1.9 ¢

SERMON S,

ALEXANDER GERARD, D. D.

PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY IN KING's
COLLEGE, ABERDEEN,

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY's CHAPLAINS IN
ORDINARY IN SCOTLAND.

L O ND O N:

PrRINTED For CHaArRLES Dirry 1n TrE PouLTrRY,

MDCCLXXX,



C O NTEN T 8.
SERMON VI

Conftancy m Religion enforced by the com-
mon fufferings of human hife.  — 151

t Cor. x. 13. There hath no temptation
laken you, but fuch as is common to man.

SERMON VIII

The old age of the rightcous, honourable.
185
Prov. xvi. 31. The boary head is a crown
of glory, if it be found in the way of righteouf-
nefs.
SERMON IX.

The diverfity of mens’ natural tempers, 211

SERMON X.

The neceflity of governing the natural tem-
per. — — — 237

SERMON XL

The manner of govcrning the natural tem-
per. — — — 201

Prov. xxv. 28. He that hath no rule over

bis own [pirit, is like a city that is broken down
and without walls.

SERMON XIL

Virtuous folicitude. e — 285
PsaLM




S ER MON VIL

CONSTANCY IN RELIGION ENFORCED BY

THE COMMON SUFFERINGS OF HUMAN
LIFE,

1 COR. x. 13,

There bath no temptation 1aken you, but fuch o
i§ CORNMRLN 19 13an.,

ROM obferving that, m the prefent {tate,

calamities betall good and bad men 1ndif-
ciminately, the 1rreligious have concluded,
that God takes no concern about the behaviour
of men, and that 75 5 therctore wam to ferve
him* : and from oblerving that a fintt adhe-
rence to virtue 18, 1n fome cales, the direct
caufe of fuffering or lofs, they have attected to
conclude farther, that 1t 1s even folly to be
virtuous, The great reward which God has
promifed to good men 1 the future lite, 1s

doubtlefs fufficient to render it our higheft

* Mal. iii. 14,
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wifdom to adhere to virtue, whatever {uffer-
ings 1t may bring upon us in the prefent life,
But earthly things take fo taft an hold of the
minds of men, that futferings for religion
muft always have fome tendency to prevent
their looking forward to the heavenly reward,
with faith firm enough to fuftam their forti-
tude, and fecure their ftedraftnets. On this ac-
count the fcripture often calls fuch fuilirings,
by way of emuncuce, fempiations.

IT 151 the time of perfecution chiefly, that
men are expofed to temptations of tiis Kined
but they are net totally exempt from them at
any tume.  ‘There will alwavs be particular
fituations 11 which rehzion obftructs mens'
worldly intereit; 1 which we may forfoit
fome 1immcdiate advantage, or incur fomething
groublefome or difagrecable; by inflexible and
uncomplying virtue : and there will be many
more fituations, i which we may be appre-
henfive of thefe confequences. Though we
be under no temptation to renounce-eur reli-
gion altogether, we may be very ftrongly
tempted to what 1sanconfiftent with fome of
its particular laws, “Pread of incusring the
nidicule of the world, the difpleafure of
friends, the refentment of the powerful, the
Jots of a favourable opportunity for gam, arc
piten pleaded by men in eVLIY age, as €x-

5
5 cuics
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c.ivo for acknowledged deviations from the
ftii&t line of integrity and innocence. Never
therefore can 1t be unfeafonable to exhort
Chrifhans to conftancy in virtuous practice,
notwithftanding the futferings, lofles, and
conveniences m which 1t may involve them,
or to urge upon them for this purpofe, the
fame arguments which the facred writers pro-
poled, for the confirmation ot the firft Chrf-
tins enduring perfecution for the fake of the
aofpel.

In tlus earthly ftate, all men without ex-
ception are fubjected to {utfering and affiiction.
Far from confidering this as unfavourable to
the caufe of virtue or rcligion, the facred wri-
ters deduce from this very topic, an argument
for refolution, paticnce, and conftancy under
the peculiar {ufferings to which religion and
virtue {ometimes expofe good men. To fup-
port the Chriftians of that age under perfecu-
tion for righteoufnefs fake, they remind them,
that all mankind, as well as they, are obnoxi-
ous to many fufferings. /l%e know that the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain
tigether until nowp ¥, favs th~ apoftle, in for-
tirving the Romans againit the [ufferiiys of this
treent time +. - The Covisthans alfo were in

' Rom. g, e, =\ - 18,

danger
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dang-r of fuffering for religion.  They dreaded
that their refufing all communion with the Pa-
cans in their idolatrous feafts, might provoke
their refentment and raide a perfecution @ per-
haps they had experienc.d this 1n fome degree,
The gofpel notwithftanding required them to
perfift in their refuful : compliance with any
appetdage of Pagan worfhip, would have been
an apoftafy from the faith of Chnit, and from
the fervice of the one hiving God.  The apof-
tle exhorts them to inflexible refolution, /et bim
that thinketh be flandeth, take beed left he fall;
and enforceth the cxhortation by this argu-
ment, there bath no temptation faken you, bu:
fuch as is common fo man. The {uftering;
which you have incurred by your ftedfaftnets,
and ali the fufferings which by 1t you can -
cur, are only fuch as are ordinary mn the hfe
of man : thercfore you ought to mcet them
with fortitude, to bear them with patience,
and not allow yourfelves to be moved by them
to deviate from the purity of the gofpel mn a
point {o effential.  The force of the argument
canaot but be fele, as foon as it 1 propoled.
Yet its impreflion may be ftrengthened by 1ts
being deliberately uniolded, by ocur confider-
ing attentively 1n what particular ways tie
common troubles of human life urge us to
fubmit chearfully to thofe troubles which the
o0od man may fometimes incur by dong his

o
duty,
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dutv.  They urge us to thns conduct, by the
sainple of tuttoring which they exhibit,—Dby
lading us to conclude that, if we had not
hoen expoled to futlerings for virtue, other af-
qictions would have been allottad to us,—by
coivineiny us that by deviating from virtue
we can obtamn no fecurity agantt falling 1mto
e like fuflerings,—and by flamping vanity
apen all prefent outward things,

