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. The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Acceptance upon the Acconnt
of the Worth and Merit of
the Perfon they are addreffed
to: But that is not my De-
fign ; which if it were, 1
could never bave made a more
agreeable choice of a” Patron
than Your Grace,whofe known
Integrivy and Learning, and
whofe Noble and Generous
Sentiments of Religion, which
you  bave [fiudioufly endea-
voured to infbill imto others,
are enough to infpire the moft
[luggifb Genius to attempt
fomething that is not Common.
I am obliged in Fuftice and

Gratitude to prefent Vour

Grace with fometbing, and

this

P

The Epiftle Dedicatory.
this being the beft 1 bave, i
it may not merit Praife and
Approbation, yet at leaft I
bope it may appear to Vour
Grace to be nm altogetber

Contemptible.  And if fome

. unmcertain  and wavering

Sceptick fball, by the read-

- ing of thefe Difcourfes, reap
~ any Benefit and Savisfaltion,
M (ball think my felf to have
+ obtained the chiefeft end I
i aimed at.  For, as 1 am fen-
- fible I cannot do all that Good
- that I would, in that narrow
Sphere of Action wherein I
| move, fo I bad rather ven-
{ ure the varions Cenfures of

Men in the publifbing my own

1 boughts,




The Epiftle Dedicatory. ~ §  The Epitle Dedicatory! .
Thougbts, than not be aiding Happinefs, for the good of
and affifting (according to the % bis Church, is tbe earneft
utmoft of my Ability) to form - Prayer of,
in the Minds of others the ’

srueft Conceptions of that Re- My Loxp

Jigion by which the Chriftian ’

World expetts Immortal Blef- Your Grace’s moft Humble
fednefs. I moft bumbly beg - and Devoted Servant
Your Grace's Pardon, both

for the boldnefs of my Addrefs, Hewy Hallywell.

and for the Imperfeltions
Your Grace will find in what
I offer; which 1 hope I fball
the more eafily obtain upon the
Jeare of the long Acquaintance
I bave bad the Hononr to
bave with Your Grace. Now | .
that G o would long profper A DE-
Your Grace in Health and

s T e T e
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For T am not afbamed of the Gofpel
of Chrift: For itis the Power of
God unto Salvation, to every one

that believeth ; to the ]cw firft, and
alfo to the Greek.
wherein Vice and

V Sin does infinitely

abound ; an{ as if the Depravity
of our Natur: were nor 2 {ufhcien:
B Evil,

E Live in an Age
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A Defence of ~ Ser. 1.
Evil, and too great a canfe of Mens
Sorrow and Shame, they add to it
and encreafe it, by defpifing,
fcorning, and trampling under Foot

the great means of redrefling all

their Evils, and doing themfelves

ood. )
The -Atheift ftrives to under-

mine Religion by expofing it to

the World as a ridiculous piece of

Folly. And this indeed 1s very
agreeablc and confentancpus to
his own Principles; for if therf:
be no God, there can be no Reli-
gion. And as for the Prophane
and Debauched Perfon, though he

be not arrived to fo high a pitch

of Wickednefs,. as to fay, There i
no God, yer he withes there were

none, and endeavours to difcoun-

tenance Religion as a flat and dpll
thing, unfit for a lively and brisk
Spirit. And he would have all

the World to believe that Religiop

is §

o

Ser.1. Revedled Re’[igion. |
is only adapted to flavith Minds,
who are ignorant of the Liberty of
their own Natures, and do not
know what 2 rare thing it is for 2
Man to enjoy all manner of fen-
{val Pleafures to the full.

Some fuch Perfons as thefe the
Apoftle had met withal, who
fcorned the Preaching of the Crofs
of Chrift as a weak and contem-
ptible piece of Folly. And they
feem to upbraid him, as if he had
undertook to inftru& the World
in 2 thing that he was not able to
make good: For there feems to
be implied an Obje&ion made by
{ome Perfons fomething after this
manner; as if fome one had faid
to the Apoftle, You have intro-
duced a2 new Religion into the
World, and you feck to perfwade
Men to embrace it in By-corniers
and remote Parts of the Empire :
‘There you Preach itto a Company

B 2 - of
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A Defence of ~ Ser. L
of poor, filly, and illiterate People,
and lead them away, becaufe they
are eafily deceived and know no-
thing.
the Gofpel, be a thing of fuch
mighty concernment to the World,
and if it be a Doétrine fo highly

Rational as you pretend, why do
you not come and Preach it at

_Rome it felf, the Eye and Glory of
the World, where all forts of wile
Men on Earth are gathered toge-
ther, who are able to dete¢t and
diicover the Vanity of that Reli-
gion you would fain difleminate
and (pread abroad.
This feems to have been ob-
jeted to the Apoftle; to which he

anfwers, Per.15. So, as much as
in me is, 1 am ready to Preach the

Gofpel to you that are at Rome alfo ;
For Iam not afhamed of the Gofpel of
Chriff.  As it he had faid, That

Goipel or Religion which I declare,
' 15

&1
#

But if this which youcall

Ser. L Revealed Religion.

is of _fuch ‘high Confequence to
Mankind, and of fuch an admi-

rable Frame -and Divine Contri-

- vance, that [ am not afhamed of

it wherefoever I come, but am
ready to Preach it at Rome it felf,
and do t;ll you,f that itis not like an
empty Piece of Jangling and vain
Philofophy, but Jthegl’ox%er of God
to the Salvation of the World, and
the moft effe@ual Inftrument to
wind off the Souls of Men from
their Slavery to Sin and Satan, that
ever was yet made known; and
therefore both Jew and Gentile are
obliged to believe and embrace it.
From whence we may make this
Obfervation ; That the Gofpel of onr
Lord}efm, which we call the Chriftian
Religion, and is contained in the Books
of the New-Teftament, is of fuch a
Nature that no Man need to be afbamed
of the Profeffion of it. e

B 3”
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- A Defence of  Ser. L
For the Apoftle tells us, That

it is the Power of God unto Salvatin

to every one that believes.  And elfe-

where he declares the Gofpel to be

both the Power and the Wifdom of
God; 1 Cor. 1. 24. We Preach
C/briﬂ Crucified (that is the Gofpel
of Chrift Crucified) the Power of
God, it being (o effeétual to dil-
engage Men from the Kingdom of
Satan; and the Wifdom of Go v,
if the fitnelsand fuitablenefs of it
for the obtaining that great End
and Purpofe. Now furely, he that
looks upon Religion with a rea-
fonable Eye (as he ought to do)
can never think he has any caufe
to be afhamed of a thing that
hath o much of Gods Power,
and Wifdom confpicuous in it
And for thofe that can fo confi-
dently. deride and feoff at it, they
would do well to ¢onfider how far
they ai¢ from good Manyers, and

Lo §

Ser. 1. Revealed Religion.
from that common Civility that

even Nature it {elf teaches all Men,
that is, to {peak Reverently of what

~ God does, and to have honourable

Thoughts of his Works. |
But for che further Confirma-

tion of this point, and for the build-

ing of us up more firmly in our

~moft Holy Faith, I fhall confider

what are the main caufes of Shame,
and upon what grounds we may
jultly be afhamed of any Do&rine
delivered to us ; and then {hew,
that in none of thefe Refpects we
have any reafon to be athamed of

the Chriftian Religion.

1. A firft caufe of thame is, If
that which is delivered to us be not
true.  If a Man fhould confidenty
qatertain  an Opinion that were
falfe, and which there were no
Grounds of Credibility for, and
fhould expole his Lif{ and For-
tunes to hazard and danger for i,

B4  he
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he would have great reafon to be
aftiamed of his Levity.and Rafh-
nefs, and all Men befides himfelf
would conclude him guilty of an
unpardonable Folly.

2. We may juftly be afhamed
if the thing propounded to us be
not Rational, that is, agreeable to
thofe common Notions of Reafon
and Underftanding which God has
planted in our Souls.

" 3. We have fufficient caufe of
Shame and Confufion if the Do-
&rine offered to us for our Faith
and Belief be not Intelligible, 1. e.
eafie to be underftood by all thofe
to whom it is propounded.  For
if Chriftianity were made up of a

- company of intricate and dark

Riddles, only to amufe the World,
and to puzzle our Underftandings,
i do not fee but that 2 Wife and
Sober Perfon might have grounds
epough to be afhamed of it

- 4 If
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Ser.I. Revealed Religion

4. If it be not ufeful to the
World, but contain only fome
poor and trivial things that are of
no benefit to Men. _

If Religion had indeed been
thus, the Apoftles themfelves
might have been afthamed to have
made fuch a ftir in the World :
And all Chriftians that followed
them would have been extremel
out of Countenance when they had
feen fo little good and benefit of
all that which was yet delivered as
Gop’s Will, and wherein he had
{hewed fuch a wonderful piece of
Arr and Wifdom. But now when
we look upon Religion and find
_that it is moft truly and certainly
the Will of God delivered to the
World. That it came from Hea-
ven,and was attefted by all the Evi- -
dences and Arguments that {uch a

thi{]g is capable of ; That God had

an immediate hand init, and thacall

1ts

-9
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A4 Defence of Ser. 1.
its Authority was undoubtedly de-

rived from him. Agam when
we {hall find chat there is nothmg
in Chriftianity, but what is highly

- rational and agreeable to our In

telleGtual Faculties, and for which
we 'may be able to make the moft
reafonable Apology and Defence.
And further, when Chriftianity is
fo plain and eaﬁe to be underftood
in all thofe things which are in-
difpen{ably neceflary to every Man’s
Salvatipn; fo that the moft ordi-

nary Capacity may apprehend what

is Gop’s Will and meaning in it,
and what he would have him to do
And laftly, When we fhall fee,
that Religion is a thing of no mean
and low Concemment but a mat-
ter of the greaceft Beneﬁt and Ad-
vantage that ever was communica-
ted to Mankind. When its great
End and Defign fhall be difco-
vered only to make Men ever.

laﬁmgly

|
s

Y

Ser.L Re'vealed Relzgzon

laftingly happy in.anpother Life:
When ‘thefe things put together
{hall appear with irrefitable Evi-
dence and Clearnefs, furely that

Man muft be bereaved of his Wits'

and Underftanding that can be
alhamed of a Do&rine that hasall
thefe Qualifications.

In the fisft place then, to make
it manifeft that the Chriftian Faich
Is 2 Doctrine worthy of all Ac-
ceptation, and of which there may
be made the beft Defence in the
World, I fhall fhew by a few Ar-
guments the Truth of it, viz, That
God fent his Son [efus to commu-
nicate this as his Mind and Will,
and that he would have all the

World to live in the Faith and

Obedience of i,

[ They that would have more
full and ample fadsfaction upon
this Stibject, ‘may confule that ex-
ceuﬁrit Treaiile of Grotins, of the

’ Q}utb

11
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A Defence of ~ Ser. L
Truth of Chriftian Religion, -tranflated
into Englifh by Dr. Patrick, now
the Reverend Bifhop of Ely.]
Now to this Purpofe, let us con-
fider, That as to the matter of Fa&t
concerning the Life and Adtions
of cur blefled Saviour, his Death
and Refurre@ion, and his Afceni-

on into Heaven (which is the

Ground and Foundation upon
which Chriftian Religion is built)
it is not at all probable, either,

1. That the Apoftles {hould be
deceived 5 Or, .

2. That . they fhould deceive
others. :

1. It is not likely the Apoftles
{hould be deccived, becaufe they
received not the Relations which
they delivered, by hereday, but
were conftant Actendants of our
Lord and Saviour, and faw him

work his Miracles, when he cured:

Difeafes, raifed the Dead, and caft:

out

T
%

.

o

Ser.l. Revealed Religion.
out' Devils. ~ And therefore when
the Apoftles chofe another into the
room of Fudas; there is this reafon
given for it, 4fs 1. 21.22. Where-
fore of thefe Men which have Com-
panied with us, all the time thas the
Lord Jefus went in and out amongft us,
beginning from the Baptifm of John,
unto that [ame day that bhe was taken
up from us, muft one be Ordained to
be « Witnefs with us of his Refur-
reétion. Here was one who together
with the reft of the Apoftles, was
to affert upon his own Knowledge;
the Actions of Jefus, his Refurrecti-
on from the Dead, and his Afcen-
fion into Heaven. And therefore
St. Luke, Chap. 1. 2. tellsus, That
the things which he wrote were
fuch as were delivered by them
who were @vriias Eye-witnefles of
them. And doubdefs there can
be no better Teftimony in the
World concerning the Truth of a
mat-

13
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matter of Fa&, than from an Eye-
witnefs of it, according to that
comron faying, Pluris et unus
ocularis teftis, quam auriti decem, one
ocular Demonftration is worth ten
Hearfays. And this was the An-
fwer that Peter and Jobn gave to
the great Council of the Jews, 4s
4. 20. We cannot but [peak the things
which we bave feen and beard.

But that we may not run over

the whole Hiftory of things in the

=

Gofpel, I fhall content my felf

with that one, which is the Con-
firmation of all the reft of the Mi-
racles of Jefus, that is, his Refur-

~ reétion from the dead. For (as

St. Paul {peaks, 1 Cor. 15. 14.) if

Chrift be not rifen, then our Preaching
is ain, and the Faith of Chriftians s
likewife vain. The Preaching of the

~ Apoftles would have been vain,
becaufe they Exhorted Men to the |

Pra&ice of the Commands and
Pre-

Ser.l. Revealed Religion. 15

Precepts of the Gofpel, in hopes of
a glorions Fmmortality, and that
their Labour and Pains fhould be
rewarded by the Refurre@tion of
their Bodies to eternal Life. Where-
as if Chrift be not rifen, there is
then no Reward for Believers; and
the great Noife and Talk of the
Joys and Felicities of Pious Souls
after this Life are nothing but the
Dreams of ‘Melancholick Perfons
to amufe the reft of Mankind.
And the Faith of Chriftians (if
Chrift be yet in the Grave and un-
der the Power of Death) will be as
empty and vain, becaufe it is buile
upon a falfe Foundation. For the
great Argument brought by the
Apoftles to prove the Divine Au-
thority of the Doctrine they Preach-
ed, wasthe Refurretion of Jefus
from the Dead ; which if there had
been no fuch thing, St. Paul, 1 Cor.
15. 15. fays of himfelf and the
zeft
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reft of the Apoftles,  that they had
been no better than {o many Falfe-
Witne[Jes of God, abufing his Name
for the countenancing an Impo-
fture ; ‘which their Preaching had
certainly been, if Chrift had not
really rifen from the Dead.

The Scripture affures us, 45 1.3.
That Jefus fhewed himfelf alive

after his Death to his Dilciples, by

many infallible Proofs [ i.e. fuch E-
vidences wherein there could be
no miftake] being feen of them Forty
days, and f[peaking of the things per-
taining to the I(ingdom_of God. And
if’ we “diligenely read the Hiftory
of the Golpels, we fhall find the
Apoftles to be very {crupulous in
believing Chrift’s Refurretion, till
they had all feen him, and were
convinced by as high Proofs as
poflibly could be offered to Man-
kind.  And this their Cautiouf-
nefs and Warinefs of being jmpofed

upon

Ser.l. Revealed Relz;gion. 17

upon, is 2 good Argument to us
of their .Sincerity and care of be.
ing fully fatisfied of the Truth of
it, before they went to divulge it
to others.  We read in Mark 16. 9.
That Jefus firft appeared to Miry
Magdalen,and fhe ran with Joy to tell
- his weeping Friends, that fbe had feen
- the Lord,buc they believed her not, v.11.
- Then he appears to two of his Difci-
ples.in another Form, as they went
- to Emaus, and they told the reft, but
¢ meither would they believe them. v. 13,
- Then he appears to the Eleven .
. Apoftles , and upbraided them
- with their unbelief and hardnefs of
~ Heart, becaufe they believed not
_ them which had feen him after he
& was rilen, ver. 14, And that he
| might confirm the Faith of one of
|| his Difciples who doubted more
| than all the reft, fhews him the
B very hole that was made in his fide
j with the Spear, and the prints of
S C the
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A Defence of  Ser. L.
the Nailsin his Hands and Feet.
And all this, to the end that they
might be fenfibly affured thar it
was he himfelf, no delufive Spe-
&ruth or Ghoft, but the very {ame
Jefuss which was Crucified upon the
Now from hence we fee
it plain, that the Apoftles could
not be deccived ; for they took all
imaginable care to avoid it; they
Fat and Drank with him, and faw
him with theirown Eyes, leifurely

;_“?3

lified up from them and carried -

tip mto Heaven. -

"L Tt isnot probable the Apoftles

would go about to deceive others;
For, T
1. They mighe cafily have
been difcovered. They lived in
a knowing Age, wherein all Arts
and Sciences Hourifhed more than
ever they had done before ; and
thére wanted not thofe who had
Sence and Wit enough to have

| T found

- o
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found it out, if it ‘had been a Cheat,
The Apoftles peremptorily affirm-
ed, That Jefus who {uffered un-
der Pontins Pilate was the Author of
the Religion they Preached, and
that after his Crucifixion he rofe
again from the Dead. Now if
there had been no f{uch Perfon as
Jefus that had then lived; If he

‘had nor been Crucified, and really

dead on the Crofs ; or if there
had been no fuch Governour of
Judea as Pontius Pilate, nor any
fuch Roman Emperour as Tiberius.
If the Apoftles had failed in any
of thefe remarkable Circumftances
of Story, there had been grear rea-
fon to have queftioned whar they
delivered. But we find all this
confirm’d by the Roman Hiftorians
themfelves ; and neither ews nor

‘Pagans ever denied che Marteers of
‘Fat which the Apofties relate, be-
caule they were fo newly done,

C 2 that
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that if there had been any thing
of Untruth, it would very eafily
have been deteed by Perfons
then living. Befides, had the Re-
furretion of our Lord been a
Falfehood, St. Paul muft be ex-
tremely Impudent, nay Imprudent
to bring Five hundred upon the
Stage to affert a Lye ; fince it is
not the manner of a Cheater to
provoke fo many Witnefles.

2. Cui bono ? To what end or
Purpofe {hould they affert a Falfe-
hood 2 Or what Inducements could
they have to broach a Delufion 2
All that can be faid is, That per-
haps they might do it, to have the
Name and Glory of being the Au-
thors of a new Set. This indeed
might pleafe the light and frothy
Humour of fome vain-glorious
Perfon, but the fedate and com-
pofed Spirit of the Holy Apoftles
was far from any fuch poor de-

fign.

Ser. I. Revealed Religion.

fign. But to anfwer to this more
particularly :
1. It is not likely they fhould

lay the Foundation ¢f the beft Re:

ligion in the World upon a mere
Cheat. There was no colour for
Lying or Fraud in the matter, and
we know that Nemo gratis fit
malus, tis rare for a Man to be
wicked for nothing.  They fought
not themfelves in it ; for it is evi-
dent that they were Perfecuted, Dif-
graced, and fuffered exqufite Tor-
tures for Profeffing that Jefus was
raifed from the Dead.  And for
Secular and worldly Advantages
they could hope for none, becaufe
all thofe things were in the hands
cither of Jews or Pagans, who were
both profefled Enemies of the
Name of Chrift. Nor can we
think that the Apoftles fhould take
it upon their Death, and ftand to
it to their laft Breath, if they had

C3
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not believed themfelves fufficiently-

aflured of that Truth for which
they died. Surely Men of calm
and {ober Réafon, would not be
fo prodigal of their Blood, as w0
throw it away upon fome vain
Rumour or popular Report.

Let us confider a little the Apo-
ftle St. Paul, who was aMan of
great Learning among the Fews,
very zealous for his Religion, and
one that had attained to no {mall
favour among the Grandees of his
Nation, for his vigorous Perfecu-
tion of the Chriftians. This Man
tells s, that when he was going
to Damafcus with a Commiffion
from the High-Priefts to bring
them bound to Jerafalem that pro-
fefled the Faith of Chrift, to be
Punifhed : Jefus met him in the
way in a Light brighter than the
Sun, tells him who he was, and
warns him that he fhould no lon-

ger

ger Perfecute his Difciples: Upon
this the Apoftle turns Chriftian,
and became a zealous Profeflor
of the Faith which before he Per-
fecuted. Now, if there had been
any Fraud or Deceit in this, can
we imagine St. Paul would fo
confidently 2ppeal to it, and tell
King Agrippa, That this was not a
thing done i a Corner, where there
was no Body to atteft it.
fore we believe St. Paul to be a
Man of Sence and Reafon, we
cannot imagine that he would
have quitted all the Favour and
Encouragement he might have
had among the Jews, and run
himfelf into certain Dangers, even
to the lofs of his very Life, if he
had not been well aflured that
Jefus was alive, and able to make
good all he faid.
" 2. We find that the Apoftles
in their Writings were Men of
' C 4 great

If there-
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great Integrity and Uprightnefs, of
exemplary Humility, and hearty
Lovers of God and all the World,
and we may reafonably believe
that fuch Perfons as thofe would
not fet on foot a Falfhood ; and
{uch a Falfhood as they faw would
draw vaft multitudes to Ruine and
Deftruction.  Nor is there any
thing more contrary to the Prin-
ciples of Chrift’s Religion, which
not only banifhes all Lying and
Deceit as hateful Crimes, but en-
joyns fuch a fincere and univerfal
Love to the whole World, as to
be ready to lay down our Lives
for one another.

