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AN,

ELECTION SERMON.

Vth Chap, to the GALATIONS, 13 Ver.

¢ Por bretbren ye have been called unto liberty ;
only ufe not liberty for am occafisn to the
Soe/b, but &)' fove /'erw one anatber.’t |

HEN Mofes, being called by Ged from

an obfcure flate of life, to ftand before

a court, and dcliver the meflage of Heaven to
them, would have excufed himfelf, aliedging
that ¢ He was not eloquent,” his falfe modefty
was frowned upon ; his pleas were all over-ruled ;
and he was animated to his great work, with a
promife of fpecial affiftance from God : « I will
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thow
falt oy, -
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Tuis inftance may, I think, encourage us tq
hope for divine affitance, whcncver we are by the
provxd\ nce of God called to undertake fervices
for which we may feem too unequa! It is this
hopc emboldens me now to appeat in this place :
and 1t 15 allo hoped that the prefent attempt,
undertaken in obedience to zuthority, may be
fayorably accepted, or at leatt chulcd

O~ this occafion, it will not, I prefume, be
expected, or defired, that i (hould attempt to go
beyond my owr lmc, or affect to difcourfe as a
tonnoiffeur in politics ; but that I affit as
CHRISTIAN mes'un at the folempn a&ls of
reiigious wor{hlp which’ .anrc this day publlcly
offered by a CHRI1sTIAN ST A TE to the fupreme
King of nations, whofeg ozdmancc civil govern-
ment is ; from whom all the authority of rulers
and all the rights of fubjects are originally deri-
ved ; to whom the mutuz! duties of all orders
of men are to be ultimately referred ; and by
whofe blefling alone, commumtlcs, as well as
individuals, can be happy.

e knowledge of ourfcwcs is confeffedly a
capxtal ‘and fundamental point of true wnldom.‘
““ The proper lf.nowledgc of mankind is man.’
And, of thxs there is no branch which more - de-
ferves the attention of every one, than to under-
ftand our duty on the one hard, and our righ?s
and privileges on the other. Kot want of clear
and juft apprehcnﬁons of thele things, {fome have
been ready to imagine that there is a kind of

- oppofition
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oppofition between duty and right ; or in other
wotds, that the bonds of dut- are a reftraint
and abridgment of liberty ; and that liberty is a
licence to do whatever we pleale.—Hence dif-
ferent men have inclined to different extremes.
Some by urging the obligations of duty in fuch
a manner as tends to beget and cherith a fpirit
of bondage, and by laying heavy burdens on the
confciences of men in things where God has left
them free; have intrenched on the rights and
liberties of mankind. Others, in their unguard-
ed zeal for liberty, have relaxed the bonds of
duty, and have given and taken too much en-
couragement to licencioufnefs, ** ufing liberty
for an occafion to the fleth.”

"BuTr our duties, and our rights or privileges,
if rightly ftated, are fo far from interfering, or
being inconfiftent, that they mutually infer, efta-
blith, and fupport each ocher,

Tuag apoftle, in the words now read, appears
to have had both the mentioned extremes dif-
tinQly in his view. As there were fome who,
by endeavouring to impofe the obfervance of the
abrogated ordinances of the Jewith law,incroach-
ed on the rights and liberty of chriftirns, St.Paul
afferts thefe their rights, reminds his chriftian
brethren that Chrift had made them free, and
extiorts them to ftand faft in their liberty to
which they were called, and not be entangled
with a yoke of bondage, At the fame time

el
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of abufing liberty for an occafion to the fleth;
or of indulging themfelves in a carnal licentious
life ; and then dire@s them ¢ by love to ferve
one another,” and not think fuch mutual fub-
jeGtion to be any way unfuitabie the honor they
were called to, of being the Lord’s free men,

BuT whatever may be the fpecial occafion of
the words, and however we may expound them
in reference to that cccafion, we may, I think,
be allowed to confider them as applicable to all
thofe libertics which belong to us cither as men,
r as citizens, or as chrifiians. GOD has calle
s to liberty in all the!: different refpets; and
the gofpel furnifhes us with a good warrant to
affert and claim thefe our rights, And though
the main defign of the facred writers be to in-
ftruét us in the great concernments of our eter-
nal falvation ; yet they have alfo given us to un-
derftand, that liberty, in a more general fenfe,
is our indefeafible right. Chriftianity is indeed
alikc favorable to the liberty of fubjets, and
the rightful authority of rulers ; and is the beft
fecurity and fupport of both in their proper con-
fiftency with each other, And we are more be-
holden to the cracles of GOD than to the {chools
of philofephy, for juft and generous notions of
the rights of mankind.—A chriftian, befides his
peculiar fpiritual privileges, holds his nataral and
civil liberty by a ftronger handle than any other;
and can maintain it to better advantage. He has
by the gofpel, 2 new covenant right to the com-
mob privileges of humanity, as wellas to thofe
oo T T o "~ {pecial
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fpecial ones he is entitled to as a child and heit of
GOD. That ftate of liberty to which he is
called, and which he is authorized to ciaim and
maintain, comprehends thofe natural and civsl
rights which belong to him as 4 man, or as a
member of the commonwealth;, as well as thofe
Jpecial privileges which appertain to hira as 4
fubjei? of the kingdom of beaven. if 1 {hould
therefore take occafion to offer fome confidera=
tionson LIBERTY in this general view, the ar-
gument would, 1 conceive, be not foreign to my
text, ncr unfuitable to the prefent folemnity, nor
uaworthy of the attention of this grave and re=
ipetable audience,

- HerE are three points which require to be
ditin&ly confidered, as the time will allow $
ind I fhall take them in the fame order in which
they lic before us in our text.

" FirsT, That GOD has called us to Liberty:

 Seconpry. Liberty ought not to be ufed fof
4n occafion to the fleth, or a pretence for carnal
and licentious indulgencies,

- Tiirpry. Tt is our duty, and no infringes
ment of our rights and privileges, to ferve one
another in love, | | o

First. GOD hath called us to liberty,=

It is his declared will,that mankind fhould bd
frec, The caufe of liberty is the caufe of GODj;
B 7 which

-~ —
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which he approves, favors, and befriends. The
law and lipht of nature make it evident that li-
berty is the right of all mankind. But the
fcriptures muke it yet more evident thatthe peo-
ple of GOD, the fubjects of his heavenly king-
dom, are entitled to, and invefted with, this in-
valuable piivilege, of which they have in the
ecipel an authentic charter, tatified, fealed, and
.ot by GOD himfelf,

BuT it feerms receflary that we here examine
what we are to underfland by tha! L1BURTY
which we claim as our right, by virtue of 2 Di-
vine grant, For though we are generaily for-
ward to profefs ourfelves to be its friends and
advocates, and the love of it is (aid to be natural
to'us; yet there are many who do not well un~
derftand what they fay, or wherecf they affirm,
in their flourithes on this fubje¢t.  Indeed, if the
matter be duly confidered, we {hall have reafon
to think that none but perfons of real virtue are
heartily fiierdly to z7ue liberty, or defite the en-
joyment of 1t either for themfelves or others,
whatever flattering encomiums they may boftow
upon 1it.

- Wuzn we fpeak of hberty as our right or
privilege, we muft be fuppofed to mean fome-
thing valuuble, dignifying, and defirable ; fome-
thing which our rawure and ftate are capable of ;
fomething which is confiftent with our moral
agency, and our being under the obligations of
W, und duty to our maker-and our fellow-crea-
wrey, | Hencs

/
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Henckr it follows clearly, that human 7ibcrty'
cannot coniift in lawlefs h\.en'xoufncﬁ,, or in bee
10 ndepcndent and not fubjet to any authori-
ty ; or in beiny allowed to invade the rights of

others ; toalt unreafonabily, and make our!dves
and our Jcllow creatures miferabie.  Far be
from any of us to imagine that the ftate of lxbcr-
ty, to which Ged has cailed vs, diffolves the bonds
of our duty, or confounds the eflential differen-
ces of right and wroag : or to entertain {o ab-
furd a thought as that any one can poffibly have
a right to do wrong : or to conceive that da ex-
«..x“otnt w1 from the ohhgauons of morality, and
from fubjection to rightful authority, would be
any defirable privilege.~—A lawlefs perfon is the
bafet, moft odious and contemptible creuture ia
the world

"Eviry man is neceflarily fubje@ to the au~
thority of Gep,  This is indeed an argument of
our imperfection and dependent ftate. Bat we
are {o far from having any reafon to be uneafy
atit, that itis matter of jay and glorying to us
that the Lord is our king., And his authority
over us is fo far from dcpnvmg us of any defira-
ble hbcrty, that it is indeed the baﬁs, ouard and
fecurity of it.  We therefore claim it as our right
to be frce from every yoke of bondage which
can jultly be accounted any grievance, becaufe
we are the {ervants of God, who allows none to
tyrannize or ufurp authonty over any, and for-
bids pur fubmitting to fuch unauthorifed claims.
And §hough we are required to be fubje&t to

o B . ) Qur
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our lawful ﬁ.lptaiu;‘?ﬂl Sfamidies, in church and
/mte yet God i .jires us to yield this obedi-
ence not with 4 av1(h ‘but a free and hbcml
ipirit—we are to be {ubje’t to the higher powers
in the Lord, and for the Lord’s fake whofe or-
dinance they are, And while we’ obey their
Yawful commands, it is our right and duty to
'dxiown them for our abfolute mafters, For we
&re not the fervants of men, but of God alone.

