion
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Sedion IV,

Dr. Cr4arkE’s Scripture Dollrine q)f the Trfﬂf!y. Re.
view of his Syitem.

View of the amount of our knowledge upon the fub-
ject of the Trimty. Stilling fleet’s Works, Vol. i, p. 352.

Men of fpeculation ought to exercife mutual forbear-
ance : and the minds of the people fhould not be dif-

turbed, by prefenting to them different theories of the
Trinity. ‘

LIST OF BOOKS UPON THE TRINITY.,

Bisnor Bvrr ; the ablelt defender of the Catholic
Syltem. Cudworth, tranflated by Mofbeim.  Pearfon

on the Creed. Mofheim—De rebus Chrifianorum ; and
his Church Hiflory.

Crarke. Clayton’s Effay on Spirits Ben Mordecas by
Taylor. Emlyn. Hiftory of Ariani{m in Fortin’s Works,

Waterzanp. Randolph’s Vindication of the Trinity.
Burgh. Gibbon. |

L.4rDNER, Pricfiley, Lindfey, and the other Socinians
of the prefent day, have found a3 formidable antagonift

1 Bj/bop Hw;ﬂey, who, 1 his Volume of Tradis upon
this Controverly, appears far fuperior to them, both in
learning and in argument,

HEADS
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DIVINITY.

BOOK 1V,

OPINIONS CONCERNING THE NATURE, THE EXTENT,

=

AND THE APPLICATION OF THE REMEDY BROUGHT
BY THE GOSPEL.

l

CHAP. L

©OPINIONS CONCERNING THE REMEDY LEAD BACK TO
OPINIONS CONCERNING THE DISEASE.

Sedion 1,

Avtroucn feveral parts of the third Chapter of
Genelis, which gives an account of the introduction of

fin,
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fin, cannot be interpreted literally,- the whole canhot be
regarded as an allegory : for it is part of a continued
' hiftory ; and ‘there are references to it in the New Tel-
tament, as 2 Cor. xit. 3.—1 Tim, 1. 13, 14, I§.

Ir we regard it as the hiftory of a real tranfaction,
related after the fymbolical manner, we learn from 1t
many important fa@ts: and the middle interpretation
which we are thus able to give, 15 warranted by the
laws of found Criticifm ;—has been proved, Sherlock
on Prophecy, to be agrecable to the fenfe of the ancient
Jewith Church ;—and is fupported by allufions that per-
vade the New Tleftament, Romans, Chap. sth.—John,
vill. 44.1 John, nl. 8.—Romans, xvi. 20.—Rer.
" Chapters 12th, 20th, and 21ft.

Se&ion 11,

Orivions with regard to the effeéts which the Fall
of Adam produced upon his Poftetity, may be reduced

to four Syttems.

1. Orinton of Pelagius, adopted by Socinus, that
the powers of human nature are not impaired, nor the
circumftances of the human race injured, by the {in of

Adam.

2. OriniON of Arminius, defended by Whitby, d2
tputatione peccati Adami, that death is an evil brought
upon
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upon the pofterity of Adam by his fault; and that the
change upon the condition of the human race, from a
life preferved without end to mortality, is unfavourable
to their moral charater.

3. Or1n10N, that human nature is corrupt. Edwards
on Original Sin.

From the fa&, that mankind, in all fituations, and
with every meafure of advantage, have been finners,
there is inferred a natural propenfity to fin; and this
inference is fupported by Scripture. Ecclef, vii, 2g.—
Genefis, i. 27, 1., and vii, 21.~~Pfalms, L. 5.; and
- Ivi. 3—Job, xiv. 4., and xv. 14.—]John, iii, Grem
Romans, vii. 18.-—Gal. v. 19,

TH1s corruption is underftood to be a defe& or per-
verfion of the original qualities of human nature s and is

called fpiritual death : But man does not ceafe to be a
Moral Agent.

QuesTIoNs concerning the tranfmiflion of this cor-
ruption.

4. Orinion, that the fin of Adam is imputed to his
Poftenty.

ThHE third and fourth opinions taken topether, or
what have been called the mediate and immediate im-

13 putation
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putation of the fin of Adam, form the Calviniftic view
of the efte&ts of it. °

It is unqueftionable, that both the blefling and the
penalty pronounced upon Adam, extend to his pofterity.
From this fact, taken in conjun&ion with the reafoning
of the: Apoftle, Romans, v. 12—19., has arifen the
notion of a Covenant made with Adam, in which he
ated as a federal head, the Reprefentative of the hu-
man race.—We ought to beware of puthing the analogy
too far.

DisricurTiEs attend the fuppofition of an univerfal
Conflitution for the human race, by which the fin of
their firlt Parent extends to all his offspring, But diffi-
culties nearly the fame recur, in whatever manner we
attempt to account for the origin of evil: And the
Gofpel, without profeffing to explain thofe difficulties,
refts the revelation of a Remedy upon this undeniable
propofition, that ¢ all have finned.”

CHAP. IL

"T'uz various fe&s of Chriftians, admitting the funda-
smental propofition, that ¢ all have finned,” agree in con-
fidering

F

-
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fidering the Gofpel as a Remedy for the prefent fate
of moral evil: But they differ in opinion as to the Na-
ture of the Remedy ; and their opinions on this fubjet
are reducible to three Syftems, which we diltinguith by
the names of the Soctnian,the Middle,and the Catholic, -

Sechion 1. \
SociniAxN Syftem méy be learnt from Pricfiley.

Forciveness is freely difpenfed to thofe who repent,

by the eflential goodnefs of God, without regard to the
fufferings or merit of any other Being.

JEsus is the Meflenger of the Divine grace, who
declares that God is merciful ;—the Inftru&or of the
world, whofe death, although merely a natural event,
was his teftimony to all that he had faid ;—afforded a
bright example of every virtue ;—and paved thé way
for his Refurrefion, which confirmed the truth of the

oreat promife of Immortality, by exhibiting to Chrifti-
- ans a dead man reftored to life.

Tue Golpel 1s underftood to fave from fin, becaule
it i3 the molt effe@ual leflon of righteondnefs.

Tuis fimpleft Syftem concerning the Remedy, can-
xot be received by thofe who believe in the pre-exiftence
F2 of



64 HEADS OF LECTURES

" of Jefus ;—who have a ftrong apprehenfion of the evil
of fin ;—and who form their opinion of the Remedy
from the language of Scripture :=———And it does not
. account for the powers faid to be given to Jefus after
his Refurrecion, -

Section 11, -

MiopLe Syftem may be learnt from Balguy's Effay
on Redemption, Ben Mordecads Apology ; and Price.

ArtroucH God is merciful, a diftin&tion ought to
be made between the Innocent and the Penitent. Jefus,
by the merit of his fufferings, acquired a reward not
merely perfonal, but the right of faving men from their
fins, and of giving them immortality. John, xvil, 2.—
Heb. 1. 9, 10—Ads, v. 31;

Tuis Syftem preferves the contraft marked, Romans,
Y. 19., between the firft and the fecond Adam j—ex-
hibits an luftrious reward of tranfcendent virtue j—
and checks prefumption, becaufe penitents receive no-
thing upon their own account, the falvation of the hu.
man race being pramial to the Redeemer.

Bur this Syltem involves the Arian opinion concern-
ing the Perfon of Jefus Chrift : And, although beautiful

and
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2

and pleafing, yet, like many other theories, it proceeds
upon a partial view of fadts.

N eﬁfon I I ]:-

Carnovric Syltem, fo called becaufe it has been

generally held in the Chnfhian world, enters into the
Creed of both the eftablifhed Churches of Britain; and .

1s thus exprefled in our Confeflion. ¢ The Lord Jefus,
“ by his perfect obedience and Sacrifice of himfelf, which
“ hey through the Eternal Spirit, -once offered up unto
¢ God, hath fully fatisfied the Juftice of his Tather ;
“ and purchafed not only reconciliatton, but an ever-
 Jafting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven”’~———.,

AccorpiNG to this Syftem, the Remedy brought by
the Gofpel, is, Pardon, and Eternal life ;‘ or 4 com-
plete redemption from the evils of fin, obtained and
conferred through the Mediation of a Perfon, who,
having offered himielf a Sacrifice for fin, is now fet
down at the right hand of God.

CHAP. IIL

T ux diftinguifhing feature of the Catholic Syftem con-
cerning the Nature of the Remedy, being known by the
I3 name
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name of the Doérine of the Atonement, or the Satis
faction of Chrift, it is incumbent on thofe who hold
that Syftem, to fhow that the Doélrine of the Atone-
ment is not irrational or unjuft;—and that it is the
doétrine of Scripture. |

Section 1.

Tre Almighty is to be confidered as a Lawpives
who exercifes 2 Moral Government ; obedience to the
laws of which conftitutes the happinels of his reafon-
able creatures. Sin is the tranfgreflion of law : Guilt,
the defert of fuffering : Punifhment, the fuffering in
confequence of this defert.

SatisracTioN 1s that method of fulfilling an obli-
gation which may either be admutted or refufed. It
cannot procure the pardon of fin without the good-will
of the Lawgiver.

SaTisracTioN by vicarious punithment is not prac-
tifed in human judgments, becaufe the knowledge of
the lawgiver or judge is imperfe& ;=—and becaufe no
man has power over his own life,.

Bur, in the Subftitution of Chrift, there was a con-

currence of the acceptance of the Lawgiver,. and the
confent of the Subflitute,

. By
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By this Subftitution, the authority of the Divine
Government 1s vindicated,—and the moft tender com-
paffion to mankind difplayed.

Gratius. Stillingfleet. Clarke. Tombins, Elliot.

Sedion 11,

Trom Heathen facnifices, whatever was the origin
of them, we gather, that the people underftood there
was in fome facrifices a Subftitution of the Victim for
the Offerer 3—and that words expreflive of this familiar
idea occur in ancient languages, ayes: ayiala. xafuges

iavw, pio. luflro. placo,

Sedion 1/1..

