


TO THE

Moﬁ Reverend Father in GOD'
His GRACE

THOMAS,

By/Dnvme"ﬁovxdence

Lord Archbxﬂ‘ of Camerbury,
Primate an|d p ohtan of all
England,- N2 A |

MY LORD,

7OUR. Grace bemng not

- only by Your Place and j

: Station, but by Your own 3
|l . | -+ | Choice and voluntary A&, '

i R SL ¥ 4y | the Grand Parron of our Reli-
S - g gzon, it cannot be improper |
refent You with thele

brie Pap;rs, wl‘uch though

!
!
!
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The Epifile Dedicatory.

i themlfelves very mean and
inconfiderable, and unworthy
of Your Graces View, arc
a Vindication of that Holy
Confe againft the repeated  §
Cavils and bold Infults of |
Atheiftical Spirits; who (as
Your Grace with a very deep
R efentment and R egret * ob-
ferves) areé of late grown ve-

ly Y our Lordfhip hath attack-
ed this fort of Men, is well
known to the World ; and
that hitherto they have not
been able to bring about their
impious Defigns, is in great
part owing to Your Lord-

* Sermon of the Folly of Atheifm. Sermon at the

Queen’s Funeral. | {hipas

The Epifile Dedicatory.

¥ ip's fuccef3ful Artempts. 1
prefume, from thé Encourage-
' ment which fo Hhuftrious an
. Example hathr given me; to
¥ engage in "the fame Caule,
- that is, to lay open the Eolly
“and Abfurdity of their Preten-

ces, and withall to difcover
fome of thofe Heads and

- Springs whence the Atheiftick

ry numerous. How vigorouf- y

Apprehenfionsof thefe prefent
Times arife, and whereby
they are fed and nourithed.
W hich I hope will be of good
afe to thofe who defire to be
caution'd againft the Venom

of this Raging Evil, and will

| in {ome meafure operate even

on thofe who are infe&ed and

A4 . cor-
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The Epifle Dedicatory.

corrd'pted with it already
1 am fenfible how Precious

Your Grace's Minutes are in§ | |
finefs and Emergency ; and , PREFA C E.
therefore I will not be injuri-'

this time of extraordinary Bu-

ous to the Publick by any
farther Applications to Your

.Grace. Only I fuperadd my
hearty Prayers for Your-
Health and long Life, where-y,
in the Common W elfare and
Happinefs both of Church
and State are fo much invol- .

ved : And fo I fubfcribe my

felf,
| Your Grace's
Moft Dutiful Son,
- and Devoted Servant,

Yobn Edwards.

THE

Condui®, to defend the Exiftence and
Providence of God by Arguments
drawn both from the Greater and the
Lefler World 5 iz is my Requeft to the
Reader, that be would accept of this Brief
Effay in the mean time, which I conceive
will be a fuitable Introduition and Prepara-

I Defigning, by the Divine Help and

_ tive to that other Undertaking, For s in

that intended Difcourfe I (ball carefully trace
and difcover the Footfteps of the Divinity
every where;, [0 here I make it my Bufines

20 fbew how frequent and obvious the Occa-

fions of Disbelieving it are. By which
means we [ball effecEually learn how to purge
our Minds of thofe ill Qualities which natu-
rally are fubfervient to Atheilms we fhall

know how to remove thofe Stumbling-blocks,

to anfwer thofe Objections, and to clear up
thofe Miftakes which ufually betray Men to
this Infidelity. And thus there will be a

Way




The PREFACE.
Wy made for what 1 defign. ~ Perfons will
be firred so veceive and ietain the Impreffi-
ons which thofe Topicks that I [ball after-
wards make choice of will enfbamp upon their
Minds : And I hope the Age, which hath
lately been [Higmatized with Marks of A-
 theifm, will for the future be renowned for
thefe truly illuftrious and glorious Chara-
&ers. '
. Twill only farther acquaint the Reader,
that fome part of what I here offer (viz.
[uch Particulars as I thought were conveni-
ent for an wfual and mix'd Auditory) was
deliver'd lately in one of the City-Pulpits ;
and the other Heads, with their Enlarge-
ment (which are of [omewhat & different
Strain, and are chiefly adapted to the Curions
and Inquifitive) are an Additicn fince. Bur
a5 I have added feveral things, fo 1 have
omitted [ome, at the Defive of ‘thofe who
are concern’d in both. This is all that 1
- bad to advertife the Reader of 5 and fo 1
bid him :

Farewel.

SOME

:SOME |
THOUGHTS

Concerning the

“Caufes and Occafions

.0 F

ATHEISM

F

HAT the World was not
I void of Arheifts in King

David's time, may be ga-
thered from his Words in Pfalu
xiv. 1. The Fool bath [wd in bis beart,
There is no God. But it is exceed-
ingly to be lamented, that the num-
ber of them is much increafed {ince,
yea, that it is the Unhappinefs of

this Prefent Age, to be Peﬁer’d

. with




2 Some Thoughts concerning

with not a few of them. Notwith
{tanding thofe cogent and inconte

ptures, and the Natural R eafonings ;
of fober Minds, there is il an
Atheiftical Spirit prevailing in the .
World, There is a fort of Menf
(if I may call them fo whofe bold}
infidelity is fo lrrational and Bru-t*
tith ) thac reckon the Notion of a
Gad to be aMelancholick Conceit, -
and the mere Effect of Credulity -
and Ignorance. Yea, there are fome b
that pafs for Wits, who firive for
the honour of being accounted the z
moft Able dtheifts of the Age. 5
Wherefore, inftead of rehearfing 7}

or urging thofe Topicks which are
wont to be produced for the Proof
of the Divunity ; my Bufinefs at:
prefent fhall be, to enquire into the|
_C auﬁ; of /Itbezf My W hich now vaunts:
it felf wich an impudent Fore-head,
and

L

the Caufes of Athedm. 3

land begins-to boaft that it hath
| got Footing in a great patt of the
ftable Arguments for a Deity whichig World. ~

are fuggefted from the Holy Scri- F

I will fearch into the Occafions,
either real or pretended (for I will
mention both) of this Reigning
Mifchief. T will fhew you on what
Grounds the Impious do at chis Day
not only, with the Pfalmift’s Athei/i-
ical Fool,[ay intheir Hearts,but open-
Iy .and avowedly proclaim to the
World,that there is no God,that is,no
Supreme -@ver-ruling Being of in-:
finite Perfection, no eternally Wile,
Tntelligent, and Omnifcient Sub-
ftance that at firft gave Exiftence

~ to all things, and ever fince up-

holds them, and takes care of them.

