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PREFACE
Dear Frienp, | .

q S the Reading of what God bas done for bhe |

Souls of otbers, batb beem much bleffed tv

mine own Soul 5 and believing it may be of
ﬁme Ufe to the ji'amr’d Lambs of Cbrifp’s Flock, 1
| "bave from Time to Time (for upwards of swo Years)
'\ beew moved, (not anly by the Perfuafions of Friends,
\ but from the Werd of God, fuch as, Ye alfo fhall
| bear Witnefs, becaufe ye have been with ,me
' from the Beginning, and what thou feeft write

., U v G-

in a Book, and fend to the Churches) 1o print

my Expmence I am now fuily- perfuaded that it
is the Will of God my Saviour, that I fbould for
bis:Glory and boly Nam Sake, thusfimply tefify of
bis ﬁqberabundaat, rich, free, fovereigh Grace and
Love to me the Chief of Sinners, fo sbat bis People
may bave Reafon te rejoice, iwat their Brotber

A2 which
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MePREFACE
mw ‘wa: Iaj? u mw fomxd and that Sinmers my
b ordatly éncouvigad 20 come to- the Wounds and

Blood of a crucified Saviour, trufting 1o bim for |

" Redemption, Fuptification and Righteoufnefs, believ-
~ gng be will in no wife caft out thofe that come to bim
by Faith.

If apy Ti bmg in, the following Lines fbould be
found éither 1 cowfart or. warng the Heart of but
one of God’s dear Children, may be or jbe give alf
tbe Glory to bim that fitteth on the fI'brane', and to
#he Lamb 5 that be only may be ¢xalted ; and that
Men might be brought 1o come and truf in bis

$
i
!

Nawe, is the only- Aim, Endy Wifp and Praycr, |

ef your .
ot Brothcr in Cmus'r Jf.svs,

. X . .
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A Short Aéc'oﬁnt |
Of the Experwnce &c.

S %%Y Patents were of the Church of England,
% 1111119 who brought me up in that Way after
};I M ;'Zi the ftricteft Manner, and (had it beenin
%&"” *'* their Power) would have kept me from
W@ the Pollutions which are in the World ;
but after all their Care, I foon fthewed a
corrupt Nature, and was carried away with moft of the
Sins Children of my Age were capabie of committing ;
fuch as ftealing from other Children, telling Lies, and
being eafily provoked and obftinate. Very early I had
Trouble of Soul, thro’ Convictions for Sin, and the firft
awful Thoughts ] T had that concerned me,was (I believe)
in the Year 1716, at a Time when there was great
Lights in the Air. I thought then of 2 future State,and
. of Eternity, with very ftrong Terror of Mind. I was
afraid the Elements were melting with a fervent Heat,
and that the whole World was going to be burnt with
‘Fire and Brimffone, and that the*Day of Judgment was
drawing nigh. I trembled, and cncd out, O that ] had
never hm born ! far now J /ball come io a fudden and /mr-

ju.



Wl E nd, and what will become of me afterwards I Anow
“net. But as the Lights dxfappcared my Fears for that
Time went off alfo.

- When'I was about the Age of thlrteen, T was feized
again with Convi@ions one Night when I was in Bed :
The Lord fhewed me my finful Nature in fome Méa-
fure, and how [ deferved Damnation. All my Sins
feem’d to be fet inArray againft me,& ftrongHorror and
Amazement took hold on my Heart ; I was afraid the

Lord had laid his Hand on me to-fend me quick down
to eternal Torments; - 2pd,in Confufidri4 ] ¢ ¢ry’d, figh’d
and fobb’d, as if my Heart would have burﬂ 1 truly
watered my Bad wnth my Tears that Night, under a

. deep Senfe of my Sins; but as fome.other Thoughts
ﬁole in, my Frights wore off, and I hoped and wifh’d
would never return again to difturd my Breaft : But
ever after this, I was (at Times) in Terror, and under
a Dread of Hell, and afraid to bc alone, or in the Dark,
feft the Devil fhould meet me ; fo that I could never
fiiid any folid Peace in all the Changeé of Life I pafled
through ; for in the Midit of the gréateft Pleafures and

worldly Erjoymcnts, fuch Thoughts, tho’ I ftrove great-

Iy againft them, together with the Sting of a guilty
Confcience, made me unhappy, being fill afraid of be-
ing called to Judgment before 1 was prepared.

“About two or three Years after, I being for fome
Time at a Relation’s Houfe, did there light upon the
Pilgrim's Progrefs,which made great Impreflions’é my
Mmd and affected me to a great Degree. 1 bélighe
it was taken Notice of, for the Book was lock’d op?
and the World into which I was now going, foon wdre
thofe Impreflions out of my Mind, and Vanity, to
which I was much add:&cd,tookPlacc in myHcart. So

