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S to Matters of Religion, the Neceflity of Reve-

lation in general, and confequently, that G O D
has been pleafed to blefs Mankind with the neceflary fu-
pernatural Difeoveries, baving been made outy in a late
Baok upon that Subjelt, one is tmmediately led to examine,
What 75 the particular Svlem of Religion that bas the
bifty or the only Title to o Divine Original ¢ And, ca-
Joing one’s Eyes on the Golpel of Jelus Chrift, one vee
1y foon perccives a great many Things, that feem ex-
tremely promifing on the Side of the Chriftian Infbitution.

But, before one goes about to propefe amy pariscular
Argument, in order to prove the Divinity of that Infti-

tution, one fhould think, that the general Question, con-
cerning the Credibility of the Gufpel-Hiftory, ough{ firft
10 be confideved and determined.  This is what the Au-
thor Las endeavotired to do, from the Teftimony of Hea~
thens, i1 the few following Pages.  And he cannot but
thinky that upon @ Mind, rationally convinced of Gop’s
having made a Revelation to Mankind, and of the
Truth ot the Hiftory of the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift,
the particular Arguments in Favour of Chriftianity wil]
wrrelitibly operate : So that the Author is in Hopes be
has belped forward the Defign of the forecited Book,
and farther cleared the Way for the Evidences of
our holy Religion, to exert all ibeir Force upon every

Jfree-thinking confiderate Pei fon.
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History of the GospEL.
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RYGHLYIE VERY Man who applies himfelf to

G Eﬁfm ftudy, and who, by his own Refear-
Ef Qs ches, has come to the Knowledge of
Qg 1 hings, cannot but have obferved, that
BVt as the particular Things, or Exiftences,
whofe feveral Properties, Relanions and Agreements,
make up the Matter of his Knowledge, are various,
and of quite different Natres; o the Mcafures, or
Proofs, whereby a Man is led to the Perception of
Truth, or to the Knowledge of thofe difierent Things
in themfelves, or, as they are related to one another,
are equally different, and muft nicdlarily be fo, as
they immediately anfe from the differcnt Nature of the
Things themfelves. And indeed the Attempt would
be extremely foolith, to go about to explain the
Truth of 3 Thing, by that Kipd of Proof with

A which

r
Ay



9 The Truth of the

o

which the Nuature of the Thing itfelf has no Sort of
Connection : Nor is it lefs abfurd to demand, in a-
ny Cafe, that Sort of Proof, which the Nature of
Things will not admit of. The real Knowledge of

Mankind, and of every intelligent Being, lyes whol-
ly in the Perception of Things themfelves, which e-

very Body will confefs, canonly be apprehended by
thofe Means that are fuited to their Nature, Now, the
Things, or Exiftences, whofe feveral Propertics, Re-
Jations and Agreements, arc the Objects of our Know-
ledge, and beyond which we can know nothing, may

be reduced to thele two general Fleads,

Figt, There are fuch Things, whofe imeard Ne-
ture is in no Degree precarions, depending on Wil
and Pleafure, but n 1delf 1s fived and ftable, immu-
table, abfolutely independent, and whole Truth and
Certainty, whole real Ixaftence, every Mind capabie
of apprehending 1t, may, at aff Times, and in af
Places, perceive and underftand.  Of this Sort I rec-
\on Gesmetrical Truths, the Moyal Virtues, and the Be-
g and Peifestions of the Dty In difcovering the
Truth of which, as 1o the twwo firfly we look imime-
diately mnto the Thmgs themiclves, we percerve thelr
cffential Properties and Relations, and are infallibly
certain about therr Agreements; and as o the laff,
vz, the Exilence ¢f God, we here indeed come 1o
the Knowledge of this Truth by attending to the
World about us, thefe finite dependent Beings, which,
we are ablolutely fure, muft be the Ettelts of Di-
vine 'ower, Wildom and Goodnels ;3 but tn another
World, there 1s Reaton to think, we {hill have im-
mediate Vilion or Intuiton.

In the next Place, there are fuch Things, whofc
Natures have wothing in them of Necgffiy, and which
for thewr Exiltence, their Properties and Affections,

entirely




Hiftory of the Gofpel. 3.
entirely desend on the Will of other Beings : Of this
Sort I reckon all the feveral Things of chis vifible
World, that are the free Produétions of the Sove-
reign Mind, and all the particular Actions or Ef-
feCts of inferior voluntary Agents. And in acqui-.
ring the Knowledge of fuch Things, the moft di-
ret and immediate Way 15, that of the Teftimony
of our Semfes. 'Thus, our Senfes aflure us of a vaft
Variety of Creatures in Heaven and in Earth; they
difcover to us the Viciffitude of Day and Night, of
Summer and Winter, Seed-Time and Harvett ; they
diftinguith the Individuals of our own Specics, and
they let us know what particular Actiors this or that
Man 1s the Author of, But, as to Things of this
Sort, how cxtremely fcanty fhould our Knowledge
be, had we no other Way to acquire it? Going no
farther than the immediate Teftimony of our Sen-
fes, no Man could know that this World was exift-
ing before he oblerved it nor could we be certain
there now 15, or ever was, any more of this Earth,
or that it now 1s, or ever was any further inhabited,
than this fmall Spot ot Ground with which we are
acquainted. All Mankind therefore, who, of Things
under the Sun, pretend to know any more than thole
tew Articles, about the Truth of wlich their Sen-
lee tmmeediately inform them, maft neceffarily aliow,
7 bere 1s fome other Way than the immediate Tefti-
mony of our Senies, whercby we can come to the
certain Knowledee ot thole Things whofe Exiflence
depends on the Will and Pleafure of other Beings,
And fince this Knowledge cannot poflibly arife from
our looking into the Nature of the Things them-
felves, as we do in the Cafe of Gesinetrical Exiflen-
ces, &7c. whole Nature and Properties are indepen-
dent, abfolutely necdlury, and mult thercfore ap-

plat



4 The Truth of the

pear in all Ages, and in all Places, unalterably the
fame ; the only remaining Way feems to be that of
the Information, or Teffimony ot other intelligent Be-
ings, upon whofe Truth and Veracity we can fafely
rely.
Thus, from the Information of othets, we know
and reft affured, that this World, in its prefent Si-
tuation, or under the Direction of the fame general
Laws that produce Day and Night, & has fubfift-
ed for fo many Ages paft, and has, all along, been
inhabited by fuch particular Kinds of Animals,
whereof the Individuals have been continually fuc-
ceeding to one another : After the fame Manner we
certainly know, that, befides this Ifland of Brizain,
there are, at this Dav, In the Earth, a great many
other Iands, and vaft Continents, all inhabited, that
are divided in diftin& States and Kingdoms, and
wholie Forms of Government, whofe Laws and Cu-
ftoms, 1n many Inftances, do all differ from one ano-
ther : And thus, likewife, we are perfwaded beyond
doubting, thar fuch particular Perfons did live, and
fuch others are now living 1n the World, and were
the Authors of fuch particular Ations, It is from
this Source, | mean, from the Teftimony of others,
that, with refpedt to this Sort of Things, whole
Exiltence deperds on the Free-will of other active
B:ings, our greateft Stock of Knowledge aries :
And fiowever 1t cannot be univerfally afirmed, that,
in every Article, we may depend fafely on buman
Telttmony 5 yet this no more renders our Know-
ledee, foundet on fuch Proofs, uncertain or preca-
rioas, than a Maws being led, in the Uie of his ra-
f7-0:e! Facdlues, mto a paricular Opinn contradi-
¢t - to Reaon, or to the Nature of Things, can
render our Koov iidge, arifing from Reafon, or the

Nature



Hiftory of the Gofpel. §

Nature of Things, a Matter of mere Uncertainty,
Such is the Conftitution of human Nature, or, by
fuch Principles are all Mankind governed, that, in.
numberlefs Inftances, we can be abfolutely fure of
the Truth of things, trom the Information or Te-
ftimony of other People. We regard it as an un-
doubted,Truth, that juft now there is fuch a Nati-
on as the Kingdom of Framce, where the prefent
Prince s Lewss XV, whole Willy in the publick
Adminiftration, is fubjeét to no Controul : And, as
fully do we reft affured, that, in the City of Rome,
ftill fubfifting, and now the Seat of the Popes, there
was, about MDCCC. Years ago, an Emperor called
Anguftus, who, in the Battle of Afium, overthrew
nthony, who, oftener than once, fhut up the Temple
of Fanus, and who, for many Years, peaceably en-
joyed the fovereign Dominion of a great Part of the
World. About the Certainty of fuch Things we
are as much fatisfied, as about any Propofition in
Euclid. ¢ So many Circumftances, fays Mr. Toland,
““ frequently concur in.Hiftory, as render it equal
‘“ to Intuition: Thus, fays he, I can as foon deny
““ my own Being, as the Murder of Cicera, or the
¢ Story of William the C-nqueror *  And indeed
all Mankind rely on human Teftimony ; we venture
our Lives and Fortunes upon it in our own Expe-
rience we find ourielves fate in trufting 1t 3 our Stock
of Knowledge would be extremely poor and incon-
fiderable, nay, in nowifc could Mankind live affoci-
ated without it.

