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S U B S T A N C E

OF A

SPEECHINPARLIAMENT:

Revenue, having announced to the. Houfe, that he mtends

to lay the State of the Nation before us on the Firft Day of
Bufinefsafter the Recefs; Ihope that it will not appear foreign to that
Purpofe, if I fuggeft to them the Neceflity of fome proper Ma-
terials being laid upon the Table, by the Help of which we may
be better prepared to enter upon fo important a Difcuffion. The
State of the National Revenue and Expenditure, together with
the Sufficiency or Infufficiency of the National Powers, are very
properly tcrmed by the very noble I.ord to be the State of the
Nation. Iti1s a Subjelt of {fuch mnfinite Importance, that I need
make no Apology to the Houfe, 1n the prefent State of Things,
for recommending a prudent Forecaft .of the ruinous Confe-
quences, which muft inevitably attend the Civil War with our
Colonies, 1nto which this Nation 1s fo blindly and precipitately
driven by 1ts Minifters. The LEnormity of the LExpence, which
1 thall endeavour to explain to you under the {everal Branchus
this Day, 1s but the leaft Part of the Evil. Even what Admiui-
ftration would call Succefs, would be more 1rrecoverable Ruin,

by deftroymg the very Source of Wealth and Strength to this
A Country,

TH E noble Lord who prefides in the Department of the
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Country, than almoft any Aunticipation of the Revenue in the Firft
In{tance. '
* Thefe are Matters of fuch Importance, that I thould think myfelf
highly criminal, and a Deferter of the Truft repofedin me, as a
Member of Parliament, 1f 1 did not offer to the Houfe, with great
Deference, {uch Materials and Information as have fallen 1n my own
Way, in the Courfe of my beft Endeavours to obtain Information
for myfelf, on the Subje¢t of the public Revenue. Repofing my-
{felf upon that Candour of the Houfe which 1 have {o often expe-
rienced, I will endeavour to ftate a few plain Faéts and plamn Con-
fequences, without Partiality or Bias, without Refpet of Perfons,,
and without Fear or Favour.

It 1s fo much the more neceflary that we fthould come to fome
explicit Underftanding of thefe Matters, as the moft profound Se-
crecy and Concealment have been practifed to keep alarming Truths
from the publicEye, and falfe Pretences have been thrown out to amufie
the credulous Connidence of this Houfe. It 1snot many Months ago

(no longer than the laft Seflion) that any Member, who got up to
warn you of the ferious and fatal Confequcnces of the War then

recommended againdt America, was laughed at in his Place ; the
very Suggeftion was treated as being fo ridiculous, that the Mini-
{ter propofed to you to begin by difarming; by voting Four thoufand
Seamen lefs than you had kept the Year before; and not many
Days after the Meceting of the new Parliament, a Vote of a Three
-Shilling Land-Tax was propofed, with a View to {foothe the L.anded
Men into a confidential Comphiance with the Meafures of Admini-
ftration, and intc the Adoption of this fatal War. That this Step
was taken with no other View than to quiet and to prevent the
Alarms of theLanded Intereft 1s paft Difpute, becaufe the Vote for the
Threc Shilling Land-Tax was pafled before Chrifimas, though the
Bill was not brought n till after the Holidays; the Vote therefore
was ftudioufly thrown out betore-hand, to prevent the Difcontents
that might happen, and to miflead the Public into a fallacious De-
pendence, that a few fuperficial and vmimportant Difcontents in
America, asthey were then reprefented to be, would {foon be fubdued.
Under thisDeception, thel.anded Gentlemen inthis Houfe have been
trepanned by cevery Artifice, and the Public out of Doors have been
way-laid by cvery infidious Practice to induce them.to Acquicicence,
in the Dependence that Miniftry would guarantce their Country

agatnft
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againft the Evils only fuggefted by groundlefs Fear. Where arc we

npow ! Have not our Forebodings been ‘more than realized ! Has it
been arrant Folly in Adminiftration toé plunge u$ into our prefent Si-
tuation ? or, Has 1t beenr downright “I'reachery afore-thought, to
lead their unfufpecting Country Step by Step into an irreconcileable
Civil War, to dip Great Britain and Amersca in Blood, and to cut off
the Retreat to Peace and Safety ** |

- Which ever be the Cafe, the Adminiftration have now at leaft
forfeited all Claim to the Confidence of this Houfe and of the Pub-
lic. - We are now told with great Compofure, by thofe very Men
-who but a few Months ago laughed to'Scorn every foreboding Word
of Prudence, that the whole Power of this Country is unequal to
the Undertaking, and that however reafonable it might have been
laft Year to have forefeen the Immenfity of the War, yet that
Parhiament in the laft Seflion would not have been difpofed to have
granted more expenfive Aids, and therefore that no more were then
applied for, but that we are now dipt in, and muft wade through. If
an Army of Fifty thoufand Men, and One hundred Ships of

Force, are now found neceflary, the Word to Parliament is, vou
muft go through, there is no Retreat: It muft be done. Every
Corner of the Three Kingdoms is to be ranfacked for Recruits
every Power in. Europe 1s to be f{olicited for mercenary Aid;
every trading Veflel heretoforc employed i the American Com-
merce,, 15- now deftined to trantport the Mecans of deftroying the
commercial Wealth of Grear Britain, and all the Sources of its
naval Empire. ‘The noble Lord has announced to us, that he will,
upon the rgth of this Month, lay before us the moft fpeedy and
efteCtual Way of accomplithing thefec important Objes ; and that
1s, what 1 prefume, he calls laying betore us the State of the
Nation. . ‘

As 1 with the Public may na longer be deceived, but that they
may be put mto Pofleflion of the real State of Fafts, and of the
probable Expetation.of Confequences, I thall offer to the Houf
fome Motions for the proper Materials to be prepared and laid De-
fore us, to be our Guide and Affiftance in forming our Judgment
and Decifion.  The Three great Branches of national Expence
are, the Navy, the Army, and the Ordnance; and each gf thefo
Branches 1s divided nto T'wo Parts, viz, Expences which are voted
upon fpccific Etimates, aud Extraordinary Expences which are:in-
curred every Year m the Three Services, partly, at the Difcretion

0L
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of the refpe&tive Cammanders, and partly, at the Difcretion of the Mi-
niftry in their {feveral Departments. Thefe Extraordinaries.in former
T'imes were kept within narrow Bounds, but of late Years they
are grown to an enoermous Amount, almoft equal to the Expences
voted in each Service upon Eftimate; which Latitude, thus negh-
gently and tacitly allowed to Minifters .1n difpenfing the public
Purie, has been, and I fear will continue to be, the Caufe of a moft
rumous Walte of the public Revenue. As to the prefent Year, the
Houfe have before them all the Expences of the American War,
which have been formed into {pecific Eftimates : But the unmea-

{urable Part of the Expence will be in the fecret and hidden Clafs
of Extraordinaries, left to the unreftrained Difcretion or Demands

of Minifters, Commanders, Commiflaries, and Contra&ors. The
Houfe and the Public are amufed with nominal ‘Eftimates, while
this bottomle{s Gulph 1s open behind us, and not to be fatiated
but with the laft Farthing. If Experience can teach us Wifdom,
it 1s high Time that-we were poflefled of it. This Chaos of Ex-
traordinaries may, doubtlefs, be reduced to fome reafonable Shape of

Computation. Minifters will hardly tell this Houfe ferioufly, that
they have not the leaft Meafure of what they recommend or un-

dertake; nor, I think, would it be very decent for them to come
in the next Seffion with a boundlefs Demand of Debts incurred
upon the Confidence which we are now defired to repofe in them,
and to tell us then, we forefaw all thefe Expences, but we con-
cealed them carefully from you, that we might lead you infen-
{ibly on, '

‘Then let us forecaft the Account now.—1I fhall begin with the
Navy. The Motion which I thall make upon the Subjet of the
Navy 1s copied Word for Word out of the Journals upon a former
Occafion, and a very accurate Eftimate was made 1n Return, of
the probable Expence of the Navy, Article by Article.  Therefore
I am fure the Minifter can give us this Information if he will.

