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S ERMON L

RELIGION INTIMATELY CONNECTED
WITH ORDINARY LIFE,

PSALM cxvi g.

I will walk befare the Lord in the land of the
AN 1s5a being of a campound nature;
he confifts of a foul and a body. By

living.
M the former he 1s allied to God and
angels; by the latter to earth and earthly
things. In confequence of this, he 1s capable
of two different forts of emoyments, {ubjelted
to two diftin&t clafles of defires, and lives at
once in two diflimilar ftates. From the bedy
arife appetltes for worldly things, and pleafure
m them ; from the foul, defires of things {pi-
ritual and eternal, and a relith for them. We
live an animal or a natural life, and wa hive at

the fame time a rational or {piritual life. Thus
A by




2 Religion intimately connected  SERAM. 1.

by the verv conftitution of our nature, our
attention 1s drawn diftcrent ways, our views
are direfted to contrary objeéts, and we are
engaged 1n diffunilar employments. By con-
cern about the one, we may bicome negligent
of the other.

THE things of this world are the objelts of
ftnfe ; they are continuvally {oliciting our no-
tice; they force themliclves mto our view ;
they aftect us ftrongly. By thefe means they
are very apt to render us repardlcds of fpirtual
and eternal things, which can be perceived only
by faith, which make but a weak unpreflion
on the thoughtlefs, which cannot influence our
condudt, except we fet ourfelves voluntanly
and defignedly to meditate upon them.  While
we are intent on our occupations for the fup-
port of the ammal life, we may very readily
fall into negle@t with refpet to that occupa-
tion which belongs to us as reafonable and im-
mortal creatures.  We thould guard againft
this with a care proportioned to the danger of
our becoming guilty of it.

THaE {cripture perpetvally inculcates upon
us, that the eternal happnefs of our fouls, and
the praltice of holinefs by which it is fecured,
ought to be our principal concern, and to en-
gage us more earncftly than any of the poflef-

flons
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fions and enjoyments which can profit us only
in the prefent life, or any of thofe worldly
employments wlich are fubfcrvient to the
attainment of them. The leaft refletion is
{ufficient to convince us of the propriety and
the importance of this condu&. To thofc who
at all think ferioufly, the difficulty lies only
1 preferving a commanding impreflion of the
necettity of this condu&t, and putting 1t in
prattice, amidft the bufy fcenes and the diffi
pations of common life. ‘Thefe frequently
obliterate the conviction, and efface the fenti-
ments, which are produced by the moft affeét-
ing reprefentations of the fuperior value of
fpiritual and eternal things, exhibited in an
hour of retirement and devotion.

I7 15 of great moment, therefore, to acquire
a finking fenfe of the manner 1n which a con-
cern tor the falvation of our {fouls, and appli-
cation to the duties of religron, may be 1nter-
mingled with our whole worldly employment,
and cxerted 1n the various circumftances of or-
dinary lite.  For difcourfing on this {ubjeét,
we may naturally take occafion from the words
now read; [ awill awalk, fays David, before
the Lord in the land of the lving, To walk
befere the Lord *, and, To walk awith the

* Gen. xvii. 1. xxiv, ¢o. xlvii. 15, 1 Kings i, 6, 2 Kings

Xz, 3 Pl 1y, Lord
A z ord,
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Lord*, are beautiful exprefiions ufed in ferip-
ture, on purpofe to convey this very view of
religion: and the former of them conveys it
the more explicitly in this place, by the
plalmift’s having added, in the laad of the
g, By thefe laft words he no doubt de-
figned to exprefs the conftancy of that obe-
drence to God, which he promifed in return
for the mercies acknowledged m this pfalm;
he meant to intimate that he would perfift in
it to the end of his life: but they likewife na-
turalty tmply, that he would incorporate his
religlon with his whole ordmnary life, and
make 1t to run through all the occupations in
which he mmght ever be employed in common
with other men, and to blend itfelf with all
the tranfadions relative to the prefent wotld,
in which he might be at any time engaged. It
15 certain that the fcriptures always fuppolc
religion to be conneted with common life,
and defigned for influencing us in all the affairs
of it : they never reprefent it as a thing which
may be laid afide when we come nto the
world, or for which we have no occafion
while we are bufied in the labour of our
flations.

® Geni v. 22,24, vi.g. Mich.vi. 8, Malii 6.

To
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To confider rehigion in this important point
of view, as what ought to nux with all our
fecular employments, and give 3 tintture and
compledtion to all thoeic actions which have
the moft mtimate rclation to the prefent ant-
mal hfe, 15 what I now propoic.

By fetting rehpion m this hght, T do not
mean to affirm, that 1t contains no dutles dif-
tinct fiom the night conduct ot our ordinary
bufmefs, or that there are no exzraies belong-
ng to it, which are 2bltracted trom common
life.  There are times and fealons apptopriated
to particular religious datie, nto which no
concern about our ordinary butinefs thould be
allowed to intrude. There are atfemblies called
together for partaking in the facraments, for
public worfhip, and for hearing the word,
where we muft be intent on thefe exercifes
alone, and whence we muft excluae all worldly
thoughts and cares.  There are exercifes of
devotion which muft be performed in the fe-
crely and fhlluefs of retirement; prayer, the
reading of the feripturcs, meditation on the
principles of religion and the obligations of our
{feveral dutics, {cif-examination, confcliion of
our fins, and refolutions of amendment. We
are not truly rehgious, it we allow concern
for our temporal interefts and dihgence in
our Worldly bufinefs to lead us into the negleét
‘ A 3 of
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of thefe.  They have not an nnmediate rela-
tion to the employments of our f{tuticns, but
they are confittent with them @ they fufpend
them for a little, but they can be performed
without any inconvenicnt inteiruption of thun,
Thefe dutics of religion enter not dine 3y mto
common lite, nor are mtunately 1norporated
with 1ts funétions; they are rather in appear-
ance abftraCted from them: but thev are in
reality fubfervient to the night difiharge ot
them. They form impreflions which may
influence us in hife; they revive fentiments
which, without them, the hurry of bufinefs
would diflipate; they invigorate principles of
condut which the avocations of the world
would enfeeble, but which the good man muft
act upon every day. Without attendance on
thefe duties of religion, we could have no
good fentiments or principles to carry into the
world with us: but we gttend upon them to
no purpole, if we carry not itto the world
with us, 1f we maintain not amidit all the
buftle of the world, the good fentiments and
principles which they are fitted to infufe, ‘The
church and the clofet are the places where
thefe duties are performed ; but the world is
the place where we muft difplay the effeéts
which they produce, and exert the temper of
holinefs which they cherith.  The ipiritual
ite muft be recruited by the exercifes of re-

tirement
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tirement and retraat: but wien it i, recrusted
by thele, as the nourtthmezit adap od to ity
it 15 m the world that it muid the w165 vigour:
its functions muft mnx thentdoos with all
thofe of the anmma! Life:; oar cunlovinent for
cternity mult be wterwos oot ol oar occu-
pations for time.

IN the fcquel T ihall, £24) point out the
mnportance of this view of rchgion; and, fes
condly, cxplain it.