If Men could be fo wicked as
upon Self-ends to broach a
Falfhood, yet if we attend to the
Goodnefs of God, we muft ne-
ceffarily conclude, that he would
long ¢’re this, have difcovered the
Forgery.  For Chriftianity is fo
- framed,

Ser.l. Revealed Religion. 25

framed, that the moft innocent
and harmlefs Perfons in the World,
who are the moft fincere in their
Love to God and Man, are the
moft eafily taken with it.  And
therefore if it had been built upon
a Falfhood and an Untruth, the
goodnefs of God was highly con-
cerned to deteét the Impofture,
and not to fuffer thofe who en-
deavoured to ferve him in the beft
manner they could, to be fo fa-
tally entangled with an l}irro_r
that would expole them to inevi-.
table Ruine and Deftruction. Ny
Now, That I may compleat
this Argumenc againft all Ob-
je&tions and Cavils whatloever, I
{hall farrher add, That the Apo-
ftles gave as full and high aTe-
ﬂim‘oﬂy of the Refurreétion of
Jefus as ic is poffible for Men to
give for any Matter of Fa& in
the World. To which purpofr;




26 4 Defence of  Ser- 1. TSer.I. Revealed Religion. 27

I{hall borrow fome few Particulars g Now, where all thefe meet and

agree, it were meer Frowardnefs
and Humour to expe& any fur.

from a late Ingenious Author :
See ale We muft confder ({ays he) what

Treatife, ¢ ; ;

K";'_’""-’“’: thofe Cnl'cumﬁ ances are, wlzd’ ;_:;e moff . her Evidence of the Truth of a
ctter - .

AlLewer, commonly requifite to make Humane  pacer of Fadk.  Let us examine

ft. . . .
Teftimony credible, and received by all " gen che Teftimony of the Apoftles
the World as true. ¢ concerning, Chrift’s Refurrection

1. The firft ching is, if Men c
teftifie nothing but vghat they {aw. by : he&?h?lieséﬁlcs witneffed no-
. 2. If they teftifie it at no long : 2
‘diftance of time from the matter
of Fa&, or thing done.

thing but what they themfelves
faw. They beheld our Saviour
divers times after his Refurrection,

3. If their Witnefs and Tefhi- they Eat and Drank with him;

Im_‘my be pl.ain, and delivered 00 were they hafty and rafh in
without ambiguous and doubtful their Belief, but fulpended their

Expreflions. Aflent, till after the moft full and

4- _If a great number {ball conviétive Evidence, that 1s the
agree in teftifying the {ame thing, Teftimony of their Senfes : which

5. Laﬁly, It they are ready to Teftimony, when righely circum-
part with all chac is valuable to ftantiated is infallibly true, asmay
Mankind, rather than deny th_e eafily be demonftrated. Hence it
Truth of what they have tefti- is that the Apoftle appeals ro them
fied. as one fure Evidence againft which

3 there can beno difpute, 1 Jobn 1.1.
Now, P
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That which was from the beginning

which we bave beard, which we bave
feen ‘with our Eyes, which we bave
looked zpon, and our hands have
handled.

2. The Apoftles did not ftay
any long time before they made
this their Teftimony, but foon
after the matter of Fa&, and while
all the Circumftances were lively
and frefh in their Memories. And
by this their eatly and timely Wit-
nefs, they prevented the cavils of
their Enemies, who would have
been ready to have objected (had
they ftayed any long time ) if the
things they now avouched were
true, why had they not difcovered
them fooner 2 Therefore upon the
day of Pentecoft, which was but a
few days after our Saviour Chrift's
Afcenfion intoHeaven, the Apoftles
in a full Alembly declared Chrift’s
Refurrection (thofe very Men that

| put

1;
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put him to Death being alive and
in being ) which they conftandy
afterwards and boldly aflerted in
the open face of the World.

3. If the Apoftles had had a
Mind to deceive when they af-
firmed, that Chrift was rifen from
the dead, they would witheut
queftion have fpoken it in fuch
doubtful terms that their meaning
fhould not prefently have been
underftood.  And whenever the
thing fhould be examined and
narrowly looked into, they might
fecurely efcape by the favour and
benefit of fome ambiguous Ex-
preffion, which might cunningly
be drawn to different Senfes and
Acceptations. But on the con-
trary the Apoftles give their Tefti-
mony of Chrift’s Refurrection in
open, plain, and dire&t Terms,
on purpofe that no body fhould

mi-

29
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‘miftake their meaning ; Afls 2.32.

:36. This Fefus [he whom before
hehad vold them they had taken,
and by wicked hands Crucified
‘and ‘Slain ] hath God raifed up, where-
-of we all -are Witneffes. Therefore
Aet all the Houfe of Hrael know af-
furedly, that-God hath made that [ame
Jefus, whom ye bave Crucified, both
Lord and Chrift. And hence it is
‘that this very fame Apoftle, divers
Years afterwards with great Inte-
grity and ‘Sincerity makes this
‘open profeflion, 2 Pet. 1. 16, 17,
a8. For we bave not followed cunning-
by devifed Fables, when we made known
wunto you-the Power and:Coming of our
Lord Tefus Chrift, but were Eye-wit-
neffes of -His-Majesty ; For he received
from God ‘the Fatber Fonouwr and
Glory, %fl there came fuch a Voice
to bim from the excellent Glory, This
‘15 my - beloved Son in whom Iam well
“leafed.  and this voice which came

from
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rom Heaven we beard, when we were
with bim in the Holy Mount.

4. If there had been but one
fingle Witnefs of Chrift’s Refur-
retion, the World would have
been apt to have fulpeéted the
Truth of this Teftimony: But
this being a thing upon which the
Ground and Foundation of Chri-
ftianity lay, it was confidently af-
firmed by the Twelve Apoftles ;
as in the forementioned place, Of
this we all are WitnefJes, {ays St. Peter.
Neither were the Apoftles only
Witneffes of our Lord’s Refur-
re&tion, but above Five hundred
more, who at one time {aw Jefus
after he was rifen from the Dead,
as St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor, 15. 6.
And among all this Company, it
is very hard to think that there
{hould be none fo honeft as to dif-
cover the Chea, if there had been

open

3%

any, efpecially when the free and
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open Profeflion of it was every
way attended with {fo much Dan-
ger, Infamy, and Difgrace.

5. Laftly, Thar which com-
pleats the Credibility of this Tefti-
mony is this, That there was no
one of the Apoftles, nor fcarce any
of the reft, but expofed them-
felves to the hazard and danger of
lofing all that was dear and va-
luable to them, rather than the

‘would deny the Truth of what they

Witnefled.  If thefe things had
hapned in a careles and drowfie
Age, when People had been fo
indifferent about Religion as ne-
ver to matter what was propoun-
ded to them; it is poflible then
that Men might have gone on fo
long in a Lye, dll they had got-
ten Intereft enough to propagate
it for a Truth. But the Apoftles
no fooner appeared wimefling
thefe things, but they met wich

an

Ser.l. Revealed Religion.

an early and vigorous oppofition,

+ and that from the chiefeft Men in
? Power, who made it their bufines
 to fupprefs them. Both fewsand
+ Gentiles were fet againft them, and
* they had no other favour fhewed
© them but this, that if they would
© Recant what they had faid of Jefus,
- and leave off fpeaking any more
. in his Name, they mightenjoy their
- Eafe and Quier, and perhaps have

fome Rewards into the Barcain:

 But if they would perfift and go
- on, they muft look for the fharp.

eft Trials and Perfecutions which

~ indeed thefe Holy Men met with-
al almoft in all Places where they
¢ came. Now had the Refurreti.
. on of Jefus from the Dead been
¢ only a feigned Story of the Apo-
I ftles, and the reft that had com-.

bined to fpread it abroad, it is

poffible that while they met with

§ no hazard nor danger,  they might

carry




- 34

A Defence of

carry on the Cheat, yet when Life
lay at Stake, it is very hard to
think that any one would die for
that which he knew to be an Un-
truth. Bur here we find in this

cale that the Apof’des freely and ¥

joyfully ventured their Lives for
the Truth of this, and the moft of
them actually loft their Lives for
it. Now, he muft be of a very
cafie and credulous Nature, and
fit for nothing but to be impofed
upon, that can believe fo many
Men of good Sence and found Un.

derftanding, would dic for a Story -

of their own Invention, and which

their own Conlciences would tell .

them was a notorious Falfhood.

" By what hath been faid, it is

* apparent, thac there was as high
and full 2 Teftimony given to F
the Refurrection of Jefus Chrift as §
1s poifible to be given to any mat- §
ter of Fact. And this being put §

out |
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out of doubt, there can bé ng
feruple left for any of the other
Paits & the Hiftory of the Gofpel
ﬁncf_‘ the fame Perfons that at‘tef-’c’ed’
the one, did likewile affure to the

Woild the other. Thar 1s, the
fame Arguments which convince
us of the Truth of Chrift's Refur.
rection, do likewife eftablifh us in
the Faith of the whole Chriftian
Religion.  Neither do I know
what can with any colour be ob-
jected againft this, unlefs Men our
of an obftinare Humour, will ra:
ther adhere to that poor Subterfuge
of the fews, and for the fprcadigcr
abroad of which they gave Iarg:e,
Money to the Soldiers, viz, That
bis Difciples came by Night and fole
bim away while the Watch Slept,
Which becaufe by it they intended
to difcredic our Saviour and his
Doctrine, 1 fhali fhew how vain
it is. -

D2 1. Ie
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fome time ) and yet none of the

36 A Defence of  Ser. I

1. Ttis not likely the Difciples, ,

who fled from him when he was
taken, and the ftouteft of them
denied him, fhould now, that he
was dead, venture to fteal his
Body from a Guard of Soldiers.

2. How improbable is it that
all the Watch fhould be afleep at
one time? M

3. If they were all afleep, how
could they tell that the Difciples
took him away, and not that he
arofe from the dead by the mighty
Power of God, as the Apoftles
affirmed 2

4. How could it be, that the
Difciples {hould come juft at that
very time, when they were all
afleep 2

5. How could they go fo fi-
lently to work, as to roll away
the Stone, and to take out the

Body

(a)l which would have |

made fome noife, and tocok vp §
: fome £

Watch hear them ? Befides, there
is another Circumftance, which
canpnot well agree with the haft
and fear thele poor Difciples muft
needs bein, in fuch an Arttempr ;
and that is, That care which was
taken to lay the Linnen Cloaths
by themfelves in the Sepulchre,
Luke 24. 12. And yet the Napkin
that was about his Head, did not
lie with the reft of the Linnen
Cloaths, but was wrapped toge-
ther in a place by ic felf : Job. 20.7.
which is the moft unlikely thing
in the World, that the Difciples
fhould be fo curious in forting
the Linnen, which they would ei-
ther have taken away with the
Body, or at leaft not have fpent
time to wrap it {o carefully together.

6. Laftly, Suppofe they had
taken away the Body, Quid ex ca-
davere emolumenti ¢ What benefit
D3 could
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could they hope from 2 dead Car- contempt and-. {corn againft the

kafs 2 Would that be enough to belief of the Holy Scriptures. For
make them forfake their deareft  if thefe Perfons were asked upon

Relations, to lay afide the Senti- what account they give credit to

ments and Opinions in which they Thucydides’s Hiftory of the Peloponne-
had for a long time been Educa- fian War, or Plutarch’s Lives, or

ted and Inftruéted, to expofe any other ancient Hiftorian ; they
themfelves to a thoufand vexarious muft {ay that the conftant and u-
Reproaches, and at laft to a vile ~ niverfal confent of the moft Learn-
and ignominious Death, and all o4 and Judicious, hath all along de-
to maintain the Credit of aPerfon  termined thofe Perfons to be the

that had fo grofly froftrated their Authors of thofe Books, and that

Expectations 2 Surely, he that can they were Perfons of Credit and
believe fuch things of the Apoftles, Veracity. And is it not meer
muft offer the greateft Violence in Frowardnefs, Humour, and Fan-

the World not only to his own, ~ tafticknefs to rejeét the Teftimony
but to the Underftanding of all §  of the Catholick Church handed

Mankind. down fucceflively for Sixteen hun-
Aﬂd 1ow w¢ cannot but f(’tc thc_ dred Years and upt,vards , con-

unreafonablenefs of Infidelity ; that cerning the Books of the New-

it muft be cither a2 very crooked Teftament ? Lec them but have
and untoward Education, or an the fame Temper and Difpofition
obftinate, bafe, and perverfe Spi- of Mind in relpect-of the Hiffory
1it, that carries Men with fo much of the Gofpels that they retain in
cons | D 4 be-

L
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behalf of the forementioned Hi-
ftorians, and they muft of necef-
fity confels that there are at leaft
as many and as weighty Motives
of credibility for that as poffibly
can be excogitated for thefe.
Moreover , according to the
different Natures of things, there
are different ways of Probation,
and no Man will expect a Mathe-
matical Demonftration to prove a
Moral Propofition ; It is fufficient
to every Ingenuous Nature that
there be as full and clear Evidence
as the matter can bear. Hence
our Lord and Saviour (though it
might feem more fatisfactory to
have feen him as the Apoftles did
with 2 Man’s own Eyes ) yet pro-

John 20. nounces them Bleffed that have not

39

Jeen, and yet have believed : intima-
ting, thatitis a more generous Faith

to believe unfufpected Witneffes
- ' upan

|
:
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upon the full and clear Evidence
of the matter of Fa&, thanif this
Faith were conftrained, and as it
were neceffitated by ocular De-
monftration. Hence we may un-
derftand the meaning of thofe
words of our Saviour, Mat.12.32.
And whofoever [peaketh aword againft
the Son of Man, it [ball be forgiven
bim : But whofoever [peaketh againft
the Holy Ghoft, it [ball not be for-
given bim, neither in this World, neither
in the World to come ; that is, though
it were a great Sin not to believe
our Saviour to be fent from God,
after he had given fuch manifeft
proof of it by his numerous and
ftupendious Miracles, yet the Sin
was not comc to its height, be-
caufe there wanted yet further Evi-
dence; Our Lord was not yet
rifen from the Dead : But after
his RefurreGtion and Afcenfion

intQ

4L
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into Heaven, and as a Confirma-
tion of this, the Miffion of the
HolyGhoft upon the Apoftles (who
was alfo one of Chrift’s Witneffes )
then the Sin became deadly, be-
caufe the laft means were ufed,
and the fulleft proofs of Credi-
bility given that could be ex-
pected for matter of Fa&; that
is, there was every thing done
which might procure Belief in a
difinterefled Perfon; And there-
fore, for any obftinately to con-
tradict this, is quite to prefcind
his own hopes, and fhut the door
againft himfelf, by wilfully re
jecting all thofe Arguments which
might and ought to have gained
belief. I pray Gop open the
Eyes of thofe who flight and un-
dervalue Chriftianity , as if it
were not 7sos 7\9’)@-, Xy 7AMs a70d0-
ogis a&ios, a faithful and true Word,

and
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and every way Worthy to be Re-
ceived, that they may timely fee
and repent of their Error, and
through a fincere acknowleg-
ment of the Truth may be eter-
nally Saved.

A DE.
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Rowm L 16. .
For I am not afhamed of the Gofpel
of Chrzﬂ

E have fhewn from
thefe Words, That
the Hiftory of the

Life and Acions of our bleffed
Saviour, his Death, Refurreétion,

and Afcenfion into Heaven is true,
and being fo, we have no reafon

to be afhamed of our Religion,
which

45
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which is buile upon thefe things:
Truth is a thing that none need
to be afhamed of, becaufe it is a
Perfection, a Ray, and Beam that
defcends from God the Fountain
of all Truth. Now the Truth of
the Hiftory of the Gofpel depend-
ing; -upon. the Veratity of thofe
thit wroté it, we fhewed that the
Apoftles could rot be deceived,
becaufe they were prefent and Eye-
witnefles of the things they fe
down. And we have no reafon
to fulpect . they would. deceive
others, becaufe they might have
been difcovered, and befides had
no felfends nor defigns in broach-
ing, a Falthood, but on the con:
trary, were ready to Sacrifice their
own: Eives for the Truth of what
they faid; and laftly, That they
gave as high- a Teftimony of the
Refurrectiony of Jelus (on which
all: his other. Miracles depended )

as

i
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as poflibly can be given by Men
to any Thing or Matter in the
World.

2. The next caufe of Shame is,
if the Do&rine delivered to us be
not Rational; cherefore we come
now to {hew that Chriftianity, or
the Doctrine of the Gofpel is rati-
onal, thatis, agreeable with thofe
common Notions of Reafon and
Underftanding, which God has
planted in the Souls of all Man-
kind. And indeed, if we believe
that it is true, and came from
Goo, it muft neceflarily follow,
that there can be nothing contain-
ed in it that isunreafonable; for-
almuch as Gop being the higheft
Reafon, cannot befthe Author of
any thing that is unrcafonable ;
for then he would be the Author
of fomething unlike himfelf, and
that had no Analogy or Corze-
fpondence with any of his Atcri-

butes.




48

I —

A Defence of Serll.

butes. And therefore to affirm
that Gop can propound to us
what is altogether Irrational, and
bears no Harmony or Agreement

with any of our Faculties, is to-

make him the Author of Non-
fence, Contradictions, and Impof-
fibilicies.

- Reafon s that Light and Candle
of the Lord, which he has fet up
in the Souls of Men to gunide them
fafe from Error, Falfhood, and
Delufion. And when we fay a
thing is reafonable, we fay that it
hath a Conformity with thofe In-
telleCtual Principles the f{overeign
Author of our Beings has planted
in us, Thereis a {uitablenef(s and
agreeablenefs of fuch things with
the rational frame and make of our
ownSouls, Therefore the Apoftle
calls our Conformity to the Divine
Will (which he terms Rom. 12.1.2
prefenting owr Bodies a living Sacrifice,
S Holy

Ser.II. Revealed Religion.

b holy and acceptable unto God) a rea-
é fonable Service, that is, fuch a Wor-
fhip (as if we underftand our

% felves) is fitted and accommodated
L to our natural Faculties of Reafon
~ and Underftanding.  And hence it

©is that St. Peter bids us to be ready,
weds amdoyiay to give an Anfwer, or

- make an Apology to every Mm
that asks us a Reafon of the hope that

" is mwus, i.e. he would have us pre-
. pared to give a fatisfactory and
® rational account why we are Chri-
© ftians. But now if there were
. any thing- in Chriftian Religion
g that were unreafonable, what A-
~pology could be made for it? Ot
how fhould any Man defend 4
thing that were wholly contrary
to that Light which God has fet
up in his Soul to difcern between
Truth and Falfhood : So that if
there lie an Obligation upon us
to give a Reafon of our Faith,
o E then

49
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then we may be fure there is no
part of it unreafonable. -

But here we muft note in the
mean time, that it is one thing to
fay that there are fome Aurticles of
the Chriftian Faich above Humane
Reafon, and another thing to fay
they are unreafonable or contrary
to found Reafon. The frame of
Chriftianity it felf is called by

St. Q’aul, 1 Tim. 3. 1 6. pmusieroy pﬁf;a, ,

a great Myftery, and a Myftery we
know muft have {omething hid-
den and recondit in it, which is
difcerned only by capable Minds.
And there may be, and doubtlefs
are, fome facred and hidden Do-
&rines in Chriftian Religion above
Humane Reafon in this Senfe, viz.
That our Reafon could never have
lighted upon them, or found them
out, without a Divine Revelation.
But notwithftanding thefe Myfte-
rious Truchs are yery- agreeable

o . ‘with

T
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with our Reafon now they are difZ :
covered, and there is a rational
Defence to be made for them, and
a fatisfattory Account o be given
of every one of them. ~ We could
never by the bare help of Reafon,
have known any thing of the Uni-
on of God with Humane Nature;;
nor difcovered the Doétrine of the
facred Trinity, nor the My&er}*
of the Refurrection of our Bodjes
nor the Joys and Felicities of Hea.
ven, if God had not revealed
thefe things to us. Bur now, that
they are made a part of our Faith,
we can {hew that none of them
is contradiGtory to the Principles
of {ound Reafon.