My Mortion 1s, ¢ That there be laid before this Houfe an Efti-
‘ mate of the probable Expence of his Majefty’s Navy for the pre-
fent Year, ddtinguithed under proper Heads, upon the Services
* voted by this Houte ; (hewing alio how far the faid Expence may
* probably exceed or fall thort of the Sums already voted for thofe
“ dServices 3 and alfo an Eftimate of the probable Expence of Tran-
“ dports and YiCtualhng during the prefent Year.'

' My
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My Second and Third Motions, refpeting the Extraordinaries
of the Army, and Ordnance for Land Service, are nearly to the

{ame Effe, viz.
¢ 'That an Eftimate of the probable Amount of the Extraor-

¢ dinary Services likely to be incurred by his Majefty’s L.and Forces
“ in One Year, from March 9th 1776, be prepared, and laid before

¢ this Houfe.”
‘ That an Eftimate of the probable Expence of the Office of

¢ Ordnance for Land Service during the prefent Year, over and
¢ above the Provifion already made in this Seflion of Parliament,
‘ be prepared, and laid before this Houfe.’

Thefe are the Materials which, as it {eems to me, are neceflary
for us to form our Judgment upon. Many of them may be efti-
mated with great Accuracy; and from the Experience and Affiftance
of the official Lights which the noble Lord has Accefs to, he
may give us a general View of the whole probable Expence of the
Year. This is what I fthould call laying the State of the Nation
before us. By this Time of the Year, which 1s the Month of
April, you ought to have formed your Plans. You cannot be

ignorant of the Number of Ships which are deftined for Sea Ser-
vice for this Year. You know the Complement of Men for each

Rate, therefore you may know by how many they will exceed the
Number of Seamen voted by Parliament. In the forming fuch an
Eftimate the Board of Admiralty can give you a Lift of the Seamen
to be employed, the Paymafter of the Marines can fend you the
Number of Marines. The Value of Stores contralted for and to
be purchafed for Ships, and Building-yards, and Rope-yards, ought
to be minutely known, or elfe how 1s the Navy to be provided ?
[ will read to you Three or Four principal Heads of Expence 1n
the Eftimate of the Navy, which was returned to this Houfe on
the 2d of May 1772 (and which is printed in the Journals) upon
the very identical Motion that I ofter to you now. Take them as
a Specimen that the Eftimates that I now afk for may be very me-
thodically made out, unlcfs you are determined to with-hold every

requifite Information from this Houlc.

- Fualue of Stores and Materials contracied for and to be purchafed for
his Mayefly's Ships and ¥ ards.
[Vages to inferior Officers and Workmen in bis Mayfly's feveral
Docl-yards, &c.
B I 1 qe
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Value of Stores and Muterials for the Ule of the feveral Rﬂ@e-

yards.
Wages to Seamen, calculated wupon the Liff recesved from the

Admiralty, of Ships to be employed at Sea m the Cawﬁ: of the

Year.
Value of Provifions to be purchafed, &c. &c.

Thefe are enough for a Specimen, the farther Dlﬁ'rlbutlon of |
the Heads of Naval Eftimates may be feen - the original Paper

itfelf in your Journals.
[Let us know what we are doing. What 15 1t that you cannot-

compute ¢ Have you not made Provifion for Stores, and Matenals.
neceflary to careen, repair, and refit your Fleet at Halifax? or, if:
that Place fhould fall into the Hands of the Provincials, Have
you made no f{upplemental Provifion for the Safety of the Navy:
at the Diftance of Three thoufand Miles? IL.et us have the Op-
tion, whethér we will {feek our Safety (more frugally at leaft)
by a timely Reconcihation with the once hofpitable Shore of Ame--
rica, or upon the Dependence of fome wild Eftimates of Admi-
niftration, made for Commifiaries and Contra&ors ; or, which is
moft probable, Muft we patiently ftand by the Confequences of

their total Neglet of every prudent and neceflary Precaution ?
As for the Extraordinaries of the Land Service, fome Eftimate

may likewife be made of them, as well as of the Naval Extraor-
dinaries ; or, how are they to be provided for? What elfe 15 to
gulde Adminiftration 1n the Execution of their own Plan? Does
not General Hpwe mform the Adminiftration from time to time
what Neceflaries he may ftand 10 need of ! His general Letters of
Requifition during the laft Campaign are now lying upon the Table;
and the noble Lord has told us, that the Mimniftry do from time to:

time receive Letters of more explanatory Detail, according as he
foretces fuch or fuch necefiary Services.  Look at the Bill of Extras
for the laft Year: Are they not clafled methodically into Heads,
ot Supply to the Forces at Bofton—at Montreal—Ruebec, &c.—Cloath-
g and Accoutrements-—Forase—Live Stock-—Vegetables— Beer, &c.
&c.  Have you calculated any ot thefe, to reduce them within
tome efhimable Compats? or do you merely hold out your Meafure
to the rumous Profution of Commifiaries and the mercilefs Avidity

ol Contra&tors ?
The
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The laft Eftimate of Extraordinarres that I apply for, 1s from
the Board® of Ordnance. Will you tell us, that they are ftill at
a Lofs for their Computation ! Is their Powder not yet thipped ?
Are theirGuns not yet caft ! Are their Scaling-ladders ot yet made?
Are their Baggage-waggons not- yet built ! Give us the beft Ac-
count you: have 5 if it be but an Eftimate of the Waggons

y

which were reviewed the other Day by the Mafter-General of the
Ordnance in Portman Square.

- You may give plain and dire& Anfwers to thefe Inquiries, if
you mean well : It 1s not a captious or perplexing Eftimate that
I atk for, to-an Ounceof Powder, or a Gun-lock, or a Hand-{pike,
I {peak- upan the Scale of Millions. You either cannot give thefe
E{timates, or you will not. 1f you will not, {peak out, that we

may kuow what we have to depend upon. If you acknowledge that
you cannot, then will you dare to undertake the Conduct of thatWar

of which you confefs your own Inability: to-form even an Idea or
an Eftimate ! Will this Houfe, will the Public at large commit.
a propoled Armament of Thirty, Forty, or Fifty thoufand Men,
with. a Hundred Ships of Force, at the Diftance of Three thou-

fand Miles and upon a Line of Aétion of Fifteen Hundred, with
the national Honour at Stake, to the Hauds of thofe Men, who

profefs their Inability to form any Eftimate but for the Emolu-
ment of Commiflaries and Contrattors ?

