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TO THE

R E A D E K.

CourTEous READER,

T HE Defign of the following Treaife is prin-

cipally to prowofe Piety towards GOD, and
Righteoufuefs among f} Mei 5 with a tender Re-
gaid to the Creation in gingral. |

Fer it is evident that the Chriftian Religion
confifis in o Conforinity to the diving Will, and
o due Obedience fo thofe Lipreffions famped on
the Raiional Sonly with a fieady Obfervation
of ithe Interial Light of the holy Spirit, and
Adberence to the Diflates thereof, in which con-
SfBis the Happinefs of Megnkind.

SR

The worithy Authorcdhg! known for bis ex-
enplery CondulF, boydBggrein illufiraten toe
irne Chriftian Progrefs Xvas auimated there-
winto froi this Metivé, viz. The Glory of GOD,
ciid the Goed of hbis Fellow-Creatures,

A divine Spirit of Love, Charity, and Meek-
#efs, breathing through the Whole, eminently
per . £ : - .
difeovers the Sincerity of bis Intention. And
that if may prove beneficial to the Reader is the
Defire of the ' '

EDITOR.



An EPIT OME, &:
BEING |

Some NicEssaRY and IMPORTANT

CONSIDERATIONS, &..

Concerning iy Confcrence.

HAVE been very diligent to keep my
- A Confcience clean, to encourage it in the

Vicegerency that T'rou (the great Lorp of
-the World) haft given it over my Soul and
Acétions. I have kept it in'the Throne, and
greateft ‘Reverence and Authority in. my
Heart. -

In A&ions to be done or omitted, I-have
always advifed with it, and taken its Advice:
I have neither ftifled, nor forced, nor bribed
(it butgave 1t a free Liberty to advife and
{peak out, and a fre&'Subjeftion of my Will,

Purpofes and Actions €0 it. |

If through Importunity of Temptations,
&ge. I have at any Time done amifs, I have
not taken her up fhort, or fropped her Mouth,
; or my own Attention to her Chiding and Re-

proof, but I have, with much Submiffion of

Mind, born her Chaftifement, and improv-

-ed 1t to an humbling of myfelf before THEE

~for my Failings ; for I looked upon her as

actting by Tuy Authority, for Tuy Service,

-and to Tuy Glory ; and I durft not difcou-
rage, difcountenance, or difobey her, -
| A 2 .
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A THE GOOD STEWARD.

When {he was pleafed, and gave me good
Words, I'was glad ; for I efteemed her 15 a
Glafs, that reprefented to my Soul the Fa-
vour or Dipleafure of Gop himfelf, and how

HE {tood affetted towards me.
-1 have trembled more under the Fear of
a {eared or difcouraged Confcience, than un-
der the Fear of a fharp or fcrupulous Confci-
ence, becaufe I always accounted the latter,

tho’ more troublefome, yet more fafe,
- I have been very jealous either of wound-
ing, or grieving, or difcouraging, or dead-

entng my Conicience. I have therefore cho-
ien rather to forbear that which feemed but
indiffzrent, left there thould: bé fomewhat in
it.that might be unlawful ; and would rather
gratify my Confcience with being too ferupu-
- lous, than difpleafe, difquiet or flat it by be-
-1ng too venturous : I have {till chofen rather
to iorbear what might be probably lawful,
than to do that which might be poffibly-un-
awviuly becauwie 1 could not err in the for-
mer, though I might in the latter. -

I have been careful to advife impartially
with my Conicience betore my-Aétions ; but
left I.had committed any Thing amils, either
1n the Nature or Manner of the Action, ]
. commoniy, every Night, brought my Ac-
-ons of the Day paft before the Judicatory ef
my Confcience, and left herto a free and -
partial Cenfure of them; and what fhe {en-
tenced @i/l dowe, 1 with Humility -returnéd

he Praife thereof to Thy NaMe ;- what-{he
fentenced done amifs, 1 did- humbly fue-to

r-
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THE GOOD STEWARD, 5

‘Tuek for Pardon, and for Grace to prevent
me from the like Mifcarriages. By this
Means I kept my Confcience aétive, renew-
ed and preferved my Peace with THEE, and
learned Vigilance and Caution for the Tune
to come,

Touching T HY Creatures.

