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Psarm xxxix. 5.

BEHOLD THOU HAST MADE MY DAYS AS AN HAND
BREADTH ; AND MINE AGE IS AS NOTHING BE-
FTORE THEE : VERILY EVERY MAN AT HIS BEST
STATE, IS ALTOGETHER VANITY.

-t e ~

T is a matter of the highef: importance, my

friends, that we underftand, and a& in con-
formity to the circumftances and defign of our
being. We find ourfelves placed in a world,
where we are often involved in adverfity, and al-
ways expofed to the ftroke of death. In all the
different ftages, from the dawn of exiftence to
hoary hairs, we fee our brethren, indifcriminately
fwept from this theatre of action, and configned
to the filent grave.

When we bring thefe folemn thoughts home to
our bofoms, what can be more natural ; what
more rational ard proper, than for each ore to
raife his heart and eyes to heaven, in that devout
petition, ¢ Lord, make me to know mine end,
and the meafure of my days, what it is ; that I

may know Low frail I am !” And what, let me
add,
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add, what can be more pertinent than the excla-
mation which immediately follows ? ¢ Behold thou
haft madc my days as an hand-breadth, and mine
age is as nothing before thee : verily every man,
at his beft ftate, is altogether vanity.”

Thefe words prefent to the mind, in the moft
firiking and affecting light, I. The extreme fhort-
nefs of human life : And II. The confequent empti-
nefs, and infufliciency of all temporal attainments
and dependencies.

Purfuant to this method, we are, I. To contem-
plate the extreme fhortnefs of human life. ¢ Be-
hold thou haft made my days, as an hand-breadth,
and mine age is as nothing before thee.” Here
let us paufe—Turn our attention from the objelts
and interefts of this tranfitory abode ; and look
forward to the approaching period, which ere long,
at moft, will feparate, eternally feparate us from
every thing below the fun ! Let us take into
ferious confideration the rapidity, with which we
are wafted to the world of unbodied fpirits ! We
are prone to view death, as at a great diftance.
Too fondly attached to fublunary pofleflions and
pleafures, we ¢ put far away the evil day,” and
concert plans of earthly emolument and ecafe, as if
this were our only, our abiding place of refidence !
Hence it is, that the time to come appears more
permanent in its duration, than the time which
~has already eclapfed. For once, however, let us
adopt a morc confiltent and judicious mode of

computation.
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computation. For once, let us judge of the fu-
ture by the paft. We are not infenfible with what
amazing {wiftnefs the preceding years of our lives
have fucceeded each other. Look back, my breth-
ren, to the morning of your cxittence ; even as
far as memory d extend ; and then tell me, in
what light the intermediate {pace appears.—It ap-
pears like an unfubftantial, fleeting dream! It feems
but yefterday, that you were engaged in the playful
fcenes of childhood ; while, to day, many of you
have reached the meridian, and fome, the decline
of your age ! Time, let me remind you, is ftill
on the wing. The revolving fun performs his
diurnal, and his annual tafk, with the fame dif-
patch, as heretofore. How foon then, though we
might fafely prefumc on the limited term of ¢ threc-
{core years and ten,” how foon muft that tern:
expire ! Yet to this pittance, fmall as it is, we
have no infallible claim. Conftantly liable to the
cold embrace of ¢ the king of terrors,” we have
no warrant to depend, even on the morrow; ¢ for
we know not what a day may bring forth.”
“ What is our life? It is even a wvapor, which
appeareth for a little while, and then vanifheth
away.”’