If the Minifter will condefcend to lay the true State of the
Nation fully before Parliament, the Queftion will then be fairly
before this Houfe and.the Public, whether they will with their
Eyes open enter into a Civil War, which m any Event muft feed
upon, and exhauft every vital Source of this Country, at the cer-
tain Expence of Ten or T'welve Millions for this Year ! Whether
they will double that Expence 1n the next Campaign ?. And whe-
ther they will in a Third Year commit themfelves, helplefs, ex-
haufted, and defencelefs, to the Mercy of France or Spain, and of
every Power 1n Euxrope that can build 1ts future Profperity upon our
Rum? Have we forgot that it was the Difcontent of Taxes and
Anticipations 1n the latt War that brought us down, when in the
full Career of Victory over the hereditary Enemies of this Country,
to L ecome the humble Suitors of a timid Peace? That it was this
Want of Forccaft m the Day of our then Profperity, which has in-
tatled upon us that l.oad of Milhions which both then and fince
have {cvercly ferved to quicken the Senfe of humiliating Retti-

1 tutions,
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tutions, and the Regret of Viftories wantonly thrown away ?—T*hen
let us be wifer now. ‘The Eftimates that .1 call for are not only
in the higheft Degree neceflary, but perfeétly praticable. To tell
us, that the Precedent from 'which T take my Example, of the
Naval Eftimates dclivered in 1772, ‘was imthe Time of Peace, is
only faying, that it was lefs neceffary then than it is now. My
only Reafon for making this ‘Motion now is, becaufe we are not at
Peace. Nor can the wifeft of us all forefee the Day, 1f you proceed
a fingle Step farther in thefe fatal Meafures, when this Country

may return to Peace again.
I have now explained to the Houfe the Subﬁance and View of

my Motions for Eftimates, which I fear will not be complied with,
as I fee no Token of Confent, or of any Difpofition on the other
Side of the Houfe, to depart from their cuftomary Secrecy and

Silence: 1f the noble Lord, with ‘his better Lights and {uperior
Abilities, ‘will lay before us the proper Eftimates and Information,
my End will be anfwered. 1f not, 1 can only offer to the Houfe
(what I could not offer to them as an Obje& of any Attention but
at a dead Lift) ‘my poor Services to hunt-out thefe Matters of In-
quiry, upon fuch Lights as are not confined within the Pale of

official Departments.
The whole Extent of my Propofition 13 this, either that the

noble L.ord would lay before this Houfe the beft Evidence and In-
formation upon the Cafe, by authentic Eftimates; or that he will
allow me to offer my conJe&mal Eftimates, as a Ground for the

Houfe to come to fome fafe Opinion upon; or that he will give
himiclf the Trouble to point out 1n what Parts he may think them

nmtuully erroneous.
Having no Wiih to mifreprefent, and hardly Room to exag-

oerate, 1 commit myfelf freely to the Candour of the Houfe in the
Invdhgwtlon of thofe neceflary Points of Information, i which we
arc not likely to receive any Affiftance from more authentic Efti-
mates. ] will endeavour to be as diftin&t and methodical as 1
can, at the fame Time trulting that the noble T.ord will not cavil
with me for little Matters,  Pomts of mmute Accuracy may be
referved for {fome other Day. A tew Thoufands more or lefs make

no Differcnce in my Argument, I {peak uwpon the Scale of
Alilthons, |

‘To
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To brmg the whole %CﬁlOIl into One Point of View we thould

ftate the following Particulars :

Firft, The Sums already voted upon Eftimate for L.
he ple{c,nt Year — — — 6,157,000
2dly, The Sum remaining to vote upon Eftimate,
Computed at — —_ — —_ — 750,000

3dly, The probable Excefs of the Expences of the
Navy, Army, and Ordnance, over and above
the Provifions already made, computed at —  §,300,000

i —

Thefe Three Sums will make the Total of the Ex-
pence of 1776 — — — — 12,207,000
| To which we muft add,
4thly, The Amount of the prefent out-ftanding

Debts, viz.
Navy Debt on 31 Dec. 1775 — 2,698,000
Exchequer Bills — — 1,250,000

Civil Laft Debt, as {tated by Lord Starr 800,000
o ' 4974—81000

Making a grofs Total of —  — 16,955,c00
Deduéting from this Total,

sthly, One Year's Produce of the ordinary Re-

venue, computed at — — — 4,950,000

The Remainder unprovided for will then be — — 12,005,000

If the Expence of the Extraordinaries {hould exceed the Propor-
tion above {tated, of which I can have no Doubt, 1f this Armament
£0es o1 accordmg to 1ts prefent Train, juft 1n tllc fame Proportion
will this laft unprovided Sum of Twelve millions and Five thoufand
Pounds be increafed.  T'o avoid the leaft Imputation of aggravating
NMatters, I have {tated the Extras of the Threc Services at no more
than Five millions Threc hundred thoufand Pounds; and T defire
that 1t may be remembered, that this was my Reafon: We may com-
pute the leaft poflible Sum, but the greatett poflible Amount 15 in-
Lomput..lbl(, I will not venture to Iay what that may be.  This 1s
the true State of the Qlc,fhon in One View, without Agoravation or
() olmnmg Upon the Balance of this Y(,.«.n there will remaim unpro-

vided for the Sum of T'welve Millions, or perhaps a great deal more.

C [ will



[ 10 ]

I will now enter as fhortly as I can into the Detail, to juftify the
Eftimates of the feveral Articles as I offer them to the Houfe ;
always remembering, as I faid before, that I fpeak upon the Scale
of Millions. ‘The Twelve Millions, which I ftate as remaining un-
provided for, may be Fifteen Millions; or, if it fhould poffibly prove
no more than ‘Ten Millions, though the Latitude feems very great,
yet, in my Opinion, the Argument 1s not altered; for I hope that
neither this Houfe, nor the Public at large being apprized, and in
their {fober Senfes, would be reconciled to faddle themfelves, at the
End of this Year, with an unprovided Sum of Ten Millions, for
a mere pofhible Pittance of Revenue from America, to be balanced
by the certain Deftruétion of national Commerce, and even that
poor poffible Pittance requiring to be collected and maintained by
a perpetual ftanding Force and Civil War,

But to return to the Articles of my Eftimate.