L I affign Igwrance to be one
great Spring of this grofs Unbelief.
As knowing as the World is at this
day, there are too many People

of inferiour Rank whofe Education
hath been fo unhappy, that they

have




lv,tbf} Caufes of Atheifm. 5

der their Affairs) to think of 2 God,
but in others of a higher Rank and
Quality 1 for by Igmorance I mean

. 4 Some Thoughts concesning
have not-béen inftructed in' dhe:
‘Common Principles of Religion;
and they are more unhappy in that
they will not allow chemfelves time |
and leifurc to look ‘into theit own' |
Minds, and to rouze thofe inbred
Notions which are implanted:there
by God, and which would: (if they § oq fuch' Perfons in the number of
would give way) lead them to him. § he 7rx6

= . mm. R che Igworant ;. for ( to fpeak imparti-
Wherefore. it is the Conoera of all auy.) they are fo: and this was the

tural. Notions and Impreflions :
And this fometimes prevails in Men
of great Parts and Knowledge.

a.wilful and forcith ftifling of na-

“Think it not ftrange that I reck- B

Perfons, to know how to converfe

with Themfelves, andtourifle theiy

withoot, :that they may vnderftand
their Re] Lglon7 and: [og {be:fedué’d?‘
by Atheiftical Notions:ghat fly up

and down -every where;
But this. firft Caufe which I af-
fign of Atheifm, is not only to be

found in fome: medner {ort of Peow. |
ple who have not time (as they.or- -

der

. Scnfe of the * wileft Pagans long
_ > ¥ | fince.. For:eh have no Knowledge,
own Breafts; that they may finda @ and ro ftiflg-it, is the fame thing;
Deity writren therey dnd' befides,; § whigh ‘s the Cafe of thefe Men:
they fhould:be. caréful t0: gpquire. [} they make,i their bufinefs to choak

fuch. a.flock: of Kriowladde fromi B

the innate Principles of their Minds,

| and to. difregard thofe Notices
B which their Natures fuggeft to

them. Thus thefe Perfons are ftub-
bornly. gnd : obftinately :Ignorant.

Whatever their Pretences and Boa-

e

lierocl. -

» y € 1, av" s 2 .
* "Avturoy ardyus ¥ ddcey 1D, g ¥-ddcov dviuTor. ‘

ftings

e




6 Some T/Jaugbt.r concerning

ftings be, their Atheifm proceeds
from want of Learning and Wit.
For 'tis not the part of a Learned
and Ingenious Man to deftroy the
Notions of : Mankind, “and pull
down what hath been built by the
univerfal Suffrage of the World,
and in its place to erect-a Conceit
of his own. Some may take fuch
for Brainifh and Scholat-like fort'
of Men, but then thefeare fo with-
out Thinkeng 5 for it is the want of §
this that makes them what they are.
Or, to fay the beft of this kind of
Men, an Adtheift is but a balf-witted
Perfon : He hath perhaps made
fome Attempts in Science, but to
little purpofe : He hath attaind to
fome flight and trivial Notions;
but hath not penetrated into the
heart of Things ; and thence it
comes to pafs, that he is full of
Doubts and Cavils, which he is
able to raife, but he hath not Skill
and

the Caufes of Athieifm. i
and Ability enough to anfwer them.
Wherefore 1t was excellently faid
of my Lord Bacon, * A little Phtio-
Jophy inclines mens minds to dtheifm 3
buc depth in Philofophy brings
mens minds about to Religion and
a Deity. Thus though this mif-
fthapen Monfter would be thought
to be the genuine iflue of True
Wifdom and Sound Knowledge,
yet ic is really the daughter of an
Affe¢ted Ignorance. Wherefore to
fecure your felves again{t Atheifm,
be’careful that you blind not your
minds ; willingly receive the rays
of light into your fouls, cherifh all
found notions and conceptions, and
by all proper methods bring"- your
felves to a right underftanding, and
fteady embracing of all the Funda-
menta)] Principles of your Religion.
~ IL There is great Difingensty
and unhandfome Dealing in the cafe,

. His Effays.

i B elfe




8 Some Thoughts concerning

elfe we fhould not have fo much

Atheifm.  Here I will prove, that -

they do not act fairly, buc that they

are Ungenteel, which perhaps will
affe¢t thefe Perfons more than any
thing that [ can fay. What they
are willing and forward to grant in
other matters, and on other occafi-

ons, they refufe to grant here, yea

they utterly deny it, though there
be the fame reafon for one as the
other. This plainly appears by their
OYjettions.

As firft, they tell us they have
no Senfible Notices of a God, and

therefore they cant admit of ity

for all the knowledge (fay they) -
which we have of things, is derivid

to us from Senfe. But here we fee

that thefe Men are Partial and Dif- :

engenuous, for they will not deny

the Caufes of Atheifm. 9

 oftentimes out-runs the nimbleft
Senfe, and the Obfervation of the

quickeft eye; yet they do not de-
ny the Motion it felf : The Element
of Air, in which they daily con-

- verfe, is not feen, nor is it heard

or felt (unlefs when 'tis extraordi-
narily moved and difturbed, which
is but feldom:) nor will they fay
they tafte it ; and 'tis as cercain thac
they cannot fmell it, (for-this is
only the Vehicle of Smells, but is
not it felf the object of that fenfe)

. and yet thefe nice Gentlemen do

not deny the Exiftence of the 4ir.

“They can by none of their Senfes

difcern the Motion of the Suz,
Moo, and Stars (or, as perhaps
they think it moft proper to fay,
the Earth ), and yet there is not 2

* man of them that denies that they

that there are many things which . pove, It cant be determin'd by

they judge not of by Senfe ; they ™ Senfe, whethier the Sun be bigger

grant that the fwiftnefs of Motion &
often-

than it appears to be, and there-
‘ 2- fore

A
&
- ‘|(



10 Some Tbought.r concerning

fore Epicurus ( Who Wwas a great

Man for Senfe) held it was of no * help of thefe, Minerals, Plants, and

_ all Vegetables, are brought to per-

greater dimenfion than it feems to

the Eye to be; yea, of no greater -

heat in i felf than it feems to the

Feeling to be here on Earth. And ¥

the Atheiftical Poet, who borrow’d
his Notions from him, was of the
fame mind, |

Nec nimio folis major vota, nec minor ardor

Effe poreft noftris quam [enfibus effe videtnr.
‘ Lucret. lib. g.

This is certain, that the things

~ the Caufes of Atheifm. 11
Senfe and Motion in Animals : by

fection. Thefe Invifible Agents

 effect frange things, and act moft

wonderfully in the World. The
Nutritiows Juyce in the Nerves, if
we may credit the famous G/iffom,
is of mighty ufe and influence : yet
(as he confefles himfelf) there are
no Cavities to be feen to convey It,
and none of this Succus 1s ever dif-
cernd in the diffecting of Animals.
Notwithftanding this, fome Phy-

that are leaft difcernible act moft. *
The Animal Spirits, which do all
the great things in our bodies, are
themfelves Imperceptible. Theyare
the Infenfible and Invifible Parts,as
Spirits, Wind, Subtile matter, Ex- -
halations, which ( being agitated) >
do the chiefeft Exploits in Nature,
Thereare Fine Particles and Acoms
diffufed through all bodies whatfo-
ever; and thefe are the caufe of
Senfe

ficians of the moft piercing Judg-
ment, have granted (whatever they
do now ) the real being of it. And
in other Inftances it might be fhew-
ed, ‘that Senfe is not always made 2
Judge even in fenfible Objects, but
we gather the being and operation
of them from R eafon and Difcourfe.
This the perfons whom we are now
dealing wich do not deny, but even