I have not only looked upon thy Bleflings
andBounty, in lending me thy own Creatures
for my Ufe, but I have fought unto thee for
a Blefling upon them, for my Ule of them.
1 did very well obferve, that there 1s by my
Sin a Curfe in the very Crearures that I re-
cetve, unlefs thy Blefling fetch it out; an
Emptinefs in them, unlefs thy Goodnefs fill
them: Though thou fhouldft give me Quails
and Manna from Heaven, yet without thy
Bleffing on them they would become Rot-
-tennefs and Putrefaction to me; and there-
fore I ever begged thy Bleffing upon thy
Bleflings, as well as the Bleffings themfelves ;
-and attributed the Good 1 found, or was to
- .expect 1n them, to the fame Hand thar gave
them. - L

I'received and ufed thy Creatures as com-
mitted to me under a Truft, and as a Stew-
ard and Accomptant for them; and therefore
1 was always careful to ufe them according
to thofe.Limits, and in order to thofe Ends
for which thou didft commit them to me :
-1/, With Temperance and Moderation : I
aid nct ufe thy Creatures to Luxury and Ex-

A



6 THE GOOD STEWARD.

cefs, to make Provifion for my Luifts with
Vain-glory or Oitentaticn, but for the con-
venient Support of the Exigencies of my
Nature and Condition 5 and 1f at any Time
thy Goodnefs did induige. me in any Ufe of
them for Delight, as well as Necefity, I did
it but rarely and watchful; I looked not
upon the #re, when 1t gave its Colour in
the Cup, nor gave mylelf over-either to Ex-
cefs or Curiofity, 1n Meats or Drinks; I
checked mylelf therein, as being in thy Pre-
fence, and full remembered 1 had thy Crea-
tures under an Accompt; and was ever
careful to avoid Excefs or Intemperance,
becaufe every exceffive Cup and Meal wasin
Danger to leave me fomewhat in Arrear to
my Lorp. 2df, With Mercy and Com-
paffion to the Creatures themfelves which
thou haft put under my Power and Difpofal.
‘When I confider the admirable Powers of
Life, and Senfe which I {faw in- the- Birds
and Beaflts, and that all the Men in the
- World could not give the like Bemg to any
Thing, nor reftore that Life and Senfe
which is once taken from them:
When I confidered how innocently and
harmlefly the Fowls, and Fifh, and Sheep,
and Oxen, take their Food, that thou, the

Lorp of all, haft given them, Ihave been
apt to think, that furely thou didit intend a
more innocent Kind of Food to Man, than
fuch as muft be taken with fuch Detriment
to thofe living Parts of thy Creation 3 and



THE GOOD STEWARD, >

altho’ thy wonderful Goodnefs hath fo much
indulged Mankind, as to-give up the Lives
of thefe Creatures for the Food of Man by
thy exprefs Commiffion, yet I ftill do, and
ever did think, that there was a Frflice due
from Man even to ihefe [enfible Creatures, -
that he thould take them {paringly, for Ne-
ceflity, and not for Delight; or if for De-
light, yet not for Luxury : I have been apt
to think, that if there were any more liberal
Ufe of Creatures, for Delight or Variety, it
‘fhould be of Fruits, or fuch Delicacies as
may be had without the Lofs of Life: But
however it be, this very Confideration hath
made me very fparing and careful, not vain-
ly or fuperfluouily, or unneceflarily, or pro-
digally to take ,away the Life of thy Crea-
tures for Feafting and Excefs. And the
very fame Confideration hath always gone
along with me 2z Refereice to the Labiui of
by Creatures 5 1-have ever thought that there
was a certain Degree of Juftice due from
‘Man to the Creatures, as from Man to Man;
and that an exceflive, immoderaté unfeafon-
able Ufe of the Creature’s Labour is an In-
juftice for which he muft account. )
To deny domeftical Creatures théir con-
venient Food ; to exa&t that Labour from
them that they are not able to perform ; to
ufe Extremity or Cruelty towards them, is a
Breach of that Truft under which the Do-
minion of the Creatures was committed to
us, and a Breach of that Juftice that 1s due
from Men to them, and therefore T have al-