FirsT, The althictions and forrows which
ne cominon, aund cven unwverfal in human
e, excite us fo conitancy under {niiorings
tor religion and a goud confelence, by the very
cxample of futtciing which they exlitbie, Think
st for a fingle moment of dederting religion,
of trandorcdiing oy ene of it faws, on acccunt
of the 1nconyenicneds to which 1t may expote
you 5 for thede mconvoniences, whatever they
be, are onlviuch as men, 1w thinss mortal ttate,
very commoniy enduie,

Ir the generality pated through hic with-
out {ccmg any ovil days, you mught have
feme excuie for thinking 1t hard that vou alone
bould be fuby cted to aithdtion, djpecially that
you thould Lo fubjedted to 1t by a ferict adlie-
isce to your duty.  But ovary one that s
bor of @ <womany 15 of few doys, and full of

I irondle
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irouble ™3 on every man foirows arc multi-
plied by one caufe or another : vou cannot c::-
pect an exemption from the 11LLLﬂary condition
of your fpecies ; when vou too find troulle and
Jorrow +, why fhould you repine ¢ Its being oc-
cafioned by your ftedtattnets m your duty, ren-
ders your condition no worfe than that of many,
who have fallen nto as great trouble by other
means. If the fulilling of the obligations of
rehigion expofes vou to futt.ring, you ought not
to venture on tranfgrefiing them 1 order to
avordit, till vou have firft turveyed all the mi-
feries of thofe who fuffer, but not for religion;
till you have traced the difafters of all ages
down from Adam to the prefent hour; and il
vou be able to fay, that what you muft en-
dure 1 retaiming your incgiity [, 15 bitterer
than ever fell to the lot of man.  But truly,
relimion never expofed 1ts moft determined
champions, even in the bloodieft perfecutions,
to greatzr lofles or {everer pains, than many
have been forced to encounter 1n the common
courfc of providence, or have brought upon
themiclves by their uimprudence or their crimes.
Rcligion has expofed men to the fpoiling of their

gooas §. to fuffer the lofs of all z'bmg: for Chrif
Fefus ** ;. {uppofe it thould require you, in ad-

® Job xiv. 1. f PGl ocxvic 3. 1 Jobil. 9. § Heb. x. 33
** khatl, . 8.

hering
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hering to vutue, to relinquifh all your pofici-
fions: yet would 1t reduce you to a worfe
condition thau that man whom vou fee con-
tentedly carning a {canty livelithood Ly his daily
labour, or than that other whom you find al-
ways chearful, though he be Dbegging his
bread. l.ook to them, and be athamed to
commit the {mallelt fin through dicad of po-
verty.  Relioton has expofed men to bonds and
qmprifonment * : they are gricvous: but have
not many fuftered them, and fuifered them
with patience, for other caufes than firmnefs
in religion ¥ Religion has expofed men to
death : but 15 death an uncommon event? Iy
it not {hrictly umverfal and mevitable 7 Do
you not fce men dying around you every day ?
It God brings you mto fuch circumitances, that
you muft cither defert your duty or lay down
your life, can you helitate m fixing your
choice ¥ There are a thouland cther ways i
which you may lofe your life: in fome way,
you muft lofe 1t foon; but 1w no other
way, can it be fo honourable, fo glorious, to
lofe 1. If 1t be 1 the very prime of your
days that vou are called to {facnfice your life
to the fulfilment of your duty; yet flill you
thall be but one of many hundreds who are cut
oit in the prime of their days; and when it
* Heb, xi. 56,

wl
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15 certain that you muft die once, can it lc
of very great importance, whether you die tn.
day, or to-morrow, or not many days hence
The dread of death, ftrong as 1t naturally s
in men, cannot always prevent thar cxpobi
themfelves to the danger of 1t, m the profec.
tion of their worldly interefts, nay in the vers
train of their amufements: fhall we, notwiti-
ftanding, allow it to prevent our cxpofing oui-
{clves to that danger, in fecuring our cternal
interefts by conftancy in avoiding evil and ae-
ing good ! The dread of a violent death has
not always power enough to reftrain the
wicked from the crimes againft which 1t 13 de-
nounced: and fhall it be able to pervert us
from our virtue ? Shall they encounter tribu-
lations in the way of deftruttion, which we
refufe to meet in the way of falvation ! Fio-
ward and firange is the way of man*® : he s
awife and bold to do evil; but to do good he
hath #0 knowledge +, no refolution. The
fury of wicked men has fomctimes prepared
cruel tortues for the martyrs of God: but tor-
tures as cruel have often been inflited on tbe
atrocious criminal, the detefted rival, or even
the unhappy captive: and the pains of natural
death in fome of its forms, are both greater
and more lafting than any artificial torments.

¥ PI‘O?. K)[i. 3- | 1' JEI‘. ivr 21!

What
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What {ufterings can excufe your beimng deterred
from your duty or frightenid wto fin? The
areateft that you can 1cur, are only fuch as
mualttudes have {uffaindd when rehion was
yot at all concerncd.