From thefe remarks, I proceed, II. To deduce
the comparative emptinefs, and the utter infuf-
ficiency of all earthly attainments and dependen-
cies. “ Verily every man, at his beft flate, is al-

together vanity.”” This truth is confirmed by our
nerfonal
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perfonal experience. To fay nothing, therefore, of
the vifible fymptoms of inquietude and difcontent,
which are fometimes betrayed by thofe, whom
we are accuftomed to deem the moft profpérous
and happy of mortals, let us turn our thoughts
within ; and let conicience fpeaks If the virtuous
decide ¢ wifdom fhall be juftified of her children :”
and if the vicious pais fentence, vice fhall not pre-
vail. Without recourfe to foreign teftimony, do
we not feel the incompetency of temporal achieve-
ments and gratifications to make us truly blefled ?
Have we not oftimes flattered ourfelves with the
profpe¢t of durable blifs in fome anticipated ac-
cefion of wealth, of honor, or of pleafure to
which we afpired ¢ Have we not even been per-
fuaded that this would fully fatisfy us ; and prove
a boundary, beyond which our ambition would
never extend ? But when, with eager activity,
we have engaged in the chace, and the providence
of God, to convince us of our miftake, has fuc-
ceeded our exertions, and enabled us to win the
prize, how has the delufive phantom baffled our
fanguine expetations ! Were we permitted to ad-
vance from the accomplifhment of one with to
that of another, till we became proprictors of all
that the world calls great and good, we fhould
look in vain for complete fatisfaction ; for thefe
fleeting toys are not our portion. In their fulleft
extent, they are totally incapable of yielding that
fubftantial and refined felicity for which we .are

formed.
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formed. The further we afcend the lofiy {fummit
of profperity, the more extenfive will be the prof-
pe befor: us ; and the more numerous the ob-
jects which we fhall endeavor to grafp. Our at-
tainments will never keep pace with our defires ;
and though we fhould rife to a degree of eminence,
{ufficient to awaken the envy of obfervers, ftill we
fhall unexpectedly find ourfelves a prey to more
numerous cares, and vexatious wants than we have
left behind. This, beyond all controverfy, has fre-
quently happened : infomuch that I fcruple not to
appeal to any one, who has made, either the leaft,
or the greateft advances toward the flattering
height, whether his unaccomplifhed wifhes, be not
rather increafed, than diminifhed !

To this account we are to add, that an incalcu-
lable variety of difficulties and afflictions are infepa-
rably connected with a ftate of trial and difcipline ;
that the moft fortunate, frequently fail in their
enterprizes ; that * riches often take to themfelves
wings and fly away” ; that none, however vigilant
and induftrious, was ever yet favored with uninter-
rupted fuccefs ; and that all are in perpetual dan-
ger of difeafe and dcath! From the cradie to the
grave, there is no fixed point of reft or fecurity, in
which we can call a fingle moment our own, be-
yond the prefent. That period of life which, of
all others, exhibits the moft flattering profpeits of
continued health, and increafing enjoyment ; that
period of life, in which the bloom of youth, and

B the
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the vigor of manhood united, at once excite exer-
tion, and infpire the hope of reward, is frequently
overcaft with clouds and darknefs ; and made the
concluding fcene of this probationary ftate. A
melancholy inftance of this fort, recently announ-
ced to us, enforces the point in debate, with an
emphafis and colering, beyond the power of lan-
guage. Go then, in imagination, to that remote
region, in which an amiable and promifing youth,
born and educated among us, was deftined to end
his days ; and while you recolle® the circum.
ftances of his life and death, read the infcription
of vanity upon every earth-born care and purfuit,
which they vifibly hold up to your view ! Having
concerted meafures for the advancement of his
outward welfare, he engaged with ardent zeal,
induftry, and perfeverance in their execution. In
the midft of this career of enterprize, behold him
fuddenly taken off from his labors ; confined in a
ftrange land, far from his paternal roof, to a bed
of mortal ficknefs ; and rapidly brought down to

