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CHAP I

Coneerning the BEING and EXISTENCE
o 4 GOD.

HE Kvewl:dee of the Peing and Exiffence of
a GQD, is an Excellent Kuowledge : it lays
the Fouudaticn of Religion. Al Giilized
Natizrs own the' Bemz of 2 Ged. - But the
Monfter of Men, the Atheift, fays, this is

' R, v to the Bolicy of Magiftrates, and rhe

Prict Crafi of Minitters, zmong Civilized Nitions. [ an-

fwer. 1F fo, then there was 3 Time, when this Rolitick,

andd Priett Crafi, had a Beginning.  Atheift, who were the
furt MagiGrres, or who were the firft Miniffers, that were

L% foe e ers ob this Policy, or Priclt-Craft, # wit, the

Beriz of 2 (7552 Tt s furely incumbent upon thee, t5 teil

us lemitiuns about phem, becaufe thou art the Afhrmer.

And mut tacre notalih have been 2 Time, when there

were Cre'lzod Nations  which were Ldtlejflical? Bur I

Challerze thee, O Atheilt, cror to gall r:c ot one Civili-

zed Naroo, that ever d ny'd che Reing of « GOD ! Al

Clred Nuriens have 8 owned the Being of a GOD

v Barbirous Nations: Hence the fayiny of 4 Hese
3, Nslla gons, tam barbara, gue willi:ry  agmoerit,

. ‘Thac1s, Theve is ne Nation Jo bravbarous, but it
ardide Bringof @ GOD  Atheitvtell us of a
cgmmabiing near the South Cape ot _ffiica, called

v b Gl idgpe ) Vi fe People are named Hottentets, and

: FLR : - are
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#¢ fiid o Bave livtle Senfe of & Deiry. ¥ sefwer, Hiftory
scqiaints us, that thefe poor People live much like Beafts;
sheir ordigary Habit is a Sheep-skin juft puil’d off from
the Carcafs, and the Guts wrape about their Legs, and
Arms, fome Inches with the Filth in them, upon which
they ‘sequemtly feed. 1 reckon them bar among Fools and
Children, yet we are to}d by Hiftory alfo, that they kee

Dancing at Falland New-dicpn. What is this, bur a kin

of Worfhip? If therne fhould be any Natioa or Peogle,
Jiving with linde Senfc of a Deity; then I do place them
among the Number ot Idicts, Fools and Childres; ameng
fuch, who have made litJe nfc of their Reafon; or bave
but little ufe of it. O Acheift! [ challenge thee to prove
that there is not a GOD! Thisis impoflable for thee to da:
Becas’t i ie plain that there is a Great and Gloricus GOD,
from Nawres Light. G Atheift! whatever Medium, of
A t, tsou produccth, o pro~e that there is no
GOD ; it will either be inconclufive, and demonitrative of
thy Ignorance; or clfe it may be comvericd, of turned

orcr, it an Argumens, for the Being of a GOD.

Arvaisy, doft thon arpue, that there are many things
an this World, which are confofed to thee; many things,
the Ule and Ends of which, thou knoweft not: Therefore
thou coacludss, that there is ne GOD. I anfwer, Athailt,
35 there ot a great Order to be feen in many things of
this World? and doft thou not know the Ufe and £nds of
fcv;;:‘i goa:u in this World ? A;‘hciﬂ.{‘(h'mldﬁ thou {;‘
a Ing upon an ine, he wderitanding the {2
and Exds of"i“cgvctmf itsEP?r‘ts; bur yet being igagorant of
she Ufe and Epds of fome other Paris ol the faid Eagine;

And thould® thou hear that Man fuy, this Engroe hod-

@0 Maker. Wouldf thou not deride, and hn&h

Man; and look upen his Arguing as demonftrative

_lgmorancc, and altogether lucontcquentiaif Q A

sheift! thy Cafe is much the fame here, with that

for thou wilt argue, this World hath not a Maker, bee.

thou arr ignoragt of the U'es und Lads of fome of the Parts

of it; but i wot thy Arguing, an ignorat snd inconfe-
qucne

—
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ing. Asheift, doff thou fee on *
dusl workﬁ Anad doft thou wnderdand
feveral Beings, in this World ) Thog

y T the’ { o‘c ;"
'P{bcm :df: For, &f« ﬂ;ﬁ

Fizsx Anc. This World is either Baetmal, or it
pot Erermal; if it be fid that it i+ Esernal, :mﬂ.'.f:
that Mﬁtnion to be 6. IF chis World be Ereonai. thea

Tuay this World was not from Eternity,

8 plain: Becaufe, there is now Day agd Night i
Modd, the awe fucceffive to the orlm:y Now Dgnand
Night cannot be from Ecernity; for the ome is bu fome
Hours before the wber; they cannot be both a¢ the fame
' n the fame Place; the Night muft be before the
* the Day before the N ights  Now choofs which
afe; if you chooft the N:ght, orif you choofe the

o be s then what ever you chy
= Night. or the Day, it is ftil] byr Twelve Hoars, or
fome:

b
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¢hmeHotirt beforé the ether, and fo c‘axiﬁqé,bc(-Etcfmg
So there wifuft be a Firft Ddy, ora Fér&’ Wight;. the Reas, |
fon is, becaufe, thefe can't be otk in the (sme Place. a€
ghe fame Time ;-f r Dai' ad Night are (acceffiecy, jhe.oné
is dbc;orc I;IC otber, at the fame Tirgc. 'umé' {.tmc Plife
and then, they capnot be §.¢b from Eicrnify. apd shenshe
jwéis bne ,'ﬁ Tyclve Tours, os fore éuwbéforc the,
sthey. So-you fee this Ktgument, of the duceelhap, of Day
gcd Night, deftrojech the Bteroity of ﬁﬁ  World, as 1{
pow.it; Jor both DPay 4nd Wight cad’e be frpesl Ercrnity,
the mebeing flill but oY Hour attex [hs: ethers Nyts
ehericm ae of them ‘be "Eraal., 15 the age jp bur (LR
Twclve Hours, ora few Hours before Hhootker, i o -

~

. Buw now T having proven, this Warfihnoteo Rave heea

Eternity; ssi: now is” It rem: g 3lfo, shat I proye,
ghat neither couldthe Matter of tiis World have becn
from Eternity. Some are of QOpinion, thut the Mager of
#ii$> Westd™ wud “from ‘Eteriizy: And hat it was formed
&y :a scafal Contourfc: of the Bram.l oms, or (mall Pa-
ticles of its M:ttcr: v%di?ﬂ%i’é‘is'f‘aﬂ'c‘,‘ as I fh' il prove.
If the Matter of this Warld, be Jternaly theg ghg Nogrer
of thizn World mtft cRift ngif ‘:f"y :-.r‘x';boﬁ # qgf,;l,;BEc‘amé
what E!iﬁ:ﬁthomi‘ e, &’ilfs nécefarily and ol ¢ elf,
And if the- Mauer pf this World exift, meccflarily and of
bt felf, then ft muft have aF Peif Bicns ; (he Realon is, be-
caufe.: 1% = Beiny exiﬁihg 'ne'&w}zri]j ‘and of. it Jalf, have neg
all Perfeltions, then it muft-"be Hmitéd: "An: 1f Timited,
then fome Principie or ether, muft imit -i; and M 1t hud
any Privciple; it would nbt'gxiﬁ of it felf; and then this de-
firoyeth - the Thing fippofed; 0 vz, “weceffary and Jef
Exifience. | | R

- As to that of this World being form=d by the - ¢
Concurfe of the B&ternal A4tsms, or fmall Partici:
Matter; I look upon it to be meerly ridiculous.

.make the Suppofi.ion, that I thould tske ther 1.
Woods here, and fhew thee a Palace, telling thee, tr.

was formed by Chance, by 2 mcer cafual Concrusrfs o
thefe
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thefe Materials of whieh it confifts Sure, Atheift, thou
could not belicve me, but look upon thisasa Jeft. Why
then casft thou think that this Woﬂd, as it now is, was
formed by the cafual Concourfe of the Zterwal Particles of
its Matter? The One is as true as the Other: But that
there was never fuch a Thing, as Eternal .foms, or Par-
ticles of Matter, I mhmw made plain, when I thewed,
that the Matter of which this World was formed, could
not be Eernal,

Now, you fee, that I have proven, that this World,
was not from Ererrity, as itnowis. Ard I have proven
alfo, thar the Matier, of whick this World was formed,
was not Eternal. Jf it be faid, that this World is not E-
ternal, then I argue, it had a Beginning of Erxiftence ; and
if a Beginning, then cither it had no Caufe, or a Caufe;
l.f no Caufe, then Nothing hath produced Semething, which
s falfe. If this World had a Caufe, theu fare the u-
cing Caufe of this World, is a powerful, wife an
Caufe: And fure this cfficient, powerful, wifc and good
Caufe, is cither a dependent Caufe, or independent; if
dependent, then what was the Caufe of that Caufe? We
muft afcend fill, unel we come to a firft and independent
| Caufe, for Nature abhorreth an infinite Progrefs of Cau-
fes: Bur if independent, then this independent Caufe, is
the GLoxrovs GOD, who is Sxrr-ExisyxnT, having
ArL Pezrrcrions.

Siconp Arc. To prove the Being of 3 GOD, I draw
| from the Confideration of thy felf; thinking Reader. Think-
ing Readev, ‘Thou art a Being thar hath Power. Knowledge -
and Wifdom : Therefore, there isa powerful, knowing and
wife Being from Ererniy. -

“T~w, this Confequence is plain,’ becaufe, if there was
powerful, knowing and wife Being, from Eternity,
1t muft follow, that there was a ‘Time, when there
was no powerful, knowing and wife Being exiftent. And

Mequently Notking muft produce Scrmething, bu this 1s

B falfg,:
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falfc: Therefore, the Confequence is good, #s wit. ‘Fhat
there is a powerful, knowing and wife Being from Eterni-

ty: And this Being I call GOD. As for this World, I
have proven, that it could not haye been frem Erternity,
as it now is. And alfo that the Marter of 5t ceuld never
have been from Etemity; confequently the powerful,
knowing and wife Beings, which are in it, muft have Fzen

greduccd by a Firft Independent, Eterna!, Neceflary und
sLF-ExisTteEnTt Bainc; which I call GOD. |

Turrp Arc. The uft Fudgments, which we fee have
fallen upon fome great Shusters, prove the Being of a GOD.
"The Sodomites burned in Luft; GOD confumed them with
Fire and Brimftone. Sedom and Gemorrab wcre turned into
a filthy Lake, and to this Day continue fo ; it is now called
the Dead Sea, no Fifh can live in it.  And ar this Day, a-
meng the Mountains of Guoel, five days Journey from
Deipoli, in Barbary, in Africa, there is a whele Town petri-
fied, or turned into Stone, Houfes all Stone, Mcn Women
at.d Children all Stone ; Cats, Dogs, Mice, Beafts, T'recs,
Walls, the Furniture in the Houfes, all of Stone. The
Inhabitants near that Town, report, that the Town which
is now petrificd, or turned into Stone, became fo in a Mo-
roent, by Gods Almighty Fowey, the Inhabitants thereof be-
ing given to all kind of Fices, and beaftly Luift, that fuc-
cceding Ages might fce and fear Gods Power.  This Tewn
which is turned 1to Stone, is confirmed by the Britijb
Merchants coming from Tripoli.  Atheift, thou muft ac-
knowledge the Truth of this petrified Town.

Arurist, muft not the InfliGer of the forgfaid Judg-
ment be a powerful, knowing, wife and jut Being? That
Being muft cither be Dependent, or Independent: if De-

endent, then we muft aicend, until we come to a firft and
wdependent Caufe, becaute Nature abhorreth an infini:i-
Progrefs: If Independent and the {irft Caufe, then th’
dependent, Firt, Powerful, Knowing, Wife and
Caufe, or Being, is what I call GOD.  A:heit, why 1 .

that many wicked Mens Sins are written upon their Rmcil ' :
an:
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and Punithmen: ? Why is ir, that fome Gcre hiurder
have been difcovered by Dreams?

I fhall now conclude this Chapter with a Cafp of Con-
fcience.

CASE,

Mavy agclly 1om, he tempred with _dtheifical Trougles @
or have Ll oitical T, reuztes? ol Yes, Yes: a Godly Lian
may be forely affilred wirh At w Thourlts. ” Yea,
foms Perfons have never-had one arheittical Thoughr, ar
Teatt very fow, until oace they were couverted, and then
they huve heen forcly, alas,” very forely harraffed wich
them. Tlhete How, partly, from the corrupt Naturg
which is 1y the Godly, opvoling the fpiritual Good which
1 them; and partiy, from the invifible Powers of Dark-
nefs, to impede or hinder their Activity in Religion.
Eur, O the Witdom of GOD ! in bringing it {o abour with
his Pcople, that they come to he more fixed, and berter
riveted in their Frith of the Leig of 4 GOD, by thefe
Atveiflical Troughis: Ye, they coms to have 4 Sfrong and
lw b Faith of the Briug of a GOD, by them And, O
buatitis a great Dring, and rich Artaimmeiit, to have 3 sizcly
Foitl of the Beive of a GOD, and ro be under the [me
prefiions of GOD'! And O! this is better to them rhan 2
World of Riches. What then is the Diffrence berwixe g
Godly fas, and an Atheifl 2 Grast. Great. An Athetft is a-
Perfon that Jdenies the Beinz of 1 GOD, and Divive Proci-
enee; and fcofs ar s Relizzor : Yet I helieve that there
Was never a Mon, that uted his Reaton, ro know the Beirg
of a GOD), bat that the 3d Man bath had fom: Cnvie-
tons of the being of a GUL), aud fometimes fHme Fears
of the Bemg ot 3 GOD A godiy Mun hates the 4t7ayi-
! Thouskts, which are in hni, protefts agsinit them, con-

aneth himfelt for them, grieveth for thern, is carined
with GOD to be delivered from themi; and Lill adbereth
to GOD, loveth GOD, and endeavoareth 1o Jo the Dares

which GOD communderh hir.
CHADP,

L_. B 2
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CHAP IL

Concerning tbe CREATION of MAN
& G O D.

AN is either Eternal, or he is not Eternal: If it be

faid that Man is Etcrnal, then I prove thar to be
falfe from what Ifaid in my firft Chapter, concerning the
Being of a GOD; where 1 have proven that this Werld
is not Erternal, as it now is, nor the Matter of it Erernal.
If it be faid that this World 1s net Eternal, then this
World had a Beginning, and confequently there was a firft
Man, and a firft Womaa. And it a firt Man, and a firft
Woman, then cither they had 2 ‘Ptoducing Caufe of their
Exifteuce, or they had no Caufe. If no Caufe, then it
muft follow, that Notking hath produced Sometbing; But
this is ridiculous, falfe, and can’t be. If it be faid they
hzd a producing Caufe, then furely thar producing Caufe
of thc World, that producing Caute of Man and Woman,
muft be a very powerful Camfe, a very wife Caufe, and a veory
good Casfe. ‘

Man confifts of two Parts, a Body and a Soul.