But all the mconveniences swhich men or-
dinarily meet with m adiiering to thar duty,
are far lers than many of the maft common
vils of lite: they are amony the very fhghteft
Qitrefles wcident to man: thev are fuch as
thoulands and ten thoutands tuicr duy afwer
day, almoft witheut a murmur.  The fnecr
of the ungodly, the fcoff of tie prophane, the
frown of the unprincipled or the misjudging,
the forfeiture of a fmall 1mmediate profit, the
lofs of an opportumiy of becoming a lhttle
richer or a little grcater, the focrifics of a
trifling proportion of what we have, the pam
of denying ourfclves fome fenfual pleafure
which a brute might relifh s much as wes
Thefe are the troubles, for cxpoing us to
which we often complain of rcligion and ot
virtue asencmies to our prefent mterctt and en-
pyment, and for avording which we too often
venture to do what our hearts condemn ! What
are thefe amidit thic multitudes or calamities
under which human creatures groan:  How
many endure them, and endure tuoim willingy,
for purpofts infinitely I{s conidiriniz than

true
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the prefervation of a good con{cience ? For the
fake of thefe, to entertain a thought of ven
turing on the leaft deviation from virtue, would
demonftrate a want of all regard to 1t, would
betray lefs {pirit than the meaneft of mankind
exert almoft every day. Thefe are hardthips
very common to man they are {o very common
and {o very trvial, that they {carcely deferve to
be called temptations 5 they are acknowledged
by all, when religion 1s not in the qucttion, to
be extremely {hglit.

IN a word, Religion can never expofe men
to greater {ufferings, it generally expofes men
to much more tolcrable fuiferings than fuch 43
are common {0 man. \Whatever you may fuf-
fer by patient continuance in well-dving *, you
cannot be fingular in your {uffering. The prefent
ftate 1s {fo much a flate of {forrow and affliction
to all, that to have the {pint of martyrdom for
religion, 1s little more than to have the {pin
of a man, the refolution neceflary for beariug
the ordinary viciflitudes and troubles of hu-
man life,  We a&t not the part of men, 1t we
fhew any anxicty to fhun whatever diftretles
cannot be thunned except by our forfeiting our
innocence.

* Rum. 117,

SECONDLY,
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SEcopNLy, Becaufe forrows and fufferings
are umverfal 1 this life, and every individual
of the human {pccies has a thare of them, we
reafonably conclude, that, 1f we were exempt
from thole which at any time we mcur by
domg our duty, other afthctions would have
been allotted to us, perhaps cqually, perhaps more
levere. Let o man, thercfore, be imoved by thefe
oficiions 3 accept them as your lot without
repining 5 endure them without being fhaken 1
mind -+, or falling fiom youi owen fledfaffuels 1.

Max is Eorn unto trovble |y 1t is the ap-
poited inheritance of his nature; for any man
to elude the appowntment, 15 s 1mpofiible as
to reverfe the eftablithed law of matter by
which the fparks fly upward |l The God who
made us, Lath meatured out to cvery man his
portion ot aftiction. It 1t fhall fall to your
lot, to fufficr afflition for the fake of virtue,
be aflured that without this, or fome other
cquivalent affliction, your miafure could not
have been fudl. Whatover lofs you lncur,
whatever hardthip you undergo, by perfevering
in what 1s right, 1t 15 only m the place of
fome other lofs or hardfhip, which clie you
muft have incurred by ditferent means. By

encountertng it, you rcnder your condition no

*3Theff lil.ge 42 Theflii,2. fa2Petuili17. [ Jobv.7.

L. more
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more than it would have been at any rate. Per-
haps you reckon 1t an aggravation of your
trouble, that it 1s occafioned by your virtue:
when the cxcellence of virtue thould fecure its
leading us to quietnefs, peace, jov, honour,
and good report, 1s there not a peculiar hardfhip
in being, for the very fake of 1t, plunged 1uto
the contrary evils ! can we but be difappornt-
ed ? can we but regret that the natural confe-
quences of ations fhould be fo much per-
verted ! The regret 15 only the {fuggeftion of
a heart prone to repining, and cold m 1its at-
tachment to virtue. The difappointment 1
only the falure of a groundlefs expctation :
we are forewarned that all that will live godly
i Chrifi fefus, foall lometimes fuffer perfecu-
tion *.  'The hardfhip 1s only in 1imagination :
{ufferings occafioned by your doing your duty,
cannot be more galling than the fame or equal
fufterings proceeding from other caufes. They
are on many accounts lighter and more eligible.

THE God of mercy doth not afisct willingly,
nor grieve the children of men +. He mingles
their cup with forrow, only becaufe it 1s ne-
ceflary for their difcipline and improvement
this {tate of probation. He chafteneth us only
for our profit, that we might be partakers of bis

* 2 Tim, iu. 12, 4 Lam, 1, 33

holinefs:
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holinefs ¥: and he never chalteneth any who ferve
him with fincerity, farther than 1s needful for
anfwering this end. Now affliCtions incurred by
conftancy in virtue, promote our improvement
more diredly and more powerfully, than thofe
which are wcurred by any other means.  The
latter, though we bear them 1n the beft man-
ner, curb only fome of our carnal or worldly
lults, improve only {fome particular virtuous
principles, the principles of refignation, {ub-
miffion, paticnce, and trult 1 God: but the
former improve all the virtuous principles at
once, add f{trength to the whole temper of
goodnefs, and confirm us 1 umverfal holi-
nefs ; by their natural operation, they yreld
the peaceable fruit of rightesufnefs unto them
which are exercifed thereby + 5 they are the very
irial of our fuaith, much more precious than of
gold that perifleth, though it be tried with fire |.
To have antwered the fame good purpofes to
our fouls, to have rafed us to an equal degree
of improvement, fufteiings from other caufes
muft have been {everer. No affliction, there-
tore, which you can undergo 1n the caufe of
virtue, can be the fubjeeét of juft complunt ;
it 15 the fubjeét of gratitude and jov : it faves
you from a heavier affliction © without the one
or the other, fome trial neceflary for your

N

* Ich. »it 1o, b Ver, 11, Tt Peta, o,

| fanc-
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fanctification had been wanting; and the want
of it might have proved thc ruin of your fouls.

