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A
PREFACE,

With {fome Notes on thefe Dif-
courfes by the Publither.

He Publifbing of thefe Difcourfes Sheweth the

great mutability of fuch weak underffandings

as my own : Till very lately wo Price conld

bave bired me to Publifb them, left it were a

Violation of bis Teftament, which faith that

he [would have no Writings of his Publifhed, but whatin

his Life Time he gave tobe Publithed) ; And be delivered

ot thefe in his Life Time tome. Inmyignorance this Jatif~

fiedme. But lately opening the Cafe to fome Lawyers of

tuown Eminence, Eononr, and Integrity, they have convin-

ced me that I crofs bis Will, and the Comnson good, by my Sup-
preﬁng them. »

The Cafe is this: When he was gone from us in great
Weaknefs to the Place of bis Death, in my laft Lester to him,
7 told bim bow much geod the Lord Bacon’s Book called Con-
fiderations of Matters Ecclefiaftical bad done, with many
that too juftly fupedClergy Contenders of Partiality; and
thar the Elonour and Fuft Eficem that God had given bim with
all forts of Men be owed to the Service of him that ga'ueA it:
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The Preface to the Reader.

And therefore knowing the doleful Cafe of this Land, as div
wided and JEriving about Religion, | intreated him -thar--he
wonld Write bis Fudgment briefly ard freely of the Canfe and
Curc : The rather becaufe bis Contemplations were fo accep-
table 1o many. ¢ :

In bis laft Letter anfwering this, He profe(feth that thofe
Contemplationswere Printed wirhout his Purpofe, Knowledge,
or Cou/(mt, 5ut\_t_b1m/€‘.§__qu if' they, did good, theugh beyond
his intént,  But though the reft be full of kindnefs, I will not

Pablifh s, left really.it fhonld violate his Will. - But when ke
was dead, hé who Publifbed bis Contemplations, . feewed me a
Bag of his Manrufcripts, fmal occaftonal Tracllates, and gave
me ont thefe three, faying, that They weredireéted [For Mr,
Baxter] By which I knew they were by him given me in anfiver
to my forefaid Letter, which Craved the Publication of bis
Fudgment of our Diviftons. . But I conjellure they had been
long before written by him ar [everal Times, and much’ to the
Jame purpofe 5-and.fo I fuppofe that be gave them me, and left
the ufe of them to my Difcretion. Now [ay theje Learned
Lawyers, “ A man may have feveral Wills inWriting iy re-
“ference to feveral Things, not repugnant but confiffent, and
“all fhall fland and be taken as his laft Will,and may make fe-
“ wveral Executors,and grve them feveral.diftintt Powers. And

-« claufula generalis non. porrigitur ad ea'qua’ Specialiter
“ nominantur, And this Diretion to you onthat Occafion,
“ maketh it a Legacy bequeathed to you : And the anfwering
“your Letter byit fbeweth towhat ule: Awd bis after like-
“iug of the publifbing his Contemplations, fbeweth that bhe
“ was wot utterlyagainft appearing in Print.

By this and much more they Satisfieme, that it was my .

Ignorance that made me refolve to Conceal them. :
I confefs the Deliverer thought it beft for me to make one
- Treatife out of them all, Becaufe being not intended for Pub.
lication at the Writing of them, the Jame thing is repeated,
s efpecially

.. . The Preface to the Reader: -
% ecially.in‘two of them, ~ Andrhat Répetition and the Bre
irjimw)e me long andervalue them, - S
.. Buz I take it as an.intollerable piaculum to pur any alte-
ring hand of mine to'the Writings of fuch -a Man 3 which I
profefs Lhavegnot dorie. in adding, expanging, or changing one
Word (Jave. fome falfe pelling of the Scribe: for only the La-
tin Verfes, and-an enterlining or two; are bis own hand ; which
1 know by many a Skeet that I have had from bim)
And as long as the Occafion of ihe Writing them is known,
I thint it no difbonoar to them to bave thefe Repetitions : Az
leaft wor o much as wmy alterations would be : Tea it is ufe-
ful; jint, as jully [bewing the Readers, that thefe are no
bafty “crude conceptions, but matiers that long and deeply
dwelt in biskeart. 2. And Great matters, [pecially todull
or unwilling,or negligent Readers or bearers, muft beoftre-
peated ; for a Tranfient touch paffeth away from fuch withost
any Effelt.  Othat the matter of thefe three Papers were
Written.and [pokenan hundred times, if it would make Ru-
lers,and Teachers,and Péople onceitruly to confider and receive
them as they deferve. .~ - :
_ Tet uponoft pernfal I jind that the Repetition is joyned
with variety sf inference and Application :. And be hath oo
Queafy a Stomach that will Naufeate them in fo fhort dif-
courfes on fo great a Subjelty (o neceffary to a Pegple t?ﬂ?ihzing
&y wilfull Divifionsy by the delufton of Abaddon that is com-
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monly Painted with a Cloven Foor.

. I fba8 add the Contents for the Readers belp. But I fball
not-prefume to animadvert on the mattér, fave in thefe few
Notes. .

1. Tradl. 1. pag. 3. Lfuppofe by[Common affiftances]
he meaneth not that which All men have : Bur which is not
Miraculcus, and allthat rightly feck may bopefor. -

. P. 7. Some of the Controverfies which be Jadged unde-
terminable, I have Casfé to think be at” ledft came . wearer
to




The Preface to the Reader.
tofatisfablion in, after the Writing of thefe Papersyas he fig-

nifiedto me on fome Difcourfe, fpecially after the reading ny
Catholick Theology. '

Ib. Among the Points not diftinGly knowable without
more Revelation than we yet have of it, one is [what is

the Real Confequence of the Baptifm of Infants or its O-.

miffion].  But the A& of Uniformity Ejeded all the Mi-
nifters of England, that would not publickly, declare that
they Aflent and Confent, zhat {Itis CERTAIN BI' 7HE
WORD of God,that Infants baptized, dying before actual
Sin, are ZNDOUBTEDLY faved] (noneexcepted). Had
the Convocation but cited that Word of God that faith this,
this (Good man might have been kept from taking that as un-
knowable, which every Conforming ‘Minifter in the Church
is Certain of,asan undoubted Article of Faith.4nd it would
have been a great kindnefs to the filenced Minifters.

Pag. 11. His preference of Epifcopacy before all otber Go.
vernments, was bis real Judgment, But it was its Effentials
and not allthe Additionals that he meant. For tomy know-
ledge be would have becn glad of the Primitive Model of
Bithop Uther, (Who was his much valued friend).

Inthe 3d. Tra@. Pag. 17. the Scribe leftan A
for a word omitted, and I durft ot fupply it by Conjecture.

Who the Authors ave that hefo much blameth, fpecz‘al? the
Dialogitt, few will doubt, but T will not name, becaufe by the
Report of his good Preaching and Life, I cannot but bope that
be Repenteth of it.

Thereisone S 'T. that in an Invellive againft the Pro-
teftant Reconciler (4 Book like this) and againft Dr. Stil-
lingfleex, infinuates that I am not to be believed in my Repore
cllewhere given of Tudge Hales words, rhat [A new ACt of
Uniformity muft heal England, &c. In thefe three Treati-

fes this incredulons man may Jee much more ‘than that, which
may expugne bis Unbelicf: And Teft any accufe me of Forge-

s

The Preface to the Rcadér.

ry, 1 bope to preferve the Manufcripts;: and dowbt not but the
LadyHale or Mr. Stevens batha Copyof them. And be-
caufe this Reverend Enemy to the Reconciler, y/eadmg
for their Excommunication) was a Son of a Reverend Noncon-
formift (deceafed) and lived fometime with me, at Kider-
minfter, and frequently walki with me, and therefore may be
thought to have known my incredibility ; Iask him, why in
all that time, [if be knew me to be a Lyar) would he never
once tell me of it. '
I take [Curfed be the Trimmers]and [Bleffed are the
Peace-makers] for diret contraries: And Chrift to be Wifer
and more credible than all the Encwmics of Peace.

THE




CONTENTS
Of the firft Difcourfe. **

HE ufe of Religion : By what means God made it
Jo common. p. x. How perfeced by Chrift. p. 2. And
why. 1. To recover his honour to God. ». To bring man to
Happinels. 3. Por the right Government of man.  p. 16.

The fei: plain, eafy parts of Religion. Comfortable Cop-
Jeltaries.

How  Religion is corrupted aid changed in t/.:ePW?o;-Z;.
Y. By the fubtilties of Scholaftick Learned men. P5- 1.By
their difpates abont unnecelfary and wnknowable things : In-
Slances. p. &, 2. And of Lower, et uncertain points. p. 7.
How [afe the Religions are without them. p- 8. 3. Cafuifts
corvupting Morals. . po.
2By turning Religion into Politick Contrivances for wealth
and power. Inflance in Princes. 1. Specially in the Roman
Church. p. 9.
3. Infances in Formes of Church Goversment and Cew
remonies. Yo Overvalued, 2. Over oppofed P I2.13. 147
4. Difputes between Calvinifts and Arminians: of old,
abour Eafter, &, _ p. 15.
5« Contention abour trivial matters: Divers Inftan-

ces,

The Contents.

€es, P. 16.37.Mens overdoing for thefe lamented, p.x6.t7.
How ' different. Religion is from all thefe mens Adzz-
tioys. ' ) ‘ p. 19.
The Caufes of thefe Errors. 1. The weakneffes of fome
Confcientious Perfons, deferving Compaffion, sendernefs; and

Love, rather .than feverity or Contempt, p 21. 2.Some to

get preferment and favour with great men. 3.Some for Gain.
4 Moft from over-fondnefs of their own inventions. 5. As
affellavion of Difcrimination and fingularity by outward Bad.
ges. p. 24 &e .

The Contents of the Second Difcourfe,

HE principle of Religion fmall, yer pregnant and pro-
. duttive. p L
. Religion is Left in its SIMPLICITY and PURITY :
But bard to le kept from corruption by Additions. p. 2.
What thefe corrupting Additions™ are. 1. Reducing it to
gratify fenfe: A tommon corruption, P3
2. Additions from mens accidental inclinations. Inflances.
X. Philofophers mix their Natural Philofophy with it, 2.Beh-
men makes it Chimical. 3. Socinians fubjelt it to their Rea-
Jon. 4. Some Phyficians mix corporal ConfFitution. 5. Meta-
Phifical men make it unintelligible by Subtilties. p. 4. 6.Poli-
ticiansy and Statef-men,and Papifts Hierarchy make it but
an Engine of Policie. p. 5. 7. Politick Difcontented men m 1=
Hage it to get a Party againff the State. p. 6. The vis-
lent Zeal of fuch Corrmpters, Papifts,Reforme. Epifcopal Clor-
y, Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptifts, &c. p. 7. In-
%ances« oitrinal. p-8
3. Lawful Additions finfully managed. Reafons to prave-
them convenient. p. 9. Cautions to be ufed in them. 1. T//,r.f.t
a : trey




The Contents.

they-bé -not numerous. 2. Nor fuperftitions. 3. Decent, wor
Powpous. 4. Not continued for their antiquity, when they
become unfeafonable or hartfal. 5. Not urged with rigoar and
too much feverity againft Confcentious refufers, An ol
jection of the urgers amfwered. 6. Still remember that Re.
ligion is quite another thing, P 12s

What is true Religion, and who are religious, and who

not, P 13.

The Contents of the third Difcourfe,

W[{at the Chriftian Religion is, and what men trye

Chriftians are. p. 1. But many Additions in aif
ages have deen made to ity by divers forts, for divers
defignes and ends. Some by the authority of great Names,
Some by infenfible gradations, fome by (uppofed Congraity,
Jome as for Crder and Decency, fome for difcrimination of
Parties, foze for Political Ends,emergent occaftons, Civil or
Ecclefiaftical Sanclionsy, &c. And the greateft Fervor and
Animofity of men commonly laid out on thefe additions, &y
Jome for them; by otkers againft them,

Zhe unbappy Corfrquents, P g

Y. Diverfion from the true wature and #fe of Reliios, 4
Zeal for entire Cosformity to thefe additicns or againf? them,

2. And fo the Fervour of mens Spirits let cut the wrong
way. p. $.

3. Hence come Schifms aud Fallions, nad Perfonal Animos
fities, diferiminations, Cenforionfucfs, eftraniednefs by il] ad-
vancing thefe opinions and little things.

4 The Bond of Charity broken, Severity, Perfecution, Im.

_ Placablenefs, endeavouring to [upplunt and difgrace Lifjén.
ters, worfe fcorns, reproach and wilifying thau etween C hrie

Sians and Turks. P 6
§e ditcreaf

The «Contents.

5. Increafe of Atheifne and Contempt of all Religion;
while preachers go fo much againft their Doftrine ; As if Re-
ligion werenof no more Moment, and of no bettter Effelt
than thefe Additions, p- 8.

The canfes of ths fad d e»}tfer, 1. Self-love and fondnefs
for that which is our own. 2, Pride,and Reputation. 3. Plain
and Pure Religion unfutable to mens Curiofity and appetite.
4.They muft have fomewhat that is.pleafing p.9. sContrariety
andFealoufy of men berein concerned iSpecially between Power
and Confcience : Both plead Gods name, and neitbher will
yield. p. 10. 6. Specially not dealing meekly and in Love
with one another. But by Paffion, Violence, and Bitternefsy
rendring each other odious, [cofing, catching Artsy, mifinter-
preting each other; Difingennous quotations,&c. p. 11. Thefe
are contrary to Chriftianity, p iz

The [ad proof : X. From fuch as Martin Mar-prelate, &
on one fide, and Epithets of Antichriftian, Babylonifh, Ido-
latrous, given to Bifbops and Liturgie. .0n the other fide,
Minifters [bould cafbiere thefe black Auxiliaries, or elfe pro-
fefs that it is wor Clrilts Caufe that they plead, but their
own. e “p. 130

A fbarp reproof of fome late Writers againft Diffenters,
JSpecially the Dialogifty as beinoully abufing Scripture and
Religion : far worfe than Ben. Johnfons prophane Play.

The ill Effelts. 1. It maketh differences unreconcileable
2. It difadventages their Caufe and Perfons that ufe them
with fober men, 3.1t expofeth Religion it felf to the deriff-
of Atheifts,and increafeth fuch. More of this evil with a Con-
cluding Counfel, to ufe more Temperance, Prudence, and Mo-
deration in Contefts abowt the Circumflantials of Religion,
P20, 2I. .

The




The Contents.

The Contents of the Additional Teftimonics.

I He Lord Bacons words in his Advertifement of-the
- Controverfies of the Church of England. . His words
in bis Confiderations for better Pacification and Edification
of the Church of England (Leff the Reader accufe me of o-
mitting any part, I had rather he would read all thofe two
Treatifes himfelf, than thofe Scraps) 3 Animadverfions of the
Tranferiber. 4. Some paffages of Dotfor Yfaack Barrow.

RELIGION

The Ends and Ufes of it, and the Errors
of Men touching is.

R UE Religion is the greatett Zmprovement,
Advantage, and Priviledge of EHumane Nye
ture 5 and that which gives it the nobleft
and higheft Pre-eminenceabove other vifible
Creatures.

