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OF THE
REASONAB LENESS
OF
Curistian ReELig1loN.

The Introduttion.

fhath always been accounted mere Reafonable
o doubt of Principles fitlt,and then to throw oft
he Deductions that naturally arife from them,
hen to conte(t the Conclufions, when the Princi-
glesor Premiffes are granted. This occafioned

that faying of Picws CMivandula, That the Spe-
culative Atheifp Wwas the greaseft prodigy, but ore, andthat was the
Praftical eAtheift. To acknowledg Chriftian Religion to be true,
and confequently thac without fincere obedience to all Chrifis
Precepts, notonely the infioire rewards of the Gofpclare for-
feited, but the infinite torments become our portion 5 and yet
to live lives of profanenefs, and fuxury, and indulgence to every
liberty, that fuites with our humors, without fear, or difcom-
feiture of minde, is a fortnefs of difconrfe, that no man that hath
confideration cnough to eximine, or judgement to compare,
can choofe but difcern and condemne in himfelf. Ascherefore
the * Epictsrean that wis refolved notto be repreft, orlivein
the awe of Religion, and P izffs, counted it but neceflary o dif-
believe the perpetuity of torments beyond thislife, fo hath it
Az buen
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becn Satans method (and the advantage which he hath taken of

Sect. 2.

Sect. 3.

Seit. 1.
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* H. tidh i f !
anf Pb(x'?;llor: have very rationally enlarged on, This prefentdifcourfe (which

‘i ney du Bhifley defires not Lo CEpatiate,nor (o fuppole theReader to have renoun-

imes, from the commonnefs of cafting down monnds and
t;‘:fig:c:, of difpsting, and queﬂioning the mofit gﬂﬂ?hﬂ\c Teuths)
to offer itrothe Reafon and Judgment of his Clients, Whp-
cher it be not more eaficand hopeful to break up the fesndation
it felf, then, while that remains in its ﬁrmncfs, to demolith t.h;u:
which is ereffed upon it, and by entangling men in thofe prattices,
which render them nscapable of receiving beuefis by Chriftianity,
to oblige them to endeavour to caft off the doltrines, and to rid
themfeives from the ill confeqrences of ir. Thus have fome
men tanghe themfelves the skitt, and destecity /of wravelling
prisciples and by giving themfelves Liberty to dilovey Chrift in
fome pleafant, o1 gainful particulars, haveat 1alt in their own de-
fence (that they may falve their phenonend, and appear congrsests
to themfelves) arrived calmly to the feorners chair, the cafting oft
CbrifHianity it felf. .
( JI#) ﬁcnd)ofgainlefs complaiats, 1 (hall ther'efore haften to give
fome check to thisgrowi;:g ¢zil, and reduce the whole matter of
ebate to thefe two heads. .
‘ Firt, 1/hall confider the Grounds of Chriftianity 1n the grofi
of bulk, all of it tozerher, and in fome meafure, jultific the reafona-
blenefs of them ; and then fecondly, 1fhall dcfcend in the retail,
to the furvey and viadication of thofe _p:zrttm[ar branches of
Clriftianity, which appear to men at this time to be lcaflt fappor=
ted with Reafor.

Cuar. L

The Grounds of Chriftianity, or the Refons upon which
men embrace Chriftian Religion in the grof, all of iz
together.

N licu of the many grownds (or feveral branches, and improve-
me:xts of the fame ogne compticated ground) which*other men

ced

of Christian Religion.

ced his Chriffianity wholly)fhat corfine it felf to thefe two heads:
Firlt, the Teflimony on which Chryfframity is built: Secondly,
The advantages that thofe, which embrace ir, (hall reap by it
The firlt will render the belicf ratisnall, and conclude it mmgior:
to doubt of it. The fecond will render the belief gainfid, and
conclude ic moft wucharitable to our felves, yea, anduun,’lzf,», and
treackerons not to adhere toit. The firlt will proncunce 1( with
the Apofile, a faithial [aying ;the fecond, Worthy of all accepta-
tion.  The Arft will reconcile it to our brains, the fecond to our
beares : The firlt will give it pollufion of our wsderflandings ;
the fecond will ravith our wifs with thr braury and lulter
of it,

The Tefiimony on which we beleive (hrifliamtey, . e. on which Se?.

we beleive that Chriff was fent from God, to rezeal his Fatkers
willunto us, and to be beleived in all that hedelivered to the
World, ( which, whenitis beleived, it nceeflurily follows, that
alland every part of Chriffrim Religicn is infailibly true, and
capable of no farther doubting ) is t2z moft important, and cs4-
wincing of beleif,or fairh,which car be imagined

Forif the Apofile had not faid ity itis yeu ¢

dert to common fenfe, That Faiir csmme:
i cannot belicve any thing to betrue cnany L
other ground, but onely that I hear s thy
the affrmatios is, fuch is the belief - 1f the rratica b2 from
a fallible pevfos, from a meer man, the selief mult be a fallicic
belisfbut if the perfon :Fﬁrming be infi//w":"e,[hel’ isthe Lodiefe s
Fallible alio. ’

That infallible affrmer isbut one, iz God, nfwhole natar
itis, to be veracions, to be able to do any thing, but o lig,
which was alfo affirmed by Chriff out of the Principies of com-
mon nature.  Let God be 1rs22, ard everymanalicr. i. e, thouzh
no infaliibitity of reffimoay can be attribured toany meer man,
yet whatfoever is seffified by Gad, doth certainly deferveto b
fully credited,

And therefore if God fhall rofifie the truth of any thing. §
zhere can be no farther feruple ot poffitility of donbting, ot ful-
peding the truth of what is fo teftified,then there is il 4 De,
whether the God of Heaven be God, or whether the
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— vhich as it is a degree above the denying of
PRt Oflmh.e i‘:ﬁ:{cclicy cither of the few, or Mabome-

i}, and abovet y ¢ i me
Chrtﬂ:)r Cven of Hearhewifm it (If, in that notion, wherein ic
taxe,

s then one, ( forall

b xnowledgment of more go
G nl:CS cthafic:r:; ar:; deit]%have acknowcdged chat God, org‘qd;
t:(‘,al:jﬁ::“,‘k"athmq bt trath ) fo is the pretending to it pecuiar

; anbey inoi World. There

b arnbever w Tince the beginning of the \

tvegyerdny 10 veryotfcmany that appear in ftory to have afhrmedf [hgt

Pyth. ble‘mg ?s o Godat all, and thofe not able o periwade
there

thers, that they did believe chemfclves when chey fo af-
(o] »

firmed. . o
1 or teflification . A
o [h:i;{jz;n:ld;g:rc his anlfj tous. €C. .(‘upon which blelmdg
fone f}om fed, the touch of al Chriftian Religion truly fo called,
P ufi:)dpi(:ccly’ and infa'libly founded ) hath more then one V\tmzrl
b lnm‘uthcn[ica“y interpofed. Such are the many {rie%e'a ¢ d
o e »s of the Prephess in the 014 T eftamens {(which finding
teﬂr’f’g‘gzomple;ion in Chriff,and non¢ b‘;t Eh;ﬂ,d?:‘;n;::;tgh:
: i oming of the Axge ry
divint It’fi‘flmoh":ﬁ)Sl;;t:iW;ZSg}f:ah‘h %he M\)t'hcr l_)f/o’m Baptsz‘,
Mo ¢ 7’ ent s as alfo the Star which hgh\:cd the wife
inthe New e him, ( and of which the * Hea-

. _ men of the Eaft unto B e was
* Eft quogae SV 4 pens themfelves have affirmed, not oncly thatif ¢oe
bilior €5 (andior paftorids an efpecial Star, that never before appeared in

gue perbibes orsy ﬂ‘”“mz:: Elesven, but alfo thatithad apartenloluﬁgmﬁmmy,

1 arsaUdeoTHS
PTRLEITN

of God. that (hrift was
Sett, 6.

jtan DS i / e Gad, for the [al-
i’z“of:ﬂw:no:?guc pranuntidios > gointing 4t the defeent of 4 venerabl A |

; s} Soagainthat
fed defienfum Der w0 wation of men, and the goad of ﬂgzr{nﬁaz‘d 0 g,quﬂ/”,
Dbilis ad  human® [ad of the Airacles wrought by Chrife an¢. i
onis ( wihost R gpich arc anocher kinde of Gods fpeaking to us

nerd=

N £ . n . R Sn
ardpamiomg id;rsgti;‘[ be men , and upon Earth (peu-t:tcuhlrl}{I t}'li‘t oivir]f;ztﬁ‘%
the G ek s ‘hofjmq“ mor- ¢he dead ) and ar€ by the Apoftles ityled,

not R g  Chil- Sfrations, Afs2.22. and reffie
Lalm gravianm,gidn & chil- o eafon they are, demonft s

i i . ve all
cis obfervasam fuille seftan- g vions of God himfeife, Heb. 2.4 But above

o (i Dewn g7 R n Refurretlion out of the Grave, after he had
ur, gu i v w ‘ :
!’;:"’"‘b“"’”"m./W'c:.l:x lllxcsc?m Coucified by them, God by thus raifing him
s m B TITET B is faid (moft truly according to the dictates othr_:la‘-l

Caith, 1.0, an argument ©
i men Faith, 30 be , and o

to

a wioiy TACET have 3 given 104
TEAY T f3p ) to have gve -
5w TET c«mz'i[liax, thac he was what he prerended ¢
Al 17350
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to g fir him ont asthe perfon to be belicved on, hbeing pawerfully ¢ iy diznire

and determinately pointed ont, by that great alk, tobe the Sonof &y -
God. But becaufe 2li of thefe would much lengthen this diConr(c v
above the difigned proportion, and becaufe cach of them are /-
largely infifted on by others, and becaule no teflimony is ordi- o
nanily decmed more Asthentick, then that of axdible wvoice, 1 <0/
flall therefore choofe principally toinfitt on thae one ordinary
way of Gods teflifying to men, known tothe 7ews by the titke
of (71‘7 N3, the daughrer of voice, Or of thunder, 1.e.a revelation
from Heaven, delivered in (or coming out of the midltof ) then-
der, which, fay the fows, was the fpeciall way of Gods reveafing
himfelf under the fecond T emple. s
And by this God rhree times gave reffimony to Chrift. Frrftim= vzp 0y,
mediately after hisBaprifim, Behold,the Heavens were opened to bim, Rom.t 4.
i, c. vifibly and miraculoufly parted afunder,aad be, i. €. Jobn that ‘
baptized him, faw the Spirit of God defeending like @ Dove,ard com- St
ing upon bimi.c.defcending, asa Dove defcends upon any thing,
vifibly hovering.& lightning on them, And beboldz voice ont of the
Heayens faging i.c.as the Heavens parted alonder, 2 clap of thun-
der came out, and with it a voice delivering thefe words, 7 s
my beloved Sonne, inWhoms I ams well pleafed, i. e. this is my Son,
whom I have fent, his comming to the world, and his wederraking
is perfe@ly agreeable to, and hath its original wholly from my
wil : From which reffimony of Gods, it is confequznt, That what-
{oever he teaches, comes from God, andisto be embraced, s
that which is perfecly his if, and Law. And itis obfervable
that in one of the old prophecies of the Afe/fi.ch, where it is fore-
told, that Gods Spirit fperdd defcend upon him, it s affiemed almoft
in the very words, which were here faid to come out of the thun-
dor, that this was Gods beloved, in whem bis fonl (is <. he) W weld
pleafid,
So again a fecond sime, in the prefence of three [ober mien
{ which was the nomber, by which the weightielt matters
were authentically reffified) Peter, and Jumes, and Jabn, be-
ing all with him in a mountain, Bebold, & Lightfom clowd over-
fhadewed them, and a voice owr of the closd , [aying, Thes s
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleafed : Hear tim. Giving an
unqueftioned arhority to all, that fhould ever come from him
after, Thirdly
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Thirdly, At atime, not long bgforc his dcat_h, when h,c was
a praying to his Farhor,to glorifie bes Name, A voice came frs Hea-
wiony (aying, [ bave both glortfied it and will gloific it again. And of
them that flead by, Jome faid that st thundred, others, that it v an

Angel that fpake to hims : From both which. it s eafily concluded,
That Goa,whether by, or without the Miniftery of an Angel,was
hcardio/]omkto him cut of the Thusder. ]

What was thus done perfenally L0 Chriff, was with fome {mall
variation promi‘ed, (and fo by Fehn Baprift fuclt Forc.:old) that
it fhou'd be performed (after hus }it’psrtu_rc) to his Apofiles.
ot Dijciples, who were to preach his Doctrine, and what they
Kacw of him, after his going out of this wor'ld ; and accordingly;
tn the very manner which was fore-told, it came to pafs. asall
other things foretold by hum, did puncoally follow. ¥or a.
they were al togrrhfr 5 there Was [uddenly a neife froms Heaven, 4
o€ wislent wind, ard filled the whole boufe where they fasc. And
¢ this (fgl.d the i Baptizing them with the Holy Ghoft, 1. e
Recciving them with a far higher (eremony then that of Baptifm,
wiz, With a fbining gloriom defcent of the Spirit of God upon
them) did at once give them their (ommsiffion from Heaven, and
was a teffimexy of Ged h:mfelf, Thaz what they {hould teach from

Clriff, was the very do@:ine,which Ged required to be embraced

by the World, )

And of chis fort there was yee farther one molt eminent paf-
fage. A known and eminent few, one Suul, who by his Sel? (a
Fharifee) and by his extraordinary warmih. and zeal to the
Fewifh Law,in oppofition to Chriftiamty, had interefled himfelf
profeitly in the perfecuiing of it, had a principall band in the put-
ting St. Stephexs to deark: (as appears by the wirws fJes , laying their
carments a5 biz fret. AQs 7. 58.) and was engaged in a molt wehe-
wment, bloody defigue againit the Chriftzansin Damafcus, and ha-
ving gotten Lerters of Commiffion from the Higb Prieff to that
purpofe, Aéls 9. 1. Was nOW very rageful upon his way thither 5
This man thus brearhing ont threatnings, and flanghters izgﬂinﬂ'
the Church, and as he was clofe to Damafcus, his journcys end,
onafuddena Lght from Heaven flone alunt bim, NKe lightning
Aafhing ¢ bout his ¢ais 5 and falling 1o ile oronmd, by thatmuans
he hearc 2 veice {aying to him, Sy Swdy why perficnieft 1o

"t
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me ? In wordsfo convincingly delivered, that he knew z{,’ured‘ly-,” -

that it was God, that by an Angel thus apperred , and fpak: to
him ; and thercupon he gave anfwer immediately, Who art thou
Lord ? The voice repiyed, 7 am Jefus whom thou pev/ecute?, wick
the addition of other words, which ftruck hira into fuch 3
Lorror, that immediately trembling, and in agony of Pailisa, He
faid, Lovd Yobat wilt then have m: to ds 2 And wis 13ain1n-
fwered, what he (hold do, o untsthe Cary, and there he fhould
receive particular Diveftions. Which accordingly happaned
and this perfon became immediately 2 prime Apoble, o1 Proacis
of Chriftianity. This thing was not dore prevarely, but 2very cit-
cumftance of the tory was publickiy kaown at that time ; his
Letters from the High Priefl were krown to tac Sanbedrin ;
and before he came to Damafcus, the news of them was come
thither, fo far, that Ananiasa Chriffian there, that in 2 viion
from God was bid to go to himin fuch ahcufe, made this ob-
jeCtion againlt obeying the commuana, That this was the mas,
that had done {o much mifchief, and wasnow come with fich 2
Commiffion to apprehend all that pofe tie warBip of Tared
that place. And befides, there was compiny with him 2n
way, when the prodigy bzfelhim, and all they zearz -0 20
and faw no body, Fer/. 7. "Tis trueindeed, thatin onerzlation N1
that paflage, A47s 22. 9. itisfaid, Thatthey weer:
But that (as all other fceming comeraantion: of th
is eafily faived by obferving, that the werl -~
which fignifies a zoice, ignifies chanaer aifo, 15 =
1hole voice, i, e, Thunder hakerh vhe eartny and =
And fo where it is faid, Thar they ceard rie zsuc
That they beard the :bander, which was joyned + d
that flathe about him ; and when itis faid, They seori 2o -
vaice, it is expreft in the place, what s meant by it Toev e
not the voice of bim toat pake ro mim, 1. 2 Tie woice o Chrs
immediately appe.sring from Hesven, and cadieg anto mm. Sz
Sanly e, but onely /awibe Lghiang, and seari the iunier
but what was faid to him, he onely heard that was concernsd
in it, but by che egfec?s, his anwers, and confrquent e
exfily Aicernea that aifo, thongh they seard it avr. T oy
did this man alwaics avow as 3 rororioms Trath, whenivover he
5
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in qucition by Jews ot Romsans, for Preaching Chrift ;
‘::; i;‘elx-c:v:'a:lncver an);v ?quc[\ion made of the truth oflit : And
this went for his (emmiffion to be an ~Apofile of Chriff ;and
he never fonghe for any other: And after doing more fervice
in the Church, thenallthe reft of Chrifts own ( regularly chofen,
and defigned ) Apoftles, be at faft lid down his /ife for
the zeffimony of that Truth , which before this hehad fo fharply
Ptrgt[\?s{fif.not all yet ; for at the beginning of the diffufion of the
Gofpelro the Gentile World, and for the ckclmng of Geds Will
in'that particular, there was not onely 3 vifion to Cornelins, and
an extafie, and an andible veyce from Heaven o Saint Perer, in
thefe words, eArife Peter, kill and eat, ( the obfcurity of which
words, and of the reprefentation O which they belonged, was
prefently interpreted by the effett. ) But beyond both thefe,
it follows, That at the Preaching of Peter to Cornelins, and the
reft of his company of Gentile belicvers , the Huly Ghaf! fell
on all that beard the Word , 1. € probably came down upon
them in fome way of vifible appearaxce , ( the like 2 a
before had befaln the Apofiles, ) or if oot fo, yer in fach
manner , 2scvidenced it felf by giving them power of [peak:
iug firange languages, and other gifts, and graces, fitting them
for feveral conditions in the Chwrch : And this was ieen by
the Jows, that were very far from being inclinable to believe
fuch a thing of Gentiles, and being c.onv_mced by the evidence,
b were affonifbed a1 it, T3pt with admiration at the fFrangenefs, but
no way deubting the truth of it : And it fo fell out, that Perer
afterwards being called in queftion by other fews, for what he
had then done in Preaching to Gentiles , ( which they thought
uterly unfawful ) by this relation of the defecent of the Holy
Gheft upon thofe Gemtiles, € he fatisfied them ; which fure he
could not have done, if there had remained any doub:‘of:hc
truth of it. And the fame fell out again to the Ephefian Difciples
and the srueh that it did fo, was evidenced, by their ﬂ)tak_mg‘a"
frange languagu(which they had never learned ) ana prophecyinge
Two gifts, which were fo conftant confequents of that comsing O
the Holy Ghoft 0n any,chat they teflificd 1t convincirgly to thofe,
that had no ¢videnee of the facts The
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The propricty of this deféent to this turn, and to that other SefZ. (3.

