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PRETFAC E

HESE Sermons were tranfcribed
from the Short-Hand M. S. of

the Rev. Mr. James Hervey, by thes
Defire of his Brother the late Mr, #%/-
Jiam Hervey, Wine-Merchant, in London.
That they ate the genuine Productions
of the Author of the Meditations among
‘the Tombs, and the Contemplations, Dia-
Jogues, and Letters, no Man of Senfe
and Tafte, (when he has read them,) can
poflibly dowbt : And that the Subjelts of
thefe Difcourfes are of the utmoft Im-

portance and Ule, no ferious Chriftian
can poflibly deny.

The firt four Sermons are on that
glorious and fundamental Article of all
revealed Religion, the Godhead of Chrift ;
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the fifth defcribes, in a very lively man-
ner, the Nature of evangelical Repent-
ance; thefixth treats on the great Duty,
Advantages, and Pleafure of {earching
the Scriptures; and the two laft Sermons
treat on the Nature of our Love to
GOD, 1n a moft pleafing and delightful
Manner. Every true Chriftian muit
acknowledge that the Divinmity of Chrsft
1s the Balfis of all vital Religion ; and that
Repentance, fearching the Scriptures,
and Love to GOD, conftitute the main
Parts of the Superftructure: So that
whilit true Religion fhall exift in our
Nation, thefe Sermons will never be Ull-
important or out of Ule,

They are peculiarly fuited to raife
heavenly Thoughts, and holy Affections,
at the Lord’s Table; and in that point
of View, I would refpectfully recom-

mend them ta Believers in Chriff of every
Denomination,

What can be of greater Importance
and Ule, than to contemplate the true

and eternal Dmmty of the Son of GOD
when



PREFACE v
when we approach the Memorials of his
Death and Satisfaction? The Godhead
of Chrift 1s the chief Wonder and Glory
of the Chriftian Religion.—It is this
great Truth of divine Revelation that
opens to us moft clearly the full Cha-
rater of the Deity, and {hews us all the
Beauty of the Nature of GOD==This
inexprefiibly raifes our Ideas of the Cha-
ratter and Dignity of the Lord Fefus;
and difplays his Grandeur, Fulnefs, and
Beauty, above all Imagination.—This
precious Truth endears the New Tefta-
ment to every true Believer in theWorld:

It enhances the Dignity, and demon-
{trates the Neceflity, Ufefulnefs, and

Pleafure of the facred Scriptures—1It

exceedingly endeais the Perfon and In-
fluences of the ‘holy Spirit, as the great

Author of all thofe Difcoveries and
Truths of divine Revelation,

The Doctrine of the Divinity of Chriff
fhews the utmoft Terror of the -inflex-
ible Juftice of GOD in demanding and
receiving full Satisfaction for Sin, by

A 3 the
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the Sufferings and Death of a Perfon fo
tranfcendently excellent and divine.—It
reprefents, 1 a Light as bright as feven
Suns, the perfe¢t Redemption, the glo-
rious Sacrifice, and infinite Satisfaction,
paid by the Redeemer to an almighty
Conqueror for Captives; offered by a
great High Prieft to an injured Monarch
for Rebels; made by a mighty Surety
to a righteous Judge for Criminals—
This great Truth of Chryf’s Davinity,
evinces the dreadful Nature of Sin above
all Thought; 1t fhews Sin to be an
infinite Evil, objetively confidered, as
it firikes at an infinite GOD; and an
infinite Evil, extenfively confidered, as
it fixes a Stain in the Soul through an
infinite Duration, unlefs it be wafthed
out by the Blood of Cbrzff. Here you
{ee the Filth and Pollution of Sin, as it
is a moft horrid Deformity; and here
you fee the Guilt and Rebellion of Sin
as it 1s a moit dreadful Offence, hated
by GOD, and puntfhed with all the
Force and Vengeance of his Soul. The
Doctrine of Chry#'s Divinity infinitely

2 enhances



PREFACE.,  vii
.enhdnces the Dignity and Value of im-
mortal Souls. In the Light of Chriff’s
Godhead and Satistaction; you fee a Soul
to be of more worth than the whole
Newtonian Syftem of material Nature;
even if 1t were multiplied mto ten
Thoufand fuch Syftems; yea, we may
go higher ftill; and affirm that GOD
by purchafing the Soul with his own
Blood, has fhewn it to .be of more

Worth than 4 thoufand Legions of
Angels,

=

~ This glorious Truth of Revelation
hds the higheft and happieft Tendency

to give all poflible Encouragement to

awakened Siners to return to GOD.

The Lord Fefus, as GOD incarnate, is
a moft able, {uitable, and willing Sawi-
our to remove all the Plagues of a dark

Mind, a guilty Confcience, and a rebel-
lious Heart.—His Blood will filence all
our Doubts and Fears.—His Atone-

ment has levelled all Mountains in the
‘Way to Heaven.—His Wifdom will
unravel all Plots.~—And his Death will

anfwer

{
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anfwer all the Charges that Juftice, and
Conicience, and Satan, can bring againft
us : Chrzff, 2s GOD-man, can {uit all our
nobleft Powers and Paffions, as he 1s
the fupreme Truth, the fupreme Good,
and the fupreme Beauty; and he can

and will fhew us all our beft F rlends n
Heaven and Earth.

The Divinity of Chriff, is the Spring
of all vital Religion in the Souls of Men.
All true Religion flows from the divine
Nature, Will, and Life of Chrzff: All
true Religion confifts i a Likenefs to
Chrift, and terminates in Chriff: as the
ultimate End of immortal Souls.

The true and proper Godhead of
Cirift, 1s the Life and Glory of all public
Worthip, and the Beauty and Pleafure
of all outward Ordinances ; without his

Prefence, all the Inftitutions of Religion
hzve no Life or Force,

‘The Divinity of Chri#/2, 1s the Life and
Glory of his three Offices or Employ-
ments
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ments for the Salvation of Sinners; his
Godhead fills his prophetic Ofhicé with
boundlefs Light and Wifdom to fuit our
Darknefs and Folly.—It fills his prieftly
Office with infinite Dignity to {fuit our
Guilt.—It fills his kingly Office with
boundlefs Power to fuit our Corruption |
and {ubdue our Rebellion againft GOD.
O! how fafely and delightfully may a
burthened, diftrefled Con{cience, repofe
its utmoft Confidence 1 Chrift.

The glorious Godhead of Chriff {e-
cures the happy final Iflue of all our
Tranfa¢tions with GOD at Death and
. tor Etermty In the Divinity and Sa-
tisfaction of Chrift, we have infinite Con-
folations againft the Terrors of Death;
becaufe Chriff, as the mighty GOD-man
by his bloody, curfed, and terrible Death,
and his triumphant Victory over this
King of Terrors, has wiped off the Re-
proach of Death, and made it honour-
able for us to die under his Smiles.—He
has conquered the Sharpnefs of Death,
{ubdued 1ts Power, extralted its Sting,

difarmed
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difarmed its Terrors, and quite altered

the Property of Death, for all Believers
in the World !

Thus we fee the unfpeakable Excel-
Ience and Ufefulnefs of that glorious
Doctrine treated on in thefe Sermons, by

one of the moft amiable and eloquent of
all Englifb Writers. We have {een that
this Doétrine difcovers to us, in the
cleareft Light, the beautiful Nature of
GOD,—the Glory of Chriff’s Perfon and
Love,—the Dignity and Sweetnefs of
the Scriptures,—and the Excellence of
their Author, the blefled Spirit,=the
Terrors of divine Juftice,~the Perfec-
tion and Reality of Chrif’s Satisfaction,
—the infinite Evil in the Nature of Sin,
—the unutterable Worth of immortal
Souls,—the rich Encouragements to a
diftrefied Sinner to come to GOD by
Chrift,—the Spring of all vital Religion
and generous good Works,—the Life,
Power, and Beauty of all public Wor-
thip and divine Inftitutions,—the Riches
and Glory of Chrif's three Offices,~—
and
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and the only Bafis or Ground for a final

and happy Iffue of all our Affairs at
Death, and in a boundlefs Eternity.

If fuch are the Ufes of this precious
Truth, what Chriftian 1s there who
would not covet to make thefe Difcourfes
the Companion of his Bofom and his
Clofet? Who would not choofe to Iodge
thefe admirable Thoughts in the inner
Cabinet of his Heart? To the Blefling
of GOD our Saviour (whofe Caufe 13
here pleaded with Brightnefs of Thought
and Elegance of Style) I commit them;
praying that every true Believer may
find the fame Comfort which the Au-
thor did in his Life and Death.

Jury 2, 1779.
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The Divinity of CHR IS T,

Titus I. 3. GOD our SAVIOR,

HE Divinity of our Lorp Jesus Curist,
- is the moft important Article of Chriftia=
‘nity,~"Tis, if I may fo fpeak, the ftaple Truth of
2bur- Biblej=~the preat F oundatmn, whxch fup-
"ports the whole Stru&ure of oiffholy Religion l—
>T'is' the Root which nourifhes, an the ounda-
tion, which feeds ALL the Do&rines of Scripture,
and ALt the Hopes of a Chriftian.—T ake this
away, and the. whole Inftitution of Chriﬁianity.

falls at once.  When Sampfon tore. away the
fl.Ipportmg Pillars *, the whole Roof fell in, apd
the whole Houfe became a ruinous Heap,—-fo,

# Judges xvi, 30.

B © juf
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jult fo, wiil it fare with the Chriftian Rellgwn,

if this grand, main Article be fruck: away.

How vain would our SAviorR’s Ordinances
be l—How weak His Threatenings ! How infig-
nificant His Promifes—if HE h d not a divine
Power to co-operate with Hts Ordinances—to
execute His Threatenings, and to fulfil His Pro-
mifes ! — But when HE that Speaks, — that
‘T'hreatens, — that Promifes, is none lefs than
the suprexE GOD, every Thing puts on an-
other Afpect.—Then every Word acquires un-
known Weight |—His Inftitutions challenge the

evouteft Performance.—This flamps a Gran-
deur, 2nd puts an_infinite Value upon HIS Ex-
ample 2nd PLﬁCEptS —This gives a ‘Fulriefs, a

Suficiency, and glertous Perfcétion to the Satif-
faCtion HE has made for 8ins.—This makes;tl‘e
Method of Salvation HE has appomted warthy
of all Acceptation j—worthy the Conirivance, of
unfearchable YWifdom ; — .a.*orthy the Acqopl-

plifoment of unbounded Goodnefs; and worthy
of th: Dependance of the wicle Race of fallen

iuun,—on which they may fur«'-w comfortably,

joyfully reft 21l thei pres and Erpe&atlon herc,
and hereafter,

qmc... then this Point is of fuch exceedmg ngaI:
..;Iomeqt, it concerns Us to be thoroughly, im-
movezbly founded in the Belief of it !|—Let Us

then CG}.iﬁdu {ome of the main Arguments which
render
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tender the blefled Truth fure, and undeniable ,-u-
which may abundantly convince, and affure Us—

* that our SAVIOR is GOD, or (as my Text
has it ), that GOD is our SAVIOR

I fhall prove this,
I, From the Works HE wrought.

II. From the Honors that were paid HIM
- III. From the Nature of HIS Madlatorlal

Office.

I. We have an evident Proof of our LORD’s
Divinity from the Works HE wrought,

I. From the Miracles HE wrought,

TI. From His foretelling Things to come.: .

III. From His forgiving bins, .

IV. From His knowing and fearchmg t'hc
Heart, 1 |

I. WE have an Evidence of CHRIST s! Di=
vinity from the' Miracles-HE wrought.—Not ofe,.
ar two, but  ALL Manner of miraculous -Opera~-
tions were done by Curist.—They were :the:
daily Triumphs of His ‘Art, the continual-Iflues
of His Divine Power, and Goodnefs.—Now, as
ordinary Works fhew the Ingenuity of the W'ork-.

.....

CHRIST declare the Dwm;ty of thl_S __,gg{:a_[:,
PerFoRMER,~HE heals ftubborn, inveterate,

long .contraéted Difeafes in an Inftant !—Nay,
+ B 2 | HE
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HE heals Difeafes, that human Art pronouriced
incurable, only with a Word | —HE opens the
Eyes that were born Blind, and pours Day upon
thofe fightlefs Orbs!*—HE cleanfes the filthy
Lepers with a powerful Touch ;—Yes, at His
fovereign T'ouch the noyfome Cruft falls off, and
the Blood purifies in the Veins; the Flefh be-
comes clear as the Flefh of a little Child ; and
the whole Habit of vitiated Nature is correfted
in a2 Twinkling of an Eye.—Not all the Drugs
in the World ;—or the Simples that grow upon
a thoufand Hills, could have wrought fuch a
Cure! But CHRIST fends His Word, His all
commanding Word, and heals|—The racking-
Difeafes are turned into perfe& Eafe.—~The en-
feebling Difeafes into vigorous Health! Nay,
the very Touch of His Cloathes ftaunches the If-
. {ue of Blood.—Phyficians had been confulted,
Art had made its utmoft Efforts, and confefied
it{elf baffled |—But that which was impra&icable
to Phyfic, was effeted by the Hem of our Sa-
vIioRr’s Garment! +

ButDifeafes of the Mind, aremore difficult to be
reftored, as well as more grievous to be endured

than Diftempers of the Body! Behold then, the
ALMIGHTY PHYSICIAN healing the Luna-

tics l—Thofe that are funk in Melancholy, or

¢ John ix, s 6, 7~ T Mark v, 24.and 34.
agitated
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agitated with a precipitate Madnefs, HE reduces
to their right Senfes !

But Dzmons are more powerful than bodily
Diforders,—Why here as a Demoniac! He cuts
himfelf with Flints, and ftrikes Terror into all
that comes near Him |—He burfts the ftrongeft
Chains as {corched Thread,—And as for his Fet-
ters, they are as rotten Stubble to Him | Among
the Tombs He rambles, and never ceafes Day,
nor Night, — Behold! The adorable. JESUS
{peaks, and the Dzmon departs !~-The. Poor
harafled Mortal returns to his right Mind,. and
enjoys the calm Pofleflion of his own Soul.—
He that before was more frantic, and unmanage-
able than the favage Beafts, now becomes meek,
and gentle as 2 harmlefs Lamb *.—Let paflionate
People remember this, and apply to CHRIST ! —
Oh! How often does Paffion drive them- head-
Jong upon the moft unreafonable PraQices ; they
can {carce cure this headftrong Sally of their Spi-
rits ;—but CHRIST can both reftrain and fub-
due them.

But the Dead aré in a more defperate State,
than thofe affliGted with Sicknels |—T here is lefs
Hope of their reviving, than of the Dzmoniacs
being difpoflefled.—Lo.! then, our LORD ex-
tends His Power to the Grave! HE bids Death
furrender his Captives.—His Word fefches back

®* Mark v, 4o =
B 3 the
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the departed Spirits.—HE re-enkindles the ex«
tinguithed Lamp.—The congzaled Blood re-
news its Flow. The icy Flefh is re-animated
with new Warmth; and Lazarus’s putrifying
Limbs recover their long refigned Achivity *.—
See then, Ye, who are flow of Heart to believe
the GODHEAD of our SAVIOR, here is a
Spirit come back from rhe invifible World on
purpofe to bear Witnefs totheimportant Truth | —
The dead Bodies arife from the Duft at His aw-
ful Cell, and atteft His infinite Power; and will
be the everlafting Reproach, if they are not the
cleareft Conviction of ail Inhdelity.

But can the verieft Elements underftand

CHRIST’s GODHEAD. GOD oftentimes
fays, that HEe hslis the /¥ uter in the Hollow of bis
Hard+.---That He gathereth the VW inds in His Fifi { ;
that He IValks upon the IVings of the Whirlwind{.—
Nowdo thelcobey the LORD JESUSCHRIST?
I fhzll only produce one Inftance that may ferve,
inftead of all.—'Tis peculiarly proper for them
to confider, that occupy their Bufinefs in great
W.ters, whofe Lives and Fortunes feem to lay
{o much ar the Mercy of the Winds.

