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ADVERTISEMENT.

H E Editor, in prefenting this

Work to the Public, avails
himfelf of the prevalent good Senfe
of Parents, and a Confcioufnefs of
the Importance of putting Books of
virtuous Tendency in the Hands of
Youth in general: In this View,
to doubt Approbation—would per-
haps be Ignorance. He profefles
himfelf influenced by no Motive,
but the Satisfac¢tion and Defire of

—pointing to that which is good.

I,
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THE LIFE OF

Sir MATTHEW HALE.

"“?’H‘#_IR Matthew Hale, a man of
té S great learning and integrity,
Y XX _,,,! and Lord Chief Juftice of the
King’s Bench in the laft century, was
born at Alderly, in Gloucefterfhire,
Nov. 1, 1609. MHis grandfather was
Robert Hale, an eminent clothier 1n
the fame county, where he and his
anceftors had lived for many defcents,
and were recmarkable for their liberality
to the poor. This Robert acquired an
eftatc of ten thoufand pounds, which
B he
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he divided equally amongft his five fons,
befides the portions he gave his daugh-
ters. His {econd fon was Robert Hale,
a Barrifter of Lincoln’s Inn, who mar-
ried Joan, the daughter of Matthew
Poyntz, of Alderly, Efg. Of this mar-
riagge, the great man, the f{ubjelt of
thefe memoirs, was the only 1ffue. His
father was a man of that ftrictnefs of
conicience, that he gave over the prac-
tice of the law, becaufe he could not
underftand the reafon of ogiving colour
in pleadings, which he thought was to
tell a lie, and that, with {fome other
things comfnon]y practifed, feemed to
him contrary to that cxadtnefs of truth
and juftice which became a chriftian,
fo that he withdrew himfelf from the
Inns of Court, té live. on his eftate in
the country. (A rare inftance! and
fcarcely to be found now-a-days.) But
as the carc he had to fave his foul,

made
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made him abandon a profeflion by which
he might have raifed his family much
higher, fo his charity made him not
only deal his alms largely while he lived,
but at his death he left 20l. per ann. to
the poor at Wotton, which his {fon con-
firmed to them with fome additions.

Thus he was defcended rather from a

good than a noble family ; and what
“was wanting in the Infignificant titles

of high birth, and ¢ the boaft of
heraldry,’”” was more than made up in
the worth of his anceftors. But he was
foon deprived of his father’s care and
inftrué&tion—as his mother died when
he was three ycars old, {o his father
dicd when he was no more than five.
But as Providence, when it takes onc
blefling from us, or one friend, takes
care to raifc up another for our comfort,
fo was he taken under the care of

B 2 Anthony
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Anthony Kingfcot, E{fq. who was his
next kKinfman, after his uncles, by his
mother.

Great care was taken of his educa-
tion, and his guardian intended to breed
him a Divine, and being inclined to the
Puritans, he was put to {chools that
were taught by that party, and in the
{eventeenth year of his age he was fent
to Magdalen Hall, in Oxford. He was
an extraordinary proficient at {chool,
and for fome time at Oxford: but the
players coming thither, by feeing fo
many plays, he was fo much corrupted,
that he almoft wholly forfook his ftudies,
by which he loft much time, which

he was not only {enfible of, but found
his head filled with wvain images of
things, which were unprofitable, if not
hurtful to him, thercfore he refolved
upon coming to London, ncver to

{ve
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fce a play more, to which he firictly
adhered.

The corruption of a young man’s
mind in one particular, frequently
brings on a great many more after 1t;
fo now being taken off from following
his ftudies, and from that  gravity
which was before his charadteriftic, he
now {et himfelf to many of the vanities
incident to younger years, but yet he
preferved his purity, and a great probity
of mind. He loved fine cloaths, and
delighted much in company, and being
of a ftrong and robuft make, he was
mafter of all thofe exercifes which re-
quire ftrength and agility of body. He
learned to fence, in which he became fo
expert, that fcarcely any could mafter
him in that art. One of his teachers
told him onc day that he could now in-
ftruct him no more, for that he was now

B 3 better
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better at his trade than he himfelf was:
this Hale looked upon as flattery, to
make a difcovery of which, he pro-
mifed him the houfe he lived in (for
he was his tenant), if he would hit him
on the head, and bid him do his beft

for he would be as good as his words
after a little engagement,;the mafter be-
ing really {uperior, hit him on the head,

and he performed his promife freely.
‘This inftance {hewed a good judgment,
and gave fome hopes of better things;
and he was not unwilling at that rate
to lcarn {o early, to diftinguifh fattery
from truth. He was now {o taken up
with martial matters, that i1nftead of
being a {cholar or divine, he refolved to
be a foldier; and his tutor Obadiah
Sedgewick going to the Low Countries,
Chaplain to the renowned Lord Vere,
he refolved to go along with him, and

to trail a pike inthe Prince of Orange’s
armys;



SIR MATTHEW HALE. 7

army ; but a happy ftop was put to this
refolution, which might have proved
fatal to himfelf, and deprived his coun-
try of the great ‘example he gave, and
the ufeful fervices he did. He was en-
gaged in a {uit of law with Sir William
Whitmore, who laid claim to part of
his eftate, and his guardian being a man
of a retired teinper, and not made for
bufinefs, he was obliged to leave the
Univerfity, after he had been three
“years In1t, and go to London to {oli-
cit for his own bufinefs. Being re-
commended to Serjeant Glanvil for his
Counfellor, and he obferving in him
a clear apprehenfion of things, and a
folid judgment, and a grecat fitnels for
the law, took pains to perfuade him
from being afoldicr, and to apply to the
law; this had fo good an effect on him,
that on the eighth of November, 1632,
he was admitted into Lincoln’s Inn, and

B 4 being
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being fenfible how much time he had loft,
he refolved to redeem it, and followed
his {tudies witha diligence that {carcely
could be believed, if the {ignal effects
of it did not gain it credit. He ftudied
for many vyears at the rate of f{ixteen
hours a day; he threw afide zll fine
cloaths, and betook himf{elf to a plain
fafhion, which he continued to his'dying
dav. Yet he did not at firft break off
from keeping toc much company with
fome wvain people, till a fad accident
drove him from it ; for he and fome other
young itudents, being invited out of
town to be merry, one of them called
for fo much wine, that notwithftanding
ail Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, he
carried his excefs to fuch an height, that
he fell down dead before them. They
were ail much affrightened at it, and
did what they could to bring him to himn-

{eifagain. Mr. Halc was {o particularly
affected,



SIR MATTHEW HALE. g4

affelted, that hewent into another room,

fell on his knees, and prayed earneftly
to God, both for himlielf and friend,

that he might be reftored to life again,
and he forgiven for giving fuch counte-
nance to excefs; and he then vowed to
God, that he would never again keep
company in that manner, nor drink a
health while he lived, and he mofit re-

Ligioufly obferved his vow.

This wrought an entire change on
him: he now entirely forfook all vain
company, and divided himfeif between
the duties of religion, and the ftudies of
his profeflion; in the former he was fo
regular, that for 36 years time, he never
once failed going to churchon thel.ord’s
day; this obfervation he made when an
aguc interrupted that conftant courfe,
and he refleted on it, as an acknow-
ledginent of God’s great goodnefs to

B g him,
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him, in fo long a continuance of his
health.

Not fatisfied with the law books then
publifhed, but refolved to take things
from the fountain head, he was very di-
ligent in fearching records, and with
colleCtions out of the books he read,
together with his own learned obferva-
tions, he made a moft valuable commmon
place book. He was early taken notice
of by the Attorney General Noy, who
dire¢ted him in his ftudies, and ad-
mitted him to fuch an intimacy, that he
was called by many Young Noy. The
great and learned Mr. Sclden alfo {foon
found him out, and took {uch a Liking
to hun, that he not only lived in great
fricndthip with him, but made him one
of his executors.  Mr. Selden put him
upon a more cnlarged purfuit of learn-
ing, which he had before confined to his

own
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own profeflion; fo that he arrived in
time to a confiderable knowledge of the
civil Iaw, in arithmetic, algebra, and
other mathematical {ciences, as well as
in phyfic, anatomy, and {urgery. Ie
- was- alfo converfant in experimental
philofophy, and other branches of phi-
lofophical  learning; and in ancient
hiftory and chronology. But above all,
he {fecemed to have made divinity his
chief {tudy, {o that thole who read
what he has written-upon theological
queftions, might be inclined to think,
that he had ftudied nothing elfe. < It
i1s incredible, {ays Dr. Burnet, that one
man in no great compafs of ycars
thould have acquired {uch a variety of
knowledge, and that, in fciences which
requirc much leifure and application.
But as his parts were quick, and his
apprchenfion lively, his memory great,
and his judgment ftrong, fo his indui-

B 6 try
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try was almoft indefatigable. He rofe al~
ways betimes in the morning ; wasnever
1dle; fcarce ever held any difcourfe
about news, except with fome few In
whom he entirely confided. He enter-
cd Into no correfpondence by letters,
except about neceflary bufinefs, or mat-
ters of learning, and {pent very little
time 1n eating and drinking, for as he
never went to public feafts, fo he gave
no entertainments but to the poor. He
followed our Saviour’s direction of feaft-
ing none but thefe literally; and in
cating and drinking, he obferved not
only grecat plainnefs and moderation,
but lived {fo philofophically that he al-
ways ended his meal with an appctite;;
by which he not only loft little time
when he dined, but was fit for any cx-
crcife of the mind immediately after.
By thefe mcans he gained a great deal
of time, which others for the moft part
wafle unprofitably.” e
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He took a ftriét account of his time,
of which the reader will beft judge by
the following{cheme he drew fora diary,
and which thews, by the imperfection of
the wording of them, theéy were only
intended fcr his privacies; they arc here
fet down with the fimplicity in which
he writ for his private ufe.

MORNING.

1. To lift up the heart to God in
thankfulnefs for renewing my life.

2. To renew my covenant with God
in Chrift. 1ft. By rencwed aéts of
faith, receiving Chrift, and rejoicing in
the height of that relation. 2. Refolu-
tion of becing one of his people doing
allegiance.

3. Adoration and prayecr.

4. Setting a watch over my own in-
firmities
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firmities and paflions, over the fnares
laid in our way. Perimus licitis.

DAY EMPLOYMENT.

‘There muft be an employment, two
kinds. 1. Our ordinary calling to
ferve God init. < It is a fervice to
God, though never fo mean.”” Colo/. 3.
Here faithfulnefs, diligence, chearful-
ncfs. Not to overlay mylelf with more

bufinefs than 1 can bear.

Our {piritual employments: mingle
fomewhat of God’s immediate fervice in

this day.

REFRESHMENTS.

1. Mecat and drink, moderation fea-
{foned with fomewhat of God.

2. Recereations, 1. Not our bufinefs.
2. Suitable. INo gamecs, if given to

covetouinefs or paflion.
[ IFr
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I F A L O N E.

1. Beware of wandering, vain, luft-
ful thoughts; fly from thyfelf rather
than entertain thefe.

2. Letthy folitary thoughts be pro-
fitable ; view the evidences of thy fal-
vation, the ftate of thy foul, the coming
of Chrift, thy own mortality, it wili
make thee humble and watchful.

C OMP AN Y.

Do good to them. Ufe God’s name
reverently. Beware of leaving an 1ill
impreflion of 1l example. Receive
good from them if more knowing.

EV ENTITIN G.

Caft up the accounts of the day. If
ought be amifs, beg pardon. Gather
rcfolution of more vigilance. It well,

| blefs
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blefs the mercy and grace of God that
hath fupported thee.

Our author pafling from the extreme
of vanity in his drefs, to that of neg-
leCting himfelf too much, was once
taken by a prefs-gang, as a perfon fit
for the king’s {ervice; for he was a
firong and a well-built man; but fome
coming by that knew him, and giving
notice who he was, the prefs-men let
him go. This made him return to
inore decency in his cloaths, but never
to any {uperfluity or vanity in them,

Once as he was buying {ome cloth
for a fuit of cloaths, the draper, with
whom he differed about the price, told
him, he thould have it for nothing if he
would promifc him an hundred pounds
when he camne to be Lord Chief Juftice
of Iingland; to which he anfwered,

That
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That he could not with a good con-
{cience wear any man’s cloth, unlefs he
paid for it ; fo he paid the draper his
price, and carried away the cloth ; yet
the draper lived to fee him advanced to
that dignity.

Soime time before the civil wars broke
out, he was called to the bar, and began
to make a figure in the world; but
upon their breaking out, obferving how
difficult it was to preferve his integrity,
and yet hive fecurely, he refolved to fol-
low thofe two rules of Pomponius At-
ticus, whom he propofed to himficlf as
a pattern, viz. *“ To engage in no fac-
tion, nor meddle in public bufinefs,
and conftantly to relicve and favour
thofe that were loweft.”” He often re-
lieved the royalifts in their neceflities,
which fo ingratiated him with them,

that he was generally employed by them.
He
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He was one of the counfel to the Earl
of Strafford, Archbithop Laud, and
King Charles; as alfo to the Duke of
Hamilton, the Earl of Holland, the
Lord Capel, and the Lord Craven.
But being efteemed a plain honeft man,
and of great knowledge in the law, he
was entertained by both parties. 1In
1643, he took the covenant, and ap-
peared {everal times with other lay per-

fons among the aflembly of divines.
He was then in great efteem with the

Parliament, and employed by them i1n
feveral affairs for his counfel, particu-
larly in the reducion of the garrifon at
Oxford ; being, as a lawyer, added to
the commiflioners named by the Parhia-
ment, to treat with thofe appointcd by
the King. In that capacity he did good
{ervice, by advifing them, efpecially Ge-
neral Fairfax, to preferve that famous
feat of lcarning from ruin. Afterwards,

though
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though he was grieved at Charles’s
death, he took the oath called the En-
gagement; and, on the 20th of January,
1657-2, was one of thofe appointed to
confider of the reformation of the law;
and Cromwell knowing his great abili-
ties, never left importuning him, till
he accepted of the place of one of the
Juftices of the Common Bench, for
which purpofe he was made Serjeant at
Law, on January 25, 1653~4. Inthat
ftation he acted with integrity and Couw
rage. He had at firft great fcruples
concerning the. authority under which
he was to alt: and after having gonc
two or three circuits, he refufed to fit any
more on the crown {fide. When Crom-
well died, he excufed himfelf from ac-
cep:ing the mourning that was {ent him,
and alfo refufed the commiflion offered
him by Richard. He did not f{it in
Cromwecll’s fccond Parliament in 1656,

but
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but 1n Richard’s, which met in January,
1658-9, he was one of the Burgefles for
the Univerfity of Oxford. In the Heal-
ing Parliament in 1660, which recalled
King Charles II. he was elected one of
the: Knights for the county of Glou-
cefter, and moved that a committee
might be appointed to look into the
propofitions that had been made, and
the conceflions that had been offered by
- Charles I. during the late war, and
from thence {uch propofitions might be
digefted, as they fhould think fit, to
be {fent over to the King at Breda. The
King upon his return recalled him in
June to the degrce of Serjeant at Law;

and upon {ettling the Courts in Weftmin-
{fter Hall, conftituted him 1in November

+ Chief Baron of the Exchequer. When
the Lord Clarendon dclivered him his
commiflion, he told him, that < If the
King could have found out an honefter

and
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and fitter man for that employment, he
would not have advanced him to it; and
that he had therefore preferred him,
becaufe he knew none that deferved it {o
well.”” It is ufual for perfons {o pro-
moted to be Knighted, but he defired
to avoid having that honour done him;
which the Lord Chancellor obferving,
{ent for him upon bufinefs one day, when
the King was at his houfe, and told his
Majefty there was his modeft Chief
Baron ; upon which, he was unexpected-
ly Knighted.

