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LECTURES ON THE SHORTER CATE-
CHISM OF THE WESTMINSTER AS-
SEMBLY OF DIVINES=—ADDRESSED
TO YOUTH.

LECTURE XLVIIIL.

8. Of Masters and Servants.—
In discussing this part of our sub-
ject, I must notice the existence of
slavery in our country—a calamity
of no ordinary kind. That it had
its origin from the impositions of
the mother country, in our colonial
state, is unquestionable; but, alas!
it was continued for some time after
our national independence, in all
the enormity of that guilt which the
African slave trade involves; and
in some large portions of the United
States, the domestick traffick in
slaves is still practised and cherish-
ed, in violation of every pripciple
of religion, morals, an humanity.
Any nation in which this should be
permitted, might well fear the se-
vere inflictions of the righteous So-
vereign of the Universe; but there
is no nation on earth in which the
guilt, and consequent danger, of
perpetual and hereditary slavery,
are so great as in our own; becanse
the very basis* on which we ground

* After a single prefatory sentence,
*he position on which the declaration of
American independence is founded, ason
an axiom in morals and human rights, is
the following—* We hold these truths to
be self evident; that all men are created
equal, and that they are endowed by their

Vor. VIIL.—Ch. Adv.

a claim to freedom for ourselves,
would emancipate every slave in
our Union, as speedily as it could
be done without inflicting an addi-
tional injury on the slave himsell.
I feel haund, therefore, to deliver it
as my decided opinion, that every
slaveholder who would maintain a
conscience void of offence, and do
his part to avert from his country
the Judgments of a just God, should
regard 1t as his first duty to every
slave he possesses, to liberate him,
as soon as it can be done with safe-
ty to the slave and to the society in
which he lives; that he should be-
ware of forming pleas for con-
tinuing slavery, which, on care-
fully examining and looking into
his own heart, he may find to have
no better origin and support than a
regard to his own interest or in-
clination; but honestly and ear-
nestly aim to rid himself of the mis-
fortune, or the sin, of depriving a
fellow creature of rights with which
the God of nature has endowed
him. The nation, too, that has au-
thorized and countenanced this
evil, and every individual of that
nation, should be cordially willing
that provision should be made by a
tas, to afford an equitable indemni-
ty to those whose property, espe-
cially if it came by inheritance, is
found to consist, in whole or in

Creator with certain unalienable rights;
that among these are life, Liszary, and
the pursuit of happiness.”

2 F
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Is Heaven's high decrce made known,
“'I'lve man that dareth to strive with me,
In his wild career overthrown,

A feartul proof of my wrath shall be.”
Yet still that wretch hat’ dared
Tomock his Maker’s power,

Whose mercy long hath spared
And wyurned from hour to hour;—

Jefferson’s Pupers.

May.

Luo! tne once haughty form
That thought to tremble never,
To its silent home is borne,—
The spirt—hath fled forever'

April 15, 1830.

fiebietng.

JEFFERSON’S PAPERS.
( Continued from p. 199.)

Of Jesus Christ, of the dpostles,
and of the Jewish and Christian
Ser:ptures—On these important
puints, we find that we can better
exhibit the opinions of Mr. J., by
taking them in connexion, than in a
separate form. In this way, too, we
shall in some measure abridge our
own labour, of which we are already
heartily tired ; and the sooner, also,
relieve the patience of our readers,
which we seriously fear may be ex-
hausted, before we shall have done
with the abominations of the papers
under review—although we lay be-
fore others but a very small part of
what has sickened ourselves.

In Vol. 11, we find a paper en-
titled “Syllabws of an estimate of
the merit of the doctrines of Jesus,
compared with those of others.”
From this our first quotation has
been taken.  He refers to it in se-
veral of his letters; having first
formed it, he says, to acquit himself
of a promise which he once made to
Dr. Rush.  He appears to have re-
garded it with great fondness; as a
very happy specimen of his ability
to reduce Biblical knowledge to its
essence. We have taken from it
what he says of the Jews, to show
his estimate of their religion; and
of course, his opinion of the Old
Testament, from which they derived
it. This will be seen more at large,
in the latter part of the third quo-
tation, in which he vituperates
Moses, and all his institutions, with
ereat bitterness. He speaks, in a
letter to Mr. Adams, of another re-

sult of his Biblical studies and re-
searches, with the publication of
which we believe the world has not
yet been favoured. This, with a
few sentences from the same let-
ter, in which he awards the lyrick
palm to the Psalmist, forms the se-
cond quotation. The third, is from
two letters to William Short, in
which he explains the design of his
syllabus, corrects what he thinks the
errors of our Saviour, and reviles
the holy apostles.

