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~ Recommendation,

-5 S HOUGH the gofpel of Chrif? was abun.
! T %*W dantly confirmed .in the firflt ages of
%* T %% Chriftianity by teftimonies of every
% fm"'m‘g‘q[ kind; yet Ilove to fee daily and live
AAAAR " ing witnefles-arife, and fet their feal to
the truth and divinity of this gofpel. Every tranf=
cript of it in the heart of a Chriftian is a new ar-
gument to confirmit. ° Blefled is. he that believes,
¢ for he has the witnefs in himfelf, that Fefis'is the
¢ {on of God:* And blefled is he that hath wifdom -
and courage in'this unbelicving age to make this in-
ward teftimony appear and fhine to the 'world. This:
is one reafon why I value the memoirs of holy men, -
and among thofe which I have feenI am not afhamed: .
to recommend this as one of the moft valuable, and

that on thefe accounts,.viz. . .

1. 1'found here the inward and experimental work
of chriftianity defcribed at large by a wife, aleac~ .
ned, and an ingenious man, who feems to-have been.
a {tri&t obferver of his own fpirit, and of all the fecret
motions of it, and the more {ecret fprings, Here yon
may fee the crooked and perverfe workings of a-car-- -
nalheart in a.ftate of nature ; the {ubtle twinn‘iqgsihqﬁ
LN * ] 2 ‘ine
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ofd-ferpent to keep the foul from.God and ‘his Chrift ;
and all" the counter-workings of".fovereigh - grace
which in tlie: end appears vi€torious; You:-fee - here
the felf-flattery and many  deceits. whereby finners
raife a good efteen of themfelves, -and build up their
vain confidencé in oppofiiion to the .holinefs.of the
law and the grace of the gofpel 3 and here Chriftians
mzy learn much of the holy fkill that is needful to
maintain a conftant and glorious war with fin by the
ftrength that is in Chrift, and they may read the
* triumph of a dying.conqueror, |
Now though every Chriftian hath fome inward
{enfe of divine things. yet every one bhas not fo rich
a variety of experiences ; and ‘among thofe that have,
few are fo-watchiful as to take a dueaccount of them s
few fo-wife:as to judge aright concerning them ; -and
few fo faithful and bold .2$ to confign  thefe things to
writing for the ufc-of others.. " Men that’ are fit 10
publifh their obfervations of this. kind generally i-
maging, -that humility requires to bury them . in
filence and darknefs. But the author:and fubjc&t-of
this narrativé was a man of ‘great piety, bright natural
parts, ftudious learning: and uncommon penetration
and judgment, as fufliciently "appears ‘in: his.other-
writtings 3 yet there is fuch .a.vein of humility and
~ Konefty thatruns through every page. that you may
fee the feeret workings of his thoughts throagh: his
holy language. His.fins-as well as-his graces lie open
to fight, the labours of his foul appear to the eye,-and
the pious reader will find- himfelf at-once: delighted
and improved. So the curious operations of bees
_are feeni-through a hive of glafs, and the fpe&tator
is-at:once entertained with inftruion-and ‘pleafing
wonder, - ‘ SRR

: 1. Anothier thing that gave me.an eftéém of this
work was the account that.is given of an evangelical

- converfion, aftcr the author:had been long ftruggling
‘- : with
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“swith fharp- convictidns of confeience - -and labounng‘
long under fharp agonies and-terrors ;- Hethad beeg
fighting with guilr and corrupt nature to-attain holis
‘nefs, pardon and peace, by all the methods that the
realon of man would naturally fuggeft,-and . by the
do&rines and.duties of the:golpelitlelfufed in 2 more
" legal way and manner ; and found ' his' labours res
peated and vain, and his work fill to begin.  Here -
he deferibes at large the utter infufficiency ofall con.
victions .and awakening words and providences,-all
tears and repentances, all rehgmus duties -of worfhip
publlc and private, all' vows and- promifcs, coveriangs
and bounds with which he bond: his foul to God ; and
how fin prevaild and- triumph’d-over-them:ajl wh@n
they were practifed only in a legal manner, ‘as'a mere
tatk of confcience, and withoat the deligh«ful tafte of
the grace of the gofpel. All thele - luft him il une
der.guilt,under rhe. power. of {in, and-in otitmoft con-
fufion near to defpair, till it pleafed God to-open - his
eyes to behold the mercy and:comfort of the gofpel
as the way to-holinefs and peace; till divine grace
brought him:as a dying finner, empty of all: goed and
helplefs, to the full falvation that is in Chrigt, and
{weetly conftrained him to receive peace and holinefs
itogether ; till-he learn’d the way of fanétification
by faith and hopein a pardoning God, a Ged recon-
.ciling finners to himfelf through ]dm the redecmer’,
This overwhelm’d his foul at-once with deep humili-
ty and rcpentance, with wonder-and -holy joy, -with
hope andlove, and conftrainied hiim' to:pleafantohedi- -
‘ence, This renew'd his riature, -thiswroughtin him
:2ll the powers and .principles.of Ghriftian-holines,
and raifed and fupported thein infaeglbr_ious-degrqﬁ.
Now though I dare not confine the workings of the
‘blefled fpirit, who is infinitely free and'various-in his
operations, and-he hath -carried fome thoufands to
. falvation in a more legal way, and doth daily con-
form his divine workings in niany fouls ta sheir lower

a 3 degrees



vi ’ The Recommendation.

‘degrees of light and évangelicai knowle{re, -2 welk
as to their natural tempers and their temptations 3
- yet it'is my judgment that fuch a converfion of fin-

ners as thisauthor experienced, is always more fre-
- quent where the gofpel obtainsin its pureft lightand
its divineft glory, and feems’ to be  more akin to the
fpmt of «Ghrlfhamty

; 1L The laft thing that I fhall mention that T re-
mark in this work is, the full confirmation-that is
given to our holy rehgmn, and to this noble method
of divine grace, not only in the moft watchful and
holy life, but alfo in the moft joyful and glorious
death of this good man. Death takes off every pofii-
ble difguife, and makes us think and {peak {incerely ;
‘and yet you fee him ftill the {ame. Here' we find
reafon and learning giving their teftimony to the

gofpel and to the power of godlinefs, with a lmng
pen and with dying lips. '

Tho’ this book may be of great ufe to all that wﬂl
read it with an humble and ferious témper, yet the’
perfons to whom I would chiefly recommend it
are thele, mz *

firft, To my younger brethren in the miniftry:
perhaps they may learn. from thefe p‘.pers, the way
of fuiting their difcourfes in public and in private,
with a more happy turn for the relief and falvation
of fouls. I am perfwaded if we all confulted the
- workings of the fpirit of God on the hearts of Chrifti-
ans, and the varions devices of torrupt nature, and
the wiles of Satan, as they appear in {uch memoirs
as thefe; we thould learn better how to deal with the
-confciences of men in order to their fan&ification and
comfort, and put the doftrines of the gofpel to their
proper ure We fhould all preach the abounding
. grace of Chrift, in order to lead finners to delight in

the law of God, and more cff;&ually dnc&d and
* o raw
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~ draw them to the praltice of that faith that-works by,
J@'{?e- e . _ ' .": o - . , ‘ . .

- Next, I would recommend it alfo to thoft perfons.
that are awakened to a fenfe of their fin and danger,
and feeking the way of falvation, that they may no§.
run into miftaken methods, nor follow the falfe and .
flattering diltates of a .mere . natural confcience, left
with their bibles in théir hands, and the gofpel on
their lips, they feek righteoufnefs and peace as #f

" were by the works of the law. Here they will find
that hope is the fureft and kindel} {pring of holinefs,
and that there is no folid and lafting peace but what.

-is built an the clear difcoveries of forgiving grace.;

I 1

" a

and that faith only can purify the heart. -

I would recommend it in the third place, to poor
~‘melancholly fouls, who walk watchfully apd fmourn.
fully before God in every duty, and ‘labour in, relis
.gion, and travel on in heavinefsall their days : They
.dare not indulge their hopes, nor- fearce admit.any
degrees of comfort becaufe, their holinefs is fo imper-
fect, Let them learn from this example to try wheth.
er they would not fooner arrive at great degrees of
fanctifications by going farther. out-of them{elves to
fetch their comforts, and by letting, their hope live -
_on the freeft and richeft promifes of:the covenant of
. grace, wherein repentanceand holinefs are-promifed
-as well as pardon and happinefs. Let.them try. wheth-
_eran humble truft in Chrif? as their righteoninefs and
- their ftrength together,, would not- fill ,them with
~.powerful conftraints of love, and lead them, to 2
-fweet delight in every duty ?.and thus that, good
-word would be fulfilled unto them, the joy of the

Lord fhall be your fFrength, Nehemiah vii. IQ.

1 would commend it alfo to thofe Chri_ﬁiaqﬁ_sf;hﬁt,
have begun to.walk with Ged chearfully in the ways -
| ' “ of"

L 4
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oFhis golpel grace. Here they'mayibe affured that all

the glorious grace of the gofpel will by no means
excule them from daily labour and care and watch-
fulnef(s, from conftant and earneft prayerand-univer-
fal diligence in-all the-duties of godlinels . Forifthefe
be omitted fin will prevail, and Satah gain ‘many ade-
vannges to bring them back to gutlt’ and bondage
“again. ~ Sin prevailing ‘will 1 pread a emporary dark-
nefs and death  over " all' the vigour and beauty of
their religion ; but when they are fallen.into’ fuch
degrees of back- fliding and decay, they may learn
here, that the only way of their recovery is by faith
-and hope’in the gofpel, by trufting ag undone fin-
ners in an all-fufficient Saviour ; and that their only

fecurity all along the road.to heaven is by Jmnmg
dlltgence and dependance together.

- 1 will-not recommend his book to the nice and
critical part of the world that have no tafte of inward
religion, and relifh nothing but whatis polite and mo-
difh :yet:1 would atiempt an gpoiogy for a few things
in it that may perhaps difguft fome better readers,

and prevent their own advantage.

Some will fay, the author feems to indulge fzzt}mf
alim, and talks my(tically in fime pages of his nar-
~rative.” But let it be remembred, that men of great
: piety, whofe fouls are moulded into a tém per of reli-
gion, behold the truths of the gofpel in a glorious
-and -franfcendent degree of ‘divine light 5 they live
'under warm' impreffions of their trurhs, and feel
the fweet influence of them onall the. powers of na-
-ture : “This-makes them (pcak even of the “molt ra-
tional things of religion fometimes in the language
of an-.inward fenfition, of which divinerelith and
favour perfons of lower degrees of piety feel but
 littie, and the irreligious man knows nothing at all.

Thls
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This faiviclenguage of divine experierice ‘may 'be
obferved in the writings of feveral great .and holy
men of Scotland, ‘who-have been favopred with rare
and peculiar vifits from heaven, and have maintained
a humble intimacy with God, and upon thisaccount
their names furvive, as’ their fa:reﬁ honours and or-
naments of their country. ,

In‘moft other partsofthis book the author main-
tains the reafonablenefsof the' way of falvation by the
gofpel, and of the condu of the holy fpirit-in ‘the
converfion of men ;:fee particularly page 49. tho’
now and then in- his. way-of {peaking he indulges'a
little to this inward and divine fenfation. -But that ke
was 2 man of uncommon turns of thought, clear
judgment and ftrong reafoning, is abundantly‘eviilent
to any one that ‘will read -his ‘dilcourfe againit the
Deifts, where he proves by -fome unanfwerable “ar-
guments, the ‘utter‘infufficiency’ of the Dei fs religion
for the -falvation of ‘men, 4nd bedts ‘them 'fairly 4t
their own' weapons. I wifh that -tredtife 'was pub-

lifh'd fingle by itelf,

Another will obje&, that- he mu tzp/tes part:culars
beyond all neceffity. 1 inweat the' Englifh reader to
forgive this fault, for T-believeit is partly the cufton
of the country, and fathion even of the learned in
his native land. Let it be noted alfo that the greateft
part of the figures here only denote the number of
the paragraphs : “And if fome of the longer para.
graphs are divided by figures as well as by colons and
periods, it ought to be pardoned as much-as the idiot-
ifms of his language, which:can -give no manner of
jult oftence to a wife and- jud!CIOUS reader. 'Omit-the
figures in reading, and the fenfe is good, and the ob-
Je&mn vanithes. -

Ihave this to add furthcr in his behalf' that. the
' fafliion
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.ﬁtﬂuon of otit-age in .South-Britain, to Write eflays
and . difcourfes of all kinds without diftinguithing
-any heads or particulars, is every whit as faulty, and
as much to be cenfur’d, ‘This concealment ofall me-
thod, even in fome excellent treatifes, renders the
fenfe more obfcure to the apprehenfion of common
readers, and' much more difficult to the memory both
of the valgar and the learned. 'We have got fuch an
extreme averfion fo the way of writing ufed by our
fathers, that becaufg they run their heads up to nzne-
" teenthly, and fix-and- twentiethly, we are athamed in
our day to fay fecondly or t/nrdly Againft, this

~ humour of our age 1wonld bear my teftimony, even
~ in a preface, and fay,

In the third p!ace, it will be obje&ed, that be isa
~ great dealtoo large in fome parts of the narrative and
is ready to repeat the fame things. But when an ob-
{erving Chriftian hath endured fuch repeated con-
flicts, and obtain’d laborious viftories, and pafled
many years in fuch various exercifes of foul, he finds
it impoffible in a few pages, to tell yon a’ tenth part
of what he hath paffed through: This he himfelfex-
cufes, page 56. and ‘you may learn hence, that no
Chriftian in this life is entirely fafe- even from thofe
temptatmnsihat have been once powerfully overcome.

I thall be told by fome pefons, that there are mauy
fcriptures brought into this biftory not much to the pur-
pofe. But forgive a Chriftian this pratice, who loves
to talk in the Janguage of his God, where he can but
imagine the words may be accommodated to his
fenfe : and if he hath multiplied quotations in fome
places without. apparent neceffity, yet in feveral of
them<it muft be owned the allufions are very beautiful.

In the 12t p]ace it mll be faid, there are ﬁme things
200 private and perfinaly and fome thmgs that feem
100
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£00 mean and of too little moment to trouble the %r(d
~with. 1 reply, there’s little of this to be found in what
he wrote himfelf for the view of others ; but! our
friends after our deceafe are rezdy, from an accefs of
affeCtion, to fhow many of our leffer affairs to the|pub-
lic, fondly imagining they will be acceptable to the
world, becaufe their own de¢jightful memory ofltheir
friend makes it relith fo well to themfelves, After all,
I cannot fay but a judicious abftrat of this book.

would render it more ufeful to the reader, and more

{ecure from every exception. !
|

May the bleffed fpirit, who formed the foul ofithis
author to the divine model of his gofpcl, form| the
heart of every reader by -the fame pérfet rule,and
raife them to equal or to higher degrees of faith iand
holinefs ; that they may be living, witnefles and hon-
-ours to the name of Chriff; and let thera join withime

to adore my God and Saviour, who, though he hath-
fecluded me from fervice in his houfe, by long fick-
nefs, yet he honours me to fland 2s a figure on |his
high-way, to direét travellers in the road ; and while
he reftrains my tongue from its delightful work, he is
pleafed to ufe me as a filent finger to point o the

footfteps of a faithful fhepherd, and by them to guide
the flock in their way to heaven,

Theobalds ¢n Harifort-
fhire May 1, 1718.

1 Watts.

TO
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THE .
PREFACE
- TO THE. = =
"READER

jir22 T allbiography,thelives of eminent faints
§]§?£§=ﬁl§ are, beson]c)l all controverfie, the ‘mofk
AL 1y edifying and ufeful, being, in fome meas
flazzlt fure, a tranfumpt-of the holinels of God
and of hisword, Their laudible aund amiablc example
carries init fucha feererand, powerful efficacy to makeé
impreflions on fcllow-chriftians yea on all generous
{fouls, with -whomthere is any remains of .
confcience, that it has oft provok’d them- Heb.x: 24,
to love and good works, and by.a pious -M[f‘“h?.-;_lf"
emulation to tread their {teps. to glorifie fuc: Uy 12
God, and mend their pace heaven-ward.
.. Without-the holy and exemplary. lives of the vot.
aries of religion, the gofpel of Chrift ufually is fofar
from gaining ground, that it daily lofes the room"it
has in the world ; of - which. the: prefent melancholy
ftate of the reformed churches is too plain.a docu-
ment. [ am perfwaded that next to the great. outs
pouring of the /pirit from on high, 1fa. xxxii. 15.
the rapid and admirable fuccefs. of .the glorious gof- -
pel, was greatly owing to the holy lives of its profefs
fors, efpecially their fhining in the peculiar-and difts
inguithing duties of Chriftianity, and their cheerful
and undaunted boldnefs in fuffering forChrift. There’s
“for fince in our day the gofpslis fo vifibly deﬁitutehqf
| this



| The P.R E.F AC L.

predt' advantage to commend the chriftian religion
- to the conlciences of all, both friends and foes; we
hope the printing of the Followmg (heets, will notbe
found unfeafonable, when there is (o evident, and uni-
verfal a decay of the life and power of religion with
the truly godly, and fuch a.prodigious and formidable
- growth of hypocrify, ‘forniality, luke warmnefs and
fecurity, &¢. with many in the vifible church, when
the fcandalous and profane lives of many profcﬁ
Chriftians, are giving {o deep and deadly a wound
to the credit of religioh and the-gofpel ; when not a
few, efpecially of our youth, and that not of the
meaneft quality, are poifoned, I fear beyond the
power of antidote,with profane romances, ftage- plays,
and hiftories of the filthy and impure amours of
the vileft rakes,and moft profligate debauthees, and

with anhlefhcal and blafpemous books againft 2ll re-
ligion ; in a time when the world is abufed with ly:
ing (tories of the lives of meh, bafe apoftates, that
preacbed an other gofpelyceafed not to pervert the right
ways of the Lord, and that were cruel welves and
perfecutors ; by which thiey are reprefented, and very
artfully drefled up in‘the likenefs of great virtuoufos,
firft rate Chriftians, and men of God indeed: Who
knows, but this book, ‘may be of fome ufe to roufe
decayed Chriftians, waken fuch as have g name 10 live,
but gre dead,give a check to the vicious and loofe lives
of the immoral, expofe the diftinguifed lives of enes
mies, and conv:& athiefts ; and tho’ it fhould be
wholly fruitle(s that way, yet it fhould be a ftanding
teftimony -and witnefs againft the dangerous and
growing evils of this perlicus time, they fhall know
. there has been a prophet among them,

The firlt three periods of his life were all found af-
ter his death in a-manufcript, written with his own
hands as they are printed ; but all we could have of’
the fourth- period>of his-life, is'only fome gleanings
from imperfaét Ihort hints of things in -his d;ar}]':
t which
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whlch he had never digefted nor enlarged, which is |
certainly a very confiderable lofs,fecing the experien--
ces of this, fourth period, might have been much
mnore ufef'ul being the whole time of his miniftry ;
but the w:f'e Lotd, the mafter, called’him off, and
prevented it, After he was fixed in a charge, he had.

mhuch work; his parift being both fpacious and nume-
rous 3 he was oft abroad preaching at facriments,

alfo “about bufinefs, and always when he preached if

‘in health, he wrote much, as is told afterwards , and.

he was fcarce three years a minifter, when his health
broke, Thefe and other difficulties had hindred his
finithing thofe memoirs,we judge, which we know le
defigned; he told himfelf to fome friends,ifhealth and -
bufinefs would have allowed, he would have written as
muchon the fourth period, as on all the other' three.

In reading of his exercife, the terror he was once
under, when, as he words it, the Lord broupht him to
Sinaiyit would be remembred that tho’ .preparatory
law-works with all the adult that are called, be the
fame as to fubftance, all muft be enllghtened con-
vinced of their fin 2nd mifery, be made truly fen-
fible of their loft ftate, be throughly humbled, made
to fee their ftate defperate without a Saviour, and be
renewed ere they will come to Jefus, fo.there is a -
great variety among the Lord’s people as to the time
of their awaking, the duration of it, the means by
which, &c. “meafure of terror, or down. cafting, and -~

; diftinctnefs about their exercife, and the like,

No ferious foul has reafon to be thaken about their

f inteteft in Chrift Jefus, tho’ they have not been fo
 early awakened as fome, or had. fo great a degree of
. terror, and been fo long under it as others, or tho!

they cannot give {o diftin¢t account of the time when,
the means or inftruments by which the Lord firft a-

‘wakened them, asfome can do, by all which they
have no fmall advantage. ’Tis to be regreted, that
fome wouhy men have, by uncautiovs difcour(es on

this

']
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this, fubjelt, ﬁumbled not a few forrows and-exercifed
Chriftians,

* As to what we have of his- dymg ‘words :annexed.
to the memoirs of his life,; 'tis but. a little; we affure.
you, of what'he fpoke the laft five.days before his:
death ; fome of the fW£eteﬁ and moft l'avoury difcour
fes he had are wholly loft; being fo mangled by the’
" writer, that we were: forced to drop. them.; for great.
¢re was taken nof to- infert any thing, hut what he.
fboke, Theoccafion-of this was, the writter was for-
ced toftarid ‘ata diftance; and out of his fight, becaufe:
when he obfeérved, him writing, he was dlf'pleafedy
and would nat allow it; likewife the noife that fomes
times was intlie room, with pt.oples fpeaking to him,
~ their coming in, or going out, and ordering things: a-
bout him, made the. writer oft lofe half a.fentence,
 neither was it poflible for thofe that revifed his dymg
~words to help this,

- The want of connexion, there is oft betwixt pur-
pofes difcourfed by him, was occafioned ‘partly by the
fhort flumbers he fometimes fell in, his taking fome
refrefiment, and dther interruptions, and’ partly by
reafon of different: difcourfes perfons had to him.,

We affure you, there are very-few diftourfes he

had that are full and compleat, as he then. {poke
*them ,

READER.

There are fome things very obvious, that:add a pe-’
culiar and bright luftre to the teftimony:this dying
‘faint and faitbful minifter of Chrift has given to the
good ways of God-; which {fhould commend thlS his
~ fwan-fong to all.

