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JupGcEs v. 2.

Pra1sE THE LORD FQR THE AVENGING oF ISRAEL,
WHEN ‘THE PEOPLE WILLINGLY OFFERED THEM-~
SELVES..

' ‘ 3_,': o | S
HESE words are part of the Song of Deborah,
compofed in order to ce]ebrate a great and umportant

V1&o}y, obtained by a few of the tribes of Ifrael, over the

numerous hoft of Jabin king of Canaan. The land .of Ii-
rael had long been {ubject to the depredations of this Gen-

ﬁle king; but zabumﬂ and Nthha]i particu]aﬂy groan'e‘&*

under the weight of his Yoke.. - Their condition muft feem,
the more deplorable, as they could entertain but little hope

of rellewng themfelves from the oppreflion of 3 tyranr,"
who, according to the facred hiftorian, had nine hundred_
chariots of iron. Roufed, however, at length, by the
prormfcs of deliverance made by the Prophetefs Deborah
thc people voluntarily affembled, and by one decifive eﬁ'orr

ytterly deftroyed . the army of the invader, and recovered
once more the bleflings of peace and fecurity,
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The words of the text have been felected for the prefent

occafion, not from an exa& refemblance of circumftances,
for, blefled be God, we of this nation have neither bowed
under the rod of oppreflion, nor experienced the horrors of
invafion, but merely to fuggeft the happy effets that have
flowed, from the voluntary fervices of even a few patriotic
{pirits, in feafons of national difficulty and diftrefs—and

more efpecially to point out, the merit of that generous dif-
interefted principle, which on fuch occafions leads men to

ftep forth in the fervice of their country ; and facrifice the
felfith confiderations of private eafe, to the public good.

4

~ Patriotifm haé ever been held in the higheft eftimation,

and celebrated by the united applaufe of all nations, in every

age. 1f we take a furvey of mankind, from the wandering
tribes of the defert, where the focial conneion appears in

its rudeft form, to the regions of cultivated and well-ordered
fociety; we fhall invariably find, that the lover of his
country, the warrior, and the hero, the man who has emi-

nently diftinguithed himfelf for the care and defence of his
‘own particular community, has always been confidered as a

public benefador, and juftly entitled to every mark of dif-
tinGtion and honour. So extravagant indeed was public

gratitude in this refpe, among ignorant and idolatrous na~

tions,
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trons, as. not only to 1mm01tahze, #but even advance to the

'rl" r"- -l
L]

rank of gods and demr{gods, great and emment chara&ers,

and conﬁder them as proper obje&s o‘f rehgtous Wor{hrp
Among the Romans of old the Iove of country was
efteemed, the natural and on]y proof of a great fou] and the

J POE IR 3 SVR 1O ¥ BES - -
want of it as the f’crongeft 1ndlcat10n of 2 mean lgnoble

fgrrrt It ‘Was cultwated therefore wrth an enthuﬁaﬁlc ar-
dour, and was not only f’cretched beyond al_l* bounds of rea-

ion and common fenfe, but even made to countenance every

!xl ::'.

a& of violence, 1rr1uﬂ1ce, and 0ppleﬂion, that could ferve
to gratify the mo(’c unbounded ambltlon, and luf’c for power
—Such 1n{’tances however are only to be conﬁdered as
proofs, that the beft quahtres may be perverted “and apphed
to the worft purpofes: for nothmg can be more obwous,
than that true patriptifm, ever. regulated EJ); rt’he eternal laws

of. juftice and humanity, is at once the ssmament and fecu-
Y

rity of any ftate.

Let us, for a moment, {uppofe a ftate, in which thc Mem-

bers were {o utterly depraved, and funk in lano'uor and effe-
minacy; or, if you pleafe, fo much influenced by the prin-
ciples of a misjudging confcience, as to be unable, or un-
'willing to provide for their fafety and protetion. - It is evi-
dent {uch a ftate, like an edifice built without ce-nrent,

| B | muft
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muft be disjointed, .and thrown down, by the firft rude
fhock of violence. . Suppofing no one 4ardy enough to ftand
forth at the hour of danger in his country’s caufe; no one
willing to expofe his life in her defence, and refift even to
blood ; it s evident the advantages of focial life, its peace,
and happinefs, muft immediately yicld, to the ravages of the
lawlefs invader. A ftate, thus unprovided for its own de-
fence, would not only be expofed to the attacks of ambi-
tious and enterprizing {pirits; but would even challenge -
the infults of cowards, and of the moft abje& of mankind.
In a word; on thefe terms ¢¢ the whole earth would be
¢ filled with violence, and the violent take it by force,”