“II. Jews. 1. Their system was Deism;
that is, the belief in one only God. But
their ideas of him and of his attributes
were degrading and injurious. 2. Their
Ethics were not only imperfect, but often
irreconcilable with the sound dictates of
reason and morality, as they respect in-
tercourse with those around us; and re-
pulsive and anti-social, as respecting other
nations, They needed reformation, there-
fore, in an eminent degree.

“IIL Jesus. 1In this state of things
among the Jews, Jesus appeared. His
parentage was obsure; his condition poor;
his education null; Lis natural endow-
ments great; his life correct and inno-
cent; he was meck, benevolent, patient,
firm, disintcrested, and of the sublimest
eloquence.

“The disadvantages under which his
doctrines appear are remarkable. 1. Like
Socrates und Epictetus, he wrote nething
himself. 2. But he had not, like them, u
Xenephon or un Arrian to write for him,
I name not Plato, who only used the name
of Socrates to cover the whimsies of his
own brain, On the contrary, sll the learn-
ed of his country, entrenchedin its power
and riches, were apposed to him, lest his
labours shonld undermine their advan-
tages; and the committing to writing his
life and doctrines fell on unlettered and
ignorant men; who wrote, too, from me-
mory, and not till long atter the transac-
tions had passed. 5. According to the
ordinary fate of those who attempt to en.
lighten and reform mankind, he fell an
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carly victim to the jealousy and combina-
tion of the altar and the throne, at about
thirty-three vears of age, his reason hav-
ing not yet attained the mazimum of its
encrgy, nor the course of his preaching,
which was but of three years at most, pre-
sented occasions for developing a com.
plete system of morals. 4. Hence the
doctrines which he really delivered were
defective as a whole, and fragments only
of what he did deliver have comie to us,
mutilated, misstated, and often unintelligi-
hle. 5. They have been still more disfi-
gured by the corruptions of schismatising
followers, who have found an interest in

sophisticating and perverting the simple *

doctrines he taught, by engraftng on
them the mysticisms of a Grecian sophist,
frittering them into subleties, and obscur-
ing them with jurgon, until they have
caused good men to reject the whole in
disgrust, and to view Jesus limself us an
impostor.

“ Notwithstanding these disadvantages,
a system of morals is presented to us,
which, if filled up in the style and spirit
ofthe rich fragments he left us, would be
the most perfect and sublime that has ever
been taught by man,

“The question of his being a member
of the God-head, or in direct conimunica-

tion with it, claimed for him by some of

his followers, and denied by others, is fo.
reign to the present view; which is mere-

lv an estimate of the intrinsick merit of

hisdoctrines. 1, le corrected the Deism
of the Jews, confirming them in their be
lief of one only God, and giving the juster
notions of his attributes and government,
2. His moral doetrines, relating to kindred
and friends, were more pure and perfect

than those of the most correct of the phi-.

losophers, and greatly more so than those
of the Jews; and they went far bevord
both, in inculcating universal philanthro-
py, not only to kindred and friends, to
neighbours and countrymen, but to all
maukind, gathering all into one faniily,
under the bonds of love, charity, peace,
common wants and common sids. A de-
velopment of this head will evince the pe-
culiar superiority of the system of Jesus
over all others. 3. The precepts of phi-
losophy, and of the Hebrew code, laid
hold of actions only. He pushed his scru-
tinies into the heart of man; erected his
tribunal in the region of his thoughts, and
purified the waters at the fountain head.
4. He taught, emphatically, the doctrines
of a future state, which was either doubt.
ed, or dishelieved by the Jews: and wield.
ed it with efficacy, as an important incen-
tive, supplementary to the other motives
to woral conduct.”—Vol. iii. pp. 508, 509,
_“We must reduce our volume to the
simple evangelists, sclect, cven from
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them, the very words only of Jesus, par-
ing off the amphiboligisms into which
they have been Jed, by forgetting often,
or not understanding, what bad fallen
from him, by giving their own miscon-
ceptions a8 his dicta, and expressing un-
intelligibly for others what they bad not
understood themselves. There will be
tound remaining the most sublime and be-
nevolent code of morals, which has ever
been offered to man, 1 have performed
this operation for my own use, by cutting
verse by verse out of the printed book,
and arranging the matter which is evi.
dently lus, and which is as easily distin.
guishable as diamonds ina dunglill, The
result is, an octavo of forty.six pages, of
pure and unsoplisticated doctrines, such
us were professed and acted on by the un-
lettered Apostles, the Apostolick Fathers,
and the Christians of the first century.
Their Platonising successors, indeed, in
after times, in order to legitimate the cor-
ruptions which they had incorporated into
the doctrines of Jesus, found it necessary
to disavow the primitive Christians, who
had taken their principles from the mouth
of Jesus himselt, of his Apostles, and the
Fathers cotemporary with them. They
cxcommunicated their followers as here-
ticks, branding them with the oppro-
bious name of Ebionites or Begyrurs.”

