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é;“;.r 452‘;; people brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds, that at least thay

Ann. D-m. Shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them;” and when from (a) * Paul

Vui];gl" %: % body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs and aprons, and the diseases departe
.from them, and evil spirits went out of them.”

To sum up what has been said on this subject. Since a real miracle is such an op
ration as can be done by none but (God, or such as are appointed by him, and wag
therefore, in all ages, acknowledged as an authentic proof of a Divine mission; since
the prophets, in their predictions of the Messiah, represent him as working miracles of
a kind and merciful nature, and our Saviour, when he entered upon his ministry, and
assumed that character, displayed a wonderful power in works of the same kind; since
that power could proceed from no other cause but a communication from God, and yet

to imagine that God would communicate any part of his power to give sanction to an

impostor, is a thing repugnant to his sacred attributes ; since, upon examination, it ap= f

pears that all the marks and characters of true miracles concur in the words of Jesus, !

but violent suspicions of trick and artifice in those that are named in competition with ¢

him ; since, besides these characters of their truth, the number of those which he did & g

(besides those that were done by persons acting in his name and by his authority) wag # €

greater than what all the true workers of miracles, viz. Moses and the prophets, had . k

done through the whole compass of the Old Testament : Since these things appear to t

be thus, I say, we are under a necessity to conclude, that our Blessed Saviour must * v

have been the true Messiah promised to the Jews, and characterised in the writings ‘& 8

of their prophets; that he was the great ¢ Messenger of the Covenant” sent from :'§ k

God ; for (6) « if he had not been of God he_could have done nothing;” and conses . c

quently, that the message which he delivered to us containing this covenant, or (what fi
1s all one) that the religion which he hath settled in the world, and confirmed by so - &

many incontestible proofs (so far as the testimony of miracles is available) cannot bué "

be true. q
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SUPPLEMENTARY DISSERTATION g

L b

ON THE MIRACLES OF OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR b S

AND HIS APOSTLES. b

[SINCE the period at which the preceding Dissertation was written, objections have :

been urged against the reality of miracles in general, and of the Gospel miracles in par 1l

ticular, which seem not to have occurred to the philosophers, who were contemporary b

with our author. As these objections have been lately stated in perspicuous and very 3 <

forcible language, and disseminated among all classes of reading people, with the art’
which distinguishes one of our most popular literary journals, (¢) 1 am unwilling t
dismiss from my hands a work of this kind, without atfempting at least to expose th
sophistry which has been thus employed to undermine the foundations of our hol
religion.

A miracle has been defined— An effect or event contrary to the established constitu
tion or course of things,” or “ a sensible deviation trom the kaown laws of nature.” T
this definition I am not aware that any objectivn has ever been made, or indeed can b

(@) Acts xix. 11, 12. (b) John, ix. 8. (c) See the Edinburgh Review, No. 46:
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oade, That the visible world is governed by stated general rules or laws; or that there from Matth.

is an order of physical causes and effects established in every part of the system of na- i I]‘-uz’fﬂf? i
AN e VI, L.

ture, which falls under our observation, is a fact, which is not, and cannot be, contro- Johs v. 1. to

verted. Effects which are produced by the regular operation of these laws or physical Q}“‘;h,‘iﬁli-&“-
. - . . viarx ix. v

causes, ot which:are conformable to the established course of events, are said to be na- ; y s, 37,

tral; and every palpable deviation from this constitution of the natural system, and Jobn vii. 1.

. the correspondent. course of events in it, is called a miracle. ———

If this definition of a miracle be accurate, no event can be justly deemed miraculous
merely because it is:strange, or even to us unaccountable; for it may be nothing more
than the regular effect of some physical cause operating according to an established
thouch unknown law of nature  In this country earthquakes happen but rarely, and
at no stated periods of time; and for monstrous births perhaps no particular and satis-
factory account can be given; yet an earthquake is as regular an effect of the established
laws of nature as the bursting of a bomb-shell, or the movements of, a steam engine ;
and no man doubts, but that, under particular circumstanses unknown to him, the mon-
ster is nature’s genuine issue. It is therefore necessary, before we can pronounce an
event to_be a true miracle, that the circumstances under which it was produced be
known, and that the common course of nature be in some degree understood ; for in all
those cases in which we are totally ignorant of nature, it is impossible to determine
what is, or what is not, a deviation from her course. Miracles, therefore, are not, as
some have represented them, appeals to our ignorance. They suppose some antecedent
knowledge of the course of nature, without which no proper judgment can be formed
concerning them; though with it their reality may be so apparent as to leave no room
for doubt or disputation. ' _

~Thus, were a physician to give instantly sight to a blind man, by anointing his eyes
with a chemical preparation, which we had never before seen, and to the nature and
qualities of which we were absolute strangers, the cure would to us undoubtedly be
wonderful ;- but we could not pronounce it miraculous, because it might be the physical
effect of the operation of the unguent on the eye. But were he to give sight to his pa-
tient merely by commanding him to receive it, or by anointing his eyes with spittle,
we should with the utmost confidence pronounce the cure to be a miracle ; because we
know perfectly that neither the human voice, nor human spittle has, by the established
constitution of things, any such power over the discases of the eye. No one is now ig-
norant, that persons apparently dead are often restored to their families and friends, by
being treated, during suspended animation, in the manner recommended by the Humane
'Socie{z/. To the vulgar, and sometimes even to men of science, these resuscitations ap-
Pear very wonderful; but as they are known to be effected by physical agency, they can
hever be considered as miraculous deviations from the laws of nature, though they may
Suggest to different minds very different notions of the state of death. On the other
gnd, no one could doubt of his having witnessed a real miracle, who had seen’a person
at had been four days dead, come alive out of the grave at the ca/l of another, or who
ad even beheld a persen exhibiting all the. common evidences of death, instantly resus-
Gtated merely by being desired to live. ' Ce
ieThus easy is it to distinguish between such miracles as those of our Blessed Saviour,
ad the most wonderful phanomena produced by physical causes, operating according
to the established laws of nature. Yet-it seems difficult to admit, on any occasion, a
®uspension of these laws ; and we may safely pronounce, that they have never been sus-

£ Pended but for some important purpose, which could not otherwise have been accom-

Pshed. « Events, says an able writer, (a) may be so extraordinary, that they can hard-

be established by any testimony ;” and the instance which he gives is of an event, in

