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PSALM xxvir. 1.

THOUGH AN HOST SHOULD ENCAMP AGAINST
ME, MY HEART SHALL NOT FEAR— THOUGH.

WAR SHOULD RISE AGAINST ME, IN THIS
WILL 1 BE CONFIDENT.

v

THESE words . of the Royal Pfalmift,
we expreflive of a firm belief pfathe fuper-
intending Providence of Gob, and a full
convi€tion that he will never fail to afford

il neceflary protection and fupport to his
hithful fervants, in the moft trying cir-
cumftances.—The doétrine of Providence
ndeed, appears fo clofely connected with
he acknowledgment of the being of a Gop,
that one might naturally be led to conclude,
that where the latter was believed, the former
Would not be rejected. The material world,

nevery fide, prefents us with fuch ftriking
indications
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indications of Almighty Power, that we no
fooner contemplate the wonders around us,
than we difcover the divine Author; and
may we not equally difcover, that the fame
power that was neceflary to create, was alfo
neceflary to preferve? It is a conclufion
founded on the cleareft principles of reafon
and philofophy, that were the {uperintend-
ing care of- Providence withdrawn for a
fingle moment, the beautiful arrangement of |
things we now fee and admire, would im-
mediately be reduced to chaos.* But if the |
material world be the obje&t of the divine
agency, can we poflibly fuppofe that this]
agency is not equally extended to the rational |
world ? That man, the chief of Gob’s
works here below, whether we .regard his;
bodily powers or iatelleGual faculties, thould
be altogether neglected ?  That the dwelling
fhould be allowed to engage more of the
care of heaven than the inhabitant; for whofe}
accommodation it appears to have been- prin-
cipally formed? Nay, would it not imply
the greateft abfurdity to conclude, that mer,
matter, incapable of {fenfation, thould b4

morg

¥ éce Clarke’s Evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion, page
Allo Jenkin's Reafonablene(s of the Chriftian Religion, vol. 2d. chap.
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more highly regarded, than a being who

can feel, and gratefully acknowledge the
favours received ?

Thus the light of reafon, if fairly em-
ployed, will lead us to this important con-
clufion, that ** doubtlefs there is a Gobp
that judgeth the earth.”* +

Yet how highly are we indebted to the
roodnefs of Gop, that this doctrine does
not reft merely on the foundation of what
reafon might infer, but is clearly taught and
eftablifhed in his revealed word —in the
Sacred Pages of both the Old and New
Teftaments this leading truth 1s illuftrated
in the molt ftriking colours, and confirmed
by the moft appolite examples. We there
ead that *“ in Gop’s hand is the foul of
every living thing, and the breath of all
mankind 4§ — that ¢ the LoRrp is the pre-
lerver of men ”t—that *“ he holdeth our
loul in life, and he will be our guide unto
death *§~—that ‘“ in him we live and move
ind have our being’q—that ¢ the very
hirs of our head are all numbered, *

B We

Phim Iviii, 10, + Jobxif. 10, 3 Job vii. 20.  § Ps, lavi, g.
Ps. xlviti, 14, T AQsxvii, 28, ¥ Lukexii 7,
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~ We are there alfo exprefsly inftruéted that
the providential care of Heaven 1s extended
to man in his focial, as well as individual
capacity ; and that nations and kingdoms are
under his government: *¢ For the MosT
Hicu ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
oiveth it to whomfoever he will.* The
Lorp increafeth the nations and deftroyeth
them: he enlargeth the nations and {ftrait

eneth them again.”f
The hiftory of the Jews may not impro-

perly be termed a facred record of divine
Providence. And,f%vhat is ufually called
profane hiftory, were eflects, with equal

accuracy and truth, traced to the original
Caufe, and the inftrument to the Hand

whofe dire¢tion it obeyed, the conftant in-
terpofition of Providence would be difplayed
in the moft legible characters. The hiftory
of our own Nation in particular, will furnifh
ample proofs of this nature, And the awful
{cenes which have lately paflfed around us,
one might imagine, could not fail to imprefs
the heart of the moft carelefs obferver, with

a powerful conviction, ¢ that the hand o
th

* Daniel iv, xvii, $ Job xiL, 33,
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~ the Lorp hath done this; and that the
Holy One of Iirael hath created it.”*

