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Q*CPHRONICL\E st XIX. 6.

waeem Take beed what you do : For ye judge ot
- for Man, but for the LOR D, w/aa 15 with
_ym in the f}‘udgﬁzem‘ -

&5% %§ WL THQO? cvil Government be

%%@%%é% of divine: Rlﬂ‘bt,yett 1e various

+-82¢y and different Forms of it, are
%T AT% %) of humane Right » And among

gg%%‘é‘%g‘%{’gw ¢ the various For ms, one is cal-

2% Cg“gg@ culated for 2 People under

fuch and fuch Circumftances ;
another for a PeoPIe under different Clrcum-
ftances. Ifrael of old was a while under the
government of Judges, and then under a king-
ly Government : And their Happinefs or Mi-
lery was not {o much owing to the different
form of Government they were under, as to
their Governours or Rulers : When they had
wife, prudent, {kilful and religious Rulers, they

were very Happyﬁ but when they had Rulers%
2 0
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of another Character, they Were Miferable,
Upon which account the wife Man king Solo-|
mon, thus declares, 1 Eccl. 10. 16,17. Wo 20
thee, O Land, when thy king is a Child, and thy
princes eat in the Morning. Bleffed art thou,
O Land, when thy king is a fon of Nobles, and
thy princes eat i 4ie feafon, for [irengti and
not for drunkennefs. Among the good Kings
of Judah, {tands on {acred Record Febofaphat,
concerning whom it is faid, That he walked in

the way of 4z his Father, and departed n()%

from it, doing that which was right in th
fight of the 1L.ORD. And altho’ he miffed - 1
] ings 3 as in joining with Abab againit
R umoth-Gilead 3 for which the prophet Febu
{harply reproved him in thefe words, Ver. 2.
Shouldest thou belp the Ungodly, and love then
hat hate the LORD © Yet there were o0od
Things found him : He had taken away the
Groves out of the Land, and had prepared his
Teart to feek the Lorp : He was a religiou
King, and took care of the religious, as weul a
civil Intereft of the Government 3 as appedr
from his going out from timeto time among hi
People from one end of the Kingdom to theo
ther,to bring them back unto the Lorp Godo
cheir Fathers, Three things are taken noticé of
1. His bringing back the People from thel
Idolatry, falfe Worfhip and wickednefs of Lit

unto the Lorp God of their Fathers,
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- 2, His appointing Judges and placing them
in all the Cities of Fudab, to whom the Peo-
ple might go for Juftice and have all their va-
luable Enjoyments fecured to them.

2, His charging his Judges to be Faithfulin'
the great & important Truft repoled in them ;
faying to them, Thus fhall ye do, m the fear
of the Lorp, faithfully & with a peifect heart.

And here in the Text, that good King Fe-
hofaphat s brought in as giving Inftruction &
Caution to thofe Judges he had plac’d in
“fudab, Take heed what ye do, for ye Judge
not for Man, but for the Lorp, &c. In
which words are three Things obfervable.

(1) The Inftrution and Caution given,7Take
beed what ye do. 'The form of Speech was
moft {uitable to wake up their Fear, the moft
wakeful Paflion Gop has planted in the chil-
dren of Men : As if he had faid, Ye judges
whom I have plac’d in Fudab, Confider and be

afraid ; for ye have {omthing to do which calls
for your greateft Care and Circumipection 1n
doing of it : Enter upon your work & bufinefs
‘with the greateft Caution that you may’nt do
amifs. .

- (2) The Grounds and Reafons of the Cau-
‘tion, For ye Fudge not for Man, but for ihe
"LORD. As if hehad faid, You are not toaim
-at the pleafing of Men, as the mdrk and {cope
‘of your Judgment ; but of Gop, whole Caufe -
' you
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you have undertaken, in the indifpen{ible mea-
fures of Right and Truth. .
(3) The Argument or Motive to enforce
this Care and Caution in the Judges, GOD i
ith you inthe Fudgment. As if he had faid, ¥
fudges, if ye take heed what you do, ]udgj
for Gop, He will be with you, affilting an
enabling of you to judge Anght ; for Gop
ftandeth in the congregation of the Mighty.

DOCT. That the Fudgment is for the LORD
is 2 Confideration of great Importance,to mage
civil Rulers aft as they ought in that greal
and important Truft repofed in them. Or
‘. other words, 4/ men that are invefiea
with civil Power and Autbority, fhould take
heed what they do 5 becaufe they Juage nal
for Mai, but for the LORD. S

Guch fhould enter upon the Bufinefs witt
ferious Thought and Confideraticn, judge and
determine with Caution and Care, for the
Judgment 15 for the LLoRrD.

