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Erues, 1. 11,

e Wiho works all Things after the Counfel
of kis own Will,

HE laft Week gave me the awful Affurance

of the fudden and unexpeéted Death of that

moft excellent and amiable Man and Mi-

nifter of Jefus Chrift, the Rev. Mr Samuel Davies,
Prefident of the College of Naffau-Hail in New-
Ferfey, by a moft moving and melting Letter from
& Gentleman of Philadelphia, an Acquaintance of
Mr Davies, and who well knew his Worth, to 2

Correfpondent of the Gentleman’s here in London..
A greater Lofs, all Things confidered, could
not perhaps befal the Church of God in the Dcath
of a fingle Perfon. The God of Nature had en-
dowed Mr Davies with extraordinary Talents.
Perhaps in Sublimity and Strength of Genius there
were very few, if any, who furpafled him. To
the brighteft and richeft Intelleéts Mr Davies had
{fuperadded the Improvements of Science, and a
large Acquaintance with Books, and poffibly, had
he lived, there would have been fcarcely a Man in
our World who had been a more accomplithed
Divine, or a more eminent Scholar, His Cha-
racter in Life was wonderfully accommodated both
to his natural and acquired Abilities. He was
Prefident of New-Ferfey Cellege, in the Difcharge
of which Office there would have been a Demand
for the Exertion of his amazing Talents, and the
Exhibitien of all his Treafuies of Literature and
A 2 Knowledge.




4 The Qperations of God fhown
xnbwlegsf. Thus a8 ke wis & 'Star of -the- Sl
Magnitude; fo he was plated in & Slruation where
he might have fhone without any Watte of his dif-
tinguithed amd fupereminent Glories.
~ But what crowned dll,..or advanced his Diftinc-
tion as a Man and a Scholar into the higheft Va-
Je and Luftre; was, that his-piows Charadter ap-
pearsd not at all inferior to his great Intellects,
and acquired Accomplifhments. Nay, (let me
not be thought, for I intimately knew him, to
exceed the Limits of Truth in the Ardor of my
Friendfhip) -his piovs Chatader as much furpaficd
dll elfe that was remarkeble in him, as the fpark-
kng Eye in the Countenhance of a great Genius
dois all the other Femtures of the Face: If Mr
Pavies’s goad Senfe and Ledvning were tb¢ Piltures
¥ Sikver, his Grdces and Vistues were the Apples
~ Here let nie ftay awhile; and, though I can
0:(1{ at prefent give yot a few Outlines of his Piety
and amiable Difpofition; yet let me be allowed to
prefent you with fueh a View of him as fhall not
only bé {ufficient to demenfttate him to be the beft
of [zden and Minifters, but as fhall leave room for
- you to conclude that great Additions might be
made to hisChatacter by Perfons who had a longer
Acquaintance with him than myfelf, and the col-
teted Teftimonies of the Friends who were favoured
with his intimate Correfpondence.

He informed me in one of his Letters, for {
was honoured with a clofe Iatimacy with him fe-
veral Years, % that he was blefled with a Mothey
¢ whom he might account, without filial Vanity
« pr "artiality, one of the moft eminent Saints he
« ever kncw upon Eatth. And here, fays he, 1
“« cannot but mention to my Friend an Ane¢dote
# }pown but to few, thatis, that Iam a Son of
| “ Prayes,

* Prov. xv. 11,




to be the Operasions of Wifdom. %
« Prayer, like my Namefake Samuel the Prophet ;
s and my Mother called me Samnel becaufe fhe
¢« faid, I have afked him of theLérd, 1 Sam. i.20.
<« This early Dedication to God has always been a
« ftrong Inducement to me to devote myfelf to
« Him by my -own perfonal A&; and the moft
« important Bleflings-of my Life I have looked
“ upon as immediate Anfwers to the Prayers of a
« pious Mother. But, alas! what a degenerate
« Plant am 1| How unworthy of fuch a Parent,
s¢ and fuch a Birth ! ” |
From the Accounts Mr Davies gave of himfelf
in the Converfation that paffed between us when
he was here in England, 1 learnt, as the Inference
from related Fact, that he muft have been very
affiduous in his Studies. 'When he was abeut en-
tering the Miniftry, he was judged to be in a deep
and irrecoverable Confumption. Finding himfel
upon the Borders of the Grave, and without any
Hopes of Recovery, he determined to fpend the
little Remains of an aimoft exhaufted Life in en-
deavouring to advance his Mafter’s Glory in the
Good of Souls. Accordingly he removed- from
the Place where he was to another about an Hun-
dred Miles Diftance, that was then in Want of a
Minifter. Here he laboured in Seafon and out of
Seafon ; and, as he told me, preached in the Day,
and had his Heétic Fever by Night, and that to
fuch a Degree as to be fometimes delirious, and
%o ftand in Need of Perfons to fit up with him.
Here God gave him fome glorious Firft-fruits of
his Miniftry ; and two Inftances particularly of the
Converfion of two Gentlemen he related to me
were very remarkable, and he had the Satisfaction,
as he informed me, to find in the After-Accounts
of them, that there was good Reafnn to believe
that they were Saints indeed, their Goodnefs being

by
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by no Means like the Grafi upon the Houfe-tops,
which witbers afore it grows up,” and with which the
Mower fills not bis Hand *, but yleMing the Fruits
meet for Repentance in ‘an holy and well-ordered
Converfation. - - |

Afterwards he was fent as a Miflionary into
Virginia, a Colony wheré Profanenefs and Immo-
rality called aloud for his facred Labours. His
Patience and Perfeverance, his Magnanimity and
Piety, together with his powerful and evangelical
Miniftrations, were not without Succefs. The
Wildernefs and the folitary Places, in the Courfe
of his Stay there, bloomed and bloffomed before
him. His Tra&t of Preaching, if I remember
right, for fome Time was not lefs than Sixty
Miles, and by what I have learnt, though not from
himfelf, but little had he of thisWorld’s Goods to
repay his zealous and indefatigable Labours; but
his Reward, as he well knew, was in Heaven; and
he felt, I doubt not, the animating Joy that every
Negroe-Slave, which under his Miniitrations be-
came the Lord’s Freeman, would furnifh an addi-
tional Jewel to his eternal Crown.