- 1f#, They aré the laft words of one that gives you
-arational and diftin&t account of the work of God on
his own fou] fonie years ago, and who afterwards by

_ : “aholy
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a holy convincing walk adorned the gofpel of Chrifl,
- and glorified his Lord and mafter, which was his
greateft ambition on earth. He .tried the reality and
fweetnefs of religion fome time, found it was atrue
report the gofpel made, and that the Aalf was not told.
His laft words deferves the more regard, fince ye may
fee he was far from being bigotted untoa fond concett
of the principles and pratice of religion, he tried at
things and did hold faf} that which was good : 'What
vafl pains he was at to examine the very fundamental
principles of natural and reveal'd religion ye may fee
from his memoirs, his treatife againft deifm, the rea-
fon of faith, &c. All which demonftrate his faith did
not (tand in the wifdom of men, 1 Cor. ii. 5. but in
the power of God. They are the laft words of one
that {pent about twelve years in lively preaching of
Chrift and him crucified, wherof not a’few of the.
Lords people retain a favoury remembrance, of which
his excellent fermons will convince thofe that knew
him not, ifencouragement be got to print them,

24ly, 'This may enhanfe the value of this tefti-
mony, that he was under fo great a damp, fodarka
cloud for three or four days before that abundant con-
{olation and joy the Lord fil'd him with, which you
will find narrated by himfelfin his dying words. ‘How
agreeable is this to the Lord’s vfual way of dealing
with his fdints, he wounds and then heals, {mites and
then binds up, they are prefs'd out of meafure, above
ftrength, &c. Notonly at converfion, but oft in his
dealings with them through their life, both as'to their
outward and inward condition. and oft fignally at
death. This glorious method is worthy of God, and
nobly advances bis bleft defigns, abont his own, |

3dly, The conftant and unufual compofure of
{pirit he had is remarkable ; tho’ he was under very
tormenting pain, the laft days of his ficknefs, yet
not one impatient word dropt’ from bhim ; tho’ he
{lept litcle the laft five days, and fpoke much, yet not

L b. ‘ one
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raving word -ever heard from him, which as ye will
find him oft admiring it, fo it was a wonder to all
that were prefent. L -

4thly, With what life, what a peculiar emotion of
{pirit what fervour did he utter hislaft words? How
- refrefhing, affeting. and aftonithing this was, all pre-
fent well remember : And tho’ we had all his dying
words, this is ftill wanting, nor can it be defcribed
by us: Now fhould not that endear this faint’s tefti-
mony to religion.

sthly, How prudently did he addrefs himfelf to
perfons, miniflers, or private Chriftians that vifited
him, according to their various ranks, principles, con-
ditions and circumf{ltances ? He fpoke with the niceft
~ caution to them, even them; which was very furpriz-
ing.
%t/:{y, And efpecially that all this was {poke by
- him in view of approaching death, (for neither he
nor others conceived the leaft probability of his re-
covery after he took bed) Death the king of ters
rors, the moft terrible of all terribles to an impeni-
tent finner, and that nothing can make exfie. and
fiveeten, but the precious fruiis of our Lord’s. death
and foflerings. Yet even then what a calm on his
‘foul:? What fubmiffion to it did he fhew ? What
boldnefs in facing this laft enemy ¢ With what con-
cern and paffion was he panting for death ? How wel-
come was it to him ? His own words will teftify this. .
One of the oppofite way, and not the meaneft for
fenfe, faid, he never faw one fo willing to die. Now.
whence is all this ! How can thisbe 2 =~ -

-Pagan Moralifts and philofophers talked of.their
cordials againft death ; but when it came to the pulb,
they found them all infipid and ufele(s. Hardned def-
perate atheifls, and befotted ftupid epicures have
fhut their eyes on danger, The prefumptuous and de-
Juded hypocrite may feign {ubmiflion to death, pre-

ténd a hope to heayen, and hold faft his ground]gfj
an

i :
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androtten hope ; yet when they turn their faces to
the wall, how four and-chagrin does the fight of
pale and grim death make them ?' Their hearts fink
in them as ftones, or elfe are forced to bewray a reft..
lefs difquiet'and perplexity. L

A gracelefs, bold and furious foldier may court
death, rufh on it, and pretend to defy it in the
field, - o

Some prodigies of wickednefs, given up of God, .
from 2 bafe cowardice and impatience, have dared to -
be their own executioners, againft the felf evident
principles of the law-of nature, as well as the exprefs
precepts of the moral-law ¢ But not a fhadow haye -
any of thefe of the {weet calm and compofure, the -
invincible patience, the intire fubmiffion, the abfolute
‘reflignation to the divine will, the chearfulnefs, fatis-
faction, joy and comfort,the lively and affured Chrifti-
an attains at death, which our 'dying friend in fo
great a meafure enjoyed, of which his own words
will give you the belt account.

Now then is there not here fomething truly fuper-.
nataral and divine, that humane natore conld never.
be capable of, if it were not renewed by the exceed
ing greatnels of that power that raifed Chrift from
the dead, and alfo- a fingular meafure of the faving
influences of the fpirit of adoption giving to it ? May
notall then fee, that will not fhut their eyes, that the
greatelt hero among men cannot be equalld to, or |
vie with a foldier of Chrift ; yea, that theft puny
heroes are but faint fhadows of the real Chriftian. .
Ranfack the wide world, confider all the diftinguith.
ing excellencies of mortals, view all that have affum’d
the name of wife, great, or good, or that men canon-
ize for fuch, and ye will fee beyond all debate, that
2 {aint infinitely outvies them all in his life, efpecial-
ty i his laft confliét with death, the clofe of the daric

fcene : Here fhines brightly his true greatnefs of fpirit
‘and incomparable bravery indecd.

bz o Nofv_
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Now on the whole, what a clear convincing evi-
dence have ye here of the‘immortality of the foul,
that when his body was loweft, yet his intellettuals
were fo found, and the a&tings of his fpirit about the
great things of eternity, were fo vigorous and lively ;
h'l;e_ himfelf fhew’d a peculiar turn of wit in improving
this. ' '
- O the great truth and reality there is in religion !
were it a dream, a mere melancholly, hypochon-
driack fancy, an impofture, or cheat, as athiefts talk,
orno more in’t but mere morality that has no relati-
. on to Chrift Jefus, a dead lifelefs form, or fome ex-
ternal bodily ¢xercife, as the blind fenfial world, not
having the fpirit, judges, coeld it have produc’d fuch
real, fuch fenfible, and forprizing fweet effeéts; that
fwallowed up all trouble and pain, and ravifh’d with
Joy as be fonnd ? It is poffible any that have the ufe
of their reafon, can once imagine a faint can perfonate
this at death, when under no temptation to diffem-
ble, when intereft or worldly confiderations can have
no place or influence, and when they are nnder the
moft awful impreflions of eternity, judgment, and of
God the judge of the quick and dead, which fo ef-
feCtually tend to preventit ! 1
May we not hence alfo fee the wonderful virtue of
Chrift’s. blood, the efficacy of his ‘death and crofs ?
through death he has deftrayed death, and him that
had the power of-it. On the crofs of Chrift the faints
raife their trinmph. How warm was the heart of this
faint when he fpoke of it} How oft did he glory in
the crofs of Chrif? ! On this intirely helaid the ftrefs
of his falvation, , | |
O how fure then is God’s word ! How fafe a bot-
" tom to venture our fouls on, even at death ! Is he not
the faithful God that keeps covenant ? Did he not
remember the words which he promifed to pis fervant,
on which he caufed him te hope ? Did he not ﬁnd' it
with a witnefs, efpecially in his greateft extremity
- . . at

é
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ot death, when he needed it moft ! Hoy much did
he himfelf notice this ? May we not app al to dying
faints, in the words of Jofbua'to Ilfrdel)\if any-one
thing hath failed of all the good things the Lord had
promifed to them ? As for God, his way is perfet, the
aword of Lordis tried; he is a buckler to all thofe that
truft in him. | -

And to conclude, may we not fay, There is g re
award for the righteous : verily there is a God that
judgeth in the earth # How can we doubt of this;
{ince the faints fee the {alvation of God, they feel and
eafle this in their life, and at death have a very heas
ven antidated in their. fouls ? What clufters of the -
fruits of the promifed land from Efhcol, what fiveet ~
carnefts and pledges, what infallible fore-runners of
heaven have they, both as to their excercife and:en- -
joyment day and night, for .fome timein their life,
and efpecially in ther laft trial, when near to eternity.?

"Of which our dear friend, as you will fee from his

dying words, had lo [weet experience. - -

IN-.
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A SHORT

A CcCCoOoUu N T

OF THE

Birth, Pdrantage and Characler of the Reverend Mr.
Tnomas Havynurron, with fome other Circum-

[lances of his Life.
M R. Thomas Hafjrburtan, profeffor of Divinity

in the new college at St. Andrews, was bora
at Duplin, in the parifh of Aberdalgy December 2 5th.
1674, of worthy and godly parents, Mr." George
Halyburton and Marparet Playfere. His father was
delcended of the family of Pitcur, in the county of .
Angus 3 and was minifter of the parith of dberdalgy
in the pry(bytery of Perth, out of which he was ejec-
ted by the then government, in the year 1662, as a-
bout 300 more minifters were alfo, fummarily with«
out any legal procefs,ﬁmply for non-comfor:mity to - |
prelacy.

Mr. George Halyburton, who was then bithop of
Dunteld, and had been a zealous covenanter, fud-
denly became fo forward for the national defetion
and fo cruel a perfccutor of his once fellow prefbyters,
that he would not fpare him more than others, tho’
he was his near kinfman, but turntd him out of his
charge : And yet that prelate was fcarée well warm
in his neft, when the Lord {mote himfelf with fore
ficknefs, of which he died, and went16 his place.

Immedlately after he was thus perfecuted, that
choice and pious gentlemgt, the fole heritor of the
faid Farifh, who was ongapeiig a thoufand in fuch an
evil time;-and aﬁcrmrd fuffered much for non-cone-
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formity, gave him 2 houfe to dwell in at Duplin, be.' |
fide himfelf, was his ordinary hearer, and while he |
- lived, {hewed no {mall Kindnefs to him, which defer- ¢
ves a thankful remembrance from’ his relations.

His father never repented his faithfulnefs in adher-
ing:to the covenantea work of reformation, but re-
joiced that he had ‘been honoured to fuffer on that |
account ; and when he fell afleep in the Lord in the |
- year 1682, in the 55, year of his age, he died in the |
fdith of this that-God would déliver this church'from |
the then fore perfecution it was under. +

His mother was daughter to Mr Andrew Playfére,
the firft minifter of /Jberda/gy parith after the refor-
mation from popery,to whom her hufband fucceeded
a little before the reftoration of prelacy. She' was
allied to.fome of the beft families in the Kingdom by
the mother’; of which here I thall forbear a particular
account : But which was their far greater glory, both
-of them from their youth up, were truly religious.

His mother excelled many of her own fex, for
knowlege of the principles of religion, and an un- |
.common memory of the {criptures; fhe would have |
exaltly repeated many of the choiceft chapters of the
- bible. - |

They had a numerous family, no lefs than eleven
’chlldren, and very fickly ; all of them died young,
except their eldeft daughter Fanet, and this their fon
Mr, Thomas 3 but to {weeten' thefe trials, they had
peculiar comfort in the death of their children; fome
even of the youngeft of them, gave fingular evidens
ces of their dying in the Lord, which fome yet alwe

well mind.
" When his father died, he was happy to be under |
the care of fuch a mother : The epifcopal perfecution |
~ for non-conformity daily growing, fhe with her fon
in law, and daughter, were forced for their fafety to
withdraw to Holland, took him. along with them,

whxle he Was very young : He quickly learned the
Dutch
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Tbalc/: and went to Era’mus {chool to learn the latin :

if{‘here they fojurn:d’ till Auguft 1637, «t-wh ch
gme they returned home, narrowly eicapmg fh P-
wreck, ' -

3 At their return he went to the fchool, and - qfter-
wards to the univerfity, where he made great proﬁm-
éncy beyond many of his équals, When he had fini-
thed his courfe there, he entered chaplain to -a nobla
family, where one that had been his fchool fellow,and’
had drunk in the principles ‘of the deifts, began to at-
tack him on that fide, which obliged him-in the be-
_ﬁmmng of his ftudies to read that contl‘overfy care-
fully.; and what progrefs -he madein this; will ap-
“)ear from his book agamft the deifts. He could not
attenddeflons of divinity in'any of our colleges, while
in that family ; and tho' he had read divinity only
iwo years the prefby tery of Kircaldy importun’d him

oenter ‘on trials; and he was licenfed: by them to
-%vreach, June 22, 1699.

3 He was fettled minifter in Ceres parith, May, 1, 1700
7 In 1701, he was married with Fanet IVa{/M a
imrtuous and pious gent'ewoman, daughter to Mr,
:David Watfon an heritor in the parifh of St. Andrews
a zealous good man,and one that fuffered much in
the late times for non-conformity. His reliét fure
svives with fix children, one fon, and five daughters,
ﬁbeﬁde two fons and a daughter that died.
3 Some few years after his fettlement at Ceres, his

health broke, and his indifpofition daily increafed, o
that he was hardly able to go through his mmlﬁeml*
iwork in' that large parifh.
1 In dpril 1710, having received a patent from her
imajefty, and an invitation from the prefbytery, he
iwas tranf) ported by the {ynod of Fife, to be profeflor
;of' divinity in the new college of St Andrews,
i ~ In September, 23, at 7 in the morning 1712, he
fﬂept in Jefus, and him will the Lord bring with him.
He was of low {tature, hisbody but thin and finall,
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“his hair black,but his complexion pretty cledrand fair,

In Aprél 1711, 2 dangerous ficknefs feizéd on him
. which obllged the phyficians, at feveral times, to
take from him about 44 ounces of blood: he recovered
and went abroad again, .but his wafted:body never
attained the fmall ftrength he had before his ficknefs ;
thortly after his arms and legs became a little be-
nmm’d and infenfible, as alfo I'wclled, which at his

death increafed greatly,

"~ But O! How noblea fpirit, how greata foul dwelt
in his weak and frail body.

He was naturally of a very pleafant and def reable
temper: - He had an equal'and chearful fpirity which
he retained under furprizing viciffitudes. This evens
- nefs of temper appeared much in his frequent and
dangerous ficknefs. He had a calm, peaceable, heal-
ing difpofition, and yet bold as a lion in his mafter’s
‘canfe. He had a peculiar talent for compofing dif-
ferences ¢ How afHlicting the profpect of divifions was
to him, the following fheets will teftifie : And had
fome others been blefled with more of this fpirit, his
and our fears had been utterly difappointed.

He was maiter of a confiderable ftock: of prudence,
he ftudied to walk in wifdom toward them that are
without, and them that are thhm, and to become all
things to all men.

He was dextrous in obferving tempers, and in ad-
drefling and managing perfons. How wifely he car-
ried in church judicatories, whereof he was a2 mem-
betr others can witnefs,

He abhorred that unedifying converfe, that is fpent
In frequent and unfeafonable jefting and drollery, fo
common with many ; tho’ he was abundantly face-
tious in company, when and where he faw it exped-
ient, and, this way fometimes he has dropt what
tended to edifie.” Thofe who converfed moft with
him, will own, they feldom enjoyed his company
without fome profit by it. ¢ oft was uncafy afte}r1

ue
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imuch converfe with others, if he was not edified
thimfelf, or though he did not edifie others ; how
jcircumfpect and tender was the firain of his walk in
i this ? He oft regretted the difficulty there was to re.
{tain integrity in the moft part of company in this
{ degencrate age ; he reckoned fuch company a great
{hard(hip, and loth would he be to have let any thing
loffenfive in converfe-go withouta check,
. The following memoirs will witnefs his walking
twith God in his family and clofet: But fome things
there I cannot pafs ; it was his ordinary, except he
thad been neceflarily hindred, to come from his clofet
to family worfhip, efpecizally if the Lord had given
him enlargment of heart, and if his fpirit was in a due
frame ; he would then have been very uneafic, if any
interruptions fell in betwixt clofet and family-duties.
He alfo commonly expounded the word of God, at
leaft once a day in his family. The night before
:family-fafts, which he kept, our national-fafts, he al-
iways direéted his fervants how to manage that work,
tand on the faft-days themfelves difcourfed them a-
bout their fouls condition and concerns.

He was an affetionate and dutiful-hufband, a con-
%ﬁ:ientious and kind parent, a faithful and eafy mafter,
{ Suchas knew him, will own, he had a clear head, a
ivery ready. and rare invention, and an uncommon
%mcnmry; he read little after his health broke, and
oft owned his greatelt improvement was more by
thinking than reading.

: He had a very ready way of exprefling his thoughts;
the was far from a vain, airy affeftation of language
iin preaching, (a prevailing evil in this time) he had
iftudied an even, neatand feriptural ftile. and this be-
came natural, tho' fome thought in the end, his deep
{thinking made it a little more abftrufe than formerly
ito a popular auditory. | |
{ He had choice pulpit gifts, he was an accurate and
{pathetic preacher a great textuary, clofe in' hand-
o A 3 liﬂg
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ling.any trath he difcourfed, and in the apphcatlon,[;

he was home, warm and fearching ; and in.this hey:
fhewed himfelf ufually. a. fkilful cafbift. He of :
complained, that fome worthy men were too. general £,
and bare in the application: of their dotrines. qs
He ordinarily wrote his fermons very exaltly, when§
health and bufinefs would allow ; he ufed to fay A¥
lazy minifter in his younger years, would make a poor
old man. . It were to be withed, that this example:
were more followed than itis. He oft adventured tof:
preach under great indilpofition when he was notj:
able to write-fo much as the heads of his fermon, yea,}
even at facraments, and he has been {ingularly aflifted,}:
to the conviftion of all that heard him. In his laft}:
two years he wrote little, his health- then was fo low.}
His experience of the power of godlinefs, with hisj;
other gifts mentioned, made him very fkilful to deal
“with wounded fpirits, accordmg to the variety oftheir}
cafes ; and this canverle he owned was exrreamly?@
ufeful to himfelf. Few minifters have taken a. more;
cautious and confirming way of dealing with people,f
than he did before he admitted them to the facrament;}
and while in health, he was diligent in the 0ther3
parts of his minifterial work., b
 He was no lefs fingularly fitted for the {chools ; he
fpcke elegant latin promptly, tho” he had been lcmg;
in the difofc of it, and was fcarce at any pains to res|
cover it, which was nuch admired : He was very ex-f-
pert in the sreek, but his ficknefs broke his defign to;
accomplifh himfelf in the rﬁﬁ of the oriental langua-
€s.

3 In controverﬁes, ef'pecn]ly thofe of the time, he;
excelled many, it was ftrange to fee how. quickly he
- would have - taken up the {tate of controverfie, the
firength of an adverfury, fecn through their dcce:t‘&
full fophiftry and pretences, arid how clofe and ner-;
vous his reafoning was ufually. - [
Now on the whole, what a_lofs, r:fpecmllyhm
tinis

i
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this jun&ure, may we jultly reckon’the. death of
this great-little man to the poor wreftling church
of Scotland, to the place he lived in, and to his-
family ? Alas ! ‘What fhall we fay 2 What great
thoughts of heart may it caufe, when fuch 2 green
olive-tree, fair, and of goodly fruit is cut down,
when fuch bright ftars fet, yez, even conltellations
of them inour day ? May we not- juftly, fear;:when
(uch wreftlers with God are taken off, as he on his
death-bed comments on fuch damping providences,
that the confumption decreed fhall overflow in righte-
sufnefs ? Ia, x. 22.

,;.‘Pf:j'. = :-:_:r:‘,l'r_‘,:_fJ: ‘-:ri;j-l
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Mt THOMAS HALY BURTO N,

WRITTEEN
By himfelf fome years before his death.

INTEODUCTIOE

HE common occurances of the life of one
in all refpeéts fo inconfiderable, are not worth

- recording ; and if recorded, could be of little
ufe either to myfelf, or others, Wherefor it is none
of my defign to wafte time or paper with thefe. But
it 1can recount the Lord’s gracious condult toward
me, the ftate of matters before. and under the Lord’s
{peclal dealings with me, in a2 way of conviftion, il-
lumination, converfion, confolation and edification ;
and compat them fo, as to difcover, not only the
parts of this work, the feveral advances it made, the
oppofition made to it, its victory over the oppofition
of my own heart, Satan and the world: but alfo to
prefent the work in its order and iflue, it may be of
great ufe to my own eftablifhment, and if ever it
fhould fall in the bhands of any other Chriftian, it
might be not unufeful, confidering, that the work
of the Lord in all is, as to the fubftance, the fame and

uniform |
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uniform s and as face anfwers to face Prov. xxvvii.
19, in a glafs, {o does one Chriftian’s experience
anfwer another’s and both to theword, ,

This being the defign of this narrative, to give
fome account of the Lord’s work with me, and my
way with him, in fo far as 1 remember it from my
birth this'day , I fhall proceed to it.

A g SRRt oo NN SR ——

PART I

Narrating the (fate of matters with me from the time
of my birth till Iwus about ten years of age, or
thereby, !