In the Jewith Ceremonial, which being of Divine
inftitution, cannot contain any pradtice inconfiftent with
reafon or juftice, there were fin-offerings which implied
a Subftitution: Lev. 4th, 5th, and 6th Chapters: And

there was a day of atonement, Lev. xvii 10, 11I.

Tue efficacy of this Subflitution extended to légal
uncleamnefs j—to fins of ignorance 3—and to fins which
admitted of full reftitution ;~not to preflumptuous fins.

'SiN~
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SIN-OFFERINGS, in the Jewifh Ceremonial, were not
merely emblematical of holinefs,—nor merely memorials
of the Divine placability,~but were parts of a Contti.
{tution, which admitted in certain cafes, of a relaxation
of the threatened punifhment, upon the fubftitution of
the life of an appointed vitim. Law.

Sedion 1V,

- Whaen we attend to the intimate connedion between
the Mofaic and the Chriftian Difpenfations, and when
we aflign their proper place to the three great divifions
of the Mofaic Difpenfation, the Moral, the Political, .
and the Ceremonial law, we are led to expe&, that the
Ceremonial law was intended by God to be a figure
and reprefentation of that Religion, at whofe coming it
was to ceale.  Warburton.

Or this emblematical character of the Ceremonial
law, the Prophets gave various intimations : It is im-
plied in many paffages of the New Teftament: John, i.
29.—Luke, xxil. 1§, 20., and xxiv. 44.~—John, xix. 3¢,
36.—1 Cor. v. 7.~Ephefl. v. 2.—Colofl.. ii. 17, ;—
and it is unfolded in the Epiftle to the Hebrews.—Oc-

cafion of writing that Epiftle.—General plan of the firf}
ten Chapters.

AmMouNT of that conclufive argument in favour of
the
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the Catholic Syftem concerning the Nature of the
Remedy, which arifes from the Apoltle’s reprefenting

the facrifices of the law as figures, {hadows, types, of
the Sacrifice on the Crofs.

Axnavrysis of Hebrews, viil. §. ;—of part of the gth
Chapter ;—of part of the 10th;—and of part of the 1 ath,

Socinians fay, that the whole reafoning and lan-
guage of the Apoftle, is mérely an allufion to Jewifh
cuftoms ;——and that the Priclthood of Chrift com-

menced when he entered into heaven. JMacknight on
the Hebreavs.

Seqion V.

Tue dire® fupport which the Doétrine of Atone.
ment derives from the general language of Scripture, is
found in a complex view of the value annexed to the
fufferings of Chnift ;—of the charader uniformly given
of them ;——and of the effe&s afcribed to them.

1. THE value of the fufferings of Chrift arifes from
the feventy of them, taken in conjunétion with the in-
nocence and dignity of the Sufferer. His agony. Ifaiah,
lit. 10.~—Mark, Xiv. 33y 34—Luke, XXil, 41-=gg.—
John, xii, 27.—Hebrews, v. 7. Atteflations of his
innocence. Hypoftatical Union,

2, His
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2. Hus fufferings are uniformly reprefented under the
charadter of a punithment of fin,—by the ufe of the
prepofitions émg- 1 Cor. xv. 3.—2 Cor. v. I5.  due
'Rﬂ_r_nans, iv. 25. 3 g Romans, vill, 3.—1 Peter, 1ii.
18. 3 « Matt, xx. 28.—1 Tim. i1 6.: which is the
natural method of intimating a Subflitution ;——and
by expreflions which directly apply this character, Iai-
ah, liti, ¢, 6, 12.—1 Peter, ii. 24.—Heb. vii. 27., and
iX, 28.—2 Cor. v. 21.—Gal. iii. 13. .

3. THE effe@s afcribed to the death- of Chrift, are,

1. RECONCILIATION, or the equivalent terms, Propi-
tiation,—Atonement,—Making peace. xaleAdzsrn. iraexa. -

Col. 1. 20.~—1 John, 1. 2.—Rom. v. 11..—Heb. ii, 17.
* Thefe expreffions imply that wrath of God againft fin-
pers,” or punitive juftice, which is often intimated in
Scripture, Jude, 7th Chapter.—John, iii, 36.—Ro-
mans, i 18.~—Heb. x. 30.—2 Thefl. i. §—Heb. ii.
102 Cor. v. 18.

1. Repemrerion.. Ephell 1. 7. adpww: amiriliuss
aoov. Matt, xx. 28.—1 Cor, vi. 20.—1 Peter, 1. 18.,
compared with Exod, xxx. 16.~—~Numbers, 3d Chap.

ut -Forgiveness of fins. Ads, xiil. 38.—Ephef.
‘ il 7*"""Matt! XXVi- 28- ﬂﬁﬁlﬂf: ﬁ@‘ﬂ‘uh

1v. JUSTIFICATION.
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1v. JusTiFicATioN. Romans, v. 9. Meaning of
this term ilultrated by an Analyfis of Romans, iii
59—31- ”

¥

CHAP IV.

Erervar life being the termination of the Remedy,
- the Catholic Syftem connes the hope of it with all the
previous fteps ; and thus exhibits a completenefs and

confiftency 1n its account of the Nature of the Remedy,
which are not found in cither of the other Syftems, or

in the fanciful theory publithed in the gth Book of
Warburion's Divine Legation of Mofes. -

It lays the foundation of this hope in Reconciliation.
Romans, v. 1, 2. Death intervenes by a judicial fen.

tence, from which the interpofition of Chrift Procures
all achitt&l- 2- Til’ll. i- IO-_Heb- iil I4-i

Tur Adive and Paflive Obedience of Chrift, which
are not diftinguithed in Scripture, Romans? V. 1Q~—
Heb. ix. 12, 15.—~1 Thefl. v. 9, 10., conflitute, toge-
ther, what arc called his Merits, the  dxawpe, Romans,
¥. 18., which is counted to us. Gal. iv. 4, s.

Tae
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_* Tuz Gofpel, by delivening men from fpiritual death,

qualifies them for Eternal life. Hence the propriety of
applying Salvation, kHeb. v. 9., and Redemption, Heb.
iX. 12., to denote Lternal life. Rev. xxit. 2, 3.~Rom.
V. 21,

. THE right to the tree of life, acquired for us by the
death of Chrift, is’confirmed by his life. Rom. v. 10.
Security which our hopes derive from his Refurrection,
Romans, iv. 25.—1 Peter, i. 3. ;——his power to give
life ;=—nhis relation to us ;——his interceflion, Heb.
vil. 2§, ;=—his {ending the Spirit as the Earneff of the
inheritance, Ephef. 1. 14., to form that life, which is
heaven begun in the foul, Colofl, iii. 3, 4. j=~—=and his
being appointed Judge of all.

THris Chapter unfolds the full amount of the expref-
fions ufed, John, vi. 68— John, v. 11.,~and the
fignificancy of wseils, the Mediator, Heb. ix. 1 5

1 Tim. i, 6.—Heb. wu. 22,

Accorpixg to the account of the Nature of the
Remedy given in the Catholic Syftem, the Gofpel is
admirably fitted to remove the fears, and to revive the
hopes of the Contrite.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

i

INTRODUCTION TO OPINJONS CONCERNING THE EX-~
TENT OF THE REMEDY,

Secion 1.

Ix one preliminary point all Chriftians agree, that
the Gofpel, according to the promife given to Adam
and Abraham, was not intended for fome quarters of
the Globe to the exclufion of others.

Tue Law of Mofes was a local Difpenfation, inter-
vening between the promife of an univerfal Religion,

for which 1t prepared the world, and the fulfilment.
Leland, Shaw. Fortin. Clarke.

In condefcenfion to the prejudices of the Jews, who
did not underftand the ultimate purpofe of the Difpen-
fation under which they lived, the true chara&er of the
Gofpel was gradually opened by incidental expreflions,
Matt. viil, 11.—John, x, 16., and xii. 32, ;—by para-
bles, Matt. Chapters 2oth, 21ft, and 22d ;—by aéion,
John, it 13., and Mark, xi1. 15,  Hurd,

G Tur
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- 'THE unlimited extent of the Apoftolical Commiflion

was explamed to Paul by Revelation; to the other
Apoftles, A&s, 1oth and 11th Chapters.

- AssooN as this enlarged 1dea took poffeflion of their
minds, it became the great fubje&t of their difcourfes
and their writings. Rom. 1. 10.

Section 1L

From the terms in which the Gofpel is offered, there
feems to arife another preliminary point in which all
Chriftians may be expected to agree, that it brings a Re-
medy only to thofe who repent and believe.

BuT, as very different opinions are entertained with
regard to the nature of Repentance and Faith, fo the
Socinians are led, by the general principles of their
oyltem, to fuppofe, that thofe who have not repented
and believed upon earth, may be reformed by fufferings

after death.

Orinion concerning the final reformation of the
wicked, may be traced back to Origen ;—was revived by
fome Socinian writers: Le Plan de Dieu, par Petit
pierre ; and has been embraced by fome who hold the
Doctrine of Atonement, as magnifying the effe& of the

interpofition
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interpofition of Chnft. He 15 wsyarn; Bersns ayyeho;, 1.
ah, ix. 6. ;—the Agent employed in extirpating moral
evil from the Creation ;=~~the Author of the reftitution
of all things.

Sucn fpeculations, however pleafing and plaufible,
extend far beyond the limits of our facultics j—relt up-
on conjeture, not upon reafoning ;—are not an eflential
part of Theology j—are not the characteriftical tenets
of any great body of Chriftians.

CHAP. VL

The Queltion concerning Univerfal and Particular Re-
demption, does not imply any difference of opinion as
to the fufhiciency of the death of Chrift, or the number-
and charadter of thofe who fhall finally be faved, but
refpects merely the deftination of the death of Chrift.