Now, upon this Sort of Certainty, mmiverfally de-
pended on, and in this its Influence, abfolutely ne-
ceflary for the Subfiftence of human Society in any

Form

¥ Chriftianity not myfterious, p. 128,



6 The Truth of the

¥orm whatfoever, do we reft affured of the Truth of
the Gofpe-Iliftory, namely, That, fo many Ages ago,
there were 1n the World fuch Perfons as Fefus Chrift
and his Apojtles 5 That they taught fuch particular Doc-
trines; That they wrought fuch extraordinary Works ;
That Jelus Chrilt was erucified at Fervfalem 3 That his
Apoitles confidently reported, 74 rofe again from the
Dead, and afrended into Heaven 5 That, in teftifying
this his Refurrection, and Afcenfion, and in publifhing
his Doftrines, beginning at Ferafalem, they went
through the World, and every where fuffcred the
areatelt Hardfhips, and cruelleft Perlecutions, pre-
ending, that in this Mintfkry, they were employed
bv Ll:oven.  Thele, I fay, are the Things, as to the
Certainty of which we are fully fatistied trom human
Teftimony.  And as the Nature of the Things them.-
felves cannot pollibly fuffer cheir Truth, or the Rea-
ity of their Exiltence, to be made out atter any o-
ther Manner ;3 fo tho% Perfons who demand that
Sort of Proot that is founded m the independent ab-
olute Nocgfizy of the Lxiftence,  the Properties, and
Allettions of Thines, are molt unrealonable, and
would be erattiied in what the Natwre of Things ren-
ders Giminly impotdible : Which 1s fo tar trom think-
ing {reely, and as it becomes a reafonable Being, that
it 15 thinking moit ablurdly, and m clean Contra-
diction to that univerfal Standard, whercby all our
Thoughts and Sentiments ought entirely to be di-
rected, and withoar our attending to which, we can
never hooe, noany Inftance, to difcover Truth, or
to arrive at Certainty.

Nor can a Man juflify his refufling to admt the
Truch of the Things above mentioned, 1n alledging,
that thoie Things being made the Lowidation of a
religious Inflitution, upon which we are to venture

our



Hiftory of the Gofpel. i
our Happinefs in another World, they become of 100
great Confequence to have their Certainty depending
on buman Teflimony.  For, the Queftion 1s not about
the Importance of the Things, but about their Truth
and Reality 3 whether there were n the World fuch
Perfons, and whether thofe Perlons were the Authors
of fuch A¢tions ? If thefe Articles be counted of Imi-
portance, our Inquiries into their Certainty ought to be
the exalter, the more {tri¢t and ngorous, without alt
Biafs or Prejudice: And if, after a diligent and nar-
row Search, they are ftill found to be true, they mulft,
in Reafon, be allowed to operate according to their
Nature. Mean while, to pretend, that fuch Articles,
wholfe Exiftence can no otherways be explained, are
too confiderable to depend for their Certainty on hu-
man Teftimony, fecems to intimate, that, in afcertain-
ing the Truth of the particular Articles of fuch 2
determined Clafs of ‘Things, we mutt have onc Spe-
cies of Proofs tor thole nf f naller, and another Sort
of Proofs for thoic of grearer Confequence.  But,
would 1t not be ridiculous to infinuate, that, with the
fame Sort of Luyes, wherchy [ 'hnﬂ‘ th a Picce of
dll[) \Vd)’ as [ am []111’{”1!12, e would foil niy
Shoes, 1 cannot diftingiith o Precipice that woulid
breakk my Neck, but milil have cther Sort of Evi-
dence? And st not equally extravagant, toalledge,
that by the fame St of Kvidence, l”ht_TLby the Dayl's
are well affured, there was fuca a Perlon as Seciates,
that he raught fuch Dotrines, and fuffered fuch a
Death at Ahbcie, we cannot reit jatisiied, thore was
fuch a Perfon as 7-fus Ciri?, that Lie raugat fuch
Da&rines, fhar he uffered fuch a Death at ftr:"i'n Yeiny
that his Difeiples repor ted he role again the thd Dd{
atter his menmon, .7 Whatovar, tacreiore, be

the Moment of the Things, if the Reality of cheir

Lx-




8 The Truth of the

Exiftence be made out by #has Sors of Proof, which
alone the particular Nature of that Clafs of Things
will admic of, no Man can reject their Certainty
without being highly unreafonable, ¢ Al poffible
““ Matters of Fail, lays Mr. Toland, duly attefted by
““ coevous lerfons, as known to them, and fuccef-
““ frely related by others of different Times, Nations, or
““ Intercfls, who could nesther be impofed upon themfelves,
““ nor be juftly fufpected of combining together to deceive
““ others, ought to be recerved by us for as certain and
““ indubitable as if we bad feen them with our own Eyes,
*“ or beard them with our own Ears. By this Means
““ 118, comtinues this noted Autbor, 1 behieve there was
““ fuch a City as Carthage, {uch a Reformer as Lu-
““ ther, and that there is fuch a Kingdom as Poland,
‘“ When all thefe Rules concur in any Matter of
‘““ Fa&, I take it then for Demonftration, which 1s
“ nothing clle but srrefiftible Evidence from proper
““ Proofs* And, that the feveral Aruicles of the
Gofpel- Hiftory, above mention’d, are fupported by fuch
Proofs as make us as certain about their Reality, as
we poflibly can be about the Truth of any thing of
the like Nature, fuppofe the Murder of Cicero, or
the Story ot William the Congueror, which Mr. Toland
has told us he can no more deny than bis own Being, 1
to every thinking Man inconteftibly manifeft. Nor
is 1t lefs manifeft, that this Certainty, about the real
Exiftence of fuch Perfons and A&ions as narrated in
the Gofpel, (fuppofing the original Hiftory, with its
coeval Circumitances, as we now have it, had been
tranfmitted down to us) we fhould have had, even
though the Chriftian Inftitution had expired with the
Apafles, and there were not now one Chrifiian in the

World,

4

* Chriltianity not myRerious, p. 17,



Hiflory of the Gofpel. 9
World. In this Cafe indeed we fhould have had a
ready Proof, in fpite of all the hiftorical Appearances
to the contrary, that the Apoftles, in pretending a
Commiffion from Heaven, were either Impoflors, or
Enthufiafts 5 but that fuch Perfons exifted, were the
Authors of fuch Altions, and had reported fuch E-
vents, could never be called 1n queftion. At the
fame time I am apt to think, that Chriffianity thll
fubfifting heightens our Certainty (I do not now fay,
about the Divinity of that Inftitution, but) about the
real Exifience of fuch Perfons, and their having taught,
and performed, and reported fuch Things in the
World. I.etus view the Matter in this Light, which
I fhall explain with all the Clearnefs I am able.

In Fact, it is certain, that fuf? now in the World,
there are infinite Numbers of People profeffing Chr:-
§fianity 5 that this is the publick Religion of Nations,
and has the Countenance and Protection of Civil Au.
thority. There is indeed, ameng Christians, a greac
Variety of Sects, that have each of them their own
peculiar Opinions and Senriments, and that differ
from one another in their religious Rites and Ceres
monies, But what Difterences foever may prevail in
the ¢ bristian World about other Matters, i this they
are all agreed, That the Hiftory ot the Gofpel is, in
all Inftances, true and genumme s and thiey univerfal-
ly obferve certain Rites, fuch as Baptifm, the Eucha-
riff, and the Lora’s Day, as Memorials of fome very
confiderable Events.  In Baptifm, the initating Rite,
we renounce every other religious Inftitution, we un.
dertake the Profeflion of Chriffianity, and we devote
ourfelves, through Fefus Chrift, to the only true God
and Father of All, to ferve him without Iear, ace
cording to the Gofpel of his Son, in Holinefs and Righ
teoufuefs all the Days of owr Life: Inthe Lucharif}, we

B commes



Y0 The Truth of the

commemorate the Crucifixion of Fefus Christ at Jeru-
falem, praifing the Name of God for his great Sal-

vation : And on the fir# Day of the Week, the Day
on which Chrift 1s faid to have nfen from the Dead,
we joyfully affemble together to celebrate his Refur-
vethion. Al this 1s real Matter of Falt, we have it
from the Information of our Senfes. And the Que-
ftion 1s, To what Caxfe muft thefe fenfible Effelts be
afcribed? Or, How came this Profeffion of Chrifli-
anity, or the Obfervation of fuch ftated folemn Rites,
to be introduced into the World? No Man living
can mmagine, that thefe Things had therr Rife in the
prefent Age.  We are infallibly certain, that they
prevatled among our Foretathers of the former Age.
And if we fill go backwards from one Age to ano-
ther, the fame Evidence by which we are affured
that this, or any other Part of the World, where
Chriftianity now prevails, was inhabited, and, in fuch
an Age, was governed by fuch particular Laws, Ci-
vil or Religious, will convince us, that thofe Things
were all along exifting, tll we come to that Age,
wherein there was no {uch Thing as Chriffianity, but
religious Inttitutions of a quite contrary Nature,
Thus, 1 tracing out the Rile of this Phenomenon,
beginning at the prefent Age,

