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PNEUMATOLOGIA

A
T R E A T 1 S E
OF THE

S O UL or M A N:

WHERETIN

The Divine Original, Exccllent and Immortal Nature of the
Soul are opened 3 its Lowve and [reclinatién to the Body, with
the Necellicy of its Scparation from it, conlidered and improved.
The Ilxiflcnce, Operations, and States of {eparated Souls, both in
Heaven and Hell, immediately after Death, aflferted, difcufled,
and varioufly applied. Divers knotty and difhcult Luefions
about deparied Souls, both Philofopbical and Theological, ftated
and determined. The Znvaluable Precionfuefs of Human Souls,
and the various Arsifices of Satan (their profefled Encmy) to
cdeftroy them, difcovered.  And the great Dury and fntercf of
all Men, feafenably and hearuly to comply with the moft great
and gracious Delign of the Father, Son, and Spirit, for the Sul-
vation of their touls, argued and prefled. -

By J OHN F L AV ELL,

FORLMERLY MINISTER AT DARTMOUTH, TN DLVON.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

T HE publither informs the reader, that this
Copy 1is printed verbatim from the beft LLondon
Edition, and that (where the author has not done 1t
himfelf) the notes, which contain quotations from
the learned languages, are tranflated, for the con-
venience of the Englifh reader, and for the moft
part inferted in the text. We 11avé, alfo, to give
this edition every poffible advantage, added a few
original notes, chiefly on the philofophical parts,
where their abftrufene(s {eemed to require it.
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- OF THE REVEREND

'y

Mr. J O HN F I AV E L.

e e e T

THE family of the Frtavers detive their pedigree
from one who was the third great oflicer that came over
with William the Conqueror ; but this worthy divine was
far from that weaknefs and vanity to boaft of any thing
of that nature, being of the poet’s mind, who {aid,

Et genus, & proavos, {9 qua non feczmus ipfi,

Vix ea noftra voco

His father was Mr. Richard Flavel, a painful and eminent
minifter: He was hrft minifter at Brom{grove in Wor-
cefterfhire, then at Hafler, and removed from thence to
Willerfey in Gloucefterfhire, where he continued till
1660, whence he was ejefted upon the reftoration of
King Charles TI. becaufe it was a {equeftered living, and
the incumbent then alive: this did not fo much affefk
Mr. Flavel, as that he wanted a fixed place for the ex-
ercife of his paftoral function. He was a perfon of {uch
extraordinary piety, that thofe who converfed with him,
{aid, they never heard one vain word drop from his
mouth. A little bcfore the turning out of the Non-
conformift minifters, being near Totnefs in Devon, he
preached from Hofea vii. g. ¢ The days of vifitation are

¢ come



6 THE LIFE OF THE REVEREND -~

¢ come, the days of recompence are come, Ifrael fhall
¢ know 1t.,” His application was {o clofe, that it offended
fome people, and occafioned his being carried before fome
juftices of the peace ; but they could not convi& him, fo
that he was difcharged. He afterwards quitted that
country, and his fon’s houfe, which was his retiring place;
and came to London, where he continued in a faithful
and acceptable difcharge of his office, till the time of the
dreadful plague in 1665, when he was taken and impri-
forned in the manner following. He was at Mr. Blake’s
houfc in Covent Garden, where fome people had met
privately for worfhip: whilft he was at prayer, a party
of foldiers broke in upon them with their {words drawn;
and demanded their preacher, threatening fome, and flat-
tering others to difcover him, but in vain. - Some of - the
company threw a coloured cloak over. hlm, and 1n this
difguife he was, together with hi§ hearers, carrled to
Whitehall ; the women were difmifled, but the men de-~
tained, and forced to lic all that night upon the bare floor ;
and becaufe they would not pay five pounds -each, were
fent to Newgate, where the peftilence raged moft violent=
Iy, as in other places of the city. Here Mr. Flavel and his
wife were thut up, and {eized with the ficknefs; they were
bailed out, but died of thc ccntagion; of which their
fon John had a divine monition given him by a dream;
as we fhall obferve in its proper place. WMr. Richard
Flavel left two {fons behind him, both minifters of the
goipel, viz. John and Phineas.

John, the eldeft, was born in Worcefterfhire. 1t was
obfervable, that whilft his mother lay-in with him, &
nightingale made her neft on the outfide of the chamber-
window, where {he uicd to fing moft {wveetly: He was
religioufly educated by his father; and having profited
well at the grammar-{chools, was {ent carly to Oxford,
and f{ettled 2 commoncer in Umverfity College. He plied
his ftudies hard, and exceeded many of his contcmpora-
ries 1n univerfitv learning.

Soon after his commencing bachelor of arts, Mr. Wal-
plate, the minifter of Diptford, in the county.of Devon,

Wwas



MR. JOHN FLAVEL ’

was rendered incapable of performing his office, by reafon
of his age and infirmity, and fent to Oxford for an affif-
| ;:ant' Mr. Flavel, though but young, was recommend-
ed tohimas a perfon duly qualified, and was accordingly
{ettled there by the ftanding committee of Devon, April

27, 1650, to preach as a probationer and affiftant to Mr.
Walplate.

. Mr. Flavel, confidering the weight of his charge, ap-
phed himfelf to the work of his calling with great dili-
gence ; and being affiduous in reading, meditation, and
prayer, he increafed in minifterial knowlege daily -(for
he found himfelf, that he came raw cnough in that re-
fpc&t from the univerfity), {o that he attained to an high

degrce of eminency and rcputation for his ufeful ‘labours
in the church.

About fix months after his fettling at Diptford, he
heard of an ordination to be at Salifbury, and therefore
went thither with his teftimonials, and offered himlielf to
be examined and ordained by the Preibytery there. They
appointed him a text, upon which he preached to their
general {atisfadtion ; and having afterwards examined him
as to Lis learning, &c. they fet him apart to the work of
the miniftry, with prayer and impofition of hands, on
the 17th day of O&ober, 1650.

Mr. Flavel, being thus ordained, returned to Dipt-
ford, and after Mr. Walplate’s death {uccceded in"the rec-
tory. To avoid all incumbrances from the world, and
avocations from his ftudies and miniiterial work, he chofe
a perfon of worth and reputation 1n the parifh (of whom
he had a good aflurance that he would be faithful to
himfelf, and kind to his parifhioners), and let him the
whole tythes much below the real value, which was very
well pleafing to his people. . By this means he was the
better able to dea)] with them 1n private, fince the lvire of
his labours was no-way 2 hindrancc to the {uccefs of
them. . |

Whilft he was at Diptford, he married one Mrs. Joan
Randall, a pious -gentlewoman, of a good family, who
died in travail of her firft child, without being delivered.

His



8 THE LIFE OF THE REVEREND

His year of mourning being expired, his acquaintance
and intimate friends advifed him to marry a fecond time,

f Mrs. Ehizabeth NMorrice] 1n confequence of which he
was agamn very happy. Some time after this fecond mar-
riage, the people of Dartmouth (a great and noted fea-
port in the county of Devon, formerly under the charge
of the Rev. Mr. Anthony Hartford, deceafed) unanimoufly
chofe Mr. Flavel to fucceed him. They urged him to
accept their call, 1. Becaufe there were exceptions made
agamnft all other candidates, but none againft him. 2.
Becaufe being acceptable to the whole town, he was the
more likely to be an inftrument of healing the breaches
amongit the good people there. 3. Becaufe Dartmouth,
being a confiderable and populous town, required an able
and emunent nunifter ; which was not {o neceflary for a
country parifh, that might befides be more eafily fupplied
with another paftor than Dartmouth.

‘T'hat which made them more prefling and earneft with
Mr. Flavel, was this: At a provincial {ynod in that
county, Mr. Flavel, though but a yvoung man, was voted
into the chair as moderator ; where he opened the affembly
with a moft devoutand pertinent praycer; he examined the
candidates who offered themfelves to their trials for the
miniftiry with great learning, ftated the cafes and quef-
tions propoied to them with much acutenefs and judge-
ment, and, in the whole, demeaned himfelf with that
gravity, prety, and f{ferioufnefs, during his prefidency,
that all the minifters of the aflembly admired and loved
him. The Kev. Mr. Hartford, his predeceflor at Dart-
mouth, took particular notice of him, from that time
forward contracted a ftri& friendfhip with him, and {poke
of him among the magiftrates and people of Dartmouth,
as an extraordinary perfon, who was like to be a great
Light in the church. This, with their having {everal times
Leard him preach, occafioned their importunity with Mr.
Flavel to come and be their minifter ; upon which, having
ipread his cafc before the ILord, and fubmitted to the
decifton of his ncighbouring minifters, he was prevailed

upoly



MR. JOHN FLAVEL. 9

upon to remove to Dartmouth, to his great lofs in tempo-
rals, the rettory of Diptford being a much greater be-
nefice.