Frrsr, Asto the Body of Man, we fhali find, that the
Eflicient and Producing Caufe of i, is

1. A very pewerful Caufe. What great Power muft there
be requifite 10 produce, of an ex:ended and divifible Sub-
flanec, fuch a Eody as the Body of a Man?

s. A oy wife Caxfe. The Wifdom of the efficient
Caufe of Mans Body, appeareth in the varicty of thefe
Members of the human Body. Had the Body been:
Eye, Ear, Foot or Arm, how deform and unfitthen wou
it have been. for the variety of Aétions? And it appeareth
alfo in the variety of human Features, Voices, Statures annd

budily




[ 11 ]

bodily Shapes: Had thefe been the fame in all Men; then
how confufing to human Relations would thefe have been?
‘The Husband fhould not have known his Wife, nor the
Wife her Husband; the Parent the Child, nor the Child
the Parent. And how confufing muft thefe have been to
all Socicties? And how d:fficuit fer Jurics to give in their
Verdi@s? And for Judges to determine in Caufes? An In-
nocent might be condemned eafily, in ftead of the Guilty.
Alfo the Wifdom of the cfficient Caufe of Man’s Body. ap-
arcth in the Situstion of the Mcmbers of Mans Body.
urcly, they can’t be more fitly placed. Surely, if the
wifeft Man that ever was, thould think a Thoufand Years,
upon the moft commodieus Situation of the Members of
a Mans Body, he could not think upon a berter Sitvation,
than what they now have. Had our Eyes been in out Feet,
how unfit then muft tiiey have been for the Service of eur
Bodies ? But they are placed in our higheft Parts, to be-
hold Dangers ar a Diftance.  And how are our Hearts and
Noble Parts fituate to the advantage of their Prefervation,
bzing fenced with Ribs. Further, the Wifdom of the
proaucing Caufe ot Mans Body, appearcth in the Ufeful-
nefs of the Members of Mans Body: He hat'a Eyes to iec,
Ears to hear, a Nofc to fmell, a ‘Tongue tofpeak,a Mouth
to take 1n his Meat, Tecth to chew 1t,a Throat to fwallow
ir, a Stumach to conco& or digeft it. Nature ftrains it
thro’ the milky Veins, the Liver refines it and helps to
turn it into Blood, the Liver conveys Blood to the Hearr,
the Heart heats and ratifiss it, and makes it fic to run thre’
the Arteries & Veins. And by a conftant Motion it fucks
in the Blood, and fpouts it out again. The Arteries carry
the Blond from the Hcart, to the extremities of the Bod
for its Naurifhment: and the Veins convey the Blood bac{
again. ‘T'ne Lungsare as a pair of Bellows, to take in freth
Air to cool the HHeart. he Brain being the fear of
Senfe, and a Coiner of the dmimal Spirits, is rongly fen-
ced with a ftrong Skull. And he hath Handsto att and
~ do, Feet to walk, &%¢c. There is not ons ufelefs Member
mnalltheBody. Ifthere be any Member of the Bedy which
we can'r give a Reafon for, this fpeaks our Ignorance of

the
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the Ufe of that Member, but no way fpeaks the ufeleGne 1
of that Member. Alfo the Wifdom of the preducing
Caufe of Mans. Body, appcareth in the Perfe&ion of its
Members: It our Body want one Member of the ufual
Number, then that Body is a d¢fe&ive Body ; it it hath
ene Member more thar ufual, then that Member s fuper-
flucus and monfirous. Morcover, the Wiidom of the pro-
ducing Caufe of Mans Body, is evident in this; that of all
Bodies upon this Earth, there 1s no Bedy fo fir to have a
human Scul infufed into it, as the Body of a Man. For

suke the Suppofition that human Bodies had been made in
the Form of any Fifh, Fowl or Beaft; how unfit then
would they have been, for the Ofhciating the Demands of
a rational Soul? how unfit for the Variety of Actions,
whick they are now fitted for 7 Surciy Atheift, thou can't
fay thar there 1s any Body of any Creature ug«gn the Earth,
fo excellent ax the Body of 2 Man, an-i fo beautiful, and
to fir to ethclate the Demands of a human Sounl. It thy
Body had been in the Form of a Dog or Horfe, how unfic
would that Bedy have been for the varicty of Actions,
Callings and Bufinefs, which this thy own Body is now

fitted tor?

<3 A wery neod Canfe. The Goodnefs of the efficient
Cuufe of Mans Body, appeareth in giving Mouths and
‘T'ongues to exprefs our I houghts one to another, 10 giving
Hands to at and do what the Soul reguireth or demand-
eth, in giving Feer to walk and run; in giving the Body
fve Scoles, or to fpeak philofophically und right, five
Linds of orgamick Dirpoficions, by which Senfations are
excited in our Sculs. ' We hare Eyces to look upon the vi-
fible Creanon, to direét our Motion and Walking, to read
the holy Oracles of GOD, and good Books. We have
Ears hy which founds are communicated to us, by which
we receive the Thoughts of one ancther, when expreffed
by Words, by which we are made more fit for docicty.
We have Nofes to fmell. Potfoncus Dofes have been pre-
vented by the fmell; feveral Things are found out by the

{mecll. We heve Mouths to tafle, by which we come to
know
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know what is good and healthful, and what i: prejudicial
te ‘Health. 'Our Bodies have the fenfs of Feeling, which
fenfe frequently prevents their Deftruétion. If we fele:
not the ‘l-l"ircs Hear, then our Bodies might be burnt and
we not know it; anc frozen, when outin the Cold, aad
we not perceive it. Surely, the fenfe of Fecling, condu-
ceth unto the Prefervation of our Bodies.  Again, the
Goodnefs of the producing Caufe of Mans Body, appear-;
erh in accommodating our fenfes, to the Comfort, Pleafure !
and Advantage of our Narres. Our fenfes might have

been heightned to us uuto fuch aDegree, asthat they thould
have heen unpleafant, er tormenting to us.  Had our fight

been fo quici, as the fighc of a Midge, or fuch fmall A-

nimals as are invifible to our Eyes, without the ufe of a

Microfcope.  Surely their Eyes fee the fmall Food which

they feed upon : Now were our Eyes as theirs, I fuppofe,
then the moft heaunful Face of Man would feem Deformed,
and appear to be full of great Heights and Cavities; fo we

fhould all appear Defurmed to one another. Were our

Senfe of Hcaring fo quick, that the motien of a {inall Ani-

mal at our Fect, fhould excite as greata Noife with us, as

it would do now wh nitis in our Ear :  Or that the Sound

of a Bee a Mile off, fhould make as great a Sound in our

Ear, as it now doth in our Houte: Then, O what confufed

Creatures thculd we be with Sounds ! This our Hearing,

then would be a Torment unto us. Had the producing
Cauic of Man, made Man’s Fecling, as quick as when the

thin eutward Skin is pilled or rubbed off ; how fore thea
muft our Senfe of Feeling have been tous? Would it not
have been our great Tormentor ?

SecoxprLy, As to the Soul of Man; the producin

Caufe of er mult be alfoy wery powerfid, very wife, and
very good. '

1. Very Powerful, toproduce fuch a noble Being, asthe
Soul ot Man, by whici he is made more excellent than all
the Creatures upon this Terraqueous Globe ; and in which
he bears the Image of GOD.

2. YErY
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e. Vexv Wifs, if we confider the varicty of Paculties the
Soul is endowed with, an Underfanding, Adeswry z0d Wikl
Had the Soul only the Faculty of the andorfloming, and no
memery, then fhic could have ne pleafure in things paft.

3. Anp the ucing Caufe of Man's Soul, appeareth to
becouygwl(g;: in the endowing the Soul with thefe
Faculties, with which he hath endowed her. He
hath given the Soul an Underflanding, that fo fle might per-
ceive Truths, and know Things. A AMewery,by which the
retaincth Things pﬁ.r And = Will, by 'hici fhe may
choofe Goobp or refufc Evit.

Now this vy powerful, very wife, and very good Canfe,
which hath preduced Man, muft cither be an I.ap%
and Fifl Canfe, or a Caufc produced by another Caufe : If
it be faid, that this Caufe was uced by another Caufe ;
then I Anfwer, we muft ftill afcend from that Caufe unto

another Caufe, until we come te a Firft and Independent
Caufe ; for Narure abhorreth, and Reafon faith, that there
can’t be an Infinite Number of Caufes.  If it then be faid,

that the powerful, very wife and very good Caufe, which
oducelhwh'dyan, is the Independent and Firft Caufe, thea

5;: Independent and Firft Caufe is what I call GOD.

A R 2l Tt 2R e a2 T e

CHAP IL |

Concerning the NECESSITT of N A-
TUR AL RELIGION.

T is plain, that there is aGOD,from Cbap 1. I: is plain,
I that GOD Created Man, from Chap. 1I. Now whea
GOD made Man, he made Man a Rartonal Creawure, and
with a Capacity to ejoy Himfelf ; and manifcfted himfelf

uawo
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ento Man by the Eye of Reafn. Now thercfote. . fhounid
Mar, a Rational Creawure, Admire his GOD and
R(AKER, Praife him, Blfs or Thaw: him. Prayto him,
Believe him, Leve him, Fear him, Depmdupon him, and
Obey him ? Now here is Narorar Rxriciox, the do-
ing of thefe Daties is N2avuzar Raricion. Nowis i
not retonal tha. Man ditcharge thiefe Duties unto his
Maker ? For what end hath Man his Resfon and Capezity,
10 ifcharpe thefe Dutics 2 s it not meceflary that Rarional
- Man 2& rationally ? And fince thefe Duties mentioned to
be performed, are reafonsble, and Man made with 2 Ca-
paaiy to perform yrRsk, then there is 3 Neceffity for
Nataral Religien.

CHAP 1V

Concerning the STATE of MAN i b
CREATION.

'1"'HAT Man was Created by GOD, 1 have proved al-
ready,in Chap I. Now when GOD created Man,

he made him Pere or Unvioe ; that 1s, be gavé him righe
Reafon; he endowed him with a Re@itude in all the ope-
rations of the Facuhties of his Sou! ; and endewed hins wich
a pertect Capacity to 'f.txf:n;‘;a all theie Duties, which he
oved to his Maker, For is is impoffible, thar a Man Zn-
Py o zet Uprighty a Man with faiiz Reofom, could come
catef the Hand of his Maker, who is 3 Holv and Goed
GOD. And ir is alzogetier mpatiible, becaufe of God's
Gocdnets and Juice . 2hat he fhogld require {rom Msn
thefe Dutics of” Adndrzdon, Sraie. Thuarizivieg, Bolief,
Live, Foar. Ohadic nce p and net ctdow i wizh b itie,
07 a Copaciiy to parivers theil Dufies vl ey her quirethof
RN R atogether incontitens wita the preat Gouodasfg
of GOD and iny Juttice ; avi:0 s4ts and CIilrary to our
o Rcealen
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Feafon, that he fhould requirc of Man to perform Re-
Iieions Duties ; and yet never to have given Man when
Cres-~d, Abilities or a Capacity to be Religiods, or to per-
form Religious Duties.

Arruoven Man was created Perfeét or Upright; yet
he was in a State of Probation or T'rial; and fubje& to Adu-
tation or Fallmg from the State of Perfe&ion, in which he.
was created. .He had a difcdvery of the Laws of his Maker,
and a Capacity, Power or Abilities to obey thefe; yet not
fo perfed, but that he might abufe his Abilities, and tranf-
grefs the Laws of his Maker; Witnefs, the corrupt Nature
now in Mankind, and his violating the Laws of Nature,

EEERERANENR AN NR YRS
CHAP V.
Of the FALL of MAN.

OW Man is a Fallen, Corrupted, and Vicious or Sinful
Creature ; and fo loft his right Reafon very much: and

his Abilitics and Rectitude in right Rcafoning, is much di-
mintthed. His Reafen is now Corrupted, & his }#i/l dread-
fully Viciated. That Man is now Fallen, Corrupted, Vicious
and Sinful, is plain; for how cometh it that Infants have
Difcafcs in the Womb of their Mothers? And die in the
‘Womh? And others dic upon the Breafts, and have
Difcafes ? Therefore, they muft be Corrupt, Vicious and
$intul : the Reafon of this l)zlfcrcncc is plain, becaufe Death
and Difeafes are painful : Now it is inconfiftent with the
great Goodnefs and Fufiice of GOD, to inflict Punithment or
Pain upon an Innocent and not Viciated Creature : There-
fore, you fae it followeth, fince Infants arc in pain, or pain-
-ed, they muft confequently be Corrupted and Viciated;
otherwife yon muft fay, that GOD wiIT 1wifiét Punithment
upon
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upon an Innoéent Creature : All which, is inconfg® :nt with
the {j otlefs Fuftice and great Geedrefs of GOD.

MorEOVER, da we not fee, that Infants are Jor-amted,
from the "Pices which very foon are difcov-=ed iy “:om,
Pridz 1s feen in fome Infants, in their admirii g cheir New
or Fine Cloaths, by Signs which they give. Envy is feen
in Infants or little €hildren, when the Mother of a young
Child taketh up another, how will her owi Child cry,an
want her by Sigus it giveth to fet down that others

Tug very light of Nature, difcovereth unto us, that Man
is Corrupred and Viciated. Hence the faying of a learaed
Poet,Horace, Pitiis neme fine nafcitvr. Doth not the Blind-
nefs of our Underitandings, our Falfe Reafonings, the un-
fubmiffivene(}, murmurings, and the rebellion of our Wills,
in many things to the Will of our Maker [as at the Death
of Relations, Worldly Lofles and Crofles ] all prove Man
to be Viciated and Corrupted ? And that Man hath the
Faculty of Reafoning, or his Reafop corrupied ; is it not
plain, Firfl, Krom the Athei{m that is to be tound in Man?
Secondly, From Man’sgiving the Names of Vertgesto  Vices?
A Coverous Man calleth nis Covetoufnefs, Fruga'ity ; a
Prodigal calleth Prodigality, Generofity; fome call Pride,
D:‘Ccncy. Thirdly, From the Corruption of the Worﬂlip
among the Heathens 1 The Romans held Foralia, thele:
were Fealts to the Goddefs Flora ; in which they had ob-
fcere Rites. They kept alfo Bacchanalia, Feafts to Bacclus
the God of Wine, in which they drank Drunk, and had
mad Rites. Fourthly, From the Writin%s and Hiftory of
learned Heathens,approving offome Violationsor Breaches
of the Commands oi the Law of Nature ? The Epicurians
and Stoicks, maintained and held Self-Afurder to be Luawful.
Tully approveth of Revenge ; he faith, it is the firtt Ofice
of Jutlice to hurt no Perfon, unlefs firft provoked Ly an
[njury. Thefe are breaches of the fixth Command. Plats
e Leg lih. §. forbiddeth Young Men to make bold with
Free Women ; but allowerh and approveth of their enjoy-
fg others ¢ thisisa Breach of the feventh Command. The

" G2 Lacede-
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Lacede noviaws held Theft a glorious thing and honourable,
if cumingly a&ed : thisi<a Violation of the eigith Com-
mand. Learned Philofephers held Lyinglawful when ad-
vantageous ; Flatefays, he may Lie who knoweth how to do
it,in a fit or opportune Seafon: this is a breach of the zaité:
Command.

Ir Afan is not Fallen and his Reafon not Corrupted ; then
Reafun muft be rig?t in every Man, ard no Falfc Reafonin
any Man ; which is Falfe: Thercfore Mau is Fallen and
his Reafon Corrupted.  Ard that Man is dreadfullv Vi-
eiated 1n his Will, appearcth in his chocfing Things which
he difapproveth of and condemncth. Saith a Heathen,
Fideo, meliora, preboque. deteviora fequor ; 1 fee and approve

of better Things, but I follow worfe.