The Firft Article 1s the Amount of the Sums

already voted, being merely a Summation of |
the Articles as ftanding upon the Votes, - L. 6,157,000
‘The Second Article of Eftimates remaining to
vote, {tated at
I explain thus,
Militia to be embodied - §00,000
Sundry Services - - 250,000

e s Snmel S EEE——

17 §0,000

Total [. 750,000

As for the Eftimate of the Militia, I have taken it from your
Journals during the late War. 1 do not know that it will be voted at
all this Year; butthatit {feems reafonable to fuppofe, that the Miniftry
will not leave us unguarded at home, and becaufe a fpecial A& has been
pafled this Scflion to enable the King to doit. 1t 1s not to be ex-
pccred that I thould know whether the Whole s likely to be called
out, or only Part, or what Part or Proportion, for 1 verly believe
the Mimufiry do not know themficlves.  As to the T'wo hundred and
Iifty thoufand Pounds for {fundry Scrvices, 1 include fome Efti-
mates alrcady lymg upon the Table unprovided for.—The Decfici-
cncy of the IFunds of 1758—poflibly fome Deficiency of the Grants
of laft Ycar—pofhbly fome Coinage Expences—the Rebuilding of
Somerfel Houfey &c. &c.—So much for the Firft and Sccond Ar-
ticles 5 the Third 1s that which requires the moft Difcufiion,

The
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The Total of the Third Article being - - =« [. 5,300,000
I divide thus,

Naval Extras « f. 2,500,000

Army Extras - 2,500,000

Ordnance Extras - - 300,000

‘Total [f. 5,300,000

As for the Naval Extras, the fingle Article of Tranfport Service
and Victualling, will go deep into Two millions Five hundred
thoufand Pounds: There 1s an Eftimate which I have feen in Print,
drawn up by an experienced and able Hand, of all the neceffary
Attendances upon an Army of Thirty thoufand Men ; in that Efti-
mate, the neceflary Tranfports are ftated at T'wo hundred thoufand
Tons. Then compute T'wo hundred thoufand T'ons at Eleven Shil-
lings per Ton per Month or more, and add the Victualling Eftimates,
that 1s enough for the Firft Article towards the T'wo millions Five
hundred thoufand Pounds. ‘The next Article is beyond my Power
to {pecify 3 but I think I may venture to aflume, that the pre-
lent Armament of One hundred Ships of Force in Aierica cannot

poilibly be manned without Ten or Fifteen thoufand Men more
than the Number of Men as yet voted. Your Seamen, exclufive

of Marines, which are chiefly ufed as Land Forces, and many of
them now fhut up in Boffon, amount to but little more than Eightcen
thoufand.  Your American Armament {ingly would require that
Number. Your foreign Stations cannot be ftripped. The Ilaf? Indies,
the /7¢ft Indies, the Mediterranean, Newfoundland, your Home Guard,
many Convoys that will {foon be applied for (I have myfelf applicd
for One Convoy already) ought to be {upplied with as many more.
Calculate the Seamen, with thewr Bounty Money or Prefs Money,
and their ordinary Rate of Expence; then add, Stores confumed
and deftroyed, Provifions for Ships in Sca-Scervice, Intereit running
on upon Navy Bills, old Arrcars coming to Light, with an condlets
Cataloguc of never-fatling Trems, and T think T thall have out-gone

my Stint of T'wo milhions Five hundred thoutfand Pounds.
Compparing thefe Confiderations with the Amount of the Total
Naval lixpence of the carly Years of the Iate War 1557 and 1758, the
Refult s to the fame Conclulion @ thercetore T fhall pals on to the Sc-
cond Sum of Tywo millions Ifive hundred thoutfand Pounds calculated
for Army lixtras. It I could form any Guets of the Price of a Bufhel
of Wheat, or of a Sack of Oats, trantperted by IForee of Arms from
Lieubr
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Bear Key to Ticopderoga, or Crown-Pomnt, 1 might hope to make
fome Impreflion upon this Eftimate. It muft put to Scorn al
Eftimates from German Extraordinaries; and yet the Extraord-
naries for feveral Years of the late War, for Forage and Provifions,
amounted to Four or I'ive millions per Annum. The petty Extra-
ordinaries of a few Men, circumicribed within the Peninfula of
Boftin for a few Months, has amounted by the Accounts of the laft
Year to an enormous Sum ; then what Eftimate fhall we form for
a Twelvemonth’s Provifion and Forage for an Army of Thirty or
Forty thoufand Men at the Diftance of Three thoufand Miles from
Home, befieging and befieged, fpread, or atleaft expecting to be
{pread, over that immenfe Continent, but without One hofpitable
Acre to afford them Suftenance! It is out of my Bounds to under-
take the Calculation. IfI have not over-rated the Total, it is enough
for my Argument; and I fear, when the Bill comes to be paid, 1t
will be more than enough for us all. As to the Office of Ordnance,
One Word will fettle that Account ; their ufual Stint during the
laft War for Extras was Three hundred thoufand Pounds a Year.
In' the Year 1775 they got up to Two hundred and Twenty-three

t houfand Pounds for Extras; and I dare believe, that their Induftry
will not be backward to {uppurt thc good old Cuftom of a round

Sum for unaccounted ki xtras.
Having, as I hope, verified my Eftimate for the Extras, and clearly
having not over-rated them, I am returned to my Firft Total of the

Expences of 1776, as ftated above at - - f. 12,207,000
The Amount of the prefent out-ftanding Debt,

as already explained, - - - - 4,748,000
The Total of the Supply of 1776, added to the

Debts outftanding, amounts as before ftated to 16,955,000

As for the Amount of the ordinary Revenue, s

there cannot be much Difpute.
A Four Shilling Land-Tax, and the Malt-Duty,
y'ic-]d nett about _ -

- L. 2,250,000
The Sinking Fund, upon an Average of Five

Y cars, fomewhat lefs than - 2,700,000
Total - - 4,9 §0,000
The Remainder therefore unprovided for will '

be, as I ftated it before - - - 12,006,000
| But
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But that | may not feem to exaggerate, I do not ftate that it is
indifpenfible to provide for the Whole of the Twelve Millions, be-
caufe I know it has been cuftomary, though not commendable, to
{uffer an out-ftanding Debt of T'wo or Three Millions. And to be
perfetly explicit, I withto ftate the precife Sum which will be ne-
ceflary before the End ofthis very Year to place us in the fame Con-
dition as we were before the AmericanWar. 1think itvery fair to take
my Line, from the noble Lord’s own Condu&, refpecting the out-
{tanding Debt. In his Adminiftration, the Navy Debt has been re-
duced as low as One million and Eighty-two thoufand Pounds, and
the Exchequer Bills to One Million. I {hall therefore on this Head
throw in another Million, and ftrike off Three Millions from my
laft Total of Twelve Millions. ‘The noble Lord’s own Conduét

"~ marks what even a Minifter thinks to be the reafonable Line of In-
dulgence, and juftifies me in faying, that the lealt Sum to be raifed,
which can be fufficient to reftore this Country to that Degree of
‘Eafe and Affluence (fuch as it was) which we enjoyed before this
American War, muft be Nine Millions. 1 make no Demands of
impracticable Aufterity, with any View to aggravate; but I ftate the

fimple and certain Difterence, fuch as it will be at the End of this
Campaign, with the Situation 1 which a commendable At-

tention of the noble Lord in the early Parts of his Miniftry had
once placed us. 1 call it the certain Difterence of Nine Millions,
becaufe there can be no Doubt that the Extras, as eftimated at Five
Millions ‘Three hundred thoufand Pounds, muft be much below the
Mark ; if {fo, the Refult of the Whole 1s this, that the Nation
muit be prepared to {fupport the Burden of Ten or T'welve Millions
at the End of this Year for the American War.