* ¢ “Lacknowledge ail the ment of
the liyinu of Cleanthes to Jupiter, which
you ascribe to it, It i» as highly sublime
as a chaste and correct imagination can
permit itself to go.  Yet in the contem-
plation of a being so superiative, the hy-
perbolick flights of the Psalmist may often
be followed with approbation, even with
rapture; and 1 have no hesitation in giv-
ing him the paln over all the hymnists of
every language, and of every time,”—Vol,
v, pp. 223, 224,

“But while this syllabus is meant to
place the churucter of Jesus in its true
and high iight, us no impostor Limself, but
a great reformer of the Hebrew code of
religion, it is not to be understood that 1
am with him in all his doctrines. Tama
Materialist; he takes the side of Spiritual-
ism: he preaches the efficacy of repent.
ance towards forgiveness of sin; [ require
u counterpoise of good works to redeen
ity &c. &e. Itis the innocence of his cha.
racter, the purity and sublimity of his
moral precepts, the eloquence of his in-
culcations, the beauty of the apologues
in whigh he conveys them, that I so much
admire; sometimes, indeed, needing in-
dulgence to castern hyperbolism, ~ My
eulogics, too, may be founded on a postu-
late which all may not be ready to grant,
Among the savings and discourses im.
puted to him by his biographers, T find
many passages of fine imugination, correct
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morality, and of the most lovely benevo.
lence; and others, again, of so much ig-
norance, so much absurdity, so much un-
truth, charlatanism and i-aposture, as to
pronounce it impossible that such contra-
dictions should have proceeded from the
same beng. 1 separate, therefore, the
gold from the dross; restore to him the
former, and leave the latter to the stupi-
dity of some,-and roguery of others of his
discaiples.  Of this band of dupes and im-
postors, Paul was the great Coryphzus,
and first corruptor of the doctrines of
Jesus, These palpable interpolations and
falsiications of his doctrines, led me to
try to sift them apart. 1 found the work
obvious and casy, and that his part com-
posed the most beautiful morsel of morali-
ty which has been given to us by man,
The syllabus is theretore of Ais doctrines,
not all of mine : 1 read them as 1 do those
of other ancient and modern moralists,
with a mixture of upprobutiun and dis-
sent.” * ' » .
“There are, 1 acknowledge, passages
not free from ohjection, which we may,
with probability, ascribe to Jesus himsclf;
but claiming indulgence from the circum.
stances under which he acted. His ob.
ject was the reformation of some articles
in the religion of the Jews, as taught by
Moses. ‘That sect liad presented for the
ob ect of their worship, a being of terri-
ck character, cruel, vindictive, capricious
and unjust. Jesus, taking for his type
the best qualities of the human head and
heart, wisdom, justice, goodness, and adil-
ing to them power, ascribed all of these,
but in infinite perfection, to the Supreme
Being, and formed him really worthy of
their adoration, Moses had cither not he-
lieved in a future state of ¢éxistence, or
had not thought it essential to be expli-
citly taught to his people. Jesus inculcat-
ed that doctrine with emphasis and preci-
sion. Moses had hound the Jews to many
idle ceremonies, mummeries, and observ.
ances, of no eftcct towards producing the
social utilities which constitute the es-
sence of virtue ; Jesus exposed their tuti-
lity and insignificance. ‘Fhe one instilled
into his people the most anti-social spirit
towards other nations; the other preach-
cd philanthropy and universal charity and
henevolence. The office of reformer of
the superstitions of a nation, is ever dan-
gerous, Jesus had to walk on the peri-
lous confines of rcason and religion: and
a step to right or left might place him
within the gripe of the priests of the su-
perstition, a blood thirsty race, as cruel
and remorseless as the being whom they
represcnted as the fumily God of Abra.
ham, of 1saac and of Jacob, and the local
God of Isracl.  They were constantly fay-
Ing snares, too, to ‘entangle hum in the
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lief of divine inspiration,
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web of the faw. He was justifiable, there:

