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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

Gentlemen,

ERHAPS you may remember, that in my Letter of

Thanks to my worthy friends and confeituents, upon the
occafion of their having conferred the honour of their choice
upon me 1o ferve them in the prefent parliament, I made ufe
of the following words, ¢ Permit me to affure you, that it
¢ is my determined purpofe, to cultivate your confidence and
¢ efteem to the utmofl of my power, by fuck a mutual inter-
¢ courfe withyou as may convince ya# that I intend to keep
“ up that conneltion, whick, in the very idea of reprefenta-
“ tion, ought to fubfift between the elefZors and the eleffed.”
Thefe words were not cafual or curfory. I forefaw, at that
time, that a train of events, moft important to the fulure
greatnefs and welfare of this country, was then juf} treading
upon our heels.

In this opinion of the then depending courfe of events, I
did, at that time, referve in my own mind the intention of
laying before my conflituents, any fuch futnre ftate and con-
dition of the marional concerns, as might appear lo be of
greatermagnitude and importance than the érdﬁzar_y coyrfe
of public confiderations whick are commitied to the Judgment
of a reprefentative affembly, without requiring any [pecial
attention on the part of their comftituents, I now think
that period of time is come, in which it is fit that our confli-
tuents fhould be apprized of the very alarming flate of nati-
onal affairs. Confidering it, therefore, as a part of my pub-
lic duty to put you [pecially upon your guard, in any cafe of
extraordinary importance, and being defirous at the fame time
to explain to you, as to my much refpelied conflituents, the
motives of my own condull in parliament, I have vaken the

liberty to addrefs to you fome Letters upon the American war.
2ou
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You will receive them in print foon after the receipt of this.
I hope and truft in the favourable opinion of my conftituenis
to believe me, when I affure them, that it always has been,
and ever will be, my fincere intention to cxecute the truft

which they have repofed in me, according to the beft of my
abilities, with induftry, vigilance, and fidelity.

I am, -
With the greatef refpelt and confideration,
Gentlemen, o
 Your much obliged

And faithful humble fervant,

D. HARTLETYT.

9 JU 64
London, Dec. 9, 1778.

Yo the Right Worfhipful the Mayor and Corporation,
Yo the Worfhipful the Wardens and Corporation
of the Trinity-Houfe, and
Do the Worfhipful Burgeffes
Of the Town of KincsTton-vron-HuLL.



LETTETZR T

GENTLEMEN -

N the prefent alarming fituation of natlonal affairs, I eonﬁder

it as a debt of public duty which I owe to you, to endeavour

to lay before you fome ftate of the public concerns, in wlnch
as one of the moft important and refpe€table boroughs in this
kingdom, you have a moft material flake depending. 1 am more-
over perfonally folicitous, to take an opportunity of .giv'in'g‘, to
thofe friends who. have honored me with a parliamentary truft,
an early and explicit account of my own conduét during the laft
four years; a period which has produced fuch unexpefted and
momentous events. In this fhort period of four years, by much
the greateft and moft encreafing parts of the Britith domlmons
are loft; the lives of many thoufands of our fellow-fub_]e&s have
been facrificed; thirty or forty millions of national property havé
been thrown away; an hundred fhips of war, and near an hun-
dred thoufand men by fea and land, are cut off from the force of
this country, at a time when a war with the Houfe of Bourbon i s
brought upon us. ‘We are come to a full and experimental con-
viétion, of the folly and impra&ticability of the American war.
That chapter therefore is finally clofed, by the total lofs of Ame-
rica, Heredf is thep, that I with to make an appeal to my cons
flituents, and to explain to them, that I have in no degree | been
inftrumental, or concurrmg, in. the m.eafures Wthh have produs

ced thefe misforrunes.
IT is faid that fhort accounts make long frxends, for whu:h

reafon it is, thatl w:ih to dxfcha::ge my mind to you now, th]\
refpeét to what is pafl ; and at the fame time to. advertife yau of
the alarming profpeét of your aﬁ'am, as bemupﬂ: upon the opemns
of a war with the Houfe of Bourbon joined | to AJnenca- Thc
inflexible obftinacy of an Admmxftrauon, who would héar ng

reafon, and who have fecreted every mformanon ﬁ'om Par'lli-
B | m’bnt
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ment and the Public, till the event too fatally proclaims ifelf,
has wafted your men and millions; has alienated your Colonies,
and driven them into the arms of France; has not only brought
you into a ftate unprepared for war, againft the natural ene-
mies and rivals of this country, but has confumed your beft re-
fources, previous to the outfet. If a minifter of the Houfe of
Bourbon had diétated every meafure which has been purfued for
the laft four years, he could not have devifed a more {yftematical
plan for renewing, with advantage to our rivals, the antient con-
teft between us, of national greatnefs and power. What various
events may await us, in the renewal of this conteft, no nan can
forefee ; but fome confequences are too plain not to be forefeen.
The millions which we have thrown away, and the taxes with

which we have loaded ourfelves and our pofterity, muft be dou-
bled by other millions, and other taxes, added to accumulated

public debts, and declining credit. The deftrution of thofe men

by fea and land, who have been facrificed to death and captivity,
together with thoufands more, who are at this moment cut off
from our domeftic flrength, muft be fupplied at home, by the
beft blood of this country, who may perhaps be called upon, in
their own perfons, to defend their native fhores. . Whatever fu.
ture events of this kind may be prepared for us, will all owe
their origin, and will all be chargeable, to the account of the ad-
vifers, and conduftors, of this fatal American war. The money
and men already confumed might have ferved as a bulwark and
defence againft any foreign wars; and what ftill adds to the mis-
fortune 1is, that it is the folly of having confumed our refources
beforehand, and of having quarrelled with thofe who might have
been our beft friends, which has brought foreign wars upon us.
I know when the farther demands of enormous taxes ‘and fup.
plies, with the continued load of perfonal fervice, and with all
other burdens, and calamities of war, come upon us, that the
_Aetféﬂatipn and relentment of the nation will purfue the authors
ef the public diftrefs; and therefore I defire, for one, to ftand
clear in the judgment of my country, and particularly in the opi-
nion of my Conflituents, as not having been acceflary or con.
fenting to any of the meafures which have fevered America from

us; and which, having cut off fo great a proportion of our re-
fources,
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fources, in men and money, by- a civil war with thofe who once
were our fellow fubjefls, has at length plunged us into the gene-
ral confufion and chances of foreign wars, in which no man cin
give any prefumptive or definite calculation of the coft, or of
the duration, and leaft of all of the event.

I hope that I need not make any apalogy for fpeakmg thus
perfonally of myfelf, becaufe I am writing an addrefs to my Con-
ftituents, whofe favour and good opinion is every thing to me;.
I wifh to be underflood, as not confidering my perfonal vote
or conduét to be an obje& calling for a public difcuffion, but
that having formed my own judgment upon the cale with a frce and
unbiaffed mind, and having been fupported and flrengthened in
that judgment by the opinions and public arguments of many
perfons of the highelt charatter, for abilities,. integrity, and ex-
perience, who have uniformly oppofed the principles and conti.
nuation of the American war, I have aéted with them ; and
therefore, it is upon the arguments of their juftiiication to the pib-
lic, that I wifh to reft my claim to the confidence and good will of
my Conflituents. Having premifed thus much, I fhall enter
into the general arguments, in the cafe before us, becaufe,
although the vindication of a private individual may be a trivial
confideration to the public, yet it is not fo with great bodies, and
parties of men, afling in the public eye, and claiming the firlt
rank and importance in their country. The pubhic ought to know,
who thofe men are, who have driven their country to the brink
of ruin, who have difdained all temperate counfel, who have vi-
lified every prudent fuggeftion, and the authors of them: They
ought alfo to know the principles upon which other men have
advifed meafures of difcretion and fafety. The difference may,
perhaps, be nothing lefs than the very exiftence or deﬁru&xon';
of the State.

-~ That America was ours at the opening of the firft {eflion of
the prefent parliament is as undoubtedly true, as it 1s now true,
that it is no longer fo. The American difputes, doubtlefs, had
their foundation a long time antecedent to that period. But this
is nothing to the prefent queftion, by whofe advice, and by what
meafures, America has been fevered from us? for at the begin-

ning of the prefent parliament, America not enly was ours, but
B s might
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might have beén reraived in unity aud affe€lion to us, if mea-
fures, the revetfe of ‘thofe whith have. taken place, had been
followed. Since that time, two petitions from America, offering
fo remain attached to this country upon the terms which exifted
between us in the year 1763, have both been rejefied. There-
fore conciliatory terms, and a return to the flate of 176g, .might
fixll .have retained them -‘ours; but war with America, and not
conciliation, was predetermined before the eleétion of this prefent
parliament ;- and indeed it has been avowed, that the difiblution
of the late parliament, and the eleétion of a new one, a wwelve-
shonth before the expeQed term, was a preparatory fiep’tv coer-
dive meafures.with America. Here.it 18 thatthe two roads divide.
Whatever deceptions may have been ufed, ‘or whatever pretexts
may have been‘held out, eoercion, and. not conciliatiom, was, from
the very firft, thefecret.and adopted plan, and has been firftema.

tieally and inflexibly purfued ever fince.
1 will :now ftate to you, in order, the proveedings of the fe-

“eral feflions ofithisiprefent paskiament; and fhall:begin with that
fyftem of fallacies. and pretexts, which were artfullpheld out to
the public, n the firft feflion,: to lead them infenfibly into the
adoption of coescive meafures, and thereby to lay the foundation
of the American war.
The firft fefhon .of this parhamemt began on the egth of No.
vember 1774, and ended on the 26th of May 1773.
- The higheft . authority of ‘government was made ufe of, ta in.
eulcate opinions, which, when put. to ‘the teft, have iproved totally:
unfounded.; we were told that the difturbances in Amertca were
only the tumults of a-deluded mob, mifled by a few difigring
pesfons; that the-appearance of a flight military force, to fuiftain
the civil power, would foon quell all difturbance; and that es
foon as the King’s ftandard was fet up in America the. whole
country would flock to 1t, in fapport of the meafures.of .Admi-
niftration, and of their avowed principles of government. How.-
ever.improbable it was in itfelf, to fuppofe that thirteen :provin.
cesifhould rife like one man, and ;join a military force, in fup.
port ‘of the minifterial claims, of taxing without repvefentation,
of blocking up harbours, and ‘confifcating charters unheard, of

garbling juries, and penfioning judges during pleafure, with a
long
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long lift of other complaimts, Rided by Mﬁm'ﬁwm -q'h-
vances; yet all this was confidently aﬁcrﬂ:‘; 0 the duchnum
of Minifters in’ Parhament, who were in poffeffion of tba mefl
authentic cosrefpondencies wich the fovoral ‘provinces in And-
ricg. Parliament and the public gave credst to iheir authority
and aflbrtions, and alled upan the prefumption of their proving
trae. 'We were told, that the Amsricans wexe wtally unarmed,
and unprepared, and {with the mof mlolent contempt of theis
gourage,) that five hundred men wih whips would drive aié
America before them. The expence likewilke uf the undertalcing
was treated as trifling, or mext so nothing. M yom were to give
credit to the firft refolutions of Parliament, upon this head, dhe
expance was to be lefs than nothing ; the number of feaimen was
meduced to a lower eltabliflinent than sheyhad been.st for 1be feur
_preceding years; a vote for a three-thilling jand-tax was paffed
before ‘Ohriltmas in- the firf feffion, though the bill wes 2ot

brought an #1l).after the holidays; this prumedrng can admn but
of 'one wonfituBlien, viz. ‘1o foothe the landed gentemen, in an

early- and  unfufpetiod flane of the bufinefs, imo a confidentiil
adoption of ithe minifterial fyfem, by thyowing out fallacious af-
{uranoces beforshand, that no .additional expence thould fall upen
them. To carry on the deception out of doors, a milkien of the
nasighel debt was 'paid off, out of the fupplics of the firft feflron;
though in the fame 'breath, we paffed a wvote of oredit 10 the
King, vpon which a debt of double that fum was incurved, itt-
the very fame year. Official aflurances have been thrown e,
from time to time, of the good faith and forbearance of foreign
courts, which have been calculated, likewile, to lead us into the
{nare, as they came from perfons who had every means of infor-
mation, and who ought not to have be‘en credulous. However, a
Parliament, always compliant with the {enfe of the Minifter, and
a deceived public, have, ununfortunately for us, been ovar.
reached into the adoption of the war, under thefe fallacies.

The contrary to all:thefe fallacies was reprefented, and urged in
argument, by the oppofers of the Amrerican war, The fatal ¢fefls of
a civil war with our colonies, upon our trade, manufaétures, finan-
ces, public credit, external ftrength, and internal profperity, were

ftated over and over. When the threeJhilling land-tax was voted,
the
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the country gentlemen were reminded, that in all probability this
would be the laft year in which they would ever have the land-
tax as low as three fhillings in the pound; and that they were
crafiily led into a concurrence with the war, becaufe they were
not, in the firft inflance, to bear any part of the burden. The

final interference of foreign powers was univerfally foretold by
every oppoler of the American war ; but all thefe warnings were
of no avail. The Miniftry bad, by artful mifreprefentations and
pretexts, got the ear of Parliament, and carried every thing be-
fore them; contemning every fuggeftion of prudence and reafon.
. Many propofitions of conciliation were in this feflion made
in both Houfes of Parliament, but they were all over-ruled. The
late Earl of Chatham, on the 20th of January 1775, moved,
¢ That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefly, that in
“ order to open the way towards an happy fettlement of the dan-
¢ gerous troubles in America, by beginning to allay ferments and
“ {often animofities there, immediate orders might be fent for
“ the removal of the forces from Bofton;” to this he added, on
the firft of February 1775, another propofition of ¢ A provifi-
“ onal atl for fettling the troubles in America, and for afferting
“ the fupreme legiflative authority and fuperintending power of
“ Great-Britain over her Colonies,” Thefe motions were treated

with very little refpeét, more efpecially confidering the impor-
portance of the matters, and the great name and approved me-
rits of the noble author. The conciliatory bill was not fuffered to

lie upon the table of the Houlfe of Lords.
The following is a Copy of that BILL:

¢« WHEREAS, by an a&, 6 Geo. IIL it is declared, that Parliament has
¢¢ full power and authority to make laws and ftatutes to bind the people of
¢¢ the Colonies, in all cafes whatfoever : And whereas reiterated complaints
¢t and moft dangerous diforders have grown, touching the right of taxation
¢ clatmed and exercifed over America, to the difturbance of peace and
¢ cood order there, and to the atual ipterruption of the due intercourfe
¢ from Great-Britain and Ireland to the Colonies; deeply affeCting the na-
¢¢ vigation, trade and manufaltures of this kingdom, and of Ireland, and
“ announcing farther interruption of all exports from the faid Colonics to
¢ Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Britith iflands in America. Now, for the
t« prevention of thofe ruinous mifchiefs, and in order to an equitable, ho-

¢ noursble, and lafting fettlement of claims not fufficiently afcertained and
¢ circum-
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¢ circumferibed ; May it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, that it maf

be declared, and be it declared, by the King’s moft excellent Majeity, by
and with the confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com-
mons in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the authority of the
fame, that the Colonies of America have been, are, and of right ought
to be, dependent upon the imperial Crown of Great Britain, and fubor-
dinate unto the Britith Parliament; and that the King's moft excellent
Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and
‘Temporal, and Commons in Parliament aflembled, bad, hath, and of
right ought to have, full power and authority to make laws and ftatutes
of fufficient force and validity to bind the people of the Britith Colonies
in America, in all matters touching the general weal of the whole domi-
nion of the imperial Crown of Great-Britain, and beyond the compe-
tency of the local reprefentative of a diitinét colony; and moft efpecially
an indubitable and indifpenfible right to make and ordain laws, for regu-
lating navigation and trade throughout the complicated fyftem of Britith
commerce; the deep policy of fuch prudent afts upholding the guardian
navy of the whole Britifh empire: And that all fubjeéls in the Colonies
are bound in duty and allegiance duly to recognize and obey (and they
are hereby required fo to do) the fupreme legiflative authority and fupere
intending power of the Parliament of Great-Britain, as aforefaid.

¢ AND whereas, in a petition from America to his Majefty, it bas been
reprefented, that the keeping a tanding army within any of the Colonies,
in time of peace, without confent of the refpeétive provincial affembly
there, is againft law : Be it declared by the King's moft excellent Majetty,
by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempaoral,
and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, that the declaratien
of right, at the ever-glorious revolution, namely, ¢¢ that the raifing and
keeping a ftanding army within the kingdom, in time of peace, unlefs it be
by confent of Parliament, is againft law,” having reference only to the
confent of the Parliament of Great-Britain; the legal, conftitutional, and
hitherto unqueftioned prerogative of the Crown, to fend any part of fuch
army, fo lawfully kept, to any part of the Britith dominions and pofief-
fions, whether in America or elfewhere, as his Majeity, in the due care
of his fubjeéts, may judge necceflary for the fecurity and proteftion of the
fame, cannot be rendered dependent upon the confent of a provincial afe
fembly in the Colonies, without & moft dangerous innevation and deroga-
tion from the dignity of the imperial Crown of Great-Britain. Neverthe-
lefs, in order to quiet and difpel jealoufies and fears, be it hereby de-
clared, that no military force, however raifed and kept accordmg to Jaw,
can ever be lawfully employed to violate and deftroy the juft rights of

the Pe'opl'eu

‘¢ MOREBOVER, in order to remove, for ever, all caufes of pernicious djl-

cords, and in due contemplation of the valt increafe of pofleflions angd
‘.‘ ppulaﬁm



831

¢« populatien in the Colonies; and having at heart to reader the condition of
«¢. fo great a body of induftrious fubjefts there, moré and more happy, by
«¢ ghe facrednefs of pr operty, and of perfanal liberty ; and of .more extenfive
¢ and lating utility tb the parent kingdom, by ipdiflalublé ties of mutual
s¢ affc&lion, confidence, trade’ and recipracal benefits; be it declared and
¢ ana&ed by the King's moft ex.t:ellent M&jﬁl’l}f, by and with the adwvice
¢ and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and ‘Commons in this
¢ this prefent Parliament affembled ; and it is hereby declared and ena&ed,
¢ by the authority of the fame, that na fal]age, tax, or other charge for
¢ his Majefty's revenue, fhall be commanded or levied from Britith free -
 men in America, without common confent, by a& of prévincial aﬁ'etnbly
“ there, duly convened for that purpofe.

¢ AND it is hereby further declared and enafted, by the King's moft
¢¢ excellent Majeity, by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spi-
é¢ ritual and Temporal, and Commons in this prefent Parliament affem-
4¢¢ bled, and by the authority of the fame, that it fhall and may be lawful
«¢ for delegates from the refpeftive provinces, lately affcmbled at Philadel-
¢ phia, to meet in geuneral Congrefs at the faid Philadelphia, ¢éh the
¢¢ ninth day of May next enfuing, in order then and there to take into con-
¢¢ fideration the making due recognition of the fupreme legiflative authority
¢¢ and fuperintending power of Parliament over the Colonies, as aforefaid;
¢¢ and moreover, may it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, that the faid
¢¢ delegates, to be in Congrefs affembled in manrer aforefaid, may be re-
¢ quired, and the fhme are hereby required, by the King's Majefty fitting
¢ in his Parliament, to take into confideration, (over and above the ufual
¢ charge for fupport of civil government in the refpedtive Colonies) the
¢ making a free grant to the King, his heirs and fucceffors, of a certain
 perpetual revenue, fubjeét to the difpofition of the Britith Parliament, to
¢ be by them appropriated, as they in their wifdom fhall judge fit, to the
¢¢ zlleviation of the national debt: no doubt béing had, but the juft, free
¢ aid will be in fuch honourable proportion, as may feem meet and be-
¢ coming from great and flourithing Colonies towards a parent-country, la-
¢¢ bouring under the heavieft burdens, which (in no .inconfiderable part)
¢¢ have been willingly takem npon ourfelves and pofterity, to the defence,

¢ exterition, and profperity of the Colonies.
¢« AND to this great end, be it l‘lereby further declared and enalled, that

¢¢ the general Congrefs (to meet at Philadelphia as nforefazd) fhail be, and
«¢ is hereby authorized and empowered, (the delegates compofing the fame
¢ being firft fufficiently furnifhed with powers from their refpeétive provin«
¢¢ ces for this purpofe) to adjuft and fix their partitions and quotas of the
¢ feveral charges to be borne by ¢ach province refpetively, towards the
¢s general contributary fupply ; and this in fuch fair and equitable meafure

¢¢ as may beft l‘u:t the abilities and conveniences of all, Provided always,
¢ that
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that the Powers for fixing the faid quotas, hereby given to the delegates
from the old provinces compofing the Congrefs, fhall not extend to the
new provinces of Ealt and Weft Florida, Georgia, Nova Scotia, St.
John’s, and Canada ; tthe circumftances and abilities of the faid provinces
being referved for the wifdom ot Parliament in their due time. And in
order to afford neceflary time for mature deliberation in America, be it
hereby declared, that the provifions for afcertaining and fixing the exer-
cife of the right of taxation in the colonies, as agreed and exprefled by
this prefent a&, fhall not be in force, or have any operation, until the
delegates to be in Congrefs affembled, fufficiently authorifed and empow-
ered by their refpeftive provinces to this end, fhall, as an indifpenfible
condition, have duly recognifed the {upreme legiflative authority and fu-
perintending power of the parliament of Great-Britain over the Colonies
as aforefaid. Always underftood, that a free grant of an aid, as here be-
fore required and expeéted from the Colonies, is not to be confidered as

a condition of redrefs, but as a juft tetimony of their affetion.

““ And whereas divers alts of parliament have been humnbly reprefented,

in a petition to his Majefty from America, to have been found grievous,
in whole or in part, to the fubjeéts of the Colonies; be it hereby enaéted,
by the King's moft excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent
of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons in this prefent par-
liament affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that the powers of
admiralty and vice-admiralty courts in America thall be reftrained within
their antient limits, and the trial by jury, in all civil cafes, where the fame
may have been abolithed, reftored ; and that no fubjet in America fhall,
in capital cafes, be liable to be indiéted and tried for the fame, in" any
place out of the province, wherein fuch offence fhall be alledged to have
been committed ; nor be deprived of a trial by his peers of the vicinage;
nor thall it be lawful to fend perfons indiéted for murder, in any pro-
vince of America, to another colony, or to Great-Britain, for trfal. And.
it 1s hereby declared and enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that all and
every the fame ats, or fo much theréof as are reprefented to have been
found grievous, namely, the feveral afts of 4 Geo. IIlL. ch. 15, and ch.
34> § Geo. Ill, ch. 25, 6 Geo. 1Il. ch. §2, 7 Geo. 1II. ch. 41, and ch.
46, 8 Geo, IIl. ch. 22, 12 Geo. Ill. ch. 34, with the three aéts, for ftop-
ping the port and blocking up the harbour of Bofton, for altering the
charter and government of Maflachufets-Bay, and that entitled ¢ Ana&
for the better adminiftration of juftice, &c.;* alfo, the aét for regulating
the government of Quebec; and the aé, paffed in the fame feflion, rela.
ting to the quarters of foldiers; fhall be, and are, hercby fufpended, and
not to have effeft or execution, from the date of this a&t. And be it
moreover hereby declared and enaéted, by the authority aforefaid, that all

and évery the before-recited adls, or the parts thereof complained of, fhall
* C .. ¢ be,
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¢« 'Ye, und are, in virtue of this prefent 3&, finally repedled and annuiled,
¢« ‘fiom the day'that the due‘recognition of ‘the-fupreme legiflative authority
t¢ and fuperintending:power of 'Parliatiérit over the Colonies-thall ‘have been
¢ ‘itiadebn ‘thie part Jf ‘the ‘fhid Cdlomies.

¢¢ A'nd'for the bettér fecuring Hite and iinpartial adminiftration of 'jutbice
é in the'Colonies, 'be it declarell and-ena&ted, by the King's moft-exeeilent
¢ Ma]eﬁy, by and with'the advics and confent - of ‘the Lords fpiritual and
b temporﬁl and Commions 'in'this préferit parliament affembied, ‘that 'his
b Ma;efty s judges in courts of ‘law in the colonics in America, to be ap-
¢ pointed with falaries by the crown, fhall‘hold their offices and falaries, as
¥ ‘hiis Majety’s judges in England, ¢uamdiu fe'bene gefferint. -And it is
é¢ NWereby faither declared, by the authority aforefaid, that the-Colonies in
¢¢ América are'jultly intitled 'to'the privileges, 'franchifes, and immunities,
¢ granted By the feveral ¢haitérs or conftitutions, which ought not to be in-
¢ vaded or refumcd, unlefs for mifufe, or fome legal ground of ferfeiture.
¢¢ So fhall true réconcilement avert impending calamities, and this moit
¢¢ foléemn national accord bétween Great:Britain 'and her Colonies, ftand an
s¢ everlafting monumernt, of cléinency and magnanimity in‘the benignant
¢¢ Father of his People; 6f wifdom and moderation in. this great nation,
¢¢ famed for humanity as for valour; and of ‘fidelity an'd grateful- affaftion
¢ from brave and loyal Colonies to their parent kinmgdom, which -will ever

¢¢ protelt and cherith them.”

1In the Houfe of Cotmions, on the 2oth of ‘March-17735, "Mr.
Burke, whofe talents, expérience in public bufinefs, and integrity,
have been for many years approved, in the public parliamentary
fervice, propoled a fet of refolutions, for the reftoration of peace,
founded upon the antfent. policy fubfifting: between.the: two coun-
-tries ; ‘not trufting to {peculanve experiments. or- hazatdous: inno-
‘vations, but treading in the antient'path of fourid:and msproved
‘experi‘ence. 'Heéar-a few of his own words, that you'may‘t:dnce'ive
ajuft opinion of his plan and principles. “ The propofition is
“ peace; not peace through the medium of war; net peace to be
“ hunted through- the labyrinth-of .intricate: and -endlefs negocia-
“ tions; not peace torarife out of univerfaldifoord, fomented from
« principle, in all parts of the enipire; ‘not pedave, to:deperd wpon
“ the juridical determinations’ of “gerplexing “quéftions, .or the
“ precife marking the thidowy bouridaries 6f a° comptex“gavern-
“ ment. It is fimple peace, {fought in its natural courfe, and in its
¢ ordinary haunts.. It is peace fought.in the fpirit of peace, and

* laid in principles purely pacific. I propofe, by removing the
¢ ground



[ == ]}

« ground of difference, and hy refioring the former wnfulpeéling
“ confidence in the Mathex Cauntry, ta give parmanant fatisfacs
“ tion to your people; and (fax froma prineiple ofxuling by difcord).
“ to recancile them to each ather, in the famg aét, and by the
“ bond of the very fame interedt which recangiles them (Q the
“ Britdh government.”

The following are the refolutions which he moved:

« 3. Thatthe Colonies and Plantatiens of Great Britzin in Nexth
 America, confifting of fourteen feparate gavernments, and ¢ons
“ taining two milliens and upwards of free inhgbitapts, bave not
‘“ had the liberty and privilege of clefting and fending any knights
“ and burgefles, or others, to reprefent them in the high court of
¢ parliament. Previous gueflion fut.

“ 2. That the fard Calanies and Plantations have been made
“ liable to, and bounden by, feveral {ubfidies, payments, rates, and
‘“ taxes, given and granted by Parliament, thoygh the faid Colo-
“ nies and Plantations have not their knights and burgefles in the
* high court of parliament, of their own ele€tian, ta yeprefent the
“ condition of their country, by lack whergof they have been of-
“ tentimes touched and grmvad. by fubfidies given, granted, and
“ affented to in the faid caurt, in a manner prejudigial to the com-
“ monwealth, quietnefs, reft, and peace, of the fubjetis inhabiting
¢ the faid Colonies. Prey. guc/t.

“ g, That from the diflance of the faid Colonies, and from other
“ circumflances, no method has bitherta beer devifed, for pro-
““ curing a reprefentation in parliamens for the faid Colopies.
“ Prev. quefl.

“ 4. That each of the faid Colonigs hath, within itfelf, a pody
“ chofen in part, or in the whole, by the freemen, freeholders, or
‘“ other free inhabitants thereof, commonly called the general af-
“ fembly, or general cowrt, with powers legally to raile, levy, and
¢ aflefs, according to the {everal ufage of fuch Calonies, duties and
“ taxes, towards defraying all forts of public fervices. Prev. que/i.

“ 5. That the faid general aflerublies, or genera] caurts, or
‘“ other bodies legally qualified as aforefaid, have, at fundry times,
‘ ireely granted {overal lasge fubfidies and public aids, tor his Ma-
“ jefty's fervice, according to their abilities, when requjred thereto

“ by letter from one of his Majefly’s fecretaries of flate; and that
C a ¢ their
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‘¢ their right to grant the fame, and their chearfulnefs and fuffici-
“ ency in the faid grants have been, at fundry times, acknowled-
“ ged by parliament. Paffed tn the negative.

“ 6. That it hath been found by experience that the manner
“ of granting the faid {fupplies and aids, by the faid general aflem-
* blies, hath been more agreeable to the inhabitants of the faid
¢ colonies, and more beneficial and conducive to the public {em-
“ vice, than the mode of giving and granting aids and fubfidies in
“ parliament to be raifed and paid in the faid Colonies. Neg.

The four following refolutions, viz. 7th, 8th, gth, and 1oth,
were for the repeal of four ats of parliament, commonly called,
the Tea aét; the Bofton-port aét; the att for regulating trials of
perfons queftioned in the execution of the law in cafe of riots, &c;
and the Maflachufett’s charter att: And the 11th refolution was
to explain and amend the aét of Henry 8th, for trial of treafons
committed out of the King’s dominions.

““ 12, That from the time when the general affembly, or gene.
“ ral court, of any Colony or Plantation in North-America, fhall
“ have appointed, by aét of aflembly duly confirmed, a fettled fa-
“ lary to the offices of the Chief Juftice and Judges of the fu-
‘ perior courts, it may be proper that the faid Chief Juftice and
“ other Judges of the fuperior courts, of fuch Colony, fhall hold
“ his and their office and offices during their good behaviour, and
¢ {hall not be remaved therefrom, but when the faid removal fhall
“ be adjudged by his Majefty in council, upon a hearing on com-
“ plaint from the general affembly, or on a complaint from the
« governor or council or the houfe of reprelentatives, {everally,
* of the colony in which the faid Chief Juftice or other Judges
' have exercifed the faid oflice. Neg.

“ 13. That it may be proper to regulate the courts of admu-
“ ralty or vice-admiralty authorifed by the 15th ch. of the 4th of
“ Geo. I11. in fuch manner as to make the fame more commo-
 dious to thofe who fue, or are fued, in the faid courts, and to
“ provide for the more decent maintenance of the Judges of the

“ fame. Prev. queft.
Would to God that fuch propofitions as thefe had been attended

to in due feafon! things would not now be as they are.
1 myfelf
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I myfelf did likewife in the fame feflion, viz. on the 27th of
March 1775, take the hiberty to throw in my mite, towards fet-
tling the differences fubfifting between Great-Britain and her Co-
lonies, upon the old and accuftomed ground of proceeding by free
requifitions. I humbly offered to the Houlfe, a draught of a pro-
pofed letter of requifition, after the manner of former requifitions
to the Colonies, and which 1 endeavoured, according to the beft of
my judgment, to adapt to the circumftances of the cafe.

That propofed draught was precifely made out, according to the
ufual and official forms, and upon the model of former letters of
requifition to the: Colonies. 'Whenever it has been thought pro-
per to require aids from the Colonies, it has been the invariable
cuftom for the fecretary of ftate to write a circular letter to the

governors of the feveral provinces, ftating the occafion of the
demand, the circumfitance ot the cafe, and the neceflity, import-
ance, or expediency, of the fervices required, with direfions to
lay the fame before the refpeélive affemblies, ¢ to- ufe his influ-
* ence with them, and to recommend it to them, to take thele
‘ matters into their confideration, and to comply with fuch rea-
* {onable requifitions.”—7T%e American colonies have ever complied

moft chearfully and liberally with all fuck reafonable and wn'ﬂzta..

tional requsfilons.
Upon thefe grounds I ventured to propofe a fimilar letter of

requifition, refting the arguments upon the fpecial merits of the
cafe, as being, 1n the firi€teft and moft literal fenfe, a return

to the conditions exifting in 1763.

The following is a copy of the propofed letter of requifition:

¢¢ His Majefty, having nothing Jo much at heart as to fee every part of
¢¢ his dominions put into a ftate of fecurity beth by fea and land, againft
¢ any attack, or even apprehenfien of attack, from foreign powers, has
¢¢ therefore particularly taken into his confideration the neceffity of keeping
¢ up a refpettable marine eftablithment, as well for the atual proteétion of
¢ the commercial interefts of Great-Britain and America, as to maintain
¢¢ undiminithed the power and pre-eminence of the royal flag of Great-
¢¢ Britain, and to preferve that navy which has, in the time of war, carried
¢¢ us triumphant over all our enemies, from fulling into neglet or inattion

¢¢ in the time of peace. The naval power of Great-Beitain is more efpeci-
« ally
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* ally feceffiry for the provedion of his Mijefly’s Amxericam (Ubjeéty, from
¢ the fpecial nature of their cafey who have imdeed, caslt of shewm, by their
¢¢ refpective militias, a provincial fecurity by land, but, from the want of a
¢¢ fimilar eftablithment at fea, are particularly ungoarded on that element.
¢¢ The cofonifls are dependent upon the fecurity of the fea, not only for
¢ their own trade, but likewife for that fupply of Britith manufadures,
¢ which, if they were under the neceffity of providing fer themfebves,
o would draw thdmk S from tliofe oljeits of theiw colomization, which are
‘¢ more beneficial to thieny, the poffefling, and bringing into culture, the ex-~
¢ tenfive anid fertile lands of America. It is therefove the peaceable pur-
¢ fuit and enjoyment of all and every onc of thefe advantages, for which
“ they are baholden to his Majefty’s royal navy for protettion.
¢ His Majefty has likewife taken into his confideration, the ftase of the
¢ American Colonies, with refpeét to tNeir military defence by land. The
# oory of all the Arerican conquefts in the late war was accomplifhed by
¢¢ the aftive zeil, and ftrenvous efforts, of the Britith and American united
¢ arms; in the profecution of which, his Majelty has repeatedly had experi-
¢ ence, that his faithful and loyal fubjeéts of America, have contributed
¢ more than their proportien. His Majefty is therefore well pleafed, that
¢ his American fubjeéts fhould reap, upon the fortunate termination of that
“¢ war, the advantages of fecurity moft peculiarly beneficial to their fituation.
¢¢ He éonfiders this fecurity as no pore than a juft and adequate recompence
¢s for their liberality and zeal, and the courage of their exertions, in the con-
¢ queft of all thofe hoftile provinces, and in the extirpation of 2ll thofe fo-
‘ reign European interefts, which had for many years been hovering, with
‘“ an evil afpeét, over the Britith American colonies, and circumfribing
¢ their early growth.
¢ His Majefty confiders, that the eftablilhment and confirmation of his
** newly-acquired dominions, for the peace, fafety, and tranquility of his
¢¢ ancient and loyal colonies, requires the fame union of mind and meafures,
‘“ between all his fubjeéts on each fide of the Atlantic Ocean, by which they
¢ were acquired; and that fuitable and proportionate provifions thould be
‘ made by the 1efpetive parts of his Majefty’s dominions, according to
‘¢ the intereft or advanrages to each refpeflively refulting ; the fovereignty,
‘¢ property, and pofleflion of the faid conquered dominions, being ceded to
‘‘ Great-Britain, on the one fide; and a permanent and peaceable fecurity
¢ from all forcign enemies or foreign forces, being the beneficial advantage
‘ acquired, and from the time of their conqueft enjoyed, by the American
‘“ Colonies, on the other. His Majefty, therefore, on this {fubjeét comfiders,
¢ that in reafon by much the greater part of the expences of the eftablifth-
‘‘ ment of the conquered provinces fhould fall where the fovereignty, pro.