From one certain Step to another, founded on the
publick Lazcs, the unguestionable Cuftows of particular
Kingdoms, weare led to the undoubted Knowledge
of the Exiltence of Chriffianily in thofe more diftant
Ages, when a conliderable Part of the World was
under the Domwmion of the Roman Emperors 3 and
running up our Enquiries through the Reigns of thofe
Emperors, we meet with fo many of them not only
profefling themfelves Chrifians, but, by their pub-

lick Laws and Edicts, protefting and encouraging
that
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that Inftitution ; till we are interrupted in the Reign
of Fulian, who purfued other Meafures, and reviv’d
the publick Profeffion of Idolatry, as we learn from
Ammianus Marcellinus (a), who lived in thofe Days;
from Eutropius (), who {erved in that Expedition
where Fulian was killed ; and from Libanius (c), who
feems to claim the Merit of promoting this Empe-
ror’s Paffion for Paganifm. And not only did Fulian
endeavour to {upport the Caufe of the Gods, and to
gain Profelytes to their Service, by his Authority
and Example, by Sollicitation, and Bribes, but, for
the fame Purpofe, he writ a large Treatife, wherein Li-
banius tells us, he gees about to thow, that thefe Books
which make the Man of P%fﬂe to be God, or the Son
of God, contain nothing but Things filly and ridiculous (d) s
fo that, by the fame Evidence, whereby we know
there was fuch a Perfon as the Emperor Fulian, we are
affured there was, among Men, fuch a Religion as
the Chriftian, which, in his Time, prevailed in the
World, and which he had form’d a Defign to extirpate,

But carrying on our Enquirtes ftill backwards, (as
Libanius gives us Ground to expect, while be coms-
pares the Reign of Julian to a pure Beam of Light, but
the Times immedialely before and after bum to thick Dark-
nefs (e), we come up to two Emperors, the immediate
Predeceffors of Fulian, viz. Conflantins and his Father
Conftantine, who were both of them Christians, and
by their publick Edits, had afforded the Civil Pro-
tection to that Infticution,  As for Conflantine, he
was the firlt Emperor who declared himlelt Chriftian,

as Zoftmus informs us (f), and wha,by exprefs Laws,
allowing

R a——

(a) Lib. 22, p. 476. G. (6) Lib. 10. Cap. 16. (c) De
sicifcend. Fuliani nece, Cap. 22, (d) Liban. Parental. in Ju-

liany, Cap. 87. (¢) inid. Cap. 146. (f) Lib. 2. p. 104.
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allowing to every Man a Liberty of Conlfcrence, be-
came the Guardian of Chriffianity in particular, and
took the Profeffors thereof into his {pectal Favour (4).
So far did this Emperor diftingutlh the Cbriftian Re-
ligion, that whereas the fir# Day of the Week, was
univerfally obferved by Chriftians asa Feftival in Me-
mory of the Refirretion of Fefus (b), he commanded,
that on that Day, all over the Roman Domintons, no
Courts of Juftice thould be open, and no Work, or
any Sort of fecular Bufinefs, except that of Agriculture,
fhould any where be done: For which we have the
fame Evidence, as there is for any other Law of the
Roman Empire (¢). This Revolution in Favour of
Chriftianity, happened about 300 Years after the
Birth of Chriff, and immediately upon the Back of
a terrible Perfecution, which began in the Reign of
Dioclefian, and, for feveral Years, cruelly raged a-
mong, Chriftians. And as this lets us fee the Gojpe!
was in Being before the Days ot Conflantine 3 {o from
hence we have certain Knowledge, that it was not
forged by the Politicians of his Reign, as an Engine
to lerve the Ends of Civil Government.

Nor were there wanting, a good Way back from
Conflantine, fome Heathen Emperors who had an high
Opinion of Chrift, and prov’d very favourable to-
wards his Difciples.  Thus, 100 Ycars before Cor-
flantie turned Chniftian, Alexander Severus had the

{inage

]

(@) Fujeh. H. Ecclefiaf. Lib. 10. cap. 5. oo (6) 1d. de
vita Conftant, Lib, v, cap. 18, (c) Omnes judices urbanag;
plebes, & cunciaram Artiom otia venerabili die folis quiefcans,
Rari ramen pofity azrorum ciltare libere licenterqree injerviant -
Quoniam frequcuter cvenit, ut non aptms alio die frumenta
fulcis, awt vines ferokibns, mandentur, ne occaftone momenti
perear commodivas caicfls provifione conceffa, o L 3. de fe-
rasy Tate 12,
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Image of Chrif in his private Chaple, and would have
built 2 Temple to him, and admitted him among
the Gudsy had not the Priefts, from their Dsvinai;-
ons, aflored him, 7t would turn all the World Chriftian,
and caufe the other Temples to be deferted (). However,
this Emperor allowed Cbriftfans the free Exercife of
their Religton, and publick Places for their Wora
fhip (). And how very acceptable the Difcipline
and Doctrine of the Chriftians muft have been to him,
one may learn from thefe two remarkable Inftances :
It was the Cuftom among Chriffans, before they or-
dained their Prigfls, to publifh their Names to the
People, that they might have Accefs to make their
Objections, if they had any ; this he judged fo wor-
thy of Imitation, that he followed the fame Courfe
in appointing the Governors of Provinces: And fo
much did he admire this common Maxim among
Chriftiansy, Do not that to another, which you would not
bave another do to you 3 that, in punifhing Offenders,
he cauled the common Cryer to proclaim it, and made
Infcriptions of it upon his own Palace, and the pub-

lick Works and Buildings (¢}, But as I have alrea-
dy

() Lamprid. apud Hiff. Rom. fcrip. p. 349. D. 351, E.
(6) K. sb:id. p. 347. G. 352. F. (c) Ubt aliquos voluiffes
vel Rectores Provinciis dare, wel Prepofitos facere, vel Procura-
tores {id eft, Rationales) ordinare, nomina eorum proponebat,
hortans populum, nt i quifquid haberes criminis, probaret ma-
nifeflis rebus; fi non probafles, [ubiret panam capitis. Dice
batgs (Igrnw eficy quum id Chriftiani ¢ Studaiﬂ/’acerem in pra-
dicandis Sacerdotibus qui ordinandi funt,non fiers in Provinci-
arum Rettoribus, quibus ¢ fortuna hominum committerentur
¢ capita.--~-Ciamabatg; [spius, quod a quibsfdam, frve Fus
deis five Chrifiianis andieras, < tencbat: Idque per preconem,
qgusum aliquem emendaret, dics jubebat, quod tibt non vis, al-
teri ne feceris. Quam fententiam ufque adeo dilexit, ut ¢ in
palasio < publicis operibus praferibi juberet. 1d. 1bid, p.353s

D. 353 D,
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dy hinted, Chriftianity was not always thus fortunate.
Under the Reigns of moft of the Heathen Emperors,
its Profeffors were barbaroufly perfecuted: Belides that,
foveral Men of Wit and Learning keenly attack’d
it in the Way of Argument, and imployed all their
Art to ftop its Progrefs, and ruin 1ts Credit in the
World. And from both thefe Events, we are fur-
nithed with abundant Evidence for the Truth of the
Gofpel-Hiftory.

It is certainly a great Misfortune to the Chrifiian
Caufe, that the Writings of thole Heatben Authors,
who endeavoured either to reafon or to laugh Chri-
fhanity out of the World, are loft. But thofe Frag-
ments of theirs, which the Chriffians who oppofed
them, have tranfcribed in their Writings, do plainly
anfwer my Purpofe, as they pointedly mnform us about
fo many Matters of Fac¢t.  Thus the Emperor Fulfan,
ambitious of the Government only as it would enable
hins to reftore the Worthip of the Gods, n his Books
againft the Chriftians, {o far 1s he from denying the
Certamnty of thofe Articles, which I have above men-
tioned concerning Clriff and his Apgfles, that he ad-
mits them all as tue and genuine. He takes Notice
of 7 fus as the Son of Mary, fad to derive his Being,
not from Feferh, Mary’s Husband, but from the
Holy Gbojt : (4) He quotes feveral Paflages of the O/