If therefore there be any un-
reafonablenefs in Chriftianity, it
muft arife either, T

1. From the Frame and Con-
xwreof ir, O, =~

E 2  "2.From
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2. From the Doétrines contain-
ed in it ,

That there is no unreafonable-
nefs or incongruity in the Frame
of Chriftianity will appear thus;
the great End and Defign of it, is
to releafe and free the Souls of
Men from a State of Sin and Evil,
into which they had unhappily
plunged themfelves, and to reco.
ver them into a holy, blamelefs,
and heavenly Life and Nature, that

|

behaving themfelves harmlefly and *
unblameably as the Children of

Gop, though encompafled with -

many Hardfhips and Affli¢tions
which they

this World, they may atlaft, thro’
his infinite Goodnefs , arrive by
orderly fteps and degrees to the

‘Liand "of Righteoufnefs, their an- |

cient Inheritance in the Kingdom
of Heaven. This is the free
T ' Coun-

mee: withal in their !

Paffage through the Wildernefs of
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Counfel and Determination of Al-
mighty God, which flowed only
from his immenfe and boundlefs
Love. , . '
Now, the Methods and Ways
which Gop hath made choice of
to bring this great defign about,
are fuch, fo firred and adapted to
to our Cafe and Condition, and
fo agreeable to the Nature of rea-
fonable Creatures, that if a difin-
tereffed and unprejudiced Perfon
were to {peak his Mind, he would
fay, That neither the Wit of Men
nor Angels could find out a more
agreeable and effe€tual means for
the recovery of the World, than
what is already made ufe of in
the contrivance of the Gofpel.
For here Gop hath confulted the
Weaknefles, Infirmities, Prejudices
and Imperfections of Mankind,
which they had contracted by a
long Degeneracy and Corruption,

E 3 and
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and Corruptlon and which were
become fo inveterate and deeply
radxcated as not to be removed
bue by fuch a Difpenfation as
might {o far gratific Humane Af-
fcé’flons and natural Propenfions,
as mlght be confiftent with the
Honour and Sandtity of ‘the Di-
vine: Nature. And this is that
‘which St. Paul calls the Fooltﬂme/s of
Pr eacbmg, 1 Cor. 1. 21. For after
that, “in the Wifdom of God, the

‘Warld by Wifdom knew not God it
f pleez]ed Gad by the Fooliffmefs of Preach-
‘tng to [ave them that believe. Which
‘,'15 not {o to be underflood, as if

the @ewan World had no know-

ledge- of the one only true Gop,

'the Creator and Governour of all
_'thmgs (forthen the Apoftle would

have contradiéted what he

had

'ilald in another place, f1{om 1. 19.
where he fays the = yrosty 75 e,
that ‘which is knowable, or may

be

T

r————
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be known of Go p, was manifeft
within them ) but 'that the gene-
rality of the World- before Chri-
ftianity , - by their natural Lighe
and Contemplation of the Works
of Gop, did not attain to fuch a
Practical Knowledge of Goo, as
mlght both free them from Idola-

try, and effectually bring them to
a Holy Life ; to both which ends
Chriftian Religion was deﬁgned of
Gonp that it fhould attain : There-
fore it pleafed God [ by the foolifbnefs
of ‘P;ezcbmg] to fave them that be-
lieve, i. e. by away of condefcen-
dmg Wifdom, gratifying all our
innocent Propenﬁons and accom-
modating it felf fo far to the radi-
cated and inveterare Prepofitions
of Humane Minds.

To give fome Inftances of this
condefcendmg Wifdom ; befides
the general Impurity and Cor-
ruption of the Lives of Men,

E 4 a

- d
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a Learned Jewifth Author gives this
Account of the Pagan Polytheifm
and Idolatry ; ¢ The Idolaters

el sy,  ({ays he) firft argued thus in re-

L r.c 4
b. 4638.

‘fpe& of Gopo; That fince he

¢ was of fuch tranfcendent Perfecti--

¢ on above Men, it wasnot poflible
¢ for Men to be umted to, or have
¢ Communion with hlm other-
‘wife than by means of certain
¢ middle Beings or Mediators ;
“as it is the manner of Earthly
¢ ngs to have Petitions conveyed
‘to them by the hands of Medi-

“ators and Interceflors. Secondly,
¢ They thus argued alfo in refpe&
“of themfelves; That being Cor-
¢ poreal, fo that they could not
“apprehend Gop abftradtly, they

‘muft needs have fomethmg {en-
‘fible to excite and ftir up their
‘Devotlon, and to fix their ima-
gnauons upon. Herebeing then
fo cany a Prepoffn{ﬁon ‘and gene-
ral

=S

¢  flitute and appoint One Mediator’
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ral debauching of Men’s Minds,
Divine Goodnefs and Wlfdom
hath fo condefcended to Humane
Frailties and Inclinations, asinftead
of that multitude of M ddle Beings
or Mediators (which Apuleius calls,

57

Inter terricolas Calicolafque Ve&ores De Deo

hinc precum, inde donorum, qui ultro
citroque pertant, binc Petitiones inde
Suppetias : A kind of Carriers be-
tween the Inhabitants of Heaven
and Earth, who travelling] to and
fro, carry our Prayers and Petiti-
ons thither, and bring from thence
Gifts and Supplies for us) to con-

between God and Man, the Man Chrif?
Jefus, who offers up our Petitions,
and intercedes with Gobp and
procures Bleflings and Favours for
us. By his Intervention we re-
ceive {eafonable Supplies for all our
Exigences and Neceffities here, and

he takes care to conduct us at laft
to

Y Socratis.
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to that Immortal Glory that he
himfelf is now pofleffed of. And
that we may not err in transferring
our Worfhip upon the Creature,
upon the Account that we can
have no abftracted Conception of
Gop, and in this our Earthly
State need fomething to invigorate
our Devotion, and fix our Imagi-
nation upon, Gop hath cloathed
himfelf with our Flefh and Blood,
and taken into a near Union with
himfelf the Soul and Body of our
Lord Jefus ; fo that though rude
and ignorant Mortals might fancy
Gop as a pare and immenfe Spi-
rit too, raifed an Object for them
in this their degenerate Condition to
haveany Conception of, yet what is
fenfible and vifible and congenerous
with themfelves, they muft needs
have an apprehenfion of, and fuch
is the Body of our Lord Jefus,
which is the Temple wherein now

the

W
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the Divinity is enfhrined, and
wherein the Schechinab or glorious
Majefty and Prefence of God -re-
fides and manifefts ic felf. - Which
is a clear Inftance of the conde-
{cending Wifdom of Goo, which in
compliance with the Prepofleffions
and Miftakes of Mankind, where-
in they were fatally and inexrica-
bly involved, hath provided a vi-
fible Object of their Worthip and
'Adoration, by uniting himfelf wich
Humane Flefh. I might inftance
in divers other Congruities, wherein
Chriftianity is {o exquificely fitced
to redeem the World from the
Tyranny of Satan, and yet to gra-
tific even in-a fenfible manner all
the more innocent Propenfions
-and Inclinations of Mankind : But
I fhall have occafion to take no-
tice of fome in the Progrefs of my
Difcourle. ;

It
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It will now be requifite to take
a more near and intimate view of
the frame and contexture of Chri-
ftianity, wherein we fhall with ad-
miration behold a mighty con-
gruity with our natural Faculies,
and 2 wonderful compliance all
along with our Infirmities and
Weceflities.  For what can be
thought more becoming and rea-
fonable, than

1. That fome extraordinary

Perfon fhould be fent from Hea-

ven, who fhould in the moft con-

vincing manner affure Men of the
Will of God? Now this is already
done; For by the Gofpel we are
affured that Jefus Chrift, the only
begotten Son of G oo hath appear-
ed upon Earth to declare his Fa-
ther’s Will unto Men. And by
this way of proceeding, Gop not
only conciliates Reverence and E-

flcem to the Doérine that was
deli-

¥
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delivered, but gives an evident
and mighty demonftration of his
infinite Love and Goodnefs, and
that he is really defirous of Mens
eternal Happinefs and Welfare. In
that the Will of Gop was difco-
vered and made known by a Per-
fon fo near and dear to him as his
own Son, is a {ufficient ground of
Reverence and Efteem. Since all
People in the World have ever re-
ccived a Meflage from Heaven with
the higheft Veneration, and fo
much the more as the Perfon that

delivered it was of higher and

greater worth. And this was fo
general a Perfuafion, that the moft
famous Law-givers amongft the
Pagans, that they might make their
Laws pafs the better, and find a
more ready Acceptation with the

People, they feigned {ome Hea-

_venly Power or other to be Author
of them. And what was but pre.

tended

61
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tended by them, was really and

truly performed by our bleffed
Saviour, who being the eternal
Son of Go o, clothed himfelf with
Fleth and Blood, and afferted his
Commiflion to be from G o p, and
was owned by a Voice from

.~ Heaven to be what he declared

himfelf. And left this {hould not
be enough to convince the World,
and through their grofs Infidelity,
they fhould not give that reve-
rence and ready compliance that
is due to fo great a Majefty ; be-
fides, the reiterating this Voice at
two other times before unfufpeéted

Witnefles, Go » endues our Lord

and Saviour with fuch a miracu-
lous Power as no Man ever had
before. So that it was truly faid

of him by the Multtude, upon the

cafting out of a Devil, Mat. ¢.33.

That it was never [o feen in Hrael.

Here was fufficienc Evidence to
o prove

T
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prove that Chrift was fent from
Gop. But that there might be
nothing wanting to give the higheft
certainty that fo great a Truth is
capable of, after the Jews had put
Jefus to Death as a Deceiver, Gop
openly vindicates his Innocency,
by raifing him from the Dead,
by which we have all the aflurance
imaginable, that what our Lord
fpake and did in his Life-time,
he aéted by divine Defignation
and Appointment.

2. It appears very realonable
that this Perfon whom Gop in-
trufts with the Delivery of his Will,
{hould fhew us by his own Ex-
ample whar kind of Life ic is that
G oo requires of us, and which
will at laft procure our happinefs.
For by how much the more Ex-
amples prevail with Men than na-
ked Precepts and Perfuafions, by
fo much the more will this Divine

~ Perfon

i ——
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| Perfon ‘confult our Frailties and
Infirmities, who are with greater
eafinefs allured to walk in that
Path wherein we have feen ano-
ther go before us. And fuch a
courfe as this will give great Eafe
and Relief to the Minds of Men,
that G op requires no Impoffibi-
lities of them, when they fee one
dwelling in their own Nature,
and furrounded with the fame In-
firmities, and yet living up ex-
actly to the Rules of that Divine
Life he prefcribes to others,

And in this Example of Chrift,
there is a double Convenience,

1. Here we are taught in a fa.
miliar way, by one of the fame
Fleth and - Blood with our felves.
When the Will of Gop was deli-
vered upon Mount Sinai to the
Jews, it was in {uch aterrible and
amazing manner, that the People
were affrighted -and aftonifhed ac

1€,

[
|
l
|
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and terrible things to caufe a hor-
ror and dread in weak :and frail
Mortals, Therefore it is infinitely
more agreeable and defirable thac

" Gop fhould manifeft his. Will in

the mildeft, {weeteft, and moft
attraétive manner, which could no
better way be dore, than thae this

Perfon who came from him fhould

be cloathed with Flefh and Blood.
For hereby our Weaknefs- is con:
fulced, and we have a mighty com.
fort in our greateft Streights and
Neceflities, being aflured (s the
Scripture {peaks, Fleb. 4. 14, 16.)
That we have not fuch an Hight Prieft
that cannat be touched with the. feeling
of owr Infirmities, but fuch an one as

was i -all. points tempted as we e,

though (mithout Sin. . And. becanfe
“throughs: a fenfe.of our own Guil-
| tinels; e afe apt-to be aftaid of

. .ahe ‘Majefty: .of Gow , and dare

not
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not approach unto him ; Now,
that he condefcends to vifit us in
our own Likenefs, and inftruét us
by orie of our Brethren, we come
boldly to the Throne of Grace,
that we may obtain Mercy, and
find yxer as etxyesy Cotdzar  (Grace
for feafonable Relief. - = -
2. In the Example of Chrift

we fee what little regard is had of

all thofe things which the carnal
and fenfual Man fo much prizes
and values ; and that the Divine

"and Heavenly Life is no part of

any of thefe things. Such as Pride

and Vainglory, Worldly Power,

and Dominion, Covetoufnefs, and §
an immoderate defire and hanker- §
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.And therefore our Lord chofe not
-to.be_born in a {plendid manner,
‘but of 2 poor- Virgin that had bue
‘a pairof Turtle-Doves to offer for
‘his Redemption, ‘and to be” Cra-

ing after fenfual Pleafures. Thefe ¢
are things that debale, inebriate, |
and intoxicate the carnal Mind, |

and from which lufcious and pow-

_erful Inefcations our Lord and Savi- |
. our came to:loofe and fet'us

free.

And |

= dled in 2 Manger  among the
 meaneft of his Creatures.

atures.  And as
his Birth was humble and mean,

“fo all his Lifetime he refufed all
. Earthly - Splendor and Glory; To
“inftru&” us, That! the true Ad-

vancement "and?Pctfg&ion of our
Souls confifts in the loweft and
moft humble Refignation of them-

{elves to the Will of Gop. And

that the more unaffeted a2 Man

lives to the _ComPlacencies “and
Delights of the Animal Life, the

more he Spiritualizes his Soul, and

makesit capable of enjoying Com-

munion with Gop, -
Our moft Holy Lord never co-

“veted after Earthly Riches aad
- Poffeffions, that he mighe lead our

F 2  Minds

67
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“Migids’ frop this Dunighil o the
Faif - Manfions: of Heaven, and
“{Hevi. us that Man Lves not by Bread
“alone, but by évery Word that proceeds
oat’ of the Mourh of *God,  The
‘whale ‘coutfe of his Life was.a con-

‘tirniied . contradiction of ‘the ﬂatteir-

ing Bléafures of Flefh and Blood,

“and 2" perpetval flighting and ug- |
‘dervaluing all ‘that which the |

"World calls’ Flappinefs, teaching
i1 that the titie diviné Life (though
it "be not accompanied with any
Earchly Advarkages, fuch as Ho-
‘nopr, and Wealth, and Power) is
more dearand’ valuable in' Gop’s

Eyes, .than any thing in the whole

‘compichenfion of Nawure be

s

O

3.1t {eemis further mighty a-
greeable and confentancous to Rea-

~fon; ‘that fince Mankind “had fo

“Foully revolted from Gos, and §
lapled fo deeply from the eterrial §
TR 87 Laws §

13
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Laws of Righteoufnefs, there
{hould be fome effectual courle
found onr, whereby to dertioi
firate the Anger and Difpleafure
of Go p conceived againft Sig, and
withal to reconcile the World un-
o bimfet,
" Though it be true, that it is no
breach of Law or Juftice for'a Per-
fon to recede from his Right, yet
God being the fupream Governour
of the World, if hé fhould have
pardoned Sin upon no Terms, of
upon fuch as had been 1i§ht and
trifling, it would have em oldned
Men in_ their Wickednefs, fince
they could obtain their Pardon at
{uch a cheapand cafie rate. There-
fore Gedin hisinfinite Wifdom,that
he might {hew his extream hatred
of all Sin and Evil, and the rioft
powerfully wind off Men from it,
he takes this way, viz, Thit his
only begotten Son fhould offer up
F 3 his
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his Life for the Redemption of the
World, and that his Death fhould
be an Expiatory Sacrifice for all
Mens Sins.
Whereby God both - difcovers
to us the ugly and polluted na-
ture -of Sin, and his juft Difplea-
fure againft it, in that ftrange
way he has taken to punifh it by
the Death and Paffion of his only
begotten Son; And withal, takes
away all jealous and mifgiving
Thoughts out of our Minds, and
quiets our Confciences, by fhew-
ing that he is no Adamantine and
Rocky, no Implacable and Inex-
orable Being, that is for ever deaf
to the pitious Complaints of the
miferable and Calamirous, but will
take us again into Grace and Fa-
vour upon our Submiffion and
Repentance. ~—~ ~

- Mort: |

i
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‘Moreover, in this Sacrifice of
the Death of Chrift, there was a
manifeft condefcenfion and pur-
}So{ed compliance with that early
Perfuafion fo univerfally rooted
in the Minds of all Nations of the
World, That the offended Numen
was only to be appeafed by Sacri-
fice. And this was the Reafon

the Gauls gave for their Sacrificing

71

of Men; Provita bominum nifi Vita cafar.

bominis reddatur, non poffe Deorum
Tnmortaliwm Numen  placari arbitra-
bantur: i. e. They thought the
Anger of God could not other
wife be averted, unlefs the Life of
fome Man were offered as a Piacu-
lar Sacrifice for the fafety of the
ret. Now our Lord, by his
Death, extricated. Men from this
infulting Pride and Cruelty of the
Devil, in his barbarous Ufage and
infinite Contempt of humane Race;
and the theding of his Blood be-

F 4 came

Comment.
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came a real Propitiatory Sacrifice,
to appeale the Anger of Gon,
and to obtain Terms of Recon-
ciliation and Peace with him for
~all his lapfed Brethren.