€ perty, and polleflion are veited.
¢« With
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-2 3Vith ﬂ'ﬂﬁlﬁ& W'ﬂlﬁﬂﬁlm .defenpe ﬂf'hil'MﬂiGﬁ}"j ﬂﬂﬁhﬂtﬁﬁmi
¢ the'fame Planmny be adoptrd, mhtchhas obtainedjn nfanner:tim.of m,
¢t 2s.no greater fandingforce need be.added to the.militias of each frovinoce,
¢ thean was founit neecflary before-the expulfion of :all forcign interefts-fyom
¢« Xorth America. ponsconfideration of each of ‘thefe branohes .requicing
*¢_forme, military eftablifhment, his Majefty thinks itineceflary, with the con-
¢¢ {ent of parliament, to keep up fome fianding forces in America, as wellifor
¢-the fecurity of hss newly acquired. domm:ons, as to be in.preadinefs, in-cafle
“¢ any of:his. antient colonies thould -be: attacked, to.aét in.conjuntion.with
«¢ the militia of any :fuch colony, for the required defence. :His Majefty
«¢ theréfore, upon confideration of the premifes, both with refpeét to_the, neo-
< celfary naval.and military eftablithments, thinks it not unreafonabie, to.or-
«¢ -der requifitions to:be.made, torthe feveral affemblies of  hisilayal colonics
¢¢_in North -Ameriea,. for a fuitableand .voluntary- provifien, ferthe purpofes
<. of defending, proteding, and:fecuring the faid colonies.

«« And oo makethe execution of this matter.as convenient, and- as {atisfac-
¢s tory .as.poflible, - to:his fubjeéts in.Asmnerica, bis Majelty recomumends.the
¢¢:mode-to the aption ¢f the colonies; as it will beequally fatisfaltory:to him,
¢.if the colonies themfelves will andertake the performance pf :the fervices,
¢¢_unider-his. Majefry's orders, by-equipping, aruming, agd maintainwg,:a fuis-
¢¢ abde: numbervof wefltls, .with the praper complement ofrmen, ; to be under
¢ the command. of fuch: naval afficers-as his. Majefty fhall. from tame.to gime
“.#pht; .andisn Jike. manner to levy, slosth,:pay, and:provide for, - fuch
<< groportion.of forces upon: the military eftablithment.of Ameriga:as thall be
¢ eguitable mpon:the circumftance of the cafe, .and upen. cenfideration of; the
¢¢ refpeflive abilities of each provinee ; fuch forees so-aét eithen fepagasely, or
¢ in oonjention wvith .any other of his Majafty’s: forees, and to; basnder the
s, fgpreme command of all fuch éfficers .as -his:IY]ajefty- thall ghink proper so
s<appaint,  His Majefty will order an: account to-he laid:before: the foveral
«s affemblies, 1of the: naval and - military eftsblifdhmerts, whichshis JYajeiy
¢, xerelyy raguires. themx so furnsdh.

¢ Hix MajitiRy is.not ;unmindful-of the many reftyaintsand pxobihitions
scavhich the:chlonies.are under, in rafpeét-to itbeir commerpe and imanufac-
«¢.gures ; 18nd that-many. of the regulatiana efteblilhgd: by the,quthowity of the
<4, Ratisifh pavlisment. opernte ¢o -4ha fame effeft (khough.indizectly); o8 saxes.
«¢."Ghie isthe accepted cortdition of their emigration, to ¢eutipug:fpherdinate
¢t g0 .she.Beitifhc sommerce, aod infirumevntal to the (uppert. and ¢xtenfion.of

-¢¢ Buitith.ananufatures, while they are lefiat. liberty, themislyes,: o (pread
¢ into..the sontinent of* Nouth-America. ;But asimany, of thefo yegulations
¢, and -reftraints~wore formmed in.old times,-. avhon the prindiples of. commerse
¢ amore pexhaps ill.underfoosly and as it may be found thatvuaayof tham ase
“Unpgatory, on vexatiousitothe~Amarican, Colonies, withoutbeing bsneficial

¢ to Great- Britain, his Majefty hopes, thanan.amimbile mrpphaacnmuh the
- 0% above-

’
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¢ abgve-mentioned reafonable requifitions, and an oftenfible contribution on
* the part of the colonies, to the general parliamentary fupply, will pave the
¢ way for many relaxations in the articles of commerce. And his Majefty
s¢ gives the firongeft aflurances to his colonifts, that he will, at all times, re-
* commend to his parliament, to revife, repeal, explain, amend, and relax,
¢ 21} fuch reftraints and prohibitions, as fhall appear to be frivolous, unjuft,
¢« impolitic, and oppreflive to the colonies. "

¢ It is with great grief that his Majefty,” who is the mmon father of his
¢¢ people, and views, with an equal eye of affeétion, hu‘ﬁlﬁwpr:;eq part
¢ of his dominions, has of late years obferved the very unhap ivifions
«¢ which have fubfifted between his Britith parhanent and the aflemblies of
¢ his American {ubjets; andthat needlefs and imprudent difcuffivns of fpe-
¢ culative points, from mutual mifapprehenfions, have been converted into
s anger and animofities, which threaten the moft fatal confequences. His
¢¢ Majefty is too well acquainted with the natural juftice and moderation of
¢¢ his Britith parliament, to believe that they could ever entertain the thought
¢t of any known ar intended injuftice or. grievance to their fellow-fubjeéts in
e« America; and from the many recent and repeated proofs of obedience,
¢¢ Joyalty, and affettion, from the colonifts, and of their liberality and difin-
¢¢ terefted zeal for the bonour of his Majefty’s arms, which they have freely
¢¢ and chearfully followed into diftant climates, after the complete conquetft of
¢¢ America; he is equally aflured, that his American fubjefts are incapable
¢ of being influenced by narrow or felfith motives. His Majefty has the full-
*6 eft confidence in the repeated declarations of his American Colonies, who

¢ have feparately and colleftively declared, "¢ That they do fincerely recog-
¢¢ nize their allegiance to his crown, and all due fubordination to the Parlia-

¢¢ ment of Great-Britain; that they fhall always retain the moft gratefu] fenfe
¢¢ of the affiftance and prote€tion, which they have received ; that their lives
s¢ and fortunes are entirely devoted to his Majefty’s fervice, to which, on his
¢ royal requifitions, they have ever been ready to contribute, to the utmoft of
¢¢ their ability.' ¢ Therefore his Majefty has the fulleft depernidence,’ < That
¢¢ whenever the exigencies of the ftate may require it, they will, as they have
¢ heretofore done, chearfully contribute their full proportion of men and
¢ money.’ *¢ His Majefty entertains the moft confidenthope, from the upright
‘¢ intentions of both parties, that upon a cool re.confideration of the original
« matters in difpute, which his Majefty has endeavoured to ftate upon the
¢¢ grounds of reafon, with fairnefs and impartiality, all unhappy animofities
¢ and civil diftraftions will be compofed upon the folid foundations of
¢ equity and juftice; and that all things will be reftored to that happy ftate
¢ of harmony and mutual affeétion, which fubfifted at the termination of the
-#¢ Jate glorious war ; and that every hoftile and vinditive aét or declaration,
¢¢ which has paffed from the commencement of thefe unfortunate troubles,

¢¢ will be buried in everlafting oblivion,
¢ It would
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¢« It would be a grievous afllition to his Majelty, to fec the courage of hie
¢¢ faithful fubjeéts averted to civil diﬂ'cqtibns, and the luftre of the national
s¢ arms ftaiped with civil blood; to fee the general peace and tranquility bro-
¢¢ ken, and invitations thereby thrown out to his enemies, tohidiﬁurl:: the flo-
¢¢ ries of his reign; to fee the unhappy divifions of this kingdom againft it-
“ felf, giving courage to their fecret refentments, and tempting them, in an
<¢ evil hour, to re-affume thofe holtile purpofes againft his Majefty's domini-
¢¢ ons, which the united and compacéted powers of the whole Houfe of Bour-
‘¢ bon were unable, in the late glorious war, to accomplifh agaipft the then
¢ united and compalted arms of Great-Britain and America. His Majefty's
‘¢ moft carneft and moft anxious withes are, to fee unanimity reftored amongft
«¢ all his fubjeéts, that they may long enjoy in peace the fruits of thofe com-
‘¢ mon victories which have heretofore cemented them in one general caufe;
¢¢ that living in harmony and brotherly kindnefs, one towards another, and
¢ in one common obedience to the fupremme legiflature, they may join alf
‘¢ hands with one heart, to fupport the dignity of his crown, the juft authority
¢¢ of parliament, the true and combined interelts of Great-Britain and Ame-
‘“ rica; and thus tranfmit to pofterity, with everlafting honour, the united

¢¢ empire of tbefe kingdoms.”

I think I may venture to fay, that if this propofition had beén
accepted, it might have laid the foundation of peace, becaufe thofe
very terms were drawn up by the Congrefs, in their petition to
the King, and addrefs to the people of England a few months after,
and were propofed by themfelves as the terms of pacification.
You will obferve, that in all thefe cautious propofitions, there was
nothing novel or hazardous, nothing derogatory to the honour of
this country, no mean conceflions of any conftitutional rights of
this country ; but only compromifing fpeculative and difputed
points, by recurring to the old-accuftomed and fafe way, in which
both countries had been united in profperity and peace.

Our friend Sir George Savile took up another propofition,
which was chara&teriflically fuited to his well-known uprightnefs
and love of juftice. The American Congrefs had prefented a pe-
tition to the throne, flating their grievances, and applying for re-
drefs. His Majeftly had referred this petition to the confideration
of parliament. Sir George Savile on this occafion, viz. on the
26th of January 1775, prefented a petition to the Houfe from
the American Agents, concluding with thefe words: “ Your pe-
* titioners do, with iutent to promote a refloration of tlie cordial

D ufiion,
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[ * union, that {o long and happily fubfifted between Great-Britain
“ and the Colonies, moft humbly pray that they may be heard at
“ the bar of this honourable Houfe, in fupport of the faid petition,
“ when it fhall come under confideration.” Cauld there poffibly
be a propofition more conformable to natural juftice and equity,
than to have %4ecard thofe who were at that time your fellow-{ub-
jetls, before you devoted them and their country to fire and {word?
Could there have been devifed a more probable way to have re-
ftored a rational and lafting peace, than to have difcufled the ar-
ticles of their petition with equity and candour, inftead of giving
a flat negative (o this, and to every other motion of a fimilar kind,
and then infulting that very petition which they would not hear
or difcufs, as containing nothing but pretended grievances ? When
one comes to refleét a little upon things that are paft, and not at
prefent the objeét of contention, 1t 1s almoft incredible to con-
ceive, how a parliament could be brought to rejeét a petition from
three millions of their fellow-{ubjetts, to decide the mcft impor-
tant points without enquiry, and to condemn whole provinces to
fire and fword unheard. Thefe, which I have explained to you,
were the propofitions offercd by the oppofers of the American
war in the very beginning of this conteft, forefeeing too truly the
unfortunate and defperate ftate of things, which a civil war mutft
infallibly bring on. But parliament was dcaf to every propofition
which did not come within mifterial recommendation.

Lord North did indeed, 1n this firft {eflion, make what has been
called his conciliatory propofition, which however cannot well be
looked upon in any other light, than as a mere pretext calculated
to amuie the public, with the name of having made an offer to
America; and a very fhallow pretext I think it was. This pro-
pofitton was conceived in the following terms, viz. “’That when
‘“ the Governor, Council, or Aflembly, or general court, of any of
“ his Majeily’s provinces or colonics in America, fhall propofe to
‘“ make provifion according to the condition, circumftances, and
“ fitnation of {fuch province or colony, for contributing their pro-
‘¢ portion to the common defence (fuch proportion to be raifed
“ under the authority ol the general-court, or general-aflembly,
“ of fuch province, or colony, and difpofable by parliament) and
‘ fhall engage to make provifion allo for the {upport of civil go-

vernment,
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“ yernment, and the adminiftration of juftice in fuch province or
“ colony, it will be proper, if fuch propofal fhall be approved by
“ his Majefty and the two Houfes of Parliament, and for {o long
“ as fuch provifion fhall be made accordingly, to forbear, in re-
“ fpett of fuch province or colony, to levy any duty, tax, or af-
«« feflment, or to impofe any farther duty, tax, or afleflment, ex-
“ cept fuch duties as it may be expedient to continue to levy or
¢ impofe, for theregulation of commerce, the nett produce of the
¢ duties laft mentioned to be carried to the account of fuch pro-
“ vince or colony refpettively.” This refolution was moved by
ILord North in a committee, on the 2oth of February 1775, and
agreed to by the Houle on the 27th of Yebruary 1775. This pro-
pofition {eems to prefume, that there was no other matter in con-
teft but the right of taxation. It palles by the recital of all the
grievances reprefented in that petition to the King, which parlia-

ment refufed to confider or to hear: fuch as, blocking up their
ports, and confifcating their charters unheard; the penfioning

judges ; the garbling juries; and many others; and with refpett to
that only grievance, to which Lord North’s propofition does
pretend in any degree to apply, viz. taxation without reprefenta-
tion, 1t1is a mockery to expeft people to be contented with a
mere {ufpenfion of the exercife of that right, juft as long and no
longer than they give as much as the minifter in parliament thinks
proper to be fatisfied with. They were not to judge of the
occalion, nor to determine the amount of the fum; they were to
have no right of appropriating their gifts, nor any title to enquire
mto the application; no confideration in balance for the then fub-
fifting monopoly of the American trade was even hinted at in
that propofition. The abfolute right of unlimited taxation, with-
out any other meafure than the moderation of a minifter’s de-
mands, was expected to be given up by America, (which was the
whole of the difpute refpefting taxation) while the exercifec of this
tremendous claim was to be héld over their heads like a fivord
fulpended by a thread, and, upon any difcontent or demur, to
have been carried inta execution by military force. The infin-
cerity of this propofition ftands confefled, not only by the infidi-
ous nature of the terms in which it was drawn up, but by the firft

att of hoflility in fhedding civil blood, which was executed on
D e the
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the 19th of April 1775, before this propefition could poffibly
have been referred to the confideration of America. This is
therefore a full and irrefiftable proof of its infincerity, and that
war, not peace, was the determined purpofe from the very firfl.
The Americans, you may be fure, refufed this as an infidious
offer, and as being merely the pretext of minifterial infincerity.
But they did at the fame time repeat their declaration, of their
willingnefs to contribute upon free requifitions, as they had done
before the year 1763. They addrefled the King with thefe words,
“ Your Majefty will find your fubjef@s on this continent ready
‘ and willing, at all times, as they have ever been, with their lives
“ and fortunes, to affert and maintain the rights and interefls of
“ our mother country.” Thus you fee, if the ways of peace had -
been followed, if any one of the plans offered. by the oppofers of
this fatal war had been accepted as a ground of- treaty, we might
at this moment have been united 1n affe€tions, and 1n a perpetual
intercourfe of common intereft with this great and growing people.
My objeft, in endeavouring to ftate thefe things to you, 1s, to
" draw out this clear truth, as the vindication of that fet of men
with whom 1 have aéted, and of myfelf,—that the oppofers of this
mad war, have been the real friends to their country; and that
thofe who have advifed the war, and have {o inflexibly periifted
in it, have led their country to ruin; and are therefore-re{ponf:-
ble to their country, for all the difgraces which we have fuftained,
in the deftruétion of lives, the wafling of our money, the exhauft-
ing our refources, the decline of our commerce and navigation,
the weakening of public credit, the accumulation of our national
debt, the {evering of our dominions, and the alienation of the
hearts, affe€tions, and fupport of three millions of people, who
once werc ours. Thus much for what 1s pafl : For your prefent
ftate and profpett of things, hear the laft words of friendly cau-
tion from the American Congrefs to the people of England three
years ago, viz. on the 8th of July 1775: ¢ Should you prove un-
“ fuccefsful, thould that connexion which we wifh moft ardently
“ to maintain be diflolved, fhould your minifters exhauft your
“ treafures, and walite the blood of your countrymen in vain at-
“ tempts on our liberty,—~do they not deliver you weak and de-

“ {cncelefs to your natural enemies?”’ “Thele were prophetic
words ;
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words; and thefe minifiers have much to anfwer for, who have
brought you inte this fituatien.

I have now flated to you fhortly the proceedings of this firle
feflion of the prefent parliament, which more immediately laid
the foundation of the war with America, by refufing every rea.

fonable ground of treaty with them. It was a feflion of pretexts,
to feel the pulfe of the mation, and 10 lead themn infenfibly mto

the fnare, till they were teo far gone to recede; which in the next
feflion of parhament was flampt with the argument of a very no-
ted phrafe, viz. ‘“ That we had pafled the Rubicon, and could
‘““ not retreat.” Suppofe that, before we had paflfed the Rubiecon,
the minifter had with candour, wildom, and forefight, laid before
parliament the real flate of things, and the probable expettation
of confequences, this country would have owed him imeflymable
obligations. Speakmg as I do now, after the event, it cammot
however be thought unreafonable to fuppofe, that a2 wife and
well-difpofed munifter, might have forefeen thofe events, whrch
many prudent perfons forefaw-and foretold at the time, and which
have fince proved true. He might have reprefented to us, that
upon the right of refiftance to taxation without reprefentation,
America had for many years been unanimous; that the parla.
mentary claim of confiicating their charters, had doubled all their
alarms, and cemented their unanimity to refiff, by making the
caufe of Maflachufets-Bay, to be the common caufe of the whole
continent. He might have reprefented to us, that three millions-
of people, at the diftance of three thoufand miles, carrying on a
"defenfive war in their own country againit invaders, could not
promife an ealy conqueft. He might have reprefented to us,
that the Americans were ike other men, and that their courage
would rife as occafion and times of trial might call it out; that
although they might have been unprepared, as not having had
any premeditated refiftance in their thoughts, yet that a few
fhip-loads of arms and ammunition would be f{ufficient to enable

three millions of people to refift, with certainty of fuccefs. He
might have reprefented to us, that the trade of a defolated and:
ruined coumtry (even in the cafe of our fuccefs) muft be of ne.
value; and that a poffible pistance of revenue, thus to be extorted,

could pot pay the expence of a military colleftion. JHe might have
repre-
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reprefented to us, that the expence of the firfl three or four years
of the war, would probably amount to 3o or 40 millions. He did
indeed, in the year 1776, condefcend to tell us, that the expence
would be enormous; but little thanks were due for fuch a piece of
information, when it ftood as a notorious faét, upon the journals of
the Houfe; and when we had paffed the Rubicon. When he was
fo ftudious to throw out to the public the vote for the three fhil-
ling land-tax, before Chriftmas 1774, and before we had pafied the
Rubicon; did he then declare to the landed gentlemen, that, fo
far from ever expetting to {ee a three fhilling land-tax again, the
expence of an American war would prove enormous? \When

-the loweft peace eftablifhment for navy and army were voted be-
fore Chriftmas 1774, did he then forewarn us, that if-an Ameri-

can war fhould take place, it would require 60,000 feamen, and
as many land-forces, and that the expence and deitruttion of lives
would be in the fame enormous proportion? When, in the firft
{cfTion of this parliament, he amufed the public with paying off a
million of the national debt; did he then throw out a {fuggeition,
that if we went 1nto a war with America, many and many more
millions would be accumulated to the debt 1n its place? Did he
then reprefent it asa poflible expeétation, that 29,000 men might
be loft to this country, by death, defertion, and captivity, in Ame-
rica, before the end of the third campaign? Yet this s a faék
which has been fully alcertained by the Duke of Richmond in
the Houle of Lords. Did he then reprefent 1t to us as a poflible
event, that in a fourth campaign in the year 1778, the remainder
of eur baffled force in America would think themf{elves well off,
i they could efcape from Philadelphia to New-York, between an
American army on one {ide, and a French fquadron on the other?
Did he forewarn us, that it could poflibly enter into the hearts of
minifters, inflexibly to perfilt in every vindiétive and ruinous
meafure, t1ll the connexion between Great-Britain and America
{hould be totally diffolved ; that the fame minifters would exzau/t
your (refures, and wafle the blood of your countrymenin vain,
and (lien deliver you weak and defencelefs to your natural enemzes?
Had he reprefented thefe things to us, {hould we not have paufed
at leaft before we palled the Rubicon?  Wlien private men, by
the name of minifters, are fet at the head ol kingdoms, they are

refponfible
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refponfible to lead their country to fafety, not to ruin, That all
thefe events were to be confidered from the beginning as poffible,
or even probable, is no unreafonable degree of refponfible difcern-
ment to require of minifters. They were foretold by prudent
men ; minifters were fufficiently advertifed, and in time. But
they would obftinately perfift at all hazards. We were in poffef-
fion of peace, union, and profperity with our colonies, which
jointly with our domeftic faculties, had carried the united empire
of thefe kingdoms to the higheft pinnacle of human glory. The
united fyftem has flood for many years upon the firmeft grounds,
and had given to this little 1fland the afcendant throughout the
world. The paths of profperity and deftruétion lay open to our
choice, but the fatal and uncontroulable influence of minifters
has driven this country headlong to perdition.

1 have nothing farther to fay with refpelt to this firft feflion of
parliament, in which the foundation of this war wa slaid, but that
I hope I have explained to you, that neither my'lf, nor any of
the friends with whom I have afted, were acceffary to it, and that
we did every thing in our power to lforcwarn the public of the
confequences, and to have prevented them in time. The jour-
nals of parliament will bear us witnefs of this, by all the negatives
that were put upon every motion that we made. And I run no
hazard in faying, that if any of thefe motions had been taken by
parliament as 2 foundation for treaty, Americawould at this mo-
ment have been our’s. They were all founded on the policy ex-
ifting before 1763, to which the colonies had repeatedly, in the
mofl explicit terms, declared their concurrence.

I now come to the next ftate of the proceedings of this parlia-
ment, which was open and profefled war. 'War, not for any fpe-
cific terms or conditions with America, but for general and un-
conditional fubmiffion. |

The fecond feflion of this parliament began on the 26th of
Ottober 1775, and ended on the 23d of May 1776

A more avowed fyltem of open war was now held out in the
admilr'liﬂration of mcafures. A new American minifter was ap-
pointed, and every thing put on the face of the moft determined
and unrelenting perfeverance. W ith refpeét to this new lyitem,

Lord North’s conciliatory propofition of the preceding feflion
had
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‘Bad o cgpital blog, as it hetrayed the very fundamentals of it. The
new American minifler profefledly undertook his office, upon
the ground of helding no treaty whatfoever with fubjeéls in aras;
wliereas Lord Nerth’s propefitions did certainly profefs the very
contrary, and his conduét had upen many occafions betrayed fen-
timents nat confonant to the new fyftem, If this noble Lord did
indeed at that time feel any fecret milgivings, or difpofition to
velent in this fatal bufinels, happy had it been for this country, if
he had taken a manly part, and had ftood boldly out, an advocate
for the peace of the united dominions; it was in his power at one
time to have done this fervice to his country; that time is now

paft, and I fear is never to be regained.

In the fummer of the year 1775, the laft petition from the
American Congrefs to the King was brought over by Governor
Penn, together with their declarations and laft addrefs to the peo-
ple of England. Pofterity will hardly believe that therc fhould
be found a minmifter fo hardy, as by one fingle felf-diftated aét, to
di{member the dominions of his country for ever; by giving.it
as his advice, that no anfwer {bould be given to the humble, duti-
ful, affeflionate, and conciliatory propofitions contained in that
petition from the American Congrefs to the Crown. Who that
minifter was, who gave that advice, I do not know ; but it was
that aft, and the fyftem which followed 1it, that decided the Ame-
ricans in their declaration of Independence. The refufal of an
anfwer to this petition was, in point of time, before the acceflion:
of the new American Secretary; it was upon the cve of his ac-
cefhien to that oftice. I hope it will fome day be an objeét of
parliamentary enquiry, to know who did advife his Majelty; that’
no aniwer fhould be given. What had the Americans to look
to after-that, but to feek for fhelter in their own firength and in
inde pendence? Thcy were, by that fingle aét, eut off from all
poilible communication with their Sovereign and their mother-
country; and, leaft this fhould not be futhcient to effet their
alienation, the firft afts of this fecond feflion were, to caft
them abfolutely out of all national and parliamentary prote&ion ;
to fend 20,000 German mercenaries againft them; to incite an
influrretlion of negroes upon their maflers; and to let loofe the
Indian {avages upon the innocent and unarmed back-fettlers, and

upon
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upon defencelels women and children. The whole of the land.
force . deftined againit America for the year 1776, was not lefs
than 50,000 men. What refuge was there left for America byt
in independence and foreign alliances? They had petitioned and
addrefled in the {ummer of the year 1775; they had moft ex-
plicitly offered to return to the ftate of 1763; they had difclaimed
every idea of independence; and, as a proof, they claim fome
merit in not having calied to their affiflance the rivals of your
grandeur. lIn return for which, the new fyftem of adminiftra-
tion {ends an army againit them of 50,000 men. This could nat
fail to drive them to independence, although at that time it was
certainly a premature and a hazardous ftep. They had made na
preparation forit; they were unprovided with arms, or ammuni-
tion, or allies, or any forces by land or fea ; which were all pledges
to this country, of the fincerity of their offers in the ycar 1775,
of returning to their antient conftitutional flate of connexion and
dependence. All the world forefaw, that a continuation of war
muft {fooner or later drive them to independence, unlefs they had
been fubdued, but the new fyflem brouglit the point to an imme-
diate iflue; no time was given for them to deliberate, and to make
preparations; but while they were waiting for an anfwer to their
petiton, and to their propolitions for peace and dependence, an
army of 50,000 men was raifed againft them, together with an
hundred fhips of force to block up all their ports. All thefe in-
exorable minifters of vengeance and death were let loofe upon
them, where they were thought to be the moft vulnerable, and the
leaft prepared, viz. in New-York, Carolina, and by the way of
Canada. The Americans were taken very much by furprize, and
 in confequence of it, without any farther time given for premedt~
tation, they were driven to an immediate declaration of indepen-
dence, and to the feeking of foreign affiftance and allies ; as the
countcrpart to the proceedings of our adminiftration liere, who
had retuled to receive their petitions, or to have any treaty whata
{foever with them; and who had at the fame time called in the
afliftance of 20,000 foreign mercenarics.

When the Americans heard that all Germany had been ran.
facked to procure forcign mercenaries againft them, they imme-

diatcly applicd to forcign powers, and difpatched Mr. Deane to
L ' Paris.
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Paris. With refpeét therefore to the queftions of the indepen-
dence of America, and of their entering into foreign alliances,
the matter flands plainly and fhortly ilius: The new minifter of
the American department, at the opening of the fecond feflion of
this parkiament, was in pofleflion of the moft explicit and authen-
tic offers from America, for entering into a treaty of peace, upon
the old conftitutional ground between the two countries; and this
not only from the Congrefs, but individually from the aflemblies
of the feveral colomies. I fay this with refpeét to the affemblies
of the f{everal colonies, becaufe I did myfelf in the Houfe produce
the proofs, from the Houfes of Aflembly of New-York, New-
Jerfey, Pennlylvama, and Virginia, though the authentic docu-
ments were {fupprelled from parhament. With thele grounds of
a certain conflitutional reconciliation and re-union with America
in his hands, the new American Secretary threw them all afide,
and declared inexorable relentlefs war, calling 1n toreign afliftance
at the fame time. e did not lay a fingle 10ta of evidence be-
fore parliament, refpeéling the tranfattions in America during the
fummer of the year 1775, which was the period of the laft peti-
tion, nor of the difpofitions of the feveral colonies, or of the peo-
ple at large, nor any of the many propolitions, which were indeed
univerfal in that year, fora return to the old {fyftem. Parliament
therefore, 1n this flate of ignorance, was induced to concur with
cevery fanguinary meafure propofed. By the aét called the Pro-
hibitory Att, which was one ot the firft atts of this {econd feflion,
they cut off all intercourfe with America, they cait them out of the
national proteftion, they gave up thetr property to military plun-
der, and adopted the meafure of employing foreign forces to fubdue
them to unconditional {ubmiffion. Thefe caufes operated (as they
~ could not fail to do) to produce the declaration of independence,
and the application to foreign courts lor afliftance, upon the prin.
ciple of {elf-defence. It was a cafe of compulfion upon America.
They had no choice left, but felf-defence, or unconditional {ub-
miflion. Thus the minifter of this feflion took upon himfelf, by
a fcli-d:€tated refolution, to throw away a certain foundation for
a confittntional peace with America, and without condefcending
to communicate to parliament any one document, or a fingle fcrap

of information from America, (¢ither then or ever fince) to plunge
his
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his country headlong into this ruinous, deftruétive, and fatal war,
W e had now paffed the Rubicon indeed, and had cut off from the
Americans all retreat but by the road of refiflance in arms, as an
out-lawed people, driven to the neceflity ol hazarding the efta-
blithment of a fudden and premature independence for them-
felves, and thus, in their infant flate, compelled to take refuge in

foreign courts for their protettion.
Having ftated to you the temper and {yftem of thofe violent

and unrelenting meafures, which, refufing proffered peace, drove
America to defpair, by every vindiftive and fanguinary aét; I
will give you fome account of the flruggles that were made in
this fecond ftage of this bufinefs, by the friends of peace and re-
conciliation, to foften animofities, to re-unite the two countries
in bonds of affe€tion, and particularly to prevenc that fatal fepara-
tion and difmemberment, which was then foretold muft drive the
Americans, by inevitable neceflity, into independence and foreign
alliances. The prohibitory aét, as 1t was called, was moft particu-
larly oppofed, upon the confideration, that its inevitable tendency
was to make every thing defperate, and to drive the Americans
into independence. I fhall quote to you a few words out of the
proteft of the Houfe of Lords, upon the occafion of this prohibi-
tory att, (viz. on the 15th of Dec. 1775) to fhew you that it was
not for want of advice, but from the utmoft degree of obftinacy,
that the minifter would perfift in driving America to defpair and
independence. ¢ Dzffentient. Becaufe this bill, by confidering the
“ colonies in Americaas a foreign nation, and declaring war on
“ them in that charaller, has a direét tendency to effe€t an entire,
“ and we fear permanent {eparation, between the two capital parts
“ of this empire: We are, by this att, preparing their minds for
“ that independence which we charge them with effefting, whilit
“ we drive them to the neceffity of it, by repecated injuries.”
Thus much to fhew you, that the oppofers of the fyftem of Ame-
rican meafures did every thing in their power, to forewarn their
country in time againft thefe proceedings, which have driven the
Americans to independence. I fhall now cite a few words {rom
another proteft, upon a debate relating to foreign troops, (viz. on
the s5th of March 1776) ¢ We have moreover jult realon to ap-

‘. prehend, that when the colonies come to underftand, that Great-
L 2 Britain
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¢ Britain is formirig alliancés, and hiring foreign troops for théir
‘“ deftruétion, they may think they are well juftified, by the ex-
““ ample, in endeavouring to avail themfelves of the like affif-
“ tance; and that France, Spain, Prufha, or other powers of Eu-
‘“ rope, may think they have as good a right, as Hefle, Brunf-
“ wick, and Hanau, to interfere in our domeftic quarrels; and it
“ the flames of war, from thefe proceedings, fhould be kindled in
“ Europe, which we fear is too probable, we refleét with horror
“ upon the condition of this country, under circumflances 1n
“ which fhe may be called upon, to refift the formidable attack of
“ our powerful enemies, which may require the exertion of our
“ whole force, at a timé when the ftrength and flower of the na-
“ tion are employed in fruitlefs éxpeditions on the other fide the
“ world.”” I have drawn thefe two objefts into a clofe point of
view, from the moft authentic records, viz. Protefts in parliament,
to thew you, that there were not wanting prudent and difcérhing
men in parliament, who have difcharged their duty to their coun-
try, having ftood guard, and refifted ruinous meafures, to the ut-
moft of their power. The hoftile independence of America, and
their being driven into the arms of the houfe of Bourbon, were
the great evils that they then forefaw and feared; thele events
are unfortunately come upon us; our country muft require an ac-

count of them from other hands.

- The fpecific propofitions, which were made on our fide in par-
liament for peace, were fuch as could not fail to lay the fureft
foundation of perpetual re.union with the colonies; becaufe we
knew beforehand of their confent, from the terms of the petition
of the Congrefs to the King, and of their addrefs to the people of

Lngland, which accompanied that petition. Ia the Houfe of
Lords, the Duke of Richmond moved, on the 10th of November

1775, * That the petition from the Continental Congrefs to the
‘“ King, was a ground for the conciliation of the unhappy diffe-
‘“ rences at prefent fubfifting between Great-Britain and America.”
It was not to be wondered at, that fuch a motion as this fthould
be rejetied in the Houfe of Lords, when the original petition had
been fpurned from the throne with difdain.