ghat
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that from Infancy.I lived in one continual Scene of Sins ;
and as my: Yeafg-eacrealed, fo did my Sins, the chief:
of which was Coveteoufnefs, Paffion, Pride; Lying,
profane Difeoutfe;finging of filthySongs,Sabbath-break-
ing; keeping Hlf Company, Plays, Revelling and Danc-
ing, evil Coneupifence, and that curfed Delufion -of
playing at Cards; .yet for all I ¢ommitted thefe open
Sins, befides the fecret Abominations of my wicked
Heart, I took Delight in goingito Church, hearing the
Minifter preach, feeing them in their different Habits,
&'c.- So was I catried away with the Form of Godlinefs
withoit havirg, -or-defiring -to have any of thePower
thCl’COf in‘(ﬁy Heare.: | S A VR LS BT
- Thus I went'éniiin a State of Natlire, which wis truly
a State of Sinind:Folly, Year dfter Year'; I foldom
committed Sin without Convi€lions:-foHowing: :clofe af-
ter ; nor did.I'allow of Sin,:but condemn’d ic¢-inv myfelf
and others, yet had'no Power over it, being fold ander
Sin, and a Bond 8lave to Satan. -In* this Condition 1
fhould ftill-hive lived:and died, had I not beén-found
of God when I fought him not. - ( Ibelieve } in Fuly
1738, 3 Friend of mine called to fe¢ me on-a Sunday
in the Aftérnooh, “and defired me: to take 2 Wiallke with
him: To whom ¥ anfwered, # thoughe it was betser. to
go to Church than to be walking ubost: in Time.- of divine
Service.  He afk’d me then, .7 Fwokld o t» Kenning-
ton-Common, and bear Mr.Whitefield preach. > Is there
ot Churches enough in London'(fid 1) withoat golng 1c
sbe Commons and- Highways, and.making the "Kowbip of
Gad 10 appear Jo vuigar and Wﬁfﬁd. I u.ged much
%i'n&_ the Way of preaching its Fitlds, and againft Mr.
Whitefield, hewing a Diflike to both. However, I was
prevailed on' to go for Curiofity’s'Sake. When wr
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camé to. the Place; (he having begun) the Multitude,
being fo great, we could not get near enough- to hear.
I got Sight of him, and his Habit pleafed me much; 1
thought within myfelf, that I thould be glad to hear him
once. In afew Weeks after, the fame Perfon came
and called me up very early in the Morning, to go with,
him to Moor-fields to hear Mr. Whitefild again. 1 was
ynwilling to go at firft; but a8 the Remainder of the
Sabbath Day was to be a Day of Pleafure, 1 confented ;
and away we went. K e
- We came to the Place of Preaching before the Mini-
fter; and joined ourfelvds.to the Side of the Congrega-.
tion, which before he came was {0 grest; that we were.
inclofed in the Midft-of many Thoufands:. " I food ftill
with my Hat on, and had no Defign to take it off, but
fome fanding by me faid to me; Pull off yaur Hat, with,
whom 1 .was very angry, and faid, #hat  fhould 1 pull,
off my Hat for ? any Body may walk in the Highways or
Fields with their Hat on, and fuppofe.that d.baye a Ming.
to fland flill in the Fields with my Hat en, what is that to.
youy or any Body elfe ¢ But fome ip their Zeal began,
ta talk very roughly to.me on the one Hand, whilg
fome on the other, faidy That I might be afbamed to fhew
1o more Refpec? to the Preaching of the Word-of God. . Q,
faid 1,(laughing) I fmow twhere to fhow Refpelt and where,
to bear the Word 'of God Preached with Decency and in.Or~
der, as Chriffians ought 12 do, meaping in the Churches.
. After-1 had done; with the Peqple;. 1 Jook’d belore
me, and faw my Companion with his Hat off : Well,
thought I, to end Difpuges, 1 will off with mine too.:,
Idid fo, and well it was:1 did ; for ] heard but little
ere I had Occafion for jt to hide my Eyes, which weig
now: like Springs, and.my Face feemed turn’d to RW“?
, | )
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of Water ; the Word came with Power, fharper than
any two-edged Sword ; the Arrows of the Almighty
entered into my Heart, and thé Terror of the Lord feiz-
ed my inmoft Saul; Sbith, Awdke thou that Slecpefl, arife,
and come to Fudgment. '1 wanted to fee my Friend in
like Confufion wth myfelf, for if fo, I thought hé
could not laugh at me ; but I'faw ho Alteration in his
Face, and fo I was afraid tolet hirh feé 'my Diforder ;
but, thought I, when this Day’s Pleafure is over, I will
never pafs any more Sabbath Days with my old Compa-
nions in Pleafure-taking again. -
From this Time I felt myfelf carnal, and fold under
Sin, and found no Power to refift Sin, or to withftand
any one Temptation ; nay, Temptations befet me more
now than ever, and I fell daily a Prey to my own
Heart’s Luft, and the common Enemy. Soon after I
heard a Sermon preached by Mr. Whitefield, on the Pa-
rable of the ten Virgins ; where I was convinced, that
if the Voice of the Arch-Angel was then to call, and
the Trump of God to found, 1 fhould be in as terrible
a Cafe as the five foolifh Virgins were, not having
Grace in mv Heart ; I then promifed the Lord to.watch
and pray, to prepare my Lamp, and be ready to nieet

him at his Coming, that 1 might enter in with ths

Bridegroom to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb ; but
was not convinced that it was out of my own Power to
make myfelf whole." o .

At Times I found two Powers at War within, fo
that I was brought daily more and mgre into Captivity
of Sin and Death : 1 had no Power over Sin, neither
had I Power to forfake the Preaching of the Gofpel, "al-
tho’ I attended it with Frights and Fears, left any one
Iknew, fhould {ce me, ang laugh me to Scorn, aﬂﬁ

Ca
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- call me one of Whitefield’s Difciplesy (as moft were that
favoured him, or the Do&rines of the Gofpel of our
Lord Fefus Chrift.) Sol went on in Difquietude’ and
Vexation of Soul, not knowing what to do to be faved,
for I finned and repented, and repented and finned, till
I was quite tired of both,and was often tempted to blaf-
pheme the Name of God for making me, and at other
Times for making me miferable : Sometimes I thought
God had made me, and had forgotten me ; and at other
Times again I thought he had made me to be for ever
unhappy, and took Delight in tormenting me, and had
hardened my Heart, and given me up to commit all
Iniquity with Greedinefs : Again, at other Times I
much queftioned whether there was a God? Whether
all Things did not come by Chance? If fo, faid I,
there is no Heaven nor Happinefs to wifh for, nor any
Hell to be afraid of, from whcnce then comes this
Trouble within? Or why am I {o caft down and dif-
quieted ? But furely (thought I} there is a God, aend
the Spirit muft return to God whe gave it.