‘Came into the world, not only under the guilt of
X that offence, whereby many, nay all were made
finners, Rom. v. 19. and on the account whereof
fudgment paffed upon all men to condemnation: But
moreover I -brought with me a nature wholly cor-
rupted, 7ob, Xiv, 4. P/alm.li. 5. a heart wholly fet in
me to doevil, Eccl. ix. 3. This the teftimony of
God in the word fatisfies me of. And herein 1 am
ftrongly confirmed by undoubted experience, that
fully convinceth me, that from the morning of my
days, while under the advantage of gofpel.light, the
infpeétion of godly parents, and not yet corrupted -
by cuftom, the imaginations of my heart, and the
tenor of my life, were evsl, only evil and continually
fo. Gen. vi. 5, 8, 21. S

2. It cannot be expelted, that at fo great a dif-
tance, I thould remember the particulars of that firft
three or four years of my life ; Yet I mayon the
juftet grounds prefume, that they were filled up with
thofe {ins that cleave to children in their infancy.,
Many of which are not only evil, as they flow from a
poifoned root; Matth. vil. 17. for anevil tree will
bring forth corvupt fruit: But do alfo bear the im-

prels
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prefs 6f,and an- evidéat corigruity to their ‘corrupt
~fource, - and- tafte “ftrong- of that root of bitternefs
whereupon they grow. “While we are yet on the
brealts, inbred corruption breaks forth, and before
we give any tolerable evidence that we are rational,
we give full evidence that we are corrupted.” Pfalm,
lviii. 3. We fhew -that we are inclined to evil by
prefling with impatience and eagernefs for what is
hartful 5 and our averfion to good, by refufing with
the greateft obftinacy what is fit, proper and ufeful
to us. At firft we are only employed about fenfible
things, and about them we give the firft evidences
that our natures are corrupt. And with"the firlt ape
pearances of reafon, tlie corruption of our fpirit dif-
- covers itfelf.  How early do our atings difcover paf-
fien, pride, revenge, diflimulation and fenfuality to
be inlaid, as it were, in our very conftitution ! Any
ordinary obferver may difcern inftances innumer«:
able of this fort, very early in children. With thele
and the like evils, no doubt, were the firlt years of
my life, whereof I remember little, filled up ; ¢ Folly
is bound up in the heartof a child, Prov. xxii. 1 §. and
we goafide afloon as born, {peaking lies,’ P/al. lviii 3.
. 3. In this firft period of my life, I had advantages
above moft. My parents were eminently religious,
Y- was trained up under their eyes and infpection, for
moft part, I continually heard the found of divine
truths ringing in my ears, in their inftruttions ; and
I had the beauty of the pratice of religion continu-
ally reprefented to mine eyes in their walk, Iwas
by their care kept from ill company that might in-
fet me, By thefe means I was reftrained from thofe
- groffer outbreakings that children oft run into, and
habituate to a form of religion, and put upon the
performing of fuch qutward duties of religion as my
years were capable of,  Hence it appears, that the fin,
1 now am fully convinced, thatI wallowed in during
this traét of time, is not to be imputed, cither as -lzp

inclis
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inclination, or a&mgs, merely to contradted cuﬂom,
“or occafional temptations ; But it really was the ge-
nuine -fruit and refult of that lamentable byafs man
fince the fall is born with. Sure the fpring muft be
within, whén notwnthﬂandmg all the carc taken tp
keep me fromthem, 1 impetuounfly wenton'in (inful
courfes. The holy God hedged up my w.y by pre- -
¢epts, example; difcipline ; But 1 broke through all.
‘Sure-the fprings muft be within, And fore it moftbe
-very ftrong that was able to bear down fuch power-
ful mounds * as'were fet in its way, by the pro-
vidence of God, and run with fo full a ftream, not-
~withftanding all outward occ.flons of its ‘increafe
‘were cut off, as much as might be, Herein'l havea
full . evidence of a heart mturally eftranged - from,
nay oppofite to the Lord. " And ‘belides, this deeply
aggravates my guilt. ¢ And they have turned unto
me the back and not the face; though 1 taught them .
rifing up early and teaching them, yet they have not
hearkened to receive inftrutions’ Fer, xxxii. 33.

4. . The care of my father during his life, which
ended Ocfober 1682, and of my mother afier his -
-~ death, tho’ very great, did not change, but only hide
nature, which is indeed often hidden, fometimes o«
vercome, feldom extinpuifhed Albeit I cannot re-
member all the particulars from the 4th or gth year
of my life, yet fo far do I remember what the gene-
ral bent of my heart was from that time, Upon a
review, I muoft confefs that it was wholly fet- againft
the Lord. The carnal mind is enmity agamﬂ God, &8
not fubject to the law of God, nor can it mdced be,
" Rom. viii. 7. -

5. Toconfirm this, when I now f'urvey the deca.
logue, and review this portion of my time, notwith-
flanding of the great diftance, Ido diftindtly re-
member, an I were it to edification, could condefcend
upon particular inftances.of the oppoﬁtmn of my

. heart
¥ Fcnccs
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heart unto each of its precepts. . Whatever influence
education may have in moulding what is feen, yet
furely ©the imaginations, of man’s heart are evil
from his youth up,’ Gen. viii. 21.

. 6. True it is, through the influence of the means
before mentioned, I.did all this while abominate the -
more grofs breaches of all the commands, and diflike
opén fin, But mean while my heart was fet upon the
lefs difcernible violations of the fame holy law. My
quarrel was not with fin, but the confequences of it,
and the main thing 1 regarded was the worlds o-
pinion of it. Fear of punithment, pride that fears to
bell thought of, or at beft, a natural conlcience en-
lightened by education, were the only {prings of any .
performances of duty, or abftinence from fin, Prone
1 was all this while to.fin, even of all forts, which
that age is carried unto, in fecret when I could fay,
that no eye fhall fee me, Job xxiv. 15. They who for -
credit or other fuch inducements, may.feem averfe
to fin,.yet will make bold in the dark with the worft
fins ;——3Son of man haft thou [een what the ansients
of the houfe of Hrael doin the dark, every man én the
chambers of his immagery? Fur they [ay, the Lord
Jeeth us not, the Lord hath forfaken the earth, Ezek.
vill, 12, y

7. Even thofe things, which,-in my way feem’d
good and promifing, fuch as deteftation of grofs fins,
performance of duties, &c. were either purely the
effe@sof a forcible cuftom, a bribe to a natural con--
fcience to hold.its. peace, a facrifice to felf, a {lavifh .
performance of what I took no delight in to avoid
the whip, or fometimes 2 charm to keep me from
danger; which I thought- would befal me, and dread-
.ed much, if I neglelted prayer. Thus.my beft things
drcadfully increafed my guilt, being like the apples
of Ssdom, fair to look at, promifing while untried,
but within full of athes and noifome matter. When ye
fufted and mourned in the fifth and [eventh months,

even
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evien 1hele feventy years, did ye' at all faft unto me 2
And when ye did eaty and when ye did drink, did ye
not eat for yourfelves ? Zech. vid. 5, 6. Bring no more
vain oblationsy Encenfe is an abomsnation to me, the
new-moons and fabbaths, the calling of uffemblies, I
cannot away with, it is imiquity, even the folemn
meeting. Ha, i, 13 S T
8. Thus thelfpring of corruption damm’d in on
the onle fide, I mean as to open profanity, by the
mounds of education, breaks out on the other fide,
ina form of religion, 2 Tim. iii» 5. without, nay
plainly oppofite to the power of it, which is no lefs
-~ hateful to the Koly God : ¢ The prayer of the wicked
is fin, his ‘facrifice is an abomination, Prov. xxi. 27,
15,8, 21, 4. Sin ib one cafe has ‘a little varnith
“that hides its deformity fomewhat from the eyes of’
men;in the other it is feen in its native hew and’
colours, In the one cafe it runs undér ground ; in the
other it opénly follows its courfe. ¢ Some mens fins
areopen before-hand goingbefore them into judgment
and others follow after, 1 Tim. v. 24. Whether
the one or the other, the odds is not great. The tree’
35 known by its fruit. Matth Xii, 33. A4 corrupt tree
~cannot bring forth good fruit. Sometimes it may
bring forth good-lske frust. | o
9. But yet, after all, I muft confefs that fuch was
the ftrength of corruption, that it drove me to feve.
ral of the more plain and grofs fins incident to this
age: Which though fome account pardonable fol.
lies in children, yet the Lord makes another reckone
ing of them, and fundry of them have been made
bitter to me, fuch as, lying to avoid punifhment,
fabbath-breaking, revenge, hatred of my reprovers,
and others of a-like nature. Some particular fins.
committed in child hood, which I had quite forgor,
as being attended with no notable circumftances,
that could make them: ftick, rather than other things,
and being of an older date than any thing elfe; T

can
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can. remember, were brought frelh 0 my remem- -

brance, when the Lord began clofly to convince of
fin, and bemg prefented in their native colours, in
the light of the Lord, 2nd in all the circumftances

of time, place, partners in {in, &c, and were made

the matter of my deep humiliation, loathing and felf-

abhorence, as-not only full of wickednefs in them.

felves, but pregnant evidences of the deepeft natur-

al depravity, Which made me fee to whom it was

owing, that I went not to all the heights in wicked-

nefs and the groffeft abominations thzt ever any were

carried to, and which a haughty heart, ifnot reftrain-
ed feafonably parted by fecret power, and partly :by

ourward _means, would mevltably have carried me to,
Prov. xxii. 25.  Folly isbound upin the heartofa

child deeply rooted and faftned there.” Andno thanks -
to the beft, that they are. kept from the worlt things.

¢ And David faid to Abigail, bleffed be the Lord God
of Ifrael, which fent thee this day to meet me, -and
blefled be thy advice, and blefled be thou, which haft
kept me this day from coming to fhed blood, and from
avenging myfelf on mine own hand. 1 Sam xxv. 32,
For in very deed, as the Lord God of Ifrae! liveth,
“which hath kept me back from hurting thee, except
thou hadft hafted and come to meet me, furely there
had not been left unto Nabal by the morning-light
any that piffeth againft the wall.” What a monfter

had 1 been, if left to myfelf, and not' feafonably re..
ftrained by outward means, and inward power ! blef.

fed be -the invifible ‘hand, and the outward inftru-
‘ments of this reftraint, that ke pt me back from fine
ning. -

" Yo. Thefe are but a yery few of the innumerable

evils that cleaved to me in this finful period of my
~ life, For who can underftand his errors ? Pfal. xix.

~ 12, This period was altogether finful and vain:

- mnay, {in and vanity in the abfiralt. Childhood isva-

#ity, Eccl. xi 10, And all this is deeply aggravated
by
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by . my.-ftupid. inconcernednefs about. them .al] -the
while. Notwith{tanding of them all, I was cleanin
mine own eyes, though not wafbed from my pollutions,
Prov. xxx. 12, In the puddle whereof I had long.
wallowed. -I waswholeas to my own' fenfe, though
the plague fore run upon me. -Rew, iii. 17, “ While I
thought I ftood in need of nothing, T was poor, mifer-
able, wretched, blind and naked. How canft thou fay
Iam not polluted I have not gone after Baalim? fee
thy way in the valley, know what thou haft done, &¢.
I have not found it by fecret fearch,but uponall thefe,
Yet thou fayeft, becaufe Iam innocent, furely his anger
fhall turn from me. Behold 1 will p]cad with thee,
becaufe thou fayeft,! have not ﬁnned * Jer.ii, 23.24.

‘ Reﬁeﬁfam on rbfs forft pé}'z'od.

1. XX 7Hen I confider, how many fins Iong fince
| done and forgotten, many of them of an
older daté than any thing elfe T remember,:and in
their commiffion attended with no fuch remarkable
circumftances, as can rationally be fuppofed .to have
made any decp nnpreﬁ' on on the memory, and fo
have any influence in their recovery, after fo long
oblivion, were now by the Lord brought to mind
with unufual diftinétnefs, I cannot but herein -ob-
ferve, 1 What exa& notice the holy God takes, and
how deeply he refents thofe things, which men, ge-
nerally, will fcarce allow to be faults, or at molt but
mean ones, pardonable follies rather than fins. Gdd
carly obferved, that man’s imaginations are evil from
his youth, and will have us mind, and be humbled
for the fins that have cleaved to us from our youth.
* Thishathbeen th}' manner from thy youth, that thou
obeyelt not my voice,” 7er. xxii. 21. 1s an aggravatl-
on of other fins he charges on his people, and in it -
felf one heavy article, 2. How much reafon ‘is there
for reckonmrr it up as qne great part ¢ of the wickeds

mifery,
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mifery that they ly down in their graves with bones
fullof the fins of youth? Job xx. 11. How much
realon is there for David’s prayer that God may
notremember againft him the fins of his youth ? Pial.
xxv. 7. How juft reafon have we oft, with 706, Job.
xiii. 26. tofufpeétthatin the ftrokes that fall onus in
riper years, God is making usto poffefs the iniquities
of our youth ? How much reafon have we with holy
Auguftin Aug. conf, Lib. 1. to confefs and mourn
over the fins of child-hood, and trace original corrup-
tion in its firft oyt-breakings, even up to infancy !
3. I here obferve what an exa regifler confcience,
God's deputy, keeps ; how early it begins to mark,
how accurate it is, even when it feem to take no
notice and to what a length it will go in juftifying .
God’s feverity againft finners at the laft day; bow
diftintly and clearly it will read it out, and how far
up it will fetch its accounts of thofe evils which we
‘mind nothing of, when God thall open its eyes to
read what is written, and difcern thofe prints which
~as Job fays, ¢ God fets upon the heels of our feet 3’

Fob xiii. 27. and give it a commiffion to tell us of

- them, when the ¢ books fhall be opened, and the dead
{mall and greatjudged out of them,’ Rev. xx. 12,
" 2. WhenT review this firft period of my life,
what reafon do1 fce to be afhamed and even con-
founded, to think that I have fpent ten years of a
thort life, without almoft a rational thovght, and un-
doubtedly any that was not finful.—¢ After that1 was
inftrufted, I fmote upon my thigh : I was afhamed,
vea, even confounded, becaufe 1 did bear the reproach
of my youth,” 7er, xxxi. 19,

3. The whole of what I have fet down before,
Being matter of undoubted experience, of which 1
can no more doubt than of what I now feeand feel;
1 bave herein a ftrong confirmation of my faith, as
to the guiltof Zdam’s fin, its imputation to his pof-

terity, and of my concernment therein in particular.
- ~ For
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For, 1. The bent of my foul from a Child, was -
fet-.againft’ the Lord: Nor was this the effelt of
Cuftom and education; for there was a fiveet con-
{piracy of precept, difcipline and cxample of thofe,
with whom I. converfed, during this firft part of
my life, to “carry me another way. Nor can I
charge the fault of this on my conftitution of body,
or any fuch thing, as might be alledged to pro-
cecd from my-parents in a natural way, For thofe
Jufts which are of the mind, Eph. ii, 3, and are
“fiot influenced by any conftitution of body, wére as
ftrong, fenfible, active and prevalent as. any. other,
nay, more than thefe which may be pretended to de-
pend on the frame of the body. Andas myfoul in
in- its accurfed inclinations was'thus oppafite ‘to the
Lord, fo the oppofition was of that.ftrength.and
force, as was ot to be fuppreffed; much lefs.to bie
ovérconie andifitbdued by the-outmoft care of pa-
rents, and’ the beft outivard means. This is upe -
doubted fact. 2. 1 cannot at all conceive it confiftent
with the wifdom. goodnefs or-equity of God, to fend -
me thus into the world, without any fault on my
part, To fay I was thus originally fram’d without
refpet to any fin chargeable on me, is 2 pofition
‘fo-full of flat contrariety to all the notiolssiL: qan
entertain of the diety, that I cannot think'of it
without horrour much lefs can I believe and givé
affent to it. 3. Penal then this corruption muft be,
as death and difeafes aré. And whereofcan it-be
a punifhment, if not of -Adam’s fin 2. While shofs
things” afe’ fo plain in faft, and thé dedu&ion -fo
eafic frofit ‘sthem.; whatever fubtile arguments
any ufe’ to overthrow this truth, I have no seafon
to be much (haken or .moved with them, or cillthg -
tryth in-quieftion. If once Lam:fire, that God hath .
done a thing, there is no foom ‘left for:djfputing
its equity. lam fure, [''wasscorrupt from mfyikn- )
fancy.” I am furé; God wobldinot have ‘made me
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fo without caufe, or fent me into the world in fuch a
cafe if it had not been for fome fault wherein I'am
concerned. 1fthere is any attempt to charge God on
this fcore, I look upon it as highly injurious. There
is no more left for me in this cale, but humbly toen-
deavour to clear God of any feeming hardfhip. 1f we
cannot eafily do this; then I will much rather own
my ignorance, and {top under his incomprehenfibili-
ty, than lay any charge of injuftice againit him. This
has ftaid my foul again{t the molt fubtile arguings of
- men of perverfe minds, and even of Satan, who hath
oft affulted me in this inftance, Be their arguments
what they will, 7ob xxxiii. 12, 13, 17. Behold, in
this they are not juft: Iwill anfwer thee, that God is
greater than man, Why doft thou ftrive again(t him?
For ke giveth not an account of his matters, That he
may withdraw men from this, among other evil pur-
pofes, of meafuring God by his (hort line, and hide

pride from his eye.
4. Hence alfo, I am taught what eftimate to make

of the pretendedly good and virtuous inclinations,
wherewith fome are by df-z[t‘s and pelagzans alledged
to be born; If it be not in thefe few and rare inftan-
ces of the early efficacy of f'an&:Fymg grace all that
which is looked on as good, is really.no more but the
fruit of education, cuftom, occafional reftraints, free-
dom from temptation, or perhaps, a natural temper
influenced by fome of thofe, and by the conftitution
of the body to fomewhat of oppofition to thofe grof-
fer altings of fin, which makes the moft noife in the
world. In a word, whatever there is of this, fave in
the rare inftances befure-mentioned, is but fin under
a difguife. The odds is not great, The one fort of fins
ners feem to promife good fruit, but deccive: Where-
- as the openly profane give a plain refufal; and forbid
éxpetations. And yet of this Jaft fort moe receive
the gof'pel than of the former, But what think ye ?

Matth XXi. 28 , 3. A certain man had two fons, and
| he
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he came 1o the firft, and faid, fon, go work to day in my
vineyard. He anfwered ard faid, I will not; But
afterward he repented, and went, And be came 1o the
fecond and faid likewife. dnd he anfivered and faid, I
g0 toy Sir; and went not. Whether of them twam did
the will of his father 2 They fay unto him; the firft. .
Jefus faith unto them, Verily 1 fay unto you, that the

- Publicans and the Harlots go into the kingdom of God
~ before you. | '
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PART IL

Containing an account of the rife, progrefs, interrup-
tions, revivals, and Iffues of the Lord's firivings

. with me, during the ten or eleven exfuing years of
my life, from May 1085 to Augult 1690.

CHAP L

Containing an account of the firfl rife of my concern
about religion, its refult, revivals, and other occur-
rences thereto relating, for the firft two years of
this tame,

1. TN the month of /Hay 168 5, my mother being by
the heat of the perfecution obliged to retire to
Holland, I went along with her, While we were at
fea, being in fome real or apprehended danger, my
confcience, which had for all the bygone ten years, {o
far as I can now remember, been faft afleep, began to
awaken 3 I was challenged for {in, terrified with the
apprehenfions of hell and death, and the wrath of
God, which I had no thought about before I was
brought to this diftrefs; Jer. ii. 27, They bave turn-
ed their back unto me, and not their face : But in the
time of their trouble they fhall fay, Arifé, and faveus,

2. All this concern was nothing more than a fad
mixture of natural fear, and a felfifh defire of prefer-
B2 .h “vation
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vation from the danger that was fuppofed imminent,
~atleaft by me, Peace, acceptance, communion with
God, came not much in my thonghts, I was afraid
and unwrllmg to die ; 1 would gladly have been out
of danger of hell. Thls was all my,exercife at this
time. It was not fin; but death its confequence T was
‘concern’d to be rid of Exod. X. 26, Then Pharaoh
called for Mofes and Aaron in hafle, and faid, I have
Sfinned againft the Lord your God——Now therefor I
pray thee, forgive my [in only this once, and intreat
¢he Lord your Gody that he may take away from me
z‘b:s death only.
. 3. Asthis exercife was wholly felfith, without any
.~ concern for the Lord’s p alory, fo it led me to felfifh
courfes for relief. I piomifed, That were'I at land, I
would live and be better than formerly : T engag'd to
keep all God’s commands. My mother told me, ;I
was in a miftake, and would not hold there. But there
was no perfuading onc fo ignorant of his own’ heart,
-as [ at this time was, of this. I multiply’d engage-
ments, and doubted not myfelf as to the perform-
ance: 7ofh. XxXiv. 10. And the people anfwered, God
- forbid that we fhould forfake the Lord to Jerve other
gods.—ver. 19. And Fofhua faid unto the people, Ye
" cannot ferve the Lord; for he is an holy God.——ver.
121, And the people ﬁczzd unto Jolbua, Nay, bm‘ we will
. ferve the L ard "
- 4. No-fooner was I come to land, and fix'd at Kot
terdam, but 1 verified what had been foretold. 1 for-
got all my promifes and refolutions. Theunrenewed
- and corrupt heart, being free from the force putupon
.3t by the natural con{cience under appearance of haz-
- ard, took its old courfe. 1 returned to-former evils
and grew worfe ; Corruption, that had been damm’d
~:"in for a little, having eafily forc’d down all thefe
Mounds ralfed to hold it in, run with the gieater vio-
Jlence. Ttis true, thro’ the micrcy of God-[ was ftill
reftrained from open {candalous {ins. Toward which

the

20
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the aw of my godly and prudent mother, and prin-
ciples of education did contribute not a littie : But as
te feeret evils of all forts-1 had no averfion to them :
Nay, to-many of them 1 was {trongly inclin’¢, and in
.manyinftances followed my own inclinations, 1 was.
a ready and €aly prey.to every temptation, notwith-
ftanding zll my engagements :—— Jer, ii, 20, /nd
thou laidft, Iwill not tranfgrefs, when upon every high
hill, and under every green b ce thou wandereft, play-
ing the harlot, T