He continued eleven years in that
place, managing the court with fingular
juftice. It was obferved by the whole
nation how much he raifed the reputa-
tion and practice of i1it; and thofc
who held places 1n 1t could declare
not only the impartiality of his jultice,
but his generofity, his vaft diligence,

and
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and his great exactnefs in trials. ‘This
gave occafion to the only complaint
ever made of him, ¢ that he did not
difpatch matters quick enough.”” But
the great care he uled to put fuitstoa
jﬁf’c and final end, made him flower in
deciding them,—Ifo that caufes tried be-
fore hun were {feldom, if ever, tried

again.

Nor did his adminiftration of juftice
lie only 1n that court: he was one of the
principal Judges that fat in Clifford’sInn,
about the {ettling the difference between
landlord and tenant, after the dreadful
fire of London; he was the firft that
offered his {ervice for accommodating
all differcnces that might arife about re-
building it, and he acquitted himiclf to
the fatisfaction of all perfons concerned :
{o that the fudden and quict building of
the city, was in no finall meafure duce to

the
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the great care of Sir Matthew Hale and
Sir Orlando Bridgeman (then Lord Chief
Juftice of the Common Pleas, and after-
wards Lord Keeper of the Great Seal),and
the judgment they fhewed 1n that affair ;
fince withou? the rules then laid down,
there might have followed {uch an end-
lefs train of wvexatious fuits, as might
have been little lefs chargeable than
the fire itfelf. Without detracting from
others, it muft bé acknowledged that he
was the moit inftrumental 1n that great
work, for he firft, by way of fcheme,
contrived the rules upon which he and
the reft afterwards proceeded; to.which
his great readinefs 1in arithmetic, and-
his 1kill 1in architeéture, contributed not
a little.

But it will not feem ftrange that a
Judge behaved himfelf as he did, who,
at the entry of his employment, et

thele
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thefe excellent rules to himfelf, which
are copiled from his own hand writing.

THINGS NECESSARY TO BE HAD IN
 CONTINUAL REMEMBRANCE.

1. That in the adminiftration of jui-
tice, I am intrufted for God, the King
and country; and therefore,

2. That it be done, 1. Uprightly.
2. Deliberately. 3. Refolutely.

3. That I reft not upon mine own
underftanding or ftrength, but implore

and reft upon the direction and ftrength
of God.

4. That in the execution of jufltice,
I carcfully lay afide my own paffions,
and not give way to them, however
provoked.

5. That I may be wholly intent upon
the bufinefs I am about, remitting all
other cares and thoughts as unfcafon-

able and interruptions.
6. That
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6. That I fuffer not myfelf to be pre-
poflefled with any judgment at all, ’till

the whole bufinefs, and both parties
be heard. |

=. That T never engage mylfelf 1n
the beginning of any caufe, but referve

myfelf unprejudiced ’till the whole be
heard.

8. That in bufinefs capital, though
my nature prompt me to pity ; yet to
confider, that there is a juftice due to
my country.

9. That I be not too rigid in matters
purely conicientious, where all the harm
is diverfity of judgiment.

yo. That I be not biafied with com-

paflion to the poor, or favour to the
rich, 1n point of juftice.

C 1, Thar
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11. That the popular, or court ap-
plaufe, or diftafte, have no influence into
any thing 1 do in point of diftributing
of juftice.

12. Not to be {olicitous what men
will {ay or think, fo long as I keep my-
felf exactly according to the rule of
juftice.

13. If 1n criminals it be a meafuring
caft, to incline to mercy and acquittal.

14. In criminals that confift merely
in words, when no harm enfues, mode-
ration 1s no injuftice.

15. In criminals of blood, if the
falt be cvident, {everity is juftice.

16. To abhor all private f{olicitations,
of what kind foever, and by whomio-
cver, 1n matters depending.

17. To
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17. To charge my fervants, 1. Not
to interpofe in any bufinefs whatfoever,
2. Not to take more than their known
fees. 3. Not to give any undue prece-
dence to caufes. 4. Not to recommend

council.

1 8. To be fhort and {paring at meals,
that I may be the fitter for bufincfs.

He would never receive private ad-
drefles or rccommendations from the
orcateft perfons in any matter in which
juftice was concerned. One of the firft
Peers 1n England went once to his
chamber, and told him, < That having
a {uit in law to be tried before him, he
was then to acquaint him with it, that
he might the better underftand it, when
it fhould come to be heard in court.””
Upon which the Lord Chief Baron in-
terrupted him, and faid, < He did not

C 2 dcal
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deal fairly to come to his chamber about
fuch affairs, for he never received any in-
formation of caufes but in open court,
where both parties were to be heard
alike;’’ {o he would not {fuffer his Grace
to go on; {o that the Duke went away
very much diffatisfied, and complained
of it to the King as a rudene{s that was
not to be endured.

But his Majefty bid him content him-
felf that he was not worfe ufed, and
faid, ¢ He wverily believed he would
have ufed himifelf no better, if he had
gone to folicit him in any of his own
caufes.”

Another inftance occurred; in onc
of his circuits, which alfo lowed from

his exaétnels to the rules he had fet
hunielf.



SIR MATTHEW HALE. 2z

A gentleman had fent him a buck
for his table, that had a trial at the
aflizes ; fo when he heard his name, he
afked, ¢ If he was not the {ame perfon
who had fent him venifon?”’ and
finding he was the fame, told him, * he
could not fuffer the trial to go on, till
he had paid him for his buck:”” To
which the gentleman an{wered, “ That
he never fold his venifon, and that he
had done nothing to him, which he did
not do to every Judge that had gone
that circuit;’’” which was confirmed by
feveral gentlemen then prefent : but all
would not do, for the Lord Chief Baron
had learned from Solomon, that ¢ A4

gift perverteth the ways of judgment;’’
and therefore, he would not {uffer the
trial to go on till he had paid for the
prefent; upon which the gentleman
withdrew the record. And at Salitbury,
the Dean and Chapter of that City

C 3 having,
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having, according to cuftom, prefented

- bhim with fix {fugar-loaves in his circuit,

" he made his fervants pay for the fugar
before he would try their caufe. ~ Of the
{trength and fulnefs of his afguments
we have the following inftance. Whon
he was counfel for Lord Craven, he
pleaded with that force or argument,
that the then Attorney General, Edmund
Prideaux, threatened him for appearing
axainft the government: to whom
he anfwered, ¢ e was pleading in
defence of thofe laws, which they de-
clared they would maintainand preferve,
and he was doing his duty to his c¢lient,
fo that he was not to be daunted with
threatenings.”’

Sir Matthew Hale continued in his
office of Liord Chief Baron till the 1 8th
of May, 1671, when, on the dcath of
the Loord Chicf Juftice, he was promoted

to
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to that honour. And here he {pent the
reft of his public life and employment :
but about four years and a half after
his advancement, he, who had hitherto
enjoyed a firm and vigorous health, to
which his great temperance, and the
equality of his mind, did not a little
conduce, was on a {udden brought very
low by an inflammation in his midriff,
which in two days broke the conftitution
of his health to fuch a degree, that he
never recovered it: he became fo afth-
matical, that with great difhiculty he
could {etch his breath, that determined
i a dropfy, of which he afterwards
died. He underftood phyfic fo well,
that confidering his age, he concluded
his diltemper muft carry him ofl in a
little time ; and he thercfore refolved to
have forne of the Iaft months of his
life to himfelf, that peing freed {rom all
worldly cares, he might be preparing for

C a his



52 THE LIFE OF

his change ; he was alfo fo much dif-
abled in his body, that he could hardly,
though fupported by his fervants, walk
through Weftminfter-Hall, or endure
the toil of bufinefs : he had been a long
rime wearled with the diftrations that
his employment had brought on him,
and his profeffion was beccome ungrate-
ful to him; he loved to apply himfelf
wholly to better purpofes, as will ap-
pear by the following paper, which he
wrote on this fubjedt,

1. If I confider the bufinefs of my
profeflion, whether as an Advocate, or
a Judge, 1t 1s true, I do acknowledge, by
the inftitution of Almighty God, and
the difpenfation of his providence, I am
bound to induftry and fidelity in it: and
as 1t 1s an act of obedience unto his will,
it carries with it fomething of religious
duty, and I may, and do take comfort

n
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in it, and expectareward of my obedience
to him, and the good that I do"to man-
kind therein, from the bounty and be-
neficence, and promife of Almighty
God; and it 1s true alfo, that without
fuch employments, civil focieties cannot
be fupported, and great good redounds
to mankind from them, and in thofe re~
{pects, the confcioufnefs of myown induf-
try, fidelity and integrity inthem isa great
comfort and fatisfation to me. But yet
this I muftf{ay concerning thefe employ-
ments, confidered {imply in themf{elves,
that they are very full of cares, anxieties,
and perturbations.

2. That though they are beneficial
to others, yet they are of the leaft bene-
fit to him that 1s employed in them.

3. That they do neceflarily involve
the party, whofe office it 1s, 1In great
dangers, difficulties, and calumnies.

C g 4. That
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4. That they only ferve for the meri-
dian of life, which is fthort and uncer-

tain.

5. That though it be my duty faithfully
to {erve in them, while I am called to
them, and till T am duly called from
them, yet they are great confumers of the
little time we have here, which, as it
fcems to me, might be better {pent in
a pious contemplative life, and a due
proviiﬁon_ for eternity : I do not know
a better temporal employment than
Martha had, in teftifying her love and
duty to our Saviour, by making provifion
for him; yet our Lord tclls her, that
though fhe was troubled about many
things, there was only one.thing necef-
fary, and Mary had chofen the better
part. | |

By this the rcader will fee that he
continued 1n his ftation upon r.o other
con-
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confideration, but the being {et 1n it by
the Providence of God, he judged he
could not abandon the poft which was
afligned him, without preferring his
own private inclination to the choice
God had made for him : but now that
fame Providence having, by this great
diftemper, difengaged him from the
obligation of holding a place, which he
was no longer able to difcharge, he re-
folved to refign it: this was no {ooner
furmifed abroad, than it drew upon him
the importunities of his friends, and
the clamour of the whole town, to di-
vert him from it, but to no purpofe: fo
that he made applications to his Majefty
for his writ of eafe, which the King was
very unwilling to grant him, and offered
to let him hold his place ftill (he doing
what bufinefs he could in his chamber);
but he faid, * IHe could not with a good
confcience continue In it, {ince he was

C 6 no
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no longer able to difcharge the duties
belonging to it.”

His Majefty deferred granting his
requeft as long as poffible ; but at laft,
having wearicd himfelf, and all his
friends, with his importunate defires, and
osrowing fenf{ibly weaker in body, he
formally {urrendered his office the 21{t
of February, 28 Car. 1675-6. He had
now nothing to do, but to prepare for
that change which 1s equally the lot of
all human beings; he retired home with
chearfulnefs, and calling all his fervants
of office together, difmifled them with
confiderable prefents. He lived only
to the December following ; but all the
time was {o ill, no hopes were given of
his recovery ; he ftill continued to re-
tire often, both for his devotion and
ftudies. At laft, as the winter came
oi, he faw, with great joy, his deliver-

ance
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ance approaching; for befides being
weary of the world, and his longings
for the bleflings of another ftate, his
pains {o increafed, that no patience in-
fcrior to his could have borne them {o
meckly; yet he exprefled to the laft
{fuch {ubmiffion to the will of God, and
fuch an equal temper under his afilic~
tions, that it was vifible, what mighty
cffeéts his philofophy and Chriftianity
had on him, in {upporting him under.
{uch a heavy and grievous load.

Not long before his death, the mi-
nifter told him, « There was to be a
facrament next Sunday at church, but
he believed he could not come and par-
take of it; therefore he would give it
to him in his own houfe ;”’ but he an-
{fwered, ¢ No, his heavenly Father had
preparcd a feaft for him, and he would

o0 to his Father’s houfe and partake of
1t,”’
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it,”’ which he, with the help of his fer-
vants, did.

'He had {ome prefages of his death,
for he {aid, if he did not die on a cer-
tain day, viz. 25th of November, he
thould furvive a month longer; and he
dicd that day month.

His reafon was continued to him to
the laft moments—He died in peace,
having no {ftrugglings, nor any {feeming
pangs in his laft moments. He was
buried the 4th of January, in the church-
yard, at Alderly, with his anceftors.—
He ufed to fay, that ¢ the churches
were made for the living, and the
church-yards for the dead. His monu-
ment was, like himfelf, decent and plain.
The tomb-ftonc was black marble, and
the fides were black and white marble,
upon which he ordered this humble
infcription to be made.

L Fl:c
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Hic inbumatur corpus
Matthetr Hale, Adilitis ;
Roberti Hale, ¢# Joannae
Uxoris ejus, Filil wnicz.
Nat: in hac parockia de
Alderly, primo dre Novembris,:

Anno Deomini 1609.
Denat: vero Lbidem vicefimo
quinto dre Deccnbris,
Aiznng Dom. 1676.

