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EDITOR's PREFACE . 
• 

• 

HE fucceffive attacks of Infidels, on the 
Divine Authority of the Old and New 

Tefiament, have occafioned the publication of 
many elaborate defences of Revealed Religion. 
Thefe publications being recondite and expen
five, have not been much perufed; and indeed if 
they had been more generally read~ it appears to 
me, that many of thefe publications would ra
ther injure than ferve that caufe which they 
were profeifedly defigned to promote. For 
whilfi: forne of thefe writers contend, ina learn
ed and judicious manner, for the genuinenefs of 
thofe books~ which are comprized in the Old' 

• 

and New Teftament, they give up their diville 
h?fpiratio1t; and thus unintentionally betray 
Chriftianity into the hands of its enemies. The 
Infidel from hence may take occafion to fa",. 
" TIle writers of the Bible declared, that they' 
were Divinely Infpired; but, according to rour 
account, they were not; if they could rell 0 Ie 

A 2. fulich'')0d 

• 
• 
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TH~EDITOR'5 PRET-'ACE. 

falfehood to ferve the :au[e in which they were' 
enlifted, W11Y not tell a thoufand ?" 

That the writers of the New Teftament be·. -
lieved themfelves divinely infpired, is dear from 
their writings; in which there are many decla
rations to this effeCl:. (Eph. iii. 4,5,) fJ7hereZ,y 
'lvhm )'e reae!, )'tJ may wulc1flmlcl my know/edg-e ilz 
tbe l1Z):/lery of Chr~jl, 'which ilt other ages 'u.ias 110t 
made knoum twto tbe,jims if mert; as it is now re
vealt!d mUo his holy ./lpqjl/es and Prophets by the 
Spirit., ' 

And the Old Teftament was written, by holy 
mell if God, 'who Jpake as the)' 'were bonze 01Z by the 
:Holy Spirit. (2 Pet. i. 21.) Origen, who lived 
in the third century, obferves, H That if a man. 
\>'ouM not confefs himfelf to be an l11jidel, he 
mufi: admit the ill/piralioJt of the Scriptures." By 
Dr. Doddridge it is remarked, "Nothing can be 
more evident, than that a firm and cordial belief 
of the INSPIRATION of the StIcred Scrip/tires is 
of the higheft moment, not only to the edifica-. 
tion and peace of the Church, but, in a great 
meafure, to its very exiftence. For if this be 
given up, the authority of Revelation is ener-· 

vated, 

• 
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vated, and its n[e dcfl:royed: the ftar, which is 
to direct our courfe is clouded; our compafs is 
broke to pieces; and we are left to ma.ke the 
voyage of life in fad uncertainty, amidfl: a thou~ 
fand rocks, and {helves, and quickfands." 

• 

As Dr. Doddridge believed· in the infpiration 
of the Scriptures, fo did Dr. Jennings, and they 
both confidered it as a very important article of 
their faith. If what the Doctor has faid in there 
Sermons does nor directly tend to confirm this 
doB:rine> it does ultimately; and the kind of 
evidence which he adduces in defence of Di~ 
vine Revelation, is eafy to be comprehended by 
every clafs of readers. The .method in which 
he treats the fubjeCt is perfpicuous; the ftyle is 
plain and. familiar, and the whole is animated 
by a fpirie of ferioufnefs and benevolence. As 
the traB: is of intrinfic value, fo I think its re
publication is by no means unfeafonable. If it 
fuould convert one Infidel; if it lhould confirm 
any who are in a ftate of furpenCe and helita
tion; if it {bould excite gratitude to God in the 
minds of thofe Chriftians, whofe hearts are eibl
blilhed with grace~ it will afford fatisfaction and 

pleafure 

• 

• 
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plea[ure to the Editor, that he has been necef
fary to its re- publication. 

Be7ljamill Cracknell . 
• 

• 

• 

THE 



, , 

THE AUTHOR'S 

p E A 171 
" 
:.10 

-----,-, - , 

HE apparent Incrcare of Infidelity, or ~It !c;1{/: of 

the open ProfefIion of it, of late Yc,lrs, among 

Cu<.:.h as difrc;lilh. the Pllrityof the Scripture Prc<.:epts, 

Cannot uut be matter of deep Conccm with all, who 

honour God, ,,\"110 love the Lord ]efus Chrifl: in Since

rity, and who have CompaHion on their fellow-Mor
tals, whofe dangerous Condition they fee and bewail, 

while the God of this World hath blinded the Minds of 
them ..... ·ho believe not. To this pious and charitable 

Concern it is, doubtlefs, owing, that I have been ear

lleL1ly folicited to publifh there two Sermons. I hoped 

to have been excufed from publiihiilg u.ny thing more 

during the now {hart remainder of my Life; for my 
Years are too many, and my Time is too much filled 

IIp with my flated J3ufinefs, to admit of that PoJifhing 

which is expeClecl in Difcourfes that appear in Print. 

But there is a Sort of Importunity which it is hard to 

refi{/:, and there are Friends to whom one knows not 

how to deny any thing; and therefore there Sermons, 

which 'were preached without the leaft View to their 

being made more public, mll{/: now venture illto the 

;Vorld. I am 'well a ware that fome Per[olls may 
judge 
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judge it to be needlcfs and impertinent to publilh there 
plain Difcollr[es, on an Argument which has been ell 
well, and fo much more full\[ hamlkd in feveral Boo!,-s , 
already ex.tant: Bllt it has been dlcdged th~lt thofe 
larger Treatifes arc [cldom rC~td by the common Peo
ple, among whom the Faihion of Deifm, and of con
temning the Scripture is very much i"prcatl'4u:d has 

infected even the lower Cbllcs of l\hnkind; ami therc-
-fore it has been much deflred that tl1t;[c Sermons mil!ht 

~ 

be publi!hcd, in ;t rmall Volu111e by themfdvcs; in 

hopes that fo iittle and chenp a Book may be read b), 
m:UlY, who will neither be at the ex pence of procllring, 

• 

nor at the Pains of reading larger Volumes. Some 

good Succe[s which, I am informed, Gml was plea fed. 
to give to thefe Sermons in preaching, is all Encou
ragement to hope that He may alfo be pleafed to make 
them of U fe in reading. 

As in this Pub! ication I have gratified the Deftre of 
many of my Chrifl:ian Friends; Co I hope that, in Re
turn, they will gratify my Delire and Requefi, \\'hich 
is, that they will join .... "ith me in earneft Prayer to God 
for his 13le!!ing on there Sermons, that fa they may be 
fome TvIcans of Hopping the Progrefs of Infidelity, of 

-recovering fuch as are already taken in the Snare of the 
Devil, and of dbb!i(hing the Faith of the People of 

God; amI. [0, though 110t othenvifc, will they ali'o do 

honour to the Judgement of thofc at whofe DeGre they 
are publiilietl. 

D. 1ENNINGS. 
~ 

• 
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SEI{.l\{ON I. 

-_._----------

JOHN xxi. 2·J. 

• 

BUS St. John folenmly afferts the truth of Wl!.::l 

he had written in the foregoing hiftory, conceru·· 
iug the life, death and refurrecrion, of Jefus Chrill.. 
He had not written there things upon hear fay and un
certain report, but upon his own certain knowledge; 

they were no other things th::n \vh:lt he had Jet'll with 
his own eyes, and heard with his own cr.r:;, wl~ich he i!;!d 

looked upon, or attentively cOllficiered, and 'lUDic,:. his 
hands had, as it were, handled qf de 'lu()rtl of life, ,1.5 h~ 

• 

fpeaks in the firft vcrfe of his fi;·[l: Epifl:k; :md there-

fore he had the fullcfi: aifUfancc of the truth of tile ' 

tefHmony which h~ had gi\rcn cC}!'tcer!"Jing them. But 
his form of cxpreffion, 'LUC know, b:s led fome to [t:p-

. 'pore that this Iall: chapter, or :It lcaf'( the two bf1: verfel:> 

of it, were written by fome other hand, and figncd by 

, 
• 

• • , 

· ' · ' 
• 

• • , , . 
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['Jl11C othcr of Chrift's dircil)J(~S thcn livillg, a:; their at

tcltalior:. to the tnnh of St. T"!in's (juCnd: but I fec . , 
,. f i" j' C' , 1': • J I ' . no rcaloa or t::~-:n a Up?o.ITt n, dI1CC ~':'. O .. ln fllln-

fclf lIfes ex;!cl:ly the f;nl1c Forni of o:prdlion in his 

Epi!l:l::, " That "vhich 'we have fecn and h(;"rd, tlecbrc 
" we lm'co Ii.}!!," St. Palll 7.1[0 \Vr~:t:s ia the fame , 

manner, 1 Their. ii. 18. "VVhcn:fu~c 'we , ..... o1lId have 

« C0111C unto ,yell, even 
• 

1 P 1" Zl t! ... Perhaps St. John 
tires WI? inrtcad of [ in Ihe , I ' text, partiy to t cnote Ute 

gen.;rd alfent wl:kh m'~n give to fuch fort of t(;[{i-
• 

Inonyas he bd Fi,en concerning Chrilt. The teili-
~ --=-

mony of a man of 1:llb1(>llliH1L'\ char;-.Cl:::r, 'who was an 

cyc-witncfs of faeL, is gt:n~lally crcdite·!; fcw, if 
any, will dOlibl blot fuell " man's reftimony, on !lis 

(n,vn pcrron:ll knowh:dg<:', is true; ~nd fuch was the 

tefEmony v;l:ich 5,. J ;)\lll had gino, ano writlen in 

this hii'tory conCe: nir,g Jefus Chri[l:; therefore 7"ue all 

ln~w, or it is the comrm:n f"nre of mankind in fllen 
, 

matter~, II.'at his tljiillnnJ is I I'll t' , And efpcci:llly St. 

J oh 11 l1'l<:ant io d~cbre his ovvn certainty of thefe 

thing~, as he haJ done b~farc," chap. xix. 35, "He 
" th:tt faw ir ktre record, ;.~nd Us record iti true; and he 

• 

" knoweth .h:lt h:: faith truc." St. John was affured, 
bc;yc1nd :til doubt ;!.I,d h':i1'ntion, ;h"t his tcf1:imony con

cerning C!lI'·ili: 'l.':l- t ~ue: but ti,;y,.. arc VJC to be alTun:d 
• 

of it? T~'I;-,t i~ til':: qll(' it i·,11i w:,i,'h I prnpofe to han-

dle in thio diko:,d''::. \Nl;:l~ ("vi:.i-cnc...: L:l.vC we of the 

tnnh of ihc Gllj'pd, l'po[J 

words our own, ,mel [aI', 
• 

, 

7.UC: kj/o7.u thai his • • 
ti!i.lIl/Oi;Y lS 

frilc? 
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trut? Now .• in difcollrling. on this pnint, I (hal1 not 

cOllfint: l11yf.::lf w Sr. J 01111 S tdlim~my, an:!. to th'Jfe' 
tl 'I'n'7S ()'Ily ,,,1,;,,11 'If' I,·" J·""()r,lc·! 1"1 ',,; .. 1::1, ,'" "f I '5' .. ~.. • - L ....... • \..,- , .. \. • .1 •• l.t .... ! '\.... 

Chriit; but I {hall t:Ik:! in ;dr) thi: t(;;l imo; :-. ,:f :lll 
the other _Ap~'((!cs ~lnd f:icrcd \.;ri:(~j~, c("':1ce:i~:ijg all 
l' h' I ' I' , _., ., tJ:l1Dtr'S \V Ie) arc contalflC{ III ~Jle l~.t:Ji'{ ~.,:: ,ultl!'l':.", 

~. • L 

and I hnpe to lhew YOll (to the c.,nvi:=ti:>Il of any 

[ueh <IS m~y doubt of this tcnimor..\',' ;Ind 1'(>1' ,he fur
thcr dlablilhmcnt of tlte faith of ih(;il: ,','iI:) iwli~' .. e 
it) that il i., true; [() t It:!t as f!.'p)', 

their lives and their fouls upon 

fo too. 

• It, 'LUf n~ay 

Here, that we may proceed by reg1llar ftcps 
enquiry into the truth of tl,is tellimo!iY, or 

• 
In OilA' 

() .c ,t,., 
1 d;1. 