the grave !*
While we fympathize with his affli¢ted parents,
brethren,

* Capt. Winfhip was now on a fecond voyage to Canton, by the
way of South-America, and the North-Weft coaft, fince Scptember,
1797. He made the first, on board the thip Alexander, in capacity of
{upercargo ; and returned in July, 1799. In October following, being
previoufly commiffioned by Mr. Apawms, then Prefident of the United
States, to command a /ttre of marque, he failed from Bofton in the
brigantine Betfey. On the #t of November, 1800, he went afhore at
St. Blas, on the coaft of the North Pacific ocean, for the purpofe of
tranfaéting bufinefs relative to fome neceffary repairs of the veflel. He
had been here but a few days, when he was feized with the malignant
i‘:.-ver of the climate, which on the 4th of December put a period to
. his lite.
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brethren, and fifters; and mingle our tears with
theirs, at the diftrefling thought that oceans in-
tervened, and precluded the pofhbility of their
flying to his rclief, and paying thofe tender and
foothing attentions which nature and affettion fo
powerfully diétate ; while we join in lamenting
that they were denied the mournful fatisfadtion
of clofing his eyes, and of following his remains
to «the houfe appointed for all the living” ; we
cannot but rejoice in their behalf, that the tidings
of his exit are accompanied with the confolatory
ailurance, that he received the kindeft treatment
from thofe, among whom his lot was caft ; and
that a gracious providence induced even ftrangcrs,
as far as poflible, to fupply the place of his abfent
connexions and friends.

¢ By foreign hands his dying eyes were clos’d,

¢ By foreign hands his decent limbs compos’d,

¢ By foreign hands his humble grave adorn’d,

¢ By ftrangers honour’d, and by firangers mourn’d !’?

May every alleviating circumitance ferve to

moderate the grief, and compofe the troubled
minds of the bereaved ; and may God, in mercy,
grant them every needful fupport, caufe all things
to “work together for their good,” and enable
them fo to improve his difpenfations, that afflic-
tion may “ yield to them the peaceable fruits of
righteoufnefs” in this life, and “ work out for
them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of

glory” in a future ftate,
Thefe,




12

Thefe, however, are not the only emotions
which this affliting event is calculated to excite
in our breafts. While we “weep with them that
weep,”’ it is incumbent on us to remember that
“ we alfo are in the body,” and expofed in com-
mon with others, as well to be deprived of our
deareft relatives and friends, as to be fummoned
ourfelves into the invifible world. We are fol-
emnly admonifhed that the chief good, the moft
defirable portion and inheritance of man are not
to be found within the compafs of this lawer cre-
ation ; that nothing which earth affords is either
durable in its nature, or adequate to the cravings
of an immortal mind ; and, therefore, that we
are bound both in duty and intereft, to “ look
not at the things which are feen and temporal,

but at thofe things which are unfeen and eternal.”

In improving this fubject, we arc led, 1. To
remark the inexcufable folly and guilt of thofe
‘who are unduly engrofled by the honors, emolu-
meits, or pleafures of time. Had we ncthing,
either to hope or fear in futurity ; did all fenfe
and perception terminate with our expiring breath ;
yet {o tranfient is our continuance here, that wif-
dom and prudence would require us moderately
to eftimate fenfitive delights, and worldly poflef-
fions, merely to avoid the infupportable anguifh
with which an inordinate fondnefs mutft infpire the
heart, when called to bid them a laft adieu. A

more
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more deplorable, 2 more hopelefs fpectacle cannot
be conceived than the man who, ¢ in his life-time,
has received all his good things,”” when brought to
the verge of diflolution ! How keen the fenfations
of regret and defpondency which diftraét his bofom,
on the recollettion of enjoyments and purfuits
which he is about ts~leave to others ; and in which
he will, henceforth, have no more participaticn, or
concern, forever ! ¢ This,”” neverthelefs, ¢ i1s but
the beginning of forrows.”” The apprehenfion of a
retribution to come, will unfpeakably heighten his
diftrefs, and fill him with remorfc and difmay,
wherever he turns his thoughts. Tor this appre-
henfion, though it may be evaded while in prof-
perity and at eafe, will inevitably intrude itfelf
upon the mind, at the awful approach of the uni-
verfal conqueror. Then, at leaft, confcience will
be heard, while it proclaims in accents, at once
intelligible and alarming, that ¢ after death 1is the
judgment” ; that when we have quitted this tene-
ment of clay, we muft appear before the dread
tribunal of heaven, and “ receive the things done
in the body, according to that we have done,
whether they be good or evil.”