But perhaps it may be enquired, whether this virtue fo
highly revered among heathen nations, has an equal claim

to the regard of Chriftians. It may be faid, that fuch a
clofe attachment to the interefts of one particular commu-

nity, cannot be reconciled to the dicates of a religion, that
tells us our regards fhould be as diffufive as the human
race; and that a ftate of warfare and refiftance, cannot be
thought confiftent with the pure fpirit of the gofpel, which
expreflly commands us ¢ not to refift evil, but rather give
¢ place unto wrath; never to avenge ourfelves, but if
“ ftruck on the right cheek, to turn the other alfo,”—We

are perfuaded the patriotifm for which we plead, is ftriGly
reconcileable
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reconcileable to the whole tenor of the Chriftian religlon.—
It is true, we are taught in fcripture to love even our ene-
mies; and on all occafions to imitate the benevolence of
that God, ¢ who letteth his fun fhine on the evil and on th,
‘“ 900d, and his rain defcend on the juft and on the unjuft,”—

But are we commanded to love all the race of men with the
fame meafure, and degree of affe¢tion?—It has been juitly

obferved, that focial love and regard gradually fpreads from
relatives to friends, from friends to countrymen, and thence
to all the world: ftill weakening in its energies, as each
circle of it recedes from the centre, and becomes more ex-
panded. The human heart is naturally thus influenced;

and there is no precept of the gofpel, that gives teafon to

conclude that our affetions, thus varying, according to re-
Jation and circumftance, are ill regulated or mifplaced.

And with refpe@ to the precepts of mutual forbearance
abovementioned, 1t may be fufficient to ti')bferve, that they
were defigned, not to regulate the conduct of ftates, but of
individuals in the fame ftate, in order to {upprefs the unruly

paffions of malice and revenge, and fecure by the exercife
of mercy and forgivencfs, the peace and happinefs of each
other.~——They cannot, with any fhew of reafon, be ap-

plied to thofe maxims by which communities and kingdoms
muft of neceflity be governed.  But-it may be inferred
- from
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from various paffages of fcripture, that the genius of the
Chriftian religion is {o far.from cendemnmg the exerc;fc of
public fpirit, that it encourages and enforces it, on better
principles, and by more awful fanGions, than the heathen
world could be acquainted with. Chriftianity extinguifhes
in' the heart all mean and felfith regards, and renders us
more alive to the impulfe -of a generous difinterefted {purt,
It fecures us from the allurements of criminal pleafureg,
which at once enervate the body, and deprefs the native vi-
gour of the foul; by this means removing thofe various
obftacles, that {o often keep us back, when called to the
{ervice of ou'r. country. In the words of an eminent pre-
late, ‘¢ *It commands us to love our neighbour, that is, our
‘“ fellow-citizens as ourfelves; to feek their welfare in pre-
“ ference to our own, where they happen to interfere;
and, if it be neceffary, even to lay down our lives for
‘ their fakes.t It infpires us with every fentiment that is
‘¢ noble, liberal, and difinterefted; with that holy, and

fincere, and rational love of our country, which {pring-

€C o

ing from the love of God, and the love of man, knows
‘“ no other bounds but what they prefcribe, and aés of

€c

€6

* A Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons, 3:oth of Janvary, 1767,
by the Rev. Dr. Porteous, now Bifhop of Chefter.

t 1 Cor. 10. 24, 1 1 John, 3. 16,

¢ courfe
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<¢ courfe within a circumference wide enough to take in the
<. real interefts of any people, without invading (what
‘ ought never on any pretence to be: invaded) the common

“ rights of mankind. Beyond this, 1t is enthufialm, not

< patriotifm, to go.”

Tt feemed the more neceffary to dwell upon this point,

hecaufe an ingenious but fanciful writer* has reprefented
patrlotlfm asa mere heathenifh virtue, unworthy to be ranked

among thofe of a Chriftian, as breathing a {pirit contrary

to the general philanthropy of the gofpel. - But the writer
evidently deludes himfelf with a {pettre, cn which he be-
fiows the name, but not the true charalter of patriotifm.
For as long as the tender charities of friend and relative

fhall be dear to our hearts, the advantages of {fociety worth

our care, and the interefts of religion truly valuable ; fo

long will the love of country come powerfully recom-

mended as equally the duty of the man, the citizen and the

chriftian.