4~ It is highly reafonable thac
this Preacher of Righteoufnefs, the
Perfon who fhould undertake to
bring back the ftrayed Souls of
Men to their Obedience to God,
fhould have all Power com-
mitted into his hands both in
Heaven and Earth, For fince he
humbled himfelf fo far as to take
upon him the form of a Servant,
and vilifi'd his own Life in com-
parifon of that great benefic that
would zaccrue to the World by his
laying it down, and {ubmitted to
the ignominious and accurfed
Death of the Crofs, Divine Juftice
was concerned to Reward thefe
Exinanitions with a proportiona-
ble Glory, ~“And that -he might

o be
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be inftated in a capacity to Re«
ward his faichful Friends and Ad~
hererits, and Punifh his: refractary-
and ftubbern Enemies; it became
neceffary that he fhould have the
Government of Heaven and Earth
put into his hands. For this 1§
a great Security to us, That opr
Lord is able to make good what-
ever he has promifed to his Ser-
vants, and a powerful Encourage-
ment to us to perfevere and goon
to the end in Vertue, though we
afs through many TFroubles and
Afficions. And being thus made
God's Vicegerent, we cannot doubt
bur he wilt order all Affzirs of the
World for the good of his Chureh,
and at laft remarkably Triumph
over 2!l the Powers of Darkeefs. * .
You fee stow the reafonablenefs
and becomingnefs of the ‘Frame
of Religion, and how fuitable afid
agrecable it is to our Capacitids
and
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and Neceffities. All which, w
St. Paul had confidered, he ,bre}alil;
%n: into a kind of Admiration
om. v1.33. O the depth o :
Riches both of the I/Vt/dom-l:znd [f(‘notzi‘f
ledge of God! How ‘unfearchable are
bis Judgments, and bis ways paft find-
ing out! Gop being an infinite
Wifdom , has various ways and
methods of Governing and Order-
ing his Creatures far above .our
{hallow Comprehenfions ; But the
way of recovering Men is that
u{hlch he has made choice of, and
difcovered o us by Jefus Chrift
in which there are fuch eafie com:’
Ph@nces with thofe inveterate Pre-
judices the World laboured under
and fuch apt Condefcentions to
Humane - Nature, as when the
w!lole_’ Frame and Contexture is
laid - open t‘;) an entire view, we
cannot wonder that the. Is de.
fire -to look into it e Angels de-

"Whic.h -

Which plainly {hews, that Re-
ligion is no confufed Jumble or
Nonfence , but a Contrivance
wherein appears the greateﬂ: Art
and higheft Wifdom in the World.
And if all fober Perfons admire
the infinite Wifdom of God in the
Works of Nature, as the creation
of the Sun, Moon, and Stars; they
have much more reafon to ftand
amazed at this great Work of the
New Creation, or recovery of
Mens Souls to their firft and Ori-
ginal Happinefs. And if we can
give a fatisfactory Account of the
Order and Management of the fe-
yeral Phanomena of Providence in
the natoral World, fo in like
mannet there is 2 very reafonable
Defence to be made for the Con-
crivance and Conduct of Affairs

in the Moral.
A DE-
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Eor I am not afbamed -of tbe"éojp}z
o of  Crifp—— L

o 'Hat"“t_her'c is no unreafo-
nablenefs in" the Frame

~ and Compofition of Chti-

fhianity, buc that it is infinitely” a-
_greeable and fuitable to our Cale
‘and Neceffities, we have clearly
“demonflrated : It remains, nOW
" that we Thow with' the faime Plain-
e nefs,

‘g:




nefs, that there is nothing dif-
~agreeing with found Reafon in the
Doctrines contained in i, that {o
_we may fee that upon neither of
‘thefe two™ Accounts we have an
‘caufe to be afhamed of the Gofpel
of Chrift. S
. The Bodines of Chriftianity
confift either,* - . -
~- 1« OF fuch things as are to. be
believed as Articles of Faith, Or,
~ 2, Of fuch things as are com-
manded as Duties and Matters of
-our Practice, Or, L
3. Of Promifes of great Re.
wards to them that fhalf be Obe.
dient, and fevere Punifhments and
. Threatnings . to the Stubborn and
“Rebellious, who refufe to walk
_according to thofe Rules laid down
-n the Gofpel. - - -
... As to the Articles of Faith, we
~Thall briefly run over fomeé of the
_Shief of them, thar it may appear
= ) R
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‘how confériant they are to the light

of our own Reafons and Undgr.
ﬁ%{}ihﬁ our bleffed Saviour fhould
be born in an unufual and extra-
6rdinary manner of a pure and
immaculate Virgin ; ‘.that there
fhould be an Apparition of An-
gels at his Birth ; that the Wife
Men of the Eaft fhoul.d have no-
tice and come to fee him, are all
things fo highly becoming, that
we {hould wonder if the fame, or
fomething like them, had_ not been
done. For our Lord being to be
the greateft Perfon. that ever ap-
peared in the World, and being
defigned to be the faircf’c Copy of
a Holy and Pure Life, and to cor-
re&t all the carnal .E.xoybltanf:cs
“and Corporeal Impurities in VthCh
Mankind wallowed, asif theiron-
ly Felicity had conﬁﬂ:e-d in th.e
~higheft and rankeft Exercife of tk:llr
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-Animal Powers, it was very agree-

‘able that his Birth thould be diffe-
Tent _from the common manner.
!And that he Thould: have no other
;Ea.ther bue God, was a way very
rﬁntzblc.;_ to gain 2 greater Autho-
11ty to thole Holy Preeepts that he
ﬂzould deliver to the World ; this
:Ab_emg the univerfal Sence of Man-
‘kind, that: there is the greateft Re-
-¥erence ‘due-to -what any Perfon
“nearly mhwd to God communi-
cates. . And that the Angels thould

-nfher in: his wonderful Nativity

aich a folemmn Anthem, is no more

-than what ferved to enhance and
~ ‘m; ifo.rfh‘;;hc? Eminency, Value, and
.Dignity of his Perfon, who was to

be the great: Prince of Angels as

~well as Men ;- and in thar Chri

~'was-defigned. to be: the Hope Of;fl:
v»dlc;‘?ndsqu'; the Earth, :and the Per.
-fonin whotir the Génsiles fhould
wruft; dhough: the: Magi: or Wife-

Men
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Men intended no f{uch thing, yet
it may well feem a Prefiguration
of that chearful Submiffion the
Gentile World {hould yield to him

. as their Prince and Redeemier; {o

{oon as he fhould come to be mani-
fefted to them.

And that Chrift fhould appear
in the World like one of us,
Cloached with Flefh and Blood, is
more fuitable to our State and Con-
dition, than if God fhould fpeak
by an Angel, or a Voice from
Heaven. For fince many Trou-
bles, Affli¢tions, and Tribulations
attend us in our way to Immorta-
liry, it cannot bus be a greater
encouragement to us to bear them
with Patience, when we fee our
moft Holy and Innocent Lord fuf-
fer 2 World of Reproaches and

' Indignities, and much hard ufage

before he entred into his Glory.
Nor is it any more unbecoming
G or

© e e ma

81




83

A Defence of = Ser.Ill
orunworthy the Majefty.of God to

unite: himfelf with 2 Humane Bo-

dy, which his own bands have fa-
[bioned, and which is fearfully and
wonderfully made, than it ‘was for the
Divine:Prefence to take up its Re-
fidence in the Jewillr: Temple,
and dwell in 2 Houle of Stone:
Laftly, That Jefus Chrift thould
be made the vifible Judge of Men
and Angels, is' no lefs congruous
and rational. - . i
1. In refpe@ of himfelf, this
Honour and Trivmph of the Di-

vine Life being 2 jult Reward of

his. voluntary Sufferings and Humi-
liation; which is the Account our

. Saviour Chrift gives himfelf, Fobn

§.27. And batk given bim Authority
to execute Judgment alfo, becaufe be is
the Son of Man. . Thar is, becaufe
he. humbled himfelf to fo high a
degree as not only to- take upon
him our Fiefh and Blood with all

its
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its harmlefs Infirmities and Imper-
fections, but endured with won-
derful Patience. the Contradiétions

of Sinners, the opprobrious Taun-

tings.and Revilings of a Rude Ge-
neration, and fubmitted himfelf at

laft to a Death full of Pain, Ig-

nominy and Difgrace. . -

2. In regard of wicked Men and
Devils ; For this vifible Appear-
ance of Jefus Chrift in {o {olemn
2 manner, attended with innume-
rable Legions :of :mighty Angels,
defcending into thefe lower Regions
near the Earth, the Glory of whofe
Prefenee will be confpicuous ro all
the Woild, muft needs be a: very
{enfible.:Conviction to all Wicked
Per{ons .af the Folly of their Do-
ings; when théy {hall fee the fame
Jelus that delivered the Will of
God to ‘them, :now come to - call
them to-an account for net obey;
ing it. And.fince there snay be,
o G2 and
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and doubtlefs are many Scoffing,
Atheiftical Spirits in the Aerial Re-
.gions as well asthere on Earth, who
afcribe all great Mutations in the
World to Chance and Fortune, or

the neceffary - Combinations of E

Matter, this appearance of our
Lord and Saviour in fuch a vifi-
ble manner, according to the fure
Predictions of the Holy Scriptures,
will effectually confute their vain
Philofophy, and force them even
againft their Wills to acknowledge
the Interpofition of a Divine Power
and Providence. Neither will ic
be a lefs afflidting Abafement of
the infulting: Pride of thar Old
Serpent and his Rebellious Affoci-
ates, who {o long Tyrannized over
Mankind with fuch Contempt and
Scorn, to feel themfelves caft down

. into  everlafting. Deftru&ion b

that Nature which they had fo
much vilified and abufed. .

;.'In
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3. Inrelpe& of thofe who have
been faithful Adherents of Chrift
Jefuus, and firmly perfifted in Good-
nefs, notwithftanding the many
difcouragements they met withal,
his Appearance in fuch a fenﬁble
manner will be exceeding com-
fortable and joyful; for they be-
holding him coming down from
Heavér:: with fuch tranfcendent
Power and Glory, muft needs over-
flow with tranfports of Joy, to find
that now their Redemption will be
fully compleated : For what may
not they hope for at his hands,
who is both their merciful Re-
deemer and their Judge 2 And this
nvery fight of their long-e)ggeé’ced
Saviour, willinvigorate their Souls
with fuch a high degree of Life,
as fhall, through the inward Ope-
ration of the Divine Spirit, tran{-
form their vile Bodies into the fi-
militude of the glorious Body of

G 3 the
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the Son of God ; and in thefe fiery
Chariots like FElijab, they fhali a-
fcend from thefe morral Regions
to augiment the Train of this great
and Almighty Judge. So every
way agreeable are the Articles of
our Chriftian Faith.

2. We come now tc the fe-
cond Part of the Do&rines of
Chriftianity, which confifts of fuch
things as are commanded as Du-
ties and mateers of our Pra&ice.
Which are only a reviving the na-
tural Infcriptions and Laws of
Righteoufnefs Engraven upon our
Souls at their firft Creation: For
it cannot be thought but that that
long Degenericy we lay. “under,
and the powerful and vigorous
growth of our Animal Faculties
muft exceedingly impair, -if not
wholly obliterate the fair Impreffes

of the-Divine Nature upon us,

fo thar-we have:need to have ali
N = thofe

“own Souls.

thofe eternal Rules of Righreouf:
nels and Holinefs to be laid down
to us afrefh. And the manifefta-
tion of the Duties and Obligations
that Chriftianity lays upon us, is
the exfufcitating and raifing up that
decaying, and almoft dying f{park
of Divine Life yet left 1 us, and
which may gain fuch firength
by the powerful energy of the Spi-
rit of Chiift, as to confume or
convert into its Nature all that
Rubbifh which hindred and ob-
ftru&ted .  And according to
thefe Meafures the Commands and
Laws of Chriftianity are framed,
fo that they are a part of the an-
cient InrelleGual Furniture of our
For {urely, therecan

be nothing more natural and con-
fiftent wich our rational Frame,
than to Love and Honour God,
from whofe infinite Fulnefs, ~we
and all things, received their;Beirg,

' G 4 with
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with all our Hearts, and with all
our Strength : To depend upon
him for all our Supplies, and to
acknowledge our own Nothing- |
nefs, that all that we have pro- &
ceeds and flows from his inex-
haufted Bounty : To fic quiet and
contented under the various Dif
penfations of his Providence, and
to bring our Minds into 2 Subor.

-dination and petfe&t Conformity
to his Holy Will in all things.

And as Chriftianity enjoyns us
to pay all Duty, and Service, and
Obedience to God, fo it ftrictly
Commands all manner of Juftice
-and Righteoufnefs to others ; for-
bidding all harm and Wrong to any
thing living, and inftead of that,

‘Tequiring every Man in his feveral

Station and Capacity to do all thae
Good that at any time lies in his

"Power. To bekind and compaf-

 fiondte, forgetting and forgiving

all
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a1l manner of Injuries done unto
us, and returning Good for th¢
Evil that we have received.
Furthermore, Chriftianity com-
mands us to avoid all Lying and
Hypocrifie, as things beneath the
excellency and dignity of our Na-
ture, and to {peak the Truth in
fincerity -and {inglenefs of_ Heart.
To banifh out of our M.mds all
Malignity, Rancour, Malice and
Envy, as being the moft contrary
to the Nature of God, who de-
lights in the Profperity and Hap-
pinefs of his Creatures ; and there-
fore the Soul of a Chriftian .above
all others is enlarged and widened
with an univerfal Love and Cha-

- rity, readily undertaking the help

and relief of the Neceffitous and
‘Indigent, looking upon all Man-
kind as Brethren, and thcreb)r.](.)y-
ing and delighting in the Felicity
of the whole World.

N ) Now
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Now as to our felves, we are
engaged by the Precepts of our
Holy Religion, to exercife great
‘Temperance and Moderation, So-
briety and Chaftity, in reference
to all Corporeal Satisfactions and
Delights :  Not to defile and pol-
lute our felves with debauched and
fenfual Pleafures, but to remember
that our Souls once came from the
pure and incorruptible Manfions
of Heaven, and therefore, that it
is very unbecoming to {uffer them
to- wallow and tumble in the Dire
and Mire of the Farth.  And fince
we are of a Divine Extra&ion,
Religion puts us in Mind to be.
have our {elves as Citizens of that
Heavenly Country, and to releafe
and withdraw our Affe&ions from
this World, and to think of oyr
recurn thither from whence we
have fo long banifhed our felves,
For certainly nothing fo much effe-

minates,
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minates, debafes, and fhrivels ug
the Mind of Man, as Covetoufnels
and a fordid purfuit of Riches,
rendring it unfit for any Noble
and Generous Aéion, and is really

- the moft defpicable Drudgery and

Slavery that any one can fall un-
der. It were endlefs to purfue
every fingle Vertue that is pro-

ounded and countenanced in the
Rules of Chriftianity ; and there-
fore this may f{uffice to conclude
this Head withal, that there is no-
thing that is truly Heroical and Di-
vine, nothing that is Graceful and
Lovely, and matter of good Re:
port and Praile, but it 15 a past
of the Duty of a Chriftian.

And now we may fafely appeal
to the comimon undesftanding of
all Men , whether any ‘of thefe
things are unreafonable ; or whe:
ther they are not rathet'adapred for
the “advancement of -oufi:Soiils'to

their
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their higheft Perfection. Indeed
if we look upon every thing to be
unreafonable thac goes crofs to our
corrupt Lufts and Affections, and
that any way contradi@s our car-
,ngl and fenfual Defires, then Chri-
ftian Religion will be the moft un-
reafonable thing in the World.
But this were to hecome brutith
and not to difcern what is really
the Advantage and Perfection of
Humane Minds.  For the denying
.thc_ Cravings of our corrupt Ap-
petites, and the dying to our Cor-
poreal Affections, is the cnlivcning
thac better and diviner Part of us
and the afferting our (elves into
our true Liberty and Freedom.
- 3. The third Head under which
-wecomprehended the Docrines of
Chriftianity is, the Promifes of
great Rewards to all thofe thar
fincerely and confcie_ntiouﬂy OBey
the Gofpel ; and fevere Punifh-
“in- ments

RS s T e b i
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ments threaten’d to the Stubborn
and Refractory. We fhall confider
both thefe Parts diftinétly and fe-
verally : I fay therefore, That
God fhould annex Rewards to the
Performance of his Commands,
will appear very reafonable and
becoming, if not wholly necef-
{ary. :
}1’. In regard of the Weaknefs
of our State and Condition. For
that long Degeneracy we lay in un-
der Sin, had through conftant ex-
ercife and continuance of Time,
fo vitiated and weakned our beft
Powers and Faculties , that we
could never, by our own folitary
endeavours rtecover our felves.
And though Vertue be in it felf ex-
ceeding lovely and amiable, and
artractiveof the Hearts of all thofe
whofe Eyes are in fome good mrea-
{fure opened to difcern the Beaucy
of it: Yet the generality of Men
R have
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have the Eyes of their Minds (o faft
clofed, . that the brightnefs and ex.-
cellency-of.it can make no fenfible
Lm’pr§IﬁQL1,’, upon -them.  There.
fore it is not only very becoming
that Evangelical Oecconomy Gop
has fet on.Foor, but neceffary thar
there fhould be fome further pow-
erful encouragement made ufe of.
than what is derived from the na.
ked Contemplation of Vertue .it
l?iﬁ For if Vertue alone be fo
cnarming, it will be much more
‘when it comes accompanied with
the fecurity. of Immortal Glory
f&nd if lome Men can make fucl{
nopeful Beginnings, and overcome
many Difhiculties, 2nd endure much

Hardfhip, for the Atrainment of

Vertue | (as many - of the Ebor

Heathens did, meerly for Vertue’s

lake , withoue any. confideration
‘Qh‘f' Reward) {furely. .there is none
.that can »ﬂmch_ or give back, when

befides

Ser.IL.Revealed Religion. 95

befides the Pleafure of the thing it
felf, there is fo ftupendious a Re-
ward annexed to it. So that in
this Gop hath both confulted the
Weaknefles and Neceflities of Man-
kind, and taken fuch a courfe as
may render the Recovery of his
own Nature in them to become
effeCtual. ) .
2. Gop hath fo attempered
things, that he hath left room fuf-
ficient for Ingenuity to fhow and
exercife it felf ; and they that Love
Gop becaufe he hath propofed a
Reward, do yet in effect do it for
the tranfcendent excellency of his
MNature. Becaufe no Man can
have a certain and affured Hope of
this . Reward, but it muft flow
from the confideration of the infi-
nite Goodnefs and Benignity of
Goo difplayed to the World.
Therefore when Goop has pro-

pofed 2 Reward to'the Love of
' Ver-
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Vertue, it doth not extinguith that
natural Love which the Soul retains
of fo excellent an Obje&, but

heightens and inflames it. The

Reward ferves as a Spur to quick-
en and fharpen our Defire and
Contention after that which we
apprehend has fo much Pleafure
and Satisfa&ion in it

3. Rewards are congruoully
enough annexed to the Laws and
Commands of Gop, that Men
might not look upon him as rigid
and fevere, butas a Being that truly
defires their Good and Well-being.
For Vertue agd Holinefs, and that
new Nature that is required of us
under the Gofpel, being every way
{o ungrateful to Flefh and Blood,
(as tending to the extirpation of
all carnal Defires) if rhere had
been no Rewards propofed, finful

and unworthy Men would have
had jealous and{ulpicious thoughts .

of
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of Gonp, as if he had been either
Severe and Tyrannical, or that
Vertue and Goodnefs had net been
a thing of that Value and Confe-
quence that now we fee it is. Bat
now, by propofing fo ‘great aRe-
ward, and making f{uch ample
Promifes to unfeigned Piety, it
is a clear Evidence that he would
have this to take effect, and that
he is ready to promote it fo far as
may confift with the Nature of
Rational Creatures.

And as for the Commination of
extremeft Punifhments to chofe
that forget Gono, it will appear
no lels reafonable upon thefe two
Accounts :

t. To uphold the Righteous
Government of Gop i the
World, For in that Gop is an
infinite Puricy and Holinefs, and
has endued Men and Angels with
fach- a large=Portion of this his

' H Nat
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Nature, that nothing but their
own pervetle Wills could diveft
them of this happy State, it ishard
to conceive that Govp could, by
any better way, manifeft his ha-
tred and Deteftation of all Sin and
Evil, than by expofing it pub-
lickly to a deferved Punifhment.
For {hould this Pure and Holy Be-
ing never ftep forth in a fignal
and remarkable manner to Punifh
Wickednefs and Vice, bold and

daring Sinners would conclude as

formerly they. have done, Pfdl. 5o.

21, That God was altogether fuch
an one as themfelves : That Sin and
Evil were only Fantaftick Things,
and that G o o did nottrouble him-
felf with the A&tions of Men. Such
Thoughts as thefe caft the higheft
reproach upon G oo and his Go-
vernment and Providence in the
World. And therefore he is in a

vin-
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vindicate :the Juftice and Righte-
oufnefs.of his Proceedings, and to
fhew in fome folemn way his Ha-

tred and Indignation of all Iniquity.

To which we may add, that the
Nature of Men and Angels is {o
framed- as muft neceflarily make
them fit and capable Objects of
G o p’s-diftributive : Juftice.. For

there being fuchia Sui Potefbas, Li-

berty or Freedom in reference: to
their own Adéttons, effential - to
them, they * will' - unavoidably - be
accountable to that Divine Nemefss,
which will never-leave fcourging
and -beating. of: Sin till it have
driven it .quite out of the World.
2. The threatning of . fevere
Punifhments is: a ftrong Curb and
Reftraint to keep :Men off from
thofe” Exorbitances. which -other-
wife their corrupr Natures would
lead them to, chat ‘they cannot be

fo wicked as they.would be.  For

H 2 feayr
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fear and fenfe of Pain, have a
greater force:upon our Minds in
this Earthly State;than the ftrongeft
and - moft refined Deducions of
Reafon. We cannot but fee how
weak-and ineffeétual thofe Humane
Laws are, which have no Punifh-
ment annexed for the Tranfgref-
fors, and by how-much the greater
the Penalty is,. by fo much the
maore cautious it renders the Acti-
ons of Men. - Now, as no Hu-
mane Laws do direétly intend Pu-
nifhment, {o neither do the Laws
of Gop, but this fevere Penalty
is added as a Fence and Security,
and ferves to fright Men out of
the Arms of their Sins, and is a
powerful Bar againft the wild Ex.
curfions of Flefh-and Blood.