Mr. Flavel being fettled at Dartmouth by the eleftion
of the people, and an order from Whitehall by the com-
miffioners for approbation of public preachers of the 1gth
of December, 1656, he was aflociated with Mr. Allein
Geere, a very worthy, but fickly man. The minifterial
work was thus divided betwixt them ; Mr. Flavel was to
precach on the Lord’s Day at Townftall, the mother
church ftanding upon a hill without the town ; and every
fortnight in his turn, at the Wednefday’s le&ture in
Dartmouth. Here God crowned his labours with many
converfions. One of his judicious hearers expreffed him-
felf thus concerning him: ¢ [ could fay much, thoush
not cnough, of the cxcellency of his preaching, of his
feafonable, fuitable, and {piritual matter, of his plain ex-
pofitions of {cripture, lus taking method, his genuine
and natural deduétions, his convincing arguments, his
clear and powerful demonfirations, his heart-fearching
applications, and his comfortable fupports to thofe that
were affli¢ted in confcience.  In fhort, that perfon muft
have a very foft head, or a very hard heart, or botl:;
that could fit under lus minifiry unaftetted.”

By his unwearied application to {tudy, he had acquired
a great {tock both of divine and human learning. He
was mafter of the controverfies betwixt the Jews and
Chriitians, Papifts and Proteftants, Lutherans and Cal-
vinifts, and betwixt the Orthodox and the Arminians and
Socinians.  He was hkewife well read 1n the controver-
fies about Church Difcipline, Infant Baptilin, and Ant-
nomiani{m., Ide was wcll acquainted with the School
Divinity, and drew up a judicious and ingenious fcheme
of the whole body of that Theology in good Latin,
which he prefented to a perfon of quality, but it was

never printed. He was fingularly well verfed and exalt

in the oriental languages.  He had one way of 1improving

his knowledge, which 13 very proper for voung divines ;
whatever remarkable paffage he heard in private con-

B terence,



10 THE LIFE OF THE REVEREND

ference, if he was familiar with the relator, he would de-
fire him to repeat it again,andinfert it into his Adver{aria:
by thefe methods he acqguired a vaft {ftock of proper ma-
terials for his popular {crmons 1t the pulpit, and his
more claborate works for the prefs.®
He had an excellent gitt of prayer, and was never at a
lofs 11 all his variowns occafions for fuitable matter and
words: and, which was the moit remarkable of all, he
always IJI’OUTll‘L withh him a broken heart and moving af-
fections ; lis toneue and {pirit were touched with a lhive
oal from the altar, and he was evidently affifted by the
holy Spirit of g xce and fuppli(:'ltion in that divine ordi-
nance. 1 hoic 'le} lived 1n Ins family, ﬁy, taat he was
always full cnd ceptous i prayer, {ecmed conftantly to
ezceed himiclf, and rarcly made ule twice of the exprel-
ﬁons.
vhen the 2ft or uniformity turned him out with the
reit ot his noncontorming brethren, he did not thercupon
quit his relatien to has chulch, he thought the {culs of
his fluck to be more precious than to be {o tamely neg-
lected ; hie toolk all }pOI‘..l]IllthS of miniftring the word
and facroments to thein 1n private meetings, and joined
with other mitniiters :n folemn days of fatting and humi-
hiation, to pray that God would once more reflore the
arh of Lis covenant unto s adli&ted Iracl. About four
micnths after thor totd Bartholomew-day, his roverend
celleazue, Nir. Allein Geere, died, fo that the whole care
of the tock develved wpon Nir. Flavel, which, though

beavy and prethiing burden, he undertook very cheer-
fuliv.

l.r

Lpo:* the excoution of the Oxford act, which banifhed
<l nonconrtorming wuniters five miles trom any towns
which font wvinbers to parliamient, he was forced to leave
arnmouth, to the great {orvrow 01 s people, who fol-
towved him oat of town; and at Towniltall church yard thiey
rool fuch o moeurnful furewel of o another, as the place
mivht very well have boenn called Bochim. I'T“ removed
to Slapron, a pacih dive miles {rom Darmonth, or any

thor corporation, which put him cut of the l o1l reach

ol
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of . Ins adverfarics ; here he met with fignal inftances of
God’s fatiherly care and protection, and preached twice
cvery Lord’s day to {uch as durft adventure to hear him,
which many of Lis own pcople and others did, notwith-
ftanding the rigour and feventy of the aft again{t conven-
ticles.  He many times fhipped privatelv mto Dartmouth,
where by preaching and converfation he cdihed his Hock,
to the great refrefhiment ot bis own {foul and theirs,
though with very much danger, becac{e of his watchtul
adverfarics, who conttantly laid wait for him, fo that he
could not make any long ttay in the town.

~In thofe times Mr. Flavel being at Inxeter, was invited
to preach by miany good pcople ot that city, who for
{atcty chofe a wood about three miles trom the city to be
the place of their affembly, where they were broke up by
their encmies by that time the fermion was well begun.
Mr. Flavel, by the care of the people, made his cicape
through the middle of his enraged enemics; and though
manv of his hearers were taken, carri.d before Jnitice
Tuckficld, and fined ; vet the reft, being notiing difcou-
raged, re-aficmbled, and carried NMr. Flavel to another wood,
where he preachied to them without any dilurbance ;
and, after he had concluded, rodc to a gentleman’s hioule
near the wood, who, though an ablolute {iranger to Mr.
I"lavel, entertained him with great civiiity that might, and
next day he returited to xecterin faferv. Amonglt thefe
taken at tius time, there was a tanner who had a nume-
rous family, and but a {mall {ftock; he was fined not-
withilanding forty pounds; at which he was nothiaz dif-
couraged, but told 2 friend, who alked himi hiow he bore
up under his lofs, ¢ That he took the {poiling of his
goods joyfully, for the fake ot his Lord Jetus, for whom
his hie and all that he had was too bitele.”

As foon as the nonconformifls had anv refpite from
their trouble, Mr. Flavel latd hold on the opportunity,
and returned to Dartmouth, where, during the firft in-
dulgence granted by King Charles 11, he kept open doors,
and preachied freely to all that would come and hear him ;
and when that liberty was revoked, he made it his bufinefs

B 2 notwith-



12 THE LIFE OF THE REVEREND

notwithftanding to preach in feafon and out of feafon,
and {cldom mifled of an opportunity of preachingon the
Lord’s day. During this time, God was pleafed to de-
prive him of his fecond wife, which was a great affliétion,
fhe having been a help meet for him ; and {fuch an one he
ftood much i1n need of, as beinga man of an infirm and
weak conftitution, who laboured under many infirmities.
In convenient time he married a third wife, Mrs. Ann
Downe, daughter of Mr. Thomas Downe, minifter of

fxeter, who lived very happily with him eleven years, and
left him two {ons.

The perfecution againft the nonconformifts being re-
newed, Mr. Ilavel found it unfafe to ftay at Dartmouth,

and therefore refolved to go to London, where he hoped
to be 1n lefs danger, and to have more liberty to exercife
his fun&tion. The night before he embarkeéd for that
end, he had the following premonition by a dream : he
thought he was on board the thip, and that a ftorm arofe
which exceedingly terrified the paflengers; during their
confternation, there {at writing at the table a perfon of
admirable {agacity and gravity, who had a child in a cra-
dle by him that was very froward; he thought he faw
the father take up a little whip, and give the child a lafh,
faying, ¢ Child be quiet, I will difcipline, but not hurt
thee.” Upon this Mr. Flavel awaked, and mufing on
his dream, he concluded, that he fhould meet with {fome
trouble 1n his paflage : his friends being at dinner with
him, aflured him of a pleafant paflage, becaufe the wind
and weather were very fair; Mr. Flavel replied, ¢ That
he was not of their mind, but expefted much trouble
becaufe of his dream;”’ adding, ¢ that when he had
{fuch reprefentations made to him in his fleep, they feldom