. {a) In the Edinburgh Review already referred to.
Vou. II1. 2 H
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which I am not aware that any law of nature would be suspended. < We would
give credit to a man who should affirm that he saw a hundred dice thrown in th s
and that they all fell on the same faces.” To such an affirmation I certainly would
no credit ; for though I think that a hundred dice might all fall on the same faces w
out the suspension of any known law of nature, such an event is so extremely impro
ble, and of so very little importance in itself, that it would require the evidence of mog
than one witness to establish its credibility. The author however considers it as th
violation of some unknown law of nature, and immediately infers from its not being ad
mitted on the report of one man,  that the probability of the continuance of the laws g
nature is superior to every other evidence, and to that of historical facts the best es
blished.” In this inferenice I cannot acquiesce; but before entering into any discussiofy
of the subject, it will be necessary to ascertain with some precision what is meant b
the laws of nature, and whence those laws had their origin. E
If this profound mathematician (a) be, as his countrymen in general were some yea
ago, convinced, either that there is no God; or that if there be a God, he is not th
moral Governor of the world; or that the present laws of nature, or the established: R
course of things, have existed from all eternity independent of him and of every intel:; §
lectual being, he is perfectly consistent when he says, that no weight of testimony could
prove the miraculous suspension of these laws. It would indeed be ridieulous to talk of
miracles to the atheist or fatalist; for if there were no God, or if God were not the mo.,
ral as well as physical Governor of the world, the very notion of miracles, as it is enters
tained by Christians, would involve in it a contradiction and absurdity. Tt is only with
THEISTS, therefore, and such theists as, admit{ing the moral attributes of God, believe
that the established course of things, or the Jaws of nature, were established by nr for
the accomplishment of some great and good purpose, that any discussion can be carried
on respecting the evidence necessary to prove the temporary suspension of any one of |
these Jaws ; for if they be all necessary, and have been from eternity, it is as impossible
to suspend them by any power or for any purpose, as it is to render a geometrical axiom
false. . SN
That the world, in its present state, has not existed from cternity, has been a thou- |
sand times demonstrated (b); but at present I take this fact for granted, because it i3
only to those by whom it is admitted, that what I have to urge in evidence of the Gos-
pel miracles is addressed.  Every theist who acknowledges the moral attributes of God,
aduiits, on the testimony of universal listory, sacred and profane, supported as that tes-
tunony is by the phenomena of nature, that the present magnificent system was once.
in a state of chaos, and that it must have been brought, from that state, into its present
beautiful order so plainly indicative of design and benevolence, by that God in whont
he believes. The laws therefore by which all its movements are directed : by which alk
the planets primary and secondary revolve round the sun ; by which animals and vege
tables grow and perish and succeed each other; by which passions and appetites at
generated in the human mind ; by which mankind are enabled to express their though!
by articulate sounds; by which the atoms of matter tend towards each other, and whe
brought into contact cohere together; and in one word, by which every phenomenot
corporeal and intellectual is produced, must have heen established by him. But of being
governed by laws in the proper sense of the word, as men in society ave governed. by
the acts or decrees of the legislature, brute matter is not capable. What then is meant
by the laws of nature? Let the theist, to whom I am addressing myself, revolve the
question seriously in his own mind, and he will find that the laws of nature can be nos
thing else than the volition or volitions of that God, who brought the world from th€

(@) Laplace.

(0) See the Introduction to.the History of the Old Testament, ard the Warkﬂi
there referred to, ‘
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_gtate of chaos into that of order. When by his fiat he separated the parts of the hete-
ogencous mass, and formed them into those beautiful systems which we behold, it was

his will that certain events in each system should regularly succeed each other, and that
i E (he different systems should be.so connected among themselves, as to promote some
k  oreat and wise end which he had in view. It is difficult—1I think indeed impossible—
v £ (0 conceive any other end, which a Being all perfect could have in view, than the dif-
. L fusion of happiness ; but the greatest quantity of happiness can be diffused only among
R the greatest numbers of beings susceptible of it.

8.
: Inanimate beings are not capable either of happiness or of misery; but every being
s - endowed with sense is capable of both; and every being endowed with reason as well
sidBB. o5 sense, is capable of both in a still greater degree. We must conclude, therefore,
b by that it was for the accommodation of sentient and rational beings that events were
t  made to succeed each otherin a regular order, and that the order made choice of by
BB  erfect wisdom was the best that could have been chosen for promoting the happiness
.t  of the whole sentient and intelligent creation. This being the case, we may rest assu-
she# L red that no deviation from that order ever has been, or ever will be, permitted, but for
ntef some very important purpose foreseen and provided for by that fiat which established
oulf BB  what are called the laws of nature; and that if there had been among the creatures of
Il ST God no free agents, there never would have been such a deviation from the ordinary
. moig @ course of events, as that which constitutes a miracle. But among those creatures there
nterest are free agents, and man is one of them, whose happiness depends in a very great de-
with§ gree on their own conduct ; whilst that conduct cannot, like the movements of inani-
lievaB8R  mate matter, be directed in one determinate course by impulse or pressure. Without
M fot entering at all into the question of liberty and necessity, I trust that I may assume, as
rried8 o truth unquestioned and unquestionable, that the relation between motive and action

is something quite different from that between cause and effect in physics, and that it is
by motives, and not physical causes, that the actions of men are directed. ,

Let us now-suppose that, when the Creator of the world was about to establish that
course of events, which we call the laws of nature, in such order as he knew would pro-
duce the greatest quantity of happiness to the whole sentient and intelligent creation,
he foresaw that man, for whose accommodation chiefly we must suppose this earth to
bave been fitted up, would bring himself into such circumstances, that his happiness
would become impossible, unless some one of these laws should for a time be suspend-
ed; may we not suppose that a Being of infinite power and wisdom might make pro-
vision for such an event in the very establishment of those laws? To control by force
the freedom of the human will would be to destroy that very nature on which depends
_ the greatest happiness of which man is capable (a) ; but might not some portion of in-
L animate matter be diverted for a short time from its regular course without the smallest
injury to any sentient or intelligent being in the universe? In the journal to which I

have already referred, it is confidently affirmed that it could not.