Now I having proved in the IVth Chapter, That Mar
was Created with Abilities te difcharge what Duties his
Maker required of him, with riskt Reaf:n ; and now inthis
Chapter, %’hat Man 1s Fallen, Sinful and Corivnt-d ; that
he 15 Corrupted in many of hic Rezfonings, & \:ciated m
his #ill; Sure fuch a Cizaiure zs Man now is,ccuid never
fo come out of the I1and ot a Holy and Good GUD.

|
|

Max is now Sinful and Corrupted. a Tranferflor of

GOD’s Laws ; thercfere deferveth Punifhment for his Sins.
But how Man F.J/, Nauwres Light cannor tell.

R R SR p PR R R
CHAP VL

Concerning the PUNYIS HME NT whic
SIN Deferveth from GOD.

SIN being the Tranigreflion of GOD's Law, it muft de-

') ferve an infipite Punikment, becaufe it bs a trampling

. : o | ' the
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the Autherity of, and rubbing an Affront upon an Zufini’e
AMajefly ; herefore deferveth inffsite Purifbmnest ; therefore
Etcrnal T rments. Becaufe Man can'e pay this Infinite
Debt of Punithment to Divine Juftice, thercfore he muft
be punifhed Eermally, But were it poffible that he could
pay this Infinite Debt to Divine Juftice, then his Torments
or Punithment would not be Etcrnal, but he then would be
abfolved from Guilt and Punithment. Do we not fee thar
CHRIST JESUS by his Sufferings, which were of an /-
Fite Value, becaufe of the Infimite Digwity of his Perfon,
tfatnsfied Divine Fuflice, for all the Sins of GOD’s People ;
and he paid that fifwite Debt in Time,which all Mankind
could ncver have paid to Eternity. But it being Im-
peflible for Man a Finite being, to pay an Infinite Debrt to
Juthice, for his Sin; therctore it fcllows that Man muft

iuffer Punithment Eternally. ~ .

O yrcrion 1f. If Man for his ieaft Sin, deferveth an
Infinie Punithment, then this wili make all Sins alike, and
ticir Puntthment the fame ; this wiil deftreyall Degrees of
o, and ali Degrees ot Punifhinent.

Answer, Notfo: for altho’ the leaft Sin deferveth an
Infiiite Punithmene, becaufe againtt an Infinite Majefty jyet
there are d:fforent degre+ of Sin,becaufe there are differens
Degrees oftae Tranfpw ffisns of GAD's Laws; and different |

{

degrees of Affronts to an Infinite Majefly. And altho® the |
Jzaft Sin deferveth an Infinite Punithment, yet there are !
different Degrees of Torments and Punithments infli&ed
upoi the Dumned, according to the diffcrent Degrees of
their Sins The lealt Sin detervethan Infinice Punifhment ;
but the fmaful Crearure being Finite, can only fuffer Finie
P.nithments ; and fo according to the Degrees & Mulutude
of 1:s Sy, the Creature will have more or lefs Punifhmen:s
wthicted upen it by GO ; gnd all thefe Punithments wiil
be mfilted Lterrally upon &?‘T he leaft Staner in Hell
fhall be punithed with Eicenal Punifbments, as well as ehe
greater; but there will be different Degress of thefe Pu-
ninments throughour Eternity; the greater Siuncr fhull

be
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be punifhed with greater Degrees of Punifhment, and the
Jeflx Sintier with ?cr:;cr chrgcrcs of Punithment.

A Man guilty of a Capital Crime, defcrveth Death ; now
becaufe the Man can eie but oxce, yer may nct the fime
Man be guiliy of more Capital Crimes. and that of Giffcrent
Degrees 7 A Mau for murdering his Ncighbour deferveth
Decath ; now he can rie but ence, yet may not the fame Per-
fon when he kas murdercd his Neighbour, alfo murder his
Sifter and Brother, Father and Mether ? This 1s no Im-
pollbility. but againft chis Simile it is obje@ted, Albeir
a Perfon guilty of many Capital Crimes, can die but ence, yet
the Purifhments of the €riminal in his Deaskt, may be aug-
mented more or lefs, accsréing to his Capital Cnimes To
this I anfwer, Even fo, albeit indeed, a2 Man carnor fariyf
Divire Juftice fo much as forone Sin; one Sin deferving an
Infini:e Punithment, and he but a Finite Being: yer the
Man can fufier a Finite Panithment fer one Sin te Eter-
nity ; and the more Sins a2 Man is guilty of, fo the mere or
lefs will be his Fin:te Punifhments,in Degrees, 1o Eternnty.

Bur the Free-Thinker may urge, If the leat Sin defer-
veth an Infintte Punifhment, then the Jeaft Sianer mutt be
Punifhed v izh an ksfinite Punifhment, as well as the greatc:
Sinner. To this I Anfwer, That the leaft Sinner thall be
punifhed with an Infinite Punifhment.in refpe €t of duratson,
as well as the greater Sinner ; that is, the Punithment of the
leaft Sinner thall be eterral, as well as the Punifhment of the

eater Sinner. ‘The Torments of all the Damued will be
ﬂﬁnitc 10 refpeét of durarion; bur Finite ttill in refpedt of
their prefent /rfliion ; becaufe Man is a Finite Being, and
coafequently fince the Torments ef the Damned 1o their
prefent fifliction are fall but Finite ; then confequently they
can admit of different Degress: and confcqucna y,thelefler
Sinner fhall be Punifhed with lefler Torments than the
greater ; and yet the Torments of the lefler Sinner fhail be
equal with the ‘Ferments of the greater Sinner in Duration.
In thort, the Torments of the Damned in GOD’s Prifur,
arc Finite m their Degrees, but Inanite 13 Duvation.
' OsjEc-
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Osjzcrion 2d. I can never think that a Geod GOD
will punith a fhert and temporary A&, with Krternal
Punifliment. ‘This is not confiftent with GOD’s Geodigfs
and Fuflice. o

_ Answer, The Punithment of 2 Tranfgrefhian, is not to
be meafured by the Duration or length of the Time of the
commirting it; but by the Obje¥ againft which it i com-
mitted. Suppofe now, that a Man fhould give bad Names
to his Fellow Companion, and great Blows ; aad fuppole,
the faid Perfon fhould give the fame bad Names and fame
Blows to his Magiitriie : Weuld you meafurethe Time of
that Man's Punifbment, according to the length of Time,
he reproached or heat ? Poffibly he reproached hisFellow
Campanion, or Magiftrate, and beat them in one minute of
Time : Now mutt the tranfgrefling Man’s Punifhment be
as thort 2 I fuppofe not. And do you think, that the
Abufe done to his Companion, and his Civil Magiftrate,
tho’ the abufive Language and Strokes were the very fame
to both, that therefore the Punithment muft he Equal 2
Will ot reafon fay, that the Man’s bcatiagf his Magiftrate,
a pablick Perfon, is a greater Tranfgreflion, than beating
his Fellow Companiou, a private Perfon 2 And Confe-
quently, the Punifhment fhould be greater for his heating
his Magi&rate, than for his Companion. The Punifhment
e{ Sin, muft not be meafured by the length, or brevity, or
fhortnefs of the Time of its Commiffion; but by the Nature
and Aggravationsof it. Now the leaft Sin is an Affront to
an Iiporite Majefly; thercfore deferveth Infinite Punifh-
ment. That Men fpeak againft Infinite Punithment, i¢
floweth from their Iznorance of the Great and Glorious
GOD and of che vaft Diftance which is betwixt thz=m and
GOD, and of the Vilenefsand Naturcof Sin. Reafonfaith
thuticis jult, that Sin being a rrampling under Foot the
Authoricy of, and rubbing an Affront upon, an L. fnite Ma-
jefly ; that therefore it deferveth an Infinite Punithment.
Now, thall 1t be faid, that it is inc.nfiftent wich GOD’s
Grodn:ji 1o do that which is Zuf?  Is not Fuiice a p.re

of’
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of Gaoduefs ? And will not GOD’s Geodnefs lead him out
to do Fufice ¥ And fhall it be faid, that it is inconfiftent
with GO ;&:ﬁke, todo that whith is resformble and 1nft ?
That an Infmite Dcbt fhould give o pay- an Infinite
Satisfalion ?

Macistrarrs have theit Priforss for tranfgreffing Sub-
efts. GOD is a Grzat King, he hath his Prifon for the
I'ranfgreffors of his Laws : this Prifon is Hell. Now Sin-

ful ahd Corrupt Man deferveth to be caft inte this Prifon,
~ and to be Pun thed for ever; except he get Juftice faiisfi=d *
for his Debt; which ho Creature caneverdo @ Yet Nature’s
Light may tell a Man, that GOD is Reconcijlable. If it
thould be Objeéted, Tho’ Sin deferveth an Infinite Punifh-
ment, yei may not the Good GOD forgive it ? I Anfiwer,
Fuftice is effentialunto GOD ; and indeed Fuflice is a part
or GOD’s Goodnefs. So as GOD can’t czafe te be Fuft,nor
teafe to be Good, fo alfo GOD ean’t pafs by Sin without
Sarisfa@ion. Burt if you further Objeét, May not a King
forgive a_Subje€t that hath tranfgrefled the Law, the
Tranfgreflion without a Satisfaction 2 Ahd can’t the
Great GOD, the KING of Kings, forgive his Subjetts
‘their Tranfgreffions of his Laws without Satisfacion 2 Is
the KING of Kings inferior untoan EarthlyKing or Man ?
I anfwer to this in thott, Man may do many things which
GOD can’t: or an Eurthly King may do that which GOD
the KING of Kings can’t do: Not that GOD is inferior
to Men, or Kings of the Earth, but becaufe he is Superior
to them, and becaufe of his great Perfoction. An Earchly
King may Abdicate, and give up his Government and
Dominion, never to havé any more to do w ta it. | ue
GOD the KING of Kings can’t give up his GGovernmen,

becaufe of his Perfection ©  and becaufe Government is

efJemtial unto him. But it you fzy, What if GOD fhouid § -
Wiil to pafs by Sin unpunithed ? To ths I Anfuer, !
GOD can'c Will tFir: There are a grear m.ny Things ]
which GOD can’t #, and that becai (G of his Pef & T fi
He can’t #illto Liey to be iguit; 30 COD can'i 4 id :o ;

k.d?ﬁ
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pafs by Sin witheut SatisfaGion, becaufec Fufice is his

6turs,

Tuax the Damned in Hell fhall be efernally Tormented,
is plain, from what I have faid upon Sin its deferving an In-
finite Punithment. I fhall now advance one Argument
more, to prove the Eterwity of theTormentsof the Damned,
againt Frce-Thinkers. The Spirits of the Dammed are
Immortal in their Nature ; and they are wicked,unrenewed
and unholy, and will always be fo; and fo will always be
punithed by ajuft GOD; and fo their Torments will be
Ftemal. But if it be obje@ed, May not the Good GOD
orgive their Sins, and renew and fanttify the "damned
Spirits 2 To this 1 anfwer, The Damned have always
wicked, unrenewed. & unfanétificd Natwés. Now GOD's
Fuftice, mift always therefore punifb; therefore they muft
always be Tormented ; confequently, their Zorments mui

¢ Eternal. Now GOD’s Goedrefs can never alt contrary
to his Fuftice. GOD becanfe ot his Fuflice will neverrenew,
garden and fan&ifie, wicked, unrcnewed and unfan&ified
Souls, wichout Satisfaltion : And I have proved thar Fufice
18 effential to GOD, in this Chapter already. .

VR BRI R R T
CHAP VI

That GOD is RECONCILABLE
known by Natures Light.

Find that I am a Corrupt Creature, and that there is

. much Wickednefs in my Heart ; my Corruption leadeth
me out to blot thefe Draughes which I find in me of the
Law of Nature, by daily trantgrefling ic. My Tranfgref-
fisus of the Law 0 Nature,are Affronts to anInf ite Uajefly,
and {o deferve /ufinit: Pumifbment ; I deferve to be cait
nto GOUD's Prifon, the:t'el )w be punithed for my fﬁins.
' oW
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How comerh thic cha: § am fpared ' VWEat is the Znd of
GOD's Patience 2 How coracth it that GOD is fo'Geed 2 |
me, that centinueth the Seafonsof the Year unto me ? giveth
me Health aud Strength, the Conveniencies and the many
Comfortsof Life ? Surely GOD muft be upon Tresting
Teoms with Man. GOD muft be Reconcileble - but bew ?
Y can’t tell by caltipated Reafen, or the Book of Natsres
Lght s thismpf be by Revzrarion. This leadeth me
to treat of Rsveelsd Religion. ‘

L
L4

’ CHAP VIIL

Concerming the NECESSITY of RE-
VEALED RELIGION ; That
GOD bath made Fofitrve Laws proved.

ATURES ZLigkt telleth us, thae there is 2 GOD;
that Man is the B erkmar/bipot GOD ; that Man was
madc to be Religions ; that Man was crcated Uprighe, with
a Re&itude in all the faculties of his Soul, to a& wich right }
Reafon, with Abilities to do the Will & Laws of his Maker.
It tclieth us, that Manis Fallen, and a Corrapted Creature,
and is tranfgreflirg the Laws or Will of his Maker, by the
Corrupt Natare which i1s in him. It tclleth us, that (meul
Man deferveth Infinite Panithment for Sin; and fo to be
caft intro GOD’s Prifon, or Hell, and there to be punifhed
for ever. Natures Light telicth us again, that GOD is Re-
emcilaole to Man. But bew (GOD is Reconcilable, Naturcs
Leght can never thew. low Man may get his Infinite
Debt for his Sins to Divine Juftice paid ? How hie may get
into GOD's Favour and Fricndfhjp again t There muﬁgbc
Reveal=d Light for this, fince Mah's Reafon is corrupt, and
«an't dire& him in the way of Reconciliation with GOD,and
> Worfhip GOD aright. There is therefore a ncccﬂity{
' o
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of a Revezled Rule or Light from GOD, which miy fhew
him the # oy, fow GOD 1 Ref-s‘:a'.'cbic : How he may be
breuzht inre Fricndthip with GOD 2gain : Hew he may
woriliip his GOD aright and be Fapry.  Confequently there
is 2 Ncocfhiy of Revealed Religion.

Hexcx we may fee the Usrezfomrblenefs of the Deifls ot
Free Thinkers, or all thef= that deny Divire Revelntian.
Therc is s neceflity of Revealed Retigion, or of 2 Revealed
Lght or Rule, to fhew Man the way 10 Happinefz  Man is
Fallen, as I have proved, fram that {pright State he wac mat
his Creation: And now ts a Sinful Crearture, tranfgrefing
che Laws of his Maker : .# which I have pruved.