Upon the Deceafe of that excellent Man the
Rev. Mr Fonatban Edwards, Prefident of the Col-
lege of Naffau-Hall in New-Ferfey, Mr Davies
writes me Word, that Mr Lockwood in New Eng-
land, a Gentleman of worthy Charater, was chofen
to fill up the Vacancy. ¢¢ I have not yet heard,
< fays Mr Davies, whether he has accepied the
<« Place. The Truftees were divided between him,
¢ Mr Finley and myfelf, but I happily efcaped.”
But fo it was ordered, by Mr Lockwood’s not ac-
cepting the Invitation, that Mr Davies was after-
wards elected Prefident of the College ; and what
Cohcesn, and indeed what Confternation this Choice

gave

® Pial, cxxix. 6, 7,
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ve him, his Letters to me amply teftify ; .and I
guld patticularly relate to you what Views he had
of Things, and what Steps he took to determine
what was his Duty. At laft he accepied the Call
t¢ his important Office of prefiding in the College ;
and tells me in a Letter, dated Fume 6, 1759,
« That the Evidence of his Duty was fo plain,
« that even his fceptical Mind was fatisfied ; and
« that his People faw the Hand of Providence in
« it, and dared not to oppofe.” o |
Here he was fettled for about Eighteen Months ;
and as he could exercife his Miniftry as well as
prefide over the College, great ‘Things might have
been exp:Cted from that rare and remarkable
Union there was in him of what was Great and
Good ; and with Pleafure I have received the In-
formation from his Friends how well he {upported.
and adorned his Character, and what high Expec-
tations were formed as to the Benefit and Blefling
he was likely to prove to that Seminary of Reli-
gion and Learning. ¢ His whole Soul, fays the
¢ Letter that gives the News of his Death, was
« engaged for the Good of tke Youth under his
¢ Care.” And agaih, * Naffau-Hall in Tears,
¢ difconfolate, and refufing to be comforted.”
But, alas! in the midft of his Days, (I con-
jecture from former Comparifon of our Ages about
Thirty-e!ght or Thirty-nine Years) he was called
away from this but opening Scepe of large and
extraordinary Ufefulnefs to the invifible World,
the World of Glory and Bleflednefs, never to fo-
journ in mortal Clay, or to irradiate and blefs the
Church Militant more. He is dead, he is de-
parted .— America in Groans proclaims her inex-
reflible Lofs, and we in Great Britain thate the
%iﬁrefs, and eche Groan for Groan,. Th
us
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Thus ended the Days on Earth of this eraly,

reat and good Man, having in his litle Circle of

ife thed more Beams, and dape more Serwice
than many a languid and lefs illuminated Souyl,
even in a public Sphere, in the Revolution of
Sixty or Fourfcore Years.

Truly Great and Good I may ftile him without
¢he Sufpicion of Flattery, and without the Flight
of Hyperbole. Let mecall to your Remembrance,
as Yroofs of what I fay, theexcellent Difcourfes he
has delivered in this ’ulgi:; and the fcyeral Ser-
mons of his which have been publifhed, ftrongin

qanly Senfe, loaden with full Ideas, rich with
evangelical Truth, and animated with the moft
facred Fervor for the Good of Souls. Andto thefe
Evidences of the admirable Spirit that dwelc in
him, let me add a few Paragraphs from the many
Letters with which, in the Courfe of about Eleven
Years Correfpondence, he has favaured me,

Speaking 1n one of his Letters concerning his
Children, he fays; I am folicitous for them.
“¢ when I confider what a contagious World they.
¢ have entered into, and the innate Infetion of.
¢ their Natures. There is nathing that can wound.
¢¢ a Parent’s Heart {o desp, as the Thought that.
<« he fhould bring up Children to dithanour his
“ God here, and be miferable hereafter. I begy:

our Prayere for mine, and you may expect 3
;lc:dfiaﬁon in the fame Xind.” L
In suother Letter he fays, ¢ We have oy,
¢ three Sons and two Daughters, whofe young.
« Minds as they open ] am endeavouring to .cul-
¢ tivate with my own Hand, unwilling -to truft
s¢ them to a Stranger; and I find the Bufinefs of
¢« Educaiion much mere diflicult rhan I expected.
“ o My dear little Creatures fob and drop a Tear

““ nos

¢
¢¢
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to.be the Qperations of Wifdem. ¢

now and then under my Inftru&ions, but I am
not & happy as to {e¢ them under deep and laft-
ing lmpreflions of Rcligian; and this is the
greatelt Grief they afford me.  Grace cannot
be communicated by natural Defcent, and if it
cauld they would receive but little from me,
earneftly beg your Pravers for them.”
In another Letter, * I defire ferioufly to devote
to God and my dear Country all the Labours
of my Head, my Heart, my Hand and Pen,
and it he pleafes to blefs any of them I Lope I
fhall be tha...tul, and wonder at his condefcend.-
ing Grace. == Q! my dear Brother, could we
{pend and be fpent all our Lives in paintul, dif-
interefted, indefatigable Service for God and the
World, how ferene and bright would it render
the {wift appraaching Eve of Life! I am la-
bouring to do a little to fave my Country, and,
which is of much more Confequence, to fave
Souls —- thofe precious, immortal Things, Souls
e from Death - from that tremendous Kind of
Death, which a Sou/ can die. 1 have but little
Succefs of late, but blefled be God, it furpafics
my Expectation, and much more my Defert.
Some of my Brethren, particularly Mr Henry
and Mr /#right, labour to better Purpofe. The
Pleafure of the Lord profpers in their ilands,”
Another Epiftle tells me, ¢ As for myfelf, |
am juft ftriving not to live in vain. [ entered
the Miniftry with fuch a Senfe of my Unfitnefs
for it, that 1 had no fanguine Expectations of
Succefs,  And a condefcending God (Q, how
condefcending !} has made me much more fer-
viceable than I could hope. But, alus! my
Brother, 1 have but little, very little true Reli-
gion. My Advancements in llolinefs are cx-
remely {mall, T feel what I confels, and un
B “* f{ure
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« fure it is true, and not the Rant of exceffive or
¢ affeCted Humility. Itisan eafy Thing to make
< a Noife in the World, to Aourith and harangue,
““ o dazzle the Crowd and fet them all agape, but
¢ deeply to imbibe the Spirit of Chriftianity, to
« mawntain a fecret Walk with God, to be holy
< as he is holy, this is the Labour, this the Work.
¢¢ I beg the Affiftance of your Prayers in fo grand
¢ and important an Enterprize, — The Difficulty
¢ of the Minifterial Work {eems to grow upon my
¢ Hands. Perhaps once in three or four Months
¢« ] preach in {ome meafure as I could wifh ; that
¢ is, I preach as in the Sight of God, and as if I
“ were to ftep from the Pulpit to the fupreme
« Tribunal, I fee/ my Subjeét. 1 melt into
¢ Tears, or I thudder with Horror, when I de-
¢ nounce the Terrors of the Lord. 1 glow, I
< four in facred Extafies, when the Love of Jesus
¢ is my Theme, and as Mr Baxter was wont to
¢« exprefs it in Lines more ftriking to me than all
¢ the fine Poetry in the World;

«« [ preach as if Ine’er [hould preach again,
““ And as a dying Man to dying Mea.