grand one of giving Commsifflons(and anthorizing and {0 teflifying
the sruth of all that (hould be ranghe by them,on whom the Spirse
thus defcended ) may perhaps be better underltood, by remem-
bring the cuffoms appointed by Gadamong the Fews. Thofc that
were,among them,called to be Prophets out of their Schools,were
affumed, and confecrated to it by amonting, (& ccremony of ad-
vancing to fome eminent office 5 and therefore the Chaldee Para-
phrafe for anction, reads ordinarily 827 advancensent,) Now
for many yeers, before this coming of Chriff, Prophecy had failed
among the Jews s Under the fecond Temple, fay they, there wis
no Oyl,p0t any * way of Revelarion,fave onlythat
of the woice from Heaven. Now therefore when
God was thus pleafed to fend His Son, to reveal

him to conticuc the fame, by his Apofiles, and 1% ¥ in Dauid -

N . Tummirnt i1 peclorais pudicir (g
others after him ; in {tead of that folemn Ceres (onapecioralis, fou Hefchen

mony Of Unction , is this vifible deftent of the nuntians Fulss vi

Holy Ghoft on him, and on them,ina (bining fiery ceflaviz fpiondeic
elond, and with it thefe words of cenfecrationto

Christ, This is my Beloved Sow, cvc. and in lieu feghas , cum Dess izal

. . canfzreffisnes Legim,
of that voice, the gift of Tonguesto the Apoftles, O bl o 1p—ﬂ

. : in voce Epbol) ¢
and others. This was foretold by one of the wox calitas audit

Fewifb Praphets long before,That the Lovd fFronid fub romplo fecurtds,; e

1 Gradm Revdatisns  Di
guatuor, Nefudh propheris por 2ri
nem , g0 [poftre. Radh Haicadsfis,
his compleat Will unto the World, and from fftuus Spiritas sani,

crae fing
Lok g

oriam,

anoint bim io Preack, and that the Spiric of the *7 Turgon Pewear Lo

Lovd fenld be upon bim, i.¢. that he {hould be anvinted,s.e, v7-
duined to this ofiice Of Preacking Gods willy not by muacerial oyl,
but jpiritual uncticn, by the realde/cent of the Spiri of Godup-
onhim. And accordingly one of his Difciples, Saint Fobz,
being to confute a fort of Amsickriffian Hereticks of histime,
which denied Chriff to be come reakyin the fle/k, ufeth no othcr
Argument (to fortifie them, to whom he writes ) but onely
the mention of this Teftimony from Hegven, this gefemt on
Chrift and the Aposties, and others, who had in{truéted them
in (briftianity ; which he vails under the title of the Trction,
wiz, that mactien vulgacly knowa among them by thatmame;
the un’ttionfrom the boly Onejas he calls it,i.efrom God in Heaven,
by which (as by their Zeacters it had been commanicated to
B chers
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them ) they hrew all things (i.e.were fure that the Do¢trine they
had been taught, was trus) and reeded mot to be tanght by any,i.c.
wanted no more Argaments L0 confirm this truth vato them :
That unction, ashe facther addes, teaching them of &y i e giving
them fufficient inffractions in that matter, and in all other fuch
fundamenral truthes of the Chriftian Doctrixe, teltified to them
by thofe who had been thus ancinted immediately from Heaves,
authorifed to teach themn Truth : This fame again, as faras con-
ccrned (briff, is by anothec a Ewvangtlical writer joyned with
his working of Afiracles, and called Gods arointing hins with the
Holy Ghoft, and Wwith power, {asin b JnQ[hcr place Gods aneiiiting
Linms,alonc)which is dire@ly the fame with that other phrafe ufed
by Saint Parrl, the ¢ demonfbration of the Spirity an {of power, the
defcent of the Spirst, and Werking of Miracles The two things,
which he urged to the Fows ot Heatbens, wherefoever he preach-
ed,(as thing;, which he was fure, they could no more contrad}(‘l‘,
then demonftrations themfelves, there being fo many then alive,
that could wicnefs the truth of them. ) In which refpec, he afeer
cells them, of Gods having confirmed them ixto Chrift, andan
ointed and fealed them, all in the fame fenfe,to fignifie Gods having
afforded them thefe convincing refbimonies of the truth of Chrifti-
anity, preachcd to them by tholf:, on whom the Hely Ghoft had
defeended and who wrought Afiracles among them.

That this was a very comgetent confirmation of the Doctring of
Chriff, may yet farther appear by confidering, firft the fperfons to
whom this wasto be done, thethen Church of Ged,the people of
the Fews, which were acquainted with his woices, and his Fro-

Lers, and his Occonemses formerly among them : Secondly, the
matter that was thosto be confirmed, no oreater change, then
to which this way of artefbation may in reafon be deemed abun-
dantly proportionable. For the things to be beleived, onely the
real comspletion Of fome things, which had been before foretold,
and the revealing fome traths, which had been more effimrely
reprefented in the OJd Teftamens 3 and then thofe, how highand
mayfberions foever, yet being clearly revealed by (hrifiand the A-
postles in the New, and the explicit belief of them, no further re-
guired of any, then in proporsion to the degree of the revelation
of them, the revesling of them moft be looked on, as the fatisfy-

1ng
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ing of an appeite, a defire of more kzowledy (whichis naturafly in

all men, and is arpened by the having received fome imperfect

rayes of it) and confequently fhould notin reafon bz expitedto

be attefted with fuch a pomp of fignes, and prodigics, asimfo-

fitions of takys, and exactings of obedicnces are wont to be. Then
for the things to be done in Chriftianity, the duzies and offervan-

ces 3 Irisagain confilerable, thatthe change in that refp:& was

not fuch, a5 would derominate it a sew Religion, but only the re-

forming and Pcrfrﬂing that which was before received among the
Jews;and the making it more rolerable and cafi to be received by

other pasts of the (Censile) World. The wor/bip of the onetrue
(o, Creator of Heaven and Earth, (contrary to the fulfewor/hips

of the many godr and idols of the Heathens,and to alithe smatural
lufls artending them) had been futficiently teftified to the Nation
of the Pews, by many woices from Heaves , and undeniable
ateeltations of Go himiclf (and indeed to other Nations by the
fearful, mivacnloss judgments, thewn in Egypt, and on the Cara-
anites, nader the condu@ of Mofes, and Jofbsuab, c~c. ) and by

Goss continual refiding among that people, and his azteffing that
by the T im and Thwmmim, by the feveral Prophets fent by him,
and the other ways of revelutions. And to thofe that granted
all this, it was foretold (fo often that no few doubted of1r) that
there fhontd come days of Reformation, that there thould come
a CMe/F.us. This was long ago premifed through all paflages of
their ftory ; to £dan under the title of the Scedof the woman ;
to Sem, that God fhereld divell or pitch ks tabernacle in the Tents
of Sem, take fle/h upon him in bis family 5 1o Abraham, to Fusdab,
to David, and all along throngh the writings of their Prephets :
Concerning this AMeffi.az, their carnal hearts had pre-conccived
fome miftakes, as that he (hou'd bea gloriars King here, and
make them again, (after heir being (ibdsed by the Remans)a
molt viflerions, gloriciss pecple on Earth, and this, howloever
they demean’d themfclves, onely by the privifed; of having A-
brabam (to whom great promifes Were made) rosheir farker. At
laft this Meffias (otherwife deferibed by their Prophets, as one
that {hould come in a mean and Jowly manner, 0o Wiy defireable
to the eye of the world, Jjz. 53.) comes juft as he had been fore-
$old, a forerumaer being fent before him, on purpofc to prepare
B3 his
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bis Way, to difpoffefs them of their fond perfwafions of their ab-
folute election (by having Abrabam to their fatber) and pointing
him out particularly as the Son of Gol, the AMejfias that was now
to be reccived (asbe had been fo greedily, and fo long expected)
by them. This forevunncr that thus forceold, and after pointed
him out, was (as they, that crucified Chrift, confefs) by all the

* Mush. 11, * Jews taken fora Prophet, And mOTCOVEr to this reffimony of

26, this /zf@mledged(l’rophct, comes .o the addition of the miracs-
Lo defcent of the boly Spirit, and the voice from Heaven, and all
that hath been mentioned confequent to that. And 0 thofe,
among whom this had always been acknowledged an amthestick
way of atrefting Gods will, nothing could be more required but
this ; Chrift then (of God himfelf in bymane 7atire, affumed of

a wirgin, and born after a fupernatural manner) when he came to
thirty yeers old (che age of a Dactor among that people) fetsto
this bufinels, which it was forctold he fhould perform, tells them
how the former Zaw was to be reformed, (and efpecially their
former lives , from cxternal obfervances to intevrall puritics)
and how to be fied #p, and perfected fome particulars; and
then lightly changes (ome ceremonies cuftomary among them,
and accommodates them to prefent ufe, removes the wall of di-
wifion, which had been between them, and all the reft of the
world, {hews them, that that was meant onely to keep them
from imitating the Heatbens fin5; and now that there was more
nced that Heathens , and they (hould love one another, and
joyn to reform both their lives, and practice Chriffian virtnes
then keep that fipercilions Aiffance from one another ; and in 2
word, he brings the whole matterto fuch a model, as all other
men, but the Fews, like cxrremely better then that which was be-
fore among them , and confequently , come in, in fholes, at
the preachisg of it: And the Jews, that doe not (o, acknow-
ledg the onely reafon why they do not. to be their z¢a/ €0
theit law of outward performances, and the perfwafion of their
abfelute cletion,that is, in effe®, that they had no other gnar-
4l to him, but onely that he did not teach the dottrines that
they liked, and werc before imbued with, which if he had;
he had by that very means done contrary to the prophecies by

them atlowed of, which foretold he (hould work a reformatior:
yUpor
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Upon thefc wnreafonable terms, they crucifie bim : Ao el
doing (o, more wenderful atteﬁd):iam yEﬁt are gi.vgl :lol;);]l;}lsr
In his very death the Sun is miraculonfly ec/ipfed. at a timc of:
the Moon,when by watre it was ablolutely impoffible, and fo far
again(t al! rules of eAdftronomy, that Jearned men in other places
took noticC of it to be a wiolence done to nature, which mult fig-
nific fome great mateer.  Thena prodigybefalls the Temple and
thata very (ignificant one. Thenvthe bodies of many dead men a- '
rife and go toitruﬁ«lcm, and are feen by many. But above all, he :
h_lmrclfAriﬁ*t.L: o the dead,and Angels again are fent to give no
tice of it : And thofe chat at his death had feared themfelves dz‘- !
luded ( as adwerfity is a great emptation, and by Chrift humfeif, \
fgreta[d[(:) be fo)are every onc of them confirmed by [eeing touc!r’
ing, talking with him : And what is fees, and teftifed by,them
was feen alo by five bundred perfons at once, which lived man ;
years o atrest the trurh to all thae doubted it ; And at Icng:ﬁ
{which was the mo ymmediate rg}ification of the trurh of all the
former) he is Lodily and vfibly saken mp into Heaven, before
their €ycs, ’ '
When that was done, there was but one imaginab £ !
behinde, that, according as he had promifed, while helsv:]:ltzhgg Se 1 !
Earth, he (hould, being bim{elf departed, fend the Paracle wl';\)'rch
by defccnding wifibly upon the eApofiies, and by enduir,\g them
wu:b the gife of doing Mivacles, and Of [peaking of all Langnsges
which thcy were known ncver to have fearnt, thould enagblé
th'em to corvince the Warld, by the teflimony of éhnﬁ; Refurre-
Eion, and Afiention, and deftraying of Satan by his dears { the
moﬁl_mprobable means of working victeries ) that he was\ the
Mefiias forctold, that Seed of the Woman, that fhould break_the
Serpents head. O firength of this, they which fo fac ly deabeed
now cheerfully lay dowers their lives, in te§hifying of all thcﬁ;
truths : And thofe fews that did notyet believe on him, were
according to his diftin@ predictions, many times repeated X (they
their Temple, 1n which they truffed , their City, their wﬁa/e,
Natien, and infinite multitudes of them, wherefoever [(\Cy
w«:refoqnd) moit ftupendioufly deitroyed by the Kensan E.gles
or Legions, Al this ( thus haftily put together, fo as ncceﬁ;rily
to omut many weighty circum{tances under every head) is fure
prodizy
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P"”ii“ cnough to atret, and astForize N0 greacer a change, then
the clearer Rez elatien of fome obletrer rruthie , the confutatisn
of fome fulie Datirmes, and the Reformarion of fome ceremontes,
and the p[v-f}rtz'r:g and l:rz«quing of feme Laws lefs perfect before,
and the safliinting of a fow sicful ceremenies 10 ftead of many
Garthenlome onti €A0 be thought to amount to.