Now Deifls or Free-Thinkers,do you fay your Reafon is

@ perfeél Rule? Sure this can'’t be, becaufe Man's Reaton
15 Corrupt in many thirgs, fo can never be a pe:f& Rale.
Pofhibly, Dcift or Free-Thinker, thou mayi fay, Mun’s
Rigle Reafon is the Rwle. Bur to this I Anfwer, Whaefe
Reafen is it that °s the Rizht Resfou ? whether it is thine or
mine, or a third Mat's, that 15 the Rigit Reafon ? P fhibiy
thou thinkeft that thy Reafon is the Right Reafex ; bur | may
think otherwifc, and a third Man may think di®in@& from
usbcgh: How fhzll this bs determined, Free- Thunker ?
Thon mayft pofhbly fay, That is Ris/ Reafen in which alt
Az seree in their Reafening : To this I Anfwer, Tha: o1
Men may agree in thair Reafinings 10 2 Fatsirr and
Erxor. Itis notvery long fince the Giraelatim of tie
Blood was found out anlz owncd. Sometumc paft it was yni-
verfally belicved thatthere was no fuch Thing us _fitipees
upon this Eartk.  Confequently, tvat proves not Re. i u to
be Risks, becavde ail Men asves in their Reafonirgto - T ing:
Neither doth Mex's differing in thcir Reafonirg about a
Druth, prove the Truth to be Falfe. Plain and evideut
Trutks may b= deny’d by fome Men, y=t this maketh not
thefe Truths 1o be Falfities. * Tiaat thereisa GREA T GO
52 Plain Truth, plan from Reafom, yet it is deay’d bytome
Mcn; is i: therefore a Exifity, that thereis a GREAT
GOD, bacauft fome Men deny this Trinb? No,no. Buc
D2 fuppufe
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ﬁ%poﬁ thy Reafon, Free-Thinker,is Riskt in fome Things,
and mine 1n fome Things, and a third Man’s in fome
Things ; yet fince neither thine, nor mine, nor a third
Man’s is Right in all Things, it is not thercfore Perf:ft, nor
can be a Perrscr Rury to Man to lead him to Happinefs.
And that all Man’s Rasfon agreeth not in every Thing, is
evident from the Contradiftory Reafonings among Men.
Free-Thinker, is noy Man’s Reafoning Faculty fubject to

Errors, and Falfc Reafoning ? Thercfore Man's Reafoning
Faculty is Corrupted ' ‘

Frzx-Twinxxa,l fhall fuppofe that which I need nor,
for the Suppofition is a Falfity ; but I do it for Cenvition
tothee: Let me fuppofe Man’s Reafonint Faculty not fubjeét
te any Error or Miftake in any of its Reafonings ; Man’s
Reafon, a Right Reafon always. 1 own, Man may Rafon
Right in many things; he may come 1o know the moftofthe
Ten Commands in 8 gencral way; yet ] fay again, Man
trafoneth wrong in many thinzs. But let me fuppeie, Man’s
Reafon alweys Igigbt, which is certainly F:/f, yet fince
Man’s Will aud sffections arc Viciated, and Man a Sinner and
Tranfgreflor of GOD’s Laws ; this Faculty of Rizit Rea-
Joming, or Right Rerfon, can never difcorer to him the Hay
of Recenciliation with GQD, and the Way to Happinefs und
GOD’s Favour again, and the Way how Man thull worfkip
GQOD in an Acceptable W ay : thercfore there is a Necefliy
of Divine Revelation, to be a Rule to Man, which ma
thew Man the Way to Reconciliation with GOD and Happi-
nefs ; and bow to perform the Duries he owerh to GOD in
that way in which th y fhall be accepred : theretore there
is a Necfliy of Revealed Religion.

I had occafion to e a Book cnrityled, Chriflianity as old
a3 the Creation. It is a Book greatly admired by the Free-
Thinkers. I find the grea: fcope in it, is 1o run down Di
vine Revelation. the Foly Scripturcs, and all Revealed Religion.
The Author of the faid Book rurneth upon this Founda-
tion, 2 wit, that GOD never madc any Postrive Laws

‘ o
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to Man. The Falfity of which I fhall makc sppear from
what followeth.

GOD's Laws unto Men, are his Precepts or Commands,
which he gave unto Men.  GOD’s Laws ate either,

1. Sucu whofe Grounds are founded upon the Nature
of GOD, & the Nature of Man. As fer inftance, to Love
GOD, to Fear GOD, to be Holy, to be Juft.. It is impef-
fible that Man, a Rational Creature, being formed by his
Maker at his firft Creatien, thould be mafc otherwife than
to Love his Maker, Fear his Maker; than to be Holy and
Jutt: for Love to GOD, Fear of GOD, Holinefs and
Juftice, are grounded upon the Narure of GOD, and the
Nature of Man as Rational. Wil GOD make a Rational
Creature, & make him Unboly or Unjuff? This is contrary to
GOD’s Nature. And whenaRational Creature 1s made, is
it not plain from the nature of Rationality, that that Rarional
Creature, made by GOD, maft Love and Fear his Creazor ;
muft be HHoly and Juft ? Thefe Laws are called Na-
TuraL Laws, Or,

2. GOD’s Laws are fuch as are grounded only upon
GOD’s Will ; and not upon the Narture of Man, As for
inftance, GOD's allowing our Firft Pareuts in the State of
Innocency, the liberty to Eat of all the Trees of GOD's
Garden, and his excepting one T'ree by his Prohibition
Again his rcquiring the Sanétifying a M eekly Sabbath ; and
the Gha it Gopel Law, Fiith in CHRIST. Thefe Lawsare
called GOL)'s Pofitive Laws. Now the firt kind of Laws,
the Laws Natural, were plain to Man by the Lieht of Nature. -
And fince the Fall, notwithftanding Man is corrupted, yet
by cultivating his Reafon, and by his Nartural Abilities, he
may kuow them all; becaufe they are founded upon the
Nature of GOD, and the Nature of Man a Rational, But
the fecond tore of Laws, to awit, GOD’s Poftive Laws, Man,
whether in the State ot Innecence or his fir Creation, ot
in his Fallen and Corrupt State, cannot know thefe without
Revelaion :  GOD muft Reveal or Promulgate them unto

Man,
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Man, otherwife Man cannot know them-: Thercfore thefc
Pofitive Lawws, which GUOD gave unto Man in his Lprigls
Siate, he promulgated them ucto him ; as that he might ear
of all the  Trezs, but not of the Tree of Knowledge of
Gedand Evil: and thathe fheuld San&tify the Sevemtd Day,
era Il"ceé? Sabtzth. Now the Reafon why thefe Paftive
Laws of GOD muft be publifhed, is becaufe, the’ chey are
founded upon GOD's #iil, yet not founded upon Man’s
Natwre : for what Laws are founded upon GOD's Netave and
Afan’s Naturs, Man may know ; but what Lscws arc founded
only upon GOD’s /#iil, and not upon AMea’s Nature, Man
cannot know, notwithftandinh of all his Abilines, uail
GOD difcover them unto him. Now as GUD gave Pufi-
tive Lows unto Man in his State of Innocency, fo GOD
now hath given Pcftive Lew: unte Man ia his Fallen and
Cormptch Statz, te wit, a Weekly Sabbath to be fanétificd
wnto the LORD, [ to be fpent whoily Religioufly, except-
ing the Works of Neceflity and Mcicy, 1and alfothe Greas
Gofpel Law, Faith in CHRIST, in order to Salvation, &.

Now Man heing Fallen, asI have proved, and GOD
not willing Efficacisufly the Salvation of 4!/ Fallen Men :
otherwifc A/l Men fhould be faved : But GOD only wiiling
&fficactefly the Salvation of fome men, becsufe only
arc Saved ; it is therefore neceflary that GOD promulgate
or publifh, the Pofitive Gofpel Law of Fanb in CTHRIST,
2nd the Way of Keconciliation, tho® not te £/l Men. yet to |
them whom{\c will fave by Faith : and neccflary that he
teach them the Way of dalvation, and How he may be
reconciled unto them ; which Way of Faith and Re.onilia-
tien; can never be known by Natures Light ; Thercfore there
is a Necefliry of Divine Revelation. Man . a Fallen State,
by the Light of Nature cultvated and improved, may
know the Laws of Natwre; but then the Laws of Nasiwre
r.quire Perfe&, Univerfal and Cc nftan; Obzdience. Now
this is what no Fallen Man can give, becaufe he is Corrupt,
and is daily tranfgr: fling thefe Laws ; the lcaft tranfgreflion
of which Laws of Nature,dcferve an Z firite Punifbment trom

the Hand of GOD's Jufis , becaufc it is an Adfront to an
‘ Irfinite
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I;ﬁa’u Majefly. which Debr, no Man cam p{' becauie a
: Famite can'’t {uffer an/nfinite Punifbment : And foMan cannot
hSu'cd&l.K the Laws of Nature, or be made Heppy, bw
muft be ftill a Delxor ro the Ponithment of thefe Laws:
Thercfore if Man be Saved, it muft be by fime ety Low
than the Law of Natwre. But fome Mcx are vaved, ofl Men
are not damaed ; therefore ip-muft be by 2 Pofitive Lawor
Revelation of GOD, which inftrulteth Men in the Way of
Reconciliatien. Therefore there isa Neccfhity of Revela-
tion; otherwife Man can néver know the Way of KRecon-
ciliation or Salvation : confequently there is a Neceffiry of
Keoealed Religicn.

Max in the State of fmocency, had & perfe@ Knowledge
~f'the Laws of Nature, by Natures Light : And whatever
his Maker required of him to do, which he could notknow
by Natures Light, GOD revealed that unte hm ; thar is,
thefe Pofitive Lows, which he weuld have him to obferve :
Unlefs you will fay, That GOD required of Man to do
szefe things ot which he gave him no Knowledge, which
faying would be a reproaching of GOD, and inconfittent -
with his Nature.

Manx in his Fallen Siate, yea Al! Fallen Men, if they have
the ufe of their Reafon, and it be well cultivated, then
by cheir Natural Abilities and the Light of Nature, may
come to know the Laws of Nature ; becaufe thefe are
grounded upon GOD’s Natwre and their cuw Natwre; tho®
fome of the wiicft of the Heathens, have fadly blundered
about the Laws of Nature, by their not improving their
Reafon. Bnt GOD's Pofitive Lawi no Fallen Man can
kuow ; hecaufe thefe are not founaed upon Man's Nature,
but the Will of GOD. As fer inftance,chat part of the tourth
Cemmand, 1o give GOD a pare of my time, I may know
by Natures Light, becaufe this is 2 Law of Nature ; as it
1 founded upon GOD's Naiure, fo alfo upon my cww : What
more rational than that I fhould give GOD 3 part of my
Time 2 Batthat I fhould Sanétity a Weekly Sabbath, or
adcventh Day, which is & Pofitive Law ; or how much of

-she

h-- . - -
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sthe Week I fhould abflain from Worldly Concerns and

Sauétify to the LORD ; This I cannet know; Why?

S gl o < o 4 R U
Ve requred ERE 1 yncal cd.

E‘ia, Faith iu%HRIST‘ in order to Reconciliation, iza

Pohrive Law, Man can’t know it but by Revelation : Why ?

k{cc&u(i)i'o.tbn“ﬁmdcddywthe Enﬁn avd Ml

Now sl Fallen Men have net this Grest Pefitive Law
of the Gofpel, Faithin CHRIST, in order to Sulvation,
revealed umc them ; yet fome gracelefs Men have ie rs-.
vealed to them, they living among GOD's People, and for
their fakes, snd varwas ends,-- Bt furely all thefe Men
that are o be Saved, bave this Pcftive Law of Friith in
CHRIST revealed unto them; either Mediately and Ors
dinarily. or lmmediatcly and Extraordinarily by GOD.
‘When GOD faveth any Heathens, he can reveal the Lew
of Faith unto them Immediarcly, withour Meaus.

Ix it be faid, Will GOD condemn Men for not obey-
ing his Pofirive Laws, who never heard of them ? I An-
fwer, GOD will not Condemn Men, that never hesrd of
CHRIST, or Faith wn CHRIST, for their not beiieving
in CHRIST. Thefc who never had the oppertunity of
bearing of the Pofitive Laws of GOD. fhall not be charged
with the Breach of them ; but they fhall be Judged by
the Law of Nature,8 Condemned for their tranfgrefling it,
Yer none can be Saved by it, as I have proved.

The Free-Thinkers deny all P:fitive Laws of GOD to
Man, that fo they may deny Revealed Religios. ‘That
GUD can appoint Pofitive Lasws, I preve,

1f. 4rg. Ie GOD can make a Law, by which he re-
quircth usto abftain One Day m Seven from worldly
Concerns, and tr Sanétify it to the LORD: Then ue

cac appoint a Pofitive Law : 5
ut
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Bot GOD can make 2 Law by which he requireth us o
sbflain one day in feven from worldly Coacerns, and o
Gandify it to the LORD. - -

Therefore GOD can appoint a Pofitve Law.

Now 25 to the firft Propolition, to wi, Thar if GOD
can make a Law by which he requireth us to abflain one

"Day in Scven from Worldly Concerns, and to fan&ify it

to the LORD ; Then he can appoiix a Pofitive Law. The
Reafon of this Confequence is plain, becaufe one Day in
the Scven is a Pofitive Law ; itis founded only apon GOD’s
¥ill ; we cannot know it by the Light of Narure.

A¢ to the fecond Propofiiion, te wit, That GOD can
make ¢ Law, by which he reg'reth us to abflain one Day
fn Seven from woridly Concerns, and to fan&ify it to the
LORD: [ prove, becanfe GOD is an ABSOLUTE
SOVEREIGN, and is the LORD of all our Time, and
of all that we have and poflefs ; and {0 hath a Rieke to
difpofe of our Time, Pcrfons and Subffance as he pleafeth.
Aad thatyGOD can do his Flesfare and B3, is plain ; be-
esafe, GOD's Pleafure-and #:11s Holy, Juft -aud Good:
Now to fay, that GOD cannot do that which is Holy, Juft
snd Good, 1t is to Blafpheme GOD, and is abfurd.

. 2d. Av¢. Is GOD"s Laws are all Natural, and none Po-
fitive ; thes no Man can be Saved : the reafon of this
Confequence, is, becaufe the Law of Nature requireth Per-
k&, Univerfal a2nd Coaftant Obedience; which o Man
can give, becauls he is Corrupe: and the leaft Tranfgreflion
of the Law of Nature, defervech an Z3gsite Punijpment, be-

" caute an Affrontto an Ixfirite AMajefly.

Now no Man can {vff.r an Intinite Punifhment :
Therefore he muit aicvzys be Suffering, becaufe of GOD:
Fufice; if there be noz & Polidve Law by which he can be

Saved.

 34. 4rg. Tug Law of the Gofpel, or Faith in CHHRIST,
n orler to the silvatien of Man, s a Pofigye Law,and aot
) Y a

.
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:In‘ N}')amral Law ; becaxfe we camnot knew it by Natures
ight :
ut the Law of the Gofp.l, or Faith in CHRIST in

order to Salvatien, was not made by any Creature :
Therefore by GOD alone.

Not by anyCreature : if by anyCreature,then by Devils,
Men-or Angels: but by none of thefe. Not by Devils,
for the Law of the Gofpel, and Faith in CHRIST dcmo-
litheth their Kingdom, preffeth Holinefs, oppofcth their
Intcrefts and Defigns. Not by Men, becaufe beyond their
Capacity, er the Light of Nature to have known it. Not
by Good Angels, becaufe it is contrary to their Nature 1o
Lie, they cannot impofe upon us: Moreover, it was be-
yond their Capacity to knew, becaufe it is beyond the Ca-
pacity of all the Natural Light of Creatures to Anew or
Invent: Therefore the Pofitive Law of the Gofpel, of
 Faith 1n CHRIST in order to S$alvation, is from GOD

alone.

ekl ekl e aclalata ool la
| CHAP IX

Concerning DIVINE REVFL A-
T10 N, or Concermng the i ERFECT
RULE, which GOD bhath Revealed to
Man, o dwett h:n bow to-get Recon-
ciliation with GOD, ana to Wor).ip bum,
and to be Happy for ever.