Tuose who hold that this event was, in the purpoﬂ:
of the Father, and the will of the Son, intended equally
for the benefit of all, and that it hath put all men into
a condition in which they may be faved, argue with
much plaufibility from the charader of the Father of

G2 all ;
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all ;—from the general ftrain of Scripture j—and from
{uch Texts as John, 1. 29., and 1il, 16,~~1 Tim. 1. 4.,

viil. 11.~—Romans, xiv. 15.—2 Peter, 11, 1. Barrow,
[Vutby.

T'nose who hold that the deftination of the death of
Chnift refpected only fuch as fhall finally be faved by
Jiim, argue from fuch paffages as John, x. 11., and Xv.
12, 13, 14~Ephef. v. 25,

‘THEY explain many of the Texts urged in favour of

Univerfal Redemption, by obferving, that the perfons

faved by Chrift are found in all parts of the world,
1 John, it 2.;—and that the Gofpel imparts many

blefings even to thofe who are not faved. Heb. vi.
41 Tim. 1v. 10,

Trey contend, that a limitation of the meaning of
thofe Texts which fecem to favour Univerfal Redemp-
tion, is required by the {tate of the ancient Heathen
world, and of many nations in modern times : and alfo
by the event m Chriftian countries.

Tuzv reft, therefore, in a deltination to fave +thﬁfe
who fhall be faved, as more worthy of the Soverergnty

of God; and as taught by our Lord. John, vi. 37,

385 39.
CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIL

DITEERENT SYSTEMS OF PREDESTINATION ARISE

FROM DIFFERLENT CONCEPTIONS GF THE DIVINE
FOREKNOWLEDGE.

Sedion 1.

Socivus held, that contingent events, fuch as the
determinations of free-agents, not being certainly future,,

are incapable of being the fubjeéts of infallible foreknow-

ledge.

THis opinicn, according to which there cannot be a
Predeftination of Individuals, degrades the Supreme

Being, faps the foundatrons of Religion, and contra-
difts Scripture.

S0 ME later Socinians have. attempted to account for
the predictions of Scripture, by faying, that God may
forefee future events when he pleafes, by making a par-
ticular Ordination concernir g them, |

Tue Materiahim of Dr.. Prieflley takes away the
diftintion between contingent and neceflary events.

G 3 | Sedion |
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Settion 11,

Armivius inferred from the prediftions of Scripture,
that, by the fuper-eminent excellence of the Divine Na-
ture, the moft contingent future events, in a manner
which tannot be explained, are foreknown by God:
And he did not confider the certamty of a future event
as inconfiftent with its contingency.

He built his Syftem of Predeftination upon the Di-
vine Prefcience, thus underftood. God forefeeing the
faith and good works of fome, determined from all
Eternty, to give them, upon account of Chrift, cternal
life : Forefeeing the unbelief and impenitence of others,
he determined from all Eternity, to leave them fubje&
t0 condemnation.

Arminivus diftinguithed between the Antecedent and
the Confequent will of God: a will antecedent to the
confideration of the condu& of individuals to fave all

men: a will, confequent, upon the confideration of their

condutt to fave fome, and to condemn others. Whiby
upon the Iive Arminian Poinis. .

Section 111,

T rE chara&eriftical feature in the Calviniftic Syltem,

is the entire dependence of the creature on the Creator,
whole
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whofe will is confidered as the caufe of every thing that
now exifls, or that is to be.

ScienTia fimplicis intelligentie, called naturalis et
indefinita, or the reprefentation in the Divine under-
{tanding of all things poflible ;—and Scientia vifionis,
called libera et definita, or the knowledge which God
from Eternity had of all that he was to produce, are
. confidered as comprehending all that can be known.

"T'ue condition of the human race entered into that
one Decree, which, embracing at once the end and the

means, ordained from Eternity, with perfe&t wifdom,
all that was to be.

Hexce difputes about the order of the Divine De-

crees, and the controverfy between the Supra-lapfarians
and the Sub-lapfarians, are infignificant.

~ Frowm this view of the Divine foreknowledge refults
_the Calviniftic do&rine of Predeftination, which is un-
folded in the 3d Chapter of the Confeflion of Faith of

the Church of Scotland, and mn the 17th Article of the
Church of England.

Tur Calvinifts confider the Decree of Lle&ion, by
which God chofe out of the whole body of mankind

certain perfons, who are called the Ele&, to whom in
| due
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due feafon are effeCtually applied the means of their
being delivered from corruption, as Abfolute, or arifing
entirely from the good pleafure of God.

UnperstanpiNG by the Covenant of Redemption
the appointment of the Father, by which the Son was
conftituted Mediator, they confider the Merits of Chrift
not ag the caufe of the Decree of Elettion, but as a part
of that Decree,

THEy confider the Decree of Reprobation, including
two Ads, Preterition, and Cendemnation, as alfo Abs
{olute,

THEv conceive the Extent of the Remedy offered
in the Gofpel, to have been detcrmined beforchand by
the Divine Decree. |

o Sedion IV,

Accorping to the Socinian Syltem of the Divine:
foreknowledge, Eleio et Reprobatio in- genere certa :
1n individuo mutabilis.

Bur the Arminians and Calvinifts, agreeing in this
fundamental principle, that contingent events are fore.
feen by God, have framed two Syftems of Predeftina-
nation, which admit of being compared, |

Tue
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Tuse Arminians afcribe to the Deity, a forcknow-
ledge of events that are to happen upon certain condi-
tions, to which they give a name, invented by Molina,
Scientia media ; meaning, thdt it lies in the middle,
between Scientia {implicis intclligentiz, and Scientia
vifionis : and they confider it as the ground of the De-
cree refpedting the everlafting condition of thofe whofe

conduét 1s forefeen.

REAsoNING, by which the Calvinifts thow that this
new term cannot denote any kind of knowledge which
is not comprehended under the two former terms: every
thing that is to exift, deriving its futurition from the
Decree of God, and being forefeen becaufe it is decreed.

Carvivistic expofition of 1 Sam. XXiit. 10—1I4u
and Matt. xi. 21.

In the Arminian Syftem, impetratio falutis may be
of much wider extent than applicatio falutis: In the
Calviniftic, the extent of the two 15 cqual,

CHAP.
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\

CHAP. VIIL

OPINIONS CONCERNING THE APPLICATION OF 'TH2
RIMEDY.

By the Application of the Remedy, is meant the pro-
duction of that charatter which is required in thofe that
partake of all the bleflings of the Goipel. | |

Socinians, adopting the principles of Pelagius, cone
fider the production of this charater'as wholly the work
of man. A Deo habemus quod homines ; a nobis ipfis
.quod juft fumus.

Arminians and Calvimfts agree, that man in his
fallen ftate, cannot, by the mere exercife of his own
powers, attain this character ; and that the influence of

the Spirit of God, called Grace, is poffible and necef-
fary: They differ as to the nature and eflicacy of Grace.

Arminians fpeak of common, preventing, exciting
Grace, of which all men partake ; and by the right im-
provement of which, fome become worthy of receiving

fubfequent



fubfequent and co-operating Grace: They fay that
Grace is effetual or ineffectual, according-to the recep.
tion it meets with ; and that it is refiftible : They call
it lenis fuafio ; moral {uafion.

Cavvinists confider the Grace connefted with fal-
vation, as confined to thofe whom God hath chofen;
asa fupernatural influence exerted by the Creator upon
the fyculties of the human mind, which deriving its ef-
ficacy from the power of God fulfilling his purpofe,
never can fail of its effeé; and which produces, in a
manner that they do not pretend to explain, John, iii. 8.,

but ordinarily with the uwle of means, and always in a
confiftency with the reafonable nature of man, that
change which 1s the work of the Spirit.

Tuis Grace does not preferve any man in this ftate

from every kind of fin: But thofe to whom it 1s given,
cannot fall from it either finally or totally,

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX.

| COMPARISON OF THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH ADHERE
TO THE ARMINIAN AND CALVINISTIC SYSTEMS
CONCERNING THE EXTENT AND APPLICATION OF
THE REMEDY,

Sechion 1.

Tue Arminian Syftem, which appears upon a ge.
neral view moft fatisfying to a pious and benevolent
mind, is found upon examination, to labour under
three difficulties.

1. Tre fuppofition of an adminiftration of the Means
of grace fufficient to bring all men to falvation, upon
which this Syftem proceeds, appears to be contradited

by fact.

2. THis Syltem, while in words it afcribes all to the
orace of God, does, in effe&, refolve our falvation into
fomething independent of that Grace. ‘

3. Tuar failure in the purpofe of the Almighty,
which this Syftem feems to imply, is not eafily recon-

ciled with our notions of his Sovereignty.
OPECIMEN
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SeeciMeN of attempts to folve thefe difficulties, in
7hithy, and in Clarke’s Sermon on the Grace of God.,

Sedon 11,

Tue objections to the Calviniftic Syftem, however

much multiplied in words and in divifions, may be re-
duced to two,

1. It 15 conceived to be mconfiftent with the nature
%
of man as a free Moral Agent.

2. It is conceived to reprefent the Almighty in a

hght inconfiftent with lus Moral Attributes ; as partlal,
unjuft, infincere,

Answers to thefe objections in the two following
Oections.

Setion L11.

THE objection to the Calviniftic Syftem, as inconfift-
ent with the nature of a free Moral Agent, proceeds
upon that definition of liberty, illuftrated by Reid, Whit-
by, Kzng, Clarke ; according to which, it is called liber-
ty of indifference ; the felf-determining power: The

objeétion vanithes, when we adopt the definition illuf-
H trated
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trated by Rocke and Edward; the power of a&ling ac-
cording to choice.

Tue determinations of Mind, are the exertion “of
thofe innate powers of action by which Mind is dil-
tinguithed from matter : But of every particular deter-
mination there muft be a caufe.

ErricienT caufes produce changes in the Natural
world: Motives, or moral inducements, are final caufes,
in reference to which Mind puts forth its powers. The
plan of Providence embraces both efficient and final

caules.