| B3 practife




12 Some Thoughts concerning

practile it chemfclves, and are wil-
ling to allow of it. Why therefore

are they fo void of Ingenuity and

fair-dealing, as not to admit of the

fame in the cafe that 1s before us ?
Why do they moft irrationally de-
ny a God becaufe they do not ap-
prehend him by Bodily fenfe, when-
as they judge not of fome other
things by Senfe, nay though they
be proper objeéts of it? This isa
plain proof of thefe mens wilful
Prejudice and Partiality, efpecially
if I add, that God is infinitely far-
ther removed from our moft exale-

the Caufes of Atheifm. 13

¢ God, and they are loth to fwallow
 thefe down: and more efpecially the

notion of a Sprrity i. €. a Being that
is void of Matter and Body is too
hard to be conceivid by them, and
therefore feeing we hold Gad to be
a Spirit, they canform no concepti-
on of him. ~ I will reply to both
the parts of this Objection diftinct-
ly: and firft as to the General Ca-

- vil, Tha this notion is accompani-

 ed with Difficulties, 1 anfwer, there
~ are great Difficulties in other mat-

ed Apprehenfions, than the Sun (of

which we f{poke before) is from

this Earth. This Glorious Sun -

“dwelleth tn that light which no.man
can 'appraacb unte, jwbom kY, man bath

Jeeny, ar can Jee.

~Secondly, they telk us t:hatvéherﬁf

" Tim.ﬁ. 18.

God

are Great Dufficulties 1N conceiving a

CT RN i i
e R R e AT e

ters, which yet they leap over with
eafe, and do notr disbelieve the
things themfelves becaufe of the
Difficulties that attend them. It is
very hard to explain how a licele
Wheel of twe inches diameter, fix-
ed on the fame Axil with two great-
er Wheels of ten inches a-piece,
moving together ( the greater ones

on the ground, the leffer on a table)

fhould move over the very fame
{pics

B 4




14 Some Thoughts concerning

fpace in equal time, with equal ro-

tation with the greater ones : and

yet the thing it felf is not denied :
by any one. And many other puz-  have confefled in plain terms, thac
zling Problems might be mention- - the World was made out of No-
ed, where the Hardfhip doth not . thing, and then they come to us,
difcourage them from embracing %
them. Buc I will inftance in one ; do that. Thus they are confound-
i ed as to the Rifzand Origine of their
of Atems, which they chufe to folve &

the Original of the World by, that

“of their own Hypotheles, viz.. that

they may evade the infuperable Diffi-
culties (as they think them) of the

ftead of denying ane God, theyaf-
ferc many, for Self-exiftence is of
the very nature and eflence of a Dei-
ty; wherefore if they were all from
t_hcmfelves, they are all Gods, 1f
they lay that otker Matter or Atoms
were the firft Caufe of thefe, then
they run to Infinity, and no body

15

. 1s able to trace them.

the Caufes of Atheifm. 15

If they fay
hey are of Nothing, then they had

" as good have begun wich that, and

but they are refolved they will not

Atoms.
Then, as to their Motzon, whence

" had they that ? either of themfelves
-+ or of an other? They could not
Acknowledgment of a-God. 1f they
fay that thefe Atoms had their Ex- -
iltence from Themfelves, then in-

have it of Themfelves, for we fee
it is not of the nature of Matter to
move: it isin it felf a dull and 1n-

. ert, a lumpifh and unactive thing.
. If this Motion was imprefsd on it
by an Other, then that was eicher

{ome other Matter, or fomething elfe.
If they hold the former, they run
again i infinitum, and he is di-
{tracted mau that will run after
them. If they maintain the lacter,

they




16 Some Thoughts concerntng

they betray their Canfe,and acknow-
ledge a Spirit, for there is no real
and fubftantial thing befides Mat-
ter and Spiric.  In brief, whether
the former or the latter Affertion
be held by them, they do in a man-
ner own what they deny ; for we
will not difagree about the Name,
if we can agree on the Thing it felf.

the firft Motion to things, is God.
If afcer all they fay, that Matter -
had this Motion by Chance, and {o
was neither from ic felf or any j
other, they talk more abfurdly and

wildly than before 5 for Chance isa
Word made to {ignifie only the
unexpetled bappening of a thing, but 7 mo

ppening of & " fpair of 1t for from Erternity ( ac-

doth not import that there was no
Caufe or Author at all of it. But
however, if they will ftand to this
(as generally they do ) that Matter

at firft had a firong power by b

Chance to jump into an Orderly Sy-
{tem

the Caufes of Atheifm. 17

em of Heavens, Earth, Sea, &c.
hen I ask them, What 1s the rea-

:fon that there hath been nothing of
 this nature fince? What reafon can
“be given why all the Atoms and
" Efffuviums-in the feveral Ages and
. Succefliops of Time, ever {mce this
*vifible World had its being, have
- not produced fome excellent Frame
That Being or Agent which gave either like this World, or of an
© other nature? What! is this Lucky

Chance quite ceasd ? Is this Fortu-
nate Lottery at. an end ? Is there no
probabilicy of a brave fortuitous hit
once again? Is there no fuch fine
piece of work as that of Sun, Moon,
and Stars, to be expeCted once
moie? No: there is an utter de-

cording to them ) to this moment,

* we have had no fuch good Luck,
~ and thergfore what reafon have wg

to expeck any fuch afterwards? yea

© . ind¢ed, what ground have thefe
S Chance-




i8  Some Thoughts concerning

Chance-Philofophers to think that o :c ynaceountable Maxim, that

there ever was any fuch thing?

What reafon have they to declare

it to be their firm perfwafion that
Matter was fet into motion from:

Eternity, and that by the frisking,

of its Particles, it at laft danced in-
toa World ? yet this and all the
reft they believe and vouch racher
than they will hold that the begio-
ning of things was from an Inteli-
gent and Wife Bemg,

It appears hence, that they will
{ay any thing racher than acknow-i

the Caufes of Atheifm. 19
thefe infinite Bodies, after cternal
Brufhings, Agitations, Encounters,
Knockings, Tiltings, Juftlings,
Jumblings, fell by mere Chance in-
to this excellent Frame that we now
behold. Thus the Atheift, to
avoid fome feeming Difficulties,
runs into thofe which are really fo,
yea into the greateft Abfurdities
imaginable. If it be difhcult to
conceive the Self-exiftence and Fter-
nity of one God, furely it is infu-

perably fo, to conceive infinite Mat-
ter moving it felf; and giving Being
to it felf from all Ecernity. It s
plain then, that thefe men deal not
fairly and uprightly, but wilfully

Jedge themfelves to be in the
wrong: they make nothing of talk-
ing idly and impertinently, of run:
ning into Baticer and Nonfenfe, as

we have heard. They can give

¢éredit to this “extravagant Fancy,"

thar an everlafting Juacto of Atoms -
did without Counfel and Know-
ledge elub together to make the