Teftament,

(a) Fulian apud Cyri, lib. 8. p. 2¢3. Oper.Vol. 6. Chal-
cidiusy a Platonick Philofopher, (whether Heathen or Chriftian,
lcarned Men are not agreed ; nor will I prefume to interpofe)
in his Commentary upon Plare’s Timaits, p.219. {peaks of the
Star chat appeared at our Saviour’s Birth, after this Manner :
Ef al:a fanctior & vencrabilior Hifforia, qus perhibit ortu flella
cujufdam, non morbos mortefque denunciatas, fed defcenfum Ded

venerabiiis ad hamans confervationisy rerumqne mortalium gra-
tiam:
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Teftament, ({fome of which are tranfcribed in the New)
held to be Prophecies concerning the Mefiab ; and at
the fame time would have Matthew and Luke to op-
pole one another in the Genealogy of Fefus: (a) He
mentions his being inrolled along with his Father and
Mother 1n the Cenfus under Cyrenius : (6) He fpeaks
of his Miracles, fuch as his having Power over Spirits,
his walking upon the Sea, his calting out Devils : (c)
And he tells us, that about 300 Years ago, in the
Reign of Tiberius, Jelus baving gained a few Followers,
and thofe of the meancst or bafeft Sort, bowever fawnous
be might be among fuch People, yet in bis Life-time be
did nothing memorable, unlefs one will reckon the Curing
the Lame and the Blind, and, in the Villages of
Bethfaida and Bethany, the Relieving thofe that were
poflefled with Devils, 10 be Feats mighty and confidera-
ble. () Nor does Fulian neglect to quote fome Arti-
cles of the Sayings and Difeourfes of our Saviour as re-
ported tn the Gofpels.  Thus he obferves, that onc of
¢ hrifPs Difciples having faid unto him, Lord, fuffer
me firf to go and bury my Father 3 Jelus faid unto him,
Follow e, and let the Dead bury their Dead : (¢) That
Fefus the Nazarene made thele RefleCtions, o unto
you Scribes and Pharifees, Hypocrites, for you are like
unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful out-
ward, but are within full of dead Mens Bones and of all Un-
cleannefs : (f) That he profefled be came not defiroy the
Law,

tiam : quam fellam cum nolturne itinere mfpexiffent Chaldzo-
rum profecly fapientes viri, < confideratione rerum caleflium (a-
tis exinuiy qhafiffe dicuntur recentem orium Dety repertague illa
majeflate puerils veneratos effe, ¢ voto Deo tanto convenicntia
nuncupafle,

(a) FJulian ubt fupra, p. 252, 261, 262.  (b) lbid, lib. 6.
E. 213, (¢) Ibid.  (4) Ibid. p. 591, Vid. ps 207, (e) I-
id, hib. 10, p. 3350 (f) Ibid,
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Law or the Prophets, but to fulfil; afluring the World,

that whofoever fball break one of thefe leaft Commandments,
and fball teach Men fo, be fball be called the leaft 1n the King-
dom of Heaven : (@) That he gave out this Command,
Go and teach all Nations, baptizing them in toe Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoff. (b)
Thele are fo many Particulars that relate immedtately
to Fefus Chriff.  And as for hus Apaftes s whillt Fulian
would have them guilty of Inchantments, and of teach-
ing that black Art to thetr Followers, he confefles
not only that the Apgftles wrought Miracles them-
felves, but that they imparted the fame Power to others :
(/) He would have St. Paxl in particular, to be the
greateft Conjuier that ever was : (d) He takes Notice
of Peter’s Vifion in the Tauncr’s Houfe, about aboltfh-
g the Jewilh Diftinitron of Adeats:(¢) He brings in
feveral Paffages from the Writings of St. Pad, (f)
fuch as Rea. 1il, 29. x. 4. 1 Cor. v 9, 10, 11, He
frequently remarks on St. Jobn’s Doctrine, 1n the firf}
Chapter of bis Gofpel, concerning the Divintly of Chrift
bis making all things, &c. on which Occafion, he
mentions {o many of the Apgftles particularly by Name,
wiz. Petery Paul, Mark, Fobny, Maithew, Luke; (g)
whereof the two lafty he clfewhere propoles the Gali-
leans Thould cxp]ain in their Churches, rather than go
about to teach thofe Heathen Authors, whole Wri-
tings they condemned. (h)

In fhort, apprehending, that the Dotrines of the
Gofpe! do in no Degree authorize 2 perfecuting Spirit,
he feverely checks the Chriftians of his Time, 1n tel-

ling

(a) Fulian apud Cyril, lib. 10. P. 3571, (1? Ibid. lib. 5,
p. 291.  (¢) Ibid. lib. 1o. p. 339. (d) Ibid. iib. 3. p. 1co,
(¢) Ibid. Lib. 9. p. 314.  (f) Ibid. hib. 3. p. 106. lib. 7. p.
245. lib. 9. p. 320, (g) Ibid. lib. 6. p. 213. lib. 8. p. 263,
Iib. 10. p. 327, 333, (#) Julian Epifl. 42,
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ling them that their Cruelties, and Perfecutions againft
the Heatben, and thofe of their own Party who dif-
féered with them in their Sentiments about the dead
Man(a), had no other Caufe but their private Paffions,
fince for fuch Doings they had received no Command,
cither from Fefus or from Paul. (b)) But whatever
was the Spirit of his Days, and however he accufes
the Chrififan Inftitution of being incapable of deriv-
ing any real Goodnefs or Excellency to human Na-
ture(c); yet elfewhere he lets us know, That, in for-
mer times, the holy Lives, the Charty and kind
Offices of Chriftians exercifed, without Diftinétion,
towards the Heathen, as well as their own Brethren, in

relieving the Poor, in fuccouring Strangers, and bu-

rying the Dead, had mightily conduced to eftablifh
and propagate the Gofpe/ : Upon which he warmly
recommends it to his own Priefs, as they value the

Interefts of the Gods, to be zealous in the Purfuit
of the fame Virtues. The Gods, fays he, bave vouch-

fafed us far greater Things than could have been expefled.
C For

(4) Having juft now obferved, that Chalesdius reports, asreal
Fa&, the Phenomenon that apﬁcarcd at our Saviour’s Birth; 1
cannot but likewile remark, that the Darknefs and Earthquake,
which the Gojfef: tell us happened atthe Craucifixion, accaslitle
doubted by Palegon the Trallian, an Heathen, and Freeman to
Adrian 3 who, as we learn from Ewfebius, 1n his Chron. and
others, gives this Account of the Matter:

TG ' §7es 5 C. B. oavpendd' @ spvem Exnenlss naly usyiss
T8y sQvapiopivar FeTIgeV Ay BUE Wpds THE NUEERE SRV,
;S'l l_; i;‘fﬁ:"; iw H‘Eﬂr{: vaﬁrm. Zﬂd"uo'c v 1. ,ugrga{ @.m? Br3y-
yiay 19dunrG, n mad Nindtag xg7icocle, 1id. Origuin Tratl.
35 ad Mast.cr cont. Celf lib.2. p. 8o, Thefame Phlegon confefles,
That our Saviour had the Knowledge of futurc Events, and that _
what he foretold, did aGually cometopals. From whence Sac-
cording to Origen, inhis 2d B. againft Celfus) he leems forced to
allow, There 1s fomething of Divinity i the Gofpel.

(b) Fulian apud Cyril, Lib. 6. p.2e5. () Ibid.lib.7.p.239.
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For in fo fort a Space of Time, who duyft bave looked
for fo wonderful a Revolution ¢ But why do we count thofe
Things [ufficient, and do not rather attend to what efpe-
cially bas augmented the Impiety, namely, their Huma.
nity towards Strangers, theiy pious Care in burying the
Dead, and their feeming Holivefs of Life? *Tis a Shame
that thofe impious Galileans, fhould not only provide their
own, but our poor. (a)

Thus far Fulian, who had Inclination, Skill, and
Power, fufficient to have detefted a Forgery, had
there been any fuch thing in the Chriffian Religton,
and would not have failed, had he found it, to have
expofed it to all Mankind 5 thus far, I fay, the Em-
peror Fulian fupports the Credit of the Evangelical
Hiftory. But before his Time, we find the fame
good Service done the Gofpel by Hierocles.

This other Writer againft Chriffianity, who is faid
to have excited Dioclefian to the Perfecution he raifed
againit the Chriffians, and to have been very active
himfelf in carrying it on, has fo little Thought of
denying there was fuch a Perfon as Fefus Chriff, or
that he wrought Miracles, fuch as reftoring Sight to
the B!, and other Miracles of the like Nature,
that he confeffes the Truth of the whole, and only
means to expolc the Chriflians for thinking fo highly,
on that Account, of Fefus, whilft, in his Opinion,
Apollonius wrought greater Miracles ; and yet, fays
he, we do not eficem bim a God, but only a Man greatly
favoured of the Gods. (b) After the fame Manner
does Porphyry, who was earlier in the Controverfy
than Hierocles, bear Witnefs to the Truth of Things
reported 1n the Gofpel.,

In

(a) Epift. 49. p. 429. Oper. vid. p. 305, Fragm. (&) Eg»
ft6. cont. Hierocl. p. 513,
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In the Cafe of Forphyry we are indeed very unfortu-
nate ; for not only have we loft his Books againit the
Chriftians, but thofe particular Anfwers that were made
to them by Methodius, Eufebius, and Apollinaris :
However, we are elfewhere informed, that, ashe ap-
plied himfelf very much to the Reading of the Scrip-
tures, 1o his Defign was to overturn their Authority,
by fhowing, that fuch a Compofition of Things can-
not be thought to have come from God.(a) So far,
theretore, was Porpbyry from rejecting, that he ar-
gues upon the Truth of the Gopel-Hiflory. Thus
he confefles, that Fefus Chriff was punifhed, or fuf-
fered, as a Malefaltor ; That, at the fame Time, be-
ing a Perfon of great Sanétity, his Soul, after Death,
went up into Heaven ; 774t no Man ought to fpeak
contemptibly of him ; That Chniftians, however, act
a foolith Part, in worfhipping him ;(4) not only
foolith, he certainly apprehended, but very criminal g
for he tells us, that fince Fefus came to be worfhipp’d,
Mfculapius and the other Gods have withdrawn their
Proteition to Mankind. (c) But his admitting the
Truth of the Gofpel-Hiftory is very apparent from his
arguing upon particular Texts of Scripture, fuch as
thefe among others, viz. Matth. xiv. 25, 26, where
it is reported, that Fefis walked on the Sea:(d)
Fobn vit. 8, 10. concerning our Saviour’s going up
to Ferufalem to the Feaft of Tabernacles: (¢) Af2s
V.5, 9, 10, about the Death of Ananias and Sappbi-
ra:(f) And Gal. i1 2, &¢c, which informs us of Paul's

repre-

() Theodoret. Therap. Serm. 7. Eufeb. H. Ecclefiatt. lib. ¢,
Cap. 19. (b) Porphyr. apud Eufeb. Demonft. Evangel. lib. 3,
p-134. () Apud Eufeb. Prp. Evangel. lib. 5. cap. 1. p. 179,

d) Hieron. Queft. Hebraic. in Genefin. fub init. (¢) 1d.adv,
fl_’rkg. lib. 2. p. 864, (f) 1d. Epilt. ad Demetriad. de virgin,
cev,
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reprehending Peter: (a) On all which Porphyry makes
Refletions, in order to expofe the Credit of the
Gofpel.