Scriptllre Revebdon, 'we {hall fid~ confi:lcr the prc;/'t1-
iJilit)' of it, :!l1d then, [econdiy, the ccrl{/i;,/~l' of il; thai' 

it is probable to be true, and then that is more than 

probable; fo that we al fa Ina), f~y, IIpon fllnici ::111 

c-vidcnce, ,:uc kllOW that thi:;·tcjlil?!~ny is fmc . 

• • 
Firjl, As to the prob .. bility of this tefiimcmy, 0:

of the Scripture Revelation. We hear of rOIll'~ thiIlgs 
which are fo utterly improbabJe to be true, that ,\,(, 
do not think it worth while to give ot1rfclves O1ny trou·· 
hIe to enquire about them, but rcjeCl:. thcm at once as 
mere fable. So fome perf OilS treat the Gofpcl; bllt--. 

fueh perrons are grievouOy, and, it "'may bc fCJrcd~ 

fatc:.l1y miftaken; for there is· much marc probability, 
.... 
. 0 2 

, 

• 

, 
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at lean, that tllis tdHmony is true, than what they 
Ihink f()r. 1'01', 

1. If is 'l//!I] ("er/(Iill tbat we greotly needed/lie,; a Iejli

IMIIJ or n'Ve/a!iof! from God as the BiUe is. It is ClIytrtin, 

I fay; however con[idcntly fame will atTert that the 

lit;ht of n~Hural rcafon alone is fufficient to teach men 

~dl their dllty, an!! to guide them in the way to happi

m;{s. "vVere /luI! true, and could it be made to appeal' 

to be true, ·w:.! 'would gi VI': up the Bi hie at once; for 
jt is neft to bc: thollght that God would fend liS a Re

velation which Vie had no need of. But how plainly 

does tho;.: contrary appe:lr to be trlle? For look into 
any heu.',hcn nation, where the lightof divine Revelation 

never c;:mc, and fee what mere human rcafon did, or 
has ever do:!e, to make men wife, and geod, :mdholy~ 
to alO'N' them their dllty, and to prevail with them to 
pracliCe it. '."ihat do we f~e in any of thofc nations, 
btl t th::! rnqit. fcnfelefs idolatries, and moll: immoral 

practices? Thl: Apo!l:lc give3 us the true picture of 

the gentiles, and of the manner of their life, in the 

J Pet. iv. 3. "They 'walked in lafdvioufncfs, lufts, 

" exccfs of 'wine, revel\ing~, b:mq'lettings, and abo
" min:..bJ.:: idolatries," and fo they do 11m, and fo it 
may rc:n[onably ue cxpuflc.:d they always will do, until 
God !hall plc.:afe to [end his Gofpel among them • 

• 

Nml'", can we be: [0 vain as to think that our rca[oning 

powers arc fo much better than theirs, that if we hac[ 

been left, as they are, to the lucre llna11i1l:cd light of 

natur~l 



EXAMINED AND CONFIRMED, .-: . -. 
natural reaf(lll, we lhould have fpdt Ollt Ollr duty and' 
our immortal interefi better than they have done? 

No, no, human natllre and human rcafon arc much 
tile [.IITIe all the world oVI.~r. I doubt not but the 

molt ravage nations of heaihens have as good natu

ral g<:nitd:':s among them as are to be found in the 

politer nati,)ns of ChriHian.'l. Vlhat then is it that 

lIas made the diffi:rence betwixt us and them? \Vhy 
are not WI.! pl'ac1:iflng the fame fcnrelers idolatries that. 

thc.:y do? Why are not we as fl:upidly ignorant of the 

things of God, and the duties of mor'lity and religion, 
as they are? I t is doubtlef.~ Revelation that lws made 
the difference; it is becaufe God has gin:n us the 1 ight. 
of his glorious Gof'pel, wbich he has not gh'cn to. 
them; otherwife we have no rearOll to think but v,e. 

{houid have been as ignorant as they aI-e. I I is a com~ 

mOil faying, .:lnd a very true one, Ihere is IIvargument .. 

ag(:il~/111Ia/ter el/aa: Now the fact is, th:lt there nci

ther is. nor ever was, any nation under Heaven on 
which the light of revelati()11 had not lhined, but what. 

W:1.<, in the general, thus fl:upidly ignorant and wkk
cd_ How natural then is the inference? How fair 

tlw cnnclutlon? That if we were not favoured with· 
the light ('If the Gorpel, we lhould have been fuch as 

thofe Heathens are. This then, nldhinks, might be 

enough to convince liS, that we l1cetkd a. revelation. 
" 

from Gett, and! hat the light of reafon only is by n;>, 
!.l1,·ans (,.ff..; nt to gil ide men in the way of truth;. 

duty, and nalJtJlm:ls. 
And 

• 

• 

• 
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And further, it Ihould fcem that men have generally 
been fenfible of their need of a revelation from Hea

ven, from the many pretended revelations which have 
been broached in the worlel, and the readinefs with 
which they have been received by multitudes of people. 
Whence is it that the Alkoran '*' of Mahomet, for in
fiance, which abounds with fuch fenfelefs rhapfodies 
;tild idle tales, has b~en received as a divine revelation 
by fo many nations? Does not that plainly fhew that , 
they arc fenfible of their need of a revelation from 

• 

Cod, to infima: them in their duty, and the way to 
, 

happinefs ; and that the light of their unaffiited reafon 
is not fllfficient for that purpofe? and therefore, ra
ther tlum have no revelation, they will take up with fo 
wretched a forgery; fo that. in this matter, we might 
appeal to the common feufe of mankind, that we ftand 
in need of a revelation from Goel. 

Again, another argument to prove our need of fuch 
a tcHimony, or revelation from God, as the Gofpel is, 
may be, that without it we fhOllld have no fllfficient' 
encouragement to praClife our duty, even though we 
knew it. Suppofc the light of rear on only could have 

lJ I c:lll it the Alkoran, in compliance with ct~ftom, though if 
""ould be mere proper to ray, tbe Koran; for t1u! p:,rticle AI, in 
f.-.I:. Arabic l .. ng\\age, fignifit!s tbc, amI Korall is {I Rradillg. (.lr that 
'l.vhich OU};!Jt to be read. But, as feveral El1glifh r~adt:r5 would 

'hardly kn(.w ",llat book, VIlas rn"ant by that title, I choofe to give 

~t tlle common title 'vhi~h CUll;r.lID hili made Lmiliar to us. 

111 owed 
, 
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fltowed us, in all cafes, what is our duty to do, yet, 

without thofe motives and encouragements which the 
Gofpel gives, I know not what Jhould move and en
courage liS to praCtife it. What encouragement could 

finners have to repent, and return to God and their 

Ctlty? What ground of hope of the pardon of their 

fins, and of future bleffednefs? Sn rely none that was 
• 

fufficient, none that would be effeCtual to move them 

to religion. Here I might eafily {how you the infuf

ficiency of the light of nature, and confequently the 

neceffity of a revelation from God, in a great many 
particulars; but it may be fufficient to in/lance in thefe 

two, fitft, A revelation from God was rtccelTary to gi\-c 

tiS any reafonable hope of the pardon of our fins. AmI, 
ftcondly, To give us any well-grounded hope of a fu

ture {tate of bleffednefs. Thefe arc two of the molt 
, 

animating principles of all religion and virtue, and for 
hoth we are plainly beholden to revelation. 

Firfr, .Ii new ami luper-11atural re'velalim from God 

was necejJary to give jinners any 1"Cf:/onalle hope of the 
pardon qf their }ins; and without that there conld be no 

religion in the ,",.'OrId; no encouragemc::lt to repent 

and to do any duty at all : bllt the finners of this world, 

if,they were not abfolutc1y l1:upid and thollghtlefs about 

their fouls and eternity, would fink into dcfpair, as the 

damned in hell do. Our own confciences will tell us 
that we axe finncrs; that we have broken our Maker's 

lalV; that we have 1l10fi: ungratefully and illameflilly 
, alienated 

, 
• 
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nlicnateu our hearts from his love, aml Ol1r lives from 
his fear, that we have waib:d contrary to God; amI 

therefore, as he is a jutl: and hllly God, m:r own reaf:1!1 

wi!! alfo ttll tiS that h;; mila: needs be: hi<d'lv dii'l)ka{i .. d. co • 

wilh lIS. That we have been linners againlt God, is 

I ,. , . b \·''l.d a trut 1 \'(:0 plain ano certa1l1 to e con~ra( ICu: : \.:V<.:l1 

tIle 1-1<.::11h:::1\5 \'ni"erfally acJ..:.n"wletigcd it, aod fc'w, if 
:lny men in their Lber [":!lfcs, have had the frr'llt 10' 

deny it. Blit how !hall we know whether God i!· dif

pO!ld iO p.ud ~n cur fins, and to become rcconci!(:d 
• 

unto us i 'iVhat cllcoilragement {hall we have to repent. 

of our fins, and to return to our duty to him r Will 

natl;r.!l rlaCon tell liS this? COllid we know it withollt

a revelation from Heaven? I do not fee that we 1Jo[

fibly could: for if we.; coulJ obt:lin a certainty of par

don without a rcvelation, v,'c mull: either ~ather. it from' 
~ 

the effential goodnefs of God, or from the villble etTecl:s 

of his gco.lnefs and bounty to lIS ; but I do not fec 
llOW we couid gather it from either or them. As for 

the effenlial goodm:fs of God. 'we know, ollr rLafon 
wiil tdlus, that j ufl:ice is as clfential to his nature as· 
goodncfs; und what reafon will inform liS that God 
will mi[e the honour of his goodneCs oa the ruins of 
his juflice? or that he 'will glorify une of his attributes 
at the (;xpencc, anl1 to the diih'::1ollr of another of 

til(;111? \V liL rc:a[ol1 tell liS, that if w-: r.re lorry for ollr 
• 

fins, and repC:fIt, fo gaud a Bdllg as God is, 'will dOllbt-

Ids forgive us r but docs rcpt'nt:.tllcc Elti~,fy htlln::n 

Governments? Do they not oftt:1l lJulliih crin~ill:::!s .11I.;t-

• , 
.~ ; 

I 
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withlbnding they repent? }\nd dnes not the hOIlOUT of 

the LaW' and Government require that it fholi}d be fo? 
And may not the rightcous Governor of the: World do .. 
fo too? ForgivcIlcCs is to be fure tll'~ effeCt of Gael's 

~ 

goodncf.<;; but what then, docs it flow from th<.: lICCC[

lily of his nature, or from his free Y/ill? Ivfofl: cer
tainly to forgive fin is an ael of his will and grace? 

,Has not God a right anti a power to p:l!lilh his rebel

lious creatures? Certainly he hafl: ,mel how can rearon 

only tell us that llC \yill .:vC:1' dcp'lI"t from that risht? 

Again, can rearon tell 1.15 '£Uhf:! fins God will par
don, whether all, or only j?lIIe? antI how often he-..viII 

, " 

repeat his pardon,!l'jn c:lfe we relnpfc into fin, and re-

. peat our tranfgrdfions, vlhich is the cafe with men 
continually? Or 'will it tell ll!> on what terms God will 

, -
forgive l1S, if he will forgive liS at all? I can find no 

" 
fatisfaCl:ory anfwers, from the diCl:ates of rea[on only, 

to any of there enqlliries. It is certain the l-Ieathcns, 
who had not the light of revcblhn among them, were 

greatly at ~ l:;[s concerning all thefe matters. ,. "Vho 

" can tell it" God will turn and repent, and tllrn away 

" from his anger :hat we pcrilh not?" faid the Hea

then King of Nineveh, Jonah jii. 9. That Was the 

fartheft that rea rr.m could go in this matter. 'Vho can 

tell whether God ,,,,il! be prevailed upon to pardon our 

·fms or not? P,'rhaps he VI' ill, but perhaps he will not; 

'a poor encouragement this 10 repentance. We cannot, 

then infer, with allY certainty, that God '\V'iiI pardon. 
fit'! 
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fin from the goounc:fs of hif' na'\Hl'; beca1,1[c he is jujt 
as well as g~QrI: I1ci~hel C~1l\ we infcr it, wilh ~l:y more 

, r } '/" I 0." ',. t' , " I' h" h ccrt<llntl/. il"On1 t 1C Vl.ie: ,: :'h'~CLS \l nl~ f!()()( nel:; W Ie 
J ~. 