It will not, I truft, be thought neceflary
for me to dwell any longer on the proofs of
this dotrine. I have no realon to queftion
your ready acknowledgment of this great
truth. But is there no duty connected with
this acknowledgment ? If Gop governs the
world, and condelcends to behold the things
that are tranfacted here below, have we no
intereft in all this?  Is 1t not of the higheft
concern, and fhould it not be the firft objet
of our care, to fecure the favour and pro-
teGtion of this Almighty Being? It is evi-
dently our duty and our intereft to employ

our beft endeavours to propitiate that Gobp,
who is ¢ mighty to fave or to deftroy,” and

then with plous confidence, truft in his
coodnefs, that he will afford us all neceffary
aid,. relieve us under every dificulty, or at
leaft difpofe all events ultimately to promote
our benefit. Supported by this animating
affurance that Gop is our defence, we may
apply to ourfelves the words of the Pfalmift
In the text—** Though an hoft of men
fhould encamp againft me, my heart fhall

B2 not

# Haiah xi1, 20.
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not fear : though war thould rife again{t me,
in this will I be confident.”

But to repofe truft and confidence in the
Providence of Gob is not all that is required
of us. In thehour of difficulty and danger,
it behoves us to have recourfe to the divine
aid, becaufe we are weak, dependent crea-
tures. But does it not alfo become our duty
to {fecond our application to Heaven by our
own beft efforts? The do&rine of Provi-
dence were indeed unhappily perverted, if
1t were underftood to fuperfede, not to encou-
rage human endeavours. The means which
Providence hath already beftowed fhould be
faithfully employed. We ought doubtlefs
to truft that God will be pleafed to afford
whatever is neceffary for our prefervation —
whatever is neceffary for our health, and
comfortable fubfiftence. But fhould our
confidence be extended to fuch an unlimited
degree, as to induce us to fit down in torpid
indifterence, and neglet thofe means of {up-
plying our wants which he has already
placed within our reach? A condu& like

this would indicate a criminal prefumption,
not a reafonable confidence ; for little claim
can that man make to further afliftance, who |

negleéts
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negletts to employ ¢hat which has been
already beftowed.

Thefe obfervations, I prefume, will not
be thought foreign or inapplicable to our
own circumitances, and to the occafion of
the prefent folemnity. We are at this mo-
ment engaged in an eventful war; and our
fituation, it muft be owned, is, in many
refpelts, truly alarming. We are urged by
every motive, that can addrefs our hopes
and fears, to apply, with earneft {upplica-
tion, for the protection of Heaven; and at
the fame time to exert our moft vigorous
efforts, to guard againit the common danger.
If ever there was an occafion that imperioufly
demanded a more than common exertion—
if ever there was a period when it concerned
every Briton to ftep forward in his Country’s
caufe — this is that period! We are not

now engaged in a conteft for power or domi-
nation; met to gratify the views of ambition,

or add new conquefts to the Britith Empire,
No. The important ftake for which we now
contend, is no lefs than the very exiftence
of that Empire. The ftruggle involves in
its confequences, our King and our Country
—our Liberty, our Property, our Religion,

- and
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and our Laws! Our Enemies have not hefi-
tated publicly to avow the moft relentlefs
hatred againft us. They have ventured to
declare an irreconcileable hoftility againft
our civil and religious eftablithments — they
have infolently pronounced that France and
Britain cannot exift together I*

At the commencement of the war num-
bers were, orat leaft affected to be perfuaded,
that the dreadful conteft might have been
honourably declined. It is now but of little
importance to fettle the queftion of aggrese
fion, and to decide whether the war, even
at 1ts origin, was not on our part ftrictly
defenfive. The f{ublequent condu& of the
Enemy hath placed the queftion on a different
bafis. No fooner were 2all reafonable terms
of accommodation rejeted —no fooner was

every overture for Peace contemptuoufly de-
clined, and every conciliatory propofition
anfwered by the menace that the terms of
peace would be dictated in this Kingdom at
the head of an invading Armyl—from that
moment no choice has remained to the People