fore, in avoiding these by evasions, by so-
pinams, by misconstructions and misap-

plications of scraps of the prophets, und
i defending himself with these their own
weunons, as suflicient, ad homines, at least.
That Jesus did not mean to impose him.
scif on mankind as the son of Gud, physi-
cally speaking, Lhave been convinced by
the writings of men more learned than
myself in that lore, But that he unght
conscientiously believe himself inspired
from above, is very pussible. 'The whole
rehigion of the Jews, inculcated on him
from his infancy, was founded in the be-
The fumes of
the most disordercd imaginations, were
recorded in their religious code, as spe-
cial communications of the Deity; and as
it could not but happen that,in the course
of ugres, events would now and then tura
up, to which some of thesc vague rhapso-
dies might be accommodated by the aid
of allegories, figures, types, and  other
tricks upon words, they have not only
preserved their credit with the Jews of
all subsequent times, but ure the founda.
tion of much of the religions of those who
have schismatised from them,  Elevated
hy the enthusiasm of a warm and pure
heart, conscious of the high straing of an
cloquence which hud not been taught
him, he might readily mistake the corus.
cations of his own fine genius for inspira-
tions of an higher order.  Thisbelief car-
ried, therefore, no more personal imputa.
tion, than the belief of Socrates, that him.
scIf was under the care and admonitions
of a guardian Demon,  And how many of
our wisest men still believe in the reality
of these inspirations, while perfectly sane
on all other subjects. Excusing, there.
fore, on these considerations, those pas-
sages in the gospels which seem to bear
marks of weakness in Jesus, ascribing to
lin what alone is consistent with the
great and pure character of which the
same writings furnish proofs, and to their
proper authors their own trivialities and
imbecihities, 1 think myself authorized to
conclude the purity and distinction of his
character, in opposition to the impostures
which those authors would fix upon him;

and that the postulate of my former let.

ler 18 no more than is gmmul in all other
historical works.” <Vol.iv. pp. 321=326

31)8

Thus it appears, that Mr. J. re-
jected with disdain the idea that
there is any thing of Divine inspi-
ration in the Bible. Moses and
the ancient prophets are denounced
with unsparing and contemptuous
censure. The apostles and evan
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selists, who wrote the New Testa-
ment, he considers as rogues and
fools. 'The Saviour of the world he
represents as a mere man, the son
of Joseph and Mary; of no educa-
tion, but of natural talents of the
very highest order; of distinguish-
ed virtue; a zealous reformer ; pre-
eminently eloquent, and peculiarly
amiable and benignant; yet, withal,
needing correction in some of his
notions; using evasions and soph-
isms to screen himself from his ene-
mies; and so much of an enthusiast
as to think he was inspired, when
it was only an excitement of the
imagination that he felt, Was such
a_concentration of absurdity ever
given to the world before? = Yes,
Mr. J. is not altogether an original
here. Rousseau’s character of the
Saviour appears to have been in his
view ; and on the whole, we do not
think he has equalled his master.
Yetamong those Jewish barbarians,
(as the Greeks and Romans and
probably Mr. J. too, accounted
them) he has found a hymnist, with
whose sublime and devout strains,
nothingamong the most distinguish-
ed poets of the most polished na-
tions of antiquity can pretend to
compare; and also a moralist, in-
comparably superior to all their
philosophers and ethical writers,
of whatever awe, or character, or
sect—And this all took place with-
out any supernatural aid, Is this
credible? Do Christians believe in
any such effects, without an ade-
quate cause? No:
“But Infidels, of fools the chicf,
Hold faith in creeds of unbelict,”

Of o Future State~Mr. J. fre-
quently expresses much confidence
ina state of future happiness, for
himself and his friends. In a let-
ter to Mr, Adams, (Vol. iv. p. 509,)
after speaking of the revolution in
South America, he says—

“But these are speculations, my triend,
which we may as well deliver over to those
who are to sce their development. We
shall ouly be lookers on, from the clouds
ihove, as now we look down on the la.