We may obferve in many Bruit Beafts and Birds admi-
rable Inftinéts, Dexterities, and Sagacities ; and. in fome
of them fome dark refemblances of Reafon, or Ratiocina-
tion: But Religion is {0 appropriate to the Humane Nature,
that there are fcarce any fort of Men, but have: ome Reli

gion: Nor do the moft fubtle or fagacious Bruirs afford any

figns thereof, as communicated to their Natures.. -

It is one of the chiefeft Mercies and Bleflings that Al-
mighty God hath afforded to the Children. of Men, and
that which. fignally mauifc&this Providential Care tg-

wards



(2)

ver them, that inall Ages and among; all Na-
t‘i’g;‘:shiri?a?h given to them fome Means and Helps tof%f;
cover unto them, though in. different Degreesh , fo e
rincipal Senriments of true Religion: 1. By tf(_a ef]r ot
g’lam&crs, and Zmpreffions, a}}ﬂd Sprlééltuy:sy d;xelficoadlxrrll iiagi;
Confciences. 2. By his Glorzon
;\Iif;rr‘?)s ’aggmmjc;n\y called the Works of Nature. 3; l?};
fignal P rovidences , and Prqwdeﬂtml Regiment Wg_ ,/t']
World. 4. By raifingup Mml{n :lh ‘f\dgqi ?ifru%mtthe 1{“ z;:é
¢ ' d.Learning, which did 1 it !
%{{erzgt,fg’tiﬁ?grcat Cor%cemmcnt, the Ruc}lmentsfof Na-
tural Religion. 5. By Tr;z(/i_tzamry'l"'ranfmlmon 0 n'gm}i
important Truths and Directions of foq, from fAncf:c; :S)r?;
1o their Pofterity, and others: Though in proc? s of tim¢
evil Cuflomsand evil Men did in a great meafure 1mPa‘;1
and corrupt the Sentiments and Practices of Men, nOt?Vm(;
ftanding thefc helps. Thercfore the fame Mercy an f
Goodnefs of God; for.the prefervationand propagatxoﬁn od
the truc Religion, was pleafed to fubflitute a more fixed
and permanent means ; namely, the: Holy .Smp”frﬂl’ ‘oxf
Divine Revelations, committed to Writing in the Boo <:j 0
the Old and New Teftament. Though the Religion fe-
livered in both Teftaments, be in fubftance the fam.eﬁ ; % lct
the truc Religion was more fully,and plainly, and dflt intly
delivered by Chrift and his-Apoftlesin theNew Te e}men]t,
together alfo with fome addlthnal Inftruétions, for the
better prefervationand propagation- thereof to Mankind,
and diversadditional Evidences to prove and manifeft the
truth of this Religion, to procure its belief and‘acc.epta-
tion: As the Birth, Miracles , Death; Refarreition, and
Afeenfion of Chrift Jefus,the great Reformer of the Fewifh,
-and great Inftitutor of the Clmf@xan Religion, _fochlledvfiiom
Chrift that taught and afferted it. The Chriftian Religi~
en isithe moft’ perfet Rule of our Duty to God, our felves,

and .

.
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Ensl others; and was defigned principally for thefe Great
nds.

I. To reffore to the Glorious God, the Honour, Daty,
and Obedience of his Creature, Man 5 teaching him to Know,
to Glorifieand Serve his Creator, to be Thankful to him,
to fubmit to his Will, toobey his Law and Command » to
be thankful for his Mercies, to acknowledge him inall his
ways, to call upon him, to Worthip him, to depend up-
on him, to walk fincerely inhis fig]

I 1t, to admireand adore
his Greatnefs and Geodnefsin all his works » efpecially in

the great work of the Redemption of Mankind by his Son
Chrift Jefus.

2. To inable Max» to attain everlafting Happinefs, the
perpetual Vifion of the Glorious God, and to fir and prepare
him to be a partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints in
Light and Glory.

3- To compofe and fettle Mankind infuch a decentand
becomingre&itude, order, and deportmeat ia this World,
asmay be fuitable tothe Exiftence of a Reafonable Nature,
and the Good of Mankind : Which confiftsprincipally in
double relation: 1.Toa Mans felf, Sobriety. 2.To others,
which confifts in thofe two great Habirs or Difpofition
beneficent to Mankind , wiz. Righteoufnefs, or Fufticeand
Charity, or Love and Beneficence. '

Thefe three Great Endsare fuccin@ly delivered, Zir. 2.
11, 12, For the Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation hath
appeared anto all men, reaching us, that denying ungod/inefs
and worldly Iufts, we fbould live Soberly, Righteoully, and
Godly in this prefent World. Here we have thefe three Ends
of Chrittian Religion. 1. Godlingfs, or our Duty to God.
2. Salvation, or our own everlafting Happine(s. “3. Sobrie-
vy, Righteoufnefs, which alfo includeth Charizy, a ‘part of
Evangelical Righteoufnefs. -

And becaufe. Chriftian Religion was intended and  infti-

B2 tuted




(4)
uted for the good of Man-kind, whether Poor or Rich,
tI‘g:?ned orh %J%leamed, Simplc or Prudent, Wife or Weak,,
it was fitted with fuch plain, eafte, and evident Direltions,
both for things t0 be #zown, and things to be doe, in or-
der to theattainment of the End for wh}ch.lt was de(jgned,,
that mightbe under{tood by any Capacity, that hadtie or-
dinary and commonufe of Reafon or Humane Underftand--
ing, and by the common affifiance of the Divine Giace
ig ractifed by them. ‘
mlng}ltebgrgdenda, or)thlngs to be known_or believed , as-
fimply neceffary to thofe Ends, are but few, and intelligi-
ble, briefly deflivered in that Summary of Chriftian Religi-
on, ufually calledthe Apaftles Creed.

The Agenda,or thingsto be done or forborn, are thofe few
and excellent Precepts, delivered by Chrift and his Apo-
flles, in that Lrtle Book of the New Tejtament ; and yet e-
ven the tenth part of that little Book will contain all the
Precepts of Chriftian Duty and Obedience conrained in-
that Book: And.in brief the Baptifmal €ovenant i as it is
contained in the Liturgy, and Explanation thereof in the
Church Catechifin ufed among us,, together with the Pre--
cepts of the Decalogue, contain in effedt a Summary or
brief Epitome of our Chriftian Duty. ‘ ‘

And certainly it was neceffary and becoming the Wif--
dom of the moft Wife God, that that Religion and Do-
&rine, which equally concerned Men of all Kinds and Ca-
pacities, fhould be accordingly accommodated,as might be
ufeful for all,  If the Doctrineor Precepts of Chriftian Re--

ligion fhould have been delivered in over fublime or fera--

phical expreflions, in high Rhetorical Raptures,in intricate

and fubtile Phrafes or Stile, orif it fhozald have been fur--
sharged with multitude of particulars, it would have been.

like a Sealed Beok, to the far greateft part of Mankind,

who yet were equally concerned in the Bufinefsand End.

(s)

i of Religion, with the greateft Philofophers and Clerks in
the World.

Upon what hathbeenfaid, we may therefore Conclude,

¥. That there isnot, nor indeed may rot be any great
difficulty inthe_attaining of a true faving Knowledge of
Chriftian Religion.

2, That the Duties of Chriftian Religion are not of fo
vaftan Extent, but the Knowledge of them may bealfo
attained by an Ordinary Capacity wiling to Learn. .

3. That Confidering that God Almighty is never wan- -
ting with his Grace to Affift thofe that fincerely endes-
vear and Defire to Obey him and Serve him, it is not fo
Difficult a Bufinefs to perform an Evangelical Obedience
tothe Precepts of the Gofpel, 1 fay an Evangelicil Obedi-
encesthough not a Perfedd Obedience 5 an'Obedience that is
Sincere, though many times F¥zak, and failings, which ne-
verthelefs are forgiven, and their Sincere though Imper-
fect Obedience accepred by Almighty God through the
Merits and Interceffion of Chrift, and our own Humiliation

and fincere Repentance for our failings,

And, 4. That when all isdone, in #bis Belicfand #his O-
bedience Confifts our Chriftian Religion, This is the One
thing Neceffary, the Magnum Oporter, which is of higheft
Concernment and greateft importance to Mankind. ,

But now if we do but look about us in the World, and
obferve and confider the Matters, wherein Men for the
moft part do place, Religion we fhall find quitc another
kind of Rate and Nature of Religion than' what Chrift In-
ftituted or intended, and yetall vailedand fhrowded un-
der theName of Chriftian Religion 5 and greater weight and
frefs laid upon them than upon the Zrue, Real, grand Im-

peres ot Chriftian Religion.

r. T fhall'begin with the Subtilties of great Scholars,
Schoolmen, and Scholaftick Divines. Thefe have turned

Chrifti-
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Chriftian Religion into a moft Curious and difficult Specu-
lation, and that which was defigned by Chrift Jefusasa plain
Direction to every Capacity, to be a Guide to 2 Righteous,
Holy, and Sober Life here, and to attain Everlafting Life
hereafter, they have [made] a meer exercife of Wit, and a
Picce of greater [ubtilty than the abftrufeft Philofophy or
Metaphyficks. ~ And this they have done principally
thefe ways :

-1. By Difputes about Queftions, that, as they are not
in themfelves Neceffary to be known, fo they are in their
own Nature Impofiible for Humane Underftandings to
determinz : As for inftance ; many, if not all, the Pclts
controverted between the Arminians and Calvinifts,as touch-
ing the m.unner of the Decrees of God, what Kind of Zz-
fluence he hath upon the Wills of men. The manner of the
Divine Knowledge of things Future, Contingent, ot Poffible.
The Refiffability or Irrififtability of Divine Grace. The Na-
ture of Eternity, and Infinitude, and Indivifibility. The
mamner of the Exiffence of the Three Perfons in the Unity of
Effence. The Nature of Angels and Spirits ; the Manner and
Degrees, and Method of their knowledge of things 5 their fe-
veral Ranks and Orders ; andinfinite more Speculations and
Difputes of things that do not in their own Nature fall un-
der the difcovery of a Humane Underftanding, by the or-
dinary Courfe of Ratiocination, and are impofiible to be

known further than * they are dittin&tly revealed by Al-

mighty God, andas it were induftrioully kept Secrct by

Almighty God becaufe they are not ofufe to Mankind to be

known. It is far morc poiiible for a Child of threc years

old to have a true Conception of the moft abftrufe Points
in Philofophy, or in the Myftical Reafons of State or Po-
litick Government of a Kingdom, than for the Wifeft man
that ever was, without Revelation from God, to have any
tollerable Conception or Notion of things of this Nature
with any tollerable Certainty or Evidence. 2. Again

(7) :

2. Again there are other Points difputed which
lower allay, and yet pot to be difti Vitha
"more clear Revelation than we et Hna&vlg olf{ %lvf?oi“mél:\u%
any Neceffity for us ymfljc y to_know - Asl?mrﬁ}’;mTo
Qogcemgng the Nature and Manner of Tranfmiffion of OC,
riginal Sin; How far thefins of immediate or remote Parent.
aﬂe& their Pofferity with Guilt or Punifbmens s The Origin ’
rion of the Hu.mane Soul; How far the Efficacy of theg S: )
crifice of Chrif# was intentionally for all Men ;Concérnin )
the Means of Communication thereof to Infants, Ideors.
and the invinfible Ignorant ; What is the real Conﬁ”amce of
_Baptifm of Infants, or its Omiffron; How far € hm%fof m A
1s-Operative to his Converfion, or Perfeverance Where‘im
thq formal Nature of Fuftification Confifts; Hov; far forf}[:
FaztI{ finglyis fufficient for it, without Sanltification and
Habitual Holingfs at laft, and how. far forth the Sincere
Love of God by a perfon invinfibly ignorant of many or
1139& Pognts of Chriftian Religion is fiffcienr thereu}r;to-
Concerning the Effate of the feparate Soul before the /aﬂ’

Fudgment, and how far it enjoys the Beats '
fore the Iéfﬁ:rreé?im e eatifical Vifion be-

Difputes touching thefe and the like diff i
lf}'ﬂ"’e bk;’lw'nvlll-l; men%Fan;lties with Speculatiocr:lsl,t 5%:;1(;’0 n;f

ing their Hearts with ¢ i
flln Igﬁan e he true and genuine Effe@s of

It is true, that Phyficians and Naturalifts - do . and may
make Inquiries into the Method and Progrefs of Generation
and Digeftion, and Sanguification, and the motions of thé
Chiley the Bloodsthe Humours : For, 1. They have means of
accefs to the difcovery thereof by Diffetion and Obferva~
tion: Aqd, 2. It isotfome ufe to them in their Science.and
the Egerqfc thereof Butwhenall is done,amanofa fo’und
Qonfhtutmn digefts his Meat, and his Blood Circulates, and:
his feveral Veflels and Intrails perform their officcs, th:Jugh
P he\ .

3.
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diftin@ly the Methods of theiz Motions and
But thefe Speculations above-mentioned, in
as they are not pofiible to be diftinctly
fo they are of little ufe

he know not
Operations.

Peints of Divinity,
decermined with any certainty,

to be known.
If the heart be feafoned with the true knowledge of the

things that are revealed, and with the Life of the Chriftian
Reiigion, and the love of God, it will be effeCtual enough
to order his Life, and bring him to Everlafting Happincfs,
thoush he be not, like an exquifite Anatomift, acquainted
with a dittin@® Comprehenfion or Knowledge of the feve-
ra! difficult Inquiries of tlus Nature. Believe what is re-
quired by the Word of Godto be believed,and do your Du-
1y, as by that Wordis diretted ; fo that the Life of Religi-
on, and the love of God be once fet on foot in the Soul,
and there nourifhed, and commit your felf to the Faith-
fulnefs and Goodnefs of God, andthis will be effectual to
the great End of Religion, though all thefe Difputes be laid
afide. ’
3. Again, A Third mifchief of Scholifticks, is in relati-
on to Praélicks : 1.Some Cafuiftical Divines have fo diftin.
guifhed concerning Religious External Duties, that they
have left little Prattical Religion or Morality in the World,
and by their fubtle curious Diftin&tions, have made almoft
every thing Lawful, and with the Pharifees, in the time of
our Saviour, have made void the Laws of God, (and of
Man alfo) by their Traditions and Diftinétions: So that Re-
ligion towards God, and all Righteoufnefs and Sobriety,
is fo thinand narrow, and fubtile, that by their Dottrine
of Probability, and Cafuiftical Diftintions, all the Bones
thereof are loofned. 1t would be too long to give In-
ftancesin particular: Thelate Velitations in France between
fome of the Popith Priefts and Jefuites furnifh the World

with inftances caough of this kind.
) 2. The

m—
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2. The Second Inflanceis thi Z
part of Religion into Politick ,C.'?lf.tlii;iiic:; mf;gr {it%? grt’dtt']?
“P!%?édln% Po{)ver, Wealth, or Y”tt;élf gakkiavni A
ere have been Inftances many ia this kind am
::lul:il:i l;rmces andﬁgateg. This was the a&t ofl_;erjél?:;gr ?_c-
of}‘) ho ;t_-rous Religion in Samaria, for preventing a reo n
bft e Ten Tribes to the Houfe of David. And w iy
?ﬁ ﬂfgﬁ ::tc él: mt;l_l gf the fReligion eftablifked by H:ar:;:::y
S, which was {o ordered to acc ir In.
tereft, though to th ing of Nty In-
b g e extreme corrupting of Natura] Re.
But there is not fo eminent
But the ot fo_emunent an Inftance thereof i
el Workd, st e Efuic St 7 e Chs
.9 tome, who have corrupted, asmuch as in th i€
g;oft Ipure ﬁnd innocent Religion thatever the vsglrlf‘llel? e
of%z }},/_ t e{/Chnﬂlan Religion, by diftorting it to Ere]‘c},,
oy aiths and Power, and appendicating to it certain v
lyarormé-: :?d Prlacfléce{]_ meerly to'thofeEnds. And not n:;v
0, but have laid the greateft weig2 " Religion in the
:})}bferyanpn of thefe Poli?i'c,é appe;";?‘%i;ﬂ -Rfézﬁ;gs s
ma”ttfxil:;rsg:egéons or (l:lot ‘gbferve's thefe Politick Aa(/?;? :
ments, ere 2 Cenfure and Danger ,
.. . . - . m
Esial;e }t{}?}f g_dizgleg Ezt::i t;logttﬁnguéﬁgnablepgrincipl:sn Eft Chflrll:,
2 . are their Do&rines ofthe Pope :
Zg%etﬁbj ,yi%eé blﬂfa_lihhﬁ{y ;a,the neceffity to sﬂzv%fj :ﬁ)gt:. :
of the Romifh Church, the Adoration of Tmag ai
{%g.te:l, _Sgld Angels ; the Veneration o _Reliquz’- fld)iantsl){/a
a a;;z,ed :ﬁiﬁ;;%?::r{ﬂ IﬂDdul ences, agd the Church ’Treqﬁtry g—f
reduns Merits sthe Do&trine and Pra&ice of b, Fiom;
and Indulgences; their Canonization of S;i:t(.: -?ﬁ@i”ﬁ?m’:
mages, numerous Ceremonies, Theatrical Spec‘,l’acle: ; :l%;l;

Doctrine of Zranfubftantiation, and divers other Superaddi

tions and Appendications to Chriftia igi
LT X S L. - n R 1
perfon, not captivated by them, may wnfihﬁff?;‘ﬁz}?? ;g;y
- C D . Loraow b -?-
ceive
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ceive to be inverited and continuedmeerly for the fupport

‘of the Grandure of an Univerfal Monarchy, which _they
mifcall 7he € burch,and for the a‘ryn,aﬁin{; of Wealth and Pow-
¢ for the fupport of it, asight moft eafily be evinced by
the particular Examination of all thofe Politick Appen-
dixes. ~ ‘

_And yet let any man obferve it, he fhall find as great a
fervour for the upliolding of thefe Doctrines and Practices,
and as great a jealoufie of thie leaft breacti made upon_tfiem,
‘a5 if the whole Concern of Chriftian Religion; and the Sal-
vation of Souls lay in their Beliefand Obfervance.