of this Land, but either with cowardly
{fubmiflion

* See the Proclamation of the Direftory of France, 1+ Frimaire, {Novs

21, 1797) the 6th. year of the Republic.
| + See the fame Proclamation,



15

it 4l bl S

fubmiffion to appeafe the vengeance of the
adverfary, and tamely bend the neck to the
yoke of fervitude,~—or with manly forti-
tude to maintain the chara&er of Britons——
aflert our native independence, and, to the
very laft extremity, repel the invaders of
our Country. Bafe and abject muft be that
foul, that can hefitate for a moment in
choofing the latter alternative—that can
endure the very thought of difgraceful capi-
tulation, and of hugging the chain of {lavith
dependence. On a quettion like this, could
our brave anceftors look down and behold
the lealt mark of hefitation, how would
they blufh for their degenerate defcendants!
But fuppofe us to have forfeited the {pirit
of our anceftors; fuppole, merely for the
argument’s {ake, a ftate of things, which, I
truft, will never be realized, that in confe-
quence of fome baleful influence, the {ub-
jects of this Realm fhould be difpofed to
furrender the honour and independence of
the Kingdom; to violate the facred bonds of
allegiance to their King, and of attachment
to the Conftitution: yct would they be
equally difpofed to relinquifh their own in-

tereft and welfare? To furrender all the in-
valuable
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valuable bleflings conneted with this happy
Conftitution?—the privilege of ¢ dwelling
‘“ fafely, every man under his vine and
“ under his fig-tree ” ¥ — the privilege of
equal laws impartially adminiftered — the
privilege of property fecured from rapacious
hands— together with the privilege of wor-
fhipping Gop in whatever religious forms
the confcience may approve ? Thefe privi-
leges are not confined to this or that order
of fociety : they are equally extended to
all :  they pervade the whole {yftem of
the community, and diftufe their impar-
tial influence to the humbleft, as well as the
moft exalted member of the State — all,
therefore, without exception, are deeply in-
terefted in their prefervation, and are bound
by the {trongeft motives, to guard and pre-
ferve them with a jealous care.

[ am wcll aware that it hath frequently
been infinuated, with the moft infidious de-
fign, that the great and the opulent,—thofe
who are fometimes termed the favourites of
fortune, and have much property at ftake,
are the only perfons who have reafon to be

alarmed at the approach of an invading vic-
| torious

* 1 Kings, 1v. 23,
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torious Enemy. To you, my friends, it is
almoft needlels to detect the fallacy of this
infinuation ; you are well convinced, that
in the according harmony of a well mixed
State, ‘‘ one member cannot fuffer, but all
““ the members muft {uffer with it.” — The
labourer and the mechanic, the man who
procures the neceflaries of life by the {weat
of his brow, muft feek employment, and
the reward of his induftry, from the hands
of his more wealthy neighbour, Thus
in the animal f{yflem, by the regular courfe
of circulation, the extremities are fupplied
with neceflary fupport; but intercept -the
genial current at the heart, and every mem-
ber muft languith, decay, and perith, We
are all, then, from the higheft to the lowett,
deeply concerned in the opulence, the com-
merce, and the general proiperity of the
Kingdom at large.

Let it ever be remembered, that wealth
can furnifh no enjoyment to its potietior,
without the induftry of the inferior orders ;
and that zhese would in vain look for fubfift-
ence and fupport, unlefs from the ftores of
the powerful and wealthy. Ina word, by an
abfolute decree of Providence eftablithed in

C our
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our nature, fubordination forms a neceffary
chain of connexion and mutual dependence,
which cannot be broken, or even impaired,
without the moft ruinous effects. In truth,

were it poflible for the Enemy to carry their
threats into execution, and fucceed in thelr

defperate attempts againft this kingdom, every
order and defcription of its inhabitants, be
affured, would be compelled to drink the
bitter cup of fuffering, cven to the dregs,—
In proof of this, we need only appeal to well
authenticated facts recorded in the pafling
hiftory of the times. Enquire what has
been the condué of the enemy in Holland,
in Switzerland, in Italy; in fhort, in every
territory where they have been enabled to
erect their ftandard — Have they not marked

their progrefs by acts of cruelty, devaftation,
and plunder? — and under the plaufible pre-