8 THE GOOD. STEWARD.

ways efteemed it as Part of my Duty, and
it hath been always my Praétice to be mer-
ciful to my Bealts; and upon the fame Ac-
count I have ever efteemed it a Breach, of
Truft, and have accordingly declined any
Cruelty to any of thy Creatures,and, as much
as I might, prevented 1t 1n othezs, as a Ty-
ranny inconfiftent withthe Truft and Steward-
fhip that thou haft committed to me. 1
have abhorred thofe Sports that confift in
the torturing of the Creatures; and if any
noxious Creatures muft be deftroyed, or
Creatures for Food muft be taken, it hath
been my Practice to do it in that Manner that
may be with the leaft Torture or Cruelty to
the Creature ; and I have ftill thought. it an
unlawful Thing to deftroy . thofe Creatures
for Recreation Sake, that  either were not
hurtful when they lived, or are not profita-
ble when they are killed; gver remembering
that tho’ thou haft given us. a Dommmh
over thy Creatures, yet it is under a Law of
Juftice, Prudence, and Moderation, other-
wife we thould become Tyrants, not Lords,
over thy Creatures, and therefore thofe
“Things of this Nature, that others have

pra&lfed as Recreatmns, I have avoided as
Sins.

Taztcbz?zg jity Ba@’y

My Body which is gwg to ferve and of
bev, became the Emprefs, and-commandéd
and corrupted my Soul, embafed and enflav-
ed it to Luf’c and leorder, and m; Soul
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“THE GOOD STEWARD: Ty
“which was.given to rule, became but 2 Slave
“of my. Body » I confidered that if the Bufinefs
‘was thus carried on, my Happinefs muft be
only in this Life, and that when Death {eiz-
ed upon me, Lhad an Jmmortal Sonl that had
Joft her Time wholly in this World, and
therefore could expeét nothing but Vexation
-and everlafting Confufion to all Eternity.
"Upon thefe and the like Confiderations, I re-
folved and praétifed Severity over my Body
and refufed to gratify her intemperate De-
fires ; denied them, kept them in Awe, and
-under Difcipline; and becaufe I found that
my Lufts -grew unruly by Variety and
Curiofity of. Meats and Drinks, 1 fubdued
‘them by moderate Diet and Temperance.
‘My Table was {paring to myfelf; my Cloaths
“plain, my Retinue and Attendance but necef-
fary ;- I chafed away my Lufts' with the
~Contemplations of the Prefenceof Gop, the
‘End ‘of Curist’s, Sufferings, the Certainty
yet Uncertainty of Death, the State after
Death; and mingled all my Enjoyments
‘and Delires with thefe ferious and- cleanfing
-Confiderations 5 and 1 peremptorly refufed
to gratify the Cravings of an inordinate, fen-
{ual Appetite, and did refolutely let them
‘knew, they fhould not, might not, expeét
‘any bétter Dealing from me, and my Prac-
fice was accordingly. T

&

Concermng my Wealth, - =~ -
The more I had the more was my Care,
-and the greater the Charge that I had under



10 THE GOOD STEWARD.

my Hands, and the more was my Selititude
to be a faithful Steward of it to the Honour
and Ufe of my MasTzr ; but my Part was
‘the leaft that was in 1t: Indeed I rejoiced in
this, that my MasTEeR efteermned me faithful,
committing the Difpenfation thereof to my
Truft, but I thought 1t no more mine than
the Lord’s Bailiff, or the Merchant’s Cath-
Keeper thinks his Mafter’s Rents or Money
his ; and therefore thought it a Breach of my
1 Truftto confume or embezzle that Wealth in
exceflive Superiluities of Meat, Drink, or Ap-
parel, or in advancing myfelf, or my Poite-
rity to a mafly or huge Acquett.

Tﬁ:’fz?uig 77y Rﬁpﬂfﬂf oil. |

Tho’ I have loved my Reputation, _and
“have been vigilant not to lofe or impair 1t by
my Default or Negle&, yet I have looked
upon it as a brittle Thmcr a Thing that the
Devil aims to hit 1n a fpec:lal Manner, 2
Thing that is much in the Power of a falfe
REPOI't a Miftake, a Mifapprehenfion, to
wound and hurt; notwithftanding all my
Care, I am at the Mercy of 0{11&1‘5, without
Gop’s wonderful, over-ruling Providence.
Andasm Reputatlon is the Efteem that o-
thers have of me, fo that Efteem may be
blemithed without my Default. I havethere-
fore always taken this Care, not to {et my
Heart upon my Reputatmn I will ule all
Fidelity and Honefty, and take Care it fhall
not be loft by any Default of mine; and, if,
‘potwithftanding all this, my- Reputatmn be



OF TRUE RELIGION. ® . - 11

foiled by evil or envious Men or Angels, 1
will patiently bear it, and content myfelf
with the Serenity of my own Confclence:
Hic murys abeneus efto. |

____.___________________....-.--——-----——llI—I---—-"-"—-'-'--"—-'_"-_'—-n

The aforefuid Author, in bis Book Of the Na-
ture of True Religion, &c. p. 17. .