3. The third Inftance is in relation to the Farms of Church
Govérnment and Ceremonies. That Ecclefiaftical Government
is neceffary for the prefervation of Religion, is evident to
any reafonable and confiderate man: and that the Epifcopat
Government tonftituted in Englawd,is a moft excellentForm
of Ecclefiaftical Government,and exceeds all other Forms of
Eeclefiaftical Gévernment, may be eafily evinced 5 and that
it is the beft adapted to the Civil Government in this King-
Jdorn, is vifible to any incelligent perfon: And yet T do
not think that the Effence of Chriftian Religion Confifts
in this or any other particular Form of Government, It isa
great help to the prefervation of itin its Purity and Uni-
ty,and may be wellcalled Sepiméntum Religionis Chriftiane,
as the Jews call their Oral Traditions Sepimentum Legis,
the Fence of the Law. Buta man may be a good and ex-
cellent Chriftianunder this or any other Form of Ecclefiafti-
«al Government, nay in fuch places where poifibly there
isno fettied Form of Eccleﬁaﬂic’al"vae'mm’éﬂtf“él%abliﬂq-

ed. ' ' ' o ’
But if we obferve many perfonsin the world, we f{hall
find fome fo highly devoted to #his or that particular Form
of Government, 3s ifall the weight of Chriftian Religion lay
in'it : Though the wife and fober fort of Conformiifts knovs

an
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and profefs this, yet there be:fome rafth people that wi
prefently- Un-church all the Reformed Cglurl::hes ﬁgy‘;rllg
the Seas which are not under Epifcopal Government. That
ifthey ﬁ‘eeia man, otherwile of Orthodox Principles, of a’ Pioas
and Religious lite, yet if ferupling fome Points of Ecclefrafti-
cal Government, though peaceable, they will efteem him
htt;e better than a FHeather or Publican, a Schifmatick, Fle-
retick, and what not: On the other fide,if they feca man of
great fervour in afferting the Eccleftaffical Goversment, ob-
fervant of External Ceremonies, though otherwife of 2 Joofe
and a’zﬂo/u‘n; lifey yet they will be rcady to applaud him
with the Stile of a Son of the Church, and upon that account
over-look the Mifcarriages of his lite, as if the Effance
and Life of Chriftian Religion lay in the bare afferting of
the beft Form of Ecclefiaftical Government. Bo
On the other f{ide, there is as great an Extremity of the
other hand : there are many indifereet perfons, as well Dj-
vines as others, that having either by their Education or
by Converfation with Diffenters,or poflibly to gain a Party
taken upon them the Patronage or Affertingof fome othze;
Form of Church-Government, either Presbyterian or In-
dependant, or fome thing fram’d by their own invention
prefently cry down the Eftablithed Government of the
Church, as Antichriftian or Popith, and cry up that which
they have thus efpoufed as the only truc Chriftian Regis
ment inftituted by Chrift; and prefently among them a%ld
their Follo_wgrs, this is made the difcriminative Marl'c of a
True Chriftian.If they fee a man Conformable to the Efta-
blithed Government, " tho he . be pious,.fober; and truly Re-

ligious, yet they defpife and.neglect him, cenfure him as

aFormalift, and without the Power of Godlifié F
f, : odlinéfs : i

2 man will but revile the Eftablifhed Gover nr;i:;li Er:lcg blé
bold againtl ir, cry it down, and cry up the New Inhitution
igto whieh :they are lifted, .tho the man be Covetous,

C 2 Un-
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Uncharitable, Hard-hearted, Proud, Impetuous, and pof
fibly otherwife Loofein his Converfation, yet fuch a man
fhalf be cherithed applauded, and cryed up for a Saint, a Pre.
cious Man, and Zealous for the Truth,

- And although Decent Ceremonies, that are for the Pre.
fervation of the Dignity of Religion, and to keep due Op-.
der and Regularity, are not Eflential Parts of Chriftianity,
nor were ever fo efteemed by wife and fober men, and yer
are ofufe and convenience in the Church » Neverthelefs, we
may eafily obferve among men the fame Extremes g5 are
before noted : fome placing the whole weight of Religion
in their riét Obfervance, and making them the principal,
if not the only Badge of 2 Son of the Charch, bateing and
defpifing thofe that Jeruple any thing in them, or that do
not come up in every panitilio to their Obfetvance, though
they be otherwife found in the Principles of Faith, pisxs ang
Jtrit in their lives, Juf and honeft to all men, and fober,
temperate and blamelefs.

On th= other fide, there be a fort of men that place
the greatet ftre(s and diferiminating Point of Chriftian
Religion in gppofiug and decrying all Infitured Ceremonies,
though Innocent, Decent, andwithout any the leaft touch

of Superftition in them, yet thefe muft be decried as Po.

pith, Antichriftian, deftrutive of Chritian Liberty, ang
the Party that with moft boldnefsand vehemence declajms
againt them, is valued by them as a moft precious man, a
manof zeal and courage, and needs little elfe to juftifie
and magnifie him with his Party.

On the other fide, though aman beofan holy and con.
fcientiouslife, found in Principles, fober, blamelefs, peace-
able ; yet if he obferve thefe blamelefs Ceremonies,
though with great moderation and Charity to Difienters,
he fhall be flighted and undervalued, efteemed a Formalift,
a Time-ferver, or at beft,a man wanting Courage, Zeal,

Lukewarm,

e EEEEE——
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Lukewarm, Timorous, and wanting the Power of Godlj-
nefs.Such wild and wrong Meafures do men of Extremeson
all hands take of the true Effence and Ends of Chrittianicy.

4 Agan, even among  Profeflors of the Proteftans
Religion, there are divers difputed ard Controverted
Points; as between the Cafvinsts and Arminians, efpe-
cially touching the niverfality of the Redemption by Chrift,
Perfeverance and Falling from Grace ; and almoft every da y
there arife certain new Opinions, fome of greater importance,
but very commonly of fmai/and incridfiderable moment;and
thefe are taken up by the feveral Parfies pofiibly agreeing in
the fame Fundamentals of Chriftian Religion. ~ And fome
times they are entertained by a Party of men, becaufe .
their Paftors are of that Opinion, orfeem to be fo ; though
often they are taken up,or inftilled intoa Party, to make a
difcriminative Mark betweeen Perfons of feveral Congrega-
tions. And thenitis wonderful to fee with what fervour
each Party maintains his Tenent, and as great weight is laid
uponit, as ifthewhole ftrefs of Chriftian Religion, and
the Salvation of the Souls of men lay upon it ; when God
knows they are not of any moment in ir.

Such was the'old Controverfie between the Euftern and
Weftern Churches about Eafter-day, and ancienter than
that, in the Apoftles times, about Eating of meats offered
to Idols, and among us at this day touching the five 4rm;-
nian Queftions. And yet we fhall fee men as fervent and
zealous about them, as cenforious of Diffenters from them,
as fond of thofe of the fame Opinion with them, as if all
the Articles of the Chriftian Faith were immediately con-
cerned in them; when all, the while they are not of
any moment to the Salvation of men, nor of aay concern-
ment to the Chriftian Religion, or the Ends thereqf, but
are only Artifices impofed upon men to hold up Parties, or
to keep upfome Man or Parties Reputation ; imaginations

which.
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which menare fond of, becaufe they aretheir own, at leaft
theirs whom they have in great Veneration or Efteem.

5. Again, the fond Mittakes of men inthis kind, are ob-
fervable in very flight and trivial matters, which yet are
entertained with a kind of Religicus Veneration, when
they ferve to hold up Parties, or as difciminations of their
Protefiions.  Among the profefled Monks and Fryars they
have certain Habits ailigned to feveral Orders, and as well
anciently as now have feveral kinds of Zomfures of their
Heads, whichthey obferve withgreat feverity ; and place
much Religion in them. :

And even among the various Selts, or Perfwafions a-
mong thofe that at leaft abhor Popery, yet we fhall find
fome fuch fond rhings upon whichthey lay a great weight
of their Religion : fometimesin very Zooksand compofing
of their Countenance ; fometimes in the manner or Tone
of Expreflions; fometimes in affeéted Phrafes ; fometimes
inGeftures, fometimes in Habits and Dreffes, fometimes in
ufe of Meats and Drinks of one kind or another. 1 {hall
give fome few Inftances :

You fhall have fome that place a great point of Religion
in_forbearing the earing of Fle/b upon Frydays, or in the fime
of Lent, but yet indulge thernfelves oftentimes in the eating
ofthe choiceft Fith, and the moft coftly Diet of other
Meats: Others againthink they muft needs go as far on
the other - Extreme, Chufing thofe Seafons for Feaft-
ing upon Flet,and think it acceptable to God, becaufe it
runs counter to the other Exteme.

Again, atime there was when it was thought that long
#air was unbecoming Profeflors of Chriftianity, and upon
that accour: fome did wear their Huir fhort, even to ex-
tremity.  But about the beginning of the late Wars, man
took up,as they thought, a more elevated way of Chrifti«
anity,:and as a Badg thereof wore their Hair extreme Long,
- TheConformifts ufually wear Gowns orCanonical Coats;

Many
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Many of the Nonconformits by way of Diferimination

ufe other Habits. . |~ ] ‘
The former officiate, as the Canons require’ them, in
Surplices, and fometimes with Hoods, and fome are fo ta-
ken with it, that they think the Offices want an Effential
Part when performed without it ; fome of the Zatser think
.the folemn-Ordinances are profaned by’it, and rendred $u-
‘perftitions. L )
But among all the differing Per(wafions arhong us, there
are none that give a man more ample Evidence of Miftakes
of this Nature, than thofe called Quakers, who place a greac
partoftheir Religion in keepingon their Hats, in ufin
the words 7hee and 7hon, in fliling the Months and Days of
the Week not according to the ufual Appellation, but the
firft, or fecond month,orday,in certain Habits and Poftures
unlike other men ;in Silent Devotions at their Publck Meeta. -
tings, in revileing and crving down the Etablifhed Miniftry,
Churches, Sacraments, Lords-d.y, andall manner of Forms,
.whether commanded or ufed by others; in refufing to
takean Oath when lawfully called thereunto ; and fome
fuch other fingularities. Take away but thefe,and the like af-
fected Superadditions, the menare as other men, fome in-
deed very fober, honeft, jult and plain-hearted men, and
found in moft, if not all the important Doétrines and Pra-
&ices of Chriftianity ; others (as it happens in all Profeifi-
ons) Subtle, Covetous, Uncharitable Tumultuous, Igno-
rant, proud Defpifers of others, Slanderers,and.yetas long
as they conform to their Sef? in thefé impertinent ar - un-
warrantable fingularities, they pleafe themfelves with the
Stile of the Peaple of God, and are for the moft ‘p"arg"cﬂ,e,c-

med fuchby thofe of that Sc&t.

© By this little Survey, we may cafily tak‘ciai"g(Ef“Lfi“rﬁat"e"qf

the Miftakes of Mankind,and even among Chriftians, toych-
ing the Miftakes in point of Chriftianity. and Chriftian

Religion,
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igi and how common it is to mifplace the Name of
F({}‘;ll;ﬁitc::r’l Religion and the Nattfre of it, an.d at.tnbute it to
fuch things as in truth have nothing to do with it,but many
times aredireitly contrary toit.

And yet even in thefe Impertinencies many men place
the greateft moment of their Religion, and have as great
and many times a greater zeal and fervour foy t.hcxzn, than
for the weighty Points and Duties of Chr.lfhamt.y, and
moft ofthe bufinefs of many men Confifts in Vehtauops
and Defences and Inve&ives about them; The Pulpits
and the Prefs is ingaged about them. Love, and Charity,
and even common Humanity, and mutual Converfation
between Man and Man, Church and Church, Party, and
Party, is broken by the Mutual collifions and animofities
concerning them.  So that (theLord be merciful to us and
forgive us) thereis as little love, andas great dxﬁan;_e and
animofity between many of the Diflenting Parties a-
mong Proteftants, touching thefe Matters, as th{:rq is
between Papifts and Proteftants, or between Chriftians
and Iafidels. And by this means the true Life of(?hnﬂxap
Religion, and that which was the great End of its Infti-
tution, and the true genuine andnaturat Effet of it upon
the heart and foul, and courfe of life, is loftor negle&ted
by them that profefs it, or difparaged among thofe
that either have not entertained it,or at leaft enter-
tained it as they do the Cuftoms of the Country wherein
they are educated. Thefe men, whep tl}ey_ fee fo much
Religion placed by Profeflorsof Chriftianity in thefe things,
which every intelligent man values but as Forms, or In-
ventions, or Modes, or Artifices, and yet as great weight
laid upon them, asgreat fervour and animofity ufed for
or againft them, as almoft for any Pointsof Chriftian Re.

ligion, they are prefently apt to cenfure and throw off gll

Religion,and reckon all of the fame make. But

E_
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But when all isdone, true Chriftian Religjon is a thing of '
another kind of Make, and is of another kind of Efficacy,
and directed unto, and efletive ota nobler End, than'thofe
things about which, asabove is faid, men fomuch contend,
and that makes fo great a buftle and noife in the world, As
the Credenda are but tew and plain, fo the Facicnda, or
things tobe done, are fuch as do truly ennoble and advance
the Humane Nature, and brings it to its due habitude,
both to God and Man.