Ir Ifhould attempt a definition or defcription
of liberty in general, confidered as a right or pri-
vilege claimable by mankind, I would fay that
it confifts in a perfon’s being allozzed o boid, ufe
and enjoy all bis facultics, advantages, and rngt:
aaordmg to bis own jud ment and p/ea/ure in
fuch ways as are com’ifient with the rights of
others, and the duty we owe to our maker and our
Jellow creatures. Liberty muft never be ufed
,but within the bounds of right and duty. God
allows us not to hold, ufe, or enjoy any thing to
‘ghe injury of any onc, A licence to do wrong
and encroach on the rights of others, is no part
;of that liberty which God has grantcd us; nor
3s it any refiraint of our true freedom for us to
be reftrained by laws from wxckcd unrcafonablc
and m)unous aéhons.

BuT that we may underfland more diftinéily
the nature and extent of our liberty under the
government of God, we may confider ourfelves
1n three different fates—ift, As individual per-
jom in what is called the fate of nature, thatis

e prcnous
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previous to fuch confederation as formns 4 c1vil
community.—2dly, As united and incorporated
\0to a positical fociety.—3dly. As members of the
church of God.—Anfwerably to thefe {everal
ftates or capacities, we may confider that liberty
which we claim as our right as coming under a
threefold diftin¢tion and denomination : fuppo-
fing any one to wve in a ftate of nature, he has
then aright to NATURAL LIBERTY : if we
confider him as a member of a civil body, he
has a right to civiL LiBERTY ; and if a
member of the chriftian church, he is entitled
10 CHRISTIAN LIBERTY.

NATURAL LIBERTY does nat confilk
in an exemption from the obligations of morar
lity, and the duties of truth, righteoufnefs and
kindnefs to our fellow men ; nor does it give
any one a right to feize by force or fraud what-
ever he may have a mind for, how much foever
it may be to the damage of others; as foms
have moft ablurdly taught. The obligation of
the law of God, which we are all under, and
which requires us to love our neighbour, and do
as we would be done unto, does not take its
force from human compalts, Our natural
rights are bounded and determined by the law
of nature, which binds us to be fubjet to the
will and authority of God, to love and worfhip
him; to be juft and benevolent to our fellow
creatures, doing them all the good in our power,
and oftering no injury or abufe to any one, It is
therefore no violation of our patural liberty and
YT T T T T T rights
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rights for us not to be allowed todo wrong, ahd
to be - ftrained by force and punithments, from
invading the right and property of others,

BuT in a ftate of natural liberty, every one
has a right to be exempt from fubjetion to the
authority of any man. There is alfoa richt to
think, {peak, and a& freely, without compulfion
or refiraint ; and to ufe our faculties and pro-
perty as we pleafe, provided that none are there-
by injured, nor the obligations of rnorality in-
fringed. Liberty of confcience isalfo the natural
and unalienable right of every one : A right of
which no man- can be juftly deprived ; which
“can r:ver be forfeited, never given upto any
one upon earth, Our Supreme Lard allows us
not to fubject our confciences to the authority of
any but himfelf alone. 1f therefore any one
fhould confent to give up this previous branch
‘of liberty, and acknowledge any man as the Lord
of his confcience, fuch an unwarrantable a&
would be null and void.—In a ftate of natural
liberty,men have al{o a right to form fuch affoci-
ations with others, and enter into {uch confedera-
tions, and fubmit to fuch laws and conftitutions,
as (hall be for the general good. In other words,
they have a right to form into a civil [cciety, and
anthorize fit perfons to exercife the powers of
government neceflary to effeCtuate the good ends
for which the focial union is formed,

BUT itisto be carefully remembered, thatno
man hps ever any rightful liberty 1o confent
- e
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to any conftitution or compa& inconfiftent
with his own fafety and welfare, and that
of his fcilow men: for inflance, to authorize
any to govern unrighteoufly and oppreffively.
——The eftablithing a perricious tyranny is a
great injury to mankind, and fo is beyond the
limits of our natural righs. No human laws or
covenants can give any authority or validity to
an a& which God difallows : and if any people
have been fo imprudent and blameable as to con-
fent to, and put themfelves under a tyrannical
government, they are fo far from being bound
in honor or confcience to fupport it, that it is
their duty to overthrow and abolith it as foon,
as they can —As individual perfons in a ftate of
natural [iberty have no right or leave from God
to make themfelves miferable, or to injure and
opprefs others ; fo they have no right or leave
fo join and concur with others in any mealfures.
inconfiftent with the intereft of mankind,==And
as no fociety has a right to opprefs any of ity
membeérs, it cannot convey to any one a right-
ful authority to opprefs. All tyrannical govern=,
ment is therefore an unauthorized invafion of the

rights of mankind, and no obedience is due tol
it, :

A just arpfehenfion of our nataral rights
is very ufetul and neceflfary in order to our con-
¢eiving aright the nature and extent of CIVIL,
LIBERTY, which is next to come under our’
¢onfideration. And we are now to view man=.
kind as onited together in political focicties or

| " T ftates, '
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ﬁatcs, that fo the united wifdom an ﬂrehgt';i
of a community may be c¢cmployed to advantage
for the good of the whole, and of the feveral

individual members, in a confiftency with the
public intereft,

- THAT the human {pecies were formed ard
8efigned for civil union, appears from the rati-
onal faculties, and focial affe@ions which God
has given them, It appears alfo from their mo-
ral characler, and ftate, and the need they ftand
m of mutual affiftance, in order that their rights
and properties may be better fecured, and enjoyed
to greater advantage. The (late of nature, tho’
attended with fome peculiar privileges, is yet
very‘unfafe; and fubje@ to great and manifold
difficulties and difadvantages., Civil polity is
cvidently for the intereft of mankind ¢ and in
a well conflituted and regulated ftate, fubje@ion
to ¢civil government is no way prejudicial to true
liberty. For though fome of our natural rights
and property are, as it were, put into a common
ftock, under the managemtent of the community ;
yeét this is fuppofed to be done by our own frec
confent, and in the prudent exercife of our na-
tural liverty. And as each one continually re-
ceives his fhare of the vaft profits thence agcraing
to the community, and bas his moft important
fights fo fecured and improved as to be much
Inore valuable ; heis, upon the whole, a great
gainer by all the expence he is at for the public
fervice, and enjoys more liberty for the refiraints
2¢ fubmits to, 77 T

""— e o . ¢
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Nav, further : fince civil polity is evidently
forthe good of mankind, and fince no individu=
al ought to hold his natural right of independence,
if it ftands in oppofition to the general intereft——
it would fecm that men’s entering into civil foci-
ety was a matter of duty as well as right ; and
that they may be juftly compelled to it, when
the general iatereft {o requires,—

- Now, in every civil body there muft bea go<
verning authority and power, tu be excrcifed on
the behalf of the community, over the feveral
members—ordering matters of common concern=
rhent for the good of the whole ¢ and the right=
ful authority of thofe who are intrufted with
powers of government, is the ordinance of God.
They are not only the truftees of the ftate, but
the minifters of GOD, who ratifies their cothe
miffion, requiring every foul to be fubject to
‘them, and not refift them on their peril, in the
due exercife of their authority. |