or ever tailed.” |
- Accordingly, when they were advanced within five
leagues ot Portland in their voyage, they were overtaken
by a dreadful tempeft, infomuch that, betwixt one
and two in the morning, the mafter and {{feamen con-
cludced, that, unlefs God chanced the wind, there was
no hopes of life; 1t was impothble for them to wea-
ther
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ther Portland, {o that they muft of necefity be wrecked
on the rocks or on the fhore. Upon this Mr. Flavel
called all the hands that could be fpared into the cabin to
praver ; but the violence of the tempeft was fuch, that
they could not prevent themfelves trom being thrown from
the one fide unto the other as the fhip was tofled ; and
not only fo, but mighty {cas broke in upon them, as if
they would have drowned them in the very cabin. Mr.
Flavel in this danger took hold of the two pillars of the
cabin bed, and calling upon God, begged mercy for him-
felt and the reft in the {lap. Amongft other arguments
i prayer, he made ufe of this, that if hc and his company
perifhed in that ftorm, the namec of God would be blaf-
plicmed, the enemics of religion would fay, that though
he efcaped their hands on fhore, yet Divine vengeance had
overtaken him at fea. In the midf{t of his prayer his
taith and hope were ratfed, imfomuch that he expelted a
gracious anfwer: fo that, committing himfelf and his
company to the mercy of God, he concluded the duty.
No {ooner was prayer ended, but one came down
from the deck, crying, ¢ Dcliverance! Deliverance?
God 1s a God hearing praver ! In a moment the wind 1is
come fair weft!” And {o failing before 1t they were
brought {ately to London. Mr. Flavelfound many of his
old friends there; and God raifed him new ones, with
abundance of work, and cxtraordinary encouragement in
1t.  Puring his ftay in London he mariied his fourth
wife, a widow gentlewoman, (daughter to Mr. George
Jefteries, formerly minifter of King’s-Bridge.)

Mr. Fiavel, while he was in London, narrowly ei-
caped being taken, with the reverend Mr. Jenkins, at
Mr. Fox’s in Moor-fields, where they were keeping a
day of fafting and prayer. He was {fo near, that he
heard the infolence of the officers and foldiers to Mr.
]eﬁkins when they had +taken him; and oblerved 1t
in his diary, that Mr. Jenkins mught have efcaped as
well as himfelf, had it not bcen tor a piece of vanity in
a lac{y, whofc long train hindered his going down ftairs,

N,
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Mr. Jenking, out of too great civility, having let her
pafs before him.

Adr. Flavel after this returned to Dartmouth, where
with Iits family and dcar pcople he bleficd God for his
nercies towards him. He was, a httle tuime after,
confined clofe prifoner to his houfe, where many of his
acar tiock ftole in over night, or betimes on the Lord’s
day in the morning, to ¢iijoy the ben.fts of his labours,
and {pend the fabbath in hearing, praying, finging of
plalms, a2nd holy difcourics.
~ AIv. Jenkins, above mentioned, dving in prifon, his
neople gave ir. Flavel a call to the p..Lﬂoml officc among
them; and Mr. Recves's people did the like.  Mr. FL].-
¢l communicated thofe calls unto his tock, and kept
a day ot praver with them to beg direftion from God in
this impertant affair; he was gracioufly pleafed to an-
{wer him by fixing M. FlaveDs refolution to ftay with
his hock at Dartmouth.  Many arguments were madce uic
of to perfuade him to come to London.. as, thatiince he
was turned out by the a&t of unitformntv, he had had
but very littic mamtenance frem his chhurch, that thole
at Tondon were rich and numcrous congregations; that
he had a fanuly ansd chiidren to provide for: and that
the eirv owas a thicatre of honour and reputation.  EBut
uone of thofe thanas could prevail with him to leave his
poor people at Dartmouti.

In 1607, when it pleafed God {o to over-rule aif-

foirs, that Ning James 11 thought 1t his interett to dif-
poni s with tine prnal laws ..'1*‘1:111'1& thcmy, DMr. Flavel, who

hod mrmu'“ Loen cnmmcd to a corner, ihone brnghtly,
as o paming beacon upon the top of an hilll  Iis affce-
TIONate neonw p.._uumi a laroe place for him, where God
biciod his labours to the consi&ion of many people, by
his fermons on Rov. 1. 20. ¢ Behold | ﬁ'md at the dootr
¢ and knock.” “i'his wncouraged him to print thofc fer-
mons under the title of l'-n;land s Duty, &c. honing
that it mieht do coed abroad, as well as 1n his own con-
ercaation.  fle had made a vow to the ILord under his
confincment, that f Le heuld be once pore catrulted

with
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with public liberty, he would 1n nprove 1t to the advantage
of the gofpel: th:s he performed 1n a moit conicmnuous
manncer, preaching twice cvery Lord’s day, and lectured
every Weduaceldav, in which he went ever molt part of
the third lepu.r oif St. John, thewing the indifpﬁnﬁble
neceflity of regeneration. He preachied likewile every
Thuriday before the facramcent, and then after examina-
tion admitied communicants. Hc had no affiftance on
facrament days, fo that hc was many times almoft {pent
before he diftributed the clements.  When the duty of
the day was over, he would ofien complain of a {ore
breaft, and aking head, and a pained back; yethe would
be carly at ftudy again next Monday. He allowed him-
felf very hittle rccreation, accounting time a precious
jewel that ought to be 1mproved at any rate.

He was not only a zcalous preacher i the puipit, but
a fincere Chriftian in his clofet, frequent in 17‘15-{:7{:1111'1-
nation, as well as in prefling 1t upon others; becing atraid,
left while he preached to others, he himielt {hould bc a caifil-
away. To prove tlns, I thall tranfecribe what follows from
his own diary.

¢“ To make furc of cternal life, {faid he, 15 the great
bufinels which the {ons of death have to do in this world.
Whether a man confider the imimortality of ivis own ioul,
the 1ineffable joys and glovv of heaven, the extreme and
endlefs torments of hell, tiic inconceivable fweetnels of
peace of confcience, or the mifery of beiny fubjedt to
the terrors therecof; all thele put a neccﬂlt\,, a folemmity,
a glory upon this work. But, Oh! the d:ificultes and
dangers attendimng it How many and how great are thefe
What judeement, faithfulnefs, refolutisn, ana watchital-
nefs, doth it require ¢ Suach 15 the clfc...li:fu ne {s, d:t:'-.-:w:i:-'.,
and mmconftancy of our hearts, and fuch the malice, po-
Incy and dlll”CﬂCL of Satan to manzge and unnrove i,
that he who attempts this work had need both tr warch
his {eafons for it, and frequently locok up to {od for
his guidance and illumination, and to {pend muny ol
and {crious theuchts before he adventurs uson o qeter-
minatien and conclufion of the frare of Lo {oul
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““ "T'o the end therefore that this moft important work
may not mifcarry in my hands, I have cofleéted, with
all the carc 1 can, the beft and {foundeft charaéters I can
find in the writings of our modern divines, taken out of
the {cripture,.and by thcir labours illuftrated and prepa-
red for wufe, that 1 might make a right application of
them.

““ 1. I have earncftly befought the Lord for the affif-
tance of his Spirit, which can only manifeft my own
hecart unto me, and thow mec the true {tate thereof, which
1s that thing my {oul doth moft earncfily defire to know ;
and 1 hope the Lord will anfwer my defire thercin, ac-
cording to his promifes, Luke xi. 13. John xiv. 26.

““ 2. 1 have endcavoured to caft out and lay afide
felf-love, left my heart being prepoffefled therewith, my
judgement fhould be perverted, and become partial in
pafling fentence on my eftate. 1 have, in fome meafure,
brought my hecart to be willing to jadge and condemn
myiclt for an hypocrite, it {fuch 1 fhall be found on trial
as to approve myfelf for {incere and upright. Yea, I
would have it {fo far from being grievous to me fo to do,
that if 1 have been all this while miftaken and deccived,
f thall rcjoice, and blefs the I.ord with my foul, that
now at laft 1t may be difcovered to me and I may be {«t
right, though 1 lay the foundation new again. This
I have laboured to bring my hecart to, knowing that
thoufands have dathed and {plit to picces upon this
rock. And indeced he that will own the perfon of =z
judge, muft put off the perfon of a friend.

“ 3. It hath been my endecavour to keep upon my heart
a deep lenfe of that great judgement day throughout this
work ; as knowing by experience what a potent influence
this hath on the confcience, to make 1t deliberate, f{eri-
ous, and faithful 1n 1its work : and therefore I have de-
manded of my own conlcience, before the refolution ot
each queition, O mv conicicnee | deal faithfully with me
in this parricular, and fay no more to me than thou wilt
own and fland to in the great day, when the counfels of
all heares (hall be made manitet.