HAT isthat Perfe Rule, which GOD hath given
Y to Fullen Jian, 1o dire€t him 10 get Recouciliation
with GOD, and Happincjs ? I
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I Anfeer NzcarTivery,

Fv?, Our REASON is not that Rure. Reafon may
dir -t ux in many Dutics, to GOD, our Neighbour und
S-lves : but yetitis not that Rufe, (1) Becaufe it is Cor-
rupted : Now no corrupt Thing can be a Perfs&® Rule.
() Becaufe tho’ not Corrupted, which is a plain Falfiry,

et it cannot teach usthe /sy of Reconciliation with GOD);
LCauﬁ: this is abuve Natures Light, .

Socondly, Tar Writings of Learned Heathens are not.
this Rule ; becaule thefe can go no farther in dire&ing us,
than Narures Light, or Reafon: but Natures Light, or
Reafun, cannot be that Rule, for the Reafons juft now

mentioned.
I Anfwer Posirvivery ¢

T :x Scriptures of the Old and New Teflaments, are
this Rure : becaufe thefe are the #Hord of GOD. And
thut the Scriprures of the Old and New Teftaments, are
the #'ord ef GOD, I prove by thefe following Arguments.

1# Avp. Ir no Creature be the Efficient Caufe, or Prin.
cipal Compofer of the Haly Scriptures; then GOD muft
be the Eﬂ'{)cicm Caufe or Prineipal Compofer of them :

But no Creature is the Efficient Caufe or Principal
Compofer of the Holy Scripturcs :

Therefore GOD, g"fc.

Or thus, |

Tur Holy Scriptures are either the Word of a. Crea-
ture, or the Word of GO :

Bur chey are not the Word of any Creature 3

Therefore they are the Word of GOD.

Tuat they are not the Word of any Creature,I prove,
Ir the Holy Scriptures be the Word of any Creature ;
then they mufk be the Werd cither of Holy Angeis, Good

Men, Wicked Men, or Devils ;
E 2 But

h.
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Bat they are not the Word of any of thefe :
‘Thercforé, not the Word of any Creatare.

Trzv are not the Word of Holy Angels, or Compefed
by them ; becaufe Holy Angels wm{d n:‘é‘:r fay, Tbus [aith
¢be LORL, when it is not. Holy Angels cannot Lie, not
mmpofc upon us. They are not the Word of Good Men,
or compofcd by them ; becaufe there are Things Revealed
in them, which they could never have known without Re-
welation, a5 the Covenants of Redemption and of Grace, the
TRINITY of PERSONS in the GOD-HEAD, the
Uniow which is berwixt CHRIST"s Natares, CHRIST's
Satisfeltion. They arc not the Word of Wicked Mea, or
compofed by them ; becaufe they oppofe their Lufts, and
there are Things in them, which they could never have
known, without Revelation. They arc not the Word of
Devils, or compofed by them ; becaufe they oppofe their
Intereft, crufh their Kingdom, and promote the Salvation
of Souls, which they £Ewoy. Bur if it be faid, that she Holy
Scriprures were Compoted and Invented, partly by Holy
Angels, partly by Good Men. partly by Wicked Men, and
partly by Devils. ] Anfwer, That could never be, becaufe
of the Reafons now above-mentioned : Neirher is it poff-
ble that fuch Parties, which are fo diamerrically oppofice to
onc another, could dgree in fuch a Defign.  Alfo thereare
Tbmgs, up and down in the Scriptures, which no Crearure
could Compofe er Invent, as the Covenants of Redemptios
and Grace, CHRIST’s Natures and Satssfallin. Morcover,
tncre arc many Predi&ions in the Scriprures, which no Crea-
ture could have known. This will lead 10 a Second Ar-
gument. Now [ have proved, that the Holy Scriptures art
mot th: Word of auy Creature, or Compefed by anf
Creature : Therefore it tolloweth, that they muit be the
Word of GOD. |

2d. Arg Tnr Predi&tions or Prophcher, which arc it
the Scr:ptures, prove them te be GOD's YWord. I fhsk
inflancc a Few. ’ o C
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Gen. 49. 10. The Scepter Ball vac_?w’:b,
lnw:tg;:nkmb: F:uﬁl H[LOI.‘mra:
onte bim [bali the gathering of the Posple be.

Tug Senfe is, that the Jews fhould rot ceafcto bea
Kingdom er Republick, and have 2 Governm:nt of their
owa, uaiil SHILOH. that is, CHRIST, theuid ceme ; and
then tacre thould be the flocking in of Nationste him that
is, m wy of the Gentile Nadaon< fhonld embrace the Doc-
trine of CHRIS T, or the Chriftian Faith. Now do we not
find this Predition, which was manv hundreds of Years
before the Accomplithment of it, exally fulfilled. Do we
nok fee, that when once the Jews got the D-gnity & Power
into their Hands, for this Rrophecy doth noc fix the Time
of the Sceprer and Law-giver’s beginning with them, yet
the Event makes it plain,that it was not until Dacid’s time:
Now frem David’s time down until CHRIST's Tims, the
Jews never ceaied cither 1o be a Kingdum, or Republick,
and o have a Guverument of theirown  As for th- fevemty
Years of the Jews Capiivity, that was only a fhort Inter-

106 of theurr Government, and 15 not to be taken notice
of, whea we confider the many huadrz=ds of Yearsthey had
the Government : And as for that Objc&ion, that Levites
were al(6 in the Jewith Sanhedrim; now the Jews were
Goveracd fome hundredsof Yearsbefore CHR 5T s Bireh,
by their Sanaedrim. I anfwer, The Sanhedrim had cheir
Power from the Jews,and altho® they did cheofe fim: Le-
vites to be amongft their Senators, this deth not fay, that
the Jews had not a Government of their own, no more than
you could fuy, that the Kingdom of Poland, was not the

infdom of Poland, at that Tgxmc when the Psles chefe an
Englith Man to be their King.  As tochat Obje&ion, thae
Herod the Great, an Jiumean, had gotthe Jews Scepter be-
fore CHRISTs Birth ; I anfwer, this was buc a very ligle
before CHRIST s Birth : Now, in s Prophetick Stile, 2
Thing nigh hand to be donc, is fometimss reckon=d done
but withal, the Jewifh Sanhedrim had many Conretts wid;
Herod about his Government, and did not fally fubmis uyco
him, tll the laR Year of his Reign, which was afer
' ' - CHRIST,
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CHRIST"s Warivity. Alfo it is evident, that the Jewsdid
not then lofe all their Government, tho® their Sanhedrim
had not the Power of Lite and Death ; yet they had a
Government of their own, as appearcth from $eb. 7. 51.
and Job. 18. 31. So the Jews were a Kingdom from Dagid’s
Time, untl the Captivity : And after the Caprivity for
fome hundreds of Years, they were a Repubiick, or Com-
mon-wealth, and governed by fevemty Seuators, or the
Sanhedrim, until CHRIST came; and then, the gathering
of the Nations were unte him. Do we not fee, how that
in a very fhort time after CHRIST s Crucifixion, the Gof~
pel by kis Difcipics was fpread through a great deal of 4/,
Enrope and f-ica. Now the Accomplithment of this Pre-
di&ion, proveth three great ‘Teuths, (1) That there is a
GOD. (2) That the Holy Scriptures are GOD’s Word.
(3) That the MESSIAS is come. This is a confounding
Text to the Jews; as appeareth from their eonfufed and
diftra@=d Interpretations of it. Some of the Jews by
Scepter tell us may be underftood, the Rod of Afflic-
tion, becaufe the Word fignificth alfoaRod : Ianfwer,
this is contrary to the fenfe of the Words, if you confider
the following -Word Laso-giver. Some Jews tc{i us, thar by
Skiloh 1s underftood Aofes : But I'anfwer, this is contrary to
{ nfe, for the Jews had not a Law-giver until Mofes; buc
then he was not a Jew, but a Levite: but fuppofe he had
been a Jew, which is falte, yet is that Good Senfe, to make
the Beginning of a Scepter and Government, the Deftrué&i-
on and Ending of a Scepter and Government ? Some by
Shiloh underftand David: This is alfo contrary to Senfe ;
for the Scepter and Government of the Jews, did not End
i David's time, but then only had its Beginning in  David,
and continued downunt.l C{IRIST came. Reader, No-
tice the belt and lcarnedett of the Jewith Writers, hefore
CHRIST"s Birth, underfood this Text of CHRIST, as
appearcth fram their Chaldaic Paraphrafts, and theie

‘Talmud.

Tuar the MESSIAS is come, is plain, becaufe we

are old in Gen. 49, 10. that the Gevernment when once
come
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eome into the hand of the Jews,thatit thould he ledged with
them, uniil the MESSIAS fhould come. Now the Jews
had a Government frem David’s time down until forty Years
aficy CHRIST s Crucifixion : And then Zitxs the Roman
Emperor deftroyed their Government Zetally : fo that now
it is abour Sixtcen Hundred and Sixty T'wo Years, fince
the jews have loft their Government ; and are ever fince
fcatcered up and down, having no Government of their own.
So that if CHRIST be not come, he ts never to come.

‘Tur fecond Prophecy which I fhall inftance, is Haiab's
predicting, That the Foundation of the fecond Temple,
thould be laid by the Commandment of Cyrus the Perfian
Monarch, and mentioning him by name ; whereas the faid
Jfaiab lived about Two Hundred Years befere Cyrus. Ifai.
44 28. That faith of Cyrus, ve is my [bepberd, and [ball perform
all riy pleafure, even faying to Terufalem, Thou fhalt be buili,
and to the Temple, Toy Foundation fball be laid.

A third Prediétion you have in Dan 8 21, 22, And tle
rough Gcat is the King of Grecia, axd the great Hoim that is
betweew bis eyes is the firf King. Now that being broken,

wheveas fouy flood-wp for it, fiur Kingdoms fball fand up ext of
the Nation, but met in bis Power.

Herx you have Daniel pr(ghcfying of the Grecian Mo-
narchy, and of .flexander the Grear, and how his Kingdom
was to be divided into four ; whicl: Predi&ion was not ac-

i)ompliﬂxcd for feveral Scores of Years afier Dayiel's
cath.

A fourth Prediction, is that of the four Monarchies, and
their Kali in Damiel, to wit, the Affyrian or Babylonian, the
Perfiaw, the Grecian, and the Roman ; whereas Daniel liv'd
only in zhe end of tue Babylonian, and the beginntng of
tie Perfian Monsrchies.  The Free-Thinke:spofhbly m.y

fi}y, that thefe Prophefies of [aniel, were put into bis
Book afier their Accompliimentr I Aufwer 10 thiy,

& 1. That
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1. That if thefe Prophefies of Dariel, were ini_rted od
put it, by fome Perfon or Perfons, who lived fince Danicl,
and faw their Accomplifbment ; then there mift have beea
a Time fince Danicl, that his Book had not all thefe Pro-

fics in it, which mow sre init. Now, Free-Thinker, it
incumbent upon thee, to fhew that there was a Time,
fince Danicl’s days, in which bis Book had no fuch Pro-
fics in it, as thefe of the four Monarthics, and their

all ; or that there was a Time fince Daniel,ta which there
was never any fuch Prophefies in the World, as fome of
thefe which are now in his Book ; which I challenge theé
to fhew. Pray, Free-Thinker, thew me the Age or Time,
fnc: Danicl, that there was no fuch Prophiefies extant, or
in being, in the World, as thefe of the four Monatchies,
and tocir Fall : Hew unrcafonable is it for thee to affirmy

withcut Reafon or Proof !
2. I Anfwer, Ifthis he true, tht the Predi&ions which

sre in Danicl, were inferted by fome Perfoa or Perfons
zfter their Accomplifhment ;| then this muft have beea
done, cither before CHRIST s Days, or fince CHRIST s
Days : But neither : Thercforc thss is a Falfury, to wit, to
fay, that any Pcrfon er Pzcfons, inferted the Prediétionsin-
to Danicel’s Book afier ikicir Accofplifhment, or after they
were fulfilled. The djcuiih Church, from Danicl’s Time
until CHRIST"s, had the keeping of the Book of Daniel.
Now no Perfon or Perfens could be allowéd to impofe
upon, and add to the Book of Danicl ; becaufe the Jews

Jocked upon the Book of Daniel ss GOD’s Word: And
the different Se@sand Principles which were amon t!‘;
ani

Jews, would tend to the kecping of the Book of
pure, and hinder them from any finful Combinaticn about
impofing upon the Book of Daniel. Morcover the iews
for fome Hundreds of Years betore CHRIST, had all the
Words, yea and b.ettens of every Bock of the Old Tefta-
ment numbred ; fo that no Perion or Perfons.for theabove-
faid Reafous, could impofe upon or add to the Book of
Daniel, without 2 difcovery. Anditis very well known to

the learncd World, how the Jews have been vary cxaé}t 10
telf
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their keeping of :he Holy Scriptures of the Old T'efameng
lp‘bn'c '1,‘ althe’ they puz many a corrupt Explication upon
e Text. ’

_ Ax» now finee CHRIST s Days, there could be no Im-
pofition made apon the Book of Danicl ; becaufe if fo, then
1t muft be done by Jews or Chriftians ; bat this coald be
done by neitzer of thefe, becaufe they are oppofite one to
amvtber 1n their Religion.  So that the eme will not fufferthe
stber to impofc apon the Book of Danicl ; fer both affert

its Divine Authority:

8. I Anfwer, that there are fome of the Predi@ions of
the Book of Danicl, to be accomplithed yet ; and indced
there are Preditions in Dani-l, which extend o the End

of this 'World. |
Tur fifth and laft Predi@ion which I fhall inflance, is

that of the Jews Converfion, in Rom. 11.25. For I crould
#ot Brribren, that you fbould be igncrant of this Myflery [ left you
Jbosld be wife im your ewm Coceits ] that Blindnals im pavt is
bappesed ve Ifrael, until the fulpefs of the Gentiles be come in.
Thac is, after the univerfal fpreading of the Gofpel among
the Gentiles, and their embrating Chridtianity ; then the
Jevis judicial Blindnefs will be removed, and they fhall
alf> embrace Chrittianity, and be Converted.

Reapzx, canft thou miznce me any Nation in the
World, that hath been fcattered up and downt in various
Places of the World, but for the Space of Five Hundred
Years, and yet not {fwallowed up in thefe Nations where it
hath been fcattered, 10 that it can be faid, Thefe few
People, in this Nation, and in that Nition, are of fuch a
Dzicent, and yet all the Time ftill having no Dominion or
Government of their own, being under the Government of
thele Natnons whare their fcaucred Lot 1s, as may be faid
of the Jews 2 Surc there is not the Parallel of the Jewith
Na[im} i the Warld, (,bnﬁ.x'ar.uix tﬂ'iﬁdfrlﬂdif, Co dcrmg
what things are to be confidered. There is a Divine Pro-

F vider.ce
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vidence in this, that they are thus preferved, tho’ thus fea-
tercd up and down Ewrspe, Afia, Africa, and America.

Tnr Jewsare to be Converted, bat befora this there is
to be the Fulnefs of theGentiles. Now this is carrying en,
the Gofpe! is come to America, and in GOD"s Time the
poor Indians in_4merica fhall know CHRIST. This Fal-
tefs of the Gentiles, will be confiderably accomplithed
when Anti-thrift ahd Mahomer fhall be taken out of the
way., So there isto be the roral downfall of Anti-chrift
and Mahomet, before the Jews Converfien.