ZEtatis fux LLXVII,

‘ |

f"'

Having thus purfued this great man
through the principal events of his life,

and brought him to

“ 'That undifcovered country
“ I'rom whofe bourn no traveller returns ;°*

We fhall enlarge a little more upon
lhiis character and virtues. He rofe al-

ways carly; loved to walk abroad. THe
had a great vivacity of fancy, as ap-
pearcd by his inclination to poctry, and

the lively Hluftrations, and tender {trains
1N
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in his contemplations; but he looked
upon eloquence and wit as things to be
ufed very chaftely in ferious matters,
and therefore was an enemy to all elo-
quence and rhetoric in pleading; he
faid, « If a Judge or Jury had a right
underftanding, 1t fignified nothing but
a walte of time and loft words ; and if
they were weak, and eafily wrought on,
it was a more decent way of corrupting
them, by bribing their fancies, and
biafling their affections.” But where
a decent eloguence was allowable,
Judge Hale knew how to have excelled
as much as any, either in illuftrating
his 1cafons, by proper and well pur-
fued fimilies, or by fuch tender expref-
fions, as might work moft on the affec-
tions ; fo that the Lord Chancellor faid,
““ Fle was the greateft orator he had
known’—for though his words came
not fluently from him, yet when they
were out, they wcere as fignificant

and
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and expreflive, as the matter could
bear. He was a devout Chriftian, and
a fincere proteftant ; moderate towards
diffenters, and juft to thofe with whom
he diftered moft; which appeared by
the care he took of preferving the
Quakers from the mifchief they were
cxpofed to, by declaring thelr marriages
void, and baftardizing thelr children ;
but he confidered marriage and fuccef-
fion as a right of nature, froom which
nonc ought to be barred. He conftantly
worfhipped God in his family. Hehada
foul enlarged above the mean appetite
of loving moncy—he commonly remit-
ted half his fee to thofe who came on or-
dinary matters to afk his advice ;- and
would never undertake any unjuft caufe.
He laid afide a tenth of.all he got for
the poor, to whom he was an affection-
ate and liberal benefactor. If he met
with any common beggars, he would

{fend

\
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{end them into the fields to pick ftones,
and lay them in a heap, for which he paid
them well ;: he would then fend his cart,
and order his fervants to mend {uch parts
of the road as were bad with them. He
loved building much, becaule 1t em-
ployed many poor people. He wasa
ogentle Jandlord, and ever ready upon
jult complaints to any reafonable abate~
ment, for he was merciful as well ag
righteous.

As he thought it unjuft to offer bad
money, he always laid 1t afide; fo that
having colleCted a pretty large heap, it
attracted the notice of fome thieves,
who broke into his chamber and flole it,
thinking they had a prize. Sir Matthew
ufed to tell this ftory with fome plea-
{ure, to think how they found themielves
deceived, when they perceived what kind

of booty they had fallen on.
His



SIR MATTHEW HALE. a3

- His curious and rare collection of books
and manufcripts, which he was ncar
40 years 11 colleéting, and which coft him
near fiftcen hundred pounds, he left to
the Society of Lincoln's Inn; he calls it
in his will, “ a treafure worth having
and keeping, and not for every man’s
View.”’

IHe was of a moft tender and com-
paflionate nature, and when . he pro-
nounced {fentence of death, which veas
what went moft againft his grain, his
{peeches to the prifoners were fo weighty,
{ferious, and devout, that many ufed
to {fay they hcard very fcw {uch fer-
mons.

11s  mercifulnefs extended to his
beafls ; and when his borfes grew old, he
would rot {uffer them to be overworked
or {old; nor his dogs to be killed or

loft, He
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He was a great encourager of all young
perfons he faw followed their books di-
ligently ; to whom he would give direc~
tions concerning their ftudy, with a hu-
manity and {weetnefs, that endeared all
who knew him. He was free in dif-
courfe, and commonly fixed on fome
ufeful topic, and loved in the evening to
enjoy his friends.

Having loft one of his fons, whofe
death had fome grievous circumftances
in it; a friend coendoling him on it, he
faid to him,  Thofe were the effeéis of
biving long s firch muft look to fee many fad
and unacceptable things,”

He had a generous and noble idea of
God in his mind, and this he found

above all other confiderations to preferve

his quict; and fo cftablifhed was 1t in
him,
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him, that no accidents, however {udden,
were obferved to difcompofe him.

He was twice married, firft to Ann,
daughter of Sir Henry More, of Ilay,
in Berkihire, by whomr he had ten
children. He outlived them all; except
his eldeft daughter and youngeceft fon:
and fecondly to Ann, daughter to Mr.
Jofeph Bifthop, of Berkfhire, by whom
he had no ifiue.

We fhall now conclude this hiftory of
his life and character with the {fentiments
of the following writers.

« He was (fays Mr. North) a man
of great learning in the hiftory, law,
and records of the Englifh conftitution;
an upright Judge, and allowed on all

hands to be the moft profound lawyer of
his
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his time.”—R. Baxter gives this cha=
racter of him: “ He was an unwearied
{ftudent, a prudent man, a {olid philofo-
pher, a famous lawyer, the pillar and
bafis of juftice, the ornament of his
Majefty’s government, and honour of
England; the higheft faculty of the {foul
at Weftminfter Hall, and pattern to all
the reverend and honourable Judges, a
godly, ferious, and practical Chriftian,
a lover of goodnefs, and all good men;
a great contemmner of riches, pomp, and
vanity of the world, a pattern of honefl

plainnefs and humility, &c.”

As he was honoured while he lived,
fo he was lamented when he died, and
the following charater, drawn by Bifhop
Burnet, will be thought a juft inferip-
tion to his memory ; though his modefty
{forbid any fuch to be put on his toinb.

« P.FIIJ'LT
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“ THAT HEL WAS ONE OF THE GREAT=
EST PATTERNS THIS AGE HAS AFFORD=-
ED, WHETHER IN HIS PRIVATE DE-
PORTMENT, AS A CHRISTIAN, OR IN
HIS PUBLIC EMPLOYMENTS, EITHER
AT THE BAR, OR ON THE BENCH.”’
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SIR MATTHEW HALE'’s

E PI S TUL E S

TO HTIS

CHILDZRZE N,

EPISTI.E tue FIRST.

g B T TP F o Rl I Rl et s gyt e 1o =

AR CHILDREN,

225y Intended to have been at Al-

VAR % deily this Whitfuntide, defir-
p = ous to renew thoie counfels

-5y
and advices winenh I have often given you,

i order to your greateft concernment ;
naumely, the everlaflting good and wellare
of vour {ouls hereatter, and the due or-
deriing of vour lives and converfations
here.

1> And
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And although young people are apt,
through their own indi{cretion, or the ill
advice of others, to think thefe kind of
entertainments but dry and empty mat-
ters, and the morofe and needlefs inter—
pofitions of old men : yet give him leave
to tell you, that very well knows what
he fays, thefe things are of more im-
portance and concernment to you, than
external gifts and bounties; wherein,
neverthelefs, I have not been wanting to
you according to my ability.

This was my intention in this journcy ;
and though I have been difappointed
thercin, yet I thought good, by letters
and meflages, to do {fomething that
might be done that way for your benefit,
that 1 had otherwife intended to have
done for your perfon.

Aflurc
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Aflure yourfel{res therefore, and be-
lieve it from one that knows what he fays,
from one that necither can have any rea-
fon or end to deceive you, that the beft
gift I can give you, is good counfel 5 and
the beft counfel I can give you, 1s that
which relates to your greatelt 1mport
and concernment; namely, religion.

And thercfore, f{ince I cannot, at
this time, deliver 1t to you in perion, I
fhall do it by this letter; wherein I fhall
not be very large, but keep my{elf with-
in the bounds proper for a letter ; and
thofe things only, at this time, which
may be moft ol prefent ufe and moment
to you: and by your due obicrvance to
thefe directions, I fhall have a good cha-
racter both of your dutitulnefs to God,
your obedicnce to your father, and alto
of your dilcretion and prudence; for 1t
1s moft certain, that as rchigion 1s the
beft means to advance and rectify bu-

1) » mai
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man nature, fo no man fhall be either
truly wife, or truly happy without 1,
and the love of it; no, not in this life,
much lefs in that which is to come.

1. Therefore every morning and even-
ing, upon your knees, humbly commend
yourfelves to Almighty God in prayer,
begging his mercy to pardon your fins,
his grace to direct you, his providence
to protect you ; returning him humble
thanks for all his difpen{ations towards.
you; yea, even for his very corrections
and afHictions, Intreating him to give
you wifdom and grace, to make a {ober,
paticnt, humble, profitable ufe of them ;
and in his due time, to dcliver you from
them ; concluding your prayers with the
YLord’s prayer. This will be a certain
means to bring your mind into a right
framc; to procure you comfort and
blefling, and to prevent thoufands of in-

COIlw
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conveniences and mifchiefs, to which
you will be otherwife {fubjected.

2. Every morning read f{erioufly and
reverently a portion of the holy fcrip-
ture, and acquaint yourfelf with the hii-
tory and do&rine thereof: it is a book
full of light and wifdom, will make you
wife to eternal life, and furnifh you with
directions and principles, to guide and
order your life {fafely and prudently.

3. Conclude every evening with read-
ing fome part of the {cripture and
prayer in your family.

4. Be {rict and religious obfervers
of the Lord’s day; refort to your parifh
church twice that day, if your hcalth
will permit, and artend diligently and
reverently to the public prayers and fer-
mons ; he cannot reafonably expest a

D 3 blefling
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blefling from God the reft of the week,
that neglects his duty to God, in the
due confecration of this day to the {pe-
cial {fervice and duty of God, which this
day requircs.

5. Receive the facrament, at lecaft,
three times in the year, and oftner as
there is occafion, in your parith church.
The laws ot the land require this, and
the law of your Saviour requires it, and
the law of duty and gratitude requires
it of you. Prepare yourfelves ferioufly
for this {ervice beforehand, and perform
it with reverence and thankfulnefs: the
neglect of this duty procures great in-
convenicnce and ftrangenefs ; and com-
monly the necglect hereof arifeth from
fome conceited opinion that pcople 1n-
confiderately take up; but moft ordina-
rily from a fluggithnefs of mind, and an

Ul
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unwillingnefs to fit and prepare the
mind for it; or to leave fome {inful and
vain courfe that men are not willing to
leave, and yet condemn themfelves in
the practice of it.

6. Beware of thofe who go about to fe-
duce you from that religion wherein you
have been brought up hitherto ; namely,
the true proteftant rcligion: it 1s not
unknown to any that obferves the ftate
of things in the world, how many er-
roncous religionsare {cattered abroad in
the world ; and how induftrious men of
falfe perfuafions are to make profelytes.
There are Antinomians, Quakers, Ana-
baptifts, and divers others that go about
to miflead themfelves and others ; nay,
although the laws of this kingdom, and
efpecially the flatute of the 23 Eliz.
cap. I. have inflicted the fevereft penal-

D 4 ty
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ty upon thofe that go about to with-
draw perfons to the Romifh religion,
from the religion eftablifhed in England,
as any man that reads the ftatute may
find: yet there are fcattered up and
down the world divers factors and
acents, that, under feveral difguifes and
pretences, endeavour the perverting of
weak and eafy perfons; take heed of all
fuch perfuaders. And that you may
know and obferve the better, you fhall
ever find thefe artifices practifed by
them: 1. They will ufe all flattering ap-
plications and infinuations to bemafter of
your humour, and when they have gotten
that advantage, they that {cem before to
ferve you, will then command you. 2.
‘They will ufe all pofiible fkill to raife
" in you jealoufy and diflike towards thofe
who may otherwife continue and keep
you in the truth; as to raife diflike 1n

you
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you againit your minifter ; nay, rather
than fail, to raife diffention among re-
lations ; yea, to caft jealoufies and fur-
mifes among them, if it may be inftru-
mental to corrupt them. 3. They will
“endeavour to withdraw people from the
public miniftry of God’s word, cncou-
rage men to f{light and neglect it: and
when they have once effected this, they
have a fair opportunity to infufe their
own corrupt principles. 4. They will
engage you, by fome means or other,
to them; either by fome real, but moft
ordinarily by {ome pretended kind-
nefs or familiarity ; that in a little time,
you {hall not dare to difpleafe them;
you muft do and {pecak what thecy will
have you, becaufe fome way or other
you are entangled with them, or en-
gagcd to them ; and then they become
your governors, and you will not darc
to difobey them.

D g Thele
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Thefe are fome of thofe artifices
whercby crafty and {ubtle {feducers gain
profclytes, and bring men under capti-
VIty.

7. Be very careful to modecerate your
paflions, efpecially of choler and anger ;
it 1nflames the blood, difordcrs the
brain, and, for a time, cxterminates not
only religion, but common recafon; it
puts the mind into confufion, and
throws wildfire into the tongue, whereby
men give others advantage againit
them ; it renders a man incapable of
doing his duty to GGod, and puts a man
upon acts of violence, unrighteoufnefs,
and injuftice tomen : therefore keep your
paffions under difcipline, and under as
ftrict a chain as you would keép an un-
ruly curft mathift ; look to it, that you
cive it not too much linc at firft.  But
if it hath gotten any fire within you,

quench
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quench it prefently, with confideration,
and let it not break out into paffionate
or unruly words and actions ; but what-
ever you do, let it not gangrenc 1nto
malice, envy, or {pite.

8. Send your children ecarly to learn
their catechilm, that they take in the
truc principles of religion betimes,
which may grow up with them, and ha-
bituate them both to the knowledge and
pratice of it ; that they inay elcapc the
danger of corruption by error or vice,
being antecedently {cafoned with better
principles.

9. Receive the bleflings of God with
very much thankfulnefs to him, for he
is the root and fountain of all the good
vou do, or can reccerve.

D6 10. Dear
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10. Bear all afiflictions and croffes
patiently ; it is your duty, for afllitions
come not from the duft. The great
God of heaven and carth is he that {fends
thefe meflengers to you, though poilibly
evil occurrence niay be the immediate
inftruments of them: you owe to Al-
mighty God an infinite {ubjcction and
obedience, and to expoftulate with him,
1s rebellion ; and-as it is your duty, fo it
1s your wifdom, and your prudence:
impatience will not difcharge your yoke,
but 1t will make 1t gall the worfe, and

{it the harder.

11. Learn not only patience under
yvour affliltions, but alfo profitably to
improve them to your foul’s good ; lcarn
by them how vain and unprofitable the
world, and thc pleafures thereof, are,
that a fharp, or a lingering ficknefs

renders utterly taftelefs.  Learn how
vain
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vain and weak a thing human nature
is, which is pulled down to the gates of
death, and cloathed with rottennels and
corruption, by a lLittle diforder in the
blood, in a nerve, 1in a vein, i1 an ar-
tery. And fince we have fo little hold
of a temporal life, which is fhaken and
fhattered by any {mall occurrence, ac-
cident, or diftemper: learn to lay hold
on eterngl life, and of that covenant of
pecace and falvation, which Chrift hath

bought for all that believe, and obcy
the gofpel of peace and {alvation: there

fhall be no death, no ficknefs, no pain,
no weaknefs, but a {tate of unchange-
able, and everlafting happinefs: and if
you thus improve afflitions, you arc
gainers by 1t; and moft certain it is,
that there 1s no more probable way
under heaven to be delivered from afflic-
tien, 1if the wife God {ce 1t {it, than
thus to 1mprove it; for affliction 1s a

mcilenger,



6z SIR M. HALE’s EPISTLES.

meflenger, and the rod hath a voice;
and that 1s, to require mankind to be
the more patient, and the more humble,
and the more to acknowledge Almighty
God in all our ways : and if men liften to
this voice of the rod, and conform to it,
the rod hath done his errand ; and will
cither leave a man, or at leaft give a
man fingular comfort, even under the
fharpeft affiction; and this affifzion
which 15 but for a moment, thus zmproved,
will work jfor us an exceeding and cievnal

weight of glovy.