I now was forry that I had ever once concerned my-
felf about Religion, or enquired my Way Zionward ;
O (faid ) that God would but let me alone while 1 live in
this Waorldy and fend me quick down to Hell, without ever
awakening me or difturbing my Confcience, that 1 may not
have one here, and another hereafter : Wo is me, ”ﬁ:r 4
am undene, 1 am born to be for ever unhappy in this World,
and that alfo which is to come : for I have trav[ire(fed and
broken God’s Laws and Commandments all my Life pajt,
and even now have not Power to keep any ome of them,
¢ither in Thought, Ward, or Deed, to make an offended
God Amends : For fometimes I was ftrongly pofleffed
to think, that if I could leave my evil Courfes, and for-

| get
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get my former Sins, it was all that the Lord would re-
quire of me : - But now thefe Wards hung heavy on my
Heart, Whofoever keepeth the whele Law, and offendeth
but in ol Point, he is guilty of the whole ; and again,
Carfd"icf"w”y one that continueth not in all Things of the
Book of the Law to do them 5 and thus faith the Lord, in
the Sin that thou finnef}, thou fbalt furely die : This made
me ftartle and cry out, who then can be faved ?

- lagain began to look into the Scriptures, promifing
God and myfelf, to become more acquainted with the
written Word ; but alals ! thofe facred Lines foon
grew very tirefome to me; for when I read therein,
inftead of finding Comfort for my Soul in them, I found
nothing but Condemnation ; they pointed me out to be
the Man fitted for Wrath ; for when I read that no un-
holy Thing can come into the Prefence of a moft holy
and pure God : #%ll, (thought I) now I will bave done
with Scripture, for inflsad of [ecing the Glory of the Lord
in the Promifes of the Gofpei of Peace, 1 can [ee nothing
but the Thunders and Terrors of the fiery Law. 1 will

(faid I) find me out fome other Way to fettle the trou-
bled Waters of my difturbed Confcience ; 1 will not
concern myfelf with holy Writ, for it faith, He that
knoweth his Mafler’s Will, and doth it not, fhall be beaten
with many Stripes. Therefore it is of no Service for
me to know the Will of the Lord, feeing [ cannot do
it: So I laid by the Bible, with a Defign never to look
into it again ; yet I thought that I would live a good
honeft Life, and to comfort me, I will take my Swing
of what the World calls innocent Diverfion, fuch as
vifiting, playing an innocent Game at Cards, going to
the Plays every now and then, ¢, to pafs away that
Time which I was ftill afgid would be too fgon gone ;

2 ' for



for Elermty foupdey mmy Ears and I knew. thatI ad;
not on the c._‘-; f_f ment,ndr had my Lansy bm‘rﬁ
in

g'So accordmg to my Purpofe 1 became th Mllmg
Servant of Sin, my Time was taken up’ with ] Com-

any more and more, and [ ftrove now to také&greater
f)ehght in feeing Plays than befqre, and much wifh’d
to be an Adter myfelf having conceived a Perfuafion
that I fhould fpeak before a great Audxtory before I died.
Ihada Notxon of being very rich, and, thought I, Aow
good and generous | would be to the Paor 1 will endeawur
to make my Relativas bappy, and direc? tbem how they fhall
make others fo:  But in the Midft of this there was fill
a Remember that for all thefe Things thou muft come’ to
Zudgmmt ; the Thoughts of which confounded 3] my

eft Withes and Hopes, and made ¢ry again and again,
What fhall 1do to be Javed? O t/)a! God would let go bis
Fand, and flrike me into my rimitive Nothing, tnat 1
may not live in a fearful Expeclation o)' 1 krow not “what
Change ! 1 knew not which was my worft Enemy, my

own wnd.cd Heart, or the old Dragon which gpeth a-

bout fecking whom he may dcvour, who tempted me -

to cat, drink, and be merry, for by and by weuld be
Time enough for Repentance ; and glad fhould'| lmv
been to have foliowed his Advice, and fay, as I hav
often done, to my accufing Confcience : Go thy Ilay
Jor this 7}71e, wwhen 1 bave a mare con'vemm! beafon, 1
will call for tlce.

Indced my Soul-Trouble increafed daily more and
more ; fo that nothing could now divert my Thoughts
Day nor Nizht, two mw} ty Powers were fghiing in
my Heare, Convi&lions and Tcmptatnom both ?«:fe

camg like Thunder Claps toacd‘.qt, neither ‘¢auld [
diftin:
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diftinguifh the one from the other. I found I wanted,
if by any Means I could, to do fomething to affwage
the Wrath of an'angry God, %2 end this Conteft, and
feconcile myfelf to him ; and to this End I began to

. faft and pray, _kept clofe to Duties both publit’ 4nd pri-

vate, went commonly three or four Times a Day to
Church, and ‘was very much troubled if I miffed any
dne Opportunity :* The Times-of going to the Play
Houfe I now fpent in the Houfe of Prayer ; at which
Places I very often caft my Eyes round to fee ‘how de-
vout the Congregation were, and who look’d the moft
godly ; and as I once did fo, L efpied a young Man'
whom T took great Notice of, who behaved as'one of
fingular Piety and Devotion, whom when I faw I envy’d
and thought, ah, he remembers his Creator in the Days
of his Youth ; but as for me, my Time is pafj{, the
Day ¢t {3race is over, and I have nothing more to ex-
pect, but my fearful Sentence at the Day of Judgment,
which is very nigh at Hand. ~If thefe Thoughts ceafed,
1 prayed and befought the Lord to give me {fome Chrif-
tian Friend to comfort my troubled Soul, and help mie
on'my Way ; but whiic I prayed, I thought God will

“ever bear the Prayers of fo vile'dnd cwicked @' Wretch as
e : No, bz sicver atill bave Mercy on ine, or at leaft till

¥ iiale myfelf better 3 not once thoutht all the while,
that Coriff came only to feck and fave the Loft, and ‘that
I was to gb fo him for Righteoufnefs, but was endea-
vouriug to mzkc a Saviour of my ‘Duties, and to that
End ac Church and in private, I prayed 7, 8, or g
‘Times a Day, and often fafted and prayed 2ll Day long ;

payr, I praycd till I knew not what to pray for, and was

teanpted racdier to blafpheme, whif:'h made me fay with
' ' Teais,
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Tears, I would to Ged I bad never been born, or that 1
bad died when I bung at my Moether’s Breafi.