From the brief account here given of a ftate
of civil polity, it is plain that civil liberty divides
into two branches, which will require fome dis<
ftin& notice. It includes the freedom of the
Aate confidered as a fyften or colleive bodyl
It includes alfo tbe freedom of the jeveral pars

or members of which the community is coms]
-poled. “

~ Tue rormMER BRANcEH of civil liberty ¥
poficfied by a people, when they hold and are
C = 7" " allowed
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jffowed freely to exercife the rights, powers, and
prerogatives of FREE AND INDEPENDENT
8taTes. Thefe are much the fame with thofe
of an individual in the ftate of natural liberty
and independence ; of which we have given,
fome account : and are alike limited by the Jaw
of nature and cf GOD, who is the fovereign of
nations as well as of particular perfons. Put it is
to be obferved, that free ftates have alfo right to
Tule their ¢cwn members: whereas individuals
have no natural right which progerly anfwers to
this,

- NoTwiTusTANDING what has been fo bold-
By pretended by fome, of thc tranfcendent au-
thority, and omnipotency of the fupreme civil
power, and of thofe who are intrufied with the
adminiftration of government, itis plain that
the whole authority of a ftate over its members
is limited, The liberty and authority of a free
commonwealth to enact and execute laws and
ordinances for the public good, muft be always
underftood with this limitation, vis.—tbat thes
facred rules of righteoufnefs cre not to b iolated
at any rate. The hberty and fovereigiity of a
ftate implies no right or authority to ferve its
own intereft by unjuft or mmmoral meainres ;
even though fuch meafures fhould be thought
for the public advantage. It has no rightful li-
berty, under any fuch pretence, to violate the
Jaws of GCD, or the rights of any of its mem-
bers, to opprefs or injure any of its neighbours,
or falfify the public faith, That common max-
. 1m,
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im, *¢that the fafety and welfare of the peopls
is the fupreme law,” how much foever it hag
been applauded, is, therefore, unfound morality,
unlefs it be underftood and applied in an invariay
ble agreement with that divine rule, ¢ that evil
is not to be done that good may come.” Every
man has his private, unalienable rights, particu-
larly the right of confcience, which he ought to
hold and ufe without reftraint or difturfnce
from any human authority. There can fcarce
be a worfe miftake than to think that the laws
of morality muft give way to ferve any intercft,
whether public or private ; or that a!l perfonal
rights in the fubjecls are ablolutely at the Gifpo-
fal of the {upreme civil power,

Tue liberty of a flate may be violated and
abridged feveral ways, It is fo when a foreign
authority, to whomn the ftate owes not fubjedli-
an, claims and exercifes a governing and con-
trouling power over it, This is alfo the cale
when a part of the ftate, without right, feizes on
the powers of government, or hinders the free
exercife of them: or, when thofe wha are in-
trufted with authority, ftretch their prerogatives
beyond due bounds, to the enflaving of the peo-
ple. If the whole authorit? of » itate over its
members be limited, as has been thewn, much
more is the authority of rulers fo, who have not
the whole authority of the ftate put into their
hands to be ufed by them as they pleafe, but on-
lv fo much of it as is judged to be needful to fit
them to anfwer the end of their appointment.

G2 Lge
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The fupreme civil authority remains ahwavs 1n
the community at large, whofe will and order 15
the fupreme law of the fate. And they have al-
ways a right, when their rulers are evidently un-
falthful and unworthy of their truft, to reftrain
them and revoke their powers,—T }uy have a
right to alter and reform their laws when they
are found to be pernicious ; any law or compact
to the contrary noththﬁandmg Civil rulers
are indeed to bz confidered as the ordinary re-

refentatives of the ftate, and the laws enacted
E},’ them as the will and law of the ftate, when
¢he contrary does not appear : but furely fuch
Jaws ought not to ftand in force againtt the ma-
pifelt will and 1utereft of the community.—For
a people to be fo enflaved, cither to their ralers,
or even their rwwn Jews, as not to be cble to ex-
ercifc their eflential néht of fovereignty for theis
own {slety and welfare, 15 as inconfilient with
civi; lierty, as if they were entlaved 1o an ar-
my, oi to any foreign power,  Whatever form
of government a people may choofe to be under,
the {upreme civil authority remains always at-
tached ¢o, and Jdiffufcd through the whole body:
nor can they give it up without injuring and en-
flaving themnfelves, their fellow-citizens and their
potterity, which they have no natural right tc do.

it s tlerefore a wife provifion in our frame
v wovernment, thar an orderly way is left open,
wnd ~uinted out, for the ﬂdtc to revile its civil
cenflitn*i . G wmake fuch amendinents as may
b foupd ecetlury,  Alicrations of this rature,
e
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are not, indeed, to be attempted for light reafons,
fince they are always attended with inconveni-
ence and danger, But when ibe fafety and in-
tereft of a people requires thai fuch alterations
be made, they have an indefeafible right to make
them, =~ -~ |

Haiving thus far confidered the frf great
branch of civil liberty, and then touched a little
on the rights of a free ftate, I will now attend
to the other branch, which includes the rights
and privileges of the feveral members of a poli-
tical body iIN THEIR INDIVIDUAL AND
PZRSONAL CAPACITY,~Liberty is the right
of every member, as well as of the whole body,
ar fyftem. And a perfon may juftly be ac-
counted a free citizen, when he is allowed to
hold and ufe his nawral rights and faculties, to-
gether with th- :jvil privileges proper o Ais
rank in the commonwealth, according to his own
judgment and pleafure, in fuch ways as are con-
fiftent with his obligations to the community,
and his fellow citizens, and with the juft and
rcafonable laws of the itate, |

Tug orderand intereft of a civil fociety re~
quire that there fhould be different ranks of
men, with different civil rights and privileges
annexed to them ; and fubject to different re-
ftriCtions. Nor is the true liberty of any rank
infringed by this fubordination, but rather fecu-
red, improved and enjoyed by all to better ad~
vantage. But theugh the feveral ranks in 2 po-

S i
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litical fyflem may rife one above ansther in g
long {cale of fubordination, yet we may conve-
niently diftribute them all into two general clafl-
es, viz. RuLeRrs and SvuBjecTs. Ind.ed ina
free ftare the right of authority and the duty of
fubjeclion arc interwoven, and, as it were, ncor-
porated together through the whole fyftem, fo
that they are mutually tempered by each other,
They who are vefted with moft authority are
yet fetlow-fubjelts with their inferiors, who are
governed by them, They are not only alike
{ubjeét to the law of GOD, but alfo to the law
and authority of the ftaie, whole minifters they
are. And the loweft orders of inen have a right-
ful fhare in that fovereignty or fupreme civil
power which is lodged in znd diffufed through
the whole community,

As the bounds of civil liberty are determined
by juft and reafonable civil laws, it is plain that
when RULERs are allowed freely to ufe the pow-
ers committed to thém for the public good, and
enjoy the privileges annexed to their rank, they
then enjoy that civil liberiy which is their right,
But when they are overawed and controvled
in the exercife of their rightful authorivy, or are
not allowed the privileges they have a right o,
their civil liberty is then infring=d. But asru-
lers have no rightful liberty to claim and exer-
cife powers to which they afe not entitled by
law, or to violate the rulcs of righteoufnuts. or
to opprefs the cowmunity or ary of its nuem-
bers, by hindering thery trun Loid g wnd vfing

their
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their jult rights, their liberty is not infringed in
the lealt, if the ftate interpofes its fovereign au=~
thoritv, when it is neccflary to reftrain them
from effeing unrighteous and pernicious de-
figns ; which, wheaever they attempt, they act
without authority, GOD never gave them au-
thority for any fuch purpofe : the people nevet
meant to do it : they could not do it if they
would : th-y had no fuch authority to give.

Anp though susjyeCTS, as fuch, have no
rightful claim to the peculiar civil privileges of
fulers, they have yet a right to civil liberty, and
to all the privileges «f citizens of their rank, un<
lefs they have forfeited them by fome high mifs
demeanor. And th:y may juftly be faid to end
joy this their right, when they are allowed the
free ufe of their natural unalienable rights, .«
moft important of which are, the rights of con-
fcience ; and alfo to fpeak and aé, to ufe and
difpofe of their property, to hold and enjoy eve-
ry rightful privilege, without difturbance or
controul, in fuch ways as are not iiurious to
any, or contrary to the reafonable laws of that
civil body of which they are members. And
thougii fuch laws as lay the fubje@ under need-
lefs and bardenfome reftrainte may juftly be ac-
counted an abridgment of liberty, yet no one
has any reafon to complzin that ke is denied the
liberty cf a free citizen, when he is reftrained
by human laws and penalties, from vice and im-
morality, and obliged to yield due obedience to
civil autherity, and obferve fuch ordinances, and

pay
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pay fuch taxes; as are neceflary for the fupport

of government, and to maintain the order, peace
and welfare of the commonwealth,

NATuRrAL and civil liberty is the right of
every man and member of a civil commubity.
But there is yet another branch which belongs
peculiarly to chriftians, and which we may
therefore fitly term, CHRIST14AN LIBERTY.