FirsTt, I foull point out thic importance of
mnﬁdcring rc]igion a; connected with wll the
parts of our ordiu;iry lite.

THERE 1s no miftake about the nature of
rchgion more  dangerous than an  opinion
that 1t 1s mconfiftent, or even unconncéted,
with the ordinary bulinds of Lfe: this
opinion will produce ditterent eftedts on differ-
ent perfons 3 but all the c¢ite@ls which it can
produce, will be pernicious.

Ir 1t be entertained, 1t will infallibly lead
the gencrality to negleét religion altogether.
Prefent things are fo conftantly in our view,
the wants and the demands of the natural hife
arc felt {o ftrongly, that moft men will be
ingrofled by them, if they apprehend that,

Ag without
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without negleéting them, they cannot {ecure
tuturc and unfeen things.,  Ihd all men per-
ceive clearly, that they may wall wih God
while they are mixing 1 the focicties and
employments of men, and that they may moft
cfteCtually  promote their  eternal l::!.ppimﬂ
wiile they are occupied in the buhinets ot thar
temporal vocations, many would endeavour to
wns b out ther falvation *, who fcarcely think
of 1ty becaufe they mmasine 3t unconn :cted
with their ordinary bufinets, or :ncompatib
with ther worldly purfuits.

SaME however have fo deep a fenfe of the
importance of thicir eternal intercets, and fo
{trong a {olicstude to {ccure them, that an
opinion of their inconfiftence with the buftucefs
and purfuits of lite will drive them 1uto the
oppofite extreme,  Under the influcice of this
miftake many have fecluded themiclves trom
the world, withdrawn from all the occupations
of life, and given up themfelves to idlenets,
contemplation, and fohtary devotion. The
life of fuch perfons may be harmlefs, but it
is ufelefs: it may be freer from vice than the
lives of others, but it 1s lefs virtuous; they
have not been expofed to the {ame temptations
with others § their munocence has inmany cafes

® Phil, 1. 12.

aryen
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arifen only from their want of opportunity fot
commmtting {in, not from ftrength of mind, or
the vigour of virtuous principles. Were a
Iite of monkith indolence neceflary or con-
ducive to the tmprovement and falvation of our
fouls, God would not have pliccd us in a
world where we have fo many wants that
cannot be fatisfied without diligent application
t> a variety of occupatious.  An active and
buly Iif: ts perfectly conuftent with all that
God requires of us, for plealing him or for
obtaining ctermal happiets.  Holinels pre-
{erved uncorrupted, and excrcifed vigorouily,
in active lifz, 15 much worthier thait the in-
oftcuftve blamelefluefs of the mierd - reclufle,
You thould yicld your alive fervice antd God,
You cannot pleaie him more efteCtually, than
by following your feveral vocatiois, by en-
gaging in the ordinary employments of life,
by purfuing them with mduftry, and being'
converfant about them in a right manner.
You do not ferve God, you do not labour for
etermty, you do not take care of your fouls,
only when you are meditating, or reading, or
hearing, or praying, or partaking of the Lord’s
{upper; but alfo aseffectullly, though thefe pur-
pofes be not perhaps fo directly in your thou g ht s

when you are going about your warldly bufinefs
1n a virtuous manncr, wheh you are honeftly and

confcientoutly dotng the work of your ftations.

You
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You may live to God, and yet live in the
world, To renounce the world and fly to fo-
litude, 1s to renounce the ftation which God
has allotted us, and abandon the opportunitics
of domg good and becoming good, which he
has given us.

MEeN may entertain the miftake of which
we are {peaking, without running 1nto either
of the extremes now mentioned. They may
regard religion as fomething wholly abftradted
from hic, and yet may engage 1n the ordinary
bufinefs of life, without negleCing rehgion
altogether. In this cafe they will take up
with a falfe fpecies of religion: they will be
concerned, perhaps anxioufly concerned, for
their falvation, but they will purfue it in an
improper manner. ‘They imagine that the
ftate of their fouls depends only on {fome for-
mal tranfattions with God, on fome f{olitary
and fecret exertions of the will and the affec-
tions in dedicating themfelves to him, and
accepting of Jefus Chnft; and that it 1s no
wife affeCted by the manner in which they
carry on their ordinary bufinefs. They think
that they may be religious, thoush they be
immoral ; that they may provide for eternity,
though they neglect the duties of time; that
they may be n a ftate of grace, though they
bz bad hufbands, bad wives, unnatural parents,

undutiful
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undutiful children, unfaithful {fervants, unkind
and quarrelfome neighbours, or dithoneft dealers.
They regard the graces of the fpirit as totally
diftin& from the moral virtues; the condué
which God approves, as perfeltly different from
that behaviour which 15 ufcful to mankind.
They make an unnatural divorce between reli-
gion and morality. In the place of true holi-
nefs they {ubftitute an abfurd and unprofitable
{fuperiition.  Alas, my brethren, they deceive
tnemfelves ! If they alt according to this
1dea, their religion will have no greater influ-
ence upon their conduct, than if they made no
pretences to religion ; and therefore 1t will
have no more influence upon their eternal fal-
vation. Genuine religion 1s wholly pratucal ;
grace 1s but the principle of virtue and good
works. Your religion can be of no value, I
fhould rather fay, you have no real religion,
if it do not enter into life with you, if it do
not pervade and animate all your attions.

A VvERY great part of that condu&t by
which your eternal happinefs may be promoted,
confifts 1n tranfaching your ordinary bufinefs in
a proper and virtuous manner. There 1s
“{carcely an action of your lives fo nfignificant
as not either to promote or to ebftrudt your
falvation. The moft trvial and common
attions may be performed nght, or they

may
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thiay be petformed wrong. We fhould all,
.+ thetefore, thaintain an uninterrupted care to
perform all the alions of our lives aright. It
we maintain this care, we thall forward our
everlafting happine(s, by the very fame actions
by which we obtain or enjoy prefent things.
Many of the common, a&tions of lifc are far
from being trivial or ultportant in a religious
and moral view. It 15 by living in focicty,
ahd employing ourfelves 1 the ordinary buii-
nefs of it, that we can find opportumty for
iy of our moft important duties, for many
of the principal fun€ions of the fpintual and
¢hriftian life: and by feizing thefe opportu-
fitics, and ofttig them properly, we fhall moft
bffe&uaﬂv ptovide for eternity. It is from the
otdinary occurrences of hife; that we find oc-
tafioh for the ptintipal exertions of thofe vir-
tues which tegatd either ourfelves, our neigh-
bbut, or out God: and thefe virtues compre-
hend the whole of out duty, and conftitute
that holinefs which is the neceflary pre p"n'atiorl
for heaven.

" Tur obfervatiohs which have been hitherta
made, abundantly fhew the importance of that
view of rehgion which I am éndeavouring to
zive yout; they likewsfe explain it ih fome
fiéaftire : for the more particular explication of
it, which was the fecind thing propofed, lct

Us
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us briefly pomnt out, how the thice great
branches of our duty now mentioned, jntera
weave themfclves with the ordinary 3diqns
and employments of life.

i. THERE are many duties which we owg
properly to ourfelves, for pralifing which wg
find the opportunity i the coyrle of qrdinary
life.