12. Reverence your minifter; heis

a wife, and a good man, and one that
loves you, and has a tender care and
refpect for you:- do not grieve him
cither by neglect or difrefpect. Aflure
yourlclves, if there be any perfon that
{ets any of you againft him, or provokes
or cncourageth any of you to defpife or
neglect
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negle¢t him, that perfon, whoever he
be, loves not you, nor the office he
bears; and therefore, as the laws of
the land, and the Divine Providence,
hath placed him at Alderly, to have
a care of your fouls; fo I muit tell
you, I do expelt you fhould reve-
rence and honour him for his own, for
your, and for his office fake.

And now I have written this long
FEpiftle to you, to perform that oflice for
me, that I fhould have done in perfon,
if I could have taken this journcy.
The Epifile is long, but it had been
longer had I had more time, -And al-
though perchance {fome there be 1n the
world, that, when théy hear of it, will
interpret it to be but the excurfions and
morofc rules of old age, unncceflary, and
fuch as might have been fpared ; yer, 1

am perfuaded, 1t will find better accep-
tation

nid
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tation from you that are my children.
I am now on the fhady {ide of three-
{core years; I write to you what you
have often heard me in fubftance fpeak :
and poflibly when I fhall leave this world,
you will want {fuch a remembrancer as I
have been toyou. 'The words that I now,
~and at former times have written to
you, are words of truth and fobernefs;
and words and advices that proceed
~from a heart full of love and affeétion
to you all. If 1 fhould fee you do
amifs 1n any thing, and fthould not re-
prove you; or, if I fhould find you
wanting counfel and direltion, and
fthould not give it you; I fhould not
perform the truft of a father; and, if
you fhould not thankfully receive it, you
would be fomewhat defective in  the
duty you owe to God, and me, as
children. As 1 have never {pared my

purfe to {upply you according to my

abilitics,
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abilities, and the reafonablenefs of oc-
cafions; fo 1 have never been wanting
to you in good and prudent counfels ;
and the God of Heaven give you wil~
dom, conftancy, and fidelity in the ob-
{ervance of them. |

I am,

Your ever loving Ilather,

Moay 20. MATTHEW HALE.

EPISTLE



f&@@@mﬁm@ﬁ:ﬁﬁ? S LD PN {'@‘awh'é":ﬁ*
o st LAY L b by 4D NS L eI S SNk Bl oahe Ll

EPISTLE tue SECOND,

Concerning their Speech.

CHILDREN,

*%mff‘* Thank God I came well to Far-
I Q rington this Saturday, about five

of the clock : and becaufe I have fome
leifure time at my inn, I could not
{fpend the time more to my own
contentment, and to your benéfit, than
by my letter, to give you all good coun-
fel : the {ubje¢t whercof, at this time,
fhall be concerning {pcech; becaule
much of the good or evil that befals
peifons, doth occafionally happen Dby
the well or 1ll managing of that part of
human converfation. 1 fhall, as I have

letfure
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leifure and opportunity, at other times,
oive you my directivns concerning other
fubjedts.

And hercin I fhall advife you, firft,
how you are to entertain the {peeches of
others, according to the divers defires
thercof.  Secondly, how vou are to
imnanage and ordcr your own {peech.

1{t. Asconcerning the former, obierve
thefe directions.

1. Obferve and mark, as well as you
may, what 1s the temper and difpofi-
tions of thofe perfons whole {peeches
you hear, whether they be grave, {erious,
fober, wife, difcrect perfons; if they
be fuch, their fpeeches commonly are
like theml{elves, and will deferve your
attention and obfervation.

But
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But if they be light, impertinent, vain,
paflionatederfons, their {peech is for the
moft part according; and the beft ad-
vantage that you will gain by their
{peech, 1s but thereby to learn their dif-
pofitions, to difcern their failings, and
to make yourlelves the meore cautious
both in your converfation with them,
and in your own f{pcech and deport-
‘ment; for in the unfeemlinels of their
{peech, you may difcern and avoid the
like 1n yourlelves.

2. If any perfon, that you do not
very well know to be a perfen of truth,
{fobriety, and weight, relate firange
ftories, be not too ready or cafy to be-
licve them, nor*rcport thein after him:
and yet (unlefs he be onec of your fami-
llar acquaintance) be not {forward to
contradict him; or if the ncceflity of
the occafion require you to declare your

oplnian
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opinion of what is reported, let it be
modeftly and gently, mnot too bluntly
or coarfely; by this means, on the one
{fide,. you fhall avoid being abufed by
your too much credulity ; on the other
{ide, you fhall avoid quarrels and diftate.

3. If any man {peak any thing to the
difadvantage or reproach of oncthat is
abfent, be not too ready to believe it,
only oblerve and remember it; for it
may be, it is not true, or it is not all
true, or fome other circumftances min-
gled with 1t, which might give the bufi-
nels reported a juftification, or at leaft
an allay, an cxtenuation, or a reafonable
excufc: i mofit actions, if that which
is bad alone, or fecms to be fo, be re-
ported, omitting that which is good,
or the circumftances that nccompany'
it, any adtion may be ecafily mifre-
prelented; be not too hafty therefor,
to believe a reproach, till you know the
truth, and the whole truth. 4. It
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4. If any perfon report unto you {fome
injury done to you by another, either in
words or deeds, do not be over-hafty in
believing it, nor fuddenly angry with
the perfon {o accufed; for poflibly it
may be falfe or miftaken ; and how un-
{feemly a thing will 1t be, when your cre-
dulity and paflion carry you, upon a fup-
pofed injury, to do wrong to him that
hath done you none; or, at leaft, when
the bottom and truth of the accufation
15 known, you will be athamed of your
paflion? Believe not a report, till the
party accufed be heard ; and if the re-

port be true, yet be not tran{ported
cither with pafiion, hafty anger, or re-

venge, for that will be your own tor-
ment and perturbation: cver, when a
pcrfon is accufed, or reported to have
injurcd you, bcfore you give vyourfelf
leave to be angry, think with yourfelf,
why fhould I be angry before I am cer-

rain
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tain 1t 1s truc? or, if it be true, how-
can I tell how much I fhould be angry
till I know the whole matter ? Though,
it may be, he hath done wrong, vyet
poffibly it is not fo much as is reported,
or it was done by miftake, or, 1t may
be, he 1s forry for 1t: 1 will not be
angry ’till I know there be caufe, and
if there be caufe, yet I will not be an-
ory, ’till I know the whole caulc,
for ’rill then, 1 muft be angry at all;
vet I know not how much to be angry;
it may be, 1tis not worth my anger, or if
it be, it may be it delerves but a little.
This will keep your mind and carriage,
upon f{uch occafions, ina due temper
and order; and will difappoint malicious
or oflicious tale-bearers. ‘

5. If a man, whofc integrity you do
not very well Know, makes you great

and cxtraordinary profeflions and pro-
mifcs,
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mifes, give him as kind thanks as may
be, but give not much credit to it:
caft about with yourfclf what may be
the reafon of this wonderful kindnefs ;
it is twenty to onc but you will find
fomething that he aims at, befides kind-
nefs toyou : it may be he hath fomething
to beg or buy of you, or to fell to you, or
fome fuch bargainethat {peaks out, at
leaft, his own advantage, and not yours,
and if he fcrve his turn of you, or if
he be difappointed, his kindnefs will
orow cold.

6. If a-man flatter and commend you
to your facc, or to onc that he thinks

will tell you of it, it is a thoufand to
onc, cither he hath deccived and abufed
you fome way, or mecans to do fo; re-
member the fable of the fox, commend-
ing the finging of the crow, when the

I had
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had {fomewhat in her mouth that the fox
liked. |

7. If a perfon be choleric, paffionate,
and give you 1ll language, remember, 1.
Rather to pity him, than to be moved
into anger and paflion with him; for
mofit certainly that man isin a diftemper
and diforder; obferve him calmly, and
you fhall {fce him in fo much perturba-
tion and difturbance, that you will eafily
believe he is not a pattern to be nmitated
by you; and thercfore return not choler
or anger, for angry words; for you do
but put yourfelt into a phrenfy, becaufe
you {ece him fo. 2. Be {furc you return
not railing, reproaching, or reviling,
for reviling, for it doth but kindle more
heat, and you will find filence, or, at
leaft, very gentle words, the moft ex-
quifite revenge of reproaches that can

bC;
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be; for etther it will cure the diftemper
in the other, and make hiin fee and be
{forry for his paflion, or it will torment
him with more perturbation and difturb-
ance. But howloever, 1t keeps your
1nnocence, gives you deferved reputa-
tion of wildom and moderation, and
keeps up the ferenity and compolure of
yvour mind; whereas paffion and an-
ocr do make a man unfit for any thing
that becomes him, as a man, or as a

Chriftian.

8. Some men arc cxcellent in know-
ledge of huilbandry, fome of planting,
{fome of gardening, fome in the mathe-
matics, fome mm one kind, {fome In
another: in all your converiation, lecarn
as near as you can, whercin the fkill and
cxcellence of any perfon lics, and put
hiin upon talk of that fubje¢t, and ob-
ferve ir, and keep 1t i memory, or

D wIlting :
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writing : by this means, you will glean
up the worth and excellence of every
perfon you meet with, and at an eafy
rate put together that which may be for
your ufe upon all occafions.

g. Converfe not with a liar or a
{fwearer, or a man of obfcene and
wanton language; for either he will
corrupt you, or at leaft it will hazard
your reputation to be one of the like
making ; and, if it do neither, yet will
fill your memory with fuch difcourfes,
that will be troublefome to you in after-
time, and the returns of the remembrance
of the paflages which you long f{ince
hcard of this nature, will haunt you
when your thoughts thould be better
employcd.

2d. Now
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2d. Now as concerning your own
{peech, and how you are to manage it,
b

fomething may be collected out of what

goes before, but 1 fhall add fome things
elle.

1. Let your {pcech be truc; never
fpeak any thing for a truth, which you
know, or believe, to be falie; it 1s a
great fin againft God, that gave you a
tongue to {peak your mind, ard not to
{peak a lie ; 1t 1s a great offence aganit
humanity itlelf, for where therc 1s no.
truth, there can be no fafe {ociety be-
tween man and man; anditis an injury
to the {fpeaker; for befides the bafe dif-
reputation it calis upon him, it doth in
time bring a man to that bafenef. of
mind, that he can {carce tell ko v to tell
truth, or to avoid lying, cven when le
hath no colour of ncceffity for it; and
in time he comes to {uch a pafs, that as

E 3 another.
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another man cannot believe he tells
a truth, fo he himfelf {carce knows
when he tells a hie; and, obferve it, a

lic ever returns with difcovery and fhame
at the laft.

2. As you muft be careful not to lie,
fo you muft avoid coming near it: you
muil not equivocate; you mufl notipeak
that abfolutely, which you have but by
hearfay, or relation ; you muft not
{peak that as upon knowledge, which

you have burt by conjelture or opinion
only.

3. Let your words be few, efpecially
when your betters, or firangers, or mecen
of more experience or underftanding,
arc in place; for you do yourfelf at
once two great mifchicfs. 1. You be-
tray and difcover your own weaknefs and
folly. 2. You rob yourfclf of that oppor-

funity
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tunity which you might otherwife have
to gain knowledge, wildom, and expe-
rience, by hearing thofe that you filence
by your impertineht talking.

4. Be not over earneft, loud, or vio-
lent in talking, for it is unfeemly; and
earneft and loud talking makes you
overfhoot and lofe your bufinefs; when
you thould be confidering and pondcring
yvour thoughts, and how to exprefs them
fignificantly, to the purpole, you are
ftriving to Kecep your tongue going, and
to filence your opponent, not with rea-
{fon, but with noifc.

5. Be careful not to interrupt another
in his talk ; hear him out, you will un-
derftand him the better, and be able to
give him the better anfwer; it may be,
1f you will give him lecave, he will fay

Ii 4 fomewhat
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fomewhat more than you have yet heard,
or well underftood, or that which you
did not expect.

6. Always before you {peak, cfpeci-
ally where the bufinefs is of moment,
confider before hand, weigh the {enfe 1n
your mind, which you intend to utter,
think upon the expreflions you intend
to ufe, that they be fignificant, perti-
nent, and inoffenfive; and whereas it
1s the ordinary courle of inconfiderate
perfons to {peak their words, and then
to think, or not to think till they fpeak ;
think firft, and fpeak after, if it be
in any matter of moment or feriouf-
nefs.

7. Be willing to {peak well of the
abfent, 1f you do not know they deferve
1[ll: by this means you fhall make your-
{cIf many Iriends ; and fometimes an un-

deferved
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deferved commendation is not loft to
the party to whom it is given: I have
known fome men, that have met with
an undeferved commendation, out of
{fhame of being worfe than they have
been reported, {ccretly to make up prac-
tices anfwerable to their commertdation;
and fo to make themficlves as good as
they are reported.

8. Be {ure vou give not an ill report
to any that you are not [ure deferves it ;
and 1n moft cafes, though a man de-
lerves 1ll, yet you thould be very {paring
to report him {o: in {fome cafes indeed
you are bound, in honefty and juftice,
to gzive that account concerning the de-
merit or default of a perfon that he de-
ferves; as, namely, when you are called
to give teftimony for the ending of a
controverfy, or when the concealing of

| D 1.
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it may hardenand encourage a perfon in
an cvil way, or bring another into dan-
cer; in fuch cales, the very duty of cha-
rity binds you to {peak your knowledge;
nay, your probable fear or {ufpicion of
fuch a perfon, fo it be done for pre-
vention of greater inconvenience, anc
in love, and efpecially the difcovery be
made to a perfon that hath a fuperintend-
ance, care, or authority over the perfon
complained of ; for this is an act of love
and duty. But {or any perfon, malici~
cufly, bufily, and with intent to fcan-
dalize another, to ke whifpering tales
and ftorics te the prejudice of another,
this is a faclt; if you know any good of
any perfon, {peak it as you have oppor-
runity ; 1f vou knew any evil, {peak 1t,
if it be really and prudently done, for
the good of himy, and the fafety of
others ; otherwife rather choofe to fhy
nothing, than to fay any thing reproach-

fully,
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fully, malicioufly, or officioufly, to his
prcjudice.

9. Avoid {wearing in your ordinary
communication, unlefs called to it by
the magiftrate, and not only the groficr
oaths, but the lefler; and not only oaths,
but imprecations, earncft and deep pro-
teftations : as you have the commenda-
ble example of good men to juftify a
folemn oath before a magiftrate, {o you
have the precept of our Saviour forbid-
cing it otherwife.

1o0. Avoid {cofling, and bitter and
biting jeering, and jcf’cing, efpecially
at your friends condition, credit, defor-
nity, or natural defedts of any perfon ;
tor thefe leave a deep mnpreffion, andg
arc a moll apparcent injuftice; were you
{o ufed, you would take 1t mwardly
amifs 3 and many times {uch an injury
I 6 cofls
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cofts a man dear when he little thinks
of it.