TrE gofpel does not curtail ahy of our natu-
ral rights, er civil privileges, but allows and ac-
knowledges them, and ratifies the right which
chritians in commoa with othefs have to the
enjoyment of them. But the new covenant con-
tains a grant of fpecial privileges, and thofe of
the higheft importance. It calls us to, and in-
vefts us with the ‘¢ glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God.” The apoftle feems to have had
the peculiar privileges of chriitians moft directly
in his view, when he faid in our text, ¢ Brethren
ye have been calied to liberty.,” It feems therg-
fore but fit that fome diftin& notice thould be
taken of thefe, though the time and prefent oc-
cafion will not allow of enlargement.

THe liberty we are called to as chriftians;
does not in any meafure relax the obligation we
ere under to be fubject to the authority and laws
of GOD, and alfo to fubmit ourfelves to thofe
who, under him, have rightful authority, whe-
ther economical, political, or ecclefiaftical, But
the gofpel calls us to libeity froin the bonds of

L 22 B ey el quil,
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guilt the condemning power and curfe of the dia
vine law, and from th* obligations tc punifh-
rment which fin had laid us under, which is a moft
miferable bondage. We are alfo called to li-
berty from a flavith fubje&ion to the power of
fin, and of Sutan the God of this world, who
rules in the children of difobedience, and leads
them captive at his will ; than which what fla-
very can be more wretched, abje&t and ignomi-
nious ? We are called alfo to liberty from a fla-
vith fpirit in the fervice of GOD, and of one
another ; fo that a chriftian is not driven en in
the way of his duty againft his inclinstion, but
alts with a cheerful, free, and ingenuous fpirit,
‘“ Where the fpirit of the Lord is there is liber-
ty.,”  We are alfo difcharged from fubje&ion to
any inafter or difator on earth, in matters of faith
and worthip ; and are to acknowledge no law-
giver to the church but Chrift alone. We have
Liberty to ufe the ordinances inftituted by Chrift
for -the edification of his church, and to have
communion with him, and his faints in them,
and that without any human iaventions, or un-
fcriptaral terms of commugion impofed on us
Finally, we may thiok, and fpeak, and a&, and
ufe our fpiritual privilegzs with all freedom, ac-
cording to the meafures of wifdom and grace

givcn to us ; nor may any human authority for-
id or reftrain us from it, | |

I nave taken the freedom to enlarge a little
1n opening the nature :.nd Qating the extent and
proper bounds of NATURAL) civiL, and cHR I~

- .
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STIAN LIBERTY ; becaufethe right underftand-
ing hereof might, I conceive, be of great ufe to
us : and at this day in particular, it may {eem to
be a matter which needs to be confidered with
jome fpecial attention, I the next place, 1 am
to fhew *¢ that we have been called to liverty.”
It belong¢ to us by virtue of a divine grant—we
claim it as our R16HT ; and, blefled be GOD,
we hold and enjoy it as our INHERITANCE.
The expreffion “ ye have been called to liberty,”
may be taken both ways, and may fignify either
that GOD {as given us a rzght to liberty, or
that he has given the poflefion and ufe of this
fight. In the former fentc, he calls us to liber-
ty, by declaring to usthat it is his will that we
be free, and requiring us to affert and maintain
ourright. In the lattei fenfe, he calls us to li-
berty, when he gives us the poffeffion of it, and
breaks thofe yokes of bondage which had been
mnpofed upon us,

Tuatr God has called to the riGuT of li-
berty ; that he allows us to claim and maintain
it, agair{l ail who wonld bring us into bondage ;
that he favors the glorious caufe, and would
have us #2..d up for it, is evident from the
£gbt of nature, and from the oracles of divine
revelat.on,

Tur hght of our own rRzAson and cow-
sCieney, that * capdle of che Lord” which
bz bLath put within us, males it plain that we
have a righi, to v free, There is no need of

em T SR ong
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long and fubtle trains of reafoning in the cafe.
We appeal to the moral fenfe, the inward feel-
ings and refentments of every honeft heart.
Can it be right that men, made in the image of
God thould be flaves ? That fellow fervants of
the fame Lord fhould ufurp and tyrannize over
one another ? Are not the pretences urged to
juttify fuch ufurpation {o weak, fo pitiful, fo un-~
~ fair, that it isa painful exercife of patience to a
man of reafon and virtue, and generous feelings,
to have his underftanding and heart affronted,
and harrowed with them? It is true, the intee
refls of fociety require fubordination : but this
dcprives none of liberty, but helps all to enjoy
it better. In fhort, if equity, requires us to. do
to others as we would that they thould do to vs';
if the plainet and furelt diQates of onr reafon
are to be believed ; it the law of nature be of
force, then liberty isour right ; and confequent-
ly it is the will of God that we be free. Nor is it
eafy to determine, whether the injuftice of thofe
who would put a yoke of bondige on their bre-
thren, or the meannefs of thofe who would

tamely ftoop to take it op, be the greater re-
proacb, to human nature,

IF we now turn our eye to the oracles of
DIVINE REVELATION, we f{hall find clear and
manifold evidence that God approves and favors
the caufe of liberty, and that tyranny is moft
offenfive to him—Thisappears in his delivering
the Ifraelites from a ftate of miferable bondage,
and punifhing their oppreflors with a mighty

D2 . hand,
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hand, and ftretched-out arm, Jt appearsin the
faws and form of government he gave them ;
whereby liberty and property were fecured td
every one. It appears in the awful threatnings
denounced by the pr0phets againft the enflavers

anl oppreflors of mankind ; and which have
been terribly executed. ™ It appears in the whole
ftrain, {pirit, and tendency of the doctiine and
rcho:on taught ‘and inculcated thrcughout the
funpturcs which is to promote the praitice of
goodnefs, rxghtcou (nefs and truth, with all other
divine and focial virtues ; and to diffuade men
from all aés of injultice or unkininefs, whe reb}
the sighis or liberties of any might be violated.
Ic appears further, from ex;m.(s dire@lions and
exhortations to chr:fhans, that they ftard falt in
their liberty. and be nct entangled with a yokc
of bondage ; nor be the fervants of men ; nor

call any man mafter upon earth ; nor excrcifc
Jordly dominion over one anoth.er, Finally, 1
appears from the example of Chrift, and the apo-
fties, prophets, and holy men, whofe charalters
and couduc’t are recorded for our imitation ;
who fpoke and acted with the moft ingenuous
frecdom and moft reverfe to a bale fervile fpirit.
Thefe hints mxght be copioufly illuftrated from
the fcriptures, * which might be both mf‘ruéhvc
and cmcrtammg EBut I muft wave it.—

BuT this call to liberty, which we are now
conﬁqcnng, may be undezftood to import God’s

giv’ g
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givine us the ACTUAL PossessIoN of, as wel]
as a right to this invaluable privilege. An.l here
this divine goodnefs deferves our gratetul notice,
that, through the kind and wonderful difpofals
of providence, mankind enjoy {o much liborty,
For though it is a melancholy truth that thic s
much tyranny and oppreffion 1n the wouid, 2
all arc more or lefs entangled with vokese! b e
dage in fome kiod, and are not {o trec 3 Ty
ought to be ; yet it muft alfo be acknow . -d,
that as evezy degree of liberty which mer ¢ jon,
15 the gift of God, fo there arc none but n.ve 4
(hare of this fweet bleflidg ; and indced the
greater part enjoy confiderable degrees of it
Notwithftanding the defpotic claims of tyrants,
we fee that their penicious and appreflive power
is reftrained byGod in ways japumerable. Thefe
fierce beafts are chained, their horns are fhort-
ned, their mouths muzzled, and they are divert-
ed from their purpofes. By this means men
often enjoy no fmall fhare of liberty, even under
tho(e forms of government which are moft un-
friendly to it, | | - |

IT is, however, to be obferved, that as God
has a fovereign right to deal out his own gifts in
what meafure and proportion he pleafes, fo he
calls different men to ifferent kinds and degrees
of liberty., Though the natural rights of men
may, in general, {eem much alike, they being,
in this refpe, ““ all FREE and EqQUAL ;” yet
itis in different degrees that they are permitted
to ufe them, According to the differers civil