"'\'e fce in tIw ","orid :l.1'oHnd ll':, and ,,;hid, we Ullrfeln,:s 
, " , 

experlellce III otJ::::r 1T::,lrcr,~, -'r 1'1 ' \";:": 1,) .dn V Dcn:Cl\.'e, 
" , 

"d 1 ! ,"" ('" .. I I I r 111 CC(, an<. \VC lccl, tn:tl .. .J(~q 1- ~::::;_~ r.r!( (~oOt~; lor 
'" 

h I , I 'I '." t " l ' '1 C O'i't" t'S ("! y" ',··'ll" l'l'·' ""l'" .'" ~{~ ("~:cs I'~ l'at'] ar" ~, .. .I ... o.l. ..1 J oJ • o,L,I. ", • ... .. 1. I.... • 1 .. 
'. 

fruitful rt:af(H1~, and lil,;ny ()\!~c\" bh:H)ngs in this 

world: but cIo we not [i)tnl:timcs fed, to our colI', that 

he is a jU(t (J(Jd tun? or w:1<'ncc cnn;c all our calat':'li

tics and afiliS:ions? Had it not he:;; for fin we h~d 

l<:nown no [orrow. "Afliiction comc1.l1 not out of 
CI the ulIlr, nor traubl:' out of the Ground .j!<;" none of 

there thinsrrs bef:l.lus Wi:\lOut the at;l)oimment of God •. . , 
Muft not then our ::d'llicliom l.e conl!dcred as manifeft 

tokens of the ri""hl.:m:s judgment of G~)d upon IlS for 
Ollr fins againfr him r Hc)\vcvcr, {loes not God iHl'1iCl: 

vifible puniiliment on jiJllle finncrs in this world for 

tht:ir fins? And ~an rcafon alT'ure . us th:H he 'will not 

do the fame to all Gnners in the world to come? and 

,though he defers our deferved punitlunent for a time, 

bow are we Cure that he win never intliCt it r A CO\l

·dr.:mnccl criminal is obliged to his prince for a rep ri C,'c ; 
but he cannot infer from it that he {hall certainly be 

l'ardoned: anu cfpccbll y if, after the l'cpric\'c, the 

ungrateful wretch commits new crimes againtl: his . 

.rrl.nc~, (as man, ungrateful man, does again(\: God,) 
, 

'i'JobV,6. 
, 

• 
• • • 

a l'epney~ 

• 

'" , . . , 

• 

• 
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a reprievc for a timc wOII!d be out n. feeble grOl:nd to 

build his af!llrance of pardon upon. Aml 110 better 
~rollncl is th;'!t Oil \, h:ch finllers ~u~ainf!: Got! are apt to 
~ ~ 

build their hope cf his p:1rci()11; lla:n rJy, bec:lufe he 

docs not execute j'ldgrnent upon tl~C"l fpccdiiy, bllt 

fllffas them Hill to elljoy the b(111r:tiu; of his provi

dence. So that the fartheit rcafon alone can CllI'Y liS 

in ollr hopes of pardon from God, is only thus fa;', 
-;.uhlJ C{lil Ielf? it may be God \.\ ill pardon ItS, and it 
may be he will not. fPb~ call !c;'i ,$u/ Gve! may repent, 
and turn lJ'way /"!S (Illger, 1/;(11 'lUI' }N'/h ,'~/? But is it 
not altogether as reafonable to Cay, on tllt: other hand, 

Vlho can tell bllt that God will nol turn :lnd repent, 

nor turn a,vay his anger from us, ,wd tr.cn V,'C mull 

pcrifh cverlafl:ingly? BIdii:a be Gd for his Gofpel, 
for that revelation of hi~ milld, :Jnd will, and grace, 

which clears lip all there diilicuJrie, which afftrrl's us 

that " there is forgi vene[~ 'wirh him'"'," and which 
thows us the way in whi,h \',"c may t)b'ain it, And 
l1ElW do not you l)lainly reP. that a revelation from God 

'WaS highly necetfary lor thi:< purpofe? Moll: certainly 
it was. lV1an could h;:vc lwrj no fufficicnf motj\'e nOl' 

encouragement to repentance and religion without it. 

If it fhr.uld b" objeCl:ed here that the Heathens, ... vho 

had no [Ul;l! rcvcla.j'JD of f he g; ace of God, yet did not 

cdpair of his IDtl'cy; bllt n.;:ny or' them had velY con-

". Pi:'!. cxxx. 4-

fident 
• 

, 
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fident hopes of pardon and of happinefs in a future 
frate. 1 anfwer, that as to the wi fer and more know .. 
ing part of them, it is not trl1e that they were very 
confident; but very far otherwife, we hear them, in 
their writings which are come down to our times, 
freely acknowledging their great uncertainty about 
thefe matters; and I am much inclined to think that 
vJhat hopes they had were originally derived from reve
h.tion. They were all the pofierity of Adam and of 
Noah, to whom God gave a revelation of his grace; 
and fa much of that revelation was continued by tra
dition, in all their tribes and nations, as to give them 
fome hope that God was inclined to pardon and forgive 
Hnners. 

The other inftance 'Which 1 mentioned of the infuf- . 
ticiency of the light of natural reafon only to maJ.:c 
men 'Wife unto falvation, is, 

Secondly, Concerning afiate ~ffuture bleffidlleJs. Yon 
cannot but be fenfible that it is a matter of mi~hty im
portance, in order to animate and encourage men to 
tOile praCtice of all duty towards God or man, that they 
:fhould be wen perfuaded and fatisfied of a future fiate ; 
that there is a reward for tbe righteous; and that our 
labour flallllot he in 'Vain. When Afaph once doubted 
of a futmc :fl:ate, it quite difpirited and difcouraged 
him from all duty and goodnt:fs.. cc Verily, • fays he, 

" I have clean fed my heart in vain, and wa{hcd my 
" hands 

• 

, 
" , 
, , 

• • 

, 
• , , 
• 
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" hands ill innocency." Pfal. lxxiii. 13. Take away 
the doB:rine of future rewards, and you cut the nerves 
of all piety and virtue. "He that cometh to God 
H mull bdieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
H all them that diligently reek him." Heb. xi. 6. But 
now we not only believe, but we kl1~'W, or we plainly 
fee with our own eyes, that good and holy men are not 
rewarded by the bounties of Providence in this life and 

world, more than the moft vile and profligate; but 
H all things here come alike to all, end there is one 
". event to the righteous and the 'Nicked *." Vi dl, 
but fince there is no proper reward to the righteuus in. 
this world, may we expect it in another r V>lhat can 
reafon tell us? Why, pel·haps we may; th:!t is the 
moll: it can fay to this matter. \Vho can tell bllt God 
may pardon our fins, and exempl us from future pu
nifllment? But will he alfo receive us into his favour, 
and make us happy for ever? That is a f::rther doubt, 
which reafon alone can ne,"'!)" fatisfy. It would be te

dious, and almoll: cndlefs, to recite all the fever:ll pa[
rages which might be collected from i he ·wi left of 
the Heathen Writers, in which they cxprcfs their doubt 
and uncertainty as to this matter1·, "\Vho knows but 
"death may prove to a man the greatell: good," faid 
one of their moll: celebrated J11oralill:s, Pbto; and that 

• 

it E-c1 •. r '". ~ " ............ - •. \. -t .;l. 

t The Reader ma:i icc :l judicious CoHd:liolJ of palt~gcs to this 
purpoli:, from the bell: of the ancient r:bnhen 'Vritcr~, in J\-11". 
N;!t!mnid T3ylor"~ Pr(:f.:n'ative again!"!: Dcilin, Chap. n. 

c ,vas 

• 

• 

• 
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\' 

was the mafl: that any of!\them could fay. What a 

fc:eble ground of hope, 'what a poor encour::!gemcnt to 

goodnefs was this? And yet this was all that their rea
fon could dif.::over to them about a future nate. Morl: 

certainly then we may condude, that if God did really 
intend mercy and falvation for any of the ilUllers of 
this world, he 'would let them know, by a revelation 
from himfelf, that he is inclined to panlon their fins, 

:md to receive th(;m into his favour, and to make them 

happy in his prefcnce for ever. There Vias plainly an 
• 

abfolutc neccffity of a new revelation, after men had 
turned linners and rebc:ls againft God, in order to their 

recovery to holinefs and happinefs; and in order to 
excite, to animate and encourage them to all the du
ties of morality and religion; and therefore upon this 

one f uppofition~ that God had a merciful defign to

wards any of the fallen human race, a new revelation 

might moO: rea fan ably be ex peC:l:ecl from him; for we 
do not fce how his merciful Jdign could have been 

anfwered without it. This therefore affords one very 
:probable argument that there is fuch a revelation of 

the mind and will of God, which he has given unto 

·;men • 
.. " . 

• 

. And now the que!l:ion is, where this reveiation, or 

teflimony from God, is to be found and met with? 

1Ne fay it is in Ollr Bible, the Mahomet~lI1s fay it is in 

their Alkoran, and there arc nations of heathens who 

. have what they pretend to be a" revelation from Hea
ven 
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-

'(cn among them Let us now enquire which of <tIl 

theft! bids fairef'c to be tht! true te(Hmony of God. This 

brings me to a Iceone! remark, on the fide of the Scrip
ture Revelation, namely, 

-

II. That it is every WIJJ word}. of Cod. Since a revel:!.-
tiGn from God was necclElry, alld might re:tfonably be 
expected, we may fairly conclude that fuch a revelation 

is in the world; and it is an argument of iJ:rong pro-
bability,. in favour of our Bible, that it is every way 

worthy of God: it is fuch a revelation as we tn ight 

cxpeCl: that God ""Ollie! make, if he were plca[cd to' 

make any at all; for it directly relieves 115 in all thofe 
difficulti~s which we [0 mueh wanted to he infol'J11'~d' 

• 

and fatisfied about. It al1'ures us that there is forgive-
nefs with God for fioners io this world, and it directs' 

us to a certain way and method of obtaining it. It 
fhows us how God has mof1: wifely aOll gracioufly 

contrived a way for reconciling and uniting the inte
reO: and honour of his goodnefs and j uf1:ice; fo that he 

can now pardon finners and receive them to his mercy~ 
and yet alfert and vindicate the honour of his juf1:ice 

and his law; and that was by " fetting forth his own 
" Son to be a propitiation for ollr fins 1 laying our ini

" quities upon him./' and intliCl:ing upon him a pu-
nilhment which was equal to what our fins had dc
fervcd. So the Bible tells us, that " the Lord hath

" laid upon him the iniquity of us all *j" that" the 

.. I[;liah liii. 6. 

(;2 " Son 

• 
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.. .sCll of God was malIc fin for 1IS*," "fufl"ered the 
" j t! (t for the 11 n j II n: .~;" th'lt "he was wounded for 
{t our tranfgrdlioJl);J and bruiCt:tl for our iniquities, the 
" chaHi iemt:Ilt of Otl r peace was upon him, and with 
« his [hipes we are hcalcd:r.." It clireB:s us to faith 
jn Chri!1:, as the way of obtaining the pardon of our 
iins and r:~c()ncilialion Y{ith-Go~{; and it allures us that 

·whofocvcr b<oli::vcs on Chrifl: ihall be pardoned and 
faved. Novl' this is the vcry thing which we fo much 

• 

wanted to be informed of, lh·~ grand enquiry which 
fome oi l.hL: 1l10.r'~ thollghtful ht:uthcIlS were fo anxious 
:;'lbollt, but in which they were never able to obtain 
,my fatisfaCtion. "Vv"herevvith fhali I come before 

" tlle Lord, and bow lliyfclf before the high God ~ 
" Sh:lll I comc before him with burnt offerings, with 
" c;llves of a year Old? \ViIi the Lord be pleated with 
" thot!r:~nd5 of rams, or ,l'ilh tell thou rands of rivers of 
"oil? Sl:all I give l~,y iirfl:-born for my tranfgrefIion, 

"the fruit of my bo,ly for the "fin of my foul?" So 

B . I hI' If··..,· a!ar~) a eal.llen pnnce, unt er a pang 0 conV1CtlOn 

of fin, inquired ,lbollt forgi\'cnefs, Micah vi. 6, 7. 
Will God forgi vc me at any rate? If he will, what 
111 tift I do to obtr.j 11 forgivcm. fs from him? His prophet 
Balaam wa~ not able to refolve him: he could dircCl: 
him to nothing more, nor fmther, than to " do jut .. 
H tice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his 

" God," ver[e 8. But abs! this m;lkes no atonement 

., CO' "I 2. 1.V.-. 'r 1 Pet. iii. lS • l Haiah liii. 5. 

fo\' 
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for fins paCt; and\herefore it muft leave it utterly un
certain whether God will pardon or no. It is the Gof
pel, and that only, that tells us wherewith we may 
come before the Lord, and find mercy and acceptance 
with him. That tells us of an atoncment 'which has 

• 

been already made for our fins, and which God will 
accept in behalf of all thore who believe in his Son 
J e[us ChriCt. This is that wherewith we are to come 

. 

before the Lord, upon which we are to truft, and 
which we have to plead with him; and then we are 
promi[cd and aifured .that we 1hall find mercy . 