In the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Burke moved, on the 16th of

- November 1775, ¢ Thatleave be given to brirg in a bill for com-
“ poling
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" nofing the prefent troubles, and for quieting the minds of his
“ Majefty’s fubjefts in America.” The fubftance of this bill was

likewife to renew peace with America upon the antient conftitu-
tional ground, giving fatisfattion to the colonies upon the article
of taxation, and a general redrels of their grievances; confulting
in every point the freedom of America, the dignity of Parlia-

ment, and the rights of Great-Britain.

The following 1s a Copy of the Bill:

¢¢ Whereas, by the bleffing of Almighty God, and the induftry, enter-
“¢ prize, and courage of feveral of the people of this realm, extenfive and va-
¢¢ Juable territories have been acquired 1n America to the crown of Great-
¢¢ Britain, which are now inhabited by great multitudes of his Majefty’s fub-
¢¢ jeéts, who have cultivated and improved the fame, for the moft part at their
¢ own chargcs, to the great increafe of the commerce and naval ftrength of
¢¢ this kingdom; and have alfo, of their own firce gift, made provifion for the
¢ fupport of the civil government within their faid plantations ; have main-
“¢ tained many cxpenfive wars againft the Indian nations, and have at fun-
‘¢ dry times granted large fums of money, and other very confidzrable aids,
¢¢ to his Majcfty, and his reyal predeceflors, to fupport them againft the ene-
¢ mies of this kingdom, netwithftanding which, the inhabitants of the faid
¢¢ colonies have been made liable to feveral taxes given and granted in parlia-
¢¢ ment, for the purpof: of raifing a revenue, when they have had no knights
¢ or burgcfles, or others of their own chufing, to reprefent them in parlia-
¢ ment; and from the great diftance of the faid colonies from this land, and
¢¢ other impediments, are not able conveniently to fend reprefentatives to
¢¢ the faid parliament; whereby the faid inhabitants of the Britith Colonies
¢¢ have conceived themfielves to be much aggrieved, and thereby great trou-
¢ bles have arifen and are likely to continue, if a fitting remedy be not pro.-
¢ vided ; Wherefore, we pray your Majelty, that it may be ena&ed and de-
¢¢ clared, and it is hereby ena&ed and declared, by, &c. &c.
¢ That no aid, fubfidy, tax, duty,loan, benevolence, or any other burthen
¢ or impofition whatfoever, fhall be granted, laid, affeffed, levied, or collec-
¢ ted, upon the inhabitants of any colony or plantation in America, by the
““ authority, or in virtue of any a&t of parliament, or in any other manner, or
‘“ by any other authority, than the voluntary grant of the general aflembly,
‘¢ or general court of each colony or plantation, and which fhall be affented
‘‘ to by his Majefty's Governor, and otherwife confirmed according to the
“ ufage of each province refpeétively, any law, ftatute, cuftom, right, prero-
‘ gative, or any other matter whatfoever, to the contrary notwithtanding.
‘ ¢ Saving to his Majetty, his heirs and fucceffors, his right of referving and

“ colletting quit-rents, and other his antient ducs and revenues, and all
“ other
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¢¢ other duties and taxes by this a&t not repealed ; and faving and referving
¢ to all proprietories and charter-cempanics, their antient rights, privileges,
¢¢ and pofleflions.

¢ Provided always, that nothing in this a& fhall extend, or be conftrued
‘¢ to extend, to reftrain the future impofition and levy of duty and taxes for
“¢ the regulation of trade and commerce in all the dominions, to the imperial
¢¢ crown of this realm belonging.

¢ And in order to remove all doubt and uneafinefs from the minds of his
¢¢ Majefty’s fubjeéts in the colonies, it is hereby further enaéted, that if any
¢¢ aét of parliament fhall be hereafter made for the purpofe of fuch regulation
¢ of trade, the produce of the duties thereby laid fhall be held by the col-
¢¢ le€tors or receivers of his Majefty’s cuftoms, for the difpofal of the general
‘¢ aflemblies, as if the fame had been levied by the authority of the feveral

¢¢ general affemblies in the faid colonies.
““ And whereas, during thefe troubles, the aflemblies, or inhabitants of

‘¢ the faid colonies, have formed a general mecting, which faid mecting was
¢ not authorized by law to make any order or refelution, or to do any other
¢¢ alt of force, to bind his Majefty’s fubjeéts : And whercas it may be ne-
¢¢ ceflary, that the faid colonies fhould have authority to do certain aéts by
¢¢ common confent, which fhould inciude the whole body of the faid colo-
“ nies, Be it therefore enaéted, that it thall and may be lawful for his Maje-
¢¢ fty, his heirs and fuccefiors, to,give authority to his governors in Ame-
¢ rica, to require the faid aflemblies to fend deputies to a general meeting,
«¢ with full powers to bind thceir feveral provinces, to all alts done by a ma-
¢¢ jority of voices in the faid general meeting, which meeting, and the pow-
¢ ers thereof, fhall ceafe and determine on if not further

¢¢ continued by parliament.
¢ And whereas, in confequence of the late troubles, feveral alts of parlia-

¢¢ ment have been made, for the purpoit of coercing and reftraining the colo-
¢ nies, of which an advantage has been taken to reprefent the fame, as if a
¢¢ defign had been formed to deprive the people of the {aid colonies, of feveral
¢¢ rights, benefits, and advantages of nature, and of the Britith conftitution,
«¢ which hath greatly increafed the difcontents of the colonies, and fomentcd
¢¢ the troubles In America ; 1n order therefore, to quict the minds of his Mu-
¢ jefty’s fubjells in America, and to reclaim the difobedient by that lenity,
¢ which ought to have the ftrongeft operation on the minds of free fubjedts,
“ Be it enalted, &c. [Here follow the titles of four adls of parliament as
propofed to be repealed, commonly called the Tea Aét, the Bofton Port Aét,
the ACQ for regulating trials of perfons queftioned in the exccution of the
law in cafe of riots, &c. and the Maflachutetts Charter Aét,] be hereby fe-
¢¢ verally and relpetlively 1epealed.”
[ The remaining claufts of this Conciliatory Bill are, to dcclare a general

pardon, indemnity, and oblivion, ¢ provided that all arms, not taken up by

“ his Majelly's authority, fhall be laid down,™']
I did
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1 did likewife mjrfelﬂ on the 7th of December, 1775, 1n the
number of the moft earneft well-wifhers for peace, make a mo-
tion for the ceflation of hoftilities in America, which was fe-

conded by Sir George Savile; I took my ground from a recital
of feveral of the paflages in the petition of the Congrefs to the

King, profefling their duty, affeéhion, and attachment to their So-
vereign and to their mother-country; to reprefent to his Majefly,
¢« That however well-difpofed his Majefty’s fubje€ts in America
“ may be, according to their moft earneft profeflions, to return to
« their former obedience and conftitutional dependence, yet, that
¢ the horrors of war and bloodfhed, raging in their country, muft
“ drive them to deftruftion and defpair; and farther to beg leave
“ to reprefent to his Majefly’s parental confideration, that a re-
““ turn to their duty, of their own free mind and voluntary compli-
¢ ance, would enfure a more cordial and permanent reconcilia-
“ tion, than any reluttant fubmiflion, which through much blood-
“ {hed of his Majefty’s fubjeéts, could be enforced by the fword;
““ Therefore, moft humbly to befeech his Majefty, that he will be
«« gracioully pleafed, to give orders for putting a ftop to the fur-
“ ther profecution of hoftilities in America, thereby to prevent
¢ the further deftru€tion of the lives of his Majefty’s {ubjefts, and
“ to afford the wifhed-for opportunity to his Colonifts, of evincing

“ the fincerity of their profeflionss by every teftimony of devo-
“ tion, becoming the moft dutiful fubjeéts and the moft affeétion-

“ ate colomfls.”

The Duke of Richmond in the Houfe of Lords moved, on the
5th of March 1776, ¢“ That an humble addrefs be prefented to his
** Majelty, praying that he would be gracioufly pleafed to coun-
“ termand the march of the troops of Heffe, Hanau, and Brun{-
“ wick, and likewife give direftions for an immediate fufpenfion
‘“ of hollilities in America, in order to lay a foundation for a
“ happy and permanent reconciliation between the contending .
“ parts of this diftraéted empire.”

The Duke of Grafton moved, on the 14th of March, 1776,

“ That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, befeech-
““ ing him, that in order to prevent the farther effufion of blood,

‘ and to manifeft how defirous the King of Great-Britain and his

** parliament are, to reflore peacc to all parts of the dominions of
his
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¢ his Majefty’s crown, and bow earneftly they wifh to redrefs any
6 rea_] grievances Qf hlS Majeﬁy’s fubjc&i. his Majcﬂy would be
« gracioufly pleafed to 1{lue a proclamation, declaring, That if the
¢« Colonies, within a reaflanable time before or after the arrival of
“ the troops deftined for America, fhall prefent a petition to the
 commander in chief, or to the commiffioners to be appointed
“ under the at for preventing all trade and intercourfe with the
# feveral Colonies; fetting forth in fuch petition, which 1s to be
¢ tran{mitted to his Majefty, what they confider to be their juft
¢ rights, and real grievances; that in fuch cafe, his Majefty will
* confent to a fulpenf{ion of arms, and that his Majefty has autho-
¢ rity from his Parliament to affure them, that fuch their petition
¢ {hall be received, confidered, and anfwered.”

Lord Camden prefented a petition from the city of London to
the Houfe of Lords, * In the moft refpetful manner to apply ta
“ this Right Honourable Houfe, that it will be pleafed to adopt
“ fuch meafures for the healing of the prcfent unhappy difputes
* between the Mother-Country and the Colonies, as may be fpee-
“ dy, permanent, and honourable.” A {imilar petition was pre-
fented, by the {ame important and refpeltable body, to the Houle
of Commons, but no farther notice was takcn of either.

Having mentioned the petitions of the city of London to par-
lament, I will give you the prayer of another pctition {rom them
to the King, upon the fame fubjet, in March 1776, juil at the
time when thole formidable preparations of inexorable war, which
have fatally diflolved the union between the two countries {or
ever, were upon the point of being put into ation againft our
then fellow-fubjeéts : ¢ We humbly and earncltly befeech your
“ Majefly, that the moft {olemn, clear, diftinét, and unambiguous
¢ {pecification, of thofe juft and honourable terms, which your
“ Majefly, with both Houfes of parltament, mean to grant to the
¢ Colonies, may precede the dreadful operations of your arma-
“ ments, Every colour and fufpicion of mjuftice and oppreflion
¢ will then be removed, from the proceedings of the mother-covn-
¢ try, and if thofe juft and honourable terms are not fubmitted
¥ to, your Majefty will undoubtedly be able to mcet, what will
¢« then be Rebellion, with the zealous heirts and hands of a de-

¢ termined, loyal, and united pecople.” I thin}c if any onc fa€l
can
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can more unequivocally bring to teft, the vindittive, relentlefs,
and inexorable fpirit, which diflated the fanguinary meafures of
adminiftration againft America, it is the non-compliance with a’
propofition fo equitable as this was. The refufal was the cleareft
declaration for unconditional fubmiffion or no peace. It is that
vindiétive {pirit which condemns without trial, confilcates their

B public charters and private property unhcard, rejefts their peti-
| tions and remontflrances, contemns their offers of peace and

% conftitutional dependence, fends an army of 50,000 men to cut

their throats, with negroes and favages to aflaflinate and murder
B them: It is that vindiétive {pirit, which, devoid of every human
l feeling due to the fellow-creatures as well as to fubjects, will not
even deign to tell them, what {fubmiflion 1t is that is required of
them.

I have mentioned to you the aét called the Prohibitory A,
which was one of the firft aéls palled in this fecond feflion.
Every claufe in this aét, except one, 1s fraught with vengeancée
apd deftru€lion to people of the colonies, and to their pro-
perty. They were cut off from all intercourfe with their mo-
ther-country, they wcre totally caft out from its proteétion, and
thetr property given up to military plunder. All this was obvi-
oufly calculated to inflame their minds, and to make them defpe-
rate. But there was ore claufe at the end of this aét, enabling the
[King to appoint commiflioners. The very name of commiffion-
rs pretends at leaft to 1mply fome purpofe of treating for the
edrefs ot grievances, and for peace; but it was nothing lefs, it
as merely a fallacious pretext, for it only gave a power to the -
ommiflioners to grant pardons upon unconditional fubmiffion,
ithout any offer of redrefs of grievances. A propofed grant of -
ardon implies fome crime. What crimes then had the Ameri-
ins been guilty of? They had been condemned unheard, all
eir civil rights had been fubverted, their judges had been pen.
oned during pleafure, their juries had been garbled, the free de-
ates of their aflemblies had ‘been controuled, their charters had
zen confifcated, and their property had been taken by violence
om them. They had prefumed to reprefent thefe grievances,
d to crave redrefs of them, by petitions, addrefles, memorials,

d remonftrances, to the three branches of the legiflature, When
Q all
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“ his Majefty’s crown, 3nd how earneltly they wifh to redrefs any
¢ rea] grievances of his Majefty’s fubjefls, his Majelly would be
¢ gracioufly pleafed to i1{lue a proclamation, declaring, That 1f the
¢« Colonies, within a realanable time before or after the arrival of
“ the troops deftined for America, fhall prefent a peution to the
“ commander in chief, or to the commiffioners to be appointed
¢ under the aft for preventing all trade and intercourfe with the
¢ feveral Colonies; fetting forth in fuch petition, which 1s to be
“ tran{mitted to his Majefly, what they confider to be their juft
¢ rights, and real grievances; that in fuch cale, his Majefty will
** confent to a fufpenfion of arms, and that his Majelty has autho-
* rity from his Parliament to aflure them, that {uch their petition
¢ fhall be received, confidered, and anfwered.”

Lord Camden prefented a petition from the city of London to
the Houfe of Lords, ¢ In the moft refpeétful manner to apply ta
“ this Right Honourable Houfe, that 1t will be pleafed to adopt
“ fuch meafures for the healing of the prefent unhappy difputes
* between the Mother-Country and the Colonies, as may be {pee-
“ dy, permanent, and honourable.” A {imilar petition was pre-
fented, by the {ame important and refpetable body, to the Houle
of Commons, but no farther notice was taken of either.

Having mentioned the petitions of the city of London to par-
Jament, I will give you the prayer of another pctition from them
to the King, upon the fame fubjet, 1n March 1776, jufl at the
time when thole formidable preparations of inexorable war, which
have fatally diffolved the union bctween the two countries for
ever, were upon the point of being put into ation againft our
then fellow-{ubjetts: ¢ We humbly and earncitly befeech your
“ Majelly, that the moft folemn, clear, diftinct, and unambiguous
“ {pecification, of thofe juft and honourable terms, which your
“ Majefty, with botlr Houfes of parliament, mean to grant to the
“ Colonies, may precede the dreadtul operations of your arma-
“ ments.  Every colour and fufpicion ol injuftice aud opypreffion
“ will then be removed, from the procecdings ot the mother-covn-
“ try, and if thofe juft and honourable terms are not {ubmitted
“ to, your Majcfly will undoubtedly be able to mceet, what will
“ then be Rebellion, with the zcalous heirts and hands of a de-

¢ termined, loyal, and united people.” I think if any onc faét
can
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can more unequivocally bring to teft, the vindiftive, relentlefs,
and inexorable fpirit, which diftated the fanguinary meafures of
adminiftration againft America, it is the non-compliance with a’
propofition fo equitable as this was. The refufal was the cleareft
declaration for unconditional fubmiffion or no peace. It is that
vindiétive fpirit which condemns without trial, confifcates their
public charters and private property vnhcard, rejefts their peti-
tions and remonflrances, contemns their offers of peace and
conftitutional dependence, fends an army of 50,000 men to cut
their throats, with negroes and favages to aflaflinate and murder
them : It 1s that vindiétive {pirit, which, devoid of every human
teceling due to the fellow-creatures as well as to {ubjeéts, will not
even deign to tell them, what fubmiffion it 1s that 1s requ'ired of
them.

I have mentioned to you the att called the Prohibitory A&,
which was one of the firft aéls pafled in this fecond feffion.
Every claufe in this aét, except one, 1s fraught with vengeance
and deftruétion to people of the colonies, and to their pro-
perty. They were cut off from all intercourfe with their mo-
ther-country, they wecre totally caft out from its proteétion, and
their property given up to military plunder. All this was obvi-
oufly calculated to inflame their minds, and to make them defpe-
rate. But there was one claufe at the end of this aét, enabling the
King to appoint commiflioners. The very name of commiflion.
ers pretends at leaft to imply fome purpofe of treating for the
redrefs of grievances, and for peace; but it was nothing lefs, it
was merely a fallacious pretext, for it only gave a power to the |
commiffioners to grant pardons upon unconditional fabmiflion,
without any offer of redrefs of grievances. A propofed grant of
pardon implies fome crime. What crimes then had the Ameri.
cans been guilty of? They had been condemned unheard, all
their civil rights had been fubverted, their judges had been pen.
{ioned during pleafure, their juries had been garbled, the free de-
bates of their affemblies had ‘been controuled, their charters had
been confifcated, and their property had been taken by violence
from them, They had prefumed to reprefent thefe grievances, |
and to crave redrefs of them, by petitions, addrefles, memonials,

and remonftrances, to the three branches of the legiflature. When
K all
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all their petitions were rejefted unheard, and they were attacked
by force ol arms, they did likewile prefume, according to the firft
law of nature, to refift in their own defence. The prohibitory
‘att offers no remedy to all the fuferings of America; it only of-
fers a grant of pardon upon unconditional {fubmiflion; and with-
out any the leaft aflurance, or even prefumption, that the g'i*ie-
vances, of which they had complained, thould not be repcated
and aggravated. I fhould not have called the appointment of
commaflioners upon this occafion a mere pretext, it the att had
enabled them to offer redrefs of grievances ; but their hands were
exprefsly tied, from every thing but granting pardon upon uncon-
ditional {fubmiffion. The confiruiion therefore of this claufe
decides upon itfelf as being a2 mere pretext. But cven granting
for a moment that 1t were not a pretext, and allowing to the mini-
ftry all the pretenfions of peace which they would claim from this
claufe; the conflideration which puts their fincerity out of difpute
15, that, although the aft pafled the two Houfes, and received the
royal aflent before Chriftmas 1775, yet the commiffion was not
fealed till May 1776. The departure of the commiffioners was
delayed for five months, with everv at of mercilels vengeance
.intervening, on the part of thofe minifters who pretended to feek
for peace. Immenfe armaments at land and fea were fent againft
the Americans, with 20,000 foreign mercenaries, which could
not tail to drive them to defpair, and, in their own defence, to in-
dependence and {oreign alliances. If the commiflioners had been
appointed, and had been ready to {ail five months fooner, although
the terms of their commiffion under this aét might not have been
fufficient. finally to fettle pcace, yet the very offer of any thing
pretending to treaty, might have brought forward fome negocia-
tion which might have led to peace. What can that minifter
fay to his country, who was intrufted by parliament, with a com-
miflion under this a€t, containing every power which he had ap-
plied for, as necellary to reftore the peace of the empire; for ha-
ving delayed and fupprefled, for five months, every ftep and pro-
ceeding under that commiflion? I call this the higheft breach
of truft to his country. If that commiflion had been fealed and
fent out with all due and conveniént fpeed, inftead of having been

been delayed for five months, it mufl have arrived in America fome
months
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months before their declaration of independence, and their nego-
ciation with foreign powers, 1n which cafe an offer of treaty might
have been of fome avail. But War with America, and not Peace,

has been at the bottom of every meafure from the firft to the laft.
It the proceedings ot the minifter had been matked with any

amblguous moderation, {uch decifive and defperate events, as in-
dependence and foreign alliances, would at leaft have given fome
gradual notice of their approach; every rub and delay would
have been fo much in favour of reconciliation. Thereare at leafl
fhades and gradations between humble petitions, and an hoftile
declaration of irrevocable independence, with foreign alliances.
The colonies had been for ages bound to this country, by every
tie of common intereft, and by all the natural habits of affe&tion
they were, at this very period, waiting with anxiety for the event
of their laft peution, and for a parental aflurance of proteftion,
in return for their proffered allegiance ; they were unprepared et-
ther with men, arms, ammunttion, or allies, for fuch a defperate
ftep, as a final revolt and declaration of independence. They
muft have entertained, at that time, great doubts of their fuccefs,
in an undertaking premature and unconcerted, but defperate in
its confequences. But they were driven, by every accumulated
alt of terror and deftruttion, to madnels and defpair. They were
compelled to take their inftant choice, of unconditional fubjec-
tion, or independence. Nothing elfe was left to them. An head.
firong minifter had refolved, fword in hand, to pafs the Rubicon,

and to throw away the fcabbard.
I am now come to the third feflior of this parliament, which

commenced O¢t. g1, 1776, and ended June 6, 1777.

All poflibility of reconciliation having been made defperate, by
the meafures of the adminiftration in the preceding year ; and, in
its place, an unconditional reduétion of America having been de-
termtned upon, and undertaken by force of arms; the King's
{peech at the opening of this third feflion told us, that we mu#
at all events prepare for another campaign. The minifterial
demand, of unconditional fubmiffion by ferce of arms, on the
one fide, had produced the declaration of independence on
the other; and the fword alone could decide the conteft. The
friends of peace and re-union, who had forewarned their coun-

I g try
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try of this fatal alternative, faw with regret their melancholy

forebodings realized in thefe events. They had been unwearied
in their endeavours, to prevent things from coming to this defpe-

rate {tate; but in vain. Yet even in this ftate, if the fainteft ray
of hope did but dawn upon them, they were ever upon the watch,
not to let {lip even the mott diftant poflibility of bringing the par-
ties to an accommodation. I have told you, that the new Ame-
rican minifter had never communicated any fingle document of
information to parliament. The reprefentatives of the nation
were left to the chance of picking up information, when the fate
of the empire was at {take, from news-papers or vulgar reports.
A very important proclamation, figned by Lord Howe and Gene-
ral Howe, had been publithed in America on the 1gth of Sep-
tember 1776, declaring on the part of his Majefty, that ke was
willing to concur in the revifal of all kes alls, by which his fubjells
in America might ihink themfelves aggrieved. 'This propofition
firft made 1its appearance in England 1na common daily news-
paper, having been copied from fome American prints. Lord
John Cavendifh, into whofe hands one of thefe news-papers had
fallen, being ever watchful for the peace and profperity of his
country, feized the occafion without delay ; and moved in the
Houle of Commons, (on the 6th of November 1776) conformably
to the terms of the proclamation, ¢ That this Houfe will refolve
“ ifelf 1into a committee, to confider of the revifal of the aéts of
¢ parliament by which his Majefty’s {ubjetts in America think
“ themfelves aggrieved.” A miniflerial negative was put upon
this motion, by a large majority. I call it a minifterial negative,
becaule the miniflers themfelves, who advifed the proclamation
in America, {fpoke 1n this debate againft the motion of Lord John
Cavendifh, for complying with the terms promifed to America
in that very proclamation.

It i1s worth while to dwell a little upon this tranfaétion in its {e-
veral parts, and to confider the effe€t which it muft naturally
have upon the minds of the Americans; becaufe their conviétion
of the duplicity and infincerity of adminiftration, has had greater
effett in deciding the alienation of America, than all other mea-

fures put together, A motion had been made by the Duke of
Grafton
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Gralton in the Houle of Lords, (on the 14th of March 1776) te
addrefs the King, ¢ That he would be gracioufly pleafed to ifiue
“ a proclamation 1n America, promiﬁng, that 1f the Americans
“ would, by petition to the commander in chief, (to be tran{mut-
“ ted to his Majelty) ftate what they conlider to be their juft
“ rights, and real grievances, that his Majefty hath authority from
“ his parliament, to aflure them, that {uch their petition fhall be
¢ received, confidered, and anfwered.” A negative was however
put upon this motion. DBut upon the 19th of September of the
fame year, (17706) a proclamation was 1{lued in America, promi-
fing the very thing which had been negaunved in parliament.
What 1s an American to think of thus?  \Would he not fay to
his countrymen, Truft not ; here s treachery! This proclamation
tan be confidered 1n no other light but as infidious, and calculated
to amufe us into fallacious expeétations; had the miniftry been
fincere in the intentions declared in this proclamation, they
would not have put a negative upon this very propofition when
offered in parliament. To confirm thefe fufpicions, and to put
their duplicity and infincerity out of doubt, the miniflry again
refule, when brought to the teft, to adlhere to the promifes of
their own proclamation. It 1s to this combined fyftem of relent-
lefs violence, and vindiftive duplicity, that the difinemberment
and independence of America are owing. In vain did the friends
of peace deprecate the fury of an hecaditrong miniftry; in vain
did they propole any terins of conciliation ; they {trove to the laf,
but they were crufhed in evéry attermpt. The declaration of in-
dependence had already taken place; but if there was any mea-
'Ifure above all others, which could have been deviled, to add
rage to defpair, and to make the a&t of independence irrevoca-
ble, it was a refufal of this motion ; 1t was a conviéted aét of mi-
nifterial duplicity ; it put an end to all cuniidence, and left no
arbitration but the fword. |

The King had told us at the opening of this third feflion, that
we muff at all events prepare for another campaign; parliament
accordingly voted above an hundred thouland men for this pur-
pofe by fea and land, with an enormous bill of expences attend-
ing them.  Many millions have already been incurred and paid,

and many more are at this moment outflanding and unpaid, which
you
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you will hear of and feel but too foon. Having myfelf been for

{ome years converfant in matters of fupplies and gramts, I have
never failed, in each feflion, to give as accurate an eftimate in
that branch, as 1 could draw out. Thofe eftimates have never

proved fallacious. I only mention thits, in a tranfient manner,
upon the {ubjefl, that mv conflituents may know, that I have not
been mnattentive or filent upon that important article.

With refpett to the American independence, thofe who had
a foreboding that the force of this country wonld be baflled in
America, when put to the trial, might very confiftently, for the
honour of their country, have been difpofed to give way upon that
head, as forefeeing that if 1t were not done with good will, necelhty
would at laft compel us to compliance. This I confefs to you from
the very firlt was my firm conviétion. Therefore, to relcue the
honour of my country from being brought to difgrace, by the at-
tempt of mmpoflibiliues, I did at this period, (viz. in May 1777}
venture to give it as my advice, in point of opinion, to make a
gift of independence to America, while you mght fay that you
had any thing in your power to give. 1 would not prefume to
prefs a point of {fuch magnitude and unportance, upon my fingle
opinion, to a public queftion in parliament, aye or no ; but I drew
up the arguments, upon which in point of opinton I would have
advifed the meafure, in the {hape ot an addrefs to the King, and
vcad it in my place in parltament. 1 have never been the pro-
pofer or the abetter of innovations ; all that I have wifhed has been,
that we might flill go on in pcace and profperity, according to
the antient and conftitutional fyftem of connettion between the
two countries. 1 leave to others, by felf-ditated opinions, to
fhake eftablifhed fundaimentals, and to plunge their country into
2ll the confequences ot the difmemberment of our American co-
lonics, terminatng m thewr hoftile independence. The princi-
ples of a federal alllance, i which the dignity and interefts of
this country nught both bave been preferved, appearcd to me to
be the only faie plan.  The lollowing is a copy of the propofed
acdrels:

“ To the King: Your faithful Commons have taken into their
“ moft ferious confideration, the very alarming ftate of this nation,

* from the prefent unhappy difputes with the American colonies,
st and
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* and are moft heartily defirous, according to the example of
¢ their anceftors, to encourage, fupport, and maintain, the true
“ principles of liberty, and through them to eflablifh peace and
“ profperity throughout every part of your Majefty’s dominions.
“ We cannot but exprels our fears, that in the prefent unhappy
“ difputes, your Majefty has been much mifinformed, as to the
“ true ftate of America, by ignorant, and, perhaps, ill-intentioned
“ informers, who have reprefented to your Majefly, that the dif-
« tarbances there were excited by a few individuals only, but that
“ the general fenle of the continent of America was totally averfe
“ (o them, and ready to fubmit, if but a few troops, with fome de-
« gree of countenance from this country, were to be fent over.
“ Your faithful Commons therefore finding, from the [ublequent
« events, fuch informations to have been groundlefls and delulive,
“ are led to fufpeft, that the caules likewife of the difturbances
“ may have more feriocus and deep foundations than have been
« reprelentede. They are, moreover, led upon this occafion ta
« conlider, that all good government is cftablithed for the {afety
“ and content of the people, as exprefled by the general voice,
“ and common confent, of the members of any community; and
« that, whatever Tuperintending power or controul a parent flate
“ may be intitled to, in the infancy of any colony, as for the com-

“ mon good of any fuch colony in its infancy ; yet that the ul-
« timate end of all colonization is, and ought to be, to eftablilh

« Lindred and derivative communities into perfe€t focieties, 1n
“ the fullnefs of population, fettlement, profperity, and power.
« Thefe principles are not only founded in the nature ot man-
« kind, but are peculiarly applicable to our own colonilts, who
« carried out with them, into their foreign fettlements, the fceds
« of the Britifh conflitution, which we flatter ourfelves to be the
“ happieft and moft free in the world. Thefe colonies, under
“ the aufpicious and friendly eye of the parent-ftate, have at
“ length out-grown the imbecilities of their infant ftate, and ap-
“ proach to the maturity of fenlement and population, and all the
« arts of life, and thereby are become capable of that glorious in-
“ heritance of perfeft freedom, which their parent-flate has in
“ former times refcued out of the hands of tyrants, with a view to

s affert it for the common good and ule of mankind, and paru-
“ cularly
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“ cularly to tranfmit it entire to their own defcendants. As no
* country can arrive at its full perfe€tion, while it is confined 1n
» jts powers of a free legiflation; and as the tranfition of colonies
» from the controul of a diflant parent-ftate, to the abfolute pof-
« {effion in full right of all their legiflative powers, muft inevi-
* tably (at a certain period of conneétion between the parent-flate
“ and its colonies; difturb, or at leaft for a time fufpend, the har-
“ mony of affettion and mutual correfpondence of interefts; and
« as the courfe of the prefent difputes between Great-Britain and
« her Colonies, has led to that dangerous point ol contention,
“ which being originally inherent in the relation of parent-flaie
~ and colony, now thews itfelf fo ferious in its afpeét, as perhaps
“ to threaten, if not amicably adjuited, the ruin of one or both
* countrics: Your Commons, therefore, think 1t wife and pru-
“ dent, to follow the apparently natural and unavoidable courfe
* of things, and to beftow upon the Colontes an entire freedom of
« their legiflative powers, hoping thercby to lay a foundation for
“ a perpetual and indiffoluble bond of affettion and alliance, 1n
“ every refpeét as beneficial to both countries, as the connection
¢ which has hitherto fubfifled between them, in the mutual rela-
“ tion of parent-{tate and colony; and with this addiuonal hope
“ of permanence, that according to all human prudence, {uch con-
¢ ne€tions, in which there is no latent principle of future difcord,
«“ may be trufled and rclicd upon, for the cordial reftoration ot
v« peace, and for all the blellings of reconciliation between this
“ country and the offspring of its own liberty, formed in the per-
“ feft refemblance of its own conftitution, and tranfplanted into:
“ the new world of America. Your faithful Commons, there-
¢ fore, humbly befeech your Majefly, to order an immediate {uf-
“ penfion of hoftilities in America, for the fake of preventung
“ any tarther effufion ot blood, and to concur with your parlia-
““ ment, upon the ground-work of the foregoing principles and
* confiderations, in laying the foundation for reconcilement and
* perpetual peace between this country and America.”

The unfortunate events which have happened fince I firft fug-
gefted the foregoing propofition, which was in May 1777, make
me regrct that fomething of this kind was not then accepted. I
think that thofe perfons confuft the beft for the honour of their

country, who, 1n an 1nevitable cafe, forefce it in time, and accom-
modate
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modate themfelves to it with the beft grace; and who do not
hang back with an ungenerous and reluttant delay, until they are
compelled by defeat and with difgrace to comply. I have long
forefeen this to be the cafe with refpeél to the independence of
America. I call it an inevitable cale, becaufe it 1s generally con-
fidered as an event which would be detrimental and difhonour-
able to this country. My own opinion is far otherwife. I think
the friendfhip of America, which 1s now the rifing the world, and
which will in a few years be multuplied an hundred fold, would
be an infinite recompence, in exchange for an irkfome dominion,
onerous to them, and barren to us; and as for the difhonour, 1
fear that we are running headlony to create 1t for ourfelves, by
our haughty and fupercilious conduét, whichi will only bring upon
us defcat and difgrace. If, inftead of a fulpicious and felfifh {yi-
tein of aduniniftration towards our colonies, we had from the firft
taken them by the hand, to lead them with parcntal affettion to
national greatnefs and independence at the time of their maturity;
we fhould have fixed the heart of America to ourlelves for ever.
What have we now before us, but ithe profpeét of defeat in our
attempt to fix an irkfome dominion perpetually upon them;
with the lofs of their affe€tions, and of all thofe peculiar advan-
tages, which this country alone, of all European ftates, has de-
rived from free and flourithing colonies; and which would have
been daily growing in magnitude and importance, in proporuoi
to theiwr boundlefs increafe in the new world ?

Towards the end of this feflion, viz. on the goth of May 1777,
Lord Chatham, who had been in a very ill flate of-health
tor fome months, came to the Houfe of Lords, to give his voice_
againft the farther continuance of this mad and impracticable war.
He urged that there might {till perhaps be a moment left, to
arreft the dangers that furrounded us, before France fhould join -
in an explicit treaty with America. He moved, * That an
“ humble addrefs be prefeatcd to his Majefty, molt dutifully
‘ reprefenting to his royal wifdom, that this Houfe is deeply
‘“ penetrated with the view of impending ruin to the Kkinge
“ dom, from the continuation of an unnatural war againft the
‘ Britifh Colonies in America, and inoft humbly to advife his
‘“ Majefty, to take the moft fpeedy and efeétual mealures, far
“ putung a flop to fuch fatal hoftilities, upon the only juft and
“ {olid foundation, namely, the remaval of accymulated grievans

“ ces; and to alflure his Majefty, that this FHoule will enter ypon
G ‘ this
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“ this great and neceflary work with chearfulnefs and difpatch,
“in order to open to his Majefty the only means of regaining
“ the affeftions of the Britifh Colonies, and of fecuring to Great-
‘ Britain the commercial advantages of thefe valuable poffeflions;
¢ fully perfuaded, that to heal and to redrefs, will be more conge-
“ nial to the goodnefs and magnanimity of his Majefty, and more
“ prevalent over the hearts of generous and free-born fubjects ;
‘“ than the rigours of chaftifement, and the horrors of civil war,
“ which hitherto have only ferved to fharpen refentments, and
‘“ confolidate union, and, if continued, muft end in finally diffol-
* ving all ties between Great-Britain and her Colonies.” This
warning, though coming from fo great and refpettable a charac-
ter, was fet at nought. The miniftry had got all that they wanted
from parliament, that is to fay, 100,000 men, and ten millions of
money. They were confident in their own conceit, and in the
{uccefs of their meafures, and would attend to no remonfirances
of reafon. Thus the die was irrevocably caft. The honour and
interefls of this country, without any alternative by treaty, were
fet at ftake, upon the decifion of the {fword, upon the {elt-diétated
confidence of a miniftry, who had uniformly with-held every do-
cument of information from parliament; but whofe refponfibility
can afford no adequate compenfation to their country, for the de-
ftruttion and difgrace into which they have plunged it.