¢« But, alas! my Spirits foon flag, my Devotions
* languith, and my Zeal cools. It is really an
¢ afllictive Thought that I {erve fo good a Mafter
« with fo much Inconftancy ; but fo it is, and my
¢ Soul mourns upon the Account.”
In another Letter he fays, ¢ I am labouring to
““ do a little Good in the World, But, alas! 1
« find I am of little Ufe or Importance. 1 have
“ many Defels, but none gives me fo much Pain
¢ and Mortification as my flow Progrefs in per-
¢ {onal Holinefs. This is the grand Qualification
¢ for the Office we fuftain, as well as for that
“ Heaven
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«« Heaven we hope for, and [ am fhocked at my-
« felf when I fee how little I have of it.”

In one of his Letters he acquaints me, « That
« he indeed feels an Union of Hearts which can-
“ not bear without Pain the Intervention of the
“ huge Allantic, nor even the Abfence of a Week.
“ But our condefcending Lord, adds he, calls his
«« Minifters Stars, and he knows beft in what Part
« of the Firmament of the Church to fix them :
« and (O the delighttul Thought!) they can never
“ be out of the Reach of his Beams, though they
« fhine in different Hemifpheres with Regard to
¢ each other. This leads me, undefignedly, to a
¢« Criticiflm on jfude 13, on which perhaps an
« Aftronomer would be the beft Commentor,
¢ *Aclpes wAaynal, ois ¢ (b0 78 ortTus ¢is Tor aidre
« gelapnlas. Wandring Stars, to whom is referved
“ tbe Blacknefs of Darknefs for ever. Perhaps an
« Aftronomical Critic would obferve that falfe
« ‘Teachers are reprefented as planetaryor wandring
« Stars that in their Eccentricities run outinto
« an eternal Apbelion from the Sun of Righteouf-
« nefs, beyond the Syftemn which lie warms, illu-
¢ mmates, and beatifies, and are conftantly reced-
¢ ing from the Fountain of Light, Life and Blifs,
« and therefore muft wander througl the Black-
« nefs of Darknefs for ever ; a Darkncfs unpierced
“ by one Ray from the great Sun and Center of
« the moral World — Buacknzfs ot D.rknefs, an
¢« Abftract predicated of an Abftract. How
gloomy and ftrong the Expreiion!”
One more Paffage fhall conclude my Qyomtion
from his Letters. ¢ I am very much pleafed and
¢ affcCted, fays he, with the Sub)eét of this Week’s
« Study, and next Lords-Day’s Fntertainment,
“ namely, A bruifed Reed foall be nor break, and
 tie [moking Flax flall be n.t quench, Such a

B2 “ bruifed

©~

¢

=~
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“ bruifed Reed at beft am 1: a weak, opprefled,
¢ ufelefs Thing: a fridens Stipula that can make
“ no agreeable Melody to entertain my great Shep-
¢« herd, Yet this bruifed Reed 1 have Reafon to
¢ hope he will not break, but bind tib and fup.
“ port. This fhattcred Pipe of Straw he wil! not
¢ caft away, but repalr and tune to join in the
¢« Angelic Concert on high, T am at beft but
““ [inoking Flaxy a dyiniSnuﬁ” in the Candleftick
¢« of his Church; a Wick juft put out in the Lamp
¢ of his Sanctuary. ~ The I'lame of divine Love,
¢ funk deep into the Socket of a corrupt Heart,
« quivers, and breaks, and catches, and fecms juft
¢« expiring at Times. The Devil and the World
“ raife many Storms t0 blow uponit. And yet
¢ this fmoking Flax where the leaft Spark of'tiat
¢¢ facred Paffion ftill remains which renders it miore
¢ fufceptive of his Love, as a Candle juft put out
¢ but ftill {moking, is eafily rekindled. — This
“ fmoking Flax he will not quench, but blow it to
¢« a Flame, which fhall fhine brighter and brighter
“ till it mingle with its kindred Flames in the
¢« pure Element of Love.”

And thither this burning and thining Light is
now gone, and muft illuminate the Tabernacle of
our God on Earth no more.

Judge you from thefe Paflages, wrote in the iiree-
dom of Friendfhip, 2ad to one to whom he féru-
pled not to lay open the Secrets of his Bofom,
what a Lofs the Church has fuftained, and how
much our World is impoverifhed by the Death of
dear Mr Davies, in the Vigour of his Days, and
in the Meridian of his Ufefulnefs.

With how much Juftice may we apply to him
with a little Alteration an Epitaph which he com-
pofed for a moft beloved Friend of his, and an
eminent Chriftian*,

=™ N

«« The

* Captain Grant of Dhiladeitiia,
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« The Colours of Expreffion are too faint,
« Let Thonght defcribe what Thought alone c4n
- . paint: o
“ Think what the Chriftian, Preacher, Friend
fhould be, ©
« You've then his Character : for fuch was He,

Such.aBlow, fuch anuncommon and diftrefling
Blow has been given in the Death of Mr Dawvies,
And now what fhall wedo? To what fhall we re-
cury or to what Quarter fhall we look for Help
under fuch an awful Providence ! My Advice is,
that we thould ferioufly and attentively turn our
Minds to the Paflage of facred Writ which I men-
tioned at the Beginning of my Difcourfe.