• 

l\gain, the Bible reveals to us a future flate, both 
of happinefs and of mifery; of happinefs to the good~ 
of mifery to the wicked; and both are as plainly de-. 
fcribed as our weak capacities can at prefent take in. 

The laws and rules of duty which the Bible contains 
are all worthy of God, as they are all agreeable to 
the perfeaions of his nature. They are rules of pu
rilY, fllitable to· the holinefs of God; they are rules of 
righteoll fnefs, agreeable to his juil:ice; they are laws 
of kindnefs fuitable to his goodnefs. How' often, and 
how earncCtly, is univerfal love and benevolence recom
mended and preffed in the Bible? Love is there made 
the very fum and fubfiance of all our duty; it is [aid 
to ·be the fuljillillg of the Law. How worthy then is this 
hw of that God whofe nature is love? 

.. -

. .' 
• '. • • .. 

. -. 

• 

• 
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Again, the doBrines if the Bihle a're every way wor
thy of God. They no way contradiCt, but very much 
improve and heighten our rational ideas of his nature 

and perfeCtions: they clearly {hew us how the honour 

of the divine jufl:ice and holinefs are fully fecured, 

while finners are pardoned and received to his mercy; 

and how the feemingly oppofite claims of the feveral 
attributes of God are all reconciled in our redemption 

• 

by J efus Chrifl:. In fhort, if we compare both the 
precepts and doClrines of the Bible, with all the no

tions of God which reafon can give us, fure we rouft 
own that it looks very like a tranfcript of the divine 

mind, for it is every way worthy of God. It is juft 
fuch a revelation as we wanted, and fneh as might rea
fonably be expected that God would give to men. It 
is highly probable therefore, to fay no more at prefent, 
1h;1.t this is indeed a revelation from God. 

J I I. I would ohfcrve, and I will boldly venture to 

fay farther, that thac is 110 other book, 01' 110 otber fyflem 
of religion iu 11.'e 'w~rld, tbat pretends to be a rcvelatim 
ji'om God, 'wlJich is wor/by of him, and therefore none to 
be compared with our Bible. As for the old Pagan 
fyfierns of religion, we are fme they could not come 

from the only living and true God, beeaufe they en· 
joined men to wodhip many falfe Gods. They could 
not come from a holy God, becaufe they recommended 
vice and immorality; as drunkennefs at the fefl:ivals of 

Bacchus, one of their gods, and lcwdncfs at the fef-
tlvaJs 

• 

. . 
" • 
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tivaIs of Venus, one of their goddelfes. The moral 
rules of one Zoroafrer, who taught the ancient Per
flans their religion, are faid to be the pl:Jrefl: of any 
of the Pagan {yfiems; but yet his fyfiem was fuffi
cielltly difgracecI from the honour of being .a divine 
revelatioll, by its allowing of inctjl, of the grolfefi 
kind. The only book now extant, which pretends to 
be a competitor with our Bible, that is worth men-

• 

tioning. is the Alkoran, or Bible of the Mahometans, 
which Mahomet pretended to have received by imme
diate revelation from God: but if you compare this 
book with our Bible, it will be eafy to fee which is 
moll: worthy of God, and which is moll: likely to come 
from him. It is allowed there are in the Alkoran fome 
fine fentences, and fome g60(Lmoral rules and precepts, 
here ancI there interfper[ed ; but by far the greatefl: part 
of it is fuch incoherent jargon, fuch tedious repetitions 
of the fame things, and fuch nonfenfical rhapfodies, as 
that no reafonable man, who is not blinded by prej 1I-

• 

dice, can think that it came from God. Befides, there 
arc many flat contradiCl:ions in it ; fame laws delivered, 
and afterwards contradiB:ed again. The greatefl: part 
of the future happincfs it promifes is q lIi te ridiculous, 
as, confilHng of [cnfnal pleafures, and thore of the 
groJfefl: kind. As to the laws and rules of morality 

which this book contains, though they may be .gene
rally pretty firiCl: and good, yet there is one cxception, 
which is cnough to difcredit the whole, as· to its pre~ 
tcnce of coming from God, which is, that the Allwran 

• 

allows 

• 
• 

• 
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allows of polygamy: it permits each man to have /om' 
, ' 

wives at once, which we 'are fure is againfi the Law 
of Nature, and therefore it could not come from the 
God of Nature; once he has made no fuch provifion 
in nature as four wives for each man, nor any thing 
like it; for there are no more females born than males" 
nor indeed quite fo many""; therefore polygamy is evi
dently againfi the Law of Nature; and therefore, I· 
fay, the Alkoran, which allows it, cannot be a reve
lation from the God of Nature. And indeed, the au-
thor of this book feems to have been fenfible that it, 
would. not bear a aria enquiry into its truth and au
thority; and therefore he ferbade his difciples ever to' 
(loubt of it, or dirpute about it. This method looks· 
very fufpicious ; this is not like our Bible, which ex
horts llS "to prove all things, that we may hold faft: 
" that which is good." I ThefT. v. 21. And it com~, 
mends the Bereans for their diligently fear ching into 
the evidence of that revelation which was brought thl:ffi 
by an Apo£Ue of Chri£l:, Acts xvii; I I. And now, can 

'II< This is an ohfervation that has long bern made, and anyone .. 
may fatisfy llimfelf of tIle truth ()f it by the WEekly and yearly bills 
of births and burials which al'C puhlil'hed in London; for hy them 
it llppears that there are con!lantly more males born than females by 
one in about fourteen; which is a wonderful in fiance and evidence 

of the carc of PI'ovidence, ill preferving the due proportion of the 
two lexes to each other, by this ['lli'p!u~ of O),\h:s to babnce the, 
walie of that rex above tIle other, by feas ~!ld WlIrs, and fome other 

\llltilnc1y deatlls, wllich feveral dangerous traues expofc the men to • 

• It 
, 

-

, 
, , 

, 
• 
, 

, 
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it be any matter of doubt with liS which of thefe two, 
t-be Bible or the ,11k?nm, is the true tef1imony of God? 
Upon the whole then, it appears, th~t as ollr Bible is 
every way worthy of God, ~!TId is fuch a revelation as 

'we might rea[ollably expecr from him, fo there is no 

other book, or fyfl:("m of n.::ligion in the: world, which 
is worthy of Goel, or can be fuppofcd to come from 

him. I now add oncc more, 

IV. T'lJrl/ 110ile bul Cor! /;im/ti/ cml YMJtlnably be jup
pifed to b." the tlut/;~r of our ElM.,. I f it is not the word 
of God, whofe is it, :mrl what is it? Why, it muft 

then be all a forgery; and :t very "wicked fmgeq, to 
be [ure, it would be, fo\" any Jllan Or men to write a 

book of their own he.leIs, ami to father it upon God, 

and tell the ,,,"orld they received it by reVl:lation from 

him. Now what fort of men will you [urrore tlH.:[e 

writers of the Bible to be, jf they were not illCpin:d by 
the fpirit of God? They mut1: be either good men, or 

bad mcn. To fll;:,pore that any good and honcfl: man 
" 

would be gllilty of [nell a wicked forgery, is contradic-
tion and nOll[enre; that c01lld never be. A good and 

honefl: nian, we are fure, would not fay that he had re
ceived a revebtion frol11 God, wh(:;n he knew he had not. 
We are very fure therefore, that if the Bible was not the 
tefl:imony of God, it was not written by good men. 
Shall we fuppofe then that it was written by bad am! 

wicked men? But read the Bible, Jearch the Scriptures. 
;md then judge whether that be at all probable. 'iV ou Id 
\ 'f,vicked 

. 
• , 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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'wicJccll men have written againO: all manner o.f {jn~ 
'. . .. 

and laid down fuch pure and excellent rules ofhoEnefs 
as the Biblc does? V..rh.n wicked mail would have put 
[uch fcntenccs as thefe into a book of his writing? 
~, The Lord hateth all workers of iniquity * ; the co
", vetO\lS whom the Lord abhurretht; there is no peace 
c., faith my God to the wicked +. V..rhoremongers, 

• 

" adulterers, drunkards, and liarso'fhall have no part 
" in the kingdom of God and of Chrifl: 1\," and a great 
deal more to the fame purpore. "Vhat wicked man 
would have prefcribed fueh excellent holy rilles a& 
thefe? "Whatfoever you would that men ihould do 
H unto you, do you alfo fo to them §. Avenge not 

., 
" " · ., , . . " .", 
,~., , '. • • , , '. ' 
" '" ', " 
V"· ., 

' .. 
L:t 
I·' ., , . 

• 
, '" • •• 
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'" , . 
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~(yourfdves, neither give place unto wrath '*"*. Ren- S 
! c, der not evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but 

cc contrariwife bleffing tt. Give diligence to cleanfe 
c, yourfelves from all filthinefs of the flefh and fpil'it, II' 
ce perfcCl:ing holinefs in the fear of God tt, for with- I 

" out holinefs no man {hall fee the Lord III\." Now can. I 
you think that any wicked man would ever have wl'it- ' 
ten fuch things as there? Is it at all probable that 2. 

company of wicked men would have confpired thus to. 

cxpofc themfelves, and to render themfelves and their; 
own charaaer odious? Befides, what view could any. 
wicked deGgning men have in making fuch a forgery) 

• PfitJ. v. 5. t Pfal. x. 3. 
\11 Cor. vi. 9, 10, Rev. xxi. 3. 

..... Rom. xii. 19' tt 1 Pet. iii. 9. 
1\\\ H.-:b. -;:ii. 14, 

:t H:.iah xh-iii. 2'2. 

§ Matt. vii. ~7.. 

n z Cor. vii. J • 
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:and 'palming it upon the world for a divine revelation ~ 
For what plan is there in all the Bible of advancing 
men's fecular interdl:? What rcherne of worldly power 

can be found there? Thore who endeavour to ground 
worldly power on the doctrine of Chri£l:, as the Papi£l:s 
do, alledge the authority of Fathers and Cctlllcils to 
fupport their claim; for they well know that nothing 
,of th:lt fort is to be found in the Scriptures. Upon 

the whole then, it is utterly improbable that the Bible 

was a contrivance and forgery of ... vicked men: and if 
neither good men nor wicked men 'were the proper 
authors of it, it mu,fl:' rurely come from God. And 
we may conclude, that in compo ling the Scriptures 
holy mm ofoldJPoke, and wrote as they were 11Wl.led by /!J~ 
Jbly Gbofl. 

Here let us flop, and recollect how far we are ad
"l/anced in the argument to prove that the Scriptures 
;arc the true Tefiimony, or Word of God. We have 

:proved that fome revelation from God was necelTary 
fOf man, in his prefent [bte, as a guilty, finfuI, and 

ignorant creatllre; and fuch all men certainly are. 
, 

Therefore, upon the (uppofition, which none: of us afC 

hackward to make, that G(Jd had a merciflJI def ign to

wards any of the fallen human race, a revelation from 
him might reafonably be cxpeClcd. VVc ha\'c {hewn 

YOIl that ollr Bible is every ""ay worthy of God; and 
that no other book in the world, that pretends to be a 

r'~vdatiun from God, has any thing like fo good a 
, claim 
< , 
• , 
, 
• • • , 
\ 

, 
, 
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> 

~ 
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claim to that honour as our Bible has. We have 

ihown that it could not be the contrivance and forgery 

either of good or of bad men; and therefore, in all 

probability, it mull: be the teH:imol1Y of God. 