1

1 fenfible that thefe words were Ipoker

co-the executive Authority, the judges n 7
dab,and not to the Legitlature ; but the ground:
and reafons of the Inftruction and Caution gt
ven to them, hold good, are equal, if no
oreater with refpet to the Legiflature of 2 Go
vernment, and {o to all others in proportion ﬁ(

. h



An Eleitim S E R M o N, -
the fhare they have in the Adminiftration of
public Juftice 5 and accordingly I fhall Con«

{ider thgn. And here,

1. I fhall Inquire what we are fo undetftand
oy this, That the Judgment is for the Lorp,
Ur, What 1t is to Judge for Gop 2

JI. Shew what a weighty Confideration this
s to excite and ftir up civil Rulers to at up
‘0 their Character and Obligation in that great
ind 1mportant affair of Judgment. -

L. What are we to underfand by ithis; That
be Judgment is for the LORD ? Or, That
Rulers Fudge for GOD 2 ,
~ And by Judgment which our Text faith 1y
or the Lorp, we are to underftand the great,
veighty and important Bufinefs which this ho-
wourable Legiflature, is by and by to proceed
1pon, vz, the Adminiftration of Juftice in all
ts Alts and Offices ; this.is the great civil Af-
air, yea, the moft weighty & important Affair
% Bufinefs of the Government : And our Text
et’s us know, that it is a religious Affair, and
he very Bufinefs of Gop ; Ye Judge for the
-ORD. And thefe things are intended in it,

1. That the Legiflature of a Government de-
1ve their Power and Authority fronm GOD
na. this power of Fudgment is GOD’s Right.
very Legiflature is vefted with a Judicial
. B | Power ;

r Sl
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Power ; otherwife how could they Delegate. i
to others 2 But this Right -they derive not;
from any humane T1tle but originally from
Gop. Our blefied Tord and Saviour JEsus
Carist, has fet this matter in avery clear
Light, from his own Cafe ; when Pilate the
Roman Judge faid unto him, Knowest thay not,
that I have power to Cr ucgﬁe thee 5 and alfo
power to Releafe thee 2 Chnit makes this Re-
ply, Thou couldst have no power at all against
e, except it were given thee from above, (Fob.
19.10,11.) From above another : Not from
Rome, but trom Heaven. -It’s true, the Power
Was from Cefar immediately, but fontably &
Duo'mally from Gop. And altho’ this Legifla-
ture recerves its Authority from the reople im-
mediately 5 being Elected & Choien by them,
yet trom Gop orloma,lly Upon which account
the civil Maglﬁrate 18 fa1d £0 bear the Sword,
Rom. 13.4. For be is th winifter of GOD- td
thee for good. . But if ticn Go that which is
evil, be afraid ; for be is the minifier of  GOD)
g revesger to execuie wrath upon bim that datb
evil, WNow the -word 1s an Kinfign of r’ower,
and imports a Jurifdicticn C‘(thdlno' over
Life :  And he bears it not in vain tndt 15, H
has a nght to ufeit. . But how comes the civi
l“v@amflra.te by this Jurifdiction over Life 2 Fo
no Man has this right in himfelf : No ma

hath power over his own Life ; how then ca
- b
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he give Power to any other over it ? He can-
not do it. I own a man may forfeit his Life
by his Crimes and Wickedneis : But when he
has done fo, who has a right to take the For-
feiture 2 The man himfelf hath not; neither
¢an he render it lawful for any other to take it
away : But he that bears the Sword for that
Ei]rpofe has the only Right, becaufe he is the

mifter of Gop, invefted with Gop’s Authg-
nty, and acting in his Right, who is the only
Lorp of Life : Upon which -account they are
1n Scripture faid to Rule and Reign by Him 4
that i3, by his Authority & as his' Vicegerents,
Prov.8.15,16. By me kings reign,and princes de-
cree yuftice. By me priuces rule,&5 nobles,even all
the judges of the earth. And for this Reafon the
civil Magiftrate is honoured in Scripture . with
the ftile of Gop’s acting in Gop’s.Right :
Plal. 82..1, 6. GOD flandeth in the congrega-
tion of the mighty, He judgeth amoug. the.gods.
d bave faid, Ye are-gods . and.all of you are
children of the most High, Inthis refpedt the
civil Magiftrate is faid to Judge for the Loxrp,
as he derives all his Right and Authority from
Gop originally. L