“moon merely as a luminous circle that, with certain irregularities, goes round the earth
from east to west nearly in twenty-four hours, rising once and setting once in that in-
I terval. Let this man be told, from some authority, that he is accustomed to respect,
- that on a certain day it had been observed at London, that the moon did not set at all,
. but was visible above the horizon for twenty-four hours :—there is little doubt that, af-
‘ter making some difficulty about it, he would come at last to be convinced of the truth
" of the assertion. . In this he could not be accused of any extraordinary or wrrational cre-
. dulity. The experience he had of the uniform setting and rising of the moon was but

“ Very limited; and the fact alleged might not appear to him more extraordinary than

(a) See this completely proved in Law’s edition of King’s Essay on the Origin of Evil,
" 2HZ2

From Matth,
xii. 1. Mark ii.
23 Luke vi. 1.
John v, 1. to"
Matth., xvii. 14
Mark ix. 14.
Luke ix. 37.
John vii. 1.

R ——————

“ Suppose a man, says this critic, not at all versed in astronomy,' who considers the
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many of the irregularities to which that luminary is subject. Let the same thing
told to an astronomer, in whose mind the rising and setting of - the moon were ne ;
sarily connected with a vast number of other appearances; who knew, for examp}
that the supposed fact could not have happened, unless the moon had exceedingly d
viated from that orbit in which it has always moved ; or the position of the earth’s ax
had been suddenly changed; or that the atmospherical refraction had been encreased to 4
extent that was never known. Any of all these events must have atlected such a vashed
number of others, that, as no such thing was ever before perceived, an incredible body of &t
cvidence is brought to ascertain the continuance of the moon in her regular coursef
The barrier thut generalization and the explanation of causes thus raises against creduls
and superstition,—the way in which it-multiplies the evidence of experience, is highly:
deserving of attention, and is likely to have a great influence on the future fortunes ofl
the human race.  Against the un tformity, therefore, of such laws, it is unpossible for lest
mony to prevaal.” !

Certainly, it is impossible for such testimony as that supposed, to prevail against the’
uniformity of any law of nature; for, as I have already observed, if those laws be nesbi
cessary and eternal, their uniformity can never he interrupted for any purpose or by
any power, and if they have been established by a God of perfect wisdom and good. %
ness, we may be assured that they will never be suspended for so unworthy a purpose .
as only to make the citizens of London stare, and enable one of them to try the credu- i
lity of some clown, who believes the moon to consist, according to the Scotch expres-
sion, of green cheese I What such a ridiculous tale as this, supposing it ever to have been ;
seriousiy told, would have to do with Superstition, it is not easy to conceive ; but the “:
ingenious critic might as well have told us in plain terms, that it is impossible for testi-
mony to render credible what is said of the sun and moon standing still (@) at the call =
of Joshua: for even his friend, who believes the moon to be a mere luminous circle of
cheese, if at all conversant with his Bible, must perceive that this is-what he intended
to say under the cover of a clumsy apologue. -

If the laws of nature be the work of Fate, I readily agree with him that the story
of the sun and moon standing still cannot be rendered credible by any testimony. If
those laws be, as 1 believe them to be, the constitution of an Almighty and infinitely
wise and good God, T likewise readily agree with him, that no testimony could render
credible the phenomena of the sun and moon’s standing still, but for some important
purpose that could not have been otherwise so well accomplished.  VWhat the purpose
was for which the children of Israel were separated from the idolatrous nations around ©
them, and established in the land of Canaan, has heen fully stated clsewhere ; and the _
theist, with whom I am now arguing, will admit that, whether it was real or not, that;
purpose was of great importance. Great however as that purpose was, for the reasons
elsewhere assigned, no testimony could prevail with me to believe, that, for the sake'd
it, the rotation of the earth on its axis, and the course of the moon in her orbit, wer
literally arrested, unless the same Almighty power wrought another miracle at the same
instant to prevent the natural consequences of the sudden cessation of motions so rapid.
Without this second miracle, I am as fully aware as our critic, that those cvents pro-
duced by the first, must have not only affected a vast number of others, but been also
productive of mischief—such as the reducing of the earth to a state of chaos—more than
sufficient to balance the good expected from the miracle ;s—nay, that they would have
rendered the miracle itself useless by destroying those for whose instruction it was
meant to be wrought. I confess,- however, that I Eio not perceive what injury could
have been done to any sentient or intelligent being in' the solar system, or how the dif-
ferent planets, of which that system is composed, could have been disturhed in their

(a) Joshua x. 12, 13.
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courses, by the extraordinary atmospherical refraction of part of the solar rays, by which From Matth.
| believe the miracle in question to have been affected (@). It is very true that my 3’ iu;&‘:”’f‘{
knowledge of the sciences of astronomy and optics is very limited when compared with Joba v. 1. to
that of Laplace and his friend ; but I may surelv be allowed to know more of them than i}izﬁ:‘;:";‘;“'
the man, who, without displaying any irrational credulity, believes that on a certain day Luke ix. 37.
the moon had at London, forgotten to sef. 1 have likewise conversed often, on the sub-John Vil 1.
ect of miracles in general, and of that of Joshua in particular, with philosophical lay-
men, some of whom, with respect to their knowledge of optics and astronomy, might,
without presumption, have been brought into comparison even with Laplace; and they
saw as little danger, as I do, to any part of the creation, from a temporary increase of the
refractive power of the atmosphere to any extent. Indeed all philosophical theists,
with whom T have conversed freely on such’subjects, have held the will of God to be
the immediate cause (I mean efficient cause) of every law of inanimate nature, as well as
of every deviation from those laws, which deviations were foreseen and provided for
from the beginning, when ¢ the world first rose out of chaos.” I confess likewise that
I see not how the restoration of a dead man to life, or any other miracle recorded of
our Lord in the Gospels, could affect such a vast’ number of others, as to bring what

r critic calls an incredible body of evidence against the reality of those miracles. The

most astonishing of them all has long appeared to mé to be the multiplication of the loaves
and fishes, because it seems to imply the power of creation; and we certainly have the
evidence of uniform experience, as far as experience can be had in such a case, that not
an atom of matter has been cither created or annihilated since the beginning of the
world. The quantity however of new matter added, on those two occasions, to the old,
supposing such to have been the case, was comparatively so small, that the philosophers,
who ¢ weigh not only the mountains of the earth,” but even the earth itself and all the

. planetary system,  in a pair of scales,” and who hope, by the aid of ¢ a calculus suffi-
ciently powerful, to make near approaches to oMNICIENCE,” will admit that it could not.
have greatly disturbed the motions of the earth and moon, or any other planet!