RUE Religion teaches and tutors the
Soul to a high Reverence and Veneration

of Almighty Gop, a fincere and upright
walking as in the Prefence of the invifible all-
fecing Gop.. It makes a Man truly to love, -
to honour, to obey him, and therefore care-
ful to know what his Will is: It renders the
Heart highly thankful to him, both as his
Creator, Redeemer, and Benefactor: It
makes a Man entirely depend upon him, to
feek to him for Guidance, and Diretiony
and ‘Protection, to fubmit to his Will with
all Patience and Refignation of Soul : It gives
the Law not only to his Words and Aé&ions,
but to his very Thoughts and Purpofes, that
he dares not entertain Thoughts unbecoming
the Sightand Prefence of that Gop to whom
all our Thoughts are legible : It teacheth and
bringeth 2 Man to fuch a Deportment both
of external and internal Sobriety, as-may be
decent in the Prefence of Gob .and all his
‘holy Angels: It crufhes and cafts down all
Pride and Haughtinefs, both in a Man’s
Heart and Carriage, and gives him an hum-
ble Frame of Soul and Life, both m the
Sight of Gop and Men: It regulates and go-



12 TOUCHING THE CONSCIENCE.

verns the Paffions of the Mind, and brings
them into due Moderation and Frame : It
gives a Man a right Eftimate of this prefent

World, and fets his Heart and Hopes above
1t, {o that he never loves 1t more than 1t de-~
ferves : It makes the Wealth and the Glory
of this World, high Piaces and great Prefer-
ments, but of low and little Value to him
{o that he 1s neither covetous, nor ambitious,
nor over-folicitous concerning the Advanta-
ges of it. It brings a Man to that F rame,
that nghteoufnefs, Juftice, Honefty, and
Fidelity are, as it were, Part of his Naturey
He can {ooner die than commit or purpofe
that which 1s unjuft, difhoneft, or unworthy
of a good Man. It makes him value the Love
of C ;oD and Peace of Confcienice, above all
the Wealth and Henour in the W orld, and.
to be very vigilant to keep 1t inviolably He
performs all his Duty to Gop in Swicerity and
Integrity ; and whilft he lives on Earth, his
Converfatmn, his Hope, his Treafure 1s in
Heaven ; and he entirely endeavours to. walk
fuitably to fucha Hope : "This Man hath the
Life of Religion in him, and that Life alls
in him, and ~will conform his Soul to the I-

mage of his Saviour, and to walk along with
him 10 all Eter DIty

Touching z‘Z)e Confcience.-

GOD hath given to the Sons Knoucledge
- of Men, m Refuec’t of {enfual ¢fGon,p
Things, Objects not only for Ne- 285 2671

cefiity but Delicht ; but here 1s their leery



TOUCHING THE CONSCIENCE. 12

as well as their Sin, that they reft not 1n
what Gop lawfully allows---And hence 1t 1s
that the Gop of Mercy curfes, and that moit
juftly, his own Bleflings unto that Man that
thus perverts the Ufe of them. Wine re-
joiceth the Heart of Man, as it was given
for that End, but when a Man in the Ufe of
it looks no higher but to fatiate himfelf,
there is a Sting putinto it, and it proves a-
Serpent. Prov. xxili. 52.

Touching the Confeience.

COHfCiCDCC 1s Gop’s Viceger ent K::Mufm"gé'
in Man, and when her Lord ¢ Gob, .

1s angry the Confcience will chide : 269

It is 2 Glafs wherein a Man may, by Refiec--

tion, fee the Face of Heaven and of his own

Soul.

It thy Conlcience blame thee, though ne-
ver fo little, defpife it not, nor neglet this
fecret Check ;. it is a Meflage from Heaven
that fummons thee to thy Duty. p. 372.

Certainly the Senfe of the Love of Gop is
either not at all, or not awake, when any
Man confiderately commits the leaft.Sin a-
galnft his Confeience. p. 297.