This firf# gonsd of belciving (hriffianity being thus menti
aned isnot capable of anydifpuse from any reafonable man,nnlels
from him which Tl qmﬂion whether this be not fabrlons in the
cetation. 5. . whather fuit there were ever indced heard fuch zos-
ces, ot focondly. whether they were rot delsjfions of the bearers,
ot at leaft the vaice of fome other, and not of God. And to him
chat ihall make the former feruple, 1 il be able to give as fa-
risfadory an anfwer. s is pofiible tobe given, of a matter of
¢his nature, of any the lighteit or weighticft confquence : To a

natter of thi satrve,1{av, 1.e, Of a muatter of fact, (for fuch it
mult needs be;that fuch a voice was heard from Heaven)and that
fact palt fo many tundred yeers ago : For ficft, that fact was of
‘neceflity to be < onfined to fome determinate iz and plice,to be
done fomewhere, and why not in fuded, where it is faid tobe
done ¢ tobe feen by fome particular men, and by them of ne-
ceffiry (if itwereto be known)to be atreffed 1O others ; nay.if it
had been done fo as tobe heard,and feen by the swhele world then
living, ( though that this fhounld point out that one perfon Fefus,
would notbe well reconcileable with that, becaufz his body could
not be in every place) yet could not the next Age come to know
this, but mult be forced to make ufe of the arteftation of men of
that Age to reveal it to them,and fo procced by the very way
that now is zllowed us,that of faith ot beleiving. For fecondily,
he uld there at this hour come the Like voice from Heaver inthe
hearing of any the moft creditable honeft men of this Age, what
way would be expected to convince the Ages tocome (who
hould not be prefent Lo hear it ) of the trath of this, but by the
conflant o firmation of thofe, who are now car- witneffes of it;and
by their ommitting all this towriting now,fo that all that {hould
now live,and fufpect. of beleive it a forgery,might be able to exa-
raine and difcover the truth of it;efpeciatlyif to that they (hould

joya the deing of the greateft Aliracles, which coming onely
from
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from Ged,-cannot be conceive | to be by hi
bringing a lie into the Worldfi tobeby him allowed co ofif che
Beyond fuch eeflimony of eye, or car-wutnef] ich
and :luth_ontati\_lcly protzﬂcd}; and convcneh’;i}[f::) ;T)l;lser‘i):bh:dy
is no rational evidence imagmable, for thofe thar lavcdyr:[ o
that age; nor dor menatany time exa&or rer-v.;ir“ an more
aufhmmb\proofc of matters of faft, or ground of bel 2. Ty
thing. For as to the vowe of God again from Hen[el: lw(‘ig;.n'y
alone can pretend to be above this) this is not at 31! (;m,m\ué; .
to this turn ; for this were for Gadto multiply prodigies O
perly and unfmfanuélx} , tis fure unneceffarily, and “to lil‘lmt‘i\r::;
r(],er:e:,ot prefent 5 this would be again as gueftisnable s the
othl;?v;';hi tthfymg an high important truth, which cannot
ife be nown, God hath been pleafed thus per/5nally €
terpofe his own pewer, and amshoricy, and to fppaié from é e,
yea, and to repeat that again and again,that :he;e ma natter
of doubt remain concerning it : But when that h:u:hy l[:o marhrer
done by Ged fafficiently, thenare there futficient sum. o cane
to convzy the trueh ot hffory of this fact to other me " o the
tefiimony of thofe, that faw orheard it. Andas it o
lous to Tuppofe, or expe from Gad. that he ﬂ'xouldwi}ri -
%—If:l‘:;e?,:hatguch mfcn did hear chat former voice Frgeng}-;ff-rc‘:m
othefame Law of God, and NN i e irme. a8
finful, forbids alfo mcre:t';/itj(.i R et i
un/wpeiled witnedles, upon certain /{nm/fdé wiel:ri: ibthrlnng s
provements and aivantages, thus /u{ﬁczmt/ft’fﬂz,‘im'- -xndmfy(}zm‘
upon mans feveral sncredulivies, fhould be (till oblig e
witnef3 to his truchs by his own vi:ce, then thould hlge'd off Shat
rule for belesy, which in ail other :hin’gs (agreeabl :; cﬁt Zr'r”chlt
‘Ofrefifsmléie rature ) he hath made ftandaing 1m¥>n men. And
in this cafe to require any higher zeffimeny, were thegfmcn.' o
vcmené :\’t;furd‘x:y, as not to belesve :my,rhing uponaievmocz?ln-
%é?lzn/ ¥ en [3?“ o@xgbt (which isindeed to miftake é’swb;r
noth: f;,,?r ;Lxdenbetor adberence, and mult neceflarily Ie:xv%
ot “::‘:U‘EZ;W regnrdablc tn that Faith, whichis fo <iolentiy
and n'; o fy produced) or to cxpe@ a voice Fom Heavento
give 2 daily affurance of all the paffages, or relations OF biffory
C 3
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Jeive that cherc wis fucha man as Alexander, or
Rdf;?:):%’u;m the Congueror,oT Elizabeth the lace (but before
our birth) Qween of this Kingdom, unlels fome wvoice of God from
Heawven atteft it to me
They that cannot beleive ar any cheaper rate, then of a new
minuitly prodigy from Heaven, for evety a& of beleiving a pro-
digy from Heaven, or (more plainly ) chey that will not belerve
ary thing, put what they kzow, mult befu_d alfo as well as ramght
by miracle, ot elle muft be obliged to zt_bﬂmence (greater then any
man infli¢ts upon himfelf) by contmmng'conﬁ_@:‘ to that princi-
] ple. For no man hath demonfiration, OT infallibility, ot evidence,
for his /afery inany bit of meat, that he eats, or the firmue[s of
any floor he {tands on ; itbeing always poffible, that what doth
molt wosrify, and fuftain, might by fome poyfomosss MIXCULE, fmite
and defiroy ; that the roof that covers, and preteéts, might mi-
: nwtly overwhelm and ury us;yetarc we not fuch H)Po.chgndruc(g
! in thefe matters of daily ufe, (and in them that are, it is interpre-
‘1 tod an eminent defectsor decay of reafon, and not anhigher pitch
B of it) as to deprive our (elves of the bencfit of fosd and raymen’y
upon confideration of thefe remote poffible dangers, nor to fear
all things but what we know infallibly. ‘
And if it (hall be faid that earing is necelfary for the prefer-
wation of ife, and that that confideration makes it reafonable to
truft on thofe grounds,bccaufc by difirufting, we (hould fubject
our felves to acertainty of that, whereof the other s at moftbug
an bazard 5 1 anfwer, Firft, that this inﬁ_unce was produced oncly
to fhew, that we_think it reafonable, without fear , OF do%‘z’w, e
celie on fome things, for which we have no demonftration, ot
frowledg of the impoffibility of the contrary, and that is fill
proved by this inftance, though it be granted, that eating is necef-
fary ; becanfe if the sece iy of eating WerC the caufe that made
“men weniure that hazard, they (hould ncver venture i€, tifl they
were ncceffarily o farve viichout it ,and when they did fo, they
fhould do it with continual donbe ,and fear of the poffible danger;
neither of which are thought rational, not pracifed by eanfide-
ring men. And fecondly, the imerpresation of [Beingfed] in the
inftance, Was [the whole comrfe of menin feeding 7] which is not
the proportiening of faodto the nece/fties of life, orthe I.:ﬁ,::;

Seck. 19.
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of Cornarian diet, but the free manner of feeding among men,
fuch as was paralleld to the fanding on a floor , that mjght
poffibly fe/, that is, being in an #pper room ; which being notat
all neceffary to Life, and withall poffible in mature that it (hall
minuitly be our death,is yet made ufe of among all wife men,with

as much confidence,and fearlefnefs, as itisexpected of us, that we
(honld beleive the Gofpel.

This may be enlarged to the feverall bufineffes of the World, SelF. 21.

whercin all men act moft confidently 5 to that of Trafficking,
and Zrading, and all kindes of CMerchandizing, which arc really
migt with not imprebable hazards ; the whole ife of the bmsband-
mmas, is a continual example of thofe, that think fit to adbere, and
beleive, and 4l accordingly, without having received any demen-
[tration. And none of allthefeare ever counted srrational, even
by thofe who have fixed no thoughts beyond this ife, and the

thriving , and profpering in it, and who confequently are to lofe

their chief, and onely geod, if it {hould mifcarry, and who in

all things of that narare are'generally as rational , and wary,

and hard to beleive withont fecwrities, as the wifeft men in the
World.

And if we willin the bufinefs in hand (the beleiving of the §eff. 23,

eApoftles relations concerning thofc Teftimonies given C brift
from Heaven, wherein we have infinicely ftronger groands, to
build our Faithon, fecurities, and conviltions incomparably more
pregnant and vehement ) allow it reafonable for us to do that
once, which in all other things we do confidently every minuit of
out lives, viz. beleive, what we have all reafon to belesve,without
exaling of evidence ot demonftration, there will be no more re-
quired of us in this matter.

That this is direétly the cafe in hand, and over and above this, S¢cZ. 23.

that the reftifying of the Gofpel hath allimaginable agvantages,wil
appear by a bare application of the particulars.

The woices from Heaven coacerning Chriff, are tellified by Selt.
the jopne-concurrence of all that were prefent at them, no one
finding any caufe of /eraple, ot interpofing any dore¢ concerning
them. Thofe very perfons with the addition of many more, arc
allowed the favor of fecing him after his Refurrettion, of ufing
all the molt infallible means of fecurszg themfelves and others

C
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of the reality of this. DBuing thus aflured, tl‘\ey rpake it the
bufinefs of thetr whole lives after o communicate it to others,
fome in writings, il in preaching thronch all parts of the World,
( whither_they travelled on purpofe o propagate this trath)
agreeing in the whole matcer of flory, and in cvery ctreum-
flance of it. The trath of what they fay, they again back wieh
Miracles on one fide, with completion Of predictions, both of the
Prophers of old concerning Chrifl, and of Chrift , conccrning
them, and the fucceeding ABESs ( efp;cmlly that concerning his
fpeedy coming in vengeance again(t his er.u:xﬁfr{) on the other
fide : Both, Teftimonies of God, to authorize their teffimonies, In
propagating this do@rine, as they ufe not frength,or foree,which
hath been the engine by which all other Religions have received
their growth , fo they never endevour to diffurb States O Ge-
wernments, for (orby ) the planting this Doflrine , but always
Preach fisbjection to the pawers, which are any where gﬁabhfhcd,
and without all refiftance, Profefs (and by their actions demon-
ftrate ) themfelves obliged to fffer, whatfoever their Lawfull
CMagifirates infli& on them,and contend only with their prayers
to God, that they may live gquierly and peaceably nnder them, ha-
wing ftill their crofs in their hands , and many times on their
fhoulders, to follow (hrist. Andifthiswere not {ufficient to pre-
went, Of Lo fatisfie the jealoufics of Heathen Princes , yet, wpen
that very account , it is the greater teffimony of the truth of their
Dactrine , when they that propagate it, are fo f:Er from defign-
ing any temporal advantages to themfelves , which might bribe
chem to the depofing an atruth that they actually part with their
very Lives 5 and confequently with all ‘capacity of thofe poffible
advantages, and acquire nothing but repraches, and torments and
death it felf ; and all this without any other lngl_nable reWard,0t
payment, 0 ommtation, OT reparation £Or all this, fave only the
futnre expe&ation of that,for which they yet had no fartherafs-
rance,then the erueh of that, w hich they thus confeft ; nay yet far-
ther, when they have given this coftly teflimony tO this truth, G‘n_p.‘.
again bears reflimony O them , and by Micacles wrought at their
Tonuments,being dead; they yet [peaks
That all this is thus zrue, is again it felf teftified, not onely
by records flill extant under their hands, who wreze the Goﬂwl,;i
and.
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and the A&, and by footfteps and remainders of all others preach-
ing, wherefoever they taught, but alfo by the like confent of
the whole Church, i e. whole mrlitades of that age, wherein
this is pretended to be written and taught, who being convincia
with the zrah of what we now enquire after, readily gave up
their names to the beliefof it, and to the confequent confe/fion of
Chriff, thongh the doing it did in like manner coft them very
dear, the parting with theit cfpoufed cuforss of livings, whether
among the Jewifh, or Gentile world, their pleafures their worldly
Wealth, and oft-times their lives alfo.

Beyond all this, the fuccefs which attended it, had fomuch $¢i7, 26
of fbrangenefs in it (viz. that from fuch mean and fimple be- )
ginnings and inflruments, without any kind of power, or carthly
anthority to back ity without one fword ever drawn in defence
of it, Chriftianity {houd foon obtain fuch a wiffery over the
heart of men, in fo great a part of the world) that nothing but
erath, which hath that over.ruding ferce init, canbe decmed to
have been its Champios. )

Laftly, that thefc are the orirings, thofe the sradition of Sect. 2.
thofe eye-Witneffes, whofc they pretend to be, and thac they were '
by fuch fboles, fuch mlritndes of menof all Narions belicved
then, and that be/ief Gigned by the blosd of many, by the hazards
and sdventnres of moft, by the profeft mon-refiftance of all, this
is as fully reffificd to us, as any matier of fafl can be fuppoled
tobe, by the concurrent reflsmonics of all of that age, which fuy
any thing of it, and by a generall fucce flive atteftation of allin.
tervening ages, fince that time, (the authority of * thofe wri- * Among the
tings being never contefted by any) i. e. by.the fime means of T
probation, upon which we believe thofe things, which we lealt the confefk wri-
doubt of, and againft which men cannot feigne any fussnd, ot :::%IS 0:[::{{51
{hew of proof, fave onely that teffimonies are not demonfirati- by 4k, and not
ans; which exception willin like manner be in alike or far dyriacybusra
greater force againft all other things, which we believe moft con- conradicted by
ﬁden:ly. any ; TaxTéoy
L weaToIS
Tiw dybar Zuay ferfoy 757[;0«.7'4‘11, ois Ymeron n F woskewy H T Amocirar ez
gﬁ%ﬁcl.mﬂ.l.;.c.u. The four Gefpels are firft 1o be plu ¢, and then tbe flory of the Alis of thr
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Sect. 28.

Seét. 29.

Seét. 30-
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Je unfatisfied in this
illing to leave any poffible ferup ;
1:::’ n::\rt‘hércbforc 1 (hall prqceCfi to that othcrbfzi‘dé:}gi{:e
?a&ior;[lill behind, That that wk{)xch fxs ? 'C:if?dfe‘-i :)(;_ n;e he vaic
y ¢ have been fixh, but ome delufon s
Ofcadl’:::r{?};;: voice of forme O’ther, aqd not of Gafif, as:‘t‘\z::h
Zglai; the oracle delivered himfelf by fugwdc ; ?rni[?rf;:n?brl; housh
1 e if this veice were Goas infallibly ¢
“bb,e con:ftgér[eh\i:cil‘fnecd 7}f:;me certain way of d:fcnmma;:or;% ;[?
P ([ﬁ y.e: was his. To this T anfwer, That the perfon I:V 0 cab-
:'né;l;ocnlthis may be fappofed to be, iseither abare T eift,
JC

acknowledges 2 od, but not the Godof Ifracl; of elfe he thac
el

acknowledges what the Few d';:i, tfh;t?uth of the Old Teftameint -
aewhat to cach ofthele.

”h:“ r:tgelyfgcr);er‘ That if this way of objesting ‘ﬁ?‘dobxsuif
forlcg there could’be no way for Godto rwealfhxm (eioni[ﬁcmor:
roraeity would be an empty attribute of God, of DO U5/ wion
”msﬂ-]For it is not imaginable that there fhoul;l{:my Uro ter
;({)ﬁ?m’ncc of Gods fpeakirg tO r_ncnf éh;ndtgczgginge‘.’«;&y;; P;md

it of Ge R

and from (0% oy giﬁé clonds a voice del'\l‘)lcrcg ; w{\::

i ve tht

2 imagined ov named will not be & 0

fOGVC_\'E ::lfethc;:}lvat;":s‘t‘{::tuGod can nfe,be not able L0 Ve aﬂu:\;‘;‘:;;
ﬁk‘\nd" is God that {peaks, what ar¢ we the neer for knom&z e
tg:; l,[::mnlot lie, aslong as thfe_rehis fuppcifec‘iﬂf;c;; lllj'en?as toythis

< j ¢ any time he faich 2 nay, 0 | ]
ot “::‘)“isahis oi]nnipatfnce, if he cannet reveal hl@fclf [(:)::‘s}»li?
Fargtcun'a, that may be reafonable forus €0 bflulﬂlyc tobc a{)k,
ur:d s(:: f());'ne deceivirs woice Nay, in this, God ﬂw; n(;tml h‘lm_'
:o doe fo much, asany ordinary man 5 for he c;n 0 ;}e L
felf, or [peak, as nO man that is preﬁnt,and doth nct ffep A

) ,

(1.}l be able to doube of his {peaking. Chatche ojefion il
To the fecond fott of shjecters, 1 anfwer, ‘ad hai o

jofe all its feeming force, if it be rememglird; ::nd (‘huefoam

; c

QoW among us,zoxe’ from Heaven,ate not o 4o oontl

we are not at this difpance fo competent JISC o and

or cerrainty, that fuch, when they WCIC, w_crinois c p;»o;;—ric-

accorcingly the afent required of us of this age,

3 e P ,er among that
pable to the gromids of belief, which W enjoy) yet peeple

ing,
Iéhting on one, and out ©
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people of the Fewes, this was very ordinary. Gods Law was given
to Mofes in that manner, and God /ead that people by a piflar of
cloud, and fire, which was anfiwerable to this: And in after
times under the [econd Temple, they confefs thisthe onely Wy
of Gods revealing himfelf to them. And therefore in this very
mateer it was allowcd, and pleaded by fome prime men of that
people, thatif the Spirit, or an eAngel had [poken 1o Panl, the re-
fifting bim would be a fighting againft God: And thercupon,
e dcts 23.9. they confefled, that they fornd no harm in bim 5 that
Ged had thus fheke= to him, thofe men then thought probuble, but
did not avow the knowing it certainly, having no prefent evi-
dewce of the face, fave onely the affirmation of Pawl himfelf at
that time. But had they had evidence of the fact, by being pre-
fent at it, (as they that reffifie the voice to Chriff, were eye and

ear-witneffes of it) they would not then have thought reafonable
to make any farther gueftion, whether chat, which they call che

woice of the Spirit, or an Augel, were fuch or no,

and beirg fuch,

whether the refiffiry what was fpoken by it, were the fighting
againft God. Forthe reftifying thercfore of the truth of fuch

pretended fucts 5 and indeed to leave no place fo

in this matter, there is yet a farther anfwer, That the power of

r ratisnal doubt

miracles, and the gifes of tengues that atrended thefe veices, and
defcents of the Holy Ghoft from Heaven, were irrefragable seffi-

monies, and evidences of the reality of them, an

d could notbe

the immediate ¢ffects of delufions, being fuch ascould not be
wronght by the power of the devi, ror ever were pretended the