. 5 My fins, in this place, Liad this grievous aggra-
vation, That they-werc againil greater light, and more
of the means 6f grace than I had formerly enjoyed.
-On the Lord’s day we had three Sermons and two
- Letures in the Scots church, on Thurfday, a Sermon
there likewife. On Tuefday one of the {uffering Mi«

nifters by turns preach’d, There was a meeting for
- prayer on Wednefday. On Monday and Friday's night
Mr. Fames Kirkton commonly leCtured in his family.
On Saturday he catechized the children of the Scots
fuffcrers who came to him. DMy mother “took care
' to have me attend moft of thefe occafions, was
careful to keep me to duty, was not wanting in advice,
corretion, prayer with and for me; the obliged me to
.read the feriptures and other edifying books. But fo
 far.were all thefe from obtaining'a due effet on me,
“that I was weary of them, and wenton in fin : /fa.'V.
4o -What could have been done more, (viz. in point
of outward méans) fo my vineyard, that I have not
done ? Wherefor when [licked that it fhould have
broupht forth grapes, brought st forth wild grapes ?
Mal, i. 13. Ye faid alfo (viz. of the Lord’s fervice)
What a wearinefs is init ? And ye have fnuffed at+t
faith the Lord of Hafds s And ye brought that which
was torn, and the lame and the f[ick ; thus ye have

brought an offering ; fhould I accept this of your hand,
Jfaith the Lord ? R -

. 6, At this time I wanted not frequent cohviftions,
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occafioned fome times by the preaching of the word,
and at other feafons by the light of my education,
which ftill hung about me, and was a check upon me
- Bat all this were only like the ftarts of a’ {leeping
man, occafion’d by fome fudden noife; up he gets,
but prefently he is down, and fafter afleep than be-
fore. I found means to getrid of thefe convictions. 1,
I would, when they were uneafy, promife them a hear-
ing afterwards, .4¢s xxiv. 25. znd as Paul reajoned
of righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, and anfwered, Go thy way, and when
I have a convenient feafon 1will call for thee. 2. At
other feafons, I looked to the tendency of them, that
they aim’d at.engaging me to be holy, and then I
por'd upon the difficulties of that courfe, till I not
only got the edge of my conviétions blunted, but
frighted myfelf from a compliance: Prov. xxii, 13.
The fluggard faith, Thereis alion in the way, and I
fhall-be flain inthe [Freets. 3. When convictions were
lighter, I got rid of them by withdrawing from the
means.—— James 1. 23. 24: If « man be a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like unto a man bebolding
bis natural face in a glafs : For he beholdeth himfelf,
" and goeth his wayy and [traightway forgetteth what
“manner of man he was. 4. Sometimes I promifed them
fair, and {o put them off at that time, but minded it
- not afterward. Matth, xxi. 30. And he laid to the fé-
cond likewife, and he anfweaed, 1 go, Sir, and went
- not, 5. Sometimes they iflued in fruitlefs,unactive and
{lothful wifhes; Prov. xiit. 4. The foul of the flug-
gard defireth, and hath nothing., xxi. 25. The defire
of the flothful killeth him ; for his bands refufethto la-
hour. 6. Atother times when they were troublefome, I
turned mine eye to fomething which I thought good,
in my way, though, the Lord knows, little was |

there that had fo much as any tolerable appearance of
good. Yet o foolith was I, that I refled here, as if
this had been notonly enough to attone for bygonbes, 5
' - buat




Chapi I' oo M!‘. Hafybtirto:d’-‘: -T'Z“_/'-e'.’ ‘ _ SR bedir 23

but procure good at God’s hand. Luke xviii. 10,11
Two men went up into the Temple to pray, the one a
Pharifee, the other a Publican. The Pharifee ftood and
prayed with himfelf, God 1 thank thee that I am not as
other. men, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or even as-
this Publican, &c, 7. Sometimes I endeavoured to
diminith my fin as much as 1 could. Ho/. xii. 8. “In.
¢ all my labours they fhall find no iniquity in me,
¢ that were fin.’ 8. When thefe fhifts failed, and
‘they were flill uneafy, I then betook myfelf to diver-
fions,and they chock’d the word and conviétions from
it: Luke viii. 14. ¢ And that which fcll among
¢ thorns are they, which when they have heard; go
‘ forth, and are chocked with cares and riches, and
: pleafures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfec-
tion.’ |
7. About this time I met with fome things that
croffed me. Herecon I turned thoughtful, what way
to rid myfelf of thefe difficulties. I feemed more
than ordinary concerned, and my fpirit was much
troubled ; yet really this ftrait led me not to God.
But my thoughts were fpent in refentments againit
the real, or fuppofed authors of my uneafinefs, in .
proud, felfith and vain contrivances for mine own
eafe and relief: Pjulm x. 4. ¢ The wicked through
¢ the pride of his countenance, will not feek after
¢ God: Godis not in all his thoughts. 7ob XXXV.
¢ 9. 10. They cry out by reafon of the arm of the
¢ Mighty : But none faith, Where isGod my Maker, .
‘ who giveth fongs in the night? 7. xxii. 8. 11.
¢ And thou didft look in that day to'the armour of
¢ the houfe of the forreft, &c. But ye have not look-
‘ ed unto the Maker thereof, neither had refpet to
¢ .him that fafhioned it long ago. |
8 About the month of December 1686, upon the
carneft defire of my father’s fifter, married to 7oh»
Glas provoft of Perth, T was fent home, WhileT ftaid
in his family, 1 faw nothing of religion, tho’ my aunt
B 4 Wwas’
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was a woman very moral. Here I was muchindulged.
1 got liberty, and I took it. I faw little of the worthip
of God,and 1 ealily complied, and turned remifs too.
- What further advances toward an open rejeionof
the very form of religion, I made in this place I do not
now, at "this diftance diftin&tly remember : But no
doubt they were great, This I do remember, that I
found my averfion to thefe {ins, which thro’ the in-
fluence of education I abominated before, fenfibly
weakned. Yea, Ifound {ome fecret hankering after
fome of them, a delight in them,who were gnilty, and
.a fort of approbation of them in my hearr, Yet ftill T
was, :# @& great meafure, reftrained from an avowed
practical compliance, by the awful impreffions early
-inftruétion had left on my mind, which were not ag
yetwholly worn oft'; tho’ far were they decayed, con-
~ Aidering the [hortnels of my ftay, whence I may eafily
difcern what had become of them, If [ had ftayed
fonger . here. Further I mind, that as this time, I had
a great averfion to learning, which was the only good
thing thatin this place was urged upon me. I Jooked
on it as a burden and drudgery, to which the bafeft
emPloyments were to be preferr’d and hencé I no way
fet my-heart to it; but trifled my time away. And
many a finful fhift did I betake myfelf to, that I might
get the time (huffled over. Plalm. . 17. 18. 21. Thus
A hated infEraction, and caft God’s word behind my
- back. When thoufawef? a thief thou confentedft with
bim, and haft heen partaker with adu'terers. Thefe
2hings haft thou done, andl kept [ilence, and thought-
eft that 1was altogether Juch a one as thyfelf, X
9. Thus Ifpent the winter. In the {pring 1687,
my mother fearing that I might be enfiared with the
company I was now amongft, came home for me,as
minding the wife man’s ebfervation, Prov 29. 15.
The rod and reproof give wifdem : But a child left 1o
“himfelf bringeth - bis mother to fhame. Rom 1, jo0,
2 Tim. iii. 3. But {o great was my wickednefs, that
in
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in fp:ght of nariral_affeltion, T was grleved at her
retorn, and when firlt T heard her voice, it damp’d
me, I cared not to fee her. Nothing I difliked more,
than,2 godly and affetionate mother’s converfe, I
fearcd to be queftioned as to bygones, 1 feared fhe
wonld carry me away back to Holland, whereby I
would be put under unealy reftraints from my finful
lnberty ——---—Jer 1, 24, But tbazzﬁud/l There s ;za
hope. ‘No for 1 /Ja've loved /}raﬂgm', and after them
will 1 go.
10. In the [pring, or towards ﬁlmmer, my mother
carried me with her much agzin{t my will : And put
me to {chool there at Erafmus’s f¢hool. 1 ﬂayed but
thort while there. But the advantageous method of
teaching took with me 7 I'began to delight in learn-
ing, and quickly turnéd proud of my fuccefs: Bire -
otherwile, lived as I had ‘done’ before, {till worfe and
~worle underall’ the means-God riiade ufe of to bring
'me nigar, 2nd ‘ketp'me clofs to him. Jer xiiiiv 1.7¢4s
. the g;rdle cleaveth o the loines of wman ; fo have T
 cauféd te cleave unto me the whole houfe of Ifrael, ahd
" the whole houfe of Judah ; that 1hey might be unto'me -
Sfora peap/e. and for a name, and for 4 praife,and for
4 glo{y Bm‘ t/fe_y waald nor lyear. g

J: ..;i‘r‘.r.' ]
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CHAP I :

Caﬂtmmna an dccount of the remwl of conviclions, -

their fﬁ'eé?s, progrefs, iffues and interuptions from
the clofé of 1687, to 1690. or 1691, when 1 went
from Perth to flay at Edinburgh. :

N the month of February 1687, king Fames e-
mitted his proclamations for indulgence.
whereon- molt of thofe who had fled, ventured home;
and my mother amongf(t others, toward Auguf? or
Septermber, that- year. It had heen for my advantage
probably,for my education to have ftayed here, which

madc
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made meunwilling to return, In our return we were
in imminent danger of fhip-wreckon the f{cars of Eng-
land, but by the mercy of God efcaped. The danger
was fudden, and fuddenly over and fo left little or no
impreffion on me. When we came home we fixed at
Perth, and abode there till harveft 1690, or 1691, I
cannot be pofitive which, What was my cafe as to
my foul concerns during this time, fo far asI remem-
ber, I fhall here narrate. f

2. Prclently upon our fettlement in this place, I
was entered to fchool : and made {ome better profi-
ciency than before. But as to religion I continued
as inconcerned as ever, as intentupon {in, as averfe to
duty as formerly. However I carried under my mo-
ther’seye, when I was among my comrades I took my
liberty, and went with them into all follies and
¢xtravagancies they went into, but with this aggra-
vation above moft of them, that what I did I knew to
be a fault very often, whereas they, at leaft many of
them, did not. Yea, not only went I along with them,
but was foremoft, and enticed others to folly. Yet
{till through the mercy of God kept from openly
{candalous evils, fave once, that I mind, with fome
other boys I was feized in a garden, taking fome fruit.
 Whereof I was much afiamed, and never attempted
the like again, not from any real diflike of the fin,
but fears of a difcovery. And 'this I continued till
toward the clofe of king Fames his reign, when fears
of 2 maflacre or fome fudden {troak from the papifts,
whereof then there was a great noife every where, re-

vived my concern about religion. Pfalm Ixxviii, 34.

35. Butwbhen re flew them, than they fought him: and
they returned and enquired early after God. And they
remembred that God was their rock, and the high God
their Redeemer,

3.. This concern being fome deeper, and the effeéts
of it more remarkable and lafting, I fhall endeavoura
diftinct account of it, About this time, the Lord,

by
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by the means I lived under,the preaching of the word,
- catechizing in public and private, enlightned my

mind further in the notional knowlege- of the law

and gofpel. My ‘capacity growing with my years,
and knowlege of what was fin and what was duty,
and what the fearful confequences of fin were and the
advantage of duty, increafing ; fin was left open and
naked without the excufe ofignorance,and confcience
had a further advantage, being arm’d with more
knowlege and better inform’d ; hereon its checks,
when now by the Lord’s providences it wasin fome
meafure awakned, were more frequent and fharp, and
not fo eafily tobe evaded + 7ohn xv.22. ¢1f1 had not
¢ come and {poken to them, they had had nofin, but
¢ now they have no cloke for their fin”

4. Some touches of ficknefs riveted on me the im-
preflions of mortality and frality, and the tendency
of each of thofe numerous train of difeafes, by which
we are daily expos’d to death : Hereon I was brought
into and kept under continual ¢ Bondage through

¢ fears of death, Hebii. 15/

5, But that which above all affetted me moft deep-
ly, and gave an-edge to convitions, was the contin.
- ual fears we were in of being fuddenly deltroy’d by
the papifts: This keept death in its molt terrible
fhape ever in mine- eyes and thoughts : And to my
"great terror, I faw wrath and judgment following it,
¢ The finners in Zion are afraid, fearfulne(s hath fur-
¢ prized the hypocrites : Whoamongftus fhall dwell
¢ with devouring fire ¥ Who amongft us thall dwell
¢ with everlafting burnings ? //a. xxxiil. 14.>

6. Herein 1 was caft into grievous difquietment,
Pfalmxiii. 2. T took counfel in my foul, having for-
¢ row in my heart daily.’ I wasina dreadful ftrait be-
twixt two. On the one hand, my convitions of fin
-were fharp, fears of a prefent death and judgment
quickned them,this made meattend more to the word,

“the more I attended to it, they increas’d the more é
| and
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and1 was daily perfivaded, more and more that their
was no way to be rid of them but by turnmg religi-
- ous. On the other hand, if [ fhotild engage in earneft
with religion, then I faw the hazard of fuftering for it,
and wift.not but I might be czll’d immediately to die
'for it ; and this I could not think of doing : Betwixt
the two I was dreadfully toffed in my own mind; fome
nights {leep went from mine eyes, and I was full of
trouble; Ifetimagination a work, and did fometimes
firongly impftefs myfelf with the fancy of an Irifly-
cut throat helding a dagger to my breaft, and offer-
mg me thefe terms, ¢ Quit your religion, turn papift,
¢ and you fhall live : Hold it, and you are dead. The
imagination was fometimes fo {trong,that I have faint-
ed almoltwith it, and ftill I was dreadfully unrefolved
whatto do : Sometlmes I would let him give the fa-
tal ftroke . But hereon my fpirits thrunk, and my
“heart fail’d at the apprehenfion of death : At other
times I refolved to qmt my religton, but with refol-
ution to take it upagain when the danger wasover
But here I could get no reflt. What thought I, if the
treacherous enemy deftroy me after I have done it,
and fo I lofe both life and rehglon’ And what if I
die before the danger is over, and fo time benot al-
* Jow’d me to-repent ? Hyf. vii. 11. Ephraim is as a
_ filly dove without 2 heart ; they call to Egypt and
" they go to Aflyria.
. This fort of exercife frequently recurr’d, and I
continued this way at times, ever till after the battle
- of Gillechrankie, which was fought 7uly 27th, 1689
- Ithad fome interuptions, and then I was remifs as be-
. fore, but for near a year, few weeks, and frequently
- fewdaysor nights paffed over me without fome fuch
exercife : But the fears of the Papifts being quickly
over, my remaining difficulty was only with my con-
~ viftions. Now as to thefe I endeavoured to relieve
~ myfelf, 1. By promifes of abftaining from thofz fins
| Wthh moﬁ dlre&ly crof"s’d my hght and for which

I was
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I was moft plainly challeng’d. Exod. iX. 28 ¢ And’
¢ Pharaoh called for Mofes and Aaron, and faid, in-
¢ treat the Lord for me,——2nd I will let the people
¢ go. 2. I took ﬁn&uary in refolutions of enquiring
into the Lord’s Mind and complying. But when I
“confulted any practical book, or the miniftry of the
wordyand found them not givefuch diretions agagre-
ed with my unrencwed heart, T was grieved and ftuck
there: Mutth. Xix. 16, 21, 22. < And behold, one.
¢ came to him, and faid unto him, good Malter, wlm
¢ good thing fhall T do ‘that T many have eternal
¢ life.~———Jefus faid unto him, 1f thou wilt be: per-
¢ fe& .go and fell that*thou haft, and give to the
¢ poor, and thou fhalc have tréafiire in heaven : And
¢ come and follow me. But when the young man
‘ heard that faying, he went away forrowful : For hc
¢ had great poﬁ‘eif oris.” 3. I thought to find peace
in a more careiful attendance upon duties: Rom x,
3 4 * Thus being ignorant of God’s. righteoufhefs,
and going about to eftablith-miiixe: 6wn righteouf-
¢ nefs, I fubmitted not myfelf utito the righteonfne(s -
¢ of God, (nor fhewed I any regard to Ghrifk,); who
¢ isthe end of the Jaw for ughteoufneﬁ;, tofeveryme'
< that believeth.’

8. Though my foolifh heart run to thofé cour&s,
yet really they afforded no folid repofe ; for, 1./ Fhe
firft {in ﬂgﬂmﬂ light, and the firft oraiffion of duty,
~which very fpeedily enfued upon the intermiffion-of
‘the force thit prefent conviltion put-on me, fhook
- all, And 1 was corfounded at the thoughts of. appear-

ing before God in a righteoufnefs fo plainlyiragged,
-that where it had one piece, wanted two, J/a. Ixiy;: 6.

2. Though thefe ways gave fome eale where- tnals
~were at a diftance ; yet'when the thoughts of deqth
came near, 1 found not quiet here : - This_ was, ot
gold tried in the fire, nor would it abide fo much as
a near-hand view of a trial But at the very appear-
ance of a ﬁorm, this fmdy foundanon [huok Matth, '

- Vi,
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vii. 27. 3. Whenever convictions were awakened
as to new {ins, challenges for old ones recurr’d, which
fhew'd that the cure was not perfedt." * Ifz. 1, 11.
¢ Behold,all ye that kindle a fire, that compafs your-
¢ felves about with f{parks: Walk in the light of
¢ your fire, and inthc fparksthat ye have kindled:
¢ This (hall ye have of mine hand, ye fhall ly-down
¢ in forrow.’ , S ;

9. The effells of this exercife that abode and in-
creas’d afterwards, were principally thefé three, 1.
Hereby I was brought into a doubt_about truths of
religion, the being ofa God and things eternal ; This
hefitation was not from any argument that offered
themfelves againft thefe truths ; or from any fufpici-
on of minifters, parents, or others from whom I had
received them: But merely from this, That whene-
ver in danger or {traits, I would build on them a fuf
~picion fecretly haunted me, What if the things are
ot 2 Whence I was brought to think, that T had not
certainty and evidences about them anfwerablé to the
weight that was to be laid on them. I thought death,
“and the trouble attending it, were certain and fen-
~ fible things : But I could-not get my mind fo fatisfi-

ed, 4nd fully affured upon the truths of religion. Sill
“when under apprehenfions of death, I would have

taken reft upon the truths of religion, the perfwafion
fail'd me, and my mind begun to waver; though I
could give no reafon of this, Prov. iv, 19. ¢ The
¢ way of the wicked is as darknefs: They know not
¢ at what they ftumble.” 2. I was hereby perfivaded,
and this perfwafion ever after increas’d in {trength,
that T could never have peace till I came to, another
{fort of evidence and certainty about the truths of reli-
gion, than I was yet acquainted withal : Death I faw

inevitable, it might be very fudden, I was capable of
+ being

i,

T T S e—
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* Confider Heb. X, 2y 3. Where confcience of fin remaing
- after the ufe of means, it argues their weaknefs,
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being imprefs’'d with the fore thoughts of it, and
could not banifh them. Therefor concluded I, unlefs
I obtain fuch a convition of religion, and fuch an in-
tereft in it, as will make me not only look at death
without fear, but go through it with comfort, ¢ batter
¢ for me I had never becn 2 But how or where this
was to be obtain’d, I was utterly uncertain, Here I
lay in great perplexity under the melancholly impref-
{ions that 1 had hitherto ¢ {pent my money for that
¢ which is not bread, and my labour for that which
¢ profiteth not.” Jfa, v, 2. 3. This perplexity was
fomewhat eas’d, while one day or other reading in
the clofe of the fulfiling of the fcriptures, how Mr.
Robert Bruce was fhaken about the being of a God,
and how at length he came to fullelt fatisfaltion ;
hereby a hope fecretly fprung up, That one time or
other, in one way or other the like might befal me,
and that the Lord might fatisfie me in this: Here was
the dawning of a light that though long it did not
fully clear up, yet was never put wholly out again ;
though it was far from fatisfying, yet it kept from
defpair as to the iffue :——Mark viii. 23. * And he
¢ took the blind man by the hand and led him out of
¢ the town ; and when he had {pit on his eyes, and.
¢ put his hands on him, he afked him ifhe {aw ought.
¢ And he looked up and faid, I {ee men as trees walks
¢ ing: But 2ll this notwithftanding, ¢ the vail ftili
¢ remained untaken away.” 2 Cor. iil. 14, I5.

10: About this time, one Mr, Donald/ona reverend
old minifter, preached at Perth, and came to vifit my
mother ; called for me, and among other queftions,
he asked me if [ fonght a blefling on my learning.
To which I ingenuoufly an{wered, No. He replied
with an auftere look, ¢ firrah, unfantified learning
“ has done much mifchief'to the kirk of God.” This
faying ftuck with me ever after, and left a deep im-
preflion on me; fo that when ever I was any way
{traitned, I applied to God by prayer for help iln my
| ’ Callle
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107, 1
learning,. and pqrdon for not ﬁ:ekmg hls hseﬂing
‘But this was only whcn morc than or dmarly dxﬂiurl-
ted. :
But as to the main, all this exermﬁs left me WI]C[G
1 was before, affar off f'rom God, and ¢ an’ enemy’ to
¢ him in my mind, which I ewdenced by wicked
“ works.-Col, 1. 21, .

L]
‘ - "‘q. ¥ "J: dq, ‘.I‘i 1

CHAPD IL e v

Gwz;:g an account af the z:zcrea/é upf my cww:c‘ham,
. during my (fay at Edinburgh;from- /;arve/t 16yo, .