Who (that is, God) werks all Toings after the
Counfel of bis own Will. «

Without enquiring into the Context, the Words
may be regarded as a diftin&t Propofition. Hie,
that is, God, wdrks. He works, or he works with
Energy and irrefiftible Power, in fuch a Manner
as none befides Him either has Ability or Right
to work. He works like him{elf, he works with
the Omnipotence that belongs te Him, and which
is his eflential and diftinguifhing Attribute *.  Far-
ther, Not only does God work, but he works a//
Things, all Things done by Him in Heaven and
Earth, in all the Provinces of his vaft Empire, all
Things in Nature, Providence, and Grace, all

Things

* That the Word (*Evipyi1@-,) here tranflated v works,
contains in it that forcible Meaning which I have here afcribed
to it, we may learn from what the Critics have fa2id upon it.
 Hac Voce fignificatur A&tio conjun®a cum Efficacia, &
t¢ qaidem fuhma, quz prohiberi nullo modo poflit. LXX
¢ utatitur, Jai, xli. 4." Leicuivs in Verb, ¢ At Grzca Vox
“ magis fonac, ejus cujus Vi & Virtute funt omnia, h.e. omnip
¢ agentis ac mederantis.” Erasmud in Loc. Could we ad-

mit of fuch an Englip Word, the Original might be sendered
Who energizes all ”f‘hings, &c,

'
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Things in Time, and all Things in Eternity. And
Me works all Things afier the Counfel of his own
#ill, that is, as He pleaics. His Will is the Source
of his Action. He gives an Account of his Mat-
ters to none. None in the Army of Heaven, or
among the Inhabitants of the Earth have any Au-
thority to fay unto Him, What doft Thou? He
depends upon none, butzll, all Worlds and Beings
depend upon Him, and therefore noneare to prefume
to dictate to Him or direct Him what is or what is
not to be done hy Him. But obferve, that though
He works, and works all Things, and all this as
He pleafes, yet it is after the Counfel of his own
Will. We are to confider GGod indeed as a great
Sovereign, as Lord of All, higher than the Highett,
of {fupreme and wnrivalled Perfettion and Glory,
who is not to be called to the Tribunal of his Crea-
tures, or to be queftioned by them as to what He
pleafes to perform, We are not to.fnatch the
Sceptre or the Balance from his Hands. But yet
this we may be affured of, that whatever God does
1s done not from a Kind of blind though omni.-
potent Neceflity, or done in 2 Kind of Randorm,
or by an unguided or unmeaning Exertion of
Power; but that he works all Things after the
Counfel, the Defign, or Wifdam of his own Will ¥,

Survey

® The Word (Bovay) here tranflated Counfe/ may, according

to the learned Stephens in his Thefaurus Grace Lingue, be ren-
deved a Decree, or Refolution, a Counfel or ddwice, wheither good
or bad, or a Confultation or Deliberation. 1f we underftand the
‘Word heie of Decree or Refolution as applied to God we are cer-
tain that fuch a Decree or Fefolution in Deity had its Birth in
Wifdom, or in no Way derogatory to it. If we interpret the
‘Word of Counjel or Aavice, who fees not that Wifdom is taken
into the Account ? It is the Counfe/, it is che Adpice of the God
‘of unerring Wifdom. But if we take the Word, and what for-
pids that we thould not fo tranflate it, as denoting Confultativs
or Deliberation, then we are led in the ftrongeft Manner te con.-

clude
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Survey the great Jehovah as he is indeed in his
own Nature, and in the Revelation he has ‘madé
of himfelf. If He is fovereign, and accountable
to none, yet He is wife, and infinitely wife. We
are not to vicw God partially but as far as we
can compleatly, as the Fountain of all Perfeétion,
as containing in his Nature an Harmony of all that
is excellent and glorious. He has a Right to dbo,
and He can do whatfoever He pleafes in all his
wide-extended Dominions, yet what He pleafcs is
always worthy of himfelf, He is the Aggregare,
the Syftem of Excellence, and one Attribute never
difpiays itfelf to the Diminution or Eclipfe of an-
other, As He is the greateft, fo He is the beft
of Beings. Wifdom dwells eternally and eflent-
ally in the divine Will, and who pofieffed of fo much
Reafon as its unoriginated and indefeétible Source ¢
Though none can limit Ged, yet He, with Re-
verence be it {poken, limits himfelf] limits himdelf
by the Rule which infinite Wifdom prefcribes vo
infinite Power. Hear the Accounts Scripture gives
of Him. He is the Reck, bis Works are perfef,
for all bis Ways are Fudgment 5 a God of Truth,
and withattt {niquity, juft and right is be (a). He is
wife in Heart, as well as mighty in Strength (b).
His

clude that the Will of God proceeds upon Wifdom. Not that
there is properly or firictly any fuch Thing as Confiltation or
Deliberation in the divine Mind ; but we miay hereby conceive,
{peaking of God after the manner of Men, that God when
he wills, wills in fuch a wife Manner, and upon iuch worthy
Reafens, asif he had iirft confulred and deliberated viith himfelf
what was proper to be done. Liberé quidem, quia ex Vo-
luntate, fed tamen eriam fapienter & jufte quia ex Confilio
Voluntatis. ZancH. ¢ But becaufe (fays the great Mr Howce)
¢ He orders all Things according to the Counfel of his Wiil,
““ we muft conceive fome weighty Reafon did induce Lereto.
Howi's Redeerser's Dominion over the Inv:fible World, p, 7 2.

Folio Edition, Vol. 11.
{a) Deut, xxxij. 4. () Job ix. 4.
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Mis Fudgmenis are a grest Deep (c), but they g
Jodgments, the Children of Wifdom and Counfol
ftill. ¥ Clouds and Darknefs are round abewt bim,
yot Rightoot/nefs and Fudgment aro the Habitgtion of
bis Throne (d).  His Works are Truth, and bis Ways
Fudgment (¢). The Almighly will not pervert Fydg-
ments (f ). His Ways are equal (g), directed by
the ftrait unerring Line of infinite Wifdom.

.this then an eftablithed Truth wicth us, that what-
ever Perplexity and Darknefs may encompafs the
divine Proceedings, that there is nothing which
God does, that God whbo tvorks all Things after the
Counnfel of bis orwn B4ll, but v..ar is juft and right
and good, and that his every Ation is no other
than the Birth of confummate Counfel, or that the
Plan of Wifdom is laid as the Foundation of a]} his
Government, And particularly in fuch an Event
as we are now confidering, the Removal of fuch an
excellent and worthy Perfon as Mr Davies from
our World, in the Prime of [ife, and at fuch a
Junéture as this, when therc are fo few furviving
Perfons of fuch Ability and Chara&ter we are to
belicve and own that, as th= Elow was unqueftion-
ably given by God, it was perfeétly right, and
that not the leaft Shadow or Sufpicion of Blame or
Wrong is to be afcribed to the moft High, moft
Holy, moft Wife, moft Faithful, and moft Mer-
cifu] God. And even though we could not dif-
cern one Reafon, oneEnd of Wifdom or Goodnefs
anfwered by fuch an awful Providence as we are now
confidering, yet ftill we are not to doubt but that
the All-wife as well as Almighty God has pro.
ceeded upon Motives, though zbfolutely impene-
trable by us, worthy of himfelf ; that he dwells in