I have often {tated thefe Matters to the noble Lord i this Houfe,
without any Correftion from him as having over-rated them. 1 told
the Country Gentlemen both laft Year and this Year, that they muft
take their Leave of a Three Shilling Land-Tax ; the Fourth is mort-
gaged 1n Perpetutty. If you are already Ten or T'welve Millions decp,
where willyou bein the next Year, and the next? and what Taxes or
IFunds are you provided with, or can you find! A noble Perfon (the
Earl of Stair) has given us a very accurate State of the public Revenue,
and has fhewn that the annual Surplus, even of a Four Shilling Efta-
blithment, 1s but about Five hundred thoufand Poundsa Year: How
as this Pittance to clear ofta Debt of Ten Millions? or, 1f you go

on with thefe dcftructive Mcalures, perhaps Twenty or Thirty
D Millions.
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Millioens.. Take off the Fourth Shilling, and you wili find the Re-
mainder barely equal to your Peace Eftablifhment ;. therefore the
Fourth Shulling upon Land 1s all that you have left to clear your
Debts, or to provide for future Contingencies, till the Landed Gen-
tlemen fhall confent to give Six Shillings in the Pound. '
. I have endeavoured to draw up my Motions, argumentatively
dependent upon each other, in the Manner and Order that I have
opened them, viz. The Services of 1776,—the Debts out-ftanding,—
theordinary Ways and Means,—and the Deficiency unprovided for.—
‘T'hat they may {tand upon-your Journals, as a Caveat at leaft entered
before thele fatal Meafures -are 1rretrievable. But as I do not medn
to throw out any falfe Colouring, either to the Houfe, or to the
Public by the Means of your \?otés, and as One of my Refolu-
tions contains a Recital of the total Navy Debt, left therefore it
fhould appear that I made a Demand for the Payment of the Whole,.
I fhall offer to the Houfe a {fubfequent Refolution, explaining what
Proportion.of the Navy DebtI do think 1t necefiary to have difcharged,
tor the bétter Security of Public Credit, - viz, The Navy Bills out-
{tanding, or at leaft {fuch Part as now carry Intereft at Four per
Cent. amounting to about One Million Six hundred thoufund Pounds.
(exclufive of Interefl) as appears by a Paper laid this Day upon your
Table at my Requeft. The Paper is mttuled An Account of Navy,
Victyalling, and Tranfport Bills outflanding on the 29th of Feb. 1776,
The Reafons which mduce me to offer this Mcafure to the Houfe,
arc in my poor Opinion of {fome Importance. If you look at your
Navy Debt, or upon the Paper juft now prefented, you will fce
that there are more Bills of Credit now outftanding than. in any
Year for ‘the Firft Five Years of the late War, when we had the
greate{t Powers in Eurgpe to contend with.  What Defcription of
mine, or even what pollible Exaggeration, could paint the prefent
State of this Country in more alarming Colours! At the very
Outfet of this War we are driven to the fame Shifts, which we
were not driven to i the late War, till we had attawned every Ob-!
jc& of ity and till by the vigorous Exertion of a great Mmifter we
had girt the Globe with Conqueft.  When every Nerve had been
{u long ftrained, and fo {fuccefsfully, fomething might then havebeen
faid for flackening theSprings, and ckin%out with Expcdients ; butto
begin with fecret Shifts and hazardous Expedients, what 1s that but
confcfling: to a Certainty, that you forefce the Enormity of the

Lxpence; that yeu take every Means of concealing it” from the
Pl]hlif
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Public Eye ; that you know and fecl the Inability of your Country
to fupport a Civil War, which will deftray every Source of its
Strength and Power ; but that you are fecretly and treacheroufly
meditating to lead us on, confiding as we are, uninformed, and un-
{fufpefting as you would have us to be, Step by Step to Ruin?

The Public have been alarmed, and perhaps not without Reafon,
upon fome fuppofed Meafures of the Bank, with refpedt to Navy
Bills.  Where-ever there are Myfteries in Matters of Importance
Sufpicion is juftihable. Immediately after the Navy Debt was moved
for in Parhament, it was announced, that the Bank had ftopped.
their Hands in buying up Navy Bills, and they fell to a Double Dif-
count.. It was the calling for the Navy Debt that firft brought to
light the total Amount of .the outftanding Bills, which on the 31ft
of Dec. 1775 was greater than 1n any of the Five Firft Years of the
late War. The Public concluded very naturally, that there was
fome fecret Underftanding between the Miniftry and the Bank upon
this Subject.. Doubtlefs buying up the Navy Bills by the Bank was
a voluntary A& of their own, even 1if 1t were concerted with the
Miniftry; but ftill the Circumitances, taken altogether, appear {uf-

pIClous. Why fhould thic Ban/t Lave prevented themielves, as they
feem to have done, from purchafing Navy Bills at the Double Dif-
count ! For the Moment they left oft U uymg the Difcount became
double. Why fhould they even fcem to be afiifting to Government
in their Syftem-of contracting Debts {ecretly and underhand ! "Fhis
1s tender Ground. - It was not originally any Sufpicion of mine; but
I confefs I took 1t from a Paper circulated, and which 1T beliove
was fent to moft Members of this Houfe, ftating, that the Bank
had advanced above Eight Millions to the T'reafury, upen diftaut
Funds out of the Reach of Circulation, to the great Rifque of Pub-
lic Credit, 1f that.be fo, 1 {till think, as I did when it was firtt
{uggefted to me, that it is a moft dangerous Syftem.  Its Teudency
is to convert the Bank of Lingland mto a mniiterial Engine of State;
and the Danger nothing lefs, than making the executive Power inde-
pendent on the Knowledge and Confent of Parliament for Money.,
May not 'I'wenty-four DircCtors, i fome future Time, be prevarled
upon materially to facrifice the Intereft ot the Proprictors at larpe
to ferve a Minifter ! Even in the Cafe jult mentioned, it was a for-
tunate Incudent for the Mintltry, that, juill at a’l'ime when it was
their Object to get what Advauce of Money they could in feeret, the
Bank thould feem ftudhous to take up thar Navy Bills at- Halt the

| Difcount.
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Difcount to which they fell, upon the very Day on which they ceafed
to purchafe. I repeat it again, this is tender Ground: More fo

than 1s generally imagined.
1 believe no one can doubt the Refponfibility of the Bank of Eng-

land : But any Bank, whether public or private, may be broken,
notwithftanding a very certain final Refponfibility of paying T'wenty
Shillings in the Pound, and even a great Surplus remaining. It 1s
a ready Refponfibility that muit fupport any Bank at a Pinch; diftant
Funds, out of Reach, will not give Support againit a fudden Alarm
and Run. Any Indifcretion of the Bazk in advancing large Sums
upon very diftant Funds, may be extremely hazardous to them{elves,
and to every private Shop, which by Habit and gradual Cuftom con-
{iders Bank Notes to be as good as Com. ‘They are all upou one
Bottom. 1 have not all the Alarms about Paper Credit that fome
Gentlemen have, particularly not aboutBank Paper; but {till I think
1t a Point of material Prudence, that the Bank {hould not be too free
in advancing Millions upon very remote Funds., This 15 a very im-
portant Point. I hope that I have touched it tenderly. 1 think I
need fay no more in {upport of my laft Motion, for making a fatif-

fatory Provifion for the outftanding Navy DBills, |
I will now ftate my Motions as they follow each other argu-

mentatively.in Order:
¢ That 1t appears to this Houfe, That the Supplies

¢ already voted in.this Seflion amount to the Sum L.