World’{ “They can tamely fubmit

deceive themf{elves and others. They
cry up Reafon, and yet maintain
things which are repugnant to or-

" dinary Difcourfe and the Common
Dictates of Reafon ; and therefore

+ are rather to be exploded than with
to - :

much



Some Thoughts concerning

much induftry to be confuted.
They cannot only fwallow down,
but ‘digeft Abfurdities When they
think fit, and ac other times they
can fancy them where there are

none, nor any fhadow of any.
Then as to that particular Diffi-
culty, vix. Lhat the Notion of a
Spirit is inconceivable, and there-
fore they have no conception of a
God; 1 return this brief Anfwer,
That if this which they fay be true,
if it be impoffible to apprehend
the Idea of a Spirit, then there is
no fuch thing : and if {o, then Mat-
ter alme muft do all things in the
World, but particularly, it muft
have Underftanding and Kuowledge,
it muft think and reafon, for (what-
ever the precarious Hypothefis of
Atoms fuggefts) the Curious frame
of this World could not be erected
without Knowledge and Wifdom,
and it cannot be kept up and ma-
naged

20

\
¥
}
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the Caufes of Atheifm, 25

naged without thefe. Now, I ap-
peal to any confiderate man, whe-
ther the flac denying of chis, and
the aflerting that the Dimenfions of
a Body are Intelleétual, that to be
Long and to be Broad, and to be
Deep, are Acts and Exertments of
Reafon or Will, and (in fhort) that
Extenfion is Thinking, be not far
greater Abfurdities than any thing
they imagine to be in the notion of
aGod. Itisafign therefore thac
thefe men make Difficulties where
there are none, and do not take no-
tice of them where they are. I
could here prove that our Faculties
may form as clear, explicit, and
diftinct an idea of a Spirit (which
they fo much boggle and ftartle at)
as they do of their own Exiftence,
or any other Principle in Nature ;

~ but this I have made my task in an

other place.

Thirdly,




22 Some Tbougbt: concerning

Thirdly, they tell us they can-
not believe a Deity, becaufe there
are no Proper Demonfiratims €O

rove it. For you muft know, thac
thefe Perfons whom we have to do
with at prefent, are great men for
Demonfprations.  But 1 anfwer, The
Exiftence of many things in the
World cannot be made out by De-
moufbrarion {triCtly {o called, and
yer no man queftions the reality of
them. ‘The skilfulleft Mathemati-
cian under Heaven cant demen-
{rate that the Sun fhines, and yet
there is no doub at all of it, and
he would be counted a Mad-man
that denies it. We are morally cer-
tain of many things which we can-
not poffibly demonflrate 3 but this
doth not hinder us from yielding a
firm affent to them.  And tis cer-
tain, that an Affent is as firm on
Moral grounds as on rigid Demon-
ftrations, when the matter is capa-
ble

PR

J._m‘
afthe | - e e

the Caufes of Atheifm. 23
ble of no other grounds; for the
Evidence is proportionable to the
Matter to be proved, and that is as
much as can be defired by any intel-
ligenc man. There can be no grea-
ter than a Moral Certainty of 2 Dei-
ty : for there are no grounds of it
Mathemarically Demonftrative. But
by being Morally Certain we are
certain enough, and as certain as
the nature of the thing will bear.
This fhould content any Rational
man, and it is unreafonable to de-
mand any more.

Then, as for thofe Demonfirations
which they talk fo much of, they
capnot but acknowledge, that as
they are fometimes managed they
yield but lietle Certainty, For, not
to {peak now of the old Academicks
and Scepticks, who denied Geometri=
cal Principles; or of Demetrius, Sex=
tus Empiricus, Epicuruly Zenoy and
others of the Ancient Philofophers

G whao
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24  Some Thoughts concermng

who reafon’d againft them, I will
mention fome of our Moderns (and
thofe of great Skill and Learning )
who have difagreed about Mathe-
matical Proofs, and thereby pro-
claim to the World their Uncer-
tainty. The greateft Aftrologers
hugely differ as to the diftance of
the Sun from the Earth. It is near-
er to it ten thoufand miles than it
was, faith Copernicus. But J. Scali-
ger would have the Writings of
thofe Authors who hold the Sun
1s nearer to the Earth than ‘twas in
former days, * to be razed out with
[pongesy or the Writers themfelves to

‘be correfled with ﬂripe.r. And other

very good Aftronomers are fo far
from confenting to this, that the

maintain the Sun is farcher off from
the Farth than it was ac firft. And
yet on both fides they proceed on
Mathemarical grounds. There is no

* Exercitat, gg,

Mathe-

st

conmmem
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Mathematical, Demonftration for
Comets being above or below the
Moon, faith* Ricciolus, a very skil-

ful Mathematician : but others of

that Faculty have pretended much
to the contrary. The Paralax is well
known to be 2 Mathematical bult-
nefs, that by which the Planets are

-judged to be higher or lower : but

the greateft A{tronomers have quai-
relld with one another about this
Doctrine. Tycho is for it but
Claramontius is againft it 3 and Ga-
lilens even explodes the Proof
brought from the Paralax. Dr.
\Walliz and Mr. Hobbes's Contrafls
in Print, fhew that Mathematicks
are dubious : and this latter (who
was fo {tiff an Oppofer of the No-
tion of a Spirit, and confequently

“%of a Deity) finds fault with all

Geometricians, old and new, in his
Book entituled The Principles and

* De Cometis, C 2 Ratia—

-
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Raticination of Geometricians. Car-
ses’s Digptricks and Geometry are pre-
tended to be baftled by ocher:Lear-
ned Mathematicians:, as Bourden,
Hibbes, Fermat. Francifcus du Lau-
rens, and Dr. Wallis, {cuffie about
a Mathematical Pioblem. So that
it feems it is not an Infallible Sci-
ence. I am certan, faith * Dr. Hen-
ry Morey that Mathematical Certitude
it [elf is not abfolute. There is an
Effay of Dr. Pell to thew the Errors
and Miftakes of the beft and moft
celebrated Aftronomers for - want
of better Knowledge in Geomerry.
‘Even + Monfieur Malebranch, a
profound Admirer and Follower of
Defcartes, acknowledges that in his
Gesmetry there are fome footfteps of the
weaknefS of the bumane mind.  And I
will conclude with the Words of
One that was known to be eminent

* Preface before his Phi ..
afier Truth, Bo ;; ;sgﬁ;l;f:?h. Writings, 1 Search

in
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in Mathematical Studies, * Even i

Geometry and Arithmetick (faich he)
how many things are forcibly concluded

10 be true which are inexplicable, un-

i

imaginable, incomprebenfible 2

Thus you fee the Mathematical
Certainty which fome men talk of,
is not fo eafily to be attaind as
they fancy. Difputes have place
in Geometry; Demonfirations fome-
times prove to be Paralogifms. But
as for a Mathematical Demonftra-
tion for the proof of a GOD, it
is vainly and unreafonably required,
becaufe there can be no fuch thing,
for the matter will not bear it
Wherefore though + fome Divines
have been great Philofophers and
Mathematicians, yet they never at-
tempted any fuch thing. A man