The more I ftrove the worfe I was, for now I began
to fee more and more of a finful Nature beneath the
ragzed Covering of myReligion and Self-Righteoufnefs.
Very often while I fat folitary by myfelf, thinking of
thefe Things, it would come into my Mind, Soul, yet
lackeft thou one Thing ; 1 ftudied over and over again
what that fhould be, but could not think of any other
Way but making myfelf better, and growing more re-
ligious by a Round of Duties.

About this Time I heard that a Perfon whom I had
formerly fome fmall Acquaintance with, was grown
very fober and religious : 1 wrote to him, and he came
one Day and fournd me in Tears over the Bible ; we
had fome Talk together, after which he invited me to
come and pafs the next Sabbath Day with him, which
I did accordingly, and in the Evening he took me to a
Society of young Men, at St. zolm’s Church, Wapping,
the moft Part of whom I foon became acquainted with-
~ al, but efpecially three or four of them, amongft which
Number was one of my own Name ; but what was
more, he was a Chriftian indeed, a Child of God, and
blefled be the Name of the Lord, who foon ripened him
and took him home to Glory.

I now grew more regular in my Duties, though I of-
ten tired in the Ways of Religion, for I knew nothing
of that Lové which cafteth out Fear, or of that Service
which is perfe Freedom : I would have given out,
bad not the Fear of Hell taken hold upon me: Sol
ftrove and ftrove to build a Babe/ upon the fandy Foun- -
dation of my own Works: Come, faid 1 to my Soul,
be shou of good Comfort, for God will bear thy Pray:r;‘,:

‘a
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and parden thy Sins, if thou keepeft clofe to thy Clofet,
that fball procure thee Peace at the lafi. 1 never once
looked for the Foundation Chrif?, but lay’d the Foun-
dation Self, and the Superftruéture was my own Duties 3
and {o fuperftitious was I now to believe that God was
pleafed with my Performance, and that all was well,
that I was furely running the Ways of God’s Com-
mandments, and that I need not fear but I fhould get
to Heaven at laft, till one Night being in Bed I tho’t
that I heard the Voice of a Man call to me by Name ;
I ftarted up to liften, but not hearing any Thing more
of it, I lay down again, and was thinking whether I
had been afleep, or in a Dream ; but while I thus tho’t,

‘I heard my Name called much louder than before, at

which I jump’d out of Bed, thinking it might be fome
Body in the Sureet, but before I got to the Window the
Voice feemed (o be clofe as one by me, faying, in an
angry Tonc, H’hat 10ill you not come yet ? at which 1
was ftruck with fuch Terror and Confufion, I knew
not what to fay or do, I ftood trembling where 1 was
for fome Time, dared not ftir backwards nor forwards.
O (thought 1) if this fbould be a warning of me to Death,
what will become of my poor Soul 2 O what fhall 1 do,

for I dare not look an angry God in the Face in the Day of

Fudsment ! 470 is me that ever I was born, &c. Indeed
1t was a bitter Night to my Soul, glad fhould 1 have
been for the Rocks and Mountains to have fallen on
me, and covered me from the Face of him that fitte'h
on the Throne, and from the Lamb. I wanted much

- to fee the Light of another Day ; but in the Morning 1

wifhed it were Evening, and in the Evening I w:fhed
it were Morning : I could now again get no Reft Day
nor Night,though [ fought it carefully, and with Tears :

- Conlciency
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Confcience now was waken’d, notwithftanding I en-
deavour’d to lay it afleep, if by any Means I could.

I continued flill afraid of being alone, could not reft
nor fettle myfelf to any Thing ; could not read except
I was in Bed, and often would go to Bed feveral Hours
before Night, where I made an Agreement with my-
felf to read fo many Chapters before I flept ; but this
Contra& was foon broke, it being too great a Tatk :
I begun again to grow tired of the facred Lines. So I
laid afide the holy Scriptures, and what to do now I did
not know, for Company grew as tirefome to me; as
Reading or being alone ; nay, at laft the very Sight of
my intimate Acquaintance was a Burden to me, which
often made me wring my Hands and cry, 7% is me, for
I am undone, my Prayers are an Abomination to God, and
Scripture and my own Heart condemn me :  Without Hols-
nefs no Flefh fhall [ee the Lord ; be certainly bath given
me up 1o a reprabate Mind, to heap up to my [elf IVrath
againft the Day of Vrath ; my Iniquities are 100 much 19
be forgiven, and my Burden is greater than I can bear. 1
knew not which Way to turn myfelf, my Aflictions
. Were fo great.  Often [ thought to go away into fome
Defert, where I might never fee the Face of Human-
kind again ; but efpecially when Mr. "Fhiteficld was
going abroad, I thol\/u};ht to go privately away after
him and by fome Means get acquainted him there;
. and, thought I, may be I may get fome fort of Employ-
ment to keep me from flarving, but if not, it is no
great Matter, for I am near the Brink of Ewcraity go
which Way I will, or do what I can.