2. All thofe Matters and Cafes which fall
under the Cognizance of the Legiflature,are pro-
perly GOD’s Caufe.  All things that are intrin-
fically Moral, involving good or evil in ‘theip
®wn Nature ; fuch as concerns Truth, Right,
S B2 | Equity,
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Equity, Mercy 3 and all the contrary Violati-
% ons that proceed from Malice, Falthood, Un-
ffighfulnefs, as they were matters of Gop’s
Laws, before they were of Man’s : And hu-
‘mane Laws in refpect of .thefe are only the
Tran{cript of that which is Divine & Eternal ;
they are properly Gaon’s Caufe. I think there
can be no doubt ahout this ; but that in all
Cales where the matter under Determination
appertains to natural Right, the Caufe is Gop’s
Caufe : And when Laws are enalted about
things that are in their own Nature good or
evil, they do directly belong to Gop’s Caufe,
by antecedent Relation : And when indifferent
"Things are made matter of humane Laws,they
become Gob’s Caufe by Efpoufal ; and Gop
will have our Obedience approved in indifferent
Things, as well as neceflary ; and both are
charged upon the Confciences of men by the
Apoftle ; and both are to be obferved for the
fake of Gop : And in cafe of failure, the Ani-
madverfion upon thofe that do not obferve
them, is no leis than a Judgment executed in
(ron’s behalf, for they are all Gep’s Caufe.
3. To Judge for the LORD, intends and com-
prebends this in if, That the very End or Ifuc
of the Fudgment, is GOD’s End. Itis for the
majntenance of the Laws, the fecuring mens
Rights, the encouraging of Vertue, and the
gftablithing of Peace and gaod Order among
| o - Mankind.
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Mankind. As Gop has a Providence whereby |
~he governs the World ; fo the end of that Pro-
“vidence is a Series of feveral Methods to make
“men good ; to which end this of humane Judg-
‘ment 1s conducing in a very eminent manner :

For there is. no doubt, but Judgment 1s the
greateft external Bond of humane Vertue, and
the moft effectual Check: of diforderly Paffions.
‘Were it not for humane Laws & Government,
this-World would foon be an Aceldama,a field
of Blood ; all manner of Crimes and Wicked-
nefs would Reign : But humane Laws guard
men from doing Ill by a wholfom Fear ; and
the civil Magiftrate is a Terror to evil Doers
And by being fo, they do prepare men to re-
cerve the Gofpel. The reftraints which hu-
mane Laws lay upon the children of Men, is a
great preparatory to the Salvation of Gop ; it
prepates the way of the Lorp, Ifa. 56.1. Thus
faith the LORD, Keep ye Fudement, and dp
Juftice : for my Salvation is near to come, ang
my Rigiteoufnefs to be revealed. As if he had
laid, According to the ordinary courfe of things,
Gop could not Reign where  the Government
did not-affert him. He may in compaflion
(as one faith) hover over a People ; but he cap
‘never pitch his Tent and dwell among them,
unlefs the civil Magiftrate fix him a Throne,
by looking to that point which St. PaxZcalls the
very end of Magiftracy, viz. 70 be & Terror to
. e - evil
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evil doers, and a Praife to them that do wek.

But here it will be Objected, Had not GOD
a Church in the World, and the most glorious
Chyrch that ever was in the World, without the

Care and Affiftance of the civil Magifirate ? And
awhat must the civil Government aflert him, and
as it were fix bim a Throne ° '

I Anfwer, Tho’ it be fo, that Gep had a
Church & the moft glorious Church that ever
wasin the World,without the affiftance, care of
help of the civil Magiftrate yet this don’trens
der the Magiftrates help, affiftance & care need:-
lefs now 3 becaufe that was in an Age of vifi-
bie Miracles, and at a time when the World
& the Church ftood notorioufly Diftinguifhed,
and while thofe that were of the Church were
kept fo humble by Perfecution, and mortified

by Poverty, and {ober by the daily expectation
“of Death, that they needed no other Laws to
reftrain their corrupt Appetites and diferderly
Affetions and Paffions 5 but now the World i
become Chriftian, Religion in high Credit,and
men can maintain their temporal Hopes and
their chriftian Profeflion together : And there-
fore the Tares will choak the good Seed, unlefs
the civil Magiftrate {tep in to weed and pluck
up and affift in the Cultivation of the Field.
It therefore follows that the very end of Judg-
ment is GoD’s end ; it is to Reform degenerate
Men and to make them live quiet, pgacgable,
honeft & godly Lives in this World, 4
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" 4. To Fudge for GOD, intends that- the very
Sentence paffed by the Legiflature,is GOD’s Six-
tence. - "The Sentence of Judgment by all dele-
gated Powers, is the Sentence of him or them
irom whom thePower is delegated or derived.
Thus the Sentence paffed in our executive
Courts, is-the Sentence of him or then), from
whom the Power is derived 5 fo the Sentence
of. Judgment by the Legiflature is Gop’s Sen-
tence, when . the Legiflature, who are Gop’s
Vicegerents, judge & determine in matters and
cafes, according to Right,as they ought to do :
And 1n this refped it may be faid,as Pfal.z0.6
GOD is Fudge bimfelf ; becaufe delegated Pow-
ers act for Him here in this world ; and he re-
cognizes and imputes that Sentence, and takes
it into his own Account. When "Gop fhall
Judge the World in Righteoufnefs, it will be
by the Lorp Jesus Curist, to whom all
Power and Authority in Heaven and Earth is
delegated by Gop the FATHER : And the

mule of Proceeding in that Day ( as the Scrip-

ture avouches ) thall be this, Men fhall reap as

they fow 3 and he that hath done wrong, fhall
receive for the wrong that he hath done. Now
the very fame being the Rule of humane Ti-

bunals, we muft look . upon the Sentence

given by them as Gop’s Sentence. '