It teacheth and tutors the foul to a high reverence and ve- |
neration of Almighty God, a fincere and upright walking
as in the prefence of the Invifible, AH-Ieeing God : It
makes a man truly to love, to honour, to obey him, and
therefore careful to know what his will is; it renders the.
heart highly thankfal to him, both as his Creator, Redec-
mer, and Benefattor : It makesa man entirely to depend
upon, to feek to him for guidance, and dire&tion, and
protection;; to fubmit to his Will with all Patience, and
Refignation of Soul: Itgives the law not only to his
Wordand Actions, but to his very Thoughts and Purpo-
fes, that he dares not entertain a very thought unbecom.
ing the fight and prefence of that God to whom aj| our
thoughtsare legible : It teacheth and bringeth 2 man to
fuch a deportment both of external andinternal fobriety, as
may be decent in the prefence of God and all his holy An-
gels: Tt crutheth and Cafts down all Pride and Haughtinefs
both ina mans heart and carriage, and gives liim an hum-
ble frame of foul and life, both in the fight of God and
men : It regulatesand governs the Paffions of the Mind,
and brings them into due moderation and frame: It gives
aman a right eftimate of this prefent world, and fets the
heart and hopes above it, fo that he never loves it more

than it deferves: It makesthe Wealth and Glory of this

World, high Places, andgreat Preferments, but of a low and
D little
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tle valie o hit 5o it he is feitlier covetous ot afribi-
ltlgiv:g over follicitous concerhing thieadvantages of it :
It bings a man o tha fame that Righteoufies, Jiittice,
Honefty, andFidelity is as it were pare of his Narire ; he
cani fooner dye thin commit or purpof¢ that which is unjuft,
difhonett, or unworthy a good man: It makes him value
the love of God and peace of Confcience above all the

(19)
‘broken, runfcrambling after the ll)ieces of the Shell, and ix }
‘themean while the Kernel is neglefted and loft, i
Now touching the Reafons or Caufes of thefe Mifappre-
henfions touching Religion, they are various : fome de.
ferve compaffion, and others are moreor lefs excufable, ac-
cording to their feveral kinds: r. Some perfons truly
-Confcientious and zealous of any thing that they judge to be

ind prace ¢ very viails . -difpleafing to God, as not agreeable to his Will, and obfer-
Wealth and Honours in thé World, ahd be Xery Vigl %nt_t;_o - vingthemany Corruptions, thatthe Romifs Church have
keep it inviolably : Though hg be pnde'rq e e app F?l en S brought into the Worthip of God, are very fufpicious of
on of the love of God to him, yet it ke¢ps him humble an # 2nything that may look, as they think, thar way ; and
witchful, and free fromall prefumption, fo that he dares not therefore, though they are ctherwife men of found and
under a vain confidence of thelndulgence, and Mercy, and - Orthodox Principles,and of 2 truly righteous, fober, and
Favour 6fGod, turn afide to commit or purpofe even the © piousLife, yet perchance are traniported fomewhat too far
lcaft injury to man, he performs all hisDuties to ?Od. m- 1 i fcrupling or oppofing fome Ceremonies or Forms; And
fincerity, and integrity, and Conftancy ; and while he lives - poffibly their Education and Converfation with men of
onEarth, yet his Converfation, his Hopes, his Treafure, - fuch Perfwafions have confirmed them in it, fo that they
and the flower of his Expeation is 1n Heaven, and he en- : do not oppofe out of a frowardnes or peevithnefs of Mind,
tircly endeavours to Walk futably to fucha Hope : In fpmf, or out of Pride, or a Spirit of Oppofition, but in the {ince-
it reftores the Image of God unto the Soul in” Righteout- . rity and fimplicity of their hearts, and out of a tendernefs
nefsand true Holinefs. . ) for the Honour of God.  Thefe, though they are or may
, o . be miftaken in their Perfwafions, yet certainly deferve Com-
Compofisum jus, fafgue animi [antlofgue receffus Palfion, Tendernefs, yea and Love alfo, much rather thag =3
mentis, & incoltum generofo pellus bonefto, Severity ot Contom ot : -
, . : 2. Other in, obferving that certain Modes and
Thefe, and theliketo thefe, are the Ends, Defign and Ef- , Forms, and stf?c;g a:?éorous 'Obgfervations of them, are the
fect of True Chriftian Religion, truly receivedand digefted common road for ars ining Preferments or Favours of great
in theSoul. ~ And certainly any man that duly confidereth, | Perfons, upon that account cxercife a marvellous feryour
will find that they are of another kind of Nature and Value, of mind for them, and 2 vigorous oppofition of all that
than thofe {ublime Speculatlonsz Polntl.c!{ Confhtuuo.ns,v : come not up to th:e m in eve ty punétilio, that they may
Forms or not Forms, aff‘e&?d.Smgularltxes, upon which thereby be taken notice of, an imployed 2s ufeful and
many lay the weight of Religion, and for and touching - fit and vigorous Affertors and Inftruments for this purpofe,
Whiclf:!there 1shfo m“‘it} ?{ontent}onﬁpd Amrgoﬁty l’.? the 3+ Many times Gain and Profitis the End and Defign of
World.  So that methinks menin this regard are like to || ny. ; : -c :
? 2 Company of foolifh Boys, who when the Nut js many Practices and Pofitions appendicated to Chriftian Re

broken | D2 ligion,
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ligion, as is before obfetved in-the ‘Romifb Charch; and i
iscafily obfervable that Intereft, Profit, and Temporal Ad-
vantage have a firong byafs upon Mens Affections, and
are dearer to them than the Truth of Religion, and carry
men more vigoroufly in their upholding and maintenance,
than Religion it felf doth: And becaufe the prefence of
zeal for Religion carries a fair Plaufibility with all men,
therefore thofe very things that are but Exgines of Gain
and Profiz are Chriftned with the fpecious Name of Reli-
ion.

& It was the making of Silver Shrines for Diana, the Art
whereby the Artificers got their living, that made the
Out-cry, Great is Diana of the Ephefians.

4. Again, it isvery certain that mankind hath a huge
kinduefs and partiality for matters of their own Invention,
and fet a greater rate upon them, than upon other matters
handed over to them by others : And hence it comes to
pafs that a new Fancy or Opinion, a new Form of Worthip,
Difcipline, or Government that, any man hath invented or
ftudied out, is to fuch a man ordinarily of greater value
and moment than it deferves, and fhall be maintained with
greater zcal, Fervour and Animofity, thanPoints of grea-
ter truthand moment, asif the great moment and weight
of Religionand Chriftianity lay in it, which is in truth
nothing elfe but the Effett of Self love and Self-conceit.

5. Again, though by Nature Man be a fociable Creature,
yet there is in moft Mena certain Itch of Pride, which
makes them affec a Difcrimination from others, and to be-
come a kind of feparated Party more refined than the reft
of the fame Common Profeffion.

I do remember in the beginning of our late Zroubles, the

only Party that vifibly appeared, were fome that defired fome
Reformation in Church-matters: And when that Party had
obtained, under the Name of the Presbyrerian Party, in a

very:

‘pany or Society.
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very little while there arofe a more fublime P
called the Independant or Congregational n?en axrxfl)lric?ff rrtzl er;,
defp1(egi theformer, as notarrivedto a Juft M:eafure of ;\c )
formation. Shortly after that there arofea kind of Lay Paf.

ty, which as much und )
Ehe Miniftry m genera Erva]ued the Independant, and indeed

After that therearofe a Party difcriminating it felf from

all the former, wiz. the Quakers. Thef i

s B € | . fe various Parties
wereas fo 1 y Subdivifions and Re&ifications of what

Now the Means of holding up this Difcriminars

ties are certain felect Opiniwft;:, l};};:‘;zgif,c r(:;n %Z’m of}}]’.arr
are like the Badgesor Colours that give each Part“,h‘y IT)Chh
nomination, Diftinction, and Diferimination : An}:{ conte.
quently thefe Difcriminative Badges haveas .reat confe--
upon them aseach Sect fets upon it felf; B eretons ot

beupheld under the very Notion of the l_"md therefore muft
Hoet f e
muft be maintained with the greateft fgrffo(:frﬁie;i%gr?;l?lgd.

for otherwife the Diftinction of th

fall to the ground, and become cor?tiﬁt;glimﬁ:}fs roud

themfelves and others, becaufe otherwife there a;n )
pear very littleand inconfiderable reafon upon- E:%l-l d w
{mall reafons, to Separate andDivide from othersl mg t

Un-Church and Un-Chriften them that are not Théi?%ori}o

PART

, _—_L_. -
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PART II

RELIGION.

The life of 18, and Superadditions to s,

He Truthand Spirit of Religion comes in 3
" a narrow compafs, though the Effe@ and O.
peration thereofare large and diffufive. Sozp- -
mon comprehended it ina few words, Fear
God, and keep his Commandments, for this is the
whole Duty of man : The foul and lifc of Religion s the Feay
of God,whichis the Principle of Obedience ; but Obedience
to hisCommands, which isanaét or exercife of that life, is -
various, according to the varicty of the Commands of
God : IfItake a Kernelof an Acorn, the Principle of life
lies in it : the thing it felf is but fmall, but the Vegetable
Principle that liesinit takesupa lefs room than the Kernel .
it felf, little more than the quantity ofa fmal) Ping head, as
is cafy tobe obferved by Experiment, but the exercife of
that Spark oflife is large and comprchenfive in its Opera-
tion ; .




( o ) hat Tree the Sap
i e Sa
ion ; i tha great Tree,and in that Tree tl e Sap,
:g)en B’O(llt Prt?\iuésrk, t%e Limbs, the Leaves, thﬁ Fr{l’mi:;c?ng
foitis “i;h the Principle of Trué Rehgng)tr'x,.tt zndrene r% :
it {elflies in a narrow compafs, but the activity |
it isdi e and various. )
o l’}llxsxsd Il’ff?nﬁc":ple hath not only Produ&mc;ls ftrha,t ga‘t?srairlx)é
flow from it, but where itisit fermentsanc a lml‘;at cs, and
ves a kind of Tincture evento other Altions t at do not
;gn their own Nature follow from it, as the Nat;ire and Cin
A&ions of our lives.Under the former was (gurC oor Parable
of 2 Grain of Muftard,under the latter of his . {qn rifon of
Leven, juft as we fee in other thm_gs'of Nature:Ta .new
Red Vi;ijne and drop it into a Vefiel of Water, it gvesa v
T(ign&ure to the Water ; ortake a grain of Salt at?d putit ';g.a;
Freth Liquor, it doth comr;utnicate it {t:)li ltfé tn ei ?e:;m tJhe
i and thatagain to CXt, untyl!
ssgggageoffe:ﬁfeﬁ:gi (:)réo thatfmall and little vztalllfr‘mr?g]lie.
of the Fear of God doth gradually and yet fuclilde P};izcil i
late the ations of our lite flowing,_from anot,d 1e)r Prin gnd
It retifies and moderates our Affe&tions, an . gtlo t’o nd
Appetites, it gives Truth to ourdslaee;:.l:{,e Sobriety
ility to our Parts, and the hixe. B
Senf’ii,ig[-ii:;ni; lbzﬁ in its Simplicity and.Purzfy,dbut dli?'ig:slt-
to be retained fo, without Superftructions ar;j lei(l:lee ISi'm-’
And thofe do commonl%f in tirirlle (.:szfeieazxzél CC it;c; e
jcity of Religion, unlefs much Car tion
ilécfxgé) : tgel%ont’emperations ia\;e fo many is;n}ihf:ngcl:;zégry
0 it Relig] feth its Natare, or a
o fome Excellent Simple Cor-
them: Juft asaman th?t hath ome e Ewcer,
i Spirit,and puts in Muskin it to make '
grllac; (lilronzl;ltoa maII)<e it tafte pleafant, and it nﬁaylerIefu %235
tharides to make it look glorious. Indeed by the [nfufions
he hath given it a very five Smell, and 7 a/j{, ?tndwci't hougi1 i>er-
yet he hath fo clogg’d it, and fophifticared i T
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additions, that it may be he hath altered tlie Nature, and
deftroyed the Virtue of i B

~ The Superadditions and Superftruct

The Superadditions and Superftry tions in Point of Re-
ligion are very: many, and from

very many and various
tempers in men that add them. As for Inflance,
" 1. There is onecommon Superaddition that naturally
all men’ areapt to bringinto it, viz. thatit may Gratifie the
Senfe s for inasmuchas the moft powerful and immediate
influence upon us comes from and through cur Sen-
fes, “and that fpiritual and internal apprehenfions have not
{o firong or conftant an Impreffion upon us, they feem
things ata diftance, flat, and the Soul js weary of bearin
it felt uponthem ; men are apt to drefs up Religion fo as
it may be grateful tothe Sexfe: Make s Gods that ma | go
beforews : And this is the chief original of Fdolatry, and alfo
of Superftition.
2. There are other Superadditions that come even from
theaccidental Inclinations of men to fome fpecial matter
which they value and love ; and that they carry over into

Religion ; and many times mingle with it. "As for the
purpofe, take a man greatly admiring narural Philofophy, he
will beapt to mingle and qualifie Religion with Philgfophicas
Notions. Many of thofe things of Ariffotle that are harfhly
and dithonourably afferted concerning the Diety are from his
tenacious adhering to certain Philofophical Pofitions that
he had fixed upon

Bebmen, who was a great Chymift, refolves almoft all

Religion in Chymiftry, and frames his Conceptions of
Religion fuitable and conformable to Chymical No-
tions.

Socinus and his Followérs,being gr.eat Mafters of Reafon,
and deeply learned in matters of Morality, mingle almoft

all Religion with it, and form Religion purely to the Mo
del and Platform of it. ,
E

Many

0/
S0
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Many great Phificiars chat have much obferved the Con-~
ftirations of Mans Body, have figured to themfelves No-
tions of the Soul conformable to the Refults of their Obfer-
vations in the Body. .

And gs thus in thefe forts of men, fo again men of Me-
1aphyfical and Notional Brainsand Education, ssthe School-
men, they have conformed Religion and. their Notions
concerning it to Meraphyficks : and indeed have made that
which is and ought to be the common Principle for the
aCtuating of allmen, yea even of the meaneft Capacities,to
be 2 meer Colle&ion of Subtilties, far more abftrufe than
the moft intricate and fublimated: Humane Learning what-
foever:

Again;take a Polititian, Or States-inar, and he thal}: moft
cafily conform Religion t0 State Policy, and make it in=-
deed a moft cxcellent and incomparable Engine for it, and

_ nothing elfe.

¢ And if we narrowly look uponthe Method- and Syftem
of Religion-as itis formed by the Romifh- Hierarchy, it is
a moft exquifite piecc of Fumane Policy, and every thing
therein fuited withmoft exquifite Art and Prudence for the
fupport of the Grandure and Intereft of that State : This
hath mingled with the Chriftian Religion the Popes Infal-
libility and Supremacy, his Power of Pardoming. and Dif-
penfing, his Keys of /Heaven and-Hell, his. Purgatory and-In-
dulgences, and. Images, and Adorations of them, his' Re-
ligues, and Pilgrimages, and canonizing of Saints,anda thou-
fund fuch kind of {tuff moft incomparably fitted:- to mens

Paffions and Affedtions;and fo to fupport that moft artificial

and methodical Fabrick of thePopifh State - for indeed it -

is noother.
And-if we look: into-other Kingdoms and Places, we {hall
eafily find that Religion is fo ftated and ordered as may beft

conduge to the peace, Qrder,.wcalth, and amplitude of-

every.