Now Temptations came thicker and fafter, and grew
ftronger than ever they had done before, and fo far did
they get the Afcendant gver me, that I thought I fhould
R never
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hever be able to wait for Death, which 1 was fo afraid
of, but would go and meet it in dll its Terrors, fo I
lock’d myfelf into my Room, and took a Knife in my
Hand ; but before I rid me of this miferable Life (faid I)
4 will afk the Lord 16 pardom ime. 1 fell on my Knees by
the Bed-fide and burft out into Tears, Notv (faid 1) 1
fball never fee any Body in this World again, Lord thow
noweft that wy Burden is intolerable, 1am no longer able
1o fupport under it, therefore 1 befeech thee 1o forgive me
this borrible Crime, &c. While in this Pofture beg-
ging for Mercy with Groans unutterable, a Thought
came into my Heart,that the Lerd knew I was oppr ffed,
and may be would undertake for me. 1 laid by the Knife
with Shame and Confufion of Face, yet I went about
very difconfolate, heavy, ahd broken:-hearted with ina-
hy ftrong Temptations to ppt an End to fo wrétched a
Life. Ifpent Nights and Days, nay Months, in ftu-
dyiiig how I fhould compleat that Work, and by what
Means. Poifon wa$ what 1 much thought oh, but
knew not what Sort to get, nor where to get it without
being fufpe€ted; which gave me great Trouble, fo that
one Night I got out of Bed and fetthed a Knifé to Bed
with me, with a Refolution that that thould be the fatal
Tirhe of myDeliverance. 1 laid ine down on my Back
with the Knife in one Hand, whilel felt with the other
which Ribbs to run it between, that it might go to my
Heart. With deep and broken Sjghs and Cries for
Mercy, I fell into a profound Sleep and waked not till
late the next Morning, when I found the Knife lying
‘by my Side. I called on the Name of the Lord, and
faid, Surely thou baft detcrmined that I [ball hot come 10 a
fearful End, &s, c R "
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.. If I heard any-Body merrp, and laugh, alas, thaught
I, my Mirth is for ever an{evg at angEnd. If I.;!:g?d |
any curfing and [wearing, fo, thought I, doth God ac-
count of my Prayers, Ifurely fhall be driven from a-
mongft the Sons of Men, and be made a Partaker with
the Bealts, as Nebucb‘cfﬁczzcn Kiiig of Babylon was, for
I wandred up and down froqn' Nace 40 Place. . Got jn-
to the Fields and under the Hedges till I was almoft
ftarved, my Legs would hardly {fupport my Body, and
I being o altered, thofe that knew me took Notice of
it, but none guefled at my Djfeafe, nor really knew
what was mj. Ifog,éx, nar could ] tell it to any. one,

N -

being fo tempted; tp keep all to myfelf, tho’ my natural

Temper was: to {peak all Things I knew. I thought
that if T was byt thtell to any ane; what Trouble of
Mind,vl;lin‘dcﬁwqtit;) that they would be fure to tell it
again to others, fo that I fhould. be Jpughed at and be
called Fool or mad ; the latter 1 often wifh’d 1. was,
that I might not be_fenfible of the bitter Pangs of a
troubled Mind, and thought I would rather go down to
Hell with it than any one thould know any Part of the
Sorrows which I paft through.  Neither was this all,
for Troubles without befet me, Men rofe up fpeaking
perverfe Things, fo that I found no greater Foes than
thofe of my own Houfhold.

- I now went from one Place of divine Worthip to an-
other ; fometimes I thought the Quakers were right,
at other Times I thought other Sorts of Diffenters (of
one Denomination or other) wereright ; at laft I tho’t
of all People, the Roman Catholicks were right, for
(faid I) they take the moft Pains of any People I know ;

“and if Salvation is of Works (as I then thought it was)
no Sett of People whatfoever has fo good a Right to the
Kingdom of Heaven as they. One
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~ One Day I had got a little Book cailed the Life of
God in the Soul of Man, and was reading in it when a
Minifter of the effablifbed Church eame in, to whom I
fhewed the Book,afking him, if be bad éver feenit. He
took it and read the Title-Page, and gave it me back,
Jaying it was an enthufiaflical Thing.: 1 awn 1" was
flartled at what he faid, tho’ I did not well underftand
what the Term Enthufigflical meant, but thought it was
fomething bad. 1 had found fome Sweetnefs in readin

the Book before, and thought it one of the beft Books

had ever read ; but now I believed -the Comfort. I had
reccived in reading it might be a Delufion, efpecially
when I confidered how a learned Minifter had flighted
it, and called it an enthufiaftical Thing. Many difturb-
ing Thoughts pafled over my Mind about what the
Minifter faid, becaufe 1 thought he was learned, fo
could not be deceived ; nor was I eas’d till the Lord
brought thefe Scriptures to my Mind, 1 thank thee O
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haft bid

thefe Things from the Wife and Prudent, and hafl revealed
them unto Babes, &c.

Scarce was I eas’d of the Trouble I had on Account
of this, but I grew very uneafy on ancther Affair which
had long been fome Trouble to me, and that was: be-
caufe I had never been confirmed ; and after I had been
_burden’d a great while wrth this Temptation, . ] went
to Coven Gardem Church and was confirmed, but was
nothing the betcer, but rather grew worfe ; then I rea
ceived the Sacrament, and as foon as 1 had fo done,
thought, fure I have eat and drank my own Damnation,
not difcerning the Lord’s Bedy. So was I again huniied,
that [ withed God would let me alone and have ncthing
to do with me for ever ; and fearing now I fhould live

: Ca2 o to
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fo 3 very great Age, gave me much Uneafinefs, and
made me often cry, would to God 1was bid in the filent
Grave, and my Name blosted out of the Book of bis Re-
membrance.

‘Having much Time on my Hands, Ithought ifI had
fome conftant Employment I thould be more fettled and
compefed in Mmd Accordingly I hired a Houlfe, fit-
ted up a Shop, fo was got into the Affairs of the World,
but the Lord ‘would not fuffer me go ftay there long ere
] was in fome Meafure fenfible of my Chains, whnch
made me cry to the Lord for Deliverance, and he heard
me in the Time of Trouble, and remarkably helped me
out of my Diftrefs ; fo I left my Houfe, fold my Things,
got a private Lodgmg, and was determined to wait the
Lord’s Leifure, and fee what he would do with me.