: 5. Do Fudge for GOD, intends that the Le-
§flature of a Gevernment take cqrs of the publick
. TTOTTTTIITT s T e e f?ﬁé’)"é’ﬂl
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Interest of it, both Civil and Religions : In do.
ing of which they muft do thefe three Things,
(1) Take care that men live Peaceably one
among another. , '

(2) That they live Honeftly, And,
 (3) That they live Godly. -

(1) The civil Magifirate must take care of
the publick Peace of the Government, That men
live Peaceably one among another. 1 fuppofe
none will deny this to be part of their Work &
Bufinefs : They are the Guardians of Peace,
‘The Apoltle, in 1 Tim.2. 1,2,3. Exborts thas
fupplication and prayer, &c. be made for Kings,
and all in Authority, that we may lead a quier
and peaceable Life in all godline(s and honefly
jor this is g00d(S acceptable in the fight of GOD
our Saviour. ‘This 15 a Prayer for the civil
Magiftrate, That Gop would difpofe them to,
furnifh them with, and profper them in, a du
difcharge of their Office; that they would take
care that thole under their Government live
Quietly and Peaceably. Indeed the prefent
ftate of humane Pravity ; Mens proud Appe-
tites and 1njurious Paffions, has made Govern-
ment neceilary, with all its Arts & Inftruments
of Cocercion 3 {o neceflary that humane Society
cannot poflibly Subfilt without it: Yea, fo ne-
ceflary, that the moft tyrannical Government
that ever was in the World, is more Fligible
than Anarchy, or no Government ; b::cau{c

S whilt
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while the Government i1s never {o Tyrannical,
that Tyranny can only exprefs it {elf in the E-
‘normities of a Few ; the Multitude muft in the
‘mean time be kept within the bounds of Right
and Reafon ¢ whereas in cafe of no Govern-
ment, every one is a T'yrant and let loofe toact
the 1ame Infolences and Wrongs. If the pub-
lick Peace be not maintained, the Government.
it felf will moulder & go to ruin : For as So-
clety cannot f{ubfift without Government, {o
neither can Government fubfift without Peace.
It isan Aphori{m of unqueftionable truth, that a
Kingdom divided againit it felf cannot ftand -
And a Kingdom is divided againft it {elf, by
publick Tumults and Rebellions in it.

- One thing that raifed the Roman Government
to fuch a pitch of glory in the World, was,
thelr maintaining the public civil Peace among
them ; it was preferved with the utmotft Care -
For altho’ they were a people Martial & Brave,
yet they efteemed it Infamous to fight a fellow
Citizen, infomuch that Duelling was a way of
vindication . perfectly Scandalous among the
Rosmans : And when any point of Honour en-
gaged any of them to refent a particular Indig-
nity, their only Challenge was to fhew, who
was the beft Man at the head of an Army a-
gainft their Enemy. Thus careful was the
Roman Govermment to maintain the publick
Peace,which f it be not malntained & Igcured,

A Ve i Ak e
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the Intereft of a Government will unavoidablj
fink and come to ruin. ‘

(2) 1t 15 the duty of the civil Magiftrate, t
take care that men live Honeltly ; yea, mak
them lrve Hongftly, --onefty is not only OppOs’¢
to kraud, Violence, oreach of Contrads, €5
all which are immediate difturbers of the pub
lick Peace, but to all manner of Vice : Anc
therefore Peace cannot fubfift without Honeft
in this Latitude. There is no kind of Vice
but what is in effect an Eremy to publicPeace
some Vices are deftructive to Peace cirectly
and at hand 3 fome only at a diftance and by
remoter Iniluence : But yet they are all a Poifor
in 2 Government, that tends to its Diffolutior
and Ruin.  Some Vices -rnoroil a Governmen
by invading mens Rights ; fome by grounding
Anmmofities, and fome by getting Factions
some Vices expofe to Enemies from abroad,
by encrvating mens. Spirits, emalculating  ang
cifeminating their Minds, whereby they be
come weak and defencelels.  Thus every Vic
18 in #ts own Nature deftructive to the Peace &
Happinels of civilGovernment : Therefore th
Moagiftrate muft make men Jive Honeltly 2
weil as Peaceably.  This was what the Roma
- Government took the utmoft care of : We finc

in the Hiftory of it, that their Reputation ob
taned all over the World, as a People of the
moft exemplary H onefty, {o that to fpeak gir
Al