text of liberty and fraternity, have they not
annihilated the antient forms of Govern-
ment ? and reduced the people to the moft
lamentable ftate of poverty and vaflalage?
And could Britain, if induced to capitulate
with the foe, reafonably expect a milder
fate? Say rather, would not the yoke be

bound upon our necks with tenfold aggrava-
tion 2
It
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It is well known that this highly favour-
ed nation has long been confidered as the
abhorred rival of France— has ever been
viewed with an eye of jealoufy and envy,
as the grand obftacle to her ambitious pro-
jects.  Would not France then, if a favour-
able occafion offered, eagerly gratify the
infatiable paffions of avarice and revenge, at
the expence' of her proftrate rival? Nay
would fhe not, even on a principle of policy,
think it expedient to deprive us of every
means of future competition ? Nothing, in
thort, can be more evident, than that, if it
fhould be the will of Heaven, as a punifh-
ment for our iniquities, to give us over a
prey to our enemies—1t 1s not for me to
defcribe the fad variety of wretchednefs,
which muit then be experienced by us—in
fuch a dreadful event, {uffice it to declare,
““ that no forrow would bé like unto our
forrow.”

It will naturally be enquired, to what new,
and extraordinary combination of circum-
ftances is it to be afcribed, that France is
now become the object of terror and alarm

to furrounding nations — more efpecially

will Britons be ready to make the enquiry,
Ca2 who
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who, on former occafions, have frequently
been enabled to chaftife her infolence, and
repel her moft powertul efforts.

The politician will piobably tell us, that
much of the efiect may be attributed to the
pernicious dodtrines taught, and induftri-
ouily propagated by the emiflaries and partl-
fans of France — Doétrines that have too
well fucceeded in creating disloyalty and
disaflection, efpecially in the breafts of the
inferior ranks of {ociety; and have thus
fatally tainted the heart, and blafted the
arm of national defence. They will alfo
urge, that the ruling defpoti{m of that nation,
has not fcrupled to adopt fuch arbitrary
means of concentrating her force, as none of
her Kings had ever dared to employ. They
will probably add, that France, having as-
sumed like Rome of old, a military charac-
ter, has gone far beyond the example pro-
fefledly imitated, in the moft dreadful alts
of perfidy, cruelty, and extortion: and has
uniformly employed the plunder of every
recent conqueft, in new and more extenfive
fchemes of depredation.

In this manner will the politician attempt
to account for fuch a rapid fucceffion of

- yi&ories
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vitories as have filled all nations .with

aftonithment and apprehenfion: nay, perhaps
he will reft fatisfied that he has affigned

caufes adequate to the effeCts produced — As
fecondary caufes, who will venture to queftion
their weight and importance? But the
Chriftian philofopher extends his view be-
yond thefe limits. He {ees in the wonderful
and unexampled victories of France, the
hand of the Almighty ftretched out to take

vengeance on a wicked world, e fees a
people, preeminent in guilt, in profligacy,
and infidelity, felected as proper inftruments
for this awful purpofe — to warn the careleis,
to reclaim the diffolute, and to punifh the
abandoned ; and at the fame time to become,
by a juft retribution, the devoted objects of
their own vengeance,

It will not, I prefume, be neceflary for me
to purfue this fubject. If I have not been
altogether difappointed of my aim, you are
effetually convinced that it behoves you to
be warned by the portentous figns of the
times, and {eafonably to provide for your own
fecurity, by attending to their falutary ad-
monitions. So far at leaft as regards your
military prepara.tlons you have not been m-

attentive ;
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attentive.  Your ardour and energy has
hitherto challenged the higheft approbation.
Go on, my gallant countrymen, and tellow-
{oldiers, in the road of patriotifm and ho-
nour — perfevere in the objet you have
chofen; and let the fteadinefs and confiftency
of your conduct teftify, that you have been
more influenced by the merit, than the novel-
ty of the caufe. Let it be your pride to
become good foldiers, by a {trit attention to
difcipline, and the ufe of arms, and a prompt
obedience to the commands of thofe, to whom
obedience 1s due. Be aflured, that fhould
circumftances demand your exertions in the
field of battle, the excellency of your difci-
pline will afford the beft human mcans of
perfonal fecurity—and render your fervices,
doubly efficacious, and valuable to vour

country,

But, my friends, perhaps I am deviating
from the preacher’s province, to whom it more
efpecially belongs to point out and enforce,
rather your sacred, than your miu/itary duties.