. or 1091, till May 109, 3, am! tﬁe wain refuges [

betook my/'e/f to ﬁ;r re/:cf
1. \ Y mother deﬁgmng to have me well educated
; J. for the advantage of better {chools, in har-
weft169o; or 169t,did remove to Edinburgh,and fix-

ced -me at Mr.- Gavin Weir's fchool, where I ftayed

i¢fave.only for the fpace of fome months that Labode
‘iniGariep's family,yand learn’d with his.children and

s fome.others,under one who had been an underteacher
toi Mr. Wexr, and after his removal, taught a few pri-

' vately) till November 1692, when1 enterecl to the col-
_iege under Mr. Alexander Cuningham. Here it was my
:mercy: that I-fell-in"with fober comrades,: and book-
ifhly inclined. But this is not my, defign to.narrate ;
and therefore 1 proceed to obferve the-fteps of the
Lord’s work with me as to my foul.: - fmy;

2. 'While I abode here, the Lord ‘gave not aver
hls dealings with 'me, 4¢75 xijis, 1 8. ¢ About the time
f.of forty years, fuffered he their.manugrs in the }Vll-
¢ dernefs.” Long alfo did he’ bear with. my manners,
In: this-place the work went on. For, 1/ as know-
legeincreafed, fo convitions, if not,in;force, yet in -
number.increafed, fill as knowledge of the law grew,
which it daily dld under: the .mgans of grace, the
“knowlege of finalfo grew; ¢ For byﬁthe Jaw'is the

“i } A '_‘af- ) ,'_*}‘tk‘:j} , f': '-" 1; \“ J kHO‘vlege

!
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¢ knowlege of fin. Rom vii 7.’ The Lord daily let
me fee, that he was wroth on account of fins that
formerly I had not noticed. P/a/m 1. 21 ¢ Thefe things
* ¢ thou haft done,and I keept filence : Thou thoughteft
¢ 1 was fuch an one as thylelf : But I will reprove
¢ thee, and fet thy f{ins in order before thee.’ 24y,
By new afflictions, the impreflions of my mortelity
were riveted, and [ was {till the further “in bondage
through the growing fears of death Heb ii. 15. 3dly,
The word being daily preach’d, and daily meeting
with me, forced me, tho’ unwilling, to make fome
enquiry into my fincerity in religion, which I now
madc fome profeflion of. A clofs word, will, at length
even bring a Fudas tofay, Mafter isit 1, Matth xxvi.
20,21, 225 23. 4thly, By the means of grace, Herod-
like, to fave fome bolomidols, engaged me, Mark vi.
20. ¢to do many things and hear the word gladlys
1. The means whereby thefe effeéts were wrought,
.were, 1f¢, The preaching of the word. Rev. i. 16.
¢ By the two-edged {word that goes out of his Mouth,’
the Lord did oft wound me, and the {ecrets of my
heart were made manifeft. 1 found ¢ the word a dif-
+ cerner of the thoughts of the heart-and its intents.’
1 Cor, Xive 2%+ Heb iv. 12. 2dly, The Lord made
ufe of the rod. He laid his hand on me, When I was
well and in health, the word did not affe&t {fo much,
nor did I attend to it fo carefully. Fer. xxii. 21. ¢ 1
¢ {pakeunto thee in thy profperity, and thou wouldeft
¢ hot hear: This has been thy manner from thy
¢ youth, that thou obeyedi{t not the voice of the Lord’
¢ Hof v. 1§, In their afflition they will feek me
¢ early Fob xxxvi. 8. 9. Ifthey be bound in fetters,
¢ and be holden in cords of affliction : Then he fhew-
¢ eth unto them their work, and their tranfore{lions
¢ that they have exceeded.” 3dly, I read Shepherd’s
treatife, called, The fincere convert, which galled me,
and cut me to the quick; it came very clofs home to
G nme,
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me, and ffelted me very much, and put me to quefti
on deeply my incerity,

4 By thefe means T wasdriven {ometimes to great
extremity, and carried the length ofa form of religi-
- on, Iprayed not only evening and morning, but at

~ fome other times retired, and would weep plentifully
in fecret, and read, and pray,and refolve to live other-
wile than I had done. But this govdnefs was as the
morning cloud, and early dew. Hof. vi 4.1t keept pace
- with my convictions. It was force,hot natare; and this
{tri¢tnels Jafted no longer than the force that occafi-
on'd it did, 4nd Foa f/} did that which was right in
the [fight of the Lord, all the days of Fehoiada the
Prieft ——But }’eboimkz waxed old-—and died.
2 Chron xxiv. 2, 15, 1 7, 18. - Now after the
death of Jehorada, came the princes of Judah and made
- obeifance to the king and the king hearkned unto them.
" And they left the houfe of the Lord God of their fa-~
thers and ferved Groves and idols.
5. While I wasunder thefediftrefles,many a wick-
ed fhift did I betake myfclf unto for relief, though
without eftect. Heof. v. 13. ¢ When Epbraim faw
¢ his ficknefls and Fudah faw his wound, then went
¢ Epbraim to the Affyrian, and fentunto king 7arel,
¢ yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your
¢ wound.” When fearching marks were offered from
the word, which tended to difcover my naughtinels
or when I'read them in books, 1/2, If any thing was
{poken or mentioned, that did in appearance make
for me, than I greedily gripped to that :- For [ was
very unwilling to fee my own hypocrifie ; and there
for, if 1 had but a thew to found my claim, T laid
hold on what was offcred, like the young man, when
Chrift {poke of keepmfr the comandments, he an-
{wered. being unaquainted with the {piritual extent
of the law, Matth. xig. 20, ¢ All thele things have L
¢ kept from my youth, what lack I yet?” So faid T.

24ly, Whenlfcund fomewhatrequired that I neither

, | had
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had nor refolved to comply with, becaufe perhaps it
was, on fome account or other, dear, than I refolved
to compound the matter, and make amends fome o-
‘ther way and beg 3 licence for that, like Naaman,
2 Kings v. 17, 18. ¢ Thy fervant will henceforth of-
¢ fer neither burnt offering, nor facrifice unto other
¢ gods burunto the Lord. In this thing the Lord par-
‘ don thy fervantythat when my mafter goeth into
‘ the houfe of Rimmon to worlhip there, and he
¢ leaneth on my hand, and I bow myfelf down, in the
houfeof Rimmon.’ 34y, When any mark was of-
fered, that I could not thift, noy pretend unto, then I
was ready to. queltion, whether he that offered it
werenot miftaken, ¢and fecretly queftioned the truth,?
following the meafures fatan took with Eve ; Gen,
iii. 1, 4.— Yea hath God faid, ye fhall not eat of e-
‘ very tree of thegarden.’ And 2 gain, ¢ Ye fhall not
¢ furely die. 42hly, When I cuuld not fee, not thro’
the want of fufficient light, but through my unwﬂlmg-
nefs to admit it. I was ready to quarrel that minift-
ers and books did not tell me piainly, Fodne x. 24.
¢ Then came the Jews round about him, and faid
¢ unto him, How long doft thou make us to doubt,
¢ 1f thou be the Chrifk tell us plainly. Jefus anfiver-
¢ ed them, I told you and you believed not.” - =2hly,
Sometimes when I was gravelled with a mark1 pro-
miled it 4 hearing at a2 more convenient fealon, and
[0 like Felix fhifted the trouble for the time 475 xxiv
25. Gthly, Sometimes I would (lip over thefe things
that made againft me, 4c%s, xvii. 32. ¢ Ke that doth
¢ evil, cometh not to the light, becaufe his deeds are
¢ evil, left they fhould be repreved. John ii. 20. 7¢hly,
I carefully fought for the loweft marks, and the lealt
degrees of grace that might be faving, Idcligned only
as much Religion as would take mc to heaven; and
theleﬁ)l I {till enquired with thiz young man, ¢ What
‘ good thing hall Ido thatI may inherit eternal life2?
Mat .xi%, 16, 1defired no more than wou‘d do this,
G2 ferve
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ferve this turn ; and auy thing that would ferve this,
provided my beloved Infts were {pared, I would with
him refolve upon. 82y, When none of thefe fhifts
would avail in the general, I would refolve upon
. doing any thing thatthe Lord required, like him that
faid, Luke 1X. 57, 58. ¢ Mafter, T will follow thee
¢ whitherfoever thou goeft.’ But then with him, I
ftill retratted when the Lord, as he oft did, did tell me
of particulars he would try me in, which were crofs
to my inclination, gthly When I faw I bchoved to
quit thefe of which the Lord oft convinced me, then
1 begged a little refpite or delay, and I'would comply;
¢ Auguftin-like, 1 was conterit tobe holy, but not yet.?
And another alfo faid, Luke ix. 61, 62. ¢ Lord, [
¢ will follow thee, but let' me firlt go bid them fare-
¢ well which are at home at my houfe. And Jefus
¢ {aid,No man having put hishand to the plough and
‘ Jooking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” An
excufe, a delay in God’s account, is a plin refufal :
For all commands and invitations require prefent
obedience ; 2 Cor vi 2. ¢ Now is the accepted time,
¢ Now isthe day of falvation. Heb iii. 15. And to-
¢ day if you will hear his voice ; harden not your
¢ hearts.” t1othly, After all ways were tried, I found
no relief. I blamed my education., T knew there was
fome change, my queftion was whether it were the
right one: Now, thought I, if I had not been religi-
oufly educated, but had turned all at once, it would
have been more eafily difcernable;: Thus I was in-
tangled in my own ways. //z. lix, 9, 10. ¢ We wait
¢ for light, but behold obfcarity ; for brightnefs but
¢ we walkin darknels We grope for the wall like
¢ the blind and we grope as if we had noeyes: We
¢ ftumble atnoon-day as in the night, we are in de-
¢ folate places as dead men.” And the true reafon of
my {trait was, I was {corning, and not really defirous
of light,unlefs it had been to my mind. Pfalm Ixxxii. .
¢« They know not, neither will they underftand ; they

¢ walk
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¢ w.lk on in darknefs Prov. xiv, 6. The fcorner
¢ {eckethwifdom, and findeth it not. Many other
deceits and fhifts my heart ufed, which now at fo
great a diftance I cannot remember. But thefe are
the principal which do occur npon refleftion ; and
in them how evidentisit, That ¢ the heart is deceit-
¢ ful zbove all things, and defperately wicked. Who
¢ knows or can knowit. 7er. xvii. 9.’ |
6. Though now I feemed fometimes to have gone
far, yet really Iwas wholly wrong : ‘For, 1/7, All this
while being convinced of the neceflity of a righteouf-
nefs, butignorant of Chrift, ¢ I fought it by the works
¢ of the law. Romx. 2, 2dly, The carnal mind that
¢ is enmity againft God . and is not fubject to the law
* of God, ftill continued, Rom viii. 7. 34y, All my
exercile was only a toffing betwixt light and love to-
fin: And fin ftill carried it 5 for my bofom idols I
would by no means part with. 4¢hly, Self was the

animating principle of any form of religion that 1
had. So much of it, as would fave me from hell, or
take me to heaven, and no more I defired. 524ly,
All this religion came and went with the occafions
mentioned : It was not abiding.

7. Providentially about this time Clarks Martyro-
logy was caft into my hand. I loved hiftory, and
read it greedily. And {ome impreflions it left onrme,
that wanted not their own ufe how and afterwards :
1/7, The paticnee, joy, and courage of the Martyrs,
perfuaded me that their was a power, a reality in re-
ligion, beyond the power of meer nature, :d/y. I was
convinced that I was a ftranger as yet to this, becaufe,
I could not think of fuftering. 3dly, 1 was brought
to fome faint delires, after acquaintance with this
power ofreligion® Dag. iii. 28, 29. * Then Nebuch-
¢ adnezzar fpake and faid, Llefled be the God of
¢ Shadrach, Melbach and Abednego.——There is no

¢ other God that can deliver after this fort.
Oft was I in readipg this book, at Ba‘aams wifh,

G 3 .* Let .
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¢ Let me dic the death of the righteous, and let mY
¢ laft end be like his. Nums. xxiii, 10.” But like him,
.1 loved not their life. - ;

8 1 obferve, that at this time, 1//, God reftrain-
ed me from many follies others run into, and I was
much inclined to, by my bodily infirmity, a trouble
~in my joints, which made meunable to go. ¢ Thus
¢ he hedged in my way. Ho/. ii. 6. That I fhould
- not find my lovers, 2dly, The Lord in mercy provid-
ed me comrades, that were tender of me, and took
care of me. He fed me, and led me, though ¢ I knew
¢ himnot. Hof.ii. 8 -Ifa. xlv. 5. Fer.ii. 17. 34i9,'80
far was I from being thankful, that my proud heart
fretted that T was kept from thele things other follow-
ed Iwould have been at rejoicing in my ftrength ;
and vex’d I was, that I had an occafion of glorying
cut off. And I'was not thankful either tor the Lord’s

“cutting off by this means many occafions of fin ; nor
. for hismercy in providing perfons to take care of me.
O what rezfon have I to fay, ¢ The Lord is good to
¢ the unthankful and evil. Luke vie 2s.

CHAP. IV.

Contairing an account of the progrefs of the Lord’s
work, the ffraits Iwas reduced to, and the courfes I
tock for relief, from May 1093, when { left Edin-
burgh, 4/l Lwent to the family of Wemyls, Auguft
1000,

1. HE air agreeing neither with my mother nor

- A& me, the was adviced, and at length refolv-
ed to leave Edinburgh, and go to St Andrewsya place
more wholefome, and more convenient for my edu-
cation, to which fhe always had a f{pecial regard.
Here I cannot but obferve the remarkable kindnefs
of the Lord in guiding me, though then I took no
notice of it. Jfz. xlv. 5. ¢ I am the Lord, and there
‘ is none elfe, there is no God befide me : I girded
"¢ thee thovgh thou haft not known me.” 14, Ara
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" time when my heart inclined me moft to folly, and
by my entring to the college, T was expofed to many
temptations to it, the Lord feafonably laid his hand
on me, and tryfted me with trouble, that was a mean
~ to reftrain me, and keep me from contratting any in-
timacy with thofe, whofe converfe might have pro-
ven prejudicial to me, and to engage me to choofe
{fobber comrades. Deut. viii. §, Thou fhalt alfo con-
[rder in thine heart, that as a man chaftneth bis fon,
[o the Lora thy God chaftneth thee. Again, 2dly, This
indifpofition, during the firft two months of my ftay
at the College, being only in my joints, did not
hinder, but further my ftudies; and the Lord pro-
vided one who, though a ftranger, and under no-
fpecial obligations, yet attended me as clofs as he .
had been my fervant, and was as tender of me as if
he had been my brother. During this time, I made
~ a greater proficiency in the Latin Tongue,then everI
had formerly done; the Regent I wus under being
very fkilful in teaching it, and attending very care-
fully. After this time he fell ill, and was not cap-
, able to attend; and I fell ill, and was thereby o-
bliged to remove to St. Andrews, which was much
to my advantage. For I came under the care of Mr.
Thomas Tayler, a.man very capable, and very care-
ful of, and kind to me. And the clais T left was broke
quite, the Regent continuing indifpofed that yeur,
and falling next year into a frenzy: Thus the Lord
chafed me from place to place for my good, and e-
very where provided me friends, Deut. xxx1i 10, .
He found him in a defert land, and in the wafte and
howling Wildernefs : He led him about and infirulted
him, he keept him as the apple of his eye. But God’s
kindnefs in guiding to places for my good, and keep-
ing from inconveniencies, Snares and dangers, into
which others fell, had no effeft on, nor were they
noticed by me, Fer. ii. 6, 7. Neither [aid they,
Where is the Lord that brought us up out of the land
G 4 ¢
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of Egyst, that led us through the wilderneft, throuph
a Land of deferts, and of pits, through :land of
drought, and of the fhadow of death.—-rind 1brought
you into a plentiful country, to edat the fruit thereof,
and the guodnefs ; but when ye entred ye dqﬁ/ed My
Adand, and made mine heritage an abomination.

2. When I fettled at St. Zndrews, the Lord left
not his work, and ftriving with me: But the fame
- fovereign grace thatbegun,went on with it.—Ezék.

Xx. 6:8, 9. I lifted up my hand unto them, to bring
there out of the land of Egypt.——DBut théy rebelled
againfi me, and would not hearken unto me.——Then -
fasd 1y I will pour out my fury upon them.——2But 1
wrought for my. Name’s fuke. Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Not
for your fakes do 1 1his, faith the LordGod, be it known
unto you 2 Be afbamed and confounded for your ways,
O houfe of Ifrael.

3 Here the Lord caft my lot under choice means
-of grace, the Miniftry of worthy Mr. Thomas For-
- reffer ; under this fearching Miniftry, the Lord be-
aun to give me fome fmall difcoveries of the more
fecret and {piritual evil of my heart and carried me
Ezek. viii. 12. into the [ecrct chambers of imagery,

;> to let me fee what my heart did 2z the dark. 1 /2, He
| opencd mine eyes to difcern fomewhat of that world
of pride that is in the heart, and the wickednefs of
it. Though I was fome way convinced of my own
wedknefs, when T had any difliculty more than ordi-
nary before me, and would feek help from God, yet
when I got through, I valued myfelf upon my ac-
quittance. Of the wickednefs and unjultnefs of this,
the Lord in fome meafure convinced mey 1 Goriv.
7. ¢ What halt thou, O man, that thou haft not re-
‘ ceived ? And if thou haft received, wherefore doft
¢ thou boaft * 24/y, He convinced me of the wick-
ednefs of the ftraying of my heart after Idols, efpe-
cially in the time of worfhip : Ezek xi.21. ¢ But as
¢ for them whofe heart walked after the heart of their

¢ deteﬂable
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¢ deteftable things, and their abominations, I will re«
¢ compence their ways upon their own heads, faith
¢ the Lord God. Ezek. xiv, 4, 7. For every one of
¢ the houfe of Ifrael, or of the firanger,——which
¢ ferteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the
¢ ftumbling-block of his iniquity before his face,
¢ and cometh to a prophet to. enquire of him con-
* cerning me, I the Lord will anfwer him by my-
¢ felf.’ 1 was made to fee, in fome meafure. the dan-
ger of offering fuch duties to him, whoreguireth us
to Deut. xxxil. 46. fet our hearts t0 what he fpeaks,
and to keep our foot when we come to the boufe of
God. Eccl. v. 1. 3dly, ] waslikewife made to fee fome-
what of my trufting to my duties, and refting on the
bare performance, inafmuch as I was not for moft
part challenged for unfuitable performance, but for
the intire omiffion of them, and with the Pharifee T
thought it enough, if I could fay, That I did the
duty. But now the Lord let me fee, that more was
required, though with him Icould fay, I faf? twice 2
week. Luke xviii. 12. The Lord convinced that he
might anfwer, ¢ When ye fafted, did ye at all faft
¢ unto me, even to-me > Zech vil. 3.
. 4. Thefe when added to former dilcoveries of
onilt, gave frequently much difturbance, and caft me
into racking perplexity and diiquitement ; but the
darknefs and enmity of my mind remaining, I fill
“had recourfe to wicked and vain courfes for peace,
{uch as thefe formerly mentioned ; but they afforded
me little quiet. Pharach-like I engag’d to amend -
thofe things wherein formerly I had fail’d ; but with
him I quickly broke, when the force that drave to
this was over. At laft finding no peace in any of
thefe courfes, I refolved to enter into folemn cove-
nant with the Lord; and accordingly 1 wrote and
fubfcrib’d a {oleran covenznt, whereby, I bound my-
ielf to be for God, like Iﬁael when vnder the awful

impreflions of Smaz, and the dreadful appcarance of
GOL..
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God there s I faid, Deut. v.23. 28. € All that the
¢ Lord our Gad fhall fay unto us, we will hear and
¢ do it And like the Scribe that came to Chrift,
Luke ix. §57. ¢ Mafter I will follow thee whitherfo-
¢ ever thou goceft, |

5. WhenT had once done this, then I concluded.
all was right; For, 1. T found 2 fort of a prefent
peace, Ammencment I thought fufficient attone.
ment, and fuch an engagement I looked on as per-
formance, I now faid, Prov. 7. 14. I have peuce-
offerings withme: this day I have paid my vows. 2.
I at this time found frequently an unufual fweetnefs
in hearing of the word ; efpecially in hearing Mr.,
Forreffer leCture on Aits xiii. 43. on the fabbath--
night. Hereas I received fometime the moft piercing
convidtions, 1 Cor. xiv. 25+ fo I received Taffes of
the good word of God, and the powers of the world to
come, Heb. vi, 5. This like the {tony ground, 7 beard
1he waordy, and anon with joy received #f. Matth., xiii.
~ 20. 3. Common gifts increaling as light grew, I
took them for {pecial grace, and thus have taken up
with the foolith Virgins, £be lamp of a profeflion w:t-
out 0zl Matth. xxv. 1. I began.to fet up for a Vir-
gin too, and like fuch I began to be efteemed by fome
of them for that which really I was not, but unly ap-
pear’d to be.

6. But the merciful and good God would not fuf-
fer me to reft here. 7er. ii. 33, 36, 37. ¢ Yet thou
¢ fayeft, Becaule I am innocent, furely his anger fhall
¢ turn from me. Behold I will plead with thee, be-
¢ caufe thou fayeft, I have not finned. 'Why gaddeft
¢ thou about fo much to change thy way ? Thou 2l-
{o fhalt be atham’d of Egypt, as-thou waft atham’d

of Affyria. Yea thou fhalt go forth from him, and
thine hands upon thine head : For the Lord hath
¢ rejeted thy confidences, and thou fhalt not prof=
¢ per in them.” The Lord quickly let me fee my
miftake; For, 1. The imaginary peace that I had by

| S ~ making

A
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making this covenant, was quickly loft by breaking
it. Corruption retaining ftill its power, its locks not
being yet cut, whenever a temptation offered ; 7udp.
xvi. 21, like Sampfon upon a cry of the Philiftines
being on him, it broke all thofe ties, with which I
foolithly,like his deceived miftrefs, thought it bound s
Like the children of Ifrael at Sinat, * I engaged fair
ly, and herein thought all right; but wheh I came
to Kibrothhattaavah, which was, the next Station in -
their way through the wildernels, and a temptation
fell in my way, I felt a murmuring, loathing the
Manna, and lufting after the flefh, and this broke all,
. 'The Lord’s wrath hereon being afrefh intimated a-
cainlt me, as it was againft them on that occafion,
2. Not only upon fuch breaches met I with new chal.
lenges,but old ones were reviv'd ; and by this I found |
former accounts flill to be ftanding again{t me,
which fil’d me with confufion and jezloufies of thefe
ways. Fer. ii. 22, For though thou wafb thee with nitre
and take the much fope, yet thine tniquity is marked
before me faith the Lord. 3- The Lord infinvated
fome difcoveries of the treachery of my engage-
ments ; let me fee how my heart was not found, and
how there were fecret referves in my engagments for
fome fins from which my heart was not divorced ;
though yet I remember, thatat the time I made thofe
engagements, when my heart put in for fparing
thefe, my light forc’d me, as it were for the prefent,
though not without relutancy, to give them up, at
leaft in words; but really I did not do it, Now the
T.ord gave fome intimations of this heart-treachery,
which when further difcovered by the event,-my co-
venant could not quiet me about: Deut. V. 29+ They
have well fpoken all that they have [atd. O 1hat there

were [uch a heart in them, 4. The Lord let loofe
8 | fome
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and Numb, Xi. 34
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fome corruptions like the Canuanites to try me, took
off the reftraints, and then like water damm’d in,
they became more violent and troublefome, and at
length bore down all that I had fet in their way : By
thefe means the Lord let me fee the fruitleffnefs and
vanity of this covenant, which however {pecious like,
was indeed but a covenant with death : And by the
difcovery 1 was put into the utmoft confufion, while
the evil, I thought I was provided againft came upen
me ¢ Jfa. xXxviil. 19. 20. ¢ From the time that it go-
¢ eth forth it fhall take you : For morning by morn-

‘ ning fhall it pafs over, by day and by night, and
¢ jt fhall be a vexation only to underftand the re-
¢ port. For the bed is fhorter, than that a man! can
¢ ftretch himfelf on it: And the covering narrow-
¢ er,than he canwra p himfelfinit.’ This! found verie
fied to my fad experience,

7. Notwithftanding the felt vanity of thefe legal,
R]h[h, anti-evangelical courfes, I ftill cleaved to them:
For, 1. The peace I loft by breaking, I ftill endea-
voured to recover by renewing my covenant, troftin g
myfelf in the greatnels of my way, and laboured in
the fire. My heart when I was defeat, gave me fuch
advice as the king of Syria, got from kis fervants,
when he was defeat by [frael ; Number an army like
thou haft loft, korfe for horfe, and chariot for chariot,

andwe will fight againft them in the plain, and furely
we fhall be ffronger than they. 1 Kings,xx. 25. 1laid

the blame {lill on fome accidental defeét in my form er
management, and I thought weie that provided a-
gainft,all weuld be well. 2, When {till 1 found fome.
thing wanting, I caft about.in my own mind, and
contriv’d t0 make it up with fomething extraordin-
ary of my own, the multiplication of duties, or fome
fuch thing or other. Micahvi. 6,7. ¢ Wherewith
¢ fhall 1 come before the Lord, and bow myfelf be-
¢ fore the high God ? Shall 1 come before him with
¢ burnt-offerings, with calvesof a year old ? Will

' the.
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¢ the Lord be pleafed with thoufands of rams, or with
¢ ten thoufands of rivers of oil 2 Shall T give my firfk

‘ born for my franfgreflion, the fruitof my body for
the fin of my foul ?