An  Eleftion SY'R M o w. 13
act, More Romano, was taken in the common
ftile as fignifying to fpeak or aét fairly, fincers-
ly and honeftly, So remarkable was their
Juftice and Honefty, that all the world Ap-
pealed to their Arbitration 5 being fccure that
Right thould not be bor’n down, either by
~Fear or Corruption : So ftrit were they in the
obfervance of their Promifes ( upon this princi-
ple of Honefty ) that having promifed to fend
Succour to their Allies upon occafion, they
would not fail to fend it, tho’ at a time when
they lay under the ftraiteft Siege : They ab-
horred Difhonefty & all unfaitifulnefs to their
Promifes, to that degree, That a Divorce was
not known or heard of in Rome for five hun-
dred Years, when there was nothing to reftrain
“1t, but only that it was Dithoneft and of an ]
‘Fame. And the bonds of thefe Vertues in
them, were their fteady regard to Religion,
which their Rulers had with all Induftry planted
and fixt amongft them. Thus its the Duty of
the civil Magiftrate to make men Honeft.

- (3) Twe civil Magiftrate fhould make men live
‘Godly. They fhould make Laws to promote
Godlinefs, as well as Peace & Honefty, So-
clety cannot fubfift without Government, Go-
vernment cannot {ubfift-without Peace, Peace
Cannot {ubfift without Honefty, and Honefty
cannot {ubfift without .Godlinefs. Whoever
therefore will but ferioufly confider, the necef-
e 62 Ty
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fary Dependance which thefe have one upo:
another, will fee the Reafon why every Go
vernment that will be Juft to its {elf, muft ne
ceflarily provide tor the Maintenance of then
all. Hence it is, that even atheiftical Politi
cians advife their Princes, to take efpecial car
of Religion, and to fee it Rooted as firml;
as . poflible 1n the hearts of their People
how f{lender hold fo ever it has of their own
It 15 well known, that the flourithing State &
Condition of the Roman Common-wealth wa
owing to their {tudious Regard -to Religion
this was the Source and Bond of all thofe Ver
tues which they practifed, and by the practif;
of which they became fo very Famous & Re
nowned 1n the World. They had fuch a regarc
to Religion, that if any man among them: wa:
oblerved to live Loofely and Vicioufly, He fel
under a civil Excommunication : For the Law
of their twelve Tables, prohibited all fuch from
Joining in the publick Worthip, *till fuch time
as they could bring Teftimony of their bette:
Behaviour : And fuch an intire Veneration dic
they pay to theirreputed Gods,that they thew’c
more Concern for their Temples,than for their
own Houles, Families or Forturies. And this
glorious Advance both of Vertue and Piety,
proceeded from the direét influence of thei
Government, which had provided Laws ex-
tending to all Inftances of good Manners, and
S e VI oYVR Rl £
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| for a Fence to thole Laws, Guarding and En-
jl forcing them. The firft Law in their twelve
| Tables was, ' Divos Cafté adeunto, Let men
| | worfhip the Gods with temperance of Body
| and purity of Mind. And yet the happinefs
} of their State. did not owe it felf fo much to
| their Laws, as to their Magiftrates 5 therefore
| good Care was taken that the Execution of
| their Laws fhould be committed to grave, ho-
' neft, aftive Men ; and that they might he
! Faithful, they were obliged to juftifie their
| Adminiftration, by bringing into the publick
| Cenfor, from time to time,an account of what
| particular Acts they had done in order to the
| Maintatning & Adflerting their Laws. (It wauld
| be well if this Practife was held up 1n all Go-
| vernments.) And concerning this order of
- Men, theirr Law provided this Caution, Is ordo
- vitio Caveto, Cateris [pecimen efto Let that
' Order be men of unftained Probity, and Ex-
| amples of that Behaviour which they require
- from others. And thus while the Reins of the
. Government were held in fteady Hands, the
;g oreat Bleflings of Peace, Honelty & Godlinefs
- were enjoyed, and that Common-wealth for
- {everal Centuries ftood in that high pitch of
Glory to which 1t was raifed by the pure Wil-
dom of the Government.
That the Legiflature of a Government ought
to take care of the religious Intereft of their

ES - Government,
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Government, appears further from this ; Gop
Him{elf joined Mpfes with Aaron to condu&
and lead his People of old along in the world,
Plal.77.20. Thou leddest thy people like a flock,
ay the band of Mofes and Aaron. If Laws
would do the Work, to make men Religious ;
that is, Pious, Juft & Sober, none were needa
tul, but thofe of Car1sT, which oblige men to
a faithful difcharge of the Duties of their réf-
eCtive Relations & Stations in the world, En-
?orced with awful Sanftions. What could be
more moving than the two interminable States
of Heaven & Heil, wherewith the Precepts of
the Gofpel recommend themfelves to our Ob-
fervance 2 But, alas ! we find men make nog
difficulty to trample upon the Laws ofCurisr,
notwithftanding the Venerablenefs of theirAu-
thor, and the Moment of their San&ions : For
altho’ their Santtions are fo Important, yet the
Execution of them is Remote. Therefore Ss-
Jomon’s Determination may ftill hold, That Sin
1s reftrainable by no poffible Means, but that
of a fpeedy Execution, Eccl, 8. 11. |
Indeed, there are fome that would have the
Magiftrate’s Authority lie afleep and be paffive
1n refpect of Religion ; they would have him
guard their Properties and not their Vertues ;
that they may be at liberty to loofe their Ver-
tues when they think fit. And therefore, ag
he in the Poet fays of Jupiter, D¢t vitam, det
o ARG T opes,