So I now had much Timc again upon my Hands, and
knew not how to employ myfelf,but wzs tempted to go
into theService of my oldMafter theDevil as formerly, by
playing at Cards, keeping of Company, and had ftrong
Inclinations to contra@ an Intimacy with two common
Women ; yet tho’ I often finned with them in my
Heart, the Lgrd Fefus, by his preventing Grace, did
from this Time keep me from falling into any actual
Snsin that Way.

One Day as 1 was vifiting fome Acquaintance, a
Gentlewoman came in whom 1 had never feen before,
who hearing me drop famie Words of Scripture in my
Difcourfe, look’d on me very contemptuoufly, and afk-
ed me if L had cver bears Mr. Whitefield 2 1 faid, yes,
fe'veral Times. She mfwered in Anger, I [uppofe you
are one of bis Fo)! Jowers, and, faid ﬁhc, his Doltrine is
wicked Dal2rine. T anfwered, Madam, it don't Jiznify

who we ’oilow fa we do but follow: our Lard jefus C/mzf
ut
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but pray Madam ((aid 1) did you ever bear Mr. Hhise-
field 2~ No (faid fhe) I never go 2o bear any of them for
fear I fhould like them : This is (1 fear) the Cafe of too
many in the World, they fpeak Evil of they know not
what (as I mvfelf had done ) and are afraid to hear for
themlelves, left thev (hould he convinced, and fo be-
come fel*-denying Difciples wit%. them,of a fclf-denying
Lord: However, in our Difcourfe I found my Heart
warmed with more than human Love toward this defs
pifed Minifter of Chrift, and could not but count him
happy in that he was fo reproached and fpcken evil of
for his Mafter’s Sake, and at the Clofe of our Difconife
under fome particular Refrefhment of Soul, I then took
my Leave of the Company and the Gentlewcman with
faying, well Madam, if God doth not require fo muck sf
his Creatures as thefe Miniflers teach,they who believe ther
Doltrine are right, but if the Lord doth require it at o:r
Hoands, what will becor:e of you and 12 &c.

Soon after I was gone home to my Lodging, it came
to my Mind that I had heard of aPlace built fomewhere
near Moorfields, where the Miethodifts preached every
Sunday Morning at fix o’Clock ; this was the whole
Account [ kad, for I had not feen nor heard Mr. White-
Jield for near two Years. Well, thought I, next Sun-
day [ will go and fce if [ can find the Place ; according-
ly when the Morning came, I went to Moorfields, and
by following the Crouds of People, I came to a Gate
where a Man ftood who feem’d ferious ; | afked him
very foftly (for I was always afraid any Body fhould
‘hear me afk a Queftion about thofe Pcople) #hat Place
that was within there ? he anfwer’d me very roughly,
1 fuppofe (faid he) you know what Plaze it is without afk-
tng 5 it is Whiteficld’s Tabernacle. His Way of anfwer-

ing
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ing cut me to the Heart, fluttered me, and made me
think if 1 had not found it I would have afked no more
after it, but in I went, and foon I heard the People
(whifpering) fay, bere be csmes. 1 bagan now to be
much pleafed, and looked towards the Pulpit to fee my
favorite Mr. WV bitefield (in his Gown) appear ; but in-
ftead of him I faw a young Man (Mr. Cennick) ftand up
in thePlace of thePreacher without aGown,at which m
Anger arofe, and I thought what doth that little infig-
nificantThing do there. I was jndeed as much difpleaf-
ed at his Perfon, as | was before pleafed to find thePlace,
however | thought, fince I was there, I would” ftay to
hear what the Youth had to fay ; I flayed accordingly,
and before he had done his Prayer my Heart was amaz-
ingly affeCted and drawn towards him, faving to God,
Lord, whom haft thou raifed up, Surely with thee there is
no Refpelt of Perfons. He preached that Morning on
the Cleanfing of Naaman, and fpiritualized ali the Hif-
tory, and then invited poor leprous Sinners to wafth in
the River of the Blood of 7¢/us, and make them clean.
As he preached, 1was aftonithed, and thought he was
to my Soul, as the little Maid that waited on Naaman’s
Wife, who told Naaman there was a Prophet in Ifrae!
who would cure him of his Leprofy ; I now felt indeed
the Want of that one Thing needful, the Blood of a cra-
cified Saviour to be applied to my Soul, to wafth away
the Burden of Sins which weighed me down: And
when I caft my Eyes round the Place, and faw it not
adotned like other Places of Worfhip in which I had-fo
delighted, a Thought came into my Mind that this’
Scripture was to be fulfilled, which had long lain cn my
Mind, try all Things, hold fafl to that which is gond : |
think, I then departed full of Love to the Meflenger for
Chrift’s Sake.  {
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I cried now to theLord to let this be the Perfon which
I had fo long prayed for as a Companion to comfort my
troubied Soul ; neither was I cut of Hope,but it would
be fo, but how it could be brought about I knew not.

From the Time I heard him, I was more and more
awakened ;  found many Temptations to defpair of
Mercy, to be impatient, ¢F¢. Tho’ now might it be
faid of me, as once of Paul, Behold he prayeth. I began
to wreftle with the Lord for Faith that I might come to
the Fordan of Chrift’s Blood, and wafth my leprous Soul:
I now, and not till now, truly faw my own Wretch-
ednefs and Poverty, and the great Want I had of the
Merits of Fefus Ciriff. I fcund nothing now but God
could do me any Good ; one Deep truly cried to ano-
ther ; for in theDepth of Mifery did I cry to theDepth
of Chrif’s Merits and Mecrcy., My Wants increafed
continually more and more, for I faw thc Need of a
better Saviour than all my own Prayers, Faitings, Cries
and Tears could make me: But O (faid 1) furely 1 fpall
never fee the Lord in the Land of the Living.

