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PSALM cxxii. 3

JerusaLeEM 15 BUILDED, as A CI1Ty THAT
| 1S COMPACT TUGETHER.

ERUSALEM was acity, defended with
ftrong walls, the metropolis of the king-
dom of lirael, and the capital {eat of the He-
brew empire.—It’s inhabitants were not a
loofe, difconneéted people, but moft ftrictly
united, not only amorg themfelves, but with
all the tribes of Ifrael, into a holy nationand
commonwealth, under Jencvan their king
and their God.—And as Jerulalem was the
place, which he was plealed to honour as the
{eat of his 1oyal refidence and government,
it was moft truly the city of the Great King.
Hence both by divine appointment, and the
common confent of the nation, it was eftab-
lithed as the local centre of communion in all
the privileges of their civil and facred confti-
tution. There were the thrones of judgement,
the thrones of the houfe of David, and the
fupreme courts of juftice, and of the public
adminiftration :
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adminiftration : There were the Levites, wait-
ing in their courfles, and the Priefts, minifter-
ing 1n their offices, before the Lorp : There
was the teftimony, the ark of the covenant,
the temple, and the folemn fervices of reli-
gion : And there all the tribes and {ceptres
of the people, aflembled three times in the
year, to prefent national homage to JEHovAH,
their king and their God,

In all thefe refpects, whether Jerufalem be
confidered in anatural, civil orreligious view,
its ftrength and beauty confifted, in being
builded ‘¢ as a city, that is compadl togeth-
er.” Hence the Pfalmift’s affetion for Jeru-
falem expreffed in this P{alm was not a meer
- partial and local fondnefs ; but had in view,
and was excited by the moft noble objelts.
Thefe were the exaltation of Jenovaw, the
king and God of Zion—the honour and hap-
pinefs of the nation—the prefervation of the
true religion, and the peace and beft good of
all the tribes of Ifrael.  Religion therefore,
and public fpirit were untied in the ardent af-
feGtion of the pious Ifraelites, toward Jerufa-
lem, which they preferred above their chief

Joy.

We have alfoa Jerufalem, adorned with
brighter glciies of divine grace, and with
greater beauties of holinefs, than were ever

difplayed,
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difplayed, in the moft auguft folemnities of
- the Hebrew-temple-worfhip ; and prefents,
to our devout admiration, gratitude and
‘praife, more excellent means of religion and

virtue, peace and happinefs, than ever called

the attention of the affemabled tribes of Ifrael.

We enjoy all the privileges of a free govern-

ment, the bleflings of the gofpel of peace, and

the honours of the church of Gop. This 1is

our Jerufalem,

Tre fafety and prefervation of it de-
pend, under Gop, on the friendly agree-
ment of its citizens in all thofe things, ne-
ceffary for its honour and defence, happinefs
and glory. Waithout this agreement, it can-
not be ‘“builded as a city, that is compact
together.” There will be no peace withinits
walls, nor profperity within its palaces: It
can have neither ftrength or beauty, nor ad-
minifter protection to its inhabitants ; but it
will be as a city broken down, and without
walls.

THE text thercfore, and the great occafion,
on which we are affembled in the houfe of
Gop, juftify a difcourfe on the great princi-
ples and maxims, of civil union—the impor-
tance of a good, public adminiftration, to
anfwer the great ends of government—and
the neceflity of the joint exertions of {ubjeéts,

with their rulers, in promoting the public
peace and happinefs. I
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I amthen, in rthe firft place, to point out
fome of the great principles and maxims,
which are the foundation and cement of civil
union and fociery.

Tne principles of f{ociety are the laws,
which Almighry Gop has eftablifhed in the
moral world, and made neceffary to be ob-
ferved by mankind ; in order to promote their
true happinefs, in their tranfactions and inter-
courfe.  Thefe laws may be confidered as
principles, in refpect of their fixednefs and
operation ; and as maxims, fince by the
knowledge of them, we difcover thofe rules
of condué&, which dire& mankind o the
highelt perfe€tion, and fupreme happinefs of
their nature. They are as fixed and un-
changeable as the laws which o,.crate in the
natural world.

HuMan art in order to produce certain
effeéts, muft conform to the principles and
laws, which the Alniighty Creator has eftab-
lithed in the natural world. He who neg-
lects the cultivation of his field, and the
proper time of fowing, may not expect a har-
veft. He, who would affift mankind in raif-
ing weights, and overcoming obftacles, de-
pends on certain rules, derived from the
_knowledge of mechanical principles, applied
to the conftruction of machines, in order to

glve
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give the moft ufeful effeét to the fmalleft
force: And every builder thould well un-
derftand the beft pofition of firmnefs and
ftrength, when he is abgut to ere¢t an edifice.
For he, who at empts thefe things, on other
principies, thaa thofe of nature, attempts tor
make a new world ; and his aim will prove
abfurd and his labour loft. No more can
mnkind te conduéted to happinefs ; or civil
{ocieties united, and enjoy peace and prof-
perity, without obferving the moral princi-
ples and conneéions, which the fame Al-
mighty Creator has eftablifhed for the gov-
ernment of the moral world. |

MoraL conneflions and caufes in different
circumftances produce harmony or difdord,
peace or war, happinefs or woe among man-
kind, with the fame certainty, as phyfical
caufes produce their effe&t. To inftitute
thefe caufes and connexions belongs not to
men, to nations or to human laws, but to
build upon them. It is no more in the power
of the greateft earthly potentate to hinder
their operation, than it is to govern the flow-
ing and ebbing of the ocean.

Tue great and moft univerfal principle
and law of rational union and happinels, s
the love of Gop and of our neighbour: This
in the moral, is like the great law of gravi-

B tation
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tation and attration in the natural world ;

and its tendency in human fociety, is to uni-
verfal good. The firft maxim derived from
it, is that divine precept in the gofpel,
“ whatfoever ye would that men fhould do
unto you, do ye alfo the fame unto them.”
Hence religion and virtue are the great prin-
ciples on which the happinefs of human fo-
cieties muft be buil:: and from thefe princi-
ples muft be derived the knowledge ot all
laws, which determine the order of that be-
nevolence, we owe to on~ another, and point
out the means of attaining the greateft good.

I¥ this were a ftate of fo much innocence
and perfcCtion, thai the law of reafon and
of love direéted and influenced all the views
and ations of mankind, there would be no
neceflity - tne coercion of civil government.
But in ta- prefent depraved {tate of human
nature, the vartons difpofitions and differing
purfuits, the jarning interefts, an:i umulvpaﬂ-
ions, the jealoufies and 1aifapprehenfiens of
neighbours would 30l their harmony and
pood agrecment ; and, when dilpuics arofe,
there would be o commen judze, to whom
they might refer therr differences ; but eve-
ry one would be an avencer of his own
wrong : T'his would {con end in a frate of
hatred and war; and deltroy sll human peace
and happirceis.  To prevent this mifchief,

and
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and to fecure the enjoyment of raticnal liberty,
which fummarily coulifts in the unmolefted
privilege and opportunity of ¢ lealing a qui-
et and peaceable life, in all godlir.ts and ho-
nefty,” is the great end ofthe inflitution of ci-
vil fociety and government.

Tue end thercfore, and nature of civil gov-
ernment imply that it muft have for its foun-
dation, the principles and laws of truth, juf-
tice'and righteoufnefs, inercy and the fear of
Gob ; or it can never advance the happinefs
of mankind. For that mankind by uniting in-
to fociety,and putting themfelves under a comn-
RI0N government, can promote their true in-
tereft, otherwife than by obferving thefe laws,
1s as contrary to reafon as, that a machine
may be of great and beneficial ufe in human
life, when its whole conftruction is contrary
to all the principles, by which the world of

nature is actuated and kept together.