Ar Eleffion SER Mo N 19

Opes, fanam mibi animam ipfe parabo, Let Gop
give me Life and Fortune, I will give my felf
a good Mind. So many are ready to fay of
the Magiftrate,Let him take care of my Safety
& my Rights, I will take care of my Manners
& my Religion. But,alas! alas! humane Nature
won’t many times be reftrained from the ut-
moft Extravagance of Ill, without the awful
Vigilance and Animadverfion of the civil Ma-
giftrate ; for after men have once wafted their
Confcience by their Vices, all the methods of
Exhorting, Reproving and Cenfuring, become
the moft defpicable Things in the world.
What can be plainer than this, from what fol-
lows ? How weak was that Voice of good old
Eliyand how incompetent to Reftrain a Hophaz
and Phinebas, when he criedy Why do you fuck
things ¢ Nay, my Sons y for it is no good Report
that I bear of you,my Soms. 'Thus {pake he as a
Prieft, the power of whom is no more than
Perfwafive : But he was a Magiftrate as well
as a Prieft,and therefore could have fpoke with
a more effeftual Voice, and fuch as would have
reach’d more {enfibly home and have Reftrai-
ned them from their Wickednefs, which he
ought to have done 3, and for his Neglect as a
Magiftrate, Gop tells him, That he would
Judge his Houfe for ever, for the Iniquities of
his Sons, in that they made themfelves Vile,

and he Reftrained them not, B"
AViGeln U oy €
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- But fome will {ay, That Relzgzon and Vertug
is nothing worth when Forced. Be it fo, ‘yet
‘what is begun 1 Force, may end in Choice :
What 15 begun in Fear, may end in Love.
Mangffeh’s Chiins & Fetters brought him to
know that the Lorp was Gop ; brought him
to humble him{elf before the GOD of his Fa-
thers.  But fuppofing Vertue thus forc’d,
fhould never arrive to the ftate of Choice and
Love, yet {till this good would follow, That
‘the Magiftrate had done his Part 5 and befides
1t’s no {mall Advantage to the common Caufe
of Vertue, that men can be brought to be vi-
fibly or externally Good and Vertuous.

I1. The fecond general Head is to fhew, What
a weighty Confideration this is, to Excite civil
Rulers to alt as they ought to do in that greas
and weighty Affair of Fudgment committed to
them 3 Take beed, for you Fudge for GOD.

1. As the Legiflature in Fudgment [uftains
ihe Perfon of GOD, and afis for Him, fo this
( being duely Confidered by them ) will keep them
- Fuft and Upright in all their Determinations.
Lt civil Rulers {uppole them{elves to fuftain
any other Perfon, or to a&t by or for any other

whatfoever but only Gop,they will find them-
{elves immediately fallen under the power of
fuch Temptations, as will often prevent them
"‘rom being Jult ; becaule there is none in the
| | world,
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‘world,whofe Ends may not {fomtimes be better
ferved by Injuftice, but only Gop 3 and his
Ends are always ferved by Juftice : Hence
{prings the great difficulty of being Jult, and
the neceflity of that Caution which we find {o
frequently inculcated to Magiftrates in the holy
Scriptures, viz. That they thould take heed,
be ftrong & couragious, yea, very couragious,
1 King. 2,2. David gives his dying Charge to
 Solomon, in thefe words, I go the way of all the
\Earth, be thou firong and fhew thy felf a man.
Gob fpeaks to Fofbua, after Mofes was dead,
|Chap.1.6,7. Be firong and of good courage ; yea,
very couragions, that thou mayst obferve to do
according to all the Laws which Mofes my [fer-
vant commanded thee 5 turn not from ity to the
right hand or to the left. Rulers muft render
themfelves difengaged from all the World, and
from Themfelves above all, becaufe Self is un-
deniably the greateft Bias to humane Prevari-
cation. Wherefore if Rulers ferioufly Confider
this, that they fuftain the Perfon of Gop, alt
for Him who is the Judge of all the Earth,and
will do Right; at for Him concerning whom
it is faid, Pfal. 89. 14. Fuflice and JFuagment
are the babitation of bis Throne 3 Mercy and
Truth go before his Face. 1 fay, if Raulers
Confider this, it will be a powerful Means to -
keep them Juft and Upright in all their Deter-
Minations. |