[t us read at our Leifure the eighth Chapter
cf St. Matthew |—With what grand, and mag-

* Jehn x1. 29, 30, T I xh 12, I Prov. xxx. 4.
b Pi,xvil, 10,

nificent
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nificent Images do the 23d. and the following
verfes prefent us!—The Winds roaring.—The
Waves raging.—T he Ship tofled by the one and
dafthed by the other ;—while it is even covered
by the rolling Seas.—The poor Shipmen at their
Wits-end ; under all the Aponies of fear jwmm
Confufionintheir Faces, Defpairintheir Voices,~
When, lo! The Holy Jefus awoke from his
Sleep l—He faw Deftruction approaching from
every Quarter, but was nothing daunted.—Hz
{aw the Horror and Amazement of His Compa-
nions, but without being at all terrified.—When
Heaven and- Earth were mingling; His Soul
was all this while ferene!—~Fearfulnefs, and Dread
had overwhelmed the Sea-faring Men ; but their
ILORD abode in fweet undifturbed Tranquility.—
Behold ! HI: arifes from his Pillow with fuch a
Majefty, ana ;Sedatenefs, as flowed only from the
Confcioufels of His Almighty Power.—Could
an Infidel have feen the Graqdeur, and divine
Sercnity, that now fat on our REDEEMER’s -
Countenance, {ure the Sight muft have fetched
Him on his Knees, and have brought from his
Lips an Acknowledgment of his great Divinity ¢,
Hark !—HE {peaks !|~——The warring Elements re-
vere His Accents, and liften to the folemn Voice!
‘I"he raging and refounding Waters cannot drown

it!  ‘The impetuous and headlong Winds cannot
B s difipate
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diffpate it; nor dares the mighty Tempeft difo=
bey it !~—In an Inftan:, the Winds are hufht; the
Seas fubfide : The Storm ceafes, and gently glldes
away into a great Calm!

On this Occafion, how properly may we ufe
the Pfalmift’s beautiful Expoftulation! What
aileth thee, O thou Sea, that thou fledefi,* and Ye
furious Winds, that Ye were driven back !-~Ye
raging Winds, that you funk into Silence!—
And thou boiling Deep, that thou walt {fo {ud-
denly, fo perfeCtly calm!-—Was it the Injunc-
tions of a Man, that thou regardeft 7—Was it a
mortal Tongue that reached to thy utmoft Shores,
and pierced to thy loweft Deeps, and controuled.
thy inconfiderate Motions ! —Doft thou ftand in
Awe of a Son of Adam ?—~Thou, that haft buried
Millions of their floating Carcafes in a watry
Grave!'—Q, no! This was the LORD’s do-
ing!—It was the incarnate DEITY that fpoke!
—The Earth, (fays an infpired Writer,) fhall
tremble at the Look of Him—If HE does but
touch the Mountains, they fhall Smoke '~~And,
no Wonder then that the World of Waters ob-

ferve His Commands, and was dutifully fubmifs
five to His Hic DEecREE.

- See then, the Seas adore the BLEssED JEsus!

The immen{e Deep confefs His Arm to be oma-
nipotent, His Command to be uncontroulable j=a=

* Pfalm cxiv, -3,

4™

and
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and {o His glorious DiviNiTy unqueftionable,~=
Let us, when we hear the fweeping Winds, and
view the tremendous QOcean, call to Mind this
marvellous Inftance of our LORD’s irrefiftible
Dominions !---Let us at fuch. Times, lifc our
Voice, and laud the Blefled Jefus, in the {olemn
Language of the Pfalmift ¢ The Waters faw
< thee, O GOD, the Waters faw thee, and were
S #¢afraid: The Depths alfo were obedlent, and
:‘1 :'m Hed at thy great Rebuke,” -
V251 -fhall leave my dear. Readers, with. thefe
Thoughts upon their Minds<--hoping they will

ferve to beget high, and adoring Notions of their
glorious REDEEMER !---Only thall obferve,

that what has been mientioned may inftruét the
Sailor, whom to addrefs in the Hour of Danger!
May alfo teach him the Wifdom of fecuring an

Intereft in the LORD JESUS CHRIST, whofe
divine Word, even the Winds, and Sea obey,

Vo, P e B
i'-. _’. ‘*l_ih' .
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The Divinsty of CHRIST.

Titus I. 3. GOD our SAVIOR.

RO M thefe Words we took Occafion to
corndider that great, and glorious Article of
our Religion, the GopHEAD of its AUTHOR j---
the Divinity of CuRrisT, as it was moft convinc-
ingly apparent from the Miracles He wrought,---
Let us now proceed to fhew how it is further
Evident,
I. From His foretelling Things to come,
1I. ¥rom His forgiving Sins.

ITI. From His kunowing and fearching the
Heart.

I, Our Lord Jefus Chrift’s Divinity is evident
from His foretelling Things to come.---Who
but GOD 1s poficfled of this Power !---Yet the
ford Jfefus Chnit exercifed it on innumerabie
Ovccaltons !-—~Nay, St. Peter, declares, it was the
SeiriT of CHR1sT, which enabled all the anci-
ent Prophets to difcover future Things i-~-A Ray

from
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from his all-comprehending Wifdom gave them
their borrowed Infight into Futurity.---CHRi1sT
knew beforehand the Death HE fhould fuffer:
And gave a particular Defcription of it !---HE faw
the Crown of Thorns long before they were
platted !---HE was apprized of the rugged Nails,

long before the Soldiers fharpened the Points, or
hammered them through his Bones,---HE {poke

of the cruel Buffettings, the defpiteful Spittings,
and the vile Indignities long before the infolent

Moultitude made Him undergo them,---HEg warn=~" |

ed Peter of his perfidioufnefs long before it was
brought into Aétion!---And not only fpoke of
his Refurre&ion, but fixed the precife Time of -
its taking Place.---Long before its Deftruction,
He {aw the utter ruin of Jerufalem.---HE faw
the hoftile Troops befieging their Walls ;---The
Roman Standard entering their Temple ?---HE
faw their ftately Buildings levelled with the
Ground ;---the unexampled Slzughter of its mife-
rable Inhabitants.---He faw the impending Ven-
geance of Heaven before it fell, and the difmal
Diftrefs of the devoted Jews before it overtook
them,~--All this HE faw, and gave a particular
Predi&tion of it, when the Kxecutions of this
Vengeance was fcarcely born! DSo particular a
Predi¢tion that it looked more like a Hiftory of

what was paft, than a Prophecy of what was to
come ! |

Behold
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Behold then, the Lord Jefus in this noble Point
of Light!---Behold Hin in his prophetic, aLL
foretelling Character!---His Eye runs forward
through all the downward Tradls of Futurity !---
With a wondrous Survey HE looks into 4ll, even
the moft remote Contingencies !---HE {aw what
future Ages will produce, and what Nations yet
Unborn will aét i---And is not this the adorable
Gor. Before whom all Things are naked, and
open!-~-To whom future Time is prelent !---
Perfons unborn, are as though they exifted !—
Who fees the Events that are unthought of as
ciearly as when they are accomplifhed !—Who
in the Scripture Phrafe calls the Things that are
not, as though tney were ==

II. The Divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift is
further evident from his forgiving. Sins l—When
Mofes proclaims the Name of GOD, that GOD
who led Ifrael through the Defert,—who wrought
all the Miracles in Egypt, and Wonders in the
Tield of Zoan, what does He ftile Him !---Why
this is the glorious Charaéter He afcribes to Him,
—7 e Lorp, thz Lorp Gob, merciful and graci-
sus--~long fuffering, abundant in Goodnefs and Truth,
Forgiving Iniguity, Tranfgreffion and S /¥~ We fee
“us the fole Property of the adorable Gob to for-
give Sins! This is a Part of His incommunt-

% Ixod, xxuv,. 6,

cable
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cable Glory.~~-This is His Memorial, that
whereby He will be kdown through all Genera-
tions I---Now is not CHRIsT invefted with this
Privilege,---How often does HE fay to the mifer-
able Obje&s brought to Him, Be of goed Cheery
thy Sins are forgiven thee {---How does HE always
ratify this permiffion, by working an immediate
Miracle.---S¢ that if any fhould fay, a cunning
Impoftor may fpeak.fuch Words, and pronounce
a Form of Abfolution:---Why, to ftop the
Mouth of this Obje&ion, GOD fets his Seal to
the Grants the Difeafe is inftantly cured, and
becomes a glorious Credential of our Lord’s Pre-
rogative,~--The Fetters of Lamenefs falling off,
from the Legs, or the thick Veil of Blmdnefs '
vanithing from the Eyes, proclaim his  equal
Power to blot out the Hand Writing of Sin that
is againft us,---

Was CHRIST a mere Man, Oh! VVhat in~
tolerable Arrogance were this! ’Tweuld be the
very T'ranfcript of Lucifer’s Pride !---1t would be
a moft atrocious Encroachment upon. the un-
created Honors of the Deity!---And would the
‘T'hunders keep filence ?---Would the Lightnings:
fleep, if CHRIST, being a Man only, had thus.
made Himf{elf equal with GOD? No!---We
find the Earth opening, and fwallowing up Das
than and Abiram, for a vaftlylefler Crime !-~-For
no other Reafon, but becaufe they intrenched

upon

%
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upon the prieftly Office, and prefumed to offici-
ate in the Order of Aaron !---1f GOD fo feverely
avenged this Piece of bold Prefumption, judge,
how much more dreadfully He would have pu-
nith.d Jesus CHrist for an infinitely greater,
and more favage Prefumption !--.But inftead of
that, He declares Him to be His dearly beloved
Son!---Hg commands all Creatures to honor the
Son, as they honor the Father.---A plain Proof,
that this Practice was no unwarrantable Invafion
of the divine Prerogative; but an Acknowledge-
ment of his juft, and updoubted Right !---
Come then, let Us fall on our Knees at his
Footftool !---Let us be ftruck with Reverence,-
and pay Him the Homage due to his divine Na-
ture! For who can forgive Sins, but Gob alone!
Who, but the offended SOVEREIGN can pardon
Rebellious, and fpare the Rebel? Who but the
Lord can remit :he Debt, and difcharge the
Debtor 1---By this then we know, and are {ure
that Chrift is the eternal SovirEeigN, and LorD
of ALL, becaufe, Hs pardons cur Offences, and
remits our Trefpafles !---In his own Name, HE
iffucs out an A&t of Grace, and proclaims a gene-
ral Indemnity to poor penitent Sinners.---And

can we any longer doubt of His being Ixmg of
Heaven fe»-

I11, The
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I11. The Divinity of CHRIST is evident from
his knw}ing and fearching the Hearts of Menl--=
The Pfalmift reckons it as one of the incommu-
ni~able - Attributes of Jehovah, that He knoweti
the Thoughts of Man; -and did not the ever blefled
Jefus exercife this'Power ?---Did not He perceivé
the Thoughts of Men), before they were framed
into-Words, or cloathed with Language ?---Did
not He dive into their deepeft Déﬁgﬁs ?---Did
not ‘he " peretrate through all their Difguifes,
and difcover the latent ‘Spiing of all their Ac-
tions-?-=-Yes !---The Mind sof Men were naked
beforé Him, ---Nothmnr efcaped His all-fearching
Oblervation.---Even the hidden Springs‘of Dark+
nefs were clear as the Day; tranfparent as the
pure cry{’tal to His divine Eje!---HE told the
Muliitudes that flocked to him, by what corrupt
Prmmples they were: ftimulated ; that: they fol*
lowed himi, ~-- not to ‘hear his inftru&ive: Dll'-
courfés, butit'be fed with the Loaves ‘---HE faw
the'mkrtherous Ihtentmns of the Phanfees, whlle
~ they weré ‘only hatchmg them in their dark Bo-
fomst---HE knew _%rdas to be a: Traytor, in
{pite: of. all his artful Difguifes, and {pecious Hy-
pocﬂfyf--- Others looked upon-him as a holy
Preacher, and as a-Saint of the firft Rank “but
HEL percewed, and - pmnounced him to be.a De-

vil, long before the devilith Nature brohe out {0
notonoufly -

1 Agam,
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Again, The Scriptures declare, that the Hear't of
Manis inthe Hand of the Lord; that the Preparatis
ons of the Heart of Man are of the Lorp JEHO-
vaH; that GOD only cangive a new Heart, andcre-
ate a right Spirit-within Men.---But how often has
Chrift done this, and thereby evinced Himfelf to
be that OMNIPOTENT BEING, to whom
nothing is impoffible? Did HE not turn.the
Hearts of all the Difciples to his blefled Self
only with a2 -Word.---Did HE not engage.them
to leave their Kindreds and Parents ; to quit their
own Home ;---to abandon their Trade,~--and. re-
linquifh all that they had in the World, -on pur-
pofe to follow Him, wherefoever HE went f---
How did He prevail wuh them to make this ab-
folute Renunciation #---Did He ufe powerful
Perfuafives, and enticing ‘Arguments {-<-No!---
HEe only fpeaks, and it is done.---Follow me, HE
cries; and immediately they throw up all their
worldly Interefts,---bid Adieu to their neareft
Relations, and refign all that is valuable in this
Life 1---HE {peaks, and the T'ies of Nature drop
off ;---the Bonds of natural Affection are diflolv-
ed; Children forfake their Parents, and cleave
unto a ftranger 1--->T'was onl y-a Word ;---but a
Word clothed withOmM~iroTENCY; fuchaWord
as that ALL creating Word, which faid in the Be-
ginning, Let there be Light, and there was Light ;
Let there be 2 World, and a World there was!

| Agam;
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Again, Did not a Look from our Lord’s Eye,
renew the Heart of Zaccheus ?---The Holy Scrip=
tures reprefent Him as an” Oppreflor, and Extor-
tioner: One who made it his Bufinefs to grind
the Faces of the Poor, and raife him{elf a Fortune
by all Manner of unjuft Prallices. One would
almoft defpair 6f recalling fo egregious a Sinner.---
A Sinner, that was hardened in Villainy, and a
Veteran in Iniquity.---But, behold, a Glance
from Chrift’s Eye converts him! He climbed the
T'ree a Sinner, and came down the Tree 2 ne
Lreature- A compaffionate and powerful Loo‘%
from the Sun of Righteoufnefs renewed the Tem-
per of his Soul, juft as the vifible Sun renews the
Face of the Earth, when it rifes glorious, in the
Months of 3pring.---The moft eloquent Orators
have often complained of the Hardnefs of Men’s.
Iearts ; even Ifaiah himfelf, the moft fublime, and
pathetic, I fuppofe, that ever-pleaded for GOD,
and Goodncfs ; he even complains of the Infenfi-
bility of Men’s Minds, how unaffe&ted they were
awith his Doltrine; yea fteeled againft his Threat-
nings, and deaf to-his Perfuafions, infomuch, that
they could make no Impreflions upon them,---But
what that glorious Prophet could not effedt, with
all the Force of Language, divine and in{pired
Language ; behold! the blefled Jesus accomplifhes
with a piercing View from his Eye,---Oh the un-
knowa Power of Jesys Curist! To turn the,
I L Heart,

Fs
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Heart, the obdurate, finful Heart; and only with
a Look: Who can deny Him the Glory of the
GODHEAD, who thus poffeffes the unalienable
Attribute, and exercifes the unparallelled Pewer
of the GODHEAD ?---His Eye fees.through the

difguifed Heart!---His Eye reforms the vicious

Heart. His Eye does all thefe Things, and is it
not Divine?

Oh! that we who have heard, may alfo experi-
ence the Power of it! That Curist would caft
down 2 powerful Look upon us all, and fend us
@very one to our Houfes new Men: fend Home
the Proud ‘hl-l:ﬁlble | the Ignorant enlightened, the
Carelefs awakened, and quickened.,

To conclude, We have feen our LorD JESUS
CHR1sT’s abfolute, and unlimited Dominion over
the Kingdoms of Nature, the Powers of Hell, and
the Hearts of Men.---We have feen Him healing
fuch bodily Difeafes as were to s incurable,---
Quelling the tumultuous Winds, and calming the
tempeftuous Seas, which are to us yet more un-
controulable.---Difpoflefling Devils, which are of
all malicious Beings, moft formidable.---We have
beheld HIM, looking Souls into newnefs of Life,

---dpeaking Tempefts into an immediate Calm,
Touching inveterate Diftempers into perfe&
Health ; commanding Devils from human Bodies,
and human Bodies from the Putrefa&tion of the

Grave. And can we- forbear, oh! can we any
longer
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longer forbear falling at his Knees, and crying
out with Thomas, My L.orp, anp My Gon?