THERE can be no beneficial union among
the members of a community, where thefle
great principles of righteoufnefs and truthin-
tegrity and the fear of Gon, are not maintain-
ed, both among themfelves, and towards all
mankind, Any number of men, confedera-
ted together in wickednefs and injuftice, can
have no ftrength; but what they derive from

being faithful to oneanother. Such a com-
- bination
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bination may exift among robbers and pi-
rates: burt their agreement ought notto be
dignified by the name of civil union: it
ought rather to be efteemed a wicked contpi-
1a. ¥ againft the rights of mankind, which
can ncver be ;uﬁlﬁcd by number, nor on any

pretence of public good,

Tuese moral principles and connettions
are moral laws, not only, as they point out
a fixed order of events relpecting moral ends,
in which view the meer politician, who has
no fear of Gop before his eyes, may confider
them; but to the enlightened and religious
mind, they are moral laws, in a higher fenfe
—laws of our creator, for the conduét of our
life and manners.  They cannot therefore be
tronfgreffed, without offending againft his
will and amhorzt}-—-without incurring  guilt
in his fight, and rendering ourfelves obnoxi-
ous to his wrath ard difpleature, as the
great and rightecus governor of the world.
¢ The Lorp 1s 1n his holy temple, the
“ I.ori’sthrone 1s 1n heaven; his eyes be-
“ hold, his eye-lids try the children of men.
¢c Ihc Lorp tricth the righteous ;3 but the
wicked and him that lovcth violence, his
“ foul hateth.  Ujon the wicked he fhall
““ rain fnares, fire and brimftone and an hor-
rible tempeft.  This fhall be the portion
of thewr cup. IFor the righteous Lorb

‘“ loveth

€<
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¢¢ loveth the rizhteous, his countenance dotl,
¢« behold the upright.”

Ir we can find what are the laws and rules,
which men, as rational creatures, muft ob-
ferve, that they may arrive at the greateft
happinefs and perteflion of their nature, thefe
are the laws which they muit obferve, wkhen
united in political bodies, in order to pro-
mowe the common good of fociety. The
{faine virtue and integrity, truth, juftice and
honour, which, we vencrate in a private cha-
rater, muft be foundin the public admi-
niftration, and generally prevailing among a
people, or a ftate. cannot be united, peaceful

and happy in itfelf, and refpectable in the
world.

Hence in all well regulated civil com-
munities, laws of natural, univerfal and un-
changeable obligation hold the firft rank :
They are fuch fixed means of union, peace
and happinefs, that no other can or cught to
be fubtlituted in their room. It may howe-
ver be obferved, that the force of civil fociety
cannot extend to all laws of this kind; but
only to fuch upon the ob'ervation of which
the common quiet of mankind entirely de-
pends. To do to our neighbour as we
would that he fhould do to usis one of the
plaineftictates of reafon, and a law of uni-

verfal
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verfal equity and obligation. It compre-
hends the whole of focial duty, and extends
to kindnefs, humanity and mercy, as well as
to truth and juflice. But although it is the
great rule of our conduét and the bond of fo-
ciety, it cannot in its whole extention have
the force of a civil law in commonwealths.
Controverfies about the violation of it would
be perplexed and intricate: Litigious {uits
would be infinitely multiplied: The good
and virtuous would bedeprived of the moft
valuable part of their charater: and the
ftate would be torn with inteftine divifion and

difcord.

BurT, tho'all the laws of nature cannot be
enforced with civil fantions, yetevery righte-
ous ftate adopts thofe, which are neceffary for
the prefervation of the public peace, and for
anequal and impartial diftribution of rewards
and punifhments. The good and virtuous,
who are influenced to do well out of rever-
ence to Gop, and fincere love to mankind,
muft be protected and encouraged; and the
wicked and diforderly, reftrained by the dread
of punithment. The great laws of juftice
muft be armed with a civil force, and never
allowed to be tranfgreffed with impunity.
Such, for inftance, is that ftatute of Jeno-
vaH, the Gop and King of Ifrael, ¢ Ye fhall

“ do no unrighteoufnefs; in judgement,
in
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¢ in mete-yard, in weight or in meafure.
¢« Juft balances, juft weights, a juft ephah,
« and a juft hin, fhall ye have.” This law
muft be admitted into every civil ftate; but,
that it may have force in fociety, the public
ftandard muft be fixed ; the moft convenient
weights and meafures, determined ; the man-
ner of their being tried, afcertained ; and an
awful penalty annexed to tranigreffion.
Thefe are circumftances, which are not de-
termined by the law of nature; but muft be
adjufted by civil regulations fuited to the
condition of particular commonwealths.

Tue principles and laws of juftice are fix-
ed and unchangeable—they depend not on
human authority ; but the particular regula-
tions, by which they have force in fociety,
as civil laws, not being determined by the
law of nature, may be changed, when they
are found inconvenient and hurtful to the
community. Hence the legiflative authority
of a ftate, extends to the repealing of old, as
well as the making of new laws.

NEVERTHELESS, great care fhould be tak-
en in framing laws, that they may be fuited
to the pecuiiar ftate of a peoyle, and have an
equal and uniform operation fur the public
good. New and dificrent circumitances re-
quire new and differcut regulations in focie-

ty




( 16 )

ty, fitted to the occafions which produce them
But the fundamental laws, by which a peo-
ple are compacted together, like the laws of
the natural world, muft have a fixed confift-
ence and duration.  Such, in general, are
laws relating to perfonal llberty, the privileges
of the fubje& and the powers of the magif-
trate—to private property and the execution
of juftice—to the punithment of evil-doers
and the prefervaticn of the public peace—to
marriage, educaticn, religion, and the rights
of confcience—to the publlc forms, and or-
der o¢f government—and to the revenues and
taxes, by which the ftate is fupported.  Fre-
quent changes even in the external appen-
‘dages, much more an unfixednefs in the laws,
and a want of ftability in the public adminif-
tration, diminifh the energy and dignity of
government, and will be attended with unea-
finefs and difcord.

I suart only add, that as the beft and
moft ufeful laws can be of no ufe, unlefs {ub-
jects be trained up and educated in a manner
of living conformable to them, every wife
ftate will pay great attention to the education
of children, and to all fuch regulations, as
are necex’ﬁzw for the inftruétion of the pco-
plein the principles of piery and virtue.
'The beit fecurity men can have, of living to-
gether in harmony and love, is from the

prevalence
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prevalence of true religion, and adue regard
to the will and authority of the fupreme be-
ing. Religion and virtue, ate the ftrongeft
bond of human fociety, and lay the beft foun-
dation of peace and happinels in the civil
ftate.

I rrocEED, in the next place, to confider
the importance of a good public-adminif-
tration of government, to the peacé and hap-
pinefs of a people.

ALy the qualifications of a good adminif-
tration may be fummed up in two heads, the
ability and faithfulnefs of thofe, who are 1n-
trufted with the weighty roncerns of the ftate:
To one or the other of thefe two things may
be referred, whatever can be defired or ex-
pected in a good ruler. Thefe qualifications
are of the higheft importance, in every ad-
miniftration. A free people, under Gop,
may juftly put confidence in fuch an admi-
niftration, and not find themfeives dxfap-
pointed, as they muft unavoidably be if they
commit themfelves into the hands of weak
or wicked men. The former, though they
mean never {o well, are unable to do good ;
the latter may improve their great talents, to
do mifchief: Neither of them are fit to be
intrufted with the great affairs of ftate. Who,
on the one hand, would willingly truft his

C whole
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whole intereft to the power and difpofal of a
- man of the greateft abilities, but deflitute of
honour and conicience; or on the other
hand, who would undertake a dangerous
voyazc, on the boifterous ocean, under the
comimand of the moft upright and honeft
man, who had no knowledge of the art of na-
vigation, nor any acquaintance with the feas.
In comumon affairs no honeft man will under-
take any bufinefs for which he knows he is
unfit, though he fhould be folicited to do it:
The fame fhould be obferved by men, invit-
ed to ferve the public. 'When a people have
raifed men of weak abilities to pofts of hon-
our, it may feem hard to negleét them ; and
1t muft, indeed, be ungrateful, if in any good
degree, they maintain the dignity of their
ftations, and advance the public good ; and
efpecially, if the pofts they hold, were un-
fought, and conferred without felicitation.
Neverthelels it thould be confidered, that
chofe, who undertake the aftairs of the pub-
lic, are as anfwerable for their abilities, as the
oldier for his courage, when he inlifts into
ilie tervice of his country.  The fafety of the
pubdlic is to Le prelerred to the honour of an
mdividual.