In the Midft of thefe Toflings, at Times, it came
into my Mind, that may be the Lord would pardon me
for fefus’s Suke, and had a Mind to be graciaus, be-
caufc he did not cut me down. What, thought ], can
be the Reafon God fpares me, for fure lam, that Iam
ripe for Deftruction ; never one went down to Hell that
deferved Damnation more than I. Who knows (tho’t
I) but I may be faved. et often under the Word my
Knees would knock together, and my Flefh and Bones
trembled exceedingly. left I fhouid be made a living
Monument of Ged’s Wrath ; and when I remembred
Lot’s Wife, I thought in my Heart, ah, like her have
1 looked back again and again after cusfed Sin, which

hath
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liath offendéd God & fet me at f; great aDiﬂan‘ce from

his Mercias in Chriff Fefus ; yet was | refolved to look
towards his Temple, and abide clofe in hearing the
Word preached, and thought if I perith, I will perifh
here in the Way of Means. y

But as [ came out of the Tabetnacle one Morning, a
Gentlewoman (‘to whom I was an entire Stranger) came
up to me, and afked if I had ever heard how this young
Gentleman came into the Miniflry 2 1 faid, No, 1 knew
nothing of him : She then offered to lend me a Book

wherein (if I would read) I'might fee the Dealings of

God with his Soul ; 1 refufed at firft to take the Book,
faying, [ fear 1 fball not know you again to return it, bug
fhe infifted on my taking it, with faying, that the thould
know me again ; at laft | was prevailed on to accept of
“her Kindnefs, fo thanking her, I parted and went home:
The Book was Mr. Cennick’s firft Volume of Hymns,
the Preface of which is his Experience. As foon as I
was at my Lodgings I began reading, but not without
Multitudes of Tears, well knowing he had not been un-
fenfible 8f the Load of Chains wherewith my Soul was
bound, nor of the Miferies and Convi&ions [ laboured
undcr. I Jaid me down on the Bed with a Defign to
read it thro’, if myGrief (which was very great) would
permic me, but when I came to the Place where hé
fpeaks of drinking the Dregs of the bitter Cup, I could
read no more for Tears ; 1 thought my Heart would
have burft with Sighs and Sobs, my Soul was in an As
gony for fometime,and when I was recovered, I couid
not help thinking, i /hellnever be bsrn again, alas ! alas!
1 hall never fee the Kingdom of Gos.  And as I thus lay
bemoaning myfelf, thofe Words came with Power to
my Mind, /#ill God bring ta the Birth and not give

Strength -



-

r
l
i
!

(25)

Strimgth to bring forth ; Heaven and Earth fball pafs
away, but God's Word fball not. Many fuch like Pafla-
ges of Scripture darted into my Thoughts, but I was
hindred from receiving any Comfort frotn them through
Unbelief, which made me wring my Hands and fivite
on my Breaft, faying, God be merciful to me a Sinner, for
except thou faveft me freely out of thine abundant Love and
Mercy, 1am dammed to all Eternity. 4

In this miferable State was 1 groaning and crying,
gvas ever Sorrow like my Sorrow wherewith the Lord bath

-afflicted me in the Day of bis fierce Anger, and in this

Confufion of Soul I begged the Lord to-find out a Way
for me to come to the Author of this Book whom I
found had been tempted in many Things like unto my-
felf,& I atTimes did think theL ord would grant me this
Requeft, if he fpared me much longer, which again
I much doubted, for I thought that I felt the Fore-tafte
of eternal ‘Torments in my Soul, and cared not how
foon my Diflolution came on ; but the Thoughts of
coming to Judgment, and beholding him whom I had
fo pierced, was ftill worfe than all ; but fill I found my
Heart inexpreflibly drawn towards Mr. Cwmmic, and
my Soul knit to him as Fenathan’s was to David. In

 afew Days after 1 received an Anfwer from him, of a

Letter 1 had wrote to him ; in his, he kindly invited me

to come and fee him, but yet I went not for fomeTime

through Temptations, that it would only add to my
Condemnation to converfe with a Servant of the Lord :
But now the Time of my Deliverance drew near when
Ileaft expeted it : Surely I have great Reafon to fay,
the Eord was found of me when I fought him not, and
‘at a Tims when I looked ot for him, |

D A
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A few Nights after I had received Mr. Cennick’s Lets
Yer, I was redling in the 18th Chapter of St. Fobn,about
*Fudas Betraythg the Lord 7efus, which much affeéted
me, and fet'fiié upon praymg‘e&memy But as I read
h, thefe Wotds'thtick’d nie véry much, Of thees whom
tbau Laveft mébdve 1 Iq/? mme,’&c I}Et fall the Book;

ahd prayed to thé"Lord to'few ‘me” ifF was onebf thofe,
sven «to Cbnﬂ of *which none fliould be loft ; ‘1"_";

Bite, like Fact, 1 was wreftling, fike Hfrael I pre
Vaﬂbd ‘for* thefe Woerds carne b me from - the Lord,
®He that beBepith om me bath everlofting
. Lord bely, O belp iny Uniblief, and asfbmﬂmlmy Un-
“belief; ‘the huly*Ghoﬁ Brought to: @y “Réembrnce
~ “thefe w ords, ‘He ‘bath” iwclsded it in® yof, i that e
%Igbt bave Merey tpon off, wbo]bmtr (kWb on the
‘Wame of the Eord fhallbe famd T4#id' hold ¢hen on the
Promife,and belfevedSalvation “was'not- of Wotks but of
WMercy,éven the fretGift of Gbd-5 and at the fameTime
T faw clearl‘y, that Gbd had pardﬁntd my Unbekef, and
‘wafhied away all my Sins 'and Iniquities in-the- Foumam
of Chrift’s Blood, whxch is bpen for Sin and for’ Un«
cleannefs S