Suppofe we were to rell the matter here, and that 
we had not fuch {hong pofitive evidence of the truth 
of the Scriptures, as I hope to thew in the next die- ,," 

• 

courfe that we have; but it v,ras only highly probable: 
, . 

they are the true word of God. They may be true,' 

amI it is very probable they are true: fuppore this was '. 
aU we had to fay for the Scriptures, what then? ',: 

Should any of tIS do wifely and prudently to defpife '. 

and rejeCl: them? Or would it not rather be our wir~ 

dom to follow the r\lle of there Scriptures, and endea- . 
vour to have our hearts and lives conformed to them •. 

1 remember a little fiory in a celebrated Author: " A, 

4< lewd young fellow feeing an aged hermit go by him: 
• 

C' barefoot, Father, fays he, you are in a very mifera.'" 
, . 

~'hle condition, if there is not another world: True,ii 
c< fan, fays the hermit, but what is your condition if 

p, 

., there is"'." Sllppofe there is fueh another world, :uE 
the Scripture tells us of a Heaven and a. HeB, endlefi(' 

11appincr~ and glory for the good, and cndlefs mifed 

be all true, as mofl: probably it is true, what a defpc'
i 

rate rilk does the ungodly !inner run? \V.lS the Bibl( 

.~ SpeCtator, No. 575' 
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all a forgery, f1:iI1 the good m:m, the Chrii1ian, runs 
no 'rilk at all: let that,be how it will, he is Elf<.:; and 

his Bible affords him a thouCalld fllpports .1Id COt1l- . 

forts. and plealing hopes, to [wcctcll the prc:l:':nt lire 
as it goes on. But fuppofc this Dible {]wuld prove to be 

the true tefl:imony ofGocl, as I make llO doubibut it is, 
what w'iIl become of the profane L'curncr, the wicked 

tranfgrcITor of the law of Gou, the defpifcr of Chrift 

and his Gofpe!? The Bible fays, "The \'vicked Ihall 

" be turned into hell, with all thofe thai forget G-xl*;" 

" that he who believeth the Gofpcl (hall be [;n'cd, but 

" he tha.t belic\'cth not {hall be damneM," "{hall be 

" punifhcd with everlalling ddtruction from the pre-

" fence uf the IJord, and from the glory of his 

powcrt." Certainly, in a matter of [uch importance, 

the fafe way is the wifef!: '"vay. "The fear of the 

.. Lonl that is wifdom, and te.' depart from evil i" lin-
e. derfl:anding§." Surely there was great r<.:u.llH1 for 

~hc Pfalmill: to f.'y, " Have all the workers of iniqllity 
• 

• , no knowledge::?" Art; they fools, or arc they mad 

men, to run rlll:h a defperatc rilk of eternal damna
tion? 'ro cJlOo[e fa dan~~'Cro\ls a road before a Ed'c 

~ 

(me, which is aIr\) the moil (!~dy and plt.::.tfant. For 

" \Vifuom's ,says arc W;l)',; of pleaLllltllcf.::, and all 

" her paths arc peacc·;;""." " Dut the way of tranf

H gre1fors is h;udH," and drr::tdrul "'il! the end of it be • 

.. Pf:d. i~:. 17. -r J"Iark XII'llG. t 2. Then. i. 9' 
'Job ~;:,~;~li. 2.8. I! PlhL x;v. 4. ~. l'ro,·. iii. 17· 

·t~ Pn·v.x,i. l5. 

But 
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But the eKtrcme folly of there finners will appear in a 
fiill {honger light, when we come to confider the cer
tain evidence and ,proof we have that ,the Holy Scrip~ 
turcs arc the true tefiimony anc( revelation of God; 
which is to ,b,e the fubjeCl of the next Difcourfe. 

, .. . , 

• 

THE END OF THE FIRST DiSCOURSE • 

, 

, 

• 
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JOlIN xxi. 2-4:. 

And we kilO'W that his Ttjiimo1lY is true . 
• 

• 

T. John, who wrote this hillary of the life, and 
death, and refurrection of Chrift, wrote nvt upon 

hearfay, but upon' his own certain knowledge; and 
therefore he was perfectly fure that what he had telli
fled was true. But how flalf 'we be aJlitred that if if 
true?· That is the queftion which I hav(~ propofeJ to 
handle from this text. In difcourfing on which I pro-' 
pored, not to confine myfelfmerely to St. John's tefti-
mony, and to thofe matters only which he h:tth rc-
corded in this hifiory of Chrift; but to take in al[o 
the teftimony of the other ApofUes and facred writcrs, 
concerning an things which are contained in the Holy 
SC1-iptures. Here it was propofed to confider, 

• D2 FiT.f., 
• 
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Pi,ft, The prob{lbilit), of the truth of this temmon}" 
or l)f the f.:ripturc-rcvelation; and, Jecondly, the cer
/(/inty of it. 

It has been {hown in the former difcourfe, that it 
is, at leafi, highly probable that the Scriptures are 
trlle; or that they are a revelation fent us by the God 
flf trnth, as . becaufe a revelation from Go(l was 
ncccflary for men in their prefent fallen flate; anci 
therefore it might reafonably be expected from him, 
--becaufe the Bible is every way worthy of God; 
and therefore it bids fair to be a revelation from him, 

_, __ , ncc~n~l~ !10 otner ~~;u~ ;;; :!~~ ~':~~!~; that pretends -• 
to be a revelation from God, has any thing like fo 
good a claim to that honour as the Bible has, and 
becaufe neither good men nor bad men can reafonably 
be fuppofed to be the proper authors of the Bible; 
th~refore, in all probability, it is the tellimony of God 
himfelf, and thore h~ly men, who wrote the Scriptures, 

'wrote as they were moved by the H.oly·Gbofl. I proceed 
now, 

. Secondly, '10 Jhow the certainty of this teflimony; or to 
offer fome more certain and conclufive arguments for 

the truth of the Holy Scriptures. It is not only highly 
probable, but it is very certahz that this Irjiimo11Y is tnw ; 
for we have the moll fubfl:antial evidences that we coult! 
ex pea, or even defirc, in fuch a cafc, to prove to \IS, 

thJ.t 

• 
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• 

that the Bible is indeed. the word of God, a revelation 
'which he hath fent us. Here I will begin, 

Firft, IFi,/; the c/;arllBer and c011ditions of /l'e writers 

if Ihis lejlil/l!J1ly, who folemnly declared that they wrole 
it by the infpiration of God. Now the queftion is, 
whether they are to be beIi~ved in what they tefHfy? It 
was filOwn in the lall: Difcourfe that it cannot be fup-

• 

pofed that any go~d mOl 'would be guilty of fo wicked a 
forgcry, as to father their own conceptions and writings 
upon God, and to fay, that they received what they 
wfote from God, when they knew they did not: and it 
is as improbable, and indeed irnpoffible, that the Bible 
could be the contrivance of anv bad men; for had wick-

• 

t:d mcn framed a book to impofe upon the world, un-

der the notion of a rcyclation from God, we are mo
rally Cure they would have made it more favourable to 

their corrupt inclinations and luns; and, we may be. 
\-crv fure, they 'would not ha\"c f"acrificed thdr worldly . -
intereft, and their very lives to this the:ir teltimony, as 

" 

it is certain feveral of the writers of the Dible did, if 
they had known it to be a forge:-y. The. only pomble 
fuppofltion then that can be made, in cafe the Bible is 
not a revelation from God, is, that the fevernl writers 
of it were E11lhufiails, men of a diilempere<.l brain, who 
fancied they were infpired when they were not. Such 
p,~rf()ns there doubtlefs have been, whofe heads were 
t limed, and who fancied themfelves to be infpired, and· 
that they had a revelation from God, when there was 

D3 • noth ing -
• 

• 
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nothing more in it than their own crazy imagination. 
Now l an we fufpea: that this might be the cafe with 
6e 'writers of the Bible? Can we fee any reafon to 

• 

furmife that they Were fucb deluded Enthufiafts ~ Or 
have we not the beft evidence in the world that they 
were fober, cool-headed men, who knew what they 
faid, and were certain of what they wrote? For this 
I may appeal, 

• 

I. To their manner of writing, and to the Jllvjdls 'which 
I hey wrote upon. For thofe facred writers did not only 

deliver doarines from God, and foretel things to come, 
but they alfo related, and have recorded feveral faels 
and matters of hifrory, which, at the time when they 
wrote them, could eafily have been difproved, if they 
had not been true. Such as Mofes's hinory of God's 
delivering the Hraelites from the bondage of Egypt, 
by a long train of miracles, and of his conduCting them 
through the Wildernefs for forty years, in a very extra-· 

ordinary manner. The hi!l:ory which the Apofl:les 
wrote of the life, miracles, death, and refurreCtion of 
Chrifi: and they appeal to many hundreds of living 
witl\effes for the truth of. what they related; as the 
Apofl:le Paul does, 1 Cor. xv. 6. where he fays that 

• 

Chrift was feen alive, :l.ftcr his death, by above five hun-

elred brcrh1-m at ana, the greater part of whom were 
Hill living at the time when he wrote this. Now this 
was fair and open de:lling, to appeal to hundreds of 
liv ing witneffcs, for the truth of a· matter of faCt:. and 

docs 

, 
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does this look like enthufiaftic delufion ? No certainly. 
Enthufiafts, and pertons of a difiempered brain, are apt 
to deal in whinlfical fpeculations and prophecies, and 
not in relating plain matters of faCt, in which they 
might be contradiCl:ed by living witnetfes, if what they 
iay be not true. Again, let me obferve to you far
ther, 

2. That as the facred writers appear to be men of a 
found mind, and faber judgment, fa 'hey nlfo appear fa 

be very hontjl and IIpright 171m. Witnefs theilo fo often 
relating their own faults and failings, and thofe of 
their deareft friends. For inflance, l\1ofes. whofe 
writings make fo conf.idcrable a port of the Olct Tcfb
ment, how often does he, on one occafion and another. 
fpeak of his own weaknelfes and mifc:uriages, and 
thofe of his nearefl: kindred r as, in the thil·d chaptelo 
of Exodus, he relates how backward and unwilling he 
was to obey the command of God, \Nhcn he: calIed him 
to deliver Ifrael. In the latter end of the fourth chap
ter, he has recorded his own finful ncgkCt of God's 
ordinance, in not ~ircumcifing his fon. In Numbers 
xx. he relates the fiory of his own finful paHioll, for . 
which God 'Was angry 'With /Jim; and in chapter xii. of ' 
that book. he has faithfully recorded the [edition of his 
own brother Aaron, and his fifter Miriam, for which 

, 

God fmote her with the plague of Ieprofy. 1Vlo[cs was 
fo far from the vanity of moil ether hiftorians~ who 
commonly labour to aggrandize their own nations, that 

n good 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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a good part of his hiftory is taken up with the aCCD1mt 

of the pcrverfenefs, the fiubbornds and the idolatries 

of his own people lfrad. Surely this has very much 

the air of an impartial and true hifl:ory. 

The fame thing is to be obfcrved of the writers of 
thl: New Tdlan:ent, the Apofl:les of Chrifl. Hoii'" 

freely do they pllblilh their own faults, their prid~, 
• 

their a:nbitiun, their emulation, and the like? "Vhat a 
fllamcful fl:ory do they tell of themfelves! that, a little 

hefore the (!e.lth of Chrifi:, "there was a fl:rife among 
" them which of them thould be accounted the greatefl"', 

:\I1d how. at the time of his bfl: [lIfft:rings, one of their 

number hetrayed their Lord, another denied him, and 
all the refl: of them fj}j~ok I.,im (lnd fled t. St. l'l'htthcw 

leaves a cenfure Ilpon his own life, \ iz. that he had 

been a /mllical1, \"hie l 'wa~ an office of very bad repute. 
And fa does St. Pa\il, who writes himfelf tbe ebiif if 
jmlcrs, and 'who ha5 recorded it in his writings, once 
and again, that he had been a f./njj)bemcr if Chrifi, and 
c7n injllriol!s pe!/EClltljr of tbe Chureb ~l Gad. Now thefe 

arc fueh inHances of humility and honcay as were nc-
• 

ver found among impo(lors, .. nd writers of forgery. 