Here then, 2. The proper ufe and end of life are
clearly defined and powerfully eniforced. ¢ Stran-
gers and pilgrims on the earth” ; and candidates
for a future and eternal ftate of exiftence, it certain.
ly behoves us to ¢ abftain from flethly lufts which
war againft the foul” ; to ¢ walk by faith, not by

fight” ;
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ficht” ; to “{eek firft the kingdom of God and his
righteoufnefs” ; and to *lay up in fiore for our-
felves a good foundation againft the time to come.”
This the dictates of reafon, and the precepts of rev.
elation jointly require. At the fame time, a holy
Providence which ¢ turneth man to deftruétion,
and faith return ye children of men,” loudly calls
us to activity and zeal in the arduous and all-im.
portant undertaking. We hear the admonition ;
we comprehend its defign ;3 we acknowledge its
propriety :—Yet we too feldom make application
to ourfelves. We {pesk in general terms of the
fhortnefs of life, together with the comparative
vanity of its attainments and pleafures, and the
confequent obligation to choofe that good part
which can never be taken away from us’ ; to de-
vote ourfelves with perfevering diligence to the fer-
vice of our Maker ; and  account all things as lofs
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift, that
we may be found in Him.” But notwithftanding
all this, we often conduct in praétice, as if the pafl-
ing hours hung heavy on our hands ; as if we be.
lieved a longer fpace allotted us than we could
profitably employ in ¢ finithing the work which is
aiven us to do” ; as if, in dire¢t contradiftion to
all our profeffions, we were convinced that the pre-
carious and unfubftantial indulgences of time are
preferable to the fublime and unfading joys of im.-
mortality ! Strange, and unaccountable it is, that

ereatures ¢ to whem the infpiration of the Almighty
hath
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hath given underftanding™; that creatures who feel
themfelves amenable to the Judge of quick and
dead, for every thought, word and action ; that
creatures who know, and are frequently reminded
of their perpetual expofednefs to be called in-
to eternity, and arraigned at the bar of Jehovah,
thould betray fuch heedlefs indiflference and infenfi-
bility to ¢ the things of their everlafting peace” !
Is not the awful folemnity of an appearance before
the eternal God, who has declared his unalterable
purpofe of * rendering to every one according to
his ways and according to the fruit of his doings,”
fufficient to roufe our attention ? Are not the re-
wards of the faithful, on the one hand ; and the
fate of hypocrites and unbelicvers, on the other,
enough to excite us to ¢ flee from the wrath to
come, and lay hold on the hope fet before us” ?

If we duly realized thefe things, we thould be
aftonithed at our own negligence and floth ; and
confirained to “ work out our falvation with fear
and trembling,” and “give all diligence to make
our calling and eleftion fure.” ¢ O that we were
wife, that we underftood this, and confidered our
latter end” ! Let us * bring it agrin to mind,” and
deeply engrave thefe things upon our hearts. Under
their falutary and commanding influence, let us
“live as dying daily” ; comply wiih the various
obligations, under which we are laid ; and act our
refpe&ive parts with that uniform deference to the
divine authority and law, which alone can give us

- confidence



16

p——

confidence towards God, enable us to “ rejoice in
tribulation,” and infpire us with ¢ hope in death.”

I fhall now conclude, as both the fubjeét and oc-
cafion authorife, by addrefling a few words to the
younger part of the aflembly—To thofe who have
been the companions and aflociates of the deceafed.

At your age, my dear friends, numberlefs are
the enticements which tend to feduce and deftroy ;
numberlefs the alluring objetts which court your
attention, and tempt, and encourage you to the
chace of vanity. Every thing around you affumes
the afpect of enchantment, and promifes lafting
peace and pleafure. Beware, neverthelefs, of the
delufive phantoms which fport before your imagin-
ation. Beware of faying within yourfelves, ¢ our
mountain ftandeth ftrong, and we fhall never be
moved.”” Beware of repofing an unlimited truft
in the world and its enjoyments, and of purfuing
them as your chief good : but learn to ¢ ufe this
world as not abufing it,”> knowing that ¢ the fafh-
ion thereof pafleth away.” For this purpofe, the
moft watchful circumfpection, and refolute cxertion
are indifpenfably requifite. Be perfuaded, there-
fore, to ac with cautious deliberation. Inftcad of
liftening to the fyren voice of temptation ; inftead
of yiclding to the impulfe of unruly paflions, and
depraved appetites ; inftead of following the im-
pious and difgraceful example of thofe, who are
no fooner exempt from the control of parents and