¢ . Haxv-
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¢¢ 4. Having ferioufly weighed cach mark, and con-
fidcred wherein the weight and fubitance of 1t lieth, ¥
have gone to the Lord 1n prayer for his affiftance, erel
have drawn up the aniwer of my conicience; and as my
heart hath been perfuaded therein, {fo have 1 determined
and refolved ; what hath been clear to my experience, 1

have {o fet down ; and what hath been dubious, I have
liere left 1t {o.

¢ 5. I have madc choice of the fitteft fcafons I had
for this work, and fet to it when I have found my heart
in the moft quict and ferious frame. For as he that will
{cc his face i a glafs, muft be fixed, not 1n motion, or in
the water, mui{t make no commotion in it; {fo it i1s 1n
this cafc.

¢“ 6. Laftly, To the end I may be {uccefstul in this
work, 1 have laboured all along carcfully to diftinguifh
betwixt fuch fins as are grcunds of. doubting, and {uch
as are only grounds of humihation; knowing that not
cvery cvil 1s a ground of doubting, thoucsh zll, even
the {malleft 1nfirmities, adminifter mattcr of humi-
liation : and thus I have defired to enterprize this great
bufinefs. O Lord, afiiflt thy {ervant, that he ma~ not
miftake herein ; but, if his conlcience do now condcmin
him, he may lay a better foundaticn whilft he hath time ;
and 1f 1t fhall new acquit him, e may alfo have boldneis
in the day of judgement.”

‘T'hele things being previoufly difpatched, he tried him-
{felf by the {cripture marks of finceritv and regeneration :
by this means hc attained to a well grounded aifiurance,
the ravifhing comforts of which were manv times fhed
abroad in his foul; this made him a powerful and fuc-
cefstul preacher, as one who fpoke from his own heart
to thole ot others. He preached what he felt, what he
had handled, what he had feen and tafted of thic word of
life, and they felt 1t alfo.

We may gucfs what a {weet and blefied intercourie he
had with heaven, from that hifterv we mcet with 1n his
Treatite on the Soul, which 1 refcr to, and likewiic from
that revelation he had of his father and mother’s deach, 1n

L
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the fame work. He was a mighty wreftler with God in
{ecret prayer, and particularly begged of him to crown
his fermons, printed books, and private difcourfes, with
the converfion of poor finners, a work which his heart

was much fet upon. It pleafed God to anfwer him by

many inftances, of which the two that follow deferve
peculiar notice.

In 1673, there came into Dartmouth pert a fhip of
Pool, in her return from Virginia ; the {furgeon of this

fhip, a lufty young man of 23 years of age, fell into a
dcep melancholy, which the devil improved to make him
murder Iimfelf. This he attempted on the Lord’s day
carly in the morning, when he was in bed with his bro-
ther ; he firft cut his own throat with a knife he had pre-
pared on purpofe, and leaping out of the bed, thruft it
likewife into his ftomach, and {o lay wallowing in his
cwn blood, till his brother awaked and cried forhelp. A
phyfician and {urgeon were brought, who concluded the
wound in his throat mortal ; they flitched it up however,
and applied a plaifter, but without hopes of cure, becaufe
he alrcady breathed through the wound, and his voice
was become 1narticulate. Mr. Flavel came to vifit him
in this condition, and apprehending him to be within a
few minutcs of eternity, laboured to prepare him for it; he
afked him his own apprehenfions of his condition, and the
voung man anf{wercd, that he hoped in God for eternal
life. Mr. Flavel replied, that he feared his hopes were 1ll
grounded : the {cripture telling us, that ¢ no murderer
¢ hath eternal life abiding in him * {elf-murder was the
agrofleft of all murder, &c. Mr. Ilavel infifted {o much
upon the aggravation of the crime, that the young man’s
confcience began to fail, his heart began to melt, and then
he broke out into tears, bewailing his {in and mifery, and
afked Bvir. Flavel if there yet might be any hope for him?
He told lim there might ; and finding him altogether un-
acquainted with the naturc of faith and repentance, he
opened them to him. The poor man fucked in this doc-
trine greedily, prayed with great vehemence to God that
he would work them on his {oul, and intreated Mr. Fla-

vel
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{el to pray with him, and for him, that he might be;
though late, a fincere gofpel penitent; and found believer.
Mr. Flavel prayed with him accordingly, and it pleafed
God exceedingly to melt the youfig man’s heart; during
the performance of that duty. He was very loth to part
with Mr. Flavel, but the duty of the day obliging him to
be gone, in a few words he fummed up thofe counfels that
he thought moft nereflary, and {o took his farewel of him,
never expeé@ting to {ee him any more 1n this world. But
it pleafed God to order it otherwife ; the young man con-
tinued alive contrary to all expectation; panted earneftly
after the Lord Jefus, and no difcourfe was pleafing to
him, but that of Chrift and faith. - In this frame Mr.
Flavel found him in the evening : he rejoiced greatly when
he faw him come again, intreated him to continue his dif-
courfe upon thofe fubjefts, and told him, Sit, the Lord
hath given me repentance for this and all my othet
fins ¢ I fee theevil of them now; {o as I never faw thent
before! O I loath myfelf! I do alfo believe ; Lord, help
my unbelicf. I am hcartuly willing to take Chrift upon
his own terms ; but one thinZ troubles me ; I doubt this
bloody fin will not be pardoned. Will Jefus Chrift, {aid
he, apply his blood to me, that have fhed my own blood 2
Mr. Flavel told him, that the Lord Jefus thed his blood
tor them who with wicked hands had fhed his own blood,
which was a greater fin than the fhedding of his; to
which the wounded man rephied, I will caft myfelf upon
Chrift; let him do what he will. In this condition Mr.
Flavel left him that night.

Next morniing his wourids were to be opened, and the
{urgeon’s opinion was, that he would immediately expire;
Mr. Flavel was again requeited to give him a vifit, which
he did, found him in a very {erious fraine, and prayed
with him.  The wound 1in his ftomach was afterwards
opened, when the ventricle was {o much fwoln, that it
caime out at the orifice of the wound, and lay like a livid
difcoloured tripe upon his body; and was alfo cut through ;
every one thought it 1mpoffible for him to live ; however,

the furseon cularged the orifiee of the wound, fomente
C 2 . it,
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it, 'and wrought the ventricle again into his body, and,.
ftitching up the wound, left his patient to the difpofal of
Providonce. i

It plecafed Geod that he was cured of thoie dangerous
wounds in lus body ; and, upon-folid grounds of a ra-
tional charity, there was reafon to believe that he was
alfo curcd of that more dangerous wound which fin had
madc m his foul. NMr. Flavel {pent many hours with
him during hiss ficknefs ; and when the furgeon returned
to Pool, aftcr his recovery, Mr. Samuel Hardy, that wor-
thy minifter there, thanked Mr. Flavel in a letter, for the
great pains he had taken with that young man, and con-
gratulated his fuccefs, afluring him, that if cver. a great
and thorough work was wrouglt, it was upon that man.

"The {econd mnftance is this: Mr. Flavel being in Lon-
don m 167%13, his old bookfcller, Mr. Boulter, gave hun
tiats foliowing relation, viz. That fome time before, there
came 1nto his thop a {parkith gentleman to inguire for
fome play bocks: Mr. DBouiter told him he had none,
but fhewed him Mr. Flavel's little treatile of ¢ Keeping
the Hcart,” mtreated him to read 1t, and aflured him 1t
would do him more good than play books. The gentle-
man rcad the title, and glancing upon feveral pages here
and there, broke curinto thefe and fuch other expreflions,
What a damnable phanatic was he who made this book !
Mr. Boeulter begged of him to buy and read it, and told
bim he had no caule to ceniure 1t {o bitterly ; at laft he
bought it, but tola him he would notread 1t. What will
you do with it thent {ad Mr. Boulter. Wil you tear
ang burn 1t, twd he, and {end it to the devil? Mr. Boulter
. told him, tioe:. he fhould not have it.  Upon this the gen-
tiemain prommtied to read it; and Mr. Boulter told him,
if he difliked 1t upon recading, he would return him his
money.  About a month after, the gentleman came to the
thop again in a very modeit habit, and, with a ferious
countcnance, befpeaks NMr. Boulter thus; Sir, I moit
heartily thank you for putting this book into my hands ;
£ blefs God thatr moved you to do 1t, it hath faved my
icul; blelivd be God that ever 1 came into your. fhop-

And
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And then he bought a hundred more of thofe books of
him, told him he would give them to the poor who
could not buy them, and {o left him, praifing and ad-
miring the goodnefs of God. Thus 1t plealed God to
blefs the fermons, difcourfes, and writings of Mr. Flavel.