* Bithop Ward’sSerm. Copernicus, Lansbergius,
Clavius, Petavius, Tacquet, Scheiner, Gaflendus, Fro-
mondus, Kircher, Ricciolus, Oughtred, Ward, Wallis,

More, Glanvil.
' C 3 muft
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muft not.expett to have every thing .3 they fhew themfelves to be very
{ Pleafant and Airy, and fet up for
‘1 the Arc of Drolling. Before they
{ appeard like Philofophers, now
‘%~ they come upon the Stage like
' Buffoons. Then with a Magifteri-

1 al Grimace they affeCted Demon-

proved the fame way. If we have
things evidenced by the Arguments
whi%h they are capable ofy it is fa-
tisfactory, and every wife man refts
in it. And thefe men themfelves.do
fo in other things: they dcquiefce
in that Evidence which the things
admit of, and they feek no farther.
Which fhews, that in the prefent
Cafe they are Difingenuous, and

Crofi-graind, and aCt merely out of

Prejudice 3 which was the thing I
undertook to make good. Their
Infincerity nourifhes their Athei[m.

“Therefore let us have a care that

we give way to no fuch thing,
III. Another Caufe of this Per-

nicious Opinion, is, Oftentation of

Wit For you may take notice, that
this Mifchievous Plant fprings from
Contrary Sceds. As before this
kind of men put on a very grave
and folid Countenance, fo now

- they
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ftrations ; now nothing will pleafe
them but the Comical part. It 1s
obfervable, thac they are a fort of
Jefting, Scoffing People, giving
themfelves to Railery and Bur-
lefque. And it is this Jocular Hu-
mour that in part betrays them to
Atheifm, for they take liberty to
jet “wich their Maker. Thefe
witty and facetious Folks muft
needs play with Heaven, and laugh
God out of his being. They are
defective in found Learning and
Judgment, and in the place of thefe
have a fanciful way of Jeering,
which they addict themfelves im-
moderately to.  Democratus was the

C 4 great
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great Afferter of Eternal Matter,
and thought that the Cafual Motion
of it was the Caufe of all things:
the influence of which Principle on
his Cogitations, made him at laft
laugh at every thing he faw, and
mock at all A¢tions and Occurren-
ces of humane life 3 for 'tis certain
that if they are all by Chance, they
are to be denied. The Followers
of this Great Man have learnt from
him to be Laughing Philofopkers ;
and there are abundance of this
Sect now-a-days.  This I look up-
on as one Caufe of the great Athe:fm
of this Age. They think their
Zongues are therr owny and they may
fay whac they pleafe 5 and they per-
{wade themfelves, thac what is wic-
tily faid is well faid. Hence thefe
Sparks venture to ridicule Religi-
on, to feoff at Virtue and Piery,
and to mock God himfelf, * Then
at laft they really believe what they
U ; fa,ncy’dfa

f&
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fancy'd, and jeftingly utterd ; and
they aflert in good earneft what at
firft perhaps was faid only in Mer-
riment. Wherefore, to guard your
felves from Atheifm, be always ve-
ry Serious, and abhor the fportiul
vein, the flathy fancy of thefe men,
who think thev cant be men of
Parts unlefs they make a mock of
God and Religion. Whereas the
Brighteft and moft Accomplifhd
Heads ever exploded this: and in
our own Nation we have abundant
Inflances of this, that even the
* Wifeft and the Wictieft Men
( tho no Church-men or Divines )
have exprefsd their deep fenfe of
God and ferving him, and defied
the contrary Profane Atheiftical hu-
mour.

IV. Pride and Self-conceit may
juftly be reckon'd another Spring

* sir Tho. More. Sir Phil. Sidney, §;» W. Raleigh, Sir
Fen. Wotton, Lord Bacon, Mr.Selden, dr, Cowley, &res

)
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of Atheifm. Men in this and for-
mer Ages have thoughe it below
them to go tarkely along with the
generality of Mankind n afferting
a Deity.  They would be thought
wifer than others : and confequent-
ly they affet to go againit a com-
monly receivd Notion. But more
particularly thefe High-Flyers ac-
count it bafe and fneaking to liften
to an Old Story of Refigim, and to
fubmic their Belief to the Harangues
of the Parfons, as they are pleasd to
word it. Efpecially Great Men are
apt to be poflefled with this Pride,
and confequently to be Atheiftical.
They ftrongly incline to King 4/-

phonfus's impious Bravado, That if

he bad been prefent at the Creation,
he would have framed the World better
than ’tis now,  There 1s in many an
exceffive Defire of a Name and
Vogue; and they think to obtain
them by fcorning the Common

way,

[

AR By . oo
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way, and going out of the beaten
road , by giving the Lye to all
Mankind. And though one would
think that they might fhew the
fubtiley of their Wit by diving far-
ther into things than the Vulgar,
and not by caiting off the agiced
Sentiments of Mankind ; by refi-
ning and improving the Frinciples
of Nature, and not by nulling and
evacuating them ; yet they choofe
the latter; that they may ( as they
think ) give the greater proof of
their Wit and Parts, and that i
may be feen that they are able to
weather a Caufe be it never fo bad.
To maintain this all fober Confide-
rations are poftpond; they fuper-
eilioufly renounce (when they are
in the Humour ) all Reafon and
Arguments ; they arroganely refolve
to hold the Conclufion, whatevér
becomes of the peor Premifes.
Atheifm owes its Being much to

this,
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this, as I apprehend ; as I think it
it 15 fufficiently evident from what
I have faid before, when I fhew'd
that they chufe rather to maintain
the greate(t Abfurdities, than to
adhere toa R eceived Truth.Where-
fore that we may effeCtually prevent
this Folly in our felves, lec us ba-
nith Prefumption, Confidence, and
Self. Conceit ; let us extirpate all
Pride and Arrogance ; lec us not
lift our felves in the number of Ca-
pricious Opiniatours.

V. Undue Apprebenfrons of a Dei-
ty joyn'd with Superflition are the
high road to Atheifm.  Thofe that
think amifs of God will eafily be
enclined to queftion his Exiftence.
It is too true that men model the
Divinity according to their own
fancies : the Creacure fathions his
Creator. Or, like him that en-
graved his own Image in that of the
Goddefs, they fhape themfelves and

figure

3

|
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; figure out their own abfurd notions

and conceits, whileft they pretend
to give the Pourtraiture of God.
Therefore impofing of falfe Do-
Ctrines concerning the, Attributes of
God is very pernicious, for they are
deftruétive of his very being and

nature. It is no wonder that when

thefe come to be fcann'd and ex-

amined, men doubt of the very ex-
iftence of God, becaufe fo irratio-
nal and abfurd things are attributed
to him.. They are loth to think
there is.fuch a One, or they with
there were not.  So that they en-
deavour to deftroy that which they
cant endure. Thus miftakes and
mifprifions concerning God lead to
Atheifm.. Faife Conceptions of a
Deity expunge at laft the belief of
one.