At the fame time, affhiGions mcurred by
ftedfaft adherence to virtue, are morc honour-
able than any others; they are relieved by more
powerful fupports and fweeter confolations;
and they will be followed by a greater reward, —
In bearing affliCGtions ablolutely and by every
means incvitable, thereis little prarfe: butto chufe
rather 1o fuffer affiction with the people of God 7,
than to purchafe immunity from 1t by any
vicious compliance or blameable negled, 15 the
higheft praite. To fufier for evil-doing, 15
ignominious; refolution 1 enduring 1t, 18
often only hardinefs and effrontery 1n finj at
the beft it cannot atone for the ignominy ot
the crime: [7hat gloryis it, if when ye be buf-
feted for your faults, ye take it patiently * 2 Bus
this 1s glory, if a man for confcience towards
God endure grief, [fuffering  wrong fully §.
Poverty incurred by the ftritnefs of integnty,
has nothing abjeét ; reproach provoked by a de-
termined fteadinefs or an unfathionable delicacy
of virtue, is true renown ; bonds and 1mprifon-
ments inflited for unbending perfeverance 1n
what is right, are genuine liberty; death itfelf

for the fake of God and of Chrift, 1s a crown

T Heb, xis 25 * 1 Petilozos F Ver, 19,

of
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of life. Let none of vou [uffer asanurderes, o asa
thicfy or as an evil-dsers yet if any man fuffer
as a Chriftian, let bim not be aflained, but let
bim glorifv God e this bebaif 3 . 1t vou be called
to fuffer fhame, or lofs, or 1ncouvenience, for
the mame of Fefus, rejuice that v ave counted
worthy || .— The wicked may be roreed to {uffer
what 1t 15 beyond their ftiengtiy to bear; theie
{ufferings are mmbittercd by the cutting fenfe
of guilt; therr fufterings are feut by God m
his anger, for their pumithment; and who
knoweth the power of his anger# But m dif-
charging your duty with fidelity and fteaqineds,
God will not ﬁfﬁf You fo be fmz]‘:f ed abuove ihat
ye are able, but will with the (emptation alfo
make a way to ¢fcape, that ye may be able to
lo bear 1%, If ye be reproached, or ftript of
your goods, or fubjclted to any pain, for the
name of Chrifty bappy are ye, foithe Spiité of
glory, and of God, refieth upon you . T/m*eﬂre,
fays the apottle, [ take pleafuie ininfirnizes,
reproaches, in neceffitics, i peifecutions, in diftreffes
for Chriff's fuke: for when I am weak, then am I
Srongt. 1Infuchutterings, thoughour sutwward
man periyfh, yei the mwward man is reicwwed day
by day||. The fincerity and the vigour of our
virtue are afcertained ; we anjoy the applavies of

i Chap.iv. 15,16, || Acts v. 4r. + Plalixc 11, * 1 Cor.x. 13,
€ 1Pet tv.14, 1 2 Cor, xit. 10, | Chap. . 16,

].1 3 dll
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an aflurcd confcience; every refletion on our
condu&t ftrengthens our affurance aud rencws
our joy; wc fhare m the triumphs of tie
martyrs; we glory 1 confidence of the fpectd
favour of God, who can, 1 the very mudft of
our forrows, fill us with peace and joy which
paffeth all underfrandimg 4. In other afflictions,
the utmolt we can do, 1s to be patient; 1t s
only in tribulations for the fuke of righteoutnets
that we can glory §, and 1n all fuch we Lave
reafon to be evceeding  joyful ¥ —NMitizat.d
during thar continuvance by 1he confulaiions of
God 1, they fhall be recompenied in the al
with emmence of happincds.  If ewhen you ds
well, and fuffer for it, whether your futtering
be of a hcavier or lighter fort, ye tate it po-
tiently, this 15 acceptable to God ||, whofe 1t is
to recompenfe. To embrace fuch {fufterings,
rather than a&t a victous part in any inftance,
thews incorruptible re¢titude of {oul, and con-
firms 1t. It 15 fuch affiction, that, though
light and but for a moment, worketh for us a
far more exceeding and cternal weight of glory ¥,
My brethren, count it all joy when vye fall
imto divers temptations, knowing that the trying
of your faith worketh patience; and let your
patience under them have perfect avork, that ye

+ Phil.1v.7. § Rom.v. 3.2, #*2Cor.vil. 4. T Jobxv.1r
| ¢ Pet. 11 20, *® 5 Cor, 1v. 17,

1354 A)
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may be perfect and entire, waniing nothing -,
Bleffed is the man that endurcth temptation, for
awhen he 15 iried, he fhall receive ie crown of
life, which the Lord hath promifed to them that
love bim?. DBlefled are ye <when men fhall
revile you, and perfecute you, and fhall [ay all
manner of evi/ agamft you fulfely for my [ake:
inftead of thrmking, repice and be exceeding
glad, for great 15 your reward in heaven ||,

In fhort, Suftering 1s the lot of all men: 1if
you had efcaped the tufferings which you may
at times cndure for rchigion, you might have
cxpected other fufterings i their room: To
have contributed as much to your improvement,
thefe muft have been greater; but you would
have had wcaker tupports, flenderer confola-
tions, and a lefs reward. Grudge not theretore,
but rejoice, if fufferings for well-domng {hall
fall to your fhare, nftead of common afllic-
tions ; encounter them with alacrity ; refuie to

deviate from your duty in any poiut, though
by the fmalleft deviation you could be certan

to avoid them.