‘Having now.fo fully manifefted
that Chriftianity -hath nothing un-
reafonable in it;: whether we look
upon the Frame, “and make of  ic

s in

|
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in General, or whether we refle&
upon the Doctrines contained in it,
we may draw fome few Inferences
from hence. As,

1. That every Chriftian accor-
ding to his Capacity ought to look
upon it as his Duty to be able to
give a Reafon of his Faith. It is
the Apoftles advice, 1 Pet. 3. 15.
Be ready to give an Anfwer to every
Moan that asks youa Reafon of the hope
that is in you. And again, 1 ThefJ.
§. 21. Prove all things, hold faf¥ thar
which. is good. For fince Gop
hath fo far complied with our
Weaknefs, as to fuit the whole bu-
finefs of Religion to our Meafures
and Capacities, and yet made all
its Commands and DoGrines to
bear {o graceful and pleafing a
Harmony. -with our Rational
Frame, he expecs that we fhould
be able to: fay more for it, than.a
Jew for the Mofsical Law , or 2
H ;3 - Turk

..‘.("‘;
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Turk for the: dicoran; or.a Pagan

for his ancient Superflition.  And

yet-fo {upinely: negligent: are the

greateft part of thofe that profefs
Chriftianity, - that they can giveno
better Account why they. are Chri-
{tians, than that it is the Religion
which their Forefathers lived and
died in; or becaufe it is that which
by. Law is ‘eftablifhed amongft
themm; and they have ‘been trained
up from their Infancy in fuch a

Perfuafion ; which isno more than

what multitudes of the greareft
Hereticks have had to plead for
themfelves. - Whereas . Chriftian
Religion bearing in its Face the evi-

‘dent Matks and Charackers of the
cternal Reafon, muft furely admic |
of a better Apology. And the §
great capfe why we do notdifcern |

- thie-beauty and agreeablenefs of it,

muft be attributed to qur Slothful: |
acfsand Negligence, and to the |

prer

prevalency of thofe naughty Af-
fections that we fuffer to lead -us
about. For it is certain, that a
Mind that is puffed up with Pride
and Vain-glory, that is filled with
the Thoughts of the World and
Earthly Vanities, that is funk down
and drowned in bodily Pleafures,
is in no fitter Difpofition to make
a Judgment of Religion, than a
Blind Man to difference and di-
ftinguifh Colours.

2. From hence we fee, That
Goop does not require us - to be-
lieve -without giving us good
Grounds and Reafons. For.Gop
in the ftruture of Chriftianity
adapting it {o far to the Imbecility
and Imperfection of our Nature,
and taking all poffible care for our
Satisfaction, that we may not be-
lieve blindfold without enquiring
or asking a Reafon, it is a fure
fign that he would have us make

‘ - H 4 ufe
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ufe of thofe Faculties that he has
given us. And moreover, the
great Cognation there is between
the- Laws of Religion and the Pri-
mitive Infcriptions of our Souls,
puts us out of all doubt that they
are not the Effects and Refults of
mere - Atbitrarious Will, but the
Products of - immutable and eter-
nal Wifdom. Wherefore,as Goo
has given us our bodily Eyes to
fecure us from harm and danger,
and to dire® us in the feveral
Adtions of our Lives ; {o has he
given us our Reafons and Under-
ftandings to perform the f{ame
Ofhices for our Souls, that our
Eyes do for our Bodies.
3. Laftly; There is no Man
can defpife and undervalue the
Gofpel, but he muft be given over
to a Prophane and Atherftical Spi-
tit. -For fince there appears fuch
fignal Notices and chara&eiftical
%+ 7 Marks
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Marks of Divinity all along in the
Scriptures, and that there is ﬁ}d)
a thing as Juftice and Injuftice,
Truth and Falthood, antecedent
to all Pofitive Laws whatever, and
thefe Notions engraven at their
firft Creation upon the Souls of
Men, it muft neceffarily argue a
ftrange Difeafe and Diftemper of
Mind to contradit thofe things
which are fo {ymmetrical and a-
greeable with their intellectual
Frame. [ confels there are fome
who, as StPaul {peaks of the Gentiles
or Pagans, Rom. 1.18. do, niv dré-
St v advug xovixers unjuftly de-
tain and imprifon the Truth ; that
whereas their natural Faculties fug-
eft to them the Being of 2 Gon,
and that this All-perfect Being can
communicate his Will and Pleafure
to us Mortals, yer will rather ftu-
pifie, befot, and bedead the choiceft
Powers of their Souls, than fuffer
S them

rYY
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them to entertain 'a Truth fo un.
complying. with their carnal Lufts
and Affeétions. ~ And this the
~fame Apoftle exprefles in another
place, 2 Thef]. 2. 10. By not recei-
ving the Love of the Truth, i.e. not
- carrying fuch a pliable, ducile and
fequacious Temper of Mind, as
ought to receive and embrace what
is fo congenerous with it felf, And
nothing fooner throws the Soul in-
to this forced and preternatural
State wherein it lofes chat Griterion
that thould diftinguifh between
Good and Evil, Truth and Fal-
{fhood, than Senfuality, and the
love of the Animal Life. For
this petrefies, ftiffneth, and makes
the Mind fo infenfible and obdi:.
rate, as not to be rouzed up and
awakened with the Voice of Thun-
der.  Wherefore when Religion is
made {o fully unexceptionable, to
deride and fcoff atitas a mean, je-

june,
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june, and contemptible Thing a-
gainft all the Sence and Reafon
that ever Mankind was endued
withal, is as horrid a piece of Im.
piety as any one can be guilty of ;
and will at laft lead to the un-
comfortable Chambers of eternal

Deftruction.

A DE.
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Sermon IV.
Rowm L 16,

For I am not ajbamed of the Goﬁel
qf Chrift

E have taken away
(in what has been
already - difcourfed

from thefe Words) the two firft
Caufes or Grounds which may in-
duce 2 Man to be afhamed of any
Matter or Doérine propounded
to gain -belief to it' And they

were,
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{21 2 Good and Benefit as that of
the whole Race of Men, of what
1 Rank, or Quality, or Condition
telligible, i. e. if it be not delivered foever they were, muftof neceffity
in; fuch;plain and eafie terms as be fo contrived, that it may be
that thofe to whom it is delivered underftood of ‘all. - For the Will

may underftand it. Now, asto '  can never clofe with, receive, or

‘a0 A Defence of Ser.lV. |

were, if it were neither true nor |
reafonable. - - e

3. The third is, if it be not in-

fhlfPanCular, we {hall lay down = embrace that which the Under-
this conclufion, That Chriftian Re- ftanding has no apprehenfion or

legion; ﬁ) fqra; concerns the Salvatim - knowledge of. If ‘the Apoftles,
of Mankind, isfo plain and open, that - when they firft Preached the Gofpel,
the “moft mean and vulgar fori may . had told the People fuch high: and
underftand it.:  And this we fhall § myfterious things as their {hallow
prove not. enly very reafonable Capacities could frame: no Intelhi-
that'it fhould be fo, bur abfolute- gible Idea’s of, they might as well
,l)’_ neceflary and could not be other. have {poken in an unknown Lan-
wife. And that upon thefe Ac guage, and. that doubtlefs would
gounts. .. -, -, o have done their Auditors but lietle
AR Y C_hriﬁianity was given to be good, But fince the far more nu-
the Religion of all Men, not only merous part of the World were
of Philofophers and Statefmen, bug Perfons of no great depth of Un-
of the meapeﬂ: and moft unlearned derftanding, Religion ought prin-
Perfons in the World. Now that cipally to be fitted for them, and
which was defigned for .fo univer- confequently muft be made Ve’{r;y

- fal ) ealie
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eafte to be underftood in all thofe
things that were abfolutely necef-
fary to ‘their Salvation, otherwife
1t would be of no benefit to them.
Our Lordand Saviour tells St. Panl,
Afts 26 18. that he fent him #o
open Mens Eyes, that is, to inform
their Under fandimgs, and to turn them
from Darknefs to Light, aud from
the Power of Satan unto God. But
which way fhould the Apoftle do
this - It muft be by plainne(s of
Speech, and by fuiting his Argu-
ments to the common Apprehen-
fion of chem that heard him. For
an Argument- that aMan does not
underftand éan no more prevail
upon him, than Sampfor’'s Riddle
could feed the Philiftines with
Honcy. 2 |
~-2. Chrifian Religion has the
Nature of a2 Covenant, and is often
called fo ; therefore the Terms of
which it confifts, ought to be fo
S Plajn ,

e S

-—
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plain, as that every one concerned
in it may underftand them. Now
a Covenant (as every one knows)
is a mutual Compact or Agree:
ment, wherein each Party obliges
him({zIf to the Performance of fome-
thing : Thus in this new Covenant
of the Gofpel, G op engages to be-
ftow on Men many great and in-
eftimable Bleffings and Benefits,
and we promife to be obedient to
his Commands, and to walk up
fincerely to that which he has made
the Condition of our Salvartion.
But now, how fhall we come to
know either what the Bleflings are
which G o p intends to beftow up-
on us, or what the Duties to which
we are obliged, and which are the
Terms on our fide to perform,
unlefs they are plainly and perfpi-
cuoufly fet forth to the common
Underftanding of Men 2 All the
World is concerned in this Cove-

‘ I nant,
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nant, and therefore Reafon tells
us, that all the World muft un.
derftand what it is, and embrace
it, and receive a benefic by ir, if
it be not their own Faulc.  And
hence we underftand the meaning
of thole words of the Apoitle,
Rom. 10.6, 7,8, Say not in thine
Heart, who [hall afcend up into Hea-
ven, that is, to bring Chrift down from
above? Or who fball defcend into the
deep, to bring up. Chrift again from
the Dead ? For the Word is nigh thee
i thy Mouth, and in thy Heart.—
The Apoftle here tells us, that
there is no Reafon why a Chriftian
fhould imagine that Gop pro-
pounds to him fuch Conditions as
are impofible for him to perform ;
(for the afcending into Heaven, and
defcending into the Deep, is a Pro-
verbial Speech, and ufed to figni-
fie a thing extreamly hard and
difficult; ) For in that Chrift came
S ' from

S iRt s )
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from Heaven, and rofe from the
Dead without any afliftance or hel

of ours, by the fole Power and
Virtue of his Divinity, itis a ma-
nifeft fign that we are not tyed to
Impoffibilities, nor are the terms
of our Salvation intricate and un-
intelligible: But (as it follows )
the Word is nigh thee m thy Mouth,

and in thy Heart: i.e. the way of

Salvation, or the Chriftian Reli-
gion is plain and obvious to all
Capacities to obferve and Pra-
aile.

3. Every Man {hall be accoun-
table hereafter for his Obedience
or Difobedience to the Laws of
the Golpel ; which he could notbe,
if they were {o oblcure and dask,
as that he could have no Appre-
henfion or underftanding of them.
If 2 Law were made in fuch am-
biguous, dark, and perplexed
‘Terms, that an ordinary Capacity

I 2 could
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could not underftand its Sence and
Meaning , it were impoffible to
know when he obeyed, or when
he tranfgrefled : And fuch a Law
‘would either be to no purpofe, or
elfe made with a defign to enfnare
Men ; which can by no means be
attributed to Goop, who is infi-
nite Wifdom and infinite Equiry.
Gonop fent his Son into the World
to publith and declare his Will,

and he having {o much kindne(s

for Men as to die for them, we

may be fure would not fail in re-

prefenting it fo clearly, as that

none fhould have any reafon to
complain that ic was hid from
him.

4. If Religion had been unin-
telligible, it would perfectly have
loft its end and defign, which was

. to recover Men from a {tate of Sin

to a ftate of Righteounine(s.  For,

‘Can a Man be perfwaded by that

which
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which he does not underftand?
Or fhall a Myftery wrapt up
thick Clouds and Darknefs, on
purpofe that it may be unintelli-
gible, make any one ever tllle
wifer 2 The Apoftle St. Paul fpeak-
ing ofthe State of the Gofpel, 2 Cor.
3. 18. ules this Expreflion, We all
with open face beholding as m aGlzz[s,
the Glory of the Lord, are changed in-
to the [ame Image from Giory 1o
Glory. ~ The full meaning of which
words is this, The Gofpel is not
like the Law , which when Mofes
brought down from the Mouat,
he Pﬁt a Veil upon his Face, there
being abundance of Rites and Ce-
remonies , and Types relating ro
our Saviour Chrift, which the
common People underftood no-
thing of : But Chriftianiy 1s open
and plain, having no thadows to
darken and obfcure, and we look-
ing into this and feeing the Glory

I3 of
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of it as perfetly as we can fee our
Faces in a Glafs, are by little and
lite, and long looking upon i,
changed and transformed into the
fame Image and Likenes. Now
this is {poken in reference to the
Plainnefs and Perfpicuity of Reli-
gion, which would lofz the defign
and purpofe for which it was
given, if it had been fo obfcure
that we could have no conception
or meaning of it. For can any
Man in his Wits believe that he can
be changed and transformed b
a Contrivance or Difcourfe that
he is wholly ignorant of > And
St. John aflures us, 1 Job. 1. 5. That
God is Light, and in bim is no Darknefs
at all: i.e, The manifeftation of
Gov’s Will is plain and open,
no obfcurity of Shadows or Types
and Figures, but eafie and intel.
ligible to all, fo far as concerns
their eternal Salvation. By which

i

it is very evident, that Religion
in all things neceflary to bring the
World to everlafting Bleflednels,
is a thing that does not tranfcend
the meaneft Capacity.

But here I forefee there are fOI_ne
no inconfiderable Objections V&thlch
{feem to undermine and invalidate
what has hitherto -been difcourfed,
and thefe being removed and take‘n
out of the way, I {hall conclude
this particular.

Object. 1. It may here be faid,
If the Gofpel, i. e. Chriftian Reli:
gion be {o plain andiﬁtte.d to the
meaneft Capacity, why is it then
called a Myftery : Now a Myltery
is a facred and hidden Picce of
Wifdom, containing under iz fome
great and excellent Truth, and
fuch is the Gofpel, which the Apo-
ftle calls, Eph. 3. 4, 5. The Mjrﬁer)i
of Chrift, which in other Ages was not

1 4 made-
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made_known to the Sons of Men | as
it is now revealed unto bis Holy Apa-
JfHles and Prophets by the Spirit. And
again, Coloff. 1. 26. ltis called the

Myftery which was bid from Ages and
Generations, but now is made manifeft
to the Saints.  Now if (as we fee
the Apoftle tells us) the Gofpel be
fuch a Myfterious thing, how
comes it to be fo plain and ob-
vious (as we have faid) to every
vulgar Capacity ?

In anfwer to this, we muft con-
fider that Chriftian Religion is in-
deed a Myflery, and it is defer-
vedly called fo by the Apoftle ;
bur yet notwithftanding, this does
not hinder, but that it s plain and
open in all things neceflary to Sal-
vation. We fhall therefore firft
fhew the Reafons why it is called
a Myftery, and that it is very re-
quifite it fhould be fo, i e. chat
there {hould be fomething hidden

and

b ZON
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and referved in it, that fhould not
prefencly be difcerned by every
ofcitant and carelefs Perfon; and
then make it appear further, that
it is not difficult to be underftood
in thofe things that are ablolutely
néceﬂary to every Chriftian’s Sal-
vation.

Now, befides that, the Apoftle
exprefly affirms Chriftianity to be
a Myftery, there are many Inftances
which prove it to be fo. There
are many Doctrines which are very
obfcare and difficult to be under-
ftood, fuch as the Divinity of our
Saviour, the Docrine of the Holy
Trinity ; nay, the very Refurrecti-
on of our Bodies is tcrmf,d a My-
ftery, as containing {omething
above common and vulgar con-
ceis and apprehenfions.  And
when we refle upon the different
Sentiments and Perfwafions of

Men about thefe things, it will
| fully
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fully evince fome: obfcurity in Re-
ligion, and that it is not every
where of the fame make, but kas
fome unfathomable Depths, as
well as fhallows that are eafie and
obvious to be Forded, and under-
ftood by 2 mean and ordinary
Capacity.  For it is impofiible
that ever {o many Divifions about
the Dorines of Religion, fo ma-

ny Se&ts of differenc Perfwafions
{hould have arifen, and fo long
troubled and vexed the Chriftian
Church, if all things had been at
firft fight plain am% inzelligible to
every one. Mot to mention the
many Prophecies urtered in the
Holy Scriptures, which are no o-
therwife known but by their events
and fulfilling, and cll then Men
make but uncertain Guefles and
Conjectures about them.

And that this oblcurity in fome
things of Religion is very becom-
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mng

ing the All-comprehenfive Wifdom
of Gop, appears to- be very rea-
fonable, .

1. To conciliate reverence and
efteem to Religion. Should Go»
at once have laid open all the
Pearls of the Golpel to every Car-
nal Eye, they would have been
apt to have contemned and de-
{pifed them, fince it is the com-
mon guife and fafhion of the
World, to efteem that of lictle
worth and value, that cofts no La-
bour and Pains to come at : Where-
as they apprehend fomething more
than ordinary, fome great matter
to be contained in that which is
wrapt up, and kept fecret and re-
{erved  from  common  fighe
Therefore that this great Gift of
G oo might not prove defpicable
and contemptible, he is pleafed to
Veil it in a good mealure, that
Men might not know the worth

of
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of it at once, but that the more
they look into it, the more they
fhould admire the unvaluablenefs
and richnefs of it. It is recorded
of fome of the Kings of Perfis,
that they fhewed themlfelves to
their Subje&s but once a Year,
that they might be more reve
renced and adored, when they of-

fered themfelves to the People’s |

View. And Goo, that he mighe

gain more Reverence and Eftima

von to this infinice Treafure |

wherewith he hath enriched the

World, he keeps a great part of it

hidden, and is not won without
many Prayers and earneft Impor-
tunities, accompanied with great
diligence to fhew unto Men the
glorious Beauty of ir.

2. It is very becoming that
fome things in Religion {hould be
obfcure, and that there fhould be
fome high and raifed Truths above

the

=
5
©
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the level of common Underftand-
ings , that fo all Holy Perfons
might find matter of Delight and
Satisfaction, according to their fe-
veral ftatures and growth in Grace.
Hence St. Jobn 1 Ep. 1.13. {peaks
of Little Children, and Young Men,
and Fathers in Religion ; and ac-
cording to this their feveral growth
and ftature in Chrift Jefus, there
muft likewife be a difference in the
Meat or Food they are nourifhed
withal. A Man is not contented
with that which will nourifh an
Infant, but requires {tronger Mea,
Therefore St. Paul righdy diftin-
guifheth of this, Heb.5. 12,13,14.
For when for the time ye ought to be
Teachers, ye have need that one Teach
you again, which be the firft Principles
of the Oracles of God, and are be-
come fuch as bave need of Milk, and
not of ftrong Meat.  For every one
that wfeth Mulk is snskilful in the Ward

af
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of Qi(gbteoﬂnefs 5 for be is a Babe:
But ftrong Meat belongs to them that

are of full Age Now, that
the Gofpel may be firted for all
thefe forts of Perfons, it is neceffa-
1y that it fhould be furnifhed wich
fuch things as are plain, and which
may be delivered in a Catechetical
way, as things abfolutely neceffary
to the Salvation of every one ; and
then that it fhould be ftored with
higher and more raifed DoQrines
for the gratification of them that
are of full Age in Chrift, who, by
reafon of their growth in the Di.
vine Life, bave their Senfes exercifed
to difcern both Good and Evil. And
accordingly the Apoftle, when he
lays down the Chara&ers of a Bi-
fhop, fays, 1 Tim. 3. 6. that he
muit not be relpuzes 4 Novice, i, e,
one that only knows the firft Ru-
diments of Religion, but is not able
to picrce into the depths of it.

3. That
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3. That there fhould be fome

difficulty in Religion is but reafo-
nable to exercife Mens diligencein
fearching after thefe hidden T'rea-
fures of Wifdom. For ’tis not to
the Carelefs Ofcicant Perfon, butto
the Diligent and Inquifitive that
Goo has promifed an increale of
Wifdom. He that would attain to
Divine Knowledge muft feek ker
as Silver, and fearch after ber as
or hid Treafures, as Solomon long
{ince adviled, Prov. 2. 4. Andour
blefled Saviour in a Parable, Ma.
13. 45, 46. Likens the Kingdom of
Heaven to a Merchant-Man, [ecking
coodly Pearls ; who, when be bad
fourd one Pearl of great Price, be went
and Sold all that be bad and bought
#. All thele things denote our
diligent fearch and careful enquiry
afrer Wildom. Now Go o, that
he might gratifie the innocent de-
fires of Menafrer Knowledge, and

1:1
lm€~
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likewile reward their Pains and
Labour in fearching after i, he
opens and dilcovers to them {uch
Treafures as are concealed from
wicked and carelefs Perfons.

4. And laftly, It feems reafo-
nable that there {hould be fome
choice Pieces of Wifdom and
Knowledge referved to exercile
Mens Minds upon, even in the
very jconclufion and laft Age of
the World. . As Nature has hid
many curious Secrets and greac
Treafures in the Bowels of the
Earth, whereby fhe might have
fomething to imploy Mens Dili-
gence upon, even to the end of
the World ; fo Gop has covered
many Pieces of excellent Wifdom
in the Body of the Scriptures,
that he mighe flill have fome new
thing to offer, fome Treaflures not
yet known to difcover .to all the
Generations of Men, till the Time

come
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come that they fhall know as they
are known.