- -
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fﬁ\;(:{ly Kingdom ; for wife Politicians, finding that Religi
ba a great impreflion on mens minds, and'therefore g;‘qn
! réotr mafnagefi by thePolicy of ftate, may prove an u1 -
{ u l;m: s, if itbe contemperated with Mixtute prej g'n!"
'?fif:o Ea : %?tg; and tci)at i(tl may bea moft excellenlz EJ:g:(:c
managed and actuated for th
fhoree o oo anagec & i or the Benefit of the
| of their own, that it ma
r;)i§§d upotrll oceafion, and they drefs up’ Religion w}irtll:i‘? 1?-
vlicy, whereby in truth it becomes nothing elfe but a cer
pzej: qg H””;I(me Policy, under the Name of Religion e
e Snpi ;)i?st t?] :;l‘fguiiiccllt; :hog? eivéher politick or :/:fcouten-
fod st ﬁiingle v uta Kingdom into Blood and Con-
n, ents, and Fancies, and lmaginations
}Si‘fgéc:::; ta‘gci g‘rﬁ;ﬂn{'{cﬁ w(iith R'e)igion: and c):lﬁl{;f; zci;’ri’
t Phanciesand Paffions, Re/igion: and )
nage and brandiih this We ich mighty difadvantags
to ;hag State which they oalf;o[;'e.w h mighty difidventage
orit is moft apparent, that as nothir
g ing h
;?elhrrelgggonf Lllfpcl)p men, as that which comges uartxgei;othger:;;t
of Religion, in as much as it concerns tl E
good, even their Everlafting Souls and H e S
. . . a ; v
}Biggt ;sa?tf f()égxniverfal fEoncemmem as thisfpgggfst’hﬁ)efg?;
.attralt the moft Followers ; for "ev ]
notan Effaze to care for ; but ever s
n £ for man hat
E:J;r: et;rl;1 and h;:lncle] 1}: is that fcarceyany grea: }élgnfeoal btcQ
ween Princes hath happened in thefe latter y ‘
L(};}l;telez:nya%ﬁrgn}opgnkiﬂ a.State, but Religion b}:\?}ﬁédng;
; od;and bis Caufe, and his Church d ¢
on a/l hands, and therefore fiill the'fcramblec ijs, Fg;v}r;geggi(;:

‘and who thall keep the Opinion of Religion moft firm to them
3

and therefore they on all hands 1nfufe’i i
call Religion thofe things that may ;g};c;rzl{;b;hmg dthey
lirickly holdtotheirParty. - .~ -~ .. - 7 zan_\ b
Again,in Conteft-among Clergymen, every.one Trims and
E 2 Orders
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Orders Religion in that Drefs that may moft make it sbeir
own, and fecure it to themfelves. o

Take the Popifb Clergiemen: hold what you will, if you
hold not the Supremacy und Picariot of the Pope, all the
reft of your Religion is not worth a rufh.

Come to the Reformed Epifcopal Clergy: asto the Popes
Suprem acythey difclaim it : but if youacknowledgenot £-
pifcopal Government 5 il you fivear wot Canonical Obedience to
your Ordinary,if youfubmit not to the Lirargie,and Cereme-
nies,and Peftments, and Mafick ufed in the Church, youare
atbeft a Schifmatick.

Again, come to the Presbyterian Clergy, they will tell
you Epifcopal Government is Romifb and Super titious, and
their Ceremonies and Ufages Antichriftian Ufurpations ;
but if you mean to be of a warrantable Religion, you muft
fubmit to the Presbyterian Government as truly Apofto-
lical.

Come to thefndependentlie declaimsagain{t both the for-

mer, and tells you that the true Conformity to Apoftolical .

Order isin the Congregational way.

Take the Anabaptift, and he-tells you all the former are -
vainand irreligious, unlefs you will be refaprized and lifted -

in their Church. .

Again, in Pointsof Doftrine, aswell as Difcipline, it is-
moft plain that Tenents are profefled or decryed for diftin-
étion of Parties: witnefs the Conteftbetween the Arminian
Party and-the Calviniftical Rarty, which are only ufed as-
Methods on either fide, toattract Profelytes; and diftinguith
Parties: Andin thefeand the like diftinctions of Parties
‘and Profeffions the Superftruétions and Addicions are in a
manner incorporated and grafted into Religion, and in ef-
fect give the only Denomination to it; according to the va-
rious Interefts and Affettions of Parties ; whenin truth, the
mainbufinefsof thefe and the like Additions and Super-

’ fiructions,
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Superftrultions, are but Policies to diftinguifh, and fortifie, -
and increafe Parties. '

3. There are fome Superadditions to Religion, that
thm;ghl do notthink they are to be condemned, yet are
carefully to be diffinguifbed fromthe true and natural Life
of Religion; andfo long as they are kept under that ap-
prehenfion, they may, if pradently dpplyed and managed, é’o
good. Butif either they areimprudently infliturcd, impra-
dently applyed,or inconfiderately over-valued, asif they were
Relffim’ they may and many times do harm; and fuch
aredecent and inoffenfive Forms in the External Worthip
of God appointed by the Civil Magiftrate, by the advice of
thofe that are defervedly eminentinthe Church for their
Piety, Learning, and Prudence. And there feems to be
very good Reafonfor it,

1. Becaufe if every man fhould be left to himfelf, there
would Confufion enfue ; becaufe no man knew anothers
M@nd, or Rule of hisexternal Deportment.

2. All men have not that equal Prudence to Judge what -
were fit to be ufed: the Magiftrate is like to make choice of
thofe perfons thatare fitteft to advife, and their Recom. .
mendations would be of greateft authority with others.

3. Ttis moft certain, that Man being compofed of Soul -
and Body, cannot fo regularly and wellfix himfelf to his
Duty, without fome juftifiable helpto his ‘Devotion ; fuch
arevocal Prayers, Kneeling, and other Geftures proper for
the Matter of Worfhip which he intends. o

And this may beone Reafon, whythe Lord, though he -
ftrictly forbadall Idolatry and Superftirion,and Heathenifh
Pradticeto the Fews, yet did appoint Sacrifices, Pricfts, a
glorious Tabernacle,and the Ark, which was not only a di-
verfion from the Egyptian Idolatry whichthey had feen,but
alfo a help to their natural infirmity for the éxcitation of.
their Devotion, - ' :

© And
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And although our Lord Jefus came to abrogare even that
Indulgence, and forerold that thofe thar worfbipped the Fa-
ther, fhould worfhip bim in Spirit and in Truth, under the
Gofpel, yet it is certain that the immediate Apoftles of
Chrift did fet certain orderly Obfervances in the Church
for decencies fake - and it was juftly allowable: As concer-
ning the order of the exercife of their Supernatural Gifts,
Concerning Womens fpeaking in the Church, concerning
mens being covered in the Church, and Women vailed,
“concerning the manner and order of receiving the Sacra-
ment, and the like. _ o

But as there be Reafons for it, fothere be Cautions to
be ufed in it.

1. Thatthey be not too numerous ; for their Multitude -

will rather opprefs than fecure Religion. _

2, Thatin their Natures they be not Saperfitions, but
keep as much diftance from it as well may be; otherwife
they will be in Religion, asthedead Fly in’the Apotheca-

.ries Oyntment,

3. That they be clean and decent, not too full of Pompor
‘Offentation : Ceremonies fhould be ufed as we ufe a Glafs,
rather to preferve the Oyl, than to adorz it. Too much
Pomp caufeth Jealoufieseven in good men, of a degeneration
either to Jewifh Ceremonies or Popifh Vanities.

4. Thatthough fuch are not to be rejecfed becaufe they
are Ancient, foif they become @nfeafonable, they are not
to be held meerly becaufe they arc Anciens. Itis with Ce-
remonies as with fome other things thatarefit to be chan-
ged when they become unufeful or offenfive, as the Zove-
Feafts, Extreme Unlion, and fome other things, pofiibly
pradtifed, and fit enough, in the Primitive times : Many
Ceremonies wereat firft inventedand practifed, to win over
unconverted Heathens ; to incourage weak Chriftians, ef-
pecially the Fews, who were not eafily to be drawn frﬁ)m

their
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their Legal Ceremonies: But when People become. a Know-
ing People; that fee beyond thofe Ceremonies, and under-
ftand when, and why,and how they camein, then it were
Prudence to difpenfe with, or change them. .

5. That they e nor ‘fflged with too much rigour or feverity

upon fuchas confcientionfly refufe them. Charity to a weak.

Brother in things indifferent in their own Nature, is thento
be exercifed, when my. Brother is offended therewith, or
pever: And if it be faid itis his duty to fubmit to the

Church, and not the Church to him ; I do think that anfwer.

will not ferve in thiscafe ; for furely though a Child owes
a.Duty to a Father, yet his neglect thercof, efpecially if
it be upon a confcientious account, will not excufe the neg-
le& of a Fathers Duty.to his Child: The Apoftle profeffed
he would abftain from things lawful rather than offend his
weak Brother. .

6. And efpecially that we be careful to remember that
Religion is anather thing from thefe Ceremonies. Thefe are
of #fé, 7. e. for Ornament ; They are the Drefings and the

Zrimmings of Religion atthe beft, but the Fear of God is of -

a higher extraction.

It is a pitiful thing to fec menrun upon this.miftake, ef-
pecially inthefe latter times ; one placing all Lis Religion
inholding the Pope to0 Le Chrifts Vicar, another placing Re-
ligion in this, o hold »o Papift can & faved : One holding all

Religion to confift, in holding Epifcopacy to be jure divino ; .

anotherby holding PresZytery to be jure divino 5 another-in
crying up Congregational Government ; another in Anabap-
tife ; one in placing all Religionin. the ftrict obfervation of
all Ceremonies 3 another in a ftri& refufal. of all : One hold-

inga great part of Religion in putting off the Hut, and .

Bowing at the Name of Fefus ; another judging a man an Ido-

later for it: and a third placing his Religion in putting off .
his,;Hat to-nene ; and fo likea company of Boys th:ét blow .
ubbles -

I —
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Bubblesout of a Wall-nut-fhell, every one runsafeer his bub-

ble, dnd callsit Religion ;- and every one meafures the Re-.

ligion ot irreligtonrof another, by their agreeing or diflen-
ting with them in thefe or the like matters; and at beft,
while we feramble and wrangleabout the pieces of the Shell,
the Kernel is either loft, or gotten by fome that doth not
prize any of their Contefls.

Believe ir, Religionisquite another thing from all thefe
Matters: He that fears the Lord of Heaven and Earth,
walks humbly before him, thankfully lays hold of the Mef~
fage of Redemption by Chrift Jefus, ftrives to exprefs his
thankfulnefs by the Sincerity of his Obedienue, is forry
with all his foul when he comesihort of his Duty, walks
watchfully in the denial of himfelf, and holds no confedera-
cy withany Luft or known Sin, ifhe falls in the leaft mea-
fure is reftlefs till he hath made his. Peace by true Repen-
tance, is truein his Promife, juftin his Actions ; Charitable
to thePoor, fincere in his Devotions, that will not deli-
berately difhonourGod, though with the greateft fecurity
of impunity ; that hath his hope in Heaven, and his Con-
verfation in Heaven, that dare not do an Unjuft A& though
never fo much to his advantage, and all this becaufe he fees
him that is invifible, and fears him becaufe he loves him,
fears him as wellfor his Goodnefs as his Greatnefs ;fuch a
man, whether hebe an Epifcopal, ox a Presbyterian, or an
Independant, or an dnabaptift 5 whether he wears a Sar-
plice, or wears none, whether he hears Organs, or
hears none, whether he Kneels at the Communion, or tor Con-
feience fakefands or fits ; he hath the Life of Religion in him,
and that life aéts in him, and will conform his foul to the
‘Image of his Saviour, and walk along with him to Eterni-
ty, notwithftandinghis Practife or Now-praétife of thefe In-
differents.
t3 Opgthe other fide, if aman fears wor the Eternal ?od,

ares

(33) |
darescommit any fin with prefumption, can drink

) J , f-
fively, fwear vainly or falfly, commit " Adul s
zen, Cheat, break his Prorni’f’es oofely. el S

: , live loofely, th _
&ife every Ceremony never fo curiou(‘l)yi Yy, though he pra.

or as ftub

oppofe them; though he cry down Bifhops, or c‘;ybc(i)ga!g
Presbytery; though he be re-baptized every day, or though
he difclaim againft it as Herefic; though he Faft all the
Lent, or Feaftsout of pretence of avoiding Superitition, yet
?otv&{xghﬁandmg Ithefe, and g thoufand more external Con.
ormities, or zealous Oppofitions of /

Lifbof Relios PP them, he wants the
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OF THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

The Superftruttions apon it, and Animofisies
about them,

He Chriftian Religionand Do&rine wasby the
: ! Goodnefs and Wifdom of God defigned to be
’ the common Meansand Method to bring Man~
p‘ . kind to their Chief End, namely, to know,
' and to ferve, and obey, and glorifie, and ever-
- laftingly to enjoy Almighty God the Chiefeft Good.
And to thatend it was given out with all the Plainnefs
and Perfpicuity, with all Evidenceand certainty ; a Do&rine
and Religion containing Precepts of all Holinefs and Purity,
of all Righteoufnefs and Honefty, of all Longanimity, Be-
nignity, and Gentlenefs, Sweetnefs, Meekngfs, and Chari-
ty; of all Moderation and Patience, of all Sobriety and
Temperance; in brief, itis a Religion that is admirably and
fufficiently- conftituted to make a man, what indeed he
thould be, Pious towards God, Juft and Beneficent towards
Men, and temperate in himfelf, ficted for a life of Piety,

Fa o Honefty,
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Honefty, Juftice, and Goodnefs, and Happinefs heareafter.
Su%h”i‘s%’i'e!Cﬁt‘lﬁ’iiﬁ“ Religion, and fuch the men muft be
that are truly conformgble td it ; Qnd ;f:any?man profefiing
Chriftianity, be not fuch a man, it is becaufe he comes fo

much fhort of his due Conformity to Chriftian Religion,

and the motft excellent Do&rine and Precepts thereof.

The Profeffion of this Religion.is that which is, and for
many Ages hath been, commonly made by a very confidera-
ble part of the known World, as the only true Religion. gi-
ven to the world-by Almigity-God, through his Son Jetus
Chrift, wherein and whereby they may expect eve;lg@x_rlg

1vation. i .
5 lBut yet together with this Chriftian Religion, the Pro-
fe(fors thereot have in feveral Ages and. Places chofen to
thenifelves various adventitious accidental Superftruclions,Ad-
tions, Opinions, Modes, and Pratices, which they have as
it were incorporated inrodthe Chriftian Religion by them

ofefTed, or appendicated unto it ) o
d And thefe Sggerﬂru&ions.or Appendixes of Chnﬁ@n Re-
ligion have bcen introduced and entertained by various
Means, and, by various Defigns, and to various Ends: Some
by the duthority of great Names 5 Some by infenfible gra-
ditions or long cuftoms; fome by a fuppofed congruity or in-
congruity 5 fome for Order or Decency: Some for Difcrimi-
nation of Parties; Soine for Political Ends, appearing in
themfelves, or fecretly carryed on; fome upon emergess
occafions 5 cither continuing or now ceafing ; Some by Ci-
vil, fome bygFcclefiaftzcal Sanitions; Some by traditional
Obfervations, either. continued, or interrupted and revi-
ved ; Some for Ornament ; Some for T/fe ; Some as fuppofed
receffary confequents upon the Chriftian Dottrine, Some to
be, guafi fepta (8 munimenta doétrinee. & religionis Evange-

lice, asthe Jewifh Traditions were fuppofed to be the Se-
pimenta Legis 3 Some for one end, and’ fome for another:

And.
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And although thefe are not truly: and effentially parts of
the Chriftian Religion, yet as the humours in' the body
arefome good, fome noxious,. fome innocent, though they
are nopart of the truevital blood, yet they mingle with ir,
and run along in it ; fo thefe Superftructions, and Occafions,
and Additions have in various Ages, Succeffions, and Places
mingled with the-true radical vital Do&rine and Religion
of Chrift, in mens Opinions, and Pratices, and Pro-
fetlions.