¢ (or thereabouts) of  —— — — 6,157,000
¢ exclufive of feveral other Services as yet un-

¢ provided for — — —_ — R XN

¢ That it is the Opinion of this Houfe, That the

¢ Expence of the Navy for the Year 1776 may

¢ probably exceed the Provifions hitherto made

‘ by Parlhlament, to the Amount of  ~— ~—— 2,500,000
¢ That it is the Opinion of this Houfe, That the

¢ Extraordinaries of the Land Forces for One

¢ Year, from March ¢, 1776, may probably

¢ amount to the Sum of — —
* T'hat it is the Opinion of this Houfe, That the
é

Expences of the Office of Ordnance for Land
¢ Service for 1776 may probably exceed the
* Provifions hitherto made 1in this Scthon by the
‘* Sum of e — s 300,000

‘ That

2,500,000
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¢ That 1t appears to this Houfe, That there are
‘ Exchequer Bills outftanding, charged upon the
‘ Firft Aids of this Seffion, to the Amount in L.
¢ principal Money of — — — 1,250,000
“ "T'hat 1t appears to this Houfe, T'hat the Navy Delt
‘ on the 31ft of Dec. laft amounted to the Sum
¢ (or thereabouts) of . — — —
¢ That 1t 1s the Opinion of this Houfe, T'hat for the
¢ better- Security of Public Credit it would be
‘ proper to proyide for the Navy, Vi&ualling,
¢ and Tranfport Bills,. outftanding on 29th Fes.
‘ 1776, amounting to the principal Sum of
¢ 2,308,000 /. or. thereabouts (exclufive of In-
¢ tereft already due) or at leaft for fuch Part of
‘ the faid Bills as do at prefent carry Intereft at
¢ 4 per Cent. . |
-1 have now {ftated all that I have to: offer on the Subje& of the
prefent State of the-Nation, and.its Revenue, which I addrefs. {pe-
cially to the noble Lord who is Chgncellor of the Exchequer. It
is not the Firlt Time that I have addrefled him upon that Subjelt,

and to this very Effect. 1 have done it many Times in this Seffion,
both before and fincc C/.’:fj?nm'.r; but he lias alwuys coufined -himfelf

to; géneral Terms. No repeated Applications have. been able to
extort any Thing explicit’ from him, How can the noble Iord
juftify fuch Secrefy and Silence, and Backwardnefs to communi-
cate Information to this Houfe at this-important Crifis? It is the
Duty. of his Office to be. aftive and vigihaut, and forward to ap-
pnze this Houle in time of evefy impagrtant Circumftance, and not
to leave the Bufthen wpon private and vninformed Members of
_drag‘gi_ng every unwilling’ Eftimage inte Day-light, - Why will he
not cultivate the Confidence of the Haufe by fair and open Dealing #
‘What Intereft ¢an;the noble Lord have in'keeping us in a State of
Deception ! Is he afraad, that if the whole Truth were laid before
us, this Houfe and'the Public would be. lefs fanguine in the Protes
cution of the dmeticap War ¢ 1 remember the Day when the noble
L.ord told us, that others were more fanguine and impaticnt thay
himfelf. What are we to think of thys Inconfiftence, that he fhould
{ufter humfelf to be.driven to cvery fanguinary Meature, contrary to
his own better Judgment ! He profefles the moft ¢armeft Dofire for
Peace, .but fubmits .to gnd dupports - cvery Meafure aud Principlo
1D of

2,698,000

L
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of the moft fabguinary Kind.  Tn the very Beginning of this Sef-
fion he exclaimed with the ‘moft apparent Earnefthefs and Since-
rity,  Would to God that 4ll Things were 'as they ‘were 1n 1763 !
He exprefly declared his’ R‘ea_di“ﬁéfs to difpefife with Taxation; he
has even propofed Terms with America (fuch as they are) which
at leaft proves, ‘that he does not mamtain the Doétrine of uncondi-
tional Submiifion ; the next Day, perhaps, he‘is taken to Tafk, and
infulted publicly before us all; for his Indolénce and Inactivity ;
then again he refumes his Taxation and compulfory’ Reventie : He
fubmits to be the mere Inftrument, of carryitig through this Houfe
every mercilefs and vindi€tive A€t that is 'ﬁggeﬂed‘t’ohifn; and
very placidly acquiefces with the neble L.ord lately advanced to the
Head of the American Départment, who'declares 1 the moft pe-
remptory Tone, that he will reduce America to unconditioned Sub-

mifiion with Fire and Sword. - B | o
The Place of Firft Lord of the Treafury has ufually been con-
fidered as the Poft of Miniftér; but whether it be from Indelence
or Indifpofition to the Service, we know' not; - certain however
it is, that the prefent noble Lord in that Office {uffers himfelf to
be controuled and fuperceded, at leaft in American Meéafures. A
Secretary of State for the American Department 1s introduced, to
oive Vigour to languinary M‘egfures_, To counteract the mwore paci-
fic Difpofition of the apparent Minidter, leit -the Houfe' fhould
catch the relenting Mood, which in Truth they appear very weld
difpofed to, whenever the noble Lord at the Head of ‘the Trea-
fury gives the leaft Opening. Thefe-are the Difpofitions which
all his Friends (and I myfelf am not without my Partialities: to
him) wifh to fee confirmed into {teady and petfevering Principles
of A&tion. Why will-he not juftify the favourable ©pinion of his
Friends, by a manly Adherence to the Line of lemernit Juftice.? - 1€
thefe Principles are not merely tranfitory and complexional in him,
let him confirm them by his AQions." If he'will takea ‘decided
Part now, according to:his Profeflions, and not:{uffef Khimfelf to
be over-ruled by fome fecret and deftruétive Influence, -he may give
Peace to his Country and to America. 1t is an important Moment
that does not fall to every Man’s Lot. A manly Steadmefs) and
Exertion of that Influence which he poflefles, may refcue his
Country from all the Horrors of a Civil War; and when I have
faid thus much to him, his own R‘eﬂe&ion”will’*ﬁxﬁgé&;rt'o him,
that the Man who has {o much in his- Powet;'and negleéts'the Ex-
ertion,
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“ertton, ‘either through Indolence or any private oriperfonal Views,
will have a very heavy Load of Guilt lying at his Door.