As long as we dwell 10 thefe earthly taber-
nacles, fome forefight and diligence about the
neceflanies and conveniences of the prefent life,
1s unavotdable. God doth not forbid 1t: he
hath not made 1t inconfiftent with the purfuit
of futurc happinets. None would with to
ftarve or tobe naked: God doth not require you
to court thefe hardfhips.  You may be diligent;
you ought to be diligent in your callings : God
not ouly allows, but commands you to be dili-
gent; not flothful in bufinefs ¥, 1s a precept of
divine authority; there arc many fimilar pre-
cepts : God promites his blefiing to diligence,
and gives frequent encouragement to it. "That
man f{ins, and obfirults his own progrefs to
heaven, who 1s idle in his ftation. Religion
renders induftry a duty towards ourfelves, en-

forced by the authority of God : by refleting

* Rom, xii. 11,

on
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on this obligation to it, and allowing 1t to
have fome influence upon us, we fhall convert
every exertton of mduftry 1n our trade or pro-
feffion 1nto an act of obedience to God : and if,
while we are prompted to induftry by the in-
ftin&s and profpelts of the animal life, com-
mon to all men, we be alfo impelled to it by
a regard to the commandment of God, this
additional motive cannot fail to quicken our
induftry, to increafe it, and to reuder 1t more
{uccefsful.

Gop requires that the immediate objelts of
your induftry fhould not engrofs your whole
hearts; that you fhould not 1macine the attain-
ment of them fufficient to make you happy;
that amid{t your labour for them you fhould
maintain a {enfe that there are things of m-
finitely greater confequence, to be either ob-
tained or loft.  Rcligion requires you to carry
thefe {entiments through hife with you: they
will not enfeeblz your induftry, they will
only reftrain 1t from forced and unnatural ex-
ertions ; they will be no hindrance to its regu-
lar and healthful motions, they will only pre-
vent its running 1nto diftorted and convuliive
agitations ; they will not deftroy that cagernefs
which gives fpirit and perfeverance to your
endeavours, they will only extinguith that
anxiety, folicitude, and carefuluefs, which,

| while
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while they make you negle@ cternal things,
often render you at the fame time incapable of
purfuing prefent things in the moft cffe@ual
manner, and create immediate vexation of {pirit,
for which no {uccefs can make amends. In a
word, fuch fentiments carried through life,
and acted upon, will only fanétify your in-
duftry, and render it conducive to your future
happinefs, while it continues as fubfervient as
ever, or even becomes more fubfervient to your
prefent intereft.

WE are fo formed as to be capable of enjoy-
ment 10 thofe earthly things which we poflefs.
God doth not contradi& our conftitution by his
laws; he doth not require us to become infen-
fible even to the loweft plealurcs.  All men
eat and drink : they are among the moft com-
mon actions of your lives; yct religion 1s con-
cerned m them.  If, i eating and drinking,
vou are luxunous, intemperate, or debauched,
you f{wallow down poifon to your immortal
fouls : but 1if you eat and dnnk temperately
and in moderation, without overvaluing or re-
pining for the pleafures which you have not,
or abufing thofe which you have, avouding
fenfuality and excefs; 1f you cat and drink in
that degree which promotes the health and
ftrength of the bodv, which renders it fitter

for the fervice of the foul, which 1s decent,

PR |
a1l
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and becomes a reafenable creature, made for
much higher enjoyments ; then you ferve God
every time you eat aud drink; you nourith
your {ouls unto eternal life, by the very fame
ations by which you daly nounfh vour
bodies.

IT 13 a duty which we owe to ourfelves,
to preferve fobriety of mind, compofure of
fpurit, a freedom from all violent paffions,
humility, and felf-government. It 1s in the
ordinary employments of life that we find both
temptations to violate this temper, and occa-
fions for exercifing it : 1t 1 only by maintain-
ing 1t amidft all the occurrences of common
life, and all the calls, and viaffitudes, and
tumults of bufinefs, that we can obey thole
divine precepts which enjoin 1t You are
cngaged 1n the purfuit of fome confiderable
advantage :  you have now an opportunity of
curbing the violence of your defires, of keep-
ing them from poflefling your whole fouls :
this 18 incumbent on you, and by this you
fhall prepare yourfelves for that happy flate
which excludes every ungoverned paflion.
In the courfe of your occupations you meet
with unexpe@ed incidents, fudden turns, per-
plexities, and intricacies: vou are called to
avoid being difcompofed by them; this will be

a preparation for the fuperior regions of per-
5 telt
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felt feremty and peace, at the fame time that
it prevents prefent uneafinefs, and even fits you
for the moft proper management of your worlds

ly bufinefs,

In this world, obje&ts frequently occur
which tend to draw us oft from the path of
hife. They meet us in the fcenes of bufinefs,
and in the hours of relaxation and amufement,
i company, in folitude, 1 every fituation.
Continual circumipection and  watchfulnefs
againft their drawing us into the ways of death,
by feducing us nto fin, 1s a duty which we
owe to our own fouls: and it 1s a duty which
we muft put i praltice every day, and every
hour, 1 every place, and 1 every condition.
We muft carry this temper through life with
us, we muft preferve and exercifc it in all the
varlous circumitances 1 which at any time we
ftand, clfe we cannot perfitt fiedfaftly in the
narrow way that leads to heaven.

2. In like manner, in the ordinary bufinefs
of our lives we fhall find the moft frequent
and the beft opportunities of performing our
feveral duties to our feilow-men. Religion re-
quires us to embrace thefe opportunities : and
by embracing them, and performing the duties
furtable to them, we fhall ferve God, and

B pleafe



18 Religion intimately connecied  SeRM. 1,

pleafe him, and contribute to the falvation of
our own fouls,

You f{pend the day in merchandize, in la.
bour, 1n the bufinefs of your calling whatever
it is: you mulft carry your religion along with
you; yoeu muft excrcife 1t all the time you are
thus employed. You may do your work either
honeftly and uprightly, or the contrary. 1If
you deceive thofe with whom vou have deal-
ings, or defraud them, or injure them, you
injure your own fouls much more, you move
a ftep forward to deftrution. But if 1n every
part of your bufinels without exception, you
act juftly and equitably, and deal with 1nte-
grity and faithfulnefs; you awalk before the
Lord, while you {eem to be only bufy in your
worldly calling ; you advance in your journey
towards heaven, while you feem to be only
poing round in the circle of employments
which belong to this mortal ftate.  The thop,
the exchange, the occupations of ative life,
form the only theatre on which the virtues of
juftice, fidehity, and honefty can be practifed ;
and without conftantly pratifing thefe, you
can have no religion, ‘Thefe virtues tend to
fecure the confidence of men, and to promote

your worldly profperity ; and by the uniform
prattice of them, you likewife lay up for
yourfelves treafures in heaven, where neither

moth
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moth nor ruff deth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through, nor fleal *.