8 But {till thefe vain refuges fail’d me,and my cafe
was truly miferable while purfuing them. #a. xxx.
1,2, ¢ Wo to'the rebellious children, laith the
¢ Lord, that take counfel, but not of me: And that
¢ cover with a covering, but not of my ({pirit, that
. ¢ they may add fin to {in: That walk to go down to
¢ Egypt,and have not afked at my mouth,to {trength-
¢ en themfelves in the ftrength of Pharash, and to
¢ truft in the fhadow of Egypt. Therefore fhall the
¢ ftrength of Pharavh be vour {hame, and the (had-
‘ dow of Egypt your confulion,” Now, asI was really
miferable 1n following thofe courfes, fo, if the Lord
of infinite mercy had not prevented it, T had landed
in one of four fad iffues, wherein oft-times fuch ex-
ercifes and courfes teminate s Either, 1. If I had been
freed from convictions, or the Lord had given c-
ver his ftriving with me, and carrying on the work
of conviltion ; after conviltions had cartled me
the length of a form of . religion, I had furely not-
withftandiing all the difapointments, {itten down fa~
tisfied with that, as having found the life of my hand,
or having by the endeavours of my hand and its la-
bour obtained that whick would give me a fort of
life. Mz lvii. 10. ¢ Thou art wearied in the greatnefs
‘ of thy way, yet {aidft thou not, There is no hope =
¢ Thou haft found the life of thine hand (that jsa -
¢ {ort oflife by thy labour) therefore thou was not
¢ grieved.” Or, 2. if convittions had been carried on,
and the Lord had left me $1il] to follow thofe courfes
1 took,I would have Hab. ii. 13. ¢ laboured in the fire
‘ all my days, wearied and vexed mylelf for very va-
‘ nity, /fa-lv. 2. {pending my money for that which
¢ is not bread and my lubour for that which doth not
‘ profit;’ in a continunl vicifitude of vows, cov-

nant
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nants, engagements, and refolutions, breaches and
difquitements, engagements and falfe peace, breach-
es and racking convictions would alternatively have
taken placc ; ¢ And thus T had fpent my days, and
° at the end been a fool. Fer. xvii, 11. Or, 3. After
] had wearied mylelf for a while in thole vain ways,
I would have utterly given up with religion asa vain
thing, and faid, with thofe mentioned by the prophet,
who faid, ¢ It is vain to ferve God ; and what pro-
¢ fit 1s it that we have kept his ordinances, and that
¢ we have “walked mournfully before the Lord of
¢ Hofts?’ Mal. iii. 14. And fo with them I had
pone over to plain atheifm and profanity. Or, 4.
Being forced to feek fhelter for ray convictions ; and
beihg {o oft and fadly difappointed by all the ways
I tried, I had at lalt ended in defpair, like Fudas, and
faid, 2 Kings vi. 33. This evil is of the Lord, why
wait L any longer, like that wicked king? And in
very deed T had fome experience of all thefe iffues.
Sometimes I fat down with the form, Rew. iii. 17.
and judged I was rich and increafed in goods, and
(food in need of nothing. Sometimes I wearicd myfclf
in running from-one of thofe vain courfes to ano-
“ther. At other leafons I turn’d carelefs, ag finding no
profit, and was juft at throwing up all care of reli-
aion. And very oft I was upon the very brink of

defpair, almoft quite diftradted. |
9. WhenI was thus difapointed,efpecially after the
making, and frequent repeating of vows and engage-
menis, I was calt into the utmoft perplexity to find
where the fault lay. I found this way of covenanting
with God, recommended by minifters, mentioned in
the fcripture, and the people of God declared they
had found the benefitof it. T could not challenge my
felf, at leaft at fome times, for known guile in the ma-
king of it. WhatI engag'd to do,I wasrefolv’d upon
at the time. I did engage with much concern and
folemnity ; and for fome time after, 1 would have
| walked
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walked with much {tri¢tnefs ; But tho’ I could not
then' difcern where the blame lay, I have fince been
niade to {ee it. 1. ¢Being ignorant of the righteouf-
¢ nefs of God I fhill went about to eftablith a rxghte-
¢ oufnefs of my own.” Rom, x. 3. Andtho’ in words
I renounced this, yet indeed I {ought righteouftiefs
and peace, not in the Lord Fefus Chrift, whois theend
of the law for righteau(nefs to every one that belicyes,
Rom. X. 4. but inmy own ‘covenants and engage-
ments : So that I really. put them in Chrif’s room.
2. Whatever room I, in words, allowed Chrift as to
forgivenefs for bygoncs, yet my peace and hope of
it for the future, and fo my truft, was in the evens
nefs of my own walk, I obtained not righteoufnefs,
becaufe I fought it as it were by the works of the law.
Rom ix. 32. Thisneglect of Chrift, and {hufling my |
own covenants and obedience in his room, was evi-
dent; becaufe wheneverl was challenged for fin, in-
ftead of recourfe to his blood, I {till fought peace
only in renewing my vows. 3. TheconfentIgave to
the law, was not from the reconcilement of 1ny heart
to its holine(s, but meerly, in compliance with the
conftraint put upon me by my convidions. But in
very deed Rom. viii. 7. the eninity again{t it ftill con-
tinued. And I would not have made it my choice, if
that had not forced me toit: fo that I {ubjeétec not
mylelfto it. 4. 1 engaged to live a new lite with an
old heart, not being yet made to {ee, that unlefs the
tree is made geod the fruit cannst be good. Mat, xii.
3. 51hly, The eye was nst fingle, Mat Xix. 10, Vi, 224
all T aimed at was felf, to be eafed of convitions, and
obtain peace fromthefe racking difquitements I was
under. 1 had not the lea(t concern for the Lords glory,
provided I were fafe. 6. Inaword, I engaged before
the Lord had throughly engaged me. We may be
willing 72 fome fort before the Lord hath made us
truly mllmn. t John iv. 10. The firff real Af::(fne/}
éegr;zs o his Jide ; and we are never engaged to love

till

¢
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till the Lord’s kindnefs do draw us. The force ofa
ftrait by convitions may overpower us into fome
pretenfionsof Kindnefs ; thus it was with me. Wil-
ling I was to be faved from hell, and to have heaven,
under the general notion of a good place ; but. not to
be faved in God’s way, on his terms and in order to

thefe ends he propofes in the falvation of finners.
10, This was not my only trouble at this time.
Now I was engag’d in-the ftudy of Metaphyficks and
natural Theology; accultomed to fubtile notions, and
tickled with them ; whereupon Satan) in conjun&ion
with the natural Atheifm of my heart, took occafion
to caft me into racking difquietment about the great
truths of religion, more efpecially the being of a
God. Thus,in the juftice of God, that wherein I de-
lighted, I mean fubtile and abftract notions, prov’d
the occalion of much perplexing difficulty to me.
For, 1. Some {ceming fuccefs in my ftudics, the firft
year I engag’d in the ftudy of Philofophy foftered the
nataral conceit we all have of our own ability to
know, and emboldned me to proceed further than
was meet, So true is that of the word, 1 Cor, viil. 1.
Kuowlege puffeth up. 2, Hereon the natural cariofity
of my vain mind took a liberty to enquire without
fear into things too high, and made me promife my-
felf fatisfaltion about them, in and by my own enqui-
ries ; Job x1. 12. Vain men would be wife, though be
is lthe the wild afs’s colt. Thus he intrudes into thofe
things which he hath not feen, Col. ii. 18. wvainly
puft up by his flefbly mind. 3. And hereon fuffering
a difappointment, and failing of fuccefs, the natural
atheifm, ana enmity of my carnal mind. that rather
inclines to reject the things of God than our own
ddrknefs; begun when puzzled to enquire, How can
thefe things be ? John iii. 9. Thus, Rom i, 2. profe/=
[frng myfelf wife I became q fool. 4. Satan that waits
all advantages finding me thus canght in the thick-
et, plunged mc decper, by throwing in the Eph vi.
| 16 fiery
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16, fiery darts of fubtil arguings againft the being of
a God; whereby all was fet on a flame, and I fome-
times caft intp violent convulfions. ~ -

11, This exercife about the being of God was
much more difquieting than that formerly mention-
ed ; Then, there was only an unfettlednefs of miied
proceedmg from the félt want of evidence fufficient
$o quiet the mind, in that affurance of the truth that
wis neceflary to ‘embolden it without fear in all its
ftraits to have recourfe to,-and take reft in God.
Now, there were contrary difquieting arguments :
Then I was-only at that of the difciples, 7obu xiv. 8.
Lord, fhew us-the Father, and it fufficeth us. But
now 1 was difturbed with the working of theRuler

of Uarknefs, Eph. Vi, 12. and high imaginations exalt-
ing themfelves againft God. 2 Cor. X, 5

12. Though the Atheifin and enmity of my heart
againft God were ftill unfemoved, and great, yet the

~ Lord {uffered me not to yield, but made me dread

and recoil at the terrible conclufion-aim’d at by thofe
arguings. For, 1. There remain’d fo much of that
nataral knowlege of a “diety which God hath made
manifelt even in the Heatltens, that is in their cone-.
fciences, Rom. i. 19 and there was {0 much of -
ftrength added to it by the external evidence of this
truth by the works of cteation and providence,as made
me recoil at the thoughts of that horrible conclufion-
of the Atheilt, There s no God. 2. Being at the fame
time deeply aff'e&ed with deep apprehenfions of
the thortnefs and-uncertainty of a prefent life, I dread-
ed to admit the conclufion that I faw would fhake the
foundations of any hope of relief for the future from
the other {ide of time. P/ulm xi. 3. If the foundati-
ons be defiroyed, what hath the righteous done ?

13- In this firait, betwixt light that would not
admit of 2 flat denial of #he being of a God, and A-
theifm enflamed and’ ﬂrengthned by. Satan’s fiery
daris, I betook myfelf flill to vainand felﬁﬂl courfes.

D . My
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My difturbance was from reafonings, and I thought
to relieve myfelf by my own reafonings. Nothing
more did I foolifhly think, can be requifite to efta-
blith my mind about this truth, and for ever to quiet
my mind in a firm aflent to it, than to obtain de-
‘monftrative arguments for the being ofa God: Thus
I thought by fearching to find out God. Jobxi. 7: And
like the Pjalmift, when {haken about the providence
~of God, Plalm lIxxiii. 16 I thought to know if.
That is by my own reafonings, I expefted to ob-
~ tain eftablifhment in' the truth, and 2n anfwer to the

objettions urged againtt it. o
" 14. Wherefor I ferioufly fet myfelf to the fearch
of fuch arguments; and I found them; but found
not that relief I expelted + Pfalm 1xxiit. 160 When I
thought to know this, it was too painful for me. For,
1. The moft firaitning and forcible of thole argu-
. ments proceeding upon the abfurdiiy of the contrary
conclufion with great evidence, would not allow of
any thing to be faid to the argument, and {o extorts
ed an affent: But not enlightning thé mind- with
. any fatisfying notions and difcoverics of the God,

whom they obliged me to own as exiftent, my mind
was not quieted. For in things of any prattical in-
fluence, without fome competent meafure of light
about the nature of things, the foul requiring fatis-
faftion, not only as to their reality, but their meet-
nefs to anfwer thofe pra&tical ufes whereabout ’tis
concerned, cannot reft without fome difcoveries of
this: Fobn xiv. 5. Thomas faid unto him, Lord, we
- know not whether thou goeft ; and how can we know
“the way ? 2. Thefe arguments forced indeed fome
aflent in the time: But not diffolving contrary ob-

-~ je&tions, whenever the light of them was removed,

* - and-¢ontrary obje&tions came in view again, I was
intirely fhaken, like him in Cicero, who read Plats’s
argyments for the immortality of the foul, .and faid,

. When Iread, [ affent, but 1 cannot tell how ; but fo foon
| . as
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as I lay down the book, all this affint is gones Itis
faith alone that, as.the word is, Heb. Xi. 1. reproves
“contrary arguings, and plants in the foul an abiding
light, that. keeps the foul firm in its adherence to
truth, Thus like the Philofophers of old 3 1 Cor. i,

21. In the wifdom of Gody by wifdem I knew not
- God. '

15. Though I was thus entangled, rather than ex-
tricate by thele {elfilh fhifts, yet my vain mind ftill
followed thefe courfes, For, 1. ‘What hitherto I had
failed of, I expected I might find by fome further pro- "
grefs in learning ; and therefor I applied myfelf vi-

goroufly that way. But any little progrefs I made, -
made me ftill more fenfible how far 1 was difappoint-

ed, and made me experience the truth of this, that Ae
that increaleth knowlege, increafeth forrow. Eccl. i.
18. The further I proceeded I ftill found the more
difficulties, and the lefs fatisfaltion. - When this
courfe could not avail, then I {pent my weary hours
in vain wifhes for fome extraordinary difcoveries :
Luke xvi. 30. Nay; but if one rifé from the dead, they
will belzeve. | ,

16, Tho’ I reached not the fatisfaltion T aimed
at, yet I cannot fay but this exercife had fome ufeful
effeéts. 1. Itlet me fee, That 1 had need of fome fr-
ther evidence and eftablithment about the truths of
religion, than hitherto I had either attained, or wilt
how to attain. Thus 1 had got fome view of it before.
Now I was more confirmed of it. 2. My mind being
fometimes more quieted as to thele truths in hearing
of the word, than by all my arguments, I was inclin- -
ed to hope this evidence I wanted, might come from
the Lord. 3. I was beat fomewhat from that touring
-opinion of my own knowlege and abilities to know, -
that my ficft feeming fuccefs in Philofophy gave me,
and biought to an ufeful diffidence of my inability
to reach fatisfaftion, even about natural things, and
folve obje&tions, that Jay againft truths, which yeru-

| D2 © . pon
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pon clear argument, I was forced to admit: ‘Which
. afterwards was of confiderable ufe to, me. f
" 17. But during this period of time under all thefe
~wreftlings and ftrugglings betwixt growing light and
fin, corruptions,as I grew in years, grew ftronger and
ftronger, took deeper root, and feceived an increafe
- of firength by occafional temptations, and new force
from the weak refiftance made to them by thefe vain
courfes. Rom. vit. &, 9, 11. As the law came nearer
in its {piritual meaning and extent, iz revived, and
- appeared more difcernible in its ftrength, and /i
~ 1aking occafion by the.commandment wrought in me
nclinations to all evil. Being fretted, not fubdued,
it grew ftronger, till at length é¢ flew me, -

18. Under this perplexity, I betook myfelf {till to
one or other of the fore mentioned vain courfes: 7er,
ii. 36. I gadded about to change my way, fent t9 E-
gypt, and went to Aflyria, yet could not they help. me.
But yet thefe exercifes and perplexities had fome in-
termiffions, and then I turned remifs and carelefs.
Hof. vi. 4. My goodnefs like the morning cloud and
early dew, fion paffed away, |
" 19. However, by thefe means I was brought teo a
{fpecious like form of religion. For now, 1, I took
fome care to avoid thofe fins, whether fecret or open,
that thwarted the light of my confcience moft plain-
ly. I not only abftained from thofe evils, to which,
moft, even of the foberer fort of ftudents, were fres
quently drawn over; but with a fort of refolution I
kept at a diftance from the occafions of them. Thus
I begun 2 Pet. 1i. 20. to efcape the pollutions of the
world through the knowlege of the truth. 2.1 was
~more exaét and punétual in attending duties, pub-

Jick, private-and fecret, than heretofor, and that not
‘Syithout fome concern, at leaft, at fometimes as to
_@B@'in}y@_fmgl frame in them... Thus I thought, 7 kept
bes-grdignnces. Mal. hii. 14, 3. When I was enfhar-
~ \cd;_é\itlr?egf{ifgrthe commiffion of {in, or omiffien of
BN ‘,k\:f;.-:t_;::*,;': 3 * duty

|
.i'q-f"-----I|
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' duty, I was broughtto a deep forrow : And for fome
time walked mournfully before God. Ihid. 4. Whereas I
always had a{ort of awful regard for them that feare
ed God, fince ever I began to be in the leaft awak-
ned, now I begun to have a fort of a liking and kind-
nefs to them, and pleafure in their company and con-
verfe, even about matters of religion. Thislight for-
{ ced an approbation of them. on my mind, and fo #o
| pive glory to God, there light [o fhining before me,
Matth v. 16. that I could not but take notice of
them. 5. I had frequent Tafles of the word of God,
| and powers of the world to come, Heb. vi. 5. which
made me delight in approaching to God. And, 6.
1 got fome things that looked like return of prayer ; -
when under a fenfe of impotency, I betcok myfelfto
God by prayer: In any {traitI found help fo remark-
able, That I could not but take notice of it. The
Lord hereby drew me gradually in to expedt good
in his way, and though I was wrong in the main, as
it were, encouraged the fainteft beginnings of a Jook
toward a return. 1 Kings Xxi. 29. ¢ And the word
¢ of the Lord came-to Elijab the Tifhbite, faying,
¢ Secft thou how 4hab humbled himfelfbefore me: °
‘ Becaufe he humbled himfelt before me, I will not
“ bring the evil in his days: But in his Son’s days
¢ 1 will bring the evil upon his houfe.’

+ 20. Now, though by thefe means, I got a name -
to live, yet really 1 was dead. For, 1. The natisral
darknefs ftill remained uncured. Some dawnings of
light were indeed begun, and fome difcoveties made
of what formerly I had not known, yet the power of

darknef ftill remained,and ¢ the vail wasnot yettaken -

¢ away, nor were fpiritual things feen in a true light .’

¢ 20or.iii. 14,15. Epb,iv. 18. 2 Theenmity of my -

mind againl the law, * efpecially in fome inflances,

remaind in force, there was nota refpect to all Go’s
| D3 N A1
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commands. Pllm cxix. 6. 1 had not yet a fight of
the beauty of holinefs. Nor did T in.my heart ap-
prove of the whole yoke of Chrift’s precepts as good
and defireable. It was not that I delighted in holinefs
and comformity to the law, at leaﬁ in fome inftan-
ces ; but that I was undone without it, that' made me
aim at any fort of compliance. 3. ¢ Iyet fought righ-
* teoufnefs as it were by the works of the law. Rom.

ix. 32. I waswholly legal in all I did, not fecing the
neceflity; the fecurity, the glory of the gofpel mes-
thod of falvanon, by ¢ feeking rlghteoufneﬁ: and
‘ ftrength in the Lord Chrift alone’ Rom. x. 4.

Plalm 1xxi. 16. 4. Self was the {pring of all: My
only aim was to be faved without any regard-had to
- the glory of the Lord, or any enquiry made, how it
might be confiftant with it to fave one who had fo
deeply offended. In a word, all my religion was
conftrained, violent, fclfifh, ]egal and anti-evangelis
cal. Thefe, not to mention other things, were itill
wrong., ‘ = .

Rcﬁeﬁ'z ons upon the ﬁregaz:zg exercife,

I T will not be improper to review the preceedmg
exercife, and offer two or three obfervations.
1, Theforegoing exercife affords me full confirma-
. tion of many of the truths contefted by the Pelagians
and others, concerning. man’s-inability to good, and
the corruption of his nature. When1 read and hear
their high fwelling words of vanity in commendation
of man, and in praife of his free will to God, his
good inclinations ; and when I hear fpecious-like ar-
guments offered for proof of thefe notions, I haveno
reafon to be thaken. Will they difpute me out of my
fenfes ? May I not believe the word? Or mult T wreft
and diftort feriptures to make places that appear un-
favourable to free-will, accord with thefe notions of
it,which lome advance 2 Sure Iam, if they will no; al-
' - I0W
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low feripture to be itsown interpreter, ’tis fafer, at
leaft in thefe things that concern our own natural
ftate, which eonfcience may know, to admit exper-
ience ‘to comment, rather than rexfon proceeding u-
pon abftra&t notions : And where fcripture and exper-.
ience join, there we have the fulleft confirmation of
the truths that are effablifbed in the mouth of two fuch
witneffes ; the laft not only confirming, but illuftrat-
ing the teftimony of the former. If they f{ay, that their
hearts are not {o perverfe and ill inclin’d, and that
they find inclinations to good in them ;- I cannot fay
fo of mine : Yet by the way I muft obferve, that in
their pradtife they gofeldom further,if {o far as others,
who agree with me in owning their hearts fo wicked,
their corruptions fo ftrong, their wills deprived, and
fet upon evil, that they can do nothing well-pleafing
to God : Now furely if matters are as'they reprefent
them, they are far to blame. As for me, I find more
{olid truth in that one {cripture, that tells us, that the
hzart is deccitful above all things and delperately wick-
ed, Jer. xvii. 9. than in many volumes of idle anti-
{criptural notions reared up on the {ubtil arguings of
men, whofe eyes have never yet been opened to fee
the plagues of their own hearts, and who' therefore
run out in afferting fuch an ability and power, and
inclination to good in man, as neither feripture; nor
the experience of fuch as have their eyes in the leaft
meafure opened, admits of. However if others will
“think that there are {uch good inclinations in them,
I muft quite my part in them. Woful experience
convinces me, and obliges me to acknowledge to my
own fhame, that I never look’d toward the Lord’s
way, fave when he drew me; Jer xxxi. 18.f wasas a
bullock unaccuftomed to-the yoke ; 1 never went lon-
ger in it than the force lafted ; T inclin’d tofit down,
and fat indeed down at every ftep; no great fign I
“ had any heart to the way ! I never got up again, but
when the Lord’s power was of new put forth. Iall
- Da ' this
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this while never went on ftept but with a grudge,
Genxix, 26 Ifrequently looked back to Sodom, ! have
been as a backfliding heifer. 1-was griev’d for what I
Icft behind 5 my heart cleave to what my light had the
greatelt oppofition to : Fob xxiv, 13. Thus I was of
them that rebel againft the light; I oft refus’d where
the command was plinelt; When I was brought
into a ftrait, Ibetook mylelf rather to any fhift, than
to Chrift; Prov. xxviii. 16. Sin bit me, and yet L
lov'd it ; my heart deceived me oft and yet I trufted
in it rather than God, 7er. xvii. 5. 7. God dealt with
me in a way of kindnefs, but when he fpoke to me
in my -profperity, I would not hear-: Ifa lvii. 17. He
fmote me and {went on frovardly. 1never parted with
any fin till God beat and drave me from it, 2nd hed-

. ged in my way. Surely this looks like the heart de-
ceitful ahove all things, and defperately wicked. -Jer
Xvii. 9. - ,- .