We have heard Him foretelling remote Contin-
gencies ;---difcovering the Secrets of Futurity;
and is not this the OMNISCIENT GOl)?---
We have heard Him difpenfing Pardon to guilty
Sinners, cancelling the Debts of Men, and Books
of Heaven; and is not this the OMNIPOTENT
GOD P-----rYes? 'Tis undoubtedly fo! It cannot
be otherwife.---Thefe are as unequivocal Proofs
~of His Divinity; as his {leeping and waking arg
Evidences of His Manhood !---He that ”

Works all Manner of Miracles,

Foretells Things to come,

‘That forgives Sins,

That knows the Heart, and changes 1t too,
muft be GOD, the true, everlafting, and infi-
nite GOD,=-~ |

Let me now earneftly intreat you to lay deep
in your Memories this glorious Truth, and the
convincing Arguments that fupport it.---Medi-
tate on them.---Let them fink deep into your
Hearts; imprint them in lively Charalters never
to be effaced.~---So fhall we be better prepared for
the further Profecution, and the practical Im-
provement of this important Subje&, 1f we live to
another Lord’s Day.---Or if our Days be num-

bered, and our Souls required before another Sab-
C2 bath
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bath approaches, we fhall quit the World, with
lefs Reluctance, and enter into Eternity with

more Readinefs, if we always remember that our
REDEEMER is fupreme,--~-That our R E-

DEEMER is the GOD that will judge us, and
difpofe of us everlaftingly ; not according to our
own Worthinefs, but according to his own-rich,
and {uperabundant Mercies; thofe Mercies, which
he moft illuftrioufly, moft marvelloufly difplayed,
when GOD was manifefted in the Flefh, juftified

1n the Spirit, feen of Angels, preached unto thg
Gentile World, believed on in the World, and
received up into Glory.

S E R-
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SERMON IIL
The Divinity of G H R I § T.

Titus I 3. . GOD ovr SAVIOR.

ID I krow any Subje&t of greater Glory,

or of equal Importance; I fhould not de-
fire your ‘Confideration a third,and fourth Time, .
on the Divinity of JESUS CHRIST.—But.
there is no Do&rine of Chriftianity, that fo well
deferves our admiring Attention—no Point of
Faith that we bave fo much need t6 be grotinded
and rivetted in!=—None that difplays the terrible,.
and amiable Attributes of the everlafting GOD
like this!|—None that gives fuch a Dignity to
Chriftian Religion ;—and declares the ineftimable
Worth of the human Soul like this! None yields
fo dreadful a View of GOD’s inexorable Juf-
tice ;-—or fo {weet 2 View of his infinitely tender
Compaflions!-—None can flafh {fuch Terror into
the Heart of an obdurate Sinner, or pour fuch
Confolation into the Heart of a'drooping Peni-
teiit !==None fo exalts the GREAT REDEE<

C 3 MER;
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MER; fo debafes fallen Man;—fo powerfully

promotes the Pra&ice of true Holinefs—But,
hold—Let ME not attempt to fet forth the fu-
pereminent Excellency, and Ufefulnefs of this
glorious T'ruth !=—Lips cannet fpeak it!—Eter-
nity will not difcover it!—Let us rather proceed
according to our firft Purpofe to confider fome
of the other Arguments, which prove and illuf-
trate it.— I hough in ftri€t Equity there is need
of no other Proof, than the Words of my Text.
—Let it be inftead of a thoufand Arguments—
that Scripture, unerring, infallible Scripture,
has declared that Gop is our Savior.—All the
Powers of Hell are unable to blot eut this from-
the Bible!—Why then fhould any Cavils of Men
be able to erafe the Belief of it from our Hearts ?

But to proceed.—The Divinity of our LorD
Jesus CHRIST is evident,

II. From the Honors that were paid Him, -

II1, From the Nature of His Mediatorial
Office.

11, From the Honors paid Him.
1. By Men on Earth.

I1. By all Nature at his Death.
III. By all the Angels in Heaven.

I. Our LORD JESUS CHRISTs Divinity

i evident from Honors paid Him by Men on
2 Earth.;"



The Divimity of C H R 1 8 T. 23

Earth,—How often do We find People falling
down before Him, and worfhipping Him ?—
How often do the Apoftles call Him Gob ?—
How often do the Prophets give Him that honor-
able Title !—What does Thomas mean by his
devout Acknowlegement, when throwing Him-
felf at the Feet of JEsus CurisT in a Pofture
of Adoration, He cries out, My LorD, anND
MY Gop?—What can Saint John mean, when
He fays—THE WoRD was Gop?—~When He
attributes the Creation of all Things to Him
and declares that not a fingle Being was made
without Him ?-—Why does St. Paul cry out with
Admiration,—~Great is the Myflery of Godlinefs,
Gop MANIFEST IN THE Frisu? — What
(Gop ?—Why the great Gop, the infinite Gop,
undoubtedly !—"T'is this, and this. only, that
makes His Incarnation, fo unconceivable a My(-
~ tery,~—otherwife there would be nothing fo inex-
preflibly ftrange in it.~———Why are Infants bap-
tized in Chrift’s Name, as well as in the Name
of the Father, and the Holy Ghoft?—~Did We
proufly, or inmucently devote our tender Offspring
to Him in this folemn Manner, if He were not
really, truly, ftri¢tly Gop ?=It would be Ido-
latry to offer flain Bullocks, or bleeding Goats
at his Altar, if He were not the TRUE, the
GREAT JEHOVAH;—and fure it would be 2
more crying Idolatry to dedicate our Children-to

C 4 ~ His
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His Service in the everlafting Covenant, if Hg
were not the true, the great JEHOVAH.—
TWhat means that. apoftolical Benediftion, which
1s the Clofe of almoft every Epiftle?—The Grace
of our Lorp Jesus CurisT, and the Love of
Gop, and the Communion of the Hory GHosT,.
be with You 2!l evermore—Amen? Is not
Curist here fent on an equal Footing, with
the uncreated Gop, and the SpIrRiT that pro-
ceedeth from Him f—Does not the whole Bent
of the facred Writings honor the Sow, as they
honor the FATHER !—Do not Perfons infpired,.
and uninfpired, Prophets, and Apoftles confefs.
his GODHEAD ?—Does not the whole Church,-
throughout 21l the World acknowlege his Divi-
nity f—Yes !—T hey unanimoufly pay HimM di-
vine Worfhip,---z{cribe unto Himdivine Honors,.
and {o unanimouily allow His Divine Nature.

II. The Divinity of the LORD JESUS
CHRIST 1s evident from the Honors paid Him
by all Nature at His Death.---Even when He
hung upon the Crofs---numbered,---but not an
Accomplice with "Iran{greffors!---In that laft
Degree of His Humiliation, what clear Demon--
ftrations of His GODHEAD, may an impar-
tial Obferver difcern.~--Oh! how did His Divi-
nity break thro’ thefe thick Clouds, and illuftri-
oufly difplay itfelf!-=-Hg appeared to be GOD:

' - O¥CE
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over all, blefled for ever, when He ftood cone
demned with the vileft of Menj and was made:
a Criminal for our Sakes!---Hark!---How He
comforts the penitent T hief!---With what a juft
Affurance He .promifes Him an Admiffion into-
Paradife!---Behold, the wonderful SUFFERER &
---Glorious, moft fublimely glorious, even in his.
Infamy!---Powerful, infinitely powerful, tho’
erucified in Weaknefs'---Behold Him difpofing-
of the celeftial Blifs, even while HE is bathed in
his own Blood,—tore with Nails ; and expiring
in Torments !—Thofe Hands, which were faft-
ened with Irons to the fatal Tree,—thofe Hands:
fnatched a poor Soul from the very Jaws of De-:
ftrution, and opened to Him the Gates of Blifs ¥
—Who can this be that hath the Keys of Hea-
ven, and Dominion over the Devil ?=~Who can
this be,~—but the King of Glory—the Lorp oF
HosTs, the Gop, and Ruler of all Things! :
Behold alfo the whole Creation {ympathizing
with his Sufferings.—The Rocks rending at his
bitter Cry!—"The (raves open when HE finks.
in Death 1—"The Vail of the Temple is tore afun-~-
der, when the filver Cord of his Life is loofed e
The Sun withdraws at the Horror of his Agonies,
and leaves the aftonifhed World in Darknefs ! :
And is not this the great (GoD ?—Did ever the:
whole Face of Nature go into mourning for any,
but its CREATOR !—The Centurion before an..
Infidel,
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Infidel, now becomes a Believer I-—He now is
convinced of the Divinity of the BLEsSED JEsus:
— T hefe aftonifhing unheard of Events, overcome
his Prejudices.—~He fmites upon his Breaft, and
full of Wonder proclaims aloud, ¢ Truly this was
¢¢ the SoN oF Gop.”—The Declaration of Dio-
nyfius is well known, and yet well worthy to be
repeated on the Occafton.---That Philofopher
ebferved the prodigious Eclipfe, that attended our
RepeeMER’s Crucifixion, and affirmed, that
cither Nature was diflolving, or the GOD of
Nature dying.---Here we fee the very Elements
recognizing the Suffering Savior’s Divinity,
and fpeak terribly His GopHEAD in fearful Pro~ -
digies.~-=T he very Heathens fmite with the pro--
digious Sights, join in the Acknowlegements,and
proclaim Him very Gob, oF 'vEry Gob.

IIL. The Divinity of our Lorp JesusCurist,
is evident from the Honors paid Him by the An-
gels in Heaven,~—-Could I clear the Skies, and
fhew You the Tranfa&ions of the celeftial World ;
---what a Flood of Conviétion would break upon
your Souls f--~Oh: could the Man of Arian
Principles behold the divine Honors, that are
offered to the blefled Lorp JEsus in the Regions
of Life, and Immortality.---There, all the hea-
venly Hofts render Him their inceffant Tribute
of Homage, and Adoration,---There’s no Ambi- -

tion,
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tion, no Strife among thofe blefled Spirits jera
but who fhall fall loweft athis Footftool, or raife
their Voices higheft in His Praifes.---Gop has
protefted with his own awful Mouth, that His -
Honours HE will not give to another.---Yet Hn
has commanded the holy Angels to worfhip the
Lorp JEsus !---What then can we conclude-=«
from this Proteftation, and this Command---but
that Gop, the FATHER, and the ever blefled
Son are one ?---That the Lorp JEHOVAH, and
the Lorp JEsus are the fame undivided glorious
GODHEAD 1---That whatever is done to the
one, is done to the other,---Let all the Angels -
of GOD worfhip Him, faith the Holy Ghoft.--~
O wonderful Words 1---So glorious is 2 fingle
~ Apgel, that when one of thefe illuftrious Beings
appeared to St. Jobn j---{truck with a reverential
Awe, HE fell proftrate, to the Earth, and would
have adored him !---O think then, think again,
and again, how glorious the BLESSED JEsus is,
who is worfhipped, by unnumbered Armies of
thefe Godlike Creatures !---I beheld, faith St. .

John in the Revelations, and I heard a Voice of -
many Angels round about the ‘Throne, and the
Beafts, and the Elders, and the Number of them
was ten thoufand Times ten thoufand ; and
thoufands of thoufands, ‘faying with a loud
Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to recesve
Power, and Riches, and HWifdom, and Strength, and

. Henor
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Honor and Glory, and Bleffing.— And every Creature

which is in Heaven, and on Earth, and under the
Earth, and fuch as are in the Sea, and all that are
i them, beard I [aysng—Bleffing, and Honor, and
Glory, and Peower, be unio Him that fitteth upen the
Tbrone, and unto the LAMB for ever and ever® -~
Let the Deift hear this, and tremble I---Let the
Chriftian hear this, and rejoice I---The Laus
that was flain, is the Obje& of univerfal Adora-
tion !---Heaven refounds with His Praifes | The
Harps of Cherubim and Seraphim are tuned to
celebrate His Perfe&ions ! Thrones and Domini-
ons, Principalities and Powers bow to our exalted
REDEEMER, and Jay all theirCrownsat HisFeet! -

Let us now {fum up our Evidence, and take a
fuccinét View of the Glories, the divine Glories
of Jesus CarisT I---The Proofs, the incontef-
tible Proofs of His great Divinity.---See, the
Winds obeying Him ;---the raving Tempefts
revering his Words ;---the raging Seas finking
into a Calm at His awful Command: All Mana-
ner of Difeafes vanifhing at His facted Touch:
---Legions of Devils departing, and quitting their
long pofiefled Habitation at His Rebuke !--~The
Dead, yea, the putrifying Carcales arifing at his
Call, and returning to vigorous Life 1--- See

Him exercifing His prophetic Power,---pene-

trating the moft diftant Events ; and laying open

® Rev, v, 12, 13
1 the
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the Secrets of Futurity !---See Him fitting on a
Throne of Mercy, and forgiving Sins!-~-Can-
celling our Debts, and obliterating our Guilt ;===
crofing the Books of Heaven---and fealing a
Pardon to offending Man !---See Him, not only
looking into the Secrets of the Heart; but re-
vealing them with his Eye; telling them, as well
as difcerning them, with a piercing Glance !---
See Him, honoured as Gop, by the wifeft and
holieft Men on Earth,---by the infpired Wri-
ters, and univerfal Church!---See Him, ho-
noured at his Death, by rending Rocks, .open-
ing Graves,~--a darkened Sun, and the Con-
feflions of Heathens!---See Him, in his heavenly
Kingdom filling the Throne of unapproachable
(lory,---honoured by all the Hofts of Angels,
and adored by the innumerable Company of glo=
rified Spirits.---See, confider, and weigh all thjs ;
and then tell me, whether this JEsus can beany
other than GOD, the uncreated GOD, who s
over all, blefled for everl---Is not HE Gop,
who has the Keys of the Grave? Who holds
the Sceptre of univerfal Nature? Who has the
infernal Spirits in a Chain? And receives the
Homage of all created Beings f---Yes!-~-This
is a true Saying,---worthy of all Acceptation—

“proved beyond all Contradi&ion, that the fame
JEsus who came into the World to fave Sinners,
is the only living, and true Gop | Tis impof-
fible



0 The Divinity of C HR I § T.

fible for Words to exprefs—for Thoughts to
conceive 2 more comfortable, joyous Truth'!—
And I think it is equally impofiible fcr any
‘T'ruth to receive a more various, more ftrong,
more irrefragable Confirmation !

SERMON
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TitusI. 3. GOD our SAVIOR.

NCE more let me refume this noble Subje&.

~—We {hall then ceafe to difcourfe publicly
upon it—But, oh ! may We never, never ceafe

to meditate on it with all the Attention of an
humble, grateful, wondering Mind.—I would
not fufpect my dear Hearers, to be weary of fo
glorious a Topic,~I know, and am fure, they
that meditate on the Divinity of their dying
SAVIOR, cannot be wearied with the repeated
Contemplation of it 1---They will rather come
with augmented Pleafure, to every renewed Con-
templation of it l---The more ’tis underftood 3
the more it aftonithes, and ravifhes!--- New
Charms, new Glories, new Comforts are con-

tinually opening themfelves to the mufing Minod!
-e=U !
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---On! that We may henceforth ferioufly confi-
der it!—Then Ycu will not wonder that the
Preacher infifted on it {o often ; but rather won-
der that it fhould be ever out of his Mouth, or
your Thoughts! .