Morives do not always operate according to therr

- apparent ftrength. The uncertainty in the operation of

motives, #arifes from the defeds of the underftanding,
and the diforders of the heart, This uncertainty is re-
moved by applying an effeGtual remedy to the corruption
from which it proceeds.

Hexnce, the Calvinifts not refling in what is called
aratia congrua, or grace exercifed in congruity to the
difpofition of him who 1s the {ubject of it, place the ef-
ficacy of Divine grace in the renovation of the mind,
conjoined with the exhibition of fuch moral inducements
as are fitted to call forth the exertions of a mind acting
according to reafon.

By
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By this efficacy, the Almighty infallibly direéts the

conduét of the Ele@ ;—~—and they attain the liberty of a
Moral Agent.

'

Section 17.

Tre Almighty diftributes his favours acc::rl"cling Lo
his pleafure: And the grace by which any are faved
proceeds from compaflion, an exercife of goodnefs to
which none can claimm a right.

The Decree of Reprobation does not exert any in-
fluence upon the minds of men, leading them to fin:
The neceflity of finning is not phyfical, which frees

from all blame ; but moral, which implies the higheft
degree of blame.

Ir we afk why God gave only to fome that grace,
which although not bound to give to any, he might
have given to all, we recur to the ancient queftion con-
cerning the origin of evil. View of the attempts that.
have been made to {olve this problem : Opinions con-

cerning a {tate of pre-exiftence ; concerning a good and
evil principle.

In oppofition to the, Manichean Syftem, we leara
from Reafon and Scripture, that the controul and fuper-

H2 istendence



88 HEADS OF LECTURES

intendence of the Supreme Mind, from whom every part
of the Creation derived its being, extends throughout
the Univerle ; and, although we cannot explain Low
evil 1s {ubfervient to good in the general Syftem, we
infer from the exiftence of the world, that 1t was not
unworthy of God to produce a world fuch as this,
Butler’s Analogy.

Tu1s philofophical anfwer to the queftion concerning
the origin of evil, is the anfwer to the {fecond objection

againt the Calviniftic Syltem,

Arminiaxns are obliged to have recourfe to the fame
anfwer ; for the ultima ratio of the inequality in the

difpenfation of the gifts, both of nature and grace, 1s
the good pleafure of God.

Meaning of the Calviniftic expreflion, that the end
of the whole Syftem 1s the glory of God. |

Morav ‘evil is the objec of the Divine abhorrence.
The evil that is in the Univerfe is permitted to exiit,

upon account of its connection with the good which he
choofes,

CHAP.
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CHAP. X

GENERAL VIEW OF THE SUPPORT WHICH SCRIPTURE
GIVES TO THE CALVINISTIC SYSTEM.

S fﬂfou f.

Arv the attions of men, even thofe which Scripture
holds forth as wicked and punifhable, are reprefented as
being comprehended in the great plan of Divine Provi-
dence. Such general exprefhions, as Plalms, Ixxvi. 10.—
Prov. xvi. 4.—Ifaiah, xlv. 7.—Lament. 1. 37, 38,
are illuftrated by many particular hiftories, as Genefs,
}, 20.—Exodus, x. 1, 2.—Jerem. xxvil, g§.—Matt.
xvi. 21.—~Agds, iit. 18, and 1v. 27.

Seflion IT.

Tue Predeftination of which Scripture fpeaks, is af
cribed to the good pleafure of God.

Two different Syftems, with regard to the interpre-
H 3 tatlon
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tation of the Scripture words, meeaidw, weoficis, exdoyz,

#HAEE 0t

AcCcOrDING to one Syftem, they refer to a purpofe of
placing all nations in the fame favourable circumftances
with regard to Rehgion, which began to be executed
by the preaching of the Gofpel ; and the progrefs in the
execution of which, depends upon the good pleﬁfure

of God, Matt. xi. 25, 26.  Taylor of Norwich.

AccorpiNG to another Syftem, fuch expreflions as
occur, Ephef. i. 3—11., are underfltood not mereiy to
refpect the calling large Societies to the knowledpe of
the Gofpel, but to imply the ele@ion of individuals.

Tue Reafons of this Syftem are drawn partly from
the gth and 10th Chapters of the Epiftle to the Ro-
mans,—and partly from fuch paffages as the following,
which appear to declare the election of individuals,
without regard to the nations to which they belong.
Matt. xxiv. 22.—John, vi. g.—A&s, xiil. 48.—Roy
mans, vil. 28—33.

Section I11.

ThE various defcriptions of that change of chara&er
~ by which men are prepared.for eternal life, feem intend-

ed to magnify the power, and to declare the efficacy of
that
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that grace by which it is produced. 1 Cor. i1 14—
John, vi. 45.—Ephef. 1. 1., and iv. 18, 19.—Ezek,
xxxvi. 26.—John, 1. §.—2 Cor. v. 17.—Ephef. 1.
19, and 1, 10.—Yhil. 1. 13.

Section 1V

T'ue commands, the counfels, and the exhortations of
Scripture, are not rendered unncceflary with regard to
the Ele&, by the eficacy of Divine grace.—~They are
addreffed indifferently to all—They may be of real be-
nefit to many who are not ele@Ged—They declare what
is the duty of all, and what moral inability does not
cxcufe men from performing.

DisTincTioN between the Secret and the Revealed
will of God.

Tue difficulty of reconciling the earneftnefs of the
expoftulations of Scripture, with the infallible execution
of the Decree that only fome fhall be faved, belongs to
the Arminian no lefs thap to the Calviniftic Syftem, and
can be removed only by abridging, with the Socinians,
the Diyine foreknowledge.

CHAP.

\
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CHAP. XL

HISTORY OF CALVINISM.

From the do@rine which Origen had oppoled to Ma-
nichean errors, Pelagius, a native of Britain, in the fifth
Century, drew the fundamental pofition of his Syftems

Aveustine, who had himfelf written againft the Ma-
nicheans, but who confidered Pelagius as having de-
parted far from the truth, lays down in his works a Syf-
tem, nearly the fame in fubltance with the Calviniftic,

which was generally received in the Latin Church.

From his days there have been known in the Chrif-
tian Church two oppofite Syltems of Predeftination,
each of which has had numerous defenders.

Cassran and Fanflus, authors of Semi-Pelagianifin.
Godefchaleus in the ninth Century., Thomas Agquinas,
and Foannes Scotus, the Fathers of School Divinity,
oppofed to one another in the thirteenth and fovrteenth
Century.

Tue
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Tre Council of Trent did not put an end to this
Controverfy : The Jefuits, from the iaftitution of their
order, oppoled the Donunicans, who held the do&rine

of Augufline.

Swvce the Reformation, the following names may
ferve to mark the hiftory of this Controverfy.

Lotaers Melandhon: Calwin, the ablelt defender of
the Syltc.n of Auguftine, who died in 1564,

LuTtacray and Reformed Churches: Foba Knox »-
Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of Eusland : Armi-
nius, who died 1n 1609: Remonflrauts: Grotius: Synod
of Dorty, 1618 : Five Armintan Articles: Catechifn of
Heidelberg : Davenant aganit Hoard,

Fansexws @ Fanfenifis & ﬂ!aﬁn;'/h._

Arter the Synod of Dort, the political condué of
the Puritans brought Calvinifm into difrepute with the
friends of Monarchy in England.  Laud.  Weflminfler -

Confeflon of Faith.

Some mitigated form of Arminianifm was fupported
in the end of the laft Century, by Barrow, Tillotfon ;
m this, by Clarke, IWhitby : And the Englith Clergy
wilh to confider themielyes as not fettered by their Ar-

ticles
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ticles to either Syftem of Predeftination. Burnet. N

tin. There are in the Englith Church, Doétrinal Cal-
vinifts 3 Univerfalifts ; Arminians. |

Uron this fubje&t, as upon the Trinity, it is not
proper to ftate the controverted points to the people :
And men of fpeculation fhould exercife mutual forbear-
ance 3 fhould not form their opinion of either Syftem
from the writings of thofe who oppofe 1t ; and fhould
not think themfelves obliged to defend every nofition of
thofe writers whofe general Syftem they approve.

In this Century Calvinifm has formed an alliance
with Philofophy. Leibnitz, although a Lutheran, in
LEffais de Theodicée, and Woifius, have illuftrated the
doétrine of Philofophical Neceflity : Canzius, Wytten-
bach, Stapfer, Edwards, have applicd that doflrine to
Calvinifm : and Bifbop Horfley, in a Sermon on Prov:-
dence and Free Agency, has laid down, in the moft pre-
cife and fatisfaCory manner, thofe principles which
form the philofophical defence of Calviniim.

HEADS
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INDEX OF PARTICULAR QUESTIONS, ARISING OUT
OF OPINIONS CONCERNING THE GOSPEL REMEDY,
AND OF MANY OF THE TECHNICAL TERMS IN TiHE-~
OLOGY.

CHAP. L

CALVINISTS diftinguifh between an external and
an effectual Call. They employ Regeneration and Con-
verfion to exprefs that change of chara®er by which the
Call given in the Gofpel becomes effectital.

| CaLvinisTIC
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Carvinistic Syftem as to the manner of Converlion, .
lies in the middle between all modifications of the Syn-
ergiftic Syftem, and all fhades of the ancient Myltical
Theology, now known by the name of Ianaticifm.

History and charader of Fanaticm. Strong and
clear line by which Calvinilm is difcriminated from T'a-
naticifm. Calvini{m affigns their proper value to the
outward means of Converfion; and fuppofes fuch an
action of God upon the foul, as reftores the whole na-
" ture of man: Fanaticifm refts in fentiments and emo-
tions.

THAT cordial acceptance of the Remed}f,' which is
called Faith, fuppofes, according to the Calviniftic Syi-
tem, knowledge conveyed by previous inftruction j—
and it implies more than an affent to evidence. "Hence

the propriety of exhortations to faith, Faith of mira-
cles: Hiftorical—Temporary—Saving faith.