Here I might delineate more fully the
character of an able and faithful adminmiflra-
tion ; but I will not enlarge, and fhall fay

only
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only in a few words, that the principal
lines of it, are knowledge, wifdom, and pru-
dence, courage and unfhaken refolution, righ-
teou{nefs and juftice, tunpered with lemty

mercy, and compaflion, and a fteady firmnefs
of public meafures, when founded in wifdom
and the public good, together with infiexible
integrity, the fear of Gob, and a facred re-
gard to the moral and reiigious interefts of
the community. Thefeare the great cha-
rateriftics of an adminiftaticn, which will
procure relpect and confidenice; and hasthe
beft tendency to promote the happinefs, u-
nion and ftrength of a people, and to render
them as a “ city, that 1s compact togeiher.”

Ir a virtuous people venerate rulers of this
chara&er, and unite their endeavcurs with
them in advancmrr all the noble ends of fo-

ciety, they will have the fairelt profpect of
peace and profperity ; which was the laft
thing, 1 propofed to be confidered.

LeT the firft objed, exciting the attention
of a free people, be the charalter of thoft,
whom they introduce into public offices;
and, the next, that they reverence the worthy
magxﬂ:rate, fupport him 1n his office and dig-
nity, and fhew a ready obedience to the laws
of the ftate.

Now
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Not only may a people be delivered intg
the hands of tyrants, as the rod and fcourge
of heaven for their impiety and madnefs; bue
through their own folly, «“childfen may be
their princes, and babes rule over them.”
Sucha ¢ people fhall be opprefied every one
by another, and every one Ly Lis neichbour.”

Happy the {ree and virtucus peonle, who
pay imLt aitention to the natural ariftocracy,
which 1s the inftitution of heav en ; and 2~
pears in evexy affombly of inarkind, on what-
ever oceafion, thy are met toge hu i~
pv the p eu;uc \"ho have witdom rodifcern the
true patriot of {aperiour abilities, 1n all his
conniels ever manifefling a fincere regard o
the pubtic good, and never woth afeinih view
artenepting to deceive them, mto hurttul
meafures ; and happy the jeople who il
tinguith him from the defigning  dema-

gogue, who, while he fooths thcm m thel
vices, and farters them with high notions of
liberty, and of ealing their buu‘cns, is plung-
mcr them into the dqnhs of mifery and bon-

agu.

ITow idle are all difputes about a technical
ariftocracy, if people difregard that divine
injunéion, given by Mofcs, to the free elec-

ors of 1frael, when he was about to appomt
10114(3 aﬁxﬁ.ants in government, ¢ Take ye

wile
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¢ wife men and unden[tmding and known
¢ among your tribes” for their great abili-
ties and good deeds, ¢ andl will make them
rulers over you.”

Suvcw an ariftocracy 1s founded in merit
and defigned by the Gop of guverment und
order to dire@ u five people in the choice of
tiwir judges and public magiftrates.  Riches
are 1o far neuﬂ'ary as to raife the judge and
counlellor above the tempmuon of trani-
grefling for a peace of bread, neverthelefs
this ariftocracy is derived from mcrit and that
iniluence, which a characer for fuperiour wif=
dom, and known fervices to the common-
wealth, has to produce veneration, confidence
and efteem, among a people, who have felt
the benefits, and enjoy the advantage of be-
ing under fo happy a direCtion.

Tuis influence of chara&er in the lan-
guage of the Roman republic, was called
Aufloritas patrum, and the veneration p:ud to
it by the people, Verecund'a plebis. It is ef-
fentially neceffary in all good goverments,
but efpecially the life and fpuit of a happy,
free and republican ftate, which fubiifts on
the virtues of 1ts ciiizens, and can never,
while any found wifdom is left to direét the
public choice, by defign commit the civil ad-
miniftration into the hands of men deftitute of

politicaj
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political abilities, or who are the patrons of
vice.

It is therefore, of the highelt importance
to the being, happinefs and peace ofl “ee re-
publics, to thew a fixed and unalteiable e
gard to merit 1y the choice of their rmlers:
'The next thing is to difcover a defereuc: and
fubmiflion to authority, obedience to the laws,
a {pirit of righteoufnefs and peace, and a dif-
pofition to promote the public good.

Howouvr and refpect are due to rulers .
The order and good of fociety require exter-
nal marks of diftin&ion, and titles of emi-
nence to be given them. This i1s due to
their office; an honour paid to the inftitution
of government ; but there is a further honour
due to them, when they are faithful in exc-
cuting the truft committed to them, and di-
rect all their actions to advance the true in-
tereft of the ftate. In this view, good rulers
alone can be honoured, becaufe they alone
deferve efteem and refpeét.  We owe obedi-
ence and fubjection to all rulers in the execu-
tion of their office, according to the laws of
the land ; but, as to cordial affection, vene-
ration, efteem and gratitude, thefe are due
only to the worthy magiftrate ; and the debt
will be paid by all virtuous citizens, although

he fhould be blafphemed, arraigned, and con-
demned
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demned by the fa&tious and difcontented,
who wifh that there fhould be no righteous
government in the world,

Ir we wilfully tranfgrefs the laws of focie~
ty and refift the juft coremands of civil au-
thority, - we do an injury not fo much to the
magiilrate, as to the comrnunity, and expofe
ourielves to thehigh difpleafure of Almighty
Gon, whofe authority 1sabove all human con-
ftitutions, and can never ke annulled by the
decrees of kings and nobles, the confults of
fenates, o, the joint confent of a people,

T'ni1s1s the fentiment of 2 great and good
man, who wvell knew the ri; rhts of human
natule, and :he privileges of a fubjeét, which
Le had -ie courage o plead ucforu kings and
mi <..-~..‘Lu- Immn the apoftls Paul, who,
illuminated with the lxl]u\VlLd”L of C}‘llﬁldn-
ity, aa? inipired wirh the benevolence of the
golpel, the flave of no party, in the greateft
tranfports o zeal, {poke only the words of
cruth and {obernels.  The doétrine he deliv-
cred was not the effect of fervile flattery and
fhameful cowardice: It proceeded not from
the 1piric of fear, but of love and a found
mind = It s fo exprefled as at once to de-
clare the great end of civil government,
tlie duty of the magiflrate, and the reafon-
avlencls of the fubjects obedience. It con-

tains




[ 24 )

tains both an effe€tual guard againft fupport-
ing tyranny and oppreffion, and a moft feri-
ous and folemn warning againft lawlefs re-
bellion, anarchy and confulion: It is deliv-
ered as a divine injunétion upon chriftians,
in a letter to the faints at Rome, and is pro-
fitable for all ages, and efpecially feafonable
for the prefent. ¢ Let every foul be fubje&t
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to the higher powers. For there is no
power but of Gon. The powers that be
are ordained of Gov. Wholoever there-
fore refifteth the powtr, refitteth the ordi-
nance of Gop, and they that refift fhall
receive judgment to themfelves.  For ru-
lers are not a terror to good works, but to
the evil.  Wouldit thou then not be afraid
of the power ? do that which is good, and
thou fhalt have praife of the fame. For
he is the nunifler of Gop to thee for good.
But if thou doft evil, be afraid, for he
beareth not the {fword in vain: for ke is the
minifter of (Gon, a revenger to execute
wrath, upon him that doeth evil.  Where-
fore ye muft nceds be fubjedt, not only for
wrath, but for confcience fake. For, for
this caute pay ve tribute alfo : for they are
Gon’s minifters, attending continually up-
on this very thing. Render therefore to
all their dues @ tribute to whom tribute is
due; cufton, to whom cuitein; fear to
whom {ear: honcur to whom honour.”
WHEN
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- 'WaEN a conftitutional government is con-
verted into tyranny, and the laws, rights and
properties of a free people are 0pen1v invad-
ed, there ought not to be the leaft doubt but
that a remcdy confiftent with this doétrine of
the apoftle, is provided in the laws of Gob
and reafon, for their prefervation ; nor ought
re(iftance in fuch cafe to be called rebellion.
But who will imagine, that Gop, whofe frit
law, in the world ofnature and reafon, is or-
der and love, has commiffioned men of a pri-
vate charalter, with a lawful power, on every
pretence of fome pubhc mifianagement, to
inflame and raile the mulcicude, embmll the
ftate, and overturn the foundations of public
peace.,

CIVIL fociety can exift no longer, than
while conneéted by its laws and con{htutxon :
Thefe are of no force, otherwife than as they
are maintained and defended by the members
o’ the commonwealth,  This regular fuppoxc
of authority is the only fecurxt\', a people can
have again(t violence and injultice, fcuds and
animofities, in ti¢ unmolefied ("PJOVIT}( nt of
their honeft a-quilitions: Flence the vary end
of civil focicty demunds, that the Orders of
gmvcr‘nm"-‘n: L. cinforced ; the founuhw cf

juitice, k ept open; the {lreams, preferveld
pore; and the ﬂau,, defenaed d”?{lnpl all ir -
ternal aina foreignviolence, Thefe ends can

D never
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rever be attained, under the moft excellent
conflitution and laws, but by means of an a-
ble and faithful adiviniftration, and the con-
curring zeal and affittance of all good and
Virtuous citizens.