The exercife of this virtue is by no means confined to

particular circumftances and prefling exigencies. In the
C days

¢ Soame Jenyns's Evidence of Chriflianity,
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days of peace and tranquility it ftill operates, though in z
Y
‘manner lefs confpicuous, guided and directed in every duty,

whether of public or of private life, by the uniform wifh
to promote the common good. Butin times of national
danger and alarm, when the enfigns of war arc-difplayed,
when the intereft, perhaps the exiftence of the {tate lies at
ftake, and life and property are no longer fecure, then its
exertions become proportionably more vigorous, and its

ardour 1n the public cauie more warm and animated.

And did not we of this nation, my friends, lately experi-
ence a fituation like that above defcribed ? Were we not

tnequally engaged in war with three powerful nations con-
federated for our ruin? “Were we not menaced with inva-
fion, devaftation, and bondage? At a time too when Britain
was torn and difmembered by the feparation and refiftance
of a confiderable part of her empire, and even internally
convulfed by the ftruggles of contending parties? At
{uch an alarming crifis it might have been exPeéled that the
whole nation would have been roufed into action, and that

even a fenfe of private intereft would have concurred with
public fpirit to meet the threatning -ftorm. But where,
=fave in the efforts of a few, did we behold the genuine

marks of that patriotic virtue, once efteemed the character-

1ftic



(15 )

itic of Britons? Whither was that fpirit fled, which, on
other occafions, had fo often humbled the infulting foe,
and vindicated a nation’s caufe ’—Loft alas! and extin-
guiihedi in the lap of luxury and floth, or, where alive,
burning with an unfriendly heat in the animofity of party
difpute. "

It will be urged perhaps in reply, that where a regular
and national defence is provided, there can be no juft claim
to the perfonal exertions of individuals, unacquainted with
the habits of a military life—But, to give weight to the
reply, thou'd not this regular defence be fuppofed adequate
to the exigencies of the ftate? The laws of our country

have happily provided for the maintenance and {upport of
the poor, that they might not be left expofed to the occu-

fional and precarious fupply of voluntary contribution ; but

no well difpofed mind confiders this as precluding the

exercife of a charitable difpolition, when the means and

opportunities are offercd.  No more can the eftablifhment ot
fegular forces fuperfede the concern we have in the public
welfare, or the neceflity of even taking up arms, to guard
againft the efforts of a too powerful enemy. But in falt
'we were told, and that from the higheft authority, that ths

military force of this kingdom was not judged adequate to
the
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the prefling occafion; and in confequence an application
was made to require, and in a manner moit likely to

influence every generous heart, our voluntary aid. The

return made by the pation at large to this requifition, can
not be fuppofed to reflect much honour on the national cha-

racter., In truth, does it not convincingly juftify, this ge-
neral conclufion, that our countrymen no longer inherit the

virtues and the patriotifm of their anceftors ¢

The fentiments of fome modern writers, give us a very
gloomy profped, of thedeclining ftate of the Britifh empire--
we truft the unfavourable pi¢ture is, in many refpects, over-
charged. Yet the want of that public {pirit, which, at

former periods, has {o much diftinguifhed the natives of

this 1ifle, furnifhes us with too plain and melancholy a
fymptom of a finking ftate, While the love of country

prevailed at Rome, and every citizen feit his heart deeply
interefted in her glory, her empire was daily extended,
and fhe at length became miftrels of the world. But |
when luxury and fenfuality had debafed the manly cha-
ralter, and extinguifhed patriotic zeal, how foon did this
mighty empire crumble to pieces, and fall a prey to the ra-
vages of the barbarians of the North.—The fame caufes
mult ever be productive of the fame effes. If the preva-

lence
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Ience of luxury, with its conftant attendants, corruption of
manners; and extinction of public virtue, have hitherto

been deftructive to other once flourithing ftates and King-
doms, they mult at length prove fatal to Britain.

How far.the bleflings of peace may contribute to reftore
ftrength and vigour to the {tate, and prolong the term of its
exiftence, muft depend on the ufe or abufe of this providen-
tial difpenfation. Riches and abundance will be the probable

confequence. O let us beware of their enervating influ-
ence! and guard againft a danger, the effects of which we

have already too fenfibly experienced !