SAvVING faith, which appears to the Arminians to
differ from Temporary faith only in duration, is confi-
dered by the Calvimits as a principle which originates

in the operation of the Spirit of God, and the fruit of
which endures to cverlafting life.

CHAP.
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CHAP, Il

JUSTIFI{fATIDH is underftood to be a forenfic a ; de-
noting the change upon the condition of thofe in whom
the Spirit of God produces faith, Romans, iii, 26.—~iv. -
5y 0=V, 18,

THe do&trine of the Church of Rome confounds
Juftification and Sanétification,

T're doctrine of Juftification by faith was taught by
the firlt Reformers, in oppofition to the place afligned
by the Church of Rome in our juftification, to ‘perfonal
righteoufnefls and perfonal fuffering. Socinians and
~ Arminians have departed from this firft dodrine of
Proteftants.  Calvinifts hold fidem juftificare, non dis-
pofitivé, fed inftrumentaliter. Confeffion of Faith, Chap-
ter 11th, Paragraph 1ft.

[...

Meaning of the phrafe, « firlt and fecond juftificas

tion,” 1n the fenfe of the Church of Romes in the
fenfe of Zaylor of Norwich, which is adopted by the
Arminians. H

I Ix
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In oppofition to both fenfes, Calvinifts confider Juf-
tification as one A& of God peculiar to the Ele&
which extends its benefits through the whole time of
their abode upon earth, and is the ground of eternal lifc
being adjudged to them. |

'The Saints under the Old Teftament, had that
knowledge of Chrnift which Calvinifts confider as eflen-
tial to falvation. John, vii. 56.—Gal. 3d Chapter,
Eonfeffon of Faith, Chapter 7th, Paragraph sth and
éth, and Chapter 11th, Paragraph 6th.

THAT kﬁowledge may be conveyed in an extraor-
dinary manner; as it was to Job. For, according to
the excellent words of our Confeffion of Faith, Chapter
1oth, Paragraph 3d, ¢ Ele& infants dying in infancy,
¢ are regenerated, and faved by Chrift through the Spi-
¢ rit, who worketh when, and where, and how he
¢« pleafeth 50 alfo are all other Elec perfons, who
¢ are uncapable of bemg outwardly called by the mu-
“ niftry of the word.”

- Perstverance of Saints refults from the principles
of the Calviniﬁic Syltem ; and, according to that Syf-_
tem, Affurance of grace and falvation is poﬂiBle.-——Re-
flex a& of Faith—Witnefs of the Spirit, Rom. viii, 16.,
confifts in the prefence of thofe fruits of righteoufnefs,
which are the effecs of his operation, Sherock.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IIL

IF that Faith by which men are juftified, arifes from the
operation of the Spint of God, producing a change
which extends to the underftanding, the will, and the
affetions, and which implies a renovation of the whole

- charatter, there muft be an indiffoluble connection be- |
tween Juftification and Sanétification.

acall

IFrom this conneion, it follows, in oppofition to So-
hfidians, Antinomians, and Fratres liberi {piritus, that
good works are tlic evidences of faith,—and are neceffary
to {alvation j—that Paul and James are eafily recon-
ciled ;—and that although Moral Effays are unfuitable
to the Pulpit, practical Preaching is confiftent with
found Calvinifm,—and admits of improvements in map-
ner and form correfponding to the extenfion of Science,
and the refinement of the public tafte.

I2 CHAP.
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CHAP, IV.

QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE NATURE OF SANCT i~ |
FICATION,

SeGion 1,

REPENTANCE, the firft part of San&ification, confifts,
according to the do@rine of the Church of Rome, of
Confeflion to the Prieft,—Contrition or Attrition,—
and Satisfa@ion: According to the Proteftant doctrine,
of a change of life proceeding from a change of mind.
Sherlock’s Sermon on 2 Cor, vii. 10.

\

WE have no warrant to fay, that every man may tell
* the time of his Converfion; or that the manner of Con-
verfion muft be the fame in all,

Section I1.

-—

Tue produion of a habit of righteoufnefs, the othe:
~ part of Sandification, appears in good works.
IMMuTABILITY

§
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InamuTasiniTy of the Moral law. All the branches
of Chriftian Morality are included in the Decalogue.

Calvin’s Tnflitutes.

Tue precepts of the Golpel, confidered not as the
extenfion, but asthe interpretation of the Moral law,
are the complete directory of a Chrniftin,

I'rom this principle 1s derived the {olution of all the
cafes that can occur n Chri[}ian Cafuiftry :—And
hence, too, the fallehood of the Popifh do&rine, that
there are in:Scripture counfels of perfe@ion, which is
the foundation of the opinion concerning the merit of
good works, and concerning works of fupererogation..
Meritum de congruo. Meritum de condigno.

- Seflion 11,

T'ue ancient Anabaptifts, of whom Alunzer was the

head, held, that the Vifibl; Church of Chnift confifts
of Saints,

Tue docrine of the perfeGion of good works, is
fometimes derived from tlie prefumption of Fanaticifms
and fometimes fupported by the Synergiftic Syftem,—
or by a diftinttion between mortal and venial fins,

Tur do&rine of the imperfection of Sanification,
which Fanfenins and Calvin learnt from Augufline, and
I3 which
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which the Churches of England and of Scotland agree
in holding, is fupported by general expreflions and hif-
tories in Scripture ;—by experience ;—and by thofe
paflages which are underftood to defcribe a truggle be-
tween the principle of Sandtification, and the corruption
of human nature. Romans, 7th Chapter.

Prorer improvement of this do&rine: Caution with
which it ought to be employed to qualify other parts of
the Calyiniftic Syftemy—and view which it affords of

the general charatters of Chriftian Morality. Philippi-
ans, i, 12~=15.

CHAP. V. -

CurisTiaxs have learnt from Scripture to fpeak of the
Kingdom of Chrift,~~of Chrift’s being the Head of his
body the Church,—of our receiving through him the
Adoption of {fons,—and of the New Covenant,

To all the four phrafes, different fe€ts annex more
or lefs meaning, according to the general principles of
the Syltem which they hold. But it is in the ideas im-
plied under the fourth that they differ moft widely.

- - THE
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Tue phrafeology, by which the Difpenfation of the
Gofpel is called the New Covenant, extends to many
of the do&rines of Theology, and to the two poﬁtwe
Inftitutions of the Gofpel,

Sedtion 1.

,, .

dwbnwny a Teftament, or a Covenant, may be rendered
Covenant in every place of the New I'eftament where
it occurs. Macknight vpon Hebrews, ix. 16, 17.

wadais, xewn oufnxn.

Dispensation of Mofes may be regarded in two
different lights; as a method of publithing the Moral
law,—and as a particular manner of adminiftring the
covenant made with Abraham.

CovenanT of works. Abrahamic covenant. Sinaitic
covenant, Covenant of grace. Erfbine. Macknight,

Terms of the Covenant of grace. Heb. viii, 10.
In what fenfe conditions.

By fome, the Covenant of grace is accounted Unis
verfal ; by others, Particular.

Selion 11

Tue Covenant of grace was made through thie fif-
ferings of Jefus Chnift,
Hexce
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Hexce arofe the term Mediator,—gteibs, syyus. - So.
c’inianrfenfe of thefe' words., Senfe in which other

Chriftians underftand them. The office of Prielt,—

Prophet,~and King, are implied in the highelt fenfe of
the word Mediator. ~

Socinians, who confider Chrift as.a mere man,
and Church of Rome, who confider him as Mediator
only in refpe@ of his human nature, agree in denying

that he adted from the beginning in the character of
Mediator.

In confequence of this tenet, the Church of Rome
believe in a place called Limbus patrum ; and have in-
trroduced Mediatores {fecundarii,

Secion 111,

PrAvER, a duty of Natural Religion, is enforced by
confidering the Difpenfation of the Gofpel under the
light of the Covenant of grace. Reafonablenefs and
efiicacy of prayer. Qur Lord’s prayer. ’

Nature of the interceflion of Chrift. He is Medi-
ator interceflionis, becaufe he is Mediator redemptionis,

Forry and fin of having recourfe to other intercei-
Jors with God..

rgf L?f on



IN DIVINITY. xo8

Seciwn IV,
As covenants amongﬁ men are confirmed in various
ways, and as a {eal was added to the Abrahamic cove-
nant, 1t s conceived by many Chriftians, that there are

feals of the Covenant of grace.

OricinaL fignification of the words mvsngon, Sacras
mentum,  Campbell's Differtativns,

Porisu {enfe of the word Sacrament. Socinian fenfe
of it. Greater part of the Recformed Churches coniider

the Sacraments as conftituting a feederal act.

To a Sacrament underftood in this {fenfe, Divine 1a-
flitution 1s eflential.

SEVEN Sacraments of the Church of Rome. Burne’s
expofition of the twenty-hfth Article, Name confined

by Proteftants, to Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VI

QUESTIONS CONCERNING BAPTISMa

Seflon 1.

-—

HisTory of the inftitution of Baptifm. Originally 2
folemn method of affuming the profeflion of the Chrifti
an Religion j—a mark of difcrimination between the
difciples of Chrill, and thofe who adhered to another
Teacher. |

SOCINIANS, confidering Baptiﬁﬁ in this fimple view,
judge it unneceflary in Chriftian countries, although they
retain the pradtice.  Priefiley.

QuakERrs, confidering the Baptifm with water as em-
blematical of the Baptifm with the Holy Ghoft, lay afide
the emblem, becaufe the {fubftance is come. Barclay’s

| Apology.

Orner Chriftians hold, that Baptifm, as the initia-
tory rite of Chriftianity, is of perpetual obligation.
| - DBarTtism
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Barrisy by immerfion,—or by {prinkling. Pradtice
of giving a name.