I come to the laft Thing propofled, namely,

I11. That our Lorp Jesus CHRIST’s Divi-
nity is evident from the Nature of his mediatorial
Office.—This mediatorial Office required that
He fhould

I. Bear the Wrath of GOD.

II. Make full Atonement for the Sins of Men,
and

III. San&ify their depraved fallen Nature!— -
None of which could be performed by any
created Being.

I. The Divinity of the Lorp Jesus CHRIST
is evident from His bearing the Wrath of GOD'!
—This the mediatorial Oﬂice required !—But
could a Creature do it —As well might a feeble
Feather fupport the tottering World.—Why, all

the Heavens are to GOD as Nothing and Vanity!
_—-?The Ezrih trembles at the Look of Him !—If

He do but touch the Mountains, they fhall
fmoke l—And could a Creature endure his fierceft
Wrazh }—His Wrath hurled Legions of apoftate
opirits, from the Heights of Heaven to the
Depths of Hell! And could 2 Creature, a mere

Creature
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Creature ftand uncrufhed under it *-—No more
than the alpen Leaf could arreft the ftripping
Whirlwind in its Courfe'—No more than the
Spiders Web could ftand firm, and impregnable
againft a Battery of Cannon !—Alas! were the
nobleft Creatures that are made, that can be made;
were they all to interpofe between us, and the
Sword of vengeful Juftice, it would cut its eafy
Way through all their Hearts, and drink the
Blood of the Saints.—Tell me, ye Angels, that
excel in Strength, could Ye have born the aveng-

ing Arm of OmyipoTENCE ! Durft the boldeft

Seraphs have attempted this vaft Enterprize ?—
Alas! the fierce Anger of the ALmIGaTY would
have confumed them as Tow, and burnt them

up as JStubble!.-Tis well then, my Soul,---
tis well for thee, and thy Fellow Tranfgreflors,
that thy MEepraTor was divine l---Otherwife,
thou wouldft ftill have been the Objeét of eternal
Vengeance,---And, ’tis fure, O my Soul; ’tis
equally fure, that thy MEDiaTOR is divine,
otherwife HE could never have fuflained the

Severity of inexorable Juftice, and have accom-
plithed it all for Us. '

II. The fame Divinity is proved from His
making full Atonement for the Sins of Men !---
Sin is a Breach of the divine Law; and nothing
but adivine Satisfaftion can atone for it, ---Sm

“ 4 D lg



24 The Divintty of C H R I § T.

is an Offence againft an infinite Majefty ; and:
therefore cannot be remitted, without an.infinite:
Reconciliation!---No Creature, no, not the high-
eft, and moft exalted could expiate fuch a Crime,.
or atone for fuch a Provocation!---The Life of
the nobleft Creature is of a contracted, fcanty
Value,---it bears no Manner of Proportion to-
the enormous, unknown Malignity of Sin!---
Belides the Life of a Creature is not its own !----
It 11 GOD’s Property.---So that fhould the
whole Race of Beings lay down their Lives;.
fhould they all become bleeding Vi&tims for
Mankind, 1t would only be reﬁtrmng what was-
none of their own :-s-Nothing more than giving:
up to GOD, what was Hrs own before!---HEg
would be under no Obligation toHis depending
Creatures for offering themfelves; but they would:
be under the greateft Obligation to- the DIvINE
Goobpxess for any Enjoyment of themlelves!.
---1t is imgofiible for the Blood of Bulls and
Goatsy cr for the Sufferings of any finite Being:
to teke awzy oimns!l---They cannot cancel one
“Trenfzrefien! They cannot make Reparation:
to GOD’s iioliners, for the leaft Violation of
i1'---But CHRIST hzs made full Satisfaéion!

---HE is the Lanis of GOD, that taketh away
the Sins---not of oie of"r.ndmcr Mortal, but of

2 whole offending World!-- His Death is 2 per-
felt Propiiiation, not lor one Iniquity---not for
- the-
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the unnumbered Iniquities of one Man; se--but
for the Sins and Iniquities of the whole Race of
Mankmdl---’Tzs fufficient to fatlsfy for them
all, if by a lively Falth they lay hold on it.
]udoethen how great that Perfon muﬁ be who
could expiate the' Guilt of Millions and Millions
of Sinners!---Whofe propitiating Blood -could
atone for numberlefs Offences, and purify a whole
World of Offenders !---Behold now the blefled
Jesus atoning for Sins:--- Atoning for all Man-
ner of Sins and Blafphemies, which Men com-
mit---atoning for the unnumbered Sins of ‘every
{ingle Believer---atoning for the more unhum-
bered Sins of all Believers, in every Age and
Generation---both thofe that preceded, and thofe
that fhall come after his Death!---Oh! confider

this, and tell me whether this Hicn PrigsT can
be a Creature!---Tell me, whether it is poflible

for Him to be lefs than GOD !---Sure that Blood

muft be divine, which is able to wafth away Guilt
of all Kinds!---Sure the Merit of thofe Sufferings
muft be infinite, which could an{wer the De-
mands of infinite Juftice!--~Sure that Satisfac-
tion muft be more than infinite, which made as
~ ample Reparation to the uncreated’ Holinefs as if
the whole Race of Sinners had been eternally
deftroyed!

I11. The Divinity of our LORD JESUS

CHRIST is evident from his fanQifying our
D> depraved
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depraved Nature !---CHRIST, faith the Apoftle,
is made to his faithtul People, Wifdom, and Rights
esufnefsy, and SanTification, and Redemption.---Now
confider what Sanctification is,-~-It is not a mere
outfide Decency of Behavior!---"T'is not a bare
external Conformity to the Laws of Religion!---
*Tis an inward Purity; fuch as removes, not
varnithes over the corrupt Nature!---"Tis a
hearty Love of GOD---an unfeigned Refigna-
tion, to his blefled Will!'—A cordial AffeGion
for all M:nkind for our common Creator’s Sake!
— T his State in Scriptureis called a New Crea-
ture!—To have this Change wrought in our
Minds 1s fiiled being born again!—Now, who
is it that can create this new Heart, but the all-
powerful GOD 7—None but GOD did make Us
living Creatures out of the Duft of the Ground!
—And none but GOD, can make Us true Saints
out of the Corruption of Sin.—Naturally We
are dead in Trefpafles and Sins !—Who then, or
what ean raife Us unto the Life of Righteoufnefs,
and true Holinefs!—Nothing, nothing but that
divine Power, that divine Voice, which fpoke
Lazarus from his Tomb, and the Widow’s Son
from his Bier.

Again, there is no fuch Thing as San&ifica-
tion without the Communications of the Holy
Ghoft!—'Tis the peculiar Office of that blefled
Spirit to fanlify cur Souls—nething but the -

' Beams
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Beams of His Light can expel the Darknefs;—
nothing but his cleanfing lufluences can purge
away the Filthinels of our diforde-red Souls! But

who can impart this great, and glorious Gift but
GOD ?!—Who can fend the thizd Perfon in the

ever blefled Trinity but the AtmicaTy !—Can
any Creature commiffion the ETerRNAL SPIRIT
to come down into our Heart: ?—Can any Crea-
ture give a Charge to the ETERNAL CoMFOR-
TER to take Poflefion of our Hearis!—Oh!
No!—David, and all holy Mcn have fought this
Vouchfafement only from GOD!—They knew
that as this Spirit proceeded only from GOD, fo
GOD alone could beftow it —But we find the
BLESSED JE:Us promifing to impart it before his
Paflion!—We find Him fulfilling the wonderful
Promife after His Afcention!—And can we
doubt whether He be GOD, or not? HE who
diffufes thele divine !nfluences muft furely be
divine!—TheApofiles prayed that the Holy Ghoft
might fall upon their Converts; but CHRIST of
his own Power gives Him to whomfoever HE
will !—They implored it ; but HE difpenfes it !~
They afked it fupplicantly;—but HE grants it
authoritatively !

We have executed our firft Defign, and fhewed
the Divinity of CHRIST,

I. From the Miracles Hz wrought.

11, From the Honors which were paid Him.
D3 111, From
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III. ¥rom the Nature of the mediatorial
Ofhce.

Let me only add a2 praltical Obfervation or
two, and I have done!—

1. The Divinity of CHRIsT may convince Us
of the extreme Guilt, and Depravity of fallen

Alan!~If it thould coft thoufands of Gold, and
unknown Quantities of coftly Drugs' to reftore
any One’s Health we fhould imniediately fay,
Oh ! how ftiangely, how inveterately was fuch 2
Patient difordered !—And may we not with equal
Juftice {2y, oh! how firangely depraved was that
Nature, how miferably falien from GOD,—
that fh.uld want 2 MepiaTor!—Oh! how
Joathfome, 2nd odious that Soul !l—How contrary
to inanite Purity, that could not breathe out a
Prayer with any Acceptance; without fuch an
INTERCESSOR to recommend it!

Remember this abafing Truth, and be hum-
bled! Thou art not fit to lift up the devouteft
Supplication, no, not on thy bended Knees to
the Maejefty of Heaven, till the EVERLASTING
Sox, becomes thy biceding Sacrifice below, and
thy interceeding Advocate above!—Can we carry
this in our Memory, and ftill be conceited! How
decp was the Pollution,—how ftrong the Stain
of our Sins, fince nothmg but a Bath of Blood

I dwme
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divine could fetch them out,—Let Us ever re-
member this, and be covered with inward shame!
—'Tis the ftrongelt Argument for a conftant
Self-Abafement!—"Tis the moft powerful Motive
to that Purity of Spirit which the Gofpel of
Jesus Curist inculcates,.and which has the
Blefling of feezng GOD pronounced upon it.

II. The-Divinity of JESUS CHRIST, fhews
‘Usthe infinite immenf{e Liove of the glorious GOD !
—One cannot think of it without Amazement)
—We are loft in Admiration to contemplate 1t !
—When we confider our own Meannefs, and
‘(3OD’s inconceivable ‘Greatnels: And yet are
.aflured that FE took human Infirmities for our
Sakes, that He cloathed Himserr in mortdl
Clay for our Redemption, even for ours, whoare
no better-than poor, polluted, breathing Duft!—
*T'is quite aftonifhing !—Stand in Amaze, Ye
.Heavens! Be wrapt in Wonder, O Earth!—And
be tranfported with Joy, O-ye Sons of Men!
GOD, even the infinite GOD, aflumed our
infertor Nature, and made His humble Abode,
in our infertor World '—All this HE fubmitted to
-only to reconcile Us to HIMSELF !—Prodigi-
ous Truth!—"Tis really too big for our mufing
Minds !-—Words are altogether unable to equal
it1—One is ready to afk the Angels to lend Us
their celeftial Eloquenge!— Admiration is the

D4 propercét
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propereft Language toexprefs it in ! — What |—
¢ did Gop, the great GOD, the infinite GOD
¢ —did HE become a Man—a Servant—a Sacri-
¢ fice for me? For me, who am a Sinner—who
¢ am defpifed by many of my Fellow Mortals—
‘“ who, when my Eyes are opened cannot but
‘¢ Joathe, and abhor myfelf '-——Let me think of
¢ it again ! For it cannot be admired enough !--
““ Did the GODHEAD, the glorious, and ado-
¢ rahle GODHEAD dwell in Flefh and Blood
¢ for my Sake? Did He give that facred Flefh
¢ and Blood, to Smart and Infamy, and Torture
¢ for my Salvation f—Did GOD thus regard
¢ Me in my low, my wicked, my undone Eftate?
¢¢ Ravithing Thought! Oh! that I had the Pe-
¢t netration of the Cherubim, that I might dive
¢« into the Depths, and foar to the Heights of
“¢ this moft myfterious Love! Oh! that I had
¢¢ the Heart of the Seraphim, that I might burn
¢ with Love, and glow with Gratitude in fome
<« Degree, becoming the infinite Obligation-—
¢ Oh! what fhall we render to the Lorp for
¢ thefe his fupendous Benefits 1™

Laftly, Let this great Truth, the Divinity of
Jesus CurisT, be the general,godly Confolation,
and Joy of all'—Let not the rich Men glory in
their Riches, but rather in the unutterable loving

Kindnefs of Gop ALMIGHTY towards them!—
Let
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Let this be more pleafing than all your Wealth—
that HeavEew itfelf thould ftoop, and be united to
Duft;—that the DivinviTy fhould clothe itfelf
in Your Flefh, and Blood, and all to endow You
with the Riches of Grace here, and the Riches °
of immortal Glory hereafter.

Remember- this, O ye poor Men, and rejoice.
—Though Ye are fometimes defpifed, and not
thought worthy to be fet with the Dogs of the
Flock; yet GOD bowed the Heavens, and came
down to ferve You!—Oh! whata Wonder to {ee
the Lord of Glory, the King of Angels, bleeding
for a poor Lazarus, that lies at the Door, and
begs for Crumbs!—Your wealthy Neighbors,
perhaps, might grudge to give a Piece of Gold
out of their Purfes to relieve You, but Gobp,
the fupreme Gop, gave His SON out of His
Bofom to fufter for You!—HE that was coequal
with the adorable Father, gave HimseLr to die
for You! Oh! let this exalt your Minds, and
cheer your Souls!—Never complain of yourlow
Condition, but rejoice in the immenfe Humilia-
tion of the ALMIGHTY in Your Behalf!

Let Sinners, penitent, returning Sinners, re-
member this, and be comforted |~ Your Iniquities
are many—Your Guilt is heinous;~but your
REDEEMER is infinite!—Hi1s divine Blood pleads
louder for Pardon, than all your Tranfgreflions
¢an cry for Vengeance!—Your Corruptions, it is

probable,
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probable, are flrong;—they are too mighty for
You:—but Your REpEEMER 1s Gobp!—Your

SAvIOR, is the adorable IMMANUEL !—Thro’
Him You may do great A&ts!—Thro’ Him,You
may lead Your Captivity Captive, and triumph
over thofe Lufts which have hitherto enflaved
You at their Willl—Be of good Cheer, in the
Lorp your REDEEMER, and be flrong in the
Power of his Might!

But let perfifting Sinners, remember this, and
be ftartled!-~—Oh! let them look,unto the divine

Jesus, and fee what they are doing! You are
running on in thefe Abominations, You make

light of thefe Violation’sof GOD’s Law, which

coft the INCARNATE DEeiTy fo much Agony

and Blood l—If by wicked Lives You crucify the
Sox of Gop a-frefh! If by Impenitence, and
Unbelief, You reject the only‘Atonement ; there’s
no Shelter for You when Gobp’s holy Difpleafure
arifes!—Nay, You will find that CurisT, who is
a Tower of Defence to others, will be a confum-
ing Fire to You'!—This Stone, if You are not
built upon it, in a holy Profeflion, will grind You
to Powder!—Curist muft be a Frundation to
{upport You, in a holy Faiih, or elfe, will be a

falling Ruin, to plunge You into Perdition.—
Let the true Believer remember this, and be
replenifhed with abundant Joy! You know, my
Beloved, whom You have believed! Your Faith
| | and
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and Truft are in GOD !—If indeed CuRrIsT Was
not Almighty, You were yet in your Sins!—His
Expiation would be void, and infignificant, and
all your bright, everlafting Hopes funk at once |—
But the reviving Doélrine, is as fure as Words
can make it! The fame Voice, -that fet faft the
Mountains, and upholds the Univerfe, has founded
it,—nor can the Gates of Hell, overthrow it—
Come then, let Us boldly make the glorious
Venture!—Let us ftake, our ALL, our eternal
Arv upon it! With a joyful Confidence, let Us
embark our Souls, and their immortal Interefts
on this Bottom!—DBe they all- loft—Ilet them all
perifh, if our REDEEMER be not Gop!—We

defire no better Security for our Salvation, than
the GODHEAD of our SAVIOR.

SERMON,
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Mark VI, 12. Tbey went cut and preacbed that
" Mn fhouid REPENT.

T "1 K greateft and moft excellent Preachers
* that ever appeared.in the World, wete John

the Baptift, our bleffed SAvioRr, -and his twelve
Apoftles. ’Tis very remarkable, that the firit
Subje&t they all difcourfed upon, the firft Duty
they all recommended, was REPENTANCE. ‘This
they urg’d not in a Corner, or among the little
Circle of their Acquaintance, but throughout all
the Land of Judea; in the larger Towns as well
as tn the fmaller Villages; to Perfons-of each Sex,
of every capable Age, and in every Station of
Life., Indeed,in all Places, and to all the Peo-
ple. From the former of thefe Obfervations we
learn the great Neceflity of Repentance. From
the latter, that it is neceffary for every Quality,
Rank, and Condition. Both which are fo often

declar’d in holy dcripture, that there is no one
2 | who
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who calls himf{elf a Chriftian, but readily acknow-
ledges it to be 2 moft obligatory Duty,

But the Misfortune is, People are apt to miftake
its Nature; and to content themfelves with the
Shadow inftead of the Subftance of Repentance.
If they {ometimes examine themfelves, and feel a
flight Sorrow for their Sins ; 1f they are con{cious
that they have made Confeffion, and afked Pardon
of the LORD ; they prefently imagine themfelves
to have done all that is required. But this No-
tion 1s 2 Delufion of the Devil’s, and thefe Men
deceive themfelves. And if they reft {atished
with this mean Attainment, their very Repent-
ance is to be reckoned among their Offences.
Yea, their very Repentance muft be repented of,
elfe that which they fondly fancy their decurity,
will betray them to utter Ruin.