Bur this 1s not the cafe : for, 7hidly, the
univerfality of {ufferings and affiction. 1
prefent ftate, 1s fufficient to convinee us ti.

+ Jam. i. 3, 3, 4. I Ver. 12, | Mat, v, 11, 12,

. 4 11
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if we be prevailed upon to deviate from virtue,
by the {fufterings to which 1t may fometimes

expofe us, yct we cannot by the deviation
efcape affliCtion, or obtain fecurity againt falling

into the hike {ufferings by other means.  The
queftion 1s not, Whether you thall defert your
duty and be exempt from trouble, or adhere to
your duty and incur trouble ! This ts the grof3
mifreprefentation of your own delufive fancy:
no fuch choice can be permitted you.  The
queftion 15, Whether you fhall bo/d faff your
righteoufnefs ¥, and patiently endure whatever
trouble 1t may occafion, or /fef o0 your rightc-
outnets and yet be forced to endure troublc?
In this ftate of the queftion, can your election
be attended with any difficulty 7 But this 1s the
real ftate, Who ever pafled through lite with-
out meeting a time of trouble? What age,
what ftation, what profeflion, what character,
what condud&, could ever prove a {ccurity
agatnft it? It 1s the fad birthright of fallen
man. How fhould you alone hope to elcape
1it, and to efcape 1t tco by declining from your
duty, by renouncing your virtuc ?

Tuat God, whofe appcintment the lot of
human creatures 1s, hath in his wifdom or-
daincd, that the fame diftrefles fhould be

* Job xxvil, G,

brou ght
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brought on diffcrent men, by dificrent caufcs,
Some are born to indigence ; fom:> are reduced
to it by unavoidable calamitics; fone purchafe
it by follv or their vices; fome incur 1t by toe
ftedfaftnets of their virtue. One 15 brought
prematurely to the grave by the preng decay
of a weakly conftitution; another by the
violence of an acute diftemper: oncas cut oif
in his full ftrength by ﬁm)c fital accident s
snother falls a victim to the poiton of his vices,
or the demetit of his erimes: and another en-
counters death i the mudit of lus days for the
like of God and a gond contcrence. There 1s
frarcely a circumitance m the {tate of man
which may not prove the fource of almott anv
of the pams and diftrefles to whieh he s ob-
noxious.  What trouble can rcvjion bring
upon you, tiat may not hkewie proc ol from
manv otiier cautes:? \Vhen thronei dread of 1t
you have violated your wvictue and wounded
your fouls with guilt, how foon may fome of
thefe other cavfes plunge veu 1ty that very
trouble  Suppofe 1t were one ot the moit gric-
vous troubles 1ncident to man; nevertheets it
13 folly to commut any fin or forbear any duty
In order to avoid it, unlefs you could promite
to defeat all thc other caufes which may after-
wards produce 1t. The very hour atter you have

made flipwreck of faith and a good confeience *

* 1 Tun, 1. 14,
2 the
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the irrefiftible ftroke of divine Providence, or
that very a& of vice by which you hoped to
avert it, may hurl 1t down upon your heads
in all its fury.  You have an opportunity, for
inftance, of preferving your pofletlions or of
increafing them, by difhonefty or falthood or
fin : you feize the opportunity : but the thicf,
the oppreflor, the firc, the elements, any one
of a thoufand common misfortunes, perhaps
the very dete¢tion of your bafenefs, may very
foon rob you of all that vou expelted to fe-
cure, pluck the wages of unrighteoufnefs * out
of your hands, and leave you nothing but the
pollution which you have contralted 1n grafp-
g at them. There is fome perfon from
whofe favour you expe&t much, or whofe dif-
pleafure you reckon very detrimental to your
intereft ; you do {omething wrong to gratify
him: but in a few days, from the mere mu-
tability of caprice, from a mifconftruétion
which you have no means of preventing or
corre¢ting, nay, 1t may be, defpifing you for
the meannefs of your compliance with his hu-
mour or his vices, that perfon may withdraw
his deceitful favour, become your enemy, and
abandon you without pity to the agonizing rc-
fleCtion, that you have {old your innccence for
nought.  \When Judas, ftung with remorfc,

.*‘ [ ]
. N
¢+ 5 Pet. il E i

came
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came to the chief priefis and elders, [faving, I
have finned m that I have betraved the innocent
blosd, without any compafiion for his angufh,
without fo much as thankme humn for having
fulilled their darling with, thev antwered him,
what 1s that to us 2 fec thou to that.  And be
caft dowwn the whole price of Ins perfidy, and
deparied, and <went and banged binielf -+, In-
ftances of {uch difappomntments of the apoftate’s
hopes, might catily be multipheds they are
numercus both m the hiftory of th: dead, and
in the experience of “the liviay  thev are
alarnung warnings to every one of us, that
apoftaly from our duty can be no retupe from
the troubles which we fear in pUIToi g It.