You fee now in what Sence Re:
ligion may be faid to be fome-
what dark and obfcure, and thac
there are great Realons for ir.
And yet notwithftanding, it is very
plain and eafie to the moft ordi-
nary Capacity in all things abfo-
lutely neceffary to Salvation. So
that "he that believes the Apoftles
Creed, and leads a good Life ac-
cording to the plain Commands
of Gop in the Holy Scriptures,
he does all that which is required
as abfolutely neceflary to Salvati-
on, and if it be not his own Faule,
{hall undoubtedly be faved. For
whatever relates to the true-and
right honouring of Goo, and ‘s
only begotten Son Jefus Chrift, and

|
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to the Duties of -Righteou{nefsv

and Juftice to one another, is very
clearly laid down in the facred

K Scri.
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Scriptures, fo that there can be no
miftake abour it. And for thofe
things that are difficult and tran-
fcend commen Apprehenfions , it
is enough for a Man to believe
them to be the Revelations of
Goup, though he do met under-
ftand the fence and meaning of
them ; provided that he be faith-
ful in the difchdrge of all thole
Duties which are {uited and ficted
to the Capacity of every Chriftian,
and which none can be 1gnorant
of. But though this be enough
to fave 2 Man, yet there is no
Perfon that has means and oppor-
tunities of encreafing in Witdom
and Knowledge, but (if he neg-
%e&. them) he thall be accountable
to Gop for this his neglect. For
to whom much is: given, of bim [hall
much . be required. Therefore, if
we may ;grow wifer in Heavenly
Witdom -and Underftanding, and

o

{hall

fhall wafte thofe precious Oppor-
tunities upon any thing elfe of
lefler Moment and Concernment,
this Carelefnefs will - highly- be
charged upon us. No Man is to
ftand at a flay, but to improve
himfelf in the Knowledge of Chrift,
according to the Opportunities and
Ability thac Gop has given him,
fo that no Man has any Time or
Pains to Spare, though Go b have
made every private Chriftian's
Duty fo clear.

Object. 2. To this that hath
been faid of the Plainnefs and Per-
fpicuity of Religion, it may fur-
ther be objected after this manner,
That if it be fo plain and clear
in all thofe things that are requifite
and meceffary to bring a Chriftian

to Heaven,: then what need_have

we of P,-féachi'ng 2

K 2 Aifw,
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-~ dyifw. To this Objetion we may
reply, thatfince this hath been
made ufe of -by our Adverfaries,
as an Artifice to draw off and
differde unftable Minds from the
true Religion ; yet if there be any
validity in it, it makes as much

againft them as it doth againt us; ;

there being no Se&t or Party, or
Religious Society whatever, buc

hath fome Perfons fer apart to |

prefide over and Minifter in Reli-

ious Offices to thofe of the fame @
But we |
fhall not content our felves with |
this, but ‘more fully fhow, That
though- all things neceflary for the |
Salvation of every private Chriftian §
be fully and plainly laid-down, fo

€t §
a fettled Miniftry (as che cafcyof
things ftands) is not only-needful, g

Bond and Communion.

that therevcan be no miftake,

but cannot be laid afide. And
that for thefe Reafons,

“

& e

1. There

1. There are many weak; and
doubting ~Conlciences amongft:
Chriftians which will want Refolu-
tion ; many that are troubled and
caft down that will ftand in need
of Advice and Comfort. Now
this makes one great part.of . the
work of him that is-appointed for
the Conduct of Souls, to comfort
the feeble minded, and to fupport the
weak. - And though this may bein
fome meafure the. duty of all
Chriftians to one another ;. yet
more efpecially of him who is de-
figned and fet apart to minifter to -
the needs and neceffities of Souls.
Moreover, we fee how vigilant
and induftrious the grand Enemy
of Mankind is, in ftriving by his
Agents and Inftruments to {ubvert
the Faith of . fuch as are not well
grounded, by drawing. them into
Schifms, Factions, and Herefics,
which would be in a great mea:

K3 fure




fure prevented, if Men would con-
{ule their {piritral Guides, whofe
Office it is to Teich and to Inftruét
them. Therefore, fo long as thefe
Needs and- Neceffities of ‘Men con-
tinue, that is, of fuch asare weak;
who will. waint’ Counfel and Ad.
vice's of fuch as are doubtful
who will need Refolution, {olong
there will be a neceffity of an efta.
blifhed Miniftry.  For to whom
can Men better repair than to thofe
that are fet over them, whofe con-

{cientious Faithfulnefs may render |

them fit to be trifted, and whofe
skill and ability in Learning and
Knowledge may make them able
both to inftruct the Ignorant and
convince Gainfayers? - i
2. We cannot but fee:how eafi-
ly- Men are drawn into Sin, and

how prone. they are- naturally to

Viee, notwithftanding the conftant
Admonitions, “and frequent In-
Lo ftructi.
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frructions given -them, and that
great care that is taken to keep
them out of the Snares of the
Devil; and we cannoc but take
/notice, how little all this prevails
upon them, and that yet Sin and
Evil is too apt to get ground and
make advances. What then can
we imagine would be che event
and confequence, if all thefe things
were laid afide 2 If they are hard-
ly now_kept in the due fear and
reverence of Goo by the moft
faithful and ftrong Exhortations
to Piety and Vertug, there can no-
thing elfe be expected but that a
Deluge of Wickedaefs fhould over-
flow the World, when thefe Banks
that ftopped it are broken down,
and all reftraints removed, and
Men left only to the guidance of
their unruly Lufts and Paffions.
This muft neceffarily be the State
of Things, if there were nofettled
K 4 Miar-

#
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Miniftry among us ; and there-
fore the continuance of it is not
only highly beneficial, but there
feems a prefling neceffity for it,
though our Duty be fo plain;-and
all things abfolutely required to
particular  Mens Salvation be fo
clear and manifeft.

Objeft. 3. It may ye.t further
be objefted, If the neceflary things

of Religion be fo plain, how come

Men to walk fo contrary to it?
And why has it {o litde effect in
the World 2 One would think that
thofe ftupendious Promiles of the
Forgivenefs of our Sins, of the
affiitance of Gonp's Spirit, and of
everlafting Joys in the Kingdom of
Heaven, fhould be enough to
quicken Mens Diligence, to enliven
their dull and heavy Minds, and
put them upon earneft Refolutions
and Endeavours to walk conftanty

n
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in thofe Paths that lead to fo defira
ble a Happinefs. By what means
then comes it to pafs, that the
World is no fuller of true and fin-
cere Chriftians ? :
Anfw. Tt is true indeed, and
muft be confefs’d with~all fadnefs
of ‘Heart, that notwithftanding our
Daty is {o clear and manifeft, and
that the Summ of Religion (like
the Prophet’s Vifion, Hab. 2.12.)
is written in fuch legible Cha-
racters that he that runs may read
it, yet it hath not had chatc due
effe upon the Hearts and Lives
of Men as it ought to have. And
although  the unfuccefsfulnefs  of
Religion may be refolved into ma-
ny and different Caufes, yet' I
(hall only inftance in fome which
are moft obvious and frequent : As,
1. Becaufe Men place their Re-
ligion in Opinions and Sets, in
Words and Notions, more than in

the
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the everlafting Rules of Righte-
oufnefs, Charity, Goodnefs and
Truth. It:cannot but be matter
of Sorrow to every fober and fe-
rious Chriftian to fee the Catho-
lick Church rent into fo many
Pieces and Divifions ; one crying
{as of old) .1 am of Paul; and
another, I am of Apolles ; and a
third of Cepbas, as if a Chriftian
were not Baptized into Chrift

~Jefus, but into fome particular

Perfon,whofe Dictates and Perfwa-
fions he moft of all affeed to
follow. Every one almoft lock
ing up the Gates of Heaven with

the Key of his own private Opini-

on, and excluding all them that
cannot compromife with his Judg-
ment and Per{wafion. And thus
they build up again that Partition-
Wall between Few and Gentile,
which, at the Death of Chrift was
rent afunder, to intimate to us,

That

T TR e e -
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That in the Chriftian Religion (as
the Apoftle thaws, Col. 3. 11.)
there fhould be neither Greek nor
Jew, Circumcifion nor Uncircumcifion,
Barbarian, Scythian, Bond nor Free ;
but Chrift fhould be all and i all,
That is, there {hould be no moré
diftintion. of Parties, but all
fhould be of the fame'Mind, pro-
fefling the fame Chriftian Faith,
and owning the fame common Sa-
viour, and fhould be {o united and
incorporated together,as to become
as it were one Myftical Chrift.
Religion lies not in the Brain,
neither is it this or that Opinion
that will bring 2 Man to the Ha-
ven of his defired Happinefs, with-
out the conftant Pradtice of all
Chriftian Vertues, and the indifpen-
fible Dities of the Gofpel of
Chrift. Great Knowledge, with-
out the inward Life and Power of
Religion, is but like the fruitlefs
: Fig-
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Fig-Tree, that fent forth nothing
but: broad Leaves, and renders a
Man fo much the more miferable,
by how much the: more he knew bis
Mafters Will and did it not.. Happy
were it for the. World , if every
Mans Knowledge: would bloflom
into Practice; and bring forth Fruits
anfwerable to_that Holy-and Pure
Religion he: lives under.- . Thereis
no knowledge:in- Chriftianity that
will do aMan any: good unlefs it
be.an-order. to.. Practice:; and he
only is truly Wife whe makes this
ufe of hisKnowledge, thathe may
- become -the better . Chriftian.
Though 1 [peak with the Tongue of
Men: and Angels,- and have not Charity
(fays St.Paul, 1 Cor. 13.1.) I am
become but as. founding. Brafs or a
tinkling Cymbal, - And if 2 Man had
all the Wifdom of the World ep:
tomizd and contain'd within his
own Breaft, yet if he made ufe of
~  this

this for Oftentation, or to gain a
Party, and not for the purifying
his Heart, and enlarging the King-
dom of Gonp in his Soul, his Re-
ligion would be but an empty
noife, and he would find this
building which he has raifed upon
the Sands too weak to hold out
againft the Storms of Troubles
and AfliGions. The Wifdom which
is from above (as St. James informs
us, Chap. 3. 17.) is firft Pure, then
Peacesble , gentle and eafie to be In-
treated, full of Mercy and good Fruits,
without Partiality and without Fype-
crifie.  And again; Chap. 1. 27.
Pure Religion, and undefiled - before
God and the Father is this, to Vifit the
Fatberlefs and Widows in their Affficts-
on, and to keep himfelf unfpotted from
the World, Now, when Men fhall
negle@ thefe plain and indifpenfi-
ble Duties of Chriftianity, and take
up with fome {elf chofen OPinio}?S’

that
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that contribute nothing to the true

honouring of Goo, or the edify-

ing. of our Fellow Chriftians, it is
no wonder that Religion does not
gain ground and thrive in the
World. | .
2. Another Reafon why Reli-
gion prevails fo lictle upon Mens
Hearts is, becaufe they live too
much upon Sence. We are more
affected with the prefent Objects
of .our Senfes, than with the things
that are invifible, and at a diftance
from us, and are only Objeéts of
our Faith. ~ Whereas Chriftianity,
when firmly feated in us, and the
Power of it difplayed upon our
Souls , would teach us to Walk
by Fuith, and not by Sight, 2 Cor. 5. 7.
And accordingly, if we did make
the infinite Rewards of Immorta-
licy but prefent to our Minds, and
‘did as firmly believe them, as we
do what we fee, and hear, and

handle,

YT T

handle, it is impoffible but that
we {hould be equally affeCted with
them, and they would have as
ftrong a Faith upon us. The fure
Promife of Immortal Glory would
as ftrongly move and put us upon
A&ion, as any worldly and fen-
fible Good, if the Belief were equal.
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And if we aéed agreeably to the

Conftitution of our own Natures,
the Reafons and Arguments {ug-
gefted to us by our Rational Facul-
ties, ought as forcibly and power-
fully to perfwade us as thofe which
are urged upon us by our Senfes.
Bur while we {peak doubtfully,
and believe waveringly and uncer-
tainly, the Felicitiesand Joys of the
other World, make litdle or no
Impreffion upon us.  And this
doubtlefs is one great Reafon that
Religion has fo litde effect upon
our Minds. Suppofe we faw our
Lord and Savieur coming in the

Clouds,
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Clouds, attended with Thoufands
of mighty Angels to judge the
World, which, with the Glory and
Brightnefs of their Heavenly Bo-
dies, {hould caufe a Light, furpaf
fing that of the Sun; How ftrange-
ly would fuch a fight as this affet
us! Surely, it is nothing but our
Earthlinefs, and the dwelling of our
Minds fo much upon Senfe that
we are fo little affected with the
thoughts of it now ; fince that
which will certainly come to pafs,
ought to be looked wvpon as juft
now prefent.

3. Laftly, to the foregoing Par-
ticulars we may add, as one no
mean Caufe why the Gofpel pre-
vails fo little upon Men, iz, the
want of that which the Apoftle
St. Jude {peaks of, ver. 20. The
buildmg up one another in our moft
Foly Faith. As Gop renews and
regenerates our Natures™ by his

Hély
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Holy Spirit, fo it is the Duty of all
Chriftians to be workers together
with him, and to edific and
ftrengthen one another, - - and
help to carry on to perfection
that work which Gop has begun
in their Souls. In Rom. 15.2, 3.
the Apoftle charges this Duty upon
every Chriftian, Let every one of

' you pleafe bis Neighbour for his good

to Edification, i. e. Let every Man
{ubjet his own ends and defires
to the fpiritual Good of other

Men, ¥ig. to the confirming and

f building them up in the Chriftian

Faith. And to bind this Exhor-

' tation yet fafter upon the Confci-
. ences of Men, the Apoftle makes

&
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ufe of the Example of Chrift, in’

the next words, For even Chriff
pleafed not bimfelf, i. e. Chrift had
no refpects for himfelf, no ends of
his own to confult;, but as if he
had wholly forgoteen himfelf; jre

L e
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devoted himfelf: perfectly to the
p;omdting of his Father’s Glory.
The whole number of Chriftians
that believe in Jefus are one Body:
Now as the Members of the Body
have the fame care one of -another,
fo ought ¢very Man to be very
tender of the Good of his Fellow-
Chriftian. If 2 Man be a true
and unfeigned Chriftian, he will
not walk folitary and alone in his
way to Heaven, but will ftrive to
draw as many to accompany him
as he can, in {o pleafant and gain-
ful .2 Jomrney. He will always be
inftructing thofe that are ignorant,

comforting .the weak-hearted, and |
firengthning thofe that are waver- |
ing and unferded.  And where

thefe things are wanting, and
every one lives as a Stranger to

anozher, it cannat be expeéted that

the Gofpel fhould draw off Men
fromSin fo fuccefsfully, and ..Wlt{h
- " 1o
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fo much Triumph, as it would if
Men would lay afide their litde
Self-ends, and be of more univer-
fal and publick Spirits, and em-
ploy their Wit and Diligence in
doing good to one another.

The fumm and condclufion of
the whole matter is this: Since
‘Chriftian Religion was intended
notmerely for Wife-Men, and fuch
as were of great Reach and Under:
ftanding, but for the pooreft and
weakeft Perfon, it is in all things
neceflary to Salvation made plain
and eafie. And that Gop might
gratifie ‘our innocent fearch after
Knowledge, he has hid many pre-
cious Treafures of Wildom in the
Scriptures, as a Reward of our
Piety and Diligence. And there-
fore, where any thing is delivered
fo obfcurely, that with our beft

: diligencc we cannot actahy .to the

true fence and meaning of it, ic is
L2 3




the Bible, and has fewer oppor-
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a fure fign that whatever fence
Gop intended, yet he did not

“make that abfolutely neceffary to

the Salvation of all Men. For if
he had, he would have laid it down
in plain, and not in intricate and
ambiguous Terms. In the mean
time, we muft all confider thar it
is our Duty to pray unte Gopo
(as the Apoftle St.Paul for his Di-
{ciples the Coloffians, Chap. 1.9,10.)
and to defire that we may be filled
with the knowledge of bis Will in all
Wifdom and [piritual Underftanding ;
That we may walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleafing, being fruitful in every

good Work, and increafing in the

Kknowledge of God. And let us re-
member that as Gop has diftri-

‘buted the meafures of his Gifts

and Graces to every one, accor-
dingly fhall their account be at
thelaft day. He that cannot read

tunitics
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tunities of knowledge, his account
fhall not befo great as his that can
Read, and has leifure and time to
inform himfelf. And he thathas
skill and knowledge to underftand
the Scriptures, fhall yet be more
{everely treated, if he do not make
ufe of this, both for hjs own and
his Neighbour’s Good.

L 3 A DE-
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SERMON V

Rom. L 16.

For 1 am not afbamed of the Gofpel
of Chif .

Aving dxfpatched the threc
H firft Caufes of Shame,
we Come now to remove
and take away the fourth and laft,
and to thew the great M/efulneﬁ
of ChriftianReligion to the World.
The olefulnefs theréfore of - an}f
chmg confifts in theferviceabléne
L 4 “of
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of it for that end to which it was
defigned. Now this very Apoftle
aflures us, 1 Tim. 4. 8. that Godli
nefs is profitable to all things, having
the Promife of the Life that now 1s,
and that which is to come; that is to
fay, Chriftianity is ferviceable ,
ufeful; and conducing to promote
the Happinefs "of “Mankind, both
in-refpe@t of this prefent Life, and
that which is to come.- Firft then,
we fhall confider the Ufefulnefs of
Chrift’s Religion; in order to the
Felicity of the next World , and
fhew how excellently - well fuited
itis to the attaining of that, Which
the: Apoftle feems to intimate in
the. Words of the Text, when he
calls it the Power of God unto Sal.
Yation to every gne that believes. Had
Chriftian Religion defigned. the in-
fliucting of Men in the knowledge
of Nature, giving them . true Sy-
flem of the Heavens, and declaring

P  the
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the Natures and Properties of all
Things in this our Earthly Glob¢ s
it 'would indeed have filled the

" Mind of Man with abundance of

Pleafure and Delight, but had
mightily fallen fhore of thac ug:—
ver{al Ufefulnefs that now ic hath.
- The great End therefore Whlch
Gop intended by the Gofpel, was
the Advancement of true Godlinefs,
the pulling down and deftroying
the Kingdom of Sin and Satan,
and the ere@ing and fetting up
the Kingdom of Light and Grace
in the Hearts and Minds of Men.
And that this was the purpofe
of Gop cannot be unknown to
any who confiders the. great Ex-

- cellency and PerfeGion of the

Commands of Chriftianity, and
what a high meafure of Purity and
Sanctity they aim at; namely, the
entire Purification ~of the - Soul
from all manner of 'Tcrgci’cgal

c-
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Defilements..and Pollations, and
the raifing up in it a Divine and
Heavenly Nature, which being
that State wherein we were at firlt
created, and: into which we are
recovered by the gentle Influences
and IHlapfes of the Divine Spiric
upon us, there is begotten in our
Souls a daily Tendency. upwards,
and a reftles endeavour to free
themfelves from that Preternatural
Load that hangs about them, and
this effort of theirs receiving frefh

- Strength and Supplies from above,

l never ceafes till it have wrought

| them to fuch a high Pitch as

‘ through the Benignity and Power

of him who is the beginning of the

- Creation of God, they may be tran-
{lated into the -Peaceful’ Manfions
of everlafting Glory. - '
‘We fhall confider then the ex-
quifite fuitablenefs and ferviceable-
nefs of the Gofpel, for the extir-
g o pacipn

i
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pation of all Sin and Vice, and
putting Men in pofieffion of a
Holy and Divine Nature, which
{urely is the moft advantageous
Happinefs the Soul of Man is
capable of. And if Religion be
furnifhed with fuch Powers and
Afliftances as will, dgaint all Op-
pofition whatever, attain this greac
End, then its ufefulnefs to the
World will beevidently difcovered;
and no Man will have: any reafon
to be afhamed of it. ¢
- Now, that this End may be
attained, . |
1. Goo is pleafed- to’ promife
us the Affiftance of his holy and
blefled Spirit. For we being fo
funk into this Earchly State, thae
we are wholly carried away with-
its AffeCtions and Lufts, could ne-
ver by our own fingle effort and’
folitary - endeavours” bring oni-
{elves back to the Pafti“c’ipatio:iéx‘f
o dhat
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that Holy and Divine Life we fell
from. Therefore Gop, out o
his infinite Love and Compaffion,
and upon the Interceffion of our
Lord and Saviour, has vouchfafed
us the aid of his blefled Spirit, to
regenerate our Natures, and to
form in us fuch a ftrong and
a&ive Principle of Holinels as
{hould fteadily carry our Wills to
a perfet compliance and obedi-
ence to his Holy Will, That we
fhould not fhelter our felves in a
formal outfide Sanctity, but attain
to that New-birth, wherein all the
Power -of Sin is perfeétly van-
quifhed and fubdued; and no Life
ftiring  but that which flows from
and partakes of Gop’s Spirit.
And we having fuch a Potent Af-
* fiftance, it muft needs enliven and
encourage. us to put forth all .our
Strength - in mortifying . our Sins
and.. Corruptions ; being aflured

s - that
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that through the mighty energy of
this Divine Spirit, we fhall be-
come Vicorious over all our Ene-
mics. And that though we have
old Rebellious Giants within us,
powerful Lufts like the Sons ‘of
Anak , yer this Almighty Spirit

if we be not treacherous and
falfe to his Infpirations) is able,
and certainly will bring us into the
promifed Land. And that we
have no greater fuccefs in the Mor-
tification of our Sins proceeds not
from the want of the fupply of
Goup's Spirit, but from our own
Carelefnefs and Falfenefs. When
he calls to us to awake and arife
from the Dead, from that dull
and ftupid condition we lic in un-
der our Sins, we refit his Influ-
ence, and fhut our Eyes againft
that Light that fhines in upon us,

and fall again to our old {lumber-

ing and drowzinels. -
| But

T A 25
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But if we would colle@ the
Powers and. Faculties of our Souls
together , and go "againft our
ftrongeft Vices and our habitnal
and cuftomary Sins with hearty
and fincere Refolutions of deftroy-
ing them, this Spirit would never
be wanting to us, but we {hould
find wonders wrought in our own
Souls. We fhould find the dry
and parched Soil, that barren Wil-
dernefs wherein no Plant of fin-
cere Piety and Righteoufnefs has
of 2 long time profpered, to be.
come a Plantation of Gop, and
filled with all Divine Graces and
Vertues. For certainly Goop has

not afforded us this Help to gra-
tific our idlenefs or Vanity , but
to actuare ‘our Diligence, and to
enliven our fainc and drooping
Spirits. That we may not con-
~ceit our. felves to be under an in-
vincible Infirmity and Imbecility

- and
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and that we fhall never be able to
free our felves from the Tyranny
of the Body of Sin, but to go on
with Courage, and reft aflured,
that when the Enemy comes in like a
Flood, the Spirit of the Lord [ball
lift up a Standard againft bim.