P i1. Bevery careful, that you give no
reproachful, bitter, menacing or Ipite-
ful words to any perfon; nay, not to
{fervants, or other perfons of an inferior
condition; and that upon thefe confide-
rations. 1. There 1s not the meaneft
perfon but you may fland in need of
him in one kind, or at fome time or
other ; good words make friends, bad
words make enemies: it is the beft
prudence 1n the world to make as many
friends as vou honeflly can, efpecially
when it may be done at fo cafy a rata
as a good word; and it is the greateft
foily that can be to make an enemy by
1l words, which do not at all any good
to the party that ufeth them. 2. Il
words proveke 1l words again, and

conmunonly fuch il words as are gained

by
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by fuch a provocation, efpecially of an
inferior, ftick clofer, and wound decper,
than fuch as come unprovoked by 1ll
language, or from an equal. 3. Where
faults are committed, they may, and
by a {uperior, muft be reproved; but
let it be done without reproaches, or
bitternefs, otherwife it lofeth its due
end and ufe, and inftead of reforming
the oftence, exafperates the ofiender,
and makes him woriec, and gives him
the cudgel to {irike again, becaufe 1t
difcovers your own weaknels when you
are reprehending another, and lays you
juftly open to his reproof, and malics
your own but {corned and difefteemed :
Iprefs this the rather, becaufe moft or-
‘dinartly 1l Ianguage 1s the folly of
children, and of wcak and paffionate

people.

12. It there Dbe occafion for you to
{pecak 1n any company, always be care-

ful,
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ful, if you {peak at all, to {peak lateft,
efpecially if ftrangers are 1n company ;
for by this means, you will have the
advantage of knowing the fenfe, judge-
ment, temper, and relations of others,
which may be a great light and help to
you, in ordering your {pcech; and
you will better know the inclination
of the company, and {pcak with more
advantage and acceptation, and with
more fecurity again{t giving offence.

13. Be careful, that you comimend
not yourfelves: 1t 1s the moft unufctul
and ungrateful thing that can be; you
fhould avoid flattering of yourfelves, it
is a fign your reputation is {mall and
finking, if your own tongues muit be
your flattcrers or commenders; it is a
fulfome and unpleafant thing for others
to hear 1It.

I4.. A ])ll()]"
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14. Abhor all foul, unclean, and cb-
fcene {pecches; it 1s a {ign that the
ieart 1s corrupt, and fuch kind of
{peeches will make it worfe; 1t will
taint, and corrupt yourfclves, and tholc
that hear it, and brings difreputation to

thofe that ule it.

15. Never ufe any prophane {peeches,
nor make jefts of {cripture expreflions;
when you ufe the names of God, or of
Chrif?, or any paflages or words of the
holy {cripture, ufe them with reverence
and ferioufnefs, and not lightly, vainly,
or fcurriloufly, for it 1s taking the name

of God 1n vain.

16. If you hcéar of any unfeemly cx-
prefiions ufed in religious exercifes, you
mufl be careful to forget, and not to

publifl
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publifh, or 1f you at all mention them,
let it be with pity and forrow, not with
derifion or reproach.

17. Do not upbraid any, or deride any
man for a pious, ftrict, and religious
converfation; for if he be fincere, you
difhonour God and injure him; if he be
an hypocrite, yet it is more than you
know, or if you know him to be fuch,
yet his external piety and {trictnefs is
not his fault, but his diffimulation and
hypocrify ; and theugh his hypocrify be
to be dectefled, his external piety and
religion 1s to be commended, not de-
rided.

18. [Hdave as little converfation as
poilible with ob/finate heretics, or per-
fons obfliialely perverted in matters of .
rcligion; as Papifts, Quakers, Ana-

baptifts,
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baptifts, Antinomians, Enthufiafts, and
the like; but efpecially converfe not
with them 1n matters of religion, for
inftead of converting them Dby your
perfuafions to the truth, you fhall but
harden them the more, and endanger
yourfelf : they arc to be dealt withal, in
thele matters, only by perfons of great
abilities: for a perverted, corrupted
mind, and obftinate {pirit, carries in it
a contagion, as infeétious, and much
more dangerous, than the plaguein the
body, wherc their opinions meet with a
young and weak opponent.

And thus, Children, at the time, and
my remembrance would give me leave,
I have {et down fome obfervations con-
cerning this {ubjeét, for your direétion
and practice ; what is wanting you may
abundantly fupply, by reading the wifc

counfels
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counfels of Solomon, in his book of
Proverbs. -

Read thefe my directions often, think
of them ferioufly, and pracdtice them
diligently : though they feem but dry,
and ordinary things, yet you will find
them ufeful in your converfation, which
will be every day more evident to you,
as your judgment, underftanding, and
experience increafc.

I have but little more to write at this
time, but to wifh and command you to
remember my former counfels that I have
often given you : begin and end the day
with private prayers to God, upon your
knees, read the fcriptures often and fe-
rioufly, be attentive to the public wor-
fhip of God in the church : kcep your-

{clves
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felves ftill in fome good employment, for
idlenefs is the devil’s opportunity, and
the nurfery of vain and finful thoughts,
which corrupt the mind, and diforder
the life. Lt the girls take care of {fuch
bufinefs of my familv, as is proper for
them: and thelr recreations may Dbe,
walking abroad in the fields, in fair
or frofty mornings, fome work with
their ncedle, reading, {etting of flowers,
practifing their mufic, and f{uch inno-
cent and harmlels ecxercifes: let the -
boys be diligent at their books, and
when they have performed their tafks, 1
do not deny them fuch recreations, as
may be healthy, fafe, and harmlefs. bBe
you all kind and loving one to another,
honouring your minifter, not bitter or
harflhh to my {ervants, bc‘rcfpcﬁ:ful to
all, bear my ablence patiently, chear-
fully, and faithfully ; do all things as it

1
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I were prefent among you, and beheldyou,
for you have a greater father than 1 am,
that always, and in allplaces, beholdsyou,
and knows your hearts and thoughts:
ftudy to requite the love, and care, and
expence of your father for you, with du-
tifulnefs, obfervance, and obedience to
him: and account it an honour, that
God hath given you an opportunity in
my ablence, by your care, faithfulnefs,
and induflry, to pay fome part of that
debt, that by the laws of nature and
gratitude ycu owe unto me: be frugal
in my family, but let there be no want ,
provide -conveniently for the poor that
come to my door. And I pray God
to fill all your hearts with his grace,
fear, and love ; and let you fee the
advantage and comfort of {ferving him ;
and that his blefling, and prelence,

and
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and comfort, and direction, and pro-
vidence be with you, and over you all.

I am,

Your cver loving Ifather,

MATTHEW HALL,

EPISTLE
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To one of bis Sons afier bis Recovery from
the Swall Pox.

Sox,

%@fo‘*LTHOU GH, by reafon of the
ii::% contagiloufnefs of your difeafe,
and the many dependents I huave upon
me, I thought it not convenicnt to come
unto you, during your {icknefs, yet I have
not been wanting in my carneft prayers
to Almighty God for you, nor in ufing
the beft mceans I could for your reco-

very.

It hath plcafed God to hear my pray-
crs for you, and, above mcans and hopes,
NOoW
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now to reftore you to a competent de-
orce of ‘health, for which I return unto
him my humble and hearty thanks ; and
now you are almoft ready to comc
abroad again; therefore I have thought
fit to write this little book to you, for
thefe reafons: 1. Becaule it is not yet
{cafonable for you to come to me, in re-
{pet of thefe fame reafons abovemen-
tioned, which hitherto have reftrained
my coming to you. 2. Becaufe at your
coming abroad, you will be fubject to
temptations by young and inconfiderate
company, which, inftead of {erious
thankfulnefs to God for his mercy to
you, might perchance perfuade you to
a vain and light jollity : and I thought
fit to {end you thefe lines to prevent
{fuch inconfiderate impreffions, and to
meet you juft at your coming abroad, to
feafon you with more wifc and {erious
principles. 3. Becaufe you are cven

| now
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row come out of a great and fore vifita-
tion; and, therefore, in all probability,
in the fitteft temper to receive the im-
preflions of a {erious epiftle from your

father.

And I have chofen to put it into this
little volume, becaufe it is fomewhat too
long for a letter; and may be better
preferved for your future ufe and me-

mory.

God Almighty hath brought you to
the very gates of death, and fhewed you
the terror and danger of it; and after
that he hath fhewn you this fpectacle of
your own mortality, he hath marvel.
loufly refcued and delivered you from
that danger, and given you life, even
from the dead, fo that you are as a man

ncw born into the world, or returned to
13 | life
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life again, which now you feem as it were
to begin: you have paffed through thofe
two great difpenfations of Divine Pro-
vidence, thofe two great experiments,
that God is pleafed to ufe fometimes to-
wards the children of men: namely,
corre¢tion, and deliverance, his rod and
{taff : and therefore, in all reafonable
conjecture, this 1s the moft feafonable
time to give you a leture upon both,
and thofe admonitions which may
render the one and the other profitable

to you: and this I fhall endeavour to do
1n thefe following lines.

1. You fhall not need to fear that ]
intend to upbraid you with the errors of
your youth, or to expoftulate with you
touching them ; for I do affure you I do

 from my heart forgive you all your follies
and mifcarriages; and I do affure my._

fclf that you have repented of them, and
re-
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refolved againft them for the time to
come, and that thereupon God Almighty
hath alfo fully forgiven whatis paft; and
this is a great affurance thereof to me, in
that he hath {o wonderfully reftored you,
and given you, as 1t were, a new life,
wherein you may obey and f{erve him
better than ever you yet did; and there-
fore, if in this letter there be any
touches concerning former vanitics, aflure
yvourfelf they are not angry repetitions,
but oaly neceflary cautions for your fu-
ture ordering of your lifec.

The bufinefs of thefe papers is Drin-
cipally to commend unto you two gene-
ral remembrances, and certain refules
and colletions that arifc from them .
they arc all {eafonable for vour prefent
condition, and will be of fingular ufe
and benefit to you, in the whole enfuing
courf{c of vour lifc.

' 2 r. I
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1. 1 would have you, as long as you
live, remember your late ficknefs in all
its circumfitances, and thefe plain and

proﬁtable‘ inferences and advices that
arife from 1it.

2. I would have you remember, as

long as you live, your great deliverance,
and the {everal circumftances of 1it, and
thofe neceflary duties that are incumbent
upon you in relation thereunto.

{t is evident to daily ekperience, that
while affli¢tions are upon us, and while
deliverances are frefh, they commonly
have {fome good cffet upon us; but as
the iron is no fooner out of the fire, but
it quickly returns to its coldnefs, and
hardnefs ; {fo when the afffli¢tion or deli-
verance is palt, we ufually forget them,
count them common things, attribute
them to means and fecond caufes ; and

{o
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fo the good that mankind fhould gather
from them vanifhes, and men grow
quickly to be but what they were before
they came; their fick-bed promifes are
forgot when the ficknefs is over.

And therefore I fhall give you an ac-
count of your ficknefs, and of your re-
covery: and let them never be forgotten
by you; as often as thofe {pots and
marks in your face are reflected to your
view from the glafs, as often as this
paper comes 1n your fight, nay, as often
as you open your eyes from f{leep, which
were once clofed, and likely necver to
open again, {o often, and mare often
remember your ficknefs, and your reco-
very, and the admonitions that this

paper lends you from the confideration of
both. ¢ |

1. There—
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1. Therefore, touching your late {ick-
nefs, I would have you remember thefe
particulars. 1. The difeafe itfelf, in
1ts own nature, 1s now become ordina-
rily very mortal, elpecially to thole of
your age; look upon even the laft year’s
general bill of mortality, you will find
near 2000 died * of that difeafe the laft
year, and had not God been very very
merciful to you, you might have been
one of that number with as great like-
lihocod as any of them that died of that
difeafe. 2. It was a contagious difeafe
that fecluded the accefs of your neareft
relations. 3. Your ficknefs rendered
you noifome to yourfelf, and to all that
were about you, and a {peétacle full of

* Inoculation was not introduced into Eng-
land at that time: "This falutary invention
was brought from "Turkey about 1721, by
Lady W. Montague, and firft tried on crimi-
nals.—EpI1ToRr. =

dcformiry,
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deformity, by the excels of your difeafe
beyond moft that are fick thereof. 4. 1t
was a fierce and violent ficknefs : it did
not only take away the common fupplies
of nature, as digeftion, fleep, ftrength,
but it took away your memory, your un-
derftanding, and the very fenfe of your
condition, or what might be conducible
to your good ; all that you could do, was
only to make your condition more de{pe¢-
rate in cafe they that were about you had
preventcd 1t, and taken more care for you
than you did or could for yourfelf.
5. Your ficknels was defperate, info-
much that your fymptoms, and the vio-
lence of your diftemper, were without
example; and you were in the next de-
gree to abfolute rottennefs, putrefaction,

and death 1tfclf.

L.ook upon the foregoing defcription,
and remember that fuch was your condi-
¥ 4 tion ;
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tion; you were as fad a piture of mor-
tality and corruption, as any thing, but
death 1itfelf, could inake: remember
it; and remember al{o thefe enfuing
inftructions, that may make that re-

membrance profitable and ufeful te
you.

1. Remember that “ AfliZion cometly
nol forth of the dufl, nor doih trouble
Spring out of the ground.”” Job v. 6.
But this terrible vifitation was fent to
you from the wife over-ruling providence
of God; it is he that bringeth down
to the grave, and bringeth up again. It
1s true, that this difeafe may {eem com--
mon, but you may, and muft know
that therec was more than the common
hand of God in.{ending it upon you, in
fuch a manner, and fuch a meafure, and
at fuch a fealon, when you wecre grown
up to a competent age and degrec of un-

derftanding,
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derftanding, to make a due ufe of It
that you might fee his juftice in afflict-

ing you, and his goodnefs in delivering
you from {uch danger.

2. Remember that Almighty God 1s
of moft infinite wifdom, juftice, and
mercy ; he hath excellent-ends 1n all his
difpenfations of his providence: he
never {fends an affliction, but it brings
a meflige with it; his rod has a voicc
commanding us to fearch and try our
ways, and to examine ourfelves whether
there hath not been fome great f{in
againft him, or neglect of duty to him
a voice commanding us to repent of
what 1s amifs, to be more watchful,
circumfpeé&, and obedient te him; In
the future courfe of our lhives to fear to
offend him: and if a man hear this

voice;, God hath. his end of mercy
I g andd
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and goodnefs; and man hath the fiuit,
benefit, and advantage of his affliction,
and commonly a comfortable.-ifiue of it ;
read often and attentively the 33d Job,
from beginning to the end. |

3. Remember how uncertain and
frail a creature man 1s, even in his

fceming firange{t age and conftitution
ot health; even then a peftilential air,

fome evil humour in his blood, {fome ob-
ftruction, it may be, of a little vein,
or artery, a little meat ill-digefted,
and a thoufand {mall occurrences may,
upon a {udden, without any confidera-
ble warning, plunge a man 1into a
defperate and mortal ficknefs, and
bring a man'to the grave. Rcmem-
ber this terrible ficknefs {eized upon
you fuddenly, pulled down your
ftrength quickly, and brought you to
the very brink of the grave : and though

God
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God hath recovered you, you know not
how foon you may bc brought into the
hike condisdon.