Many times, when he preached abroad, he has had
Jetters fent him from unknown perfons, informing him
how God had blefled his miniftry to their {fouls, and con-
verted them from being bitter enemies to religion. This
encouraged him, when he rode abroad, not only to ac-
cept of invitations to prcach, but many times to offer his
labours unto thofe that would be pleafed to hear him ;
though, for this, he had no occalion where he was known;
the pcople being generally importunate with him.  One
day, after a long and hard journey, an intimate friend of
his, out of a tender regard to him, prefled him with co-
gent arguments to forbear preaching at that {cafon, but
could not prevail with him ; his bowels of compaffion to
needy and perifhing {fouls made him overlook all confide-
rations of himfelt; he preached an excellent fermon, by
which there was one converted, as he declared himfeif
afterwards upon his admifhon to the Lord’s table.

The laft fermon that he preached to his pcople at Dart=
mouth, was on a public day of fafting and humiliation ;
in the clofe.of which he was enlarged in {uch an extraordi-
nary manner, when offering up praifes to God for mer-
cies received, that he {cemed to be in an ecftaly : this hap-
penied about a week before his death, and may juftly be
accounted a foretafte of thofe heavenly raptures that he
now cnjoys amongft the blefied {pirits above.

The laft fermon he preached was on the 21{t of June,
1691, at Afhburton, from I. Cor. x. 12. ¢ Wherefere,
¢ let him that thinketh he {ftandeth, take heed left he fail.’
It was a very pathetical and exceilent difcourfe, tending to
awaken carclefs profeflors, and to {tir them up to be foli-
citous about their fouls. After having preached thais {er-
mon, he went to Exeter; and at Topthamy, within three
miles of that city, he prefided as moderator 1n an aiflembly
of the nonconformiit minifters of Devonthire, wio unani.

Moy
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moufly voted him into the chair. The occafion of their
meeting was about an union betwixt the Prefbyterians
and Independents, which Mr. Flavel was very zealous to
proniote, and brought to fo good an iffue in thofe parts,
that the minifters declared their {atisfaion with thé
heads of agreement concluded on by the London minifters
of thofe denominations. Mr. Flavel clofed thie work of
the day with prayer and praifes, in which his {pirit was
carried out with wonderful enlargement and affe&ion.

He wrote a letter to an eminent minifter in London;
with an account of their proceedings, the fame day that
he died ; Providence ordering it {o, that he fhould finifth
that good work his heart was {o intent upon, before he
finithed his courfe,

The manner of his death was fudden and furprifing :
his friends thought him as well that day in thé¢ evening of
which he died, as he had been for many years : towards
the end of fupper, he complained of a deadnefs in one of
his hands, that he could not Iift it to his head. This
firuck his wife, and his fricnds about him, into an afto-
nifhment: they ufed {fome means to recover it to its for-
mer ftrength ; but, inftead thercof, to their great gricf,
the diftemper {eized upon all one fide of his bodv. They
put him to bed with all {peed, and {fent for phyficians,
but to no purpole ; his diftemper prevailed upon him fo
faft, -that in a fhort time i1t made him {pcechlefs. He
was fenfible of his approaching death ; and when they
carried him up itairs, expreiled his opinion, that it would
be the laft time; but added, 1 know that it will be well
with me;” which were fome of his laft words. Thus
died this holy man ot God fuddenlv, and without pain,
not giving {o much as one groan. He exchanged this
life for a better, on the 26th day of June, 16gr1; in the
6 1{t year of his age.

His corpfe was carried from Kxeter to Dartmouth, at-
tecnded by {everal minitters, and a great many other per-
fons of good qguality ; abundance of people rode out fram
Dartmouth, Teotnefs; Newton, Afhbuarton, and osther
plazcs, to meet the corpfe : when it was taken out of the
| hearfe
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hearfe at the water-fide, his people and other fricnds
could not forbear exprefling the fenfe of their great lofs
by floods of tears, and a bitter lamentation. It was in-
terred the fame night in Dartmouth church, and next day
Mr. George Trofle, a minifter of Exeter, preached his
funeral fermon from Elifha’s lamentation upon the tran{-
lation of Elijah, II. Kings 11. 12. ¢ My father, my father,
¢ the chariot of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof.’

We fhall conclude with a charalter of Mr. Flavel.—
He was a man of a middle {tature, and full of life and ac-
uvity. . He was very thoughtful, and, when not difcour-
fing or reading, much taken up in meditation, which
made him digeft his notions well. He was ready to Icarn
from every body, and as trce to communicate what he
knew. He was bountiful to his own relations, and
very charitable to the poor, but elpecially to the houthold
of taith, and the necefiitous members of his own church,
to whom, during their ficknefs, he always fent {uitable
{upplies. He freely taught academical learning to four
young men, whom he bred to the miniftry, and one of
them Le maintained all the while at his own charge. He
was exceedingly affeftionate to all the people of Dart-~
mouth, of which we fhall give one remarkable inftance.
When our fleet was firlt engaged with the French, he
called his people together to a folemn faft, and, like
a man in an agony, wreftled with God in prayer for
the church and nation, and particularly for the poor fea-
men of Dartmouth, that they might obtain mercy ; the
L.ord heard and anfwered him, for not one of that town
was killed in the fight, though many of them were in the
engagement. As he was a faithful ambaflador to his maf-
ter, he made his example the rule of his own practice ;
and was {o far from reviling again thofe that reviled him,
that he prayed for thofe that:defpitefully ufed him ; one
remarkable inftance of which 1s as follows: 1 1683,
fome of the people of Dartmouth, accompanied too by
fome of the magiftrates, made up his efhigies, carried it
through the fireets in derifion, with the covenant and bill
of exclufion pinned to 1t, and {ct 1t upon a bonfire, and

burnt



24 THE LIFE &

burnt it : {fome of the {peftators were o much affefted
with the reproach and ignominy done to this revercnd and
pious miniiter, that they wept, and others fcoffed and
jeered ; 1t was obfervable, that at the very fame time,
though he knew nothing of the matter, he was heaping
coals of fire of another nature upon the heads of tholc
wicked men; for he was then prayimng for the town of
Dartimouth, 1ts magiftrates and imhabitants ; and when
news was brought him, upon the conclufion of his pray-
cr, what they had been doing, he hift up this prayer unto
God for them in our Saviour’s words, * Father, forgive
* them, for they know not what they do.’

EPISTLEL



EPISTLE DEDICATORY,

To the much honoured his dear kinfman, Mr. JoHN
FLavEL, and Mr. EpwarD Crise, of London, Mer-
chants 3 and the reft of my worthy friends in London,
Ratcliffe, Shadwell, und Limehoule ; Grace, Mercyi.

and Peace.

Dear Friends,

¢ .

‘ ANIONG all the creatures in this world, none de-
ferves to be ftiledreat but Man; and in man nothing
1s found worthy of that cpithet but his {foul.”

The ftudy and knowledge of the {oul was therefore al-
ways rcckoned a rich and neceflary improvement of time.
All ages have magnificd thefe two words, ¢¢ know thyfelf,”
as an oracle defcending from heaven,

¢“ No knowledge,” {aith Bernard, ¢ 1s better than that
whereby we know ourfelves: leave other matters there-
fore, and {earch thyfelf; let thy thoughts, as it were, cir-
culate, begin and end there.”

The ftudy and knowledge of Jefus Chrift muift ftill be
allowed to be moit excellent and neceffary : but yet the
worth and neceflity of Chrift 1s unknown to men, till the
value, wants, and dangers of their own fouls are f{irflt dif=
covered.to them.

The difaffection of men to the {tudy of their own fouls
15 the more to be admired, not only becaufe of the weight
snd ngceflity of it, but the alluring pleafurc and fweetnels

D that
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that is found therein. What Cardan fpeaks is experi-
rhentally felt by many, ¢ that {carce any thing is more
pleafant and dele&able to the {foul of man, "than to know
what he i1s, what he may and fhall be, the viciffitudes of
this prefent world, and what thofe divine and {upreme
things are which he is to enjoy after death :”” for we are
creaturcs confcious to ourfelves of an immortal nature,
and that we have fomething about us which muft overlive

this mortal fleth, and that we fhall not ceale to 4¢, when
we ceafe to breathe.