The next Writer againft Chriffianity 1 fhall menti-
on, is Celfus, who feems to have flourifhed about an
bundred Years after the Crucifixion of Fefus. And
that this Author, in his Reafoning, does likewife
proceed upon the Truth of the Hiftory of the Gafpel,
1s manifeft from thofe Paflages of his, which Origex
has tranfcribed in his Books againft him. In parts
cular, he takes Notice of thefe Articles which we
find recorded in the Gofpel, and that are full profef-
fed by Chriftians, namely, that Jefus came down from
Hecaven (b); thai he was fupernaturally born of a
Virgin in a Village of Fudea; that this Virgin’s Huf-
band was a Carpenter 3 that they were admonifhed by
an Angel to fly with the Child into Egypt 5 that he re-
turned again from thence (¢), and went about thro’
the Land of Fudea, attended with Ten or Eleven
Perfons, Publicans and Fifbers (d); that he taught
moral Doctrines, againlt Revenge, Avarice, Ambiti-
ony &c. {uch as arc {Lill extant in the Gofpels (¢} ; thar
he wrought Miracles, fuch as curing the Lame and the
Biind, rarfing the Dead, feeding Multitudes on a few
Loaves, & (f) 5. that he was betrayed and forfaken
by his Difeiples (g) 5 that he was crucified along with
two Malcfaltors (4) 5 that, as he had forctold, fo, it
was grven out, he rofe again from the Dead, and ap-

peared alive, not to the Roman Governor, nor to
thole

il - ki

- il e

(a) Hironym. in Proxm. Comment. in Galat. & in Loc.
(6) Orig. contra Celf. lib. 4. p. 161, 162, (¢) Ibid. Jib. 1.
f:’ 22. §1. lib. €. p. 325, (2) Ibid. Lib. 1. p. 47. () I-

id. Lll;_.bﬁ. p. 286. Itb. 7. p. 342. 370. () Ibid. Lib. 1.
p. §3. 0., 2. p. 87, 89, 93, Ibid. Lib, =z, p. 62. (h)1-
bd. Lib. 3. p. 8. 85, - ) p 62 (%)
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thofe who had infulted him, nor to all the People,
but to his own Difesples (a); that this Fefus, fome
few Years before Celfus’s Time, was the Author or
Founder of the Chriftian Inftitution y and that his
Followers efteem and worfhip him as God, or the Sow
of God (5). All thefe, and many other Particulars
reported in the Writings of the New Teflamest, has
Origen tranfcribed from Celfus.

It is true, this Enemy of the Gofpe/ does not give
out all thefe feveral Articles as real Matters of Fa&,
nor as Things that had actually happened, On
the contrary, he would reprefent fome of them as
downright Lies and Forgeries, that deferve no Cre-
dit among Mankind. But however careful Celfus is
to fet every Thing in fuch a Light as may beft anfwer
his Defign of expofing Chriflionity 5 yet, from the
Objettions he makes againft the Truth of thofe par-
ticular Fats he calls in Queftion, one may eafily
perceive, that nothing is faid, that in any Meafure
can leflen their Certainty ; thus he tells us, *tis a Falf
bood that Fefus foretold that Fudas would betray him,
and Peter deny him, as it actually came to pals ; for
had they been thus forewarned, the Premonition
would have prevented both one and the other (c).
As little, fays he, can it be true, that Fefus foretold
his own Death; for had he forefeen 1t, he would,
no doubt, have done what he could to avoid 1t, and
not voluntarily expofed himfelf (4). Nor, in his O-
pinion, did Fefus work Miracles: Thofe wonderful
Things he performed, were only, as he apprehends,
the Effe@s of Magick which he had learned in E-

9/ 2

(a) Orig. Lib. 2. p. 93, 94, 98, 104. (&) Ibid. Lib. 1.
p.-21. hib. 2. p. 87. lib. 8. p. 385. (¢) Id. ibid. lib. 2.
p. 71. 72. (4) Id. ibid. hib. 2. p. 67, 69, 71,
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gypt (4). And asto his Refurretion; what Man,
fays Celfus, really dead, did ever anfe with the fame
Body ? Or the Man who was unable to help himfelf
when alive, how could he return to Life again, and
fhew the Marks of his Punithment, the Wounds he
had received in his pierced Hands? This Artcle
therefore is a mere Fiction, and thofe who pretend to
have been Eye-witnefles, muit be held, at leaft, in-
tirely vifionary (b). After this Manner, to pointed
Matteis of Falt, poflible in their own Nature, and
attelted by known Witnefles, does Celfus oppofe
empty Speculation. And his finding nothing elfe to
objet, cannot but be counted a plain Proof, that
the Truth of the Gofpel-biftory is beyond all reafonable
Exception. In fhort, as Origen obferves, Celfus ad-
mits the Truth of thole Faéts, which, he thinks, he
can glofs to the Difcredit of the Chriffian Inttitution ;
and pretends to reject thofe that would infer its Drvi-
nity (c). Butbe his Conduét what it will, he affords
us certain Information, #hat about fuch a Time, there
were fuch Perfons 1n the World as Fefus Chriff and
his Apofles 3 that they taught fuch moral Do&rines
toat they wrought fuch Miracles, or did many Things
out of the ordinary Courfe of Nature, which he there-
fore attributes to their Skill in Magick; that Fefus
was crucihed 5 #hat 1t was confidently reported, he
rofe again from the Dead ; that a religious Se&t of
Men was formed in the World, upon the Principles
delivered by Fefus: And, I fay, thefe particular Ar-
ticles, beflides many others, being, by Celfus’s own
Confeffion, undoubted Matters of Fa&, are fuffici-
ent to my prefent Porpole, as they clearly fupport the

Credibiiity of the Hiftory of the Gojpel,
To

(4) Orig. ibid. lib. 1.p.22. 30. lib. 2. p. 89, (4)Id. ibid.
lib, 2. p. 93. 94. (¢) Id, ibid, lib. 1. p. 49. )
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To this learned Philofopher, let me now add his
Friend and Contemporary Lscian, who, after his
Way, goes about to render the Gofpel ridiculous,
And this witty Auchor informs us, that thar Great
Moun whom the Chriftians worfhig, was crucified in
Palestine, for introducing that new Sect of Religion (4):
That his Followers are taught to believe, that after
they have renounced the Service of the Gods, and
have come to worfhip that crucified Sopbiff, and to
live according to his Laws, they are then all Bre-
thren: Tbat their Care to fuccour and relieve one a-
nother, when perfecuted for their Religion, is incre-
dible: That in fuch Circumftances, they {pare no-
thing, but have every Thing in Common, defpifing
all Hardfhips, Dangers of every Sort, even Death
icfelf, in Hopes of Jmmortality (). This 15 what Lg-
cian reports in his Account of the Death of Peregri-
nus, whom, he tells us, the Priefls in Palefiine had
inftructed in the Chriftian Religion (¢). And in his
Catechumen, introducing Triephon in the Charater of
a Chriftian, he makes him inform Critias, that we
ought to fwear by that God whe reigns on bigh, who is
greaty immortaly, above in Heaveny by the Son of the
Father 3 and by the Spirit proceeding from the Fatber s
One of Three, and Three of One; thofe we ought
to efteem the only true God (d): That, as for him-
felf, he was formerly in the fame wretched Condition
with Critias, till the bald-pated, big-nofed Galileas,
who had been caught up into the third Heavens, where
be beard Things maft charming and excellent, happening
to meet with him, had renewed him by Bapiifm, had
put him in the Way towards the Blefled, and re-.

deem’d him from the Place of the Ungodly (¢): Tbat
God

(a) De morte Pere fin. p. 566. L(é) Ibid. p. 67, (¢ f
bid, p. §65. (d) Catgcchum. p. 770, vid. p. 774 (¢) lgzd.
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God from Heaven beholds the Juft and the Unjuft,
and writes down tn Books all their Actions, to re-
quite every Man on that Day he bath appointed; that
forafmuch as Chrif is come to the Gentiles, what paf-
fes in Scythia, 1n any Part of the World whatever, 15
likewiie thus recorded (2) : That we ought to begin
our Prayers with the Father (b); feeming to point at
the Lords-prayer : And both Triepbon, and Critias al-
lude to St. Paul’s Explication of the Infcription at
Athens, To the unknown God, whom they now con-
ceive to be difcovered.