ArtiovcH fome exclude religion and the
profeflion and worfhip of the gofpel from
having any concern in the happinefs of civil
Foucty and in the choice of rulers among a
free people, yet without religion, a people hap-
pily united in all other refpe&s, want the
bond, moft effentially neceffary to preferve
the union, and to excite every onc to faithful-
nels in his ftation.

Tue chief glory of the gofpel is, that it o-
pens the way "of falvation to a fallen world,
and contains the words of eternal life : And
were not this its great and diftinguithing ex-

cellence, 1t wauld te of fonuch lefs 1mpoxt~
ance to mankind, as the concerns of eternity
are greater than thole of time. It does every
thing for cur happinefs in this werld, which
can be effected by the meft excellent pre-
cepts of morality, and by inftruting us in
all the dutics, we oweto Gon, our nugh-
bour and omfclvc At the fame time, 1r
binds us to the moﬂ unremitting diligence
and perfeverance in all good works, by the
folemn account we mull aive toou righteous
judge, for all the deeds done in the bodv

Tuas
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Tre blefied geofpel is thcchorc the befl
privilege which a people can enjo) ; and
were its precepts duly obiuvcd the civil ftate
would be in the beft order, and in the mofl
excellent condition.  Perfons of all ranks,
accordinyr to their abilities, would be bleflings
to the community . ‘L'he toundations of our
Jerufalem would be Lud wich polifhed itones,
and rhe city of eur *habitation be built up
withaut the noife of faws and hamymers. The
fione would not ery out of the wall of public
frauc . nd oppreflion, nor the beam out of the

nnazr aniwer it; but our officers would be

peace, and our exaltors righteoufnefs; our
walls would be called falvacion and our gates
praitv, and no wafting violence and deltruc-
tion would be heard in our borders.

Havine pointed out the piinciples and
maxtns, on which civil union and happinels
depend, and confidered boin the charactar of
a good adminiftration of government, and
what 1s required of the fuL;c&J and citizens
of a free ftate, I proceed to addrels and exhort
the (everal orders of men prelent, that in their
feveral places they ufe their beft and mofl
faithful endeavours for promoting the public
peace and profperity, that this dml the United
States, may, after the model of Jerufulem,
be < bulldcd, as a city that 1s compact to-

gether.”

In
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In the firft place, duty rccﬁuxrce, that with
the greateft refpect and reverence the publi¢
exhortation be addrefied to his Excellency,
Governor HunTtingTON, the C‘nef Mag-
Mtrate of this free State.

MaAy 1T PLEASE YOUD. EXCELLENCY,

WhHiILE I congratulate my fellow-citizens,
on the return of tlusjox ful ‘anniverfary, 1 beg
leave to addrefs your Excellency, with the
honours of the day, and the thanks of a grate-

ful people for all the peaceful bleflings of
your admxm{‘crauon. -

"THE many faithful and impertant fervices
rendered to your country, in the moft "diffi-
cult and interefting affairs ¢f this and the
United States have diftinguithed you with
honour, among the patriots of America—en-
rolled your name, in the immortal lift of thofe
areat and noble perfonaoes, who in the moft
heart-fearc hing times, {ealed the independ-
ence of Amcrxca, adventured to fit at the
head of the national council—and added you
to the bright conftellation of the illuftrious
Statefmen and Governors of this free com-
monweaith,

How different is the flation of a chief ma-
gilrateina frec government, who lives in the
hearts
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hearts of the people, from that of the arbi-
trary celpot, who has many flaves, but not a
loval fubjeét 2 All feem to adore the tyrait,
and tremble at the leaft motion of his eye,,
while they figh for a change ; and at the firft
blow, the idol 1s pulled down, and trampled
under foot. The confidence and efteem of a
virtuous and free people are derived from
known and approved merit, and have a laft-
ing foundation. The chair of ftate is mark-
cd with this MOtto, FOR THE BEST AND THE
WORTHIEST CITIZEN,

I sincerELY with your Excellency, the moft
pleafing fatisfaction, in the efteem, veneration
and gratitude of your citizens; but I per
fuade myfelf you look to an higher fource of
joy, and to a greater witnefs of integrity,
than the moft unanimous approbation of a
fenfible and grateful people : I mean the
nefs of ronfuence, appealing to the gXat
fearcher of hearts, that in the whole of your
public condué, and in all the private walks
of life, you have confidered yourfelf, as the
fervant of the Moft High Gob, and devoted
all your abilities, ultimately to the honour and
fervice of the eternal king.,

THrs 1s that re&itude of intention and en-
deatour, which 1s able to give calm peace

through all the changin; fcenes of life, and
all
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all the uncertainties of earthly greatnefs ; and
even in the view of approaching death, and
the profpeét of the appearing and kingdom of
our Lorp Jisus Curist. It cannot there-
fore, fail of affording your I'xcellency ferene
jov, while with an unreproaching heart, you
look round on the affembled comn*lonwealth ;
-and with an unruffled mind, meet the great
event of this day,

SunouLp the providence of Gop, and the
voice of this free people continue your Excel-
lency in the firft feat of government, I would
with the deepett humility and refpe&t, hon-
oured fir, beleech and even charge you,in the
prefence of the fupreme judge and this areat
congregation, to look to the grace of the
eternal Jenovaw, that you may be furnifhed
for, and be found faithful in the high em -
ployment. You will not think it, bcncath
your exalted dignity, to be exhorted by one
of the meaneft of Curist’s fervants, to ac-
kncwledge the infinite fource of wifdom, in all
vour ways, and to afk the direction of heaven,
in all your paths, that truth and integrity may
ever guide you ; and righteoufnefs and mer-
cy bethe girdle of your loins,

I am perfuaded, that the peace and happi-
neis of this, and the United States, cannot be
bulit up and eftablifhed, but upon the mux-

me
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ims I have pointed out and recommended.
You, Sir, are a malter-builder on the walls of
our Jerufalem: Let not thefle walls be daub-
ed with the untempered mortar of injuftice,
jealoufy and difcord ; but may they be ce-
mented by the uniting principles of juftice,
benevolence and pubhc {pirit.

Tue poit afligned vour Excellency, in di-
vine providence, 1s high and honourable,——-
the employment, great “and weig ghty, the ob-
Jc&s 11 view, bcautxful and glorwus, and the
motives, fuch as may well infpire a noble and
generous breaft, with the warmeft zeal, the
moft unfhaken fortxtude, and the moft unre-
mitting perfeverance, in the moft faithful en-
deavours, to an{wer the great ends of the ex-
-alted ftation, you hold in this commonwealth,
Some of thefe objets, motives and ends are
the exaltation of Jewovaw, the Kingz and
Governor of the univerfe—the hmh im-
portance and dignity of government, the
crreat foundation of peace and quiet—your
own honour 1n being furnithed by Gop with
areat abilities of eminent uf fefulnefs—the lofs
or prefervation of public liberty, and the
rights of a free peopie, on which depends the

ap[,meis of thoufands, or the mxiexy of mil-
Yions,—the caufc of religion and virtue, and
the confequences of thein on the prefent and
eter nal interefts of mankind—the peace and

bets
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bet good of civil fociety; and the honour and
{afety of this, and the United States,—and
finally the joys or the forrows of that great
and glorious day, when dignity and power
will be no defence ; but the higheft potentate,
and the meaneft flave, will ftand withour dif-
tinction before the {upreme and eternal jud:e,
and receive the folemn, and decifive fentence
from his mouth.