To prevent therefore this fatal Error; and that

We may not fall into any Mis-appreheniions in
a Matter of fuch Moment, 1 fhall endeavour to
explain the true Nature of faving Repentance,
And fhew You what that was which the Apoftles
taught, when Zhey went cut, and preached that Men
fhould repent. T'his, I think, may be compre-
hended under the four following Particulars,

I. Conviction, or a Senfe of Sin,

1I. Contrition, or a Sorrow for Sin.

I1I. A Renunciation, or an entire forfaking of
all Sin,
1V,
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IV. A conftant, unremitted Endeavour to ful-
fill all Righteoufnefs,

Of each of thefe I fhall difcourfe in their Order.
And humbly beg of all my Hearers, to liften with
a Concern and Attention proportionable to the
Importance of the Subje€t. Remembring that

the Judge of Quick and Dead has folemnly de-

clared, That except ye Repent, Ye fhall All
likewife perifh.

I. Conviltion, 1. e. a clear Sight, or a feeling
Senfe of our Sinfulnefs., Without this it is im-
poffible to repent aright., Whoever fancies him-
felf to be righteous, as did the fpiritually proud
Pharifee, he is as far from being a Penitent, as
the Joy of a Feftival, is from-the Lamentation of
a Funeral, The firft Step to be taken by the
Sinner is to fee his Sinfulnefs, and the Punifh-
ment due unto it: In order to this, he fadly
reflets upon his original Guilt. The Corrup-
tion he brought with him from the Womb. He
remembers the Declaration of the Pfalmift*,
That he was born in Sin, and in Iniquity did bis
Mother comceive him. HE knows the fure Truth

of this by woeful Experience. For what elfe has

bis whole Life been, but a continual Proof

thereof ¢ His Blindnefs to perceive, and his Back-

wardnels to purfue Good: His Inclination to,
* Pf, U, s,

and



4.8 On REPENTANCGE.

and unhappy Relifh of, that which is Evil : And
all this felt from Ais Childhood, make it evident,
that be was a Rebel againft GOD, from the firft
Breath be drew. 'That this fpiritual Trealon
2gainft the King of Kings was hereditary, and .
ran in ks Blood. Man was created in Righte-
oufnefs and true Holinefs. But where or how
has this appeared in Him ? When, at what Period
of his Life did this Image of the living GOD
fhine forth in his Soul ?—In no part of his Life
this, but throughout the whole the contrary was
manifelt.—Fe {ces that this alone 1s enough to
feparate bim from the Favor of GOD; and that
for this Caule the Anger of the LORD abldEIh
upon-the Sons of Men.

But this is not all : No more than a very httle
Degree of his Mifery. If the unavoidable De-
pravity of his Nature renders him a Child of
Wrath ; the wilfull Difobedience of 415 Praélice

renders bim tenfold more fo. He has neglelted
what Gobp commands, and done what Gop for-
bids. Yea, many times bss Prayers and Inftances
of Obedience, have, thro’ the unworthy Manner
of their Performance, been abominable., He has
finn’d by impure Thoughts, vile and carnal Af-
fections, wicked Words, and ungodly Deeds.
H: ought to have preferv’d 2 Purity of Heart, of
Defire, of Inclination. But alas! be has notfo -

much as maintained an outward Righteoufnefs of
Converfation.
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Converfation. Heought to have paid an uniform -
Obedience to the whole Will of the LORD.
But inftead of that be has fwerv’d in almoft every
Particular of his Duty Nor have thefe Tranf-
greflions been owing to Ignorance, but toa con-
temptuous Difrepard of the divine Will; to a
Love of Pleafure and of the World, prevailing
above the Love of GOD., - Nelther have they
been fingle Alts, or fudden Slips, but repeated,
deliberate, continued in. ’Tis likely they have
been committed againft feveral folemn Refolu-
tions, and Vows of Amendment. ’Tis certain
they have been committed againft the Judgment
of bis own Mind; againft the Admonitions of
Conicience ; in fpite of the many Chaftifements
inflilted on Him, the many Mercies vouchfafed
to Him, and all-the various Methods taken by
Providence to reclaim Him.

Thefe, with their horrible Aggravations, #u-
merous and formidable as an Army with Banners, the
repenting Sinner defcrys fet in Array againft him-
felf. And Ob! what Harm have they done him ¢
With what Mifchief do they threaten bim @ They
have already difordered and defil’d his Soul, fo as

nothing but the precious Blood of CHRrIST can
cleanfe it ; nothing but his holy Spirit can rectify

it, They haveenflav’d it to the Devil ; fubjeéted
it both to his Dominion, and his Likenefs, fo as

nothing but Almighty Grace can refcue or reftore
E .
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sz, If he bas not Vexation in his Heart, Pain
in his Limbs; ill Succefs in his Undertakings ;
Deftru&ion and Unhappinefs in -all his Ways,

it is entirely owing to the undeferved Goodnefs,
and unwearied long-fuftering of GOD. He
has deferved thefe, and Vifitations a thoufand
Times feverer. He has deferved to be rejelted
by the LORD, to be forfaken by his holy
Spirit; to have his Name blotted out of the
Book of Life. A hardened Heart, a reprobate
Mind, a feared Confcience (the moft fearful
Cazlamities in the World) are the due Defert of
his Deeds. Nay, GOD wou’d do him no
wrong, if he fhould totally abandon him to his
own Lufts; and give him over to the Devil, to
be led Captive by him at his Will.

This is the Portion of the Sinner from GOD
in this Life. And if he extends his Views into
that eternal one, that will quickly begin; O!
what Scenes of Horror, what Floods of fiery
Vengeance wait to receive him! Heaven is for-
feited by his Iniquity, and the Fulnefs of Joy
loft. The wretched Man cut off from the
blefled Society of Saints and Angels, and ba-
nithed from the Light of GOD’s Countenance.
A moft fad and deplorable Lofs this! But O
that Completion of Woe, that Confummation of
Mifery, which is making ready for him in the
bottomlefs Pit! How can we think of it with-

2 out
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dut Trembling 4and Aftonifhment? There, the
Worm never dies, The Fire is never quenched.
There, the accurfed Criminals lie in the Hell
like Sheep. Death, the fecond Death, eternal
Death gnaweth upon them, There, the fierce
Anger of the LORD is fharpened for a Sword,
to execiite Vengeance infupportable and ever-
lafting. Such, and fo perillous is the Condition
of the Ungodly. If helook babkwa;d, he finds
himfelf 2 heinous Tranfgreflor. If he look ins _
ward, he finds himfelf grievoufly corrupt. If
he look forward, hie difcerns the all-powerful
GOD making ready for him the Infiruments
of Death.’ )

Now it is the Beginning of Repentance, to be
made fenfible that this is our own Cafe, and that
the Piclure which has been drawing exaéily vefembles
#s. ‘That we have been fuch helnous Tranf-
greflors, that we ate thus grievoufly corrupt, and
that the never-ending Torments are our proper
Wages. Areyouftartled, furpriz’d, or terriicd
at this? Why then thereis Hope. Not that
You will be fafe if You contihue as You are,
But there is Hope, that the LORD is going to
work a good Work on your Souls. Do not

obftruct his Operation, nor defeat his Defign.
Cherith the dark Thoughts a while, and at

length Light will fpring up. Ruminate on your
miferable State; and that will difpofe You to
b 2 - Can
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¢ an effectual Difcharge of the remaining Branches
‘ of true Repentance. ‘

¢ But if there be any among You, that do not
¢ perceive me to have been fpeaking of them,
¢ Or if they do perceive that I have had them in
¢ View, but imagine me to have miftaken my
¢ Men. Thefe Perfons are, of all others, the
¢ moft hopelefs and incureable. They are not
¢ only {unk deep in the aforementioned Sin ard
¢ Mifery; but have an infenfible and deftructive
& Ignorance added to all thereft. They are mor-
¢ tally wounded, and think themfelves whole!
¢ Sick unto Death; and imagine themfelves well.
¢ All that I can do for {fuch Perfonsis, to lift up
¢ my Voice in Supplication for them, as the Pro-
¢ phet did for his Servant, < LORD, 1 pray
‘¢ Thee, open their Eyes that they may fee.”

But for You, who are convinc’d, that Ye are
indeed Sinners; and fo, fubject to the Wrath of
GOD; let me lead You on to ‘that acceptable
Repentance, which will reinftate You in his Fa-
vor, and by that Means in all defireable Happinefs.

After we fee our Sin, the odious and abomi-
nable Nature; the bitter and pernitious Fruits of

it, then there follows a Sorrow for it. After
Conviction cometh

I1. Contrition. Which is a fecond Ingredient
of truc Repentance. No wonder the Sinner was
unconcerned
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unconcerned and obdurate, fo long as his Eyes
were Blind. But when they are opened, and
Gop’s Spir1T fhines into the Confcience, as that
amazing midnight Lightfhoneinto the Apofile’s Prifon*,
"I'hen ’tis a Wonder, if he can refrain from Emo-
tions of (grief. Obferve David, obferve St. Peter,
oblerve Mury Magdalené 3 one of them weeps bit-
terly, another waters his Couch, another wafhes
her Savior’s Feet with Tears!

Sin is likened to a fore Butthen, too heavy, for
the Mind that feels its Preflure, to bear. There-
fore the Heart being unable to fupport it: 7t bur/fs
open the Flood-Gates of Weeping, and [ets the Eyes
afloat in Tears. 'T'he Remembrance of Wicked-
nefs, fet home by divine Grace, is bitter ; and
the Burthen of it, well nigh intolerable, The
Things, from which the Offender ‘expeéted Plea-
fure, give him the fharpeft Pain, and his Merri-
ment is turned into Mourning. When a young
Profligate has confum’d a large and plenteous
Fortune in riotous Living; when by hisJewd
Courfes he has fill’d bis Body with noifome Dif-
eafes; ; and by extravagant Courfes has reduc’d
himfelf to a2 Morfel of Bread. O! with what
cutting Regret does he look back upon his unac-
countable Foolithnefs? What fharp Indignation
and Anguifh afli¢t his Soul ; How does he accufe,
condemn, and exprefs all poflible Refentment
againft himfelf? Muck in the fame Manner does

* Ads i, 7,

L 2 tN
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the enlightened Sinner behave, Inasmuch as he
has been full as unmerciful to his better, his 1m-
mortal Part, as the debauched Spendthrift has ta
his bodily Health, and worldly Intereft.

He grieves for the Evils {piritual and temporal
he has brought upon himlelf, and for that ever-
lafting Shame and Confufion he has expofed him-
felf to. And tho’ the Penitent forrows greatly
from a Senfe of prefent Wretchednefs, and 2
Profsedt of future Ruin: yet this is not the whole
of his Trouble. ¢ Streams of melting Concern flow
“ in from ather Quarters, till they makz a fullTide in
¢ bis contrite Ssul’  If he look™d for no afrer reck-
oning, yet he would grieve for having oftended,
in 2 moft de{piteful Manner, his beft and greateft
Friexp. Whenany one poflefs’d with a Frenzy,
or intoxicated with Liquor ; has abus’d, infulted,
and outragioufly treated a Perfon of Worth and
Horor; a Perfon too, that always ferv’d the In-
jurer to the utmoft of his Power. How does fuch
a one blame and reproach himfelf at the Return
of his Reafon? So, and much more does the poor

Sinner blame and reproach himfelf, when he
awakes to Repentance. GOD has preferved
him, protected him, and loaded him with Benefits
ever fince he was born.—And he has repaid this
cezfelels Love with ftubbornefls and Rebellion,
‘The Sinner’s Provocations have been more than
enough to weary out the meekeft Man, or the

| o moft
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wmioft patient Angel.—Yet the glorious Majefty of
Heaven has {pared him. OSpared him Day after
Day, Year after Year with incomparable Long- -
fuffering. But what Reward has he given to the
LORD, forall his Forbearance and Gentlenefs?2
Why, he chftinately perfifted in his Difobedience.
Nay; the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth
Eternity, has become as it were a Supplicant unto
him, He has, by his written Word, by the
Mouth of his Minifters,—befeech’d him to be
reconciled GOD has affured him, that he de-
lighteth not in the Death of a Sinner ; and there-
fore has importuned bim to turn and live.—But
he has flighted and fet at noughtthe divine Coun-
fels, as much as if they came from one of the Fools in
Ifrael. O the DBafenefs, O! the Ingratitude
of this Behaviour. 'The Confideration thereof
pierces his Soul as it were a Sword, |

‘The Sinner grieves for the Afllictions of JEsus:
occafioned by his Naughtinefs, and. fuffered for
his Sake, He reads in Scripture, that his blefled
Saviour was fcourged, covered with Sweat, bath’d
in Blood purely on his Account, To make At-
tonement for him, the EVERLASTING SoN was
delivered into the Hands of blood-thirfly Men.
For his Iniquities, as faith the Prophet Ifaiah, the
Prince of Peace was bruifed, and wounded for
his Tranfgreflions. His Ungodlinefs pointed the

- Nails, gave Sharpnefs to the Thoras, and brought
E 3 down
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downthedear REDEEMER with Shame and An-
guifh to the Grave.—For thefe Things he weeps ;
or if his Eyes be dry, his Heart is in Bitternefs.
He laments alfo that he has {o often grieved the
BLESSED SpiriT, who wou’d have fandétified and
fealed him to the Day of Redemption, Thofe
heavenly Infpiraticns which make Men meek,
and Jowly, and wife unto Salvation, he has again
and again rejeted.  Many Kings-and righteous
Perions wou’d have rejoiced to receive the Hovry
GuosT the Comforter : but he has done defpite
to his Love, and f{purn’d bis faving Influences.
The Spirit of the LORD waited long to convert
and renew him, and wou'd fain have imparted his
blefled Self, and the Riches of his Grace unto -
him, But the Sinner vilely caft away thefe pre-
cious Offers, as tho’ they had been more delpica-
ble, than the Clay in the Streets.—Tho’ the
Giver was GOD, and the Gift divine, yet he
undervalued the one and cared not for the other,
Thus difrefpectiully has he treated all the Per-
fons in the moft adorable Trinity. And when
this comes clear and piain into his Memory, how
can he but choof: but bemoan himfelf? How can
he chcofe but {mite upon his Breaft, and cry out,
<« My Foolifhnefs and Ingratitude! my Foolifh-
¢ nefs and Ingraiitude! 1 have trampled upon
¢¢ the Caommands of GOD tke Father, and
¢¢ turned his Grace into Wantonnels. 1 have

E 4 ¢¢ crucified,
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¢ crucified, and been the Death of GOD the’

¢¢ Son. I havedif-efteemed, and done the utmofk
‘¢ Indignity to GOD the Holy Ghoft. And
¢ (O! wonderful Goodnefls!) they flill-retain 2
¢ Favour for me. They f{lill follow me with
¢ loving Kindnefs and Mercy, O! that my
¢ Head were Waters, and my Lyes a Fountain
¢ of Teears; that I might weep for baving fo
¢ fcandaloudly abufed the tender Compaflions of
¢ my GOD. My much injur’d, but yet ALL=
¢ forgiving GOD.”