And yet it is vifible to any man that will but attentively
obfervethe Ceurfes of men profefiing Chriftian Religion,
that the greateft fervour and animofity of the Profeffogs of
Chriftian Religion is not fo much with refpect to the fub-
ftantials of Chriftian Religion, either in things to be belie- -
ved or practifed, as touching thefe Addirionsand Superfiructi-
ons ; fome as fervently contending for them, as if the life of
Chriftianity confifted in them,fome as bitterly-and feverely
contefting againft them, as if the life and foul of Cliriftian
Religion were not poffibly confifting with them:

And by thefe means thefe unhappy Confequences follow,

1. That whereas the main of Chriftian Religion confifts
in the true belief of the Gofpel of Chrift Jefus, and the
Pradtice of thofe Chriftian Virtues that he left unto his Difs
ciples and Followers, both by his Example and Precep,
namely love of God, Holinefs and Purity of life, Humility
and Lowlinefs of mind, Patience, Mceknefs, Gentlenefs,
Charity,a low and eafy Valuc of the World, Contentation -
of Mind, fubmiffion to the Will of God, Dependance upon

him, Refignation unto him, and other excellent Evangelical
Virtues, that perfeftand retifie the Soul, and fit it for an
humble Communion with Almighty God in this life, and a
blefled fruition of his Prefence in the life to- come ; the Chri-
ftian Religionis not fo much placed in thefe, asinan entire
Conformity to Modes and Circumflances, or an extream Aver-

fion :
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vom them. And according to the various Interefts or
?Sanacaonf; of Parties thof¢ are madethe Magnalia of Chri-
ftian Religion, ‘and fuch as give the only Charater or Dif-
criminative Indication of the Chriftian Religion.
2. And confequently all the greateft part of that firefs
and fervour of mind, which fhould be employed in thofe
great weighty Subftantials of Chriftianity, runs out and
fpends it felf in thofe little Collaterals,and Superftructions,
and Additaments, fome placing the greateft earneftnefs and
intention, contenfion of mind to have qhem, and fo_me
placing the intenfion and fervour of their mind to be with-
outthem, not unlike thofe old Contentions between the
Eaftern and Weflern Churches touching the time of the Paf-
chal Obfervation, one Party excommunicating the other for
their diffent, as if the whole weight and firefs of the Chrifti-
an Religion lay in thofe little Additaments. B
3. And hereupon there arife Schifmes, Factions, and
perfonal Animofities, Difcrimination of Parties, Cenfori-
oufnefs, and ftudied eftrangings of Profeflors of Chriftiani-
ty, oftentimes one Party declining thofe Prattices which
are good and commendable in the other, to keep their
diftances the more irreconcilable, and each Party efpoufing
fome odd Difcriminating Habits, Modes; and fometimes
alfo by Opinionsin mattersof Religion, that may eftrange
and difcriminate them each from the other; “and thefe Opi-
nions though of little moment or confequence (it may be
whether true or falfe) are advanced up intolittle lefs than
Articles of Faith, for the fake of this Difcrimination, when
poffibly they are of little moment whether they be aflented
unto or not, of lefscertainty, and have little or no influence
or concern in the Subftance of Chriftian Do&rine.

4. And hereupon it oftentimes comes to pafs that not
only the common Bond of Charity and Chriftian Love
is broken between the Profeflors of the fame fubftantials in

Chriftianity,
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Chriftianity,but there is moft ordinarily much moreSeverity,
and Perfecution,and Implacablemeﬁ,andIrreconcilea&lencﬁ,more
endeavoursto undermine,and fupplant,and difg raceDiffenters,
more fcorns,and vilifying, and reproach, an§ infolence one
towards another in their viciffitudes of advantage, than there
is between Profeflors of Chriftianity, and men of the moft
loofe and profanelives, between Orthodox and Heretigues,
nay between Chriftians and Turks, or Infidels many times.

§. And from this there arifeth amoft fruitful and a moft
inevitable increafe of Atheifm and contempt of Religion, in
many of the Spe&ators of this Gathe among Profeffors of
the Chriftian Religion, and that upon thefs two Accounits -
Principally, becaufe whenthey heareach Party declare (as
they muft if they declare truth) in their Sermons and Wri-
tings, that the Dottrine of Chriftianity injoynes Muraal
Love, Condefcention, Charity, Gentlenefs, Meeknefs, and
yet fo little pratifed by Diffenting Parties, men are apt to
conclude, that either thefe perfons do not believe what
they fE:_retend to preach and publifh, orthat the Do&rine of

Chriftianity was a Notion and Speculation, and never in-

. tended as 2 neceffary Rule of Practice, fince the greateft

Pretenders to the Religion of Chrift pratife {o little of jt.-

2. Becaufe when men fee that thofe little Superftructi-
ons and Additions are by the one fide profecured, and on the
other fide decryed, with as much animofity, fervour and .
feverities,. asthe moft weighty and important Truths and
Precepts of Evan%elical Faith and Obedience, Spectators and
By-ftanders think that they are allof the. fame value; and
when they fee that thefe things which every fober confide-
rate man muft needs conclude little,and of no momont, are
rated at fo greata value by the contefting Parties of each .
fide, Truths thenare doubted of in relation to thefe : It -
makes men call in queftion great matters, when they tee fuch
fmall things purfued or declined withno lefs Fervour and A-
aimofity thanif they were of the greateft. And




(40)

And confidering thefe unhappy Confequences of thefe
fervours of minds touching thefe fmall Appendixes apd Su-
pesfiruttions, even more than about, or concerning the
very weighty things of the Gofpel, I have endeavoured to

fearch out the Reafon how this {trong Diftemper comes to
- pals; and there feems to be thefe Caufes_'thereof., _ o

1. Ordinarily a man is more fond of, and concerned for
fomething that is bis own, than for that which is of God ;as
we are tranfported with a Love to ourfel've{,fo we are tran-
fported wth a love and admirationof what is our ows and
henceit is that the weightier and more important Duties
injoined by Chrift, partake lefs of cur zeal, or courage, or
inten(ion of mind, than our own little Famrafies and
Inventions. _ o

2. Pride, Credit, and Reputation are commonly ingaged
in either Party in the things contefted, when they are once
contefted ; andthefe are violentand preifing Intereflls and

Motions. o

3. The Plaineft Truthand Parity of Religion is a thing
that feldom pleafeth and futeth tothe Curiofity and Appetite
of Men; they are always fond -of fomething Anncxed or
Appendicated to Religion to make it plealing to their Ap-
petite. A certain Sawce that may enrertain their Fancy,
after which it may run, and wherein it may pieafeit felf.
And thefe SawcestoReligionare various, and varioufly plea-
fing, according to the Various fnclinations of Men: Mo or-
dinarily the Fancies of men affet fome things Splendid and
Senfible tobe Superadded to Religion ; the Jruelites wouid
needs have gods that might gnbetore ciicn 5 and incomply-
ance with this Humour, moft of the Strang: Modes and
Gefticulations among the Heathens, and moft of the Super-
ftitions, Ceremonies and Rites among the Papifts were in-
vented. )

Again, fometimes the Humour of the People ruas in the

other
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other Extreme, either they will have noth ing of Form or
Order, orall fuch Forms or Orders as are extremely oppo-
{ite to what others ufe, and place their delight and com-
placency therein: And by this means oftentimes it comes
to pafs, that men are carried withgreater earneftnefs and ve.
hemence after thofe Placenria, the entertainments of thejr
fancies, than to the true Subftance of Religion it felf.

4. Oftentimes it comes to pafs that there are two very
jealous Concerns, and impatient of any Corrival, that are
ingaged each againft other in thefe different and diffenting.'
Praltices, relating to Collaterals in Religion: On the one
fide, Power and Authorityis very tender of its own Intereft,
and jealous of a Competitor or Rival: On the other fide,
Confcience and Perfwafion cither of the Neceffity or Unlawfulnefs
of any thing, is very jealous, or fearful, and fulpicious of
any thing that might injure it : And whether the Confti-
ence be miftaken ornot, yet fo long as its Perfwafion, that
is entertained fub ratione confeientie, prevails, this jealoufie
will ftill prevailin the mind ; and it many times falls out
that Autherity on the one hand is impatient, or at leaft jea-
lous of Oppofition, and Coxfeiencecn the other hand reftlefs
and unquiet, :

5. And the difficulty is fo much the greater, becaufe each
feems to derive their obliging Authority from God ; the
Magiftrate recognizing God Almighty” as the Fountain,
Root, and Foundation of his Power; and the Confcience
{uppofed to be theVicegerent of God in the Soul.

6. But that which admirably keeps up thefe differences,
is that men on each fide, deal not one with another calmly,
mildly, or upon the Reafons of the things, or upon a true
way of Reafoning, Debating, and Arguing of things, or
prudent Confiderations thar might invite yielding on the
one fide,or accommodations of the other,but eachParty takes
in all thofe Contributions,Aififtances, and Advantages, that

G

common-
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the worft of Contentions, ~
cox}m;oigl{%ra;ccgon[\.p aI-anytremity of Paffioh and Indignation,
2 \(I)iolence and Bitternes of Writings and Speeches,
. Fach Party rendring the other as odious and ridiculous as
i3s. poffible : 4 Scoffing, jearing, and perfenal reflections :
Artifices and Defigns each to catch and undermine the
Zther.- 6. An induftriousand willing mif-interpretation of
cach others Words, Writings, and Aftions, and r?‘g
fing them to odious Inferences and Confequences, bcy%
-what they were meant, or reallyand truly bear. 7. Di 153-
genuous Quotations out of each other, without .thofef orh i
nary Remediesthat might beallowed by comparing of other
; their Writings. .

par_;sh:;etgzg the 1ikeg Auxiliaries are on-each part taken into
thefe Velitations between Chriftians,-and in rplatisn to
things contended for or againft in thefe Dlﬂrexjens:es', wl ere,as
the whole tenour of the Do&trine of Chriftianity,asit was
delivered by Chrift and his Apo.ﬂ'les,decr_les nothmg mo;e
than Anger, Wrath, Malice, Railing, Evnl-.fpeakmg, Back-
biting Slanders, Reproches, Names and Epithets of Scorns,
Craft, and Subtilty ; yet all thiefe black Legions are called,
ufed, ‘and imployed in the management of that Cauf§z‘
which each Party pretends tobe the Caufe of Chrift; as i
Fiends, and Furies, and Legions c_>f Devils were thought fit
Auxiliaries oneach Party, wherein both pretend theintereft
o glrllfilf:ch{aiﬁ]t;is is fo, let any man but read thofe Books
whith have flown abroad frpm cu:hqr Party, he }vdl find
it evident in all the Contentions of thisnature : Witnefs on
the one part Martin Marprelate, the Odious Centuries put
out by Mr.White in the beginning of the Long Parliament,
the frequent Tnvectivesand odious Epithets given to IBy
turgy, to the Bifhops, Conforming Minifters, and to the
«Church of ‘England it felf, as Antichriftian, Idolatrous,

Babylonifh, '
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Babylonifb, and a thoufand fuch Names and Stiles,

And on the otherfide there have been many that have
not been behind hand with bitter Invedtives, Scornful and
mocking Expreffions and AppeMations, odious Refletions,
unneceflary to be repeated. By all which thefe two things
areevident, s

1. That thefe Tranfports of either fide come not from
that Spirit which Chrift brought with him into the world,
and which he commended and left to his Difciples and Fol-
lowers ; namely, a Spirit of Love, of Charity, of Gentle-
nefs, Patience, Kindnefs, and Sweetnefs of difpofition.

2. Thatif men go about to juftifie this, becaufe firft pro-
vokedby theadverle Party, ‘and fo juftifie it by the Law of
Taliation, thefe men do not remember that as on the one
hand the Duty of Chriftiansis Seclf-denial, Moderation, and
Peaceablenefs ; on theother fide, thata Spirit of Revenge,
an Eye foran Eye, a Tooth for a Tooth, is as much againft
the Do&trine of Chrift, as any thing in the world,

Therefore certainly it becomes thofe of either
ther to catheer thefe black Auxiliaries of theijr
Contentions of this kind, or otherwife for th
honour of Chrift and the Chriftian Religion,
clare that he is notconcerned in the Conteft, but that
the Conteft is a Conteft of Znteref and Vain-Glory, of
Pride and Ambition, and Reputation, and defive of Fittory ;
Orif they will not declare {o much to the World, yet they
muft give leave to the Spectators to judge of it fo.

Now thefe bitternefles and virulentnefles of either fide,

Party ei-
Wars, and
e fake and
plainly de-

have beencommonly of two kinds:firft.fuch as refle, if not '

all together, yet moft of all,upon the Perfons of their Ad-
verfaries. 2. Orfuch as refleét only upon the Marters in
difference between them ; both were bad enough, and fuch
as ferve to make the Differences and Breaches wider.
Butof late times, Iknow not by what unhappy Star,

G2 there
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iled more than :formerly, certain Inve-
:S!tlic;:s l:g;l: li:;i?gone much-farther, even to the rendring of
Religion it felf,and Scripture Expreffions ridiculous, ‘and pie-
ces of raillery ; and I could have wifhed that fome fate
Books, put out under the fathion of Dialogues, and fome
other Books of that kind, had not been too Guilty of this
faqu;io remember when Ben. Jobufor made his Play of the
Alchymift, whercin he brings in Anarzas in derifion of
the perfons then called Paritans, with many of their Phra-
fesin ufe among them, taken out of the Scriptures ;
with a defiga to render that fort of perfons ridiculous,
and to gain applaufeto his wit and fancy. ~ But although
thofe perfons were not in very good cfteem among the
Great Ones and Gallants, yetthe Play was dlﬂlked', and
indeed abhorred, becaufe it feemed to reproacl} Rehgl_ox}
it felf, though intendedonly to render the Puritans ridi-
culous. That which was uncomely and unfeemly in a
Poct, who made it his bufinefs to make Plays, certainly
is much more fulfom and unfavoury in another; efpeci-
ally if the Author be a Clergy-man, as I fuppofe he is:
for of all men in the world it becomes fuch profpicere hono-
ri Religionis Chriftiana, and not to render it ridiculous
and contemptible, by raillery and feurrilous jeafting.
And yet1do not find in all Bex. Fobnfon's. Alchymift onc
half of thofe ridiculous and unfeemly repetitions of Scpp-
ture Phrafes and ExpreiTions, as well as mimical imitations
and difdainful mockings ofthofe Perfons, and that Party
whom hedefigns to difparage : Scarce a Page but fome un-

handforn mention of the Spirit, and Chrift andGrace, and -

Saints, and fome Scripture Expreffions : And if it fhall be
faid that hedoth it butonly in exprobration of fucl} pgrfons
as abufed or mifapplyed fuch expreffions, and it is not
with intent to reproach theScripture or.thofe Phrafes that

are
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are defumed from it, but to fhew the boldnefs and miftakes:
of them that have mifapplied or abufed them.

Lanfwer, That thefe Mifapplications and inconfiderate
Ufes of Scripture-phrafes by them, though itbe juftly
reprovable, yet it is far more intollerablein him. Though
their miftakes were weak and foolifh, yet they were feri-
ous in-thofe very miftakes ; bue this man induftrioufly
and defignedly makes the Exprefon ridiculous and con-
temptible. 2. Their Abufes of Scriptures and Scripture-
phrafes will not atall juftifie the like in him,though in a-
nother kind, and to another end; he might have learned
to have avoided "the folly and inconfideratene(s of the o-
thers, and not have multitiplied it in himfelf by 2 worfe
Method of abufe.

Certainly, who ever hewas that made thefe Conferences,
Tdare fay he hath no fuch pattern of writing from the A-
poftlesor Fathers. The neareft Copy that 1 know of it,
is the 4—~——arnid though he feems a man of Wit and
Learning, and pofibly would befome body in the world,
I daye fay they that cherith him in the main of his defign
are afhamed of his (currility, and wifh it had been fpared,
and fo perchance may he be when more years have bet--
ter confideration.  The mifchiefs that come by this man.
ner of writing are very great and many.’