. On the principles of pure theism, therefore, though certainly not on those of atheism or
fatalism, the possibility of miracles—and even of such miracles as those of our Lord,—will
surely be admitted : but the great question is, what evidence is sufficient to render them .
credible ? The Christians say that the evidence of testimony is sufficient for this purpose,
and indeed that no other evidence can be had. That the truth of the Gospel miracles
admits, in the present age, of no other evidence than that of testimony, will be readily
admitted ; but our critic contends, as Hume had done before him, that the improbabili-

» ty of the violation of the order of those events, of which the course is known from ex-
, perience to be perfectly uniform, is so strong, that no testimony can prevail against it.

%It will always be more wonderful, he says, that the violation of such order should
have taken place, than that any number of witnesses should have heen deceived them-
selves, or-should be disposed to deceive others.” - : . .

If this doctrine be ‘true, how many facts have taken place in nature, or have been
said by philosophers to take place in nature, which not one man of ten thousand, or
even ten millions, can rationally believe to have happened? * That testimony derives -
all its force from experience,” says the critic, ¢ seems very certain ;” and Hume, as he
acknowledges, had said the same thing before him. But if this be true, upon what evi- -
dence can 1 and hundreds of millions beside me believe, that showers of meteoric stones
"have, in-different ages and distant nations, fallen from the atmosphere on the earth? 1
hever saw one such stone fall, and I have the evidence of uniform experience that the
atmosphere does not regularly generate metallic stones. Every man who is in the same
" predicament with me, has the same immense weight of experience to place in the ba-

(Ii) See t,ﬁe App‘efxdix to Dissértation 1. Book v. chap, i. of this Work.
1
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ny derives all its force from experience, how can it be possible for hundreds of millio

~ rience, the testimony of some dozens of people who may bave been deceived themselve
or disposed, like the London citizen with his moon of cheese, to deceive others? It
vain to say that we have the experience of ages, and of numbers of chemists who havg

examined the stones, in corroboration of the testimony that they fell from the heavensy
for in this argument where experience of the uniformity of the laws of nature is oppogs!

sed to testimony hearing witncess that those laws have been occasionally suspended, ngiel

experience can be admitted but individual, personal experience. The experience of 3
ages and of distant nations—indeed the experience of every individual but myself ig
known to me only by festunony ; and is it possible that any philosopher can seriously
contend that festimony derives all its force from that experience, of which we never
could have known any thing—of which, indeed, we never could have heard, hut through
the medium of testimony 2

This is surely not possible, and therefore it must be Ly every man’s indivdual per
sonal experience, by which, on the principles of Hume and his followers, the truth of
testimony is to be tried ? If so, I ought not to believe that there has ever been an ea}‘thxf
quake, for I never felt the shock of one, though I have heard of many, and of some
which were said to have been felt by numbers in the very town where I then was! I
ought not to believe that a monstrous child was ever born of a woman, for I never saw
a human being, who could with any propriety be called a monster, whilst I know, by
uniform personal experience, that every monstrous birth, if there have heen any such
births, has been a deviation from the regular course of nature. In vain shall I be told,

that carthquakes may be accounted for in certain circumstances, and shewn to be pro- BN

duced by the operation of the laws of nature; for those circumstances are probably as-
sumed for the purpose, and whether they be or not, they are made known to me only

by testimony, which I ought to disregard, because directly contrary to my uniform ex-

" perience. '

But even this mode of converting testimony into experience, cannot be had recourse ~§

to in the case of the meteoric stones; for according to one of the most scientific che-
mists of the age (a), “ it would be absurd, in the present state of our knowledge, to at-
tempt any explanation of the manner in which they are formed; for not even a conjec-
tural cause for them in the smallest degree probable can be assigned.” We are told in-

deed that the testimony produced in support of the origin of those stones, ¢ has been |

confirmed by a scrupulous examination into the natural history of the facts (the stones) ’
themselves. When the stones which were said to have fallen from the heavens came to *
be chemically analyzed, they were found to have every where the same characters, and
to consist of the same ingredients, nearly in the same proportions;” whilst no other,
stones have anywhere been found of precisely the same character. « Here thefore, says:
the reviewer of Laplace, we have a testimony confirmed, and rendered quite indepen
dent of our previous knowledge of the veracity of the witnesses.”

This inference I cannot admit; nor can I conceive by what rule of logic it is drawn
from the premises. Not to insist on the unquestionable fact, that the result of the che-

mical analysis of the stones, can be known to those myriads, who were not present when ~§

it was made, only by festimony, all that seems to me to have been proved by that analy-
sis is, that the stones in question are of one and the same species, and that the species’

itself is very uncommon. These two facts I admit to have been completely proved, for - §
I have no hesitation to receive the lestimony of the chemist by whom they were ascertain- ;.8

(a) See Thomson’s System of Chemistry, Ed. 3. Yc;]. 4, p. 163, &c.
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ed; but why stones of a singular character, found in different regions of the earth, should From Mattn.
therefore be inferred to have fallen from the heavens, I confess that 1 am yet to learn. 3 1. Mark i
. Ke V1. 1o

That a stone of two or three tons weight, as some of those meteoric stones have been, john v. 1. to
should be generated in the higher regions of the atmosphere, and float in a horizontal }fath:xvit. L
ark 1X. .