¢fFeces of his oraczlar r(ﬁanﬁ!.
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Many other ways of difcriminasion there arc, by which the g¢¢#. 31,
woices of the dewil, or delafions magical might be diftinguithed

from Divine, as that of concordance with predictions, acknow-
ledged ro have come from God ; and fuch was the veice that was
delivered at the defcent of the Spirit upon Chrift, the fame that
was foretoldby the Prophet, and by him joyned with the mention
of the defeent of Gods Spirit upon him. And to the fame belongs

alfo the completion of the fo many other things
had certainly been foretold of the Adeffias, whi

in him, which
ch (oncordance

with Divine truh, is molt diametrically contrary to delufion.
And befides, of the miracles which he did, moit werc to difpoffefs,

and

R
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T and oot diveds, {to r(ﬂor;:llamlt(;E a;rl;’i{)ct‘);:);gxmd);ﬁ;(;z
~ortcquently look on i as (an

\C:R(:n: ; an(\li a\:hzngh this may be thoug\_xt to be( (é}f))nc bz ;IE‘;‘;
for fome greatet advantagc (af the Devil may futier t:m:hounhg
o counter-work another, ) yet cqu\d thcy7 not hckr‘c 3 wcrbof

to have ufed thofe endevonrs €O raife Chrift intot at po r 0
deftroyizg them, OT TO affift their urmolt, to give him an an f:) d{.

in the worid. Indced the whole do&rine of_ Chrift \;/‘aso &
reQtly contrary O that,which had been maintained by t A; 'r;z “;
that it cannot be imagined to pmcee.d from thadt tf”"?fu:;rc/,

which they pretend. ’and the Qory is approved by

e
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Cuae. IL

A Digreffion concerning the ufe of Reafon in deciding
Controverfies in Religren,

Aving proceeded thus far for the convincing of the gain-
fayer ; it may notbe amifs to confider the belesver awhile,

and give him the bounds ot Limits, within which Reafon is obliged
to containit [elf, in matters of Fairh, an

Sed, 1.

d chis even by the ver-
d the ¢ Fect hath made it not imsprobable, that there was fome dit of Reafén it (If. AndIfhalldo icbyabricf Rating of this
(t:::zk[%nci:)i fthat about Chriffs titne,a voice Was heard on the Sea, Quetion.

that the grear God Pan Was dead, and an hnuge bf”gtz'm“g“,s :vni
roaring, as of infernal mewrrers, following it 5 and tf :‘t‘l il
P"Dbai{] the canfe, acksowledgedly the forernnner OF the
‘filence, and never fpeaking inthe O(ucle': any m'oriz. i the
As for the mawscr of the Devils giving his e/}:onﬁ{ e
Oracle, it1s confelt by all, that thea tived, and knew t tm‘;m "
they were de livered conltantly by a mars who was feen, wd e
didit, and was called the crssurns, One that [pake u; erhich
Oracle, out of the caverns of the Earth, (by the vaper D)V\:lhi(h
P L avch conceived him infpired, and [0 turned Ench iaft hich
1s a far different thing from a voice (00 man bﬂlngdf;'eg)mem-
came in aclap aftkund:r, wi[k! a bright _/bmmg clow l-l: Gy
zen, This may reafonably {atisfie the importunity ©
G )E&‘ih?%much for the firlt part of the grasnd of our Faith in

whether Right |Reafon be appesnted the Judge of Controver- Sedt. 2,
fies ? Whether all dowbis of all forts be 1o be determined by the
dictates of Natwre, in the Fleart of every Man Which bath the e of
Reafon ?

To this I thall ground my anfiwer in thefe 2o Rules, Of Polta-
lations. 1. That
The meafurc of mans nasral power of knowing or judging of Seit. 3.
things, is his participating of thofe things ( in fome degree)
with God, in whom they atc as in the Fomneain. So that the man
may finde, and behold them in himfelf as erxly, though not s
eminently,0r in the fame degree, as they arcin God.
For certainly, if aman denadate of all experimemal, acquired,
revealed knowledge, of all forain helps, left onely to himfelfasa
man endued with Reafor, fhouid be queftioned in any thing and

Seét. 32

o0

evels, the s¢ffimony O0 which it is built , which being anlinfalliilsc
C\kéré derived and conveyed to us by ithe moft creditable ;_ne;m s
and which we have no remptation from Reafon tO doubt of, m3y
fare be coneludea 3 sationall grownd of belsef

CHAPF.

fuppofed able to exprefs

his cencepriens, he would be fin to

fome fure connesion dopend
communivazes Lo [ and pagric

ferch out every word that he fid, from within um, fay oncly
what his own beart could difcern within himfelf, otherwife he
fhould be fuppofed to anfwer more, then he had means to
come to the knowledge of ; The work done weuid be above the
proportion of the prears Lo it ; the conclufion weuld have more 1o
it then the prowss/er.
From hence follows this fzcond Rule, That
Men are sarsraiy able to judge onely of thote >

D

:hings,whic’n by -
on chole wrrrigstes of God,whichare
harly by) men, and arc the ke (as
far

.

1
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Selt. 4.

Sect. 5.

Sedt, 6.

Sect. 7.

of the Reaﬁnablem[s’

far as the edumbration or tranfeript, 18 tp-tgc jxempl;zr Of pattern)
;nde,though not degree, in man asin God. '

fofh%’;f all Cazlraverﬁe%, (s.eall things fubject to judgement ) are

reducible to two heads, Guednefs ot Trath ; fo that the ‘_Qmﬁ;.m

now is, Whether Right Reafon can infaklibly jndg, what u goodyer

trice or falle ? .

bﬂd}\nd théfn to this T anfwer, Fir(t, Concerning the fir/? Hcad'.

For a thing to be good morally (forx jble‘tap/)]ﬁmlgoodmﬁ 1s al{
one with rrth ) depends, by fore connexion , from that etermal
juslize which is primarily in God, That bcmg the »ule, as itis the
Fountain,of all meral goodunefs in men, ot things : Every thing l:)g-
ing good, morc oOf lofé, as it more or lefs partakes of chat juftice,

ich is in God.

Whétlg‘.z lthis being one of the attribiutes of Gud, which are called

Communicable, itistruly affirmed, That that jaice, which is in
God,is the very fame in fubflance, communicated to mex, though
ina lower degree. And therefore it follows b)f the fecond rAa[e, that
man by the light of nature, bandvge.ncra’l impri[ffions, 3. e. by a
power of feeing, whatfoever is within his fphear, is enabled by
God to judge what is j225%, what not, what morally good, what bad.
And no man judges amifs in thefe things, but he that hath
his judgement corrupted by fome prepoffe/fion, ot habituall wice, or
prefent prevailing temptation ; and thercfore of moral Contro-
vet{ies, i.e. whether a thing zatmraly, or 101t felf, be good ot bad,
juff.or sot, Right Peafonisa fud7. ' .

Yet this with this Caztion, 0% limitation, that it be not extend-
ed to thofc things, whercin the Zaw of Nature hath been eleva-
red higher by any pofitive Law of Chrift. Foris Right Reafor
cannot judge whatis lawful in any particular Kingdem,becanfe
what Nature hath made lawfulthe Adunicipal Laws of that place
may have forbidden, and made snlarful, (and that Right Reafor
cannot take notice of, unlefs it be told fo) fo in Christs Kingdom,
the Charch, when he hath forbiddes what Narure had left free
and unforbidden , Reafon { untaught by Chriff ) cannot fay.
that that is malorfil, yet generally will be found to bear that
Teftimony to Chriff, that what Chrij hath fuper-added to the
Law of:’\@rﬂrf,’Rzgﬁt Resfon wiil of its own accord commend, as
bett, or mofk lasdsole , and excellent inthem that do 1t, though

not
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not knowing any preceps for it, it will not affirm that it is weceffis-
#3,§0 as it cannot be omitted without fn.
Then concerning the fecond Head, I anfwer,

That for a thing tobe true, i. e, to have a Being either potential Self. 8.

or attual,depends partly on Gods Power, partly on his #ifl. In

refpec of its potential Being,it depends on his Power,in refpect of
its Aftaal, on his p7el.

Now Gods Power, though it may in fome fenfe be faid commn. secf, 9.

nicable to the Creature, becaufe all abilityin the Creatureis a
gleam of infinite a#ility in God,yet is not this fo communicated,
as his fsftice ot Goodne(fe was faid to be.For Goodneffe in the crea-
ture is a kinde of image truly refembling the goodneffe in God,
and that a kinde of neraral image,as is the face in the Glafle,not 2
woluntary one, which hath its Being from the variable #7ill of the
Artificer. But pewer, or ability in the Creature, is not thusa
nateeral image of Gods power but as a reflection of a thing, which
woluntarily, and varioafly calts its beams. Falunrarily, 1fay, be-

anfe the difpenfing of his Power, either in manner, ot meafure, is
a free ack of his will ; and warionfly, becaufe he doth it, firlt, ra-
equally ; and fecondly, not fo to any,but that he can ( and fome-
times doth ) withdraw or fwfpendit, when it isbeltowed ; fo that
1 cannot fay, that as that which is juff in God to be done, is juff to
be done by the Creature, fo what is po/fié/e to be done by Ged, is
poffibleto be done by the Creature,

The reafon of the »et commnnicating of Gods Pewer to the Seft. 1o

Creatnre, as well as his Fuffice, may be this, becaufe it conduced
not to the end of the Creatsres Creation, asthe other did : For
though Ged intended to make a Creature truly good, and juf?, yet
he did not truly powerful. Power indeed being in it felf not a ver-
t#e, as juftice is, not init {elf morally goodsor evil, and therefore
not fo agreeable to the condition of a Creasnre,but rather indeed
peculiar to the Majefty of a (reator.

From all this it follows by the faid fecondrule, that manis S¢lf, 115

not able to fathom Potentiall truths , becaufe Power isnot the
fame in fubftance in God, and in the Creanre, and therefore by
what isin the (Featsre, e is no way enabled to conceive what is
in God, and fo confequently to define of any Parcntiall truth, be-
caufe though it map not be wrought by any thing that is in

' - Dz the
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Sect 13

Seét. 14.

of the Reafonablenef§

the Creasure , or within his fphere of knowledge, yet it may be
by Ged. o .

All the wataral impre[fion, Of light, that in this behalf a rational
Creatnre hath, is that 1o contradictaries cannot be trae at once,
and therefore I think, all Principles that are not thought fit to
be proved in any naturall fcience, ( if they be truly fo ) may eafily
be refolved into this one, 4 thing cannot at exce be, and not be.
And this natural impreffion rifes not from any obfervation of the

swer communicated to the creature,(For then ftill it would hold,
that though mas cannot do contradicteries at once, yet God
may ) but from a fight, that this would be an effe@ of extreme
impotency , more then is conceiveable in any Creatnre, and
therefore cannot be imputed to God, who is conceived Omi-

etent, nor confequently €0 man, unlefle God (hould take away
all degrees of power quite from him, and then he fhould be 4x-
wibilated: )

Now for actual truths already in Being,which are works either
mediately 5 Of immediately of Gods will, our Reafos is no farther
judg of them, then as Gods il is communicated to us by fome
Images, or Pictures of it , cither fubftantial :mgi reall, as wher a
thing dong, is prefented to the faculty, to which it is ofjicible,
chere a real rmage of Gods il is imprelt in me, (& by that T may
judg diltinctly ) or when it is revealed Lo me either from God.or
from any other witzeffe, of which in this matter I am convinced,
that he partakes of Gods veracizy, i.e. would not lie to me, and
this may be called an insentionail Image of Gods Will imprelt
in me.

Thus may Right Reafon judg of things in Being, either becaule
it is fo really reprefented to the fenfes, and that is svidence ; ot
becaule is either revealed , ot elfe astefted by God, which Rea-
fon knows can neither erre, nor deceive, and this is adberence 5
“or becaufe fiich 2 concurrence of seffimanies agrees to teli me fo,

as I have ne Mozive or Keafon to disbeleive, and this is bumane
Faith,( which may reafonably take place, untill I cither fee fome-
what, or receive fomewhat by an bigher reftiniony revealed to the
contrary) which alfo is weaker, or fironger, according to the im-
porsance of the matter,asthority of the reffifiers,my particular dan-
geniflbe deccived init,gres

Hence
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Hence the Conclufien is, That

Right Reafonis able to judge of all meetly Moralobjells, whe- Sef, 15.

ther ‘any thing be geod ot bad morally ; of Narurall objects in
matter of fact, whether fuch a thing be done or no, by thehelp
of the means fpecified, and by difeonr/fe, and analogy from things
that we fee are dome, to judg that fuch another thing is po/fible -
But of [upernatural truths, fuch things as it never difcerned in
Naure, either in the kinde, or the like, it cannot judgany far-
ther then thus. Either fir(t, that though we cannot do it, yet for
ought we know itis poffitle, (nay it hath a Being ) with God 5 or
fecondly, that God hath affirmed it fo, therefore Iam fureitis;
or thirdly, that comes to me from awrhority, that T have no
reafon to fufpect, but on the contrary concurrence of all Reafons
to be perfwaded by it ; nay, thereare fome inward Charactersin
the thing it felf, chat makes me caft off all jealoufic or doubt of
fixch affrmations, and therefore I believe it is fo.  But generally,
and in thefi, itis no way Feudze of thefe latt kind of Comsro-
verfies.

And therefore though God, in moral actions, even inhimfclf, Sed?, 16.

fubmits and appeals to mans reafos, Ifa. 5.3. Exek. 18. 25. yerin
thefe latter he derides all thofe, that goe about to jrdge of them
by reafon, 1 Cor.1.20, And agreeably Saint Pax! in his Preaching
the Gofpe!, forthe proving the truth of (Chriftianity, vwas fain,
faith 2 Origen, toufe a peculiar way of demowflration. Firft, by
comparing of Prophecies inthe Old T ¢ftament, concerning Chrift :
Secondly, by Miracies; but in practical martershe appeals to chat
which was Writren in every ones heart, Remi2.15.

To this purpole hath Eulogiss an Oration againft thofe, who
think to be able to eomprehend the true Theology of Chriftiasns
(i.e. Chriftians difcourfes coneerning the Perfors of the Deity) b by

the-wit, or Reafon of Man ; and Photius bath approved of that -

difcourfe of his, that he doth ¢ ral? of God Picnfly, and devontly,

and {ct Chriffian divinity a pitch beyond bumane wifdom, d fupirier
c

to all etber € artificial methed, or rules of Are.

’

;U; G
d £ kgei7lw Tetans &ley vizews. © Vid. Tuft. Mut. p. 5. & 6.4 & 8. Cg. AL SoJult,

Mait, p. 375. B forthe 7ds 7870, pe 379. S0 for the T:0m 8 of she mion of Clrifisni-
nires, 382 B, saghs taey 5@ aricias 75 mis wagl Fed adyeiv; 386D, 387.D, 388 A

D3 In




—

28 of the Reafc onablenefs
Seft. 18 In fum, itis obfervable in the writing of the Scriprare, that

i ing chele laff forts of Truths, Gods anshority is

%f:il:\}vlg ‘:sd[:\?(;:%l; :roofc/)if what is faid_, without uﬁqg any o-

s way’of“’gn;n‘g’ or fecular df'lnonﬂrutxgn:A“ that is m(t‘ulgi\ed

to mens Reafon, being onely this ; Firll, to conﬁdcnj? }‘1” ether

it be not very equal; and reaforableto t_&chevc God, wit ;):mk:\any

other morive, or topick of proef, eventn thofe [hu;gls, v;_/ ic arc

above,or befide Right Reafon, nay,againft the propolais ;[IMHP. ;

ud fecondly, <o fearch (by what helps foever a reafonable mans

; d ):i’dili gnce can fuggeft, or furniflh him with) which
I:smﬂf::g\:’grd ongod, whi?h contains th.e(c revelations, whx‘ch

Reafon tells them, they mult believe without farther reafos-

Seit. 19- mgiiut not to fuffer my felf to pelieveany thing (‘hoﬁ%hlyegm"l
fasye dzam ed by the Scripinres) but what Reafon otherwifc wou fhga ﬁ:r::;
rsdsvras £ go, s the fame that Celfws perfwaded the HM[I”"IA(OI is ‘/[ )
reytxd 3w to, againlt (hriff, to £ follow Reafon, and the r:tform fg:;\ 5th.
yéy mggde gl the dollrines, we recesve, all ervor and deceit eznﬁg,r ai dan’-
yedar 46y brought into the World by Faith a_nd that they thgjtl‘c"‘fvien 7” y‘
;;171’ @5 thing without Reaf;n fokl;itl’ art‘t‘h;(: ;Rir;otfkc\avtvhocrtg%r:‘iri”g ngc
ayTos 674 [ors, ¢c. and thereforehelaugasa v g 1o
o gt Resfnfor whscshey bz UL e e pieafed with

vns TG Bh 5 byt beleive, th Eaith fball fave toee, 3 "

7: ‘U":"‘”' fvifdom, an,d ig love with folly. _To all which Zrlghl,fag ac::;;
Tifsutrw Tt Reafoner asany, oppofes nothing, but the EWCN‘;:{”;\O'E ’:ane no{,
i, Orig- andthe word of Ged for this rule of Faith W .1cl i ; Dot
cont Celf p.8s fimply beleived withoutany I{h:laﬁphzml."mzfxonn ;[?f] ‘[,’(j‘\il cor-
g 1 cemiog the ings L AL oo o the rfing

inng miseut in infideliry after all that G _ :
;:2¢7i¢ i tz:vn;nol::jz' '\t,] and only a few ﬁnfi that by rational [earch, which

gavss ot before they beleived by fimple Faith,

Cuasaz,
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Cuar. 111

Of the power of the affetions and interefts inmatier
of Faith,

He belief of Chriftianity being inthe firff Chapter fuppofed ¢, |
to be thus fufticiently recommended to the saderffand- T
ing , which is a wel-naured facuity , and very ready to hear
Reafon, when it is offered to it : Therc is but one ohfbrutlion
poffible, and thatis from mens affeftions, ot intereffs, and that
by two ways of proceeding : Firlt mediarcly ; fecondly , imme-
diately.