1. It makes Differences irreconcilable. When Differences
Civil or Ecclefiaftical in Judgment or Practice happen,
gentlenefs, foftnefs, mildnefs, and perfonal refpetfulnefs
quict thePaffions and Spirits of the adverfe Party, gain
uporr him,get within him ; and when the perfonis thus
won, and over-matched with Sweetnefs and Kindnefs,
and perfonal Jealoufies and Prejudices removed, Perfwafi-
ons and Arguments grow prevalent, come with their full
weight,are entertained calmly, and confiderately, and in--
fenfibly gain grounds evenupon the judgment: Bus I yet
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knew any mn converted By an angry, paffionare, rail-
ing Adverfary, forfuch kindof beliaviour prefently rai-
feth in the Adverfary the like Paffions and Prejudice, and
makes the Diftance greater ; and the Paffions being inga-
ged in thequarrel, the Judgments of both fides are loft,or
blinded, or filenced withthe duft and noife ‘of paffionate
digladiations ; andindeed confidering how ‘dpparently and
evidently fuch kind of dealing between Diflenters rendzrs
compofures almoft impoffible; and yet obferving how
much this courfe of reviling, and opprobrious; and unman- :
ly as well as unchriftian Language, is in pradife, I 3
thought that it hath beena real defign to render each Par- :
ty odious and irreconcilable t the other, dnd the tiopes
of compofure defperate : For who can ever expett that any -
man, or any fort of men, fhould be drawn over to that
Party that thall publickly ftile him brain-fick, a fool, Jilly,
hypocrite, fanatique, and ahundred fuch feornful Appella-
tions; orthat men will be calily drawn to relinquith thofe
Opinions or Perfwafions when they muft thereby in cifect
fubfcribe to fuch Epithetes and Appellations before alf the '
world ; and of all things in theworld men can with the '
leaft patience bear refletion upon their intelleGuals, and '
are moft irreconcilable to them that traduce orabufe them
therein,

2, I greatly difadvantageth the Caufe, as well as the
Perfons of thofe that ufe this method amongft fober in-
different Obfervers, who willbe ready to conclude them
a parcel of peopletranfported by pafiions, weak,and pre-
judicated; and look upon fuch a Caufe asis maintained by
railing, {coffing, raillery, and unproved Calumnies, as
weak, and ftanding in nced of fuch rudenefiés to fupport
and maintain it. -

3. Irexpofeth Religion it felf to the derifion of Atheifts,
and confirms themin their" Atheifms, and gains them too

many !
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many Profelytes; and that principally upon thefe Rea.
fons, 1. Becaufethey find that. Clergy-men do tell them
in the Pulpits, that Chrift himfelf and his Appoftles cone
demned railing, fcandalous Appellation, as Raca, and
Eool, Evil-fpeaking, foolifb-jeafbing, Mackingy Reviling ; This -
- they stell men, and they tell them tmly, and yet thefe
very men:that call .thémfelves Minifters of Ghrift,, Mef:
{fengers of the Gofpelof Peace; takethat admirable liber-
ty of reproaching, feoffing, and deriding one anether
in their -publick ~ Pamphlets and Difcourfes, that ean
fearce be exampled among the moft invedtive Ranks

~af Perfons, whofe trade: 1t is 0:be Satyrical,' and. xen-

-der people ridiculous : Nay ‘fo far: hath this: ‘Excellent .

- manage prevail'd among Clergy-men,. thar their Scoffs

and Reproaches are not levelled at the Perfons, or Per-
fonal Defe@ts of Diffenters, but rather than want fup-
ports for their Party, will have ugly flings at Religion
it felf, at Scripture-expreffions ; and when men fee fuch
a courfe of Pra&ice among the Preachers and Clergy-men,
they are ready to conclude, that furely they believe not
themfelves what they preach to others ; therefore think

_they have a fair pretence not to believe: them.

2. Put principally thefe great Animofities and Tranfports
of diffenting Clergy-men, confirms and promotes  A-
theifme, upon this account, that the things about which
this wonderful hate is ftrucken between thefe Parties,
are fuch as both Parties agrec to be none of the Fun.
damentals of the Religion profetfed by both, but Ac-
eeffaries and Acceffions, and fuch indeed as By-ftanders
think are of very fmall moment, and yet when men fee fo
much heat and paffion, fo much fervour and contention 5.
fuch reproaches and revilings, fuch exafperations of
Authority on ecither Party, fuch mutual Profccutions one
of another, that more could not poffibly be donc be-

tween:

L
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i in thofe points which both agree to
'twegnmﬁ;{f::tt:lrf Athei{’cicalp?'pints are apt to comlegde,
b}? ‘ robably thofe points, that both fides fu}?pl;la ihot?
that tP reater moment, are ejufdem farinz, Wit s
be é)on%eﬁ fince they are not, nor cannot be prqfecl?te
| l'ﬂ'th rea’ter fervour, than thefe which all mmﬁmve'to
gl fi Elland- inconfiderable, and that it is Intereft, Vain-

ory, and Applaufe, or fome other Temporal Cochm,

glory,.;es this Fervour and Zeal in Matters of Re 1g1‘<_)n,
the glh n the true Conecerns of it felf. The Conclu 1%:1
moreft : is, That men for their own fakes, and fort re
therefor d honour of the Chriftian Religion, wgu!d ufe
rr;!seg%emperance. Prudence, and Moderanon,; m,‘Con-
sefts about Circumftantials.

Sie
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Sir. Francis Bacon Ly Verulam,
Vifeoune St. Albans and Loy Chan=
cellor after, in bis Advers; fement of the
Controverfies, of the Chureh of Eng-
land, pag. 138. of bis Wirks.

He wrongs of them who are pofleffed of
the Government of the Church, towards the
other, may hardly be diffembled, or excu-
fed: They have charged them as tho’ the
denyedtribute to Cafarand withdrew from

the Civil Magiftrate, the obedience which they have ever
performed and taughe,

1 have oft tranferided Bifbop Andrews Confident Alfer-
tion of the Loyalty of thofe then called Puritans, a-
gainft the Papjfts accufation, in his Tortura Torti.

They have forted and coupled them with the Family
of Love, whofe Herefie they have labour'd to deftroy

accufations againft them, from thofe that have quar-
relled with them, but for fpeaking againtt fin and Vice,
Their Accufations and Inquifitions have been firict,
Swearing men to Blanks and Generalities, not included
within compafs of Matter certain ; Which the Part

which is to take the Oath, may Comprehend to be a
thing captious and ftreinable, Their urging Subfcrip-
tion to their own Articles, is but Lacefere & irritare
morbos Ecclefie ; Which otherwife would fpend them-
felves: Now Confeufum qucrir Jed difidinm, qui-guod faflis
prafatur, in verkis exigit. He feeketh sot Tnity buy

H

Divifion,

and confute. They have beén fwift of Credit to receive
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Divifion, who exatleth that in words, which we are content
to yield in Aclion.

And it is true, that there are fome, who (I am per-
fwaded) will not eafily offend by inconformity, who
notwithtanding make fome Conicience to fubferibe :
For they know this Note of Inconftancy and Defection
from what they have long held, fhall diffable them to
do that good, which otherwife they might do. For fuch
is the weaknefs of many, that their Miniftry fhould be

w1 e ThETEDY Jifcredited *. As for their eafic filencing them
wivh o in fo great fcarcity of Preachers, it is to Puuifb the
ny ti o Peaple, and not Them. Ought they not(I mean the
Jf{:,-”;,',';,rf'o,', Bihops)to keep one eye open, to look upon the good that
w greater the men do, but to fix them borh upon the hurt that
reafon 0 they fuppofe cometh by them »  Indeed fuch as arc Znzem=
perate and Incorrigible, God forbid they fhould be per-
mitted to preach: But fhall every inconfiderate word,
fomtimes captioufly watched, and for the moft part hard-
ly enforced, be asa forfeiture of their Voice and Gift
in preaching ? :
As for fundry particular moleftations, I take no plea-

{ure to recite them. If a Minifter fhall be troubled for

faying in Baptifme ( Do you believe) for (Doft thou believe)

If ansther {hall be calld in queftion, for praying for

her Majefty, without the additions of her Stile. Where-

as the very Form of Prayer in the Common-prayer-
book hath™ (Zhy fervant Elizabeth) and no more: If

a third fhall be accufed on thefe words uttered touch-

ing the Controverfies, Tollatur Lex ut flat certamen,

(whereby was meaat that the prejudice of the Law re-

moved, cithers reafons fhould be equally compared)

of calling the people to Sedition and Mutiny, as if he
had faid, Away with the Law, and try it out with Force;

If thefe and other like particulars be true, which T have

but.

(51)
but by Rumor, and cannot affiem ; it ;
cd thee they” fhould abour amon s with 5 L
oufnefs of Goz‘wrat of man worketh not the Righte-

Thus far this conformable Learned Lawyer.,

The faid Lord Verulam in bis Co i
rd Ve nfiderat
better Pacification and Edification c:? lt?lneS %flu;ilg
of England, Pag. 180, &c. of his Works.

He firft anfwers the Objetion that [/ ; ;
Policie to [Iunovate any tbing in Cbur'c[b-r:z;zi‘%‘;lsﬂ'ﬂ ﬁor(:g
praifing the Church, addeth, pag, 182. Bur for the Difci-
pline and Orders of the Church; as many, and the Chicf
of them, are Foly and Good; fo yet if Saint John were to
:Zelzle a»; Epiftle to the Church of England, as he did to
! ucs’rrtpeof au{:., it would fure have the Clasfe, Habeo adver-
- And he faith, pag. 183. That there fFould
of Difcipline in all Churches, and that {fnpdédégyo':;:ev}l{;”
of a commandment and prefecript ont of the word of Gaj-
It is a matter Volumes bave been compiled of, and there-
fdre cannot receive a brief redargution ; I for my part

. do confefs that in revolving the Scriptures, I could ne-

ver find any fuch thing ; but that God had le i

liberty to the Church Government, to be varigtdd;ecclgff
ding to the.Tm'le, and Place, and Accidents; which ne-
verthelefs his high and Divine Providence doth Order
and difpofe. For all Civil Governments are reffraincd
from God, unto the General Grounds of Faftice and Man-
ners. But the Policies and Forms of them are left frec ;
So that Monarchies and Kingdoms, Senates and Seigni’-
ories, Popular States and Communalties, are lawful ; and

H:2 where
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where they are planted ought to be maintained invi-

olate.
So likewife in Charch matters, the Subffance of Dollrine

is immatabte - And fo are the General Rules of Government :

But for Rites and Ceremonies, andfor the particular Fierar-
chies, Policies, and Difcipline of Churches, they be left at
large.

/g\nd therefore it is good that we retarn to the ancient
bounds of Tnity in the Charch of God: which was, One
Faithy One Baptifm ;and not One Hierarchy,One Difcipline :
And that we obferve the League of Chriffians asitis penned
by our Saviosr 5 which is, in fubffance of Doftrine this,
[He that is not withus is againft #s.) But in things Zndiffe-
rent and of Circamftance, this[He that is not againft us
iswith us.]

In thefe things, fo as the General rule be obferved,
[That Chrifts flock be fed : That therebe a fuccefion in Bi-
Shops and Minifters,which are the Prophets of the New Zeffa.
ment 5 That there be a due and reverent ufe of the Power of
the Keyes 5 That thofe that preach the Gofpel, live ofthe Gof-
pel's That all things tend to Edification 5 That all things be
done in order, and with decency, and the like,] The reft is
left to Holy Wifdom,and fpiritual diferetion of the Mafter-
Builder, and Inferior Builders in Chrifts Church.  As it is
excellently alluded by that Father that noted that Chrifts
Garment was without Seam ; and yet the Churches Gar-
ment was of divers Colours: And fetsdownas a rule: /»
vefle varietas fit ; [ciffura non fit.

Pag. 134. For the Government of Bifhops, 1 for my
part, not prejudging the Prefidents of other reformed
Churches, do hold it warranted by the Word of God, and
by the Prattice of the ancient Church in the better times ;
and much more Convenient for Kingdoms than Parizy of
Minifters, and Government by Synods. But there

be
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be two Circumftances in the Adminiftras; .
- r:

wherein[ confefs I could never be flatisaf;gg : ?f'.heBl{g)x?:’
The foke exercife of their Authority : The oeher. Tho Do
tation of their Authority. > The Depu-

Forthe firft, The Bithop giveth Oy er,.
peicsss sy Sy g oy Ll B

thing'almoft without Example in good G

therefore:not.unlikely tohave crep% in inotvlf; n(;récgrtl,efarég

and corrupt time : We fee the greateft 3

Zaw:; tfhe1}t; C};)uncils: Ther€is no
nd of the higher fort, where the Auth, it i

oneperfog.  The Kings-Bench, the Cogféxgn(f;ltége{:rjg

the Exchequer, are Benches of a certain Number of Judges.

rifdiction is more difperfed : As j i
mergt of France, andpin othcri:lsalcrel:s.the Court of Parlia
voman will deny, but the A&s that pa i
Junfdn&an, are of as great importancl; ;Tse Eﬁif?ﬂ:gﬁ
pafs the Civil Courts : For mens Souls are more precio
than their Bodies or Goods:And fo are their Gogd‘-)nam us_
Bithops have their infirmities; and have no exce tie:r;
rom that general Malediction, pronounced againﬁ alt
Men living : 7z Sofi, nam i occident, &e. Nay we fee that
Zgre ﬁlg{t \Zarlr}nt inh.s;;liritual Caufes isdireed to a Num-
y Dic Ecclefie,w i i
ber, m;zlfm':ﬁc., iehi1s not {o in Temporal Matters, 44
¥or the fecond Point, whichis the py arati ;
Authority, 1 fee no perfedt nor fure ground/;or thjl’; :{;iiﬁf;r
Being fomewhat differenit from the Examples and Rules of
Government. The Bithop exercifeth his Turidi¢tion b
his Changellour and Commiffary, Official, & We fee iﬁ
all Laws in the world, Offces of Confidence and Ski// can-

1ot,
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not be put over and exercifed by Deputy, except it be
fpecially contained in the Original Grant. And in that
Cafeit is dutiful. And for experience, there was never any
Chancellour of England madea Deputy : There was ne-
ver any Judge in any Court made a Deputy: The Bifhop
is aJudge, and of a high nature: whence cometh it that
he thould depute » Confidering that all Truft and Confi-
dence is perfonal and inherent ; and cannot, nor ought
not be tranfpofed. Surely in this again 44 initio now fuit fi.
But it is probable, that Bifhops when they gave themfelves
too much to the glory of the world, and became Grandees
in Kingdoms, and great Counfellours to Princes, then did
they delegate their proper Jurifditions, as things of too
inferior Nature for their Greatnefs; And then after the
fimilitude of Kings and Count Palatines, they would have
their Chancellours and Judges. B
But the Example of Kings and Potentates giveth no
good defence: For the Reafon why Kingsadminifter by
their Judges, tho’ themfelves are fupream Judges, aretwo:
The One, becaufe the Offices of Kings are for the moft
part of Inheritance. And it is a Rule inall Laws, that
offices of inheritance, are rather matters that ground in
Intereft than in Confidence, for as much as they may fall
upon Women, upon Infants, wpon Lunaticks and Idiots,
Perfons uncapable toexecute Judicature in perfon. And
therefore fuch Offices, by all Laws,might ever be exercifed
and adminiftred by delegation. The fecond reafon is,
becaufe of the Amplitude of their Jurifditions, &c. There
isa third reafon, tho’ not much to the prefent purpofe,that
Kings, either in refpe&t of the Common-wealth, or
of the Greatnefs of their own Patrimonies, are ufually
Partiesin Suites : And thentheir Judges ftand indifferent
between them and their Subjes. But in the Cafe of
Bithops none of thefe Reafons hold ; For firft, their Oﬁicf:

15
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eledive and for life, and not patrimonial or hered;-

tary: An Office meerly of Confdence, Science, and Qua-

lification, &c. See the reft.

Page. 185, 186, The Capand Surplice fince they be
thingsin their Nature indifferent, and yet by fome held
Superftitious, and that the Queftion is between Science
and Confcience, it feemeth to fall within the compafs of the
Apoftles Rule, which is, that the ftronger do defcend and
yield to the weaker, &c. [lege cerera] The rather becaufe
the filencing of Minifters on this occafion, is in this
fearcity of good Preachers, a punithment that lighteth on
the people, as well as on the party.

And for the Subfcription, it feemeth to me in the Nature
of a Conteffion, and therefore more proper to bindin the
Tnity of Faith, and to be urged rather for drticles of Do-
&rine, thanfor Ritesand Ceremonies, and Points of outward
Government For howfoever publick Confiderationsand Rea-
fons of State may require Uniformity, yet Chrifian and
Divine Grounds look chiefly upon Unity.