And fo ‘twas of old in Pagani{m,
Idolatry was the great mother of
diheifm : grofs Superflition under-

mined

| 2 ﬂ
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mined the Godhead. It hath been
falfly and blafphemoufly faid that

* Fiear was it which firft introduced |

2 God into the world : but yet it

is certainly true that Thiswich fome ‘

perfons hath expelled the notion of

him out of the world: for they be-
ing Timerous and Melancholick
create to themfelves ftrange fancies
concerping- Him whom they are to §
worfhip, and reprefent himto their 5

thoughts as:Severe and Tyraunical.

And the Gentile Priefts and Rulers I

Jaid hold on this paffion of Fear,
and did what they could to pro-

mote and heighten it, -that thereby :

they might keep the people in awe. ‘
To which purpofe they invented

Innumerable R ites and Ceremonies, |

&
i

many of which were harfh, trouble-
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wearied with the intolerable burden
of it they cried out, with that Non-
fenfical Atheift, '

T antum Religeo potust Juadere malorum,

Then Religion it felf and the Au-
thor of it were difcarded. This was
caufed by the Undue' Repréfentations
which were made of God: the
Priefts would havethe Superftitious
Bigots believe that the Divine Nu-
men could not be appeafed without
thofe wild Obfeivances. This is
that which Pfutarch took notice of,
telling us that * from fuch grofs,
abfurd and extravagant Devotion
men came to difregard a Deity, and

to conclude there is None racher
“than to believe there can be Sucha

one, one that is delighted with fo
unaccountable Ceremonies and 1-

fom and afflictive. So that Bigotry |
and Excefs in Religion made way ‘ﬁ' fages. Therefore, to fhut out A-
for noneatall: and when they were th__c_xfm, let us have right concepti-

Pap. State b * Tse Anaidauoriog.

ki
wearied | ons

* Primus in orbe Deos fecit timor.
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ons of the :Supreme: Being whom
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we worfhip and ferve. - It concerns
us to aflert rightly the norion of God,
left otherwife we {lide intoa disbe-
lief of any. Who mifréprefenteth
the Divine Being is in a ready way
to deny. him. R

VL. Corrupt. Aﬂfeﬂimi aa’d Lives !
( for.1will joyn both thefe together; |

becaufe they are meyér afunder) §
Men of de- |
praved minds and manners doubt of §
all R eligion becaufe they Like none,
and at la{k they flacly deny whatthey
Love not. An Atheift firft defires |
and wifhes no God, and his defires
and wifhes work on tis Ulnderftand-
His Willingnefs to have it fo .
| He eafily }
credits what he longs for : his Af- §
fetion corrupts his Judgment. Thus §
the indulging of Luft and Vice dif- |

make men dtbetfts.

ing.
enclines him to believe it.

pofe a man to Atheifm. To which
purpofe obferve the Soil where this
Poifon-

the Caufes of Atheifm. 39

| Poifonous Weed fprings up, grows,

and thrives moft, v:z.. in the Courts
of Debauch'd Princes, among fuch
Nobility and Gentry, and in Great
Citiss where vicious and prophane
living is moft in fathion. They
are lewd and diflolute in their man-
ners, and give themfelves up whol-
ly to the fatisfying of their Lufts:
and this naturally prejudices them
againt the belief of a God and a
life to come. Nothing doth fo
much extinguifh all apprehenfions
of thefe as Carnal Pleafures. He
that lives diffolutely and wickedly
can’t eafily entertain the notion of
a-God, -for 'tis counter to his courfe
of Living. - Therefore he goes on
i his Debauchery, .and huffs and
furaggers, and perhaps fwears by
the Divinity that there is none. It
is plain that this fort of men decry

* 2.God, becaufe they would not be

obliged by his-Laws. Senfuality

D makes
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makes them defirous to remove all
ftops of a wicked life, and there-
fore they whet their wits (fuch as
they are) to anmihilate Religion,
and to extirpate a Deity. An ab-

Picty engages them againft the The-
ory. Their Lives influence on their
Belief. They are addicted to A-
theifm by their Lewd and Prophane
Courfes. DT
For we muft obferve this,. that
thefe two mutually advance one an

other. ~ As Atheifm is the highway -

to Wickednefs: ( which the Pfalmut
takes notice of when he faichy The
fool bath [aid in-his hearty There is no
God: Corrupt are they, and have dine
abominable miquity, Pfal. 53. 1.) fo
tis as true that Wickednefs is the
original of Atheifm and Infidelity.

For ‘twas rightly faid by a Great i

Man, * None deny there 15 2 God but

thofe

|

u
&
!
{

A

,i;
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thofe for whom 1t maketh that there'were
no God. For they know that if there

be one, he will certainly judg them
for their evil doimgs. They cannot

- § therefore be fecure:in their fins ufi-
horrence of the Practical part of (@

lefs the notion and remembrance of

¥ 2 Deicy be blotted out. ' Tt is'theif

fuppofed Intereft’ then ;' noe -their
Reafon, that- makes them” deny''d
God 3 for it is théir Concerny to"beé
perfwaded, that there 1s norie’ o
puifh tHem. - Briefly, chey are u-
willing  to-believe any thing ‘bt
what their Luft fhall put info the#t
Creed. Thus you fee thie true Keds
fon of the Atheifni of thefe times.
It is fed and pasiiperd by Touiry 3
the ‘conftanit Furies and Stearis of
this affect thé Btain, and diféont:
pofe the Intellect. Pidctical Atheifmi
Jeads'to that which is Dogmatical;
;. e, holding andbelieving that there
is no God. Evil ‘and pervetfe minds;
profane and debauch'd lives,{trange-

D 2 ly
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ly fhut ouc this Vile Perfwafion,
take care to fupprefs your Evil Af-

wont to court mens underftandings
to turn Atheifls. = .

. VIL Atheifks take occafion from
our Divifuns, Broils, and duimofr-
ties from the many Parties and
Squadrons of Sefs that are in the

gion ; and they refolve to- profefs
gone till they can fee them all
Agreed. Thus * Tully obferved of
oldy that the Diffentions of Philo:
fophers, . the various Sentiments and
Opinions that prevail'd among them
were a caufe of fome mens denying
a Deity, at leaft of their ftaggering
about it. And truly this Obferva-
tor himfelf, in his Books De Nata-

ra Deorum, is fo given to the Aca-

¥ De Nat. Deorum, Lib, 1. -

dehicd

IY byafs‘and inCIine men to this. ”
Wherefore if you would effectual-

e l'.%%”""‘wmzamw, s
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demical vein of Difputing, that he
feems fometimes to be irrefolv’d

! whether there is any God or no. So
3 : # it hath been among fome of thofe
fections and Practices, for thefe are

who have taken upon them the ex-

1, ternal Denomination of Chriffans.
| The Differences in Opinion, the
Frrors and Herefies which they
" take notice of, caufe them to fufpect

ea to renounce all Truth. A great

‘ . ' deal of the Acheifm of this prefent
World, to bid defiance to all Reli- '

Age may be afcribd to this. Some
behold the great Scufflings that are
about Religion, not only the Sin-
gle Combates, but the Pitch'd Bat-
cels that are about it, and thereup-
on they difcard all thoughts of any
fuch thing, and become perfect
Libertines. And herein they are
promoted and pufhd on by fuch
petfons as the Author of Fiat Lux
and the Treatife of Humane Reafon

~ who both defign Scepticzfm, and fo

Atheifm.