Firlt, they work nzediarely by the wif, and have fometimes .77, =,
that unhappy influence upon thac, as by their importunity to
perfwade it to suterpofe, before the full reprefentment ot propofal
of the obje@, and fo to hinder the free accefs of the Argmment
to the waderflanding.

Thus we fee it often in prejudicate and paffionite men, WhO  goff, =
are impatient of hearing or confidering any thing that may dif ’
poffefs them, And thus we fee ic fometimes in thofe of a bezter
remper, who yet being unwilling, to lofe any advantages, which
they can make afe of to maintain their prefent perfwafions, are
fo intent upon their own part of the difpare, that they do not
reccive the oppofite .4rguments, with that equal Fafbice of im-
proving them to the he'ght, with which they are oftered, or to
which if it had happened, that they had undertaken the mainre-
smce of the other part, they could have beiglned them. This
tatter, being not an ¢ of fo greata dfemper, is not fo dil-
cermible (o our felves efpecially; as theother, butyet is a fauls,
and that'of ill confequence, arnd a deviation from the rules of
diffributize Foftice, which would atlow as much of our atzention,
or diligence to the improving of the Argumests of the one pare,
as of the other, and cxprefs as impartial a kindne/s to the Neigh-

for asto my i4f And in allthis the 7734 is culpable for being
thus (more s icfle) snframentall to the affetions. And {0 itisNe.
gatively akiv, whenfoever we do not ufe that imdiffry of festrch as
our cendizion Termits, and the impertance of the matrer requires
Bu

of us,
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But then {econdly, The affettions and intereffs do themfelves

Seét 4 : i fometimes, perform their own bufinefs , they cload
”::inﬁtrz:r[;’éhg underfhz:a ling, and make it lefs capable and recep=
:i'ue of fuch reprefmmziam 25 are made toit. e men
Sect. s This made Ariftaile to affirm, That Pleafires are tn 10
eck. 5. t

; inci hat thofe common dictates of
a otive of principlesy i €. DL '
a aadlical n;t‘::rre ch'c. which are by all unbyafled men naturally conf[:)zgttchci
7w " teue, and unqueltioned, do yet £o voluptwons men (and cf
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%or the enjoying of them,undcrwéw, ? dcfp;‘fc thetr'gga‘;;{:[h :rﬁq:‘;
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tch of truth, €O have mens affection .
f:::\atcd firft (though not by reading, o{)ﬁudym{_{;i thengo;lg;t::z
b i dysae ?S‘cienrf of Morals ot Ethicks, yct)dF); eﬂd;;::fztz?o;:, ;C wirtuons
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simplic. 10 for a maz with fore eyes to bebold f//u/ir;am [plendid objects,
Catheg, Arift- being aointed or cured of #heir diffemper. N
13 &ﬂ']e?\éru,dfld., Anonym. Schol. in Categ, d iy pn TEFOA@LRICY

oo

i I a2
2 ’;“V]Jn W'&a.’)fldlﬂ'(')v Kglf?l{ [.A)i AKCLZ €8T ¥

Seét. 6.

o
Cio3odlozasis z
o Q.

S {npyxdt Tns 1Lh
s Qi 10 B \ A apegs FAE T SR
o s S wady T Aoy ITUeY Gy pvTes, TAS T S s s ot 1Y

737 1d. ¢ osmip SR amE ARUOI T A28 ueraFapuiin, TH 0PI S
O et ; }.l, o Ty dediny wanTnpAL 9y TS THE GARTEILS LysrlelTad
Yot iy 22 )

.

: A
3 SreriewTE BT

PRoas Hicrocl. in Praf. ad yguga emin Accordingly

of Chriftian Religion.

3t

Accordingly it hath been obferved in the firlt Ages of Lue
Church, that luxurions and intemperate men were of all others
moft hardly brought to beleive the Chriftian Dollrine of the
Refiervettion of the Body, and Immortality of the Sonl, becanfe
their carnal joyes being 0 marerial and grofi, and contrary to
what Chrift hath taught of an Erernall Life , and of Spiritnal
bodies , and bLifs, thetr being fo deeply engaged, and immerft
in the former,fortified them pertinacioufly againft all impreftion
from the latter, and ¢nabled them to hold out finally againft the
beleif of thofe Chriftian Trashs, which others of more ruly tem-
pers, upon cqual Reafons, and the fame reprefentation, did molt
readily embrace and aflent to.

And it is worth our prefent confideration and enquiry, whe-
ther they which ace now moft witling to entertain dembis of the
tenth of Chriftianity , are either more tharp difccrners of eruch,
then all others, that arc not (or then themfelves, before they )
arrived to this piech of Sranchnefs, and Scepricifm ; ot again
whether they have ferioufly {pent any confiderable time in re-
viewing their Principles, end, doing fo, have fprang any fpecial
new Argumentswhich they had not confidered before, and thofe
of fuch weigh: with them,that they wil contentedly expofe them-
jelves to all the torments of Hell (the fure reward of an o Athes-

ftical Antichriftianlife) upon the bare probability of thofe their
edrguments, (which cannot be rationaily done by them, unlefs
their pretenfiors againft Chriftian Religion exceed ours forit, in
ftrength of credibiliy, as far as an eternal Hell exceeds thofe
fhort fufferings of this life, to which Chriftianity betrayes us,
or as an erernal flate of (piritsal blifs in Heaven, doth furpafs the
tranfitory , unfazisfacory fbort pleafures of fn in this life ) or
whether it be not really their freer induigence to fome /iber-
ties, which Chriftianity admits not of , ( and that more againft
ljght, and againlt the importunity of Gods judgements, then be-
fore ) or perhaps fome charge of offuirs abroad, which hath made
she praflife of (briftianity a more inconvenient, coftly thing, then

it was wont to be ; molt men being willing to have the udoan-
zages of Religion, as long as there be but few, and fupportable
cencumbrances , thatattend it ; and after changing their opinicn
ofir, when they have tun any bazards by it.

E

YWhich

Sec?, 8.




3‘.’.
Sest. 9-

Scft. 10.

Seit. 11-

e —————
of the Reafonablenef§

\Which truly is fo far from being seWw , ot firange, thatit was
a part of the (haratler, that ouc Chriff fer upon humfelf, and his
Dectrive, both in thitp,lrublc of the Seed, that fe/l wpon fRoay
eround, which s funpofed to be fcorched at the rifiig of the Sun
‘wpon ic,and by that loze of his anfwer to Jobas Difciples, Blef-d
45 be that s notﬁnnda/’i;e:i ar me, forctelling them that the moft
eminent and confiderable danger to Chriftian Religion, is, Thar
they which in profperous timgs arc forward profeffors of it,will,
when their Religion begins to ofter them fm.art, fairly forfake, and
fall off from it.

Thus much hath been premifid to this fecond Head of o1
armente; On purpafe Lo fhow the influence, that master of adwas-
Lge may have on belief, and that on either fide , not onely
where mens fazerefis do chance to thwart their perfwafions , but
alfo,and as difcernibly, when they appear on cheir tides, to affilt
snd confirm them.

For fo cereainly did the Sreetieffe, and wel-raffednefs of the
Adarnn work as cficGually on the Faith of fome Fewvs, make
them 16 willing to adhereto Godyand Maofes, in oppofition to re-
turning to Egyps, as the v miraculous mmner of the coming
of that down upon them;and the AMilkand Hoacy of (anasnwere
very sood motives, and alectizes , and engagements to the furh,
and obedience of others ¢ And fo in like manner the carnality of
the p. jife, that Al chomet promircd to his di/ciples, hath much

1dvanced the eredit, and facilitated the beleif, and difguifed the
g1 owefs and abfwrdisies of the Aleon. ‘
54nd becaufe advantages arc not to be difliked, beeanfe they
e fuch, but becaufe they precend, andarce miftaken to be fuch,
when they are #af, and by fo doing, do rob us of thofe that are
tr1ely {o, or thatare infinitely weight/er, and more confiderablz;
and becaufe that which is really the molt advantagions, is always
ol rarioral, moft pradent for man to choofe and purfue, and
afpire to : Therefore itis, that to the former Argument cf the
reafonablene/s of the ground , or ¢eftinsony on which we believe
Chriftian Religionto be true, 1now proceed to the advantages,
that thofe that embrace (hall reap by it, both becaufe molt mens
Obje&ions againft Chriskianity, are founded in an opinion, that
itis not an advantagiens profeffion, and would have no other
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guarrel to it, if they were fatisfied that it were, and alfo becaufe
though 4dmnz,zgeoufneﬁ no way cortributes to the making, ot
proving a thing to be rrue OF fuije, yer it doth to the maki g i
mote ot Icfs werth belciving, or cmbracing,( for every {light ersmths
is not fuch ) and fo more or lcfle fit to be fet up in our hearts, as

our Religion-

For that by Religion cvery man entertains hopes of acquiring

fomewhat of bexefit to himfclf, and would not chufe to enter in-
to thote bands, if he did not promife himfelf fome wa-antage by

it, isa maxime which I (hall not think fit to prove, or confirm in
this place,

Cuar. TIIL

of the advantages of Chriftian Religion in the
grofs.

Set 17

Here is nothing therefore after the reffifying of the Trueh, Seits 1

fo proper for this prefert difquifition, as the confideration
of the advantages of Chyiftian Religionand thofe advanced above
alf other imag;‘nrzéle advantages of any other Religion, as much 1s
the cred:bility of Chriftian Religion is above the credifility of any
other that pretends againft it.

This T am by my premifed method obliged to confider here
oncly as true in the groff. And that will bedone by this one
confideration, which hath been enlarged on * in other Papers :
That the Precepts of Chrift, efpecially his fupperadditions to the
former Laws of Mofes, and of Naznre, are,beyond all the con-
trary wvices, ot the lower degrees of the fame verines, perfeitly
agreeable to Hymanc reafon,cultivated,and improved,and height-
ned by Philefoply 5 fo that that fhall confefs thoft things to be
Ll toft commendable, and molt excellent, which Chreff hath
thought fit to command his followers. This might be demor-
firated chrough all particulars ; bur i thail more ftri@ly retirain
my felf to the advastages of a (brisisi I:fe, by confidering it tirft

in order to entward,and fecondly, to imward aid
The onward advanteges, are agaia MoTe pi
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wate : Or the publick there is non¢ fure more valsable, and
more fundamental to all other, then that of Peace, and that is
{o immediatcly and infeparably annext to the Chriftian Do-
erine, that would men think fit to be cuided by that rrle, were
but Chrifts precepts conftantly praffifed, there would be no
occafion of & ffemper, o diffurbance, through the world, eithcr
between (briffian Poteutates among themfelves, or betwixt any

Chriftian Prince,and the Subjects of his own Kingdom. ‘
Firft, In What [Pate or condition focver a manis placed ia any
Nation be he King or Subject, this commands him molt {trictly
therein to abide with God 5 every min Lo content himfelf with his
prefent portion, whether it be of Soveraigutie, ot of inferior
efare under fubjection : Then fccondly, whercfoever the Supre-
macie of power is placed by the Lawys ofany Kingdom, there
Chrift requires fubjection, and won-refiffance in all fubje€ts ; and
both by himfe;f, and in the writings of his Difciples b repeateth
and imprefleth that far more earneftly on the fibjecr, then he
doth the dutie of procction on the Supreme and where
they < conjoya them both, there they fegin conftantly with that
of fubjectisa in the inferior, as being of more eniverfal concern-
ment to the peace and prefervation of the whole, and as that
which carns the fuperiors performing of his dutic, as a due re-
w.1rd to their obcdience. Thirdly, Chalt prohibits fe/f-love, think-
ing bighly of aes [elf, all covetonfnefsy ambition, animofites, re
wenge, doing, OF retrning of injuries, whifperings, backbiiings, di-
Srafts and jealosfies, all ferupatyis preventions of remote poffible
dangers 5 and fourthly, he commands doing as we Would be done 10,
blefing of exiemies, contempt of the wor 14, not valuing any thing
which is moft tempting in ir, and, above all things, parfuing of
peace, with all men, (in the greateft extent imaginable ) as much
s in them lies, and whereever it is poffible, even over the whole
world. And fifthly, the Precepes dchvered by Chriff, (plain and
intelligible to all) as they are a ftandard, by which every man is
to meafure hisown adions, {0 arc they alfo to examine others,
and confequently they will fortificagainlt feducers, and flie diftrer-
bers of a peoples peace, ify according to Chrifts direction, we
trie them by their frwits, and reje@and {ftop our cars againft all
thofe, wholft dectrines bring not exal concordunce to Chriffian
pr,.‘ru‘".
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practife along with them. And where thefe preceprs are put in
pra@ife, what poffible inlet is there left, for diffurbance or [edi-
tion to eoter ?
Afcer Peace, Plentic is the molt deficeable publick_good, and
that is hardly feparable from the former; but, befide the con-
sributions, which ail the fomenters of peuce have made toward
plenticalfo, Chriftian Religion hath peculiar waies of afcertaining
any people of that , if its 'Laws be embraced and pracifed: For,
fitlt, (hriff commands Libor, and indnftrie, a0d diligence, banithes
the idic, as a f diforderly walker, disbands him as{oonas heap-
pears to be fuch. Secondly, he makes the rich man bis Almoner.
or Steward to diftribute to every mans wants, 3s he is able ; and
ashe bleffes his liberalitie ; and renders it the moft probable
courfe to make him rich, fo he convinces him, that gathering,
and hoarding up wealth is the meaneft, and withall che moft
difadvantageous follie,and that the only real commod:tie, in richs,
is the joy, and happinefs of relicving others, and the exhanfiag of
their future reward by fo doing. Thirdly, he forbids rapines, dr-
frandings, gaining L0 our felves by any ether mans loffes : And
Fourthly, by putting the wealth of the world in a chaunel, to de-
fcend from fisperiors to inferiors, from him that b.arh to him thae
hath sot, from the part that is fillcd, to that other that s empried,
he makes a certain provifion for every part of the bodie. And be-
yond all this, Afthly, be hath raught men, that all the good of
plentic isto be enjoyed in a compeicnce, OT 1 jufhcience, (and
that there is oncly more rramble, and more charge, and more
fears,and more temptations annexed to any greater abmsdasce ;)
And fixthly, he hath given all hic frithfiel forvants affwrance, thac
he that hath the difpofing of ali, and knows what they havs
weed of, will never fo deffirere them, that they fhall want thefe
neceffarie things. And when plentie is thus interpreied, and thefe
provifions made for it, there wiil be lictle poflivilitie, that any
people that lizve according to thefe 7sdes, {hail fail of that cur-
tain bencfic of them.