- conflitutions
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corftitutions which men are under, their ¢fvr! )i
berty is larger, or more reftricted.—And, indeed,
under evary form of government it is neceflary
that fome ranks and denomirations of men thould
be allowed more ample civil privileges than o-
ghers. And as to chriffian liberty, this s the
-peculiar right and privilege of the dilciples of
- Chrift ; no others have any lot or portion in thig
matter.  And though all chriltians are fre 75.
decd, and are by the {pecial grace ot GOD, enti-
r:ed and admitted to the liberties and privileges
of his heavenly kingdom ; yet all do not enjoy
“themin like meafure : no: is the liberty of any
-perfeft in this woild ;" but is mors o icfs entas.-
gled ond reftrained by the power of fin and Sa-
tan, a;.c the men and things of the world. It
will, however, graduaily work itfelf clear of all
thefe clogs ; and our call to the glorious liberty
ot the children of GOD, will, in the heavenly
ftate, have its full effect. |

As it is a great happinefs to a people when
their civii conftitution and laws are favorable *
to civil and religious liberty ; fo there is per-
baps no part of the world more happy, in this
refpect, than thefe United States, or that have
been called by Divine Providence to the poflef-
fion and enjoyment of fuch a degree of liberty as.
we have been, |

I‘r. yvhat has been cffered under this firft head
[bou!d feem too long, abftrufe, and fpeculative,
1 will endeavour to make fome atonement by

beirg
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being inorter, plainer, and more pradical in
what remains,

- OUR SECOND GENERAL POINT i, *
they who are called to liberty fhould be carerua
not to abufe it for an occafion to the fle(b.”

- They thouid not run wild becaufe they are tree ;

or take encouragement to indulge themfelves in
z lawlefs and licentious temper and practice.

It is agreat evidence of the weaknefs and
folly of men that they, in general, tan no better
bear that ftate of freedom to which rhey are cal-
lcd ; wad when they have fuch a price in their
hands, they fo feldom ufe it wifely and foberly,
and to advantage, Their lufts and paffions are
ready to break out into wild exceffes when they
find themfelves free from outward reftraints,
The apoftle, well aware of this danger, has left
this caution in the text, ¢ ufe not liberty for dn
occafion to the fleth,”  And St, Peter alfc {peaks
to thé fame effeét ; ¢ As free, but not ufing
your liberty fcr a cloak of malicioufnefs,”” We
are pleafed with the thought of being free ; but
Liow often do we fhew that we have not a heart
rightly to improve our privileges ? When we
get the helm into our own hands, what wild
courfes do we often fteer . When we find our-
felves at libe:iy to direct our fteps, how prone
are we to turn afide into <rooked paths ! |

- We cannot therefore be too much on our
guard againt thefe licentious abufes ; for, befides
: e e e et e R T - °ur )
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- cur liablenefs thereto; it fhould be confidered .
that they are bighly (riminal. When we make
an ill ufe of liberty, we thew ourfelves moft un-
worthy to have it, and deferve to have our talent
taken from us. It is ungrateful to GCD, and
injurious and uncharitable to men. It turns our
glory into thame, and expcfes to reproach that
perfeit low of liberty by which we profefs to be
governed,

*fur abufe of liberty draws after it al(oa train
ot the worf confequences, It 15, we may fay,
““the root of all evil.” 1t makes our privileges
become our grievances, and turns our bleﬁings
into curfes ¢ yea, it de@roys liberty itfelf, and s
an inlet to tyranny and flavery, True liberty is
a tender thing : it languifhes and dies under li-
centious zbufes, Rulers, by abufing their liber-
ty, betray their truft ; and their autHority dege-
perates into tyranny. And when fubjefls abufe
their privileges, and becomé diforderly, ungo-
vernable, undutiful, fa&iots, and irreligious,
their focial union is greatly weakened, and they
fuffer the worft effects of flavery, while they
have cnly an empty fhadow of freedom, Itis
true virtue, and réligion, and fubjection to the
Jaws and crdinances of GOD, that can only pre-
ferve the liberty of any people. Without this,
declarations of rights and forms of government
are vain : And 1 know not whethér it be not
betser for a licentious people to- be under a def-
potic government than any other, Such a peo-
ple may well expet to come under fuch a go<
VCIDIRSRT,
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vernment as the natural and penal effe&t of thcil
vices—Thus it befel the Ifraclites as they hac
been forewarned : ¢ That if they would not
ferve the Lord they, thould ferve their :nemies,
who would puta yoke of iron on their necks.”

No lefs prejudicizl is the .abufé of religsous
liberty to the {piritua! interefts of the chriflian
chu:ch. From this fource an inundation of
infidelity, and manitoid corruption in de&rine,
difcipline, worfhip, and praice, with moft un-
charitable contentions, and fchifms, have iffued
which have made terrible havock in God’s he-
ritage. Hence—But I muft leave it to my hear-
ers to purfue thefe refle@ions. The cvils flow<
ing from this fonrce are fo many, that it is im=
poflible to give a detail of them.

~For the like reafon I can only fuggeft a few
fbort ard generzl hints, refpefling the feveral
waeys in which we might be in danger of abufing
our liberty ; a point highly worthy of fpecial
attention, and which I had thought to have con-
fidered more particulariy : But on fuch a fubje®
one would bardly know where to ftop. 1 thalk
therefore only fay, we thould take heed that Li-
berty of téinking for ourfelves, or the right of
private judgment become not an occafion of infi=
delity, or {cepticifm, or of our being carried a«
way with unfound do¢trines, and our minds cor=
rupted from the fimplicity that is in Chri. Ls-
berty of [peaking our thoughts muft not be abufed
to the dithoner of God, and religion and viriue 3
T g e e AR R
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fo: the’ encouragement of vice, or hurtful errors ;-
to the detriment ot the commonwealth ; or to
the injury, grievance, or fcandal of any one.
Liberty of conjctence muft not be abufed into a
pretence for neglefting religious worfhip, pro~
_phaning” God’s fabbaths and ordinances, or refu-
gng to do ‘our part for the fuppor t of government
and the means of religious infiroction, In a
word,—as we would avcid the abufe ot liberty,
fet us all take heed that we utc it not srrefigionfly,
by tranfgrefling God’s commands, or by neglett-
ing or prophaning his worfhip and ordinances ¢
nor undutifuily, by refufing due Honor atu.d {ub-
jection to rightful authority, in tamilies, churches:
ot commonwealth : nor injurioufly, unkinaly,
end uncbaritably, to the wrong, the damage, the
grief and offence of our brethren : mor snords-
nately, exceeding the bounds of moderation, fo-
Priety and expediency, even in things that are in
themfelves lawtul,

*  As a prefervative from thefe, and all other a«
Bufes, let it be our ¢*r¢ thoroughly to imbibe the
fpirit of the gofpe!, ‘‘that perfett law of liber-
ty,”’ and bave our fentiments, our temper, and
manners, formed by its divine doéirine: and rules.
Xict us cheri(h in our hearts the fear and love of
God, wi'lythat benevolence and churity which'
is the fulfilling of the law, and which only con
effcQually correct the inordinacy of thofe felfith
nffections which are the maiignant root of thefe
abufes, And, toadd no more, let it be our care
to underfiand, .diftinétly, the nature and extent

of’
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«af our liberty, and of sur duty, in their connecae
sion and confiftency with each other; and that
our freedom can no otherwife be maintained and
excercifed, fo asto be ary real privilege, than
by our being the fervants of God, and ¢ by-love
ferving one another,” o
~ Tuis was the THIR D POINT contained in oue
text, viz.—That it is our duty, and no iufringe-
ment of our liberty, to ferve ome another in love,
Though God has made us free, yet it is no dil-
Paragement to be, in g liberal [enfe, fervants to
each other : nay, it is our honor to be fo—this
gives true dignity to men of the highelt rank.
It is a very honorable chara&er given to David,
a great and excellent King, that he servep his
generation hy the will of GOD—And a fur
greater King. even David’s Lord, and the heir of
all things, when he aflumed our fleth, and dwe<lt
among us, * came to minifter,” and ¢ was with
us as one that ferveth.,” We ought, as the apof=
tle dire@s, to ¢ be all of us {ubject one to ano=-
ther.” Rulers, as has been obferved, are all of
them pBLLOW suBJeCTs with other members of
the civil body, and hold their authority undec
the ftate. They who exercife the higheft ordi-
nary pewers of government do it as the zruflees
and fervants of the people; and it is their duty
o ferve the Commonwealth faithfully, and not
tyrannize over any, And it is no lefs the duty
of every one, whatever his rank may be, to per-
form the fervices properly .incumbeot on- him,
with like fidelity,  But as the duty of mutual

R R fubje.tion
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{ubjetion was confidered at large upoa the la@
anniverfary of this kind, I {hall infil¥ no futtheg
Pponit: 2 . Ve ven vy e N T i .