TrAT apeftaly from anv point or duty will
increafe our trouble, 15 much more hikelv than
that 1t can bring us mmunmity from trouble.
The foldier who through rear of death flees
from his poft 1 battle, 13 forced to {ubmit
with 1gnominy to the very deain which b
might have met with honour 1n the fidd,  If
virtue 1ttelf, which 1s beloved by thie God who
orders all events, and 15 the obje&t of bhis fpe-
cial favour and protection, canvot fecure men
from tribulation 1 this land of forrow, 15 fe-
curity to be expeted from vice, which is odi-

1 Mat xxvi, 1, 4, S
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ous to him, which forfeits his favour, takes
us out of his protettion, and provokes his
wrath ! The whole tendency of virtue 15 na-
turally to peace and profperity; 1t 1s only by
its imperfection in the human charalter, and
by the prevalence of vice counteracting 1ts ope-
ration, that ever it becomes the occalion of
pamn or fuffcrmg.  But fin 1s the natural pa-
rent of pain and fuffering ; 1t alonz brought
them 1nto the world 3 it alone perpetuates them
in the world.  Exvi/ purfucth finners * 5 the
portion is griet upon griet, and diftreds upon difs
trefs, till death carry them 1nto the place
where there thall be wailing and gnafbing of
teeth +.  'They who through fcar of futfering
- or lofs defert from the fervice of God, to the
fervice of fin, can fcarcely fuil to prerce thein-
Selves through with many forrewst.  Miferablc
are they, 1f they elcape heavy forrows.  After
having thus fallen away, the ftrongeft means
are neceflary for renewing them agam unto re-
pentance || : they muft be bound in fetters, an!
be holden in cords of affiiciion, 1n order to fhew
them their work, and their iranfgreffions that
they bave exceeded, and to open their ear o dif-
cipline, that they may return from miquity §. 1t
15 a part of God's promife of the Meffiah, 1

* Prov. xiii. 21, + Matt, xiii, 42, ] 1 Tim. v1. 10.
B Heb, vi, 6.  § Jobxxxvi, 8, g, 10,

his
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his children forfake my law, then !l T wifit
their tranfgreffion with the rod, and iberr 1m-
quity with firipes §. To cfeape being vifited
by calamitics equal at lcaft to thote which you
evadud by vour defection, would thew vou to
be given up by God, vnto vour own bearts
It *y to be reprobated from e heritaze of
thofe that fear bis name 4, to be of 1hem wlho
draww back unto perditionl.  ‘The greateft of
the evils to which virtue can expofe vou, 1t 1
certain that vou cannot evade by anv detection
from 1t. It vou could cffetually evade all
other troubles, vet from death, the utmoft
that man can do, no defertion of your duty
can poftibly redeem you, It 15 atponted unto
men once fo dic *% : There is no mun that bath
power cver the [pirit 1o retain the [pirit in the
aay of death ; there is no difcharge in that war ;
neither fhall awickednefs delmeer thofe that are
given fo 1t ++4. Death 13 the moft formidable
temptation of the kind ; and 1 great wifdom
and great goodnefs God has provided, that
againft yielding to it, the argument 1s ftrong-ft :
death, the apoftatc from integrity muft not-
withftanding meet ; though a finner do evil an
bundred times, and bis days be prolonged, yet
Jurely I know that his days are as a fhadow ;
and cannot be prolonged for ever 1.

{ Pfal. Ixxxix. 30, 32,  * Pial. Ixxxxi, 1z, Plal. Ix, .
| Heb, %, 39. ** Chap.ix, 27, 1t Eccl, viii. 8.. | Ver. 12, 13,

Bur
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Bur 1f the very calamity for avoiding
which you have cait away your virtue, fhall
notwithftanding come upon you, or if a
greater calamity {hall overwhelm you, will
you then find any comfort in reflcCting, that
you once warded 1t off for a little, by forfak-
mg the ways of God, and forfeiting his favour:
or when the hour 15 come, and it will foon
come, in which death muft remove you from
this world, will you be able to rejoice m the
con{cioufnefs that, a few days or months befor,
you renounced your virtue rather than quit the
world ? Will you then be entitled to the fame
felf-approbation, the fame joy in the Holy
Ghoft, the fame bright hope of eternal lite,
which would have fupported and 1nvigorated
you 1f you had encountcred it for the fake of
righteoufnefs ? 'Will it not, on the contrary,
be aggravated by remorfe, dejettion, and ter-
ror ! Will 1t be poffible, 1n the day of trou-
ble or of death, to refle¢t without infupportable
regret and anguifh, that you mght have con-
tinued unblemithed, that you might have re-
tained the worth of the faint, that you might
have purchafed the glory of the martyr, and
yet have been 1n no worfe fituation than that
to which you are now reduced, after having
loft your innccence, your honour, and your
hope ? The greateft alleviation of which the
fufferings ncident to mortality are {ufceptible,

' 15
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is their being occafioned by inflexibility in
what 15 right.  In every relpect 1 5 better, of
the will of God be fo, that ye fuffer for awell-
doing, than for evil-dung *. It ye obtan this
lot, if ye fuffer for righteoufnefs fake, happy are
9, and highly privileged above all your bre-
thren 1 adver(ity @ be not afrard of 100 terror,
neither be troubled, but f[anltify the Lord God

in your bearts +.