IN the train of life, in the intercourfe of
{ociety and bufinefs, fome perfon doss you un-
defigned harm, or an mtended mjury.  This
is the tunc when you have it in your power
to excrcife, and by exercifing to improve, pa-
tience, meeknefs, forbearance, forgivenefs,
kinduefs. It 1s only by exercifing them in
fuch circumftances, by making them to run
through all the attions to which {uch circum-
{tances give occafion, that you can fhew your-
felves to be the children of the Highefl +, and
heirs of the kingdom of life.  If, on the occa-
fions mentioned, you, on the contrary, indulge
bitternefs, anger, wrath, malice, revenge;
if you give way to the expreflions of thefe dif-
pofitions 1n the communications of company,
or the connexions of bufinefs; you fhow your-
{clves alicnated from the geatle {pirit of true
religion, and you render yourielves fit for the

fociety of thofe fallen angels 11 whom male-
volent paffions reign,

You go into company, you cnter into con-
verfation; the characters and the condu&t of
others become the topics, Thus 1s the fituation

e Mat, vi, 19, 4+ Luke vi. 35,

B 2 n
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in which you are called to make candid and
favourable conftruétions, to vindicate afperfed
innocence, to clear up mifconftrulted virtucs,
to agologize for exaggerated fathngs, to fpeak
the truth in love ™.  You have opportunity for
thefe duties every day @ 1t 15 1n the relaxations
of {ociety, 1n the turns of common converfa-
tion, that you find the opportunity ; and they
are eflential and important dutics of religion.
It inftead of performing them, you, in your
gayeft meetings, and moft unreferved talk,
defame, {lander, revile, or backbite, you need
make no pretenfions to true religlon 1n your
clofets or at church. If any man among you,
{ays the apoftle James, feem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but decciveth his own
beart, this manw's religion 15 vamn+. He that
bridleth not his tongue from offences 1o hei-
nous as thefe, doth the office of Satan, and by
the employment of thofe which he reckons his
difengaged hours, and for which he thinks
that httle account will be required of him,
entitleth himfelf to a portion with Satan.

In the courfe of your employments, by the
events which caft up 1n the train of your or-
dinary bufinefs, you have opportunities of re-

turning good to your benefaltors, of doing

® Bph. iv. 13, + Jam. 1. 26.

{crvices
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fervices to thofe who have done you evil, of
{fupplying the wants of the poor, bv employ-
ing them, or by other means swhich are in
your wav, of fupporting the friendlefs, of
producing concealed merit, or of doing {ome
othcr good office to thofe with whom you
meet.  Ditterent employments afford different
means of doing the fame good offices to others,
or opportunitics of doing dificrent good offices ;
but every cmplovment attords {ome means,
and fome opportunitics. It isa great part of the
duty which God requiics of you, to embrace
and improve thele opportumtics ¢ this 13 to do
good, to bz rich in good works, ready to dijiri-
bute, awilling to communicate 5 by this you lay
up in flore for yourfelves a gosd foundation again/?
the time to come, that you may lay hold on cter-

pal Iife ~.

I caxyor mention particularly all the
ways in which true holinefs will enter mto
{ocial lite, and exert 1tlelt towards others, in
all the varied {cenes and complicated fituations
which turn up in the courte of ordinary bufi-
nefs. In addition to the initances already
given, [ thall onlv obferve mn general, that
every at of proper behaviour which we fhow
as parents, as claldren, as matlers, as fer-

' T:i]ﬁ.‘tia 18; 191
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vants, as we belong to a particular occupa-
tion or profeflion, as we are placed in a parti-
cular relation, is a rcal aét of holinefs, pleaf-
g to God, and conducive to our eternal hap-
pinefs. On the other hand, every nftance of
mmproper behaviour in any of thefe relations
or fituations, difpleafes God, and retards our
progrefs to heaven. When we contemplate
religion as thus concerned 1n our whole be-
haviour towards others, as either obferved or
violated 1n all our focial attions, how ex-
tenfive does 1t appear to bec? how uninter-
rupted are our opportunities for 1t ¢ how con-
ftant fhould be our attention to it} how often
do we neglett or tranfgrefs its obligations,
when we imagine our actions perfe&ly indif-

ferent, and removed wholly out of the pro-
vince of rcligion ?

3. WE muft likewile carry piety along
with us through the whole courfe of our
lives; we muft exercife godlinefs in all our
occupations: elle we have no true religion,
rior can be fit for the enjoyment of God. This
1s an important part of our fubje&, the 1llul-
tration of which we cannot now enter upon.

SERMON
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SERMON IIL

RELIGION INTIMATELY CONNECTED
WITH ORDINARY LIFE,

PSALDM cxvi. g.

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the
liuing.

ELIGION confidered in its juft extent,
contains two forts of duties, the duties
of piety, and thofe which regard the ations of
the natural and focial life. Both are eflential
to it. But men fhow a flrong propenfity to
confider the former as unconne&ed with life,
and the latter as unconnefted with religion,
and by a mifconception of both forts equally,
though in different refpeds, to difunite religion
from the occupations of common life, It pro-
ceeds from a partial view of both thefe ; and
it teuds to render our pratice of both defe&ive,

MEN confine their idea of piety to the als

of immediate worfhip; they confider st not as
what fhould, as what can enter uto common

B 4 life ;
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life; they think that they ferve God, only
when they are worfhipping him, and difen-
gaged from their worldly employments. Con-
ceving religion i {o falfe and contracted a
light, they neceflarily regard the actions of the
natural and focial life, as without the verge of
religion, as not requiring or admitting any
regulation or direction from its influence.

IN confequence of thefe partial and impera
fe&t conceptions, {fome have withdrawn from
the bufinefs of life, that they might give up
themfelves wholly to devotion, or have be-
come negligent in their lawful calling, as intcr-
rupting their application to religion ; and many
more, Intent on their worldly employments
and 1nterefts, and regarding all a&s of devotion
as encroaching upon thefe, negle® them to-
tally, or troud them into as little time as pof-
fible : God ss not in all their thoughts *,

~ PERrsons of a ferious turn, and fenfible of
the importance of plety, will apply to what
‘they confider as belonging toit. But if they
unagme afts of immediate worthip fo be all
that belongs to it, their application will be of
little value. ‘They will be punétual in per-
forming thefe: but they will think that when
they have perforimed thefe, they have done all

® Pfal, x. 4, ]
that
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that plety requires, and arc abundantly relis
sious; and too often they imagine that, if
they {pend {fome hours of the day in devotion,
they may do, through the reft of 1t, whatever
they pleafe, whatever their vicious paffions
prompt them to; at leaft they are not {ufli-
ciently carcful to avoid doing {fo.  Thus their
religion becomes a mere round of external fer-
vices, attended perhaps with tranfient and un-
meaning emotions of {foul, but not a prepara-
tion for the right conduct of life; and they
bear 1 themielves that character of corruption,
which the apoftle affigns to the men of the laft
days, having a form of godlinefs, but denying
ihe. power thereof *.