‘Thus is the fincere Penitent affedted. His
Heart is humbled. -His Spirit is contrite, He ig
full of Compunction and godly Remorfe, He
laments and bewails, not only becaufe he has
deferved to be eternally tormented with Devils;
but chiefly and moft of all, becaufe he has finn’d
againft the Bowels of infinite and everlafting
Love.. | |

Not that he 1s always forrowful, like 2 mourn-
ing Dove that never changeth his Note, No:
he aflli®ts his Soul in private, His Eyes run
down in fecret Places, 'When he comes abroad
into the World he takes his Savior’s Advice, and
anoints his Head, and puts on an innocent Cheer-
fulnefs, Neither is he difconfolate in his Sorrow,
No: he believes that his REpgemMER has made
an Attonement for his Sin, and that the gracious
(GOD, thro’ Jesus CarisT has blotted out his

| ~ Tranfgreffions,
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ranfgreficns. But yet he is glad when he can
srieve, ’T'is an Eafement and batisfaltion, to
teltify his unfeigned Repentance for having dif<
pleafed fo good 2 GOD, fo great a Benefactor;
fo indulcent a Father. Wefee then Conviltion
;s the farft; Contrition is the fecond Part of
Repentance. And from thefe arifeth a third,
which 1s

III. A Renuntiation, or thorough forfaking of
zll Sin.  The relenting Sinner, not only grieves
for that he is convinc’d of, but forfakes that
which be grieves for, Here we thall ind a nota-
ble Difference between the hearty and the hypo-

eritical Peniteat. Saul wept, Ahab chaftenec
mimfelf with Fafting, and poor Felix trembled :
but none of them left off their vitious Courfes,
Whereas, when the Spirit of Sandtinication enters
into the Heart, it difpofeth him to loath, and abo-
minate Sin. The Committer judges it to be the
worft of Evils, and is as careful to avoid it, as is
the Mariner to fteer clear of the Rocks on whick
he was lately fhipwreck’d, It is moft deftrulive,
and therefore moft offenfive tohim. He conceives
zn Abhorrence, and- takes up a fettled Refolution
zoaint every evil Way., The Language of his
Soul, and tie firm Purpofe of his Mind, is; ¢ If
“: Bal.} wot'd give me bis Houfe full of Situer and
¢ Gold, I will not again tranfgrefs the Ward of the

LORD,
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& LORD”., You may as foon perfuade him to.
pluck out a right Eye, or cut oft a right Hand, as
willingly to do amifs. He bad rather be vifited
with any Affliltion, than that Sin thou’d again
have Dominion over Him.

Nor does he break off from a few unlawful
Indulgencies ; and make a Referve of fome darl-
ing Corruption. No: his Reformation is uni=
vetfal and uniform. Such as will not only lop
off the Branches, but root up the whole Body of
Sin. For the fame Reafon that he renounces one,
he will renounce every unrighteous Praétice ; and
not fpare the once moft beloved Luft. The leaft,
or moft favourite Iniquiiy 15 hateful to GOD, was
painful to Corifl, 1s grievous to the Holy Ghofl.
Therefere he bids a long, a lafling Adieu to it, [aying
as Mofes to Pharaoh, ¢ Henceforth I will entertain

Thee again no more for ever,)”
Satan may fuggeft, it is a little one, and fo nat,
to be minded : or a fecret one, and fo in no dan-
ger of being dilcovered. But however perfuafive
thefe Allurements were formerly, they have now
loft their Force, T'ho’ the Pra&tice of Wicked-
nefs fhou’d be a profitable Service, and like the
Damfel poflefs’d with a Spirit of Divination,
~ fhou’d bring the Pratitioners much Gain, yet it
- 15 an Abomination unto him. No Confideration
of Pleafure, of Intereft, or Credit can reconcile
him to any Thing finful, No; tho’ the whole

Worlg
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World fhou’d countenance and concur in-Cuf-
toms that are not good ; He wou’d ftand out, and
hold faft his Integrity tho’ at the Expence of being
fingular,

All this he will defire, and all this he will be
enabled to perform; not thro’ his own Strength,
or refolute Conduct, but thro’ the Help which
cemeth from above. For ’tis his earneft inceflant
Prayer to GOD, to be delivered from the Power,
as well as to be preferv’d from the Punifbment
of din.

We have taken Notice of three Parts of genu-
ine, {incere Repentance, viz. Conviction of Sin,
Contrition for Sin, 2ud a thorough Forfaking of
it. ‘The laft, and crowning Requifite ; that which
gives Perfection and Glory to the whole, is

IV. A ccnftant unremitted Endeavour to fulfill
ail Righteoufnefs, And this is that which we
engag’d in the fourth Place to confider. “Tis
fomething to abandon our ungodly Courfes. But
this is not enough for the Penitent, nor for the
Chriftian. He muft alfo follow after Holinefs,
Unlefs we prefs towards this Mark, all the fore-
coing Attainments will profit us nothing. Nay,
they will vanith and melt away as a thin Mift
before the rifing Sun. Our Remorfe and Sorrow,
will not, cannot remain with us, unlefs they
guicken us to 2 holy and growing Zeal. T'here-

| foie
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fore the Penitent not only relinquithes the Things
that are behind, but reaches out unto thofe
Things that are before. He will abound in every
good Word and Work, and ftrive to adorn his
Soul with all heavenly Virtues; and to be quite
the reverfe of what he lately was. ¢ If he has
¢ aforetime been a Glatton or a Drunkard, he
¢ will henceforward obferve a ftri¢t and daily
¢ Tetnperance. If he has been fordid and un-
¢ charitable, he will put his Heart upon deviling
¢ liberal Things. If he has been a {flothful and
¢ unprofitable Servant, he will beftir him{elf, and
¢ become induftrious in his holy Vocation.” If
he has been puff’d up with Pride, addiéted to
Slander, envenom’d with Envy ; He will {et him-
{elf vigoroufly againft thefe Evils, to fubdue them;
and feek diligently after the oppofite Qualities to
obtain them, For the Time paft he has bore the
Image of the Evil One, For the Time to come
he will give himf{elf no Reft, till he enjoys fome
Participation of the divine Nature. ’Till he
finds himfelf making continual Advances to a
fuller and more complete Policflion of it.

O! glorious and blefled Change! Not long‘
age the unhappy Creature was the Slave of Satan 3
but now he is become a Child of GOD, a Coa-
Heir with CurisT, a Brother to the Saints,
Not long ago he was a Sink of Sin, and his Heart
a Cage of unclean Birds, But now be is wafhed,

741y
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wow be 15 deanfed, now be is fanélified. 'The Hoff
Ghoft dwelleth in him, and replenifhes his Soul
with Meeknefs and Peace, with Parity and Piety,
with Faith and Love. He delights in the Lord ;
he rejoices to worfhip his GOD 1n Sincerity ; to
hear his moft holy Word ; to fet forth his moft
worthy Praife; to do his moft blefled Will.
Henceforth his Hope, his Treafure, his Conver-
fation is in Heaven, He thinks and fpeaks; he
acts and lives, like one that is indeed begotten
again to an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled;
2nd that fadeth notaway. ¢InaWord; if You
¢ obferve his outward Carriage and Behavior; or
¢ confider his inward Temper and Frame of Mindy
¢ he is become a new Man. His Defires are newy
¢ his Fears are new, his Aims are new. His
¢ Judgment, his Choice, his Affections, his whoie
" ¢ Nature is new.,” All this is wrought in him by
the Power of divine Grace, for the Sake of our
Lorp JEsus CarisT, and make up that Re-
pentance which is fincere and evangelical, which
is 2 Repentance unto Life and Salvation.

Thus have we condu&ed the Sinner, as ths
Almighty did 1he Ifraclite:, from the Smoke and Brick=
Kilns of Egypt, i. €. from the bafe Bondage of Siny
and the cruel Tyranny of Corruption. And if
he does but walk on in thofe peaceful Paths, they
will reftore him to the glorious Liberty of the

Sons of GOD; and lead him at the Jaft to the
heaverly
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heavenly Canaan ; that_happy Haven, and that
blifsful State, where we all would be., There
this enlightened, relenting, returning and reform-
ed Prodigal, will be received by his compafionate
Father into Joy and everlafting Felicity. Not
his own Deferts, but forhis SAVIOR’s Merits:
not for the Works of Righteoufne{s whick he has
done; but for the Lorp Jesus Curist’s Sake,
who when he had overcome the Shaipnefs of
Death did open the Kingdom of Heaven to ald
believing, and repenting Sinners,

SERMON
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John V, 30,
"
Eoewwire 725 Voapass

. Ocarch the Scriptures.

THE Words need no EXPlanation.—-They

are a very politive Command of a very plain
Duty.—Which of us have hitherto been obedient
to this heavenly veice—I am not able to tell—He
knows who fetteth at his Father’s right Hand,
beholding and confidering a!l our Ways.—How-
ever it1s my unfeigned Wifh that we a// may obey
for the Future, that thofe who have accuftomed
themfielves to this ufeful Search, may perfevere,
and abound more and more.—That thofe who are
{trangers to thefle facred Writings may contraét
an happy Acquaintance with them, and from this
Time forward begin to fearch them, nor ever
leave off till they have found eternal Life!

That I may do fomewhat weakly—tho’ {in-
cerely towards engaging you all to this profitable
P:z&tice, give me Leave |

I. To lay before you the Obligations we are
under to fearch the Scrietures.

2 I1. The
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II. The great and excellent Advantages we
may reap from fearching the Scriptures,

I1I. Conclude with a fhort Exhortation.

I. To lay down fome Obligations we are under
to fearch the Scriptures.

ift. The Scripture is the Word of God, which is
no inconfiderable Obligation [—GQOD {peaks 10
us, as much in the Scriptures, as He did to 4dam in
the Garden.—And whenfo greata Majefty fpeaks,
what unpardonable Rudenefs, is it #of to give At-
tention ! The Bible is a Letter fent down from
Heaven, indited by the Holy Spirit, and de-
livered to us by fome of the choicelt Servants of
the ALMIGHTY.~—Now when fuch a Meflage
comes from fo great a BEING, and in fo folemn
a Manner;—to take none or but little Notice, will
bea Contempt of the ADORABLE SENDER.—We
all hope to be heard when we cry unto the Lord,
and pour out our Complaints before Him, and is

it not highly reafonable that we fhould give Him
" a careful Hearing, when He thews us by Hrs
Prophets what is his holy Will? Yes !—It is not
only reafonable but abfolutely neceftary, for thus
faith .the infpired Preacher—*¢ He that turneth
“ qway his Ear from bhearing the Law, even bis
“ Prayer fhall be an Abomination.” Prov. xxviii. g.

From which we learn that GOD will have as
I | little
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littie Regard to our Supplications, as we have to
His Commandments.—If we have a diflike, or
no Relith, and Love for the Scriptures, their
ALMIGHTY AUTHOR, will have a loathing to,
and atominate our Devotions! And what can be
more fearful than this! What more folicitoufly
to be avoided f—T'o have our Prayers abomina-
ble !—"Tis the Mifery of Miferies, the laft flep

towards Hell, and only not to be in it,

odly. We are commanded by GOD to fludy the
Scriptures, and this is another moft binding Ob-
ligation.

GOD who loves us, and knows what is good
for us, has in this as in all other Things made
our Intereft, and our Duty one and the fame,—.
‘Thus faith the Lord himfelf.—Jofh. i. 8. This
Book of the Law fhallnot depart out of tky Mouth, but
thou [balt meditate thereon Doy and Night.,  So our

lefled Savior inthe Text deesnotadvife it as be-
neficial-te us, or defire it as a Favour to him, but
with a folemn Authority charges us to fearch the
Scriptures,—The Jews were commanded to bind
their Law (burdenfome, and expenfive as it was)
upon their Arms for Bracelets, between their
Eyes for Frontlets;—And are Chriftians to be
lefs attentive to the more. excellent, eafier, and

purer Precepts of the Gofpel? In no wife !—If
the I{raclites finned by forgetting the Statutes, and
Tudgments of Molfes the Servant, how much

more
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more fhall Wg offend, if we difregard the Law
of the only begotten Son of GOD, of Jefus
Chrift, our Lord, and our GOD {~We fhould
look upon it as our bounden Duty, to read, or
hear, and meditate on our Bibies every Day !

As we muft endeavour to mortify Pride, and
Paflion daily, becaufe thefe T'empers are forbidden
by GOD, fo with the fame Care, and for the
fame Reafon ought we to exercife ourfelves in the
Holy Scriptures daily, becaufe this Employ is
enjoined by GOD,.—He therefore, that can let a
Day pafs. without a Portion of Scripture, not
only flights the Majefty, but difobeys the Com-
mand of that GREAT GOD, whofe they are,
and- who has commanded all Men every where to
fearch them. _

3dly. Another Obligation uporn us to fearch the

Scriptuies, is,—7hat they are the Rule by which
“we are to walk bere and to be judged hereafter,—DBy
thefe we are to order our Converfation in this
World, and by thefe weare to fiand, or fall eter-
nally in the next World,

- Would you know who is an upright Man, and
appraved of GOD?—It is He that {quares his
A&ions, and models his Tempers according to
this Rule, ‘

Would you know who are thofe-happy few, that
at the Confummation of all Things, will be bid-
den to gnter into the Joy of their Lord? None

F 2 but
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but they who have regulated their Behaviour, and
fafhioned their Difpolitions according to this
Standard.—/hen the Dead both [inall and great
fhall ficnd before GOD, they fhall be judged (St. John
tells us) out of thefe Things which are written 1n the
Bisks, 1. e. the A&ions of their Lives which are
noted down in GOD’s Regifter-Book in Heaven
will be compared with the Diretions given us in
his Revelation-Book on Earih, and as they are
found to agree, or difter, the decifive Sentence
will run !'—Not a Soul of us will be acquitted in
that terrible Trial, unlefs he has learnt to know,
and laboured to keep the Commandments of
Scripture.

As therefore the Scriptures are the Word of
GOD—As HE u1MseLF has charged usto ftudy
them—As they are the Rule by which our Con-
duct 1s to be guided now, and by which it is fi-
nally to be tried,—Weare under a threefold Ob-
ligation of Refpe¢t—Duty, and felf Prefervation,
to {earch them.—On fo many Accounts it 1s
ftritly required of us; and on as many it is
greatly advantageous to us—which brings me
to the

11d. Head.—7%e Advantages we may reap from a
due, and d:ligent fearch of the Scriptures.
ift. 'The firft I {hall mention is,—That we may
bereby learnwhat we muft do 10 be faved, S
_ T hat
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That great, and important Secret which was
hid from Ages and Generations—is revealed here.

‘T'hough it has ever been beyond the Reach of
the moft penetrating Ages, yet in this blefled
Book it 1s clearly difclofed, fo that unlearned,
and in other Refpedts, ignorant Men may under-
ftand it.

How valuable 1s our Bible for this one, if it
had no other recommending Quality, in that it
fhews us the Way of Salvation! We have heard
with our Ears, our Fathers have told us, of an-
other, and that of a never ending World coming
on. Thatinthis wonderful HREEAFTER there is
{fuch a Happinefs attainable, that is too large for
the Heart of Man to conceive.—A Happinefs that
is but dimly defcribed by—Crowns of everlafling

Glory—a Parad:fe of everlafling Blifs— A Fulnefs of
everlafling Love.~—~That in this defirable State
there is no more Pain, no more Sorrow, no more
Death—nothing but pure and unmixed Joy with-
out Meafure, without Number, without End.—
But the Way to all this Blefledne(s is narrow, and
not much trodden.—~There is but one Gate,
and that a f{trait_ one, which opens into this
glorious Scere.—So that if left to condu& our-
felves, there is too much Danger of mifling the
Road, and falling afide inte the Paths of De- -
ftruction—Methinks in fuch a Cafe fome friendly .

Hand to bring us direftly, and furely thither fhould
o ¥ 2 be
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be greatly welcome.—Now this the Scripture
1s.—It makes the Way plain before our Face.—
*T'is marked out in the Scripture with GOD’s
own Fingzer, {o that any one who is not wilfully
blind, may walk therein.—Here we find what
Qualifications we muft poflefs before we can be
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light.
W hat manner of Spirit is the neceflary, the only
Pafiport into thofe peaceful Manfions.—Here all
Orders, and Degrees of Men are inftructed in the
Duties peculiar to their refpective Stations, and
the grand Myfiery of Godlinefs is difcovered !