They always take care of thdr own reputation in the 

fira place; whereas it is plain thefe writers have no 
regard to their own reputation, but to the hOllour of 

God and Chrifl:. Therefore, as Nicodemus [aid to 

. 'It Luke xxii. 24. t Miltth. xx·vi. 56. 
Chril1, 
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Chrii1, "\V e know that thou art a tea-:ller come from 
'" God, fur no man can do the miracles thou doH. el(
" cept Gud be with him *-'." $0 we havt: good reafon to 

[;1)", concu'ning thefe 'writers of the Bible, we know 
th::t 110 .mon could, at leafi we are fun: that no man 

wCJuld, ha\'c written fuch things of their Q,vn heads, 
:md if they had not been il1(l:ructed what they 1hould 

writc by the fpirit of God. Again, 

3. The p.cife8 barmon] lind agreement qf :he fiverlll 

books of the Scriptures 'with one (lIIelber, is a very Ji(~fian

fiat ev':rlmce tbat tJ.'1!J 'were not /be fruit of men's (!~UfZ 

/tlllcic.r, bllt t/Jtl/'t/,ey ~~II'''C (III dian/cd by !.ne and the/tim/! 
• 

fpirit. For fuppore the feveral writ'~rs of the H ,1y 
Scriptures, from MI·.res to J olm, ':Vho live.:! in fuc.h re-

• 

mote ages from one anuther, had" wriltell only theil' 
own fcveral fancies and opinions, it is more than a hun
dred to one that they would h:lve often contr;;.di8:ca one 
another; for mens fancies and cpinions arc as different 

as their faces are, and it may be more fo. We Ihould 
then have had one [ett of notions and doctrines in onc 

• 

book, another oppoIitc fctt of do8:rines in another; 

wherea~ the Bible is plainly •• ll of a pi~ce, and the fe
ver:;.l books of it perfectly harmonize with one an
other. The docrdncs are the fame from the beginning 

t() the end. The fame things which w<:rc rcprefcnted 

by tj:!>es ill the Old 'l'ellamcnt, are delivered in plain 

1 1 ... 
t. .,0 In 11:, l. 

words 
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words in the New Tefl:amcnt. There is a wondcrflll 
harmony and agreement among_ all the writers of the 
Bible, which affords a good argument to prove that 
they were all inH:rntle(i and infpired by one ancl the 
fame fpirit. \Ve hardly find two other mens writings 
all the fame fllbjeCt, without fome c1afhing 4lr.d con

tradicting" one another; whereas ill all the Vll!l variety 
of [ubjects which the Scriptllre trf>ats (If, lhl:rc is 110 

fuch clafhing and contradic1ing; hut the facred writers 
of both Teltam"nts deliver the fame c\nctdm!!', and do, 
in cfE.:a, fpeak the fam(" tIling!>. No\." it is not to be 
conceiv(!d, it is not in the \taft credible, that the mere 
fancies of f0 tlluny different mt'l1 fhOlljri ILu:. harmonize 
with one another. I rememher 10 hnve read a few lines 
of one of (.ur Ellglitll Poets, in whkh this argument is 

beautifully expre{fed • 

\Vhence but from Heaven lhoIJld men l1f1kill'd in arts~ 
In diff~.tnt oations 110m, in d ffelent parts, 
Weave fnch agreeing truths? 01' how? or why? 
ShO\lld .It con!'pire to ,heat liS with a h 1 
Unalk'd thew pains, ungr,lte:: u1 rheir art vice, 

Starving their gains, and martyrrio,n their price. 
DR.YDEN, 

And this hints a further argument to prove that 
writer~ of the Bible were inllruCled in what they 
by the fpirit of God, 'Viz. 

4. That tbey could ~e under 111) tcmpftlfion, from ll11J 

pI'CIPeCi of 7.u~rldly advantage, t{J impofe liP on otbers, t, 
• 

'vel//Ili 
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, 
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':..'!I1tillg thaI fir a re·vrlCilim from God u:f..ich was mt. 

For what could they propoCe by wridng a book fo 01'

polite to the 1l!!1:s and n.,..tural inclinations of men as the 

Bible is? and what did they gain by it? What indeed, 

in .this world, but reproach, perfecution, poverty :111<.1 
death? and all this they contentedly fllbmitted to and 

bore, for the truth which they 11ad recci\'ed and dt:!i

"cred from God. Many of them fealed rhr;ir teftimony 

with their blood; which is the !1:rongefl: aifurallce .- f 
honeftyand fincerity that men could give in fuch a cafe. 

Could we Cuppo[e them cWlIling enough to have con

tl:ived the Bible of their own heads, and wided enough 

to have written it in the name of God; yet what mo
ti.ve could they have [0 to do? VV ould they take all that 

pains only to ruin themfelves in this world, and to 

damn themfelves in the world to come? \V.:! cannot 

fure fuppofe fuell monf1:crs ill nature, as the Cacreel 

writers muIl havt! been, if the Bible be not the word 

of God. 

Thus we have made it appear,· ·That the writers 
of the Bible were men of fOHntl mind and faber judg

ment ;' that they were honeft and upright men.

vVe have obfervcd, that the perfcCl agrc:ement of the 

feveral books of the ScriptlJ.re "V ith one anotht:r, is a 

very fubfl:antial evidence that they wcre not the fruit 

of mens own fancies and opinions, hilt that they were 

all written under the infpiratinn of one and the fame 

. ph' it •. And further, W~ have obft:rved that the facred 
• wnters 
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writ('r~ could be under notcmptation, from anyprofpca 
of w"rldly adv,:ntage, to impofe filch a forgery Ilpon 
the world, a~ th(' Scriptllres Imilt nl;l·d~ be, if they 
are notrhe 'word of God. From ali whkh there ari[es 

a Ihong argllment ill proot of the (brine authurity of 
the Bible. 

" , .. 

A fecOlld argument may be taken from the COllfen/S' of 
the BibL itJeij', or from 'what it L'~lIt£li1lS. Here many 

learned men have taken notice ct the: very langllage 

abd Ityle in which the Scriptlll'(;;s arlO' written, which 
feems to have fomething in it m(Jl'(;; than hllman, a cer

tain majefl:y and grandeur, and elllphatkal propriety 

in the very words and \anglwge of the Bible, which 

are very much fllpc;;rior to all mere human writings 
whatever. But this evidence 1 ics chiefly before thofe 

·who are !killed in the orininal tongues, in which the 
13ible "vas writttn; for there is no tranilation that 
comes up near to the beauty of the original; and there
fore I .yill not now infiH: upon it. 

But the apparent deflgn and tendency of the fcrir

tures affords a very conliderable argument for the truth 

of them; for they molt evidently tend, throughout, to 

advance the gfory of God, and to promote our confor
mit)' to llim. That is the [um of what the Scripture 

aims at in evcry page. It dirplays the glory of the fe

veral pCl'fdtiol1s of God, much beyond what the book 

of nature, or any other book in the world, ever'did or 
cot! 1<l. 

, 

, -, . I • 
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could do. The Scripture teaches us to admire, to 
adore and to praiie God, as \vell for all the good that 
we do, as for all the good that we ob~ain, or hope for. 
" Who made thee to difFer from another, and what hafl: 
" thou that thou didfl: not receive from God -, of him, 

• 

" and through him, and to him are all things. To him. 
" be glory t." So fpeaks the Scriptures. And as it 
tends to ad\'anee the glory of God, fo alfo to promotl.! 
our conformity to him, and to recop:r us from thl.! 
ruins of our fall: to make us holy (IS God is IJJI)'; and 

thereby to fit us for his prefence in Heaven; "To 
" make liS meet to be partakers of the inherit"Jil:e of 
the s.tints in Light t. This is, moil: apparently, the 
defign an-! tendency of the Bible from one end to the 
other. It is a defign mofl: worthy of the holy and. 

bleffed God, and fueh, as we cannot but conclllde r 

mull come from him. 

A further argument for the truth of the ScriptUl"cs, 
taken from the contents of them, may be founded on 
the Scripture prophecies, and the PUIIl-c::,'ual fll1Ji111lCll! 0./ 
them. What David fpeaks of the kllcowledge of God, 
concerning the conception and formation of his body, 
may be very well applied to his fore-knowledge of the 
future events of time, as it appears in the Scripture 
prophecies, PCal. cxxxix. 15, 16. "1\1 y fl:blrancc 
" was not hid from ~rhee, when I was made in fccrct, 

... C . . 1 or. 1\". 7' 1 i' Rom. xi. 36. r Col. i. IZ. 

":11111 
• 

• 

• 
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.~' and curiollLly wrought in the lowett parts of the 

4' earth; thine eyes did fee my fubfl:ance, yet being 
"' imperfeCt, and in thy Book all my members were 
"written, which in continuance were fa{hioned, 'when 

." as yet there was none of them." In like manner it 

i,lainly appears, from the Bible itfelf, that, " 'fThoever 
.~, was the author of that Book, he faw the fubftance 

'" and frame of the future events of Providence, while 

"' they were feerets to all men; and he 'wrote them 

" down in his Book, as if.! time they thould come to be 
«, faIh ioned, ." hile as yet there were none of them." 
And tbat could be no other than the omnifcient God. 
We may challenge all other books in the world as God 

I .. challenges the idols of the Heathens in Ifaiah xli. 22, 

23. "Let them bring forth and [how liS what thaIl 
., happen: [hew the things that are to come hereafter, 

~, that we may know that ye are Gods." Now this is 
what the Scripture has done, in abundance of cafes; 
from whence Yv"C know that it is the word of God. It 
would be much too tedious to mention all the Scripture 
prophecies which have already had their punCtual ac

com plifhment: I will onl y therefore inf'tance in two or 
tbree, and they {hall be prediCtions of [uch future events 
as no human, nor indeed any created wifdom could 

pofTibly forcfee: events th.tt had no conneCtion with 
natural c<lu[es, by which they might be gueffecl at be
fore-hand; but filch as, to our view of things, were 
merely accidental; or fuch of which there 'was no pro':' 

~babiljt.Y at the time when they were foretold; or fueh 
as 

• 
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as depended on the free 'will of man in acting. ,yhich 

therefore could be forefeen and foretold by none b:t 
that God 'Who kno:.t·eth man's t/.;oll;hts afar ~[!: Of this 
fort is that remarkable prophecy concerning Cyrus; 

and his refl:oring the Jews from their carth'it}', and n;

building tlliir temple, Haiah xliv. 28. "TIm:> faith 
.. The Lord of Cyrus, He is my {hephercl nnd (hall per

., form all my plcafure, even faying to J erufa!em thou 

., {halt be built; and to the Temple thy foundati(lll 

" {hall be laid." N'cw it is rcmark<lblc, that this prc-· 

phecy was given out long before the captiviry of the 

Jews began, when as yet there was no likelihood of 
any fuch thing as that they {hollld be carried into cap

tivity, and their temple deftroyed, and nced to be re
built «gain. . And it is frill more remarkabie, th:l.t tbi.,; 

prophecy was given out a IJlIlldredyears, at lea[~, rom,.' 
fay two hundred years, before Cyrus was bOl"!l; :!l:' ~ 

therefore, probably, long before his parents wer~ bi)l'Il; 

and then, who could forete! there would ever be fuel I 
•• 

fueh a man in the world, and that his parents, ,vh!) 
were at liberty to call him by what name they plcafcd, 
would call him Cyrus; and that he fhou!d be fa kindly 
affectionate to the Jews, though he was a Heathen, as 

not only to give them free Jiberty to return to their 
own land, but to encourage and affifl them in building 
their Temple. None could foreree, none could fon.:tel 

all this, but· God himfeIf. From hence therefore we . -' -
may furcly conclude, that the ScriptUl'e, in whicn all.' 

E.2, +h i:;" < - . 
• 

• 
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this was foretold fo long before it came to pafs, is the 
word of God. 