WHETHER men have a regard to religion,
or have not, if the acions of the natural and
{foctal life be confidered as without the pro-
vince of religion, the neceflary confequence
will be, that men fhall think themfelves at Ii-
berty to perform them, not according to the
rules of religion. Whenever we look upon
the ordinary actions of common lifc as indif-
ferent, whenever we forget that there is either
virtue or vice in almoft every one of them,
we are 1n great danger of indulging vice and
contratting guilt in the performance of them,
Whenever we allow ourfelves to 1magine that

* 2 Tun, . <

thefe
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thefe altions have no influence on our falvation,
we fhall be ready to do them in fuch a man-
ner as muft obftru our falvation.

Or the three clafles of duties which are in-
cumbent upon us, thofe which regard our-
felves, and thofe which regard other men, are
too often confidered as little conne&ted with
religion, and are, for that reafon, reckoned
fuch as may be in fome meafure negleGted
without great danger to our falvation. I have
therefore fhown that our habitual behaviour,
both towards ourfelves and towards others, in
the various fituations of common life, neceffa-
nly implies good or evil, and promotes or ob-
ftrults our everlafting happinefs. The other
clafs of duties, thofe which regard God, and
are comprehended under the name of piety,
are, on the contrary, often confidered as un-
connefted with the ordinary bufinefs of life.
In oppofition to this miftake, 1 now proceed
to thow, That we mult carry piety along with
us through the whole courfe of our lives, that
we muft exercife godlinefs in all our occupa~
tions ; elfe we can have no true religion, nor
be fit for the enjoyment of God in heaven.

WE may acquire fome lively impreflions of
God, in retirement, or in the otdinances of

worthip ; but if thefe impretlions do not re-
main
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main with us and aftuate us, when we enter
into the world, and all the time we are con-
verfant 1n the world, they are of no moment.
Religious affeCtions may be nourithed in the
retreats of devotion, as a child 15 fed within
doors : but it 15 11 the open air, and by the
buftle of exercife, that the child acquires and
fhows health, wvigour, and agility; and it is
in the ficld of the world, and by beang intro-
duced 1nto its feveral occupations, that the re-
ligious affeCtions obtain and difplay ftrength,
firmnefs, and encrgy. It is in the world they
are put to the tral, 1t 1s there we find oppor-
tunities for exerting them, and it 13 by being
excrted there that they are improved into a
commanding temper of piety.

THERE 15 no fituation in life, which gives
not fcope for fome exercile of godlinels, and
which requires 1t not, if we would not be
wanting to our duty. Picty or a regard to
God, is a vital {pinit which may run tiirough,
and ought to run through, all the virtues
which refpeét either ourielves or others, to
animate, to model, and dire@ them. It 1s
not excluded from any place or coudition which
admits any virtue whatever 3 1t cannot be dif-
penfed with from any f{uch place or condition,
but that virtue lofes much of its luftie, and is
even in danger of perifhing.

LovE
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Love to God 1s an affe@ion which does
not {pend itfelf in filent admiration, or warm
feelings : it 15 fit to cnter into life, and to a&k
in Iife.  We are commanded to XEEP oure
{chves i the love of God *: it 15 a temper which
may poflefs us as conttantly, and influence us
as regularly, as aftection to a parent or a triend.
It fhould influence us through life, 1n the
whole of our behaviour, in a manner finnlar
to that in which aficétion to a parent or a
triend, operates on fuch parts ot our behaviour
as have a refpect to them. l.ove to God does
not difplay itfelt {o much, or atcertan 1ts fin-
cerity and ardour {o unexceptionably, by any
emotions inwardly felt, or by any raptures of
devotion, as by its eftets upon our actions
by making us delight to obey and pleate God
in every part of our behaviour; by making us
willing to relinquith what we moft fondly de-
fire, or to incur what we moft vehemently
dread, rather than offend him in committing
any fin, or negletting any duty; by alluring
us to the mmitation of all thole moral attri-
butes which -render God the object of our love;
and by cherifhing benevolence, and drawing
out beneficence to all men, who are the chil-
dren of our Father in heaven. Love to God
will find opportunities for fome of thefe exer-

o JUdt} VCI'- III
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cifes of it, 1 all our worldly bufinefs, in all
the actions and events of common life: and if
any man ncglelt thefe exercifes of 1t, whenever
he finds opportunity for them, hoay dwelleth 1he
lowe of God in him * 2 His heart 13 voud of it,
though hvelinels of 1magination or a conftia
tutional warmth of affcétion may lead him to
prefume that his love to God 1s ardent.

REVERENCE of God 15 not mors analogous
to the love of God, in 1tlelf, than in its ef
fets upon our ordinary conduct. It 1s not
exercifed only when we {ct ouriclves to con-
template and celebrate his greatnets : we may
be, and we ought to be, i the fear of the Liord
all the day long +. It wehave anv reverence of
God, 1t will thow 1tielt every hour m our moft
common behaviour; i the fhade ot iolitude,
amid(t the temptations of fociety, the cares of
bufinefs, and the rclaxation of amulements, m
every fituation, it will make us to fand in
awe, and not fin T 5 1t will prompt us to aét in
a manner worthy of the prefence, the majefty,
and the perfections of God,

GRATITUDE 1s due to God for the blc{ﬁngs
which we receive from him. The events of

ordinary life furmfh us with conftant fubjeéts

. * 5 Jchaii. gy, } Prov. xxili, 17, 1 Pl iv. 4.

of



30 Religion intimately conneéted  SerM. IL

of gratitude. You eat your daily food ; you
find yourfelves in health ; you receive the price
of your labour; you obtain fomething which
you defired ; you profper in your way: your
duty in all thefe fituations, the apoftle Paul
~points out, In every thing give thanks; be
graseful, for this is the will of God in Chrif
Fefus, concerning you *. The exercife of grati-
tude is not confined to profefled acknowledg-
ments of the mercies which we have received,
i praifc and thankigiving, m private or pub-
lic devotion.  The world alfo 1s a field for the
exercife of gratitude. It 1s exercifed when-
ever it implants in the heart a new motive to
abftinence from i and hatred of it, whenever
it warms the foul with additional alacrity in
doing good, and makes us take greater pleafure
init. Thefe exercifes of gratitude thould be
diffufed through life, as much as the bleflings
are, which demand our gratitude ; they thould
influence us as often as we are engaged in any
aftion which can imply either good or evil:

and what ene acion of our lives docs not 1m-
ply them

Coxmon life 1s the acknowledged {phere of
refignation to the will of God. Picty exerting
itlelf in refignation, is the proper root, and

¢ | Th:ﬂ: Y. IEI
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the only firm {upport of many of thofe duties
to ourfelves, the operation of which through
the occurrences of common life, cither has been
already delineated, or may eafily be traced ;
compoture, for inftance, amidit the tumults
and fluCtuations of the world, tranquillity in
the uncertainty of its profpsits, contentment
and felf-enjoyment under its difappointments,
. fortitude 1n the view of 1ts dangers.  If thefe
virtues are mipt off from picty, they become
puny, and wither, and dic. They muft be
practifed through life; but they cannot be
prattifed except the excrtions of a plous tem-
per be twifted, as it were, with all the alts of
them, to give them ftrength. All the events
of life, are uncertain; we arc often 1n adver-
fity, our favounte defigns are difappointed, our
deareft comforts are taken from us, we be-
come nterefted about trifles, and they fail us -
we cannot perform the duties which we owe to
ourfelves in thefe feafons, without deriving aid
from piety. ‘Thefe are the feafons which de-
mand the praltice of refignation, fubmiffion,
and truft in God: thefe are the feafons in
which we muft put forth all our ftrength to
retain and exercife thefe pious principles, elfe
we fhall fall into the fins of peevithnefs, dif-
content, repining, murmurng, anxiety, and

folicitude,
Prery
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P1 ETY requires fubjection to the authority of
God, as well as fubmuffion to his providence.
A {enfe of hisauthornty will produce a conftant
difpofition to obey his laws. But his lawsare
nothing elfe but rules for the particulars of our
behaviour 1n all the various circumftances of
human hife: there 1s not a fituation in which
we can be placed, that 1s without the verge ot
their diretion; there 1s nota {ituation 1n which
our condut will not be affe&ted by our having
aregardto God’s {fupreme authority, or by our
falling in that regard.