Tuvus, becaufe this world 15 full of trou-
bles, we cannot avold them by forfaking the
path of virtue ; there are many caufcs which
may precipitatc us into the fame or greater
troubles ; greater we fhall need for our reco-
very, and muft undergo 1f we be not aban-
doned to final apoftaly, but undergo with far
more grievous vexation of {pirit.  The object
of your deliberation, in the hour of danger for
confcience {ake, 1s not, whether 1t be wifer to
avoid troubles, or to endure them It 1s im-
ply, which 1s preferable, virtue or vice, a
good confcience {weetening calamities, or an
evil confcience embittering them, a Dblefled
hope taking away the fting of death, or defpair
filling 1t with venom ¢ He 15 a fool who will
forfeit heaven, without {o much as bettering

his earthly ftate : we are guilty of this folly,

# 3 Pet.inl. 17, 4+ Ver. 14, 15
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if we commit any fin in order to avoid any
temporal calamity or inconvenience, 1f ou'r
heart be turned back from God, or our fleps de-
cline from his way, though he fhould cven
break us in the piace of dragons, and cover us

with the fhadow of death *.

FouvrTaLY, The troubles and calamitics
which are common to man, excite us rclo-
lutely to encounter fuch as we meet with 1n
the performance of our duty, by ftamping va-
nity on all cutward and temporal things.

TuoucH health, riches, honours, power,
or fenfual pleafures were 1 their nature capa-
ble of yielding tull enjoyment to man, they
could not yield it to him in the prefent ftate,
becaufe 1t abounds with troubles, any one of
which will blaft them and render them 1nfipid.
Whatever fatisfattion mortal man may derive
from them, 1t cannot be pure, 1t muft be
mixt with much alloy. Should wealth and
dignitics, i the greateft profufion, drop mto
his bofom, the ftroke of dieafe will deprive
them of all their power to gratify him : al/ s
days be eateth in darknefs and much forrot +.
Should his health be tound, he may languith
in poverty or pine with hunger ; all his efforts

* Plal, xliv, 18, 19, 1+ Eccl. v, 17,

for
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for profperity may proveabortive 3 he may attain
profperity, and find ita torment to his foul ;
and from the height of profperity a moment
may tumble him down into deep adverfity.
Seeing there be many things that increafe va-
nity, what is man the bester all the days of bis
vain life which he [pendeth as a fhadow + 2
Every external joy 1s incomplete, for it is al-
ways impaired by fome concomitant circums
ftance of uneafinefs : it 1s tranfitory and precae
rious, for it 1s quickly obliterated by fome
fucceeding forrow ; 1t can laft only till death,
and then 1t ceafeth for ever. Every one of the
manifold troubles of human life 15 a voice
from God, proclaiming to mankind, that
nothing earthly can be the happinefs of man.
His happinefs muft be what 1s unaffailable by
calamity, and unextinguithable by death. Itis
only in religion, therefore, that he can find
his happinefs. In every fituation he can ad-
here to religion, if he will; and 1f he adhere
to it, nothing can deprive him of 1t, We
cannot obtain whatever we may with for ; but
we can dutifully welcome whatever God fends
upon us, We cannot ward oft every trouble;
but we can take care not to multiply or ag-
gravate our troubles by our own wickednefs.
We cannot avoid death; but we can prepare

4+ Eccl. vi. 11, 113,

M Qure
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ourfelves to die hke Chriftians, We cannot
prevent difagreeable and painful confequences
arifing from fome of our actions ; but we can
prevent our actions from being other than they
ought to be. By the divine affiftance, of
which the gofpel aflures us, virtue 1s always
in our own power : through the vanity of the
world, all things earthly and temporal are 1
the power of innumerable accidents.  To fa-
crifice our virtue for prefent eafe or fecunty, to
alt vfciouﬂy for fear of temporal lofs or incon-
venience, to depart from our duty n order t
avoid the trouble which, 1 a particular -
ftance, 1t threatens to birng upon us, were to
exchange fubftantial happinets for an unfatisty-
ing trifle, a permanent pofleflion for a preca-
ricus and tranfient phantom ; 1t were to prefer
what will be quickly buried i the duft, te
what will enter into heaven, and flounih
through the ages of eternity ; 1t were, m fly-
g from a flight and momentary hurt, to rufh
into everlatting deflruction. It by committing
fin, if by {werving from fteady virtue, you
could be certain to extricate vourlelves from
the fear of {utlering, yet the choice would be
difadvantageous, pernicious, and ruinous.

In every hight, therefore, it is a powerful
argument for conftancy n religion, that 1t
can expofe us to no lofs, hardthip, or afthction,

5 but
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but ﬁrcb as 15 commsn to mon,  In all thefs
ways, the umverfalitv of forrow and futfering
i the prelent {tate, may cxate us to mect
with fortitude, and to bear with paticnee,
whatever we fhall incur by a firm and confci-
entious adherence to our dutv. It can be only
fuch as multitudes endure 1n the ordinary courte
of human Jife ¢ to fhun 1t by throwing away
vour virtue, would b: an unmanly weaknets.
It 15 allotted vou wmn the place of fome other
oHiction, which, to have been as eftectual for
vour fantification, mutt have been feverers
vou thould rejoice in 1t, inftad of entertaining
a thought of averting 1t by fin.  If vou fhould
fin, you caunot expeét to avert 1t for ever;
there are many caufes which may ftll fubject
you to 1t; and whenever they do, it will be
dreadfullv embittered by the remembrance of
vour having once commited fin on puipofe to
clude 1t.  But though you could (fie&tunlly
avert trouble by forfaking virtue, 1t were folly
to torfake 1t5 1t were to barter vour true hap-
pmefs for mere vamty. [heicfuie ot every
man Zake beed foff be fall *, for in ftanding tuft
no tribulation can come upon vou but fuch as
15 common 1n the world.,  If it be the will of
God, that you mufi through much tribulaiion

enter imto the kinsdoin of God+, 1t 15 likewiie

* 1 Corex. 12, t AC: Kiv, 21,

M 2 through
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through much tribulation that the wicked thall
enter into the kingdom of Satan. Which 1s
the better part, judge ye.