In the account which I have given you of the propofitions and
arguments which have been offered on our fide for peace, 1 have
confined myfelf to fuch as ftand erther in the fhape of motions or
protefts 1in parliament. But many others have been offered by
the friends of their country, in the courfe of parliamentary de-
bates, of which minifters might have availed themfelves, if they
had been difpofed to liften to wife and temperate counfels.
Lord Shelburne, at a very early period 1n thefe troubles, advifed,
“ To meet the Colonies upon the ground of their laft petition to
‘“ the King, as being the {ureft as well as the moft dignified mode
‘“ for this country; to {ufpend all hoflilities; to repeal the aéls
“ immediately diftrefling to America; and torefer otherstoa tem-
“ perate revifal; but, above all things, to confider the principles
“ of the att of navigation as the palladium of this country.”
Again; That moft beautiful metaphor of Lord Camden, ¢ that
“ every blade of grafs is reprefented in Great-Britain,” compre-
hends, in one word, all that could be faid in a thoufand volumes

upon the fubjeét of American taxation. Another emphatical
phrafe
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phrafe of his, *“ Peace with Amerca, and then;. come war with
“ all the world!” breathed the true {pint for Britifh counfels.
Thefe will be remembered. Numberlefs other {plendid and pa-
thetic fpeakers in their country’s caufe have likewife pleaded in
vain. All thele Pearls have been thrown away.

I have now ftated to you the fubftance of the minifterial and
parliamentary proceedings, during the three firft fcflions of this
parliament, which were the decifive periods; the firft which laid
the foundation of the war, the other two which threw away the
pearl of peace, -when it was in their bands, and drove America
to the irrevocable extremities of i1ndependence and toreign alli-
ances. I muft once more remind you, of my motive for being fo
folicitous to explain thefe matters to yon, and to fhew to you, that
neither myfelf nor any of the friends with whom 1 have atted,
have either been confenting or concurring with thofe headitrong
meafures which have brought fuch enormous expences, fuch fatal
deftruftion of the lives of our tellow-fubjeéts, fo much national
difgrace, and perhaps the profpett of national ruin. It is, becaufe
I value and efteem the confidence ot my confhituents, and becaufe
I wifh the continuance of it; for which realon, I defire to lay my
heart open to them, and to explain cvery motive of my conduét.
Thele difputes with America, however flightly they may have
been treated by fome perfons, in the beginning, did (as you know)
appear to me, in the earlieft dawn of them, to carry the moft fe-
rious and fatal afpeét. When a great majority of parliament has
taken 1its bent, to adopt with a blindfold confidence the meafures
of an adminiftration, you cannot conceive the difadvantages
which a fmall minority, or a few individuals, meet with, in ftrug-
gling and buffeting againt the torrent. The miniftry give what
garbled evidence they pleafe; they {upprefs evidence likewife at
their difcretion; if any documents are moved for, which might be
explanatory, of the views, tempers, torccs, conneétions, public pro-
ceedings, number and difpofition ot the perfons difcontented and
in arms; any fuch motion is fure of mceting with a negative. It
a hint is dropt, that the Americans are cowards; that they are
wretched and helplefs; that they are difcontented with the tyranny
of their Jeaders; that two or three regiments would fubdue the
whole continent ; that the King’s ftandard being once fet up, the
whole body of the people would flock to it ; or any other of the
many fallacies which have led us into difappointments and dil-

grace; a confident majority Will not brook any doubts. The
omii-
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omnipotence of parliament is not to be queflioned, till it is dex
feated, and the national honour laid 1n the duft. No {uggeftion
of prudence 1s tolerated, till it is found by fatal experience, fo
far {rom two or three regiments over-running all America, that
50 or 60,000 men have been baffled for two years together; one
entirc army taken prifoners, the remainder retreating and be-
ficced.  Then we regret, 1n vain, the headftrong folly of mini-
fters, who have betrayed the unfufpeéhing confidence ot parlia-
ment, by their ignorance, arrogance, and mifreprefentations. The
experiment has coft us the lofs of America, with go or 40,000
men deftroyed, and thirty or forty millions of monecy wafted,
which, even if it had procured fuccefs, would have been little bet-
ter than ruin; but the final defeat, after all, has brought the na-
tion into difgrace, and has delivered us ftript of our men and mo-
ney, and of our bell friends and refources, 1n almoft a defencelefs
{tate, to the anticent rivals of our profperity and honour. Thefe
{entiments have made a deep impreflion upon my mind, and con-
duét. Zealoully attached to the honour of my country, 1 have
lamented to fee 1t fall a facrifice to the gratification of an ill-judged
pride. Moderation and Juftice the are trueft guardians of national

honour.
I am,

With the greateft refpeét and Confideration,
GENTLEMEN,
Y our much obliged, and
faithful humble Servant.

D. HARTLEY,

SODBURY, Sepf. 13, 1778,

To the Right Werfhipful the Mayor and Corporation,
To the Worfhipful the Wardens and Corporation
of the Trinity Houfe,
A ND
To the Worthy Burgeffes,
Of the Townof KincsTton-vpronN-HuLL,
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GENTLEMEN,

HAVE now traced the minifterial and parliamentary proceed-
ings down to the end of the third {effion of this parliament,

ending in June 1777. The difaftrous events in the lucceeding
campaign in America, which trod upon the heels of that confident
feflion, were fo many unfortunate proofs, that an headflrong mi-
niftry, who had afted for many years by no other rule than their
ewn prefumption, had led the honour, the national intereft, and
the arms of this country into difgrace, deftrution, and defeat.
All thefe events had, upon the moft deliberate inveftigations of
realon, been foretold, and all the meafures which have produced
them, had been mofl earneftly deprecated, but in vain, by the
friends of juftice, reconciliation, and peace.

The fourth f{eflion of this parliament began on the g2oth of

November 1777, and ended the firt week in June 1778.
The King’s fpeech, at the beginning of this fourth feflion, conti-

nued {till in the declaration of the neceflity of preparing for fur-
ther operations of war, though the preceding fummer’s campaign
had given very little encouragement to expeft fuccels; and now,
for the firll time, the armameats of the Houle of Bourbon made
their appearance in the King’s {peech before parliament. Thefe
two obje&ls together conflituted a double argument for increaling
our military force by {eaand land. The language of adminiftra-
tion was become more violent and vindiélive, in proportion as
they leemed to fail in point of fuccefs. Fifteen thoufand additi-
onal men were raifed in Scotland, Manchefter, &c. Many fub-
fcriptions of private perfons were fet on foot, for the farther fup-
port of the American war, and to make the exalperation more
general. Lord North, indeed, threw out hints in debate, that he
had thoughts of making fome propofitions of accommodation.

Yet fill the mark of fincerity was wanting at the time of this de-
H claratioa
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claration ; for the late Earl of Chatham, on the firft day of this
feffion, bad made a motion 1n the Houfe of Lords, (which was
negatived as ufual) to lay the ground of accommodation by treaty!
reiting the great firels of his argument upon this point, that the
Houfe of Bourbon was upon the eve of breaking with us; that
they bhad abetted the caufe of America; that they had done a great
deal in an underhand way, but not fo much as the Americans
wifhed ; that if this moment were feized, while America was 1n
sll-humour with the backwardnels of the Houfe of Bourbon, they
might be detached from that conneftion, if reafonable terms were
held out to them ; that this opportunity, if once loft, would never
be recoverable again. 1 did hkewife myfelf, in the Houfe of
Commons, throw out the {ame arguments, in confequence of in-
formation which had dropped into my hands. I ftated, that I
thought there was one ray of hope itill lelt, 1f we had wildom to
feize the opportunity, of opening a treaty with the Americans,
while they were difcontented with the cool and dilatory proceed-
ings of the court of France. My words were, Do it before you
flezp ; but they {lept and did it not. I will now recite to you the
faft motion made by the Earl of Chatham in the Houfe of Lords,
(viz. on the 2oth of November 17;7,) that the advice therein
contained may {peak for him, in contraft to thofe ruinous mea-
fures, which he oppofcd to his laft breath, ¢ That this Houfe
“ does moft humbly advife and fupplicate his Majefly, to be
“ pleafed to caufe the moft fpeedy and effeftual meafures to be
*¢ taken, for reftoring peace in America; and that no tinre may
“ be loft 1n propofing a ceflation of hoftilines there, in order to
s the opening a treaty, for the final fettlement of the tranquility
 of thofe invaluable provinces, by a removal of the unhappy
* caufes of this ruinous civil war, and by a juft and adequate fecu-
“ rity againft a return of the hike calamities in times to come.
* And this Houfe defires to offer the moft dutiful affurance to his
“ Majefly, that they will, in due time, co-operate with the magna-
“ mmity of his Majefty, for the prefervation of his people, by
‘* fuch explicit and mofit folemn declarations, and provifions of
“ folemn, fundamental, and rrevocable laws, as may be judged
“ neceflary for alcertaining and fixing, fer ever, the refpeflive

“ rights of Great-Britain and her colontes.”

Thefe
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Thele are the laft words of falutary counfel from that great
man, who, to the irreparable lofs of his country, is now no more.
This counfel was offered 1n vain; inflead of feizing the oppor-
tunity of negociating with America, while they were unengaged
from France, the parliament, after having fat about twenty days
to vote the ways and means of carrying on the war, was adjourned
for fix weeks. Within the period ot this fatal adjournment, the
treaty between France and America was negociated. The mini-
firy could not poflibly be ignorant of what was tranfating at Pa-
ris, for they had at that time a miniller at the court of I'rance:
and befides this, common report could not fail to inform them.
All the letters and correfpondencies from Paris announced the
approaching event; every ftock-jobber was upon the watch; none
were afleep but the miniftry; they would not ftir a ftep: As 1f
the adjournment of fix weeks was nota {ufhcient allowance ot time
for compleating the treaty between France and America, the
conciliatory propofitions, which had been promtifed before Chrift-
mas, were ftill farther delayed for four wceks more, after the
meeting of parliament in January 1778; and it was not till after
certain information was come, that the treaty was compleated and
altually figned, that the conciliatory bills were brought into par-
liament. The dates of thefe faéts ftand in order thus: The inten-
tion of making fome conciliatory propofitions to America was
announced by the minifter early in this fourth feflion, before the
adjournment for the Chriftmas holidays. Without any farther
notice taken of thefc intended propofitions, parliament was ad-
journed from the 1oth of December, 1777, to the 2oth of ]a-
nuary, 1778, The preliminaries of a treaty between France and
America were delivered, by Monfieur Gerard, to the American
Commiflioners at Paris, on the 16th of December, 1777. The
parliament met on the goth of January, 1778, after the Chriftmas
recefs. The treaty of Paris, between America and France, was
figned on the 6th of February; and the conciliatory bills were
prefented to parliament eleven days after the treaty was figned,
viz. on the 17th of February, 1778. Thefe are the faéts; what
conftru€tion can be put upon them? What meafures could have
been calculated more effeftually to throw America into the arms

of France than thefe? They feem as il they had been ﬂudi,buﬁﬂy
cOlle
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concerted, feverally and conneétedly, to produce fuch an event.
‘The menacing Ianguage of the Kiny’s fpeech, declaring the necef-
fity of preparing for Juck further vperations o war. as the eofle-
nacy of the rebels mepht render exn-dient, tosciber with the faus-
fattion exprefied by the addreffes of the two Houafes, in concur-
ring with fuch meafures; the orders given out immediatcly alter
the adjournment, ro raife ten regiments in the Faghl::l, L Scot-
land, together with the Liverpool and Maucheller volunteers;
the private fublcripuons which were fet on foot, and earneitly
fupported by the miniftenial party, to rarfe men for the American
war; were all calculated, by fhewing the continuance of a vindic-
tive {pirit againit the .\mericans, to irritate and to urge them into
a treaty with France. The throwing out hints, that the mimiter
had 1t in his intention to make fome offers of concuiation to
America, was calculated to operate upon the court of France, to
cnlarge their offers, and to accelerate their pace in driving the
treaty with America to a conclulion.  The delay of laying thefe
conciliatory propofitions before the Houle for three months, viz.
from the 2oth of November, 1777, to the 17th of February [ol-
lowing, gave the fulleft time for the negociation, and final fettle-
ment of the treaty; and more particularly, what I am juftified to call
the diftinguifhed and pofiave aét of with-holding thefe propofiti-
ons, for one month alter the meeting of parliament, in January
1778, when the treaty between America and France was knébwn
to be far advanced, and to be upon the point of conclufion ; can
admit of no rational interpretation, but upon fome fuppofed pre-
determination to delay the conciliatory offers in parliament, till
the treaty between France and America fhould be figned and
{ealed. If any other rational interpretation can be given to fuch
conduét, it is very fit that the perfons concerned fhould give that
{ausfattion to the public.. There was nothing complex in the
offers when they appearcd. They might have been reduced into
the proper forms, and all peceflary provifions might have been con-
certed, 1n three days as well as three months.  If the miniflers of
the cabinet had been fincere and unanimous to eater into a treaty
of peace, the bills might have paflcd through both houfes, and might
have received the royal allent, before even the preliminaries be-
tween France and America had been fet on foot. If there were

al ly
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apy of the efficient minifters of his Majefly’s cabinet, who oppofed
or delayed the introduétion of the conciliatory propofitions, know-
ing what they muft have known, with refpeét to the negociations
then on foot at Paris, it 1s fit that fuch perfons thould be declared
to the public, and that they fhould give in public the reafons of
their conduét. If no other rational explanation of thefe mea-
{fures can be flategd, the convifted inference will be obvious to all
the world, that, whatever occafional appearances there may have
been of relenting, or whatever pretexts may have been thrown
out, yet, that at the bottom, the fundamental principle has always
been one and the {ame, viz. either to conquer America by force
of arms, or to cut it off from the Briti{h empire and connettion ;
but at all hazards, to prevent the dangerous retrofpett into the
condutt of minifters, which reconciliation with America muft lay
before the public.

- Confider how ftudioufly every propofition for peace on the
part of America has been evaded ; confider that the cleareft and

moft explicit offers from them of dependence have been rejeied
unheard, while the moft effeftual meafures have been taken by
minifters, at the fame time, to drive them inevitably to indepen-
dence; confider the refufal of the propofition of the city of Lon-
don, in their petition to the King, in March 1776, which was
calculated to put the teft of [incerity, by a diftinét, clear, and un-
ambiguous {pecification of juft and honourable terms, to be offered
on our part to America, which might have laid the foundauions of
peace; confider the uniform rejeftion of every propofition of
peace made in parhament for three years together; confider,
upon a fimilar occafion, about two years before, when an aét had
been paffed before Chriftmas, 1775, appointing commiffioners to
treat with America, that the departure of thofe commiflioners was
delayed for five months, viz. till the month of May, 1776 ; and
that, 1n confequence of that delay, no offers were even made to
America under that commiflion, tll after the declaration of inde-
pendence; confider the fame uniformity of condutt in the earli-
eft period of thefe troubles, viz, in the {pring of the year 1775, at
the time of what was called Lord North’s conciliatory propofition.
No civil blood had then been thed; but, under the infidious mafk

of that propofition, the firft civil blood was thed before that propo-
1 fition
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fition (fuch as it was) could poffibly be offered, either to the Gene-
ral Congrefs of America, or to the confideration of any aflembly
upon the continent. Compare all thefe things together, and then
apply the refulting inference to the final confideration of this laft
att, of with-holding the conciliatory bills for three months, not-
withftanding the fulleft parliamentary warning given of the confe-
quences, and the certain knowledge of a treaty aétually 1n nego-
ciation between France and America. Confider all thefe things,
and then let any man judge whether the f{ufpicion of a {ecret
defign to fruftrate every poflibility of peace, be an unfupported
charge. 1 flate it as a matter of prefumption, not as proot pofi-
tive. But there would be an end of all the fafety of human hfe,
if every fuperficial pretext were to be fuffered to pafs unqueftion-
ed, and to have its full fcope and operation, till it could be con-
fronted by conviéting proof. The juft alarms upon violent pre-
fumption are the guards of life. If men uniformly perfift in re-
fuling every aét which plain and fimple fincerity would diftate,
and in affefting every pretext which duplicity and infincerity
would fimulate, the difculpation, and the proef of motives, is to
lie upon them.

There 1s a long and heavy account out-ftanding and due to the
public, for which minifters are refponfible. Parliament has been
kept in profound ignorance, not only of the condutt of the war;
of all intelligence tranfmitted by the commanders of the Britifh
forces, as to the ftate of the country, the unanimity and general
difpofition of the people; of all demands which have been made
by the commanders themfelves for fuccours and reinforcements;
of fuch opinions and advice as they may have fent to their em-
ployers at home, as to the praéticability of the war; the probable
duration of it ; whether there was any profpeét of conquering the
country, or any rational plan of maintaining fuch fuppofed con.
queft if it could have been made, &c. &c. Informations upon
thefe and other heads might poflibly have guided the counfels of
parliament to the adoption of other meafures. In an uniform
{yfiem of failure and difappointment, in every pretended expec-
tation, year after year, it is not poflible to conceive, but that the
miniftry muft have had fome warning given to them, by the com-

manders, and other perfons employed by them upon the fpot;
and
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and here it is that the fufpefted principle recurs again and again;;
“ If we cannot conquer or deftroy, we may at leaft produce an
* irreconcileable breach between the two countries, and perhaps
“ an implacable hatred, which may prevent all future inter-com-
 munication, and the chance of any hazardous difcoveries.”

Every Britifh fubjeét, at the outfet of this war, had an intereft
in the American colonies, not only as a part of the Britifh domi-
nions and dependencies, but likewife in the commerce, in the
fhipping, in the produttions of the country, 1n the aftettions of
the people, in the common ties of intereft and confanguinity.
What then is to be the conduét of any member 1n parliament, as a
reprefentative of the people, who have fo many complicated and
combined interefls in America, as well as the dominion? Is he
to ftand by, the mere ftupid and credulous dupe ot pretexts, while
minifters, in the rage of pride and difappointment for the lofs of
their only objeét, Dominion, and perhaps to hide the {ecret deeds
of darknefs, are fuffered, with impunity, to overwhelm every other
national intereft and concern in one common ruin ?—No. The
friends of their country have not been fo duped, nor will they
be filent. Believe me, Sirs, for one, if I could even be divefted
of every other {fentiment of my heart and private feeling, I would
not difgrace the truft which you have repofed in me, by fuch a
ftupid and treacherous apathy to the neareft and deareft interefls
of my country.

It is hardly worth while to ftate to you the terms, if they can be
called fo, of the conciliatory bills; they amounted to but little
better than a furrender, at difcretion, of all the principles and
matters which had been for many years in contention; and this,
when we were evidently difgraced and defeated 1nto a reluétant
compliance. Terms, adequate to the honour and to the utmoft

rights of this country, had been propofed, over and over, by the
friends of juftice and peace; and as conftantly refufed to the very

laft hour, that it was poflible even for the weakeft men to dream
of unconditional conqueft; and I beg of you to remark, that, by
the teftimony of thefe aéts of parliament themlfelves, we who fat
on the other fide of the Houfe, and have been the conftant ad-
vocates for peace, ftand moft fully juftified to the public, as ha-

ying never propofed any terms of mean fubmifiion, derogatory to
Ia the
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the honour, ot deftriftive of the conftitutional rights, of this
country. The fubftance of all our propofitions had ftood upon
thuch higher ground than that taken by the conciliatory bills;
which enable the commifliohers to treat of dll regulations, pro-
vifeons, matters, and things, which evidenily meant the furtender
of the a€l of navigition, dnd of 4l the commercial advarntages of
this cotiritty. Dominion was the objeét of minifterial purfuit. As
for thie beneficial dnd commercial rights of this country, a flight
account was made of them, in comparifon with the objeét of ac-
quiring an 1iifluential patronage and dominton. The aét of navi-
gation, which I take to be the chief interefl that my conftituents
had in America, was hardly worth a tranfient thought; but the
right of appointing Governors was provided for by the longeft
claufe in the bill. The whole was wafte paper and wafte words.
If half the terms had been offered to America in due time, which
were furrendered in thefe bills, an honourable, beneficial, and per-
manent peace might have been eftablifhed. But thefe bills ha-
ving been delayed till after the treaty betweéen Frarice and Ame-
rica was fighed, it became fruitlefs to offer any terms fhort of in-
dependence; for America could have no other objeét in their
treaty with France, but to eftablifh that independence. Had rea-
{fonable terms been offered to the Americatis, before their treaty
with France was figned, and had fuch terms been fupported by
tokens of good faith and fair dealing, it isby no means impoffible
that they might have compromifed the article of independence,
by fome honorary conceflion, perhaps fome titular dependence,
as they had always profefled to feek no reconciliation inconfiftent
with the dignity and welfare 6f Great-Britain. But a'reconcilia-
tion they always had fought, though the minifters of this country

feem to have had no other view, but to prevent that reconcilia-
tion, after the profpe&t of conqueft became defperate.

The Duke of Richmond, however, was not to be turhed off

from his inflexible perfeverance in thé caufe of reconciliation.
He propofed a bill to enable the cotmiflioners to enter irito the

JLuc{hon of independence in the way of treaty, and at lexft otit of
at ground to negociate a féederal alliance with ‘A'merica. “I'he
following is a copy of the propofid bill ;

| A BILL
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A BILL to explain, amend, and render more effellual, an A2
paffed in the prefent Seffion of Parliament, intituled, “ An aét
“ to enable his Majefty to appoint Commiflioners, with futhci-
“ ent powers to treat, confult, and agree upon the means of

“ quieting the diforders now fubfifting in certain of the Colo-
 nies, Plantations, and Provinces of North-America.

«« WHEREAS, by an aft paffed in this prefcnt {cflion of parliament, in-
¢s tituled, € An A% to enable his Majelty to appoint Commiffioners, with
¢ fufficient powers to treat, confult, and agree upon the means of quicting the
¢ diforders now fubfifting in certain of the Colonies, Plantations, and Pro-
¢ vinces of North-America,® it is enalted, ¢ That it thall and may be lawful
¢ for his Majefty, from time to time, by lctters patent under the Great Seatl of
¢ Great-Britain, to authorize and impower five able and fufhcient perfons, or
¢ any thice of them, to treat, confult, and agree with any bodv or bodies poli-
¢ tic and corpcrate, or with any aflembly or affemblies of men, ot with any
¢ petfon or perfons whatfoever, of and concerning any grievances, or com-
¢ plaints of grievances, exifting, or fuppoled to exift, in the government of
¢ any of the faid colonies, provinces, or plantations refpeltively, or in the
¢ Jaws and ftatutes of this realm refpefting the fame.

¢ And whereas the faid colonies have, on the 4th of July, 1776, declared
¢¢ that the {aid colonies were free and independent ftates, and that they were
¢ ab{Lived from all allegiance from the Britith Crown, and that all political
¢¢ connection between themn and the ftate of Great-Britain was, and ought te
¢¢-be, totally diffolved :

¢¢ And whereas doubts may arife, whether the faid Commiflioners, by vir-
¢ tue of the powers given them by the faid Adt of Parliament, are cnabled to
¢ tredt, confult, and agree with any body or bodies politic and corporate, ot
“ Wwith any aflcmbly or aflemblies of inen, or with any perfon or perfons what-
s¢ foever, of and concerning the power and authority of the King and Par-
‘¢ ltament of Great-Britain over the fuid Colonies, or any of them, or of and
¢ concerning the independency of the faid Colonies on the King and Parlja-
“* ment 6f Great-Britain, as the cafe may rcquire :

“ Andwhereas the want of fuch powers in the faid Commiffioners may ren-
¢¢ der the faid Aét of Parliament ineffeélual for quicting and extinguifhing the
¢¢ fedtoufics and apprehenfions of danger to their liberties and rights, which
‘¢ have alarmed many of his Majefty's fubjells in the faid colonies, provinces,
“ dr pluntatiohs, and for reftoring peace between Great-Buritain and the
¢ fhid colonies :

¢ And whereas any dependance of diftant colonies on a frée country, can
* Kave no jult foundation, or any perminent continuance, but in the confent
¢¢ atid gsod-will of flich colonies : |

¢ Be it ennéted, by the King’s moft excellent Majefty, by and with the
¢ advice and confent of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commnons, in

¢¢ this
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te this prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, That
«¢ it fhall and may be lawful for the faid five Commiffioners, from time to
‘¢ timne, authorized and impowered by his Majefty, by letters patent under the
¢ Great Seal of Great-Byitain, or any three of them, to treat, confult, and
¢r agree with any body or bodies politic and coiporate, or with any affembly
<« or afimblies of men, or with any perfon or perfons whatfoever, of and con-
¢ cerning the power and authority of the King and Parliament of Great-
¢¢ Britain over the {aid colonics, and ot and concerning the independency of
¢ the faid colontes on the King and Parliament of Great-Britain, as the cafe
¢ may require. |

¢¢ And in cafc the faid colonies and plantations fhall adhere to their faid
¢¢ declaration of independency on the King and parliament of Greac-Britain,
¢¢ the faid Commiflioners, or any three of them, are hereby authorized and re-
¢¢ quired to admit the faid claun of independency, and in the name of the
¢¢ King and Parliament of Great-Britain, to declare the faid colonies to be
¢ free and independent ftates, and to be abfolved from all allegiance to the
¢« crown, and from all fubjeftion to the King and Parliament of Great-
¢¢ Britain,

¢¢ And it is hereby further declared aud enaéted, by the authority aforefaid,
¢¢ That it thall and may be lawful for his Majefty to inveft the {faid Commiffi-
¢¢ oners with plenipotentiary powers, in fuch cafe, to negociate with the faid
¢ colonies as Independent States, or with perfons authorized by them for
¢ {uch purpofe, fuch treaty, or convention as to his Majefty fhall feem meet
¢¢ of alliance, offenfive, detenfive, and commercial, between his Majefty and
¢ the faid colonies.

¢¢ But in cafv the faid colonics fhall be difpofed to return to, and acknow-
¢¢ ledge an authority in the King and Parliament of Great-Britain over the
¢¢ faid colonies, as confitftent with the fecure enjoyment of their rights and
s Jibertics, Be it cnadted, by the authority aforefaid, that the faid Commiffi-
¢ oners, or any three of themn, fhall be, and they are hereby, impowered to
¢ treat, confult, and agree with any body or bodies politic and corporate, or
¢ with any aflembly or aflemblies of mnen, or with any perfon or perfons
¢ whatfoever, of and concerning the degree, extent, and limitations of the
¢¢ faid authority ; and of and concerning fuch alterations in the conftitution,
¢¢ and in the forms of government in the faid colonies, as may be neceflary or
¢ convenient for the honour of his Majefty and his Parlianent, and for the
¢¢ common good of all his fubjedts.

¢¢ Provided, that no agreement of and concerning the degree, extent, or
‘¢ limitation of the authority of the King and Parliament of Great-Britain,
¢¢ and of and concerning any alteration in the conftitution or forms of go-
¢ vernment in the fuid colonies, or any of them, fhall have any obligation,
¢ force, or eftcct, until the fame fhall have bLeen ratified and confirmed by

* Parliament.” All
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All that I fhall fay of this bill is, that it combines thefe three
fundamental principles of fociety, and of the rights of mankind :
1ft, That all government ought to be founded upon the confent
and good-will of the people; 2dly, That all good government i1s
eftablifhed, not as the property of the perfons invefted with 1t,
but as a truft repofed in them, to promote the general welfare of
mankind ; and laftly, That reconciliation is preferable to domi-
nion. Such principles as thefe have always been the influential
motives of my conduét, and of thofe with whom I have afted,
throughout the whole of this unfortunate difpute, which we have
endeavoured, to the utmoft of our limited powers, to prevent
from coming to extremities. Reconciliation with America is the
Jaft flake that we have to contend for.

I have now brought down this fketch of parliamentary tranfac-
tions to the end of the laft feflion, founded unpon parliamentary
documents, of inconteftible and recorded fafts, by which you may
judge of the conduft of the two parties, who have taken oppofite
fides in refpeét to the American war ; in which I plead for myfelf,
and for thofe with whom I have aéted, that the plan and fyftem
adopted on our parts would have fecured the antient and confhi-
tutional connetion between the two countries, with every bene-
ficial advantage thence arifing, inpeace and profperity ; and that,
if the meafures of conciliation had been followed, we fhould, at
this moment, have faved many thoufands of lives, many millions
of the national revenuc and refources, and that we fhould have
been in the full enjoyment of the commerce, navigation, friend-
fhip, and affeflion of the new and rifing world.

With refpett to the conduét of the adminiftration, 1 have only
ftated fafts. Let them fpeak. If any thing that I have hitherto
{aid can be conftrued into an arraignment of their conduél, it is
not I who arraign them, but their own attions. However, I have
not quite done with this fubjeét. I will now examine into their
motives. As any imputation of motives muit always be more
problematical than a mere relation of recorded fatts, I give yon
this notice of the ground that I am going to take, that you may
be upon your guard to watch this part of the invefligation of mo-
tives, and judge what degree of evidence and proof I adduce of
thofe motives which I fhall impute. The motives which 1 impute
to them, and of which I think I can bring proof pofitive, are, a
defign to eftablifh an influential dominion, to be exercifed at the

pleafure of the crown, and to acquire from America an indepen.
dent
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dent revenue at the difpofiton of the crown, uncontrouled, and
not accountable for to parhament. I am fo confident that 1 can
bring this to proof pofitive, that I would {et the decifion of the
whole charge, upon the recital of one {ingle claufe in that Ame-
rican revenue att, (commounly called the Tea Aét, 7 Geo. HI. cap.
46." which is the ground-work of all the prefent contell and trou-
bles. And be it enalled, by the authority aforefaid, that his Ma-
je/ty and has fucceffors fhall be, and are hereby impewered, from tyme
o time, by any warrant or warrants, under his or their royal Jfign
manual, or figns manual, counter -feyned by the High Treafurer, or
@iy three or more of the Commuffioners of the Treafury for the tyme
being, to caufe fuch monies to be aphlied out of the produce of the
duttes granted by this all, as kis Majefly or kis fucceffors fhall
think proper or neceffury, for the defraying the clarges of the
admintfiration of juflice, and the fupport of the civil govern-
ment, wethin all or any of the faid colonies or plantations. This
claufe enables the crown, by figh manual, to eftablifh a general
civil lift throughout every province in North-America, to any in-
definite extent, with any fal#ries, penfions, or appointments, to
any unlimited amount, even to the produce of the laft farthing of
the American revenue ; and this without any controul or account
to be given in parliament. Now you may know what we have
been fighting for. It is this claufe, thus eftablifhing, at one ftroke
by the fign manual, an univerfal dominion of the crown through-
out the whole continent of North-America, through the means
of an American revenue, furrendered at difcretion into the hands
of the crown, viz. as kis Majefly or ks fucceffors fhall think pro-
per and neceffury. This claufe has coft to the natien thirty or
forty thoufand lives, thirty or forty millions of money, the lofs of
the aét of navigation, and of the whole continent of America,
and 1s now plunging us into a war with the Houle of Bourbon.
The public have been amufed with the expeétation of deriving
a revenyie from America, as the objeft of this conteft. Then
take the tea duty for a fample of a minifter’s attention to the par-
llamentary revenue. Three parts in four of this duty were
repealed out of the old parliamentary duties, and the remaining
fourth part was appropriated to the ufes of a royal fign manual,
without any parliamentary account. 1 think the evidence of thefe
documents, being from parliamentary record, amounts to proof

politive; and yet there is more. This a&t of 7 Geo. 1L1. cap. 46,
33
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is totally uncouformable to the preceding American revenue aéls:
Take the ftamp aét for an example. If that aét had been formead
upon principles of conftitutional juftice, towards the colonies,
(which, as laying a tax by parliament upon perfons not reprefent-
ed there, it could not be) it was not, however, liable to this objec-
tion of the fign manual. The duties to arife from that aét were ap-
propriated, in the firft inftance, and without any anticipation, by
fign manual, or any provifion for the eftablifhment of an Ameri-
can civil lift, to the difpofition of parhament. The words of the
alt itfelf are my authority. And be it cnalled, by the authority

aforefaid, that all the monies whick fhall arife by the feveral rates
and duties hereby granted, (except the necefJary charges of raifing,
eollelling, recovering, anfwering, paying, and accounting for the
Jfame, and the neceffary charges from time to time incurred in rela-
tton to this all, and the execution thereof) fhall be paid into the
receipt of his Majefty’s Exchequer, and fhall be entered feparate
and apart from all other monies, and fhall be there referved, to be
from time to time difpofed of by parhament towards farther de-

Jraying the neceffary expences of defending, protecting, and fecu-
ring the fatd colonies and plantations. Another a€t impofing
duties, commonly called the Sugar Aét, 4 Geo. I1l. cap. 15, was
pafled the year before the Stamp Aét; was the produce of that
act appropriated to the fign manual of the crown?—No. This
Jaft-mentioned at was again modelled, with {fome vanations, in the
adminiftration of the Marquis of Rockingham, in 1766 ; was the
produce of it at that time appropriated to the ufe of a fign ma.
nual P—No. All thefe duties were referved f{pecially under the
controul of parliament, and not devoted to the fign manual for
the fupport of an American civil iff. This claufe then for de-
voting the American revenue to the fign manual, without ac-
count or controul, and for eftablifhing a fyflematical civil lift in
America, through the means of that revenue, was firft introduced
into that fatal American revenue aét, commonly called the Tea.
A&t, which is at prefent the foundation of all our troubles.