Thus the moft early Writers againft Chrifianity,
who had fome of them Accefs to converfe with thofe
who had feen and heard the Apoftles, afford us ample
Proof, that Christians were in Being more than 1700
Years ago ; and that their original Hiftory, related 1n
the New Testament, can be no forg’d Compofition of
a later Age. But while fome laid out their Wit, to
reafon, or to banter (hristianity out of the World ;
others were employed to {upprefs it, by the barbarous
Arguments of Fire and Sword, by all the Cruelties of
Perfecution, And trom hence likewife we are led to
the certain Knowledge of the Exiftence of Christia-
nity, and to perceive the Truth of the Hiftory of the
Gojpel. |

Libamius informs us, that in order to recover Peo-
ple from their Attachment to the Chriftian Religion,
the Emperor Fuliar not only gave the World a fine
Example, 1n his Devotion towards the Gods, Heroes,
Heaveny Ather, Earth, Sea, Fountains, Rivers(c); but

he

(a) Ibid. p. 771, 773, 779. (&) Ibid. p. 769. -8,
(¢) Ovx edspaatuoe pryahompemas Ods, *Hewas, Ouparor,
‘ailipa, Tir, Odaarlar, Onjds, Notaus's; w'x §worduncy 7005
ST wewoAsurnerty ; Liban., Parental. in Fulian, cap. 144.
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he encouraged ‘ People to return to Featlasifin, by
Reafon and Argument, by his Advice and Exhorta-
tions; and when thefe could not prevail, he made
Ufe of Money to perfuade them, And fuch gentle
Means this Emperor employed, not only from his
apprehending, that a Maw's Conftience cannol be forc’d,
but from his being fenfible, that the Cruelties which,
before his Time, had been exercifed; had rather fur-
thered than hindered che Progrefs of Chriffianity.  So
that Libanius here gives us to underftand, that in for-
mer Reigns, meaning chole before Conflantine, Chri-
Sians for the Sake of their Religion, by a Varicty of
Torments, whereof he gives fome Inftances, had been
cruelly haraffed and perfecuted (a). |
~ And indeed, if we look back into the Situation of
Mankind during thofe Reigns, the Cafe will appear,
as Libanius reports it, not only under the worft, bu
under thefe they reckon their beft Emperors.  Thus
the Tranquillity of the World, with refpect to Mat-
ters of Religion, was difturbed, and the Profeffors
bf Chriftianity came to be hardly ufed and perfecuted
in the Reign of M. Antonints Philofopbus. And fo re-
markably firm and refolute were Chi iffiairs in adhering
to their Faith, and in fulfering every Thing for the
Sake of it, that not only the Emperor himfelf takes
notice of it, whillt, in his Adeditations; he cfteems it
mere Offinacy, and caunons the World agauntt 1e (%) 5
but Celfus too feems to have in his Eye the Behaviour
of Chiiftians in this Perfecution, whilit he upbraids
them with Abfurdity, in fetting fo great a Value on
their Bodies, as to expet for thema RefurreiZion 5 and
yet, at the fame Time, to be throwing them away

D n

i — —

(2) Libanws cap. §8. 81, Whatis here Lud agunlt Perfecurion,
may put many Chriffians to the bluth,  (¢) &L dnran. lib, 11,

5 3.
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in Sufferings, as if they were Things vile and contem-
prible : Wthal, he tells them, that their Hopes of any
Sort are extremely 1] founded 3 for fo little was God
concerned in their Intereft, that fhey were dragged out
of their Concealments, and brought 1o the Hands of the
Executioner ().

But looking ftill backwards beyond the Days of
this Emperor, into thofe of Trajan, who came into
the World about twenty Years after the Death of our
Lord ; in his Reign we fhall likewife find that
Chriftians were involved, meerly on account of their
Religion, in a very fevere Perfecution.  Of this we
have abundant Proof {tom Pliny, who was himfelf
concerned as an Agent in the Matter. This Roman
Senator, when Governor of Bithynia, in his Letter to
Trajan, a moft valuable Piece of Antiquity, tells the
Emperor, That the Temples and Altars of the Gods
were every wherey in Town and Country, almoft totally
deferted, From whence we learn, that within the
Compafs of 2 few Years the Gofpe/ muft have made a
wonderful Progres. At the fame Time Pliy reports,
that among thofe that were accufed, and whom he
had examined, there were fome who confeffed they
had been Chriftians, but that rwenty Years ago they
had forfaken that Profeffion 5 avowing, however,
that the Height of their Crime was, their being
wont, on a ‘tated Day, before 1t was light, to af-
femble together, in order fo fing a Pialm to Chrift
as God, and te bind themfelves by a Sacrament o com-
mit no Wickednefs. (5)

Thus we fee what were the Principles and Praétice of
Chriftians fo many Years before, and at the Time of
Trajan’s Perlecution, which happened about frvensy

Y.ars

(a) Orig. contra Celf. lib, 8. p. 409, 423. (&) Plin.lib. 0,
Bott, 975 93,




Hiftory of the Gofpel, 27
Years after our Lord’s Paffion. And, no doubrt,
Pliny had good Information about thofe particular
Matters of Fa&, upon which the Chrifiians founded
their Profeflion. His Uncle, the elder Pliny, a
learned Man, and mighty inquifitive, was about
ten Years old when our Saviour was crucified, and
about forty when the Chrifiians were perfecuted un-
der Nero 3 fo that, having adopted his Nephew, and
held the Diretion of his Education till he was about
feventeen Years of Age, it cannot well be thought
but he informed him about that Se&, which was
full continuing to make a confiderable Noife in the
World, and could not therefore, at that Time, but
frequently prove the Subje@ of common Converfa-
tion, And, not to mention the other Opportunities
which Pliny himfelf had at Rome, to learn the Hi-
ftory of the Chriftian Religion, and how much his
Curiofity muft have been awakened, particularly,
after his Uncle’s Death, during Domitian's Perfecu-
tion, which cut off and banifhed great Numbers of
People, and even thofe of the higheft Rank, fuch as
Flavius, Clemens, who, in the Time of his Confulfbip,
was put to Death ; and his Wife, Domitilla, nearly
related, as well as her Husband, to Domitian, who
was bantfhed 3 to whom Die adds Glabrie, a Perfon
of Confular Dignity, who was likewile capitally pu-
nifhed : () I fay, not to mention Pliny's other Op-
portunities, and how much fuch Events muft have
awakened his Curiofity 3 when he was in his Govern-
ment of Bithynia (among the Eaftern Churches, where
there were infinite Numbers of Chriftfans, of whom
many, no doubt, had feen and converfed with the

Apofiles, which we know was the Cale of Polycarp 1n
particular,
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particular, at that Time Bifhop of Smyrna, and uni-
verfally famous) he made the moft rigorous fngui-
fition poflible 3 and yet, after all his Endeavours to
get to the Bottom of the Matter, being able to dif-
cover no Forgery, no criminal Defign of any Sort,
was contented to regard the whole as an extravagan
Superflition, in which, for their ftubborn mflexible
Obftinacy, he thought Chrifiians juftly deferved Pu-
nithment.  Neque enim dubitabam, {ays he, qualecun-
que cffet quod falerentur, pervicaciam certe & inflexibilenn
ehitinaticnery debere punii. ,

But, at fome Diftance back from this, within a-
bout thirty Years of the Crucifixion of our Saviour,
there happened under Nero a moft cruel Perfecution
mientioned by Suctonins 5 (a) but whereof we have a»
more particular Account from his Co-temporary Ta-
2us, who feems to have been about fifteen Years of
Age at the Death of Nere, and muft therefore be
counted an Fye-Witnels of this Perfecution, and
micht have feen and converied with the Apoftles Pe-
o7 and Pavl, who therein, at Roine, fuffered Mar-
tyrdom.  And from this celcbrated ijiciian we un-
derftand, ‘That Chiifianity had ws Kife in Yudea s
Ta: the Profefiors of 1r had their Name trom Ghrift 5
The! this Chrigt, 1n the Reign of Trberins, was put to
Death by oz Pilate y and Thai this Rehigion, af-
ter the Death of 1ts Author, over-run not only -
deiy but the City of Reme. () Flere then, Tacitns
pornts out to us the Place, the T, the Lduthor, and

fict Koo ot Ciriflieriv,  And certain it 1s, that,
U we look further back nto the religious State of
Mankind, beyond the Reign of Tiderins, we fhall
find nothing of Coridimety, no Yeluge of any Set

of
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ot Men, who, in their religious Principles, oppofed
the Superstition of the Fews, and the Idolatry of the
Nations 5 but both Fews and Gentiles were in peace-
able Pofleflion of all their feveral religious Senti-
ments.