1. Tur total Downfall of Anti-chrift, Rev. 16. 10. 4nd
thr fifth Angel pesred out bis Vial upon the Seat g the Beaft
anc bis Kingdom <vas full cf Darknejs. Now this Downfall of
Anu-chrift 1s begun; there are fome of GOD's Vials poured
out upon him: but when this mentioned Rew. 16, 10. is
poured cut, then fhall be his great Downfail.

2. Tuergr iz to be the Downfall of Mahomet, Rev.
6. 12. And the [ixth Ang;;)mred out bis Vial supon the great
Rizer Eupbrates ;, and the I aters thereof awere dried up, that the
way of the Kinps of the Eaff might be prepared. Now the
Mabhometan Turk 1s as pewerful as ever; but when his
Power is broken, then thcere fhall be the Converfion of the
Jews; or at leaft, the great Preparation for their Conver-
fion who are called Kings of the Eaft. 1. Kings becaufe
GOD promifed to make them a Kingdom of Priefts.
Exod. 19. 6. And ye fball be wunto me a Kingdom of Friefis.
2dly. Kings ot the Eaft, becaufe great Muhtitudes of them
inhabit the Eattern Coumtries.

Now thefe Prediftions, which are in the Holy Scrip-
tures about Thiugs not dependant upon Natural Canfes, but

Certirgent to us, elemonftrate their Original so be from
GUD.

Moruevrx,this Confideration, that there is not an _4ze
m s Wond, but it s thll porniing unto and fulfilling
' femcthing
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forzcthing of the Holy Scriptures, with refpe&t uaro the
Church of GOD. As alfo the Sublimity of the Matter in
the Holy Scriptures. And the Great £ffica:y they have up-
on the Souls of hen and Women, to a haly Reformation
of them, and 10 a Life of Pra®ical Godlinefs. And the
HErmony of the Writers, they all concentring in and agrees
ing ro the fame Scopg and Ends, to wit, te prets bolimefs and
Feavenlinefs upon Souls, 1o fhew Men snd Women the say
to Salvation , and to give glorv to GOD : rotwithilynding
their living in different Places, and in dlﬁc;ip.qt Ages; i
being about Fifieen Hundred Years from Jdigfess Time,
who wrore the firft Five Baoks iu the Old Teftament, ta
obr the Divine's, who wrote the Revelation.  Asalfe the
impartiality of the Writers; they fewing down theirewn
Sins and Failings, as well as their Jertues and Graces ; as
Aicfes, David and Jomab. And finally, tk - - ~ny Exccllemcies
of the Holy Scriprures, are Arguments '« ¢i.der” - Jiem o

be the Ward ot GOL,

Furturr, Deift or Free-Thinker, doth not that excel-
lent Syflem or Con:pend of the Laws of Nature, givenby GOD
to ofes [ I meun the Ten Commands ] demontirate it felf
to be frum GODB, and to be his Extraordinary Revelation 2
And altho’ the greateft part of the faid Compend, be. natu-
vally .ifcral, or known lyy Natures Light ; yet could cvee
any Mortal invent juch a Comnpend, and in fuch Orderyand in
fuct fw Hirdr 2 Could ever any Nation amonz the moft
Learned and Civilized Hcatheps prodyge the like §

At so, Free-Thinker, what think:f thou of that Pattern:
of Prayer which CHR,IS”I" hath given us in the New-
Teftament ‘[I mean the Loap's PravEer ] doth jt not
evidence it felf to be immediately from GO0 2 Is there
any Perition thou fhouldeft pyt up e GOD, or is there
any Petition wiich thoy canft lawtully put up e GODy
buc it is either contained 1n fume of thefe Petitions of the
LORD's Prayer, or it is redacible 1o fome of them 2 Is
there not Multum in Parve, is there not much in a few
Hods 2 The more thoy diligently readeft ity and ferioufly

Fa perafeit
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wnerufeft it, wilt thon not flill fee more of GOD in it,and
that it is his Extraordinary Revelation ? Isicuot a PericQt
Patern of Prayer ?

" 1 come new to Anfwer fome Objeéions,which are brought
sgain the Seviptures being the Word of GOD, by Athcifts
and Infidels, and Deifts or Free-Thinkers.

" . 1t Objellion, In the Scriptures there arc Words of De-
vils, and Wicked Men, of Good Men and Angrls, and
Gitattons our of Heathen Books ; as A&. 16 28. Forin bim
we live, and move, apd bave onr Being ; as certain alfo of yosur
owsn Poets bave faid ; for we are alfo bis Off pring: Therefore
the Scripturcs are net the Word of GOD.

I Anfwer, there are indeed the Words of Devils and
Wicked Men, of Geod Men and Angels, and Cirations out H
of Heathen Books, in the Scriptures : yet fill the Seriptarcs
are the Word of GOD ; beeaufe GOD Infpired his Ama-
muenfes ot Holy Men, the Writcrs of tkefe Books of tke Holy
Scriptuves, to lzc’t down thefe Words which are in them, of

Devils and Wicked Men, of Good Men and Angels, and
Cirations out of Heathens.Now the holytcripturesareGOD’s
BOOQK, becaufe GOD irfpired his Pen-men, to write Al
that is written in the Scriptures, fo the Scriptures are ftill
GOD’s Bask. AN that are in the Scriptures, arc not to be
our RULE of Life : Some things arc fet down fer cur In-
formation. Caurion, and Warning : Sem things for our
Rule of Life In what eonfifts GOD's Jujpiration of the
Holy Scriptur-s ? I anfwer, It confifteth in his Watching
over, by his fpecial Providence, his Quer rmling, In-
flucncing, Guiding wnd Dire&ing thefe Holy Men, the
Amanuenfes or Writers of the [oly Scriptures, to fet down
his own Words and Revelations, the Words and Action:
of Devils and Wicked Men, of good Men and Holy An-
gels, as they were fpoke and donc ; yet @ill making ufe of
the natural Abilities, Faculties, ind Qualifications of his A-
manucnies, or Holy Writers, @when and in what they might
be made ufe of. And alfo, he tuited his Injpiration to the

| particulaf
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particular Genius of the various Pen-men; hence are the
various Stiles of the Pen-men peculiar to themfelves in the
Holy Scriptures. Yet GOD or the HOLY SPIRIT did
pot always So; fometimes upon occafions, he fuggefied
Werds unto them, unto which they were accuftomed: and
alfo fomerimes fuggefted matter unto them, whick they
themfclves might be ignorant of alogether, as in dark
Prophefies.

2d ObjeBion, T'mx- Seriptures cannot be the Word of
GOD, becaufe they give us an account of T hings contrary
to Reafm,as the TRINITY of PERSONS in the GOD-
HEAD. Is not that contrary te Reafen, that Three Men
can be One Man, and One Man Tbree Men ?

I Anfwer, From the Nature of Man, unto GOD’s Na-
ture, the confzquence will not always follow. And what
is a Contradi&ion tn one Nature, may not be a Contradic-
tion in another Nature : as for inftance, to tell a Blind Man,
that you can fee an Objeé&k Ten Miles off, as foon asan
Obje&t Half a Mile off, this is what fecmeth a Contradi&ion
to him ; he never havinz had the Senfe of Sight, he cannog
conceive it: faith the Blind Man, Sure I cannot go Ten
Miles, as foon as Half'a Mile : How can 2 Man fee an O5-
je& Ten Miles off, as foon as an Obje@ bur Half a Mile .
eff ? Now is it not a contradiction in the Nawre of geing,
that a Man fhould go T'en Miles as foon as Half s Mile ;
but you fee that it 1s no contradiétion in che Senfe of Sight,
for a Man toe fee an Obje@ Ten Miles off, as foon as Half
a Mile: When you lift up your Eyes, you may fce the
Sun, which 1s Millions of Miles off from you, as fon asthe
Top of your Houfe, or the Clouds. Hence it is plain, that
that is a comtradiilion in one Nature, which may not bz a cen-
tradittion \n arother Nature. Neow gran: chat it isa contra-
diction for tkrez Mecn te be ame Man, and ome Man rhres
Mea ; yet it doth not follow, that it is 8 Contradiion
that Three Perfons in the Tririty thould be One God, and One
God Three Perfons. Now if a thing be a Con:radiétionia
opc Created Nature, which is not in another éreted Nature ;
then

.
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then furcly that can never follow, that that which is 2 con-
tradi@ion in a Created and Firite Naturg, muft be alfo a
coentradition in an Unicreatod and Jifinite Nature.

Terng 1s a2 dark Refemblance of the TRINITY of
PERSONS, and UNITY of ESSENCE of the GOD-
HEAD, in the Soul of Man. In the Soul of Man, the (-
cerflanding, Memevy, and 3 1l are the Soxl ; and the el iy
the Underflarcive, Afemory and Hill. The Ayflery of the
TRINFIT 1s not contrary te Reafon. And it 15 highly rea-
fonable that Man fhould believe wharever GOD affirmeth ta
be a Truth, when he 1s convinced that the Truth 1s afs
firmed by GOD: Why ? becaufz GOD is a GOD of
Trutb and cannot Lie. So that a Divine Myflery 1s not con-
trary to Reafon ; 2nd Reafm is not contrary to Ditine Faith ;
yca Reafer pleads for & Divine Faith.

5d. Objefion, ‘T ax are 2 great many contradi&ions in
the Holy Scriptures ; therefore they are not GOD's Hord.

A fwer, Turrx sre feveral feeming ContradiZiions in the
Holy Scriptures, but not eme real Contradiciion. Now thete
Joeming Comtralittions, which are in the Holy Scriptures,
flow from the Blindnefs of Man"s Mind, or our Igaerance
of the Scriptures. (1) Our Ignorance of its Trepes or
Figures; as for inftance, dickal Saul’s Daughter had no
Children, 2 Sam. 6 23 yetin 2 Sam. 21. 8. fhe is faid 10
have five Sons. I anfwer, thefc Words in 2 Sem. 21. 8,
Lave an Ellipfis in them : The five Sors of Adjchal, tha is,
the Sifter ot i#ichal, to wit, Merot ; for Jerob was married
to deviel the Mecholathite, here mentioned 2 Sam. 21. S
as appearcth trom 1 Sam. 18. 19 and pcflibly at this Time
Alerch was Dead, and fo Aiickal had taken thefe ive Chil-
dren to educate and breed them up a* her ownjand fo
they might b: called Aichal’s Sens. (2) Our Ignorance of
i:s diffcrent Commencements or Beginnings of Chrenolegical
Reckomirgs. (3) Our Ignorance of 1cs diﬂgcrcnt beginnings
of Genealogics.  (4) Our Ignorance of different Names

given to the fume Perfonsand Placgs in It: and oxr Iguo-
r4nce
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rance of the fame Names given to different Perfons and
Placesin It. Mr. Pool in his Annotations, anfwers fome of
thefe feemimg Contradiftions which are in the Holy Scriptures;
bur very Amply or Fully in his Criticks, and that to the

great Sarisfadtion of tender Confciences, unto which I refef
the Obﬁ@bt. ' ‘

. 4ib Ob;e&mn, ~'I"u.z ix arc inipoﬁbilitiu in the Scripm'i'cs;
fuch as Balaam’s Afs 1o {peak ; the threcChildren preferved
in Nebuchadnezzar’s Flames ; Jonab to live in the Whaies

Belly, and nort diffolved : Terefore the Scriptures are not
GOD’s Ward. )

Anfwer, 'Tuz sk things were miraculous, and contrary to
the common and flated Laws of Nature ; but not. One of them
Impoffible ; becanfe GOD by his Power, which is Irfnite,
could eafily bring thefc Things to pafs. GOD can Work
with Means, without Mecans, and with contrary Means;
and 1o fay /5 is no abufe of his Pawer, but to f{ay atberwsfe
is to fpeak diminutively of GOD’s Power.

§th Oéjcvﬁisk, Tuere are myfterious and dark Tbiigi"ia
the Scriprures; therefore they are not GOD’s Word.

#nfwer, Hap it not been that there are mylterious
Things in the Scriptures,then this would have been an Ohs
jection againt their being the WORD of GOD. Thefe
myflerious thing s, which arc in (ke Scriptures, are an Argu-
ment of their being the WORD of GOD ; they being fuck
Dbings as could never have been Invented by any Creature.

i dale e e e Nala e Nadte e
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CHAP X

Proving that CHRIST is come, and tha
- HMess theMESSIAS fpoken of inthe OLL
TESTAME N1, andthat He isGOD

HA'T there was fuch a Perfon as CHRIST in thi
World, is Pl 4

Frp, Frem the Holy Scriptures: the Evangelifts give
us an account of CHRIST"s miraculous Cenception, #at.
20,21. Luk.1.35 Of his Birth at Bethlechem of Judah
i Cefar Auguftus Days, Lak.2. 1, fo 8, Of his entring upon
his publick minifterial Work in Tiberius the Roman Em-
perot’s Days, Lak. 3.8, 16,21, 22, 234. verfes compared.
And of his holy Life, fweet Sermons, his Crucifixion and
Death under Pontius Pilate the Roman Governour.

Secondly, From the mel Hiftorian Fofepbus,who w2san
Eye Wimefs of the Deftruétion of Jerufalem : he ewis,
th.at’ﬁ?} ‘fuch a Perfon asCHRIST 15 jJudea. fewith
Hiftetians fince CHRIST, and thefe which are now in our
Days, own that there was fuch a Perfon as CHRIST, tho’

they are great Encmies 1o Chriftianity.

Tbirdly, From Heathen Writers. ‘The great O:ator and
Roman Hiftorian Qacitus, in his 15tb Book of Anaals, cwns
that there was fuch a Perfon as CHRIST, when treating of
the Punifhmentof Chriftians by Nevo ; he fays that CHKIST
was the Author of the Name Cuarrsrran, and thar he
fuffered Punifnment by Pentius Pilate the Governour, inrhe
Reign of Ziberius the Reman Emjeror: the Woias of
Tacitus are asfolloweth, Auctor Nominis ejus Clrifius, yui Ti-
berio impevante, per Procuratorem Pontiumn Pilatnm, Supplicio
afieéius evat ; thatis, The Author of thar Name [ 1o wit,
Chriftian] was CHRIST, who fuffered by Portus P lite

the Governour,while Tiberius was Emperor, or Governiny.
NowW
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Now this Zacitus was born fhortly after CHRIST"s Cruci-
fixion, in the Reign of Claudius Czfar ; he died iii the
time of Hadridns Reign : in the days of Vefpafian he was
Governour of Gallis Belgica; he was Co-temporary with

‘ L«:fcphus the Jewith Hiftorian. Swetomins, another Roman
iftorian, in his 2 §th Chap, of Claudius, owns that there
was fuch a Perfon as CHRIST, but he blunders, purting

d for i, Chrefle for Chrifto.

Now that there was {uch 2 Perfon as CHRIST, I have
made plain from Scripture, and from Jewith and Heathen

Hiftones.

I come now to thew, that THE CHRIST which tas

- Bern 1., Auguftus Czfar’s Days, and Crucified in Tiberius
Da;:, of which we read in the New Teflament, is the
MESTTAS prophefied of in the Old T:Rament ; which

I thus prove,

Ary: Ie cac Prophefies of the MESSIAS in the Old

- Tefturaenr do agree unto and are fulfilied in CHRIST,

of wh.m & rcag in the New Teftament ; then CHRIST

i in the ew TeRament, is the MESSIAS which was pro-
pheliec of in the Oid Teftament : .