THERE Is one thing, howeyer, our text fug-
gefts, relative to the mutual fervice required of
us, which fhould not be pafled oyer unnoticed :
and that is the principle by which we are ‘there~
in to be moved and actuvated, "¢ By rove /eree
one anotber.” Love ‘muft be the vital fpring to
put every member of the body in motion, and
?ct the whole fyftem at work in a circufation of
fervices, and then they will be all free.” We a&
moft freely when we are prompted by love,  If
we have a fincere and warm affe@ion one to ano-
ther, our” fervices ‘'will not "be performed with
flavith reluétance, bot in the full ‘enjoyment of
Jiberty. " A ruler,’or a fubject, who is of a truly
fublic (pirit, who tenders the intereft of his fel-

ow- citizens, and fympathizes with them in their
joys and forrows, will rejoice in an opportunity
of ferving them ; nor will he grudge the paing
it cofts him.” Love makes his férvices eafy, plea-
fant and free : and he “never enjoys his liberty
more to his own fatisfa@tion, than when hé is
moft engaged in the fervice of his generation,

- Tux rrrLECTIONs with which it is time
%o clofe this difcourfe muft be confined to the
prefent occafion, = T

WE in this land have great reafon to bow
Qur knce before Ged ‘in humble thaukfulnefs
Yo 3 S T thai
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that he has called us to liberty. He has nat
only given us a right to natural and civil liberty
in common with others of our fellow men, but
has al{ given us the poffeffion of this invaluable
blefling, and that in fucha degree as few in the
world are favored with,—Jt is an happinefs al-
moft peculiar to thefe United States, for an en-
Jightued people to have the opportunity of deli-
berately forming asd freely choofing the plan of
government undér which they are to live. And
though we do not prefume to fay that . there is
nothing amifs or defe@ive in our civil conftitu-
tion ; (it is the prerogative of God alont to
have his work all perfe@t) yet the form of our
government, and fpirit of our laws are, to fpeak
modeftly, favorablé to the free enjoyment of our
natural rights, fo far as can confit with our po-
litical union, ‘and the intereft of the Common-
wealth. ‘And we fhould be unthankful to GOD
and man, not to be fenfible of, and own the wif-
dom ‘and fidelity of thofe who had the chic!’
hand in this important and arduous work. Be.
fides the ample civil privileges which are fecured
to all orders of citizens, we rejoice to find tha
the right of enflaving our fellow men is abfolute..
ly difclaimed. That inhuman monfter Sra--
very, which has too long been’ tolerated, is
at length profcribed, and is ro longer fuffered t>
live with us. And it is devcutly withed, that
~ the turf may lie firm uponits grave. The rights
of confcience alfo, in matters of religion, ars
ftrongly guarded, and the door is happily fhut
and faft "barred- againft ecclefiattical eitablith..
bt It cccichaitl meDts
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Aments by human laws, which have done fo
anuch hurt in the world. Every one is now
fully at liberty to worthip GOD in the way
which he judges to be moft acccptablc to him,
while he dcmcans him{elf as a good citizen. Nor
fhould we forget our chriftian privileges in ha-
ving the ordinances of the gotpel adminifired
among us, which we may with all freedom at-
tend upon for our fpiriual cdification, if it be
not our own fault. Ad{ to this the fovercignty
“and prerogatives of FREX AND INDLPENDENT
S raTaes, which at leagth are ncknowlcdgcd and
(olcmnly recognized as pelonging to us.© How
much reafon have we to account ourfelves hap-
py that ourlot has fallen to us in pleafant places,
and we have fo goodly an heritaze. Blcﬂ'cd are
our ¢yes which fec the things we fee, and our
cars which hear the things we Bear. And blef-
-{ed be the Lord who hath vifited and redeemed

people ; who hath called them to liberfy,
and granted them the bleflings of peace, that
we, bcmg delivered out of the band of our ene-
mics, might ferve him withaut fear, in holinets
and nghtcou(nch before him, all the days of ous
life.

AxD is it not then our duty to ftand falt in
this liberty to which GOD hath called us ? We
fhould fhgw ourfelves moft unworthy ofour birth-
sight, if, like Efau, we thould fell it fora com-
tcmpnble price 3 nay, if we (hould fell itat any
rate. Liberty is a pearl of too great price to be
bartered, }_Ng may fitly accomynodate t(llxe

words
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words of Solomon ; ‘¢ She is more precious
«¢ than the rubies ; and all the things thou canfk
¢ defircare not to be compared to her. Length
1¢ of days are in her right hand, and in her left
s« are riches and honor. Her ways are ways of
s¢ pleafahtnefs, and all her paths are peace. She
« isa tree of life to them that lay hold 1spor her ;
¢ and happy is every one that rétaineth her.”
We have done ourfelves great and lafting honor
by our btave, vigorous,. and, by the blefling of
&;0D, fuccefsful and effe@ual defenee of our cis
vil liberty. Though in refpe® of right, wé
were free born, as every man is ; yet it is with a
preat {um that we have obtained the pofieffion
of chis our inheritanee, clear of the incumbrance
of beihg dependent on, and fubject to the con-
troul of foreign power. To fecure the continu-
¢d enjoyment of the prize which has been won
with to much expence of blood and treafure, is
furely an object worthy of the attention of eve-
ry one. And we can do nothing better for this
purpofe than to make it our moft ferious care to
wfe our liberty aright, that is, pioufly, equitably,
charitably, and foberly ; and that we abufe it
not for an occafion to the fleth,

Turs caution againt the abufe of liberty
ought to fink deep into our hearts; for here
feems to be our greate(t danger. Our condu&,
at the time when attempts were made to wreft
our privileges from us, is a witnefs for us, that
we were not infenfible of the value and impore
tance of them, By the blefling of Almighy



[ 40 ]
5_300 our ftruggle is now bappily tetminated;
and we are now unbuckling the harneiy, having
gccompliied our warfare with defired fuccefs,
We Are A FrRER PrcPLe, . We have main.
tained our claim to liberty effeCtually againit
thofe who difputed it 5 and have indeed muore
liberty than we at firlt thought of claiming,
And if we are fo wife and fober as not to abufe
it, we truft in God that we fhall b¢ happy our-
{elves, and leave this fair ipheritance to fucceed-
ing generations., But we flatter ourfelves, if we
think that our having legal fecurities of civil and
religious liberty will infure our profperity. Nay,
if our privileges are licentioufly abufed, we fhall
have no folid advantages of them, but they will
rather prove; as was faid, intolerable grievances,
The namic itfelf of liberty has been reproached,
1 had almoft iaid . blafpk>med, on account of
thefe abufes, which have given occafion to fome
to call it a popular sdol. And we thall make
an idol of it indeed, if it draws away our hearts
from the fervice of God, and etiboldens us to
¢ firengthen ourfelves in wickednefs, and blefs
3¢ ourfe%ves’ in our own hearts, faying, we fhall
¢ have peace though we walk in the imagina-
“ tion of our hearts.” That people only can
‘be truly free and happy who have the Lord for
theic God, their law-giver, and king ; and whe
demean themfelves as his obedient fervants,

¢ Q that there were fuch an heart in us, that
¢ we might fear the Lord, and keep all his

* commandments always, that it might be well
& with us, and with our children torever.”
e memeos s v @u&
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. Our honored ruLers will confidér therits
felves, as, under God, the guardians of this PRE-
crous pFPostTUM, which divine .providence
has put into our hands, 1n this light. we view
taem, and not.with an evil eye of malignant
jedloufy; as thofe who would willingly rob the
commonwealth of its crown, or fteal the jewels
out of it ; that is, abridge our privileges, to ex-
tend their own prerogatives, As the places of
higheft authority are difpefed of by the free fufe
‘trage of the people; they are 19 e confidered a3
marks of great confidence in the wifdor: and fi-
delity of thofe whom they call to fiil them }§
and as publi¢ teltimonies to their merit. or
will they take it amifs to be filed the fervan:s
of the peopie ; but will accept the title as it is
fneant, for a title of diftinguithed honor. For
it holds equally true in a tree commonwealth as
in the church, that * He who is greateft,is moft
eminently fervant of all,”