Jirection over various countries, at the distance of sixty miles from the earth, is direct- Luke ix. 37.
ly contrary not only to all my experience, but likewise to all that I know of the consti-John vii- 1.
tution of the atmosphere, as well as of the law of gravitation—the best ascertained, per-—
haps, of all the laws of corporeal nature! Am I then to reject with scorn all that I

have been told of ignited stones falling from the heavens? Undoubtedly I ought to do

so, if testimony derives all its force from experience ; for though those stones have been
chemically analyzed, and their composition ascertained by experiments, not an indivi-

dual of the human race can believe that they fell from the atmosphere, on any other

evidence than the unsupported testimony of those very few persons who have said that

they saw them fall. ¢ But it will always be more wonderful that masses of iron, py-

" rites, and earth, of the weight of two or three tons, should be formed in the higher re-

gions of the atmosphere, and even float horizontally in that rare medium, as a log of
wood floats in water, than that any number of witnesses, who affirm that they saw
them fall, should have becn deceived themselves, or disposed to deceive others.” They
may have had their origin in the heart of the earth, and been forced upwards by subterra-
neous fire ; and this may seem the more probable, that the principal ingredient in them
is iron in the metallic state; that they have been generally found hot and buried to a
considerable depth in the earth; and that such eruptions from the bowels of the carth,
through the craters of volcanoes, have frequently been accompanied by appearances in
the air which might easily be mistaken by a few individuals—almost stupified with as-
tonishment. for meteors descending from the heavens. :

In a word, it appears to me that there is not oue objection urged by Hume, Laplace,
or any of their pupils, ‘against the sufficiency of testimony to prove the reality of the
Gospel miracles, which does not ‘hold with at least equal force against the reality of
those showers of meteoric stones which are said to have fallen in all the quarters of the
globe. The truth, however, is, that these objections are in both cases founded on a pal-
pable mistake. Testimony is so far from deriving all its force from experience, that as
was justly observed long ago, (a) it is the sole foundation of by far the greater part of
what the opponents of the Gospel call firm, unalterable, and universal experience; and
that if we did not, in certain circumstanecs, repose implicit confidence in testimony, every
fined to those, which had fallen under the

man’s knowledge of events would be con
immediate observation of his own senses. flume seems to have been perfectly aware of
it ever to occur, testimonry would be suf-

this, when he supposed a case, in which, were 1

ficient to establish the credibility even of a miracle.

« No testimony, says he, (b) is sufficient to establish a miracle, unless the testimony

'be of sich 'a kind, that its falsehood would be more miraculous than the fact which it
“endeavours to establish.—When any one tells me, ‘that he saw a dead man restored to
life, I immediately consider with myself, whether it be fmore probable, that this person

ved, or that the fact, which he relates, should really. 3
le against the other, and according to the supe-
y decision, and always reject the greater mira-
ould be more miraculous than the event which

should either deceive or be decel
have happened. I weigh the one mirac
riority which I discover, 1 pronounce m
cle. If the falsehood of his testimony w

he relates ; then, and not till then, can he pretend to command my belief or opinion.”

There is some inaccuracy of language in talking of greafer and less miracles when
all; but if is no more than justice to

that all real miracles are equally easy

¥

(@) By Dr Campbell in his admirable Dissertation on Miracles.. () Essay on Miracles,




A, M. 4035,

&e. or 5441,

Ann. Dom.
31, &e.

Vulg. ZEr. 30. -

248

house or a ship into the air.”

probable when viewed in all its bearings.

This seems to be a just maxim; and therefore if it can be shown that the testimony,
given by the apostles and other first preachers of the Gospel to the miracles of thei
Lord, would, on the supposition that those miracles were not really performed, hav
been as great a deviation from the known laws of nature as the miracles themselves
the balance must be considered as evenly poised by opposite miracles; and whilst i
shall continue so, the judgment must remain in a state of suspense.
pear that, in this case, the false testimony would have been a deviation from the laws ¢
nature much less probable in itself than the miracles recorded in the Gospels, the ba
lance will be instantly destroyed; and by Mr Hume’s maxim, we must reject-the sups
position of falsehood in the testimony of the apostles, and admit the miracles of Chris

to have been really performed.

In this argument it is ncedless to waste time in proving that those miracles, as they.
are represented in the writings of the New Testament, were of such a nature, and per-4
formed before so many witnesses, that no imposition could possibly be practised on thes
senses of those who affirm that they were present.
this is so evident, that the philosophical adversaries of the Christian faith never sup4j
pose the apostles to have been themselves -deceived #, but boldly accuse them of bear
ing false witness. But if this accusation be well founded, their testimony itself is asyy
great a miracle, or, in other words, as real a deviation from the laws of nature, as any:!
which they record of themselves or of their Master. el

That testimony does not derive all its force from experience has been already proved;
and is indeed little less than self-evident from the unquestionable fact that the earliest:!
assent, which is given to testimony by children’who have no experience, is unlimited, -
whilst the experience of age renders men distrustful.
the case, were our belief in testimony the result of experience.
thought that the beneficent Author of nature, who intended man to be a social crea-y
ture, hath implanted in every human breast av instinctive propensity to speak truth,;
and likewise a disposition to confide implicitly in the veracity of others; and it cannot .
be denied that children believe whatever is told them, and that the greatest liar om;j;
earth speaks a hundred truths for one falsehood.
door of the lips; that it requires no effort to bring it forth; that in ordinary-cases men
speak truth uninfluenced by any motive moral or political ; and that lying is never pracg
tised by the worst of men without’ some effort to accomplish some end, are position;
whicl' daily experience renders it impossible to question. But notwithstanding all thisyk
I do not think that truth is spoken by an original and instinctive principle ; because me

* The reviewer of Laplace, so coften referred to,
speaking of the improbability o¥'a hundred dice thrown
at once all falling on the same faces, adds—s If we
had ourselves been spectators of such an event, we
would not believe our own eyes, till we had scrupu-
lously examined all.the circumstances, and assured
ourselves that there was no trick nor deception, Af-
ter such an examination, we would not hesitate to
admit it, notwithstanding its great improbability ; and
no one.would have recourse to an inversion of the

FROM THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

to the Almighty, by observing “ that the raising of a feather, when the wind wan
ever so little force requisite for that purpose, is as real a miracle as the raising of
By greater and less miracles therefore, and by always re
Jecting the greafer, it is evident that he meant nothing more than that of two or mor
deviations from the known laws of nature, one might in itself, when contemplated

all its circumstances, appear less probable than the others; and that if he could not
ject them all, his principles would compel him to reject that which should appear leag

RBOOK VI

But if* it shall ap

B

From every page of the Gospels.s:

g

~

I'xactly the reverse would be:’
It has therefore been..,

That truth is indeed always at th

laws of vision in order to account for it.”> This ac

writer therefere must aliow, that no trick or decep-;
tion could have been practised in the resurrection of
the widow’s son at Nain, in the resurrection of Laza=
rus, or in the feeding of five thousaad men on five barey
tey loaves and two small fishes. Either these wirac 4
must have been really performed, or the evangelis
must have wiliully borue false witness ; for there is
other alternative, '
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appear 1ot to be impelled by instinct to speak any articulate language at all; and it is From Matin.
xii. 1. Mark ii.

surely inconceivable that instinct should teach the use of arbitrary and artificial signs,

such as the words of every language undoubtedly are, or that between such signs and John v. 1. to
Matth, xvii. 14,

jdeas any nafural relation should ever be formed.