4. Remember thercfore, that you
make and keep peace with God,
and walk in his fear in the days of
health, efpecially after {o great a deli-
verance; and that for many reafons.
I. You know mnot whether you may
not be overtaken with f{udden death,
and then it will be impoflible for you
to begin that work. 2. If you have
ficknefs to oive you warning of the
approach of death, yet you know not
whether that ficknefs may not {ud-
denly take away your fenfes, memory,
underf{tanding, whereby you may be dif-
abled to make your peace with God, or
to exercife any {erious thoughts about it.
3. But if that ficknefs give you fair
warning, and take not away your un-

EF 6 derftanding,
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derftanding, yet your own experience
cannot choofe but to let you know, that
pain, and weakne(s, and diftraction of
mind, and impatience, and unquietnefs,
are the common attendants of a fick
bed, and render that feafon, at leaft,
very diflicult then to begin that greateft,
and {olemneft, and moft important bu-
finefs of a man’s life. 4. But 1if your
ficknefs be not fo fharp, but that 1t
leaves you patience, and attention of
mind for that great bufinefs, how do you
- know whether your heart fhall be in-
clined to it? Repentance and conver-
fion to God i1s his gift, though it muft be
our ecndeavour : and though the merciful
God never refufeth a repenting, return-
ing offender; yet, how can a man that,
all the time of his health, hath negle&-
ed Almighty God, refufed his invita-
tions, and ferved his lufts and his {in,
cxpect reafonably, that God in the time

of
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of ficknefs, when the man can {erve his -
{ins no longer, will give him the grace
of repentance ?

Whatcver you do, thercfore, be {ure
you make peace with God, and kcep 1t
in the days of your health, efpecially
after fo great a deliverance from fo del-
perate a {icknefs.

. Remember your condition is never
fo low, but that God hath power to de-
liver you, and therefore truft in him:
but remember withal, that your condi-
tion 1s never f{afe and fecure, but you
are within the reach of his power to
bring you down. You are now, by the
mercy of God, recovered from a terrible
ficknefs ; think not with yourfelf that
your turn 1s now ferved, and that you

fhall have no more nced of him, and
there-
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therefore that you may live as you lift,
and never regard your duty to him; de-
ccive not yourlelf herein; remember
that this ficknefs, within two or three
days, brought you upon your knees even
from a {eeming {tate of health: the cafe
is the fame ftill, nay much worfe, if this
affliction make you not better; Al-
mighty God called you to love, and
ferve, and obey him, by the ftill voice
of his word, by the perfuafion of your
friends, by the advices and reproofs of

your father: and when thefe were not
{o effetual, as I know you now wifh

they had been, he fent a meffenger that
{peaks louder, that would be heard, even
this terrible ficknefs ; and moft certain-
ly, if you have heard the voice of this
rod, as I am hopeful you have, and
thercupon 1ntirely turned to your duty
to God in all fincerity and obedi-

dience,
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ence, 1t 1s the happieft providence
that ever befel you; and you will, upon
found conviétion, conclude with the
Prophet, < It was good for me that I was
ajflicted.”” But onthe other fide, if not-
withftanding this voice of the rod, you
fhall after your recovery return again to
folly, and vanity, and excefs, and harden
yourfelf againft this meflenger; know
for certain, you are within the reach of
the divine juftice and power ; and if you
walk contrary to him, he will walk con-
trary to you, ‘ and punifh you yet
feven times for your fins.”” Levit.—
Therefore 1 give you that counfel that
our Lord gave to him that he had
hcaled, “ Behold thou art made whole,
go thy way and {in no more, lcaft a
worfe thing befal thee.”” There is
no contefting with Almighty God ; he

1s ready and eafy to be reconciled to the
worft



112 SIR M. HAL¥’s EPISTLES.

‘worft of men, upon humiliation and
true repentance, but he 18 not to be
maftered or conquered by obftinacy and
oppofition:  H’'ho bath bavdened bim—
Jelf againft bim and  profpered 2’ Job
1X. G.

6. I would have you remember, thas
ficknefs, as well as death, doth unde-
ceive mankind, and fhews them where
their true wifdom lies; when a young
man efpecially i1s in the full career of
his vanity and pleafure, he thinks that
rcligion, and the fear of God, and walk-
ing according to his word, and the ferious
practice of duties and religion towards
God, prayer unto him, making our
peace with him, are pitiful, low, foolifh,.
and inconfiderable matters: and that
thofe that pradtife them are a fort of
brain-fick, melancholy, unintelligent

| perions,
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perfons, that want wit, or breeding, and
underftand not themfelves or the world,
that they arc meer empty fancies and
imaginations, whimfies, puritani{fm, and
I know not what elfe; but on the other
{ide, they think they are brave men that
live {plendidly, deny themfelves no
pleafure, can drink, and roar, and
whore, and debauch, and wear the new
fathions ; it may be, this gallant or wife
man comes to be taken with a fit of
ficknefs that tells him he muft die, death
1s at his door, his glafs is almoft out,
and but a few {ands left in it; and then
the man becomes quite of another judg-
ment, he cries out of his former foolifh-
nefs, he finds his pleafures, and intem-
perance, and excefs, are not only perfect
follies, but madnefs, vexation, torment:
and religion, and prayer to God, and
devotion, and peace with God, they are

now in requeft; and {o now nothing
but
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but declamations againft thofe courfes,
which 1n his health he valued as the
only wif{dom: and nothing but pro-
mifes of amendment, and reformation of
life, and devotion to God; {o ficknefs
hath undeceived the man, and given him
a true and rectified judgment concerning
wifdom and folly, quite contrary to what
he had before. Therefore I would have
youto recolledt yourfelf, and if the violence
of your difeafe left you at any time the
ufe of your reafon, bethink yourfelf
what opinion you then had of intempe-
rance, wafting of time, unlawful luft, or
any of thofe fins that formerly pleafed
you in your health, whether they did not
appear to you in your {icknefs very vain,
foolifh, wvexing things, fuch as you
withed never to have been committed :
and on the other {ide, what opinion you
had in your ficknefs touching piety to-
wards God, hearing of his word, calling

upon



"Eprstre Il 115

upon hisname, redeemingof time, modef-
ty: temperance: whether thofe acltions of
your life paft, that {avoured of thefe,were
not comfortable, and contenting to youy
1n your ficknefs; whether your purpofes,
and promifes, and refolutions of your
fick bed, were not full of fuch thoughts
as thefe: Ifit pleafe God to recover me,
I will never be fuch a foolas I have been :
I will never drink to excefs, mifpend
my time; I will never keep fuch evil
company as I have done ; I will be more
devout towards God, more obedient
to his word, more obfervant of good
counfel ; and the like: and if you find
it to be fo, I muft defire you to remem-
ber, that affli¢tion 1is the fchool of wif-
dom, it rectifiesmen’s judgments ; and
I muft again defire you to keep your
jugdment right {till, and let not the re-
covery of your health become the lofs of
your wits; but in your health retain

that



16 SIR M. HALE’s EPISTLES.

that wif{dom your ficknefs taught you,
and practife what you then promifed :
<« Remember be 1s the wifcfi man that pro—
videth for bis latter end.’”

7. Remember by your former fick-
nefs, how pitiful an inconfiderable thing
the body of man is; how {oon is the
firength of it turned to faintnefs, and

weaknefs, and the beauty of it to ugli-
nefs and deformity, the confiftency of
it to putrefaction and rottennels? and
then remember how: foolith a thing it is,
to be proud of fuch a carcafe, to {pend
all, or the greateft part of our time in
grimming or adorning it : in ftudying
new fafhions, and devices, to {et it out;
in fpending out time and provifions in
pampering 1t, 1n pleafing the appctite ;
and yet this is the chief bufinefs of moft
young men of this age: learn therefore
humility and lowlinefs; learn to furnifh

thy
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thy noble and immortal part, thy foul,
with religion, grace, knowledge, vir-
tue, goodnefs, for that will retain it to
cternity. How miferable 1s that man’s
condition, that, whil(t {icknefs has made
his body a deformed, weak, loathfome
thing, fin hath made his foul as ugly
and deformed: the grave will heal or
cover the deformity of the former, but
the foul will carry its ulcers and defor-
mity, without repentance, into the next
world: learn and remember, therefore,
to have thy greateft care for thy nobleft
part, furnifh it with piety, grace, know-
ledge, the fear and love of God, faith
in Chrift : and as for thy body, ufe it
“decently, foberly, and comely, that it
may be a fit infirument for thy foul to
ufe in this life ; but be not proud of 1t,
nor make it thy chiefeft care and bufinefs
to adorn, much lcfs to defile 1t.

8. Remoeme-
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8. Remember to avoid intemperance
and finful Iufts; it 1s true, ficknefs and
difeafes, and, finally, death, are by the
laws and conftitutions of our nature, in-
cident to all mankind: but intempe-
rance, excels of eating and drinking,
drunkennefs, whoting, uncleannefs, and
diforder, bring more difeafes, efpecially
upon young men, and deﬁroy more
young, {trong, healthy men, than the
plague, or other natural, or accidental
diftempers; they weaken the brain,
corrupt the blood, decay and diftemper
the fpirit, diforder and putrify the hu-
mours, and make the body a very bag
full of putrefation; fome difeafes are,
as it were, {pecifical, and appropr ite
to thefe vices ; other difeafes are com-
monly occafioned by them, by their in-
flammation and putrefaction of the blood
and humours: and all difeafes, even
thofe that are epidemical, natural, or

cafual,
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cafual, yet are rendered by thofe vices
far more fharp, lafting, malignant, and
incurable, by that ftock of corrupted
matter that lodges in the body, to feed
thofe difeafes, and that impotency that
thefe vices bring upon nature to refift
them ; therefore 1f ever you expelt to
have, as well a found body, as a
found mind, carefully avoid intem-
perance and debauchery; the moft
temperate and fober perfons are fubject
to ficknefs, weaknefs, and difeafes, but
the 1ntemperate can never be long with-
out them.

And thus I have done with the prof-
peét of your difcafe, and at leaft many
of thofe profitable ufes you may gather

from the remembrance of it.

2. I thall now, in the fecond place,
put you in rcmecmbrance of your de-
liverance ;
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liverance ; touching which you muft re-
member, 1. That it was a great, emi-
nent, and extraordinary deliverance; you
need. no other evidence of 1it, than by
looking back upon the greatnefs and fe-
verity of your difeafe before-mentioned.
2. It was a deliverance by the imme-
diate power and mercy of that God that
{cnt you the vifitation.

na eademgue manns vulnns openiqie
tzlit.  1f you had been delivered by the
immedilate efhicacy of means, yet you
arc blind if you fee not, that the eflicacy
of means depends upon the providence

of God; 1t 1s he that providesit, and that
makes the means cffeétual. But in-this

deliverance, God hath pleafed to hedge
up, as it were, your way from attribut-
ing 1t to mcans, and hath given you an
indication, that it was done by his own
immediate power, and that he delivered

you
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you above, andﬁbeyond means. It is
true, you had a very able and careful
phyfician, and very great attendance
and care was ufed about you : but when
your phyfician, and all that were about
you, began to defpair of your recovery ;
when means proved 1neffeCtual; when
the ftrength of nature was exhaufted and
baflled by your difeafe ; God Almighty,
upon a fudden, and beyond expe&ta-
tion, relieved you; and, as it were by
his own hand, brought you back from
the very threfhold of the grave: and
thus he did, that you, and all about
you, and all your rclations might
rake notice of 1t, that it was he that

did 1t.

And thus Almighty God hath exer-
cifed towards you, two great experi-
ments; the firt of his {everity; the
feccond of his mercy ; and as your {ick-

G nefs
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nefs and rod had its voice, a loud and
fharp voice, fo your recovery and de-
Iilverance hath 1ts voice, and I will,
as fhortly as I can, tell you what it is.

1. Remember this benefit; remem-
ber 1t was reached out unto you, from
the mere power, goodnefs; and mercy
of God: remember evermore, in your
heart and {oul, to be thankful to him
for it : remember, as long as you live,
upon all occafions, to acknowledge it ;
daily to return upon your knees humble
thanks for it, to him that had regard
to you, and remembered you in your
low eftate; to him that forgave your
iniquities, and healed your difeafe; to
him that did this for you, when all
means falled; that did it for vyou,
when you had not the underftanding to
call upon hun for it; to him that did it
for you, that deferved it not, for you

that
3
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that had provoked him, and negle&ted
him in the time of your health. This
God i1t was that delivered you; read
often the 103d Pfalm attentively, and
apply 1t to your condition, it will do
you good.

2. Remember to acknowledge this
goodnels of God with all humility ;
your deliverance was not the purchafe
of your own power, nor of your own
defert, 1t was an act of the free un-
deferved goodnefs of God. What Al-
mighty God {aid by Mofes unto the
I{raclites, Decut. ix. 4, 6, 1 fhall {ay
to you, with fome variation;—Under-
{tand thercfore that the Lord thy God
hath not given thee this deltverance
for thy rightcoufnefs; no, 1t is the
mere effet of his own goodnefs, and to
give you opportunity to praifc him, and

G 2 ferve
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ferve him better than ever you did
before.

3- Remember, that although great
deliverances require your great ac-
knowledgments: yet there 1s fomewhat
morc required; namely, a real, practical
glorifying of (God, by ordering your con-
verfation aright, by {erving him, pleaf-
ing him, obeying him, living to his ho-
nour: this Almighty God expeclts, as well
as praifes, and acknowledgments; asthe
end of God in afflitions 1s to make men
better, {fo the end of God i1n deliverances

1s to make men better; and if we are

not the better men by both difpenfations,
we do, as much as in us lics, difappoint
Almighty God in his defign, and difap-
point ourfelves of the benefit and advan-
tage intended in both, and cafily to be
galned byboth. This thereforeisthe voice

of
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of this deliverance, it calls {weetly, and
gently indeed, but earnefily, and effec-
tually for amendment of life, and that

upon two great and moving arguments.