Then for the privae ontward advantages 1o cvery Chriflias
Liver, they will be as difcernible alfo. And thefe are of 1o forts,
Tirlt, thofe that have an smiver/ull influence on the comfortable-
nefs, and cheerfulnefi of the whale lite, withour which neithex
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pealth, not Wealth, nOT any particolr advantage, will have any
t.4ffe ot relifh in TR Sccondly, Tholfe particulars of health,c.
Or the fielt fort, 1 fhall be confident to prefur the obfervance
ofong Chriftian Precept. Artending to a mans prrticular cal-
ing,which, 15 it is the {trick dutie Of‘LVny {riftim,of what _mnk,
ot quulity foever, foisit that,‘whxchfn eetens the }vholc }ch Lo
him, that lives orderfy accordingto that rale. Ttis certain that
affuetude, and cuffome hath a moral efficacie i, O maie every
thing pleafant, that is acenffomed, (were it notupon that feore, 1t
{s not imaginable, that fome fus to fome men, which ba .
val averfions L0 them,fhould ever be taught to go df)wn‘ fo /muw‘ﬂ-
#y.) By this means, busfine(s and bodily Labor 1c fclf, whichatthe
Jiltance feemes motk sneajie, €0 thofe that have been brought ap
init, proves molt pleafant and delighiful. To ﬁ.lcl) an one idle~
nefiand Want of crmployment 18 7ealy the moft #neajic affliction of
his life. )

And for him that is rot brought up to either oftb:fc, yet we
fee by cxperience, and are able to give t‘hc reafon of it, from the
active temper both of the bodie, and minde of man, tuat thereds
no fuch confbant torment; S thc_nol: knowing what to doc with
his rime, U chaving his bowrs licupon his h:mds; for the remo-
ving of which, moltof the vain, of finfull mixtires of ow Lives
are fought out, as cures, or diw_mﬁmem:, and'baymg no reat
pleafantnefs in them, do yet imitate fome, by ridding us oftk:c
contrary mueafisefs, the barthes of thatidle time, which is made
more fupportable by fuch warieties. Thus hu[h‘ that U%C/h‘l"/lft’zé./f,
and very mean gualitic of cenfuring, and bakliting, and Jdersding
of others, become o frequcnts and fafbionable 10 the wo'rld, (fo1
infcparab\c from all our comver(atioss, the onely modern g9
companie, 2SIt is called) _onely becaufe many pgrfons have no
other émploymeat for their zime, but that of ratking. and of that
fore this is the moft obvious to thofe, who have neither zf‘zf
enough to their ows good, nor fo rouch of friendfhip Lo thoie with
whom they coaverfe, asto make the fardis of one :mot'hgr (in
order to the reforming of fortifying one another ) the fubject ot
their difcourfe.” To this and ali other fins 20d vanttics of this na-
ture, this dutic of atzeiaing the f.z//i;zg, isa certain p/{ntzz{at;’ or
Csre: The advantages of which canunot be more cmxnfc:trl?t;;x{-

mglified,

the Rmfonal/lcmfs
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< vemplsfied then among thofe men,who by miltake arc conceived
to have no Obligation of Calling upon them, I mean thofe, of the
N sbilitie and Gentrie in a Kingdome. 1 (hallinlarge on this in-
france a tietde.

The Calling of thofe thatare not born to Eftates, ot Poff ffi-
ons, is generally acknowledged to be fomewhat of Libor, ot is-
dafiry for the acquiring of Wealth, and tothem may reafosably be
car fined that part of Adams cerfe (wWhichis yet fiveernedto Chri-
(Hans by Chrift) that in the Jmeat of their brows they faleat thiir
bresd. Dutthon, thofe that have ample poffeffions lefc them, f=f)-
ciomt for themfelves and fumilie, (and mnch more) and befidcs,
a perpetzinie of that to their famsilies for ever, are certainly ua-
der no {uch obligation to labor, TO encreafe fo fair an heap, ot
to fpeisd ihat pretiods time and fiveat, and indulteie on the bring-
ing more water into the Ocean, Of indeed more Weighs unto that
burthen of wealth, which lies already an encarzhrance (more
commonly then A real advantage) on their fBomlders. Their cal-
ing therefore, without queftion, confifts in the fcatrering, 0O €=
creafing, inthe d.fcrees, charitzble distribuiion of that yeerly re-
wesste. which is committed to their ferariing, o e in the ufing
that wealrh (co the richeft advantages they are able) to the fervice
of God. Suchis the fpending their time, as {itizzas not of one Ci-
tis, but of the World, enquiring what is the dutie of manlisde, and
how they may ferve God cheerfully inthofe Precepts of Chriffy
which arc of the grearcff perfeftion, obferving the wonderfid

iszs OF Gods Law, and the barmoiic which thofc notes of 41~
‘o4 1K¢, which ro the unskilful or witunealle ear are fo harh.
This and much morein refercnce to God, and then in order to
men, the well ordering of that part of the Comwnon-Wealth ,
wherein they are employed. the releiving of thole that want,
the artrafiing inferiors, by Exheriation oA bmanition, Correp=
tion, (but efpecially by exemplarie aéts of all pictie) to the prac-
tice of Chriftianitie, and, as much as in them lies, bringing 2 -
130 L0 conmenance, and reprration, 0to fufbion, and cred’t in the
world.

That Wealth, and eminencie of place are very proper intrae
ments toward this end, will notbe nexdfuil tobe demonftrated
here, all that is feafonable will be, to confider whata Treafure of
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dom, b i gt leceful attendanec on the feverals of this cal-
o o 'A e f them infnitely more frofe ironalle RO tl\; appe-
ing, ovoTy 08U of the s prnic then any thing ¢lte, which h,ls
could faogelt toturm: No{hiqg T’”/:Z‘”‘é{)r‘m(ﬂ;i )‘nL;::
beide all the particuia Ailighas inexety & M cach) the
.1 of having fattstied Confercee, the not
hiving by od an wuprefitat Jebyrthion c“'_r."}c ]:'_drr/o, ‘ﬂ\\‘c 1\‘1ymg,[;‘n‘
fxr“‘"in::nur‘. pcrfm‘mcd the rask, for which he (_JI\']‘L(H‘\[):)V b‘t
\:« rd wen'dbeto him that comes Lo reap thcrf\_,.p.mly}a f c
s o nme nis, though. at the .i;/?‘z{:;f, perhaps the fenfmall defi ey
) Cach ¢ vechencses i thet
¢ li\:r: r::-?c‘t{‘?;hc:41:'{:/:’{;7:::;“14[,17 external advantages, 38 they are
the L{;lire-d pm"[ion of ¢ very inq';:ridtml man, (whxchcl);'y’;?\}l?ll-

thor prodential methods \_ma_gm:xb\C) Obedicnceto Ch b
ot ;idées for us Qi this fort, Firlt, the healih of the lo-
e ¢ fe t lthd t ndof all other onpyard comforts) cannot bet-
e '\[’hs’tfo“‘;:c;??om difeales, then by {tric¢ rales _of conilant
LI:;D: p?:CfL and M-rmié ,and of fafting, ;\nd‘ ut'/ﬂz:an_z‘(e fs);n%-l—
e rience, OF comir gl chaftitie, of active and indnftriois
ti-w i C(ff-',i;\e“::\;(mefs of Ehgfﬁllzﬂg ; nor can it betterbe lccurei
g—“:m Womnas and maims, and vislent deaths, icn by mf[dm’fj, ar}\1
t:!:ic!r; R 'and"'oérim'c, and Zgﬂ;mg of injurics, all which aretnc
{n=ciali > v ifti 107

ipfcfh d:%rélr;?fprcag;ﬁ:,”be%d%f thefe proprieties of advantage

T'JE Lo 13 o ¢cale,and fGrexcth of the bodieshavein them 2 far

e kf‘ﬁfln’if“:rdvpl’n’m'e, anﬁgmzeﬁ:lneﬁ to the fenfes, then
er nelifnly b a ‘ 4 o '
. ;'fr[fne rjn'.’/”;‘/:fﬂ:zn contraries. No plmfntrlixr};ayt;ﬁgszifif;::(ﬂ
2 like that inthe zr;n;emze fecding on the plartfly

d{o1 ne rait. .
;:;;53'\;:0" arother fpec'_m_l outward 4d7{afnta%;,l: ;ZC:Z?:(
rhar brfides, that (briftian Religion reaches every mn o s
Girrer of erhers 10ER bimfelf , for.blds j!!d‘gmg , al—?t F,,f}cn'n‘lgé
facs siting, and fo moft certainly preferves tha 70:)n1m:1nds
to C¥ v mar.  The pra:’.’ife of (b"rtﬂmn Vartses : Ch nancs
Geom o d 2 alne €VED from thofe which fealt excrcifc them ]
H,{,{m an’l—hﬂ:h};wi man €annot chufc but reverénce thq mt[[ll(é
xt‘:':f;;'sf'/m:::h; man the remperait, the ;;rcntc!\_h//-/nlgr htmm\:ﬂ

1 fag ey 1AL
P WS A RS

Aaryit
and

", - L.
areat crantcondent rem’e

of Chriftian Religion.

moft divefls himfelf of all his felf interefts.  There are not three
things in the World, which fo certainly bring a good reputation
2long with them, as Charity, and Humility, and Conflancy ; and
thefe ihree are the prime commands of Chyiftian Religion,

After the ontward, 1 proceed to the imvard advantages, the 24-
vantages of the San/jand thofe eicher of thes Life at the prefent, or
in order to ansther life.

The Chriftian Precepts tend evidently to the betrering ofthe §e7 ¢ {
fonl in this dife : Eicl, by purging it: The Heathen Philsfopbers, ’
Porphyric , and divers others, efpecially the Pythagoreans, ‘werc
much concerncd in the polurions of the foz/ which they difcerned,
and beyond ali thirgs in the World efired, and endevoured
the purging them out, fought to Mugick and Sorcery to that end,
but terribly miftook in that way toit. Our Chre? hath done this
by the Crace, and Dsflrine of Repentance, as fir as is neceffary
for an inferior States  Ard fo, is foretold by the old Prephets

undet the (tyle of [ the defire of all Nations Jand [ the exfpeciurion
of the Gentles ] as he thit brought with him in his preceprs
and in his graces,a {ull fatssfs

a6fion to all the gafbings,and thirffs, 08
the moft rational,and earne/f appetites aboUT Ue,

Secondiy. by crltivaring it with ail ufeful: Erowledme, and true Soc7, 1
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wifdom. For fuch, by the Oracles own confeifion, 15 Praficd
Knowledg and of that kindeali the Piiophers that ever were,

never afcended to
Afoune hath done,

Thirdly, by fatisfying it, allowing it here tholt infoyments
which of all others a rarionad foul 1s plea/zd with, 1. The plea-
fures of fyi;ndﬂ;x‘p , of proﬁtab!c cenver!arion, .z,zme‘/n./‘r':zng.. and
inflrufling one another. 2. The pleaw ¢ 1nd fpecail ravilhmert
of reliezing, and refrefhurg thofe that w.ant,0f making a peor m.ia
Eappy. 3. The pleafure of contentment, and defiring rothing ha
what we enjoy. 4. The plea’tore of vurorees, in e ifting. and o ver-
coming remprations ot ail furts, but efpecially of svercoming ezu
With yood 5 and, whenever there ts a0y gspleaiane pesxtire, 10
5. The ple.jire of 3 dsffionds obedsence, Ther: by to approve cur ¢
and ze.d to him, who hath given himfe f for us.

And fourthly , by dw:fy rewarding or ot
s0d joyous retl xions of 4 good co7 crewce

3

fo high pitches , as (ks one Serman inche

B}' the som=irts
15tz fsice ot by ehe
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contrary Hell and terments of a bad.) 2.By the feverall cafés that
the feverall Chriffian virtues give mes here, the eafe of patience,
contrary to the sneafinefs of rage,the eafe of contempt of the World
contrary to the perpetual drudgery, and toiles of the World/;r(g/!
the eafe Of the comtinent MAN » contrary to the flames, and 4 /-
gniet s of the Libidinons. 3. By the prefent experience of Gods lo-
ving kindnefs here,in anfwering of thofe Pragers which atc nftful
for us; in derjing thofe which would be burifed, in refbraiming
us femetimes, i0 aciring us at (»icr times, in j]}en.l‘\;ng peace to
our fouls, &¢. 4.By converfing with God. by mtd.!t,:ua‘r!) by tharks-
giwing, [inging Hg/;;nrm,lu, and Hallelgahs to him, {he’ nroft jop-
“us crployment in the World. Nay, by a perpetuall cheerfislne/s,
rejoycings alWwapes, which, as it would be another mans remard,
{ois it the duty of a Chriftian. 5. By the exfpecrations of are-
ward in anotber life , which Lhough future 15 yet by the be-
nefit of two Chriftian virtnes faith and hope, forgﬂmll]cd, and
anticipated,and made prefent tO 1S, And al] thefe, if there were
not infinitely more, Were fure advantages enough o entertain a
fhove life of fifty of threefcore years, and fecure it from being
wearifumato 2 [brsﬁmn , or from needirg thofe fioful, fthame-
fu!, unworthy Azertifements that ali other forts of men, on put-
pofe,that their time 0y nut lic upon their hands, are fainto feek
hemfcives,
OmLL;r(‘}t‘.(;,[ [;C adv.antages, which a Chriftian reaps by Chriff, are
in order to anatier life. And thofe J {hall beft reprefent to you, by
{hewing thefe two things.1. The I?g/m_zf;/_mcﬁ oflht’.rnvdrd promi-
fed by Chrift, and afpiced 1o by Christians, infinitely above al
other vewards, that any other Rebigion pretends to beftow npon men,
2. The Attainablerefs of that reward, a‘nd the blame thar will light
on none but onr felves, ( fo that we fhail be boand to ;cknowledge
our felves moft fupidly spretchlefT, and irrational) if we do ot at-
tai it
'ﬂ”;:tgrx the former, the Valuablenefs of the (briftians futmre re-
ward , infinitely above the wages sf any other Religion. c.ho.t Wlll
appear, 1-by the Immazerieditie apd 2by the Eternity ofitz
Both thofe it is defined to be by (hrift, and by being fo , is con-
cluded to be an srerzal, infinitely blisiul. flate 5 And that
Chrifi faid twe in that, necede not again be proved, God Hkxlx:;ger:;
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faving been proved to bear him witsefs, that all thathe faid is
svne. The Immateriality of this reward demonftrates it agreeatle,
and proportioncd to the nobler part of usthe upper ot rationall
fowdall other groffer pleafures, the AMabumetans enjoying of #s-
men,and the Jews long Life in a (anaan, being gratifications to the
wiler parts of us, ourt fenfes, or bodies, and to thofe too, in their
vilest {tate, as they are nataral, not as they thall be ppirirnal (and
equal to Angelical ) bodies.

Having faid this,] need not adde the fhamefulnefi, and empti- Seit.20.

nefr,and wnfatisfactorinefs of all bodily pleafires, proceeding part-
Iy from the coverons ingrate(nl condition of that beft-pare of
Us, as the heatbens have (tyled the body, partly from the great
meannefi, and poornefs,and bafene(s of all bedily contents, ( fo un-
worthy to be the ambitions,or any thing, but the fervants, and at-
tendants of the reafonable fonl ) and the inftant farieties, and irk-
fomnefTes, that they alwayes are attended with, fuch, as nothing
could make any meer man place any confiderable valu: upon
them, were not he either cheated into it at the distance, by the
falfe gloffes that other men put on them, and by feeing, what
bazards are willingly run in prrfuit of them ;or were he not
carly engaged in an habitsual indulgence to them, which mikes
that difficult to part with , which he bath enjoyed fo long, and
confequently which imitates fome pleafure, (and is miftaken for
it ) by the contrary painfuinefs of giving it over.

Whercas on the other (ide, the imsmaterial, [biritual, more fz
Eme fatisfa&ions to the prre undefatigable Spiriz, the rar:
immortal ford within s, as they cannot be liable to thofe &
neffes, and emptine(fes, fo neither are they in danger of thofe Latigm
ties 5 and by fatufying, and bl fJing that part of us, which isin-
finitely moft exceflent in our natnres,muft of themfelves neceffari-
ly be concluded moft foperiatively excellent, and deferve, as fuch,
to be infinitely preferred, and moft valnedby us.

Seil.