| the

(¢) Pfal, xxxvi. 6. (d) Pfal. xevit, 2.
(¢) Dan. iv. 37. (f) Job xxxiv. 12,
(&) Ezek.xviii. z5.
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the thickeft Darknefs, and that the Glorics of his
Perfettions are inthroned at the Center,  though:
not 8 Ray of them penetrates and breaks through
the external Veil. But perhiaps upon a careful and
fteady Survey of this moft affittive Providence
we may attain to fome Difcovery of the Purpofes
or Counfels of Deity-in the Deceafe of fuch an ex-
cellent Perfon as Mr Davies in the Prime of his
Days, and in the very Height of his Ufefuinefs.
And, though we are not te call the Lord of All
togur-Tribunal, yet perhaps we may not venture
beyond  our Line, or deviate from the Path of
Duaty, nay we may on the other hand be glori-
fying God, as well as compofing and comforting
ourfelves, if with profound Humility and Reve-
rence we make the Enquiry, whereiore it is that
God, who works all Things after the Counfel of bis
o Will, is pleafed to call away by Death the Ex-
cellent of che Earth in the Vigour of Life, and in
the Meridian of their Services for the Glory of God
and the Good of his Church. Thefe hard Myfte-
ries rnay not upon a diligent Refearch be altogether
inexplicable, and thefe dark Paflages of Providence
upon a clefe Survey may appear illuminated with
evident and illuftrious Beams of Wifdom and Love.
Aceordingly 1 fhall endeavour, I truft with a De-
cency becoming a poor imperfect Creature ex-
amining into the Ways of the moft high and glo-
rious God, to refolve this Problem of Providence,
¢« Why the Excellent of the Earth thould be taken
“ away in the Flower or Prime of their Age, and
‘ from the moft enlarged Spheres of Ufefulnefs,
“ or what Inftructions and Improvement we may
« gather from fuch feemingly unkind and unde-
“ firable Difpenfations?” If Fob faid tc his God,
and we do not find he was blamed for it, Shew

C 9.6
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me wherefore thou contendeft with me(b)? 1f we
are bo bhear the Rud, and that God who bas appointe
ed i (1)? And if in the Day of Adverfity we are to
confider (k), certainly we are fo far from wandey-
ing out of the Path of Duty, that we are on the
contrary found init, when with a due Deference to
Deity we nos only acknowledge his Righteoufnefs,
but talk with bim concerning bis j'u%me,ms (/). And,

(1.) In the Removal of the Excellent of the
Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and
in the Height of their Ufefulnefs, we may be taught
the wonderful Majefty and independent Glories of
the great God over all blefied for evermore. ¢ God
¢« will have it known, fays the venerable Mr Howe
¢ on an Occafion net unlike that which has given
¢ Rife to cur Difcourie®, that though he ufes In-
¢ ftruments, he needs them not. Itis a Piece of
¢« divine Royalty and Magnificence, that when he
¢¢ hath prepared and polifghed fuch an Utenfil, fo
¢ as to be capable cf great Service, he can lay it
« by without Lofs.” God can maintain and carry
on his own Caufe, and anfwer his Counfels, with-
out the Interpofition of his Creatures, or, if he
pleafs, he may employ only meaner Inftruments,
and may call home from the Vineyard the ableft
an. beft of his Servants, to thew his Church he
caty accomplifh his Pleafure without them.

(2.) God may cut off the Excellent of the Ilarth
in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the
Fleight of their Ulefulnefs, to endear and mag-
nify his Power ard Grace in unexpectedly raifing
up others amidft .he defponding Fears and Sorrows
i hisPeople. V/hen God takes away the Excellent

of

(b) Job x. 2. (/4 Micah vi. g.
(4) Eccl. vii. 14. (/) Jer. xii, ;. :
* Moave's Redcemer’s Dominion over the Invifible World,
on the Death of Jobn Hoghron, Llq,
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of the Earth, fuch as were moft eminently formed
for Service, in the midft of their Days, the Church
of God, the Friends of Zion, are apt to fink into
great Anxiety and Diftrefs, and to fay with Zion
of old, The Lord has forfaken me, and my God bath
forgotten me (m) 5 or with Facob, All thefe Things
are againft me(n). Now at the very Junlture
when the People of God are thus dejected, when
their Hearts are trembling for the Ark of rie
Lord, for God then to arife and to make the 1ime
of his Church’s Extremity the Time of his Mercy,
in raifing up others, and pouring out his Spiric
upon them in a plentiful Effufion of Gifrs and
Graces, how does he hereby moft wondeituily il-
luftrate his Power and Love? His Light, his
Favour towards Zion appears as it were with a
duuble Brightnefs, thus breaking out from amidft
a Night of thick Darknefs; and the Church of
God with a moft lively and powerful Senfe of the
divine Goodnefs acknowledges that God has done
great Things for them which they looked not for,
and that nothing but his own Arm, and his own
Love, could have helped them in fuch a diftrefs-
ing Seafon. Hereby God is more eminently feen,
and gloriﬁed, and the Work appears to be the

Lord’s, and is wonderful in his People’s Eyes.
(3.) God may take away the Excellent of the
Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and
in the Meridian of their Ufefulnefs, to fhew us
more powerfully and affectingly the Vanity of the
preient State, God fhews us the Vanity of the
prefent State when he takes away Perfons in old
A=, when they have reached their Threefcore
Years :ind ten, or Fourfcore Years, for by fuch
Inftances w= are taught what a mere Hands-breadth
of Being this Life is, even in its utmoft Lxtent,
C a2 and

(m) Ifa. xlix. 14, (»} Gen, xlii, 35.
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and how foon our Exiftence in this World will be
terminated, even though it is protracted to its far-

- theft Limit. But when Death, ufurping, as it
were, by Violence the Sickle from the delaying
Hands of Time, cuts off Perfons in the Bloom or
in the Frime of Life, then is the Vanity of the
prefent State preached to us in the moft ftrikiug,
affeCting manner.  And if with the Bloom of
Youth or Prime of Manhood great intellectual
Abilities and fuperior acquired Accomplithments,
diftinguifhed Piery and moft enlarged Ufefulnefs,
are cut off, then, in the moft folernn awful Ac-
cents, is the Vanity of the prefert State proclaimed
to us, and our Ears receive the Leflon, not in
foft Whifpers, not in a common Voice, but in
Peals of Thunder. Then we hear the Cry found-
ing, as it were, in an overwhelming and irrefifti-
ble Energy, A/l Flefb is Grafs, and all the Good-
linefs tbereof is as the Flower of the Field: tbe
Grafs withers, the Flower fades, becaufe the Spiw
rit of the Lord blows upon it(e). 1 fee a Man
in the Vigour and Strength of Conftitution, a
- Man ennobled beyond the common Multitude by
a bright and lively Imagination, by a clear and
piercing Judgment, by a manly and commanding
Floquence: 1 fee a Man fuperior to his Fellow-
Chriftians and his Fellow-Minifters, by a moft fub-
lime, fteady, rational, and uniform Piety, and by
an unextinguifhable Zeal, and indefatigable La-
bour for the Glory of God and the Good of Souls,
this Man, thus richly furnithed and qualified, is
taken away by a fudden Stroke, or after a few
Days Illnefs, and an End, an utter End is put to
all his Luftre .and Benefit in our World. What
Inference. refults from all this, but that all is Va-
nity here below 7 If the beft we meet with on
Earth