SeGion 11,

Grouxps upon which the greater part of the Re-

formed Churches confider Baptifm as not merely a de-
claration of faith, or a ceremony producing a moral ef-
fe&, but as alfo a feal of the New Covenant,.—Words
of the infltitution. Matt., xxviil. 18, 19, 20.—Mark,
xvi, 16,~Ads, 11, 38., and xxu. 16.—T1tus 11l §.—
1 Peter, il 21.—~Romans, vi. 4, 5, 6—Gal. v. 2, 3.,
and 11 27.—Colofl. i1, 11, 12.~Romans, 1v. 11.

STATEMENT of that rational opinion concerning the
effect of this Sacrament, by which the Reformed Church.
es avoid the errors implied in the Popifh idea of a charm,

Avcustive held, that all who were baptifed were
regenerated ; but that unlefs they were predeftinated,
they did not perfevere.

Sectton 111
QuesTioxns concerning Infant-Baptifm.

Heaps of anfwers to the Anabaptifis, are taken from
the practice prefcribed to Abraham, and oblerved under
the
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the law, of circumcifing infants; compared with Mark,
%, 141 Cor. vil. 14.—Ads, ii. 38, 39., and Xvi. 33.

"Oricin of Godfathérs in Church of England. Na-

tuic of the engagement which parents come under in our
Church.

Tus want of the ceremony of Confirmation, 1s with
us fupplied by the folemnity which we obferve in ad-
mitting young perfons to partake, for the firlt time, in
the Lord’s Supper.  Calvin.

CHAP. VIL.

QUESTIONS CONCERNING THL ;Lf‘an’s SUPDER

History of the Inftitution. Luke xxii. 1 3—20.

Irow the inftitution, taken in conjunétion with many
expreffions in 1 Cor. 11th Chap.—1 Cor. x. 16., and

John, vi, 30—03., have arifen four Syltems.

1. Porisu Syltem, which interprets, ¢ This 1s my
body,”
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body,” literally. Tranfubitantiation: Sacrifice of Mafs:
Adoration of Hoft : Communion in one kind,

Tuis Syltem was eftablifhed by flow degrees ; and
met with much oppofition.  Mofheim,

2. Systry of Luther. ¢ My body 15 with this.” Con-
fubftantiation. Ubiquity of thz body of Chrift, found-
cd upon affixing a particular {enfe to @/l duwpdlon.

Lutuerans do not asree as to the method of ¢x-
plaining that real prefence of the body and blood of
Chrift, which all of them agree in holding. It is merely
a {peculative opinion.

3. Systeu of Carolofladt and Zwinghus, ¢ This 1s
the fign of my body.” Lord’s Supper confidered as
merely a commemoration; of ufe only by the fentiments
which it excites, and the purpofes which it confirms,

THis Syftem agrees with the Socinian idea of a Sa.
crament.  foadley ; Bell ; oppofed by Bagor.

4. SYSTEM of bafvfr:, who, denying Tranfubftantias
tion and Confubltantiation, and adopting the rational
interpretaﬁon of—¢ This is my body,” given n the
third Syltem, which is jult and ufeful as far as it goes,
confidzred the phrales ufed, 1 Cor. x, 16., as deriving
a peculiar fignificancy from the fpiritual prefence of
the body and bloed of Chrift,, by which they convey
nourihment to the foul :~~And connefted the Dif-
courfe in the Gth Chapter of John with the Lord’s

Supper, not in the literal fenfe which correfponds with

I< Popifh
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Popifh and Lutheran idcas, but in the fenfe prefcribed,
John, v1. 03,

Tre full benefit of the Lord’s Supper, , confidered
as 2 Rite exhibiting by a fignificant aétion what the

6th Chapter of John exhibits-in words, is confined to
thofe who partake worthily.

Mucwu danger in an unguarded expofition of this
fourth Syftem.

Tur idea of a feaft after 2 facnfice, as the true ex-

plication of the Lord’s Supper, 1s illuftrated by Cud-
aworthy, with Mofbeim’s Notes ; and by Warburton.

Many queftions with regard to the time, the place,
and the manner of receiving the Lord’s Supper, are
infignificant.

S YR e " Sl PSP - Pl o
1

CHAP. VIIIL

Qqnswous concerning the condition of men after
death, either belong to Pneumatology and Phyfiology,—
or are included in the difcuffion of general principles
dormerly illuftrated ;—or are of fuch a nature as not to
admit of any folution. Burnet—De flatu mortuorum et

-~ yefurgentium.  Prieflley.  Law. Horfley.

Tue Popifh doctrine of Purgatory has no founda-
tion 1 Scripture ; and 15 overturned by the dodtrine
of Jultification by faith.  Calvin.  Secker,

HEADS
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BOOK VI,

L

OPINIONS CONCERNING CHURCH GOVERNMENT:

CHAP. L

CHURCH Government is founded in the obligation
which lies upon Chriftians, to profefs their faith by
joining in the obfervance of certain rites,

Ir the whole Chriftian world could affemble together
for the purpofe of obferving the Infhitutions of Chrift,
they would form one Vifible Society, united by the
fame public expreflions of holding the truth revealed in

K2 | the
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the Gofpel, and of entertaining the fentiments which
come the difciples of Chrift.

SEPARATE Aflemblies of Chriftians are to be regard-
ed as branches of the Catholic Church, which would
meet 1n one place if it could.

SEPARATION of place has confpired, with other caules,
~ to produce an apparent breach of the Unity of the Ca.
tholic Church, by differences in opinion and 1n praétice,
refpe@ing the defcription of perfons in whom Church
Government 1s vefted,—and refpecting the extent of

power avhich the lawful exercife of Church Government
implies.

Kine on the Creed, Neale's Hiftory of the Puritans.
Madox againft Neale. Potter on Church Government.
Benfon. Rogers’ Vifible and Invifible Church ; and Civil
Efablifbment of Relirion. Anderfon againft Rhynd, Hook-
er. Stilling ﬂs:ff"i [renicum, Divine Right of Chureh Go-
wernmenty by London Mimifters. * Cyprianus Ifotinus, by
Famiefon,  King on Primitive Church.  Galvin, Grey’s
abridgment of Gibfon. Burw's Ecclefiaflical Law. War-

Lurton. Wake. Aticrbury. Kennet on Convocaiions ; and
Sherlack on Jude, 3d vere.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IL

Orixioxs refpeding the perfons in whom Church Go-
vernment is velted, arranged under five different Suftems,

Se&ion 1,

SvstiM of thofe, who, denying the perpetuai obliga-
tion of the rites of Chriftianity, confider a {tanding Mi-
niftry as unneceffary and unlawful ; and who, although
like the Quakers in Britain, they may form a political
Aflociation, can have no Church Government.

Tris Syltem, which originated 1n fanatici{m, 1s con.
trary to reafon ;—to the manner in which the Spint
aperates;—to the appearance of the primitive Church j—
and to many declarations of Scripture. Adls, it 42—
Hebrews, xiit. 7, 17.—1 Cor. xiv. 32, 33.—Matt,
xxvill, 10, 20.~—Ephef, iv. 11, 12, 12,

Sedlion I1, |

SvstrM held by Independents, whofe founder, Ro-
binfan, 1n 1658, publithed this as his leading rinciple.
“ Lyery particular Society of Vifible Profeflors, agree-

K3 | ¢ g
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““ ing to walk together in the faith and order of the
“ Gofpel, is a complete Church ; and has full power
within itfelf, to ele@ and ordain all Church Ofhicers,
i« to exclude all offenders, and to do all other a&s relat.

1

L

“ ing to the edification and well-being of the Church.”

Tre Independents fail in their attempt to fhow that
a1l the Churches mentioned in the New Teftament were
fingle Congregations ; and the ftate of the Chriftian
world 1s now fo totally different, that the pofition, al-
though true, would not warrant the inference which
they draw from it.

THis Syltem 1s in many refpe&s fuperior to the
prefumptuous fpirit of ‘fanaticifm ; and cafes may occur
in which it muft be followed out. But it is liable to
{trong objections, from Reafon and from Scripture,
both in refpe of the mode of appointment to the ofhice
of the Miniftry which it enacts,—and in refpect of the
difunion of the great Chriftian Society which it implies.

“ Tur Lord Jefus, as King and Head of his Church,
“ hath therein appointed a Government in the hand of
¢¢ Church Officers, diftin& from the Civil Magiftrate.”

Confeffion of Faith, Chapter 3oth, Paragraph 1ft.

SEL?I'O;E 1]

SysTem of the Church of Rome,

DistincTionbetween Papifts and Roman Catholics.
| THE
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T'ue former hold that Papa, the latter that Papa cum
Concilio, is the Head of the Church.——~Catholics of
Great Bntatn,

ExaminaTion of that arsument for the extent of
the Papal power, which arifes from the Unity which it
féems to give to the Catholic Church.

ExaminatioN of the grounds upon which the Pa-
pilts affert, that a method of preferving Unity, which

when ¢anvafled appears very exceptionable, is the ap.
pointment of Chuift.

Trer affertions confifts of three pofitions.—T hat
our Lord gave. to Peter a primacy over the other A-
poftles, Matt, xvi. 15—1g.; that Peter was Bifhop of
Rome ;—and that it was the intention of Chrift, that

the primacy enjoyed by Peter fhould be derived to the
Bifhops of Rome in all ages.

Papav ufurpation 1s confidered by Proteftants as a
literal fulfilment of various prediftions concerning the
corruptions of Chriftianity. Illuftration of 2 Thefl. i.
3—10., confidered ‘as coming in between the prophe-

cies of Daniel and of John, Daniel, 7th Chap.—Rer.
17th Chap,

Mede, Barrow. Warburton, Newton. Hurd., Halifax.
Bagot. DMacknight on the Epiftles.

Seon
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Sedion IV,

Tuc fourth and fifth Syftems will be beft illuftrated,
by a comparative view of the Epifcopal and Prefbyte-

rian forms of Church Government.

Ix Epifcopal form, Prefbyters are Epifcopt gregis:
Bifhops are conceived to be Epifcopt gregis et Palto-
ram; 2 higher order to which exclufively belongs the

right of Ordination and Jurifdi&tion.

