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THE PREFACE,
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G- CHEAP edition of Bifhop Watfon’s Apology

for the Bible has beea for fome time in ge-
neral circulation :—In that work, the Bithop
of Llandaff has fo ably refuted the fhallow and pro-
fane writings of Thomas Paine againft the Truth
and Authenticity of the Bible, and has fo fully ex.
pofed his ignorant and blafphemous attempts againft
the vitals of all religion, that it is the duty of every
man to perufe the book attentively, as he values the
charadter and the hopc of a Chriftian! ‘The lan-
guage 1s plain, and the arguments are conclufive;
fo that all ranks of men may ¢ read and under-
ftand ;” ¢ with the heart believing unto righteouf-
nefs, and with the mouth making confeflion unto
falvation.” ( Romans x. 10.) |
But it is fuperfluous (if not impertinent) to ftate

'my fentiments more fully upon the merits of that

performance.—I have named it {and who can name
it without a note of admiration }) becaufe the Bifhop’s
oblervations and teftimony in favour of my author,
and his Lordfhip’s example in the mode of publi-
cation, have 'induced me to offer this treatife in its
prefent form, to the notice of my Townimen in
particulary and of my Countrymen at large,

It {eems proper to premife, that when firlt T en-
deavoured to prepare myfelf for the facred office of
a Chriftian Minifter, it was my inftruftive employ-

A2 ment



1V, PRETFAC T,

ment to tranflate into Englith the following Treatife
of Hugo Grotius on the Truth of Chriftianity.
The eafy nature of my tatk made me not appre-
henfive of any unfavourable conftiuction of my mo-
tives, in publifhing this tranilation* fifteen years ago:
and I am willing to believe, that my prefent time of
life will fecure me {till more from the imputation of
felf-conceit, or of the flighteft pretentfions to literary
fame, 1n the fiep which I now take. Indeed, it
feems ridiculous o deprecate a charge of this na-
ture upon the prefent occafion. DBut however tri-
vial and fecondary my oflice may appear, the merits
of the original are eminently great. Now, it is my
duty, and my wifh, to communicate to others the
conviction which 1 feel myfelf, from the following
thort treatife, upon that higheft object of all hu-
man inquiry, the Truth of Chriftianity; and, there-
fore, it feems advifeable, that the public attention
fhould, 2y awy means, be drawn to a perufal of this
work, The times more efpecially require it:--Times,
in which the principles of barbarous anarchy, and
of mad infidelity would equally deprive us of all
prefent comfort, and all future blifs! Hence the
more particular obligation, the.more urgent necefli-
- ty, of counteralting that poifon which is infufed
with wicked indultry, and cruel artifice, into every
vein of the public body, by circulating through the
fame channels thofe valuable antidotes, which con-
tain the moft wholefome and efhcacious evidence of
~ the Chriftian Faith! In the prefent {mall treatife,.
that evidence amounts to demonftration; and if my.

* Tlhe Tranflator having been affured that a fecond edition, in
type and paper like the former, would be acceptable to feveral in«
dividuals, intends fhortly to prepare it for the prefs, with a tranfla-
tion of the two fupplementary books by Le Clerc, and with occas
ficnal notes,

{ituation
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PREIMACE, V.
fitiation in this large and important place, and my
more immediate connexion with a populous and re-
fpeCtable part of it, fhould happily promote 1ts local
circulation, the confequences, I {hould hope, muft
be beneficial to many 1 {ettling and {ecuring their
religious principles. It is natural, and it is right,
that thofe principles fhould ftand or fall as the Au.
thenticity, of the Bible, and the Truth of Revela-
tion, {hall be eftablithed or overthrown. ‘This, then,
15 a point of unfpeakable importance to every {oul of
man ; to the pooreft, as much as to the richeft
members of every Church and Nation in the Chrif-
tian World !

Now a fober and difpaflionate perufal of this {in-
gle book may be juftly expected to fatisfy every ho-
neft and ingenuous mind 3 to fix the wavering, and
confirm the faithful : and fhould I thus become the
means of tranimitting corfolation or convittion to
any individual, whofe thoughts may have been dif-
trefled or difturbed by-the fpecious reafonings of a
falfe philofophy, or by the infamous aflertions of a
blind unbelief, my endeavours will receive their hap-
piell recompenfe —Wretched reafoners, indeed, are
they, who can [eek to cheat us of our main fupport
—To fhake our confidence in that rock of ages, Je-
fus Chrift, the righteous !-—Wretched cavillers, in-
deed, are they, who can doubt or deny the Founda-
tion of our Faith!