Turse, Sir, are weighty confiderations,
which I humbly addrefs to your conftant a.-
teniion, that under the influence of them,
you may be found faithful, and inect :iie final
approbation of vour Lord. In the weight
of governinent, you will be encouraged ar.d
aflitted by gocd men and virtvous citizens ;
wihofe continual and earneft pruver will be,
that the blefling of Aimighty Gop may ar-
tend and render your adimimiftratioa fusceff-
tul for the nonour of Goo, the advance.nent
of ety and virtue, the vue inercit ot rhis
and the Unrited Stares of America, and the
ocneral good of mankiad.

NMav vour Izccdlency long live, the or-
nament of your counuy and the church of
Curist.—INviav vou be happy in the conici-
oulnets of faithifully ferving Gen and your
people ; and have the unipeakab;e joy of be-
holding them fufe, virtuous and free,—Anr:,

Wiiil
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when the Supreme Difpofer of all events, fhall
difmifs you from the fervices of this world,
whether you fhall then be in public life, and
the chief magifttacy over this people, or free
from public cares in the ferene retirements
of 4 peaceful old age, may you experience
the folid fupports of the chriftian hope, fhare
in the rewards of grace, and fhine with un-
fading glories, in the kingdom of the Re-
deemer.

Ler the public exhortation in the next
place be acceptable to His Honour, Lieuten-
ant-Governor WoLcorTt, the Honourable
Counci Lors, and the Refpetable Repre-
SENTAT.vES of this State.

HoNouRED GENTLEMEN,

How happy will it be if the Magiftrates
and Reprefentatives of this State fhall enter
upon public bufinefs, with a noble f{ptric of
true patriotifm, having no narrow and pri-
vate interefts at heart ; but fecking the good
of our Jerufalem; build it up on the great
foundations of truth and righteoufnefs. Then

peace will be within our walls; and profperity
within our palaces.

A seirisa and contra&ed fpirit in any
member of fociety is a great blemifh ; but in
a chief ruler—in a ferator—in the reprefent-

E ativc.
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ative of a free people, it is vile—it is odious,
and unpardonable.  Let this fpirit be ban-
ithed from public counfel ; or it will deftroy
all harmony of fentiment, and lead into the
narrow by-paths of private ambition and
felf-exalration : The builders will not un-
derftand each other’s language ; fcenes of
confufion enfue, and the public refolutions
fhew more the complexion of party-attach-
ment, than the public good.

Ir the leaders of a people are not united
in the great maxims of government, and
maintain not fteadinefs in the public admin-
iftration, the people never will, nor can be
eafy. And when a community is rent by
the animofities and different views of their
principal leaders and citizens, a republic is
verging towards an ochlocratical ftate, in
which the prevalence of a party, is no fure
token of truth. In this fituation, juftice may
be overborne by the violence of mifguided
paflion, blind to the true intereft of the people
and, the beft means of fafety. An Aniftides
through envy, was banifthed by his citizens ;
and Cicero, the friend of liberty, of the laws
and conftitution of his country, for his wife
and vigorous meafures, in defeating and
cruthing the Catalinarian confpiracy and re-
bellion, under the adminiftration of a furious
tribune was driven from kome : But, when

the
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¢ . ave of party had fubfided, and the people
were recovered to their fenfes, they recalled
him, with every mark of public honour; and
ftiled him the father and preferver of his
country ; an honour never before conferred,
on a Roman citizen,

NEever was union in counfel and in pub-
lic exertions, more neceflary in America, than
at the prefent day. If we improve the ad-
vantages, which Providence has put into our
hands, we may be a great and flourifhing peo-
ple, happy and united among ourlelves, and
our name be refpectable among the nations.
Bur, if we forget the Gop of our falvation,
and negle&t the means of virtue and religion,

with which we are favoured above any people
on earth—if we are divided, and contend a-

bout every plan devifed for ftrengthening
the national union, and reftoring the nation-
al honour and fafety—if the feveral {tates, lof-
ing fightof the greatend of the confederation,
are influenced by meer local and partial me-
tives, and if, in their refpelive and diftin&
jurifdiétions, they forfake the paths of right-
eoufnefs, we fhall become the {fcorn and con-
tempt of foreign nations, a prey to every
bold invader ; or {all by inteftine divifions,
till we fink into general ruin, and univerfal
wretchednefs.

Ir
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Ir any one doubt this, let him confult the
hiftory of nations, and efpecially of Ifracl ;
Lec him look into the book of the Lamcnta-
tions of Jeremiah. There, the Hebrew Pro-
phet and mourner appeurs a man of’ forrows
and compacted with griefs : He breaths in
fighs, and f{peaks ingroans ; Complicated
fcencs of horror and dxﬂ;rcfs ftrike all ouy
fenfes, while we hear the lamentations of his
broken heart, mourning the ruins of Jerufa-
Jem, the cruel ﬂaughtex, and captivity of the
people, the defolation ot the temiple, and that
¢ from the daughter of Zion, all her beauty
was ¢ departed "’

I TrERETORE, purfuadem\ felf, Gentlemen,
that in full eonfidence of your zeal for the
public good, I may with all deference and
freedom, recommend to your attention, the
honour and fafety of the confederate repub-
lic, 3s being of the fame importance to the
happinefs and detence of the feveral ftates,
as the peace nd profperity of Jerufalem,
were to the feveral tribes of Ifrael,

... Ir the national union, by concentrating
“the wifdom and force of America, was the
means of our falvation from conqueft and
ﬂavery-—-xt' the exiftence, liberty and inde-
pendence of thefr ftates, and their national
character, importance and glory depend ftill

upon

;o
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upon their united firmnefs and ftrength—if
this union be neceflary for the decifion of
controverfies, which might otherwife engen-
der wars among themf{elves, and be the only
probable means of their fafety and defence a-
gainft foreign nations,~and if without it, the
American commerce and intercourfe can
never be refpectable, fafe and extenfive in the
various parts of the world.—If theie things
are true, which I leave, Gentlemen, to your
own confideration, cer:ainly there are no ob-
je&s of greater magnitude and importance,
more loudly calling the attention of America,
than the nationsl union, the ncceflity of fup-
orting the national honour, and to give the
?cderal' government energy at home, and ref-
pectability abroad. B

I wovrp, Gentlemen, beg lgave to afk,
whether to neglect the great intereft of the
whole, and to imagine that each ftate can
fingly preferve and defend 1tfelf, be not as ab-
furd, as if feveral men, at an amazing coft,
fhould lay a coftly foundation, and ereét the
mighty frame of a moft magnificent palace;
and then, before the expence be paid, from
a fondnefs of finithing, each one, his own
room, and of enjoying the pleafures of his fe-
paiate apartment, they fhould fall into fuch
contention and divifion, as not only to leave
the frame neglected, uncovered and expofed

to
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to continual decay and ruin, but the whole
undertaking liable to that curfe, pronounced
in the book of Goo. ¢ Wo unto hin, that
s buildeth his houfe by unrighteoutnefs, and
¢ his chambers by wrong; that uieth his
neighbours fervice wirhout wages, and
giveth him not for his work.”

”

4

LY

<
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I own, Gentlemen, I am concerned for the
national honour and nappinefs; and were 1
Jo confult only my own feelings, 1 might

old up to your view, the dying languors of
the national union, as foreboding ruin, divi-
fion, or fome dreadful convulfion, to thefe
ftates. But perhaps, my fears are grounded
not in the ftate of the nation, but in the want
of an extenfive knowledge of public affairs.
You will, however, give me leave to hope,
that the greateft attention will be paid to all
juft and reafonable meafures, for fupporting
and maintaing the liberty and glory of the
American ftates, and republic.