Eriscorar form relts upon Apoftolical infpection
over minifters ;—delegation of that infpé&ion to Tima-
thy and Titus ;—fucceflion of Bifhops from the days of
the Apoftles ;—and univerfal prevalence of Epiicopacy.

PressyTERIANS in canvafling thefe arguments, con-
tend, that Apoftolical infpedtion over Minilters, was
one of the extraordinary functions of the Apoftles; that
Timothy and Titus were Evangelifts 5 that there is no
foundation in Scripture for the diftinction between

~ Bifhops and Prefbyters, becaufe the names are there

{fynonymous, Ads, xx. 28.—~Titus, 1. §, 7. ,—-—jurif-
dicion is committed to Prefbyters, 1 Peter, v. 1, 2. ;

“and they are not inhibited from ordarning. 2 Tim. 1. 6 —

1 Tim. 1. 14.

PressyTER1ANS alfo contend, that there are no au-
thentic Catologucs of Bithops in the ages immediately
fuccceding the Apoftles j=that in the moft ancient

| WILters,
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writers, the names Difhops and Prefbyters continue
{ynonymous ;—and that the Apoltie probably did not

follow, in all places, one fixed mode of fettling Church
Government. Eﬁ@banfw.

PressyTERIANS think, that the univer{al prevalence
of Epifcopacy may be accounted for, by the gradual ex-
tenfion of the powers of the perfon who was appointed
to prefide in the Ceetus Prefbyterorum: And this fup-
pofition appears to them to be confirmed, by the gradual
intreduction of different orders of Bifhops, although all
were originally equal ;—by many expreflions in ancient
vriters, which reprefent the diftinction between Bifhops
and Prefbyters as an Ecclefiaftical regulation j——and by
the account which Ferome gives, h

At the Reformation, the founders of Prefbyterian
Churches propofed to corre the abufes of power which
had arifen under Epifcopacy, by recurring to the primi-
tive model.

In the form of Church Government which they efta-
biithed, all Minifters are fuppoied to be equal; being
the fucceflors of the Apoftles in every permanent Apoi-
tolical fun@ion. No other official preference, but that
which arifes from voluntary agreement, for the fake of
order.

Powers of the Ceetus Prefbyterorum.—Powers of
a Minifter in his own parifh.—~Account-of the introduc-

tion of ‘Lay-Elders.
A
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A Ceetus Prefbyterorum, ading by their Moderator,
and a Paftor, aflifted in the government of his parifh by
Lay-Elders, complete the idea of Prefbyterian Govern-
ment; and are all that is neceffary in {mall States. The
- multiplication of Courts, which the extent of this coun-
-try requires, renders the form more perfeét, by extend-

ing the benefit of the right of appeal.

EsTimMATE of the Queftion concerning what has been
called the Divine right of Epifcopacy and Prefbytery.
Laud. Solemn League and Covenant.

In conformity to the more liberal Syftem, -which pro-
ceeds upon principles laid down by Hooker and Stilling-
Sleet, Prelacy, or the fuperionty of any office in the
Church above Prefbyters, was abolifhed in Scotland by
the Revolution Settlement, not as being contrary to the
Word of God, but as being contrary to the inclinations
"of the generality of the people ever fince the Reforma-
tion: And by the Treaty of Union, while the fecurity
of the Church of England, as by law eftablifhed, is de-
clared to be a fundamental and effential article of the
Union between England and Scotland, it 1s provided,
that Prefbyterian Church Government fhall continue
unalterable, and fhall be the only Government of the
Church, within the kingdom of Scotland.

CHAP,
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CHAPD. IIL

Orintoxs relpedting the nature and the degree of pow-
er implied in the lawful exercife of Church Government,

introduced in illuftrating the five following pofitions.
"R

1. It is not a power created by the State,

Erastus, in the fixteenth Century, taught, that all

the powers of Church Governors are refolvable into the
will of the Civil Magiftrate.

-Trrs opinion 1s 1nconfiltent with the right which
every Society has to defend itfelf, and to preferve its
charafter, by excluding thofe whom it judges unwor-
thy j—with the Divine inftitution of the Chriftian So-
clety ;—with the names given in Scripture to the office-
bearers of the Church ;—and with the s, clamed

and exercifed by the Apoftle. 1 Cor. 5th Chapter.

THe change of Erafltianifm 1s often brought, in mo-
dern times, by their more zealous brethren, againft
thofe who admit that the Church has powers independ-
ent of the State, but who allow prudential confidera-
" tions to reftrain the exercife of them; and who think,
that the advantages which the Church derives from the

State,
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State, much more than compenfate any reltrictions
which are a&tually impofed upon the Church.

2. It 1s a Spiritual power.

Purroses for which the Chriftian Society was 1n.
ftituted.—Declarations of its Founder upon three occa-
fions, Luke, xii. 13, 14.—Matt. xx. 25, 26.—John,
xviil. 36.—Iis conduct ; and that of his Apoftles.

THis pofition expofes the fallacy of the great argu-
ment upon which Lraflus refted his opinion.—It cor-
rects the extravagant aflertion of the Anabaptifts, that
Magiftracy is unlawful among Chriftians.—And it un-
dermines the claim which the Church of Rome makes
to vartous Exemptions—and Powers.

Ir matters of a Civil nature, are committed as in
England, to the junfdittion of Ecclefialtical Courts,
this being the effe® of human laws, is no ufurpation on
the part of the Church.

ExcommunicaTion, the feverelt mnfliction within
the compafs of Church power, is purely a Spiritual Cen-
furc; and as fuch, 1s far from being mugatory: The
civil effe@s, which in fome countries are annexed to it,
depend upon pofitive Statute,

3. It 1s fubordinate to the Sovereign authority of the
Lord Jefus Chuift, the Head of the Church.

QENSE
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Sexst in which the King, in an Ldition of the
thirty-nine Articles, publithed 1n the reign of Edward,
was ftyled ¢ Supreme Head in carth, next under Chrift,
¢ of the Churches of England and Ireland.”” A48 of
Supremacy.

Avrv Proteftauts, although they may differ in expref
fions agree in holding this third pofition,

4. It 15 given for edification, not for deltruétion,
2 Cor. %, 8.—1 Cor. 3d Chapter.

It 1s not meant to create a feparate intereft in the
Chriftian Society, by aggrandifing a particular order of
men § or to invade ‘the rights which belong to every
Chriftian as 2 moral, accountable Agent.

5. It is limited by the Sovereign authority of the
Lord Jefus, and the liberties of his difciples, both as to
objects which it embraces, and the manner in which 1t
is exercifed,

Tars fifth pofition, affuming the third and the fourthas
proven, applies the limts fuggelted by them, to the three
branches ot the power implied in Church Government;;
which, according to an eftablifhed diftribution, may be
exprefled by three words ; poteftas, doypdio,~tidlusjin,

LY

y T
", ZHEI;”@I.

-T'ue application of the fifth poﬁtion to thefe three

branches, forms the lubject of the three following Chap-
ters,

L CHAP.
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CHAP. 1V.

POTESTAS Goypmsalixn.

"To.the exorbitant claims of the Church of Rbme,

Proteflants oppofe one principle, that Scripture is the
only rule of faith.—This principle unfolded.

Secinians conceive, that the Church never pofleffed
the right of intermeddling in Articles of faith: To
soft Proteftants it appears, that a plan which leaves to
the Church and its Minifters merely the ofhice of ex-

hortation, 1s defeétive.

Curistian Teachers are the Interpreters—and the
Expounders of Scripture : And the Truth therein con-

tained, is a facred Depoflit over which they are appoint.
ed to watch. Titus, 1, 2.—2 Thim. 1. 13.

Prorurcizs and complaints of falfe Teachers: Di-
re(tions and warnings againft them. Ephef. iv. 14.—

Heb. xiit. 7, 8, 9.—Titus, 1. 9. 10,

ArosTLES having combated perverfions of Scripture
m their days, 2 T 11. 17, 18.—1 John, iv. 1, 2, 3.,
appear to leave 1t as the duty of the fucceflion of Chrif-
tian Teachers, to maintain and defend the truth againft

future perverfions. |
REecovass
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Ricourst was early had to Councils as a method
of fulfilling this duty, which is agreeable to the nature
of the cafe ;—and which appears to receive a funétion

from the pracdtice of the Apcftles, Ads, 15th Chapter,

Four firlt General Councils are held 1 refpe&t by
the Chriftian world ; becaufe the doétrine which they
declared, appears agreeable to Scripture.

Maxny Councils have erred.

Tue decifions of the Council of Trent produced the
Confeflion of Augfburg, and the fubfcquent Confeflions
of faith publifhed, with the concurrence of the State,
by Societies of Chriftian Teachers i different coun-

tries.  Synod of Dort.

It is faid, that the Confeflions of Proteftant Churches
are too particular.—Coafc/flonal,  DBut, 1t 1s difhcult to
afcertain the desree of particularity fufficient for the
purpofe of declaring and guarding the form of found

avords.

PoTrsTas Ssyaslen wartants a Socicty of Teachers,

“to require every perion whom they admit to take part

of the Miniftry with them, to declare his afient to their
Confeflion : It does not imply that they impofe a belief
of the Articles of this Confeflion upon the confciences
of the people.

Witn regard to Chrift, it is Minilterial, profefling to
prove out of his word all that it daclares: with regard

L 2 to
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to the people, it warns againft error, and directs to the
proofs of the truth ; but it leaves the right of private
judgment entire.

TrUE meaning of 1 Tim. 3. 13,

TwenTIETH and twenty-firlt of the thirty-nine Ar.
ticles, Confeffon of Faith, Chapter 1{t and 31it.

'
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CHAP. V.

; POTESTAS oalaxiin,

To the ufurpation and tyranny of the Chureh of Rome,
Proteftants oppofe this principle, that there are no othcr

condittons of falvation, than thofe which are declared
1 SCripture.