In rhat Night did I receive the *ﬁh:tc Stone, “and the
‘new Name which none know favinig Be that receiveth
o3t, namély, the Wimefs.of God’s Spirit with fy Spirit,
‘that I was born of Gdd. I Believed - now- !ﬁat ' Chrift
¢ame not to call the Righteous, bt Simwers, fuch =9
‘me, to Repéntarice,-and that I was ‘ere of the WM
‘he canfe to Teck and fave, 2nd for whom he laid down
‘his Life ; at the fae Time Gbd beiring Witriefs, thit
‘he hnd Toved mie \With an everlifting IJUVG ‘and there-
fore with loving Kindnefs had 1 drawsiriie. - . “Tho'Re-

‘hainder of that blefled Nighs, I flept as on the Lord’s
Bofom,

Life - Loved'then

|

md



Cx ) N

Bofom, and when I.awoke in the Morning. he was pre-
fent with me. Ifound the Day-Star was rifen in my
Heart, and the Sun of Righteoufnefs fhone on me with

Healing in his Wings. X

Some Days after I went to fee Mr. Cmmci who re-
ceived me very kingdly, and afked me of the State of my

“Soul, (a Queftion that had never been put to me before

y any Minifter :) I told him but little then of God’s

caling with me, becaufe he had little Time, being
Juﬂ' going to preach; but at other Times I enjoyed
fweet Seafons in his Company in public, and when
alone, I truly walked in the Mount with‘God in the
Comforts of the holy Ghott, faymg, My Beloved is mme,
and 1 am bhis.

After feveral Weeks, the Enemy (who feldom per-
mits the Redeemed of the Lord to be long without trou-
bling them) again attacked me one Night, and tempted
me to queihon the Divinity of my Saviour ; for a Time
I ftaggered, and was much diftrefled with reafonmg
Thoughts ; but I was enabled to lay all the Temptaiion
and my Concern before the Lord, who directed me to
that Portion of the Prophet Zachariah’s Prophecy, The
Lordrebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord, that bath chofen
Jerufalem rebuke thee :  Is not this a Brand pluck’d out of
the Fire 2 The Lord by this ftrengthned me, and the
Devil fled and left me for a Seafon ; and the Lord fulfil-
led bis Word which faith, Call upen me in Time of Trou-
ble, and 1 will hear thee and deliver thee, and thou [halt
glorify me ; he was plealed to give frefth Evidences
of this, that my Redemption was wrought out by the
Blood, Wounds and Sufferings of the flaughter’d Lamb,
who is God blefled for evermore, Amen.

D3 L A.fter
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After this did I enjoy {weet and clofe Communion
with my Saviour in Prayer and Meditation ; nor was I
Jeft to doubt of his Love, though Clouds often interpo-
fed, and as it were eclipfed the bright Beams of his
Glory for a while ; I converfed with my Beloved by
Day, and dreamed of him at Night, and waked with
Praife or Prayer in the Morning ; neither to this Day
have I been left to queftion my Intereft in the Salvation
of (God, but reft on the Promifes, and believe that,
whom he loves, be loves to the End. 1 being fully per-
fuaded that aslong as God is, my everlafting Happinefs
is fccure in him, and wben Cbhrifft, who is my Life, fhall
appear, 1alfo (hall appear with him in Glory, and know
bim even as 1 am known of him. .

Some Time after, 1 was with Mr. Cemnick in Wilte
fhire, Glouceflerfhire, King fwoed, Briflel, and Wales, &c.
By this and other Means [ became acquainted with ma-
ny of the Sons and Daughters of GGod, in whofe Com-
pany the Lord often fhed abroad his Love in my Heart,
and with Aftonifhment [ was made to cry out, #hy me,
Lord, why me, thus highly favoured and diftinguifbed, that
am the moft undeferving of the leaft Crumb that falls from
thy Table ? 'T'he Lord gave me to know, that he would
have Mercy on whom he would have Mercy : And [
am confident of this very Thing, that he which has
begun 2 good Work in me will carry it on, and will
finith it in the Day of the Lord Fefus Chriff ; knowing
in whom I have believed, I am perfuaded he will keep
that which I have committed unto him, even my own
Boul,and that nothing is able to pluck it out of hisHands.

Thus far, to the beft of my Knowledge, have I
declared, (amongft the many) fome of the great Things
whigh God Fas done for my Soul, and now wait | fgr

o the
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the fame Spirit to teach, lead and direét me, believing
that all Things which the Lord hath promifed fhall
come to pafs, and that when I have done the Work for
which I am fent, I fhall be called home to the Marriage
Supper of the Lamb, drefled in the #¢dding Garment,
my elder Brother’s Clothing, the Righteoufnefs of
Chriit, with a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, fhall give in that
Day ; wherefore I call Heaven and Earth to record
this Day, that I give up my felf to be the Lord’s, dnd
fubfcribe with my own Hand to the Name of Fefus.

—

J. Epwarps,
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s Twill tell of all bis wonderous Works.

THILE others round me tell how they
Have found the mew and living iVay,
1, hi ghly favour’d, tell the fame ;
And blaze the Mercy to his Fame,

Y am the Man, who lately was

An Enemy to Jesu’s Crofs ;

A Stranger to the Life of GOD !
His Pow’r, his Mercy, and his Blood.

Long did I roam (when wak’d) to find
A Reft for my diforder’d Mind :

¥or Righteoufnefs by Works I fought,
And labour’d hard, but found it not.

“In this fad State, the Lamb once flain,
Beheld me, and perceiv’d my Pain :
Kindly he call’d me, Come and fee,
And find thy Righteoufnefs in me.

Believe ( my dear Redeemer faid )

Eternal Life fhall your’s be made ;

My Soul believ’d, and found his Blood,
Btcath Pardon from the Throne of GO D;

To
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To others now 1 recommend,

The Merits of the Sinmner’s Friend 3
Draw near to him, ye finful Race,

And try his Blood, and prove his Grace,

Ye (who in vain) have Peace defir’d,
Who long have ftrove, and now are tir’d g
Behold the Lamb ! and him you’ll blefs

Our Peacc, and Joy, and Righteoufnefs

F I N I &
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