I onLy add, Gentlemen, on this fubjed,
my moft fincere prayer, that heaven would
gul. gl your deliberations, and colle¢t and
unite the wifdom and patriotifm of America,
in the propofed convention of the ftates, in
fome juft and equal fyftem of federal fubor-
dination, effectually fecuring the internal lib-

erty and fovereignty of the ftates, and giving
fuch
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fuch dignity and authority to the federal
government, that it may be the means of fe-
euring the peace, and profperity of the whole ;
and the benefit of it reach to the moft dif-

tant ages, and increafe from generation to
generation to the lateft pofterity.

I persvaDE myfelf, Gentlemen, you will
have a watchful regard to the rights and pri-
vileges of this people; and in all reafonable
ways, eafe their burdens and relieve their for-
rows. Youaretoo well acquainted, to need any
information of the uneafinefs, difcontent and
complaints, which prevail in the ftate. I will
not prefume to fay. how far, thefe complaints
are without any juft foundation—how far,
they arife from the real diftreffes and burdens
of the times—how far, they are founded in a-
ny real, or {uppofed miftakes, in the public
adminiftration—or how far they have been
nurfed and cherifhed, by mien of power and
influence; whofe office required them, to
quiet the voice of murmuring, inftead of in-
flaming the public, in order to anfwer thei
own ends, and procure felf exaltation, or to
prevent that of others. But, from whatever
different and oppofite fources, thefe com-
plaints arile, you _.nnot do your people more
eflential fervice, than to apply the moft faith-
ful counfels and prudent means, for the re-
moving and healing them. :

g
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Ir any of the evils, the people fuffer; have
been occafioned by their own imprudent con-
duc, you will neverthelefs pity them; and
aﬂ'ord all the relief in your power. This 1S

to a& the part of a kind and tender fathery
who would not by unreafonable feverity, puth
his children on to ruin and defpair. But,
though you pity and ftudy to relieve them in
troublc, you muft not fupport them in vice
and diforder. As a faithful phyfician will
fonctimes ufe palliatives, but will never gra-
tify a fick patient to his diftruéion: So as
far as may be confiftent with the great rules
of rightcoufnefs : you will fuit the public
conduét to the infirmities of the people, but
you cannot confent to meafures of 1niquity,
which will work ruin and mifery to the ftate.

Hear all the equitable petitions of the
people ; but fhould they afk you to be un-
righteous, ftop your ears: Be merciful and
compamonatc ; but maintain a conduct con-
fiftent with the dignity, faith and honour of
government, and with thofe fixed rules and
everlafting inaxims, by which itis to be ad-
miniftered. Itisa day, in which trimmers
and time-fervers are very unfit to diret the
affairs of flate. I with, none fuch may be
found among the honourable vperfonages,
whom I now addrefs. If any of you, Gentle-
men, for acting the dictates of an upright

confcience
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ronfcience, fhould fall under the difpleature
of the pcople, you will have infinitely greater
fupport and confolation in the reétitude of
your own minds, than the highelt applaufe
fellow-mortals can give. Superior digni-
ty and virtue, in thefe circumftances of trial,
appear to the beft advantage, and fhines with
the brighteft luftre ; and will meet the appro-
bation of the great judge in the prefence of
an affernbled world.  The frowns of a mif-
guided, and the refentments of an ungrateful
people, cannot bend the true patriot to
meannefs ; nor the lofs of honour and public
ftation, tempt him to iniquity, and to confent
to fuch meafures, as in his fixed opinion and
judgement, will end in public fhame aid ruin.

Rrmemeer, Gentlemen, that while you are
examining the rights of individuals, and their
claims on one another, or on the public, you
drop the charaler of legiflators, and fhould
act by the fame fixed rules of law and equity,
as the judge on the bench. In caufes of a
judicial kind, your high charatter of fove-
reignty will not excute an arbic rary decifion,
or denial of jultice, any more than the lame
may he excufed 1n the lowelt executive court.
In granting favours, you have only to conti-
der, whether they are equitable and coniiit-
ent with the good of the community ; burt 1
dovauﬂ:lce, you have no fovereign difcre-

F tion.




{ 42 )

tion. No wife man thinks his life and eftate
fafe in the hand of a tyrant, bound by no re-
ftraint of law : Itxcufe me, Gentlcmen, when
I add, that the difcretion of a popular affem-
bly, Y ing by rofixed and known rules of
equity, is a different expreffion, but the fame
in effect, as the arbitrary will of a defpot.

bovelelgn power thould neverbe perverted to
alts of unrighteoufnnfs: Let not therefore
the notion of omnipotence, and of being a-
bove controul, infenfibly infinuate itfelf inte
your deliberations, and lead to a different de-
termination, from what you would give 1n a
different charaQler. 'With deference to your
high ftations, I am warranted with all free-
dom to affure you, in' the fear of Gup, the
almighty and eternal Judge, that the confi-
deration of not being accountable to an high-
er court on earth, thould be one of the moft
forcible motives, to engage you to the great-
eft uprightnels and nmpartiality, not only be-

tween {ubject and fubject, bur clpecially the
fubjelt and the public.  Remember, that as
in this world, there is an appeal from a lower
to an higher court, fo when the moft fove-
reicn and uncontroulable court on earth,
gives an unrighteous fentence, and wickedly
perverts ]udtrment, there 1s immediately en-
tered in the high court of heaven, an appeal

which, in the great day of general affife, will

e called, and muft be anfwered. Then you,
mv
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ny honourable Auditors, andall the kings
and judges of the earth fhall appear, and
aive an account for your condudt, while you

‘led in the character of Gods, on earth.

I nave not pointed out, wherein the dif-
ficulties and embarraflinents of the prelent
day confilt; nor what political meafures are
belt to extricate the people from them : Thefe
things, Gentlemen, belong to you, and de-
mand the exercife of your fuperior wifdom
and prudence ; but I am confident of the
real advantage of thofe principles and max-
uns, 1 have infifted on as the gteat founda-
tion of the happinefs and ftrength of civil fo-
ciety. In this, I think, I have kept within
my own limits, and can therefore with an
humble freedom, commend them to your at-
tention and confideration. To you it be-
longs to build upon them, and to improve all
your dexterity, zeal and authority to com-
pact us together. To you we lcok to heal
our wounds, to appeale our difquiet, to rectify
our diforders, and to apply thofe bands and
ligaments, which fhall hold us tooether, and
prevent our diffolution and ruin.  L'his 1s
the righteous expectation of Gon, and the
defire and hope of all good men. Be not
like the ten fpies, who brought up an evil re-
port of the good land of (,dndan, and dif-
couraged the hearts of their brethren : but

ke
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like Jofhua and Caleb, who endeavoured tq
full the people with the aflurances of good
hope, that under Gop they were able to fur-
mouat the difficultics before them.,

Norwrrunstanpine the darknefs of the
prefent day, and the public difficulues we la-
bour urder, be of cood courage, and the
f.orp be withyou T hough the carth and
i’s inhabitants be diffolved, hold up the pil-
lars thereof ; and never let this flate be re-
moved from the foundations of righteoufnefs
and wuth.  If thefe foundations have by any
rneans received a fhock, and ieem to be in a
tottering condition, let your wifdom and cou-
race give them ftability.  If the pillars of
public faith and juflice, judgment and equi-
ty have been benit and twifted, like the lim-
ber oficr, give them that ftrength and firm-
nefs, that hc" may hereafrer ftand unfhaken
as the aged cak : and let this people, and all
the world know, that you mean to be a right-
eous legifiature ; and wifh to rule over a
righteous people.

I suaLt add only ina few words, that
while in all other ways, you endeavour the
cood of this people, and expect from them a
reverential regard for magiftracy, and a
peaceable bihaviour in the flate, vou will,
Gentlemen, appoint men of virtue and religt-

ol
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on to all important offices of executive truft ;
And be yourfelves the beft examples of right-
eoufnefls and the fear of Gop. Shew your-
{felves friends to religion and virtue—to the
church of Curi1st, and the worthip of Gop—
to the minifters of the gofpel—and to the
great and 1mportant interefts of education
and learning in the ftate : By this you will
do honour to yourfelves, and efential fer-
vice to your country, merit the c¢fteem and
gratitude of good men, and meet the appro-
bation of Gop. If religion and good man-
neis be legible, not only in your laws, butin
your lives, rendering you confpicuous for pi-
ety and mercy, juftice and fobriety, your au-
thority will be ftrengthened, and your admi-
niftration fupported. The attractive force
of your examples, will engage your people to
that behaviour, which is neceffary to the peace
and profperity of the ftate; and the endea-
vours of good citizens will be united in pro-
curing and advancing the noble and benefi-
cial ends of fociety. Thus you will be the
lights of the world, the ornaments of man-
kind ; and having with eminent ufefulnefs
ferved your generation according to the will

of Gop, may you finally enjoy the rewards of
faithful fervants.