I would only now obferve, That, fo late as in the
Reign of Zrajan, there were alive not only Apoftol;-
cal Men, the immediate Difciples of the Apostles,
{uch as Clemens, whom St. Pan/ mentions in one of
his Epiftles *, Ignatius, Polycarp, &c, but the A
postle Fobn himfelf, and OSimeon ome of the feventy,
fent forth in our Savibur’s Life-time to publith the
Gofpel, and a near Kinfman of our Lord : So that,
at that Diftance of Time, inquifitive Men, fuch as
Tacitus, Sueton, Pliny, who mention Christian Affairs,
had Accefs to the fureft Means of Information. And,
the Apoftle Fobn and Clemens- Romanus having died
before, and Simeon and Ignatins being martyred in
Trajan’s Perfecutions, thofe Means, in fome Meafure,
were continued in Polycarp as far down as M, Anio-
ninus Philofophus, under whole Reign Polycarp at Smyr-
e, and the Philofopher Fuftin, at Rome were crown’d
with Martyrdom, when Celfus and  Lucian  were
flourithing,

Thus, beginning at the prelent Age, wherein we
have fenfible Demonftration for the Exiftence of Chri-
fianity, and carrying our Enquiries backwards from
one Age to another, we meet with unguestionable E-
vidence 1n every Age, for the real Being of that
Inftitution, all we arrive to that particular Tune
when it fir{# appeared in the World: And one can-
not but confefs, that as certainly as we know, thas

in thofe Aues the Earth was inhabited, fhat the In-
habitants

. e —————————————
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habitants were divided in fuch particular Governs
ments, and tbat the Adminiftration of thofe Govern-
ments were carried on by fuch particular Laws 3 as
certainly we do know, bar the Chriftian Religion,
without Interruption, continually fubfifted in all the
itermediate Ages that ly between the prefent Time,
and the Reign of Tiberius Cafar, when Fefus Chrift
was by Pontius Pilate cut off, or crucitied at Ferafalem.
And as this long unminterrupted Continuance of the
Gofpel, as its overfpreading the Roman Empire, and
making its Way to other Nations, in its three firff
Centuries, amid{t Perfecations, without any earthly
Power to fupport it; as its maintaining its Ground
to this very Day, are Effefts that could not poffi-
bly have exifted without an adeguate Caufe; fo what
Caufe can be judged fufficient, buc thar which is ex-
plained in the Gofpe/, and which neceffarily implies
the Truth of the Matters of Fac therein related ? 1
would therefore hope, that my Demand will not be
deemed unreafonable, when 1 afk, thar what Credit
15 given to the Writings of Tacitus, Sueton, &c, the
fame may be allowed to the Wriangs of the New.
Toftament, the original Books of Chrifiianity, which
Chriftians, 1n all Ages, have underftood to contain
a true Narration of Things, the firft Book that ever
appeared in the World with a new Syfem of Religi-
on, putting an End to all other Inftitutions, whe-
ther among Fews or Gentiles.  And, in Fa&, I have
made 1t appear, that what the New Teflament re-

ports, 1s well attefted by Heathen Authors, inveterate
Enemies to the Chriffian Caule, namely, rbat there
were 1n the World fuch Perfons as Fefus Chriff and
his Apoftles 5 that they taught fuch particular Do-
Crines 3 that they wrought Miracles ; and thas very

loon after Fofus was crucified, the Report went cur-
| reng
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rent among his Difciples, that he was rifen again from
the dead. Nor can fuch Matters of Fact be rejected,
but by thofe Arguments that would overthrow the
whole Trarh of all Hiftory, or ruin the Credit of every
Matter of Faé&, for which we have not the imme-
diate Teftimony of our Senfes; and confequently put
a final End to all human Society and Correfpon-
dence.

Hitherto, becaufe its Genuinenefs is keenly de-
bated among learned Men, I have not mentioned
that famous Teftimony of Fofephus concerning e
fus Chrifi. However, fince 1 am, myfelf, pretry
much fatisfied as to 1ts Truth, or that it is the ge-
nuine Production of Fofephus, and fince Mr. Danbuz,
in his excellent Book on that Subje, has fet its Ge-
nuinenefs in fo ftrong a Light, ftronger than could
have been expefted, fufficient, I really think, to fa-
tisfy any reafonable Man, I cannot but indulge my-
felf the Pleafure here to tranfcribe 1t.  And this no-
table Teftimony from Fofepbus, who was co-tempo-
rary with the Apoflles, is thus, ¢ About that Time,
““ fays be, appeared Fefus, who was a wife Man, if
¢ one can call him a Man; for he was a Worker
“ of Miracles, and inftruéting thofe who delight in
¢¢ Truth, gained many Difciples both among Fews
« and Gentiles. 'Lhis was Chriff. And however, at
¢ the Inftigation of the chiet Men among us, Pilate
¢¢ condemned him to be cructfied, yet the Devoti-
¢ on of his Followers did not fail: For, on the
¢“ third Day, he again appeared to them alive; the
““ holy Frophets having publifhed thofe and many
¢¢ other wonderful Things concerning him ; and, to
‘“ this Day, the Se¢t of Chriftians, fo called from
“ him, is flill fubfifting 1. This is Evidence ve-

ry
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ry ftrong, intircly in Point, and its Pointednefs feems
to be the Caufe that raifes the Suipicion in Peoples
Breafts, that 1t 1s the Forgery of {ome wmworshy
Chriftian. But, when one confiders the Conneétion,
which Fofepbus very well knew, Fobn Baptift, and St.
Fames, one of the Writers of the New Teftament,
had with Fefus Chrift, and how very honourably he
makes Mecntion of both thefe Perfons, one needs not
much wonder at the Fulnefs ot this Teflimony ; nor
can onc well imagine what clfe, in Confequence of
his extream good Opinion about the Forerummer, and
the Difeiplz, and Brother of Chrift, one could have
expected from him.  But, as to this, the Reader may
believe as he pleafes.  Wichout any Regard to this
Teftimony, I have brietly explained the Reafons up-
on which one cannot but admit the Truth of the
Hiftory of the Gofpel.  And it appears, that thofe
very Falts mentioned by Fofepbus, arc by Heathen
Writers, either exprefly contefied, or allowed to have
been reported by the poftles : So that therein Fo-
fepbus only teftifies what we are informed of from
Tacitus, Celfus, Fulian, and other Enemies of the
Chriftian Inttitution,

Betore 1 conclude this Article, T muft obferve,
That the Lvaagelical Hiftory 1s fupported by the Te-
ftimony of another Set of Men, whole Evidence fcems
to be more valuable than that of thofe other Hes-
thens hitherto mentioned.  There 1s no Shadow of
Reafon to fufpect, that Tacitus, Pliny, or any other
Pagan Author, would tell a known Falfhood, or
forge any Point of Hiftory to the Advantage of the
Chriftian Infutution.  But ’us very poflible for Peo-
ple to be in fuch Circumftances, wherein their Be-
hef, and Confeflion of Fads, may arife from a far

more pesctrating Convicion,  Thus, if, upon the
Trugh
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Truth of certain Facts, a Man deliberately ventures
the Forfeiture of all his prefent Enjoyments, and runs
the Hazard of being involved in all the Calamities
of Life; what other Conftrution can be put on
this Conduct, but that the Man, if he be not quite
out of his Senfes, is fully apprifed of the Importance
of thofe Fats, and, at the Bottom of his Soul, is
irrefiftibly convinced of their Reality, by the moft
over-bearing Evidence? To be fure, the Evidence
upon which a wife Man atts, will always be propor-
tional to the Stake he ventures, Now, this was che
Cale of thofe Heathens, who left the Religion of their
Country, wherein they had been educated, and em.
braced the Profeffion of Chriffianity. Nor was it the
Multitude only that acted this Part, but Men of
Learning and Philofopby, whole main Bufinels was to
fcarch after Truth, and the Defign of whofe Studies
was to perceive Things as they are in themfelves, and
to form a Judgment of them upon rational Evidence,
And what ftronger Teftimony can one have, or de-
firc to have, than from the Mouths ot Perfons of
oood Senfe and Learning, whefe Education, and
Cousfe of Life, fet them in diret Oppolfition to the
Influence of thofe Falts they attelt; who came not
to be convinced of their Certauinty, but upon their
own deliberate Re-fearches, and who, in affuring the
Truth of them, are fo far from ferving any prefent
Intereft, that thereby they expole themlelves to Con-
tempe and Hatred, to Poverty, to cvery Evil of
Life, to Death itfelf? Qf fuch Witneffes I might
inftance in a great many, but I fhall only mention the
following, _
Quadratus, a learned Heathen, having cl:nbraccd the
Chriftian Religion, {o zealous was he in its Propaga-

tion, that he travelled through the World for that
L Pur-
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Purpofe. When 1t was perfecuted, he durft avow
it, he wrotc in its Defence, and prefented his Apolo-
¢y to the Emperor Adrian: (as Ariftides did one of
his too abourt the fame Time, another learned Man,
fam’d for his Philofophy at Arbens, who had likewife
left Paganifm, and gone over to Chriftianity.) 0_f this
Apology of Qiadratus there only now remains @
fmall Fragment in Evfebius, wherein the Author ex:
prefles himfelt thus, ¢ As to the Works, fays 2e, of
“ our Saviour, they were of a lafting Nature ; for
*“ they were real and true:  Such as Perlons healed
¢ of their Difcafes, and railed from the dead, who
““ appeared and were feen, not only at the Time
““ of their being healed and raifed, but long after-
“ wards, during the Time our Saviour was upon
*“ Earth, nay, for a confiderable Time after his De-
““ partures fo that fome of them were living in our
L Y D@,j *‘-,,‘