- Wk have confidence in our civil fathers, that
their upright # 1 faithful endeavours will not be
wanting to fec : and perpetuate the bleflings of
peace and liber.  whick God hath given us, and,
to promote the true iatereft of this people 3
and that their integrity will preferve them and
us. While the mealures of righteoufnéfs are
faithfully obferved in their adminiltrations, we
doubt not but that they will, by the blefling of
God, be crowned with good fuccefs, *¢ Unto
the upright arifeth light in the darknefs,” to
dire@, cheer, and comfort them, in their greateft
| F 7 difficulties
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difficu'ties and Qiraits. It is “* by righteoufnefs
that the throne of government is ‘ﬂabnxcd
and the nation i1s exalted.” And indecd the’
grand fecret =f political wifdom is to maintain
a fleacy, thorough and untainted integricy : a
fec:et hidden from thofe ferpentinc pohuuans,

who think it neceflary to turn afide into crooked
paths to compafs their defigns.  Unfair artifices
and intrijues may fonunmes anfwer a prefent
turn ; bat they do more burt than good : they
breed worfe diflempers than they remedy or
prevent.  Whatever deligns cannet be carried
by rair meafures, had better not be carried at all,
- Cod will curfe that policy which fets the rules
- of righteoufnefs at defiance. If this {entiment
fhould be sfcribed to the implicity of one who
35 unexperienced in .ae affairs of the woild, i
may be confirmed by the atteftaticn of the creat
"L ARRINGTON, who fays, ¢“ That the prexend

‘ ed depth and dsfhculty in matters of flate 1s
¢ a mere cheat. From the beginning of the
<t world to this day you never found a com-
<* monwealth where the caders having honefty
“¢ enough wanted tkill enough te lead her to her
¢t true .intereft, at home and abroad.” And,
that I may not feem to have gone beyond my
own line, a vet greater authority may be addu-
€ed ; even that of the wife and infpired Kking
_S‘"l-OMON who fays, * He that waiketh up-
¢ nightly walketh furely ; and the integrity of
2 the uprwht ﬂull smdc hxm.”

Aras!
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Aias ! for that people whofe rulers think it
&0 be good policy to break over the facred rules
ot jultice. We hope inGod that the condut of
our public aff:irs wili never fall into ti:e hands
of tho.e who are given up to fuch an awful infa-
teation. If indeed we could perfuade curfelves
that the worid was goveraed by chance, fuch a
ftri® adherence to thefe rules might net feem
needful, or fit to be infitted on.  But under the
government of a righteccus GOD, we may be
fure that u; mmtcous meafures can never be for
the true intereft of a people, 1t is the blefling
of GOD that muft render the means {fuccefsful
we make ufe of to anfwer our ecnds. .What
madnefs then muft be in their hearts who ima-
gine that GOD will annex a blefliag to the pre-
{umptuous tranfzreflion of his own laws |—It i
ordered indeed for the trial and diicipline of vir-
tue, that it fhould fometimes have to ftruggle
with great dithealties and oppofition, which
might be avoided it we would let go our integri-
ty : but the avoiding thefe difficulties in this
way, will, without fail, run us into mueh worfe
ones, The advantages of unrighteoulhefs are
dearly bought, If our country, nay, if the
world can no otherwife be preferved than by vi-
olating the rules of truth and righteoufnefs, IN
THE NAME OF ALL THAT 1S SACRED LET
17 sink. - But while the throne of GUDP ftands
unfthaken, ‘'we may truft in him, and not fear
that we (hall ever be lofers by our fidelity and
ohedience to his laws,

F 2 | THAT
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Trar corrupt craft, and thofe cunning con-
Rrivances, ‘which polincxans have often had ‘e~
¢ourfe to in ftate aifairs, ‘when they were refol-
ved to carry "a favorite point “at any rate, have
been the -difgrace of policy, and the peﬁ of
fates. - They who turn afide into thefe crooked
ways, witl foon find themfclves in a perfc.é't la=
byrinth:- TFricking will {oon fink"a man’s ' cre-
dit and reputation,- and lofe him the confidence
rf mankind, which is of the utmoft importance
in order to a fuccefsful profecution of defigns of
publicconcernment. Unfair artifices are an m[ult

upon the moral government of GOD, who knows
how to take the wife in their own craftinefs. and
turn to foolithnefs the counfels of the Ah:tophcls,

who applaud tbcmfclvcs moﬁ in thcxr ﬂcnll and
ﬂddtcfs. e :

Ir may well difcourage wife obfervers from
attempting to KromOte the public interéft by ini-
quity, that fuch ‘attempts are conftantly found (o
be of unhappy dnd peznicious confequence. The
laws by which GOD governs the world muft be
quite altered, the courfe of nature mutt be re-
verfed, before it can reaforiably - be hoped that
unrnghtcéus ichemes will operate for the. rcal ad-
vantage-of a people.” ‘And ir is the fctvcnt wx(h
of thofe who have the true intereft of their coun-
try moft at heart, that there may be 4 full and
fair experiment made what effect & frictly righ-
teous and equitable adminiftration of government
will have upon'the national intereft. .- And they
Rave rax[cd cxpcaauons, tbat in that cafe we
dia : - ﬂxould
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{hould foon fee our public affairs in a fitnation
much to our fatisfa&ion and honor, and the ho
nor of virtuous policy, which would appear in
its proper digaity after fuch a triumph over its
intriguing rival. The eyes of the wafld are turn-
ed to obferve our conduct at this important pe-
riod, which will be likely to fix the ftamp ot ho-
nor,or the brand of infamy,on our national charace
ter.© We hope our ralers will not be lefs tender
of the honor of the commoniwealth than ot their
owh,or that of their families : and that they will
not give occafion to any to apply to them what
has been obferved by fome, *¢ That fuch deeds
¢ havé been often doné by bodies “or ¢ommuni-.
ties of men, as moft ‘of the inlividuals of.
which fuch communities confifted, acting fe=
parately, would have been afhamied of.” And
it is alfo to be remembered (which ought much
more to move us) that the eye of the great
King oF NaTions is upon us to obferve whe-
ther we will be - obedient to his laws : and he
is, as it ‘weve, laying to us in the words of the.
prophet, ¢ Prove me now herewith, whether [
¢ will not open you the windows of heavcn’
¢ and pour you out a bleﬂing v

¢
1 {

As for thofe who fneer at righteous policy;
integrity and public fpiritednefs, and who repre~
fent all men as being alike pcrfeétl Iclﬁfh {

thall only fay, that if the pictore of mankmd
which they give us was taken from thclr own,
hearts, we will not difpute their {kill in draw=

mg, but willown it may. be s firiking, yea, a
ihockmg
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fhocking likenels of the perfons who fat for it,
But let thern g0— "y honorable hearers know,
~as every honeit man does, that there is fuch a
thing in the world as integrity, and virtue, and
public fpuit, and that it is no bypocritical pre-
fence. ‘ | |

As rivhteoufne(s is the root and baflis of li-
berty, I have not, I hope, wandered from my
fubject in inculcating a due regard thereto in
the admiuniftration of government. And it is
alfo hoped that the freedom of fpeech which
has been ufed on this occalion, (a freedom which
the prefence ot thofe before whorn it has been ta-
:ken,hasno tendency to check, but rather to infpire
.and animate,) ‘will not be deemed an abufe of
Jiberty, But it more has been faid than may be
ahought needful, or if any expreffions {hould
feem too warm or bold, they will I hope, be
candidly imputed to an honeft zeal for public
wirtue, and for the liberty, the intcreft, and the
honor of mv dear country ; and to an earneft
.and inexprefhble defire that this vaft political
ftru@ure, which to the wonder of the world
has rofe fo {uddenly as a temple of liberty in
NcerTH-AMERICA, the building of which has
been carried on fo far with fuch happy fuccefs,
-mgy receive the finifhing touch to the utmoft ad-
‘advantage, and may ftand as a glorious and laf-
ing MONUMENT to the honor of thofe by whom,
~under God; it has been ere@ed :—a monument
far more grand and magnificent than 'MA usoL €~
YMs, PYRAMEDS, Of TRIUMPHAL ARCH{{S- |
o " H[
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Tur prefent ftate of our affuire is fuch as calls
for the utmoft attention of our civil rulers, and
affords them uncommon opportunities for fer=
vices of the moft important kind. It is, I think,
needlefs, and mi_ht feem prefumptous, for me
to go into a derail of thofe oljeé@ls which claim
their fpecial attention : their own more j.(, pe-
netrating, and comprehenfive views, will veadily
fuggeft the valtnefs of their truft, in having the
care of the liberties and properties, the religion
and morals; the means of e .cation and literary
improvement, of this people ; tefides fuch regu-
lations as are neceflary o maintain and firength=
én that conneion between the feverai parts of
this united fyflem of ftates, which is of {o much
importance to the welfare of the whole. We
are not infenfible of the difficulties they have to
itroggle with,—and {ympathize wxh them on
that account, But tnefe thould rather animase
than difcourage them., THESE ARE THE TRI-
ALS AND PRCOFS OF VIRTUE, whereby it is
diftinguithed from counterfeit PfCtC‘XCﬁu,‘ and is
found unto praife, and honor, and glory.  If they
are faithful they may expelt to difpleafe fome =
but they will have the applaufe of (htir own
conicicr:ccs, and of the beft friends of their coun-
wry ¢ their children will rife up and call them
blefled, and GOD bimfeif will tkink on them for
'good. * The armour of light” will repel the
darts of calumny which may be thrown at them,
They will only need to. fland forth in open day.
The light wiil render. them invulnerable; and
their being known will be their lecurity, —Aand