 DBur the Prephefies of the MESSIAS in the Old Tefta-

‘ment, do agre: unto and are fulfilled in CHRIST, in the

m
I ”~— .
New Toiament

»

~ Theretore CHRIST in the N:?'~Tcﬁamcht is the
MESSIAS which wasProphefied of ifrthe Old Teffament.
- ¥ |

7'-\ 74 I

Now ir remaains, that I prove that the'Ryop! es of the
MEJ~IAS in the Old Teftament, do agree™urito and are
Glflled -1 CHRIST in the New Teftanient.

I It was Prophefied of the MILSSIAS, that he fhould
b:c Born of :ue Trihe of Judah, about the time that the
Government was to depart trom the Jews, Gen 49. 10.
Tho Sceptev fball not depart from Fudab, nov a Laww-pever feom
betmviom fis fe-t, until Skiloh come, and uiito bim fbll the g
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thering of tke People be. So at CHRIST"s 3irth, the Jews
had greatly loft their Government, Luk. .2, 6. And a-
bout Ferty Years after CHRIST"s Crucinxion, their Com-

mon-wealth and all their Remains of ‘sovcrnment, were
totally broken by Titus Vefpafian. |

II. 'That the MESSIAS fhould be 3orn of the Family
of David, Ifai. 2. 2, ts 11. énd there [t all come forth a4 Red
out of the flem of Feffe, and a branch fball grow out of Fis roots.—
This agreesto CHRIST, Luk. 3. 23, and 31.compared.

JIT. That he fhould be Born of a Virgin, Ifa 7. 14 ---
Biboli a Firgin fball conceive, and be.ir & Son, and fball call bis
Narmie Immanuel. Sce this fulflled i1 CHRIST, A/at.1.18,z21.

I¥. That he fhould be Borr in Bethlchem, Mic.§.2.
Eut shou Bethlehem - ost of thee fball be come fortk unto me,
th ¢ is to be Ruler in Ifracl; who'e goings forth have been from

of cld. from Everlafling. ‘This was fulfilled in CHRIST,
Luk. 2.4.10 8. '

V. The MESSIAS was to be Sold, Zech. 11.12. —--- $o

¢} ey weighed for my price, Thirty Pieces of Silver. S0 CHRIST
was fold for Thirty Pieces of Silver, Mat 26. 15.

VT 'The MESSIAS was to be Pierced, Zech. 12. 19, ---
Aid they fball look upon me, abom tkey bave Pievced. The
Meffias was to be Pierced in his Hands and Feet, Pf 22.16.
So CHRIST was pierc:d in his Side with a Spear, and in
his Hands and Fectr wich the Nails on the Crofs.

VII. The Meffias was to be numbred with T'ran{greflors,
Ifai. §3. 12. --- He haib> poured out bis Soul unte Death; and be

was pmbred with the Tranfgrefcrs. So CHRIST died be-
twixt two Thieves, 4fat.27. 38.

Vill. 'The Garments of the Mefias were to be parted,
and a Lot catt for his Velture, Plal 22,18, They part my
Garments
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Garmants amseg tlem, and caft its ypon my Fefture. Thiswas
fultilled in CHR ST, Fob. 19. 23, 24.

IX. The Meffias’s Body was not to fee Cerryption. Pfal.
1§. 10. Neitber wilt thou fuffer thi-e Holy One to fee Corruption.

So CHRIST did ot fee Corruption, his Body was raifed
the third day. <

X The Meffias wasto afcend up into Heaven after his
Kefurre&ion, Pfal. 68. 18 Ttou haft afeended on bigh, thou
bafl led captivity captive. So CHRIST afcended into Hea-

ven. Lk 24. 51. . .

XI. The Meffias was to be a Light to the Gentiles, Ifai.
49, 6.~ I will afo give thee fer & Ligrt to the Gentiles, that
thes mayft-be my Salvation imte the end of the Earth. Andthe
gathering of the People fhall be to him, Gen 30 10. Now
this is fulfilled in CHR/S7. In a liude time atier CHRIST’s
Afcention, many Geatile Nations were enlightned wich his
Gofpel. How did Chrifiianity fly up and down, & fpread
almoft through all the Roman Bmpire {as appcarcth from
the Book of the 4¢ts, Paul’s Epifiles® in a fhort Time after

CHRIST's Afcenfion ?

XII It was propheficd of the Mefias. INar. 61. 1. Tie
Spirit of the LORD GOD :5 upon me, becanfc tle Lord hate
aucinted me to preach good tidings to the Meek, ke Lath fenf nie
to bind up the broken bearted, to proclaim Libeity to the Captives,
and the opening of the Prifon to then: that ave bownd. Now this
was fulfiled in CHRIYT in the New Teftament: fee Lk
4.16,¢0 23. CHRINT had the Spiric above meafure, ol
3- 34. We have manv fwest Scrmons of CHRIST inthe
ﬁ'our Evangelifts. CHRIST was a Spiritual Phyncian to
many broken hearted ones ; He delivered Souls from then
ftivitual Caprivity and fpiritual Prifons, by Coxzv;rrirxgt}chn.

Bur further, when CHRIST came into the World, the
aws at that time had grear ixpectations of the Aefias's
Coming. And CHRIYY in the days of his Flefh, did more
| G2 Mirac)as
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Miracles than ever any Perfon in the World before him :

and his Difcipies did many Miracles in his Name. CHRIST
raifed Perfons Dead to Life again ; this is a Work above

- . the Power of Nawre. CHRIST's Lifo was Holy,-his Do;-

#rine was True and Holy. I think the Multitude and Va-
riety of CHRIST’s Miracles. and the multitude of Miracles
doue in the Name of CHRIST by his Difeiples, wich the
bolinefs of CHR IS?"s Life, and the weracity and holincfs of his

offrige ; and thef- things which wer: predicted of the

effias in the Old Teftament, being fulfilled in CHRIST in
the New Teftament, Do prove that CHRIST in the New
Tefameat, is the Meffias of GOD whica was prophefied of
mn the Old Teflamert. _

Now 1 preceed to prove that CHRIST is GOD.

A4g. He to whom the Names of GOD, the incommu-
nicable Aurnbutes or Perfeétions of GOD, the Works of
GOD, and the Worthip of GOD, are all afcribed, mut
be GOD - ’

Bur all thefe are afcribed to CHRIST :

Therefore CHRIST is GOD.

Tue Namesof GGD are afcribed te CHRIST in the
Old Teftament. Pl 45. 6. Thy Throne, 0 GGD, is for cver
and ever ; the Scepter of thy Kmadom. is a vigkt Sceptev. Ifai.g 6.
Eor unto us a Child is Bovi-—-and bis Name fball be called ---

In the New Teftament Rom 9. 5. 2 Tcfe ave 12 Fatkers,

and of whom as concernirg the Fiefh CHR IS came, whe is cved
all, GOD bleffed for ever.

Twe Incommunicable Attributes of GOD are afcribed
unto CHRIST. '

Omnifciency, isafcribed unto CH/RIST, Joh, 21, 17. Lerd,
bou knoweft all things, thou kvowwefl that I lev> thee.
Omniprefence, Mat. 18, 20 For where Tawo or Thvee ary
gatbered togeaer in wiy Nume, theve am 1. the agdd of t (.)em. _
mats
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QOmnipoetency, Rev. 1. 8 ---- awbich is to come, the Amizbty.

Eternity, Rev. 1. 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the Begin:
ning and the Endine, jaith the LUR D, whico is, and which was,
an 1 abich is to Come. Mic. §. 2. But thou Betblebent ---- out
of thee fball be come forth unto me, that is #a be Ruler in Ifracl,
wbofe eoings forth bave been from :£ Old, from Everlafling. Now
it is impoffible any Creatwre can have thefe.

Tve H ks of GOD are afcribed unto CHRIST.

The Works of Creation, Joh. 1. 1.-—— and the Word was
GOD. ver. 2. 4!l things were made by Him, and without bim
svas not any thing made that was made. and Heb. x. ¢. :

The Works of Providenoc are afcribed to CHRIST,
Col. 1. 17. A4nd be is before all things, and by bim all things con-

i,
[ﬁThe Works of Salvation. CHRIST pardons Sin, Mar.
2.5 Ween Fefus faw their Faith be faid unto the fick of the
Palfie, Sen thy Sins ave forgiven thee CHRIST Sanctifies
Souis, 1 Cor. 6.11.--~ but ye are wafbed, but ye dre [anflified,
but ye ave juflified in the Name of our LORD FESUS.

Tus Wer/bip of GOD is afcribed unte CHRIST.

B-pirfn 1s in his Name, Mat. 28. 19. Go ye therefore and
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father,
ard of the Sin,and of the Ha{y Ghoft

The Publick Benediction 1s in his Name ; 2 Cor. 13. 14.
The Grace of cur Lord Fefus Chrift, and the Love of God, and
t:e Communion of the Holy Ghojl, be with you all, .4mnen.

I fhall inftance only one Scripture more, which proves
CHRIST to be GOD ; and that is in Phil. 2. 6. WFbo being
xg t,’}e Form of GOD, theught it n> Robbery to be equal with

'O 1), '

T'his Expreflion to be in the Formof GOD, fignifiesthat
CHRIST was GUD; as in the j#b. ver. his bemg in the -
Lerm of a Serv.mt, (ignifies that he was a ervant. And fo
CHRI>T being GOUD, he thought it no Robbery to be
bqual with GOD the Father.

Now

‘
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Now it followeth, fince the Names of GOD, and the fn-
communicable Attributes of GOD, the Works of GOD),
and the Worthip of GOD. are afcribed to CHRIST ; that

therefore CHRIST muft be GOD.

CHAP XL

Thet the CHRISTIAN RELI-
~ GION is the beft Religion.

Have proved the Neceffity of a Revealed Religion. 1 have

provea that the Holy Scriprares are GOD’s Word, 1
kave proved from the Scriptures and Jewifh & Heathenifh
Hiftorians, that CHRIST was in this World. I have proved
from the Holy Scriptures, that CHRIST in the New-Tefta-
ment, is the MESSIAS prophefied of in the Old Teftament,
and that ke s GOD. Now CHRIST when he was in this
World, taught his Church; and after his Afcenfion, Com
miffionated his Difciples to teach his Church thefe Trusis,
which he infpired the | to teach : thefe infpired Teachings
jn the New 1'cftamen.., contaig the Chriflian Religion: the
KEriftian Religion excelleth all other Religions in the World,

and is the teff Religion.

Tuk Chriftien Religim cxcelleth the Jewifh Religien,
() Becaufe it frees from the Yoke of Ceremonies. Now
the Ceremonial Law which was from GOD in the Old

Teftament is abrogated. (2) Becaufe the Jewifh Religion
pointed out CHRIST to come; but the Chriffian Religion

iveth us an account of CHRIST s Incarnaticn, his Life in
~gais World, his Death and Satisfaélion to Divine Juftice for
the Sins of GOD's People, his Refurredtion,and _dfcenfion into
Heaven, his Interceffion and /#ork there, and ot his preparijg

a Place there for lusown. (3) Becaufe GOD’s hatrcdq;o
Sin,
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Stn, and the Sinfalnefs of Sin,is feen tore fatly in CHR797
Crucifivion and Suffevings, than in the Old Teftament Sacri=
fices, which were Typical of CHRIST. (4) Becaufe its
Promifes are clearer.

_Tux Chriftian Religion wxcelleth the Mahometan Reli-
1on. The Mahometan Religion placeth the Happinefs of
Ec_avcn, in Eating, Drinking, Feafting, dclicate Diflres;
and in Carnal Love, and in afts of Senfual Pleafure,
Now thefe things mentioned, zre only fuirable to this Mor-
tal State, and Remedies for it : Eating and Drinking; are
for the Suftentation or Prefervation of Mankind here, and
thofe Carnal A&s are for the Generation and Multia
g}ication of Mankind : ButHeaven is a Place of Immorsalizy,
he Mahometan Religion teacheth us, that GOD is car-
ricd about in [{caven in a Scat : What an abfurd Notion
is this of GOD !

Tue Chriffian Religion excelleth the Religion of the Hean,
thens; not to fay any thing of the foolifh and prophane
Rites ufed by the Heathens in their Worfhip, as thofe in
their Feafls unto Bacchus and Flora; but confidering their
Religion in irts beft reprefentation ; it is but fuch as Natures
Light can difcover : It can never find out the way how
GOUD may be reconciled to Man; or the way how Sin,
which requireth an Infinite Punifbment, may be expiated.
Their Religion is Natural Religion. Now Man being
Fallen, there is no Salvation by this Religion: but the
Chriflian Relizion teacheth not only Natural Keligion, but
alfo the Religion Revealed by GOD,the Religion by which
we only can be Saved. It inttruéts us in the way of Recome
cilintion with GOD, and the way of Salvation ; which Natural

- Religien can never de.  As for the Deiftsor Free-Thinkers,
they are to be reckoned among Heathens in their Prirciples,
their Religion being only Natural Religion: yea, many
Heathens 1n their Principles of Religion, do excell the
Deifts or Free Thinkers, in this, that they do allow of a
Revealed Religion.  Natures Lighs teacheth the Necefliry
ei a Revealed i{cligion. |

- | CH,A?..
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Concerning a FUTURE STATE, with
@ [erious and fincere Expoftulation with,
and Exhortation and Counfel unto Deifts
or Free-Thinkers.

"I HAT there is a Future State, I prove from Reafen, not
1 to fay any thing of the Ithmortality of the Soul, fhe
being in her Nature Immorral, becaufe Lxcorruptiblc, and
becaufe of her filnple & incompounded Nature; you know

. the Soul hath fimple Senfations and Theughts, which can-

not be divided ; therefore the Soul her felt muft be fimple
and indivifible in her Nature, confequently {mmaterial, In-
corruptible, and Immortal in her Nawre ; anlefs you will
fay, that the Effedf can be more Noble than its efficient Caufe,
which faying will be abfurd and unreafonable. Are there
flot many wicked Perfons in this World, who deal moft
anjuflly with GOD, feoffing at all Religion 2 and unjuffly with
their Neighbours, opprefling then, and tyranmizing over
them ? and moft umxfily with themfelves, flighting the Sal-
vation of their owh Souls 2 And yet they are profpering
fometimes in this Werld, and havé-a full Cup ot Comforts
and Pleafures unto their dying Day ; not punifbed for their

Sins here.

Now if there be not a Future State, they not being pu-
nithed in this World. then they are never punifhed :
But GOD is a juft GOD, and fince they are nor punithed
in this World, they muft be punifhed inthe other World :
Thercfors, theie is a Futwe State.