There has been much talk in the world of fome fuppofed feeret
influence, which, by hidden fprings and infcrutable motives, con.
trouls the external aéls of the oftenfible minifter for the time be-
ing, whatever his private judgment and inclination may be. 1If

there be any {uch exifting influence, the operations of it have
K been
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been efteemed capricious, comparing different times and occafions.
The prelent noble Lord, at the head of the treafury, has exprefled
his moft carneft wifhes over and over, to return to the ftate of
1763, which therefore 1mphes the taking this thern out of his
fide, viz. the Tea Tax. Many and many motions have been made
in parliament during his mimftry, for the repeal of this wretched
caule ot fo much bloodfhed and deftruétion, the Tea Tax. If
then there does exift fome fecret irrefiftible influence, we are to
fuppofe, that when the noble Lord wifhes in his heart to fay
Aye, the fecret influence is inflexible, and diftates No. Cofl
what 1t will, thoufands ot lives, millions of money, tearing whole
continents from your domimon, this mflexible {pirit ftill perfidts,
No! No! And all this, for the poor wretched Tea Tax! Now
let us go back a little to the year 1766, when the Marquis of
Rockingham was minifter, at the time of the repeal of the ftamp
aft. That noble Lord was at leaft as earneft to arrange the fyf-
tem of the American meafures to the flate of 1763, as the prefent
minifter can be. What ftood in his way ?~—~The Stamp Aét;
which, upon the mere calculation of revenue, was of ten times
the magnitude ot the Tea Tax. What faid this fuppofed fecret
1nfluence to the repeal of the Stamp Att? To judge by appear-
ances, it feemed to go a little againft the grain; but, atter fome
firuggle, that noble Lord, who knew how to fet a true value upon
the fubftantial interefls, and benehcial connettion, between Great-
Britain and America, was at laft permitted to remove the ftumb-

ling-block, and to reftore his country to peace, and to the {yftem
of 1763. Whetherany f{uch {ecret influence, as that which has

been much talked of, does exift or no, I will not take upon me to
determine; but thus much, 1 think, is clear, that the apparent
caprice of its operation, 1n fubmitting, with very little firuggle, to
the repeal of the ftamp aél, and wading through {eas of blood in
fupport of the Tea Tax, only requires this clue to unravel it. The
duties impofed by the Stamp Aét were under the immediate
controul and difpofition of parliament, but the Tea Tax was ap-
propriated to the {fign manual; and if fuch afecret fpirit does
exift, its attachment is to a revenue under the fign manual, and

not to a parliamentary fupply.
It 1s a ftrange thing to conceive, how the public have been made

dupes to the expeétation of a parliamentary revenue from Ame.
rica.
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rica. There has never been any fuch objet in conteft between
us. The only American revenue aét which has had any exiftence
for twelve years, 1s that of which I have recited the claufe, giving
up its produce to a civil lift, and to a fign manual. If the Ameri-
cans, in the year 1773, inftead of throwing the tea overboard,
had {ubmitted to pay the duty, would the produce have been under
the controul and difpofition of parhiament? This s the teft, and
the plain anfwer 1s, No; for the famec aét which granted a duty
of three-pence a pound upon’ tea 1nported into America, gave to
the crown a right, as kis Maje/ty or his Jfucceffors fhall think pros
per and neceffary, of appropriating the produce to an American
civil lift, by warrant under the fign manual, without any controul
or accountablenefs to parllament; and yet parliament have been
induced to {pend thirty or forty millions of the public money, in
the purfuit of an imaginary revenue which would not have been
their’s, evenif it could have been got from America. There
1s indeed a claufe in the aél, appropriating the r+//due to the dif-
polition of parliament, after all fuch minifterial warrants under the
fign manual, as are thought proper and neceffary, thall be fatisfied.
So this mockery of an American revenue proves at laft to be the
crumbs that fall from the minifter’s table; the refdue, indeed, of
aroyal warrant, counter-figned by the firft Lord of the Treafury!
What would my conftituents fay to me, if I were to give my vote
for inferting a fimilar claufe into the land-tax, excile, and cuftoms
in this country ; to give full fcope to every warrant upon the re-
venue, counter-figned by the firft Lord of the Treafury, for the
purpofe of giving penfions to the judges during plcafure, and for

the fupport of an univerfal civil lift, with appomtments to any
amount unlimited and unaccountable ? -\Would they be {atisfied
with my anfwer, if I were to tell them, that his Majelty's mini-
fters had always profefled the moft zealous attachment to the pub.-
lic interefls, and to the conftitutional rights of their country; that
they were belft fitted to judge what dilpofitions of the public revea
nue were proper and neceffury; and that, when the influence of
minifterial munificence had found its ne plus uitra, the refidus was
referved for the difpofition of parliament? 1 fhould be very forry
to think that any conftituents in the kingdom would be fatisfied
with fuch an account. I affure you, Sirs, 1 {hall never put my

friends to this trial. As long as I have the honour of a parlia-
K a mentary

4
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mentary truft, I will never give my confent to a claufe, appropri-
ating an unlimited revenue at the difpofition of the crown, and
uncontrouled by parliament, through a royal warrant, counter-
figned by the firft Lord of the Treafury.

You may now judge why minifters have been fo obftinate in
refufing every offer from America, to contribute upon a conftituti-
onal requifition. No grants upon fuch conditions would have been
difpofable by fign manual. Conqueft alone could give any chance
of a revenue fo difpofable; but any revenue, obtainable by parlia-
mentary or conciliatory means, would have been out of the reach of
the minifters of the crown; this brings us back to the foundation
maxims of the whole fyftem of the American meafures, viz. con-
queft, or no conneétion ; an independent revenue for the crown,
or no contribution ; unconditional fubmiffion, or no peace —
This 1s the plain truth of the matter, notwithftanding all the plau-
fible terms, and filver-tongued pretexts, which have been held
out, of a revenue from America, of the conftitutional nghts of
Great-Britain, and the dignity of the crown. If a country gentle-
man afks a plain blunt queftion in parliament, and preffes it home,
‘What are we fighting for? are we fighting for a fubftantial reve-
nue from America? Tell us downright; Aye or No. The an-
Iwer given is, Aye and No, and yet both anfwers are true. No,
means no revenue under the controul of parliament; Aye, means
the fign manual. Thus it is that parliament has fuffered ntielf to
be amufed by fome paradox, or fome ingenious equivocation;

while they have been giving and granting away thirty or forty
millions of the {olid money of their conftituents, to be fent upon

a wild venture, in queft of an independent revenue forthe crown;
and to purchafe for themfelves the reverfion of the minifter’s le~
gacy, the pitiable refzdue of a vifionary fupply, 1n the beggarly ac~
count of an empty purfe! a fubfiantial parliamentary revenue has
been given outin the countenance, but it is the fign manual which
has been held clofe in the heart.

I hope and truft, that I enjoy fo much of the confidence of my
conftituents, that they would not fufpeét me of an intention to lay
any mifreprefentationg before them; but in the prefent cafe,there is
no room even for the moft diftant fufpician of any poffible bias that
can pervert the reprefentation of truth. [ fiate te you the {imple

and undeniable faéls, as they ftand recorded in public aéts of parlis-
ment.
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ment. Let me now juft bring back to your recollefion the terms
in which ] exprefled myfelf, of the motives which I imputed to
the miniftry, in their conduét of American mealures, that you may
judge whether the evidence thus far produced, does or does nat
amount to proof pofitive. The charge which I undertook to prove
was this, a defign to eftablifh an influential dominion, to be exercifed

at the pleafure of the crown, and to acquire not a national reve.
nue, but an independent revenue from America, at the difpofi.
tion of the crown, uncontrouled and not accountable for o par-
liament. If what I have hitherto faid has not yet had the cfle&t
of proof pofitive, to convince you of the charge, 1 have one more
argument to offer from a feries of aftually exifting fafls, in the
only province in which the miniflry have had it in their power
to afford the evidence of pofitive faéts. 1 mean the province of
Quebec. At the fame time that the A for making more effec-
dual prownfion for the government af the provence of Quebec 12
North-America paffed, it was attended by amother a&t, o0 ¢fablifh
a_fund, towards the farther defraying the charges of the adwmeni-
Sfiration of juflice, and fuppore of the civil government, within the
province of Quebec in America. Between thefe two atts, I think
we fhall briag the point to proof. In the hArft place, you might
expefl, that the claufe of the warrant, under the fign mannal,
would not be omitted ; neither is it in effe€t; the only difference
15, that the fign manual, required inm this inftance, 1s not that of the
crown, but that of the munifter. In this aét, the total revenne of
the province of Quebec is configned, in the firft inflance, to a
warrant from the firfk Lord of the Treafury, for the purpofe of
penfioning judges during pleafure, and to fupport a civil ift to-
~ tally unhmited ; and from the pafling of this aét to this very hour,
a firk Lord of the Treafury, without controul of parliament, has
athually been in poffeflion of the revenues of one American pro-
vince, under the autharity of an aét of parliament, with no other
obligation expreffed, than generally to defray the expences of the
adminiftration of juftice, and to fupport civil government, The
refidue, as before, to be referved for the difpofition of parliament.
The omiffion of the royal fignature, and the fubftitution of the
warrant from the minifter, does not make any eflential difference
in the cafeto be fure, but flill I cannot help fecling it, as an infult

and contempt not only thrown upon the province, but a degrada,
tien
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tion of the dignity of government in. the mother.country. If
this province {hould ever hereafter be indulged with an houfe of
reprelentatives, it may probably be expefted, that they fhould
give and grant their money, in the firft inflance, to the minifter ;
and, as all {ciences are in a rapid flate of improvement, an Ame-
rican province might, in procefs of time, have come to be admini-

ftered through the warrant of a petty conftable, if we had not loft
them all in the courfe of trying thefe curfed experiments. When
I refle€t upon fuch circumftances as thefe, I feel the dignity of
parliament degraded. We know but too well, in the prefent con.
flitution of parliament, that we are helplefs in the hands of the
" minifter of the crown. We hardly can lift our ambition to a
higher point, than to {it down in filence, if we can hope to hide
our difgrace. If the counties and great boroughs of this country
do not ftand in the gap, your parliament will {oon be reduced to
a wretched {late of public contempr. This is come thus inciden-
tally from me, though a little foreign to the {pecial fubjeét ; but,as a
lover of my country, 1t 1s a grievance which fits near to my heart.
But to return to the mimftenal civil lift of Quebec. As I deal
in vouchers, I will give you the addition made to the civil lift of
this province fince the Quebec revenue att. I have taken it from
Mr. Baron Maleres, who was formerly attorney-general of Que-
bec, and who has always been the generous patron and advocate
of the liberties of that province. [Vide Additional Papers con-
cerming the prouvince of Quebec, p. 371.] The total of the civil
It of Quebec is about 20,000l. of which the following bill is a
fpecimen. You will obferve that many of the articles run in

addition to a former falary. |
Per Annum.

¢ To the Popith Bifhop of Quebec, a penfion of v o L 200
¢¢ To the Chief Juftice of the Province, in addition to his falary, 20Q

¢ To the Licutenant-Governor, who ufed formerly neither to aét as
¢ Lieutenant-Governor, nor to receive any pay as fuch, during
¢ the prefence of the Governor in Chief of the province, and
¢¢ who, in the abfence of the Governor in Chief, ufed to receive

¢¢ half the Governor's falary, o— - s 6oo
¢¢ T'oihe Attorney-General of the province, in addition to his falary, 330

¢¢ To three Judges or Confervators of the Peace, at Quebec, sool.

¢ a year each, making together  we —— e X500
“ To



[ 63 ]

* To three Judges or Confervators of the Peace, at Montreal,
¢¢ gool. a year each, - — 1506

“ N.B. The two Judges of the Courtof Common-Pleas at Quebec,
‘¢ and thofe of the Court of Common-Pleas at Montreal, before

¢ the late Quebec aét took place, had a falary of only 200l. a
¢¢ year each, making together 8ool. a year; therefore, the in-
‘¢ creafe of the expence in the falaries of the new Judges, is the

¢¢ difference between 3000l. and 8o0l. a year, which 1s = 2200
“ To each of the 23 Members of the Legiflative Council of the pro-

¢ vince, a falary or penfion of 100l. fterling a year, making together 2300

¢ N.B. All thefe falaries are not to be given to the Members of the Council
¢ in feparate payments,’every time they attend the meeting of the council
¢ ypon public bufinefs, but are fixed falaries, to be paid them whether
‘¢ they attend thofe meetings or not. ‘T'hey are not likely to have much
¢ effe€t in caufing the meetings of the council to be fully attended. The
¢¢ principal effet of them will probably be, to make the members of the
¢ council extremely dependent on the Crown and Geovernor, or {where

¢« from the high {pirit of particular men, it fhall not have that effeét) to

¢« make them be coimidered by the people as if they were fo, and, ia confe-
¢ quence of that opinton, to render them the objets of contempt.™

Thus far from Mr. Baron Maferes.

You fee, by this fpecimen, the altual operation of 2 mealure
vefling the revenues of an American province in the hands of a

firft Lord of the Trealury. 'This{pecimen is only the increale of
this minifterial civil ift at Quebec upon pafling the revenue att
of that province, with a claule devoting the difpofition of the pro-
duce to a minifter’s uncontrouled warrant.

I will now give you the civil lifl of this province: A Governor,
Lieutenant-governor, Town-major, Secretary, Surveyor-general,
Commiflary of flores, Superintendant of Indians, Clerk of the
Crown, Chief Juftice, Judges, Receiver-general, Provoft-marihal,
Attorney-general, Judge of Admiralty, Naval Officer, Collettor,
Comptroller, Agent, Surveyor of Woods, In{petior of Lands,
Store-keeper at Quebec, Clerk of the Survey, Reverue Oflicers
without end; no reftraint upon the future creation of dependent
offices, and all the falaries unlimited and during the pleafure of
the crown. This is a formidable array of crown dependents.
Suppofe then this example applied to all the other colonies, and

take from thence a meafure of the obje€t which'the crown at leait
is
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is contefting for in America. The province of Quebec contains

about tlirce or four thoufand Britifh Canadians, and the total num-
hers, though not accurately determined, flill do not exceed the
nwnbers of one of the finalleft of the antient colonies. Then take

the proportion thus: Ifthe officers of the civil lift at Quebec, in
its prefent infant ftate, form already a moft formidable regiment,
and their eftablithment be 20,000l. a year, what would a general
civil lift and ats eftablifhment throughout America, in the courfe
of twenty years, amount to, if fuch civil it and efltablifhment
could have been carried into effeét in the prefent war? The an-
fwer would be, Millions. The courfe of the reafomng is very
fhort. America ought to be taxed by parliament : Therefore
Quebec has been taxed ; and, according to the claufe in the gene-
ral tax afl, which extends over all America, introducing the war-
rant by {ign manual, the minifter has improved uponit in this cafe,
and has prevailed upon parliament to devote the whole revenue
fimply, and in the firft inflance, to himfelf; in confequence of
which, the falaries and penfions upon the civil lift of Quebec, are
increafed in proportion to the increafe of means by the tax att.
If this does not amount to proof pofitive of the charge that I fet
outwith, viz. of eftablifhing an influential dominion to be exercifed
at the pleafure of the crown, through the means of an independent
revenue at the difpofition of the crown, uncontrouled by parlia.
ment, I fhall think that words and faéts have loft all power of
convifltion upon the human maind.

If our only obje&t in parliament were to {feck, by every poffible
means, to firengthen the hands of the crown and the influence of
the minifter, all this would be very much to the point; but what
intereft have our conflituents, the people of England, in all this?
If they are to judge by the fample of Quebec, they would not be
much the richer for an American revenue : What then are we
fighting for? Is it our bufinefs to be fpending thirty or forty
millions of the money of our conftituents, for the purpofe of lay-
ing the foundation of an independent crown revenue, difpofable
by fign manual, or by the minifter, together with a general civit
ht eflablithment over a whole continent,~—~an American court
calendar unlimited ?—~This may be an objeét for the miniflers of

the crown. They have fpared neither arts nor influence, nor the
moft
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moft unbounded profufion of all poffible ways and means, to ob-

tain fo defperate an end.
I will now ftate to you the influential powers, and abfolute do-

minion, which have been implicitly furrendered by parliament
into the hands of the crown, over the province of Quebec, by the
alt for eftablifhing the civil government of that province.

The government of Quebec is a legal parliamentary defpoti{m,
committed into the hands of the crown and of its minifter. The
legiflature of Quebec confifts of a Governor, Lieutenant-Gover-

nor, and twenty-three Counlellors; all of them appointed, pen-
fioned, and removeable by the crown. So far the monarchy is
abfolute. As to the laws, parliament has eftablifhed the French

laws in civil cafes, and the Englifh laws in criminal cafes. For
how long ? Until they fhall be varied or altered by any ordinances

that fhall, from time to time, be paffed in the fard province, by the
Governor,Lteutenant-governor, and any nine members of the council,
all being appointed, penfioned, and removeable by the crown.
There is no qualification whatever required for a feat in the coun-
cil. A Crown Governor, with nine of the moft profligate perfons
in the province, or even with nine Canadian favages, if the mini-
fter fhould think proper to recommend them to the crown to be
of the council, would have, under the aét of parliament, a right in
one hour’s time, to vary and alter every law of the province, both
civil and criminal ; and thus a Canadian fubjeft, who may think
himfelf protefted by an att ot parliament, may be legally ftripped,
under that very aét, of every right of man, and of every blefling of
life. The crown is thus far ftill moft abfolute, above any laws of
the land. The crown can appoint of its own authority, under the
alt, any courts of criminal, civil, and ecclefiaftical juri/ditlion,
within and for the faid province of Quebec, and appoint, from time
to time, the judges, and officers thereof, as his Majefly, his heirs,
and fucceffors, fhall think necefJary and proper for the circumflan~
ces of the fard province. There 1s no exception of the High
Commiffion Court or the Star-chamber; parliament has forgot
the horrors of thofe courts, and the tyrannies exercifed by the mi.
nifters of the crown under them. Nay, even the court of Inquifi-
tion itfelf, or the torture, may be introduced by a council of nine,
non obflante, any provifion made, or even implied in the aét to the

contrary. The province of Quebec has petitioned likewife, as
L other
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other colonies have done, and have been refufed too. They have
petitioned for a free government, and for a reprefentative affembly
of the people. It has beenrefufed. They have petitioned againft
illegal imprifonment,—refufed. The Habeas Corpus,—refufed.
Right of trial by juries,—refufed. In fhort, the crown of Great-
Britain is conftituted as abfolute in the province of Quebec, un-
der an aét recommended to parliament by the minifters of the

crown, and fupported by them, as any defpot that ever had ex-
iftence in the world. Every thing that moves, has its breath from

the crown. The conflitution of Quebec 1s given up, unconditi-
tionally by parhament, inte the hands of the crown, and the reve-
nues and civil ift to the minifter. Is this the {yftem which we
wifh to fpread throughout the whole continent of America? I
know it is not. The parliament and people of England have been
inveigled and deceived, by the crafty pretexts of an infidious ad-
miniftration. If thofe crafty defigns had been carried into atual
execution, it would be vain to flatter ourfelves, that any remedy
would have been 1n our power. We cannot, at this moment,
command the remedy for the province of Quebec; we cannot
now take them from under the ablolute dominion of the crown,
and reftore them to a free governmnent, 1f we would. The crown
has an abfolute negative, and the power to frufirate every aét of
repentance, when 1t comes too late.

Think with yourfelves, what our own fituation would at this
moment be, if the power of the crown were as abfolute throughout
all the other provinces in North-America, as 1t 1s over the con-
{titution and revenues of Quebec. With all the forces and reve-
nues of that continent at command, the crown might perhaps talk
in another ftile to members of parliament, from that which its mi-
nifters ule now. What have we to do with fighting battles to fet
the crown at the head of all the force and revenues of conquered
provinces? It wasthe {poil and plunder of conquered provinces,
which brought ruin and {lavery to the heart of the Roman empire.
The laft ftruggling pang of expiring liberty in Caftile, was crufhed
by the weight of power derived {rom the foreign dominions of
Charles the Fifth; who, by right, was only the lilmited monarch
of Caftile; but his influence as Emperor of Germany, and Lord
of the then new world America, added to Burgundy and Italy, ex-

tinguifhed the laft gleam of liberty in Caftile. The ten provinces
ot
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of Burgundy, in the time of Philip the Second, fell under the
weight of an American revenue and powes, and the fsven nor-
thern provinces, which hnally eftablifhed their freedom, paid near
a century in bloodfhed for the purchafe. Such events as thefe
will new not happen to us. The manifters of the crown of Great.
Britain will never have it in their power to eftablith an abfolute do-

minion throughsut North-America, as they have done in Quebec.
But it is evident enough what they would have done, 1if they had
had the power, by what they have done in the province of Quebec,
which was-in their power. Thetree is to be judged of by the fruit.
When I fpeak of the crown, I always mean the minifters of
the crown. It is the true and conftitutional way of confidering
that branch of the legiflature. All Kings {peeches in parliament,
all proclamations, all anfwers, or refufal to anfwer petitions, are
confidered as the afts of the minifter, for which he 1s refponfible.
We are infenfibly led likewife to {peak fometimes of als of par-
liament, as the aélts of the minifter. This i1s a bad omen. I fear it
15 too true, that the influence of the minifter in parliament is
nearly irrefiftible. There are fo many infignificant boroughs which
fend members to parliament, that parliamentary reprefentation
cannot be faid to be taken from the mafs of the people. One of
my principal reafons for troubling you with thefe long letters s,
to teftity the extreme deference that I pay to my conflituents.
Having the honour to reprefent a borough of the firft importance
in the kingdom, I mean to protefs my duty publicly to them, and
to feek their confidence, by opening my heart to them. If fuch
an intercourfe were more frequently kept up between the confli-
tuents and the reprefentative, it would at all times be eligible, and
in times when public danger threatens, it would be of the utmoft
importance. I fear that tunes ol danger are coming upon us, by
the obflinate mifconduft of our mintflers. I confels to you I fee
no way clear before me. Are you prepared for taxes upon taxes,
year after year, in a war with America and the Houfe of Bour-
bon? Are you provided with another thirty or forty millions?
If thefe things come, they will not lie at my door. It is your
minifters who have exhaufted your wreafures, and wafted the blood
of your countrymen in vain, to deliver you, weak and defencelefs,
to your natural enemics, This is the profpeét which you owe to

them. You may have avoided one rock by the failure of the mi-
min flerial
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nifterial meafures in America. That danger was at too great a dif-
tance to give immediate alarm, and would probably have ftolen
infenfibly upon you; but for thefe immediate evils which are now
prefling upon you, I wifh thofe who brought you into them, could
fhew you the way out. All re-connettion with America, as a de-
pendent part of the empire, 1s out of fight. Then what is left but
reconciliation? 1 am confident, that there is no implacable ha-
tred between the people of England and the people of America.
The contention hasbeen between the minifters of the crown, and
our late fellow-fubjeéts in America. They know that the people
of England have been deceived, and that parliament has been
mifled by minifters. They know the weak part of our conftitu-

tion, and that when minifterial meafures get the afcendant in
parliament, no remonftrance or reafon can prevail. They im-
pute their injuries to the malice of the minifters of the crown,
and to the deceptions impofed upon the public. They believe
Britons to be too generous to refufe that freedom to others know-
ingly, which they have themf{elves recovered by refiftance to the
minifters of the crown, in their attempts upon Britith liberty.
‘The road, therefore, is ftill open to national reconciliation between

Great-Britain and America.

I am,
W ith the greateft Refpeét and Confideration,
GENTLEMEN,
Your much obliged, and
faithful humble Servant,

D. HARTLEY.
Sodbury, Sept. 24, 1778.

To

The Right Worfhipful the Mayor and Corporation,
To the Worfkipful the Wardens, and
Corporation of the Trinity-Houfe, and to the
Worthy Burgeffes of
The Tonvn of KincsToN-Uron-HuLt.

LETTER
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G ENTLEMEN,

I THINK I may venture to fay, that I have demoniirated to

you the real objefts, in purfuit of which this fatal American
war has been undertaken, and fo inflexibly periifted in. As the
event of the war has proved unfuccefsful, the minifters find them-
{elves not only refponfible for a heavy account due to their
country, but doubly chagrined by the difappointment and defeat
of their own clandefiline views. Under this charge of refponfibi-
lity to their country, and of private chagrin in their own minds,
they are fecking about to exonerate themfelves of that refponfi-
bility, by imputing the fatal difgraces and deftruétion, which have
been the confequences of their own headltrong meafures, to the
oppofition of fome party in this country, whom they charge with
having fomented and encouraged the troubles in America, They
fee and confefs the delperate ftate into which they have plunged
their country, and, to thofe queftions to which that country now
calls loudly for an anfwer, viz. Who has torn America from us?
Who has wafted thirty or forty millions of our money? " Who
has deftroyed the lives of thoufands of our countrymen? Who
has expofed us defencelefs to our natural enemies ? &c.&c.; they
would tell you, that it is the MiNORITY in Parliament. Such
fuggeflions as thefe are thrown out, with no fmall induftry, by the
partizans of adminiftration, not I think with much effcét; becaule,
upon the leaft refleftion, the reafon afcribed muft be confidered as
inadequate ; and becaufe a degree of eflicacy 1s thus imputed to a
fmall Minority, which is contraditory to the aflertion itfelf.
But as I wifh to obviate the infinuations which arc implied in this
charge, I will meet it direétly, not as an invidious report, circula-
ted by miniflerial agents, but as an accufation which has been
brought in charge by the higheft authority ; 1 mean the royal au-

thority. The King’s pmclamla\flion, of the 23d of Auguft }77‘5'
aflerts
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aflerts direltly, That there 15 reafin to apprehend, that fuck rebel-

lron has been much promoted and encouraged by the traiterous cor-
refpondence, counfels, and comfort, of divers wicked and defperate
per fons wethen this realm.  ‘Thisisa heavy charge, not to be wan-
tonly thrown out, 1n order to excite diffentions, and a fufpicion
i every man of his neighbour. It 1s now three years fince this
very ferious and alarming charge has been made againft divers (as
pi: =ided) traiterous perfons. Not one perfon has been con-
vilted, or even tried, nor has any enquiry of notoriety been made;
therefore, I think, I am juftified to fay, that it was wantonly
thrown out, unlefs his Majefty’s minifters think 1t their duty to
fpread the leaven of difcord throughout every part of his dominions.

I will endeavour to fhew you, that thofe perfons, who have
uniformly oppofed the minifterial fyfiem of meafures 1n America,
have neither incited nor encouraged, nor have been inftrumen-
tal to the fuccels of, the American refiftance to any of the juit
claims of this country. 1 fhall take this queflion in one view,
from the period of the ftamp aét, and fhall confider all the oppo-
fers of the American meafures, both within the Houfe and out of
it, as one party and clafs of men, without any diftinétion of any
different points upon which they may feverally have laid the
principal foundation of their refpeflive oppofitions. With re-
fpeft to the general charge, that it i1s the party, called the Oppo-
fition, which has brought things to the prefent pafs, they are all
to be confidered in one body, intitled in the mimfterial ftyle, 42-
vers wicked and defperate perfons. ‘Thele wicked and defperate
perfons muft either, in the firft place, have originally fuggelted to
the Americans thofe dotrines and principles which have led them
to refiftance; or, fecondly, they muft have promoted and encou-
raged their refiftance by traiterous correfpondencies, counfels,
comlort, arms, ammunition, money, or intelligence; or, thirdly,
it mufl be owing to a finall Minority in parliament, and to a party
not very large of wicked and defperate perfons out of doors, that
every plan which has been conceived in the wildom of his Maje-
fty's minifiers, and concerted under their dire€tion for four years
together, has proved unfuccelsful, both by fea and land, throughout
every att and operation of the war.,

The firft point, of fuggelting to the Americans the original
principles



[ 71 ]

principles of refiftance, ftands thus: The firft {yllable that was
ever uttered in parliament, upon the fubjeét of American taxa-
tion, as denying the right to exift in this country, was in Janu-
ary 1766, by the Earl of Chatham, then Mr. Pitt.  If 1 can fhew,
two years before this, the univerfal denial in America of the right
of taxation thus claimed by parliament, I think the firft point will
be fully proved, viz. that the party called the Oppofition did not
{fuggeft to the Americans thofe doétrines and principles upon which
they have refifted parliamentary taxation. I fhall proceed the true
road of proof, viz. by authentic vouchers. The period now in view
is the year 1764, previous to the pafling of the ftamp att, ot which
notice had beengiven,that it would be propofed to parliament in the
enfuing feflions, viz.1n 1765. When this news arrived in America,
all the ferious and difcerning men there faw through the whole
of the queftion at the firft glance; and afferted, in the moft abfo-
lute terms, the rights of the colonies not to be taxed unreprefen-
ted. There were no mobs or tumultuous difturbances. The pro-
ceedings which I am going to ftate, were of the houfes of aflem-
bly of three of the moft principal colonies 1n America, viz. Mai-
fachufet’s-Bay, New-York, and Virginia, all in 1764. And firit

for Maffachufet’s-Bay.—

On the 13th of June 1764, they write thus to their agent, Mr,
Manduit: * No agent ot this province has power to make exprefs
“ conceflions in any cafe, without exprefs orders; and the filence
“ of the province fthould have been 1mp'ited to any caule, even to
‘“ defpair, rather than to be conftrued into a tacit ceflion of their
“ rights, or an acknowledgement of a right 1n the parliament of
« Great-Britain to impofe taxes upon a people who are not repre-
¢ fented in the Houle of Commons,” Again—* If the Colonifts
“ are to be taxed at pleafure, without any reprefentatives in parlia-
 ment, what will there be to diftinguifh them, in point of liberty,
“ from the fubjefts of the moit abfolute prince? If we are to be
“ taxed at p’leafure without our confent, will it be any confolation
“ to us that we are to be afleffed by an hundred inftead of one?
“ If we are not reprefented, we are flaves,” Again—* Equity
¢ and juftice require, that the power of laying prohibitions on the
“ dominions which are not reprefented in parliament, fhould be

¢ exercifed with great moderation. But this bad better be ex-
“ ercifed
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« ercifed with the greateft rigour, than the power of taxing;
“ for this laft is the grand barrier of Britifh liberty, which, ifonce

“ broken down, all is loft. In a word, a people may be free
“ and tolerably happy, without a particular branch of trade, but
“ without the privilege of aflefling their own taxes they can be
« peither. Inclofed you will have a brief account of the rights of
“ the colouies, drawn up by one of our members, {Mr. Otis) which
“ you are to make the beft ule o in your power, with the addition
“ of fuch arguments as your own good fenfe will fuggeft. The
¢« Houfe reft ailured, that nothing will be omitted that may have a
« tendency to fave the province trom impending rutn.”  Thus far

Maflachufet’s-Bay ; who, as early as June 1764, aflerted their
claiins againft unreprefented taxation in the moft abfolute terms,

and that the apprehenflion of being fo taxed threatened impend-
Ing ruin.

The aflembly of New-York 1s the next, who, in an addrefs to
Governor Colden, exprefls thefame fentiments. “ We hope your
“ honour will heartily join with us 1n an endeavour to {ecure that
‘“ great badge ot Englilh hberty, of being taxed only with our
““ own conlent, to which we conceive all his Majefty’s fubjeéls, at
“ home and abroad, are intitled.” They likewife fent three re-

prefentations and petitions to their agent, to be prefented to the
King, the Lords, and the Commons, which met with the fate of
all other American petitions. But what i1s moft remarkable of

all is, that this very colony of New-York, which has been always
thought to be the moft moderate, fo far as to be called, on this
fide the water, a very courtly and minifterial colony, full of
friends to governinent, was the very firft colony which came in a

houfe of affembly to fpread the alarm throughout the whole con-
tinent of America, by a circular letter, as early as the year 1764,
even before the pafling of the ftamp att, and merely upon the ap-
prehenfiom of fuch an aét taking place; fo zealous and determined
were they, from the very firft, to aflert and fupport their rights of
not being taxed in a Britith parliament. ¢ Ordered, That the
“ committce appointed to correfpond with the agent, be alfo a
‘ committee, during the recefs of the houfe, to write to, and cor-
 refpond with, the feveral affemblies on this continent, on the

¢ fubje€t matter of the Sugar- A&, &¢c. and allo on the fubje&t of

‘ impending
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* impending dangers which threaten the colonies, of being taxed
“ by laws to be paffed in Great-Britain.”

The colony of Virginia comes next. The counfel and burgefles
fent an addrels to the crown, a memorial to the Lords, and a re.
monfitrance to the Commons, protefting, in the ftrongeft terms,
againfl the claim of taxation in the Britifh parliament. To the
King—¢ That your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to proteé}
“ yaur people of this colony, 1in the enjoyment of the ineftimable
* right of being governed by fuch laws, relpeéting their internal
* policy and taxation, as are derived trom their own conlent,
¢ with the approbation of thewr Sovereign.” To the Lords—

“ Your memorialifts conceive it to be a fundamental principle of
“ the Britifh conflitution, without which Freedom can no where
““ exif}, that the people are not fubjeft to any taxes but {uch as are
“ Jaid on them by thejr own confent, or by thofe who are legally
“ appointed to reprefent them. Your memonalifts are, therefore,
“ led into an humbple confidence, that your Lordfhips will not
“ think any reafon fufhicient to fupport fuch a power in the Bri«
“ tith parliament, where the colonies cannot be reprelented ; a
“ power never before conftitutionally aflumed, and which, if they
““ have a right to exercife on any occafion, muft neceflarily efla-
¢t blifh this melancholy truth,—that the inhabitants of the colonies
“ are flaves to Britons, from whom they are defcended.” To the
Houfe of Commons—* They conceive i1t is eflential to Britifh
‘¢ liberty, that laws, impofing taxes on the people, ought not to
“ be made without the confent of reprefentatives chofen by them-
“ felves; who, at the fame time that they are acquainted with the
“ circumflances of their conflituents, fuftain a proportion ot the
“ burthen laid on them. And the remonftrants do not difcern by

* what diftinftion they can be deprived ol that facred birth-right,

“ and moft valuable inheritance, by their fellow-{ubjeéts, nor with
¢ what Proprmt} they can be taxed or affe€ted in their eftates, by
¢ the parliament, wherein they are not, and indeed cannot, con-
“ flitytionally be reprefented.” 'Thus far for the year 1764. All

befe refolutions and proceedings were afferted and taken in Ame-
N rica
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1ica near two years before any member of the Britifh parliament
uttered a fingle fyllable, denying the right of parltamentary taxa-
tion over America.

All this was before the pafling of the ftamp aél.