Gop 1s not an unconcerned fpeftator of
the behaviour of reafonable beings; he trieth
their hearts, he weigheth all their a&tions, he
approveth, or he difapproveth them. A fenfe
of this, a prevailing refpet to his judgment, a
contempt of the opinions of all the world when
oppofed to it, is an important part of piety,
and a part of 1t for exercifing which the ftate
of this world gives continual opportunity. In
this world, we fee vice pradtifed, and hear it
juftified ; we find virtue negletted, and even
turned 1nto ndicule: the immediate pleafures
and advantages of fin difguife its horrors; the
the prefent uneafinefles and inconveniencies to
which virtue fometimes expofes men, eclipfe its
beauty; corrupt fathion feems to alter the mea-
{ures of right and wrong behaviour; the promif-

I cuousg
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cuous diftribution of outward things renders
us inattentive to the oppofite naturcs and the
oppofite confequences ot rightcoutnefs and jni-
quity. Such fituations frequently occur 1 the
train of ordinary life; and they grve oppor-
tunity for excrting a fupreme regard to the
unerring judgment of God, who can fe: througn
every dilguile, who cannot be impofed upon
by the moft plaufible pretences, whole judg-
ment 15 always according to truth®. This regard
is exerted when, 1n the whole tenour of our
lives, we maintain an abborrence of all evil,
and the love of all goodnefs, and perfift inva-
riably in avoiding the one and purfuing the other,
uninfluenced by the falfe opintons of men, or
the irregular appearances of the world, and
valuing only the approbation of God.

PreTY leads us to the imitation of God: but
all that is enjoined us under the 1dea of 1mi-
tating God, confifts in the nght performance
of the feveral a&ions of common lite, particu-
larly of the {ocial life. It confifts i our /loving
our enemies, doing good lo them ihat Fate ws,
bleffing them that curfe us, praying for then;
which defpitefully nfe us and perfecute us, giving
to every man that ofteth of wus, and lending,
caufing no man fo defpoir +. It confifts in putting
away all bitterncfs, and wrath, and anger, and

*Rom. 1. 2, + Mat, v, 42---48. Luke vI 29-=-36, rere
3 agin GEITT
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clamour, and evil-[peaking, with all malice, and
being kind onc to another, tender-hearied, for-
giving one another, and walking in love®. Tt
confifts 1 purifving ourfelves +,” and being holy
i all manner of converfation T, It 1s only in
the courfe of our ordinary condué@, and amidft
the temptations which occur m {ocicty, that
we can have {cope for thefe exertions of a god-
like difpofition.

In a word, all the affcttions which belong
to a temper of piety, unite their force to reftrain
us from domg evil, and to cxcite us to do
good, 1n all the varied fituations of common
life. Every prous affeCtion fhows itfelf by
fuitable expreflions m the offices of devotion;
but no pious atteCtion 15 completed by thefe
immediate exprefhions of 1t: there are likewile
aftive exertions of piety, which run through
the whole of our ordinary behaviour. Every
regard to God, i1n a manner peculiar to 1tfelf,
inclines or urges us to all the duties of life,
that 1s, to the nght pertormance of all, even
our moft common actions.

DEvot T perfons have often recommended it
as highly beneficial, to mix a&s of immediate
worfhip, filent ejaculations of adoration, thank{-

§ Ephoave 5,420 voxy =0 4 1 Jobniil. 3. 1 Pet. il 15,

giving,



SerM. 11, quith cramary 1.0,
) ) 35

gving, prayer, coufchiion, or rerentance, with
our ordinary employments; and have jutily
remarked that, unobicrved by mien, and wath-
out anyv interruption of thele emplovments,
we may hnd time wed oprortvney i them 1
the bulielt icenes of hite, and oven i the
midt of our mnocrnt amufements, This 1s
o veoper and vory advantageous practieey and
g floee Lousta yonoa oanoce evceneit way ¥
pety mayv by, and ougnt to be, il more 1nt-
mately mixt and mcoirporated with our ordinary
crnvloviments; they ought all to be conitantly
cartied on under the reflraints whieh religion
impoles, and by the principles which 1t inipires.
To carry them on 1 this mauncr, will bz ¢
come un to the full import of the defciiptions
of a life of virtue unitorinly purtucd under
religious impreilions, which the fcripture gives,
when 1t 1peaks of good men as ferzing the Lord
always before tham T, ccknowiedging him in all
their «vays +, walsing  before ihe Lord, or
walkng with Ged.

Tue goipel having brought us acquainted
with the Son of God, requires faith 1 him.
Faith in Chrift mav be confidered, either as a
firm belief of what he has taught us, or as a
dependence on his atonement and mediation

* ; Cor. xil. 31, $ Plal. xvi. 8. 4 Prov. 1. 6.

C 2 for
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for our acceptance with God, notwithftanding
the demerit of our fins and the imperfeGtion of
our holinefs.  Confidered 1n both lights, faith
1s a principle fit to run through our whole
lives, and to mix with all the moft ordinary

a&ions of them.

AvrL the truths which Chnft hath taught
us 1n the gofpel, arc motives to the praétice of
holinefs; they are conftantly propofed 1 {crip-
ture, as incitements both to holinefs 1n general,
and to the feveral particular wvirtues. The
faith which the gofpel requires, 15 not a more
affent to thefe truths: 1t implics fuch a lively
impreflion, and fuch a permanent fenfe of them,
as may form our whole temper to holinefs,
and nfluence all our aftions. A temper of
holinefs confifts in the ftrength of good affect-
1ons, and in purity from vicious paffions: good
affetions are excited when their objeéts are
brought 1nto our view, and placed in a ftrik-
ing light; they are ftrengthened when their
objets are brought often into view, and atten-
tively confidered: the truths of religion fet
thefe objects of good atfections in the moft
ftriking hghts, and a firm belief of the truths
of religion keeps thefe objects conftantly in our
vicw, and fixes our attention upon them; and
thus renders the good atfeltions habitually

prevalent in our hearts. It 1s this fame belief
? likewife




Serum. I1. with ordmary Life. 37

likewife that prefents to our minds all thole
confiderations which tend to countera& victous
paffions, and to purify us gradually from them.
Every a&tion proceeds from fome motive, with-
out which neither would the aflion be done,
nor that atfection which 1s its immediate prin-
ciple be fupported: every oood action procoeds
from fome religious motive, from fome tiuth
urging us to the praclice of it; it 1s faith that
fuggeits this motive, and it muft fugpeft 1t
the moment 1n which the a&ion 15 to be done.
True faith keeps all the principles of rehgion,
which canm any way nfluence our condudt,
which can either reftrain us from doing evil
or prompt us to do good, i a continual rea-
dinefs to occur to us, whenever we have occa-
fion for them. We have occafion for them in
every fituatton i which we have occaion to
alt.  Faith theretore muft attend us, and fug-
geft the principles of relipion as motives to
action, 1 every place, and in every one of
our various occupations. It muft run through
our whole conduct, bettowing vigour and fta-
bility on all our virtues, purifying our bearis*,
working by love +, producing good works A {
alone can furnith the weapous with which we
may combat all the alluring profpeds which
fin {ets before us, and all the difficulties and