- 2. The forgoing exercife clears what 2 depth of

- deceitfulnefs is in the heart of man.. How many fhifts
has my heart ufed to clude the defign’of all thefe
[trivings of the Lord’s fpirit with me 2 'What {trange
fhifts has the heartof man, and how many are they ?
1 have told many, but the one half is not told, All thefe
fhifts refpet but one point in religion. If one would: .
undertake to give an account but of thole deceits,
which are more nioted, with refpelt to the whole‘of
his walk and way, how many volumes might he
write. There is much true divinity couch’d in that
fhort feripture. Jer xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful a-
Love all thingsytwho can know it 2 Who can underftand
bis errors ? Plalmxix. 12, When I upon areview
mind fo many, how mzny more might T have noticed
if I had obferved them in the time, or foon after ?
And if fo many may be feen, how many fecret,
undifcernable, or -at leaft undecerned deceits are
there? , | |

3. How far may we go in religion, and yet come

. ! fhort
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. fhort ? Many thingsI feemed to have and do : Mark -
w 20. ¢ I did many things, and heard gladly; I was

¢ almoft perfwaded to be a chriftian. .4¢fs xxvi. 28.
¢ I feemed to efcape the pollutions that are in the
¢ world by the knowledge of the truth. 2 Pet. ii. 20,
¢ 1 feemed enlightned, and partaker of the heavenly

¢ gift, and got fome taftes of the good wmd of God,
‘ and the powers of the world to come.” Heb vi. 5.
I underwent many changcs, and yet all the while
was naught, defeftive as to the main: ¢ Many fhal}
¢ Ieek to enter in, and fhall not be able. Lute xiii,

¢ 24. Not every on that fays, Lord, Lord, fhall en-
¢ ter into the kingdom of God. Matth vi. 21.

4. 1 cannot but look back with wonder, to the
altonithing patience of God that fuffered my manners
Alts xiii. 18. fo Jong, and the’fteadinefs he thews in
purfuing his work, notwithftanding many provocati-
ons to defift, (7ill wor king for his name’s fake. Fzek
XX 14. All the creation could not have afforded o
much patience* The difciples of Chrift would have *
called for fire from heaven. Luke ix. 54. Yea Mofes
the meekeft man on earth, would have found more
toirritate him here,than at Meribah- Numb. xx. 13.
Glory to God, that we have to do with him, and
~not with man. ¢ His ways are not our ways. Nor
¢ his. thoughts ours. But as the heavens are high

¢ above the earth, fo are his ways and thoughts

¢ of mercy above ours ' Ifa. 1v. 8.

¢. I muft bear witnefs tothe rationalnefs of God's
way 3 For 1. Thefe things he putme under concern
about, deliverance from wrath, eternal falvation, and
fecurity about them, were fuch as my own reafon,
upon the beft attention, could not but own worthy

of the utmoft and firft concern. He did not call me
10 vex myfelf about vanity, and the things of no im-
portance. 2. The way he dealt with me in, was not
deftructive to the nature of my faculties, but improv-
ed them. He enhghtned my eyes tofee what he would
have
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have me do, and he forced notmy will, but fway’d it
in a way fuitable to its nature to 2 compliance, {o far
'as Twent. This was not to force, but gently to bend
the will to thefe things that really were proper foritto
“incline to. 3. He always obferved the true order of
the faculties. He fivay'd the will fo far, as it went in
compliance with his work, by fending forth his light
into the mind, that in the true order of things, fhould
guide the underftanding, 4. He carried me on to con-
fideration. He did not feek, as it were; to entangle
the afleftions, and by them carry my mind away in

“ahurry, as fin and fatan are wont to do, who guide
" finners, as the. Philiftines did Samyon, they firft put
* out their eyes,and then made them grind in their mill,

5. The Lord never obliged me to part with any
way, any fin, or refuge I betook myfeli to, till he had
let me fee, that it was not only againft my duty, but.
my true intereft. 6, So far as I complied with his
call, I cannot fzy that his way was fruitlefs, or that
he was a barren wildernefs, or a lund of draught Jex.

' ji. 31. The meaneft and moft fecklefs piece of com-
pliance wanted not its reward. Mal. i, ro. #ho is
 there among you that would [(hut the dwrs for nought :

Neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought.
Thus the Lords work was power,not force. He drew,
but it was with the cords of dove,and bands of a man.
Hof, xi. 4. He bid me quit many-things, but they
were vain things that werenobread. Jfa. lv. 2. ¢ Re-
¢ member this and fhew your{elves men : Bring it
¢ again to mind O ye tranfgreffors. O houfe of Ifrael
¢ are not my ways equal? Are not your waysun- .

¢ equal ? Yetye fay, the way of the Lord is not ¢-
¢ .qual.’ Ezek xvili. 25. |
6. Though it was congruous to reafon, yet itwas

a work far above the power of nature, I cannot a-

. feribe itsrife, or progrefs to myfelf 5 forit was what

1 fought not, I thought not of, T'lik’d not, yea, T hated

it, I'fear’d, Iavoided, I fhifted it ; and when- all this

would
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would not do, I oppofed it. For I was of thoft that re-
~ belagainft the light. Job.xxiv. 13. I cannot afcribe
it to ahy outward means, There are many parts of it
which they did not reach, The moft feafible fail’d,
the weakeft wrought the effett. Neither ftrong nor
weak, had always the like efte(t, But the work was
carried on by a fecret indifcernible power of him
who is like the wind blywing where itliffeth. John iii.
8. The work bears an imprefs of God in.all its fteps,
the word that awakned me was, the voice of him
that makes the dead to hear, John v. 25, that callet)
2hings that are not as if they were. Rom iv. 17. The
llght that fhone, was the candle of the Lord fearch-
ing, yea, piercing unto the hidden parts of the belly,
-Prov. xx. 27. tracing a deceitful and unfearchable
heart into all its turnings and wmdlngs Jer. xvii,
10. The work was that of one who is every where,
-and who knows .every thing, and is of .ome mind,
Job. xxiii. 13. and fo not to be turned ; who will
not faint, nor be diftouraged till he have brought-
Jorth judpment unto viclory. The work is uniform,
tho’ varioufly carried on through many interru ptions,
over many oppofitions, fora long traft of time, by
means feemingly weak, improper and contrary, fuit-
able only for him whofe ways are in the fea, and
whofe paths are in the great waters, and who/e foot-
{Feps are not known, In a word it was a bufh burning
and rnof confumed only by the prefence of God. Exod.
1ii. 3. It wasa {park in the midft of an ocean main- .
tain’d, notwithftanding floods continually powred on
ity to ex{’cmgulfh it, This flame was maintained by
oil fecretly conveyed into it. Pfal. cxviii. 23, ¢ This
‘ is the domg of the Lord, and itis wondrous in oux
¢ eyes)

—
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PART I

Containing an account of the pragreﬁ of the I.ord’
 awork, for the fpace of about three years infuing,

frem Auguﬂ 1696, to June 1699 ; The dreadful
- ftrait Twas at lafl brought to with my outgate, and

the flate of matters with me for fome time after
- thisi -

CHAP. I
Giving an account of the progrefs of my convil¥ions

remptaham, and vain reliefs, from the time lwent

- fothe Wcmyfs, 2l I was at t/:e la(t brought to z‘/m‘
' utmof? extrem:r_y -

WHen I had ﬂudled Phllo{'ophy three years,
being tickled with it, and fome what puff-

-ed up with what progrefs I had made, and défign’d
" and expefted to make. (Though I muft own that
ftill .as knowlege increas’d, felf-conceit decreas’d :

-and. I apprehended I knew more. the firft year than
- ever I thought I knew afterwards.) Bemg thus pre-

pared, I defign’d to go abroad, and improve myfelf
- further, to which alfo I was advxfed but two thlngs
broke this projett, my mother would not ‘confent ;
and the former exercife having brought me into
. bondage through fear of death, I was afraid to run
~ the hazards I muft run of my l:f'e, fo long as I was
in fo unfettled a cale as to my {oul's ftate: Where-
for upon the motion of feme friends, I confented ra-
ther to engage Chaplain to a family for fome time,
2. Accordingly, ZugufF 1696,1 wentto the Wemyfs.
When I came here, a ftranger amongft ftrangers and
perfons of confiderable quality, by my narural bath-
fulnefs, the cenforioufnefs of my auditors, the pub-

_ licknefs of the appearances 1 was oblig’d to make, to
- which
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which formerly I had not been accuftom’d, my want
of breeding, and-the like, I was, for a time, in a very
great {trait, forc’d to retirednefs, and to petition for .
Kelp how to carcy: And though it was my own, not
the Lord’s honour I defign'd, and was concern’d for,
yet he that-hears the cry. of the Ravens, 7ob xxxviii..
41. Pfatmcxlvii. 9; and would not overlook 4hab’s
humiliation, 1 Kzngs xxi 29. and the Ninevites re-
pentance, Fonah iii. 1o. did not fail me it my ftraits,
but helped, fo far as was neceffary, to maintain the
refpect due to the ftation [ was in, and to obtain'kind=
nefs, | .
.3. During the firft half year or. o, that I was here,
I was fomewhat diverted from my main work, peing
oblig’d to ftudy what was neceffary for my accoms
plithment for converfe in the world. But ftill T held.
on, and the more difficulty I met with, T keept the
. cloffer to the form of religion 1 had taken up. Befides,
now my {tation call’d and oblig’d me_ to fomewhat
" more. But leaving this, which is only-introdu&ory,
I proceed to that which is mainly and only defign’d
in this narrative, o N
4. T had not long been here, when I was often ne-. -
ceflarily, and frequently without fufficient neceffity,
engag’d in debates about the truth of religion, the
divinity of the fcriptures, and the moft important
“doftrines delivered in them, whereby I was drawn to
read the writings of deifts, and other enemies to re-
ligion, that I might be acquaint with the arguments,
whereby thefe 1 fometimes had occafion to difpute
with, oppofed the truth. As to the iffue of thofe ar-
guings, with refpett to others, I fhall’here wave it,
becaufe others are concern’din it; only I may fay, I
found, ittrue, 722 i1i- 9. That foolslh quéffions, and,
genealogies, and contentions, and flrivings’ about the
law, are unprofitable, and vain. 2 Tim. iii. 13, For
evil men and feducers wax worfe and worfe, decesiv-

'lﬂgi
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 gng and being deceived. 2 Tim. ii. 16, And profane
and vain bablings do increafe unto more -ungodlinefs.
And to my fad experience I found, 2 Tim. ii. 17.
‘That thesr word doth eat, as doth a canker, or gang- -
rene, It is of an infeftious'and contagious nature.
Aad therefor *tis fafeft to thun, avoid them and fol.
Jow the wile man’s advice, Proy. ix. 6. To forfake
the foolifh and live ; Prov. xiv..7. and depart from
@ foolifh an when we perceive not in him the lips of
- kivowlege ; Prov. xix. 27. and ceafe from the inftruc-
fiin that caufes 1o err fromthe word of knowlege.
5. This was. of very dangerous confequence to
me, and could not prove otherwife to one in my cafe,

- For, = e
1. I was not rooted and grounded in the truth,
~ Eph. 3ii. 17. Col. ii. 7. being neither notionally in-
firuted in the grounds whereon the fcripture is re-.
- ceived, nor acquainted practically with its power, and
- fo was naked of that armour of light, Rom. xiii. 171,
‘that is neceflary toward a confli®t with fuch ene-
" mies. 2. The power of that enmity. and darknefs
(ol. 1. ¥ 3. which zzcline the vain mind of man to re-
et and carpaat the truths of God as Folifbnefs, 1 Cor.,
Jil. 14. flill remained unfubdued ; and fo I was Epb.
V. 14. as the childrenwho are tofféd to and. fro by
every wind of doCtrine. 3. The objeltions I found
ftarted were many, firult at the foundations, 1 Fokn
1. 9- were new and furprizing to one who was fo
unfettled, and were drels’d up by the flight and cun-
ning crdftinefs of them who Iy in wait to deceive.
Eph.1v. 14. 4 I was not acquaint with that watch-
fulnefs, vigilance, and humble fobriety, that was ne-
~ ceflary to prevent Satan’s gaining any advantage. s
‘Hereon Satan finding fo fair an oceafion, fliptitnet;
for he goes about 1 Pet. v. 8. fecking fuch feafons;
and finding things thus, he improved it to my great
~ difquietment, - : |
. | 6. The
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- 6, The adverfary finding all things thus prepar’d,
fet on me furioufly, and'imploy’d many againft me,
I. He wrought up the natural Atheifm, darknefs,
and enmity ‘of my heart, to vent itfelf againft the .
truths of religion, in foolith enquiries, Is it fo ?
Plalm Ixxiii, 11. How can -thefe things be? Fohn
lit. 9. And what autherity haft thou, fince thou re-
quireft fuch things? 2. He imploy’d fonte who had
all advantages, Matth. xi. 28. and were the moft
likely to prevail, perfons fmooth,:fober, and who-
oppofed the rational arguments ; fuch fometimes the
devil makes ufe of, who feem themfelves not far from
the kingdom of Ged, Mark xii. 34. like the Scribe
who anfiered and queftion’d our Lord civilly, whofe
Words are finsother than butter, while war is in their
heart. Plalm Iv. 21. And thefe are ufually more pre-
valent; for with their fair fpeeches they deceive the
‘hearts of the fimple. Rom. xvi. 18. 3. He himidif
atted fometimes the fubtile ferpent, putting and fug.
gelting fubtile queries, Gen. iil. 1. Hath God faid fo?
. And fometimes ke threw in firey darts to inflame
and diforder me. Eph. vi. 11, 12, 16. Thus found
when I was alone, when I'was in prayer and moft -
~ {erious, hellifh oaths, and grievous blafphemous fug-
_geftions caft forcibly into my mind, which made me
tremble. No wonder he fhould deal fo with me,
“when he impudently fuggefted to bim in whom he
bad nothing, John xiv. 30. fuch blafphemous pro-
pofals, as that of falling down 16 worfbip him. Matth,
iv. 9. - o
79. By all thefe ways he affaulted me, and I was’
grievoully tofs’d about all the truths of religion. 1.
The being of God was again brought in queftion: The
enemy {aid daily, Whereis thy God? Plalm xlii. 3, 10.
And the Atheifm of my heart faid allo, There is no
God , andwhois the Lerd ? Plalm xiv. 1, Exod. v. 2.
I was'affaulted about his providence, and all the dif

orders of the world sere urged to my great. giﬂur;- .
) | ' al1CE,

'
!
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bancc Pfalm 1xxiii, 2——13, ¢ ¢ As for me, my feet
¢ were almoft gone:. My fteps had well nigh flipt.
¢ The ungodly profper in the world, they increafe
¢ in riches, and therefor his peoplé return hither,
¢ ‘Waters of a full cup are wrung out to them : And
¢ they.fay, How doth God knéw? And is there
¢ knowlege in'the moft High 2’ 3.1 was affawlted as
‘to the truth .of the word, and many ways troubled
about it; when I read, when I thought about it, I
was ply’d hard with grievous fuggeftions (ometimes :
* The want of fufficient evidence was complain’d of ;
Fohn i, 30. What fign fhéwef} thou then, that we
- may fee and believe thee? What doft thou work 2 At
.other times it was blam’d, one while; of obfcurity,
" Fobn X. 24. - How long d&ﬁ thou make us doubt ? If
thou be the Chrift teli us plainly. And anon another-
fuggeﬂlon wasclaptinagainlt fome paffages as bard ;
this 15 a hard faying who can hear it ? John vi. Go.
‘When this took not, it was accufed in fome places

of plain Blafphemy. He hath fpoken blafphemy,—Te
have heard his blajphemy. Matth. xxvi. G5. It was

blam'd as contradiltory -to itfelf. 7ohn xii 24. We
have heard out of the law, that Chrift abideth for e-
ver ; and how fayeft thou, The Son of Man muf? bé lift
up ?. Tts promilcs were call’d in queftion, 2 Pet. iii,
4. Where is the promife of his coming ? As were alfo’
its threats; Ezek xii. 22. every vifion faileth, Jer.
xvii. 15. ¢ Behold they ﬁly unto me, Where is the .
¢ word of the Lord? Let it come now.” This tvas]
daily perplexed,in fo much that it was a terror {ome-
times for fear of thefe fuggeftions to look into the
Bible. 4. The myflery of the golpei was particus
~ larly fet upon, and reprefented as Foolifhnels,. 1 Cor.
{; 22. as fetting up new gods, 4¢fs xvii--18. and
oft was! put to anfwer, 7chn iii. 9 ‘ How can thefe
things be?" -

8. The fubtile enemy who had often follici ted me
to high.thoughts of myfelf, now when he found it for

his
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“his purpofe, urged upon the mean thoughts of my- .
_ felfy and prefled to a baftard fort of humility: He
- often whilpered me in the ear, *Tis vain:for you to
expet to ride yourfelves of thefe difficulties, when -
{fo many learned men, who have fludied the point
with fo much care, and who were far more capabla
to difcern the truth, cannot reach fatisfattion, but
have rejelted them, Fohn vii. 48, 49. * Have any of
¢ the rulers or the Pharifees belicved on him ? But
¢ this people who knoweth not the law, are curfed.” -
" 9. By this I was brought into grievous perplexity,
and many fad toflings. Pfalm xlii; 3. My tear s have
been my meat duy and night, while they continually
" Jay unto me, Where is thy God? But ftill T tried wrong
- courfes, 1. I attempted by my own reafonings to.res
lieve myfelf. Pfalm Ixxiii. 6. I thought to know this.
2. When this fail’d, I bought, I read books written
about the truth of religion : 7o) viii. 8, 9, &c. This
indeed, had it been kept in its own place, was al-
lowable and ufeful s Eccle/. xii. 12. But I expected
 more than I had reafon to look for, and as I ufed it,
this was only the fruit of unbelief, and a vain courfe
running to Afhar, {ending to Egypt, 3. I wifh’'d for
vifions, voices or fome extraordinary courfe; Luke
XVi. 30. Nay, but if one rife from the dead they will
believe. 4. When thefe fail’d, with the fluggard I
fat down difcouraged. Ecclef iv. §. The fool foldeth
bis hands together, and eateth his own flefb. 5.1 .
fometimes betook mylelt to prayer ; but herein Ide~
fiderated fuccefs, not fecking in the right way, norto -
right ends. 7amesiv. 3. - -
10. But all thefe ways faild'me, Eccle/. vit. 23,
24. I took counfél in my foul, having [orreww sn my
heart daily. 1 faid, Twill be wife but it was far from
me. That which is far off and exceeding deep, who
can find it out ? 1. As 10 my own reafonings, they:
avail not again{t him who efteems iron as firaw, and
brafs as rotten wood. Pfalm 1xxiii. 16, When I thaught
E 10
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. 30 know ity it was two painful: Tt was labour 'in’
mine eyes. 2. As for books, befides_they fatisficd
~ not as to. thefe things they mention’d, many of my
{cruples were fuch as were overlook’ d by them, fo
they prov’d phyficians of no value. Fob-vi. 25, ¢ How
pmﬁt‘lble are right words! But what doth your ar-
¢ guing reprove ’ 3. As toextraordinary eXpedtati-
ons, God juftly rejelted them. Luke Xvi. 31. ¢ They
¢ have Mgfes and the prophets, and if they will not
¢ believe them, neither would they believe tho’ one
¢ fhould rife from the dead.” 4. My, floth ftill in-
creafed my trouble ; that foolith poring fretted my
fpirit, lew me: Prov. xxi. 25. ¢ The defire of'the
¢ {luggard killeth him, becaufe his hands refafe to
¢ work.’
- 11, I had quite funk under the wenght of this
trouble, and been fivallowed up of forrow, and land-
ed in defpair, if its force had not been fomewhat a-
bated by occafional confiderations that were by the
good hand of Ged, fometimes one way, {ometimes
another brought to my mind: 1. When the hellith
conclufions at which all thefe temptations aimed,
the renouncinig of religion, rejecting the Scriptures,
dre. were urged ; it was oft” feafonably fuggefted;
_‘7o/m vi.'68. ¢ To whom f{hall we go? Thou haft
¢ the words of eternal life.” The Lord powerfully
convinc’d, and kept-the -convition {irong on my
‘mind, that at what time I parted with revelation, I
behov’d to give up with all proipeét of certainty -or
fatisfattion about eternal life. 'What Deifts told me
of the demonftrations of a future happinels built only.
upon nature’s light, had no weight with me, becaufe
I had tried thofe long ago, and found them to my
apprehenfion inconcludent ; and had they been con-
cludent, 1 was never a whit the nearer fatisfadtion ;
to tell me of fuch a ftate without any account of ; its
nature, or the tcrms whereon ’tis attainable, was all