1. Your recovery, and great deliver-
ance, calls for this from you, upon the
account of common ingenuity and good
nature, which obligeth a man to be ob-
{fervant and dutiful to his benefaltor:
God Alimighty is the greateft benefactor,
and hath manifefted himfelf {fuch to you,
upon a vifible eminent account; this 1s
engagement enough, upon the account of
common humanity, to be dutiful and
obedient to him ; when therefore you are
atany time, by the temptation of your
own corruption, or by the folicitation of
evil perfons, {olicited to evil actions,
confider thus with yourfclf;—is this a
becoming return to that God, that hath
thus wonderfully delivered me ? is this

G 3 the
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 the requital that I thall make unto him
tfor his mercy ¢ fhall I pleafe the great
God of heaven and earth, that hath thus
delivered me, and done me more good
than all the world could ever do me, or
than I can ever recompente ? < Do ye thus
requife the Lovd, O ye foolifb people, and
nunwife € bath be not made thee, and efia-
blifhed thee ¢ Deut. 33.

2. This his mercy calls for your obe-
dience to God 1n an eminent manner
upon the account of common prudence
and difcretion ; the benefit of your obe-
dience to him will be your own, your
own happinefs in this life, and in that
to comc; there 1s no greater moral fe-
curity againft future dangers and trou-
bles, than obedience and reformation of
life, upon great deliverances reccived ;
nor is there any greater invitation of new

troubles and mifchiefs than ingratitude,
difobe-
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difobedicnce, and great fins after great
mecrcies and del:verances ; there is a kind
of certain and infallible connection, be-
tween great fins, after great mercies re-
ceived, and great yjudgments to follow ;
Ingentia, beneficia, ingentia peccata fup-
plicia.

Again, as T have formerly told you,
you do not know how foon you may
ftand in need of the fame mercy and
goodnefs of God, which you have for-
merly found; you are never out of the
reach of his power, and the neceffity of
his help; whatever you do, therefore,
never difoblige him by whom you live,
and whofe extraordinary mercy you may
ftand in nced of, you know not how
foon; there is nothing 1n the world doth
more provoke God than negledt, forget-
fulnefs, or wilful difobedience after {ignal
mercies; thefe provoke the merciful God
to a feverity of the higheft kind, becaufe

G 4 the



128 SIR M. HALE’s EPISTLES.

the {weeteft and moft obliging call of
- mercy and deliverance is neglected ; read
the firft chapter of the Proverbs attentive-
ly. And the merciful God hath given us a
plain rule and merthod, how he may be
ferved, obeyed, and pleafed; he hath
given us a plain difcovery of his will 1n
the fcriptures of both teftaments; read
that often, you have it by you, and you
need not go far to find what 1s your

Maker’'s will, and what that obedience
is that he requires, as the return of this,

and all other his mercies; yet I think it
not amifs to mind you of fome particu-
lars, that may be ufeful for you upon
this occafion, and to direct you how par-
ticularly to improve it, and {fo order your
future life in fome meafure anfwerable to

it.

1. I would have youmake it your firft
bufinefs, after your recovery, to Con-

fider the courfc of your life paft, fince
| youl
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you came to the age of dilcretion, and
fee what hath been amifs in it; whether
you have not neglected religion, and the
duties of it, too much, as prayer, hearing
the word preached, obferving the Lord’s
day, receiving the facraiment; whether
you have not Leenguilty of intemperance,
exccls of drinking, wantonnefs, unclean-
nels, 1dlenefs, mifpending your time,
and thofe fupplies which have bcen al-
lowed for your maintenance; whether
}*611 have not too much delighted in vain,
and finful, and diforderly company, va-
nity and expence inapparel ; and i1f {fuch,
or the like faults have becn, repent of
them, be {orry for them, refolve againft
thein; and let the futurc courfe of your
life be amended in relation thereunto. I
have before told you, that your heavenly
father hath forgiven you, and T have
forgivenyou, ncither do I mention thofe
things to upbraid you for them, but that

G s you,
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you, upon the confideration of what hath
been amifs, may be thercby the better
enabled to reétify and fet in order your
future life; if this be done and practifed,
I will reckon your late ficknefs and dif-
temper one of the greateft bleffings that
ever befel you.

2. I would have you always keep a
habit of the fear of God upon your heart;
confider his prefence, order your life as
in his prefence; confider that he always
fees you, bcholds and takes notice of
you, and efpccially whether you carry
yourfelf an{werable to this great deliver-
ance: it 1s onc of thofe talents for which
he will expect an account from you.

3. I would have you frequently and
thankfully confider of the grecat love of
God in Jefus Chrift, whom he hath given
to be the inftructor and governor, and

facrificc
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facrifice of the fins of you and all man-~
kind: through whom, upon repentance,
you have aflurance of the remiflion of
your {ins, and eternal life: and frequently
confider how great an engagement this
1s upon you, and all mankind, to live
according to fuch a hope, and fuch a
mercy.

4. I would have you every morning
read a portion of the holy {criptures, till
yvou have read the bible from the begin-
ing to the end: obferve it well, read 1t
reverently and attentively, {ct your heart
upon it, and lay it up 1n your memory,
and make it the direétion of your life;
it will make you a wife and good man:
I have been acquainted fomewhat with
men and books, and have had long ex—-
perience 1n learning, and in the world:
There 1s no book like the bible for ex-
ccllent learning, wifdom, and ufe; and

G 6 1t
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it is the want of underftanding in them,
that think or {peak otherwife.

5. Every morning and every evening,
upon your knees, with all reverence and
attention of mind, return hearty thanks
to God for his mercy to you, and parti-
cularly for this deliverance; defire his
grace to enable you to walk in fome mea-
{ure an{werable to it ; beg his providence
to protect you, his grace to direlt you,
to keep you from evil acdtions, and evil
perfons, and evil occurrences; beg his
pardon for your {ins, and the continuance

~of his favour; always concluding with
the Lord’s prayer.’

6. Obferve confcientioufly the Lord’s
day to keep it holy; avoid idle company,
-1dle difcourf{e, recreations, and fecular
employments upon that day; refort that
day twiceto the public prayers and {cr-

mon ;
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mon; go early to it, be attentive at it,
and keep your eyes and mind from roving
after vaiut thoughts or objects ; fpend the
reft of that day, that is free from necef-
{ary occafions, 1n reading the {criptures,
or fome good books of divinity.

7. Once every term, at leaft, come
preparedly and reverently to the holy
communion, receive 1t with great re-
verence and thankfulnefs, and due con-
{ideration to the end of its 1inftiturinn ;
renew your covenant with Almighty
God, that you made in baptifin, and
live foberly, righteoufly, and godly be-
fore him, and beg his graceand ftrength
to perform it.

And as thofc directions before, do
more efpecially relate to Almighty God,
and your deportment immediately to-
wards him; f{o thefe that follow, more

cipecially
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efpecially relate to yourfelf and others,
and your mioral converfation. There-
fore,

8. Be very moderate in eating and
drinking; drunkennels is the great vice
of the time; and by drunkennefs, I do
mean, not only grofs drunkennefs, but
al{o tipling, dnnking exccflively or im-
moderately, or more than is convenient,
and ncceflfary: avoid thofe companies
that are given to 1t; come not into thofe
places that are devoted to that beaftly
vice, namely, taverns and alchoufes;
avoid and refufe thofe devices that are
ufed to occafion it, as drinking and
pledging of healths : be refolute againft
it, and when your refolution 1s once
known, you will never be folicited to it.
The Rechabites were commanded by
their father not to drink wine, and they
obeyed it, and had a blefling for it: my

' com-
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command to you is not {o {trict; I allow
you the moderate ufe of wine and ftrong
drink at your meals; I only forbid you
excefs, or the unneceflary ufe of it, and
thofe places and companies, and artifi-
ccs that are temptations to it.

9. Avoid wanton and lalcivious ac-
tions, Ipeeches, and company: read
Proverbs 2, 5, 6, %, 9. A whore
hunts for the precious life of a man, and
that vice brings a ruin with it to the foul,
body, and eftatc: if you cannot conve-
niently contain yourfelf in a fingle life,
and be of competent health, marry, but
with the advice and counfel of your fa-
ther while he lives.

10. Be frugal of your time, it is one
of the beft jewels we have; and to that
end avoid idlenefs, it confumes your
time, and lays you opento worfe incon-

VCNICNCES 3
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veniences; let your recreations be
healthy, and crcditable, and moderate,
without too much expence of time or
money ; go not to plays, they are walting
of time; value time by that cltimate we
would have of it, when we want it; what
would not a fick man give for thofe por-
tions of time, of health, that he had for-
merly improvidenily wafted ?

11. Be diligent in your ftudy and
calling ; 1tis an act of duty to Almiglhty
God that requires it, and it will be your
wifdom and benefic; it will be a good
expence of time, a prevention from a
thoufand inconveniciices and tempta-
tions that otherwife will befal man, 1t
will furnifh you with knowledge and un-
derftanding, give you the advantageand
means of a comfortable and plentitul
fubfifience, and make you a fupport,

comfort,
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comfort, and benefit to your friends and
country.

12. Be frugal in your expences; live
within the compafs of that exhibition
that God’s providence, and your father’s
abilities fhall fupply you withal; it is
enough to maintain an honeft provident
man, and ten times more will not be
enough to a profufe mind; a frugal man
witl live comfortably, and plentifully
upon a little, and a profufe man will
live beggarly, neceflitoufly, and in con-
tinual want, whatever his {fupplies be.

13. In all your expences, confider
before hand; can I not be well enough
without this that I am about to buy?
is there an ablolute ncceflity for 1t ? can
I not forbear till I am 1n a better con-
dition to compafs 1t ? if I buy or bor-
row, can I pay? and when? and am I

fure ¢
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fure ? will this expence hold out? how
fhall T bring about the next quarter, or
the next ycar? If young men would
but have the patience to confider, and
afk themfelves queftions of the like na-
ture, 1t would make them confiderate
in thelr expences, provident for the fu-
ture ; and thefe confiderations will, in
an efpecial manner, concern you, in re-
fpeét of your father’s great expences for
you, which though 1 have forgiven, and
forgotten, I would have you remember
with gratitude and caution.

14. The wvanity of young men in
loving fine cloaths, and new fafhions,
and valuing themfelves by them, is one
of the moft childifh pieces of folly that
can be, and the occafion of great pro-
fufenefs and undoing of young men:
avoid curlofity and too much expenfive-
nefs in your apparel; be comcly, plain,

dccent,
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decent, cleanly, not curious or coftly;
it is the fign of a weak head-picce to be
fick for every new fafhion, or to think
himfelf the better in it, or the worfe
without it.

15. Be careful what company you
confort with, and much more careful
what perfons you grow intimate with ;
choofe {ober, wife, learned, honeft, re-
ligious company ; you will gain learning
and wifdom, and improve yourfelf in
learning and goodne{s by converfing
with them : but avoid debauched, fool-
ifh, I1ntemperate, prodigal, atheiflical,
profane company, as you would avoid
the plague; they will corrupt and undo
you ; they are a {ort of the moft pitiful
fools in the world, and famailiar acquaint-
ance and converfation with them, will
endanger to make you like them.

16. Weigh
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16. Weigh and confider your words
before yeu {peak them, and do not talk
at random, Or at a venture; let your
words be few, and to the purpofe; be
more ready to hear others, than to {pcak
yourfelf; accuftom yourfelf to {peak
leifurely, and deliberately, it will be a

means to make you {peak warily and
confiderately.

17. Be very careful to {peak truth,
and beware of lying; as lying 1s dif-

b

- pleafing to God, {o it is offenfive to man,
and always, at the latter end, returns to

the reproach or difadvanrage of him
that ufeth 1it; it 1s an evidence of a
weak and unmanly mind. Be careful
that you belicve not haftily firange
ftories, and be much more careful that
you do not report them, though at the
{fccond hand ; for if it prove an untruth,
as commonly ftrange ftories prove fo,

1t
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1t brings an unputation of levity upon
him that reports 1t, and poflibly fome
difadvantage to others.

1 8. Take heed what you promife; fec
that it be juft, and honeft, and lawful,
and what 1s in your power, honeflly,
and certainly to perform: and when
you -have fo promifed, be true to your
word. It is, for the moflt part, the
fathion of inconfiderate and young men,
efpecially that run in dcbt; they will,
with great affeverations, promife precite
payment at this day, or that day, when
cither they certainly know they cannot
perform, or at leaft have no probable
afflurance that they can do it; and when
their turn is ferved, they arc as back-
ward in their performance, as they were
before liberal in their promifes. Breach
of promifes, and lying, arc much of a

nature,
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nature, commonly go together, and are
arguments of an impotent and unmanly
mind.

19. Beware of gaming ; it is the fud-
deneft confumption of an eftate that
can be, and that vice {eldom gocs alone;
commonly debauchery of all kinds ac-
companies 1t: befides 1t makes a man
of a wild, vaft, and unfettled mind;

and fuch men arc impatient of an ho-
neft calling, or of moderate or honeft

gain.

~0. Run not in debt, cither for wares
jold, or monev borrowed ; be content to
want things that are not of abfolute ne-
cetlity, rather than to run upon the {core;
fuch a man pays at the latter end, one
third part more than the principal comes
to, and is 1n perpectual {ervitude to the
creditors, lives uncomfortably, 1s necef-
{itated
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fitated to increafe his debts, to ftop his
creditors’ mouths, and many times falls
into defperate courfcs.

2r1. Be refpectful to all, familiar and
intimate with few, be grateful to your
benefactors, efpecially to thofe who,
under God, were inftrumental for your
good, in your late ficknefs, and return
vour thanks to them; to your father,
that fpared no coft for your recovery ;
to your doctor, that was exccedingly di-
ligently about you; to thofe that attend-
ed you in your {icknefs; to thofe that,
together with your father, often prayed
to God for your rccovery, and for a
blefling upon this affliction, whole
names you fhall, in due time, particular-
ly know; but, above all, to Almighty
God, who not only provided and blcfied

the means, but faved and dclivered you
above
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above all means, and when means
failed.

22. Laftly, 1 fhall conclude with one
advice more, without the obfervance
whercof, my labour in writing this long
epiftlie will be probably fruitlefs: be not
wife in your own conceit; this is theun-
happy error, and many times the ruin
~of young men ef{pecially ; they are ufually
rafh, giddy, and inconfiderate, and yet
cxtremely confident of that which they
have the leaft reafon to truft; namely,
their own underftanding, which renders
them moft referved from them that are
willing and beft able to advife them, im-
paticnt of reproof, love to be flattered,
and fo becomeincapable of good and wife
counfel, till their follies have rcduced
them to extreme firaits and inconve-
niences; fufpect therefore your own
judgment: advife often with your father,

cipecially
3
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cfpecially in all things of moment; be
oglad of counfel, and bec contented and
willing to follow it, at leaft till ripenefs
of age, obfervation, and experience have
cnabled you to advife yourfelf: this is
an caly, and ready, and cheap way of
attaining wildom, and avoiding infinite
1CoNveniences.

And thus 1 have, i1n this long epiftle,
given you the means how you may im-
prove both your own ficknefs, and re-
covery, to the glory of God, and your
own benefit. 1 f{hall therefore conclude
with two confidcrations that may the
morce engage you to the ufe of both
the{e difpenfations.

