_ should be inactive.’—Preface.
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siich fiscellaneous subjects. . The'authior has exemplified activity in
research; -and judgment in selection ; and, upon the whole; we da

" not scruple to pronounce®his performance a work which does jus-

tice toits local subjeet, and, as the first executed in England, a model
for future publications of the same nature. S
In revising our remarkss on the present state of population in Ber-
wick, we discover, and now correct, a defective accourit, by. estimat-
ing the amount of lives-at 7930,. in 1796, from the records of bap-

tisms and funerals. The author'adds, “In that year the houses

paying churchi-rate were 13003 and in 1797, 15003 b?sides\some
hundreds of honses inhabited by poor people exempted from thdt
rate. If this information is correct, the populdtion in February,
1799, may be stated at 10,000, within the wallsand liberties; and,
if the inhabitants in Tweedmouth and Spittal be added, the whole
population is nearly 14,000.” P. 266. ‘ o .
The title of the next section, Diseasesyaffords the author a fit op~
portunity of evincing his professional abilities conformably fo the
plan prescribed by the Board-of Agriculture, - The local maladiés
there, and’ in-similar situations; are enumeralted; and, tho’ specifical
remedies are superseded, the general means -of preserving health,
such’ as aliment, air, exercise, sleep; clothing, cleanliness, tran-
quillity of mind, are judiciously recommended and warmly enforced.
This section of 59 pages merits the special and uniform attention of
all who have access te this elaborate publication,” - o
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“The-Gospel its own Witness : or, The Holy Nature and Divine H. armony of the -
Christian Religion contrasted with the Immorality and Absurdity of Deism.
By Andrew Fuller. 8w, boards. Pp. 361. Button, &c.  1799.

-« FFVHE writer of the following pages js not induced to offer them

. & to the public €ye from an apprehension that the church of
Chirst is in danger, Neither the'downfal of popery, nor the triumph
of infidels, as though they had hereby overturned Christianity, have
‘ever heen to him the cause of a moment’s uneasiness. If Christianity

. be of God, as he verily believes it to be, they cannot overthrow it.

He must be possessed of very little faith, who can tremble, though
ina storm, for the safety -of the vessel which contains his Lord and
Master. There would be one argument less for the divinity of the
‘Scriptures, if the same powers which gave existence to the Anti-

“christian dominion had not been employed in taking it away. But

though {ruth has niothing to fear, it does not follow that its friends

“INTroDVUCcTION. Thecontroversies between believers and un-

“believers are confined to a narrower ground than those of professed

believers with one another. Scripture testimony, any farther than as
it bears the character of truth, and approves itself to the conscience,
or is produced for the purpose of explaining the nature of genuine
Christianity, is here out of the question, Reasnis the common

Q2 , ground
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ground on- which they must meet to decide their contests.- On 'this
‘ground Christian writers have successfully closed with their antago-
"pists; 'so much so, that of late ages, notwithstanding all their boasts
- of reason, not one in ten of them can be kept to the %air and honour-
“able use of this weapon; on the contrary, -they are driven to substi-
fute dark insinuation, low wit, profane ridicule, -and.gross abuse.
‘Such were the weapons of Shaftsbury, Tindal, Morgan, Boling-
“broke, Voltaire, Hume, and Gibbon; and such are the weapons
_ofthe author of the Age.of Reason. Among various well-wntten
“performances, in answer to their several productions, the reader
_may see a concise and able refutation of the greater part of them in
"Leland’s «« View of the Deistical Writers.” :

¢ It is not my design to go over the various topics usually discuss-
‘ed in this controversy, but to select a single one, which I conceive
‘has riot been so fully attended to but thatit may yet -be considered
withadvantage. - The-internal evidence which Christianity possesses,
{artichlarly, In respect to its hely nature and divine harmony, will
"be the subject of the present enquiry.. - :
¢ Mr. Paine, afterthe example ot! many others, endeavours ta dis-
credit the Scriptures, by representing the number of hands through
‘which they have passed, and the uncertainty of the historical evi-
"detice by which they are supported.—Itis (sayshe) a matter alto-
.gether of uncertainty tpus, whether such of the writings as now ap-
“peer under the names of the Old and New Testament, are in the
same state in which those collectors say they found them, or whether
they added, altered, or dressed them up.”—It is' a good work,
which many writers have undertaken, to prove the validity of the
Christian History, and to shew that we have as good evidence far
“the truth of the great facts which it relates, as we have for the
‘truth of any ancient events whatever. But if, in addition to this,
it ‘can be proved that the Scriptures contain internal characters of
divinity, orthat they carry in them the evidence of their authentici-
ty, this will at once answer all objections from the supposed uncer-