. However, Sir, for the prefent, and with refpe&t to the Materials
which I have now offered to the Houfe, I fhall confine my Ad-
drefs to the noble. L.ord as Chancellor of the Exchequer, diftinct
fromithe efficient and refponfible Minifter of the American War; a
Diftinétion which perhaps he may nét be difpleafed with at prefent,
and which he may find i1t very material to be able hereafter to
g [ now fubmit myfelf to. the ‘neble Lord's Comment and Cor-
rection, 1f:I have fallen into'any matérial Error an miy Calculations :
1f not, ] will, under Favor of the Houfe, referve myfelf for a‘few
Words!upon the general Subje& of the American Civil War, whieh
it 1s the fole and ultimate Objet of all my Prayers and Liabors to
avert. | | | - -
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- Interefted as I am ‘not to incur the Difpleafure or flight Opinion
of the Houfe, which muft have been my Punithment if I had
prefumed to‘make myfelf fo much the Obje& of their Attention, as
1 have doné: this ‘Day, upon frivolous, crude, unwarranted, or
undigefted Materials, 1 now addrefs them with more Confidence,
as the noble'Lord-has neither denied, nor even contefted, any ma-
tertal Falt or probable Calculation which I have oftered to you.
He has not entered much into Detail; but he has told us 1n gencral
Terms, that the Expence muft be enormous; that no Eftimate
could be made that could give any Satisfation to Parliament
(which 1s but poor Encouragement'to procced); that 1t lias not
been ufual to forecaft, or to provide for the actual Expences of cach
Year within the Year, but that 1t may bc"Propcr to providé ‘foi a
few Navy Bills; and thouwgh. he has not confented to hav? authenti¢
'E{\l'im:ltéé' aid' Lefote thé'Houfe; yet e has' given a “dil Cotfir

M ALLOT
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mation’ to mipeg as not-being exaggeérated; but probably- much
under-rated. .77 " S S
‘Upon this Warrant. from the Changellor of the Exchequer, I
will now apply myfelf to.another nohle Lord, lately advanced to
the Head of the Ameiican Départment, .and who is therefore to be
conflidéred as {fanding in the Place:of efficient and refponfible Mi-
nifter for the prefent Civil War.  As to the Firft Lord: of the
T'reafury, his Meafures have been vilified; his Plans have been ri-
diculed ; he has been publicly reproached in this Houfe with Indo-
lence. ‘The other neble Lord, who is'not of a Difpofition to be
~diftated to,. 15.now brought forward to: reftore Firminefs to our
Counfels:  He will turn over a new Leaf: He will infpise néw
Vigor mito this Civil War : His Principles and Condu& ‘have al-
ways beeri confiftent : He declares uniformly and repeatedly, in the
moft peremptory Tone, that he will never confent to any Treaty
with the Colonies whatfoever, previous to unconditional Submiffion.
L.et this noble Lord now lgok at the Work that he has undertaken,
and the Support that he 1s likely, to receive from his Colleagues in
Office. 'Will he fit patiently in his Place, and hear the Chancellor
of the Exchequer admit the Enormity of the Financial Provifions
neceflary, yet openly declaring in the Houfe that he will not

make thofe llcccﬂ‘ary ["1uvifions ? |
I appeal to the Houlfe, if the noble I.ord, who is Chancellor

of the Exchequer, did not admit my Effimates of the probable’Ex-
pence of this Year to be under-rated, at the fame Time declaring
that he would not make Provifion for them, in this Year’s Account,
but leave them to Time and Chance ! concluding with telling us,
that it might be proper to, provide for a few. Navy Bills.. ...

Would the great Mimifter of the late War have patieptly fubs
mitted to {uch an undifguifed Declaration} No; mor wouyld, he
under thofe Conditions have ftood refponfible, 'I do not mean to
inftigate the War: No one will {ufpet me of that ; but I apply.te
the Difcretion of thofc Men who have undcrtaken it.  Granted, that
they can full think it may be within the Limits of Potlibility to
make a Conquelt of America (which I think Madnefs) ; yct without
Concert, without Union, without Scamen ; your Levies not raifed,
your Tranfports not hired, your Embarkations already Two
Months after their Time, and {ill not 1y Forwardnefs; your
Chancellor of the Exchequer ftarving the Service; Ong of:your
Commanders dcgjaring,in his Place i thys Howle,: for hunfelt :apd

| R | lus
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his Colleagues, that the Service was unfought; Will not Migifters
paufe for a Moment ! Is the Profpect {o encouraging, or do they
not begin to {yfped that they have undertaken more than they can
accomplith, at Jeaft in the Pifunion and Diftrattion of their prefent
Counfels ? It is now avowed, that we are too late to expect the
Conqueft of America in this Campaign; that Point has {lipt al-
ready ; fet down Ten or Twelve Millions mere for that ﬂeepy Fit.
T apply to the Prudenee of Minufters, whether in the prefent Cir-
cumftances at leaft, they may nat think i1t advifable to relax from
the peremptory Terms of unconditional Submuffion. |

The whole of my Objeét in applying to you this Day, 1s to fub-
mit to the Confideration of the Houfe, and of the Public, whether
for the Sake of Juftice, and upon a Review of the State of the Na-
tian, and of all the Confequences which muft attend this fatal War,
they will not think it reafonable and expedient (if this Armament
muft proceed) tofend at the fame Time a folemn, clear, diftind,
and unambiguous Specification of juft and honourable Terms to be
offered to your Colonies, previous to any further Aéts of Hoftility.
I think that Parliament owe to their own Dignity, and to the
Homnour of the Kingdom which they reprefent, to fet up the Stand-

ard of National Juftice upon that Ground. I do not take it as a
funple Propofition, either of Cuucefion or Accommodation, but of

indi{penfable Juftice, as connefted with thefe Armaments of Ven-
geance which you are preparing. Let it be avowed openly and un-
equivocally to every Member of the Conftitution, that the Briifb
Government knows no other Foundation, and acknowledges no
other Principle for its Title or Demands, but the Compa&t of
rational Obedience and conditional Submiflion. I take my Line
" from the Addrefs and Petition of the Corporation of the City of
 London lately prefented to the Throne. ‘That Addrefs will remain
to the lateft Times a perpetual Teftimony and Memorial of their
Prudence and Diligence to dive&t, as far as their Influence can ex-
- tend, the Movements of Government by Juftice and Reafon, and
of their Earnefinefs and Zeal for the Support of good Order and
juft Obedience, as long as Government will abide by their Part of
the Compa&t. No People can be bound to furrender their Rights and
I aberties in Return for Prote¢tion.  When any Government make
fuch Demands, the Compact 1s void.  Thefe are bold and manly
Principles. "They are the Pillars of our own Conftitution.  T'hat
I¢ great
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great and refpectable Corporation, the City of London, have taken
a decided Part worthy of themfelves., They earneftly implore his.
Majefty, through the Means of Parliament, to aflure the Colonies.

- that they fhall be protected in their Rights and Liberties, and upon

that Ground to demand, 1n return, rational and contented Obedi-.
ence.. Let the Juftice of the LegHlature ftand vindicated in the

- Conteft, and they offer their Hands and Hearts to {upport you..