When it 1s confidered that thole, who are
engaged in the profeflion of arms, muft of
neceflity be expofed to peculiar danger: and
that life, uncertain in its beft condition,

15
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is rendered ftill more precarious to the fol-
dier; one might naturally be led to conclude
that this circumftance would have no little
weight in promoting religious habits, and
powerfully imprefs the mind with a fenfe of
the importance of a {erious and virtuous con-
duct.—But will experience juftify this fa-
vourable conclufion? Does not the life of
a foldier generally bear the outward indica-
tions of levity and folly ? Nay, is it not too
often marked by alts of a profligate and
immoral nature? —It were indeed much
- to be wifhed, that the intervals of duty were
employed to better purpofes, than in pro-
moting a {pirit unfriendly to religious obli-
gations ; and that by means of {fome falutary
and {eafonable regulations, the abundant lei-
fure of the military profeflion, might not
continue, as it 1s generally fuppofed, a fnare
to the morals of the young and unexperi-
enced — Be this, however, as it may, vou,
my friends, ar¢ exempt from temptations of
this nature —with you, the feafon of mili-
tary duty is the feafon of relaxation from
vour ufual engagements— But the regular,
as well as the occafional foldier, might rea-
dily make his military, in fome meafure {ub-

{fervient
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fervient to religious and moral difcipling—e
He might confider thofe duties which con-
tribute to the health and vigour of the body ;
which promote habits of attention, regula-
rity, decency, and {ubordination; as not re-
motely connected with thofe duties of Chris
tianity which give health and vigour to the
foul, and promote its effential intcrefts,-—
St. Paul {fecems to have been well aware of this
connexion; at leaft, he frequently employs
military terms to illuftrate and enforce divine
precepts— The following paflage is a {trik.
ing inftance of this obfervation, and claims
your particular attention, — “ Take unto
you the whole armour of Gop that you may
be able to withftand i the evil day, and
having done all, to ftand. Stand therefore,
having your loins girt about with truth, and
having on the breaft-plate of righteoulnefs;
and your feet {hod with the preparation of
the Gofpel of Peace—above all taking
the fhield of faith, wherewith ye fhall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked —and take the helinet of {alvation
and the {word of the Spirit, which is the

Word of God,”#*
Give

% Eghesians, v1, 13, &g,
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Give me leave alfo to mention another
inducement for uniting the duties of the
Soldier with thofe of the Chriftian. ¢* When
the hoft goeth forth againft thine enemies,
then keep thee from every wicked thing.””*
—This was the folemn injuncion of the
Almighty to the people of Ifrael —not to
be confined to any pai‘ticular defcription of
men ; it doubtlels was defigned to compre-
hend the military as well as civil orders of
{ociety ; and indeed with how much greater
confidence might we hope for the protection
of the Lorp our Gop, and that he would
be plealed to give us victory in the battle,
did our warriors carefully attend to the di-
vine authority, and keep themfelves from
every evil thing. T

Let me not, however, be {uppofed to re-
commend to your notice an occafional atten-
tion to religious duties, merely confined to
the feafon of danger and alarm —1I would
impre{s your hearts with a lively and laft-

D ing
* Deuteronomy, xxul, g.

t If the influence of example fhonld be thought neceffary to promote

the union above recommended, fome diftinguifhed charallers of modern
times might be pointed out, who, to the higheft degree of profeffional
kill and bravery, have added jhe heroilm of the true Chriftian: And
among thefe, let it not appear invidious to mention particularly, the vengrabie
sames of a2 Howx, a Duncan, and a NEeLsow,
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ing conviction, that the fear of Gob fhould
be the prevailing principle of your whole
lives, and fanétify every part of your con-
dut. Such a principle, be aflured, will
prove the moft effeGtual fecurity againit the
fear of men; 1t will infpire that genuine
courage which, to the Soldicr, is at once
his ornament and protection. It will fupply
firmnefs and fortitude under every trial; 1t
will beftow comfort and confolation at the
hour of dcath.