Immediately after the palling of the ftamp att, and ftill one year
before any oppofition to the right was made in parliament, the
whole continent of America wasin flames. Every aflembly on the
continent denied and oppofed parliamentary taxation, in the moft
violent and ablulute terms. There was a General Congrefs, in the
year 1765, (the firlt American Congrefs to refifl the claims of par-
liament) affembled at New-York, which took the fame grounds of
oppofition and refiftance. Thus you {ee no party in this country
fuggefted either the original principles to the Americans, or the
idea of a General Congrels; for it 1s this Congrefs, of the year
1765, which is the foundation of all Amecrican Congreffes. IfI
were to give you half the votes, refolutions, and proceedings of
this Congrefs, and of the feveral aflemblies in this year 1765, I
thould fill a large volume. Although thefe dates of the year 1765
were antecedent to any oppofition ot the Britifh right in parlia-

ment to tax America; yet the ground {eems to be {tronger, and
more decifive to my prelent argument, as taken from the pro-
ccedings of the preceding year 1764, upon the mere apprehenfion
of the fltamp aft. However, as I take this to be a material point to
bring to proof, I will jult quote to you a tew ot the principal votes
and refolutions of the year 1765, which was the year immediately
preceding the time 1n which ariy oppolition was mentioned in par-
liament to the right. I will confine mylelt to Virgimia, Pennfyl-
vania, and the General Congrefs aflemblcd at New-York.

“ Houfe of Burgefles, of Virginia, NIFY 29, 1765,

“ Refolved, That the taxation of the people by themfelves,
“ or by perfons chofen by themfelves, to reprelent thefn, who can
“ only know what taxes the people are able to bear, or the ea-
¢ fieft method of raifing themn, and muit themfelves be affe€led

‘“ by cvery tax laid upon the people, is the only fecurity againft
“ a burthen-



[ 75 ]

“ a burthenfome taxation, and the diftinguilhing charaéleriftic of
“ Britifh freedom, without which the antient confiitution cannot
“ exift.”

« Refolved, That his Majefty’s liege people of this his moit
““ antient and loyal Colony have, without interruption, enjoyed
“ the ineftimable right of being governed by fuch laws, refpeél-
“ ing their internal polity and taxation, as are derived from their

“ own confent, with the approbation of their Sovereign or his
‘ fubftitutes, and that the fame hath been conftantly recognized

* by the King and the people of Great-Britain.”

In the peaceable colony of Pennfylvania, they came to the fol-
Jowing unanimous Refolutions :—
‘“ In Aflembly, Sept. 21, 1765.
‘“ Refolved, nzm. con. That it is the intereft, birth-right, and

‘“ indubitable privilege of every Britifh {ubjeél, to be taxed only
‘ by his own confent, or that of his legal reprefentatives, in con-

“ junétion with his Majefty or his {ubftitutes.

‘“ Refolved, nem. con. That the only legal reprefentatives of the
‘ inhabitants of this province, are the perfons they annually elet
““ to ferve as members of aflembly.

“ Refolved, therefore, nem. con. That the taxation of the peo-
“ ple of this province by any other perlons whatfoever, than [uch
“ their reprefentatives in affembly, is unconftitutional, and fub-

“ verfive of their moft valuable rights.”

The lail arucles which I fhall produce upon this head, are two
refolutions, among many others, declaratory of the rights of the
colonies, by the General Congrefs of New-York, O¢t. 19, 17065.

“ That the only reprefentatives of the people of thefe colonies,
“ are perfons chofen therein by themfelves; and that no taxes
 ever have been, or can be, conftitutionally impofed on them but

“ by their refpettive legiflatures.
“ That all fupplies to the crown being free gifts of the people,

¢ it is unrealonable, and inconfiftent with the principles and fpirit
“ of
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“ of the BritiTh conflitution, for the people of Great-Britain to
s grant to his Majefty the property of the colonifts.”

I have dwelt the longer upon this point, that I may bring it up
to the fulleft proof polfitive, that the perfons who have oppofed the
ruinous and deftruftive meafures of adminiftration, in the profe-

cution of the American war, for many years together, have not
been the original exciters of the difturbances in America; for I
have obferved, that great pains have been taken to difperfe fuch
an opinion abroad. 'When times of public diftrefs come, and m-
nifters are called upon by their injured country to give an ac-
count of the conféquerices of their mifconduét, the violence of
party rage will feize any pretext whatloever, without the leaft
regard to truth or juftice; for which reafon I take this prefent
{ime, while things are tolerably cool, to lay before you the docu-
ments of demonftration; thatthe party, who have uniformly dp-
pofed this fatal Ameérican war, did not originally {uggeft to the
Americans the principles which have led tliém to réfiffance to this
country. Ifthe advice of that party of real friends to their ¢oun-
try had been followed, it would have been better for the honour,
peace, and profperity of this nation, though miniftérs may wifh
to have them confidered as wicked and defperate perfons.

Having faid thus much as to the faét, give me leave to fay one
word as to the juftice of the principles, independent of the quef-
tion, whether they oniginated in this country or 1n America; be-
caufe, if the principles are juft and conformable to the Britifh
conftitution, and to the rights of the colonies, I cannot fee that it
would have been criminal, if we had pleaded the caufe of the Ame-
ricans upon thele grounds, as being our then fellow-fubjefts. I
beg to explain for myfelf, that in the very beginning of thefe
troubles, the great caufe which influenced my condutt, was the
confideration of the injuftice of the foundations of the war on the

part of this country, Idid, and do {till, and ever fhall, tonceive
| 1
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it to be anjuft, and cotitrary to the principles of the Britilh cons
ftitution, to tax unrepréfented colories in a Britith patliament,
who are to fave thHe money 6f their conllituents and of them-
{elves, in proportion as they tax thofe who are unreprefented, and
this moreover without any conflideration of the then exifting mo-
nopoly of the American trade, which ftood in the place of taxa-
tion, and was a full equivalent. I {ay this, becaufe 1 would not
have my denial ot the faét attended ivith a long feries of proofs,

together with fome apparent tnduftry in the inveftigation, to im-
ply on my part an adiniflion of the criminality of the charge if it

had been true.

I now come to the fccond part of the queftion, viz. * Whether
“ ahy perfons have promoted and encouraged the a€tual refiftance
“ of America, by any traiterous correfpondencies, counfels, com-
“ fort, arms, ammunition, money, or intelligence ?”’ This is much
too ferious a charge for infinuation, uhlefs it can be proved, which
it certainly cannot be, becaule it is notorioufly not true. The very
charge would imply the higheft degree of culpablenefs in mini-
fters, if in a cale which parliamént has ftamped with the name of
rebellion, and knowing of any Juch things, they have hot brought
them to proof, or fufpeéting, have not made the moft {crutinizing
enquiry. But, perhaps, without charging the whole of this black
catalogue, a party in this country may have encouraged the Ame-
ricans ; to which I will very frankly fay, that I do venily believe
it, and admit it. The Américans, who laid their firft foundations
in thofe principles which 1 have jult enumerated, have known
very weﬁ, that there were many perfons in this country, who
thought thofe foundations to be juft, folid, and. confhitutional.
Then what encouragement did thefle perfons give to the Amert-
cans? They encouraged them to perfift by petitions, addreffes,
and remonflrances, to the King, the Lords, and the Commons, ta
ftate their grievances, and claims of rights, and to pray for redrels.

In purfuance of this encouragement, they did accordingly perfift
in petitions, memorials, and remonftrances, for many years, viz.

from the year 1764 to 1775. All their petitions were uniformly
| rejefied
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rejcfled unheard ; and when the Americans were attacked with a
great armament by {ea and land, they then refifted by arms. Then
which way did the encouragement which they received from their
friends in this country operate? It operated to make them em-
ploy their ttme 1n drawing peutions, ond waiting for a hearing,
inftead of providing themfelves with arms and ammunition, and
all the means of refiftance; and therefore, fo far from obftru¢ting
the exeruons of this country, has contributed very much to faci-
htate the operation of them. For inftance, 1n the year 1775,
when the new Secretary of State for the American department
came into office, and when all things put on a new appearance,
I cannot fay of vigorous meafures, becaufe there was ncither judg-
ment nor vigour in any of them, but at leaft of an inflexible dif-
pofition, to do nothing but by fire and fword ; could it be thought
of otherwile, than as an evident advantage to the operation of his
meafures, that the Americ2ns fhould be amufed with expefling a
propitious anfwer to their petition; and that, in the very next
breath to that which told them that they fhould receive no anfwer
to their petition, an army of 50,000 or 60,000 men fhould be rea-
dy to fall upon them. Thus far, therefore, the encouragement
given to America to per{ift in petitioning, and 1n every conftitu-
tional mode of application for redrels, was the fartheft in the
world from being criminal, and the beft calculated to have pro-
duced peace and re-unton. When the die was fatally decided
for implacable and unrelenting war, who then from this country
aided, abetted, comforted, or encouraged America? If any one
did, as I faid before, that fhould be proved. DBut the next ftep
on the part of the Americans was, the declaration of Indepen-
dence, which certainly was not encouraged from this fide of the
water. The very charge, as implying an infidious infinuation of
felf-interefled viewsof any party in this country to raife themfelves
(o power and umportance upon the fhoulders of America in this
conteft, Is contradictory to itfelf; for what party either did or
could think 1t for their perfonal intereft, that the Americans
fhould declare themfelves independent 7 None.  The declaration
ol independence defeated vvery poflible means of making an 1n-

flrument of Amecrica, to rife into power in this country. The
very
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very well-known fa& is, that there was no party in this country
to aid, abet, fuggeft, or cncourage the Independence ot America.
The very declaration itfelf is therefore proof ablolute, that they
had no conneftions in this country who co-operated with them,
For a conneétion of {uppofed, united mealures, calculated to de-
firoy all co-operation in their joint eflorts and effets, 15 a fyftem
of abfurdity which has becn brought much necarer to perfettion
by the minifters of the American war 1n their conduét of 1t, than
by the oppofers of the war in their oppofition to it, on either fide

of the water.

As to the third point, that all the minifterial plans and operati-
ons {hould be rendered uniformly unfuccefslul, becaufe there was a
very {fmall minority in parliament adverfe to them, itis tooridicu-
lous to deferve a ferious difcuflion. Could 1t be owing to that mino-
rity that General Howe was blockaded up in Bofton, and left five
months without hearing from his employers at hcme? Was it
owing to them, that the campaigns of 1776 and 1777 were not
opened till Augufl or September, and that the armaments did not
fail in the {pring from Englith ports till (if the war had been a
juft one) they fhould have beenlanded in America? Was it ow-
ing to them that no ethcient plan of co-operation was concerted
between the northern army and that under General Howe ? Was
it owing to them that the Toulon fleet was permitted to pafs un-
molefted through the Streights of Gibraltar? Was it owing to
them that the conciliatory bills were not brought 1nto parliament,
t1ll the treaty between France and America was figned and fealed ?
Is it owing to them that the remainder of the army in America
has neither been reinforced nor withdrawn, but is now left to be
befieged, to moulder away, and tolanguifh in vain for their native
fthores ? The very flating of thefe things 1s a fufficient con-
futation.

1 hope that I have fully vindicated that party of real and dil-
creet friends to their country; who, forefeeing the ruinous con-
fequences of the prelent meafures, have uniformly oppofed them,
but who have not either fomented the difturbances in America, or’

becn
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been in any the leafl degree ihe occafion of the misfortunes or dif-
graces which have fallen nponus. 'The charge is indeed in itfelf
fo abfurd, that it can only have becn fuggefled as an engine of
party to ruiflead the public. I bope that 1 have given a full an-

fwer to 1t.

If you would fee the true caufes of the prefent misfortunes and
difgraces of this country, you muft look for them in the madnefs
and impracticability of the undertaking of the American war, and
in the folly, ignorance, arrogance, and inability, of thofe who have
had the conduét of 1it. If you would, o the other hand, fee whas
it is which has made the Americans, from doubtiul and fmall be-
ginnings, become united and profperous; it has been the firm and
univer{al convi¢tion, that their caufe was founded in natural juf-
tice, and in conflitutional principles. They perlevered for many
years i every legal and conllitutional mode for obtaining redrefs
of grievances, by petiuons after petitions, but all in vain and re-
jetted. They were driven at length, in {clf-defence, to refiffance
by arms. They have conlidered the Aét of Rights as the founda-
tion of the Britifh coniistution, and an inberitance to which they
were intitled, and from which they would not depart. They found
allerted 1n that at, the right of peutioning the crown, and there-
fore, from thence they inferred their right to be heard. Their
petitions being rejeéted ynheard, and a force of an hundred thou-
fand men heing lent 1o reduce them to unconditional fubjeftion,
they look zgain mto the att of rights, and find, that the fubjett, be-
ing proteflant, js inttled to arms jn his defence. Thus driven,
ynhcard and upan{wercd, to defpair, who will call a reluétant but
compelled refillance uyjuflifiable? The contell 1s now over, and
the event of that refiflance 1sdecided ; there is no longer any call
for referve in exprefling inatters of opinion; therefore, Iam very
free to declare it as mine, that when petitions are rejefted with
difdain, and millions of fubjefts unheard are devoted to the fword,
the compaét of prote€lion is broken, and refiftance is juftified.

But even, indepaendent of all queftions of compatt of govern-

ment, and principles of the confiiution, the refiftance of Ameri-
ca,
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ca, in a war for taxation, ftands juftified upon an affurance of pub-

lic faith to the contrary, given to them, and broken. A Secretary
of State for the American department, (viz. Lord Hil{borough)
in the year 1769, did write a circular letter to every colony in his
Majefly’s name, affuring them, in the moft clear, diftinét, and un-
ambiguous terms, that his Majefly’s miniflers never had, nor ever
would entertain, the idea of taxation in America, for the purpofe

of raifingarevenue ; nay, farther to guard againit any diftruft, left
any change of men or times fhould affet the fecurity of this pro-
mife, Lord Bottetourt pledged the King’s perfonal honour upon
it; {peaking of the King in thefe words, “ Who, to my certain
* knowledge, rates his honour fo high, that he would rather part
*“ with his crown, than preferve it by deceit.” Who could have
poflibly believed, after fo folemn and authentic an affurance had
been given to three millions of {ubjeéfls, that that very identical
fyftem of minifllers, with the fame Chancellor of the Exchequer
upon the bench, in the fhort period of five or {ix years, fhould be
engaged with America in a relentlefs inexorable war, for the ex-
prefs purpofe of revenue, viz. in the year 1775, with Lord North’s
demand of an American revenue in one hand, and the {word in
the other. I will now give you the vouchers of this tranfaéior.
You will fee by them how indignant the miniftry were, with {o
heinous a charge as they confidered taxation in America, for the
purpofe of raifing a revenue at that time, to be, and which they
call a mifreprefentation of faftious and feditious perfons, who
are enemies to the peace and profperity of Great-Britain and her

Colonies. The circular letter 1s as follows :
“ May 13, 176g9.

“ I can take upon me to aflure you, notwithftanding infinuati-
‘“ ons to the contrary, from men with faétious and feditious views,
¢ that his Majefly’s prefent adminifiration have, at no tume, en-

* tertained a defign to lay any further taxes upon America, for the

* purpofe of raifing a revenue ; and that it is at prefent their in-

“ tention to propofe, the next {eflion of parliament, to take off
* the duties upon glafs, paper, and colours, upon confideration of

* fuch duties having been laid contrary to the true principles of
| O ‘ commerce.
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¢- commerce. Thefe have always been, and ftill are, the fenti-
““ ments of his Majefty’s prefent fervants, and by which thetr con-
“ Qu&t, in refpe€t to America, has been governed. And his Ma-
¢ jefty relies upor your prudence and fidelity (viz. addreffed to
““ eack Governor) for fuch an explanation of his meafures as may
“ tend to remove the prejudices which have been excited by the
« mifreprefentations of thofe who are enemtes to the peace and.
« profperity of Great-Britain and her colonies, and to eftablifh
¢ that mutual confidence and affeftion upon, which the glory and
“ fafety of the Britith empire depend.”

Lord Bottetourt’s {peech to the Affembly of Virginia ts as
tollows ;=

“ It may poflibly be objcfled, that as his Majefly’s prefent ad-
¢ miniftration are not immortal, their fucceflors may be inclined
““ to attempt to undo what the prefent minifters fhall have at-
‘“ tempted to perform; and to that objeftion I can give but this
* anfwer, That it is my firm opinion, that the plan which I have
“ flated to you will certainly take place, and that it will never be
“ departed from; and fo determined am 1 for ever to abide by
“ jt, that I will be conteut to be declared infamous, if I do not,
“ to the laft hour of my life, at all times, in all places, and upon
“ all occalions, exert every power with which I either am, or ever
“ {hall be legally invefted, in order to obtain and maintain, for the
“ continent of America, that fatistaétion which 1 have been au-
“ thorized to promile this day, by the confidential fervants of
¢ our Gracious Sovereign, who, to my certain knowledge, rates
“ his honour fo high, that he would rather part with his crown,
¢ than preferve it by deceit.”

Now hear the anfwer to this {peech from the Affembly of
Virginia, which was accepted by the King’s Governor, and tranf-
mitted home to his confidential minifters, and which, therefore,
does pofitively, under his Majefly’s authority, recogmze their
conftruétion of that promife, and the pledge of the King’s Royal
word to the performance of it, ;

“ We



v
[ 83 ]

¢ We will not fuffer our prefent hopes, arifing from the plea-

“ {ing profpe€t your Lordfhip has fo kindly opened and dif-
“ played to us, to be dalhed by the bitter refletion, that any
‘ future adminiftration will entertain a with to depart from that
“ plan, which affords the fureft and moft permanent foundation
““ of public tranquility and happinels. No, my Lord, we are
“ fure our moft gracious Sovereign, under whatever changes
“ may happen in his confidential fervants, will remain immutable
“ in the ways of truth and juftice, and that he is incapable of
“ deceiving his faithful fubjeéis: and we efteem your Lordfhip’s
¢ information not only as warranted, but even fanétified, by the

“ royal word.”

If this be not a folemn public renunciation of the right of taxa-
tion, there is no fenfe in words. The repeal, as mentioned in the
letter of the then American Secretaty, Lord Hil{borough, took
place accordingly in the next feflion, which was a parliamentary
fan€ltion in confirmation. All the articles of the tax att of 1767,
were repealed, except the tea duty, which was profefledly kept
only as a pepper-corn rent, for the point of honour. Yet 1t was
out of this pepper-corn rent, that, in five or fix years’ time, the
very {ame minifters, who had fo deeply pledged the royal ho-
nour and word, becaufe their own reign might not be immortal,
renewed their attack in arms for a general American revenue.
They applied every artifice, and exerted their utmoit means, to
inflame and to incite the parliament and the nation in the purfuit
of an American revenue. ‘They threw out and circulated the
moft inflammatory charges againft America on this head, viz.
That they never had contributed their fhare to the common caufe;
that, without compulfion, they never would; and, therefore,
that they muft be compelled by force of arms: and, in fine,
they fent an hundred thoufand men to reduce the whole conti-
nent of America to unreprefented taxation and unconditional
fubmiffion. 'Now let any man, of any nation in the world, lay
his hand upon his heart, and declare whether, if thefe things had
happened in his own country, he fhould, or fhould not have
thought fuch caufe of refiftance to be juftifiable apnd juftified.

Qg Till
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Till men come to renounce all the bonds of fociety, and all the
rights of mankind, I am confident that there will not be foiind one
" man who will not fay, * If fuch had been my own cafe, I would
““ have refifted.” I fpeak thus explicitly out to you, becaufe, I
do affure you, that it has been upon my firm conviétion of the
injuftice of the war, and of the breach of the public faith in the
attack, that I have moft {crupuloufly and con{cientioully oppofed
it, and ever will. Let what authority foever be proftituted in a
proclamation to declare fuch fentiments-to be the fentiments of
wicked and defperate perfons, 1 will never give my confent to
put a fellow-creature to the fword unheard. I fay this only for
myfelf, not meaning the leaft refle€tion upon very many mofit
worthy and confcientious perfons, who have taken a different
part, and that very zealoufly too. I only conclude, that if their
{entiments had been as mine are, they would have atted as I

have done.

In matters of national concern, it is not merely fufficient that
individuals fhould remain contented with the private confci-
oufnefs of their own individual integrity, (which, however, 1s
the foundation of national integrity) it fhould not remain there ;
it 1s fit that the real motives, as juflified in faéts, which atuate
parties and great bodies of men, fhould be expofed to the public,
becaufe it 1s through the intervention of thefe great bodies of men
as parties, that all public operations are carried on. 1t 1s fit that
fuch things thould be enquired into and difcuffed, efpecially
when charges of faftion, fedition, and even treafon, are very
generally and unwarrantably thrown out by minifterial authority,
and very intelligibly pointed. The fenfe and import of thefe
terms, 1n the language of minifters, is now explained. In the
year 1769, the meaning of the terms fafious, feditious, and ene-
mues Lo the peace and profperity of Great-Britain and her Colontes,
were perfons who were accufed of throwing out falfe infinuations,
that the minifters of Great-Britain could ever be fo unjuft as to
entertain a thought of taxing the colonies for a revenue. In the
year 1775, and {o on, the terms wicked and defperate perfons

itkin this realm, are ufed to denote thofe only who could en-
tertain
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tertain or exprefs any doubt of the juftice, propriety, and neceflity
of Great-Britain enforcing taxation in the colonies. I dwell
upon thefe articles, becaufe they were not curfory, or cafual, or
from mean authority, but in a royal proclamation, circulated
throughout Great-Britain, and in a Secretary of State’s letter
under the royal authority, circulated throughout the colonies;
proftituting the authority of public afls and inftruments, to
throw out promiicuoully the charges of faétion, fedition, and
treafon, againft any perlons who prefume to differ in opinion
from minifters, even when they differ from themfeclves. When
that important day comes, in which minifters muft render to
their country an account of their deeds, it would be well for
them if their account might ftand as fair and as clear as that of the
oppofers of this fatal war; who have no retrofpeflive account to
an{wer for, having already rendered, from day to day, and from
hour to hour, an account of their motives, words, and deeds, be-

fore the public tribunal,

As I am unwilling to leave any minifterial {ubterfuge un-
{earched, there is one point more which I with to difcufs. It
1s {aid, that the repeal ot the ftamp aét is the ground of all our
misfortunes; that it gave fuch encouragement to America, as, in
its effett, to defeat every operation of the prefent war. This

fhould, in the firft place, be proved; and, when proved, my
reply would be, that a wife and confiderate minifter fhould have

weighed this in time; that if true, 1t is one additional argument
of folly in undertaking the prefent war. If the minifter, in the
year 1775, inftead of infligating and provoking war, had ftood
up in parliament, and faid, that “ It1s by no means fit that the
* Americans thould throw our tea overboard ; on the contrary,
* thatit 1s very juft and fit that they fhould be taxed by parliament,
* and that fuch a meafure fhould be enforced by compulfion, but
‘ that the thing was become impoflible; that the repeal of the
¢ ftamp att had given them fuch {pirits, and fo much erfcourage-
“ ment, that although five hundred men with whips might have
‘ driven all North-America before them at the time of the repeal,

“ yet that an hundred thoufand men, with all the artillery of
“ Great-
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¢ Great-Britain, at an expence of thirty or forty millions, could not
*“ enforce fuccefs now,”—it would have been a good argument
againft perfifting in the war ; and fo cogent is the influence of
every argument coming in parliament from the minifter, that 1
do believe it would have had the effcét of putting a ftop to the
war, which would have becen a bleffed effett for this country,
from whatever caufe it might bave arifen. The minifter might
likewife have {uperadded, upon this chapter of repeals, that he
had himf{elt propofed the repeal of the year 1770, attended with
a moft folemn aflurance, never again to feek an American reve-
nue through taxation, which made the cafe ten times more def-
perate. 'This part of the argument was forgot, wliich I now fug-
geft to you, only to thew you, with what an ill grace any objec-
tion to the repeal of the flamp aét comes, from thofe who forget
their own deeds; who not only had approved, ftrengthened, and
fupported the firft repeal by a fecond, but who had fuperadded an
exprels renunciation of the right of taxation for the future. But
when people are in a rage with themfelves for their own mad-
nefs, follies, and difappointments, they fnatch up any argument
which comes to hand, and has an edge with 1t, although it fthould
prove an inftrument to cut their own throats ; for if the repeal
of the ftamp aft was 1n reality fuch an encouragement to refift.
ance as contended for, the repeal of the year 1770 was not only
an encouragement upon the fame principles to refift, but the fo-
lemn renunciation of the right, for the future, fully juftified that
refiftance. This I fpeak ad verecundiam, to the modefty of the
party from whom the objettion to the repeal of the flamp a6t

proceeds.

But to the queftion 1felf, viz, * Whether the ﬁarg_p att could
‘“ have been enforced, if it had not been repealed in 1766.” I
think the events which have happened in the laft three or four
years, atnount almoft to proof pofitive, that it could not have
been enforced then, I am fure that thefe events do, at this time,
fet the wifdom and prudence of the minifters of that repeal in
the higheft pomnt of view and approbation. I have thewn you

already, that the doétrines and principles upon which the Ameri-
can
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can refiftance has been founded, were not fuggefted to them from
this fide of the water. Thele were univerfally adopted through-
out America near two years before the repeal of the flamp aét.
So far then the repeal had no fhare in laying the foundation of
refiftance. The queftion of power to enforce, as referred to the
period of 1766, can be now but problematical, as the time for the
trial is paft, in which, however, the probabilities are extremely
againft it, and growing more fo every day, from the fatal convic-
tion of atual and bitter experience. Bring this queftion to the
teft; thus: An hundred thoufand men have failed in an attempt to
reduce America by force of arms in the years 1776 and 1777
therefore,—what ? five hundred men with whips, or two regi-
ments, would have completed that conqueft in the years 1766
and 1767. Such an inference, to fay the leaft of it, is very in-
confequential. There 1s no appearance of probability in 1t, efpe-
cially confidering, that the two periods are fo near together, viz.
only eight years apart. Had the conteft been brought on fifty
years ago, that would have made a moft material difference.
But there was no notorious difference in the p*oportlonate
ftrengths of the two parties at the two periods of 1766 and 1774.

From what circumftances then can the conclufion be warranted,

that a projeft totally and experimentally impraéticable in 1774,
and fo on, fhould have been very facile in 1766 ¢ The game
would probably have been played then, as it has been now; for
the confident advocates of coercion were certainly as ignorant

then as they h_ave been {ince.

The firlt year, therefore, two or three regiments would have
been fent; the next year four or five thoufand men, and {o on;
always defpifing the military power of America, and always
feolithly confident, that the next and the next campaign would be
fuccefsful or decifive. The mole-hill would have grown into a
mountain, and we fhould have been wafting our men and our mil-
lions, till fome foreign powers would have interfered. America
all this while would have been led forward into the knowledge

and praflice of arms, till they had learned to feel, and to be con-
fident
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fident in their own internal flrength and exertions; which would
have brought the termination of the conteft to the fame refule
then as now. The minifter who prefided at the period of the
repeal of the ftamp a€t, having his ear always open to found in-
formation, and to wife counfel, faw at once the immenfity of the
undertaking, (over and above the juflice and preferable policy of
conceflion) and that in a war of attack upon a country, at a dil-
tance of 3,000 miles, conqueft could be hardly acquired, and
would certainly not be maintainable by force of arms. He faw
all the horrors of a civil war before him, the deftru¢tion of thou-
fands of the lives of his fellow-fubjeéts, the wafte of millions of
their money, the lofs of the navigation, commerce, and affe€tions
of Amirica., He forefaw, from the nature ot all wars between
the divided parts of any empire, that whether America fhould be
driven to the very point of furrendering at difcrction, or fhould
be fuccefiful, in either cafe foreign powers would interfere. He
forefaw all thefe things, and took meafures of wifdom accordingly,
He led his country to fafety, not to ruin, Have thole perfons
who would not fec thefe things, led their country to an happier
end? It is they who have afforded the fatal proof, that the rio-
ble Lord who prefided at the repeal of the fltamp a&, had formed
a true eftimate of things. I do not fay, that the failure of the
minifterial meafures of war, at the prefent period, is proof'poﬁ-
tive, that any attempt to have enforced the ftamp aét in the year

1766, muft have failed, but I think it comes very near to it.

Conlider who thofe perfons are, who are now fo confident that
the ftamp aft could have been enforced 1in 176¢. They are the
very {ame perfons who, four years ago, undertook the enforce-

ment of the coercive afls of the year 1774, upon a three-fhilling
land-tax, and upon the lowelt pcace efltablifhment both for the

army and navy; and, in the year 1778, when every plan, every
promife, and every prediélion, has failed, they come to parlia-
ment, advifing us to tread back all our fleps, and to reverfe all
our meafures; and having in the interim thrown away thirty or

forty thoufund men, and thirty or forty millions of money, and
thirteen
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thixtosn provinces, they tell us very gravely, * We were a liitle
‘t mih;kcn in our calculations; the force which has been ems
‘ ployed on the part of shis country has been very great, but the
“. yofiftance has been much greater than we expefted.” \Vhatever
therefore may be the probabilities or improbabilities attending
this quofdion 1n imfed, which is now but a fpeculative problem,
no arguments, at lealt on the fide of power to enforce the flamp
aét in the year 1766, acquire any additional force by coming
through the medium of perfons who have been fo grofsly igno-
rant and erroneous in every conception or expeftation which
they have formed, and thrown out, relative to the conduét or
events of the prefent war, into which their headftrong mealures

have plunged their country.

I fhall not purfye this queftion any farther, becaufe it cannot
be hrought to polfitive decifion. But I will come to a fort of
compromife ypon it; and I will fuppofe, that the force which has
fajled of fuccefs in the prefent war, would have fucceeded in
cflablithing the flamp aét in the year 1766 ; and this is, I think,
a full and adequate conceffion of the utmoft probability, that the
queftion fands intitled to, on that fide of the argument; for we
are yet a great way- from knowing what force of men and money
would have heen fufficient in the prefent war to have made a
conqueft of America, and fill farther from having the leaft com.
prehenfion of the enormous eftablilhments and expence which
would have heen neceffary for retaining it in fubjeflion, if it
could have been conquered. If I could be juftified in abating
ftill more of the argument, I would moft readily confent to 1t
that the true wifdom of the repeal of the ftamp aét (even allowing
the poffibility of carrying it thraugh by force) might be weighed
and juftified to the niceft fcruple. Taking then the queftion
up on the footing of the compromife which I offer, I will con-
cede, that the ftamp aét might have heen enforced at the expence
of thirty or forty millions of money, and with the Jofs of thirty

or forty thoufand of our fellow-fubjeéts. Is there any man living
4 whe
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who will fay, that he would have taken the flamp a& upon.thss.
bargain, knowing this to have been the leaft coft in men and-
money by which it might have been obtained? I am fure there-
can be no fuch perfon; and leaft of all can thofe perfons think, -
that they ought ferioufly and fedately to have confented to the:
terms of the bérgain as I have ftated it, who were circumvented :
into the adoption of this war in the firfl feflion of this parliament,
by the lure of a three-fhilling land-tax, and by the eftimates which .
were then brought into parliament upon the loweft peace efta-

blithment, both- for the army and the navy. Thofe votes ftand

rccorded in parliament, as the fanétions of that argument which .
I am now meafuring out, as the price which parliament bid for ,
a revenue from America at their difpofition, as they then appre-.
hended that it was to have been.  This bargain, fo meafured out,

1s far enough from that which, by minifterial {light of hand, has

heen fubftituted in its place, viz. a farewel to a three-fhilling land- -
tax, by an everlafting mortgage of four fhillings in the pound:
for ever; an expenditure of thirty or forty millions of money -
in vain; adcfalcation of 25 per cent. upon all proprietors in the °
public funds; the lofs of thirty or forty thoufand men ; together
with double this force by fea and land, and a hundred fhips of:
war befides, cut off from the national firength of this country,

either for offence or defence againft our antient and natural ene-
mics. At this price, the minifter of the repeal, in the year 1766,
would not have purchafed the enforcement of the ftamp aft,
even if it had been in his power. But the prefent minifters -
have loaded their country with all thefe evils, and all others:
which fhall come farther in confequence, without even any na-.
tional objet in view to plead, but merely in the purfuit of an"
influential dominion, to be exercifed at the pleafure of the crown, .
through the means of an independent American revenue, at the :
difpofition of the crown, by fign manual, uncontrouled, and nat -

accountable for to parliament,

[

,Thefc'ar-p the claims which they have to the publie favour ant:lbi;r
¢onfidence. On the other hand, the minifters of the repeal, like

good
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good and faithful fervants to their country, may hold up their
heads and fay, “ We did not deceive you to your deftruétion,
“ We did not exhauft your treafures. We did not wafte the
“ blood of our countrymen in vain. We did not deliver you,
“ weak and defencelefs, into the hands of your enemies.”

1 am,
Withthe greateft Refpeét and Confideration,
GENTLEME N,
Your much obliged, and
faithful humble Servant,

D. HARTLEY.

Sodbury, Oél. 11, 1778.-

To
The Right Worfhipful the Mayor and Corporation,
To the Worfhipful the Wardens, and
Corporation of the Trinity-Houfe, and to the
Worthy Burgeffes of
The Town of KincstTon-vron-HuLL.

LETTER
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GENTLEMEN,

IN the foregoing letters I have kept three lecading points in

view. In the firft place, I have endeavoured to give you a
fummary account of the proceedings in parliament during four
feflions, as far as they relate to the many temperate and con-
ftitutional propofitions which have been made for the refto-
ration of peace between Great-Britain and America, by the oppo-
{fers of the American war on the one fide, and, as far as they de-
monftrate on the other fide, the inflexible obftinacy of adminiftra.
tion in driving on that war, at all rifques, and to all extremities;
and likewife as far as this retrofpeétive view tends to explain all
the artful deceptions and mifreprefentations, by which minifters
have over-reached parliament and their country, under falfe pre-
tences, into the adoption and fupport of the war. In the fecond
place, I have endeavoured to prove to you the real motives upon
which the minifters of the crown have undertaken this war; viz,
that they have had no national objett in view, whatever they
may have pretended, but that the real purpofe, which has atuated
their meafures, has been to eftablith an influential dominion iy the
crown, through the means of an independent American revenue,

at the difpofition of a royal fign manual, uncontrouled by parha-
ment. In the third place, I have endeavoured to vindicate the

charater and condut of a large party of perfons of the firft dif-
tinftion and importance in this country, on the fubjet of fome
groundlefs charges,and infidious infinuations, which have been very
unjuftly thrown out againft them. If I have not, in fome degree,
fucceeded in thefe points, I fhall have thrown away much labour,

and fhall have given you the trouble of reading fome long letters
to very little purpofe. If 1 have made any impreffion by thele
preliminaries, I fhould then begin to flatter myfelf, that out of
them, fome road may yet be attempted, towards a national recon-

Q

ciliation
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ciliation between Great-Britain and America; for itis this great
point of a national reconciliation, which I ever have, and ever
fhall ftrive for, as the only fundamental rechy to the prefent
evils, I am confident, that this 1s ftill praéticable upon grounds
of reafon, honour, and jultice.