In a confederate State, where there are Dependences. and Subordi-

nations, the Term of a Supremre Legiflature has a- very- 1ntelligible
Import ; but an arbitrary’ Legiflature 1s as totally- repugnant: to.
every Prnciple of found and juft Government, as an- arbitrary

Monarch.. Realon 1s the Law to Legiflatures, and the Meafure of
Obedience to Subje&s.

Whatever be the Event-of this unhappy-Civil Conteft; the City
of London, as a very important Member of the State, have dif-
charged: their Duty with Prudence and Firmnefs.. They have not

prefumed to dictate the Terms; but- upon: the meoft liberal Prin-

ciples, they have fuggefted, that the Fundamentals of this Gevern-.
ment, which are Taxation- by Reprefentatives, and: Security -of

-h

~ Charters, ought, in the Spirit of Juftice, to be confirmed to all
Parts of the Britifh Dommious. I think that 1t now remains with

us, in Conjunétiorr with the other Branches. of. th_e Legiflature, to.
fulfill our Parts:  If-we neglect-this Step of Juftice now, the fu-.
ture national Reproach will-lyc at our Door. 'The Anfwer which
the City of London have received, too plamnly imports unconditional
Submifiion, or no- Peace. Whoever has advifed that Anfwer, and
{till takes upon himfelf to perfift-inflexibly in thefe Principles, has.
in my Opinion-taken a very defperate Refponfibility upon him{elf;

[f Mini{lers ‘have no- Regard for the Honour and Juftice of
their Country, let ‘them at leaft paufe for One Moment; and
before they cut off all Retreat, let them reflect upon their pre-.
{int Enterprize and- future Refponfibility.:- And. firft, I apply
mylclt to the Wifdom of the Houfe upon-the Arguments. of Pru-. .
dence, which the prefent State of the Nation, as. I have endea-.
voured to kay it before you, fcems to- me wrelittibly to fuggeft ; 1
then addreds myfelf to the nobile I.ord at the Head of the Awmerican.
Department, to renind him ot his own Reli)()llﬁl{ility, and I make
my ‘Tender to him of the Propofition of conditional 'Pcrms._, as
arifing out of the Addrets of the City. of Londen ta the IK},mg.
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I' have drawn up the Sentiments of that Addrefs, in 2 Form of"
an Addrefs from the Houfe to the King, which I confefs appears.
to me moft indifpenfable, and which, with great Deference, but'moft
earneftly, I' recommend to thie Confideration of the Houfe: The
Subftance of . the Propofition is,to put the American. Colonies
npon the fame Foeting of Taxation that freland is; and always has
been ; and to give them Security for Charters. If you do not me-
ditate to mtroduce the fame Innovations into the Mode of Taxation:
in lreland; which you have attempted in America, then put them
both upen the fame Ground, and let them.be mutually a Security
to each other. 'Fhe Example of Ireland 15 entirely pertinent to the
Cafe of the Colonies; your Provinces in America have always.
hitherto been upen.the fame fame Footing 1n Taxation as freland.
Let them be fimply replaced as-they were, and then the Principles
anid Uniformity of your Provincial Governments in all your De-
pendencies. will be maintained. Your Colonies. in. their late
humble and: dutiful Petition to-the King, have imphecitly fubmitted:
themielves to his Wifdom and gracious Interpofition,. to prefcribe

the Terms.of Peace: Then let thefe T'erms precede your Alts of:
'\rengﬁancei A:ﬂbre ta them the gacuritj" of dhelir RightS-and Li-*

berties, and then make your Demand of Submiflion..

One Word, Sir, of Apology for myfelf.. My. Situation is at-
prefent diftrefling to me. 1 have {o often. troubled you upon the-
Subjet.of America, which 1 confefs engrofles all my Thoughts,
that I do not know how to trefpafs upon your Patience any.further, |
efpecially at the Conclufion-of an intricate Debate upon the State of
the Nation. Buthaving fet before you on.the one Side the very alarm-
ing, though real State of Things, 1f 1 do not.on the other Hand"
ofger to you the Alternative, by which you may avert the Calamities
impending upon this.Country, my Work will be mcomplete, and .
the ultimate Object of 1t will be fruftrated. Let me entreat you to .
open the Doar to Reconciliation and Peace, and not to drive them
from you while they are yet within your Reach.  \With the Per-
miflion of the Houfe 1 will rcad to you an Addrefs to the King
for ipecific Trerms of Peace to be offered to the Colonies.. T will.
importune you no farther, but to recommend 1t to the ferious Con-
fideration ot the Houfe, 1 with T might add, to their Adoption,
that 1t mught receive the Weight of their Sanction and Authority.
betore 1t be too late,.
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- It T5 .as follows:

I'JF-L
F'ir

¢ forth, . Tlhat this Houle; hivihg taken 'into their ferions Con-
¢ fideration the wery alariming State of the prefent Difturbances
¢ in Ameriggy and the runeus Profped thence arifing to the
¢ Coinmerce -and- Public Credit of thefe Kingdoms, .and ro

¢ the Safety of all bis Majefty’s Domuuons, together with the
¢ enormous Debt, Defictencies, and boundlefs Expence which
¢ every Day and. Hour accumulate, out of Meafure, in this
¢ deftruthive and exhaufting Civil War; and that his Majefty’s

¢ fmthful Commons bemg ‘moft ‘anxious to provide for the
¢ Peace, Profperity, and Security of all his Majefty’s Domi-

% "That an huthble Addrefs be pue&nted to his Majcﬁfr, fetting

‘ monsy-and to fave the LEffufion of Blood, #nd thillking that -

¢ the moikprobable Means of reftoring Peace to his Majefty’s
¢ Subjelts ' America, and of fecuring their conflitutional De-
¢ pendence on Great Britain, would be, to empower his Com-
¢ mifhoner or ‘Commuiffioners to offer to them fome fpecific

¢ Lmnc gfirationalgdbedience, igftead @-fﬂ;tm(mm;dit:iﬁizzlSul:-1'11-,;1.'-&_*_,5~

¢ fign, and te gﬁi’%}'mhemﬂﬂhm‘ﬁce of:;fl_ied»refs to all their rea~
* foiiableComplabnts of Crievancee, tagether with a full Secu~
¢ rity of all their conftitutional Rights; beg L.eave to recom-

* mend to his Majefty to give Inltrutions to his Commiffioner

“ or Commiflioners to' iflue a Proclamatign 1n his Majefty’s
¢ Name, declaring, That his Majetty’s Colonies in America

¢ fhall be;put upon the fame &ooting of giving and granting

- # their ‘'own Money, by their own Reprefentatives, ds his

¢ Majefty’s Subje€ts nin Ireland are] and always have been;

“ and that all:\Charters -which have at any Time been granted
‘. to any of the {aid Colonies by his Majefty, or any of his Prgy
¢ deceflors, thall be confirmed and fecured to them; and to
¢ aflure his Majefty, that this Houfe will give his Majeﬂg
¢ cvery poflible Affiftance to put fuch Aflurances into full Effe

* and Kxecution,’
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