(o) 4, x). 6, =
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Easth is thus fugitive and uncertain, if it may fo
foon be gone, for ever gone from us, thed verily
every Man at bis befp Ejtate, and the beft of Men
too, are altogether Vanity (p). The Pearls and
Jewels of our World may be as foon taken from
it as the Dirt and Drofs. There is Mortality,
there is Death in my choiceft Enjoyments. 1 fee
that the tall Cedar may be cut down as well as the
humble Plant. Stars of the firft Magnitude, as
well as the fmaller Orbs, may quit the Skies, and
vanith from my Sight. = Death makes no Diftinc-
tion between Good and Bad, between the Greateft
and Meaneft, the Beft and Worft. Now he hurls
‘his Dart at the poor Peafant, and now he bends it
at the Monarch on his Throne, Now his Shaft
finites the Chriftian in his private Walks of Life,
and now his unerring Stroke Jays the eminent Ge-
nius, Scholar, and Minifter in the Duft. AU Fbings,
in this Senfe, come alike to all (¢>.  And is this the
Cafe, do the Floods of Death alike overwhelm the
ftately and richly freighted Ship, as the fmall Bark
or Boat, then why fhould I doat upon the Crea-
we? If I build my fond Expeétations of Peace
~d Comfort upon the beft of Men, I build upon
the Sand. My deareft Friendfhips, and richeft
Joys on Earth may be dafhed in pieces in an Hour,
in a Moment. Allon Earth is Shadow, and when
I look even to the very beft it can afford, I fee the
{fame Vanity and Frailty there, which are common
to lower and meaner Things. |
{4.) God may cut off the Kxcellent of the Earth
in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the
Height of their Ufefulnefs, to bring our Hearts
into a nearer and more intimatc Dependence upon
himfelf.  How pleafed are we apt to be with our
Enioyments here below, and efpecially with our
pious

(#) Pfal. xxxix. §. (g) Eccl. ix. a.
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ious Friendthips arid Conneftions ! And it may
ﬁe that we are in fuch Cafes the lefs aware of Dan-
ger, and the lefs upon our Guard as to Excefs, as
we are certain that it is no Way finful, but on the
other Hand acceptable in the Sight of God, to va-
lue the Excellent of the Earth, and to be delighted
with their Converfe and Company, But even here
we may exceed, and - by an inordinate Regard to
only Creaturcs and Inftruments, we may be led
aftray from our God, or may not fo much confi-
der, adore, and enjoy Him in them as we ought,
The Creature, the Inftrument therefore of which we
were too fond, and on which we relied too much,
may be removed from us in order to prevent that
Sacrilege of our beft Affections, or that unwarrant-
‘able withdrawment of a great Part of them from
" Heaven, which we were before too apt to indulge.
God has a Right to our entire Hearts, and unlefs
we look to him, and own him in all our beft Enjoy-
ments, we may provoke him to remove them from
us, and this he may do that he may bring us into
more intimate Union with him{elf, and Dependence
upon him, that the Creature may be fhewn to be no-
thing better than a Creature, and that he may be
honoured and acknowledged as Allin All.  Peter,
upon the Mount of T:ansfiguration, fays, that it
was good for them to be there, and was for making
tbrec Tabernacles, one for bis Lord, one for Mofes,
and one for Elias, but it is told us, be knew not what
be faid (r), and the bright Vifion was foon con-
cluded. God may righteoufly, and indeed graci-
oufly remove Creatures, the beft of Creatures from
us, if they draw off too much of the Current of
our Affettions from himfelf: the Ciftern breaking
may endear to us the living Fountain: the Reed
finking may recommend us to the Rock of Ages.
God

{r) Luke ix. 33.
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God may take away this and the other created Ex.
cellency that our Weaknefs has fet up as-a Veit
between Him and our Souls, that we may lie the
more open to his immediate Communications, and
that we may better remember and pradtife our
Duty, o love the Lord our God with all our Hears
with all our Soul, with all our Mind, and with a
our Strength (s).

(5.) As by the Death of the Excellent of the
Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days, we
are taught that no Strength of Conftitution, or E-
minenicy, or Ufefulnefs, are Securities from Death,
fo we may hereby be excited the more diligentl;
to attend to our Work, and prepare for our Diz-
miffion. If we fee others taken away younger and
ftronger than ourfelves, then what is the Inference,
but that we may be cut off as well as thev, and
indeed more eafily than they ? If weobferve “thers
more eminent and more ferviceable than ounelves,
called away from Life, if their brighter Splendors
and more extenfive Benefit to Mankind were no
Protetions from the Arreft of Death, then what
may we their Inferiors expeét? We have no Ex-
emption from Sicknefs, Pain, or fudden Death, or
Death in the midft of our Days any more than
others, If we had the Wifdom of Solomen, or the
Zeal and Ufefulnefs of St Paul, ftill, like them,
we fhould be no better than mortal. Hear then
the Voice oi God to you, fpeaking from the Afhes
of the Young, the Strong, the Learned, the emi-
nently Pious and Ufeful, ¢* Stand with your Loins
¢ girded, and your Lamps ourning. Give Dili-
¢ gence to make your Calling and Election fure.
‘ Work while it is Day ; the Night comes when
““ no Man can work. Whatfoever thine Hand
“ finds to do, do it with thy might.”” Do not

think
(s) Mark xii. 30.
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think that becaufe you are a Tree, even a Palm,
or a Vine whofe Frut cheers botb God and Man (1),
that therefore the Order will not be iffued out,
Hew down the Tree, cut off its Branches, and even
pluck upits Roots. Flatter not-yourfelt becaufe
"you are a Saint and Servant of God, or a Minifter
of fome confiderablc Influence and Importance in
the Church, that Death can have no Power over
you ; dream not of an abiding Place here; you dwell
in a Tabernacle that may be {oon taken down, even
though it is a Tabernacle which is Holinefs to the
Lord. Attend then to your Work ; every Day
look ouwt for Death, and view yourfelf as at the
Brink of the Grave, and at the Door of Eternity.