We all of us profefs ourfelves fincere
lovers of our Country —We have this day
united in prayer for the peace of our Jeru-
falem—©O -that we could be prevailed upon
to promote fhat peace, by repentance and
reformation ! —While, with a laudable zeal,
numbers of you have devoted much of your
time and attention, to the ufe of arms, in
order to ftrengthen the defence of the Na-
tion, at an awful crifis—and perhaps {ftill
greater numbers have made large and liberal
contributions for its {upport—the ardour of
your patriotiim muft not be queftioned : but,
I fear, 1t has not always occurred to your
‘minds, how much you might ftill further
contribute to the welfare of your Country,

by
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by facrificing your irregular paflions, and
vicious habits to the caufe. Confide not
alone ““ 1n the arm of fleth;” ¢ truft not
in chariots and in horles.” It is of ftill
higher importance, that you fhould * re-
member the LorD your Gop.” By thc
mercy and goodnefs of that Gop, we have
been hitherto preferved from the more dread-
ful effe@ts of war; while other nations and
kingdoms have been forced to feel its com-
plicated miferies. Let us not, however,
rafhly prefume on his future forbearance;
for though the ftorm has raged at a dis-
tance, it may {till be commiflioned to {pread
among us, havock and devaftation.  Fearful
and apprehenfive of thefe judgments, let us
repent us truly of our fins, while, through
the merits of our Redeemer, mercy may
be found; then, may we humbly hope to
{ecure the favour and protection of Gop ;
then, may we indulge the pious confidence
of the royal Author of text, ‘“ Though an
hoft of men fhould encamp againft me, my
heart fhall not fear: though war fhould
rife againft me, in this will I be confident.,”

AMEN.
D2 THE
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Prayer of Consecration.

el |

O ALMIGHTY LORD GOD, who art
the prote¢tor and defender of all that put
their truft in thee ; we thy humble {ervants,
duly fenfible of our own weaknefs and infuf-
ficiency, apply to thee for fuccour in the day
of our trouble. We know and are affured,
O Lorp, that thou art mighty to fave, but
that the help of man is weak and vain: we
confide not therefore in our own ftrength,
but in thy Almighty arm. Defend us, we
befeech thee, from the hoftile defigns of our
foreign enemies, ** from the gathering toge-
ther of the froward, and from the infur-
reCtion of wicked doers;” and while we
thus proftrate ourfelves before thee, devout-
ly imploring thy grace and protection, may
we alfo prevail with thee to further all ourx

lawful endeavours to preferve, from the
hands
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hands of rapine and violence, thole ineftima-
ble bleflings thy Providence hath beftowed
on the people of this land. We truft thou
wilt be pleafed to favour the righteous caufe
in which we are engaged — * Profper thou
the work of our hands upon us, O profper
thou our handy-work.” — With this confi-
dence we have prefumed to bring thefe ban-
ners, the cmblems of war, within the doors of
thy holy temple, that they may be thus {olemn-
ly confecrated to thy fervice, and to the fupport
of thy true religion. — O may they hence-
forth become a facred pledge of our faith in
thee, of our allegiance to our gracious
Sovereign, and of our veneration for the
laws eftablithed among us! May they alfo
become a bond of union among ourfelves,
and a folemn token of brotherly affection !

And iuﬁ'er us, O blefled Lorp, to in-
dulge a g perfuafion that they will
never be difgraced by difaffeGtion, ftained
by cruelty, or tarnifhed by cowardice. —
Confirm our hearts, and ftrengthen our
hands, that we may quit ourfelves like men,
in whatever difficulty or danger we may be
called upon to fhare; and endue our minds
with fuch fortitude as may enable us, not

only
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only to repel, but alfo to pardon the aggtess
fion of our enemies.

Finally, O Lorp, we beg that thou
wouldeft be pleafed, of thy gracious goodnefs,
to turn the hearts of thofe that delight in
war. Difpofe them to follow the things that
make for peace, and cultivate the principles
of humanity, juftice, and moderation. Open
their eyes, that they may difcover the light
of thy truth, and renounce the error of their
ways : — “ So we, that are thy people, and
the fheep of thy pafture, fhall give thee-
thanks for ever, and will alway be fhewing:
forth thy praife from generation to gene-.
ration,” and continually ferve thee in all
godly quictnefs, through Jesus CurisT |

our L.orp. Amen.