If the conditions on which peace has been obtained a}ipear
humiliating and difgraceful, they may, at leaft, furnifh us
with a leflon of reproof for the paft, and of caution for the
time to come. Let us not be too much concerned that the

Britifh empire muft now be confined within narrower bounds,
rather let us refle& with confufion, that this has been the

natural effe of national depravity. Let us fincerely recall
and practife the virtues of the Chriftian and the patriot; and
then we may reafonably hope, under the blefling of provi-

dence, that happinefs, vigour, and fecurity will be reftored

to the land. | '
D But
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~ But though it may be obferved with regret, that our late

b,excrtlons have not been proportioned to the exigencies of

53

% public affairs, and fuch as might naturally be expedted from

a nation of freemen, and of Britons; yet the reproach can-,

not be juftly extended to 4//. Many individuals have proved

themfelves alive to the virtuous emotions of public {pirit.

And it is a tribute of praife juftly due to the inhabitants of

this town, to declare, that they ftand firtt in the lift of thofe,
who have exerted themfelves in ftrengthening the hands of
government. And you, my friends, in particular, ftepped

forth at your fovereign’s call, prepared, even by your per-

fonal fervices, to contribute to the mnational defence, at a
time big with difficulty and danger. Animated with the with
to render your fervices as beneficial as pofiible, you fubmit-

ted, with patience and perfeverance, to the rigid rules of mi-
jitary difcipline, and devoted a confiderable portion of your

time to the ufe and exercife of arms. You very wilely con-
fidered that undifciplined bodies of men, however numerous

and active, form but a very flender barrer againft the ar-
tificial movements, and well-condu&ed efforts, of an invad-
ing foe ; and that to be prepared to repel an attack, is the beft
and only pledge, that hoftile attempts will never be made.

Were it neceffary to make any oblervations on the
plan
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plan of your affociation, it might not be difficult to thew, in
anfwer to thofé, who aﬁ'eé‘t to conﬁder it as dangerous and
unconftitutional, that it 1s more ‘confiftent with that' fpemes
of national:defence, which prevailed at the earlier periods of
the Britifh ino*narchy,' than ftanding armies of regular, or J
even militia cor rps. In thofe days {oldiers were, on any

fudden-emergency, colle&ed from the body of the people,

and at the expiration of, perhaps one camp'ugn refigned
the military charalter, and mingled again in the common

mafs of their fellow fubjetts. Thofe of our gallint ancef-
tors who fought and. conquered at Creffy, and at Agincourt,

were clneﬂy men, wéll acquamted with tlie ufe, but noten-

gaged in the regalar and conftant profeflion of arms. ~But
it will not be thought neceffary to dwell upon this fubje& |
your Affociation has received the f.sm&lon of the Leg:ﬂature |
and whatever opinion may be entertalned as to the exPedl-
ency, no objection can be juftly made to the legahty of the
meafure, | o | .

" There ; is every reafon to beheve that you have becn in-
fluenced by the pure{’c motives of promotmg thic pubhc

good And yet that condud&, Whlch in better tlmes, would
have been thought entitled to general applaufe, has lerved” to,,
expofe you to cenfure and detra&ion. It has been fald that

a fpm.:



it of pride and ambition, has united you together. Buit
qurely the ambition to be diftinguifthed in a good caufe; in
the caufe of humanity, of honour; and your country, can
hardly be afcribed to you as a crime: and in an eftablifhment
like yours, little food can be furnifhed, to gratify a luft for

power. Pre-eminence and command, can be the lot only

of a few; and even that too {fuppofes a pre-eminence in
carc and unwearied attention.

The cllﬁnge which has 1at§1y taken place in our pub-

lic affairs, removes every .apprehenfion for national fafe-
ty—we fhall at lealt be fecured from the infults of our

foreign enemies. But you may ftill render important fer-
vices to fociety, by aiding the civil magiftrate; and by
teprefling (fhould unhappily an armed force be necef-
fary) the riot and -diforder of domeftic enemies.—But
how regular and guarded fhould be the condu& of thofe,

who prétend to regulate the condu@ of others? How
peaceable thofe, who profefs themfelves the guardians of

peace? In your circumftances, prefume not too much on

the indulgence of the world; but rather conclude that every
inftance of mifconduct will be heightened, and every act of

imprudence magnified, through the medium of prejudice.