Having, as I think, brought to demonftration the real motives
which have aftuated the adminiftration in this American war, I
fhall henceforward aflume thofe proofs as grounds of argument
to proceed upon. The application of them 1s very fhort and di-
re€t. His Majefty's minifters have devifed, advifed, and purfued
the meafures of the American war, with the view, and to the
intent, of eftablifhing an independent dominion and revenue for
the crown in America, uncontrouled by parliament. The ac-
complifhment of thefe objeéts, if they could have been thus ac-
complithed, would have been equally deftruftive to the liberty
and conftitution of Great-Britain, as to the liberty and conftitu-
tion of Amernica, Therefore, thofe minifters, from whom fuch
meafures have proceeded, are the common enemies of both coun-
tries. 'The direftion of the blow was aimed through the fides of
America, to the heart of the Britifh conflitution, and to the deep-
eft roots of our domelflic fafety. The pretext of a national and
parliamentary revenue from America, was infidioufly put on as
the mafk to conccal the real objeét, the {ign manual. This pre-
text was held out to the nation as the grand objeét of the war, and
was artfully urged upon their reprefentatives in parliament, to
urge them into the adoption of the war, by the temptation of be-
neficial views for their conftituents, America faw through all
this minifterial juggle; America advertifed you of it. Hear the
words of Americain the year 1774, to their Britifh brethren and
friends: * Adnit that the miniftry fhould be able to carry the
“ point of taxation, and reduce us to a perfeét {tate of humiliation
““ and flavery. Such an enterprize would doubtlefs make fome
“ addition to your national debt, which already prefles down
‘“ your hiberties, and falls you with penfioners and placemen.——

“ Remember the taxes from America; the wealth, and we may
“ add, the men, and particularly the Roman Catholics, of this vaft

“ continent, will then be in the power of your enemies ; nor will

“ you have any reafon to expeét, that, after making flaves of us,
* many
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* many among us fhould refufe toaflift in reducing you to the fame
“ abje& ftate.—Do not treat this as chimerical.—Know, thatin lefs
“ than half a century, the quit-rents, referved-to the crown, from
“ the numberlefs grants of this vaft continent, will pour large
“ fireams of wealth into the royal coffers; and if to this be added
“ the power of taxing America at pleafure, the crown will be
“ rendered independent on you for fupplies, and will poflefs more
“ treafures than may be neceffary to purchafe the remains of li-
“ berty. in your ifland.—In a word, take care that you do nat fall
“ into the pit that is preparing for us.” Thele are the friendly
cautions of America to Great-Britain, in the very outlet of this
fatal war. Can you wonder then, that an infidious miniftry thould
inceflantly labour to excite anger and mifunderflandings betwecn
Great-Britain and America, and to intercept all mutual commu-
nication of fentiments and common [ufpicions, which might lay
opentheir fecret defigns againft both parties? Can you wonder,
that they thould be fo ftudiousto ftifle all addrefles, remonftrances,
and arguments, from America, which might unfold tales of jea-
Jouly to Britith ears; or that they fhould ftrive to divert, by the
din of arms, the national attention from taking thofle warnings
which might give the alarm athome. The interefts of Great-Dri-
tain and America have been but one common intereft, and the 1n-
fidious attempts of the miniftry have been equally hoftile to both
parties. The caufe of America is the caufe of the Britifh nation.
The fecurity of America is our fecurity. America has been the
true friend of Great-Britain; Americais the true friend of Britain,
and will ever remain fo, if we will be friends to ourfelves and to
our own true and permanent interefts. Every attempt of the
miniftry and of their partizans, to excite and foment difguft and
refentment between Great-Britain and America, thould be the
ground of a jealous caution not to fall into fuch a fnare. The cha-
ralter of a mifchief-maker is always a juftifiable fubjeét of {ufpicion.

My reafon for believing that the road is flill open to reconci-
liation between the two countries is this, becaufe the miniftry,
with all their arts, have not yet been able to alienate the hearts
and affeftions of the two parties from each other. For where
there has been a deep original foundation of affettion, and where

there &ill remains a common intereft, and a miniftry their coms
Q s mon
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tmm enemy, there 1s an mﬂm&we fympathy, Wthh will fufi:tend
the fatal and final alienation. In every word, and every declara~
tion, which has come from America, the line of diftinftion is
marked between the people of Great-Britain and the miniftry.
The war is fliled the minifterial war, as in truth it 1s, and always
has been ; the troops are fliled the minifterial troops; the hofti-
lity is between America and the Britifh miniftry. The national

entiment of this country towards America, is likewife ftill en-
tangled in the bonds of antient affe€tion. Though great pains
have been taken to excite difguft and animofities, yet the national
mind is tardy and unfulceptible of refentment towards their antient
friends, and thofe of their own confanguinity. The remem-
brance of former frlendﬂupa is not yet obliterated from our
minds, and I hope it never will be. We have not yet forgot
the wounds which they received fighting on our fide, for the ex-
tenfion of the Britifh empire, in the late glorious war. Prior to
that @era, and before the new-fangled fyftem of adminiftering the
government of colontes by a royal fign manual, we were content
with drawing from them the wealth produced by their com-
merce ; we reftrained their trade in every way that could con-
duce to our emolument. We exercifed an unbounded fove.-
reignty over the fea. 'We named the ports and nationsto which
alone their merchandize fhould be carried, and with whom alone
thﬁy fhould trade; and though fome of thefe reftri€tions were
grievous, they neverthelefs did not complain; they looked up to
us as the parent flate, to which they were bound by the firongeft
ties, and were happy in being inftrumental to our profperity and
grandeur. 'What benefits, or what proteétion, were they not in-
titled to in return ; or what benefits and proteétion, did they or
could they receive, to which thefe were not ample and grateful
retributions?  Did they not, in the laft war, add all the ftrength
of that vaft continent to the force which expelled the common
enemy? Did they not leave their native fhores, and meet dif-
eafe and death, to promote the fuccefs of Britith arms in foreign
climates? Did we not return them the acknowledgement of
parliament for their aftive zeal and firenuous efforts, and even
reunburfe them large fums of money, which, according to our own

eftimates, they had advanced beyond their proportion, and far
beyond
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beyond their abilities? Upon what arguments then can the falfe
charges of ingratitude on the part of America to Great-Britain,
which 'have been fuggefted by an ill-defigning miniftry, confift
with fuch: public parliamentary teftimonials to the contrary ? The
innovations of taxing unreprefented colonies, for the purpofe of
revenue in a Britifh parliament, and of the warrants by fign ma-
nual, were brought forth by Britifh minifters. All that America
~ defired was, to remain upon the terms exifting between the two
countries in the year 176g; all that they petitioned for in the
beginning of this war was, that they might be permitted to return
to the condition of that happy period. If thefe petitions had
been complied with, America had ftill been our’s.
When all thefe tranfations fhall come hereafter to be revifed
‘1n fome cooler hour, I am confident, that there will not be found
a man with a Britith heart who will not fay, that, in the fame cir-
cumftances, he would not have afted as the Americans have done.
‘The fundamental rule of diftributive juftice throughout life is, not
to do to others that which we would not have done to ourfelves.
Following this rule, apply a cafe by fuppofition to any Britith
town or port, fimilar to the cafe of America. It every fhip be-
longing to the port of Hull, trading to the Baluc, were obliged
by law to offer their cargoes at the London market, both in going
out and returning, would they not think themielves intitled to
fome immunities from the other common burthens of the flate ?
Suppofe then, that fuch a monopoly of trade had been for many
years accepted, and acquiefced in by the refpeétive parties, as equi-
valent to the ordinary proportion of contributory fupply ; if then,
upon a fudden innovation, a Parliament of Londoners were tofay,
* Tax the port of Full, not in common with ourfelves and our con-
« fituents, but fingly and {eparately by them {elves, for our relief;”
what would you fay to this? Now hear the words of America
upon this aftual cafe, in a memorial to Great-Britain, in the year
1776, Which was unheard and unnoticed ; and then decide: It
« js alledged, that we contribute nothing to the common defence.
“ To this we anfwer, that the advantages which Great-Britain
« receives from a monopoly of our trade, far exceeds our propor-
“ tion of the expence neceffary for that purpofe. But fhould

o thefe advantages be inadequate thereto, let the reftriflions on
R “ the
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* the trade be removed, and we will chearfully contribute fuch
‘ proportion when conftitutionally required.” What caufe of
offence was there in thele words, that they fhould not be received,
hcard, and canvalfled? Do they contain any violation of the
principles of national juftice, generofity, or gratitude? Certainly
not. Then why were they not received and heard? Plainly for
this reafon, that any oftenfible parliamentary contributions from
America, to the common nauonal {fupply, would not have been
difpofable, by a furreptitious fign manual, to the fecret fervices of
minifterial influence. This field of canvafling the merits of the
American queftion generally would be boundlefs; therefore I
fhall not purfue 1t, that I may not over-charge or embarrafs the
main objett which I have in the view of my prefent arguments.
My objeét 1s, to feek out for fome foundation of national recon-
cilement between Great-Britain and America, by palliating ani-
molities, and by obviating the charges of injuftice and ingratitude,
which an invidious adminiftration have laboured to eftablith
againft America, in defpite of truth and recorded faéls.

The conduét of America has been grievoufly mifreprefented.
Their accuflers are an Adminiliration, the tenor of whofe conduét
has been found to be no better than one uninterrupted {yftem of
fimulation and deceit, and whofe obvious purpofe it 15, to prevent
a national reconciliation, which might in its confequences bring
to light the fecret and unknowan deeds of darknefs. The {uf-
picions juflly attached to the charaéters and conduét of fuch ac-
cufers, onght to weigh in the balance of favour towards the party
accufed, more eipeciully when the accufers have fecret and inte-
refted views of their own, and when they are well known to
have fupprefled all evidence and intercourle of communication,
which might have elucidated the truth. Add to all this, that the
{yftem of miniftenal influence 1n that parliament, where America
has had no reprefentatives, but every motive of intereft adverfe
to them, is acknowledged to be abfolutcin its effeét, and irrefifti-
ble. The accufers, being interefted parties themfelves, have
ufurped the place of judges in their own caufe, and have con-

demned America to fire and fword, unheard.
Thefe arcirrelragable truths, and will, fooner or later, find their

way to the generous hearts and judgments of the Britifh nation,
who
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who have hitherto been deceived ; America knows that they-
have been deceived. They have f{een the ferpent inftilling poi-
fon into the ears of their unfufpefting fricnds and brethren, for
fecret purpofes. I firmly believe, that their hearts are fhll open
to a national reconciliation. They do not impute their injuries
to the people of England, but to the common enemy, who has
entertained fecret defigns equally hoftile to both parties.—Re-
member the {ign manual.—Well might that great man, the Earl
of Chatham, who had penetration and forefight to dive into the
deepefl recefles of minifterial fubtlety, fay on this fubjeét, thir-
teen years ago, ‘I rejoice that America has refifted. Three
 millions of people, fo dead to all the feelings of liberty, as vo-
‘ luntarily to fubmit to be {flaves, would have been fit inflruments
¢ to make flaves of the reft.” 'Who does not now rejoice, as one
gain at leafl amongft all our lofles, that miniiters have been baffled
in their fecret defigns of eftablifhing in America an unlimited
dominion and revenue to the crown, independent of parhament?

Thinking, as I have always thought, that the foundation and
profecution of this war againft America has been unjuft; and
being confident in the integrity and generofity of my country,
that they would not have given the leaft national countenance to
unjuft meafures, believing them to be unjuft; I have taken fome
pains to lay open thofe infidious arts, and the motives of them,
which minifters have praftifed, for the purpofes of deception,
that I may contribute my feeble effort to vindicate my country
at large from fo grievous a charge, as that of fupporting an unjuft
caufe, knowing it to be unjuft. I do it likewife with another
view, more immediately féading towards fome future, and, I hope,
not diftant national reconciliation with America; for as long as
America remains convinced, that all her injuries and perfecutions
are owing to a miniftry, poflefling an uncontroulable influence
over parliament, and not to the body of the Brinfh nation at
large, fo long will the door be open to national reconciliation.
America, under all her fufferings, has adhered to the firm belief
of thefe truths ; neither have they, in the utmoft bitternefs of
their woes, accufed their Britifh friends of having been acceffary
or confenting, butin as much as they have been deceived and

mifled, or over-ruled by the moft cogent and uncontrouled mini=
R a ftertal
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fterial influence in parliament. This temperate forbearance of
national reproaches, under fuch fevere trials, will not fail foon to
meet with a juft retribution, and recompence of a reciprocal na-
tional affeftion. The people of England have already begun
more than to fufpeét the concealments and deceptions which have
been pratifed. Juftice will at length prevail, and, I hope, that
Great-Britain and America will reap the triumph over the com-

mon enemy, in a mutual national reconcilement, |

If there be any fenfe of juftice left amongft men, what fhall
be faid of an adminiftration who have inflexibly perfifted in this
American war, to the deftru@ion of fo many thoufands of lives,
and to fuch univerfal mifery and devaftation, knowing and being
convinced in their minds and judgment a]l the while, that every
real and pretended objeét of their purfuit, was le/f beneficial to
their own country, and lefs fafe to all partres, than thofe offers
ffom America which might have been fecured to this country
without fhedding one drop of blaod, but which they refufed, in-
{ulted, and rejetted with contempt. When I bring this charge,
to the 1internal conviftion of their own minds, againft the aéls
which they recommended and enforced to parliament, I do not
mean to fhelter myfelf under the conflruélion, that the arguments
on our lide of the queftion were fo cogent, that men of political
experience, and verfed as they were in.all the niceft intricacies
of the difpute, and in all the true ftate of fafls, could not with-
hold their convition. I mean to adducé proof pofitive, public,
avowed, and proclaimed under their own authority.

The foundation of the prefent American war, as laid in the year
177 4, refts Ipecifically upon the refufal of adminiftration (and, thyo’
their means, of parliament) to comply with the terms of the fourth
relolution of the Congrefs affembled at Philadelphia in September
1774. The claims which they affert in that refolution as their
rights, and the offers which they made to this country as a ground
for peace, are contained in the following words: They fay,
“ That they are intitled to a free and exclufive power of legilla-
“ tion in their feveral provincial legiflatures, where their right of
“ reprefentation can alone be preferved in all cafes of taxation
“ and internal policy, fubjeét only to the negative of their fovereign
“ in fuch a manner as has beon heretofore ufed and accuftomed.

But
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* But from the neceffity of the cafe, and a regard to the mutuaj
“ interefts of both countries, we chearfully confent to the operg-
 teon of fuck Britifh alls of parliament as are boni fidé reftrained
“ to the regulation of our external commerce, for the purpofe of
*¢ fecuring the commercial advantages of the whole empire to the
“ mother.country, and the commercial benefits of its refpetive
‘“ members, excluding every idea of taxation, internal or external,
* for raifing a reyenue on the fubje€tsin America without their con-
“ fent.” This refolution is a breviate of all the oftenfible grounds
and pretences for the war, viz. the controul of the provincial
legiflatures,—parliamentary taxation,—and the reftriétions upon
trade. 1 appeal to the memory of every member in parliament,
and of every perfon who attended our debates, whether this re-
folution was not invidioufly commented upon, and twifled about
by minifters, to every poflible confirution of jealoufy and of-
fence ;—the claim of free provincial legiflation was inadmiffible
as a claim of independence, and as deftruttive of the fundamen-
tals of the Britifh conftitution ;—the univerfal exercife of the
right of parhamentary taxation was the very heart-firing of the
whole empire ;—and the chearful cenfent to the operation .of
Britsfh alls of parliament was a language of infolence, on the
part of f{ubjefls, intolerable to a Britifh legiflature.—Thefe were
the arguments ufed. The fupreme domination and omnipotence
of parliament (for that was the word) were to be maintained un-
impaired and unimpeached at al events; and the ckear/ul confent
of fubjefts under this omnipotent legiflature was treated with the
moft. ineffable contempt; but notindeed with more contempt
than. minifters were at that moment treating that very parliament,
which was their moft credulous and moft obedient organ of om-
nipotence.. For you are not to fuppofe that minifters, that wife
and deep politicians, were dupes to thefe gaudy and high-founding
pretexts of their own fabrication. No; fuch toys'were well enough.
to amufe. a poor nation’s credulous reprefentatives. Thefe men
of wifdom, experience, and enlightened principles, looked down
with compaflion upon. fuch narrow and pedantic f{yftems. In
the wide expanfe of their difcernment, it was intuition to them,
that liberated trade and frecdom of provincial legiflatures were
more beneficial, even to their own country, thau the original plans

/4
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of [eitlement concerved to refirain the trade, and to controul the
internal government of the colontes; and that the copious ftream
of voluntary gifts, flowing from free and expanded hearts, would
be more fafe to all parizes than any arrangements calculated to form
a revenue in America at the difpofal of parliament. Need 1 now
quote to you the documents of proof, or remind you that thefe
are the public, avowed fentiments and principles of the minifters
of the American war, thus proclaimed in America, and before
the face ot all the world? Has no man felt for the humihation
of his country, to fee 1t laid profirate, by a proclamation to this
import, at the feet of America, humbled in the duft, and 1its
honour thus furrendered as the hoftage of expiation for the pre-
meditated and pre-concerted crimmes of its minifters! Need I
tell you, that thefe, which I have cited to you, are not only the
fentiments, but the very words of a proclamation, of national
rccanmiation, of every principle upon which the American war
has been f{upported;—a proclamation iflued by commiflioners,
ating under the authority of an aét of parliament, and under the
fpecial inflruétions of the guilty and confcious munifters of this
vindi€tive and relentlefs war? It is painful to me to give 4ou a

hiftory in detail of the difgrace of my country, and to dwell upon
the public expofure of 2 great nation, fet, as it were, to do pe-
nance in the perfons of their parliamentary comm:ffioners, at the
gates of America, and in view of the whole world prefent and to
come, for the deceptions which have been impofed upon them by
their minifters, who, having betrayed their confidence, thus infult
them in their difgrace.  The aét is public, recorded, and irrevo-
cable. You fce the rewards which minifters have kept in referve
for their faithful parliament. Had they fucceeded in their objeéts
of an independent revenue and dominion, a Britifh parliament
would have been reduced to the infignificant condition of a
Caftilian Cortes ; being defeated, they have at once made a pub.
lic facrifice of cvery oftenfible principle of the war, and of the
honour of parliament itfelf, for having repofed truft in their pro-
feflions, with an unlimited, but too credulous confidence; while
they themiclves, thinking their deep defigns ftill impenetrable,
are brooding, with fecret and corroding regret, over the lofs of

thie only objefls of their affe€tion, viz. an independent revenue
and
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and dominion, and meditating further plans of vengeance for
the deleat.

The ftate of this proclamation, of which I have been thus led
to anticipate the explanation, is this: The Commiflioners ap-
pointed under the late at of parliameént for quieting the troubles
in America, foon after their arrival at Philadelphia, fent a letter
direfted to his Excellency Henry Laurens, the Prefident, and
other members of Congrefs, bearing date the gth of June 1778,
and figned Carlifle, William Eden, George Johnftone. This
letter, among many other propofitions, contained the following
offers :—*¢ To extend every freedom to trade, that our refpeflive
“ interefts can require,” and “ to eftablifh the power of the refpec-
“ tive legiflatures in each particular ftate; to fettle 1ts revenue, 1ts
“ civil and military eftabhifhment; and to exercife a perfeét free-
“ dom of legiflation and internal government.” Thefe are mofit
precifely the identical offers which were contained in the fourth
refolution of the American Congrefs, in the year 1774, previous
to the commencement of this bloody and defolating war. In the
courfe of fubfequent tranfaétions, the Commiflioners, viz. the Earl
of Carlifle, - Sir Henry Clinton, Willlam Eden, Efq; and George
Johnftone, Efq; publith a proclamation, in which they recite the
terms of accommodation offered to Congrefs, and aflign the fol-
lowing argumentative explanation of the principles and motives
upon which thofe offers were made—'¢ Thole propofitions we

“ have made in the hope, that they may become more beneficial
“ {0 our own couniry, in the prefent fituation of affairs, than the

“ original plans of fettlement, conceived to reftrain the trade, and
“ controul the internal government of the colonies, ‘and more /fafe
“ for all parties, than any arrangements calculated to form a reve-
“ nue in America, at the difpofition of parliament,” &c. If thele
are found, fundamental, and liberal truths now, ftanding upon

their own internal arguments, as more beneficial even to our own
country, and more fafe for all parires, they were cqually.ff) in
the year 1774, when thefe very offers were indignantly vilified

and refufed to the humble petitions of America. Now let mini-
flers anfwer to God and to their country for the blood which
they have fhed. 'Why have they wafted nullions upon millions

of the national revenue and refources ? Why have'they facrificed
* the
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the lives of thoufands.upon.thoufands of mankind ? . Why have
they carried mifery and defolation throughout the whole conti-
nent of America? Why have they armed their favages with to-
mahawks, and put poniards into the hands of negroes? Why
have they purfued objefls through every cruelty, confeffedly not
even bencficral to their own country, nor Jafe to any of the parties,
and which they now proclaim to all the world, that it would have
been the truell wifdom in their country by choice to have avoid-
ed ? That they have been forewarned of thefe truths by every
friend to thenr country, a thoufand and a thoufand times over, 1s
known to all the world ; therefore they have not the excufe of
ignorance or 1nagdvertence to plead. That the numberlefls irre-
fiftible and irrefragable arguments which have been inceflantly
urged to them upon thefe topics, could not fail to produce this
convition, no man doubted, even before this felf-.conviéting pro-
clamation. We had full and {ufhcient proof of this at the time
of opening the conciliatory bills to the Houfe; the arguments
for which were ftated upon the very fame doftrines as thofe con-

tained 1n this proclamation; and a parliamentary reverfal of all
the meafures which had been adopted at the recommendation of

the miniftry for four years together, was propofed, andjuftified,

upon the admiflion of the folidity and truth of every principle.
and argument, which had been urged by the oppofers of the war,
from the very commencement of it; but that tranfaétion having
pafled only in loofe words fpoken in debate, and in the perfon
of a minifter, there was no remaining record of the public dif-
grace. In this cafe the nation is held out to all the world in the

att of recantation; renouncing, by public proclamation, every
principle upon which their Minifters had pretended to juitify the
foundation, or the purfuit, of any one avawed objett of the war.
This is national penance and humiliation indeed !

It may be my misfortune to be too jealous of the honour of
my country ; but to my apprehenfion, the arguments of the pro-
clamatjon imply no finall degree of contempt for the dupery of
parliament, in having {wallowed fuch grofs abfurdities as thofe
which are reprobated in the proclamation. 7xe original plans of
Jettlement conceived to controul internal government in the Colontes ;

which, 1n the preamble to the late Maffachufett's charter-aét of
the
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the-year 1774, were conceived, by that credulous parliament, to
be abfolutely neceffary to the snternal welfare, peace, and good go-
wernment of the fatid province, and to the continuance of the mutnal
benefits arifing from the commerce and correfpondence between this
Aengdom and the faid province, are now derided, as the narrow,
illiberal, pedantic follies of dark and ignorant times, and, 7ot cven
benefecial to our own country. The next objeft held out in the
proclamation for derifion,is the minifter’s own conciliatory propo-
fition, and therefore the parliament, who with implicit confidence
gave their fupport to it, an arrangement calculated to_form a reve-
nucin America at the difpofition of the parliament. This can mean
nothing but Lord North’s conciliatory propofition, as commonly
called; which, if it was any thing intelligible, was probably an
attempt towards an arrangement, for it was not a tax dirett.
The Stamp A&t was a tax. The Tea A&t was a tax. All aéls
of parliament upon this fubje€t have been taxes, either for regu-
lation of trade, or for revenue ; but for this propofition of Lord
North, there could not be found words in the language fo per-
feflly adapted to draw out the features of derifion as thofe of the
proclamation, arrangements calculated to form a revenue, and fo
forth, in contraft to the produ&ive, conflitutional, and approved
mode by free requifitions. This is a new {peftacle to the world.
A Britifh Chancellor of the Exchequer, a Firft Miniller fet at the
head of three kingdoms, and lately of thirteen provinces, is held
out to America; and expofed to all the world, in a proclamation,
under his own authority, as the calculator of arrangements unfafe
for all parties.

There are fome words in this proclamation which I hardly
know it what fénfe to take; they {feem intended, as it were, to
foften and to qualify the abrupt and blunt avowal of the felf-con-
vifting doétrines included, and evidently betray a confcioufnefs,
that this proclamation not only furrenders up every pretended
principle of juflice on the part of the adminiftration, who have
carried on this war, but that it will open the eyes of all mankind,
to the wilful eriminality of their conduét, and lead to this obvious
infétence, that the Britifh miniftry have knowingly, and againft
the convifion of their own minds, facrificed the true interefts of

their own country, and vielated all the rights of mankind, inthe
S purfuit
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purfuit of their own clandefline and illicit objefts. The qualifys
ing words which I allude to are thefe ;. 2n the prefent fituation of
‘gffairs; that is to fay, the miniftry having failed in their fecret
defigns, and being beaten. What has their being bafiled and
beaten, (which they fo delicately exprefs as the prefent fituation
of affairs) to do with the juflice of the foundations of the war?
Is freedom of provincial legiflation in all cafes of taxation and
internal policy, more beneficzal to our own country, and more fafe to
all parties, than parliamentary interference and controul, becaufe

the miniftry are beaten ?  Are free requifitions preferable to any
arrangements calculated to form a parliamentary revenue, only

becaufe the minifiry have been foiled in their attempt of efia-

blithing an independent revenue for the crown? No! There

s no coherence in the argument of fuch wretched pleas to qua-
lify their guilt. The blood of thoufands of their fellow-creatures,

wilfully and premeditatedly fhed in an unjuft caufe, will be re-

quired at their hands, who thus proclaim to all mankind, that

they have not {crupled to facrifice the beneficial interefls of their
country, and the fafety of its dependencies, till they had taken

their full firetch of vengeance, in their attempts to deftroy, and
to lay wafle, to the utmoft of their malignant power, the lives,
liberty, property, and all the rights of mankind.—When men

are once immerfed in wilful and premeditated crimes, the more

they firuggle, the deeper they plunge; every word that proceeds

from them betrays their confcious and unrepenting guilt. Thus

it is with thefe fhallow, qualifying words, the prefent fituation of
affatrs, which are but the flim{y palliatives of confcious guilt but

too furely they betray the malignant nature of that abundant flore

from which they proceed, and that it is neceflity, and not ye.

merfe, which has extorted the conceflion.

If the difgrace of minifters had been the whole of the matter,
there would have been but little caufe of regret; but unfortunately
for us, the irretrievable difgrace of having waged a cruel war,
for unjuftifiable and deftruétive ends, is fixed upon our country,
by a public avowal upon principle, that the terms offered by
America in the year 1774, before the war, ought to have been
accepted as foundations of peace, from their own intrinfic equity
and merit, as being more beneficial to our ewn country, and more

Jafo
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J&fe to all parties. Ten thoufand proclamations after this will
never fet us, in the opinion of mankind, upon the ground of juf-
tice in this conteft. The truth is plainly this; when the miniftry
had loft their objefts, dominion and the fign manual, they fet no
value upon the pretexts. ‘Their cloak then became troublefome,
and they threw it away. Could there poflibly be any doubt that
the real objeéls of the war have been dominion and the fign
manual, this proclamation would clench conviétion ; for had the
oftenfible objefts of the war been the real ones in the view of
minifters, the conceflions which are now made, as upon the rea-

{fon and juftice of the cafe, might as eafily have been made at the
time when thefe very terms were offered in the 4th refolution of
the Congrefs of the year 1774. If indeed the fhedding a deluge
of human blood be a matter of indifference to minifters, they
have but little to regret; for if they had been fuccefsful in the
utmoft degree, even to reduce America under their feet, the ar-
gument of the proclamation declares, that they would have vo-
Juntarily furrendered every oftenfible objeét of the war; which
fcrews up the dilemma clearly to this alternative, either that this
war of unexampled barbarity and devaftation was carried on by
the mintflry for no motives at all, or that the real motives were
different from thofe which were held out oftenfibly. Dominion,
and the fign manual, have been thofe motives, thus purfued in
blood. .

., 'What retribution fhall now be thought due to America, for all
the blood of theirs which minifters have cruelly and wantonly
fhed, and for all the devaftation which they have cvommitted to
the utmoft firetch of malignant fury ? If the magnanimity and
juftice of the Britifh nation be not extinguifhed ; if the agonies of
childlefs parents, the defolation of widows, and the tears of or-
phans, can touch the feelings of their hearts; 1f the bitter woes of
cruel and unmerited injuries, commiited upon the defcendants of
their own blood, can move them to vindicate the violated rights of *
humanity, againft the devices of wicked minifiers, and.evil counfel«
~ lors; if the ties of common intereft and confanguinity were ever
dear to them; or if the renewal of friendthip pnd fraternal affec-

tion be fill grateful to their hearts ; hear the 1aft and juft appeal
of America.
Sa ‘“ When
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“ When will our Britifh brethren open their ears to the calls
“ of juftice and to the caufe of humanity ? In vain have we ap-
« plied to them, to guard them againft the infidious arts of an ad-
“ miniftration, astreacherous in their defigns upon them, as cruel
“ and vindiftive in their afts towards us. All our remonitrances
“ have been reprefented as fatious and feditious, and have been
‘“ perverted to difguft by thofe very minifters, whofe malignant
“ defigns they were intended to difclofe. But the reality of the
“ truths contained in them ftands now confefled. The conteft
“ has been fevere to us, but the dark defigns of thofe wicked mi-
‘ nifters have at length been defeated, and the redemption of
‘“ Britifh as well as American liberty has been purchafed at the
“ price of our blood. The common enemy is overthrown; and
“ in the rage of the difappointment, they have confefled their
“ guilt. They have now openly avowed, by public proclamation,
‘“ that the pretended objeéls of their purfuit would not even have
* been beneficial to their own country, nor fafe for its dependen-
“ cies. Why have you not believed us, when we have advertifed
“ you of thefe things, before they were thus cruelly written and
“s recorded in the charaflers of our blood? We have repofed
“ the higheft confidence in the generofity and good fenfe of the
“ people of England. 'We have known that it has been the eraft
“ of your minifters, to urge on their own fecret and fanguinary
«* defigns, through the inftrumentality of a parliament, over which
“ they have obtained a moft uncontroulable afcendant. They have
‘ perfuaded the Britifh nation to diftruft our moft earneft appeals,
“ to rejet our petitions, and to turn afide from our affeétionate
* applications to them, with the moft unfeeling indifference. Yet
* we may with confidence appeal not only to our words, but to the
‘ whole tenor of our aétions, for proof, that, from the very outfet
“ of this conteft with your miniftry, whom we have always confi-
* dered as our open and your fecret enemies, we have fludied in
“ cvery part of our conduél, tg preferve inviolate the national
“ conneflion and affeftion between us. Your miniflers may have
“ perfuaded you to difbelieve thofe profeflions of affeftion and at-
“ tachment which we have made perfonally to you ; yet if thefe
“ things had not really been fo, why fhould our own Congrels

‘ have been fo carneft to remind the people of America of thofe
¢ affeflions,
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“ affeflions, and to cultivate in them the continuance of fuch
- o fentiments, towards the parent ftate? Hear the words of the
“ firft Congrefs in the year 1774, in a memorial addrefled to their
“ conflituents the people of America, giving an account of the
* motives which had regulated their confultations and condué&t.”
¢ Regarding with the tender affe&tion which we knew to be fo
* univerfal among our countrymen, the people of that kingdom
‘ from which we derive our origin, we could not torbear to regu-
* late our fteps by an expeétation of receiving full conviftion that
¢ the colonifts are equally dear to them. Between thefe provinces
‘and that body, there fubfifts the focial band which we ardently wifh
¢ may never be diffolved, and which cannot be diflolved, until their
“ minds thall become indi/putably hoflile or their inatiention fhall
¢ permit thofe who are thus hollile, to perfiit in profecuting, with
‘ the powers of the realm, the deftruttive meafures already ope-
‘ rating again{t the colonifts; and in either cale fhall reduce the
¢ Jatter to fuch a fituatign, that they fhall be compelled to re-
‘ nounce every regard but that of felf-prefervation.” * Thefe
“ were not the hollow and infincere proteflions of which we have
“ been falfely accufed, but the trueft teftimonies of national {ince-
¢ rity and attachment., Thefe were the eflufions of our hearts,
“ in the trying hours of danger and difmay. Can youy find in
* thefe words, the machinations of defigning leaders, and ambiti-
“ tious demagogues, praétifing, upon their credulous country, the
« infidious arts of deceit, fo well known to Britifh minifters?
«« Would men of this defcription, and with the defigns imputed
* to them by your miniftry, knowing a tender affettion towards
* the parent ftate to be univerfal amang their countrymen, have
¢ thus cherifhed it in the fond expeétation of an equal return¢.
¢ Would they have recommended to their country the moft per-
« fevering attachment to thofe principles, until they fhould be re-
“ duced to fuch a fituation as to be compelled to renounce every
“ regerd but that of felf-prefervation? Have ‘your miniflers
« afted in the fame fpirit of reconcilement, of moderation, and for-
* bearance ? Have they interpofed the peaceful offices of me-
 diation to palliate mutual offences, to abate relentments, and to
« compofe animofities ? Have they been the bleffed peace-makers,

* or have they not been falfe calumniators, excitors of jealoufy
* and



[ 110 }

» and difcord, and the remorfelefs minifters of dark and fangui-
“ nary revenge ? Did they not reje€t our petitions unheard, and
“ caft us out from the national proteftion, thereby driving us 1o
“ the relu€tant neceflity of independence? Were they not the
* firft to avail themfelves of foreign alliances, and to introduce
 unfeeling mercenaries into this civil conteft, while we had re-
“ frained from calling in the aid of thofe powers, who were the
** natural rivals of your grandeur? Have they not profecuted,
“ with al] the powers of the realm, every deliruétive meafure
‘* againft us, thereby compelling us finally to renounce every re-
“ gard but that of {elf-prefervation? In addition to all this cata-
“ fogue of crimes and cruelties, they now proclaim before the
*“ whole world, that they have done all thefe things, knowing, at
“ the fame time, that the avowed objefls of their purfuit were
“ not even beneficial 1o their own country, nor fafe for its depen-
¢ dencies ; thus infulting their country, and deriding its credulity,
*“ for lending themlielves to their unjuft and fecret defigns. All
“ deception is therefore now done away. Then let the Britifh
‘¢ nation roufe thcmfielves, and vindicate the national honour and
“ juftice. Here let them lay the corner-flune of a national recon-
 cilement with America.  'War can have no fhadow of a pre-
“ text now, but henceforth muft become mere revenge. Letthe
“ people of Great-Britain {tep forth and arreft the bloody hand of
* undifguifed revenge. Let this be the firfl pledge of future re-
* concilement, and the token to us that their minds are not indif.
“ putably hoftile. All that is now left in their power to do, can
* amount but to a poor recompence for thofe numberlefs miferies,
“ which, through their 1nattention, a Britith miniftry have been
“ fuffered to heap upon our devoted heads. Let it not be re-
* corded of thofe who have been the aflertors of the rights of
_ * mankind, and who have vindicated the violated laws of juflice,

+* againft the minifters of tyrants, that they fhould knowingly, and
 with their cyes open, {uffer their own minifters to proceed in
“ the violation of all the rights of mankind, on the lives and pro--
“ perty of their own brethren and defcendants, after a full and
** acknowledged convi€tion. Be once more yourfclves again, and
** Jet juftice lay the foundation-ftone of peace.”