Next to Quadrates 1 hall mention Fuftin Martyr,
well known in the Chrsftion World,  This Philofo-
paer flourithed in the two Reigns after Adrian 5 and
fo great was his Paftion for Truth, that, in Sear. h
of it, he carefully fifted all the feveral Opinions
of the different Scts of Philofophers; Nor could
his Mind any where take up its Reft, or be ful-
ly fanstied, till he came to the Knowledge of the
Chriftian Religion, which he heartily embraced, and
in Defence of which he wrote foveral very excellent
Pieces, In his firft Apolegy, wherein he arcucs for
the divine Original of Chriffranity, he lets us know,
that Bapsifin, the Euchariff, and the fiff Day of the
Weck, were religioufly oblerved among Chriffians |
toat, before Bapiifing it was the Pratice to make

open
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open Profeflion of one’s Belief of the Truth of the
Gofpel, and folemnly to engage to live according to
its Laws* That, in the Eucharift, he who prefided,
offered up, in the Name of the Sor, and through the
Holy Ghoft, Praifes and Thankfgivings to the Father
of all, for thofe his Bleflings, therein commemorating
the Paflion of Fefus Chrifi: And that they affembled
together on the firff Day of the Week, in order to ce-
lebrate the Memory of Corifi’s Refurreftiont: Thefe,
among other Things left us by Fuftin Martyr, are
noble Monuments of the Practice of the primitive
Chriftians : And ftill, in our Day, at the Diftance of
y600 Years, are thefe religlous Rites, after the fame
Manner, yet underftood and obferved,

The third Heathen Philofopher 1 mention, who
turned Chriftian, is Athenagoras the cuthenian. This
Philofopher had at firft fo very unfavourable an Opi-
nion about (hriffianity, that, in order to prevent its
Succefs in the World, he entered into a Defign ta
write againft it.  In the IExecution, however, of thig
Defign, he was not fo weak, or fo difhoneft, as to
fetch his Objections from uncertain Fame, or the com-
mon Reports that went about to the Difadvantage
of Chrifiians 3 but minding to manage his Argument
with greater Juftice, and to better Purpofe, he ap.
plied himfelf to the Reading of the Seriptures, upon
which the Chivftian Faith 1s founded. And thus /-
thenagoras, putting himfelf in the Way to acquire a
jutt Underttanding of Things, his Examination prov’d
{0 fuccefstul, as to lead him to perceive the Truth of
the Go/pel ; upon which he altered his Opinions quite,
and the keen Aitagonifi was changed nto a zealous
Alfitor of the Chrifian Caule.  So, that lnftea.d of

writing
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writing againft Chriffianity, as he at firlt intended,
this Philofopher compofed a fine Apokgy in Defence
of its Profeflors, and offered it to M. Antoninus and
his Son Comimodus, wherein he particularly complains,
as Fultin Martyr had done before him, that 2oe Name
of Chriftian, without any other Crime, was judged a
fufficient Ground of Punifhment. * And whereas
the Doétrine of the Refurrefiion from the Dead, was
a ftrong Bar to the Reception of the Gojpe/ among
the learned Heathen ; he hikewife wrote an excelient
little Treatife upon that Subjet, and therein’ fhows
the Poffibility, the Fitnefs, and Juftice of fuch an
Fvent.

Thele now, befides a great many others that
might be named, are Witnefles for the Hiftory
of the Gofpel, fucceffively co-temporary with one
another from the Days of the Apoftles, as far down as
near the End of the fecond Century, againft whom no
poffible Exception can be taken.  They believed the
Truth of the Gofpel ; —— but they did not believe
till they were engaged by proper Evidence: —Upon
this lividence they changed their Religion, the laft
Thing a fober Man will quit withal ; —— and the
Faith, to which, by this Evidence, they were con-
verted, they profelied i the Face of mortal Dangers.
{ do not here pretend to alledge, they had good
Reafon to lay fuch Strefs upon the Matters of Fadt
rclated in the Gofpel, as from thence to conclude the
Divinity of the Chriflian Religion : 1 only mean to
fav, That of the Truth of thofe Faéts they were tho-
roughly convinced. And when Men of Senfe and
Learring are found to atteft the Truth of Fads,
which they did not believe till after having narrowly

examined
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examined them, and in attefting of which they are
extremely confcious they expofe themfelves to the fe-
verelt Treatment ; if fuch Teftimony fhall be rejected,
I know not what Sort of Evidence among Mankind
can be depended on. In the prefent Cale, it is true,
one may call it the Teftimony of Friends; but one
muft likewife recolle&, it 1s of Friends who imme-
diately before were Enemies, and whofe Friendfhip
was gained only by the bare Force of naked Truth;
which, -one fhould think, is an Evidence, of all o-
ther, the ftrongeft and moft convincing ; efpecially,
when one confiders, that in the Service of this Truth,
however contradiftory to their former Sentiments,
our rational Converts are now willing to fhare the
greateft Dangers. And indeed, to imagine, that
fuch Men as Quadratus, jFuftin, Atbenagoras, would
ftake all their Comfort here, and all their Happinefs
hereafter, upon a Matter of Faft not thoroughly can-
vaffed and examined, or upon a Falfhood, either
contrived by themfelves, or torged by other People,
is beyond meafure fenfelefs and extravagant, and
would reduce the univerfal Practice of Mankind, in
relying on moral Evidence, or human Teftimony,
to be the greateft Abfurdity in Nature, Let me
thercfore hope, the Reader will have no Difficulty
in allowing, that the Tifimony of thofe Heathens
who turned Chriftien, is at leaft a frong collateral
Proof for the FEiffory of our Ssvionr 5 and, that rak-
ing it along with the Tefimony of thole other Hea-
thens, who ftill continued in their igbdelsty, there can
be, in the World, no Matters of Fact better attefted,

than are thofe recorded in the Gojpel.
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writing againft Chriftianity, as he at firft intended,
this Philofopher compofed a fine Apolgy in Defence
of its Profeffors, and offered it to M. Antoninus and
his Son Commaodus, wherein he particularly complains,
as Fuftin Martyr had done before him, that #be Name
of Chriftian, without any other Crime, was judged a
fofficient Ground of Punifhment. * And whereas
the Dodtrine of the Refurrettion from the Dead, was
a ftrong Bar to the Reception of the Gojpe/ among
the learned Heathen ;s he likewife wrote an excellent
little Treatife upon that Subjedt, and therein {hows
the Poffibility, the Fitnefs, and Juftice of fuch an
Event.

Thefe now, befides a great many others that
might be named, are Witnefls for the Hiftory
of the Gofpel, fucceffively co-temporary with one
another from the Days of the Apofles, as far down as
near the End of the fecond Century, again{t whom no
poffible Exception can be taken.  They believed the
Truth of the Gofpel ; ~—— but they did not believe
till they were engaged by proper Evidence: —Upon
this 1ividence they changed tneir Religion, the laft
Thing a {ober Man will quit withal ; —— and the
Faith, to which, by this Iividence, they were con-
verted, they profefied in the Iface of mortal Dangers.
§ do not here prctend to alledge, they had good
Reafon to lay fuch Strefs upon the Matters of Fadt
related 1n the Gefpel; as from thence to conclude the
Divintty of the Chriftian Religion: I only mean to
fay, That of the Truth of thofe Faéts they were tho-
roughly convinced, And when Men of Senfe and
Learning are found to atteft the Truth of Fadts,
which they did not believe till atter having narrowl}?

examined
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examined them, and in attefting of which they are
extremely confcious they expofe themfelves to the fe-
vereft Treatment ; if fuch Teftimony fhall be rejected,
I know not what Sort of Evidence among Mankind
can be depended on, In the prefent Cale, 1t is true,
one may call it the Teftimony of Friends ; but one
muft likewife recolle®t, 1t is of Friends who imme-
diately before were Enemies, and whofe Friendfhip
was gained only by the bare Force of naked Truth;
which, one fhould think, is an Evidence, of all o-
ther, the ftrongeft and moft convincing ; efpecially,
when one confiders, that in the Service of this Truth,
however contradictory to their former Sentiments,
our rational Converts are now willing to fhare the
oreateft Dangers. And indeed, to imagine, that
fuch Men as Quadratus, Fuftin, Athenagoras, would
ftake all their Comfort here, and all their Happinefs
hereafter, upon a Matter of Falt not thoroughly can.
vaffed and examined, or upon a Falfhood, either
contrived by themfelves, or forged by other People,
is beyond meafure fenfelels and extravagant, and
would reduce the univerfal Pratice of Mankind, in
relying on moral Evidence, or human Teltimony,
to be the greateft Ablurdity in Natare. Ler me
therefore hope, the Reader will have no Difficulty
in allowing, that the Teffimony of thofe Heathens
who turned Chriftian, is at leaft a firong collateral
Proof for the Fiffory of our Savionr 3 and, that tak-
ing it along with the Tefimony of thole other fHea-
thens, who {till continued in their Jufidelity, there can
be, in the World, no Matters of Fatt better attefted,

than are thofe recorded in the Gojpel.
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