D 2, As
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2. As they Fudge for GOD, (o they must givd
an Account to Him, of all their Fudgments and
Determinations, Lower Courts are Accounta:
ble to Higher : All Judicatories are Accounta.
ble to the. Legiflature ; but the Legiflature i
‘Accountable to none : There is no Authority
above them ; none can call them to an Account|
but only that Gop by whom Kings Reign and
Princes decree Juftice. And tho’ they an
Gods by Office, et they fhall die like Men §
be brought to Judgment by that Gop tha
hath inVe{’ced them with {o much of hisPower,
how they have Improved it, whether they hav
Judged the People with nghteoufnefs and th
Poor with Judgment. Thus a ferious Confi
deration of their being Accountable to 'Gonp
‘will be very powerful to Excite them to a faith
tul Difcharge of the great, weighty and impor
tant Truft 1epofcd in them.

3. Another weighty Confideration is this,GO
‘will be with them in the Judgment, aff _/*m ati
'~ enabling them to Fudge aright. This is the Conf

{ideration in the Text; For ye Fudge for GOD
~awho 15 with you in the 7udgﬁz€m When the L
giflature of a Government faithfully ; 1mprov
their great Authority, by giving aright Judg
“rment in Cafes lying before them, Gop is wi }

them, approving what they have done, ds we
- as affifting in doing of it. It is very defirable
have Gop. with us in all the common Affan
. anf
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and Bufinefs of Life, which is of little Impor-
tance and fimall Confequence, compared with
this, of having Gop with our Legiflature, who
are to make Laws for the Securing of our va-
luable Interefts Civil& Religious. And when
Gob is with them, affifting them to Rule 1n his
Fear, they will be as the Light of the Morning
when the Sun rifeth, even o Morning without
Clouds 5 as the tender Grafs [pringing out of tie
Earth,by clear fbining after Rain 5 and will ferve
their Generation by the Will ot Gop, and when
ljhey fall afleep by Death, they will Sleep i
ESUS, | _

APPLICATION.

1. 1 beg leave to Addrefs my [elf to your Ho-
nours, the Legiflature of this Government, now
Convened in this Place 3 Honodred and bighly
Efteemed, 1am this Day to bring to your Re-
membrance, the folemn Counfel and Charge
given to the Judges of Fudah, by that oood
King Febofaphat, in thele Words, Tare heed
what ye do 3 for ye Fudge not jor Man, but for
the LORD, who is with yoy in the Tudgment.
The Sovereign Lorp of Heaven and Karth,
who Rules among the Kingdoms of Men, that
Gop who is the Judge, that putteth down one
and fetteth up another,hath invefted You with
fo much of his Authority and Power, as -1 his
Word you are fiiled Gods ; and by Virtue of

:
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that great Authority which you have derived
from the Fountain of all Authority, it is no
become your Province to make Laws, and td
give Life to them : You are the Guardians of
- Peace and Juftice : You are to redrefs the Inf
jured, to check the Infolent, and to bound the
‘Unruly : Power and Honour attend your Per.
{fons, and Submiflion waits on your Decrees]
- But take heed, confider and be afraid ; Youl
Honour 1s balanc’d with Duty,and your Powe
is clogg’d with Temptation : You will finc
your Integrity affaulted thro’ every Paffion:
Among thole Perfons over whofe -Caufe yay
will Prefide, {ome it may be will be Great, and
yau will be 1n danger of being bias’d by them;
{fome are infinuating, and you are in danger of
being warp’d by Affection : But remember]
vou are to Judge for Gop ; Gop has fixt thf
mark and {cope of your Judgment, in the in
difpenfable meafures of Right and Truth : |
13 Gop’s Bulinels your Character engages you
‘in 3 "nis His Caufe you have undertaken ; Hi
Honour is concerned in it, as well as the Goot
of your People, From you, Your Subjed
ook for help and relief n thofe Caufes whic
lower Courts that are tied up to the ftrid
Rules of Law,can’t help: You can fweeten th
- bitter Waters of Summum 715 1 You can make
Laws and give Rules for lower Courts to ad
0y ¥Youare our Mofes, that when Matters ar
o - t0
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too hard for Others, the Caufe 1s brought to
You, and here as at Abel, the Matter 1s ended.
You muft deliver the Poor when they cry
unto you, and the Fatherlefs, and them that
have none to help them ; You muit caufe the
widows Hearts to {ing for Joy : You mult put ~
on Righteoufnefs,and it muft clothe you, your
Judgment muft be a Robe & aDiadem : You
muft be Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the
L.ame ; a Father to the Poor, and the Caufe
which you know not, you muit fearch out :
You muft break the Jaw of the Wicked and
pluck the Spoil out of his Teeth. This is to
Judge for Gop. But yet your Office muft be
difcharged without refpeét of Perfons : You
muft not countenance a poor Man in a bad
Caufe, nor overlook him in a-good Caulfe. ‘
The Areopagites, thofe celebrated Judges a-
mong the Athenians, Sat .always in the Nigkt,
to remind them that they fhould attend to the
Caufe and not the Parties ; therefore they only
heard their Voices, but did not {ee their Faces,