D3 Buc
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‘But though it s thus, though
the Different Perfwafions about Re-

ligious Macters have this ill effect, §

yet this can be no true Reafon wh

of 2 God.  For he that is truly ra-
rional and confiderate, will racher
make this an Argument of the con-
traty ; for it was forerold by * Chrift
and his + Apoftles, that Errors and
Delufions fhould be in the World,
and therefore the Fulfilling of thefe
Prophecies be as witnefs rot cnly

to.the Truth of the Writings of the .}

New Teftament, and confequent-
Iy of Chriftianity, but of the Divi-
nity it felf. For things of this na-
ture; which depend wholly on free
and arbitrary Caufes, annot be
foretold without Divine and Super-
natural help. ~ None but an All-

i

feeing eyg could have a profpect of

\‘Mdt"’l .~,\ ' L »’ ENEARE
.*. 1. Lulle 1y, 1. .
?, 6 3Pty 3 Ju7de118,% t Tim 4.1, 2Tim. 3.

o | ;hcfé
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thefe future Occurrences. The

Predicting of fuch things to come

is an Evidence of an Omnifcient

" » 4 Deity.
any man fhould renounce the Belief .

And then as to the thing ic felf
why fhould any man think iC
Strange and Unaccountable that
there are Diffentions in Chriften-
dom? He may as well wonder that
chere are Men in the World; for as
long as thefe retain their nature, i e
are {ubject to Prejudice, Love of
Intereft , Paffion, Pride, and the
like, there will be Errors and He-
refies, for thefe proceed from fome
of thofe ill Principles: and unlefs
God fhould change the frame of
the World, and deftroy the free-
dom of Man's will, i. e. make him
another Creature, it cannot be other-
wife. How unreafonably then do
men queftion a God, and cry out
againft Religion it felf becaufe they

fee fo many of this fort of Difor-
D4 ders
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ders in the world 2 Whereas it s

certainy that it is not the fault of

Religion that things are thus, but
they are thus becaufe men have fo
liccle Religton. .

Again, the Cheats and Delufions

that are in the world are ufeful for {

the T7ial of Mankind, that (as the
Apoftle faith ) they who are approved
may be made manifefty 1 Cor. 11. §9.
I do not fay they were defig’d for
this (for no Evil 1s defign'd by God)
yet it is certain they are expedient

for this purpofe ; and there is no

better way to have an experiment
of the UprightJudgment, Sincerity,
Faithfulnefs, and Conftancy of Per-
fons, than by their being exposd
to thefe Impoftures. Laftly, Ged
defervedly Punifbes men with erro-
neous and falfe Doctrines. 2 Theff.

2. 10, 11. Becaufe they recerve not

the love of the truth (yea becaufe ~

they hate it, and oppofe themfelves
' to
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to it ) and bave pleafure in unrighte-
aufne[s, for this caufe be [fends them
forang delufrony that they fball believe
a4 Lye, and that they fhall defend
and maintain it. It is jult with
God to leave men to the Error and
Blindnefs of their Minds, and judi-
cially to give them over to Atheifti-
cal Perfwafions when they have wil-
fully debauchd and abufed their
Faculcies. This is the dreadful,
but juft Judgment of God; and I
doubt not but the prefent Athesfm
of this Age is fuch.

Thus 1t is evident thac Errors
and Diffentions about Religion are
fo far from being Arguments of the
Non-Exiftence of a Deity, that
they are undeniable Proofs of it.
Let not then the diverfity of Sects
and the Difputes of wrangling
Heads (as particularly the late up-
ftart Contraft between the Unitari-
ans and Trinitarians) prejudice us

again
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againft our Chriftian Faith, Buc
let us rather be ftirrd up hence to
hold faft the Principles of our Be-
lief, and to own a Deity when there
are fo many in this degenerate Age
that deny it. And withal, let us
endeavour to banifh Atheifm by do-
ing fo to our Devifins : let us lay
afide our Religious Squabbles, and
arrive at laft to a happy Agreement
in Doétrine, that we may hereby
cut off occafion of Atheiftick Un-
belief on this Account. However,
though in fome Points we can't
fully accord, let us not be hot and
firy againft one another, as if Cha-
rity' were-fio Virtue with us.

VIIL -There is fomething more
heinous thdan Divifins, which fre-
quently occafions Atheifm, and
confirms 'men in it; and that is,
the Hypocrifie and Evil Praélices of
too-many that make a very fair profeffi-
on of Chrifanity. Whillt 1t is ob-
RO fervid

—"
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fervd that they ralk Religioufly,
and pretend to Holinefs , but do
nothing of what they talk of or
pretend to; whilft it is feen that
they have a form of godlinefy but de-

ny the power theresf ; Whilit 1t is evi-

dent that they cry the Temple of the

Lordy the Temple of the Lord, and
yet are unhallowed in their Lives ;
whilft it is known that they lay
claim to the Spirit, but are Carnal
and Senfual in their Manners, and
enterprize very vile things for their
worldly Profit and Advantage; 1n
fhort, whilf} ic is obferv'd that the
Behaviour of fundry of the avowed
Profeffors of Chriftianity is unan-
{werable to their Principles, there
is a fort of men that for the fake of
thefe, prefently conclude all to be
Hypocrites, and Chriftianity it felf
to be an Impofture. This then I
grant, that the Unbecoming Lives
of Chriftians are an unbafpy accaﬁm;‘

o
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of Atheifm fometimes, but they

:

can never be alledged as a fufficient |

ome. For what though there be
mere Pretenders to God/inef§ 2 doth

it thence follow chat there is none j
at all? What though there are g

great numbers of Rehigious Impo-
ftors? Muft I cherefore thence con-
clude that all Profeflors of Religi-
on are an errant Cheat ? Then by
the fame Logick I may perempto-
tily infer, that there is no fuch Me-
tal as Sz/ver, becaufe by too noted
experience we find at this day that
1 is generally counterfeited ; and
there s no fuch thing as True
Coin, becaufe fo much 1s adultera-
ted among(t us. No man of fenfe
will make thefe Conclufions: and
us as certain, that he can with as
little reafon make the others. Let
us not then be abufed by unfound
and fallacious Inferences . let us
not think there is o Religion be-
: caufe

|
;
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caufe there are fo many Unworchy
Retainers to it. Yea,.lec us be
fully convinced of this, that though
Chriftianity . hath been, and is 1o
this day abufed and fophifticated,
and thereby difhonoured ; yet it.is
a Reality, and we may ventuse our
Lives upon it. And {fecing the
Evil Deportment of fome that pro-
fefs Chriftianity is the greateft €n-
couragement to Atheifm and Vice,,
let us all make it our great buﬁn@é
to adorn our Profeffion with a-ho-

| . ly, {trict, and exemplary. Conver-.
 fation. Ler our light o fbine before.

meny that otbers [eeing vur. good works
may be fo far from denying, that
they may glorifie Ged. - And, let us
pray for the arrival of thac Happy
Day (and I hope it is not very far
off ) when Religion fhall univer-
fally bear fway upon Earth, and

* when mea fhall be throughly con-

vinced of the real Worth of Chri-
ftianity
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ftianity from the Practices of thofe
that profefsit.