O blefled Book ! our better, our {piritual Sun
that fheddeft thy bright Beam upon our Souls,
and furnifheft us with the Light of Life.---Thou
fovereign Antidote againft the Delufions of the
Devil, the Treachery of our fallen Nature,—
and the Darknefs of the World !---Thou Guide
to lead us fafely from the Mazes of this miferable
Life unto our heavenly, and everlafting Reft.—
No wonder that David counted his Kingdom as
nothing, and called THEE his Heritage, and
Portion for ever! No Wonder the holy Martyrs
parted with their Eftates, their Families, their
Biood, rather than with thee,—"Tis rather to be
wondercd at, that all Mankind do not prize thee as
their richeft Jewel-—converfe with thee as their
{weeteft Companion, and talk of thee as the dear-
eft Objedt of their Love all the Day Jong.—Tis

I with
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with Regret I leave off from fpeaking of thy un-
fpeakable Worth,---bus though 1 leave oft from
one Part of thy Excellency, ’tis only to begin
upon another., | ‘ |
andly. A fecond Advantage of fearching the
Scriptures is—That it will not enly give us Know-
ledge to Difccrny but Strength to perform our Duty.
‘The former, without this latter Advantage
would have been imperfect, but both put together
they compofe the moft valuable Blefling on this .
fidé Heaven.---When we have learnt the Will of
the Lord, then to be enabled to pertorm ir, makes
us at prefent only a little lower than the Angels
and will make us e’er long, as the Angels of
GOD !—Now the Scripture is endowed with
this {trengthening, and animating Power |—I
appeal to any one of the Jeait Experience in {pi-
ritual Things, whether he has not felt the Truth
of this Aflertion, when he has been reading in, or
mufing upon the divine Word.—FHas not the Fire
of holy Zeal kindled in his Heart ?~--When he has
been halting in his Obedience, and ready to go
over to the T'ents of Ungodlinefs, have not thefe
encouraging Pages re-eftablifhed his Refolutions,
and attached Him more infeparably to his Cru-
ciFIED MAasTER! When our Hands have hung
down, and our Knees grown feeble in our holy
Warfare, has not a Chapter, and fometimes a fin-

gle Verfe called up our Courage as a Trumpet,
and
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and infpired the Soldier of Chrift with new re
cruited Vigour ? Neither is this to be wondered
at, fince GOD Almighty who worketh whar,
and how BE pleafeth, hath promifed as much,
Thus He aflures us by David, that whofo exer-
cifes Himfelf in his Law, Day, and Night, fhall
thrive, and flourifb, as a Tree planted by the
W ater Side ! That his Profperity fhall not he a
fading withering Profperity, but lafting as the
Verdure and Beauty of an evergreen, bis Leaf

fball rat fall.
Reading is one of thofe Pratices that St.

Paul informs Tzmotby will make his profiting as a
private Chriftian, appear unto all, and render his
Preaching as a Minifter of the Gofpel fuccefsful,
to the Salvation of thofe that heard Him,—In-
deed, nothing wasever {o admirably calculated to
give Weight and Energy to our dull Defires of
Holinefs as the Scriptures—There are fuch Pro-
mifes from one End to the other—fuch precious
Promifes to fet on Fire -all our Hopes; fuch
Threatenings beyond all Imagination dreadful to
alarm our Fears 3—{uch amiable Patterns to pro-
voke our Imitation, that if Terrors can afright
us, or Rewards allure us, or the moft illuftrious
Examples can make us in Love with Piety~=Then
the Bible is above all other Books fitted to pro-
| mote
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mote thofe glorious Ends ; inafmuch as it abounds
with Plenty of thefe forcible Motives.

- g3dly. The Scriptures are ferviceable to every excel-
lent and holy Purpofe.

All the Mifery that the Spirit of fallen Man is li-
able to, the Scripture is able to redrefs.—All the
Perfection that the Spirit of redeemed Man is ca-
pable of, the Scripture is able to impart,~It is a
rich Treafury of all that Wifdom, Happinefs,
and Glory, which in our prefent Condition we
can attain, or need defire. |

Are we yet in our Sins, with our r carnal Af-
fe@ions unfubdued ?—Let us put ourfelves under
the Difcipline of this heavenly Word,—~Tis
quick and powerful, and fharper than any two-
edged Sword, it can give a killing deadly Blow to
- the whole Body of Sin within us.—It is likened
to a Hammer that breaketh the obdurate Heart,

that Rock in the Breaft, in Pieces, making it
contrite for paft Offences—tenderly confcientious
for future Failings—and reducing it entirely to the
Obedience of Crrist.—If we are converted,

but weak in the Faith, it will nourith our infant
Piety, and lead it on to maturity.—It is called
the fincere Milk of the Word, and the Bread of
Life, and fo is proper Food for the young Pro-
ficient, as well as for thofe of larger Attainments,

The Babes in Lhrift may fuck at  this Breaft, and
grow
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arow thereby !—T he firong Men may eat of this
fpiritual Meat, and renew their Strength !

Are we in Sorrow of Spirit, or Heavinels of
Heart ¥ This is our Comfort, fays David, in his
Afi&tion—T ke Scriptures are Wells of Confo-
lation, as weil as Wells of Salvation, and we
may draw from them the Water of Joy, in fuch
abundance 2s will drown all our Troubles.

Are we in Doubt what Judgment to pafs, or
how to alt in any emergency ! The Scriptures
are hung out by the Lord himfelf on purpofe to
be a Light untoour Feet, and a Lantern unto our
Path !---In fhort, in this Store-Houfe of precious
Things there is Medicine for every Sicknefs,
Baim for every Wound, a Supply for every
Want.—Itis plenteoufly ftocked with all that can
be cheering to usin our Pilgrimage, ornamental,
or perfective of our Nature, whatever can tend to
make us Sons of Gladnefs, Sons of Glory, and
not unbecoming Sons of GQOD, is here.

Do not think-me extravagant in the Praifes of
Scripture, and that I attribute imaginary Excel-
lencies to it—Only remember its all-wife, and
ever-blefled Author, and you will acknowledge
that the Half of its Worth has not been told,
From GOD this ineftimable Gift came l—By
GOD thefe Treafures of eternal Truths were

colleGed, and as we can never pay too deepa Re-
verenge
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verence to the Honour of his Majefty, fo neither

can we entertain too great a Value, for the Wards
of his Mourh, the Di&ates of infinite Wifdom !

To fay of a Book it is GOD’s own handy Work

is to fay more in a few Syllables, than many Vo-
lumes can fully fet forth.

III. MayI not now by Way of Exhorta-
tion, ufe the Apoftle’s Manner of arguing ? |

My beloved Brethren, Believe ye the Scrip-
tures, and the excellent Things that have been.
fpoken of them ?

If you do not, I can only pity you—pray for
you—and wifh mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears
to bewail your Blindnefs. =

If you do believe—one would think there is no
Need of Arguments to perfuade you to fearch
them, but rather of helping you to exprefs, and
vent your Thankfulnefs for having them to
fearch.—Neverthelefs 1 entreat and befeech you
in the Name of GOD, to ftudy this bleffed
Book---Yet not I, fo much as your own Intereft,
Your prefent, and future, your temporal and eter«
nal Welfare.---Thefe call upon you, thefe follicit

you ‘more prevalently than any Reafonings of
mine.--dearch them then with as much Afliduity,
and Diligence,---with as much Accuracy and

Exactnefs,
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Exa@nefs, as they that dig in the Mines fearch
the Veins of Silver, the Beds of Gold, or the
Places of Sapphires--- Job xxviii. 16. Let that
Day be reckoned as loft in which fome Portion is
not carefully read,---that Hour in which fome
Portion is not meditated upon, and digefted !

Let not the Rich Man -rejoice in his Riches,
but in the Leifure they afford him, for this
pleafing and profitable Employ.

Let not the poor Man be difcontented with his

Poverty, butrejoice that his low Eftate does not
debar him from thefe Treafures of heavenly
Wifdom.

And O let us all both Rieh and Poor, improve
the fpare Time, which our neceffary Bufinefs in-
dulgesus with,in this moft ufefulManner.---Let us
devote thefe valuable Minutes to thisholy Exercife,
andthey will prove fome of the brightefty and moft
oainful Parts of our Lives-=-In a Word, fince
this Practice is enjoined you by the great GOD,
and conduces fo much to your Pleafure, Per-
fetion in Holinefs, and everlafting Profit,
Let me once agam be i’cech you to give Attentlon
to it, not only fometimes on 2 Sunday, or when

you happen to be in a ferious Mood, but when
ever you have Opportunity,

* Grant me, nay, grant unto GOD, grant unto

yourfelves, this one Requeft, and we necd, per-
hap deﬁre no more, He can fcarce be ignorant

2 wha
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who feeks to this Fountain of |Kn0wlegc.---He
can fcarcely continue dead in Trefpafles and Sins,’

who reforts to thefe quickning, lively Oracles-~-
>Tis indeed paffible, but ’tis hardly prebable that
He fhould go on to difregard his Duty, who
liftensdaily to this encouraging, threatenin g, Ccomm-
manding Voice of the Lord GOD,thanwhich no-
thing can be more powerful, and awakening, unlefs
it be the Voice of the Archangel, and that Trump _
of GOD, which our Duft and mouldering Bones-
will hear, and at the Sound of which, all that
are in the (raves, will come forth, they that
have done good, and have kept the Sayings of the
Prophecy of this Book---Rev. xxii. 4. to the
Refurrection of Life, and they that have negleGted
to fearch them, and refufed to obey them, to the
Refurrection of Damnation. |
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S ER MO N VIL

PsaLm XVIII 1.
I will love theey, O Loorp, my Strength.

HE:Love of GOD, is the firft, and great

Commandment of the Law, as our Savior
- himfelf teftifies '—"Tis the fingle Scope, and Aim
of the firft Table to produce it in our Hearts, as -
we learn from St. Paul’s Declaration, The End of
tbe Commandment is Charity.—"Tis alfo more aé-
ceptable to GOD than the moft coftly Oblation.
—T0 love the Lord, thy GOD, is better much than
all whole Burnt Offerings ¥, is the Voice of Scrip-
ture.—1f therefore we would fulfiit the Command-
ment ;—anf{wer the End of the Law, or be ac-
ceptable to the blefled GOD, it behoves Us to
make the Profeffion of the Royal Pfalmift!

But this Temper we muft all acknowledge IS
not natural to us;—it 1s not born with us—not
wrought into our natural Conftitution.—No'!
—’T'is a glorious Plant of a heavenly growth,

* Mark x1i. 32,
that
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that of itfelf will never rife, nor flourith in the
Soil of our corrupt Hearts.—It may therefore be
of great Ufe to confider after what Manner we
may make it our own.—How we may all poffefs
this heavenly Virtue—How we may every one be

able to fay with holy David, I will love tbee, v,
Lord, my Strength ! —

In purfuance of this Defign, I fhall

I. Shew by what Means we may obtain this
Love of GOD.

II. Shall- lay down fome Marks whereby we
may difcover whether we have it, or whether we
want it!

I1I. Shall propofe fome Motives, that may
invite Us all to endeavour after 1t -

I. T am to fhew by what Means we may obtain
this Love of GOD.

In order to obtain the Love of GOD,

1y, Let us confider every Bleffing as coming’ from
GOD.—Look vpon Him as the Author, and Giver

of all good ‘T'hings.— Al my frefb Springs are in
thee, fays the devout Plalmift,—Pf. Ixxxvii, 8.—
There’s not the leat Good, but has GOD for
its Author !=—Not one fingle Drop among all the
abundant Showers of Mercy, but defcends from
above! If we trace thefe fweet Currents. to their

Head,
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Head, we -fhall find GOD, the gracious and
bountiful GOD is their Original.—When we
have feen the Vallies ftand thick with Corn ;=
when we have been blefled with feafonable Wea-
ther ;—when we have been delivered from im-
pending Dangers ; let us with Attention confider
that this comfortable Meal, this refrefhing Sleep,
this Deliverance from Danger, this Support under
Trouble, this Recovery from Sicknefs—indeed
this immenfe Catalogue of Bleflings, which takes
its Date from the firft Moment of our Being, and
has run parallel with our Lives; I fay, all thefe
various, and unnumbered Inftances of Goodnefs
daily, houriy, experi~iced, are the Iflues of

GOD’s unmerited Love '-—1I.et us then endeavour -

to trace the loving Kindnefs of the Lord in all
our Mercies !—Let thefe Streams lead up our
Aftections to the great Fountain Head !—Thefe
are the Overfiowings of GOD’s free, fatherly,
everlafting Love! O let them not pafs by unob-
ferved !—but be noted down in our faithful Me-
mory.~L'bis 1s the Way to attain the Spirit of
Gratitude ! With thefe Coals, we fhould fet our
Souls on Fire,

The Penman of this {facred Song had been con-
templating the gracious Appearance of Alinighty
GOD for his Prefervation.—Imprefled with a
gratefu] Senfe of fuch rich, and manifold Mercies,

hie breaks out into the noble Profeflion of the
Text,

f
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Text,—The fame Prafice will probably prpduce
the fame Effe@s in Us,—~Would we confider
GOD’s fuperabundant, unmerited loving Kind-
nefs to us, it miight form our Souls into ‘(yrati=
tude, open our Mouths in Praife, and.teach, us
- with Heart, as well as Voice, to:join in this; de-
vout Proteftation; [ will love thee, O LORD,
my Strengih, .

One Thing let me obferve, and beg of my be-e
loved Hearers to take Notice.~~This Confide=
ration of ours muft not be flight, and fuperficial
but. clofe, and careful, and often repeatcd.~—~A
cafual Glance of the Mind thrown now, and then
in a carelefs Manner on this glorious Subje&,
will be but of little Service.—~You-‘would never
expe& to fee a fpacious Room -enlightened, or’
warmed by one poor, wandering Spark.—No !
Nor can you expeét to feel your Hearts inflamed
by a few dull languid RefleCtions upon GOD’s
redeeming and preferving Goodnefs !—We muft
think deeply, and " frequently, if we would have
our Thoughts affe¢t our Minds, and beget a
fuitable Temper in our Breafts.

But above all other Confiderations, let us
often,

11. Confider the infinite Love of GOD manifeficd
to us in bis Son JEsus CHRIST.—We love Him,
fays the Apoﬁle John, becaufe He firf! loved us.—

G Nothing
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Nothing fo effeGtually draws out our Affe&ion$
towards GOD, as the clear Senfe of his marvel-
lous loving Kindnefs towards Us.—--Here let us
remember the (greatnefs, ard Dignity of our
SupREME Beneractor.—This Circumiftance
mightily increafes the Value of a Gift. A fmiall
Favour from fome noble Perfonage is a high
Obligation.—If a King from his Throne only
vouchfafes us a favourable Look, or any, the leaft
kind Notice of us; we go away delighted, and
with a Senfe of Gratitude upon our Minds.—
Now certainly no Inffance of loving Kindnefs
can be ‘mentioned—nothing can be imagined in
any Degree comparable to GOD’s giving his
Son, his only Son for our™Salvation,~Herein is-
manifefted the Love of GOD towards us, becaufe
that GOD fent his only begotten Son into the
World, that we through Hin might for ever live.
HE that (according to the beautiful Language of
the Prophet) firmeth the Mountains, and createth the
ind, and declareth unto Man what is bis Theoughts ;
HE that maketh the morning Darknefs, and treadeth
upon the high Places of the Farth—the LorD of
HosTs s bis Name, even this marvellous, mighty,
and everlafting GOD, gave his dearly beloved
Son to fuffer, and bleed, and die for our Sakes.—
HE gave his own Son to die for us, when we
were Enemies to his Divine Majefly; and had
deferved eternal Death from his Juftice ' —GOD

commends
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tommends his Love, fays the Apoftle!==HE not
only declares it, © but HE commends it " —HE
makes it wonderful, and illuftrious towards us ;
in that while we were yet Sinners, Cur1sT died
forus! _‘This is the moft matchlefs Inftance of
Love mortal Ears ever heard, or the Thoughts
.of any Heart can conceivel—This is the {trongeft
Fire we can poflibly ftand by, to have our frozen
Hearts thawed, our cold Hearts warmed, and our
ftupid Hearts inflamed! O come hither -then
frequently—Come hither, and behold the won-
derfal Beneficence of GOD to wus vile, and mi-
{erable Sinners !—His only begotten Son lies in
Darknefs, and the Shadow of Death, that He
may make us the Children of GOD, and exalt
us to everlafting Lifel—Let us think ferioufly~—
think carefully, of the Love of GOD, and fure

we fhall be overcome ;-~{ure we fhall be Captives,

willing Captives of fuch triumphant, fuch als"
mighty Love !