nor know theirQuality : Much is to be learn’d
from this. ‘

Honoured and bighly Refpefied, 1 am {enfible
“you are call’d to take the Conduct of this Peo-
‘ple 1n.a difficult and ftormy Day : We are ‘a

divided People, ( I pray your. Bow may abide
“1n its ftrength ) and I doubt not but you are
deeply affected with the Divilion in your Go-
i S vemment,
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"vernment and will improve your Wifdom and
~ Power to hea,l tt : We cannot but turn our eyes
upon You, as being invelted above all others, |
with the moft competent Means and Power of |
procuring Peace, Godlinefs- & Honefty ameng |
us 3 no other Hand can cure our Sore 3 no e-'
ther Fland can heal us, but only yours : And |
Gop has given you Power & Authority to Re-
torm us, which1f you improve it, we fhall fee
Godlinefs and Honefty advanced in common
Practife, and the fruit of Peace {pringing out
happily from the ftable Root. Religion like-
wife 1mplores your Care, efpecially in thxs, that
there be no Mockers of holy ‘Things ; no Con-

tempt of religous Worﬂnp no bold & daring

Prophanation yof the Lorp’s Name and Day,
which are Crimes that neceffarily wafte and
harden mens Coniciences,and take off all Awe
& refpedt of Duty from theirr Minds. 1 would
afk your honours Care of our Ecclefiaftical
Conititution,that it may be prelerved inviolate.
1 doubt not, but your Honours are hearty
Friends to it 5 it ftands upon the Countenance
and Authonty of tins Legflature, and there-
fore 1 hope you will put an effeCtual flop to
thofe that are pulling it down, by letting {ucl

know, thatthey are only tolerated Subjeéts 1ip |
the Government. It 1s expected that the Lie-

giflature of aGovernment fhewmore Regard o |
that W&uch 15 Eftablithed, than to that which is

only '




and Commun-wealthé, have found
pertence, that without an ecclefiaftical Fftab.-
lithment, with aToleration in 1t,they have:-been

the Churches in this Government, and the M;
nifters, and our College, zbat School of thePro-
poets, that there may be a learned Miniftry, to
teach Facob Gop’s Laws and /fael his Statutes ;
thefe things I leave to the Wifdom of this Le-
giflature : And as all thofe may with propriety
be called Gop’s Caufe, you will Umprove your
‘Wifdom and great Authority in doing every
thing that fhall promote & advance them. And

let me prefs your Duty upon you further with
this Confideration, That you in your Seflion are

a lively Refemblance of our bleffed 1.ord and
Saviour Jesus CurisT coming 0 the Clouds
with his holy Angels : Be pleas’d therefore to
think of this your felves, and to act in Contem-
plation of this Refemblance,and then we doubt
not, but all you do, will tend to the publick
Welfare and Glory of Him for whom you are
to Judge. | '
I1. T Addrefs my felf to my Brethren in the
Minifiry ; Brethren, We (tho’ Unworthy) have
the honour of being Crrist’s Ambafadors -



ciled to GOD. Welare {et as Watchmen to 40
what a‘_,.;_t/ae Night; what the ftate of Rellglon N
__ among; Us ; and when we:{ee Danger,we are fof;
“ blow the T mmpet in'Zion, and z0 ﬁ)mdﬂ,ap Alarmt

inGOD’s holy Mamzmm :We arexto .wa}fzif’gpx
~ Souls as they. that are: z‘mgwe cm,} w” j,;a,ggl i
if any Soul perith thro’ our N,eg&ﬁ@,awha@ga_ml@ ;
the Logen ? The blood of that Soulswi gt at) %
thelidebmans band. Andyou kno%ﬁrtb
 thelike Caution is given to us agifioivens to. ‘LCIVII
- Rulers, Act.20.28. Take beed wnto your|

‘ » d to all the Flock jer tbe which z‘be
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preh every thinglge? oo Gl *E:"e,
Rule an T Government as well as Inﬁruﬁhon
And as we are to act for CurisT, {o let us all
~ endeavour to promote his In reﬂ: in the beft}
. manner we poilibly can; and how can we do 15
" better,than by watking werthy of our Vocation |
i1 meekie[5,lowlinefs of Mind,long-[uffering, for-}
bearing one another (5 forgiving one another,and);
endeaveuring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the); :
bonds of Peace? Let us,Brethien,be very tender
of our ecclefiafticalConftitution, which our pious};
Fathiers & thefe-Churches with Labour & great); :
Pains obtained, and by their careful Obfervanccgt

of it,enjoyed thlS Blefiing fora confiderable time,§
Thetr

e pospt nsiiing |






