In Proviacial Congrefs,
Concord, _4pril 15, 1775. |

1‘ ]{E_RE .fIS' "t /.'_.f.?.f f””‘-‘?/‘:‘."' !.f.'e‘.r'{:z/?:/:'ou.r Sovereion of the Univerfe, in Juft
7y Indiguation agiiifl the Sins of a Feople loug bleffod with incftimable Prrvi-
leges, civil and rdigions, to [uffer the Plots of wicked Men on both Sides o
the Atlmitcik, who for incny Years bave taceffanily laloured to Jap the Founaation
of our pubdlic Libertics, o far 1o ficceed 5 that we fie the New-England Colones
relicod to the wagratefi! Altcnative of a tame Sulmiffion to a State of abfolute
f"";f"'f.rﬂ{gr to ihe Wil of a dcfpotic Mizifler—or of preparing themfetves jtn’ea?/{y fo
dofent, at tie Hazard of Life, the unalizuable Rights of themfelves and Tojhri{y,
asaiaft the avowed Hoflilitics of their Pareni State, who opunly threatens to wreft
their fiom their Hauds by Fire and Sword.

In Circamflances dark as thefe, it becomes us, as Men and Chriftians, to refle®
that, whilft every prudeut Meafure frould be taken 10 ward off the impending Juds-
nzznle, <r prepare to all a proper DPart under then when they come ; at the /fu?ze
iz, all Confidcrce vuft be with-Pold from the Mcans we ufe ; and rcpa/éd ouly on
that GOD who rules in_the Armies of Heaven, and without whofé Bluffing the beft

Duman Counfels are but Foolifbicfs—and all created Power Vanity ;

It is the I{appinef: of his Church that, when the Powersof Earth and Hell com-
bine againfl it, and thofe who fbould be Nurfing Fathers become its Perfecutors—
then t2e Throne of Grace is of the caficft Acccfs—and its Appeal thither 15 gracioufly
vewiied by lhe Fatber of Merctes, wey wvas afoced ity that when his Children ask
Brcad he will not give them a Stone :

THEREFORFE, in Compliance with the landable Pra&ice of the People of GOD in all
Agcs, with humible Regard to the Steps of Divine Providence towards this opprefied,
turcatenced and cndanzered People, and cfpecially in Obedience to the Command of
Hcaven, that binds us 19 call ¢u biun in the Das of Trouble,

ESOLTED, That it be, and hereby is recommenlded to the good People of thisColony,
of all Denominations, That THURSDAY the Eleventh Day of Aay next be fet apart
as a Day of Pubiic HHumiliation, Tafing and Prayer ; that a total Abdincnce from fervile
Labor and Recreation be obferved, and ail their religions Afemblics folemnly convencd, to
kumble themficlves before GOD under the heavy Judgmenis fele and feared, to confefs the
Sins that have deferved them, to implore the Forgivenels of all our Tran(grcflions, and a
Spitit of Repentance and Reformation—and a Blefling on the Hufbandry, Manufadtures, end
other lawful Employments of this People ; and efpecially that the Union of the American
Colonics in Defence of their Rights (for which hitherto we defire to thank Almighty GOD)
may be preferved and confirmed —that the Provincial and cfpecially the Condinental CON-
GRESSES, may be dircQcd to fuch Meafures as GOD will countenance.—That the People
of Great-Britain, and their &ulers, may have their Eyes open'd  to difcern the Things thac
fhall make for the Peace of the Nation and all its Connexions And that AMERICA may
feon behold a gracious Interpofition of Heavea, for the Redrefs of her many Gricvances, the
Re%oration of all her invaded Liberties, and their Sccurity 10 the latelt Geagrations.

By Order of the Provincial Coiigr:f,

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident.