. III, Another Means to obtain the Love of
GOD, is 1o implore the Influsnces of the Holy Ghoft!
~—Our Hearts are hard, and infenfible, and not
eafily inflamed, like Logs of Wood, that have
received all the Winter Rains!—"Tis not our
own Confideration, tho’ ever {o often renewed,

and ferioufly urged, will prove fufficient, but our

own Confiderations fet Home, and made effe@ual
G 2 byt
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by the'blefied Spirit!—"Tis this co-operating with
thofe, that will melt our Aftections ! —While we
are thus mufing, and under the Influences of the
Divine Spirit, the Fire may kindle, and our Hearts
may begin to glow |-—Hold the burning Glafs
ever {o long, yet if there be no Sun to“fhine upon
it, no Heat will be raifed by it! So tho’, we cone
fider ever fo diligently, yet it will never beget true
divine Love, without the Concurrence of GOD’s
blefled Spirit !—True evangelical Love is the Gift
‘of the Holy Ghoft, and the Fruit of his Energy
on our Minds l— There are infinite Charms,
and Lovelinefs in GOD, but our Affeétions will
never be captivated with them, unlefs the eternal
Dpirit create this new, this holy Senfation in our
Hearts! Even the Apoftles were obliged to his
fupernatural Aid for this bleffed Temper !—St.
Paul fays, the Love of GOD was fbed abroad on
Him and his fellow Chriftians thro’ the HoLy
GHosT that was given them.—Therefore let us
conftantly remember this, and often lift up our
‘oouls in Prayer to GOD, that He would gra-
cioufly be pleafed to cleanfe the Thoughts of our
Hearts by the Infpiration of His Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love Him and worthily magnify
his holy Name !

Having thewn by what Means we may obtain
the Love of GOD, viz.

1, By
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1. By confidering every Blefling as coming from_
GOD.

2. By often conﬁdermg the- infinite_Love of
GOD manifefted to us in his Son JEsus CHRrisT,

3. By imploring the Influences of the Hory.
Gaost. Let me.proceed,

IL. To lay down'fome Marks whereby we may,"
difcover whether we want. it or not. .
-~ 1ft. Do we delight to ‘think of GOD ? This -

is a S:gn of the Love of GOD prevailing in the
Heart.—What we chleﬂy love, we think on !

Like Qil on the Face of the Waters, it will fwim

upon our, ot;her Medltatlons, and ftill be upper—,
moft. The good Man, delights, fays David, in
the Law of the Lord, and as a Confequence of that, |
He. exercifes bimfelf therein:-Day and Night.—~To
wicked People GOD isa Terror, they ftudioufly.
drive away the Thoughts of Him |——The Re-
membrance of Him {’cartles, and aﬁ’rlghts them_
as the Hand writing upon the Wall,—But if we
love GOD, the Defire of our Souls will be to his
Name, and to the Remembrance of Him. —His
Amiablenefs, His Glories, His Perfe&ions, will
be fike the precious Ointment poured out by the.
penitent Woman: *I'is faid, that filled "all the
Houfe with its pleafant Savor. Juﬂ: {o, will: the
Senfe of the gracious GOD,, moft. fweetly reple-

G 3 o nifh
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nifh our ’\fImds if his Love be once thed abroad
there. |

2d. Do we delight to talt of GOD ?—What
is uppermoft in the Heart will fill the Mouth, and
te much upon the Tongue.—Uut of the Abundance
of the Heart, {ays our “blefled Lorp, the Mouth
Jpeaketh | —1f we love Jesus CHRIsT, His Name
will be as Mufick to our Ears, as Honey to our
Tafte.—Our Children and Neighbours will often
hear Us makmtr mention of the Hory OxE of
Ifrael ; and W’lth Pleafure fhall we enter upon
holy . lecourfe, and with Regret be debarred from
it.—David, who in one Pfalm fays, 7 will lrve
25ees O Lord my Strength, f{ays in another, [ will
talt of thy Rignteoufnefs and Salvation all the-Day
Irnz! And we alfo if we truly love GOD ' fhall
ﬁnd it a relifhing and favory Employ to make
mention of His Truth !—We fhall look upon this
as the Salt of all our other Converfation; and
every other Conference will be taftelels and mﬁpld
wuhout it. |

If then holy lecourfe beirkfome and: dlfdgree-
able ;—if heavenly Thoqghts are ﬁranoe, and-
unpleafant to You ;—if GOD be feldom tlic Sub-
lea: of your Meditations, and very rarely the To-
pic of your Converfation— O! do not deceive
Yourfelves, the Love of the Father is not in You!
—You may fancy all is well with your Souls,
and their immortal Interefts ; but ’tis only a vain

Yancy,
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Fancy,—’tis fad felf Delufion j—{uch Hopes will
end in Shame and ytter Confufion !—But if You
can find the Love of GOD in your Hearts, take
the Comfort to yourfelves.—Give GOD all the
Glory, and truft that He will affuredly accom-
plifth what HE has mercifully begun.——That HE
will increafe, and encourage this divine Temper,
till HE compleat, and confummate it in his own
everlafting Kingdom !

O let the Means I have already fpoken of, be
as Fuel to the Fire, as Qil to the Lamp, that it
bura ftronz, and fhine bnght in this World, till
GOD tranfplant You in the eternal Heaven of
perfe& Love, there will the F ather of our Lorp
Jesus CHrisT, bid your little Flame burn forth
with unextinguifhable Luftre in the Reglons of

e Alals Glnrtr Amen! |

G 4 SERMON
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0n LOVE ta GOD.

Psarnm XVIIL 1.
I will love thee, O Lorp, my Strength.

FRO‘I thefe Words we have already fhewn
1. By wkat Means we may obtain the -Love of |
GOD.

1. We laid down {ome Marks whereby we
may difcover whether we have it, or want it.

ift. The firlt Mark was, delighting to tmink of
GOD.
2d. The lecond Mark was delighting to talk of
GGCD. [Iihali caly mention two more,—Let the
3d. Be,our Core tapLEasE GOD.—Do we live
without any Reparé to GOD ¢ Are we uncon-
cerned whether we pleafe 'Him or mot?—Do we
fiucy to gratify our Senfes, and recommend our-
fclves to the World, carelefs all the while of the
Yavour of GOD ? If this be the Cafe, we are
eftranged, eniirely eftranced from his Love!—
Was
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Was the reigning Affe&tions placed upon GOD,
we thould make it our chief Care, to-do always
fuch Things as are pleafing in his Sight !—Thus
did the LorD JEsus CHRIST! I come to do thy

Will, was the conftant Language of his Heart,
It was his Meat to do the Will of Him that fent

Him1—O, examine yourfelves, Brethren.—Is it
your principal Wifh, your chief Contrivance to
pleafe,—not yourfelves, not your Fellow-Mor-
tals ;=-~but the immortal GOD? Do You hate
Sin, and avoid every evil Way becaufe it is into-
lerably offenfive to His Eyes? Do You love the
Habitation where his Honour dwelleth ¢ Are his
Statutes a Delight, and His Ordinances the Joy
of your Hearts ?—1If fo, there is a Spark of His
Love in your Souls; and doubt not but the {fame
Grace, which has kindled, will augment it into 2
Flame 1—There is a little of his holy Leaven in |
your Hearts,—never ceafe praying, and improv-

ing it ’till it diffule itfelf more and more, and
leaven the whole Lump 3 I mean till it fpread thro’

the whole Tenour of your Life and Converfation,

and the whole Frame of your Spirit!
gthly. Laftly, Do we love our Neighbour 2=
This is a fure Confequent, and Sign of the Love
of GOD !—This neceflarily fprings from it.—
‘This infeparably cleaves to it.==As the Shadow
always accompanies thie Subftance, .and is pro-
duoed by it; fo'the Love of our Neighbour always
I accompanies
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accompanies the Love of GOD, znd is produced
by it.—1f we rejoice in their Happinels, and {ym-
paihize with their Miferies.—If we with and pray
for their Welfare, and ufe all our Abilities to
promote it,—t1s 2 comfortabje Proof that the Love
of GOD working at the Root, when fuch Fruits
appear on the Branches !—But if we hate, and
bear 1ll-will to our Neighbour, if our Hearts ran-
kle with Malice, or are envenomed with Euvy,
we muft lay no Claim to the Love of GOD !—
To pretend to it, under the Influence of fuch
Difpofitions according to St. James’s Expreflion,
is to lieagainit the Truth,— Jam. iii. 14.—Thele
accurfed ‘Tempers are altogether incompatible,
with the fweet Spirit of divine Love.—You may
as foon bring the mid-night Darknefs to unite with
the mid-day Sun; as make the Love of GOD,
confiflt with Malevolence to our Brethren.—No
more think that You Jove the Father, if You
loathe his dear Children!—You cannot love the
Parent, if You defpife, and {et at nought his Sons,
and Daughters.—'The Apoftie pt. John has de-
termined this beyond all Difpute. If @ Man loye
-#st ms Brethren whom He hath f[eeny bow can he love
GOD wham he has not feen? 1. e. it is impoffible
to be!—"Tis abfurd to imagine.---Such Preten-
fions are their own Confutation !---Bitter Lnvy-
-ings, and Heart-burnings againft our Brethren,
ere as diametrically oppofite tg the pure fincere
o ~ Love
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Love of GOD, as the fervent Devotion of the

Seraphim are contrary to the tormenting Fire of
Helll -

Here then are four .-..u/lﬂrkq, whereby we may
difcover whether we love (JQD or no |

1. Do we delight to think of GOD?

2. Do we delight to talk of GOD 2

3. Do we care to pleafe GOD ¢
4. Do we love our Neighbour ?

Whether You will take Care to remember them
and whether You -will apply them to your own
Souls, as fo many Touchftopes, I know .not!
But this [ know, that the Want of them will one
Day rife up in Judgment againft You, and wit-
nefs to your Condumnation ;—or elfe the Poflefs
fion of ‘them will be a blefied Evidence in your

Behalf, when GOD fhall try Yoy for everlafbing
Life, or eternal Death. Leg me now

I1Idly. Propole fome Motives which may invite
us all to endeavour after the blefled Temper.

1ft. It will make all Duties become delightful
~—]It wsill turp the Bufinefs of Holinels jnto 3 plea-
fant Service. That which otherwife would be
burdenfome will by this Means become pleafant !
— Love, is like Qil to the Wheels, and will make
us.move {moothly and chearfully on in the Paths
of 'Plety l—Love will make our Souls like the

Charmts of Amiadib in the Ways of GOD’s
Commandments !
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Commandments '—Love will make our Feet like

Harts Feet, to run with Alacrity the Race fet be-
fare Us,—’Tis Love, that makes CHRIsT’s Yoke
eafy, and his Burden light.

Oh! did we but love the LORD our GOD
with all our Hearts, wefhould find his Command-

ments are net grievous, but altogether gracious.—
O bieflfed State! Who would not long for it?

What can be imagined more happy, to have our
Duty our Delight, and yet to have it recom-
penfed with exceeding great, and eternal Weight
of Glory.—To ‘be fatished with Marrow and
Fatnels, while we ferve the Lord, and yet to
have a {weet Profpect of the Fulnefs of Joy, and
Pleafures for evermore; when we have finifhed -
the work given us to do! To walk on towards
the Heaven of Blifs—the Seats of infinite Felicity,
and have our Way ftrewed with Rofes.— This is
the Effedl, the blefled Effe&t, of fincere Love to
GOD.

2dly. If 15 the fweetefl State in the World.—The
Love of God is 2 Temper in itfelf, the moft

plealing, and the Exercife of it, the moft delight-
ful, to every Soul poflefied of it. Itisthe Calm-
nefs and Serenity of Soul,~~Such a Temper will
break the Edge, and blunt the Sting of temporal
Calamities,—It gives a delightful Relifh to all the
delightful Mercies—becaufe, it looks upon them
as frefh Proofs of GOD’s almighty, fatherly

Kindnefs,—

/o
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Kindnefs.—It takes away the Keennefs, and af-
{uages the Smart of any Aflition; becaufe the
Word of Truth has declared, that how galling
fuever they may be at prefent, they fhall really
work together for Good to them that love GOD.
—Indeed it is an Antepaft of their heavenly Hap-
pinefs.—The joys of Saints and glorified Spirits
are the fame in Nature,and only greater in Degree.
~—T hey are more happy than a holy Soul on Earth,
becaufe they love GO D more.—They in their
heavenly Manfions adore, and delight in the glo-
rious GOD more fervently, and more inceﬂ'antly
than it is poffible for thofe to do who dwell n
Houfes of Clay.

O that you may trace the precious Fruits of
this divine Love ! It will fpread a Brightnefs over
all the Scenes of Life.—" T will difpel the Horrors
and Gloom of the Shadow of Death,~It will
make the Soul willing to be diffolved, and to -be
defirous to be with Chrift, who is not only moft
excellent, and amiable in himfelf ; but the Obje&k
of its AffeGtions, and the Center of its Wifhes,—
And, O, what Courage, and Confolation will it

yield in the Day of univerfal Iudgment; that

awful, tremendous Day, when the Hearts of
Millions will fail for Fear; and when we fhall

infinitely need fome powerful Support.—¢¢ Perfect
“ Love (faith the beloved Apoftle) cafteth out
“ Lear,” 1, e. it will take away the horrible

Dread
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Dread - of GOD A’LMIGHTY’S Vengeanc@,

It will turn the trembling, and uneafy Anxiety
about the Iflue of the Judgmeént; into well
giounded Hope, and delightful Expectations.

9dly. Laftly, Without this Loveof GOD), you
lie under a Curfe.—The Curfe of the Golpel.
The heavieft Curfe that can be denounced—If
any Man love not the LORD JESUS CHRIST
~let Him be ANATHEMA MARANATHA, 1. €,
He is cut off from the Favour of GOD. Hede-
ferves to be feparated from the People of GOD
and ftands marked out for final Damriation, when
(GOD fhall come to execute inexorable Vengeance
on his Enemies !—How dreadful is this Sentence !
Yet it is the Word of GOD, that pronounces
it upon all that love not the LORD JESUS
CHRIST in Sincerity.—T hunder is not half fo
terrible! and the Soul muft be dead; yea twice
dead in Trefpafles and Sins—that is not awakened
—f{tartled—alarmed by it..——5ee, here, my
Brethren, fee, what a fearful Doom thofe Per-
{fons are liable to, who are deflitute of this divine
Love,

Then let us no longer think it a fmall and in-
confiderable Thing to live, and die without 1t;—
Far, very far from being fmall, and inconfidera-
ble ; it is as much as our everlafting Salvation 13
worth to be found naked in this Refpedt, when

the LORD JESUS CHRIST fhall appear with
- all
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all his Servants.—If this Spirit be not in us at that
decifive Hour, we muft fall under that extreme
Maledi&tion, which w:ll llght upon thofe that are
fet on the left Hand '=-O make hafte, my beloved
Brethren, and delay not the Time, to be fur-
nifhed with this Qualification.—Get on this maf=
riage (Garment; and let your Souls be drefled with
Love to meet the heavenly Bridegroom.—Nothing
elfe will fit you for his fecond Coming, or for his
everlafting embrace.—Nothing elfe can make you
fit for that Inheritance of the Saints in Light,
which ]ESUS CHRIST has purchafed with his

own Blood.-——While you are Strangers to this
facred Temper, you are Borderers upon eternal
Deftruction. Every Night you go tb Reft with=

out the habitual Love to GOD in your Hearts,
you fleep on the Brink of endlefs Ruin.—You
Jic down in the very Suburbs of Hell.—Never,
then, O never reft fatisfied till you fee] it ‘thed
abroad in your Heait, and {weetening like fome
rich Perfume all the Motions - of your Mind,—s
Never, O never, reft till you feel it operating in
your Souls, and producing like a divine Seed the
Fruits of Holinefs in your Life.—And may the
infinitely beneficent GOD, that GOD who is the
LORD of all Power, and -Might, the AuTHoR
and G1vERr of all good Things, graft in your
Hearts the Love of his Name, increafe in you
true Religion, nourifh you with all Goodnefs,

3 ani
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and of his great Mercy keep }-rou.--in- the fame
thro’ the infinitely precious Blood, and all pre.-
vailing Intercefion of our.everlafting HIGH

PRIEST, JESUS CHRIST. AmMEnN.
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