But who can give us aflurance that thefe are now the fenti-
ments
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ments bf America? I reply that you fhould require that account
at the hands of your minifters. That thefe kave becn the fenti-
ments of America, I have juft now given you the proofs ; and I
am comfident, from the general fentiments of my country, that
the apprehenfion of their being no longer fo, is, on our part, not
unattended with regret. If then our country Joes but entertain a
{ecret wifh, to be refcued from a part of thofe evils, into which their
minifters have plunged them ; if they are prepared to receive tem-
perate counfels, and to abandon the fuggeftions of falfe pride, and
dark revenge, which their minifters are at this moment fecretly in-
ftilling into their ears, the moft diftant chance which can be {uggefla
ed, for reftoring the ftate of national affairs, may be intitled to a dif=

paffionate and calm difcuffion. I do not mean to fpeak in any
degree as defponding of the reftoration of national affairs, under
wifer counfels, but lamenting, that whatever change of fyftem
may henceforward take place, or whatever reverfal of paft mea-
fures may now be decided upon, yet, that all future remedy muft
come too late, to reftore the thoufands of lives, and the millions of
property, which have been facrificed to the cruclty and pride of
minifters; or to efface the regret of my country, for having en-
trufted the powers of the realm, to the moft deflrutive purpofes,

into fuch falfe and faithlefs hands.
That no confideration of national interefls has animated the

minifltry in any part of their meafures, is no lefs evident in their
conceflions to America, than in their conduét of the war. The
{urrender of all the beneficial interefls of their country, under the
aft of navigation, appears to have been totally {pontaneous and
voluntary on the part of the miniftry. There is not the leaft {ha-
dow of an attempt to bargain for any equivalent concefflion. Un-
der what claufe of the conciliatory aét can this conduét be jufti-
fied? The furrender of parliamentary taxatian is juftified fpeci-
ally under an a€t for that purpofe. The offer of pertett freedom
of legiflation, and internal government, is juftified by an att of
parliament, evidently leading that way, by the repeal of the Maf-
fachufets’ charter-a&t of the year 1774. But with refpett to the
a& of navigation, no inftruétions given by the miniftry to the
commiflioners can be jultified, farcher than to authorize them to

sreat and confulg, and after fuch treaty and confultation, to come
to
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to any.compromile which may be neceffary intheir judgment and
difcretion. Unfortunately for us, this a€t of navigation was not a
mintfterial intereft, it was only a national one. The miniftry faw
very clearly, that no objeéts were furrendered by this their {ud-

den and voluntary conceflion of the aét of navigation, which
were in any degree worthy of their attention ; enly fuch trifles,
as the navy of England, the honour of the Britifh flag and name,
the commerce, manufaftures, revenue, and land.rents of the
¢ountry, our fifheries, foreign pofleflions, and domeftic fecurity ;
objefls, which, according to their eftimation, are not to be held in

comparifon with the right of appointing governors in America,
or the fign manual. I confefsto you, that the lofs of this aft of
navigation is a gloomy topic with me, whenever 1 ftumble upon
the recolletion of it. I do not know whether I fhould fay too

much, if I were {lill farther to confefs, that it is the only Britith
intereft in America, which I ever took to my heart ; but it 1s gone,
irrecoverably gone, and hath not left its fellow behind, theugh

minifters knew not the value of it.

I give but little credit to the good will of minifters, for the pre.
tended rclaxation of their conduét towards America ; but I flatter
myfelf with the beft profpeétts of fome national reconcilement be-
tween the two countries, from the ready and univerfal acquiefcence
of all ranks of people in this kingdom to the fyftem of conceflion
and accommodation, which has been lately profeflfed by the mini«
firy, and which has been fincerely patronized by the public. We
are fo far upon the road towards a national reconcilement, that this
country has univerfally declared in favour of an amicable negociation
with America. But ftill there is one rub, which however, in my
opinion, appears by no means unfurmountable. I mean the alliance
between America and France. 1 will endeavour to lay before you
what I conceive to be the ftate of the treaties between thofe two
parties, and to diftinguith fuch parts of thofe trcaties as may re.
main, confiftently with a national reconcilement between Great-
Britain and America, from fuch other parts of them as muft ne-
¢effarily be relinquithed, before that reconciliation can take place.
There aré two treaties {ubfifting between them, which have been
announced to the public, by the declaration of the French court,
and by publication of the American Congtefs, viz. a treaty of

commerce, and a treaty of alliance. As to the former, the moft
frenuous



{ 113 }

firenuous advocate for the rights and interefts of this country;
is no longer intitled to make objettion unlefs it fhould contain any
exclufive articles. The commiffioners under the conciliatory aéts
haveé made, on the 10th of June 1778, a formal furrender of all
the beneficial intereiis of their country under the aft of naviga-
tion, by the words, ¢ To extend every freedom to trade which our
“ refpetive interefts ean require.” The condition exprefled in
the prépofition does not refer to any mutual, combined, or united
intereft, but to the re/bellive interclt of each party, and therefore
amounts to an abfolute conceflion. Again, 1n the proclamation
which I have commented upon in the former part of this letter,
(bearing no date in any printed copy that I have feen, but appear-
. 1ng by the context to have been 1iflued i1n the latter end of June
1778) they confirm this furrender as more beneficial to our own
country than * to reftrain the trade of the colonies.” Here the
words ftand fimply and unqualified by any reference whatfoever.
Again, on the 26th of Auguft 1778, the commiffioners reciting,
in a declarafion of that date, the extent of the offers made by them-
felves to the Congrefs, confirm this offer in the following words,
viz. * To extend every freedom to trade,” generally, and without
any words of conftru€tion or limitation. Therefore, the furren-
der of the aét of navigation is public, abfolute, and unconditional,
through the hands of commiflioners, afting under an aét of parlia-
ment, and according to the inflruftions given to them from the
adminiftration. This minifterial furrender of the att of naviga-
tion, ‘as executed in form, under the conciliatory ats, amounts to
a national ratification of the commercial treaty between America
and France. For this country cannot claim any right to refcind any
open commercial treaty entered into by America, having divefted
them{elves of all their right and title to oppofe any fuch treaty, by the
general and unhmited conceflion to America of exiending every
freedom to trade. Your legal attornies have publicly and folemnaly
ratified that a&t, under nation4l authority. Minifters, in this un-
conditional furrender of the aft of navigation, have cut off the
right hand of their country, and we muft fubmit. There is no
redrefs.
As to the treaty of alliance between America and France, I
eonceive it to have been, on the part of America, a reluttant a&t
T - of
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of felf-defence; and on the part of France, I conceive it to have
been an abfolute and direét violation of the laws of nations, with
refpeft to Great-Britain., On this latter ground, I think my
country has a right to demand, that this alliance be relinquifhed
on the part of France. And if I can thew caufe to believe that,
on the part of America, 1t was an att of reluétant necefiity, I {hall
hope that this conclufion may be then juftified,—that the hearts
and wifhes of America would readily concuyr 1u peace with Great-
Britain, upon the terms of the relinquifhment of the treaty of
alliance, I mean on the part of France. For undoubtedly they
themlelves will never make a facrifice of their honeur, by break-
ing a treaty contrafted in their neceflity, how much foever they
may regret that neceflity. This treaty, which is now become an
alliance between America and France, appears, when it left Eu-
rope, not to have been a treaty of alliance, but a treaty of eventual
alliance. My proofs of this are, firft, from the declaration of the
French ambaflador, Monf, de Noailles, on the 1gth of March laft,
in which he fays, that the plenipotentiartes of France and Ame-
rica have figned a treaty of friendfhip and commerce, but without
ftipulating for any exclufive advantages for France; and he adds,
that the King of France has in confequence taken cventual mea-
furcs in concert with the United States of North-America. Again,
Monficur Gerard, who was appointed by the court of France to
attend upon this treaty in 1its paflage to America, foon after his
arrival, on the 6th of Auguft 1778, introduces it to the Congrefs
with thefe words, ‘ The hoftile defigns of the common enemy
“ have given, to engagements purely eventual, an immediate, pofi-
“ tive, permancnt, and indifioluble force.” On the {ame day
the ‘Congrefs return their anfwer in the following words: ¢ We
“ ardently wiih to fheathe the fword, and to fpare the farther effu.
“ fion of blood ; but we are determined, by every means 1n our
¢ power, to fulfil thole cventual engagements, &e.” This cventual
trcaty was figned by the American commiflioners at Paris, juft.in
that period of tune while they were kept in {ulfpence as to the
nature, extent, intentions, or {incerity, of the fuppofed concilia- ;
tory propofitions, which had been announced by the minifter three
months before. . Thefe conciliatory propofitions were ftudioufly

with-held, while the miniftry were ufing their utmoft endeavours
to
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to raife 15,000 men from Scotland, Manchefter, &c. and to plange
the nation into the general adoption of the war, by entangling
private individuals in fubfcriptions of money, to be put direély
into the hands of the crown, unconnefedly with parliament, for
the purpofe of {upporting the authority of Great-Britain over the
revellious Colonzes.  Such were the terms and objeéls held out for
thefe fubfcriptions. But when the bills themfelves made their
appearance 1n parliament, which was not till after this eventual
treaty was {igned, their contents were fcund to be an abfolute fur-
render of all the authority of the parliament of Great-Britain over
the Colontes. What then is the charge againft this eventual
treaty ? It 1s this ; that Ameriea, with an evil mind, engaged -1n,
and confented to, a treaty of alliance with France, having the
fulleft reafon to be confident, that every poffible conceffion, ne-
ceflary towards eftablifhing a {afe and permanent peace, would be
made? Upon what grounds were they to conclude this? Did
the minifler declare that he was preparing a bill for furrendering
every claim of parliamentary fupremacy over the colonies, viz.
parliamentary taxation, parliamentary controul, and the aét of
navigation? No!-—Were they to conclude that the minifiry in
the cabinet were meditating this univerfal furrender of all the
authority of Great-Britain, from their public and -well-known
conduét, in employing all their partizans abroad, with the utmoft
fury, to engage 1n private fubfcriptions the fricnds to their King
and country,in order to fupport the authority of Great-Britain over
ker rebellious Colontes 2 Surely fuch conduét on the part of the
miniftry could not juflify the conftruttion of any fuppofed amica-
ble and pacific difpofitions towards America. The only authentic
manifeftation of the minifterial intentions was conveyed through
the King’s fpeech, at the opening of the preceding feflion of par-
liament, on November 2oth 1777, which declared the neceflity ot
preparing for fuck farther operations of war, as the obflinacy of the
rebels might render expedient. The addrefles of the two Houfes
of parliament exprefled their full fatistattion and concurrente
with fuch meafures. Could it then be expeétcd that the Americans-
fhould conftrue all thefe concurring teftimonies, of the continu.:
ance of hoftile meafures, as fo many pledges that the minifterss

intended to relinquith hoftility, - and to proceed - by the road:of!
Fa conciliation
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conciliation and unlimited conceflion? It is #n infult upon the
underftandings of mankind, to pretend, that an explicit declara-
tion of war from the throne is to be confidered as a fiftion, prepa-
ratory to the furrender of every parliamentary claim of legiilation
and fupremacy, and of every beneficial intereft of this country.
No one can expeét that the Americans fhould have refigned
themfelves with implicit confidence, in the fincerity and good
faith of a miniftry, who, in every public aét of their own and of
their partizans, difcovered the certain and unequivocal marks of
duplicity. However, under all thefe juftifiable caufes of {ulpicion,
they flill did not run headlong into an acfua/ treaty of alliance
with France; as long as the terms of the conciliatory propofitions
were undivulged, and as long as the mode of the negociauon
carried any pretence of being conduéted unconneftedly with force
of arms, they refufed to bind their country to an aé/ual alhance ;
but they tranfmitted to America a treaty purely eventual, which
was to receive pofitive and permanent force, upon the continua-
tion of hoftile mecafures and defigns, on the part of the Britith mi.
niftry towards America. It is therefore the Britifh miniftry again,
who have given the ratification of force and efleét to this v:ntual
treaty of alliance, while the Americans {eem, on the other hand,
to have been reluétant, to the very lail mnoment, to fhut the door

to reconciliatton.
It 1s no fecret, that the court of France have aéled a cold and

unfriendly part towards the Americans, till they had, by their own
exertions, eftablifhed their own caufe. There are three milli.
ons of people in America as fully convinced of that propofition,
as the commtiflioners themfelves, who call the nterpofition of
France infidious. The fame three millions of people are equally
convinced, that there 1s no other unfurmountable obflacle to a
national reconciliation with Great-Britain, but the fatal inter-
pofition of a Britith miniftry, more infidious than the court of

France: and, 1 am confident, that of all the millions of people
throughout the French dominions, without excepting the minifter

himfelf who figned the cventual treaty, there is no one who is
unapprized or unconvinced of thefe truths. It is folly to fup-
pofe, that recent, reluétant, and felf-interefted obligations, on the

part of France, fhould take full and inflantaneous pofleflion of the
hearts
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hearts and affeCtions of three millions .of people in America, te
the exclufion even of regret upon the lofs of ancient hereditary
connettions and fraternal confanguinity. But there is no road
left open for a pacific interview which might lead to reconcile-
ment. There is a Britith miniftry poffeffing every avenue, and
interpofing fire and‘'fword. The catalogue of obligations from the
court of France towards America 1s yet but recent, and little
more than a blank. It is the Briuth mimftry who, by every
thought, word, and att, are labouring to fill up the blanks of that
catalogue. It was the continuation of the war againft America,
after the offer of the concihatory bills, which firft gave force and
effe€t to the cventwal alliance with France; and, therefore, it is
the farther profecution of the fame hoftile: and vindiétive mea-
fures on the part of the minifters of this country, which alone
candrive America ftill clofer into the arms of France, and cement
that alliance for ever.

In the whole condutt of America, there is univerfally the mark
of reluftant neceflity. If an allitance with France had been their
original choice and preference, they need not have concluded an
eventual treaty. Obferve another incident upon the arrival of
this eventual treaty with America, which curforily may appear
a trifle light as air ; yet, to my judgment, it bears the mark of
deep impreflion—Monf. Gerard, who attended on the part of his
own court, as the anxious candidate for this eventual alhance, in-
troduces 1t in terms denoting his triumphant {atisfattion:  The
“ conneflions formed, by the King my mafter, with the United
¢ States of America, is fo agreeable to him, that he could no
“ longer delay fending me to refide among you, for the purpofe of
‘¢ cementing thofe cventual engagements which have acquired im-
“ mediate, pofitive, permanent, and :ndiffvlubl= torce.”—The Con-
grefs return their anfwer in terms of firmnefs and conftancy, but
not of triumph—* We lament that luft of domination which gave
“ birth to the prefent war, and hath prolonged and extended the
‘ miferies of mankind: we ardently wifh to {heathe the {word,
* and fpare the farther effufion of blood ; dus we are determined,
“ by every means in our power, to fulfil thofe ecventual engage-
“ ments which have acquired pofitive and permanent force.”
They acknowledge that the eventual engagements are become

pofitive
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pofitive and permanent, but upon the terms immediate and indiffo-
(uble, they are filent: they neither exult 1n the one, nor declare

their affent to the other. If any one does not fee in thefe fea-
tures the fecret tokens of kindnefs and remaining regret, (veteres
vefligia flamme) 1 think 1t muft be owing either to dullnefs of
apprehenfion, or to unfeelingnefls of heart.

I will now enumerate a few plain propolfitions, of which I hope
that I have given futhicient proof: firft, that the people ot Great-
Britain and America are well difpofed towards each other, and
towards a national reconcilement; fecondly, that the conduét of
America, in the negociation of the eventual alliance, carries evi-
dent marks of reluftance correfponding to that limited obliga-
tion, which they acknowledge as due to France, for having afliited
them 1n the campaign {ubfequent to the convention of Saratoga ;
making abatement for the coldnels and inefhcacy of their pro-
feflions, during the campaign of 1777, when their affairs were
at the {evereft trial; thirdly, that America is defirous of peace,
or, to ufe their own words in their anfwer to Monf. Gerard,
ardectly wifle to fheailie (- Jword, and lo fpare the farther effu-
Jeoir of blood.  In correfpondence with this wifh of America for
peace, Monl Gerard declares, on the part of his court, 1n his
addrefs to the Congrefs, that the procuring peace to America 1s
the olyecd of e alleance. Upon thele grounds, I think, without
any deep refinement. or relearch, one f{imple propofition offers
itfelf, wnich is, To withdraw the Britifh fleets and armies from
America, and to make an offer of peace to America, upon this
condition, That the eveizual treaty of alliance fhall be relinquithed
on the part of France. Who will make any objeftion? Not
America! Forif independence and peace be their objefls, 1t
can be no grievance to them, to be emancipated {from any depen-
dence upon France, and to be releafed from that eventual treaty
into which they have entered with fo much apparent reluélance.
Wiill France obje t?  In their hearts I believe they will; but I
think they will be at a lofs for fome fpecious pretext. Will they
{ay to their new allics, whom they treated with coldnefs and
negleit ull afier the convention of Saratoga, * We know that

“you airdently wefh to fheathe the fword, and to flop the further

" eff ufion of Llvod, but we refufe the condition required on our
- ¢ part
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¢ part for the eftablifhment of your peace, although our miniller
‘. has declared in our name to Congrefs, that your repofe and
*‘ peace were the objecls of that alliance ; you have incurred the
 penalty of the bond, and we will not relax. We are frefh for
¢ the conteft of war. You have endured much. Let the Bri-
¢ tifh miniftry continue thair ravages of firc and {word through-
‘“ out your country, if it be thcir option, as no doubt it will
““ be. Euventual engagements are become pofetiv eand permanent,
¢ and they fhall remain zrdiffoluble.”” 1t that fhould be the lan-
guage from France to America, let it work. The very adhe-
rence to the treaty, on the part of France, muft be a breach of the

fundamental principle of it ; viz. peace to America. There is no
evafion {from this dilemma. If the court of France relinquifh
the treaty of alliance, the Gordian knot is united ; 1f they refule,

1t is cut.

So much for this treaty of eventual alliance. But we are not
upon folid ground yet. Minifters are groping and undermining
ftill. The parliament fhall not confent. Taxation 1s gone ; Ie-
giflation is gone; the a‘t ot navigation (to my bitterelt regret) is
furrendered. But minifters have f{till a pretext left. This pre-
text has not yet received a name. It is fome equivocal creation
between dependence and independence, which i1s oblcurely and -
vaguely hinted at, on the part of the commiflioners, 1n all their
proclamations and negociations with the Congrefs, and fuppofed
to be neceflary to fomething which they call an wnion of force.
This ambiguous thing, when dragged out into day-light, will prove
to be neither more norlefs than a {cheme to plunge the nation into
three or four more campaigns, at the additional expence of thirty
or forty millions, the farther lofs of thirty or forty thoufand of our
fellow-{ubjeéts, the general devaftation of America to the utmolt
firetch of minifterial rage, and the final objett, {uppofed to be at-
tainable by thefe means, is fliled an union of force. The truth 1s,
that this union of force, which is infinitely more delirable than the
dependence of any one nation upon another, mysht be within our
reach, if we would aét wifely and confiftently. But our miniflers
are ftriving to lead us in this, as they have donc in every thing
elfe, to the total deftrution of the very objett which they pretend

~to purfue. An union of force with any mnation, can only be
. {ecured
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fecured by obtaining the good will of that nation: and therefore
the principles of a feederal alliance, founded upon mutual affec-
tion, common intereft, and common confent, muft be the only
folid bafis for an union of force. Mutual affeltion and common
interefts will bind two nations together, to every effe&t of an unzon

of force, whether they be independent of each other, or one of
them dependent upon the other. Obferve the courfe of the rea-
foning on the part of the commiflioners. They fay to America, in
a letter to Congrefs, dated July 1y, 1778, * We are not inclined
* to di'pute with you about the meaning of words, but fo far as
* you mean the entere privilege of the people of North-America
““ to difpofe of their property, and to govern themfelves without
“ any reference to Great-Britain, &cyond what is necffary to pre-
“ ferve chat union of force, in which our mutual fafety and ad-
* vantage confils, we think fo far thetr zndependence is fully ac-
*“ know! /g din the terms of our letter of the tenth of June.” The
paflage thus alluded to in the letter from the Commiffioners to
the Congrefs of the tenth of June, is their offer “ to eftablifh the
* power of the refpettive legiflatures in each particular flate, to
“ f{ettle its revenue, its civil and miltary eftablithments, &c.” The
Commiflioners, after this, procecd to ftate argumentatively the
grounds and principles upon which this ¥nion of force is to be
eftablithed. “ In the mean time, we affure you, that no circum-
** ftance will give us more fatisfaftion, than to find that the extens
“of our future connelfion, is to be determined on principles of:
“ mnere reafon, and confiderations of mutual interefl, on which we
“ are likewife willing to reft the permanence of any arrangements
“ which we may form.” 1IfI can underftand any courfe of rea-:
foning, this amounts to a virtual abdication of American depen-
dence, and reduces the whole point to the principles of a feederal
alliance. The force of a nation is the command of its men

and money. The Britifh Commiffioners have fully acknowledged
the independence of America over their revenue and military eftas
blithments, which arc the only branches confpiring to any union gf
Joree, therefore they have given up the article of independence,
as far as relates to an wnion of force. By that ceffion they have:
cut off all the claims of this country over the common force, ex.
cept what thall arife from the common intereft and common'
confent
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cohfent of the parties. - There is therefore no way left to effett
an snion ¢f force between the two countries, confiftent with the
folemn furrender to Amierica of the rights of the purfe and of
the fword, but upon the principles of feederal alliance.

It I could have had my choice of all the arguments in the world,
to fupportthe propofition of giving an offer of peace to America,
upon the condition of the eventual treaty of alliance between
France and America being relinquithed, I would have taken thofe
very arguments, from the lettér of the Commiffioners juit now cited.
The Commiffioners have, to every fubftantial effe&, fully acknow-
ledged the independence of America. The propofition, therefore,
which 1 have flated, is only fupplementary to this, viz. If
America is to become fubllantially independent of Great-Bri-
tain, let them be independent of France and of all the world.
Agreed, fay the Commiflioners, if we can but fettle this point of
the union of force; and all that we require is, * that the extent of
“ our future connection fhould be determined upon the principles
“of mere reafon, and confiderations of mutual intereff, on which

“ we are likewife willing to reft the permanence of any arrange-
“ ments we may form.” The anfwer then is fhortly this: If
America, asthe condition of peace, can prevail with the court of
France to relinquifh the eventual treaty of alliance, they will then
be free to at as the principles of mere reafon, and as the confidera-
tions of mutual intereft thall guide them, which isall that the par-
liamentary commiflioners require. The commiflioners have, in
the moﬁ_a}gumentative and explicit manner, abdicated every other
claim, and reft all the future connelfion with America, and the
permanence of any fuch future connellion, upon the confiderations
of mere reafon and mutual interefl. '
What then have we left to fight for? Every national intereft,
and all parliamentary claims, have been relinquithed by minifters
long ago. Even that ftumbling.block of independence is now
fwept away. Minifters do not contend, on the part of their coun-
try, for any future claim of rights over America. The utmoit
extent now propofed by them for any future conneltion with Ame-
rica, is to be determined upon principles of mere rea/on and con- .
fiderations of mutual interefi.” 1f thele are their real principles,

why have they not, and why do they not proceed upon the broad
U and
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and ftrait road to peace? There muft be fome lurking motive which
we have not yet fathomied. That lurking motive is ftill one of
the fame which has guided their counfels and condutt in every
thought, word, and deed. They are ftill bankering, to the very
laft expiring ftruggle, after that unconquerable and everlafting at-
tachment.of their hearts, dominion under the royal name.
A very few words to fupply the context will make the whole
lyfltem perieltly intelligible. Parliament, indeed, fhall make an
abfolute furrender of the purfe and of the fword to America,
faving and referving to the crown, the command over the money
and men of America, as neceflary to an wnion of force. This
fubftitution of the crown is no firainupon the conftruélion ; 1t 1s
always tacitly underftood, unlefs it is exprefsly relinquifhed. It
emerges, of courfe, upon any quefltion of executive or fcederal
powers. 1 will now quote to you the words of a proclamation of
the Britifh commiflioners in America, in which (without even a
tranfient thought of parliament ) they plead very pathetically for the
re-admifflion of royal prerogatives into America. You may then
judge, whether I have given an unfair or uncandid conftruétion
of it. It 1s another part of the fame proclamation of which I
have fpoken fo much already: the words are as follow: “ The -
*“ Congrels, the aflemblies, and the people of America, will judge
“ for themfelves, whether that union of force,” (viz. under the
crown) *“ which we, on our part, deem of fo much advantage to
 Great-Britain, may not be of equal advantage to them.: And
‘“ whether the internal peace of their own {yftem will not be

‘* more f{ecure under the title and majefty of the King of Great-
“ Britain, whofe prerogatives are exercifed within ftri€t limita-

“ tions, and whofe authority will infure the regular execution of
“ every law, that may be provided by the reprefentatives of the
* people, &c.” Thefe are new dofirines, to be held out .in a
proclamation by parliamentary commiffioners. The nation has
been nnmerfed 1in protound darknefs and errors for many years ;
they have been inftruéted to believe, that they were fighting for
fome national nghts, or for parhamentary fupremacy; but they
have been grievoufly deceived, and mifled : Dominion and Pre-
rogative have been the Alpha and Omega. 1believe we are now

got to the very bottom of all bottoms. Parliament may {urrender
- its
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its fupremacy and legiflation, and taxation, and the a&t of naviga-
tion, and. all the beneficial interefts of the nation : but if mini-
fters could prevail, to eftablith the crown at the head of all the
executive and faederal powers of the whole continent of America,
mdependent and uncontrouled by parliament, . all would again be
well for them. Thirty or forty millions ‘of money at the nation’s
coft, and thirty or forty thoufand lives, are matters of very trivial
confiderations in the purfuit of fuch objefls, for the purpofe of
augmenting the power of the minifters of the crown; but cer-
tainly for no purpofe beneficial to our own country. Thefe are
the objeéts which minifters have invariably purfued, from the
firft to the laft. Such propofitions as thefe being avowed and
recited in a public proclamation, viz. to invell the crown with
all the executive and faederal powers of the whole continent of
North-America, independent of a Britifh parliament, and this
after the furrender of every national intereft and parliamentary
claim, brings up the charge to proof pofitive—and I will venture
to {ay, that they never will voluntarnily relinquifh thofe objeéts,
till they fhall have attempted to wreck their vengeance upon Ame-
rica, for their defeat, by a favage and univerfal devaftation of the
whole continent; or until they fhall have brought on fome nati-
onal convulfion at home, perhaps the deftruttion of their co{mtry.
It 1s a matter of aftontfhment to me that minifters, how little
foever they may value the interefts of their country, fhould not
at leaft begin to entertain {fome apprchenfions for themfelves. It
is a hazardous refponfibility which no wife man would take upon
himfelf, To lead a country to ruin. They have already involved
us in a war with one branch of the Houlfe of Bourbon, and Spain

is under arms.* When the day of terror and conflernation comes,
will
* The following Lift may be dcpended upon as authentic,

Lifla de la Efquadra que efla al prefente armada, y preparada para Lacerfe
ala Vela, en Cadiz, boi 32 Scpt. 1778.

Nawios. Canoues. Nawios. o Ceanones,
La Santiflima Trinidad - 122 El San NicholasdeBari - 8o
ElFenix - - - « - 8o La Princefa - - - . 0
ElRayo - - - - - 8o El San Jofeph - = - 70
¥l San Fernando - - - 8o ElSan Lorenzo - - - 90
ElSanXuis - - - - 8o LaSanta Ifabel - - - »
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will the nation {tand their friend, in returh for that unvaried fyf.
tem of falthood and deception, under which they have wafted mil-
lions upon millions, deftroyed thoufands upon thoufands of their
fellow.fubjeéts, and have made an umverfal facrifice of the bene-
ficial interefts, the honour and reputation of their country P—2
Wil an obfequious parliament proteft them ?—ILet them not
truft too far to that. The day may come when a minifterial ma-
jority may hide their diminifhed heads: that complacent majo-
rity are beft {fuited to fuccefs and fair weather. If the fltorm be-
gins to gather, the tables may be turned, and minifters themf{elves
may be bought and fold. Thus much for what is called the mi-
nifterial majority. However, things are not yet come to that
pafs, that this minifterial majority is the whole body of parlia-
ment. The country members, and country gentlemen, carry re-
fpeét and confidence wherever they go. They may be liable to
deceptions as other men are, but it is not poflible to fuppofe that

they

Nawios, Canones. Nawvios. Caneones.
El San Francifcode Afis - 7o ElVencedor - - - - < 7o
El Santo Domingo - -+ 7o ElSan Miguel - - - « 970
El San Pafqual Baylon - 70 EiSan Eugenio - - - 7o
ElSan Juhan - - - - 9o E] Santiago Efpana - - 6o
El San Fraacifco de Paula ”0 El Dragon - - - - - 6o
E} San Raphael - -« - 7o E] Aftuto - - - - - 6o
LaGalicia -~ - - - <« 9o El San Ifidoro - - - - 6o
La Gallardo - - - e 20 La America - - - - 6o
E] Diligente - - - - 970 E]l San Leandro - -+ - 34
El San Pedro Apoftol - - 9o Fragatas.

- ElGuerrero - - « - -« =0 LalLiebre - « - <« < 16
El Podcrofo - « -~ - 90 LaSanta Lucia - - . « 36
ElSanIfidra -~ - - - 90 La Santa Rufima - - - 36
El Vittoriofo - - - -« =90 La SantaCecilia - -~ - 36
El Angel de da Guarda - 7o ElCarmen - - - . - 30
El San Pablo - - - . 90 La Santa Barbara - - - 1o
ElOriente - -~ -« . . 79 LaSantaMonica =~ - - 30
El Atlante - - - - - 9o LaEfmeraldla - - - - 10
ElVelafco - - - . . 9o LaSantaClara - « - - 30
ElGloliofo - - - - - 7o El Cllei)equin Andaluz - 30
El Terrible - - - <« = 90 Y 7 6 8 Ureas, & 40, 30 y 20

ElMonareca - . -~ - - »#po Canoues,
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they can have any intereft, adverfe to the good of their country.
H their country falls, they muft fall too. They are the moft di(-
interefted parliamentary guardians of their country, becaufe they
are moft interefted in its {afety and welfare..—Will minifters take
refuge in the crown for prote&tion >—They have but little merit
to claim there; they have made a facrifice of every true and
permanent intereft of the crown, to procure for themfelves the
influence of unlimited dominion under the royal name. They
have ftript the crown of thirteen provinces, and of three millions
of fubje€ts. They have played a deep game, but they have left
the crown to pay the forfeit; and 1 will venture to foretell, that
there the end will be, of the fidelity of fuch {ervants to the crown.
Minifters after defeat will be as little attached to the ruins of
power, as in the fullnefs of fuccefs, and in the meridian of that
power, they could have been to the real interefts of their coun-
try. There is no man now left to ftand their friend. Their
own fituation is become as defperate as that to which they have
reduced their country. They have necither brought that fuccefs
which they fo confidently promifed, nor that pecace which they
{o infidioufly fimulated. Until they. {hall reftore thetr country to
honour, fatety, and peace, they will have no title to fecurity
againil its future refentments.

I thall now conclude this long chain of faéts and arguments,
which I have endeavoured to arrange and difcufs, according to
the beft of my abilities, 1n the order of their conne&ion and
dependence upon each other. Arguments which are founded
upon faéts of deep, and national importance, can never be unin-
terefting in their refult. If I have in any degree been fuccefsful
in arranging thefe faéls and arguments, towards any refult which
may facilitate the reftoration of peace, and national reconcile-
ment between Great-Britain and America, and to the eflablith-
ment of the honour and permancnt interefls of my country, it is
the utmoft limit of my ambition. The faéts and arguments, which
I have ftated to you, are of fuch interefting importance, as will,
by their own weight, claim your motft ferious and confiderate at.
tention, I have nothing therefore now left, but to intreat for
myfelf your candid interpretation, and the continuation of thofe

" favourable
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- favourable fentiments, for which I am already fo deeply indebted
to you. . Believe me to be, alover of my country, a friend to
peace, and to the rights of mankind.

I am,
With the greateft Refpett and Confideration,
GENTLEMEN,
Your much obliged, and
faithful humble Servant,

D. HARTLEY.

Sodbury, O¢l. 29, 1778.

7o
The Right Worfhipful the Mayor and Corporation,
To the Worfhipful the Wardens, and
Corporation of the Trinity-Houfe, and to the
Worthy Burgeffes of
The Town of KincsToN-vPON-HuLL.

9 JU 64
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