guardians,
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guardians, and at (iberty to aét for themf¢lves, than
they throw off all the reftraints of religion and
virtue, habitually neglect the worthip of God, and
treat the ordinances of the gofpel with derifion
and contempt———Inftead of falling into thefe fnares
of the deceiver, and his emiffaries, look well to
your ways. ¢ Sit down, and count the coft.”
Commune with your own hcarts in retirement.
Recollett the great errand, upon which you were
fent into the world ; that < here you have no
continuing city’” ; that ¢ this is not your reft” ;
that ¢ when a few days are come, you muft go the
way, whence you fhall not return” ; that you are
liable, every moment, notwithftanding all the vigor
of health and youth, to be aflaulted by difcafe and
pain, remanded to your native duft, and fummon-
ed into the awful prefence of your God and Judge !
Often converfe with death, and familiarize to your-
felves the folemn hour, which fhall call you hence
to be here no more ; and according to your im-
provement, or abuie cf the time and *alents now
committed to vour truft, raile you to the regions
of ineffable delight ; or plunge you into the dreary
abodes of defpair and woe! Adtuated by fuch
views, and by the motives which they naturally
fuggelt, < be fober and vigilant. Labor not for
the meat that peritheth, but for that meat which
endureth unto everlafting life.” This difpofition
and deportment arc moft folemnly inculcated upon
you, by the departure of a coeval and friend, who,

C not




~anticipated future years of increafing profperity and
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not long fince, had as fair a profpect of. life, as any

| of you can boaft ; and, perhaps too, as fanguinely

happinefs. But alas ! how foon, how fuddenly was
the {cere reverfed ! Though ¢ dead, he yet {peak-
eth” 5 and could he give utterance to the impref-
five eloquence of his early exit ; could he raife his
head from the grave in which it is fhrouded ;
could his tongue be loofed from the profound and
perpetual filence in which it is bound ; could his
voice be heard from the diftant clime, where his re-
mains are interred, what think ye, would be the
{trains in which he would accoft you ? Would he
exhort you to  rejoice in your youth, and to let
your hearts cheer you in the days of your youth ;
and to walk in the way of your hcarts, and in the
fight of your cyes” ? No :—Ile would declare ta
you the facred reality of religion. He would urge
and adjure you to fhun cvery finful pleafure ; to
guard againft an immoderate attachment to the
werld 3 to “ remember now yeur Creator” ; and
to live, ¢ as thofe who expect to give an account.”
How foon, or how {uddenly psur trembling
breath may be frized, God only knows ! The de-
cree may already have gone forth againft you !
Some fatal difeale may, this inftant, imperceptibly
lurk in your bofoms, which, in a fhort fpace, will
bring you to your end ! At moft, a few revolving
funs muft waft you to your long home” ! And
can you, while this leffon is {o forcibly prefled upon
you,
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you, both by the word and providence of God, cau
you remain heedlefs and fecure ? Can you, while
a companion in years and in friendthip, is cut fhart
in his days, and configned to the dreary manfions
of the dead, can you refufe ferioully to *lay it to
heart” ? What, let me atk you, what are the emo-
tions of your minds, relative to this momentous
concern ! Have you formed no refolutions of “ re-
pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord
Jefus Chrift” ? Have you conceived no defires to
be found in a pofture of readinefs at ¢ the coming
of the Son of Man ? Behold, now is the accepted
time ; behold, now is the day of falvation ! Watch
ye, therefore : for ye know not when the Mafter of
the houf= cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at
the cock crowing, or in the morning ; left coming
fuddenly, he find you fleeping. And what I fay
unto you, 1 fay unto all, Watch.”