“ Avoid therefore the very appearance of evil, and let not

‘“ your
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‘¢ your good be evil {pnken of.”  As much as lieth in '3‘1‘;_..'3;"2;_.;

‘e if it be poffible, live peaceably with all men.” Andin :pfar,,,

ticular beware of indulging a peevith, froward, refentful tem-
per. Becaufe you have added the military to your civil du-
ties, adopt not therefore the lefs pleafing part of the foldier’s
character, who too often becomes, in the language of the
Poet, ¢ Jealous in honour, fudden, and quick in quarrels.”——--
Belicve me my friends, there 1s not temper more averfe to
that of the Chriftian, nor one indeed that is a greater bane to
the pleafures of fociety, ot bar to the freedom of friendly in-
tercourfe, than that fiery combulftible fpirit, that kindles into
flame on every frivolous occafion, and {eems to watch for op-
portunities of difplaying fuperior courage. But true coum"ge,
like charity, ¢ is not cafily provoked, thinketh no evil.”
It is a cool, calm, and {teady principle of a&ion; rather def-
];ifés than fears the attempts of others, and never ftrikes till

the motive will fully juftity the blow.

| If T may be allowed to advert more particularly to
the prefent occafion, permit me to remark that you
thould confider thg Standard, with which you have been
this day prelented, as defigned, not to fwell the parade
of military array, and “ mock the air with idle fate,”

but as a Badge of honour, a Centre of union, and Pledge

K | of
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of fidelity.  Your prefent numbers are not confiderable;

you can therefore expe& to derive'weight from nothing
but the firmnefs of your union, and the ¢xaltnefs of your
difcipline; and this end cannot be obtained without a due
{fubordination, and a prompt and regular obedience - to the
_authority of thofe who command. 'To them you delegated.
this authority; and to obey, is only to refpeét yourfelves.
They were the men of your free and unbiafled choice; you
are therefore bound by the ties of duty, and of honour, to

pay them every neceflary mark of refpect,

Give me leave to add another, and that an interefting con-
fideration, and I have done.—You are enlifted too under a
SACRED BANNER, the banner of the great Carrain of our
{alvation ; and have folemnly engaged to become his faith-
ful foldiers and fervants, Let it be your conftant care to

difcharge the duties of your fpiritual warfare, and then, no
doubt, you will be prepared, on every emergency, to quit
yourfelves like men. Let the {pirit of Chriftianity once pre-
vailin your hearts, and 1t will invariably teach you the duties
you owe to the public and your{elves; and fuggeft, in every
trying circumitance, what prudence, juftice and humanity

may rcquire.

But
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But vou have been told, perhaps, that Chriftianity is -
productive of a weak pufillanimous difpofition, incapable of
vigorous. exertions and military prowefs. - Believe not the
idle 1nfinuation. Chriﬂianit}" indeed juftly abhors wanton
a@s of violence, barbarity and bloodfhed, cither among in-
dividaals, or even contending ftates ; but, ag we have before
{feen, does not réprefs the ardour of true patriotifm ; on the
contrary, encourages and f{upports it. Does it {feem proba-
ble that the good man, who goes farth f{upported by the
confidence of a righteous caufe, and of a confcience void of
offence, and for whom death cannot therefore have extra-
ordinary terrars, fhould be lefs diftinguithed in the field for

his bravery and i'ntrepidity, than the wicked and abandoned
wretch, to whom death* muft appear the moft dreadfu] of
all evils, :md who can be {upported by nothing but a blind

brutal courage, firengthened by hab:t and the abfence of all
thought !

Be affured, the virtues of the military charaler, however

raifed and exalted, can never become truly amiable, or
equally beneficial to fociety, unlels improved and adorned
by the graces of the Chriftian: but, what is of infinitely
more importance, without thefe, which are the truc orna-
ments of the foul, you can entertain no reafonable hope, of

1ccurmg
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fecuring the favour of God, and the rewards” of heavei.

Your earthly warfare muft foon come to a petiod; it would

therefore be the helght of. folly to pay all your attention to
the concerns of the prcfent world, of a country that mufk
c’er long be relinquifhed, and negle& the infinitely fuperior:
interefts of an enduring country, and of a ftate that will never
end. How happy and enviable muft be the clofing {cene of .
the Chriftian hero, who can with rapture cry out in the lan-
guage of the apoltle, I bave fought the good fight, I bave
Jfenifbed my courfe, 1 bave kept the faith. Henceforth there
is laid up for we a crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord the

Mgbteam Fudge fhall give me at that day ; and not to me m{y
but unto all thein alfo that love bis appearmng.

T H E E N D.

E R R A T A
Pack 7, line 5, for part read a part.

. 9, 10, far armament sead ornament,
11, 8 dele and regard.
12, 8, for pleafure read pleafures.
14, 1, for tranquility read tranquillity.
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