Tur public exhortation and addrefs now
turns itfelf to the Minifters of the Gofpel.
I\/IY
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My FATHERS AND BRETHREN,

W are members of civil fociety, equally
interefted init’s peace and profperity, with
the reft of our fellow-citizens ; and efpecially
¢ becaufeof the houfe of the L.orDp our Gop,”
we are bound ¢ to feck” 1t’s <€ good.” The
immediate ends of the magiftracy and minift-
ry are different, but not oppofite : They mu-
tually affift each other, and ultmmately center
in the fame point. The one has for its ob-
ject the premotion of religion and the caufe of
CHrisT ; the other immediately amms at the
peace and order of mankind in this world:
Without which, there could be no fixed
means of religion ; nor the church have a
continuance on earth, but through the inter-
pofition of a miraculous providence, con-
{tantly difplayed for its prefervation.  Hence
the church of CurisT will have no fixed re-
fidence, where there is no civil government,
until he, whofe right it is, fhall take to him-
fell k1s great power, and reign King of na-
tions, even as he is King of faints.

How thankful then thould we be for the
ordinance of civil government, which s a
token of divine forbearance to a guilty world;
and will continue till the defigns of the chrif-
tian miniftry, are accomplifned. Iiow many
have no bigher conception of the chriflian

aniniftry,
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minifltry, and the wifdom and goodnefs of
Gobp inappointing 1t, than as relating to this
world ? Hence, while they pride themfelves
in civil privileges, and perhaps, allow the
morality of the gofpel to have fome good in-
fluence on the happinefs of fociety, they have
no idea of the glory of the chriftian {cheme
of falvation, and defpife the gofpel, the mi-
niftry and the church of Gopo. And yet,
were it not, that the gofpel might be preach-
ed, and the church have a being on earth,
civil government would ceale among men.

To preach the gofpel of the Redeemer, to
open his falvation, to explain and urge his
precepts, and to reprefent the motives of the
religion taught by him, together with the ad-
miniftration of the ordinances, which he hath
appointed, are the immediate end; and the
peculiar work of the chriftian miniftry. This
1s the part, my Fathers and Brethren, affign-
ed to us, on the walls of our Jerufalem ; and
whoever is faithful ‘1 this divine employ-
ment, will at once advance the temporal and
etcrnal iaterefts of mankind,

To this work, therefore, let us attend with.
all diligence and faithfulnefs, and ufe our ut-
moft endeavours to promote the defigns of
redeeming love; in recovering finful, guilty
and miferable men, to the image and favour

of
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£f Gop, in brineing them to a life of hgli-
nefs, and to the practice of all righteoufnefs
and virtue. In doing this; we fhall be the
happy inftruments of advancing the beft good
‘of f{ociety; by leading them to the dili-
aent practice of all the dutles of the focial
and chriftian life; and render them, moft
ufeful in their refpective places But, more
efpecially, we fhall be happy, in being made
inftruments, under the facred influence of our
divine Lorp, of plucking them from the
jaws of deftruétion, and the power and tyran-
ny of Satan, of raifing them to the greateft
dlomty and petfeé‘tlon of their nature, and of
preparing them for the new Jerufalem, the
city of our Gob; ‘¢ wherein dwelleth righte-
oufnefs.”

WaiLe we look to our civil fathers for
their kind countenance and protection, it
will be our conftant care to ftrengthen and
encourage them, in the great and weighty
concerns of government, by our prayers, by
our public inftructions, and by our examples,
not only of civil iubje&ion and obedience,
but of all virtues, which adorn the chriftian
profeflion and miniftry, and conduce to the
peace and profperity of the commonweulth.

In this let us ftrive to exof, and unite all
our endeavours. What is more neceffary,
than
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than union among the minifters of Curist ?
What gives the enemices of religion more ad-
vantage, than the difcord, which has prevail-
ed among chriftians ? Or what {tabs the
caufe of the Redeemer, with deeper wounds,
than the contenion of his minifters ? Let us
not look tc¢ tne coercive power of the civil
fword, to heal thefe wounds; but to our di-
vine and almighty Saviour, to give us one
heart and onc way ; and let us ttudy his got-
pel, which contains not only the doctrines
we are to teach, and the duties we are to in-
culcate ; but the moft forcible motives of
mutual love, kindnefs and forhearunce. If
we drink at this pure fountain of benevo-
lence, and imbibe the {pirit of the n.el: and
lowly Jesus, 1t will cleanfe away our cnvy,

ride and ambition, the great fources of min-
iiterial contention. We fhall love one an-
other, and {lrive together in our endeavours,
and in our prayers for the fuccefs of the gof-
pel, and the peace of churches,

BreTrREN, our tire is thort : Our fathers
many of them are gore: Every year makes
breaches upon our order.  May Gon fandii-
fy the heavy ftrokes of the year paft, vpon the
churches, and the miniftry  that we may be
quickened to greater zeal  nd diligence in
our important work.  Fle that s faichful to
the death, fhall recetve the crown of everlafl-

G ings
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ing life and love, in the kingdom of our hea-
venly Father.

A~ Addrefs to the numerous audience pre-
fent, on this joyful occalion, fhall conclude
my difcourfe.

- N
I'rienps anp Firiow Crtizoys,

A consTrrurioN of Government, which
gives a people the liberty of choofing their
own rulers, and of being governed by laws,
eftablifhed by common confent, while they
make a wife ufe of it, is a privilege more va-
luable, than the gold of Ophir, and of great-
er importance to public happinefs, than the
rich mountains of Peru.  What fhall you do
to render this privilege, a blefling to the pre-
fent age, and hand down the joys of itto fu-
ture generations ?© Make it your conftant aim
to choofe able and faithful men, who fear
Gap and hate covetoufnefs, to be your rul-
ers; honour and encourage themin all their
endeavours to make you a virtuous, profper-
ous anc. happy people, and apply yourfelves
with diligence to your own bulfinefs, that in
your feveral ftations, you may coatribute to
the public good.

T'uz burden of government at all times,
and elpecially at the prefent, is very gre{;vtr:
¢
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We may fo behave as to render it, far great-
cr and more difficult, by our mifconduct and
ditor lerly pmchues ; and prevent the beft
fruics of the moft wife and rightcous adminif-
tration.  We may dxlcoura ¢ the I®arts and
{licken the hands of the molt worthy magif-
trates, by an unruly and difcontented {pirie,
and by an oppoiition to all their defigns for
the public good.  THow many endeavour to
enervate and avoid : force of the molt
wholefome laws of fociety ; and ufe every art
to make the people difcontented, and to pro-
mote factions in the ftate,

I Taixk 1t 1Qy duty on this folemn occa-
fion, to warn my fellow citizens, againft all
fuch vile and wicked pra&ices, which tend
to the ruin of magiftracy, and the deftru&tion
of peace and order. I with, my Fellow-Citi-
zens, all had aduefenfe of the liigh importance
of civil government, and the protection af-
forded us by the laws of our country. What-
ever {ecurity and peace, we enjoy by day or
night, at home or abroal, in thc houfe, in
the field, or by the way, are Ly means of ci-
vilunion and fociety.  Without this bond,
and the reftraint of civil inftitutions, no one
would be fafe in Dbis perfon or p.operty.
The weak would be continually expoled to
the oppreffion and injuftice of a more pow-
erful neighbour.  Civil government there-

f‘)l(‘.’»
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fore, well conttituted, and impartially adimi-
niftered, 1s one of the moft 1mportant blefi-
ings, a gracious Gop huas beftowed upon a
guilty world 5 and the,laws and conttitution
of our ccuntry are our beft inheritance, which
we fhould detend at the hazard of our lives
and fortunes. |

Ir any real or {fuppoled grievances fhould
arife in arepublic, they may be examined and
redreiled, wuhouthavum recourfe to arms,
and oppefing the govermen: of the people,
in the hands of the contt rutional authority of
the ftute.  Good rulers will efteem it, an ho-
nour hat the public conduct thould be ex-
amined, and the errors of adminiftration rec-
tiied : And if rulers appointed by the people
abutc their authority, they may be difplaced.
A republic has the mecans of redrefs within it-
{elf; and cannot be oppretled, but by 1ts own
fault and neglect.