You, VIIL~Ch. Adv.
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bours, the hurry and bustle of the ants
and bees.  Perhaps in that super-mun-
dane region, we may be amused with see-
ing the fullacy of our own gucsses, and
even the nothingness of those labours,
which have fille:d and agitated our own
time here,”

Again, on the death of Mrs.
Adams—

“It is of some comfort to us both, that
the term is not very distant, at which we
are to deposite in the saine cerement, our
sorrows and suftering bodies, and to as-
cend in essence to an ecstatick meeting
with the friends we have loved and lost,
and whom we shall still love and never
los: again,”

To Governor Page, who had ad-
dressed a letter to him on the death
of his daughter, he writes, (Vol. iv.
po 190)—

“Every step shortens the distance we
have to go; the end of our journey is
in sight, the bed wherein we are to rest,
and to rise in the midst of the friends we
have lost. ¢ We sorrow not then as others
who have no hope;’ but look forward to
the day which ¢joins us to the great ma-

As Mr. J. rejected all revelation,
we should be glad to know what
system of infidel philosophy taught
him the doctrine of the resurrection
of the body; and how he came to
quote, on so serious an occasion,
and as the source of consolation too,
a sentence from the apostle Paul,
“the Corypheeus of dupes and im-
postors.”  We find, in another let-
ter, that he had great expectation of
meeting his congressional friends
in heaven, and seemed to think
that they would hold a kind of con-
aress there,

Of a future state of punishment,
we doubt if he had any belief, We
do not find that he ever speaks of
it, otherwise than ludicrously or
profanely. In writing to his friend
John Page, (Vol. i, p. 162,) he says :
“I know you too well to need an
apology for any thing you do, and
hope you will forever be assured of
this; and as to the construction of
the world, they would only have
added one to the many sins for
which they are to go to the devil.”
And he concludes a letter to Ed-

21
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ward Rutledge, (Vol. 1it. p. 338,) in
the mlloumw elegant style— u
diable les ”lm" res! Lawm at the end
of my curse and the bottom of my
page, so God bless you and yours.”
We had heard that My, J. used pro-
fane language in his conversation,
but we did not expect to find so
much of it as we do in his letters,
More than once, we meet with a
profane ovath, broadly expressed.

Of Religions Sects and Opinions,

—Mr. J. seems to have been hostile
to all religious denominations, ex-
cept the Unitarians, whom he seems
to lack language in attempting to
extol as he wishes. e predicts the
universal and speedy spread of their
sentiments throughout our country,
In a letter to Dr. Watcrhouw (Vol.
iv. . 330,) he says—<1 trust thereis
not a young man now living in the
United States who will not die an
Unitarian.”  We are glad that this
augury is not more portentous than
“a heathenoracle.’

In severalinstances Mr.J. speaks -
favourably of the Quakers; but in
a letter (Vol.iv. p. 155,) which the
editor states was endorsed “ not
sent,” he says—

“'The Friends are men, formed with
the same passions, and swayed by the
same principles and pre ]udm s as others,
In cases where the p.lssmns are neu-
tral, men will dnsphy their respect for
the ullgmns professions of their sect, But
where their passions are enlisted, these
professions are no obstacle,”

Thus he represents the Quakers
as disregarding their profession,
when it comes 1n conflict with their
passions and their interest.  And
of this tenor is the most of the sub-
sequent pavt of the letter,  Episco-
palians and Lun"re«rltmmhsts are
especially Lhawed(\ol i . $41,)
with indulging “a very favourite
hope of ob!auunw an establishmeunt
of a particular hn m of Umstlamt)
through the United \tatvs. To
the clc'wv in general, or “the
priests,” as he dv ights to style
them, he applies s almost every term
of reprobation andabhorrence which
the Kuglish language affords, Speak.-
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ing of “a comparison of the morali-
ty ol the Old Testament with that
of the New,” (of which he declares
“no two things were ever more un-
like,”) and regretting that this com-
parison had not been drawn out by
Dr. Priestley, he says—<1 ought
not to have asked him to give it.
Ife dared not. He would have been
eaten alive by his intolerant bre-
thren, the Cannibal priests.” A
little farther on in this letter, (Vol.
v, . 203,) speaking of these same
Canmibals, he writes—* You will
be sensible how much interest 1
take, in keeping myself clear of re-
hgious disputes before the publick;
an especially of seeing my sylla-
bus disembowelled by “the” Arus-
pices of the modern I’a;,dmsm”
But the choicest of his unmitigated
wrath, Mr. J. always IL’GL‘IVE for
Calvin and the Presbyterians, In
Yol.iv.p. 340, he states * the demo-
ralising dogmda of Calvin® to be—

“1. That there are three Gods, 2.

hat good works, or the love of our neigh-
l)mu, are nothing., 3. That faith is every
thing, and the more incomprehensible the
proposition, the more merit in its faith.
4. Th \treason m rehigion is of unlawful
use, 5. That God, trom the beginning,
clwtcd certain individuals to be saved,
and certain others to be damned; and th.xt
no crimes of the former can (1umn them;
no virtues of the latter save.”