This muft of neceffity bring a
wonderful comfort to a Man un-
der his ftrongeft Temptations,
and in his foreft Confli¢ts with Sin
and Vice to be affured not only
that he fhall not be lefc alone and
forfaken, but that this eternal Spi-
rit fhall co-operate with him, and
ftrengthen and perfect him in the
inner Man, till he have brought
him unto Glory. And becaufe
the Promife of the Holy Spirit is
one of the great Props and En.
couragements of a Chriftian Tra-
velling through the Wildernefs of
this World, therefore it is, in plain
Words, and without a Parable;

dCf
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declared by our blefled Saviour,
Jobn 14.15,16,17. If ye love me, keep
my Commandments ; And Iwill pray the
Father, and he [hall give you another
Comforter, that be may abide with you
Jor ever : Even the Spirit of Truth,
whom the World cannot receive, be-
caufe it feeth him not, neither knows
him ; but ye know bim, for be dwelleth
with you, and [ball be in you.

2. A fecond powerful Motive
for the begetting a4 Divine Life
and Nature in Men (' which is the
ultimate end of Chriftian Religion)
is the confideration of the ftupen-
dious love of Goo in fending
Jelus Chrit for the Redemption
of the World. This our Lord
himfelf fignified to us, Jobn 3. 16.
So God loved the World, that he gave
his only begotten Son, thar whoever
believes in bim [hould not perifh, but
have everlafting Life. Gobp is a
Being of infinite Love and Good-
nefs,
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nefs, that as he made all things
to be happy according to their fe-
veral Natures, {o his compaflionate
Eyes could no: behold them for
ever loft and involved in an m-
extricable Ruine (‘though through
their own Fault) and not provide
them fome means of recovery.
The Plalmift (ays, (Pfdl. 145. 9.)
that the tender Mercies of God are over
all bis Works:  And it Compaflion
and Mercy be eflential Ateributes
of Gop (as doubtlefs they are)
then there is a mighty fuitablene(s
and agreeablene{s between a poor
and undone Creature and Pity and
Compaffion.  Whereby we are
aflured that it is alone the infinite
Love, Mercy, and Compaffion of
Gop that moved him to refcue
the World from perithing for ever,
And that this might more deeply
affect our Hearts, and more pow.
erfully draw us off from our Sins,
: M his
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his All.comprehenfive Wifdom fo

contrived it, that his only begotten
Son {hould take our Narure upon
him, and be the Saviour and- Re-
deemer of all his loft Brethrer}.
What a ftrong Argument now 1s
this to reclair‘r% thebmo'[’c'ﬁubbom
Offender? Had we but common
Gratitude ic would certainly move
us to make our returns of Love
and Affecion in {ome degree an-
{werable to fo infinite a Kindngfs.
And when we fhall confider fur-
ther that all this Provifion was
only upon our Account, and that
Gop was no: in the leaft bettered
or made more happy by our Salva-
tion ; this will turn it mnto Admt-
ration, that ‘Gop fhould take
fuch pains, :
ﬁrangg Defigns, and .all for his
Enemies that wilfully departed and
revolted from him. _

3. There

and compalfs {uch |
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3. There is another cogent Ar-
gument to promote the grand de-
fign of the Gofpel, and that is a
ferious  Meditation upon the
Crucifixion and Death of our
Lord Jefus Chrift. It is a, won-
derful Privilege granted to Men
that they fhould be received .into
favour after their heinous. Rebel-
lion againft Go». But.-when we
confider that this Privilege was not
bought or procured for them by
{uch mean and contemptible things
as Silver and Gold (for which yet
we know that things of greareft
Worth, pertaining to this Life
may be had) buc by the precious
Blosd of Jefus Chrift, that immacu-
late Lamb, as the Apoftle fpeaks,
1 Per. 1,18, 19. this makes it fhill
more wonderful.  For the great-
ncfs. of the Price by which any Pri-
vilege or Liberty is purchafled for
any Man, 'us a higher epgage-

M 2 ment
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ment upon him to improve this
Benefit to the urmoft, as well for
his behoof who has made the Pur-
chafe for him, as for his own.
And what Treafure is there in Hea-
ven and Farth more valuable than
the precious Blood of the Son of
Gov? And yet he willingly offered
this for the World, that he might
difengage Men from their Sins, and
perfwade them o follow Holinefs,
which fhould be for their eternal
Benefit and Advantage. To illu-
ftrace this by a familiar Similicude,
fuppofe fome dear Friend fhould
part with his Life to redeem ano-
ther from fome certain danger
which otherwife would ruine him,
and fhould only Condition with
him to perform fome eafic Com-
mands, which yet fhould tend to
his un{peakable Good and Advan-
tage : Could fuch a Man flight fo
great a Love, or ever think him-

felt

H

Ser.V. Revealed Religz'on.\ 165

felf too punctual in obferving thofe
light Injunétions which his dying
Friend had laid upon him ? Surely,
if it were but for his own Gain
and Profit he would never difre-
gard them. The cafe is the fame
with us; Jefus Chrift, who took
our Flefh and Blood upon him,
parted with his own Life to Re-
deem us from an inevitable Danger
which would have undone us for
ever: And in recompence of this
great Love, he defires us only to
make our felves Happy by taking
upon us his eafie Yoke and lighe
Burthen: And can we be fo un-
gratcful asto flight him for it, and
forget his Commands 2 What
Bands or Cords can tye Souls nearer
together than that Love which is
ftronger than Death 2 Or what
Words make deeper Impreflions
upon the Hearts of Men than thofe
that are {poken by their 'dying

M 3 Friends 2
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Friends? It is not poffible for the
Heart of Man to conceive a more
effetual way to expell Sin and
Wickednefs, and more conducing
to the furthering of Goodnefs and
Holinefs than the confideration of
the Death of Chrift.

For that the Son of Gop who
had no Sins of his own to fatisfie
for, fhould defcend from Heaven
and fubmit himfelf to the Weak-
nefs, Frailty, and Drudgery of our
Mortal State, and endure fuch
deep Agonies of Spirit as forced
him to weat drops of Blood, and
after {uffer an inglorious and pain-
ful Death upon the Crofs, and this
merely upon our Account, and out
of a mighty fenfe of Compaffion
for our Miery, is fo aftonithing 2
Love as muft needs thaw our icy
Hearts, and diffolve them into
Tears, and a ready Conformity to

his Wil How can any Man go

é i on
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on and continue in Sin, when he
confiders thar his Saviour -came
for this only end into the World,
that he might deftroy the Works
of Sin and Saran, and prefent all
Men a glorious Church to Go,

without Spot or Wrinkle!
Whatever Sin therefore it be
thac affanles thy Soul, prefent unto
it thy dying Saviour, who, wich his
outftrecched Arms on the Crols,
fues for admittance into thy
itrongeft AffeCtions.  Art thou
infnired with Pride? How canft
thou look upon thy felf without
wartry Eyes, when thou beholdeft
the Son of Goo born a helplefs
Infan: of a poor Virgin, [ubject to
all the Hardthips and finlefs in-
firmities of oar Nature, and at laft
breathing out his innocent Soul on
the Crofs for his bitter Enemies?
Art thou Covetous and too deficous
of worldly Enjoyments? then re-
M 4 member
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member fudas, and confider what
a heinous and bloody A& his Co.
vetoufnefs betrayed him to, even
the delivering up his harmlefs Lord
and Mafter to the malicious and
implacable fews. And whoever
fets his Heart upon the World,
he does with Fudss fell his Saviour.
Thus you may fee of what great
ufefulnefs this one Confideration of
the Death of Chrift is, to the Mor-
tification of all ourSins.  And this
the Gofpel every where holds forth
to the fame purpofe, that we {hould
exprefs his Death on the Crofs in
our Souls, by our dying unto Sin,
and Crucifying all our corrupt
Lufts and Affections.

4. Another powerful means by
which Men are drawn off from
their Sins, and engaged in Holinefs,
is the Example of our Holy Lord
and Mafter. ~ Whofe Life and
Actions were therefore carefully

written
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written by his Difciples, that Men
might learn of him and follow his
Steps. And that we may more
clearly difcover wherein we are to
imitate and follow the example of
our Lord and Saviour, we muft
diftinguifh between thofe A&ions
which our Lord did as a publick
Perfon, invefted with Authority
from Heaven ; As likewife thofe
A&ions of his which hedid to con-
firm his Miffion ; we muft diftin-
guith thefe (1 fay) from thofe
wherein he is fer as an Example
for us to imitate.

1. Therefore we are not called
to imitate Chrift in thofe A&ions
which he performed as a publick
Perfon. For there were many
things which he did that related
wholly to his Office, as he was the
Mefliah, the great Reprefentative
of Mankind, who took upon him

and came down from Heaven to
re-
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reconcile the World to Goo. Thus
he gave new Laws of Life to Men,
and forgave Sins by his own Power
and Authority, and laid down his
Life as apublick Victim and Sacri-
fice for the World. To thefe we
may add his Fafting forcy Days
and forty Nights ; His leading a
fingle Life, and refuling all Earthly
Honour and Dignity.  And hicher-
to likewife we may referr that Acti-
on of Zeal wherewith our Lord
was poffefied for the Honour of
Gop, and in behalf of the defpifed
Gentiles againft a corrupt Genera-
tion, who only pretended, but had
really nothing of true Zeal, or the
Honour of Gop in them; when
(as St.Matthew relates it,Chap.21.12))
Ee went into the Temple of God, and
caft out all them that Sold and Bought
in the Temple, and overthrew the Tables
of the Mingy-Changers, and the Seats of
them that fold Doves. - _

’ 2. Nor
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2. Nor are we called to follow
and imitate Chrift in thofe Aétions
which he did to teftifie the Truth
of his Miffion, that he came from
Goop, and acted by his fole Au-
thority. Such were all his mira-
culous Works ; His giving Sight
to the Blind, Speech to the Dumb,
and hearing to the Deaf. His
commanding the Winds and Waves
of the Sea, which inftantly obeyed
him. His multiplying Bread, ac:
cording to his own Pleafure, fo that
a few Loaves fhould be f{ufficient
to {atisfie fome Thoufands of Eaters.
His curing all bodily Difeafes and
Diftempers, and thewing his Power
over Evil Spirits, which, upon his
fole Command and Word, were
forced to leave thofe Bodies they
had vexed and tormented. Bur
above all, his raifing the Dead to
Life, {hewing that he had a Power
not only here, butin the Regions of
{eparate Souls likewife. Now
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Now in neither of thefe are we
called to imitate our Lord and Sa-
viour. But though we are not en-
joyned to follow him in thefe, yer
are they not therefore thrown away
or recorded to no purpofe. We
may make a good ufe of every.one
of thefe A&ions of our Saviour,
though we lie under no neceffity o
imitate him in them; nay, it were
a prelumption in us {o to do.

When we read that he fafted
Forty days, we may learn that the
furcher we withdraw our Minds
from bodily Lufts and Affections,
we are in a greater Forwardnefs
and better Difpofition to converfe
with Gop. When we hear that
our Saviour Chrift ftedfaftly de-
clined all Earthly Dignities and
Honours : It thews us what a light
efteem Gop puts upon thefe things
in comparifon of the participation
of his Nature in true Goodnefs and

Righ"
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Righteoufnefs.  And fo of all
our Lord’s Miraculous Acions;
which were as fo many Credeatials
and Seals from Heaven, that at
tefted and verified his Commiffion
and the Authority by which he
alted.  There is {fomething ftill
that we may draw for our encou-
ragement and fuppore in chat holy
and unblameable Life, which he

came to propagate in the World.
When we find him by a Miracle
redreffing the Infirmities of Man-
kind, and eafing them of their Sor-
rows, by curing their bodily Di-
ftempers ; Doces not this teach us
to be of a Compaflionate Temper
to {ympathize with others in their
Miferies, and, as farasweare able,
to lend our affifting hand to free
them from them: When we be-
hold our Lord cafting out Devils,
does it not affure us thar he has
Power over the dark Kingdom 2
and
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and that if we will fubmit to his
Gracious Laws, he will at laft
bruife Satan under our Feet 2 When
we fee him by his Commanding

and Allpowerful Word, raiﬁn:g)
the Dead, it cannot but beget in

us a ftrong Faith and Truft in him,
that though we die, and our places
know us no more, yet his Power,
which is able to fubdue. all things unto
it felf, can and will recover us again
to Life, and at lait fwallow up Death
i Vicbory.  Thus it is: plain; that
though we are not called to imitate
our Saviour in thofe Aétions where-
in he ftood. as a Publick Perfon,
nor in thofe which he performed,
chiefly to fhow that he came from
Gonp; yet there is a great and a
ood ufe to be made of every one
of them recorded in the Gofpel.
- But that which more nearly con-
cerns us is, that there are certain

Chrift is propofed as a fair Copy
for our lmiration, ‘and to which
we ought to conform our felves.
And thefe are all thofe things where-
in he came to exhibit to Mankind
a. moft perfe¢t .and compieat
draught of a Divine Life and Na-
ture, and which .it.is the Defign
of Goo in the Gofpel to make us
Partakers of. -:As namely, a firm
and unfhaken Fiith in the Good-
nelz and Power of Go b, that he
is both able and willing to reduce
and bring us back to himfelf, and
that nothing {hall fail of all che
Good - that he hath promifed.
Moreover, we are enjoyned to fol-
low our blefled Redeemsr .in the
Purity and Sanétity of his Life, by
keeping our {elves unfported from
the Woild and the Llefh.  And
then: that we lmitate him ia his

wonderful and exemplary Humili-

Things wherein the Example of ty, .who being, as tae Apciile
| Chrift tpeaks,
1 y
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{peaks, Phil. 2. 6, 7. & popoii S,
cloathed with” Celeftial Light and
Glory, and poffefled of all the Hap-
pinefs of thofe Immortal Regions,
yet emptied himfelf and took upon
him popeiv 2é2s the form of a Servant,
or Spoleug and giue abswms the like-
uefs and fafbion of Man ; thatis, he
came into thefe Earthly Regions,
took upon him a Humane Body,
and was made a Man who is really
FeAG- pdess a Servant of Cor-
ruption in this Terreftrial Stace.
And laftly, We are to follow the
Example of our Lord and Saviour
in an univerfal and un-felfincerefled
Love, who was not contented to
be happy alone, but died to reco-
ver the reft of his ftrayed Brethren.
Here is the fair Image and Refem-
blance of that Divine Life our Lord
Jefus came to propagate upon
Earth, and to which we oughe all
to be conformed according to that

eX-
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excellent Pattern that he has -laid

before us. 5 Co
- 5. To the intent. that the things

which pertain to Life and Godli:-

niefs may 'be  vigoroufly  putfued,
and all Sin-and Vice dilcounte-

nanced and banifhed, the great

and laft Day of Judgment ismade

known to ‘us.

wherein Goo thinks ficto putan
end to the Generations of Men,
and all forts of Animals by the

Conflagration of this Terreftrial
Globe, then fhall Jelus Chrift vi-.

fibly defcend from Heaven wich

the found of 2 Trumpet, and the,
voice of an Arch-angel accompa-
nied with innamerable Bands and

Squadrons of the Heavenly Militia,
and every individual Perfon that
has lived in the World fince 4dam

to that very. time, fhall vifibly
appear’ before him. = And as the:

N Angels

When the fixt
and detérminate Time is comeé:

177
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Angels refcued Lot from that par-
ticular Burning of Sodom, and the
reft of the Cites of the Plain, fo
thefe officious. Spirits {hall be im-
ployed by their greac Prince and
Head, Chrift Jefus, togather bis Elect

Mata43t from'the four Winds, from one end of
Eeaven to the other; and fave them
from this ‘univerfal Burning that
{hall at once feize upon this lower
World. - For then, by-the mighty
Power and: Word of .him that
created all things, the fubterrancous
Treafures of Fire {hall be opened,
which meeting with thofe fierce
and - penetrating Fires . wherewich
the: whole Vault of Heaven is en-
flam’d, with their joint:and united
force will .melt and diffolve all
Teireftrial Mixtures -and - Combi-.
nations, and .compleat that Sul:
phureous Lake and external Hell
which was of old prepared for the
Devil and his Angels. By all
- which

A
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which we fee the mighty efficacy
of the Gofpel, and what powerful
means it is furnifhed withal to
reclaim Men from their Sins, and
fic them for an eternal Happi-
nefs in another World. |
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For 1 am not afbamed of the Goj])el
qf C/Jriﬂ

HE ufefulnefs and fer-

E viceablenefs of the Chri-
ftian Do&rine for the
promoting the Immortal Happi-
nels of Men having been fully
fhown in the prececeding Difcourle,

and likewife the f{uitablenefs,

- ftrength and efficacy of the Argu-
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frients contained in it to that end
and Purpofe, we fhall now, as a

- Conclufion of all, thow, that Chri-

fhianicy is highly conducing to the

gppinefs of Mankind, in reference
to this Life, and that there cannot
be a better way for any Perfon to
live happily in this World, than by
a due and fincere Obfervation of
the Laws and Commands of
Chrift Jelus.