L M. XY, 9. + Gll- Y, 6: I Tit- iiii 3- Jﬂ.m.. ii. 14.- 161
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gers to which virtue may expofe us; and of
thefe weapons we have ueed every moment;
this, fays John, 15 the «wictory that overcometh
the world, even our faith*: to overcome the
world, our faith muft operate as often as we
are converfant with the world, 1t 15 when
faith thus exerts 1tfelf 1 reftraining us from
fin, in cherifhing good affeétions, in exciting
us to the feveral dutics of life, that we may
be {aid to wark oy faith+. The apoftle Paul
exhibits his own faith in this very attitude,
when he favs, The Iife which I now live in the

Fefb, Ilive by the fasth of the Son of God ?.

FarTe confidered as a dependence upon
Chrift, feems not to mingle fo congenially
with the ordinary actions of life: yet it is
truly fit to mingle with them 1in a very great
degree. Whenever we refleét that we have
committed any {in, and fcel remorfe for it,
(and, 1n the prefent frail {tate of man, how
often muft this happen to every fenfible heart ?)
it 15 faith exerting itfelf in dependence upon
Chnit, that mitigates our forrow, and reftores
our chearfulnefs, Whenever we are confcious
of a good action, when the confcioufnefs of it
gives us gosd hope||, it 1s by truft in Jefus
Chuft that this hope is fupported, and pre-

*1Jolmv, 4,5 $z2Cor.v,7. 1Galiiizo. | 3 Thefl

11, 10,
{erved
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ferved from finking beneath the fenfe of our
imperfection and guilt. It 15 dependence upon
Chnft, that encourages us to amend what
we know to be wrong in ourfeives, and i our
former conduct ; tor it 1s dependiics upon him,
that makes us to feel that it hail not be in
vain : and while we are impericdt creatures, a
great part of right conduct muit connft 1 en-
deavours to do the feveral actions of life batter
than we have done them 1o former nftances.
In general, hopes and fars of tutunty not
only arife 1n the hours of rcficction, but often
influence us in the actions of Life; and 1 a
Chriftian, hope and fear can never be wholly
{feparated from excraifes of faith towards Jetus,
who delvereth us froin the awiath to come *#,
and through whom efernal life is the gift of God
to us .

THE gofpel reveals to us the Holy Spuit
alfo, and requires us to excrane dependence on
the afhiftance which he 1s fent on purpofe to
impart. ‘To be convinced thut tins dependence
thould run through our whole lives, and
mingle with all our actions, and to underttand
how 1t may do {o, we nced only recollect the
end for which the afi:ttance ot the Spintis given.
It 15 given for our fanlification ; 1t 1s given to be
a principle of punity, and virtue, and ativity

¢ The, 1. 10, - RER S 1
(4 i
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in well-doing.  Through the whole courfe of
out lifc, and 1n all its occupations, we have
opportumtics of avoding evil and of doing
good; and whenever we cexert ourfelves in
either, it fhould be with dependence on the
aids of the Divine Spirit. We thould hdve an
habitual truft in thefe, fimilar to that habitual
{fenfe which good men entertain of the des
pendehce of therr nature and all thar powers
tpon God. If we have fuch truft, it will
lead us, not only to rccognite, at ftatcd times,
the Holy Spirit as the author of our virtues,
and to pray to God for lis aids 5 but alfo to
look up to him in the very moment of action,
and, by the confcionfneds of the prefence and
fupport of fo powerful an affiftant, to invigo-
ratc ourfclves in cvery hour of languor, and to
encourage ourfelves in cvery moment of temp-
tation and difficulty, that we may, without
wearinefs or mtermiffion, put forth all the
ftrength which he imparts to us, m refifting
all the attacks of fin, and praufing every vir-
tue, as we find the opportunty. It is this
habitual and active improvement of the divine
aids, that the apoftle recommends to the Ga-
latians ; This I fay then, IValk in the Spirit * :
the expreffion implies, that we fhould have
the whole tenour of our ordinary behaviour
regulated by the influence of the Spirit of God.

®* Gal. v. 16,
THUS
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THus I have endeavoured to reprefent re-
ligion to you, i its conncxion with ordinary
life. I have fhown the importance of this
view of 1t ; and I have explatied it, by point-
ing out the opportunitics which ordinary life
affords for the prattice of religion, and by
tracing the nfluence of relipion on oar beha-
viour 1n thefe feveral opportuiities.  Religion
confifts not 1 our withdrawing trom the oc-
cupations of the prefent world, but m our
being: converfunt 1 them after a virtuous man-
ner. ‘The apoftle Paul, i defenbing that
gooduefs which the gofpcl was revealed on pur-
pofe to enforce, reduces it to the three heads
of virtue which we have now illultrated, that
we live [uberly, righteoufly, and godly, and he
adds, n this prefent world * : the addition is
not vain, 1t fuggcfts the very wea which 1
have made 1t my bufinets to unfold; it nti-
matcs that we have no rchigion, no Chnifhianaty,
if we do not carry it wto the world with us,
and exercife it 1n all the circumitances of life,
The apoftle James gives us the fame view of
religion, though 1in a ditferent manner of ex-
prettion 5 Pure religion and undefilcd before God
even the Father, is this, Tu <ifit the fatherlefs
and the widow in ther affitlion, and 1o keep
himfelf unfpotted from the world : the world

* Tit. 11, 12, + Jam. 1. 27,
contains
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contains temptations to vice, and it pre-
{fents opportunities of doing good in all the
ways of virtuous exertion; both occur at all
times and in all conditions ; and pure religion
confifts 1 guarding aganft the tormer, and
embracing and umproving the latter, when-
ever they occur.  'When our Saviour was moft
{olicitous for the happinefs of his difciples;
when he had the moft immediate view of the
dangers to which they were expofed 1n a world
that Dated them, as it had before hated him *,
when he declared that they were not of 2he
world % ; even then he faid to his Father, [
pray not that thon fhouldft take them ont of the
world, but that thou foouldlt keep them from the
evi/ T, It was by being fent forth into the
world, and ating 1n 1t, that they could be

ufeful, and that they could bicome happy.