tainty of their historical evidence.,...” =

<It s irue, the scriptures having been conveyed to us through the
‘medium of man, the work must necessarily in some respects have
‘been lumanized ; yet there may be certain marks of divinity upon it

to render it evident, to every candid mind, that it is of God,
¢« We may call the Mosai¢ account of the creation a tradition, and
may be said to know, through this medium, that the heavens and
the earth are productions of the diving power. But it is not
" through this nedium only that we know it:—the heavens and the
earthcarry in them evident marks of their divipe original. These
works of the Almighty speak for themselves, and in language which
none but those who are wilfully deaf can misunderstand. ¢ Their
sound is gone forth throughout all the earth, and their words {o- the
end of the world.” Were any man to pretend that its being a mat-
" ter of revelation, and to us merely traditional revelation; that God
- made the heavens and the carth, and, therefpre, that.a degree of un-
T gertaingy
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certainty must attend it,—he would be reminded that the thing it-
self carried in'it its-own evidence.  Let it be candidly considered,
whether the same may not be said of the holy scriptures. They will
admit of historical defence+ but they do not reguire it. It wak on this
principle that the Gospel was procla.im.ed in the form of a testimony.
The primitive preachers were not required-by him who sent- them
fo prove their doctrine in the manner that philosophers were wont
to establish a proposition ; but to declare the counsel of God, and
leave it. In delivering their message, they commended themselves
to every man’s conscience, in the sight of God.’

Part 1. The Holy. Nature of the Christian' Religion contrasted
with Deism. Chap. I. Christianity reveals a God, glorious in ho-
liness; but Deism. though it acknowledges a God, yet denies or
overlooks his moral character, II. Christian,ity teaches, us to ac-
knowledge God, and to devote ourselves to his service; but Deism,
though it confesses one Supreme Being, yet refuses to worship hint.
I11. The Christian standard of moralily is enlarged, and free from im-
purity ; but Deism confines our obligations to those duties which re-
spectour ownspecies, arid greatly palliates vice withregard toa breach
-evenof them. IV, Christianity furnishes motives to a virtuous life,
which Deism either rejects or attempts to undermine, V. The lives
of those who reject, will not bear a comparison with theirs who em-
brace, the Gospel. VI. Christianity has not only produced good
effects in those who.cordially believe it, but has given to the morals
of society a tone, which Deism, so far as it operates, goes to coun-
teract. VIIL Christianity is a source of happiness to individuals
and to society ; but Deism leaves both the one and the other with-
out hope. o - o

- Part II. Harmony of the Christian Religion, considered as an evi-
dence ofits divinity. Chap. I. The harmony of scripture with his-
‘torical facts, evinced from the fulfilment of prophecy. II. Har-
mony of scripture with truth, evinced from its agreement with the
dictates of an enlightened conscience, and the result of the closest ob-
servation. III. Harmony of scripture with its own professions, ar-
gued from the style in which it is written. IV. Consistency of the
Christian doctrines, particularly that of salvation through a Medi-
ator, with sober reason, V. Consistency of the scripture doctrine
of redemption with the modern opinion of the magnitude of crea-
ation. Concluding addresses to Deists, Jews, and Christians.

The topics whence the credibility of the sacred oracles has been
inferred, the truth of the doctrines revealed, the purity of the pre-
‘cepts to be cbeyed, the method of redeeming and reforming a de-
generate world, with the reasonableness of the sanctions with which
the- Gospel is inforced, together with the imperfections and absur-
dities of Dejsm, have oftep been examined with candour, and the
preference decided with judgment, in distinct treatises, as the points
under occastonal discussion occurred. Here the two schemes are
-considered, part by part, and special conclusions deduced, equally.
‘honourable to the-author’s ghilities, and to the causc he has under-
‘taken to defend. | < '
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