Truth is the conformity of those words or other signs by which things are represent- 1.uxe ix. 37.
¢d, to the things themselves; and things themselves are what they are independent of Johv vii- 1.
us, our instincts, and perceptions. When we have precise and adequate ideas or no-

tions of objects, and when those ideas or notions are related to each other, as the ob-
jects themselves are related, we are in possession of knowledge, or what may be called

o

1€ mental truth. In this case there is a real and ratural connection between the signs and
ay the things signified ; for we cannot frame one.original and simple idea, which has no
red archetype in nature, nor can one object distinctly perceived, generate in our minds the
b ideas or notions that are generated by other and quite different objects. Here external
ap; things are the ohjects, and ideas are the signs, which, when they are in conformity to
; off the things signified by them constitute truth; and this truth depends not in the small-
bag est degree on the moral dispositions of him, on whose mind it is impressed. These
upg truths are the truths of God spoken alike, and with equal faithfulness to all who have
rist

powers of perception to receive them; and in the case under consideration, they were
received as well by the Jewish Pharisees as by the apostles of Christ.

But in human testimony the ideas in the mind of the speaker are the things signi-
fied, and the words of the language spoken are the signs by which they are expressed ;
and when these things and signs are in conformity to each other, the words uttered ex-
press so much truth. Now, though in this case there is no natural connection between
the signs and the things signified—between ideas or notions in the mind and articulate
vocal sounds, yet it is obvious, that, without a violent effort of the speaker to the con-
trary, they must always be in conformity with each other, because, in every language,
there are words appropriated to the purpose of denoting every idea, and every relation
of ideas, which can be expressed by that language ; and in the mind of every man those
ideas, relations of ideas, and their appropriate words, have been constantly associated or
linked together from the time that he first learned to speak. So intimate is this asso-
ciation. and so impossible to be broken, that whoever will pay sufficient attention to the
operations of his own mind, will find that he thinks as well as speaks in some language;
and that in cogitation he runs over silently and habitually, those sounds which in speak-
ing he actually utters. Hence it is, that hardly any man has written in perfect purity
a language in which he has not been accustomed to #hink; and hence too, I helieve, it
15, that so many men of deep thinking have been remarked for the practice of speaking
to themselves. : '

- If this be so, it is impossible that a man, without some effort, should ever speak

,. any thing but truth; for the ideas of what he has seen or heard, &c. are not of his
. Manufacture ; they are generated in his mind by external objects according to the
- ®stablished Jaws of nature; and till they be effaced from his memory, they must always;,

by the law of association, which is one of those laws *, make 'their appearance there

* That the association of ideas not only with one
Snother, Lut also with the articulate sounds by which
€y are denominated in that language which is ver-

tis a law which extends in some degree to the infe-
Mor animals : for, if they were not under the influence
ofit, neither the dog nor the horse could be trained
tender those numberless services to man, which
B, Ye actually rendered by both. 1t seems to be a fact
Universal in the animal kingdom as gravitation is

Vou. 111,

Bacular to us, is a law of nature, is incontrovertible. .

in the material world, and is therefore, equally with
gravitation, a law of nature unchangeable but by him
whose fiat constituted the universe and.-all the beings
~—animated and inanimate—~which it contains, what
we know them by experience to-be. Attempts have
been made to explain both these laws of nature, or;
in other words,. to assign for them physical causes
but all such attempts have hitherto failed. - Newtort
threw out a query, whether gravitation might not be
caused by an etherial fluid pervading the whole corpe-
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with all their mutual relations, and in their appropriate dress. In the very act ¢fic!
learning to speak, we necessarily learn to speak the fruth ; for what I have called #
tal truth is impressed upon our minds by him who cannot err, and were we not to e {
ploy words for the expression of that truth exactly as they are employed by those wit
whom we converse, our language (if language it could be calledy would be unintelligiZ
ble jargon; and we could neither declare our wants, nor ask relief with any hope ¢
success.  Children beginning to speak may indeed often utter untruths or nonsense wit
out any motive, and merely from mistake ; and this indeed they often do, beeause the'
ideas and words of children have neither been long nor clesely linked together; but it
1s impossible that a man, however wicked, should habitually, and without motives, lie op’
ordinary occasions, unless the constituent principles of his nature have been totally’
altered ; unless his brain has been disordered by disease ; unless his ideas and no.”
tions have been disarranged; and all the associations which have taken place among
them from his infancy have been dissolved, and quite contrary associations formed in
their stead. e
We know indeed, by woeful experience, that immoral men occasionally utter false.
hoods with a view to deceive. But in these cases they are influenced by some motive
either of hope or of terror; the falsehood is always uttered with an effort ; and so very
strong is the association between words and ideas, that the truth will at times break
out in spite of all their endeavours to conceal it; so that the end or middle of a false
narrative, if it be of any length, and include a number of particular events or incidents, is
commonly inconsistent with the beginning. We entertain a suspicion of falsehood,
when those who relate the same tale, either palpably contradict cach other, or agree
in every minute circumstance, and speak throughout the very same language—when
they are but few in number and of a doubtful character—when they have an interest
in what they affirm or deny—when they deliver their testimony either with hesitation,
or with superfluous and violent asseverations of its truth ; because all these are circum-
stances which have been generally observed to accompany false witness. It is likewise’
with reluctance that we admit a narrative of events entirely different from every thing
that we have hitherto seen or heard ; because we may not be certain that the narrator
1s not under some influence to deceive us in matters concerning which we have no-
thing but his testimony on which to ground our judgment. But in every case, where
the fact recorded is in itself possible, and attributed to a cause which we know to be
adequate ; wherea competent number of witnesses * had sufficient means of information,
and were certainly under no inducement to deceive, testimony is complete evidence,
however extraordinary the fact may be; because no fact, which is known to have had
an adequate cause, can be so incredible, as that a number of men of sound understand- o
ing should act in a manner inconsistent with the fundamental principles of human na. .