(6.) By the Death of the Excelient of the Earth
i the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the
midft of their Services to God and his Charch,
we may be led to enquire, Whether there is no
Anger exprefled againft us by their fudden, and in
refpedt of the common Age of Man, untimely
Removal. ‘

As, (1.) We may do well to confider whether
there may not be fome Judgments impending over
us. If Ambaffadors are called Home, it may be-
come the Nation, where they were, to confider
whether a Rupture is not likely to enfue. Every
good Man that is taken away from our World is
a Lofs to it, a Deduétion from its Worth, in pro-
portion to his Goodnefs., There is a Lofs of his
Inftruétions, his Example, and his Prayers. And
if the beft of Men are cut off, the Lofs grows fo
much the greater, and our Apprehenfions of the
divine Refentment may very juftly be fo much the
more awakened. Doves ly Home to their Win-
dows at the coming Storm. The Righteous perifoes
and no Man lays it to Heart , and merciful Men zre

taken

(r) Judges xi. 13.
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taken away, none ¢onfidering that. the Righieous is
 token away from the Evil to cume (u). lot-leaves
Sedom, and when he is gone the Floodgates of Vene
eance are fet open, and the City is turned intg
ggﬁ_rqﬁtien. Do not let us think lightly eof the
Mastes, that we fee the beft of Men, Men that
were holy Wreftlers with God, and ftood in r?f
Breach to plead with him to turn away his Wrath
removed from our World in the midft of their
Days, e{pecially whea fo_few Servants and Saints
of God remain behind, and the World is fo \%cne-
rally filled with Impiety, and all Manner of Wick-
ednefs. Good H:zekiab, and after him good f4-
fiaby muft go to their Grayes before the Deftruc-
tion comes upon Fudab ard Ferufalem. o
~ {2.) And as we know not but the Deaths of the
Excellent of the Earth in the midft of their Days,
and in the midft of their Ulefulnefs, may portend
fome Judgments from God coming upon us, fo let
ws.hence be excited the more earneftly to deprecage
them, and pray for his merciful Regards to us. If
the Excellent of the Earth are taken away, and
taken away in the midft of their Ufefulnefs, and
if, in fuch Difpenfations of Providence, we may
“hear, as it were, the firft Alarms of the Almighty’s
. Anger from his fecrec Place of Thunder, let us be
the more fervent in our Supplications that he would
turn away his Anger, and not deal with us after
our Sins nor reward us according to our Iniquities.
‘The more gloomy Apprehenfion, the more appa-
rent Danger, the mere fhould we be excited to
Prayer, lively and importunate Prayer Let gs
beg of Gody and beg the more earneftly, that he
wowld have Conipaffien upon .us, and that the
Tokens of his Judgments may proceed no farther,
and not continue upon us till the Judgments them.

felves
(o) Ifaiah lvii 1.
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felves defcend upon us in-a Storm of reﬁﬁieﬁ aad
vverwhelming Vengeance. And, «

" (3.)'As we know: not but the Deaths of the Ex~
cellent' of the Earth, in the midft of their Days
and Ufefulnefs; may be the Forerunners of fome
Judgments from God at the Door, let us arc
to meet our God if he fhould come out agai
in-the Way of his Judgments. Do we hear the
Sound ‘of his Anger, and- are there fome awful
'Fiaﬂ:cs, though at prefent at a Diftance, that fesm
to' fignify a gathering Tempeft, then let us pre-
pare to meet our God. Prepare to meet tby God,
© Ifrael(w). Let us gird our Chriftian Armour
clofe about us. Let us ftrengthen ourfelves in our
God, and abound in the Exercifes of a Depend-
ence upon him whofe Grace only is fufficient for us,
and whcfe Strength alone can be perfeiied in our
Weaknefs (x).. Let us be in 2 Readinefs to follow
‘our God at his Call either through the Waters or
Fires of Aflliction, being as willing magnanimoutly
to fuffer for him, as we are chearfully to ferve him,
‘and not being at all fhaken in Mind or Spirit by
the moft grievous Calamities and Trials of Life,
having an inviolable Connection with, and a fure
Intereft in him who wil make all T bmgs work toge-
ther for our Goed (y), and who has promifed us a
better Life and a bettcr World, after we have fuf-
fered awhile, ecven an Inberitance incorruptiblz, un-
defiled, and tbat fades not away(z), and an Admif-
fion into his Palace and Prefence where there is
- Fulnefs of Joy, and a Place at bis rngt Hand where
~are Pleafures for evermore (a).

(7.) By the Deaths of the I xcellent of the Earth

in the Flower or Prime of their Days, and in the

midft
(1) Amos iv. 12, (x) 2 Cor. xii. 9. “

(y) Rom. viii. 28,  ~ (z) 1 Pet. i, 4.
(@) Pfal. xvi 11.
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tid(t of their Ufefulnefs, let us be excited to exerc
ourfelves more vigoroufly and conftantly to glorify
God, and ferve our Generation, than hitherto we
have-done. Their Removal thews us that we may
be removed, and fo quickens u: to our Duty, and.
their Lofs lik=wife, their Lofs tc the World, fhould
alfo excite us to Duty, fince, though there is as
much Work as ever, yet there are fewer Labourers
to perform it. The more the World is impove~
rithed, the more let us endeavour to enrich it,
If an Army is thinned of its Numbers, let the Offi-
cers, the Soldiers that remain, not be uawilling to
go through double Service, and to exert themfcivu
with a double Activity and Vigour. |