GOD
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COD f'orbnd that an of us thould be back.
ward to {upport them in their faithful endea-
vours; or that we fhould ceale to pray for them;
that GOD would be with them : that theit
hearts may. be encouraged, and their hands
ftrengthened with a double portion of his Ipi-
rit : that they may be infpired with the wi{dom,
integrity, fortitude, and unfainting refolution ne-
ceflary to profccute ind accomplith their defigns
for the public good. *¢ We with them a blefling

““ from the houfe of the Lord ; yea, we blis
“ them in the name of the Lord.”

TH1s day may well be aceounted the day of
the gladnels of our hearts, We enjoy, at lcngth
the Eleﬁings of peace and liberty :—uleflings;
—fat which; faints, now with God, have ear-
neftly braved-—hcrocs, of glorious memory; have
tought and bled—and patriots have wora out
vhemfelves with care; travail and exertion, The
joy of reaping the harveft which has been fowa
and watered with fo much tears and blood, is
referved for us. This day, yniTED AMERI-
ca fees the iffue and fruit of her travailing
throes, and is fatisfied, The fight of fo {weet
and lovely a birth, ccmforts and rejoices her,
after her agonizing labor.

Tuis day, we have the happinefs to fee our
CONGREGATION, even she legiflative affembly
of the commonwealth, eftablithed before the
Lord—our noBLEs from among ourfelves—and
our GovERNORS proceeding from the midft ot

oo =T .us‘
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ts. We view thisaugu®t body as repreféntifp
the whole republic, vefted with its majefty and
authority ; the diftinc: branches of which u-
nitevand concentre in the Govk RN2R, the com-~
mon reprefentative of the whole ftate. As his
Excerrency and his Honor are here prefent,
jt would feem fcarce decent for us to.give them
their due encomivm, or to exprefs fiecly how
worthy we elteem them of that pre-eminence te
which they are advanced; but their continved
and often repeated election to the higheft feats,
in the Commonwealth, fpeaks louder. and more
fignificantly than words can, the peculiar elteem
and confidence of the people, and in fuch a way,
as leaves no fufptcion of flattery,

We regard his EXCRLLENGY in partxcuiar 25
ot eminently authorized to & as the guar—
‘dnqn of our rights, and take care that the Repub-
lic recesve no detriment, His prerogatives and
powers we confider as a wife provilion for our
fecurity againft the pernicious effeéls of that nar<
row. policy which may prompt fogie to aim at
ferving their own particular conneions in ways
prejudicial to the general intereft, or injurious to
other parts of the ftate—Nor do we wilh that
the due exercife of thefe powers and prerogatives
thould be cramped. or dilcouraged ; but that they,
be exectted with all freedom and firmnefs for the
good of the people, whenever it fhall be need-
ful. It is, we doubt not, his fincere aim to im-’
prove thofe talents with which GOD has diftin=

guilned him, in promoting the true intereft of
G the
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the Commonwealth, and of the United States. =
‘May he bave the (ublime fatisfaétion of feeing
-the accomph(hment of his withes, and the fuce
-cefs of hisendeavours, to ferve his generation,—

.And the honorable Councri will, we truft, bz
.always ready to aifilt and co-operate in thefe ar-
_duous and important fervices, with thcu‘ wfo
npnght and iauhful adv:cc. e ]

Thz honorablc 92NA*0R< and REPRESEN-
TATIVES of the Commoanalth who fuftein
-and exercife fo great a fhare of its authOraty, and
‘in whom'the’peopl: repofe fo’ much confidence,

-will not take it amils to be teminded of the ex~
pe&atmns and .juft claims of the Siate, shat its
interefts be faxthfully attended to and purfued by
-them, not'only in' the eleCions cf this day, but
in all other mattérs on which they may afterwards
-have' occafion to aét. “Their views will beg
_¢xtenfive as the field of fervice they have b'c?;)re'
~them ;- and not' only the interéfts of -cheir par-
. ucular cdnﬁxments, bat-that of the whole Com-
“svonwealth, yea, of the whole United Stares; will
‘be duly regarded in their deliberations and re-
folves—liberality of fentiment, love to'their coun-
try, a truly public {pirit, with untdinted, vnfhaken
antegrity, will give dignity to their prcccedmgs and
‘throw lizhtupon- their paths : whetherthey con-
fider “themfelves as: rbe miniflers of Geod, or the
-ruflees'of the people, they can no otherwife fup-
port the dignity of their chara&er, or ahfwer the
judt expecttations of God aud man, than by a
fuithful dxkharbc of thc dutics of their ftation ;
LT nor
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nor thould it be forgatten that all mankind of
what ever rank, muft another dey {iand be!! ore
an impartial mbuual ‘'where an ..ccount wiil be
taken how every tdlcnt has been xmprovcc’ and
a recompence will be adjudged to every one ac«
cording as his work fhall be. Happy then will
he be beyond expreiﬁon who has maintained
his integrity in a'corrupt and enfoaring world ;
who has kept * a corfcience void of offence to~
wards GOD and toward: man ;" who €an hold
up his face before the Judge and fay, ** Remem
¢ ber, O Lord, how } have wilked before thee
“ in truh and with a perfe& heart ;"* and who
will reccive from him an an{wer of: acqurttancc
and approbation, ¢“ Well done good and fzith~
‘ ful 1ervant enter mtmhc 30y of thy Lord »

WiLL !hxs grave and vcnerabhﬂ audwncc bear
gith me while I' add one reflaétion of general
concerhment j—that it we would f-njoy trog i-
berty, we muft not only maintain our civil pri-
vileges, and guard againft a hcenuous and nmli-
Gious abufe of them, but it 'is above all things
necelfary that we be dclwen,d by GOD's fpecial
grace from the bondage of guilt, and the ﬂavcry
and fervice of fin and Satan, and that we be call-
ed effe@ually to the fpiritua’ freedom of the chil-
dren of GOD. Little reafon fhall we have to
‘boaft of liberty, or blefs ourfelves in our external’
privileges, if we are the ignominious fervants of
corruption,  This fpiritual liberty, Chrift has
obtained for all his true dilciples : and it can no
oxhcxwzfc be enjoyed by any of us, than by

G 2 taking
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taf(mg his yoke upon us, learning of t.m, anﬂ
continuing in his word’ '—Then thall * we
koow the truth, and the truth fhall mzke us
free indeed.” It is the ‘true Chriftian alone
who is the LoRD's FxEs MAN; and a denizon
of the new Jerufalem. Au honor and priviicge
to which we cannot maintain -our cluim, unlef
we realize our profeffion of Chriltanity, by fer-
ving the Lord Chrit with all good fidelity, and
ferving one another in love. . Bé this the object
of our greétcﬁ care and ambition. We may then
with hope dad earnéft expéctation, wait for the
day of our cbmplete rédemption. The GRAND
JusiLee Wil dt 'Angth be proclaiméd by the
found of the Arch-Angel’s trumpet, which will
call thé fons afid heirs of GOD to the CONSU M-

MATE LIBERTY of his heavenly kingdom, and
induce therti to the inheritance incorruptable,

ondefiled; and that fadeth not away, referved fo
them,
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Ma¥ this be the lot of usall, thiongh the
grace of GOD our Saviour.
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