The Holy Scriptures have been ferutinized and
fifted to the bottom : they have ftood the teft of
ages— Lhey have undergone (as it was fit) the moft
minute nquiry by enemies as well as friends—by
men of the higheft character in point of ftation, abi-
lities, and learning, at different periods and in dif-
tant nations---Lhe fear of God, and the faith of
Chrift, have greatly furmounted the moft violent . af

A3 {aults
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faults : they havc hitherto prevailed aganft ¢ the
gates of hell.” — Chriftianity fubfifted during the
three firlt centuries not only without the protection
of the civil government, but in direct oppofition to
the {word of power, wielded with exterminating fu-
ry; nay it became only the more rooted by thole
{truggles which muft have overthrown it, had it-been
« the counfel or the work of man!” (Aésv. 38.)
It baffled all the wit, and firength, and malice, of
its moft cruel and inveterate perfecutors; and has
not onlw maintained but enlarged its influence, by

~° means apparently unequal to its arduous conteft

with a wicked world for almoft eighteen hundred
years ' Shall we sow abandon the facred caule!
shall we now, like Judas, betray our Mafter ¢ OShall
we brand the enlightened times in which we live,
with the infamous mark of a general Apoftafy dif«
sraceful to the darkeft ages?

.The authority of the Scriptures will be feen to.
ftand upon the moft complete and conclufive evi-
dence which any antient writings can pofhbly pol-
{fefs—The third book of the enfuing treatife, may
alone convince any rational and impartial reader
that the proofs of his own exiftence are not more:
fatisfaCtory than thofe which eftablith the Authenti-.
city of the Scripturest So true is that ¢ faying,
and worthy of all men to be reccived that Jefus
Chrift came into the world to fave finners.” (1.
Tim. 1. 15.) If thisbe {o, what is the immediate,
the unavoidable inference? Shall we now {uffer
the ¢ Enemy and the Blafphemer” to burn our very
Bibles and to cancel all our hopes of efernal Salva~
zion | To rob us of this higheft confolation which
our nature can enjoy ! To deprive us of this drvine
aid, {o powerful in all temporal calamities {-—in fick-
nels—in poverty—in {orrow !  So enlivening in the

gloomy.



| SR

PRETF A C E, Vi,

rloomy hour of diltrefs and defpondency---fo cheer-
ing in the bitternefs of pain----fo grateful to the
wounded {pirit of repentant finners—fo animating
in every conflilt of our mortat {tate—every ftrugp-
ele of life—every pang of death l—What equiva-
lent for this can the whole world offer us, when
the frame of nature is finking under us; when
kingdoms vanifh, and their glories fade!!

Reflexicns of this tendency will naturally anfe
(and their influence will give us the molt feafon-
able aid} when our minds are endeavouring to attain
their proper temper ‘for the ftudy of Religious
Truths.  Let me hope that my readers are thus
ferioufly difpofed, upon a {ubject of all others the
moff [erious and important! ‘They will then fee,
with jult {entiments of alarm and abhorrence, the

Madnefs of Irreligion?  They will cherifh that Faith

“ which overcometn the world ”-~-They will keep
conftantly in view, they will lay earneftly to heart,
that awful alternative which is given to us all by our
blefled Lord himfelf: ¢ wholoever ihall confefs me
before men, him will 1 confefs alfo before my Fa.