BOOK Ve

real universe ; and Dr Hartley attempted to account

phenomena themselves, into the will of the .\lmigﬁtﬁ,
for the great law of intellectual association, by sup-

* Should it be asked what number of witnesses I~

posing that vibrations and vibratiuncles in the brain
are the physical causes of perception and memory.
These are mere hypotheses, which, though they were
granted, would not solve a single difficulty in the
phenomena, for which they were respectively invented
to account. It is better therefore to assume at once
the two universal facts of gravitation, and what has
been called the association of ideas, as two laws—the
one of brute corporeal nature, and the other of ani-
mated nature as it is ebserved at least on this globe;
for though we were to discover some physical cause
for each of those phenomena, we should be obliged to
resalve its operations at last, as we now resolve the

call competent, I beg leave to reply, that it will be
greater or less according to circumstances, In cases
where there is no danger of the senses being de-
ceived, two men of integrity and intelligence dcserv'c:
equal credit with two thousand; but where there it
particular occasion for good organs, whether of sight
or hearing, the greater the number, the greater will
be our security. To this must be added, that 28 &
hardly any individual can pay equal attention to all *
the circumstances of any complicated event ; we may,
expect a fuller and more accurate account of the .
whole from several witnesses than from only one.
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wre, or be able, if so disposed, to dissolve every association which had been formed 1in From Mauh.
xii. 1. Mark i
23, Luke vi. 1.

the mind of each of them from his infancy, and form new ones, all agreeing exactly with
one another, and yet all contrary to the truth.
If this reasoning be just, and if the testimony of the apostles to their own and their

Master’s miracles be false, it follows undeniably,” either that they concerted a consist- Luke ix. 37,
ent scheme of falsehood, and agreed to publish it at every hazard ; or that God had John vii. .

dissolved all the associations, which had been formed in their minds, of ideas of sense
with the words of language, and arbitrarily formed new associations all in exact con-
formity with each other, but all in direct contradiction to truth. One or other of these
events must have taken place; because, upon the supposition of falsehood, there is no
other alternative. But such a dissolution and formation of associations of ideas with
words, as is supposed in the latter event, is as great a deviation from the established
Jaws of nature, or, in other words, as real a miracle as the resurrection of a man from
the dead ; and all real miracles being acknowledged to be equally great, either of
these could have been performed only by a power equal to the performance of the
other. :

Nor would the supposed voluntary agreement of the apostles, in such a scheme of
falsehood as they are 'said to have published to the world, be an event less miraculous
than the Divine interposition for the unworthy purpose implied in the former hypothe-
sis. When they sat down to fabricate their pretended revelation, and to contrive a
series of miracles, to which they were all to appeal for its truth, it is plain, since they
proved successful in their daring enterprise, that they must have clearly foreseen every
possible circumstance in which they could be placed, and have prepared consistent an-
swers to every question that could be put to them by their most inveterate and most
enlightened enemies ; by the statesman, the lawyer, the philosopher, and the priest.
That such foreknowledge as this would have been miraculous, will not surely be de-
nied ; since it forms the very attribute which we find it most difficult to allow even to
God himself (a). It is not, however, the only miracle, which this supposition would
compel us to admit. The very resolution of the apostles to propagate the belief of
false miracles in support of such a religion as that which is taught in the New Testa-
ment, would have been as wide a deviation from the laws of nature, and therefore as
great a miracle as the mind of man has ever conceived.

When they formed this design, either they must have hoped to succeed, or they must
have been convinced that they should fail, in their undertaking ; and in either case lhey
chose evil, and what they knew to be unmized evil, for its own sake! Ihey could not, if
they foresaw that they should fuil, look for any thing but that contempt, disgrace, and
persecution, which were then the inevitable consequences of an unsuccessful endeavour
to overthrow the established religion. Nor could their prospects be brighter on the
supposition of their success. As they knew themselves to be false witnesses and im-
Pious deceivers, they could have no hope beyond the grave; and by determining to op-
pose all the religious systewms, superstitions, and prejudices of the age in which they
lived, they wilfully exposed themselves to inevitable misery in the present life, to insult
and imprisonment, to stripes and death. Nor can it be alleged that they might look

orward to power and affluence, when they should through sufferings have converted
their countrymen ; for so desirous were they of obtaining nothing but misery as the end
of their mission, that they made their own persecution a test of the truth of their doc-
trines. They introduced the Master, from whom they professed to have received those
doctrines, as telling them, that « they were sent forth as sheep in the midst of wolves ;
that they should be delivered up to councils, and scourged in synagogues; thut they

:(a) See Dr Beattie’s Essay on the Nature and Immutability of Truth, and Dr Pcarson’s Warburtonian
Ctures, :
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252 FROM THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
should be hated of all men for his name's sake ; that the brother should deliver up the b
ther to death, and the father the child ; and that he who took not up his cross and follow
ed him, was not worthy of him.” ’

The very system of religion, therefore, which they invented and resolved to impog
upon mankind, was so contrived, that the worldly prosperity of its first preachers, a
even their evemption from persecution, was incompatible with its swccess. Had these cle
predictions of the Author of that religion, under whom the apostles and evangelis
acted only as ministers, not been verified, all mankind must have instantly perceive
that their claim to inspiration was groundless, and that Christianity was a scandaloy
and impudent imposture.  All this the apostles could not but foresee when they form
ed their plan for deluding the world. Whence it follows, that when they resolved to
support their pretended revelation by an appeal to forged miracles, they wilfully, and
with their eyes open, exposed themselves to inevilable misery, whether they should succeed ™
or fail in their enlerprise; and that they concerted their measures in such a manner as
not to admit ¢ possibility of recompence to themselves, either in this life, or in that™
which is to come.—But if there be a law of nature, for the reality of which we have
better evidence than we have for others, it is, “ that no man can choose mesery for its
own sake,” or make the acquisition of it the wu/timafe end of all his pursuits. The ex~
istence of other laws of nature we know by testimony and our own observation of
the regularity of their effects. The existence of this law is made known to us not
only by these means, but also by the still clearer and more conclusive evidence of every
man’s own consciousness. "

Thus then do miracles force themselves upon our assent in every possible view which
we can take of this interesting subject. 1f the testimony of the first preachers of the
Gospel was true, the miracles recorded in the New Testament were certainly perform-
ed, and the doctrines of our religion were derived from heaven. On the other hand, if
that testimony was false, either God must have miraculously effaced from the minds of
those by whom it was given, all the associations formed between their ideas of sensa-
tion and the words of language, or he must have endowed those men with the gift of
prescience, and at the same time have compelled them to fabricate a pretended revela-
tion for the purpose of deceiving the world, and involving themselves and their imme-
diate followers in certain and foreseen destruction.