Having faid this one thing of the immateriality of the Coriffs- Seif. 1.

ans futrre veward, and agrecnblencfs to that part about us,which
alonic is worth providing for (the happincfes of the other inferior
parts being confequent to, and included in this, and a provifion
withall being ( by the wifdom of cur God ) made for them that
they thall no longer defire, or wart thofe enjoyments , which

v -
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is pezfe@ly the fame, if not. with fome advantage, beter, thenaf Heavenhereafter,were, at the prefent, reward futficient to it felf, T
they had them ) itis not poflivle any farther improvement, ot ac- and infinitely preferrable before the condition of any other
| cefiion fhouid be made to this yeward, but oncly by the perpetri- mans life, But the adysantage of that being on our fide, we il
) ating ofir. have lictle rc:\fo.n to difgute or complain of it.
‘ Seéf, 23 :And that is chat other part of Christs pfom:fe, That the blifs, ) The onely thing imaginable to be replied, will be, that Chriffs Seét
which he thus beftows, fhallin refpect of its own plenitaie never infliflions arc s immarcrial,and as eterxal, as his rewards, and the et 27
be exhanfled or diminithed, nor again, through the Repentasce of reafan not prefently difcernible, why our foers, cmpty, naufeated
‘ the doner,or the envic of any other,cver be withdrawn or forced pleafures, the fins of a fhort Life and the joyes of thofe fins, far
| from us. N fhorter then.thc Porteft life,fhould be punithed fo fadfy,and fo ’mr-
i SelE. 24, And this is a great enbanfement, and cvidence of the ratis* wally. This fcruple of the Ackess? hath been fearched to the bot-
: V' alnefs of our Religion, how fevere foever Chrifts commands, 0t tome , and anfwered * in other Papers ; and thebrief of itis » i, Ca
3 how rigid his exactings arc fuppofed to be, or what fhurprefs this, That the chaice being referred to us, to take of the ewo, i1 i;";(‘f:'m bz
{oever we here are forced, of pormitted to endure, in ap- which we bejt like, Evernal death fct before us on the one hand to 393324 o
proving our obed:ence Lo Him. If there be any diffinlry in the obe- make eternal life the more infinitely reafonable forus to ch;;fe
dience, OF nngratefulnefs in the ffferings of a (hriftians life, yet on the other hand,and the erernal Hell ( whenfoever we fall into
the abundant recompen(e of the prefent advantages, and, after it ) being perfecly our own Act, neither forced on us by any «6.
thofc, of the foul-ravifbing anfpeakable #/ifi infinitely above folute decree of Gods, nor irrefiftible temptation of the Divel, not
the weight of the bardeft 5 of rougheft part of Chrift task of our own flefs, but as truly our wifs and choice, and mad purchafe
performances, and above thc proportion of the fowreft portion; nay, much more truly, anlproperly, then crernal Heaven g;
that any piows man taites in the afflictions of this life ) were they ( when our obedience is ficlt fo wronght by Gods Grace, and yet
fuppofid to be of the fame equal durasion,would mike our hopes, after that fo absundintly rewarded by the doaer, Jit 1s certain that if
and patience, and perfeverance perfedtly rational. according to the there be any thing irrational y iC is in ns unkinde, and perverfe
beallances with which indifferent men weigh, ot Hinbandmer laber, Creatures,( {0 obftizate to chafe what God fo pafsionarely warns us
or Arerchants traffick bere on Barth, to take heed of, fo wiffulto die. when Ged fwears. be Will rot osiv
SofF. 25 But when to every minuit of 2 rleafint, TOt painful ebediences death ) and not in him, that hath done all. that is imaginable to
T to every mite of preffure { which G-dthat fends,gives ffrength alfo be done to reafonable Creatuies (here in their wiy,or courit) to
10 bess cheerfully, makes matter not of patiesce, but wictory, and the refering, and faving of us.
srjoycing to us ) there is moft immutably afcertained to us by . And {o this hath by the way demonftrated alfo, the artai- Seit, 28
Chrift an erernal (Erveamal weight of gloryhow impoffible is ablenefs of that reward , and the no kinde of fanlt of Gods (he e
it, that thofe few foure dreps of fo fbors tranficory obedience, and hath fenc his Prophess, his Som, his Spirit, his Misifters, e Ader- Z
patience 5 Mhould not ho dratsed and loft in that valt Ocesr, cies his Fadgements, alt forts, and new methods of working |
whereinto within a v ew: (hal be really , and azthe inftant, deliverances - and falvations for us and all flaughtered. and crsici ',
by Faith, and Hepe, tbeyare { ‘ncfHe@® . and by eguivalence ) fied, and grieved,and abufed by us ) bug ail mectly of our felves
poured out ? if through our irrationall prides,or floths , we do not accain to i, |
Seét, 6. Ifthere be any - tefc difpatable in this matter, it I fhall not need thercfore farther to inlarg: on that elpecially ~ ppo f
maft be , whethey it wil not be jul'y desned érrational , that having * elfc where abundantly demonftrated the truch of ic. 3 gl 0
Ged fhonld fo ove - cafirc, {0 oo praportion his Wges SeRREE
tous, reward rher v, winich i€ there werenover A F 3 CHAP,
Heaven -
F
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that no covetons perfon, without repentance, @all inherit the !
Cuarr. V. Kingdom of Heaven, and yet to give the coverons, befide an in- ‘
failible title to the Kingdom of God, continued to him, asa fpe- '
. . ; - it ciall Saine of his, the addition of alithe bleffings of this life. |
The cxc;p.tmu; A M”ﬂ 5””; Pdﬂ»]mliyprizwgf;‘fm” In a word,this were the famg srrationgl thing . a/sfcég cf{;m, ['{3[ "
Religion 5 and 1. Gods difpofisions ' thief, which profpered in his affault, and aftually robbed the
) “[raveller, and perhaps killed bhim to, to be by that means trrned
T now rcmains that I proceed from the gref5to the _retml. Lowest m.an,and that nothing but mifcarrying in his attempt could
Sedt. 1. Ifrom the general to the particslar View and confideration of denominate,or demonitrate him a thicf; that ne fiz were any lon- l
thofc parsicmlar branches of Chriftian Religion , which {eem to gera fi, if it were once acted, no oppreffion any longer oppreffi- !
men at this tine to be leaft fupported with Reafon, And they “{‘“ anif 1T were purmitted to come to its fulne(s; that every the fou-
be of two {orts,either concerning (7ods Providence,0T concgrmng Ieft violence as foon as it were come to the beight, bearing down
Gods Commands now under the Goffel. The firlt concerns his wif- all the refiffances of divine and Lumant Laws, and force, did then
dom in difpenfing the things of the world among men, the fecond prefently ccafe to be violence, and by being the lowe/t Aend in hell
his choice of duries,wherein to exercife Us. » . commence ip/d facte the moft rewvardable Saint : And there-
Selt. 2. For the firft of thefe, it will brleﬂy be rgd_uccd to this quefti- fore the oncly Religion , that hath becn known in the World to !
© on, Whether it can be deemed vational, that snjuftice fhonld profpers maintain and countenance this that of the Turk or M.ibemetan,] :
and patience never be velieved or rewarded in this life, asit 15 cvery profefs to belicve abfolutely irrationa’. ) ;
where taught to be the Method of God , and i_s moft eminently But for (hriftianity, that s fo diftiné@ly contrary to this, that Sect. 5. f
exemplied on Chrift himfeif,in his own perfon, m‘thcl Gofpe!- the great fund‘umcnml Hiflery , upon which all our Religion at '
g Where Beft, If the gueffion WETCs whether Injnftice could be once is built, is the moft lively example, and doctrine of the con-
Sect. 3. really favesredby God, or by him fo approved, and encouraged, srary. Yor when Chrift himfolf was deliv. red upinto the power
as to be thought worthy of any the lealt remard , thongh but of of wicked men, and by them arraigned, asd reviled, and cruct-
a cup of cold Water by him, or (28 confentancous to th;\‘t)whe' fied, nor oncly the Difiples , which were his conftant atren-
ther Injuftice by going unpanifbed here, and by being trinmphant dants,but his Army of Mirials of Angels, that were alwayesat
in this World , might be thence concluded to be an af? ex_thc_r of his command , doing nothing toward hts releale, when this
fantlity OF of smmecence, owned, and commended , and juftified confulration of the :San!Jgdriiz became fuccefsful, and obtained
by God,by its thus profpering, 1 {hould then, I confefs, acknow - the defired event againft him (the highef?, and moft propeross
leds thisto be irrational, and not plead, or undertake to bethe oppreffion of the arcatefl imsocence and vircue ) then though
dd-;;mtc of that Religion which fhould teach one fuch Doftrine there were morC circumitances, which might affixz this on God
25 this. . ) his Father, and fecm to draw him mnto partaking in it, then we
7 For this were to makea God ( who by being fuch, is fuppofed finde recorded of acy, orallother faufsl a@ions (a5 that Gods
Sect. 4 to be of an immautable wil , and jufbice ) to become inconflant Haxnd and Counfel dif forederermize this te be dome , that God
and contradictory tO Limfelf, to forbid eppre/fien, as contrary L0 foretold it by all Lis Prophets, snd from the certainty that they
nis wil, and yet without making any changc in the matter (with- could not lie,doth, whenit isdong, conelude , that Chrift onght
out withdrawing what he hath given to one, and difpofing it to thus to [uffer, that they that did it, even the chief Reslers of them, Ads 217
another, asinthe cafe of the e gyptians Ferells and the Ca- had the excule of fome igmorance ; uatill Gods rzifing him from
et land ) 1O rewardit,as agrécable to his Wi, to pronoutr;‘ccc 1 the dead difpelled this milt {rom before their eyes, that wGth
2 Gud
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God had thus for ol 1and phcdttérmirlfd,viZ.thlt?hriﬂ fl;:mld fuf-
fershe bad this fulfilleds ACts 321 §. that he chat fuffcred, voluntanly
J1id down bis life. and by a fpeedy taking it up ajga‘n, was frccq
| fcom the fadd:ft part of de:zrf), the remaining under the power o1
ir, nay was, io the iitue, fo far from bing the worfe fon:_fujﬁr;yg,
| ‘ that, befide the glorious advantages that came to his difcsples and
3‘ hildren by it, he himfelf was 10 that Lumant nat-e of his hxghly
yewarded and exalred for this his fuftering ; th(vqgh,l fay all thele
circumftances concurred to make the yusy 115, the crime morc
excufable, and altogether more b, and morc honourable to be
(I;.n-g(d upon God,and fo toturnit from the crime Ofmurthtr.,to
the verrne ofo[iedieme to Go‘ds wiil, gnd charity, apd benefaction
to mankinde,(and evento him that fuffered)y et this ore att of the
Jews, their doing, againft the cxprefs cammnﬁd, and willof God,
. that thing, which yet was by God * determined to be done. thett
crucifying a0 innocent perfon, that defired rothing, but their a-
mendment Their committing that act,which by God was forbidden,
under the Commaniment of msrther , is thought fit by [h;g God,
whom the Chriftians worthip , tobe punithed molt prod giozfl A
and ¢ xemplarsly,that Cver any {in of the deepc{t die, and the moit
mifchitvous ctfe@s,was cver Pl!‘/;iﬂﬁd, cvqnl\\’xch che ugeer defola-
cion of the whole Nation,and all the prodigies that have been read
of the greatcft pomp of aggravatng circum(tinees , the calling

Heaven and Erch together, to make the cxccution ofthgfg crme
cifiers the more folemn and r[marlgzéle ; fo f&r is Chriftianicy
from owning any fuch irrational do@rine as this. o

Seét. 6. But chis being thus di(cla‘qu, and the Doclrine , which isac-
' knowledged to be Chyriftianbeing clearcd to be_oncly this.that in
Gods difpenfatioss and providence, and governing of the World,
ander the Gospelitis not unulual for injuftice to profper, and piti-
once, and innaceace DEVETLO be relicved, or rewarded in this hife.
This I {ha!l now affume on me to be clear to be perfedly reifon

able ; and it {hall be by thus taking it afunder. . ‘
Seit. 7 Firlt, That wicked men (hould be pcrmxttcd to be w.cked WYCE
C all fair rationsble means have fuccefslefly been ufed to bring
thews 10 repentance; tO refirain them from waxng worfe and
worfe ; that they that will notmend by allthe probabl ft, and
moft (He@ual means, Mhould 2t lalt be /iftto themfcives, and

beeome

o s
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become incorrigible 3 that God fhould not proceed from per-
fivafion to vialerce, and force them to be good (contrary to the na-
ture of man in this his fate of proficiency, who was created with
a wil, or freedom of doing evilif he pleafed, and contrary to the
nature of free, and rewardable gooduefs, which , if compelled,
ceafeth to be fuch } who will notbe reftrained from evil without
force : This will never be decmed rational in God, who hath an-
other Tribeenal to arraign, and punifh thofe, who will not fub-
it to £xhartation, and Difeipline herc. But on the contrasy it
will very ill become the fervant of God for his own eafe, and fe-
carity, to with the difturbance of that method of God with man-

kinde, to cxpet that man, which, when he was in innecence, was
created with a liderty 1o chafe the evily fhould now amidft the
irievs, and thorns, after the provocations of a long vitiots iife,
have fuch fbaskles laid on him, as that he thould not beable te

break Gods Bands and Laws jand all chis oncly that the good man
may be protected, who, if he be not, knows that “cis far more for

his advantage. then if he were.

Sccondly, That they which are wicked, and have calt off ali
reftraints of Divine and Humase Laws, which break through all
the ties , and fecurities , that promifes and saths can lay upon
them ( the grcatcﬁ prote&ion for mzccents, thatany Religion,
or Law, hath ever provided for them j {hould, by thele aazax-
sages above other men, be able to over -reack, and defrand o=
thers ; and by this means having acquired a power of hurting,
fhould, when they haveit, maks 1z of this power, to do what s
molt agreeable to their Zfls and interefls to do, Thisagainhath
nothing in it frange, ot irrational » It is far more fPrange, thatit
is not alwayes thus,that ( wicked men, allowing themfelvesallthe
liberty, and being by their very {ins furnithed with all armor.and
snfbruments to work their wiil, and all isnocens men, that refolve
to continue fuch , being by this means difarme ;. and makedbe-
forethem ) the wicked (hould not get the wivle porldinto theis
pofle(Tions.

This certainly were to be cxpected, and by this meansallthat e, .

have wicked inclinations, would, in any humanc likelihood, be
enconraged to ad to the height of their power of hurting, were
there not a peculiar hedg of providence to defend the meed, with-

G our
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out any of their own (conﬁderablc ) contributions toward it, to

guard them wonderfully in the opes field, without any vilible
nans of doing it And if this fhall otherwife happen at fome
one time , perhaps but once in many Agcs, and that for fome
very great ead, @ Gods FVifdsnz mOTC confiderable to the God-
Like Government of the whole world , then the mlrac‘nlous re-
fewing of a fow mzek, inmacents from & fbort oppreffion { in earthly
things, which are not worth their paﬂ?;/]mg) c9u\q be c‘kcm_cd w
be ; therc is fure no great wasdss 10 this, nothing irrational in the
{omeTimes pormiitizg ofit. _ ) o
He that were fecured in his inberitance tn aquict Kingdom,
as Jong s any man enjoyed his own, as CMijefty were permitted
on the throne,0t Law,and Jaflice 0n the benchvould never defirc
1 fairer conveyance, ot 2 longer teafe of the moft valued pol-
feffions of this lifes and this fecurity remainsto the meek man;
though oxcc in many eAges it @AY have happencd notto prove
ood unto him. o
And as there hath been nothing fir21g6,07 irrational on the part
of the wicked opprefior that profbers , fonexton the part of the
patient, OT nfferer, that [marts nader him, there will appear to be
ittle-
® lFto[r ek, Abfolute innocerze is a thing, which ( {ave in the per-
fon of Chrift ) hathnever been met with in Man or Woman on
the Earth ;and thercfore he that is gailty of no fault in ene par-
ticular, may yetbe cxlpatle, and punithable inmsany others ; he
that is legally policlt of an efrate , and hath done nothing to
Corfeitic in Law, may yet have finned againlt God, and fo have
qulni[bmem: due to him from that esernall Fuftice 5 which if
they fall upon bis body, Ot ¢ffare 10 this Wo;ld, there is no-
thing iyrationad in that, but efpecially if fo Light 2 lec.nplmc
may paffe forall the revengt , and ( through the [ufferings of
Chrift, and interpofition of mercy ) avert all future punifh-
ment, and be accepted in commstation for the torments of
another Judicatuic, this fure is all the charity and bonunty in
the World, that may be admired , but not com_plmned of as #u~
reafonable, ) oo
Secondly , That thofe that for their other fanles might jultly
be punifhed ; (lould have this pumifiment inflided on the;r;“t:‘rjC
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chofe which themfelves are’ wicked , and are afinally fuch in
thus affliting them , If this feem to have any thing znreafon-
ablein it , it will foon be anfwered by the seceffity of the mat-
ter, which makes it impoffible for any but wicked men to be
employed in it, The Jfraclites were once ufed to roer out the
Nations , but that by an infallible Commiffion from God, the Su-
preme Law-giver ( and whofe will being once made known,
over-rules all former Laws ) and the uciverfal owner and dif-
pofer of all the World, and the poflc{fions thereof : And by
this (ommiffion this became to them not onely lawful , but ne~
ceffary, an ack not onely of jaftice , but of obedience ; and fo
upon the like Commifflonsthe Levites killing their Brethrenwasan
a& of fantlity, acon ecrating themfelves unto the Lord, thoft
blooidy Sacrifices were in 2 manner the Ceremonies of their Con-
fecration to their Priefts Office. But then, firft, all this depen-
ded upon the infallible validity of their (ommiffion , which
had it been fallly pretended by them, or had they not been af-
certained that it came from God, their aions had been as -
gedly , and sartherons o 35 eAbrabams [acrificing bis forr mufk
have been deemed, without the like Commiffion : And fecondly,
this (ormiffios Wisby NO MEans to be enlarged to any other,
but thofe particular [ubjelts, or matters, to which it was given.
The Jews might not at that time have deffroyed or invadedany
other N ation, upon the face of the Earth, nor might the
Levites at any other time have killed theit Bretbren, on firength
of that command, much lefs may any other Prople of any other
Nation , on ftrength of that evample. And fo now that fuch
Commiffioners ar€ ont-dared , when all is left by God in the
hands of flanding Laws, in oppofition to s Revelations , and
confequently when that which is molt 2 for me to [nffer,
or God to permit {orby profpering in him, to icfli& onme)
is molt injurious in him that doth it, were it not perfect
{fury , much above the pitch of irrational, to demand that Gods
deareft Children fhould a& as the vilelt men ? To requite
fuch cxplicite contradifiions , thar nonc but gedly men thould
be permitted to opprefs, to kill, to commit Sacriledge, L0 lay
wafle, and to deftroy, 10 break all thofe Commandments of God,
which he that doth, ipfe facto, ceafeth beee gadly 7 if there be
G ary
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any Wickednefs to be done in a (ity, {hallthe righteous be the
onely men ro doeit ? This were worth wondering at indeed - But
for the wicked, whofe trade it is,whofe joy of beart to be thus for-
ever occupied , e isinhis element, he needs no call , OF incita-
rion to doit, The rmrming bim out of that office, and employ-
ing any body elfe , were the greateft unkindnefs to him, as the
cafting 1he Divels out from tormenting the man, was by them
looked on as the deffroying them before their time whereas
the ~Angel of Light would have looked upon it as a de-
gree of Hed, had hee been fent in, on that errant to forment

et

bim.