- ther which is in Heaven : but wholoever fhall deny
- me before men, him will T deny alfo before my Fa-
- ther which is in Heaven V' ( Matthew x. 32.  See
alfo. Luke xat, 8.) * |

——

S T ——————

s

WE ftand, at this moment, in a molt intereft.

ing and confpicuous point of view, political
and religious. As a Nation, we have long and glo--
rioufly difplayed, to the envy and admiration of the
whole world, the practical obfervance of thofe tem-

perate, rational, and wife limits, which defcribe the
A 4 | highef
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highefl point of Freedom. As a Chriftian People, we
are cqually poffeffed of a {till more plorious diftine-
tion ;—the Temple of Religion in its pureft and:
moft reformed flate. * ‘T'o maintain, inviolate, thefe
greatelt bleflings, againft the fecret contagion of a
wicked example, and the open rage of an inveterate
foe, will prove {under Providence) their int1infic ex-
cellence, and the injinite vaine of thoie principles which
happily ftill aniwate the national Characier,.——
O that we may ¢ bow our hearts, as the heart of
one man” to realize thefe facred objects of a juft
ambition ! that we may indeed preferve, as a bright
and glorious exception,—the unequalled {yftem of
our Civil and Religious Conftitution, amidft the
ftrupgles and the fhock of nations! That thefe
eminent privileges of genuine Chriftianity, and of
true liberty, which the piety and the patriotifim of
our anceftors fo nobly refcued, in two former ages,
from fuperftitious and defpotic chains, may never
be furrendered to the intrigues of treachery, nor to-
the violence of invalion.

So thall this crifis of general confternation and
danger (if we allo profit by it to prove our Faith by-
a practical amendment of our lives) ferve only to
enhance, nationally, our temporal honours, and to
promote 1ndividually, ocur eternal happinefs, finally
evincing to the whole Chriftian world that ¢ all
things work together for good to them that love
God 17 (Romans viils 28.)

20 L 3
SPENCER MADAN.
Birnﬁngham, February 13,1797,

* Would to God that in this light alfo we could pra&ically
fhew the perfection of our fyflem ! The foundation of our hope,

would be then, indeed fecure and joyful to our temporal and
¢teraal advantage ) ;
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TO THE MOST NOBLE AND MOST EXCELLENT

JEROME EBIGNON,

THE KING'S ADVOCATE IN THE SUPREME COURT
OF AUDIENCE AT PARIS,
i——————m-———n

BOOK THE FIRST

—-———*-ﬁ———

‘CH AP I

The occafion of the prefent work.

HAT may be the purport of my writings,
in behalf of Chriftianity, as thf:y are de-

hivered in my native language, 1s a quef-

tion, Noble Sir, which you frequently propofe to
me ; you who are a man entitled altogether to every
honour which your country can confer, to every
commendation which the caufe of letters can be-
ftow, and (fuffer me to add) to every acknowledg-
ment which my poor fervices can offer.—lhe quef-
tion, I confe(s, I by no means wonder at from you;
for a man of your extenfive, or rather univerfal
reading, aflitted, at the {ame time, by the cleareft
' judgement,
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bighefl point of Freedom. As a Chriftian People, we’
are equally poffefled of a ftill more glorious diftine
tion j—the Temple of Religion in its purcit and:
moft reformed ftate.* To maintain, inviolate, thefe
greateflt bleflings, againft the fecret contagion of a
wicked example, and the open rage of an inveterate
foe. will prove (under Providence) their infiinfic ex-
cellence, and the infinite value of thofe principics which
happily f{till aniwate the national Charalier,——
O :hat we may ¢ bow our hearts, as the heart of
one man” to realize thefe facred objedts of a jult
ambition ! that we may indeed preferve, as a bright
and glorious exception,—the unequalled {yftem” of
our Civil and Religious Conftitution, amidit the

ftrugales and the fhock of nations! That thefe
eminent privileges of genuine Chriftianity, and of
true liberty, which the piety and the patriotilm of
our anceftors {o nobly refcued, in two former ages,
from fuperftitious and defpotic chains, may never
be furrendered to the intrigues of treachery, nor to
the violence of invalion.

So fhall this crifis of general coniternation and
danger (if we alfo profit by it to prove our Faith by
a praftical amendment of our lives) ferve only to
enhance, nationally, our temporal honours,- and to
promote individually, our eternal happinefs, finally
evincing to the whole Chriftian world that ¢ all
things work together for good to them that love
God 17 [ Romans viils 28.)

20 4 3
SPENCER MADAN.,
Birmingham, February 13, 1707

* Would to God that in this light alfo we could pra&fically
fhew the perfection of our fyftem! The foundation of our hope,

would be then, indecd fecure and joyful ¢o our temperal and
¢teraal advantage ) )