Thus hie unhesitatingly attubutes
to Calvin a string of | impious ab-
surdities, from whlch Calvin would
have revolted as much as himself;
and to which we challenge the re-
vilers of Calvin to show from his
works the least proof, or any fair re-
semblance. But Calvin was con-
cerned in the death of Servetus, (we
regret it as much as any one) and
Ser\ctus had furnished Mr. J. with
that blasphiemous deseription of the
Holy Trinity, which we inserted in
our last HUI’)JCI-—HUIC ille lachry-
we, T addition fo being Calvin-
ists, a suflicient cause of Imtred in
itsell, he attributed to the Presby-

ertans chiely—with how much rea-

o we know nol—the opposition
to his endeavours 10 obtain as much
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legislative patronage as he wanted,
for his favourite Mammoth Univer-
sity. Writing on this subject to
his friend William Short, after de-
nouncing the clergy gencerally, he
$ayS—

“The Presbyvterian clersy are the loud.
est; the most intolerant of wll scets, the
most tyrannical and ambiticus; ready at
the word of the lawgiver, il such a word
could be now obtained, 10 put the torch
to the pile, and to rekindle in this virgin
hemisphere the Hames in whicl teir
oracle Calvin consumed the poor Scrve-
tus, because he could not find in his Eu-
clid the proposition which has demon-
strated that three are one, and one is
three, nor subscribe to that of Calvin, that
magistrates have a right to exterminate
all hereticks to Calvinistick creed, They
pant to re-establish, by law, that holy in.
quisition, which they can now only infuse
o publick opinion.  We have most un-
wisely committed to the Lierophants of
our particular superstition, the direction
of publick opinion, that Jord of the uni-
verse. We have given them stated and
privileged duys to colleet and catechise
us, opportunities of delivering their ora-
cles to the people in mass, and of mould-
ing their minds as wax in the hollow of
their hands,”—Vol. v, p. 522.

The man who raves in this man-
ner is no longer to be reasoned
with; he is not the proper object
even of resentment, but only of
compassion and pity. But we do
take it for no mean eulogy on the
church to whicli we belong, and no
inconsiderable cvidence that she
holds the Christian doctrines
their greatest purity, that all infi-
dels hate her, more than they hate
any other. They cordially hateall
churches,but the Presbyterian worst
of all—Things are known by their
opposites, and by the degree of op-
position in which they stand to cach
other.

Our readers can now teil as well
as we, whether Mr. J. had any reli-
aion, and if he had, what it was,
From his having spoken so favour-
ably of the Unitarians, and wished
them success so ardently, and the
close approximation of his creed o
unbelief to that of some who rank
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themselves in that corps, it appears
that a rumour had gone abroad, that
he had changed from unqualified in-
fidelity to Unitarianism—Not a
ereat change to be sure, but yet one
which he did not choose explicit-
Iy to admit, or at least to bave
publickly known. Let us not be
misunderstood==If the Unitarians
wish 20 claim him, we have not the
slightest objection. We only desire
to state facts as we find them. In
a letter to Mr. Adams in the year
1817, he thus writes—

“ One of our fan-colouring biographers,
who paints small men as very great, in- -
quired of me lately, with real affection
too, whether he might consider as authen-
tick, the change in my religion much
spoken of in some circles, Now this sup-
posed that they knew what had been my
religion before, taking for it the word of
their priests, whom 1 certainly never
made the confidants of my creed, My
answer was, ‘say nothing of my religion.
It is known to my God and myself alone.
Its evidence before the world is to be
sought in my life; if that has been honest
and dutiful tv society, the religion which
has regulated it cannot be a bad one.”~
Vol. iv, p. 500

Most sincerely should we have
rejoiced, had we found any evidence
in the papers before us, of a change
for the better in the religious opi-
nions and feelings of Mr.J. But
the most and the worst of the quo-
tations given above, are from letters
written in the last years of his life.
The last letter of all is dated on
the 24th of June, 1826, but ten days
before his death. No change, to
say the least, is indicated by this—
We leave our readers to their own
reflections.

We have vet to do what we can,
to prevent. the impression which a
part of Mr.Js Jnas is calculated
and was intended to make, that
General Washington had no belief
in divine revelation. This, with a
few general reflections, we hope to
place in our next number, and then
to close our unwelcome task of re-
viewing one of the worst books we
have ever read.
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