And certainly, my friends, difcourfes of the foul and
its immortality, of heaven and of hell, the next and only
rcceptacles of unbodied fpirits, were never more {feafonable
and neceflary than in this atheiftical age of the world,

whercin all ferious piety and thoughts of immortality are
ridiculed and hiflfed out of the company of many; as if

thofe old condemned heretics, who aflerted the corruptibi-

lity and mortality of the foul as well as body, had been.
again revived in our days.

And as the atheifm of {fome, fo the careleflnefs of the
moft, needs and calls for fuch potent remedies as dif-
courfes of this kind do plentifully afford. 1 dare appeal
to your charitable judgements, whether the converfations
of the many do indeed look like a ferious purfuit of hea-
ven, and a flight from hell ¢

Long have my thoughts bent towards this great and
excellent {ubje&, and many earneft defires have 1 had to
know what I fhall be when I breathe not. Butwhenl
had engaged my meditations about it, two great difficul-
ties oppofed the farther progrefs of my thoughts therein:
namely, 1. The difficulty of the fubje&t 1 had cholen;
and, 2. The diftraGions of the timies 11 which 1 was to
write upon it,

1. As for the fubje&, fuch is the fubtilty and {ublimity
of its nature, and {uch the knotty controverfics in which
it is involved, that it much better deferves that inferip-
tion than Minerva’s tcmple at Saum did, ¢ Never did any

mortal reveal me plainly.” Tt is but little that the meft
clcar and fharp-fighted difcern of their own fouls now 1n

the
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the ftate of compofition ; and what then can we pofitively
and diftinétly know of the life they live in the ftate of fe-
paration? The darknefs in which thefe things are invel-
ved, greatly exercile even the greateft wits, and frequently
elude and fruftrate the moft generous attempts. Many
great {cholars, whofe natural and acquired abilities fingu-
larly qualificd them to make a clearer difcovery, have la-
boured in this field even to {weat and palenefs, and done
little more but entangle themfelves and the fubje& more
than before. This cannot but difcourage new attempts.

And yet without fome knowledge of the {ubje&tive ca-
pacity of our fouls to enjoy the good of the world to
come, even in a ftate of abfence from the body, 2 princi-
pal relief muft be cut off from them under the great and
manifold trials they are to encounter in this.

As for myfelf, I aflure you, I am deeply fenfible of
the inequality of my fhoulders to this burden; and have
often thought of that neceflary caution of the poet, (a)
to wield and poife the burden as porters ufed to do, before
I underteok it.  Zuinglius blamed Caroloftadius (as
fome may do me) for undertaking the controver{y of that
age, becaufe, {faith he, his fhoulders are too weak for it.

And yet I know man’s labours profper not according
to the art and elegancy of the compofure, but according
to the divine blefling which accompanies them. Ruf-
finus tells us of a learned philofopher at the Council of
Nice, who ftoutly defended his thefis againft the greatefk
wits and {cholars there, and yet was at laft fairly van-
quifhed by a man of no cxtraordmary parts : of which
conqueft the philofopher gave this candid and ingenuous
account :—* Againft words, f{aid he, I oppofed words ;
and what was {poken I overthrew by the art of fpeaking:
but when inftcad of words, power came out of the mouth
of the {peaker, words could no longer withftand truth,

(A) ¢¢ Exaniine well, ye writers, weigh with care
What fuits your genius, what your ftrength can bear;
For when a well-proportioned theme you chufe,
Nor words, nor method will their aid retufe.”
[Floracz’s Art of Poetry. ]

D o nor
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nor man oppoie the power of God.” O that my weak en-
decavours might profper under the like influence of the
Spirit upoen the hearts of them that fhall read this inartifi-
cial, but well-meant difcourfe !

I am little concerned about the contempts and cenfures
of faftidious readers. I have refolved to fay nothing that
exceeds {obriety, norto provoke any man, except my dif-
fent from him fhould do {fo. Pecrhaps there are {fome
doubts relating to this fubject, which will never be fully
folved till we comc to heaven. [For man by the fall being
lefs than himfieclt, doth not underftand himfielf, nor will
ever perieftly do fo, until he is fully reftored to himfielf,
which will not be whillt he dwells in a body of {in and
death. And yet it 1s to me pait doubt, that this, as
well as other {fubjelts, might have been much more clear-
ed than 1t 1s, 1if inftecad of the proud contentions of maf-
terly wits for vi€ory, all had humbly and peaceably ap-
plicd themficlves to the mmpartial fearch of truth. ‘Truth,
Iike an orient pearl in the bottom of a river, would have
difcovered itfelr by its native luftre and radiancy, had not
the feet of heathen philofophers, cunning atheifts, and
daring {chool divines, difturbed and fouled the fircam.

2. As the difhcultics of the fubjeé&t are many, o
many have been the interruptions I have met with whilft
it was under my hand; which I mention for no other
end but to procure a more {avourable cenfure from you,
1f it appears lels exadt than you cxpected to find 1t.  Such
as 1t 1s I do, with much refpe& and affeflion, tender it
to your hands, humbly requefting the blefing of the
Spirit may accempany it to your hearts.  If you will
but allow yourfelves to think clofe to the matter before
you, 1} doubt not but you may find fomewhat 1n it apt
both to inform your minds, and quicken your affettions.
I know you have a multiplicity of bufinefs, but yet I
hope your great concern makes all others daily to give
place ; and that how clamoprous and rmportunate focver
the affairs of this world are,’ you both can and do find
nme to lit alone, and think on the more 1mportant bufi-
nels you have to do.

‘t-; ] M v
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My friends, we are borderers upon eternity; we live
upon the confines of the {piritual and immaterial world.
We muft thortly be aflociated with bodilefs beings, and
{hall have (after a few days are paft) no more concerns
for meat, drink, and {leep, buying and felling, habi~
tations and relations, than the angels ot (God now have.
Befides we live here 1n a ftate of trial. Man 1s one in
whom both worlds meet; his body participates of the
lower, his foul of the upper world. Hence it 1s he finds
fuch tugging and pulling this way, and that way; up-
ward, and downward; both worlds as it were contending
for this invaluable prize, the precious foul. All Chrift’s
ordinances are nftituted, and his ofhcers ordained for
no other ufe or end, but the {alvation of {ouls : books
are valuable according as they conduce to this end. How
rich a reward of my labours fhall I account it, if this
Treatife of the Soul may but promote the fanétification
and falvation of any of my readers.

To your hands I firft tender 1t. It becomes your pro-
perty, not only as a debt of juftice, the fulfilling of a
promife made you long fince upon your joint and ear-
neft defires for the publication of it ; but as an acknow-
ledgemcnt of the many favours 1 have received from vou.
To one of you I ftand obliged in the bond of relation
and under the fenfe of many kindnefles, beyond what-
ever {fuch a degree of relation can be fuppofed to exact.

Y ou have here a {fuccin& account of the nature, fa-
culties, and original of the foul of man, as alfo of its
infufion into the body by God, without himfelf being
the author of fin refulting from that union. You will
alfo find the breath of your mnoftrils to be the bound
which holds your {ouls and bodies in a perfonal union,
and that whilft the due temperature of the body remains
and breath continues, your fouls hang as by a weak and
flender thread, over the ftate of a vatt eternitv in heaven
or in hell : which will inform you both ot the value of
your breath, and the beft way of improving it, wlulit you
€njoy 1t;

The
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The immortality of the foul 1s here afferted, proved
and vindicated from the moft confiderable objetions; fo
that it will evidently appear to you, by this diicourfe,
you do not ceafe to be, when you ceafe to breathe: and
feeing they will outlive all temporal enjoyments, they
muit neceflarily perith, as to all their joys, comforts,
and hopes, which 1s all the death that can be incident
to an immortal {pirit, 1f they be not in a proper {eafon
fccured and provided of that never-perithing food of
fouls, God 1n Chrniit, their portion for ever.

Here you will find the grounds and reafons of that
ftrong inclination which you all fecl them to have to
your bodies, and the ncceflity (notwithftanding that) of
their divorce and feparation, and that it would manifeftly
be to their prejudice if it fhould be otherwife. And
to overcome the unreafonable averfions of belicvers, and
and bring them to a more becoming, cheerful {fubmiffion
to the laws of death, whenfoever the writ of ejettion
thall be ferved upon them ; you will here find a repre-
{fentation of that blefled life, comely order, and moft
delightful employment of the incorporeal pcople inhabit-
ing the city of God: wherein, befide thofe {weet med:-
tations which are proper to feaft your hungry affections,
vou will meet with divers curious and ufeful queftions
ftated and refolved ; which will be a grateful entertain-
ment to your inquifitive minds.