See what he faithpag.191. for A. Bithop Grindals way of
Lectures to young Minifters, to teach them to preach well.
And p. 192 of the abufe of Excommunication.

An Animaduverfion of the Tranfcriber.

Qu. Why ibas this great man fo mueh againft Bifbops depu~

ting their proper work to Chancellours, Commiffaries, Offici=
als > &e.

Anf. It’s eafie to conjeture,

I. Fho’hethought the accidental Modes of Clurch-Go-
vernment mutatle and humare, yet moft Chriftians with
him judge, that the Effentials of Church Ofice are of Di-
vine Inftitution,and therefore fixed onthe proper Officers :

And thatno Lay-man may by Deputation adminifter Sa-
craments, or the Church Keyes.. 1L, And
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II. And fo hewould not have Lay-men and the Clergie
confounded,as if there were nothing proper to the Paftoral
Office, left it teach the Laity Sacrilegious Ufurpation.
The Office is nothing but a conjunétion of O/igation and
Authority to do the works: And if a Lay-man have thefe

: isa Bifhop.

o ;)l,l.l}lc‘ehle very cc}:nfounding of the Bifhops Oﬁcc and the
Presbyters,feemeth {o ill to many, that they think even a
Presbyter (Archdeacon or Chancellor) may not be depu-
ted to the work of the BLﬂlchp, becaufe that maketh him
a Bi le(s may a Lay-man.

¢ Sllgio%ag;c\l;ould nog’have}t/he Kingor Civil Magiftrate
made properly aBifhop, and fo the Offices Confounded
But fay they, If commiffioning another to Judge by the
Keyes,or toadminifter Sacraments, be proper to a Bithop,
then Kings and Magiftrates are Bithops; for they may fend
and Commiffion other mento do all this.

V. The Bifbops perfonal doing of all bis own proper Office-
works, would anfwer almoft” all rthat the moderate
Noanconformifts defire in Church Goverr}ment : For tl}en,

1. The Keyes we hope would'be ufed ina Sacred ferious
manner, with due Admonition, Inﬁr}x&mn{ Exhortati-
on, Prayer, &c. which might melt a Sinner into Fepen-
mn:f.e.And then Experience would fully fatisfic the Dioce.
fans that they muft needs have Bifbops under them, or be-
fides them, -at leaft in every great Town, with the adioin-
ing Parifhes: For by that timethey had duely Confirmed
allbefore Communicating,and had examined, exhorted, and
judged the many hundred Scandalous Perfons that in a Dj-

ocefs would be prefented, Fle warrant you they would be

glad of the help of many: And though perhaps Churche

Wardens would not prefent all that come not to Church,

in the Parithes where many Score thoufands keep away

for

Sl
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for want of room, or on that pretencee ; yer good Mini-
fers wauld prefent more than now they do, when
they faw it would tend o a facred ufe of the
Keyes, and mens repentance, Bucer’s defire of Parifh
Difcipline, would be fure more performed, which would
end moft Church Controverfics,

VL. And this would bring in many Nonconformifts,
who now ftand out, becaufe they dare not make 4 Coge.
nant, an Oath, never in their Places to endeavonr any al-
teration of Church Government, becaufe they think “Lay

Chancellours ufe of the Keyes decretively unlmwfyl, And
dare not fwear Obedience to fuch Ordinances; nor yet
own the Omiffion of Difcipline which the paucity of
Bithops unavoidably inferreth, while 2 Diocefs hath
but one. (Experience would certainly cure that),
VIL. And it moveth fome, that we yet meer with
few Bifhops that will defend lay Chancellours decretive

ufe of the Keyes; buc feem to wifh it were refor-
med.

VIIL. And the Chancellours an
reafonto be offended with my L
men: For he would allow the
and  Matrimonial Cafes, and al] thar belongeth to an
Official Magiftrate, that hath his Office from " the King,
And no doubt would confent that they have a mode-
rate Power by mul@s to confirain men to fubmit to
their Courts, " inftead of the ufe of Excommunications
and Abfolutions, o

They fay this is otherwife in Scor/and now. And
yet they are fworn not to endeavour any alteration of
Church Government.

And T hope none will be angry with this Learned
reat man, for the blame which he layeth on the Bi-
thops ufage of the Non-Conformifts; even before the

I prefent

d Civilians have little
ord Fernlam, and fuch
m the probate of Wills,
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prefent Canons were made. Since, 1. His Letters {hew
him to have been a man extraordinarily humbling him-
felf both to the Queen and to theBithops. 2. And
the moft approved Hiftorians tell us, to our great grief,
that fuch things have teen no wonders and rarities, thefe
thirteen hundred years. Itis holy ard credible men
that tell us, how St. Martin, notwithflanding all his
Miraclesand holinefs, was ufed by the synods of Bithops
in his time, for Leing fo ftrict of life, and fo much a-
gainft the ufing of the Sword againlt the Prifcilian Guo-
SHick Hereticks.

And it is as holy and credible men that tcll us how
St. Theophilus Alexander, a Patriarch, envyed and ufed his

Superior Patriarch, holy Chryfoftomne, and even long ftu- .

died his ruine: And how another called St Epipharnius,
fedirioufly came out of Cypris, and afironted him at. con-

(tantincple, in his own Church, requiring him irrcgu-

larly before all the People, to Curfe Origew or his Wri-
tings; as if the Bithop of the Ife of Mz fhould come
and magifterially impofe this on the Bithop of Lordox
or Canterbury, in the Congregation where he preach’d.
They tell us how readily the Synods of Bifhops Can-
demned Chryfoffome, becaufe the Emperour and Emprefs
were againft him: And if fo excellent and holy a man,
whofe language and life excelled them all, could not
efcape condemnation twice over, and that ia the Agc of
the Church which is predicated for the very beft and
happieft that ever was fince the days of Chritt; Ifthe
Primacy among all the four Eaftern Patriarchs, and his
own rare Parts, and holinefs and innocency, could not fe-
cure him from eje®tion and banithment from a famous
Chriftian Emperour, and the Convocations of Bifhops
that envyed his holinefs and parts; If when he was
banithed, his flable conflant flock, that would not re-

founce .
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nounce him, were made Conventiclers, and named
Foannits, as a note of Schifmatical Separatifts, while
thofe that turned to the next poffeffour were called the
Church. If another Saint of greateft Learning, Name
and Power, refifted the very reftoring of his name when
hs was dead, faying the Canons were not to be broken
to fatisfie the Schifmatical Foanwits, whom nothing will
fatisfie, and that it would difzourage the Conformifts ;
I mean St. Cyril of Alexandria ; why fhould it be thought
that men far inferiour to Chryfoffome, that live not in fo
pure an Age, fhould by the Clergic fircam and power,
be much like cfteemed, and partly ufed.

And if inthofe Ages of the Churches greateft excel-
lency ( the 4#5. and 524, Centuries) the great Patriarchs
themielves of Alexandria, Antioch, Conftantinople, &c, who
are fuppofed by fome to be the Pillars of the Church
for Government and Unity, did live almoft in continual
Conflict, Curfing, or cafting out cach other as Here-
ticks, or Schifmaticks,and oft fighting it out in Chriftian
blood, (to fay nothing of the following worfer Ages)
what wonder, if ftill the old Caufes fucceeding produce
many of the old Effe@ts: Which a man that was thought
wife enough to be the Lord Chancellour of England,
and the famous reftorer of Learning, might be allowed
gently to touch, while the Clergy themfelves open-
ly and greatly préfer thofe Ages, and the ,Y%eop/.j:lg; ¥,
Epiphantus’s, and Cyrils, and Epifcopal Synods the {e‘vof: be-
fore our owt; and before themfelves,  *~ °

Let us hear what onc more excellent perfon, and no’
Fanatick or Schifmatick faith,: o

Dr. Ifiack Barrow-(y man, i ever this Age had any,
thar delivered digefied TRUTH m,‘[c,lc"qilr‘_fEaicgrtﬁog{{')!_ vl .
20034, . . : e Ul it

"o"vsv‘ﬁ’&é‘ver indeed will corifider the Nature of m{m;

o 12 o
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“ or will confult obvious experience, fhall find that in-
“prattical matters, our will or appetite hatha mighty in.
“ fluence on our Fudgment of things, caufing men with,
‘great attention to regard that whic{z they affe&, and
“ carefully to mark all reafons making for it; . byt a-
“verting from that which they diflike, and making them
““to overlook the arguments which perfwade it : whence
*“men generally do fuit their opinions to their inclina-
“tions; warping to that fide where their /INTEREST
“doth lye; or to which their Complexions, their Humor,
* their Paffions, their Pleafure, their eafe doth fway them;
“ So that almoft any Notion will feem true, which is
“ Profitable, which is Safe, which is Plea ant, of any way
“ grateful to them;and that Notion falfe;which in any fuch
“ refpect doth crofs them. Very few can abflrac their
“ minds from fuch confiderations, or embrace Pure Truth
“divefted of them, And thofe few who do fo, muft thereis
“ moft employ their Will, by ftrong cfletts of Voluntary
“refolution, and patience, and difengaging their minds
““ from thofe clogs and byaffes.

“This is particularly notorious in mens adhering to
“ Parties, divided in opinion, which is fo regulated by

“that fort of caufes, that if youdo mark whar any mans

“ZTemper_is, and where his INTEREST lyeth, you may.
“eafily prognofticate on what fide he wiil be sand with .
‘ what degree of Serioufnefs, of Vigour, of Zeal, he will
“ cleave thereto, A timerous man you may be almoft
“fure will be on the fafer fide : A Covetous man will bend
“to that Party where Gain isto be had. An Ambitions
“ man will clofe with the opinion pafling in Courr. A
*carelefs man will comply with the fafbion: Affe@tion ari-

¢ fing from Education or Prejudice 'will hold others ftiff,

"¥Few follow the refults of Zmpartial Contemplation.

And pag. 483. “ There is one Lawgiver who can fave .

and

———
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“ and deftroy : Who art thou thar Fudgeft another Thae is,
“How intollerably Rath, Unjuft and arrogant art thou,
“ who fetteft thy felf on Gods Tribunal, and thence doft ad.
“ venture to pronounce Doom upon his People: Did we
** well confider Gods Judgment, we fhould rather think j¢
“advifeable to be mindtul of our own Cafe, than to vafs
“ Sentence on that of others: Obferving how lyable our
¢ felves are, we fhould fearce have aHeart to Carp ar o-
¢ thers; finding what great need our aions will then have
“ of a Favourable Interpretation, we fhould fure be more
“ candid andmild in Cenfuringother mens Attions:Special-
“ly confidering, that by harfh Judgment of others, we
“ make our own Cafe worfe, and inflame our reckoning :
‘“ We directly thence incur Guilt, we aggravate our own
“ Offences,and render our felves unexcufable;we expofe our
“felves on that feore to Condemnation. See Mat. 7. 2.Lak, .
6. 37.Rom. 2. 2, 3. Jam. 5. 9.

His two Sermons on Ro. 12. 18. well practifed, would
heal England’s Divifions.

Suchalfo is his Sermon of Love to our Neighbour,
that again(t Slander, and thatagainft Detraction . But that
which I cite him for, is the very fame defeription of Reli-
gion which Judge Hule giveth. Serm, 1. p- 10,

" The Principal advantage of Wifdom, is its acquain-
““ ting us with the Nature and Realon of true Religion,
*and affording Conviive Arguments to perfwade the
** Pratice of it : Which is accompanied with the pureft de-
“light,and attended with the moft folid content imagina-
“ nable:I fay the Nature of Religion,wherein i Confifts,and -
“what itrequires : The miftake of which produceth daily:-
“o many mifchiefsand inconveniences in the World, and
“expofeth fo good a Name to fo much Reproach. It thew- -
Sethitconfiftethnot in fair profeffions and glorious pre- -

tences, -
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“ tences, but in Real Practice ; not in a pertinacious ad-
« herence to AN1 Se&, or Party, but ina fincere Love of
¢ Gaodnefs, and diflike of Naughtinefs wherever difcove-
“ ring it felf; not in Vain Oftentations and ¥icurithes of
“ ourward performance, butinan inward gocu complexi-
“on of Mind, exerting it felfin Works of true cvorion
¢ and Charity, not in a Nice Orthodoxie, or Polisicé
“ Subjetion of our Judgments to the peremptory
““ dictates of Men ; but in a f{incere Loveof Truth,and hear-
“ ty approbation and compliance with theDoctrines Funda-
““ mentally Goodand Neceffary tobe believed: Not in harth
“ cenfyring and virulently inveighing again{t others, but
“in careful amending our own ways: Not in a peevith
“croffnefs and obftinate Repugnancy to received Laws and
¢ Cuftoms; but in a quict and Peaceable Submiiion to the
“ exprefs Laws of God, and Lawful Commands of Men :
“Not ina furious Zcal FOR or AGAINST trivial Circum-
“ ftances, butina confcionable pra&ifing the fubftantial
« parts of Religion : Not ina frequent talking, or contenti-
“ ous difputing about.it ; but in a ready obfervance of the
. “unqueftionable Rulesdnd Precepts of it. Ina Word,True
“Religion confifts in nothing elfe,but doing what becomces
“ our Relationto God,in a Conformity or fimilitude to his
“ Nature,and in a willing Obedience to his Holy Will, to
* which by potent incentives it allures and perfwadesus,by
“ reprefenting tous his tranfcendent glorious Attributes——
& &e. Secthe reft, too lang to be rranfcribed.

Ifyou fay, 4 Papiff will own all this. T anfwer, 1. So
much the better : We will not feign a.new Chriftianity
todiffer from Papifts. 2. But do they not own tuo iiuch
more 2 How then come they to'fill the World with Blood
and Divifion, for the Suke’ of their numerous humane
Additionals »

I know
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I know no man that hath more fully confuited that Sect
than he hathdone in his Zreatife of Supremacy and Charch-
Uxity: And faiththe Publither of his Life, [Ae underftood
Popery botly at bome and abroad. e had narrowly obferved
it. Militant in England, triumphant in Italy, difguifed in
France ; and had carlier apprehenfions of the Approaclitig
Danger, andwould bave appeared with the forwardeft in a
weedful time, ‘

Whosever will truly confute his Treatife of the Popes
Supremacy, and that of the Unity of the Charch, againft
the Supremacy and Foreign Jurifdiction of Councils called
General, T here promife him fhall make me a Papift (of
the Italian or the Gallicane fort accordingly) if he will do
it before I die, and am Difabled from reading and confi-
dering it. But { doubt not but the Papitts will rather ftu- .
dy tobury itin filence, (whilc they do their works by
other means than Reafoning) left the notice of a2 Confura-
tion fhould occafion more to readit: And then, efpecial -
ly if all men in Power fhould read it, their Caufe with
fuch isutterly undone.

Saith Dr, Z2/o¢fon in his Preface to it, [/ dare fay that
whocver fball carefully perufe this Treatife, will find that this
point of the Popes Supremacy (on which Bellarmine bath the
confidence to fay, The whole of Chriftianity depends) is not on-
lyan indefenfible, but an Impudent Canfe, as ever was under-
taken by learned Pens : And nothing could have kept it fo
long from becoming ridiculons in the judgment of Mankind, bur
its being fo firongly fupported by a worldly intereft : For there
is not one toleradle argument for it, andthere are a thoufand .
invincible Reafons againft it,

it
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JF thele three Teftimonies of the moft Learned, Wie,
A and Impartial Conformifts, that thefe (or many) Ages.
“havebred, beall born downby Intereft and Superciliots
Confidence, and a Flood of Words (which ‘may all be u-

- fed for the worft Caufe inthe World) the Lord be Judge,

and juftifie his Truth,and that Wifdom from above, Fam.

‘3. 17, whichis juftified of her Children. When Satan
hathdonehis wor®, Bleffed are the Peace-makers 5 for they
Shall be called the Children of God. Mat. 5. 9. _

: ~ FINIS.