The power necessary to perform the one series of these miracles is just as great as
that which would be requisite to the performance of the other, because they are equally
deviations from the laws of nature; and considercd merely as exertions of preternatus-
ral power, they may seem to balance each other, and to hold the mind in a state of sus- .
pense. But when we take into consideration the very different purposes for which .
those opposite and contending miracles were wrought, and call to mind that the regular
course of events which we say proceeds according to the laws of nature, and every devigs,
tion from that course which we denominate miraculous, ‘are alike produced by that aﬁz
perfect Being, who, when he established the laws of nature, provided for every circums
stance which we call contingent, the balance is instantly destroyed, and the mind re-
lieved from the painful state of suspense. The miracles recorded in the Gospels, if realy *
were wrought in support of a revelation, which, in the opinion of all by whom it is re
ceived, has brought to light many important truths, which could not otherwise have
been made known to men ; and which, by the confession of those by whom it is rejects
ed, contains the purest moral precepts, by which the conduct of mankind has ever bee
regulated. The opposite series of miracles, if real, was performed to enable and eved
to compel a company of Jews of the lowest rank and of the narrowest education, to fa*
bricate, with the view of certain destruction to themselves, a consistent scheme of false-.
hood, and by an appeal to pretended miracles to impose it upon the world as a revelas:
tion from heaven. 'The object of the former series of miracles is worthy of a God 0f -

1
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infinite wisdom, goodness, and power. The object of the latter is absolutely inconsist- From Matth.
xit. 1.8 k3

ent with wisdom and goodness, which are demonstrably attributes of that Being by o5 /.0 "7
whom alone miracles can be performed. Hence it follows, that the supposition of theJuinv. t.1o

apostles bearing false testimony to the miracles of their Master, implies a series of de- 152;;”7“11";’ -

. . . . Y. an 1Xe 10

viations from the laws of nature infinitely less probable in themselves than those mira- Luke ix. 37.
John vii. 1.

cles: and therefore by the maxim of Hume and his disciples, we must reject the sup-
osition of falsehood in the testimony, and admit the reality of the miracles.

It has been supposed however, that complete as the evidence certainly was which was
furnished by the testimony of those who were eye-witnesses of our Lord's miracles, it
has been greatly diminished to us by passing through so many generations. This theo-
ry of the diminution of evidence by transmission from hand to hand, was first framed,
I believe, by a Scotchman *; but it appears to have been adopted by Laplace, who thus
reasons in its support.

« Suppose a fact to be transmitted through twenty persons—the first communicating
it to the second, and the second to the third, &c, and let the probability of each testi-
mony be expressed by %, (that is, suppose that of ten reports made by each witness,
nine only are true), then at every time the story passes from one witness to another, the
evidence is reduced to nine-tenths of what it was before ; so that after it has passed
through the whole twenty, the evidence will be found to be less than one eighth of
what it was originally.” To illustrate his meaning, he compares the diminution of
evidence by this sort of transmission to ¢ the extinction of light by the interposition of
several pieces of glass; a small number of pieces being sufficient to render an ohject
entirely invisible, which a single piece allowed to be seen very distinctly.”

This reasaning is not without force when applied to evidence transmitted from age
to age by mere oral tradition ; but it seems not to be at all applicable to evidence originally
recorded in a book, and transmitted by means of that book from generation to genera-
tion. In a series of oral traditions the original evidence is lost as soon as the persons
die by whom it was given; and we should have known nothing of it at all but from the
report of others, who probably did not make use of the very words employed by the
original witnesses, nor, however desirous they may really have been to speak the truth,
relate the several circumstances of the event in the very same order. In this case,
therefore, the original evidence will very soon become like the object gradually obscu-
red by the successive interposition of several pieces of glass; but the case of evidence
preserved in a record is very different, for it can never be either lost or obscured as
long as the record remains, and its language is intelligible. Accordingly the very ingeni-
ous critic, who appears to me to suffer his own judgment to be occasionally biassed by
the authority of Hume, completely refutes this reasoning of Laplace, * Take any ancient

* event, says he, thatis well attested, such for example as the retreat of the T'en T'housand,

and we are persuaded it will be generally admitted that the certainty of that event having
taken place is as great at this moment as it was on the return of the Greek army, or im-
mediately after Xenophon had published bis narrative, The calculation of chances
may indeed be brought to declare in favour of it; .for Xenophon's narrative remains,
and the probability will'be found to be very small, that any considerable interpolation
or change in that narrative could have taken place without some historical document
remaining to inform us of such a change. The combination of chances necessary to
produce and to conceal such an interpolation is in the highest degree improbable; and the
authority of Xenophon remains on that account the same at this moment that it was

originally.”

* One Craig, who, in 1699, published in Londona  his work, except what I have learned from Warburton,
work eutitled Theologie Christiane Priucipia Mathe- who mentions both in terms suflicicntly contemptuous,
matica, 4to. 1 kuow nothing either of the author, or of though probably very just.
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lized world, and must have been in t

The Gospels were soon spre
he highest degree interestin

g, not onl

ad over the whole civi

¥y to all who

named with rever

ence the name of Christ, but ev

en to all who b]

and who must therefore have been on the watch to dete

ct the slightest change made

asphemed that name,

by

each other in these important writings.

On this ac

count, I am not without

hopes that

the same ingenious critic will
have at this day evidence as co

admit, that for the
nvincmg to the re

reality of the Gospel mi

racles, we
those had who were

flecting mind, as

contemporary with Christ and his apostles. ]

.

? It is not certain that St Mark was a personal at-
tendant on our Saviour, but it is very certain that he
received the substance of his Gospel from St Peter,

who was,  See the Appendiz to the preceding Disser-

tation on the four Gospels.
(@) See Lurdners Credibility of the Gospel His
tory, and Paley’s Evidences of the Christian Religion.
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