I might infbnce again, in that famons prophecy 
w!lich was Ilclivered by Jacob, conccrning Shiloh, or 
the MeITiah, Gl'n. x.lix. 10. "The fcepter {hall not 
.. dep::rt from J IIdah, nor the bwgi ver from hetw(;!~n , ' , 

" his fc:!t, until Shiloh come; and to him {hall the ga-
" thering of the people be." Now at the time when 
this prophecy was delivered there was no manner of 
!ikeiihood that the poftcrity of Jacob fhould ever have a 

fccpter among them. However, if fuch an unlikely 
thing fhould come to pafs, that :my of thefe fhepherds, 
or the:ir poflerity ihould rife to be kings; there was no 
~i b:lihoocl that the fl:cptcr {hou ld be in the hands of 
J udall; for he had three cIder brethren, Reuben, 
Simeon, and Levi, who, in all human probability, 
would be preferred before him. When Mofes rccord
cd this proplll:cy, fome hundreds of years after it was . 
ftrft given, there was ftiil no likelihood of the fcepter's 
>ever being ill the tribe of Judah; for Mofes, who was 
then the Cupreme magHhate under God, was of the 
tribe of Levi, Joihu:l, his fucceffor, was of the tribe of 
Ephraim; and when afterwards God appointed them :l. 

king, it was Saul, who was not of the tribe of Judah, 
but of B:mjamin; and yet at length, againfl: all human 
probability, the tribe of Judah did aaually obtain the 
fupremacy; and the fceptcr did continue in it, ill On.e 

• 
, , 
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form of government or another, until ChrHl: came* •. 
So that you fee, here was a prophecy of an event, very 
long before it came to pars, which no human fagacity 
could pollibly foreree. But>.God, who had appointed. 
it, he forefaw it, and he dniy could foretel it: there
fore the Scripture, in which this prophecy is contain
ed, mull: needs be the word of God • 

. 

We will go on now to mention two or three pro-
phecies of the New Tell:ament, which will as itlfalli-
1>ly prove that alfo to be the word of God. As Ollr Sa
viour's prediB:ion of the dell:rucHon of the Temple,. 
and the utter ruin of the J ewilh ftate and nation, when, . 
at the time of his delivering that prophecy, there was 
no appearance, nor human probability, of any [lIch· 
thing. His prediCtion of the wonderful fpread of the' 
Gofpel, after his departure; and the vaft i ncrcafc of his 
church, which he compares to a grain of tlll!flard feed, 

which gro",'s up, in a few months, to be a large and 
fpreading tree. Now nothing was more improb~lble, 
to all human rearon, than [uch an increafe of the 

• It is not neceflary, to the punaual fulfilling of this prophecy, 

t.hat the perfons, in -whofl: hands the fcepttr was, (llould he all of 
the tribe of Judah, as inrlced they \Vcrl: not; f,,1' thc .c"..:mon~an 

r'duces, 01' !VIaccabec~, who were chief Goven~ol's \:pw~J'(L; of a 
lmntlrcd years, WHC pridts of the Tribe of Levi: but Hill the 

Tribe of ] udah was tho:: Statc, and tlJ ... Governmtnt \Vas in it, UIl! it 
Judea was red\lceu into the form of a Roman P"OVill~C, which W:lli 

after tbe birth c.f- Chrift, 

E 3. church 

• -

• 

• • 
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church of Chriil:, after he, the founder of it, had been 
crucified, as an infamous malefaaor: and yet fa it 
came to pafs, juil: as he had f0retold it would be. 
Again) the rejeaion and difperfion of the Jews ar~ 
foretold, both in the Old Teil:ament and in the New = 

and i.t is alfo foretold, that in time (the time that God 
has appointed for that great event) there {hall be ageneml 
converGon of the J eW5; they Ihall be again received 
into the church and favour of God; and aU " Ifrael 
fa 111ail be faved*." Now, though this prophecy is 

• 
not yet accomplilhed, yet the fteps of Providence 
which are· leading to it are fuch, and fa wonderful, that 
one cannot but believe that it fiull be accomplillied in 
the appointed time. I mean, God's preferving the 
Jews a diil:ina people, feparate from all others, 
though fcattereu abroad into all lands; and that for fo 
many hundred years together. It is a moil: marvellous 
thing, fuch·as no hiil:ory of any ether nation or peopb 
~n the world can {bow the like . 

• 

Again, the p·rophccy of the man of fin, which is de~ 
livered by St. Paul. 2 TheW ii. and which is fo plain-
1y fulfilled in p.opery, in every particular of it,.amountsli 

1 think, to no lefs than a demon!hation that the Apo[~ 
tic wrote under the infpiration of the Holy Ghofl:. For 
1 mn fure no human wifdolll or fagacity would have 
\~cnjeaured that fuch a monUer as popery lhould ever 

• 

• 
•• • • 
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rife out of chrifl:ianity*. Now from there Scripture 
prophecies, and many more which might be mention
ed, there arifes a more fubllantial evidence of thc truth 
of the Scriptutcs; or that they arc indeed the word of 
God. And thus you fee, in a few inftances out of 
many, that the Scripture has foretold fuch things as 
none could pollibly foreree, and therefore none could 

• 

foretel, but God. 
• 

• 

Thus we have proved the truth of the Scriptures 
from the charaCl:er and <.:ondition of the writel·s, and 
from the contents of the Scriptures themfclves. I 1ha11 
add but one proof more, which arifes, 

Thirdly, from the good etfeCl:s which the Scriptures 
have produced. Here let us firll: take notice of that 
miraculous tell:imony which God gave to the ,,'onl of 
his grace, by the wondel"ful fucccfs of :rhe Gofpe! when 
it was firll: preached; and then we ili:.dl fpeak of the 
lnore flated and ordinary etfeB:s of it in other ages. 

I. I fay the truth of the Gofpel was 1;'/iraculoujly evi
denced by the wonderful fuccefs of it, ",-hen it was 
fil-ll: preached by the Apoftles. Miracuioujly, I fay, for 

,~ See Dr. Benfoll's Diffcrtation 011 the :lI.fan of Sin, at the end cf 
his Paraphrali! on the fecolld cpiftIe to the TheIraloliians; in which 
it is Ihown, with convincing evidence. that all the characiers of the 
:Man of Sin, in that prophecy, do cxaEUy (hit to POPL'IY: :lIld there
fo!'c we cannot doubt but that POpCl]! was int~lIded by it. 

I look 

• 

• 
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I look upon the fuccefs of the ApolHes preaching to be 2. 
., 

greater miracle than any other which they wrought. I am 
fure that our Saviour gives it the preference to aU the 

miracles which he himfelfhad wrought, John xiv. 12. 

He faid to his difciplcs, " He that believeth on me,. 
" the works that I do {hall he do likewife; and great
~, er works than thefe fhall he do, becaufe I go ~o the . ., 

c, Father." Plainly referring to the converuon of fin-
ners, by their preaching of his Carpel, after his afcen
fion to heaven. Never was there any event of Provi

dence, never any work performed among men, in 
which there were [nch evident traces and tokens of:l. 
divine po,ver concurring, aiding, and [ucceeciil1g, as in. 
the womlerful [lIccefs of the ApofHes preaching: here
by God did, in a mort furprifing manner, give tefiimo
ny to the word of his grace. IJct us here fingle out a 

few infiances, relating to their preaching and their fuc
cers, which manifefi that the hand of the Lord was with 
them, as, 

:t. COl!fidcr what difficulties tbqfe jJrcacbc1"3 cf the GoJ

pcl bad 19 enc{unlcr 'Witb. They were filch as made 
their [lIcce[s exceedingly improbable. J:t'or tIle world 

was generally funk into the dregs of idolatry and ,,,ick

ednefs; and nothing cou1d be more contrary to the cor
rupt inclinations of mankind, than the doarine which 
the Apc,{tles preached. It was no fine ilory to plcafc 

the fidh,. and humour fen[uality; but" quite the con
tr>lry, it taught and it required fe~f-dmial and 1/IQrtijim .. 

• 
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,ioll, aiJd lmi-velfal purily. This doctrine, therefore, 
mull: needs be very unpnpl/Jar. And further, it would 
be n0 little prejuuice againll it, that the :luthor of this 
doC!:.rine was bllt a mean aild obf~lIre perfon, and a 
nlan of a very obnoxious ch:tr:ltl:cr, J efllS, fbi! Jon if fl Cflr

pm!er, who had been acclIfed, by his o\\'n countrymen, 
of trcafon and blafphemy, and had been condemned by 
Pilate, the Roman governor, to fllffer the mofl: painful 
and ignominious death. Now, .to invite men to be-

• 

come difdples to this Jefus, after he \vas crucified and 
dead, how prepoficrous would it feem? to tell men that 
they mull: truft for eternal life and falvation, on one 
that could not, or however did not, fave bimfelf from 
being put to death, who would not h:!.ugh at fllch a wild 
propofal? "We preach Chrifl: crllcified 1J oto the Jews 
" a il:umbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliihnefs*." 

Let it be obferved again, That the doCtrine and 
preaching of the Apofl:les were vigoroully oppored by 
men of figure, and that they were perfec1Jted where
ever they came. Then was remarkably fulfilled that 
prophecy, Pfalm ii. 2. "The Kings of the earth fet 
"themfelves, and the rulers took counfe! together 
" againfl: the Lord, and againfl: his anointed." And 
what hope could the Apofl:les have of any fucccfs of 
their preaching, under ~ll thefe difadvantages and dif
couragementi"~ when their doC!:.rine was Co unpopular 

• m 
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in itfclf, and when the whole world, in a manner, {toad 

agail1fl: them. And further let it be conGdered, 

2. IPbe11 fori of IIlI!ll fl.'tie filii p;'eachen of t:~'e GijJcl 
were. If any enterprifc ever required men of educa
tion and learning, of power :.l.nd interdt-, to render it 

fuc.cefsful, furdy this ciid. But 'were the lirfl: prc:tch-
• 

ers of the Garrd fllCh men r No.. far othcrwife. 
Chrifl: commilfioned and fent forth a few jiJberlll{'il to 
preach his Gofpel; men of mean rank and condi
tion, without credit or interefi, without the authority 
of power, or the charms of eloquence: thefe were the 
men whom Chrifi fent forth to preach his Gofpcl, and 
to fet up his kingdom in the world; to confound JIl
daiJm and overturn l'aganij1/1, "You fee your calling, 

" brethren," fays the ApoHlc~ "how that not many 
C( wife men after the fleih, not many might)'. not many 
c. noble are called," or rather, it {hould be rendered, 

" arc employeclin cal1ingyou." I Cor. i. 26. Thefe 
:lre the men that are fent to confute the learned rabbi's 

:and the famous philofophers. "Vas ever any thing fo 
unlikely, and improbable? The heavenly treafure i~ 

placed in ear/hern vrj]eIs like Gideon's lamps in earthern 
• 

pitcher,:, "that the excellency of the power might up-

" pear to be of God." 2 Cor. iv. 7. Let us now fee, 

3' IPhat JucClfs they bad. Here \,'e fee the power of -God fllining out very illl1{hious, by which he gave tef-

timony to the word of his grace. For, Ilot'withfl:and-
• 
1O~ 
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ing aIt thefe difadvantages and difcouragemcnts, the 

fucce[s of their preaching was aftonilbingly great. 
They made profelytes and converts to the faith of the 
Gofpel by hum/reds and thou/and .. at a fermon; and 
fpread their doctrine in a few years over moft COUn

tries of the then known world. And tl:c change it 
wrought in the hearts"'ll1d lives of men was very won-

, 

derfn!. It 'was fuch indeed as was not pemble for any 
power but that of God to efrcc1:. \Vherever the Gof
pel came, it transformed Pagans illto Cl.rfjlirllls. They 
renoullced the religion of their anccftors, in which they 
had been educated; and " turned from their idols to 
Ie fene the living and true God*. All the power of 
human learning and eloquence, could not fiand againft 

the power of the preaching of thcfe poor ffoerl1Jl!ll; and 
notwithftanding the mighty oppofition that was then 
made to the Gofpel, in every country where thofe 
preachers came, yet it fpread through the world with 
amazing fwiftnefs. Tertllllian, 'who lived in the next 
age after Chriit, has thcfe words in his apology, which 

\e :addreffes to the heathcnmagillrates, " If," rays he, 
, we were enemies to YOllr fl:ate, you might well feek 
, new citics and countries to gm'ern; for you would 
: have more enemies than friends ill your empire. We 

have filied your towns, your cities, your provinces .. 
your eames, your camps, and your courts; only we 
have left your idol temples to yourfd\'es; all other 

, ,'~ I Their. i. 9. 
" 
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" places are full of chriH:ians." Thus was the littl~ 
• 

flock of ChrW: ellcrcafd in a few years; Jo mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed. Now we muft 
furdy be blind, if we don't fee there was fomething 
more than human in all this. And. thus was the truth 
of the Gofpcl attefted from Heaven, by the miraculous 
fuccefs of the firo:' preachers of it. And if the Gofpel 
be true, the whole Scriptures are the true word of 
God: for Chrill "came not to defiroy the Law or the 
'" Prophets, Imt to fulfil them *;" and the new Tef
" tament gives teRimony to the Old, that "all Scrip
" turc was givCll by infpiration of God t;" and" that 
" holy men of old [pake as they were moved by the 

" Holy Ghoft t." 
• 

Thus you fee the miraculous fuccefs of the firft 
preachers of the Gofpel gives a firong evidence to the 
truth of it, and of the/~vhole Scriptures. Let us alfo, 
• • 

, , ,. 
\\ 

• 

II. A little attend /0 the more fiatcd and ordinary eJ
feEls of thc word of God, 'which are C01ll11l01Z to all ages. It 
is moft commonly by means of this word that finners 
~rc converted, that dead fouls are revived and mifed to 
newnefs of life. So it wus in ancient times. Ie Of; 

, 

" his own will begat he us with the word of twth."! 
James i. "~'S. ALld fo it is !till. "Faith cometh by 

, 

'. :r.!:ltt. v. 77. t :: Tim. iii. 16. .t: z Pet .. i. :.!. 