one as if nothing-had been faid about it : This creat-
- - ed
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“ed ftill 2 dread of the conclufion in my mind ; and.
ftill whenI was follicited to quit the Scrlptures, I
returned, ¢ To whom fhall I go to find. the.words-of
¢ erernal life? 2. Upon a due obfervation of thofe
who_ were truly religious, I could not but look on
them (tho’ their real worth I did-not yet difcern) as
the better part of mankind 'y and the Lord created a
- dread in my foul of conclufions that imported -the -
charge of a lie in a matter of the greateft importance
againft-the better part of mankind : P/alm Ixxiil. 15,
¢ If'Y fhould {peak thus, I would offend againit the
¢ generation of thy children,” 3. The Lord opened
mine eyes to {ee the remarkable folly of thofe who
abandoned revealed religion: Not 'to mention. the
impious lives of the generality, I faw the fobberer
fort guilty of unaccountable folly. The {cripture tells
them plainly, That if they have a mind to be fatis-
fied as to the truth ofits pretenfions, they muft walk

in the way of its precepts to find it: Fohn vii. 17.
¢ If any man’ will do his Will, he fhall know #hzs
¢ doltrine #f it is of God, or zf I {peak of: myfelf.”
But they walk in a dire contradiftion to its pre-
cepts, and yet:complain of the want of. evidence,
while they refufe to try that way. wherein only it is
to be found. Again, fome fobber and learned, and
- otherwife inquifitive perfons own, That if we are
cither cut off from hopes, or left to uncertainty a-
bout a future {tate of happinefs, we are miferable ;
And that they themfelves are yet uncertain, While
.after all thishas been by them confefled, and by fome -
-to myleif, 1 faw them either at little or no pains to .
be fatisfied : Prov, xiv. 6. ¢ The icorner feeketh wif-
¢ dom and findeth it not’ yed, I found this fort of -
perfons much more eager in fearching after what
mlght {trengthen their doubts,than what might fatif-
fy them: This fmelled rank of a hatred of light,
Now I thought it was not fafe to follow thofe whom
1 faw {o evxdently foolith, and who did fo plainly
y E 2 Prc'
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proclaim their own folly : Prow, xxviii. §. ¢ Evil
‘ men underftand not judgment: But they that feek
‘ the Lord underftand all things.” This had that
weight with me, that I'now cezs’d to wonder that
fuch were unfatisfied about the truth of religion, and
that there was no ground of doubting its truth, be-
caufe they are unfatisfied. 4. The fhining evidence
of the power of religion in the lives, but more efpe-
cially in the deaths of the Martyrs, of whom I had
formerly read oft, ftay’d me as to this, That there is
a reality in religion, when I was beat from all other
holds : Heb. xi. 33. ¢ They were tortured, not ac-
- ¢ cepting deliverance, that they might obtain a bet-
¢ ter refurreCtion.’ Here I was behov’d to own the
finger of God, efpecially when I condidered their
numbers,their quality, and-all circumftances. 5. The -
known inftances of the power of religion in children
in their tender years, was of great ufe fometimes,
znd appeared of great weight ¢ it check’d the force of
temptations that drove me to doubt of the reality of
religion ; Pfalm viii. 2. * Thus out of the mouth of
¢ babesand fucklings the Lord ordained ftrength, and
¢ in fome meafure ftilled the enemy and the avenger.’
6. The fenfible and violent oppofition I found Satan
-meaking to the Scriptures in all the fore mentioned
way, was oft {taying,and perfwaded me in fome mea-
fure, that there behov’d to be a reality in religion,
" and I could not fee what could induce him thus to
oppole it, if it werea cheat ; Matth. xii. 26. Is Satan
divided? 7.1 got frequent touches in a way of con-
vition ; Heb. iv, 12. and thus finding the power
and piercing virtue of the word making ° manife(t
¢ the fecerts of my heart, T was forced to fall down
¢ and own God to bein it of a truth.’ 1 Cor. Xiv. 25.
8. Satan {fometimes departed and left me for a /ea-
fon 3 Luke iv. 13, and then I had fome€ intermiffion
of my fore trouble. 9. I found 2 fecret hope begot

and cherifhed, I could not tell how; at {ome feafons,
even
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ven,amidft the violence of temptations, that I thould
* be fatisfied,. ¢ and that I fhould yct have good caufe
¢ to praife God Pfalm xlii. 5,8, 11..and that what‘
§ k:ze'w not now,l fhould &now bcrfaﬂfr,]ohn Xiii, 7.
~ which was {trengthned by the confideration of what
others had mect with, who had been tryfted - with
temptations that were {ome way like mine : '{lbelt 1
doubted, if ever in all refpc&s any had been (o mo-
leﬂed, as I, and if therc was ¢ any forrow like unto
‘ mine. Lam. i; 12. Yca, fometime I wds made, fo
hope that Satan’s raging forboded that his time was
but fhort. Rev. xii. 12,
12, As by thefc and the like means, the force of
the temptanon was fomewhat broken, fo 1was encous
raged to feveral things which 1 have reafon to own
God-was kind to me, in holdmg me to them 1. Here-
by I was engaged to hold on in an attehdance, with
more concern in duties of religion, publick,- private
and ﬁ:crt;t, and fo to wait at wifdom’s door-poft,
Prov. viii. 34. which af'terwards I found the advant-
age of. 2. Hereby I was enabled to conceal all my
own ftraits from others, who thereby mlght either
have been ftumbled or hardned in their evil way: I
was unwilling others fhould know any thmg that
might difguft them at religion: 2 Sam, i, 22. Tell
2t not in Gathy—Ieft the daugbtc’rs of the uncircum-=
cifed triumph, In converfe with fuch as were fhaken,
1 ftill endeavoured to ftand for ‘the truth, asif T had
"been under no doubt about it; and I muft own, That
while T did fo, the Lord often countenanced me, and
fatisfied me as to what T had formerly been difquieted
about : How pood a Mafler is God! A word fpoken
for him is not loft ; nor will he fuffer the leaft fervice
to pals, unrewardcd A Hcathen Cyrus ‘muft have
his hire; and fo muft Nebucbadnezzer. Ezek XXiX,
19.
| 91 3. Before I leave this, I muft obf‘erve fome things
. Which the Lord taught me by this exercxfe 1. I
| E 3 - hereby
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hereby leatned: the danger and vanity of rcafonmg
with Satan: When I begun to an{wer him with'my
own rcafonlngs, he had ftill great advantage ; 1 Pet. -
. ‘he’eafily evaded all my arguments, and eafily
repell*d my anfwers, and enforc’d his fuggeftions ;
Fames iv. 7. and .when his fuggeftions were. to be
maintain’d inpoint of arguments, he inje&ted them
with that lmpudent violence that I was not able to
ftand againft: Matth. iv. 10, 11, Our fafelt courfe
is to reﬁ/}, anid to hold'at a diftance, to avoid com.-
munltig ' with him. Fude 9. 2, I muft obferve like-
wife the wife providence of God; that thé greateft
dlﬁicultles that ly againft rehgmr are hid frcm A-
theifts, Allthe objettionsI meet with in their writings, -
Werp ot near fo fubtile, as thofe  which were often
fuggelted to'me ¢ The reafon of it from the nature of
« the thmg is obvious; fuch perfons take not a near-
ﬂand view of rellglon s and while perfons ftand at a
iﬂance, neuher are the difficalties that attend it, nor
thé advantages of it deccrned. Again, Satan finding
all things. quiet with them, keeps all fo; and ﬁnd-
ing that they are eafily enfnared, he ufes not force s
Luke xi./21. It is where he is in danger of lofing a
perfon that“he ufes his utmoft efforts ; when Chrift
is ready to caft him out, then he rages and tears poor
fouls : Mark ix. 20. Befides the Lord in his infinite
\wfdom permlts aot all thefe hellith fubtilities to be
pubhfhed intendernefs to the faith of the weak. He
that fets bounds to the raging of the fea, and fays,
¢ Hltherto fhalt thou come, and.here fhall thy proud
¢ waves be ftayed,’ Job xxxviii. 11. keeps Satan un-
- der chams, and he cannot {tep beyond his pelmllﬁon-,
Rc'v XX I. ‘
4. This exercife had fundry effets upon me, 1.
The f ears I was brought under fixed a deeper fenfe of
my frailty in general on me, and that I 'was but a
man : Pfalm ix. 20. ¢ Put them in fear, that the nati-

f ons may know themielves to be but men, Selah’ 2.
* | Hereby
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Hereby the Lord withheld me from my vain projeti-
ons about learning N ow I was fo far from expecting,
as fome time I had done, thatI feared I fhould fall
thort of what was abfolately needful to my own well-
being : Ecclef. vil. 23. Lfaid I will be wife,but it was
far from me. 3. Whereas I was educate with an eye
to the Miniftry; and aimed that way ; now I came to
fee the difficulty, and repent my rafh intentions : and
laid down a refolution to look no more that way,
unlefs the Lord fatisfied me full about thofe truths
whereof I now doubted : ‘T could not without hor-
rour think of fpezking to others what I believed not
myfelf, 2 Cor. iv. 13. 4. My bondage through fear
of -death was increafed and grew fironger. Heb. ii.
1’5. 5. Iwas urged to fomewhat more of clofsnefsin
the performance of duty, -tho’ often 1 was urged to
give it over as vain; yet I flill refolved to hold on
there. ‘6. I was ftill more and more confirmed in the
neceflity of further evidence for the truth of relis
gion,.than'1 either had-attained, or knew how to at-
taim, T a .
15. All this while I was under fundry inconveni.
encies that increafed my trouble, and gave advantage
to my corruptions. 1. Moft of the converfe I had,
was with fuch as helped forward my trouble. I was -
a companion of fools, and fo nigh to deftruttion.
¢ For he that walks with the wife fhall be wife, but
¢ a2 companion of fools fhall be deftroyed. . Prov.
Xiil. 20. Again. 2, I had no friend to whom I could
- with freedom and any profpet of fatisfaltion, im=
~part my mind. ‘Ecclef. iv. 10. ¢ Wo to him that is’
¢ alone when he falleth s for he hath not another to-
¢ help him up. 3. Endeavours to conceal intirely
my concern and trouble, broke me. ¢ When Ikept
¢ filence, my bones waxed old.’ Plalm vxxit. 3. 4. I
was laid afide from my ftudies, and had no diverfion,
nor could follow any 3 I had heart to nothing, could
pot read, unlefs that fometimesIread the Scripturcs%
| E 4 | 0
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or lome other praical book : Unlefs when there was
~ an intermiffion of my trouble; for near a year and a
half I read very little, and this flothfel pofture laid
me open to temprations, and made corruptions grow
ftronger. ‘Prov. xxiv. 30, 31. ¢ 1 went by the field
‘ of the (llothful, and by the vineyard of the man
* void of underftanding, and lo it was all grown over
- ¢ with thorns, and nettles had eovered the face there-
¢ of. And the {tone-wall thereof was broken down.?
16. Hercupon my corruption took vent feveraj

" ways, I. In vain and flothful defires. Prov. xiii. 4.
¢ I defired and kad not.’ 2. In foolith contrivances
and fearches, how to eafe my {mart. P/a/m Ixxvii. 6.
‘ 1 communed with my own heart upon my bed, and
‘ my fpirit made diligent fearch,’ but without a due
‘eye tothe Lord. 3. I {pent my time in foolith com.
plaints that difpirited me; 1 complained, and my
fpirit was overwhelmed. Pfalm Ixxvii. 3. 4. I was
fometimes at curfing the day of my birth, withing
that I had never been born, or that I had died affoon
as born: Fobiii 11. ¢ Why died I not from the
¢ womb? Why did I not give up the ghoft when I
¢ came out of the belly 2’ 5. I withed often that I had
been in other circomftances and that'1 had been bred
to the plough, or fome fuch imployment, and that I
might have in the defert a cottage, Fer, iil. 11, a4
place of way-faring men, where 1 might give myfelf
to continual grief. 6. My fpirit fometimes rofe in
quarrellings againft God s P/alm Ixxvii. 3. I thought
on Gaod and was troubled, 1 faid, Wherefor-do 7 ¢cry,
and thou doft not hear me ? Job xxx: 20. And fre-
. quently I was not far from that, Wilt thou always be
to me as a liar, and waters that fuil ? Jer. xv. 18,
- 17. After T had thus wearied myfelf, after the
edge and violence of the temptations above menti-
oned, was by the formerly narrated confiderations
bluntéd and fomewhat broke rather than removed,
and I cafed by fatan’s deparure for a feafon, I inclin-

cd
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ed.to reft; and fatan hereon finding matters prepar-
ed for an affult, he made frefh attempts in another,
and no lefs difquieting manner: Marth vii. 12, 43,
44. ¢ When the unclean {pirit is gone out of 2 man,
¢ he walketh through dry places feeking reft and
¢ finding none. Then he faith, I will return to my
¢ houfe from whence 1 came out ; and when he com-
¢ ¢th,he findeth itempty, fwept and garnithed. Then
¢ goeth he and taketh with him feven other fpirits,
¢ more wicked than himfelf,and they enter in and
¢ dwell there : And the laft frate of that man is worfe
¢ than the firfty - * - -
The devil cannot be at reft, where he hath no mif-
chief to do to men. The devil foleaveth none but he
will be attempting to come unto them aguin, and he
ordinarily fucceedeth, where Chrift hath not prepof--
fefled the foul ; all other reformation proves but a
fweeping and a garnifhing, while the foul is empty
of Chrift It may be fwept from the filth of flagitious
fins, and garnifhed with the paint of religion, or fome
habits of moral virtue : But none of thefe will keep
out the'devil. Thus I found it to my coft. For, 1 Sa-
tan finding my foul, after all my fad toflings, empty
of Chrift, returned, 2: And my foul being like the
vineyard of the fluggard, Prov. Xxiv. 31. by floth,
defencelefs, without its ftone wall, he eafily found op-
portunity to fow tares, and while I flept, to cultivate
the thorns and nettles, which naturally grow there.
3. It was no hard matter to perfuade on fo wearied,
Gen.xlix. 1 5. ¢ that reft was good, 'and that there was
¢ alion in the way.” Prov xxii. 13. And, 4. Having
thus poffeflion and quiet abode with his © {feven other
¢ {pirits,) my own corruptions, he quickly made my
¢ laft ftate worfe than my firft. Pfaim xxxviii. 19.
My ¢.enemies grow {trongand lively ; my corrupti-
ons began vigouroufly to exert themfelves.
18. Herecon the Lord minding his own work,
brought the miniftry of the word, the law in its fpirit-
| ual



74 Memoirs of Part 111,

val meaning nearer; And then, 1. ¢ Sin revivid and
¢ 1.died;’ Rom vii. 9, I found more difcernibly. the
ftirrings of corruptions, viii. ibid. Yea, 2. Sin taking
¢ occafion from the commandment,’ and being.fretted
by the light let into my foul from the word, it
¢ wrought in me all manner-of concupifence.” Lufts
of all torts, {elf, floth, formality, etc. ftrove to main-
tain their own place. 3. Hereby I was plunged in- a
decper guilt, P/alm xxxviil. 4.“niine iniquities went
over my head. And, 4. Hereby my-challenges were
tharpned; and I found ¢ no reft'in my bohes’ ver. 3.
for fins that I had done. e
19. Under this diftrefs, I ftili as formerly, fought
to other phyficians, rather than to the Lord. For, 1.
Having now, by the knowlege of the truth, *efcaped
‘ the pollutions of the world;’ 2 Pet ii, 20. my ex-
ercife was much about the moré fecret attings of {in,
and its working in the heart ; and asto thefe, I fome-
times ufed extenuations and excules, taken from the
ftrength of the temptations I lay under, and other
confiderations “of that fort ;: and fometimes this was
done. not without fecret refleftions on God. . This
Was Adam’s way, 3 ¢ The woman whom thou. gaveft
¢ me fo be with me, fhe gave meand [ did eat. Gen.
1{ii. 12. 2dly, Sometimes after my engagements and
vows, and breaches of them, when 1 found confci-
ence difturb me,I begun to enquire whether the things
were fin, and endeavaured to perfuade myfelf, That
fome which were moft difturbing were none, Pryv.
xX. 25. Thus, * after vows I miade enquiry,” 3. 1..at
laft, when all thefe courfes failed, again faid,I will
not tranfgrefs, and made new vows and refolutions,
accompanied with forrow for my former breaches,
and folemnly bound myfelf againft my fins,thofe that
predomined : Exod. X. 16, 17, Then Pharach called
for Mofes and Aaron in hafte, and faid, I have finned
“againft the Lord your God; and againft - you. Now -
therefor forgive 1 pray thee my fin only this once, &c.
. 4 I
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4. 1 fet apart time for fafting and prayer in fecret,
and November, 23, 1697, On a time fet apart for pray-
er-I drew up 2 fhort account of my treacherons deal-
ing with God from my youth up, and folemnly bound
mylelf to God to walk’ in his ways ; and when my
own heart'told me, That I could not ferve the Lord,
Ifaid, Nay bm‘ 1 will [erve the Lard Jofhua. - xxiv.
21,

- 20, But all thef'e proved phyﬁcmns of no value
ForI found, 1. That they were notable to keep me
longer, than till 2 temptation came in my way from
fin. 'Whenever this appear’d, corruption, that had
been fo far from being really weakiied by all thofe.
inventions, thatitreally grew in ﬁrength broke down
all that I had fetin its way, Jer.ii. 20, Of old-time
I have broken my yoke, and burft my bands, and thou
Jaid(ty I will not tranfprefs : When upon every green
tree thou wanderéft playing the harlot. 2. 1 found
thefe vain ways I took to (mother convictions, were
not able to procure me peace, but really increafed my
inward difquietment, and wafted my {pirit : Pfalm
xxxiiz 3, When I kept filence (that is when I finfully
endeavoured to fapprefs my guilt and trouble) my
bones waxed old through my roaring all day long. 3,
The Lord in meréy gave me no reft in any of thefe in- -
ventions, but fuffered me to weary myfelf in feeking
my lovers, thar I might at length betake myfelf to
hitm, For {o long as I followed thefe ways, Day and
night his hand lay heavy upon me : My maz/?ure was
turned into the drought of fummer- Plalm xxxii 4. .

21, Though hltherto I fail’d of a right iffue, yet

I was carried a greatlengthin complaiance with con-~
victions. I kept myfelf from open pollutions, I was
careful in duties of worfhip, yea further, I was much
in fecret, I receiv’d the word with joy, T was ofe chal..
lenged for fecret pride, unbeliet and other heart fpi.
ritual evils, and as to the knowlege of them, was
confiderably enlightened. I fafted, prayed, mournt.d

in
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in fecret. I refolved and {trove agalnﬂ fin, even my
peculiar fins that [ loved beft* Thus.1had with others
Rov iii. 1. @ name 10 live, and'took up aform of rc-
ligion 2 Timiii. 5. +

22. Yet for all'this, T was a ﬂranger to its power,
which the following ewdences fufficiently manifeft ;
for whatever lengths I went, yet, 1/, 1was a ﬁ:anger
to the glorious and blefled relief; through the impu-
tation of the righteoulnefs of Chrift : Not- that I had
not fome notions of this ; for 1 profeﬂ'ed to embrace
it. Butreally I was in the dark, as to.itsglorious ef-
ficacy, tendency and defign. I was ignorant of the
righteou/nefs of God, all the while, Rom. x. 3. 2dly,
Stlll in all this the eye-was not fingle Matth, vi. 22. It
“was only the fzving of myfelf, withoutany eye to the
Lord’s glory I defigned. Romix. 31. 3dly, It was ftill
by fome righteoufnefs of my own, in whole or part
that I fought relief. No wonder peace was unflable,
that flood upon {o weak a foundation. 4¢4ty, Though
‘T was by the force of convitions, brought to part
with my beloved fins, or confent to their deftruction ;
yet it was neither without reluctancy, or without
- fome fecret referve. It was like Pharaok’s confent in
the like cafe when his fervants perfuaded him of the
danger of his perfifting in his {in, Exod. x. 3. Mo/es
and Aaron were brought back again to Plyamo/y And
he faid unto them, go-ferve the Lord your God : But
whe are they that f’mll eo? sthly, My heart was ut-
terly averfe from fpirituality, fometimes through the
force of conviétions. I was indeed brought for fome
time to aim at getting my mind fix’d upon heavenly
things, and kept on- the thoughts of them : But my
heart being vet carnal, I wearied of this bent, and
of this forcible religion, And it was intolerable to
think of being always fpiritual : Rowm. viii. 7. ¢ The
¢ carnal mind is’enmity againft God, is not fubjeét to
¢ the law of God, nor can it indeed be.’
| - 23 By
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" 23, Bythefe means T was at laft brought to an exs
tremity 3 For, 1/2, My fins were fet sn order before

me. Plalm 1. 21. Innumerable evils compaffed me a-
bout, mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo that

Iam not able to look up, They are moe tnan the hairs

upan my heady therefor my heart faileth me, Plalm xl.

12. 2dly, They were fet in order in the dreadfulnefs

of their nature and aggravations, and all fhifts, exte-

nuations, pleas and defences were rejected, and my

mouth ffopped before God. Rom. iii. 19. 3dly, All the
vain ways I had taken for my relief bafled my ex-
pectation, and increafed my pain, they were the flaff
of a broken reed, Ifa, xxxvi. 6 they pierced myarm,
when I eflayed to lean on them and [ was afhamed,
and even confounded, that I had hop’d. Job vi. 20.
4thly, The wrath of God was dropp’d into my foul,
and 1be potfon of hts arrows drunk up my [pirits. Job
Vi, 4. §thly, 1 was as yet unfanéified, as to the truths
of religion, and mine enemies oft told me, that even
in God there was no fuccour for me, Plalm iii. 2. Yea,
- Gthly, At fometimes Satan to intangle me more, af’
faulted all the truths of religion at once, and then L

was dreadfully confounded, when the Lord com-

manded that mine cnemies fhould be round about.
me. And they compaffed me about like bees. Plalm

cxviil, 11, 12. 7thly, All waysI took to bear'down

my corruptions, prov’d of no avail ; For fin reviv'd

and I died, yea taking occafion by the commandment,

it flew me. Rom. vii. g, 11.

24. By the extremity of this anguifh I was for
fometime about the clofs of 1697, and beginning of.
1698, dreadfully caft down: I was weary of my life.
Oft did I ufe 7ob’s words, 1 loath it, 1would not live
alway. Job vii, 16, And yet 1 was afraid to dy; 1
had no relt, my fore run in the night, and it ceafed
not in the day, Pfalm Ixxvii 2, At night I wifhed
for day: And in the day I wifh’d for night, Deur.
xxviii. 66, 67, 1 faid, My couch fhall camfort m.:i;
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