THE example of our Saviour, as well as
thie mtimations of {feripture, fets religion n
this pomt of view. Through all the early
part of his life, he laboured in Jofeph’s vo-
cation, as a carpenter: he left 1t not till the
{eafon came when he was called to enter on
another vocation, 1nconliftent with 1t, and
which required all his time.  Even after that,
he (hll hived 1n the world, mixed 1n {ociety,

* John xvil. 14, + Ver, 16. 1 Ver. 15,

converied
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converfed with men, «was m all prints tempted
lihe as we are® 3 and 1 this it ;atton continued
to be avithout fin, exliubited an example of
every virtue in perfettion, and by that exam-
pie thewed mauand, i what manner rofi-
gion fhould exert it 1 the feveral occur-
rences of common Life. It 1s for the fame
purpofe, that the lives aind adtrons of good
men are recorded m {eripture s it 15 to let us
{ee, how they excrciled thenr religion 1 the
{cenes of action and 1 {icular emplovment
and the wildom of God, by deliveiing a pieat
part of the fcripture in the form cof hiitory,
has provided for recording fo great a number
and variety of cxamples, that in them we
may obferve the operation of rehgion in al-
moft every poflible condition and juniture of
human life.  If you be not religious and vir-
tuous 1n aétive life, 1n whatever {tation vou
fill, 1n whatever occupation you follow, 1t 1s
your own fault, not the fault of vour fitua-
tion : religion and virtue may be 1ncorporated :
with the bufinefs of every lawiul calling;
thefe have a&ually been incorporated togcther
1n the prattice of many of vour tellow-men.
'The {fpirit of true religion, and tie {pint of
worldly bufinefs, are not repugnant, lke a
drop of water and a drop of oil, which repel

* Gal. 1. 20. + Heb. iv. 16,

each
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each other, and refufc to mingle; they may
be rendered like two drops of mercury, which
run together and form one drop. The im-
provement and happinefs of our fouls is moft
effeCtually promoted when all our worldly oc-
cupations are rendered {ublervient to it : our
prefent 1nterefts will likewife be beft fecured
when all our endeavours after them are regu-
lated by religion and virtue.

WHEN the boundaries between religion and
ordinary life are miplaced, both muft be un-
duly contracted. They are not like two ter-
ritories feparated by a precife limit, but like
territories which, befides the parts that lie in
this manner diftinct, have many fields in
common, or conneted by mutual fervitudes,
fo that they can be cultivated and improved

only by united efforts. It 15 fometimes faid,
that God has referved the Lord’s day for him-

felf and his fervice, and that he has given us
the other {ix days of the week for ourfclves.
This manner of {peaking 1s inaccurate, and has
too much a tendency to difguife the connexion
between rehigion and common life, The Lord’s
day, God has in fome fenfe referved peculiarly
to himfelf ; on 1t we ought to abftain from our
worldly occupations : but its exercifes are not
unrelated to thefe occupations, they are de-
figned to prepare us for the right and virtu-

Ous
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ous management of them, and fhould be per-
formed with this view. The other fix days,
God has allowed us for our worldly occupa-
tions ; but not exclufively of ferving him
for 1n thefe VEry occupations we ought to ferve
God every hour of all the fix days. We do
ferve him in them, whenever we carry them
on in a virtuous manner. By thus carrying
them on, we promotc our falvation, though
we fhould not at all times explicitly intend to
promote 1t by them. But it will render our
worldly occupations the nwre {ublervient to
our falvation, for it wiil contribute to our
practifing them anght, that throughout the
whole courfe of them we preferve a folicitude
for our falvation, and frequently exert actual
defires of promoting it by mezns of the labours
of our ftation, Thus fhall we be poficfled of
an habitual good intention 5 thus fhall we ap-
ply a good intention to our moft indifferent
ations, and dire¢t them all to laudable and
worthy ends.

SoMmEe have apologized for the multiplica-
tion of ceremontes 1n religion, by afferting
that this muluplies the opportunities of ferv-
ing God, and the means of promoting our
falvation. ‘The apology 1s frivolous : the ob-
fervance of ceremonies 1s neither feiving God

nor 2 means of our falvation, except the cere«
2 MONICS
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monics be of diviue appointment; and if they
were, yet fhll the multiplication of ceremo-
nies, would multiply our dangers of neglelt-
ing Ins will and falling mto fin, would in-
creafe the difficulty of rcligion, would render
many things neccflary which might have been
fafely omuitted 1f God hiad not required them by
poiitive precepts, and would thus prove a {hare
to our fouls,  But the ordinary actions of lhite
muit neceflarily be done @ and by {ctting our-
fclves to do them all with a regard to God,
and with a view to the improvement and fal-
vation of our fouls, we fhall, without incur-
rng any new danger or inconvenience, mul-
tply the means ot our falvation, increafe the
number of our virtues, and avord many vices:
we fhall render our whole exiftence one con-
tinued act of gooduefs, rchgion, and obedi-
cnce; and we fhall be, i all the fituations
and occurrences of life, pleafing to him whom
we are made to pleate, and m pleafing whom
our happinels confifts.

To conclude, we arc at prefent 1n a flate
of dilcipline for eternity : every cvent, cvery
crcumitence of this ftate gives us opportunity
tor the prattice of fome virtuc; and it 1s by
acting virtuoufly in every circumftance of this
ftatc, that we can be umproved in holinets, and
become fit for heaven. Our commoneft ac-

5 tions
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tions arc thofe 1 which we think rcligion
Jeaft concerned, and on which we are apt to
beftow the leaft attention : but of our com-
moneft allions we ought rather to take the
orcateft care 5 for they are moft frequently re-
peated ; they will therefore form the {trongett
habits ; they will moft promote our improve-
ment and our happinefs, if they be conftantly
performed right ; but they will moft obftru&
it, 1f we indulge ourfelves i a cuftom of pe-
forming them wrong,

SERMON
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Page ‘g5, L. ult. for intention, read intenfion. P, 61, 1. 12, read roox,
. 3%, put a comma after examination, P. y4, 1.1, for of them all, read them

all. P.yo, L 16, read worms of ; |, 29, for cvil. read cii. P, 8o, 1. 8, del,

in. P. 01,1, 8, for condn&, read conteit. P. 106, L. 12, for them it, readthem
mit. P. 130,127, after Rom. iv, 3. mfert Gal, iti. after Gen del. Gal,
P.157, .2, read would it not, P, 162, |. 1y for more, read worfe, P. 169, 1. 4,
read their folty. P. 131, ), vlt. for weakness, read meeknefs. P.233, L 16,
r4:d their tempers. P 258, ). 15, for foundation, reed fountain. P. 169,

‘1. 2, foritt a}read in thy. P.ay1, L3, forto, readin. P. 273, 1. 235, for

greareft, read chief. P. 301, ), 6, resdits necellity. P, 304, 1. 21, for und,
recd not, P. 305 L1, read dan pradtife. P. 309, 1. 13, for thoughts, read
thought. P, 331, L 2. reud only prolibits, P. 370, L. 8, for moft, resd
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