Besipes the undifputed exercife of the poteftas én-
Taxlxn in enforcing by admonition and injunion the
Jaws of Chrift, the great body of Proteltants do rot
think it inconfiftent with their principles, to affert, that
the Church is entitled to make, by her own authority,

cnactments, Canons, x»w, with regard to two-objedts:

1. WitH regard to matters of order, as the outward

polity of the Chrittian Society ; the place and time of

the public Affemblics.
THe
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Tue carly introducton of certain anniverfary folem-
mities, and the fubfequent multiplication of fafts and
feafls, led to a Controverfy, after the Reformation, con-
cerning the Morality of the Sabbath ; which has ter-
minated in the rational vicws on this {ubjeét, common
to both the Churches of Great Britain,

1. Wits regard to rites and ceremonies 3 by which
are meant thofe circumitances which do not mike an
effential addition to the worfhip of God, but which
refped the manner of its being conducted.

Tvinexce from Scripture—and Reafon, that the
Church has a power of reculating, that 15, accomnio-

dating to circumftances, things in their nature change-

able.

Tu1s pewer is not inconfiltent with the authority of
Chrift,—becaufe it does not alter what he appointed ;—
nor, with the rizhts of-his difciples, becaufe it does not

r
A

ctter the confcience.

LiserTy of confcience has its feat in the mind;
confifling in freedom of judgment, not i freedom of
nradtice. Romans, 14th Chap.—1 Cor, 8th Chap., and
Ads, 15th Chap., furnith inftances of Chriftian pradice
being reftrained by charity,—and by authonty, while
libarty of conicience remained.

Ovur of the inftances and directions n Scripture, may
ve educed rules which ought to be obferved in the excr-
cife of this branch of the poteftas #ileslzn. Thefe rules
are mot the meafure of obedience. The rule of peace

L3 and

-
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and order, is compliance with the ceremonies enated
by authority, unlefs that compliance appears finful,

O3zjecTions of the Puritans in the laft Century ;-
and the anfwers made to them.

CHAP. VL.

" POTESTAS 3imxgﬂ:xm

A jupiciaL power in the Church is warranted by Rea.
fon ;—by the expreflions of our Lord and his Apoftles,
Matt. xvi. 18, 19., and xviil, §—18.~John, xx, 23.—
1 Cor. sth Chap. 1 Tim. 1. 20, ;~and by the practice.
of the primitive Church.

SYsTEM of the Church of Rome upon this fubjed.

ProTesTanTs underftand poteftas daxglnn, to ba
declarative with regard to the eternal confequences of
{in; authoritative with regard to admiffon into the
Church, and exclufion from it.

It 1s converfant about three objedts :

* 1. Gross immorality.—Opinion of the Donatifts and
Anabaptifts, who held, that a Church ceafed to be the
Church of Chrift, when it permitted any wicked perfon
to remain in it, 1s incompatible with the prefent cond:-

tron
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.
son of human nature.—~Temperate excrcife of difcipline
moft prudent and efleCual.

2, HerEsy : underftanding by that word not the
cntertainment, but the publication, of a falfe opinion ;

and confidering the word as referring to fome funda-
mental and pernictous error. Titus, 1. 10, 11., and iii. 10.

3. DisoBEDIENCE to the regulations’cnacied by the
Church.—Attention due to the confciences of the weak ; -
not to the factious.—Cales 1n which {eparation from the
Churchi 1s lawful : Cafes in which, being caufelefs, it
receives the name of {chifin.—Evils of fchifm.

Wirs regard to Churches that are mdependent of
one another, and feparate Congregations after they have
been formed, the judgment of charity comes in place.of

the poteftas Gizegilinn.

Communrton of Saints. It was well faid by the ve-
nerable Jreneus, Ipeaking of diverfities 1n the obfervance

¢ Ly
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CHAP. VIL

FOUHDATIOH of the conneion between the Church

and the State; is laid in-the importance of Religion to
Civil Society.

THE principl;:s of Natural Recliaion have never exift-
ed apart, as a Syltem refting upon deduétions of Reafon:,
They
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They were incorporated with much error in the effz.
blithed religions of the Heathen world : They are de-
livered pure in the Gofpel; and provifion is there made
for preferving and tran{mitting them.

AcrecaBLy to the prediion which we read, Plalm,
Ixxil. 10, 11., and Ifaiah, xlix. 22, 23., the example
of Conftantine bas been followed by Chriftian Princes.

Apvantaces which Chriftianity derives from being
part of the law of the land.

CircumsTancEs which led Chriftian Rulers to form
connedion, not with Chriftanity in general, but with
that Syltem of opinions, and that form of Church p'olity,.
which was moft agreeable to the will of the State.

From the hiftory of the conne&ion between the
Church and the State, it follows, that all the difcuflions
to which this matter has given occafion, fall under the
two heads of Religious Eftablifhment, and Religious
"Toleration.

1. THE general idea of the diftributicn of power be-
tween the Church and the State 1n a Religious Efta-

blifhment, was thus exprefled by Conftantine to an
Aﬁ'embly of Chrifhan Teachers: dues pov oy arw 745

sLxAqming, ey 08 Twy ex]; T @8 xafigapero; eTICRIT0;

MacrsTrATE has a nght to know the opinions of
the Eftablified Community of Chriftians : Hence he
reql?ires Subfcription from the Teachers.—He has alfo

a right, as Guardian of the public welfare, to exercife
fuperintending power over the Church, Provifion is ge-
nerally
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nerally made, in the form of the L {tablifhment, for the
mode of exercifing this fuperintending power.

!

ThE great benefits of an Eftablifhment are common
to the Church of England and the Church of Scotland;
each of which forms part of the Conltitution.

2. Revicrous Toleration was unknown for many
ages. DPerfecution, for Confcience-fake, has, in former
times, appeared among all {e¢ts when they had power.
Inquifiion. A&s of Uniformity. Solemn Licague and
Covenant. Conventicle A&.

A the Revolution, a principle of Toleration was
adopted by thﬂ‘chiﬂature of England and of Scotland.
Prejudices againft it have yiclded gradually to the ope-

ration of law, and the progrefs of Science.

Harry conjundtion in our days, of a Religious Efla-
blifhment, and an entire Toleration.

SenTIMENTS and condué becoming the Minifters of
an Lftablithed Church.

oottt et e et e e e ek g

CHAP. VIIL

CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

L

Fuxpamentar principles of thisConftitution, are found
in the Prefbyterian Syftem of opinions refpecting the
defeription
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defcription of perfons in whom Church Government is

velted.

A morE accurate delineation of it embraces the ob- «
jects exprefled in the three following Sedlions..

Seéiion 1.
Manyer 1n which Minmi{ters are admitted.

T'ria1 of the quakifications being vefted in the Churcl,
without the poflibility of an appeal to the Civil Courts,
the Jaws of the Church define the previous education
of the Languages, Philofophy, and Theology; the tefti-

monials ; the exercifes; and the other circumf{tances

requifite 1n order 10 the obtammg a Licenfe to preacix

the Gorpcl.

“SituaTiox of the Lacentiates, or Probationers, of
this Church.

&
Parrox cannot prefent to a Vacant charge any cther

than a qualified perfon; by whom is meant either a Pro-
bationer of this Church, or a perfon already ordaimned.

RiguTs of Patrons fecured by Aéts of Parliament,
1567, 1§72, 1712, 1714Q.

In default of a Patron’s exercifing his night, the
Prefbytery prefents jure devolute.

Voict which the Conftitution of the Church gives
the people in the fettlement of the Minifter, by the

nradtice of moderating in a Call when they may exprefs
thelr
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their concurrence ;—and, by its being competent for
them to fetve the Prefentee with a Libel,—or to bring

forward objections to his life and do@rine, at the return
of the Edi&.

~ -Soremy deed of the Prefbytery, in Ordination and
Admiflion.

Sefiton Fl.
Jupicarories which compole the Conftitution.

1. Descrirrion of Kirk-Seffions, Prefbyteries, Pro-
vincial Synods, and General Affembly.

2. SusormyaTion of thefe Courts. Reference :

Complaint : Appeal.

[T .

3. DistrisuTion of the Judicial, Legiflative, and
Executive powers.—Form of Procefs,.—Overtures,—
Barrier A&.—Standing laws—Commiflion of the Ge-

neral Affembly.

Cuurcn of Scotland, a Republic of a fingular con-
ftruction : Its leading features.

Sc‘c‘?forz .[ _[ ] .

Lecar provifion made by the State for the fupport
of that Conftitution which it hath eftablifhed.

Provision for the exiftence and refpetable appear-
ancé of the Church as a Society, by the fum paid out

of the Exchequer of Scotland as her Anrnual Reve-
' C §
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nue }=by the Annual appointment of a Commiffioner
to reprefent the Sovercign in the General Affembly ;—
. and by the diftribution of certain marks of Royal Favour.

Provision for the erefion and reparation of places

where the Members of the Eﬂab tthed Church may at-
tend pubhc worfhip.

Provisiox for maintaining,in a decent independence,

the Minifters of the Litablifhed Church.

Tue maintenance of the Eftablifhed Clergy falls no
upon the Landholders, but upon the Titulars of Teinds.

T xe Landholders of Scotland, enjoy, by law, peculiar
ady antagcs in rﬂfpe& of the payment of their Tcinds,

Tue Court of Seffion, who were appomted at the
Union, in place of the temporary Commiffions of lait
Century, an cftablifhed and fixed Judicature, to deter-
mine in all Valuations and Sales of Teinds, have the
power of granting out of the unexhaufted Teinds of a
parifh, an additional provifion to the Minifter, which i3
called an Augmentation of Stipend.~—Decreet of o-
dification : Decreet of Locality.

Provisions of law refpedting Manfes and Ch.bee
 The Ann.—-The Widow’s Fund.
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CHAP. IX.

Covnsers refpeling the manner of difcharging the
Public—=and Private duties of the Paftoral Office.
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