It is poflible they may be cenfured by {fome as undeter-
minable and unprofitable curiofities; but as 1 hate a pre-
fumptuous intrufion into unrevealed {ecrets, {o I think it
a weaknefs to be difcouraged in the {earch of truth, {fo
far as it i3 fit to trace it, by {uch caufelefs cenfures.
Nor am I fenfible I have in any thing tranigreflcd the
bounds of Chrittian {obriety, to gratity the palate of a

nice and delicate reader.

I have alfo fet before the rcader an idea or repref{enta-
tion of the ftate and cafe of dammned {ouls, that, if it be
the will of God, a {eafonable difcovery of hell mav be
the means of fome mens rccovery out of the danger of it
and clofed up the whole with a demonitration of the

invalunable
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invaluable precioufnefs of fouls, and the {everal dangerous
fnares and artifices of Satan, their profefied enemy, to
deftroy and caft them away for cver.

This is the defign and general icope of this treatife,
And O that God would grant me my heart’s defire on
your behalf in the perufal of it! even that i1t may prove a
fan&ified inftrument in his hand both to prepare you
for, and bring you in love with the unbodied life, to
make you look with pleafure 1mnto your graves, and die
by confent of will, as well as neceflity of nature. 1
remember Dr. Staughton, in a {fermon preached beforc
King James, relates a ftrange ftory of a little child 1 a
fhipwreck faft afleep upon its mother’s lap, as fhe f{at
upon a piece of the wreck amidft the waves: the child
being awakened with the noife, alked the mother what
thofe things were; fhe told it they were drowning waves
to {wallow them up: the child with a pretty {miling
countenance, begged a {troke from its mother to beat
away thofe naughty waves, and chid them as if they
had been its playmates. Death will fhortly fhipwreck
your bodies; your {fouls will {fet upon your lips, ready
to expire, as they upon the wreck ready to go down:
would it not be a comfortable and moft beccoming frame
of mind to {it there with as little dread as this little one
did among the terrible waves? Surely if our faith had but
firt united us with Chrift, and then loofed our hearts
from this enchanting and eninaring world, we might
make a fair fltep towards this moit defireable temper:
but unbelief and earthly mindednefs make us loth to
venture.

1 blufh to think what bold adventures thofe men made,
who upon the contemplation of the properties of a def-
picable {ftone, frit adventured quite out of fight of land
under its conduét and dire¢tion, and fecurely trufting
both their lives and eftates to 1t, when all the eyes of
heaven were vailed from them, amidft the dark waters,
and thick clouds of the fky; when I either ftart or at
leaft give an unwilling fhrug, at adventuring out of the
fight of this world, under the more {ure and fteady di-

rection
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reCtion and conduét of faith and the promifes. To
cure thefe evils in my own and the reader’s hearts thefe
things are writtenn, and 1n much refpeét and love ten-
dered to your hands, as a teftimony of my gratitude,
and deep fenfe of the many obligations you have put me
wnder. T'hat the bleflings of the Spirit may accompany
thefe difcour{es to your founls, afford you fome affiftance
in your laft and difficult work at death with a becoming
checrfulnefs, faying in that hour, can I not fee God till
this flefh be laid afide in the grave ; muit I die before I
can live like myfelf? then die, my body, and go to thy
duft, that I may be with Chnft. With this defign,
and with thefe hearty wifhes, dear and honoured coutfin
and worthy friends, I put thefe difcourfes into your
hands, and rcmain

Your moft obliged
Kinfman and Servant,

TOHN FLAVEIL,

T H R
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E F A C L

AMONG many other rich endowments beftowed by
the Creator’s bounty upon the Soul of Man, the ime
preflions of the world to come, and an ability of re-
fle&ion are peculiar, invaluable, and heavenly gitts. By
the former, we have a very great evidence of our own
immortality, and defignation for nobler employments and
enjoyments than this embodied {tate admits; and by the
latter, we may difcern the agreeablenefs or difagreeablenefs
of our hearts, and therein the validity of our title to that
expeéted bleflednefs.

But thefe heavenly gifts are negleted and abufed all
the world over. Degenerate {ouls are every where fallen
into {o dcep an oblivion of their excellent original, {pi-
ritual and immortal nature, and alliance to the Father of
fpirits, that (to ufe the upbraiding expreflion of a great
philofopher) ¢ they feem ta be buried in their bodies as fo
many {illy worms that lurk in their holes, and are loth to
pcep forth and look abroad. So powerfully do the cares
and pleafures of this world charm all (except a {mall rem-
nant of regenerate fouls) that nothing but fome {mart
{trokes of calamity, or the terrible meflengers of death, can
ftartle them ; (and even the{e are not always able to do 1t)
and when they do, all the effe& 1s but a tranfient glance

| k at
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at another and unwﬂhpg fhrug to leave this world, and
fo to fleep again: and thus the impreffions and fentiments
of the world tqg come, (which are the natural grawth and
offspring of the foul) dre either ftifled and fupprc{t as 1n

athelits ; or borne down by impetuous mafterly lufts, as
mn fenfuahﬁs.

And for its felf—reﬂc&mg property, 1t {feems in many to
be a power received in vain. It is with moft fouls as it is
with the eye, which fees notitfelf, though it {fees all other
objeéts. There be thofe that have almoft fimifhed the
courfe of a long life (wherein a great part of their time
hath lain upon their hands as a cheap and ufelefs com-
modity, which they knew not what to do with) who yet
never {pent one folemn entire hour in difcourfe with their
own fouls. What ferious heart doth not melt into com-
paffion over the deluded multitude, who are mocked with
drcams, and perpetually bufied about trifles ¢ Who are
(after {o many fruftrated attempts both of their own, and
all paft ages; cagerly purfuing the fleeing thadows; who
torture and rack their brains to find out the natures and
qualities of birds, beafts, and plants; indeed any thing
rather than their own {fouls, which are certainly the moit
cxcellent creatures that inhabit this world. They know
the trug value aud worth of other things, but are not
aple to eftimate the dignity of that high-barn fpmt which
is within them. A {pirit which (without the addition of
any more natural faculties or powers, if thofe it hath be
but {anctified and devoted to God) 1s capable'of the high-
eft perfe&mns and fruitions, even complete conform]ty to
God, the fatisfying vifians of him for ever. They herd
.themﬁ:lvcs with beaﬁs, who are capable of an equa-

lity with ang Is O what compaﬂionate tears muit {uch
a conﬁdaratmn as thlb draw from the cyes of all that an-

derftand the worth of fouls !

It hath been my fip, and is now the matter of my for-
row, that whilft myriads of fouls (of no higher original
than mine) are fome of them beholding the higheft Ma-
jefty in heaven, and others giving all diligence to make
fure thieir {ulv_at@og on :33_;t1? , 1 was f;arrif.:d away {fo many

yeadls
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yeats in the courfe of this world, (like a drop with the
current of the tide) wlhiolly forgetting my irivaluable foul ;
whilft I prodigally wafted the ftores of my time and
thoughts upon vanities; that long fince paflfed daway as the
waters which are remembered no more. It fthall be no
fhame to me to confefs this folly, firice the matter of my
confcflion fhall go to the glory of my God. 1 {tudied to
know many other things, But I knew not myfelf. It was
with me as with a fervant to whom the mafter commits
two things, viz:. the child and the child’s cloaths; the
fervant 1s very careful of the cloaths, wafhes and brufhes,
{ftarches and fteels them, and keeps them fafe and clean ;
but the child is forgottetr arid loft. My body, which 1s
but the garmient of my foul, I kept and nourifhed with
exceflive care ; but my fodl was long forgotten; and had
been loft for ever, as others daily are, had not God
roufed it by the convictions of “his Spirit out of that deep
oblivion and deadly flumber.

When the God that formed it, out of frée grace to the
work of his own hands, had thus recovered 1t to a {fenfe
of its own worth and darger, my next wotrk was, to get
it united with Chrift, and thereby fecured from wrath to
comie ; which 1 found to be a work of difficulty to effelt;
(if 1t be yet effefted) and a work of time to clear, though
but to the degree of good hope through grace.