T'o fay that there is not a Future State for M:n; is to fay

~ that GOD is not i, yea thar there is no GOD, ‘
.. 4
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An Expoflilation u'i}/! Deifts or Free-Thinkers. |

SIRS, ‘

Wiy do ye think that ye can be Saved by the Law and
Light of Nature ? The Law of Nature requircth Perfeld
and Con‘{lant Obedience. Now ye are Tranfgreflors of ir,and
the leaft Tranfgreflion of it deferveth Infinite Punifhment,
becaufe againft an Infinite Majefty. It is inconfiftent with
the Juftice of GOD, to pafs Sin unpunithed. Ye cannever
fuffer Infinite Punifhment for the tranfgreffing the Law of
Natuve ; therefore ye muft for ever, or always be punithed:
Therefore ye cannot be Saved by the Law of Nature, And
by the Liolt of Nature ye may know that GOD is Recon-
cilable, and vpon treating Terms with Man, by the varicus
acts of Bounty,and the many Favours conferred upon Man;
bur Zecw GOD is Reconcilable, the Light of Natuve can never
difcover; therefore there is a Neceffity of 2 Revraled Religion
to know the way cof Reconciliation with GOD, and the way
to Salvation and Happinefs. Hence it appeareth, that your
Principles in Religion, are worfe than the Heathens Principles,
in this refpect, that they do allow of a Revealed Religion,
which ye do not. The Light of Nature pleadeth fora
Revealsd Religion, but £ill ewneth 1rs Infufhicieney to find
it owr, Sirs, it is impoffible ye can be Saved by Natura) |
Religion, aa 1 have proved. Your denying of Il Revealed |
Religion, and of the Fboly Seriptures being GOD's Word,and |
the Divine Nature of CHRIST, are Errors in the Effential |
and Fandamental Principles of Religion, and will ruin’ your |
Souls for ever. Will ot thefe Difcoveries which ye Ka\'e‘
‘of the Way of Rocorciliation with GOD, and the Way to
Salvation and Hapginefs in GOD’s Word, augment your Tor-
ment, and Mifery in the other World 2 "I have proved
that the Way of Reconciliation and Salvation, which ye have
in GOD's Ward, could not be invented by any Creature ;
confequen:ly it is GOD's fnvention, Had it not been better
for you, that ye had never heard of the Contrivance of
GOD abour your Silvation, than when te hear ic that you

thould flight it ¢ g
H Words
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Words of Exhortation and Connfel unte Deifls or

Free-Thinkers.

\)‘

1. I earneftly defire of you, that ye endeavour to get the
firm and lively Faith of the Being of a GOD upon your
Spirits. O Sirs, it is a great thing to believe the Being of a
GOD ! Believe me, I knowit, to my awn fad Experierce. |
O Sirs, belicve me,it is one Thing to own the Being 0ofa GOD, |
and to fee that there is 2 GOD from rationicl Arguments ; | ‘
and it is quite anotber ‘T hing, fora Man to have a firong and
lively Faith of the Being of 2 GOD upon his pirit; fuch a
Faith as will exelude all Atheiflical Thoughts, anc. all Deubt-
ings about the Being of a GOD. O this is an high autain-
ment ! O but it is {weet to a gracious Soul ! this may be a
Spur to Duties ; this may make you truly careful 1o be Saved,
and to enjoy GOD for ever. O geta lively Faith of the |
Being of a GOD, with the Demosifiraticn of the Spirit and ‘
Poer. v . |

2. O difcharge the Duties ye owe to GOD your Maker ;
O Fear your offending of GOD, O Lsve GOD, Obey GOD,
Admire éOD, and Praife Him ; Seek GOD and Pray to him.
I beg it of you to Pray to GOD at leaft every Merning and
Evening: under the Law there wasthe Evening and Mern-
ing Sacrifice. Objedion, What need I pray, is not GOD
Omnifciert, and fo knows all my Wants ? And is he not
Good, and fo Ready to communicate unto all my Wants,
and to fupply them ? .dnfwer, Are ye not every Day and ¥
~ Night rccerving Mercies from GOD 7 And are ye not
always Simmirg, Sinning 2 Should ye not therefore,and 151t
ot kighly rational, that ye #hank GOD for the Mercies ye
are every Day and Night receiving from GOD 7 Doth
not the Law of Grattude require this 7 And is it not
highly rational that ye fhould beg from GOD daily the
Pardon of your Sins 7 From all which it is cvident, that it
is your Duty to Pray to GOD. O make Confcience in the
performing the Duties of Natural Religien ; this will help
- to own the Neceflity of a Revealed Religicn.  Revealed Re-
ligiow
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- figion is not cortr=ry unto Natural Religion. You fee that I
have proved fr-m Reafon,and the Light of Nature, that itis
yrur Duty to pray to GOD. Now that your Prayers may
be accepted, you muft Pray to GOD in CHRIST 'sName,
becaufe yon ave Sinners, and GQD’s Fuflice muft be Saris-
-fled,and CHRIST hath Satisfied Divine Fuflice : fo that ic
is upon CHRIST's Account that you can be accepted.

* 3. O be inquifitive about the Salyation of your Sewls :

and Meditate frequently upon Deth, Fudgment, and an
Eternal Future State. -
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Aﬂ APPENDIX,

Proving that the Preaching of meer Mora-
hity, is not the beft way of Preaching :
againft Free-Thinkers or Deifts.

‘I

”E;*:,I;‘&iﬁORALITY is Good, and faithful Minifters
' 2{e:.‘:;\zk‘of CHRIST will preach Morality; it is.
M & their Duty foto do. Every true Chriftian

) %{; 1s 2 MorahR, but every true Moraliit 1s Lot

B2 mnnieg @ true Chriftian, witnefsthe Young Mo in

- CORITRER the Gofpel. The meer Moraliit is not
GOD’s Saint, bur the ¥ orld’s Saint.

) ‘The preaching meer Morality is ot the belt way of
“preaching, 18 Beeaufe this will never inflruct finful and
corrupt Man 1 the Way of Salvation, or Reconciliation
with GOD. 2ndly. Becaufe if preaching meer .lforality be
the beft way of Preaching, then Heathens as Heathens may
be amongft the heft Preachers; that is, Men by the meer
Light ot Nature, withour the Bible, or Revelation, and
the knowlege of CHRIST, may be the beft Preachers.
And why not then a Heathen Seneca as cood a Preacher as
an Apoftle Paul 2 34}y, Becaufc if finful Mun fcan’c be
juttified before GOD by Morality or the Works of the
Law ; then the preaching of meer Jorality is not the beit
way of Preaching : But finful Man can’t be juttified before
GOD by Morality or the Werks of the Law : Thercfore

__the preaching of meer Vierality 1s not the beft way of preach-

ing. And that finful Man can’t be_juftificd by Morality

or the Works of the Lavw, is plain from Rom. 3. 20, Tiere-

Jove by tne deeds of tho Law, theve [bsil no fiofk be jufiified in Lis
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Sight : for by the Law is the knowledg?af Sin. Poflibly,Free-
Thinker, thou mayft fay, that the word Law in the Texa
now cited, is to be underftood only of the Ceremonial La v ;
| Butitisevident that the word Lagw here in the *forefaid

" Text, is to be undcerfiood alfo of the Moral Law ¢ Surely
thou canft not fay, that the knowledge of Sin is either only
or principally by the Ceremonial Law ; but the Law in the
Text, isa Law by which. there is the knowledge of Sin;
- read the Text over : and furcly the Moral Law teacheth
| the knowledge of Sin.  Morcover if we be juftified by the

Deeds or Warks of the Moral Law ; then Man would have

 matter of loafling ; but in Juftificarion we have no ground
cr matter of 6%1?71;{: Confequently, we are juftified by
tFaith, without Works either of the Ceremiorial or of the Moral
- Law ¢ fee the 2.7th and 2.8th Verfes of the faid 34 Chapter
. of the Epiftle to the Romans ; WWhere isboafling 2 itisex-
- cloded. DBy akat Law, of Works 2 Nay, but by the Law of
Faith  Therefore ave conclude, that a Man is juffified by Faith,
witkout the Leeds of the Law. ' T

Fairh juftificth not as the efficient Caufe, nor as the meri-
toviowts Capfe, nor asa Work.  Faithis notthe efhicient Caufe
of a Sinner’s Juftification, GOD only is that Caufe ; it is
1 GOD only that pardoneth Sin, Mar. 2. 5. Neitheris Faith
- the meritortous Caufe of  Juftification, the Satisfaction,
~ Blood and Merits of CHRIST isthat, Ephi 1. 7. In avbom |
- awe bave Redemption through his Bisod, ihe Forgivenefs of Sins.
Neither doth Faith juftify as a Work, for then there would
be matter of boalting. How then doth Faith juftify ?
It is the inflrumental Caufe of our Juflification. Rom.s. 1.
Thercfire being jufliffed by Faithy we have Peace with GOD.
‘The Reafon why GOD fixeth upon Saving Faith as the
- nftrumental Caufe of a Sinner’s  Juftificarion, is; becaufe it
15 that Grace which emptieth a Man moftly of himfelt, his
own Righteoutnefs and Works, and maketh him rely |
: }lvhoily upon the Righteoufnefs of CHHRIST, for Jufi-

cation.

Chjeélic, 'To preach Morality is the beft way of preach-
ing, this was CHRIST"s Method in his Sermens upun the
Mougt. Mat. 5,6,and ;b Chapters.

' ,%;uw, 1. Qur LORD preached Morality, He came |
— not i
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not to deftroy the Moral Law ; bur then he alfo mixed
his Sermons upon the Mouut, with his Righteoujrefs. Sce
Mat §. 6. Blefled ave they that do bunger and thivf after Righ-
teasifnefs. And Mac. 6. 33. But feek ye firf the Kingdom of
GOD, and bis Rigitcufmsfs. By Righteoufnefs, in both
Places cited, underftand not only the Righteoufnefs ‘of
San@ification, but alfo the Rightcoufnefs of Juftification,
the impuied Riskteoufriefs of CHRIST. ‘

27Yy. Though CHRIST prcached Monlity, yet nae
meer Morality For he preached the Neceflity of Rege-
neration, ir: order to ciernal Salvation. Joh. 3. 3. --- Except
a Man be born ag.an, be carmot fee tve Kingdom ¢f GOD. And
frequently the Neceflitv of Saving Faith, Mar. 16 16.--
~ Bus be that believeth not fball be damred. And he telleth us

by his Apoftle, that it is impefhble without Saving Faith
f{lcaf-: OD, Heb.11.6. CHRIST preached trequently

cpentance anto Life. ‘There is a legal Repentance,when
a Man forroweth for Sin meerly tecaufe of Ifell and the
‘Wrath of GOD, or feme Civil Punithmenr; Men may go
to Hecll with fuch a Repentance And there isan Evan-
gelical or Gofpel Repentance, a Repentance unto Life ;
this is a Supernatural Grace, which includeth, (1) A deep
Senfe and Conviction of Sin. (2) Apprehenfions of the
Mercy of GOD in CHRIST. (3) A forfaking of Sin -
with godly Grief or Sorrow, and 2 holy Blufhing for ir,
a Heart hatred unto it,and a free Cenfcfiion of 1t. {3) A
turning unto GOD, which licth in a fervent beggiag of

O . .
Pardon, and ncw Obedience. It is the Repentance unto

Life which CHRIST frequently preached.

The truly Chriftian, the incomparable and beft Method
er Way of preaching 1o finful and left Man, is, to Preach
upon thefe jubtiquent Heads tfrequently. 1. The miferable
Statc of Man by Nature. 2. Man’s incapacity to help him-
felf out of tha: miferable State. 3. That all aduir Perfons
maft have a Law-work in them befere their Converfion
[ Though fome have great Degrees of a Law-werk as
greac Sinners, fuch as Maraffeb, and thefe whko have been
great Trufters unto their own Righteoufnef(s as Paul ; which
Method is called a Law-work by fome Divines, in oppo-
~ fision to a Gofpel way ; as when GQD bringeth in iQu ; ctl}
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himfclf by a Word of Premifs, where there is but fmall
degrees of a Law-work, as Zacchens ] yet at the leaft thefe
threec Degrees of a Law-werk are neceflary unto the Con-
verfion of every Adalt Perfon, to wit, (1) A Conviétion
of the Law of GOD, that it is boly, juff and zeed, and of irs
Spirirality and Peanslty. (2) A Conviltion, that he is the
very Man that is the Tranfgreflor of GOD’s Lew. (3) A
Convittion of his Mifery by his tranfgrefing GOD’s Lew.
Without thefe three degrees of a Law-work, a2 Man will
mcver hate Sin aright, and thefe faid tend to lead
out a Man to prize CHRIST the SAVIOUR. 4 The
beft way of Preaching, is to preach that JESUS CHRIST
is the orly Saviour of loft Man. A&. §.12. Neitber is there
Salsotion in any otker : for theve is none other Name sunder Hea-
oen given anong Jdien,wbereby e muft be faved. §.That
Man mat be regencrated aud Born again, if ever he would
epier into Heaven, Joh. 3. 3.--— Except a Man be Born
again, be cavriot fee tie Kingdom of God- 6. Saving Faith in
CHRIST, Af:r. 16.16. 4. 16. 31. or that a Man muft re-
ccive CHRIST | and reft upon him alone in all his three
Offices, of Prophet, Priet, and King, for Salvation. This
receiving CHRIST and refting upon him alone for Salva-
tion as aforefaid, is the fornal and effential A3 ot Saving
Faith. ;. Repentauce unto Life, #Mar. 2. 15. 8. Upon
- Death, Judgmen: and Erernity ; and upon all fuch good
Subjets as may be forawak'ning and quick’ning up of %hn
to Piery and Verwe, or true Religion.

I look upon this Methoed of Preaching as the beft.
Morcover Minitters ougiit to preach againft Errors and a-
gainft the Vices or Sins of the Land and Place where they
live, 1. §3. 1. Cry aloud, jpave wet, life up thy Voice like a
Trumpet, and fbsw my Peaple their Tranfgreffion, andthe Houfe

" of Facob thzir Sins. T hey ought 1o conceal ne Truth our of
Fear or Favour of ny Man ; but endeavour in a weighted
way to difcover unto their People, the whole Counfel of
GOD, according to their urmott Capacity. Act. 2o, 25. For
1 iive mot fbunred to declave unte you all the Counfel of GOD.
Let Minitters Preach by their Lives and Convarfations to
their People, let their Couverfations be Gofpel Converfa-
tions, as they would not be guilty of Self-murder, and the
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~ Blood of Souls, and as they weuid not be found Agents for &
Atheifm and the Devil. o "
It any Man which hath read the Holy Scriptures, or
heard them read, preach only weer. Movality unto his Audi-
- tory, then I look upon him as a flighter of the Covenant of
Grace, a flighter of CHRIST, a flighter of the holy
Scriptures, a Perverter and $ubverter of the Gofjxl
of CHRIST. Free-Thinker, read thefe Words of holy
Scripture, and tremble, Gal, 1. 7, 20 10. --- But there be fome
that trouble you, and wosld pervert the Geofpel of CHRIST. |
But though <ve or an Angel frem Heaven, preach any other Gofpel
#rto yom. Yoan that which we bave preached unto you, let bim be
accurfed.  As awe faid before, o fay I row again, if any Man
preach any other Gefpel unto you, shan that ye bave received, let
bim te sccurfcd. Free-Thinker, it may be when thouart
upon a dying Bed, and thy Confcience cometh once to be
awak’red, that then thou wilt have higher and better the’ts
of the holy Scriptures than now thou haft ; bur if thou
changeft not thy Thoughts of the hely Scriptures in this
"World, then Iam fure that thou fhaft change thy Tho'ts
‘of the Holy Scripturesin the World of spirits; bur alas!
alas! then too late, too late for thee. Saycft thou, that
thou wilt believe nothing, but what thou cantt fully com- .
prehend 7 Then I ask thee, doft thon fully comprehend
the Being of a GOD ? If thou wilt believe nothing bur
what thou comprehendeft, then thou muft deny alfo the
Being of a GOD. Free-Thinker, I lave proved the Ne-
ceflity of a Revealed Religion in my VilIth Chapter of this
‘Lreatife ; and I have proved that the Holy Scriptures are
GOD’s Werd in my IXth Chapter: Confider well thefe
Arguments in Time, betore it be too lute.
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