Maxy are the arguments which enforce
conftancy in holinefs 1n {pight of all the con-
fequences that can poflibly attend it. ‘The ar-
gument on which 1 have now nfifted, is alone
fufficient to determine thofe who will confider.
If any thing feem neceflary for adding to its
force, allow me only to remind you of what bears
a clofe relation to it, That the beft men 1n all
ages, far from being exempt from troubles,
have endured many and grievous troubles, and
often endured them for confcience fake. In
fuffering, you are but partakers with all man-
kind : in fuffering for virtue and religion, you
fhall be but partakers with all the faints. As
the whole creation groaneth under the vanity to
which it is fubjected, {o ourfelves alfo, fays the
apoftle, which have the firfi-frusts of the Spurit,
even we ourfelves groan within ourfelves *. Con-
fider the days of old, the years of ancient times .
Take, my brethren, the apoftles, take the pro-
phets, who have [poken in the name of the Lora,
for an example of fuffering affisition, and of pa-
tience . Ye have heard of the patience of Fob||:

ye have heard of the innumerable company of

* Rom. viil. 2¢. 32, 23.  + Pfal, Ixxvil, o F Jam. v. 30,
i} Ver, 11,

martyrs;
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martyrs; they were fortured, not accepting deliver-
ance; they bad trial of cruel mockings and feourg-
ings, of bonds and imprifonment ; they were floned ;
they were [awn afunder 5 they were flain with
the fword ; they wandered about, being diffitute,
affiicted, tormented, of whom the world was not
worthy *.  But none of thefe things moved
them, netther counted they their lfe dear unto
themfelves, fo that they might fimfh their courfe
with joy +. 'The worlt that can befall vou in
adhering fteadfaftly to your duty, will not ex-
ceed what far better men have {utfered. All
that has befallen you, comes mntinitely thort
of it.  Ye have not yet refifled unto blood, firiv-
g aganft fin T. No: all that you can plead
in excufe of your paft inconftancy 1n virtue, is
lofs {o trivial, inconvenience {o flight, uneafinefs
{o infignificant, that 1t deferves not to be named
with the leaft of their fufferings. It 15 thame-
ful to complain of 1t 3 1t is difgraceful, for the
fake of it, to have made one ftep awry from
the ways of God. Should you be put to a
much feverer trial, fhould you even be #r7ed
with the fiery trial, think it not flrange, as though
Jome firange thing bappened unio you||. It hath
happened unto ten thoufands of the faints. Let
their {ufferings and their intrepid perfeverance
banith your fears, confirn your refolution,

® Heb, xi. 35---38, < Altsxx. 22. 1 Heb. xila 4. | 1 Pet,

v, 12,
M 3 and
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and encourage your {tcadfaftnefs. It is throuch
Jaith and patience, that they now inberit the
promifes *: Be ye allo patient, and flablifh your
hearis +35 be ye followers of them, and ye fhall
obtain the {ame inheritance.~—You have even a
greater cxample than that of the famts.  Chr/ff
himielf alfo fuffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye frould follow bis fieps 7. Though
he was the Son of God, though he was por-
fetly holy, lus {ufterings, wilnle he dwvelt m
this mortal {tate, furpaficd all that ever befell
a fon of man, furpafled what any fon of man
could bear.  They were appointed by Ged for
accomplifinng the moft {tupendous purpotr,
the redemption of the world 5 but they were
immediate]y occafioned by his inflexible ad-
herence to truth and righteoutnefs.  Can you
expedt to meet with no hardthip, no inconve-
nience in purfuing the fame conduét ! Or will
vou grudge to meet it ? The difeiple is not above
his mafler, nor the [ervant above bis lord, Fear
not therefore || : but refoice in as much as ye aiz
partakers of Coriff's fufferings.  For if ye are
paitakers of the fufferings, fo foall ye be alfo of
the confolation. 1t the fufferings of Chriff even
abound in us, our confolation alfo thall abound
by Corift. When bis glory fhall be revealed, we
thall be glud alfo-sguth exceeding joy §. It 15 0

* Heb,viiz.  + Jamv.8. 11 Pet. i, z1. i Mat. X,

24. 26, § 1 Pet. v, 15. =2 Cor. L. 5. 7.
faithful
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faithful faying.  For if awe be dead weith bim,
we foall alfo live with bom: if we fuffer, we
fhall alfo reign wvrth him: but if e deny bim,
be alfo will deny us*. 1 conclude with the
apoftle’s addrets, [Wherefore, feemne e alfs
are compafled about wwith fo oreat a cloud
of wainelles, Iet us run suth pacience the race
that 1s Jet before us, livking unio Fofus the au-
thor and finifber of our fuith, cwda for the jov
ipat wwas fer before Diiny enduicd ihe ool dee
Jpifing the fhame.  Confroer Do thait ciotired juch
contradickion of  finners aramfl bunfeliy lyi ve be
wearied and fuint i your midy .

Now the God of all ovace, wehy hoti covted
us unto his eternal olay by Coryt Jefus,
t’fﬁtf}' 1Dt e have /.r‘_{:*ﬁ‘f‘{ff f -;i',rfl-f?.:‘,, R
you perfecly flablyl, jivengiei, feiile voi:
To him be gloy and doiniwinii fo cver Jiidd
ever.  JAdmen 7.

2T, v, 20 Heboan 1,2, 3500 PPy
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