And thac cthis may appear eafie
and natural, we need but take an
Inventory of all thofe good things
that this our Earthly State is capable
of, and we fhall find that the due
pbfervance of Chrift’'s Commands
is the moft proper means both for
their Acquifition and Continuance,

The Bleflings then of this Life,
are {uch as either relace to the pub-
lick, or fuch as concern every par-
ticular Man’s Perfon: The pub-
lick Bleflings are,
S 1. Peace,

1. ®Peace. Let us fec now how
excellently well Religion provides
for this; Our bleffed Saviour, the
Prince of Peace, came to unite and
cement all Chriftians into one Bo-
dy, to heal the Diftempers of Man-
kind, and to make all the jarring
Principles of the World chime to-
gether. And if Men were con-
formed to his Example,and put in
pradtice his Commands, there
would be no occafion of Diftur-
bances, no Animofities or Con-
tentions, but an univerfal Calm
would overfpread the Earth, and
this World would fhine out into
a perfe& Heaven.  From whence
come Wars and Fightings among you 2

fays the Apoftie, fames 4. 1. From

whence is it all the T" »bles and
Confufions of the World flow:
Come they not of your Lufts that War
in your Members 2 And Solomon af-
fures us, Prov. 13. 10. that it is
- " N 4 only
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only by Pride Contention comes. Here
is the fource of all the Miferies
that Mankind now groans under.
For when Mens Lufts and Paffions
become exorbitant, they raife un-
equal and convulfive Motions in
the Body Politick, as the undue
Fermentation of the Humours in
the natural Body often produces
dangerous effe@ts. It is Mens un-
bridled Appetites ( which Religion
came to corre€t) that makes them
murmur and repine againft the
prefent Settlement of the Nation,
though the greateft Bleffings chat
we can hope tor here, both for our
{elves and our Pofterity are the moft
likely to be derived from hence.
Thefe unruly and fretting Paffi-
ons of Pride, Envy and Malice are
the Caufes that difturb Mens own
Quiet, and that of the Society
wherein they live, and makes them
* like thofe ‘Difconfolate Spirits we
o s read
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read of in the Gofpel, continually
wandring up and down feeking reft
but finding none. ~ But if they would
ftrive to fupprefs the Boilings and
irregular Fermentations of their Spi-
rits, and endeavour to turn them
into Calmnefs and Meeknefs; if
they would give that Honour and

‘Deterence to their prefent Gover-

nors that Chrift's Law Commands ;
and bear a hearty Love and Be-
nignity to all their Fellow Crea-
tures, it is impoffible but that a
lafting Peace and Concord fhould -
enfue upon {uch fit and duly qua-
lified Preparations. They would
then {ee that our prefent eftablifh-
ment , which Divine Providence
hath fo miraculoufly brought a-
bout, is not only for our own, "
but the univerfal Good and Hap-

pinefs of all Europe.
2. Another Publick Blefling is
Plenty; which cannot be more de-
| firable
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firable, than it is afcertain'd and
{fecur’d by the Laws of Chriftianity.
For what can more contribute to
a general Plenty, than thac every
Man be induftrious in his proper
Calling? The Chriftian Doctrine
enjoyns Diligence, which, like a
provident Governefs, follicites and
excites the torpid and languifhing
Members of our Earthly Frame,
to a careful difcharge of the feve-
ral Offices of Humane Life.
Religion is a thing that re-
trenches the unruly Appetites of
Men, and cuts off thofe fuperflu-
ous Expences which Luxury and
'Debauchery make them obnoxious
to. And this it does by teaching
Temperance and Frugality , and
by fhewing Men a nobler and more

profitable 3vay of converting their

Abundance by Charity to the Ne-

cefficous and Indigent; which is
indeed a true imitation of that
divine
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divine and overflowing Goodnefs
which: the whole Creation, in their
feveral Meafures and Capacities,
taftes of.

3. A third Publick Blefling is,
Safety and Security from Danger.
Which Religion hath fo far an in
fluence upon, that it tells us, it is
only the true fear of Gop that can
make us dwell in fafety ; And, That pal. 4. 3.
no Evil fball happen to the Fuft, but pov. f2.
the Wicked [hall be filled with Mifchief.
Again, Righteoufnefs exalteth a Na- Prov. 14.
tion, but Sin is the Reproach of any**
Pegple. When Men once become
Treacherous to their Gop, they
feldom prove true to his Vicege-
rent here below. And if they
had walked up fincerely to the
Prefcriptions of Chriftianity , the
Fears of a Foreign Invafion had
been needlels. It is want of Reli-
gion that makes Men betray their
Native Country, correfpond with

’ its
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its Enemies, and puts them upon
{uch courfes as the braver and more
generous Heathens looked upon as
Wretched and Ignoble.  For fure-
ly thofe Perfons who can let them-
{elves loofe to unhinge an efta-
blifthed Government, to weaken
and undermine a Prince, who, up-
on jufter Accounts, Merits to be
called Delicie humani generis, than
that Noble Roman Emperor ; what-
ever pretences they may make to
Chriftianity, will find it the hard.
eft thing in the World to prove
they have any Religion at all.

Where a People are truly Reli- -

gious, {ubmiffive to their lawful
Governours and Charitably affe&t-
ed towards one another, there the
inviftble Minifters of Goo’s Pro-
vidence are engaged in their Pro-
tetion and Defence ; and thofe
Chariots and Horfes of Fire are as
ready now to preferve true Good-

‘ nefs,
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nefs, as heretofore to fecure the
Prophet Elifha from the Actempts
of the Syrisn Armmy. *Tis only
when a Nation grows deplorably
Wicked, that their Guardian Pro-
vidence is withdrawn, and thofe
kind and officious Spirits, fay, as
of old of Babylon, Forfake her and
let ws go. s

By this it appears that-Religion
and Vertue are abundandy fervice-
able for the obtaining Publick and
General Bleflings : Now, for thofe
that relate . o every particular
Man’s Perfon, they are either the
Bleflings of the Soul or Body, or
of both. Thofe of the Soul are,

1. Joy and Contentment of
Mind; when the Soul enjoys it
felf in a perpetual Calm, and is
not ruffled and difcompofed with
boifterous Paffions. I do not
mean that our Paffions {hould be
eradicated by a Stoical Apathy, E;:
T t




190 A Defence of Ser.VI.
that wese to- depiive the Soul of
the choicel Fusniaire which- Go »
and Nature has bountifully con-
ferred wpon i, and to turn Men
into {ome -other Species of Being
than what they are; Defire being
the Fect and Wings of the Mind
10 its vigerous contention after
Vertue, and Hope and Gladnefs
the Arms that embrace fo great a
Good : But that when the AffeGi-
ons are kept within their due
Bounds and Limits, and all fub-
jected to the Imperiygm and Com-
mand of the firflt mover, Divine
Love, the Soul fuftains and keeg
it felf fo firm and compa&ed by
that inward Power and Strength,
that the moft wviolent Storm. of
external Accidents cannot fhake or
diflectde that Satisfa&ion and Con-

- tentment it reaps from the exercife
of Vertue. S

| And
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And indeed this is fuch an in-
eftimable and folid Treafure, asis
juftly to be preferred before the
choiceft Gratifications of the bodily
Life. All worldly Joy is flafhy
and dilute, and carries with it
much of an Earthly Compofition ;
But that fatisfaction of Mind :that
arifes from a fence of well-doing,
is fubftantial and immoveable, and
can neither be deftroyed by Time,
nor dampd and choak'd by. the
moft Calamitous Circumftances of
Humane Life. Who are there in
the Woild that live fo pleafanty
and contentedly, as they that are

truly Religious 2 Whofe Minds

are free from all diftruftful Fears
and Jealoufies, believing them-
felves fecure under the Rayal
Mantle of Heavens Care and Pro-

vidence, and who can look back

upon their paft Lives without any
fenfe of Terror and Guile. };%
- ASII0 o
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that if our Hearts and Confciences
condemn - us not for Sin and Vice,

- they will fec us above- all thofe

anxious Fears and Sollicitude that
render 2 Man’s Life uncomfortable.

On the othier fide it is certain,
that every Vice fatally draws after
it a Chain of Mifery and Affli¢tion,
and he that makes a Trade of Sin
cannot but look upon himfelf as
a Perfon always obliged to Punifh-
ment. And this creates a perpe-
twal  diftruft and milgiving of
Mind, - affording him nothing to
fupport his Patience under here,
nor any hope of bettering his Con-
dition hereafter. But befides thefe
difquieting Fears and Terrors, the
conftant Attendants of Vice, which
produce reftlefs Days, and {leeplefs
and-uneafie Nights; thofe Evil and
wicked Affe¢tions to which Men in
this Life are enflaved, have a very
Evil Influence upon their Souls in
o the

the other World. For whatever it
be that the Mind of Man purfues
as its ultimate Good and Feliciry,
thofe Paflionate Delfires and Emi-
grations of Spirit after it, follow
him even into the next Life. The
Covetous Perfon who {pins out his
Life in a golden Thread, hath his
Appetite and Hunger keenly edg’d

in the next World, after the Idol

which he adord in this. And the

Lafcivious Man burns with thofe

Flames his Debauched Soul had
kindled here below. And becaufe
the future State denies the acting
of thofe Vices in {uch Circum-
ftances as here upon Earth, it rends
the perplexed Mind with a perpe-
wal Thirft after thac which fhe
can never enjoy. So little hope
is there of {olid Contentment and
Satisfaction in any thing but fin-
cere Vertue.

O 2. Com-
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2. Communion with Gop is
another Bleffing-of the Soul. Burt
this is fo peculiar to Vertue and
Religion, that a wicked Man,
while he continues fo, can never
have - the leaft tafte or vital relith
of it. There is 2 kind of natural
{ympathy and harmony running
throiigh the World, whereby things
of a like nature incline to and are
agtradlive of one another. -Now,
where there 18 no agrceablenefs or
{iitablenefs of Nature, there can
be no firm Union or Society. And
it is as impoffible for a Vitious
Man .to have any Communion
with. Giop, as it is for the Ele
mentsto change their Natures, or
Darkeefs and.Light to combine,
and lovingly fhake hands together.
And whatever our Modern Spiri-
walifts -and :Enthufiafts may ralk
of their being Godded with- G o,
and Chriftned with Chrift (o

. ; whom

- —
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whom it may juftly be replied in
the words of Phtinas long ago to
the Gnofticks, that dvev apetiis Suis
Svoug. pavey without Vertue and real

- Goodnefs, Gov is bur 2 Name,

an empty and dry found) yet cer-
tainly there is a very intimate Com-
munion between Goo» and the
Soul of every Good Man, when
the Soul converles with him, &
noiw exughs by a quiet and fecret feel-
ing of the Vertue, Sweetnefs; and
Power of bis Goodnefs; as the fore:
named Philofopher exprefles: it
And defcribing further this tactual
Conjunction of the Soul with Gono,
he faith, That Gop and the Soul
doth, asit were, T egy néz"rpap., ourardet
jon Centres, and Centres do wholly
fwallow up one another, {b that
this Philofopher feems to aim ac
an Union even more than touch.
But whatever Idea thefe high and
taifed Expreflions may imprint
S 2 upon

T
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upon our Minds, yet doubtlefs
their full fence is comprehended
in that of St. Jobn, 1 Ep. 4. 16. God
is Love ; and he that dwelleth in Love,
dwelleth in God, and God in him, 1.e.
there is an intimate Communicatr-
on between Gop and he, that is
throughly Baptiz'd into the Spirit
of Divine Love, and Gop im-

arts himfelf to {uch ‘an one in
this Life, fo far as he'is capable of
receiving the Communications of
his infinite Fulnefs. ~ Which is the
higheft Privilege of Created Nature.
3. A good ufe of our Faculries,
as the Underftanding, Memory and
Will. When the Underftanding is
pure and clear, and capable of
Differencing and Dilcerning  the
beft Things, and the Will obedi-
ent to thac Light prefented to i,
and the Memory like a Faichful
Steward, Treafuces up thofe choice

and wfeful Trwths committed to its
‘ Trufl.
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Truft. - Now, true Goodnefs is
of fuch a Nature, as that it pu-
rifies and refines ‘thefe Faculties of
the Mind ; which, on the contrary,
are infinitely weakned and difor-
dered by Senfuality and immo-
derate Defires after the Bodily Life.
There'is nothing’* cafts fo fatal a
Damp upon the.choiceft Powers
of the Soul, as a deep Immerfion
in f{enfual Pleafures. So: that
though in this Life we fee but in-a
Glafs (as the Apoftle phrafes‘it)
and that darkly, et fuch 'is our
Infelicity’that the grofs Streams and
Suffufions that arife- by ‘the enor-
mous agitation of the Corporeal
Life, {o f{ully and befmear-the
Glafs of ‘our Undetftandings, ‘that
the pure Image of the Divinity,
and the bright face of Truth'can:
not fincerely be feen and difcerned
in it. ' And henee'it:is clear: and
evident, that the Mind is never fo
O3 health-
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healhful and {prightly, as when
itis carried in 2 fteady and even
courfe of Vertue. : |
Let us now.confider the Blef-
fings. of the Body, which are
Flealth and  Freedom  from Pain.
And whar ‘tends more to the Ad-
vancement of ; thefe than Tempe:
rance, Chaftiry and Sobriety 2 For
the Mind being throughly purged
and freed from the preflure of
eagthly Vices and . exrravagane
Laufls; derivesia healing:lnfluence
even. upon the Bedy ‘it felf, and
adds -a Brisknels and Vivacity to
ouy T erreftrial irame, ' But when
the Soul is. fower’d. with. Hatred,
pined with Enny; and daily fretred
with thole cotreding Cares- 2 Co-
vetous Humour infedts it withal,
the- Body pauicipates of the Infi-
micies of the Mind, and often be-
trays.its own il Conflirution by 2
Meagre Look, and a pale and de-

B e R
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jected Countenance.  Is not: the
voluptuous Perfon frequently pref-
fed into the Grave byan unequal
Load. of Meats and Drinks? And
does not the lafcivious Man groan
under the Miferies contracted from
a Luftful Bed? Nay, many -times
the . innocent Pofterity rue the
Faules and Sinsof their Ancgftors,
and the Rottennefs and Difeafes of
the Parents, procuied by their in-
fatiable - and- ungovernable Appe-
tites are equally tranfmicced coge-
ther with their Inheritances to their

Children. | -
~ Only Vertue thar's -kind and
beneficial to us, by- forbiding us
all thofe things which would de-
ftroy our Natwres; And if we
would . :hearken  to its - gentle
Whifpers, it not only fhows us,
how by a natural efficacy it would
preferve our Health, and- free us
from Pain, by accuftoming us to
O 4 a
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a difcreet Moderation of our fen-
fual Paffions and Defires,: but it
beftows a benign Pulchritude and
Serenity that is eafily difcerned in
the external Vifage and Counte-
nance. And perhaps Solomon mighe
allude to fome fuch thing as this,

Eccle(.8.1 when. he tells us that Wifdom makes

the-face to [bine, intimating, That
the Pra&tice of Holinefs and Ver-
tue fills the Soul with {uch -a chear-
ful Light and Vigour as diffufes
thofe lovely Beams which become
vifible in the very Face. As the
Emperour Antoninus obferved, That
a good, - fingle-bearted and benign Per-
Jon difcovers thefe beautiful Qualifica-
tions in his Eyes, neithet is it poffible
for bim to bide them. S

- Thus much for the Advantages
which . accrue to ‘the Body from
Religion : TheBleflings which be-
long joyntly both to the-Soul and
BOdY are, .- S
) o 1. A
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1. A good Name and Reputa-
tion. There is in the Mind of
Man a natural Defire of perpetu-
ating his Name and. Memory ;
and in all his A&ions of Moment
he makes to himfelf-litddle Em-
blerns and faint Reprelentations of
Immortality. From hence {prings
the Care -of Pofterity, : and here
lies the Ground of thofe coftly
Monuments ereted: by the Anci-
ents, viz. That they might Im-
mortalize their Names.:. “But thefe
are poor and petty things, and the
effects of a mean and abje¢t Mind
to place our Fame and Repu-tatidri
in any of -thofe external: Things
which the injury of Time may
obliterate and deface. = A good

Produ&tions of true’ and fincere
Vertue, and by how. much the
more Noble and Expanfive this is,
by fo much the more glorious'a
o Me-

© remnegmmpaT st e s e e
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‘Memory does it eranfmit of us to
fucceeding Generations.. This alone
will make the remembrance of us
like:a. precious Qynrment, which
will yield.a plesfant Fragrancy
and Perfumt, :when we are gone
into the other World.: . :
mi2.; Acompetency of Means and
Eftate. .. I, 15 erue, : a flourithing
Cdndition.is not always the Lot of
the: heft Chriftian, but rather con.
fidering .the reftlefs. endeavours of
Vice to promote it felf, we muft
expet through magy Tribulaci-
ons. to enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven, And if the fincerly Re:

bigious Perfon de: not flow with

Earthly abuindance, yer he is bet-
fex--fatishied 1o dic Poor, than to
bécame Rich by the Spoils of Wi:
dows. and Orphans, by the Ares
and Intrigues of Fraud, Deceit,
and Circumvention =ef others,
which are: che ufual Methods of

S grow-
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growing Rich in the World. How.
ever, it remains. equally firm thas
the Good, Honeft, Frugal and' Di-
ligent Perfon is in the fueft way o
profper ; and thathe that purlues

"nothing as his ultimate end, buc
the true Love of Gap and Ver

tue, is. invifibly madg fuccefsful
in his outward Circumitances, by
a favourable  and. .kind: Prowi:
dence. Ce S Loy in
-~ By -this Deduétion of Partiqu
lars i is evident how. much Religs
on contributes to ourHappinefs in
this Lifey cAnd from- what: has
been faid; we fee the:geear Worth
and Excellency of true Chriftianizy,
whofe  falutary Infludnces and b
fects we - experience both ia’ this
Life and-the other. - As for Viee;
it is of fuch a pitiful:iand crazy
Nature, that it cannet ftand upont
its own Legs, but is forcdd torude
the {hadow.: and: countenancevof
- er-
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Vertue for its fupport. - No Man
dares to own or make a Profeffion
of Vice for it {elf, but evermore
covers it with fome Sanétimonious
Colour and Difguife.- Judge then,
what ‘Worth :or:: Value can there

bein that which is not:able-to up-

hold it felf; -buc is betrayed by its
very Weaknefs? Let not then our
ungovernable Appetites deprive us
of chat Happinefs which is entailed
upon a Vertous Life. ::This will
ftand by ‘us:and fupport us in all
Eftates. “Tis. the Grace and Glory
of .our Youth to be found Vertu:
ous and Good, and ’twill be the
comfort of our old Age, when
we have pafled our days; and need
no. Repentance.. Vertue makes
the beft Provifion for:the Happi-
ncfs“ofﬂsllahf in this Life : For if
we.would : enjoy a long: and pro-
- {perous Life z'heg’c, t’hgzés: no :fgrcr
way to it-than through the 'Paths
ST of
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of Holinels; length of Days are in
her Right-band, and in ber Left-band
Riches and Honour. Would we
tranfaé our Lives in Tranquilicy
and Pleafure? There is no Peace
{o lafting, no Pleafure fo pure, as
that which {prings from an honeft
Hearr, The ways of Religion are
ways of Pleafantnefs, and all ber
Paths are Peace.

Indeed, if we are only in Love
with fenfual Pleafures, and make
it our whole bufinefs to purfue the
fatisfaction of Brutes, we can ne-
ver attain to any grateful and af-
fe¢ting relifh of Holinefs. Be-
caufe Vertue is a thing that can-
not be feen with Corporeal Eyes,
nor can the true difcriminating
fence of it be difcerned by the
outward Tafte. Burt there s an
inward {ence which is only awa-
kened by the conftant and ferious
A&s of Religion, that gives a crue

repre-
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reprefentation of Vertue, and af
fects the Mind with the folid Plea-
fures of Religion. Holinefs is of
a pesmanént and ftable Nature,
whefe - comfortable influence is
moft difcermble in the worft ftate
of - things,  and never leaves nor
forfakes 2 Man in the. Agonies of
Death it felf.  But alas, what
are all bodily Delights with which
the Lives .of Men are fo mmch
taken up 2 How frail and evanid |
How fleeting and uncettain! And
how void of all true Satisfacion
and Content! What remains then;
but that we ferioufly put in practice
all the Acts of unfeigned Piety and
Religionn 2 Which if we have any
Care of our beft Intereft we are
ftrictly obliged to. For whether
we confider Chriftianity as to its
ufefulnefs to the next Life, or its
Serviceablenefs to this, in both
thefe Cafes the Profic and Ad-

Vantage
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vantage of it evidently appears.

And now having finifhed what
I have to fay upon this Text, I
fhall conclude with this, That
Chriftianity is fo fram'd in all its
Parts, that no Man has any the
leaft fhadow of Reafon to be

afhamed of it.

Bleffed Lord, who haft caufed all
Foly Scriptures to. be written for our
Learning ; Grant that we may in
fuch wife bear them, read, mark, learn,
and imwardly digeft them, that by Pa-
tience and Comfort of thy Holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold faft
the bleffed Fope of everlafting Life,
which thou haft given us in our Savi-

our Jefus Chrift. Amen.

FINTIS