1. The danger is great, if affli¢tions
- make not a2 man more humble and duti-
ful; and the danger is yet greater, if

11 any
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any great deliverances and mercies do

not make a man more thankful and obe-
dient to God; becaufe it is the moft
obliging method that the gracious God
can ufe towards the children of men for

that end, 1n this life; and the neglect

of that invitation adds ingratitude and
contempt to the neglect of it.

2. -The benefit that you will receive
by making a good ufe of thefe two dif=
penfations, in improving your dutiful-
nefs and obedience to God, will be fin-
gular and excellent. 1. It will make

you a wife man, by making you a good
and religtous man: believe it from
your ‘father, who will not deceive you;
nay, believe it from.a greater than your
father, the wvery f{pirit of truth, who
cannot :deceive you; the true fear of
'God, is the only true wif{dom: Read
Deut. iv. 6; Job xxviii. 28 ; Plalm cxi.

103
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10; Prov.i.7; Prov.ix. 10; Eccles.
xil. 13; and very many more declara-
tions there are of this great truth. 2. It
will make you a happy man, it will
give you the favour and love of God,
which is better than life iticlf: you ihball
have his mercy to pardon you, his pro-
vidence to proteét you, his wildom to
dire& you, his goodnefs to blefs you, and
to forgive and forget whatever hath here-
rofore been done amifs by you: this will
make all conditions comiortable to you;
whether life or death, ficknefsor health:
by this means you may be a comfort tq

your father, a fupport to your brothers
and fifters, an inftrument of good to

your country, and attain an honeft, cre-
ditable, and competent fubiiftance In
this world, and an everlafting inhe-
rvitance of glory and immortality in the

world to come.

H 2 Thus
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Thus I have given youa large letter of
found and good counfel : fet your heart
to 1t, and obferve and remember it: we
fee how unftable our lives are; you nor
I know not how foon either, or both
of us, may leave this world: it may be>
this may be the laft paper of advice
that your father may give you; but
however it fhall pleafe God to deal with
you or me, touching our continuance in
this world, yet let me lecave this with
‘you, 1n the clofe of this letter; if I
fhall find that thefe diretions are duti-
fully obferved, I thall be ready, from
time to tume, frecly to advife and diret
vou: and as I have pafled by your for-
mer extravagances, {fo 1 fhall hereby have
great affurance, that God hath blefied
this vifitation to you. DBut on the other
fide, 1t I thall find that you neglect my
counfels, that you make light of them,

that
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that you ftill purfue thofe courfes, that
will certainly be bitternefs in the end, I
muft then tell you, I fhall pray for you,
and be forry for you with my heart; but
I fhall not eafily be perfuaded to give
you any more advice, or counfels, where
I find them defpifed or neglected. 1In
this paper there are many things omitted,
which might have been inferted; but
the conftant reading of the holy {crip-
tures, will fupply unto you that defedt ;
I have chofen only, in this paper, to
mention {fuch things to you as are {eafon-
able on this occafion. God Almighty
hath not been wanting to you in admoni-
tion, correction, mercy and deliverance;
neither hath your father been wanting to
you in education, counfel, care and ex-
pence; I pray God Almighty to blefs
all unto you. This is the prayer of
Your loving father,
MATTHLEW HALLEL.
H 3
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EPISTLE e FOURTH.

DIRECTIONS concerning the keeping
the LORD’s DAY.

ADDRESSED to his CHILDREN.

CHILDREN,

' Sent you formerly divers inftructions
concerning your fpeech, and how you
{hould manage it; and being now come
well to b*****  from whence I wrote you
my former inftructions, 1 intend to write
fomething to you of another fubjedt, viz.
your obfervation of the Lord’s Day,
commonly called Sunday; and this I deo

for thefe reafons.
H 4 1. Becaufe
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1. Becaulfe it hath pleafed God to caft
my lot fo, that I am to reft at this place
upon that day, and the confideration
therefore of that duty, ‘1s proper for me
and you; it is Opus diet in die fro, the
work fit and proper for that day.

2. Becaule I have found, by long and
found experience, that the due obfer-
vance oi this day, and of the duties of it,
hath been of fingular comfort and ad-
vantage to me; and 1 doubt not but it
will prove {o toyou. God Almighty is
the Lord of our time, and lends it to us;
and it 1s but juft we fhould confecrate
this part of that time to him.

3. Becaufe I find in the world much
loofenefs and apoftacy from this duty.
People begin to be cold and carelefs init,
allowing themf{clves fports and recrca-
tions, and fecular employments in it,

without
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without any neceflity, which is- a fad
fpectacle, and an 1l prefage. It conx
cerns me therefore, (that am your father)
as much as I may, to reicue you from
that{in which the examples of others, and
the inclination and inconfideratenefs of
yvouth is otherwife apt to lead you into.

I' {hall thercfore fet down to you par-
ticularly, (and not in generals only)
thefe things ;. 1. What is the reafon and
ground of your obfervation of this
day. 2. What things ought not to be
done. upon this 'day which poflibly
may be lawful upon another day. 3.
What things may be done upon this
day. 4. What things are cither f{it or
neceflary to be done 1n order to the
fanctification of this day..

Touching the firft of thefe, viz. The
reafon of the obfervation and {fanctifica-

1 g tion
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tion of this day: And the reafons are
thele 3

1. Itis a moral duty, that {ince the
glorious God gives me my time, I fhould
confecrate and fet apart fome portion of

that time 1in aipecial manner to his fer-
vice.

2. And becaufe the glorious God beft
knows what portion of time is fit to be
peculiarly dedicated to his fervice, that
fo the morality of that time might be
determined unto fome certainty, he
hath by his exprefs precept, given to his
ancient people the Jews, limited one
day of feven to be that fpecial portion
of time, which he would have peculiarly
dedicated to his fervice, and {o to con-

clude *** **%# nto it the morality of
that duty.

3. The
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3. The feventh portion of time, un-
der the old law given to the Jews, was
determined by the precept and command
of God, in the fourth command, and
likewife by his own example confined to
the {eventh day from-the creation.

4. But our Saviour Chrift, who is the
fon of God, bleffed for ever, and i1s the
Lord of the Sabbath, Matt. 12, fulfil-
ling the work of our redemption by his
refurrection upon the firft day of the
week, and by his miffion of the Holy
Ghoft miraculoufly the firft day of the
week, and by the fecret meflage of the
fpirit to the apoftles and primitive
church, hath tranflated the obfervation
of the feventh day of the week, to the
firft day of the week, which is our
Chriftian {abbath.

H 6 Concerning
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Concerning the fecond. It is certain
that what is unlawful to be done upon
another day, is much more unlawful
upon this; as excefs and Intemperance,
and the Like finful and unlawful actions.
But further, there are many things that
may be lawfully done on another day,
which may not lawfully be done upon
this; and many things that are not only

lawful upon another day, but aifo fit, and
decent, which are yet unfit to be done
upon thisday. Upon other days we may
and muft employ ourfelves in our {ecular
and ordinary callings; we may ufe bodily
cxerciles and recreations, as bowling,
{hooting, hunting, and divers others;
we may ftudy human learning: but I
hold thefe to be not only unfit, but un-
lawful to be ufed upon this day, and
therefore remember it. Moderate walk-
ing may thus far be ufed, {o far only, as
it enableth you to the more chearful and

]ivcly
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lively performance of the duties of this
day; and therefore I allow you to walk
foberly, about half an hour after dinner;
to digeft your meat, that you be not
drow{y, nor indifpofed in the religious
duties of the day. Feaftings may be
feafonably ufed fometimes upon other
days, but are unfit upon this. Letonly
fuch provifion be made uponthis day, as
may be neceflary for the family, and the
poor; and therefore I hold that curiofi-
ties, baking of meats, and fuperfluous
provifions upon this day are to be avoid-
ed, as being an unneceflary breaking of
the reft of this day, and unbefeeming
the {olemnity of it.

Thirdly, What things may be done
this day, is a queftion of great latitude,
becaufe circumftances are many, that
do much diverfify the actions of men,

and many times render them lawful or
unlawful,
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unlawful, according to thofe varieties of
circumftances. Therefore I fhall {hortly
{fet down thofe things that do not of them-
{elves diretly tend to the fanétification
of thisday, that yet may, and fometimes
muft be done upon this day. For there
were many things that were ftrictly en-
joined to the Jews in their obfervation
of the fabbath, which were ceremontial,
and concerned only that ftate, and do not
oblige under the gofpel; as their dreffing
meat upon this day was prohibited to
them, but not to us; and many more
things they did forbear and count un-
lawful, which in truth were not only not
forbidden, but enjoined and command-
ed, for which our Lord reproves the
Pharifees, who accounted it a breach of
the fabbath to heal the fick, or to pluck
the cars of corn for neceflary relief of
hunger, Matt. 12. Therefore,

1. Works
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1. Works of abfolute neceflity for man
or beaft }nay be done upon the Lord’s
Day. And thofe I call works of ne-
~ ceffity, which cannot be done before this
day, or after, without apparent danger.
As for inftance, ftopping of the breach
of a fea wall; fupporting a houfe, that
upon a fudden tempeft, or cafualty, is
ready to fall; pulling out an ox or other
beaft fallen into a ditch; preventing of
a trefpafs by a fudden accident that may
be occafioned to my corn, or my neigh-
bour’s; fetting of a broken bone; phyfic
to remove an imminent difeafe or pain;
milking of cows; feeding of cattle; the
neceffary dreffing of meat for the family,
and many more inftances of that kind.
But yet therein, warinefs and integrity
muft be ufed; for otherwife men, under
pretence of neceflity, will take the liberty
to do what they pleafe. Therefore take

thele cautions concerning neceffity.
1. That
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1. ‘That is not a neceffity that excufeth
a work uponthis day, which might have
been reafonably forefeen and done before
the day: as for inftance, a man hath a
neceffity to drefs meat for his family,
which he might have provided'on the
Saturday, and neglects it ;- this neceflity-
will not juftify him in fending two or
three miles to buy meat on the Sunday.

2. Thatis not a neceffity which may
be forborn to be done without any abfo-
lute deftruction orlofs of the thing, un-
til the morrow. 1If a rick of hay be on
fire, I may endeavour to quench it on
the Lord's day : but if my corn be cut,
and. lying upon the ground on the Sa-
turday, though the weather be rainy, or
inclining to wet, I'may not make it into
cocKs, orfetch it home upon the Lord’s
day; becaule poffibly Almighty God
may fend fair weather to~-morrow. And

| therefore
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therefore in my forbearance I do two
duties under one, viz. Obf{erve his law,
and reft upon his providence. Men have
neceflities many times to.ferve their eafe,
and floth, and fancies, when in truth
there 1s.none, but the bufine{s may be
deferred without anydanger. 1f wewould
be more faithful in.our obedience to God,
we {hould find many pretended neceffities
to vanith into mere imaginations.

3. Works of charity; relief of the
poor ; adminiftering phyfic upon an ap-
parent neceflity; vifiting or comforting
the aftli¢ted; admonifhing the diforderly,
perfuading peace between neighbours
offended, and endeavouring to compofe
differences which require not much ex-

amination, or cannot be deferred with-
out an apparent danger of greater mif-
chicf. Thefe are not only permitted,

but commendable, nay commanded,
UPOH.
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upon this day. But if the bufinefs re-
quire examination, oy may be deferred
till to-morrow, then it is beft to defer
fuch examinations and treaties between
offended parties till another day; be-
caufe they will take away too much. of
‘the little precious portion of time of this

day, and may be as well done to-mor-
FOW.

As to the fourth, what is proper, fit,
or neceffary to be done, in order to the
fanétification of this day, I will {fet down
particularly ; for generals feldom pro-
duce any great effeCt, becaufe every man
is apt to conftrue them according to his.
qwn mind and liking. '

1. I would not have you meddle with
any recreation, paftimes, or ordinary
work of your calhng, from Saturday
evening to Monday morning.

2. Rife
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2. Rife at leaft three hours before
| morning fermon; and when you have
made yourfelf full ready, and wafhed,
and fitted yourfelf for the folemnity of
the day, read two chapters in the bible,
and then go fuiemnly to your private
prayer, and defire of God his grace to
enable you to fanctify his day; and after
your private prayer, readanother chap-
ter, and let your reading be with atten-
tion, obfervation, and uncovered on
your head.

3. When you are in the p.uinc wor-
fhip and fervice of God, be uncovered

all the while of reading, praying, or
preaching.

4- Kneel upon your knees at prayer,
{tand up at the reading of the pfalms,
and at the firft and fecond leffon, and

the
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the epiftle and gofpel, &c fo you fhall
avoid offence.

§. Sit at - the' fermon, and be very
attentive at your prayers, and in your
hearing. 1 recommend your -writing
the fermon, efpecially till you are one
or two and twenty years old, becaufe
young minds are apt to wander, and
writing the fermon fixeth them, and
maketh them more attentive.

6. When the minifter readeth any
pfalms or leflons, turn to them in your
bible, and go along with him.

* 7. Be very attentive and ferious at
church; ufe no laughing nor gazing
about, nor whifpering.

8. Sing the pfalms with the reft of
the congregation.
g. Eat
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9. Eat moderately at dinncr, rather
Aparingly than plentifully upon this day.
thac you may be fit for the afternoon’s
exercife, without drowfinefs or dulnefs.

10. Walk half an hour after dinner
in the garden to digeft your meat, then
retire to your chamber to “ commune with
your own beart,’”” until church time.

11. If you are-well, be {ure to go te
church morning and afternoon, and be
there before the minifter begin, and ftay
till he hath ended: and all the while you
are at church, carry yourlelf gravely,
{oberly, and reverently.

12. After evening f{ermon go up te
your chamber, and read a chapterin the
bible; then examine what you have

written of the {ermon.

13. 1



r
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13. In all your {peeches or actions of
this day, let there be no lightne{s nor
vanity; but let your actions and {peech
be fuch as the day is, {erious and facred,
tending to learn or inftruct in the great
bufinefs of your knowledge of God, and
his will, and your own duty.

14. After f{upper, every one of you
going to bed, kneel down upon your
knees, and defire of God his pardon for
what you have done amifs this day, and
his blefling uponl what you have heard,
and his acceptance of what you have en-
deavoured 1n his fervice.

15. Perform all this chearfully, and
uprightly, and honeftly : and accountit
not a burthen to you; for affure your-
felves you fhall find a blefling from God
in fo doing. And remember it is your
father that tells you {fo, and 1bas loves
you, and will not deceive you,

And
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And thus T have written to you of the
- obfervation of the Lord’s day; wherein,
though I have omitted many things that
might have been fit to be inferted, yet
you muft confider that I had but a fmall
poriion of time allowed me to write,
while I Iny at an inn, and upon that
day whercin 1 have performed thofe
duties, which I now enjoin you. Let
the original be laid up {afely for your
brother R , and every one of you
take coples of it, that you may thereby
remember the couniels of,

PDear Children,

Your loving father,

MATTHEW HALE.

O&ober 20, 1662.
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