Thirdly , Befide the perfect reafonablenefs of having offen-
ders punithed temporaly here . (which werc reafonable , if it
were for ever in another World ) there is a fccond, not onely
Juftice but AHMercy in fuch fufferings , OB whomfoever they
fall. They are eddmonitions , and_ Doctrires , and Spiritzal
M edicines, Difciplines of the foul, to awake us out of fesnre,
and flop in wilful finning, and are by God on purpofe made
afe of to that cnd, when profperizy bath been long ufed, and
experimented 10 have no fuch asfpicions influznces in ir, to be
proper to feed, and foment, very impropet to ffarve, ot [ube
ine coormities, And if the Phyfitian adminifter a birzer Po-
tion, if the Surgeon apply a Corrofive ; OF Canftick,, when
Falips , ot Balfoms are judged , and proved to be mneffecsi-
'alt, fure it is not the manner of men to count fuch methods -
rarionalls

Nay, it willbeno Hyperbole to afficme, that the addition of
fuch do-wments as thefe, may fometimes deferve to be preferred,
and more precionfly valszed , then all the Do&rines in the Book
of God it felf without thefc, onc fuch feafonable Application,
then all sother Receipts in his difpenfasorie. The Word of God
gives rules of living to all men, but thofe fo general, and #n-
applied, thatitis ordinary for paffionate men not tO fee them«
felves concerned in them. Thefe punifhments and vifitations
will be able to bring kemse, and make us, while weare uader the
Difcipline, confefs, that we are the very men to whom by peci~
\iar propriety they appertain.

Bur there is yet a third fublimer benefiz, of fach difpenfa-

tions
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tions of God under the Gofpel , Which will render them abun
dantly rational. And that is the exercife of many Chriftian graces
of the greatclt price in the fight of God, and fuch as fhall be
fure to be the moft richly rewarded by him, which wereit not
for fuch changes a8 thefc, would lie by us unprofitably 5 fuch
are Patience, Mecknefs, Humility, Contentednefs with whatever
Yot, faithful dependance 00 God in all eneward things, thanks-
giving fot plenty, and for fcarcity 100, 2 fubmitting to Gods
wiliin fuffering, as well as doing it cheerfully, yca, and tohis
wifdom too, in refolving Gods choices for us to be abfolute-
ly fitter for our turns, then any our own wifbes ; and laftly, that
Wifdom, which Saint fames fpeaks of, the skill of Spiritual judge
ing,which can really prefer this {tate of fuffering for (hriff.(anex-
cellence that Angels do not partake of) beyond any other ftate or
condition of life.

Were it but onely for the varicty, that all the bsrthen of the day
might not lic on thofe graces, which are cxercifed in fair Weatier,
bus: chat thefe other,providcd for the fform ot winter, might take
their tzrss and give them fome relaxation, this would be very ra
tional and ufcful for us, as Avriffatle (aith, that the change of mo-
tions from up billto dows hill, and fo back again, doth provide
againft [afitude, more then the confbancy of any one, be itinthe
eafieft fmoutheft plainbecaufe that layes all the burthen inc¢antly
upon one pait of mufeles, withoutany relief or affistaxce fromany
other.But when withali,every exerife of each of zhele grnccg-hath
attending it an addition of more Gems inour (rewr, MOIC de-
grees of Glory in another VWorld, ( tharImay not adde alfo of
prefent fop, and Satisfallion , and Ravshmest in the prefess CXt-
cifes here ) then fure the fuperfluitiec,ind pleafures of this life, the
any thing that s ever taken from us by the Harpies, and Frlrures
of this World , are richly f6/d, and parted with by the Chriflian
{ which knows how much, or indeed how little they are worth
enjoying) if they may thus bring him in that rich fraight of never
fading blifs in another World. And this will ferve for jultifying
the rationalnefi of Gods dealing with us now under the Gofpets
in refpe@ of his Providence.
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The exceptions againft Chriff's Commands.

IT remains that 1 proceede to Christs Commands under the
Gofpel, and (hew the rationalnefs of them.

And having don¢ it [o largely already on thehead of eAd-
vantages ; 1 fhall now onely defcend £o that one, again
which our (Modern Exceptions are moft frequently made,
iz,

The great Fundamentall dutie of taking up the Croffe to
foliow C 1 R I S T ;i e of approving my Obedience to
CunisTinal and every particular, even when the extrea-
meft danger, the /ofs of my Life is like to be the Price to be paid
for it.

The uareafonablenes of this is argued and concluded from
the contrarictie of it tO that Jfibersy of felf-defence , and to that
Law of [elf-prefervation s which mature is fuppofed to dictate
to every man. And the fhewing the weaknefle of this Ob.
jeckion, will be a full vindication of the ratinalnefs of the
Precept.

‘and this is done by putting us in minde , what is meant by
S:[f—prefervatian, and what by Narwre, and what by Law. A
man is made up of a Bedy, and a Sond, amortal and an immortal
part,and thofe may be confidered either Jfeverally,0t united s And
confequently Self-prefervation M3y be fet to fignific any onc, Of
more of thefe four things. Eicher, firlt, the preferving that
material mortal part ofhim from prefent burt, ot fecondly, pre-
[erving the immortal part of him in well, and bappy beirg, OF
thirdly, preferving the prefent #nio# of one of thefe with the
other, or fourthly, the providing for the perpetnal happy union
of them cternally. The firft is the preferving the body, and with
it the eflate, and Ziberry, and reputation, &c. from prefent lofs
or diminution. The fecond is preferving the Senlin innocence, OT
virtues The third is preferving of this Zife of ours; which wee
live in the maturall Body. And the fourth is providing for 2

jo]ﬁf/l
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Jayfall Refurrection, and an everlafting Life attending it.

Then for M ature, that may fignifie either &linde wnenlight~
sed Natsve, which fees no more then the veflection upon it Telf,
and the Book of the Creatnres, and Natwral inflincts 1€pIC-
fent to it ; or elfe MNatwre, 2 it is enlightned by Revelation,
;. e. by Gods making known fome things in his Word , which
Nature had never known , had they not been thus revealed
Such are the Doctrines of our Fuaith, and particularly the erer:
wal rewards , and prnifbments which are revealed to us inthe
Scripture.

Then for Laws, thofe may be either abfolute, and peremptory,
which yicid not to any fuperior Laws; OF elfe conditional, and
fisbordinate , when a [uperior Law doth not interpofe to the
contrary.

To bring all this home to our prefent difcourfe, If by felf-
prefervation be meant cither the firff, ot the third notion of the
Jelf, the preferving my body , or my Iife, then chough it may
wruly be faid thatic isa Law of Natere, that men 7.7, and that
( when no fuperier Law requires the confrary ) ‘they omgit,
and are bound to preferve thefe imperfect mutilate foives, thefe
bodies ; yet then as there is a bigher notion of a mun then as
that barely fignifies his Body , his Sosl being the far more ex-
cellent part of him, and the cternall union of éody and Sen/ to-
gether, being moft eminently the Notion , that he is con-
cerned in, fo there mull be a Juperior Law of felf-prefervatior,
then that which commands onely the preferving the Body, and
though bare wn-lightred I ature , that is able to look no fas-
ther then this /ifz, dognot give any Law in this mateer, yet Na-
ture being fuppofed infructed in the Chriffian Doctrine, that
there is anotber life of BodJ, and Soxl after this, to laft for ever,
mult needs be refolved to do it, it being impoffible, that reafon-
able Nature, wWhen ciwo things are teprefented fo diftant, as the
life of 2 few yeers here in the mid of fuch fad mixtures, and
an cverlafling life hereafter im the fulmefs of all joyes. {hould not
enjoyn the preferving of the latzer , even with the contempe of
the former, when the care of the former may bring any dng‘er to
the latter.

The (hort of it is, That wheo eesrmal Life is in the hand of
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(hrist to give o them, that continuc obedient and conitant Christ did “O‘ldb really fuffer in the Flefb, but onely in ap- b ix -
£o him, and to none elfe , and when the fearing of them which f"“"’;”’ would not be perfwaded that cither hee had any 347, vid. Ig.
can burt, avd kill the bodys the caring for, ot preferving of this  nee of kt‘hczrfhyzies, or indeed exfpeced it from them, d being natii Ep. ad
prefent life, doth at any time , orinany cafe, refift, or abfbruct “"”:"s 35};{/3’ a{’V’hm f‘""‘f ‘hffa lives , to die , that they might Smyrn. ix &
the performance of that duty, which (briff then requires Ot "}“’ % £ ;t' " ere the i ake was clear and "wﬁblc, that gagri drra
expects from me ; thete Nature commands me to defpife the z ey tfollg tdcy wer‘c l{ht’.ful tranfitory Lives, that /Chriff came  Powiizer, vide
lefs, and preferve the greater ; and if it be not abfolutely C(AP’: e’:"”Em not tholc orzer Lives, which were to be convey- Cyiil. Hier.
willing to Sacrifice the prefent tO ;hebetgnall ‘{A'fe, t:_md con% overto Liernty. Catech, e
fequently to prefer the obeying of Christ to tac pr¢ erving 0 ; . . aigha.
thcils fad¥ng j77£’t Life, it mu&yaclg(nowledgc it felf a blinie Het g,c:,?;hf e fpg}tch‘)I’)T‘_f::shtf;;;‘m“f-;:5:;“'_‘;i‘?‘,’“““”“‘é ‘_C.‘:i in coelo. Toriul. coti.
then N atwre, (that knows nothing of an eternall fuinre life, quafi_ipfe de ca falutem conlccutnrus ; “;m-d’:f rertii g (h‘ulo ﬁlfs icem pA\'(ihgms )
and of him that can caft both Body and Sonl into Hell ) ot cie Chriftus pro nobis obiit, femel vccifus, ne S deremur, (i e CXl’pcfﬁi:‘f\;‘,xl xm"ﬁl-
an irvational wilde Nassre, that knows thefe diftances of Glutem de me nece ex(pedtat 2 Ters. cons, Gnoft. €. x. : i o e
site, and infinite and doth not thinke chem worth con-
flildcri’ng. finite, - HThe fate of r.hofe qnoﬂic}q: at (h:ft timc, was very remark- Self. 12.
Selt. 104 It is therefore my moft charitable opinion of thofe thatob- Zj"l a:;d that which will render our irrational fondnefs of thefe
je& the Principle of [elf-prefervation tO the Do&rine of raking f“"] k"”f’ yet morc irvational, Their great carc was to pre-
up the Croffe, and determine us free from the Obligatian of ti)r:(intx e[‘r "W[; > 3l“d their prime dexterity, in order to that,
paying wbedience to (hrift, when it cannot be done without o eciaﬁy :vq:lh ag: y with the powerful perfecntor ; that was,
endangering of Efare, Of Life, that_they (peak out of their Hgathen);’hai 4 the 7‘;"‘ 5 ( for thotigh the Sword was in the
memory onely . what they have read in Books of that [upreame i the S nd, YCE_ the u*fcat malice againft the Chriffians was
Law of the preferving ones felf, but do not withall remcmber, "To chis ]gﬂgoﬁﬂ?,crom thence [prang all the Perfecutions.) * Synavogx
that if chat [e/f fignified onely the Boy, it was the Philofophie for th e“d;/[‘ ‘PCI Zfﬁwk‘ took upon them to be great zealots gudr;corumA
of them , that Knew nothing of the smmortalicy of the Soxl, ox with t?\ ofaical Law of Circumcifion and generally pieced c‘f}“‘;jfm{‘:‘“f'
the endlefnefs of an other Life, or if they were aware of the T ¢ fews, and approved themlelves to them. Atlaftthe 7epip. i~
Chriftian Doctrines of eternity they never called the Bodyghat felf, to";“{: Army comes againlt fernfalem, takes Jews, and Guofticks
¢hat was to be fo {olicitoufly tended. miiaﬁf’ and deftroyes therm all ; and fo Chrift was as_rc-
Sect. 11. And therefore it is obfzrvable in the firft Ages of the (bsreh, bt that ya [‘d'“C Prophet in that, asinany one particalar, 7hat
that thofe Hereticks that were encmics of the Crofle of Chrift, all {f‘f wonld [ave bis life , fhould lofe is, ( that very tempo:
, that taught it to be 2 codiffevent and fawfull in time of Perfe- tofi ¢, that all his compliance with the Fews was defigned
3 ddi590" Curion o forfwear , and renownce Chrift, 1nd offar Sacrifice to o 22',2) and hee that wonld lofe, i. e. venture, and lay down
oiiv ddwrot hf, werca fort of men (the Guafficks ) thit immer( them- babi ife for Chrifts [fake , fronld finde it , i. ¢. haveit more pro-
Byzwy S felves in all snmatsrall filihinefs 5 and depended not at all on moﬁ)’ﬁ!}::‘ﬁf’:;fgi(;rﬂikzldac:;tx:«:;d:ho :uhm ;\efa;‘e, tl;x{cn t_hcgf tha;werc
J85 % ife i ing i , and, whether he lo or kept it here, have i
7;:::?::/:13 the Promifes of another Life, and having firlt taughe, that mﬂzrid.[é’ him to cominn comrmaly. P ) t
J:r;scz,z oundnras ¥ misw o pie B Sroy S waighse Eufeb. 1. 4. Bcclef. Hilt- il‘firl‘enis[;heaiopm%t‘f; of !hC _G'Oﬂ;‘l have truth inany fonfe of SedF. 12
i c. ¢ 78 devnaadat sy dydynrais afidgocsts Euleb, 1. 6. ¢ ane ort of Origen C;o/; ‘o folow C"’l‘:@"’ f!lIOatrm!mn.z z_o»_zm_-md) of taking #p the
i ,uPhhlSa. Lrift, when he can, if it be €or thy tarn, excent
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of thy taking #P the crofs, without its bearing thee, 0T, if he do not, 1

can pay thee abundantly, for whatthou lofelt, reward thee with

Erernit).

se&t. 14 1f 1 conld forefec any other commani of (hrift, that couid
fall under our jealonfie » and cenfure 3 1 fhould proceede to it,

and be confident of approving it €X i

2@y rationals As it is, 1
am at an end of my defigned Method, and 20 glad it hath
been contrived iRtO fo fmall a compafs,, bring now at leifuce
o retire o MY Meditations, which will, Thope, be more calm,
being, thus disburthened, and make ic @y fickk Theme to dif-
courfe With my: feif 5 how extremely pational it is, that thofe
very turns of Providence, which have been out great tempea-
tion, and they fay, made many oAtheifts among us {hould be
reviewed again » aad upon fecand demurer thoughts eAgages and
inftrudt us all €0 become more Chriftian.

Who 75 Wifey and be foall underftand thefe things 3 Prudent, .and

bee fpall know them ? For the Wayes of the Lord ar

e rights
and the juf8 foal oalke in them, but the ranfgrefo foall fall
sherein,Hols 14-9- D
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