And fince the bopes dnd evidences of falvation began to
{pring upinmy foul, ahd fettle the {tate thereof, I found thefe
. three wete great wotds, Chrift, Soul, and Kternity, to liave
a far different énd more awful found in my car than ever
they ufed to have. I ledked on themi from that time,
as things of greateft certainty, and moift awiul {olemnity.
Thefe things have lain with fome weight upon my thoughts,
and I have felt; at certain feafons, a ftiong inclination to
fequefter myfelf from all other ftudies, and {pend my laft
days, and moft fitxed meditations, - upon thefe three
great and weighty {ubjeéts.

I know the {ubjeft matter cf {tudies and inquirics (be
it hever {o weighty) doth not therefore make my medita-
rions and difcourfes upon itgreat and weighty ; nor am 1

E 2 {uch



fuch a vain opinlonator as to imagine my difcourfes every

way fuitable to the dignity of fuch {ubjefts: No, the
more I think and {tudy about them, the more 1 difcern

the indiftinétnefs, darknefs, crudity, and confufion of my
own conceptions and expreflions of {uch great and tran{-
cendent things as thefe : but I refolved to do what I could;
and accordingly fome years paft I finifhed and publifhed
in two parts the Doétrines of Chrift ; and by the accepta-
tion. and fuccefs the Lord gave that, he hath encouraged
me to go on in this fecond part of my work, how une-
qual foever my fhoulders are to the burden of it.

The nature, original, immortality, and capacity of
my own foul, for the prefent lodged in, and related to this
vile body, deftinated to corruption ; together with its ex-
iftence, cmployment, perfeCtion, converfe with God and
other {pirits, both of its own, and of a {uperior rank and
order, when 1t thall (as I know it fhortly muft) put off
this its tabernacle : thefe things have a long time been the
matters of my limited defires to underftand, fo far as I
could fee the pillar of fire (God in his word) enlightening
my way to the knowledge of them. Yea, fuch is the
value I have for themy, that 1 have given them the next
place in my cfteem, to the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, and
my intercft i him.

God hath formed me (as he hath other men) a pro-

{fpe&ting creature. 1 feel myfelf yer uncentered, and fhort
of that ftate of reft and {atisfaétion to which my foul in

1ts natural and {piritual capacity hath a defignation. I find
that I am 1n a continual motion towards tny everlafting
abode ; and the expence of my time, and many 1nfirmi-
tics tell me I am not far from it: by all which I am

ftrongly prompted te look forward, and acquaint myfelf

as much as I can with mmy next place; ftate, and employ-
nicnt.

1 look with an inquifitive eye in that way.

Yet would 1 nor be guilty of an unwarrantable curio-
fity, 1n {carching into unrevealed things, how willing
foever I am to put up my hecad by faith into the world
aoove, and to Know the things which Jefus Chrift hath
purchaled and prepared for me, and all the reft that are

waiting
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waiting for his appearance and kingdom. 1 feel my cu-
riofity checked and reprefied by that elegant paronomafia,
ROI’{I. X11. 3. Mn wa&pm-?!paﬁ?? f:u'o&?’ o Otv fm'povel'u, CANR TIPOYELY Eig
x cuPporeiy, ¢ In all things I would be wife unto fobriety.“
I groan under the effeéts ot Adam’s itching ambition to
know, and would not by rcpeating his {in incrcafe my own
mifery : nor yet would I be {cared by his example into

the contrary evil of negleCting the means God hath af-

forded me, to know all that I can know of his revecaled
will.

The helps philofophy affords in fome parts of this dif-
courfe, are too great to be defpifed, and too {mall to be
admired. (c¢) 1 confefs I read the definitions of the foul
given by the ancient philofophers; with a compaflfion-
ate finile. When Thales calls it a nature without re-
pofe ; Afclepiades, an exercitation of fenfe; Hefiod, a
thing compofed of earth and water; Parmenides, a thing
compoied of earth and fire; Galen, faith it is heat; Hip=
pocrates, a {pirit diffufed throughout the body ; Ylato;
a felf-moving {ubftance; Ariftotle calls it, Entelcchia,
that by which the body i1s moved : it my opinion {thould
be afked, which of all thefe definitions I like beft?
fhould give the {ame anfwer which Theocritus gave to an
ill poet, repeating many of his verfes, and alking which
he liked beft, thofe (faid he) which you have omrtted.
Or if they muft have the garland at the prize they have
thot for, let them have it upon the fame reafon that was
once given to him that always thot wide, dificilius eft to-
tzes non attingere, becaufe it was the greateft difficultv to
aim fo often to thc mark, and never conie nearit. One
word of (God gives me more light than a thoufand {ucl
laborious trifles. As Cwzfar was beft abile to write his
own commentaries, fo (God only can give the beft ac-

count of this his own creature; on which he hath im-
prefled his own image.

(c) For to whom 1s the truth known with certainty withouit
God ? And how can God be known without Chrift # Or Chnit

explored without the Spirit 2 Or the Spirit vouchfafed without
faith ? [TERTUvLLIAN on the Soul.]

IR TC'-
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Modern philofophers, affifted by the divine oracles;
muit nceds come clofer to the mark, and give us a far
better account of the nature of the foul; yet I have
endeavoured not to cloud this fubjeét with their contro-
verfies or abftrufe notions ; remembecring what a fmart,
but deferved check Tertullian gives thofe, quz Platonicum
& Ariflotelicum Chriflranifmus procudunt Chriftranis. "W ords
are but the fervants of matter. I value them as merchants
" do their thips, not by the gilded head and ftern, the ncat-
nefs of their mould, or curious flags and ftrecamers, but
by the foundnefs of their bottoms, largenefs of their ca-
pacity, and richnefs of their cargo and loading. The
quality of this fubjet neceflitates in many places the ufe
of fcholaftic terms, which will be obfcure to the vulgar
reader ; but apt and proper words muft not be rejefted
for their obfcurity, except plammer words could be found
that fit the {ubjet as wecll, and are as fully expreflive of
the matter. The unneceflary 1 have avoided, and the
reft explained as I could.

The principal fruits I efpecially aim at, both to my
own and the readetr’s foul, are, that whilit we contem-
plate the freedom, pleafure, and fatisfation of that fpiri.
tual, incorporezl people, who dwell 1n the region of light
and joy; and are hercby forming to ourielves a true fcrip-
tural 1dea of the blefled ftate ot thole difeimbodied ipirits
with whom we arc to {erve and converfz in the temple
worfhip in heaven ; and come more exphicitly and dif-
tin&ly to underftand the conftitution; order, and delight-
ful employment of thofe our everlafting affociates ; e
may anfwerably fecl the fond and inordinate love of this
animal life fubdued ; the frightful mafk of death drop off
and a more pleafing afpedt appear; that no upright {ouk
that thall read thefe difcourfes may henceforth be convul-
fed by the name of death. but cheertully afpire, and witls
a pleafant cupeltation wait for the blefled {eafon of its
tranfhortation to that bleffed aflembly. It 1s certainiy
our ignorancc ot the hfe of heaven, that makes us dote
as we do upon the prefent. There 1s a gloom, a thick
mift overfpreading the next life, and Inding even from the

eves



THE PRETFA C E 19

eyes of believers, the glory that is there. We fend forth
our thoughts to penetrate this cloud, but they return to
us without the defired fuccefs : we reinforce them with 2
fally of new and morc vigorous thoughts, but {kill
they come back in confufion and difappointment, as to any
perfe&t account they can bring us from thencc; though
the oftener and clofer we think, {till the more we grow up
into acquaintance with thefe excellent things.

Another benefit 1 pray for, and ecxpe& from thefe la-
bours, is, that by defcribing the hornd ftate of thofe {ouls

which go the other way, and fhewing to the hiving the
difmal conditionr of {ouls departed in their unregenerate

{tate, fome may be awakened to a {eafonable and effeftual
confideration of their wretched condition, whilft yct they
continue under the. means and among the inftruments of
their {alvation. i

VWhatever the fruit of this difcourfe fhall be to others,
I {hall have caufe to blefs God for the adv antages 1t hath
already given me. I begin to find more than ever I have
done, in the {eparate {tate of fanttified fouls, all that is
capabie of attrating an intelle€tual nature : and if God
will but ix my mind upon this ftate, and caufe pleafed
thoughts about it to {ettle 1mto a {teady frame and temper,
I hope 1 fhall daily more and more depreciate and defpife
tlits common way of exiftence in a corporeal prifen ; and
when the blefled feafon of my departure 1s at hand, I fhall
take a cheerful farewel of the greater and leffer world, to
which my foul hath been confined, and have an abundant
entrance, through the broad gate of affurance, unto the
plefled unbodied inhabitants of the world to gome,

SYLLABUS