" hearing 



EXAMINED AND CONFIRlIIED. 4-'9 

,< hearing: and hearing by the word of God*." It is 
alfo by tllis word, thaftlte fouls of good people are edi
lied and comforted, that the divine life of grace is ad
vanced, and at length ripened into the heavenly. life of 
glory. As when J aIm the BaptiIl: fent fame of his dif
ciples to Chriil: with this quefHon, " Art thou he that 
" fhould come, or do we look for another?" Our S2-
viont returned no other anfwer, but this, " Go and 
" {hew John thofe things which you do hear and fcc, 
" the blind receive their fight, the lame walk, the Je
" pers are cIeanfed, the deaf hear, the dead are raifetf 
" up, and the poor have the Gofpcl preached to them." 
:Matt. xi. 4, 5. That was enough to fatisfy any COII

fideiate perfon, that J crus was the ChrW:; for the mi
facles which he wrought were too great and gloriolls 
fer an impofior; and befidcs in them an ancient Scrip .. 
ture prophecy, concerning the promifed 1v.feiIiah, was 
very literally fulfilled, viz. "When he, their God, 

• 

" will come and fave them, then the eyes of the blind· 
" tha11 be opened, and the ears of the deaf fr..aIl be un
e( ftopped, &c." Ira. xxxv. 5, 6. "So, if the queC
" tion be put, w]lcther thefe Scriptures are the word of 
U God, is it not fufficient to fay? Hereby d,~ad linners 
U are often raifed to newnefs of life; the eyes of thofe 
6< whom the God of this world had blinded are opened; 
.. ~ hearts, which were full of uncleannefs, are purified'; 
" and poor dejeCl:ed fouls arc wandel-fully fupported 
GC and comforted. And Can we think .that the ·tree 

..... ROln x. 7-

F " 'which 
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" which bears f'ueh good fruit as this, is of any other 
" planting than God's? Are thefe the effeCls of the 
Ie words of men only r No, what man could fpeak 
" the dead to life~ or the forrowful and dejeClcd, into 
u joy and comfort?" But this is what the Bible has 
done in a thoufanti infiances. Therefore [ueh as have 
experienced the power of thof'e divine truths, which 
the Scripture teaches, in their own fouls, need no other 
evidence to prove to them that the Bible is the word of 
Gnd. This is that Witnels, which St. John fpeaks of~ 

, 

which the believer has in hi;; own heart, I J o11n v. 10. 
, 

cc He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the wit-

" nefs in himfelf." And it is fueh a witnefs as no 
bribes can file nee, no fophHhy of men, or devils, can 

, 

confute: it is the rno£l: confirming teil:imony of all 
others, to the man that has it; who has heard, as it 
were, God f'peaking to him by his word, to whom the 
word of God has been an effeClual means of drawing 
lIis foul to him. But this witnefs is like that " white 
" frone, with a new name written upon it, which no 

," man knoweth faving he that receiveth it*." It is in 
vain ;therefore to all edge this te!l:imony to unbelievers~ 
who have never tailed of the grace of God, nor expe
riencedthe power of the Gofpe1 upon their own fouls; 

. but, to tbore who have experienced it, none is fa fatis
fa8:ory., ,none fa confirmi"g. As when fome of the Co-

, 

rinthians, who had been converted by St. Paul's preach-
ing,. were tempted to doubt: of his commifiion ',to be an 

• Rev. ii. 17; . . ~ . 
.. Apoftle 
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Aponte of Chrift,. he advifes them only to examine 
themfelves; as to the errea: of his minillry upon their 
own fouls, 2 Cor. xiii. 3,5. " Since you reek·a proof 
" of Chrjft's fpeaking in me, examine yourfelves wh<!
" ther ye be in the faith." For if Chrin: had ~)oken 
dfe8uaIly to their fouls.by St. Paul's pre::lching. fo us 
thereby to convert them, and implant in them faving 
·faith, they could not have ,a better evidence that Chri(~ 
owned him for his ApofUe, and hadfpokcn by him: fo, 
jf at any time a doubt is fuggeftcd to your minds, about 
the truth of the Scriptures, examine yourfclves as 
to the eirea: they have had IIpon your own {(JUls. 
Has God, by them, awakened YOll out of your carnal 
fecurity? Has he, by them, raifed you up to newnefs 
of life? Has he, by them, fpoken peace and comfort to 
your fouls, when they were in dil1:refs :md trouble? 
Has he, by them, fan8ified you, and fupported YOll 

hitherto? What ftronger evidence can you have, that 
thefe Scriptures are the word of God? . 

Thus I have fillifhed the argument which I propored 
from my text. And now, upon the who1.e, cannot we 
make thefe words our own, and fay, "'iVe know that 

• • 

" this. tellimony is true?" 

For the improvement of this fubjeB: let us 
Fi1ft, Reverence and prize tbe Bible. Read it and re

gard it, not as the word of men, but of God; as if 
God himfelf WitS fpeaking to you from Heaven, as he 

F 2 fp.oke -



, 

, 
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fpoke to :rvlofcs, or as Chrifi fpoke to Paul. RC:1tl 
this word of God 'with reverence, and fpeak of it with 
reverence: never tl:lrIl any of the words of Scripture 
into ajif/, nor u[e them to adorn ~ piece of wit; but Id 
If!/! 'U)ord of God dwell ill you ricbly hi all 'wi/dam. Confider 
','our Bible as the oracles of God,· and l'ive it due rc-, 0 

verenc!!, for it;; author's [:Ike. And how fhould you 

prize it on account of its vall ufefulnefs? "Vas there a 

hook written that could teach you a fure ami certain 

way to be rich and profperous in this world, 'who 
woult! b~ w'ithcut it r But this book, the Bible, will 
teach yell much more impor.tal1t and ufcfulleffons than 

all that; for it will make you 'llJife Ulllo I"/va/ion. It 
."ill teach you how _you may be reconciled to God, 
whom yolt have fo grievollfly offended; how YOll may 
(Jbt:,in his favour, which, is better Ihal1lifc, and how 

• 

you may efcape his wrath, which is 'lu()rJe than death. 
" 

This book is your beft, al~d your only fnre gu~de in the 
way to immortal life and blefi"edncfs. Reverence 
~nd prize the Bible as the book by which you fhall be 

j udgeti in the Iafl: day; when "the books ihall be 
.. opened (the book of £cripture no doubt for one) and 

" the dead fhall be judged out of thofe things which are 
" 'written in the books, according to their works *." 
Open it therefore beforehand. There you may fee 
what your doom is then likely to be; and if you find 

that you are in danger of being condemned inthe j udg. 
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Incnt, and doomeu to e\'crl~/1ing punifhment, this 
book will (how YOII how you mny fly Ir~lIl the 'wrath ta 
C(;JIIC, ~Fld ott(/ill t'ferl1a! life. 01' if you can fiud your 
,own charaB.cr among the Scripture-charaCters of the 

children of God, and the heirs of his heavcnly king

dom, how ","ill that mire and enli n':ll your hopcs r How 

,will that fupport and comfort you uncler all your 
worldly trollbles? How 'will it f\Veeten this mortal life, 

when you 'can fee it tlo"ving 011 apace to an immortal 
life of glory? Reverence and pri7.e the Bible therefore, 

as the grand charter of all your bleITings, and bf all 
your hopes; and thcrefore, ' 

, 

, 

Seco-l1dly, Be very thankful to God that )'OU have th4 ' 
Bible. Be thankful 'that he has been pleafed to give us 
,a new revelation, after we had can off the knowledge 
of the Molt High, and brought fuch difmal darknefs 
on cur minds by fin; that he has given us fo clear a 
revelation of his goodllefs and love, to encol11:age our 

return to him, and our trufl: upon his merc), for pardon 

and eternal life; and that he has marked out the way 
to eternal life, [0 plain before us, in his word. Be 
tlJankflll to God, and blefs his name, that he has given 
you fuch abundant evidcnce, that thefe Scriptures arc 
indee~ his word; ii:> that you may) UlOa fafel y) venture 
your fouls and your eternal [alvadon upon them. Be 
thankful that you have the free ufe of the Scriptllres; 
that your lot was not cafl: either into a Heathen cr,un

try, ""here the Bible is not heard of, or into a Popifh 
• country, 

, " 
, , 

, 
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<:ountry, where it is little more than heard of; wliere 
it is locked lip from the people, and tliey are not fuf
fered to read it. How gracioufly hus God difiinguifhed' 
you from Heathens and from Papifts. And, efpecially., 
if he has been pleafed to attend his word with an effi
cacious bleffing to your [Ollis; if God bas hego/ttn you 

again hy his ward of Iru/b, how are you difiinguithed 
from many others who dwell in Proreftant countries, 
who may have the free ufe of the Bible, but have no
heart to ufe it; and whore dreadful condemnation it 

" , 
will be, that light came ill/a the world, the : 'light of the 
glorious Gofpel fuone all around them, ." but they lov-· 
" ed darknefs rat~er than light, becaufe their deeds 

, "were evil "" ... ' You have reafon to regard the Bible 
as an invaluable bleffing, as the greateO: and beft gift of., 
God next to the gift of" his Son; and without which .. 
you would have known nothing of Chrifl:, and of fal

vation .by him.. Thanks he to God for this his u1~1ed
ilU, gift. 

, 

, 

Thirdly, Manifefl your high efleem of the Scriptures, .. 
and YOU1' thallkfulnifs fir them, by your diligent uJe of 
them. Read and fiudy the Bible, fet your hearts to it,. 
for it is not a vain tbing fir you, hccallfe it is your lift. 

Let it be as the man of your coun[el, your COIl{l:a~t 
guide in the way of your pilgrh~age, Labour to \1n
derftand what you read; and pray for the teaching of 

"t John iii. 1<;, 

the 

• 
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the good fpirit of God to (jpm yaur [mda:/itilldil1g; thot 

J9U may una"ajiand the Scriptures; and aIfo, to fet home 
divine truths upon your hearts, that fo, "while you 
., behold in the glafs of the word the glory of the Lord, 
" you may be changed into the fame image from glory 
c< to glory*." Be .not fatisfied with all the knowledge 
YOll can gain by reading and ftudying, without feeling 
the power of divine truths u1'0n your own hearts, in 
your growing conformity to a holy God, your delight 
in his word and ordinances, your fubmifIion to his 
will, and obedience to his precepts, and in the devout 
afpiration of your fouls after a more intimate' commu
nion with him, and a more perfea enjoyment of h'~s ' 

, 

prefence and love; and fo 111all your fouls be nfJurijheJ 

tip in tbe words of faith, and of g09d doll,rine, until you 
, 

,come tmt() the mea/ure of the flature of the fulnefs of 
Chrifl; when all 4arknefs fhall be diffipa ted by the light 
of heavenly glory; and when your faith fhaU be 
changed into vifion, and your hope into cverlafting en-
• Joyment. 

• : Cor. iii. ll!. 

FINIS. 
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