But wiile in a free government, the public
conduct 1s open to infpection and difcuflion,
there is a great difference between the reproof
oftrzcndlhnp and the reproach of an enemy
much more between perfonal flander and a-
bufe, and a candid examination of public
miitakes and grievances, that they may be
rectificd and redreffed. The latter 1s the
right of the people and may be encouraged ;

the
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ithe former is to be detelted, nor can its venomi
be hidden, or juftified, under the cloak of
public good. Its tendency is to introduce
an imbittered party-{pirit, and to promote
factions and difturbances: It favours, not of
that wifdom from above, pure, peaceable,
gentle, eafy to be intreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrily, but of that whichis earthly, fen-
fual, devlifh : It is not a cement, having the
leaft tendency to add ftrength to the founda-
tions, beauty to the walls, or peace and prol-
perity to the palaces of our Jerufalem.

I sincereLy condole with my country,
under the heavy burden lying on the people.
If a confiderable part of this burden has been
brought upon ourfelves by imprudent con-
dult, we ought not to complain to our rulers,
and think ourlelves hardly ufed, if the foun-
dations of juftice be not removed for our
fakes. If any part of it be occafioned by un-
neceflary expences in government, and by fa-
laries and rewards, too lavifhly beltowed cn
thofe, who ferve the public, we have rightto
complain, and to expect redrefs.  And if the
claims of any men on the public, or othicr
burdens in the ftate, be unjuft, we may bold-
ly apply to our rulers for relief : For to exc.
cute judgement, todo juttice, to loofc the
bands ot wickednels, to undo the heavy bur-

dens,
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dens, to let the opprefled go free, and to
break every yoke, is the great end of their
infticution und office : Surely then, a righte-
ous Legiflature will hear all our reafonable
complaints, and eafe cur forrows.

Bout if thefe buidens alejllﬁ' the price of
our liber tv, and of all the privileges which we
enjoy, what can our rulers do, but encourage
us Lo be arighteous and induftrious peoplc,
and conurive the boft, moft eafy and effeétual
meafures for ditcharging the public debt ?—
They cannot deny that we have had an ar-
m»-h.red foldiers, and carried on a lorg
an expenfive war, in which tarough the
fignal interpofition of a wonder-working
onv1dcnce, we have been glorioully fuc
cefsful—that we are indebted to France,
Flolland and  Spain, 1 fuws 10 a large
amount—and that thoufands of cur citi-
zens have lent their £iblence and treafure
to this and the United ‘,LJ 53 miny of whom
are diitrefled by the public faiture -—---—i hey
cannot create fiiver aud pold + But fupnof-
ing, 1t were 1a their powor to furnith a “fui]
and rich ftore of thele arricles, {or which
wz might feil and mortoace our  eftates,
would not thi be the ruin of the o creater palt
of the debtors in the (tate, and of .“""" other
citizens, now 1 1. _).mﬂnng circunftances Pm
But, 1t will be taid, thev can emit a bank of

P }'!‘E)(i r
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paper money, the benefit of which was ex-
perienced in former times. A mighty bene-
fit; a bleffed privilege, indeed, if it be on
fuch a finking foundation, that the dithoneft
taking advantage of its depreciation may de-
fraud their creditors, and live and riot on the
fimplicity of their neighbours, and the {poils
of public faith.,  Would it be right, my Fel-
low-Citizens, to force {uch a medium into
the hands of the people, again{t their will and
confent? A tyrant may compel his vaflals for
gold or filver promifed, to take lead, tin,
wood or ftubble : But this would be efteem-
ed in an eaftern defpot no better, than open
and bare faced robbery. Such a thought
ought not to be entertained of the righteous
Legiilature of a free people, who enjoy the
bible, in which we are taught, that whoever
expects to be an mhabitant of the heavenly
Jerulalem, though he fware to his hurr,
changeth not.  If this bank of paper-money
be on a {ure foundation, and havez currency,
equal to gold and filver, the queltion re-
turns, how fhall we obtain 1t, un'efs we earn
it, or pledge our cilates for the redemption of
it ? In the firft method, we might as weil ob-
tain filver and gold; the latter is big withruin
to thoufands, and would rend to difcourage the
frugality, indufiry and economy, which bLe-
gin to have fo promifing an appearznce; and
maft
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muft be the means of freeing us from the
great embarraffinents we are under,

A suppex plenty of money, would not
help us; nay it would dous hurt, unlefs it
~ were obtained in that way, which would en-
courage thofe virtues in fociety, which are

the ﬂrenorth, the happinefs, and beauty of a
people. “Thefe are induftry, honefty, fruoal-
ity, and the reciprocal aéts of frlendﬂnp,
kindnefs, and mercy, which arife from the
dependencies of one upon another. Had we
a thoufand tons of filver difperfed in this ftate,
in fuch manner as fhould check the growth
of thofe victues, it would be truly the root of
all evil, and dlfpofe us to fuch a condudt,
that in afewyears, this mighty fum would
vanifh and the people become reduced to
a more wretched ftate of indigence and want;
than before: The years of plenty would foon
be over, and there arife a Jouder c1y for the
{ufpenfion of public and private jultice, than
has ever been heard in America,

I canvor my Fellow-Citizens but flatter
my{elf, that the ncceffity of the times has be-
¢un to work for its own relief, in a way con-
ducive to the public good, and the virtue
and peace of the peogle. Agriculture is
more encouraized and attended to—the herds
and flocks of l.uﬁe and {mall cattle are in-
crzafing
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cteafihg—-wool and flax are more prized—
home-manufactures begin to be thought ne-
ceflary—the dift4ft, the wheel and- loom are
becoming more fafthionable—the fhops of
trifling baubles and gewgaws are lefs croud-

ed—fuits at law diminifhed—a general {pirie
of induftry is more prevalent, and patience
and perfeverance feem only neceffary tocrown
the work.

BuT tdclofe this difcourfe and 4ddréfs;
let us my Friends and Fellow-Citizens, faith-
fully atrend to our true intereft and fafety, in
a)l thofe ways which are pointed out in wif-
dom and the circumftances we are under.”
Encourage your rulers in building up our Je-
rufalem, on the ftrong foundations of truth and
richteoufnefs—maintain in your hearts and
conduct, thofe principles and maxins of love,
benevolence and goodnefs, which will render
you a united, happy and pro{perous people.
Y.et Gop be honoured, and the grace of the
Redeciner exalted; ine faboath fan&ified ;
the worfhip and ordinances of the [.orD’s
houfe, maintained : The piovs and  virtuous
educaiign of the rifing generation, rcligiontly
regarded ; and a firm and inviolable adht
rence to the laws and inflituticns of Curisr.
manifefted by all orders and runks of men,
Then virtue and peace, righteoufiels, meicy
and the fear of Gop, will fourifh ; and eve.
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ry member of the community, will be found,
ﬁ);ccd in his proper place, and difcharging the
duties of it, B - :

Turs is that peaceful and happy ftate,
whiclk King David fo earneftly defired mighe
be the poriica of Jerufalem, and make it a
joy and a praife in all the earth. Let his ho-
ly and pious wifh be the language of all our
hearts : “ Pray for the peace of”’ our * Je-
¢ rufalem: They fhall profper that love
¢¢ thee: Peace be within thy walls, and prof-
*¢ perity within thy palaces: For my breth-
¢ ren and companions fake, I will now fay,
“ peace be within thee; becaufe of the houfe
“ of the Lorp our Gop, I will feek thy
« Good,” S
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