The Direction of Confcience, when it ;s
well ufed, is feldom without the immediare -
Direction of the very Spirit of Gop, but if
the Guidance of that Spirit be neglefted, it
will not return to-thy Afliftance when thou
plealeft, p. 360. . -
Cantempt, 'There 1s nothing in the Woild that
#3753+ conduceth more to the Compofure

B



14 THE INWARD GUIDANCE OF

and Tranquility of the Mind, than the Sere-
nity and Clearnefs of the Confcience ; kee
but that izfe and untainted, the Mind will
enjoy a Calm and Tranquility in the Midft
of all the Storms of the World : And altho®
ti:e Waves beat, and the Sea works, and the

“inds blow, the Mind that hath a quiet and
clear Conicience within, will be as ftable and
as izte irom Perturbation as a Rock in the
Midit of a2 tempeftuous Sea, and will be 2
Goinen to, and within itfelf, when the reft
of the World without, is like an Egypt for
Plagues and Darknefs,

Whatever thou doft hazard or lofe, keep
the Integricy of thy Confcience, both before
‘£roubles come, and underthem ; it is a Jewel
that will make thee rich 1n the Midft of Po-
verty, a Sun that will give thee Light in the
Widft of Darknefs, a Fortrefs that will keep
thee {afe in the greateft Danger, and thatis
never to be taken from thee, unlefs thou
thyfelf betray it and deliver it up.

Fudee Hale’s Experience of the Inwerd and In-
vifible Guidance of the Spirit of GO D.

T HOSE that truly fear Gop have a fecret

Guidance irom a higher Wifdom than
what 1s barely human, namely, the Spirit
of Truth and Wildom, that doth really and
truly, batfecretly, prevent and direct them.
Any Man that fincerely and truly fears Al-
mighty Gop, relies upon him, and calls
upon him for his Guidance and Direétion,,



THE SPIRIT of Gob. I5

hath 1t as really as a Son hath the Counfel
and Direction of his Father., And tho’ the
Voice be not audible, nor the Direttion al-
ways perceptible (or difcernable) to Senfe, yet
it 1s equally as real as if a Man heard a Voice
{aying, This is the Way, walk in it.

And tho’ this fecret Direétion of Almighty
Gop is principally feen in Matters relating
to the Good of the Soul, yet it may alfo be
found 1n the Concerns of this Life, which
a good Man, that fears Gop and begs his
Direction, fhall very often, if not at all
Times find.  Contemp. p. 45.

I can call my own Experience to witnefs;
that even in the external Aétions of my whole
Life, I was never - difappointed of the beft
Guidance and Diretion, when 1 have, in
Humility and Sincerity implored the {ecret
Diretion and Guidance of the Divine Wil-
dom. P. 323.

The Obfervation of the fecret Kusavledze of
Admonitionsof the Spiritof Gop God, e p.
in the Heart, as it is an effectual 331,378,391
Means, fo 1t 1s acalm and comfortable Means
to cleanfe and fantify thy Heart, and the
more 1t Is attended unto, the more. 1t will be
converfant with thy Soul for thy Inftruction:.
- Inthe Midft of thy Difficulties, it will be thy

Counlellor ; in the Midft of thy Tempta-
tions, it will be thy Strength;,- and 2 Grace
fufhicient for thee ; in the Midit ¢f thy Trou-
bles 1t will be thy Light and thy Cemforter:
Only beware thou negleét not the Veice of

3 . 1

this Spirit: It may be thy Neglelt may
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quench it, and thou mayft. never hear that
Yoice more. .

It is- impoffible for thee to enjoy - that.
which-muft make thee happy, till thou art.
deeply fenfible of thy own Emptinefs and
- Nothingnefs, and thy Spirit thereby brought

down a_nc_l_: laid. in the Duft. -~ The Spmt of

Chrift1s :an humbling Spirit, the more thou

haft-of it the more it will humble thee; and

itis'a Sign that either thou haft it not, or

t} at it 1s over-mafter’d by thy Corruptlons,.
if thy Heart be ftill haughty. -

Watch therefore the fecret Perfuafions and
Diffuafions of the Splrlt of Gop, and beware
thou quench it.not, ner grieve it 5 - be fure
- thou- obferve this Voice., This W’lnd that.
blows where it lifts, if thut out, refifted or
gricved, may haply never breathe upon thee
again, but leave thee to be hardened in- thy
Sins; but if obferv’d and obey’d, thou fhalt
be fure to-have it thy Monitor and Direor:
upon all- Occafions.  When thou goe[’t it

will lead thee; when thou fleepeft, it will
Leep thee; and when thou awake{’c it will
ralk with thee. - - N
- Thefe . are faithful, Wewhty and’ true
- Sayings; happy are thofe that witnefs them fo

;ob_e,_ IR ¢ * OC 38
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