(8.) By the Removal of the Excellent of the
Earth in thc Flower or Prime of their Days, and
in the Height of their Ufefulnefs, we are fure that
we have loft by their Departure from our World
one Tie to Earth, and gained on¢ Artachment
more to Heaven. The Excellent of the Earth
are taken away, our Friends, our Companions with
whom we took fweet Counfel. In every iuch In.
ftance one more Bond to Earth and Time is con-
fequently broken. We are in one more degree de«
tached from the Charms of the CILBIUI‘C, and here-
by may come nearer, if we rightly improve the
Providence, to a Deliverance trom this World,
that may have had too faft an Hold of our Hopes
and Aﬁ'c&xons Had our pious and excellent
Friends ftayed behind us, the Thought of parting
from them, though but for a Tnmc,, might have
thrown a Gloom upon our expiring Moments, and
fharpened the Sting of Death.  But they are gone,
and Life has loft by the Departure of each of them
one of its ftrongeft Engagements.  And as we have
dropt one Tie to Earth by their Removal, fo we have

gained one more Argument for Heaven, Heaven
D 2 lets
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lets down one rore Attraflive, and a fiveet and
powerful Attra&ive it is, to draw up our Hearts
and FHopes ro it; Heaven, .where our immortal
Treafure lies, and whither our pious Friends are
ne. L.t us feel the Attachment, and the more
-feaven enlarges its glorious and blefled Company
of Saints made perted, the more let us look by
Faith within the Veil, and the more ready let us
be to follow our Brethren that have died in Chrift
to the World of Glory, thit we may fhare with
them in their eternal Bleflednefs, and in the Joys of
an intimate, perfect, and indifioluble Friendfhip.
* (0.) And laftly, Let the Removal of the Excel.
lent of the Farth, in the Flower or Piime of their
Days, and in the Meridian of their Ufefulnefs,
ci::ickcn us to importunate and inceffant Prayer
that God would pour out his Spirit upon fuch of
his Servants as remain, and upon our rifing Mi-
niftry, and rifing Generation. The Refidue of the
Spirit is with God, and it is a Refidue copious
enough to qualify and confecrate {uch as furvive,
or fuch as are entering into Life, and Service, with
as eminent Gifts, and as eminent Graces, as thofe
who are gone before us, O for the Spirit of the
afcended Effjabs to reft upon our young Elifhas!
The Llarvef truly dis greaty but she Labourers are
few s let us earncfily and inceffunily befeech the Lord
of the Harveft that ke would fend forth Labourees
tnto bis Harveft /8). O that God would kindle by
his Almighty Breath, and a rich Unétion from
himfelf, bright and burning Lamps, to fill up the
Places of thofe which are removed from his Sanc-
tuary below to fhine in his Temple above! Let
the Death of fuch an eminent Servant of Chrift as
Mr Davies, in the Prime of his Age, and in the
1 cight of his Llfefulnefs, ftir us up to impo.tunate

and

(1 Matt ix. 37, 18,
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and abundant Prayer that God woylid be Eeafed, in
Compaflion to aur World, to raife up, likeInton-
ments of his Glory both in our Land, and wiwrc,,
ever his Name is known, or thete are any QOppor-
tunitics. to preach his Gafpel! O for the Dedcent,
of a douhle Portion ¢t the Spivit upon furviying
Minifters, and upon il other Nuiferics of Ruligion
and Learning at Ilome and Abroad] #Where s
she Lord God of Ltijah? He lives, he is Gill with
us, though Xlijut is gone, To him therefore, leg
ws look, to him let us pray wich holy Impartuity
and Zeal that the Time, even the fet Time to fa-
vour his Zww, may come. Let byt the Lord give
the Word, and pour out of his Spirit, and grea
fhall be the Number of 1bof: that padlifb it (¢). Lo
 bum but clobe bis Priefts witb Selvation, ang bis
Peaple fhall focit aloud fur Fay (d). L

And thus have I endeavoured, from vayipus
Conirderatians, ta refolve this Problem in Prgvi.
dence, ¢ Why the Excellent of the Earth fhould
¢ be taken away in the Flower or Prime of their
¢« Age, and from the moft enlarged Spheres of
¢ Ufefulnefs, or what Inftrutions and Improve-
“ ment we may gather from fuch feemingly un-
¢ kind and undefirable Difpenfations.” 1 pretend
net to affign all the Reafans of {uch a Conduét in
Deity, in that God wbho works all Things after the
Counfel of bis cwn Will, but yet pofiibly I may
have affigned fome, and fome fuch as may coge
vince us that even thefe afflictive, and perheps fre-
quently fuppofed impenetrable Proceedings are net
without the evident T'races of the divine Wifdom,
Righteoufnefs, and Mercy upon them to a duly
obferving Eye, fo that we may not only as the
Voice of Faith, but as the Confeflion of” Experi-

ence,

(¢) Pfal, lxviii, 11, {d) Plal. cxrai. 16,
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ence, fay, I Anow, O Lord, that thy Fudgments are
right, -and that ‘thou in Faishfulwe/s baft afflified
me(e), - i | B
-, 1 fll only add, that: whether we can or cannot

invefligate the Motives in the Counfels of a holy,
wife, and merciful God, why fuch Providences
fhould take place, as.the Removal of the Excellent
of th+ Earth in the Flower or Prime of their Days,.
and iz the Height of their Ufefulnefs, yet twa
Things methinks are indifpenfible Duties upon us
in fuch Difpenfations, Congratulation avl Submif-
fiom. Congratulation that our pious Friends are
gone to a better World, for as one fays *, « Was
¢ not Self-love too predominant, and cur Faith
« of invifible Realities too weak, we fhould re-
 joice at a pious.Relative (or Friend’s) Admiffion
¢ into the Society of the Blefled. We congratu-
“ late them upon fome petty Advantage gained
¢ in this low State of Being, and again we mourn
¢¢ their Advancément to the higheft Degree of
« Honour and Felicity, becaufe out of our Ken.!
«“. Sm'h -aukward and prepofterous Creatures are
“ wel® i | |
~ The other Duty is Submiffion. Submiffion to the
high and holy, though awful Will of Heaven.
Patience has its Hour of Exertion and Effulgence
in the Darknefs of Providence, and the Seafon of
our greateft Trials. Fatber, not my Will but toine
be dome, how glorious, how pleafant to hear from
under the Preffures of the foreft Affittions! 1
have often thought of the noble Speech of the
Archbifhop of Caisbray, who, when he heard the
News of the Duke of Burgundy’s Death, to wno}tln
. ¢

" (e) Pfalph cxix. 75. | '
* Extra@ts of the Letters of Samue/ Holden, Bfq; preferved

in a Funeral Difcoutfe of Dr Benjamin Colman's for that wor-
thy Gentleman. Y




to be the Operations of Wifdom. 31

he had been Preceptor, and ‘for whom he had the
moft tender Affettion, burft into Tears, but yet
prefently faid, < If I knew that by the Turn of a
-« Straw I could recover him to Life, and yet at
“ the fame Time was aflured that it was contrary.
« to the Will of God, 1 would not do it.” Q@
for a complacential Acquiefcence in the divine Dif-
pofals! O for the meek and chearful Surrender of
¢ our Wills to the Will of our God! This Tem-
per how loyal and dutiful, and how comfortable
and happy! May this be our Experience till Faith
is turned into Sight, and Hope and Patience fhall
be {wallowed up in boundlefs and everlafting Frui-
tion and Joy! . S
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