IX. In-the next place, more
particolarly, the 14 Examples of
fome who by their Ofhce are Sp:-

rituali Guides and Infirattors , are &

mentton'd as another greae occafton
of Irteéligion -and Achéifmi’ [t is
neceffary to take notice of this, ‘be-
catfe it is alledged (but’ vety fre-
%'liently«; without grouid?) by the
worn Patrons of that Caufe which
I aim-now pleading againft. They
obfeive of fome of this Order of
men, thac they urge Virtue and
Holinefs with great Warmth and
pathetick “Zealy and yet are very
cold, yea 'wholly neglectful in the
Practice’’6F them, and vifibly fa-
vour thofé Viices and Enormities
which they diffwade others from ¢
whence it is no wonder ( fay chey )
that thefe Perfons are not believed
to be in good earneft, yea that they
are
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are thought. not to believe.:them-
felves, z. e, to be really perfwaded
that thofe -things: are true’: which
they difcourfe of 5 for it.is:feen;
that cheir: Lives:wholly .contradict
their Do&ime.. - Whengé this rath
Conclufion js.made, that Preachimg
is-a meer Txadey! that the:Minifte:
rial Fun¢tion is 2 :Cheat; :and ‘that
Religion it felf is fo tooy and thie
a Deity is no other. . Thus where
is'- there more of - Atheifm thian in
Italy; the Pope’s own Soily part of

| which is calld Holy Land¢ Which
the Obferving * Author of Burgpe

Speculum (who had conversid 1 his
Travels with the ltalzansy and-knew
them very. well ) attribiwes to-the
grQis'WiCkednéfs of the RomanCler:
g7, and. particularly of- the Popes
and Cardinals, of whofe fcandalous

| Speéches and ' Actions “thie people

of that Country have a. greater

"% 5i» Edwyn Sandys. AR
- know-
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knowledge than others.-. ‘They are

pot ignorant that feveral Popes were |
1ned to be : § of it, live continually in oppofition
when he was: dying told the Sean- §
{ Ctices, and are feen to be guilty of

inclined to be Atheifts:; as Paul 3.

ders.by, that he thould now know

three "things 5 ¥:z...whether the §
Soul be imniortal,;: whether there §
¥ be iagined. Their being fo near
% to the Head of that Religion (as ke is
§ ftiled) makes them averfe to the
§ whole kind.
p _ 4 8 eafure the cafe of People in other
and.God and:the Soul's Immortali- §
| __ b flant Faith is profefled, but is ac-
the lewd and diffolute Practicesof 7 ‘
§ Lives and Lewd Pratices of fome
§ that are immediately concern'd in
| Holy things, and whofe Employ-
i ment it 1s to direct others in Reli<

be a Hell, and whether: there be a
God. And fobi 23.{as is plain from
that Council of Confimice:-by whem
he was depofed } - profefs'd that he
look'd upon Religion ‘as a Fable,

ty as fuch: And chey dayly behold

fome of the Cardinals and Prefates,
Abbots, Monks, and of their Parifh-
Priefts, which' veéry :thing (as the
forefaid Author obferves’) makes
them the moft Irreligious People
in the World, yea'caufes them to
defie all’ Religton for their fakes.
Efpecially they conclude, that there
is nothing true and real in Chrifh-

anity,

&

g

i
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anityy becaufe fo many of the emi-

nent Pretenders to it and Allertors
to all Religious Principles and Pra-

the moft horrid Impieries, of the
moft execrable Villanies that are to

And ‘this is 2 fome
Countreys, where evern the Protes

companied with the Scandalous

gion.
But to fpeak impartially to any

confiderate Perfon, this cannot yield
# an occafion of being Atheiftical : for

though the manriers of fome of the
E Sacred
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Sacred Funétion be offenfive, yet |

tis irrational and abfurd to blaft
all Religion for their Mifdemean-
ours. We do not read that our Sa-
viour condemned the Fewsfb Church

- and Mofaick Law becaufe of the Hy-

pocrifie and Wickednefs of the
Chief Priefts, Scribes, and Doctors

of the Law. Nay, he tells the

People, AU that they bid you obferve,
that obferve and do 5 but do not ye af-
ter their worksy Matth. 23. 3. As
much as if he had faid, The Mo-
ral Law, and all the Offices of Re-
ligion, are not in the leaft difcre-
dited by the vicious Manners of
fome of your Teachers. Be careful
that you imitate them not in their
Practices ; but be very obfervant

of the Holy Dotrine which they
deliver ; entertain no ill Thoughts :

of it, becaufe of the corrupt Lives

‘of your Guides. The like may be {
faid now 3 the Faults and Mifcar- |
, Xiages |

i
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riages of any Ecclefiaftical Perfons
mift not be charged on the Sacred
Infticution of Chrift ; we ought
not to think ill of Chriftianity tot
the diforderly Behaviour of any fpi-
ricual Officers in the Church, We
fee thac there is no man refufes to
follow a Learned Phyfician’s Pre-
fcriptions and Rules concerning
Healch, becaufe he doth not ob-
ferve them himfelf. Nor can the
Spiricual Patient with any reafon re-
ject the Rules of Saving Healch
and Happinefs, though they are not
obfervd by the Prefcriber himfelf.
But to be yet more plain with
the Perfons | am now dealing with,
they { of all men ) cannot with any
tolerable pretence make uf€ of this
Plea: they cannot complain of the
Lives of the Clergy as adminiftring
to their difregard of Religion, for
tHe more ftrict and religious any
Church-itian is; the more is he de-
E =2 fpifed

4_——4
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fpifed and hated by them. A Pious
Clergy-man is reckon’d by them a
weak fhallow Creature, a fantaftick
Bigot, and is laughd at as fuch.
So that it is evident, that what they
alledge concerning the undue Be-
haviour of fome that ferve at the
Altar, is a more groundlefs Cavil ;
for they would have all men as
Wicked and Debauchd as ehem-
felves.

It moft indeed be acknowledged,
that this is 2 great Scandalyand of ve-
1y pernicious confequence, and fuch
as 1s not to be permitted with im-
punity in the Church: but it 1s no
excufable ground of Impiety and A-
theifm. However, fince it s fo hei-
nous 1n it felfy and is made by the
perverfe minds of many an Excufe
for their Acheifm, it is the concern
of all Chriftian Guides of Souls to
be Examples to the Flock, to con-
form thew Lives with great Cir-

ctm~

.

I

T
T e
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cumfpection and Exactnefs to the
Laws of Chrift Jefus their Mafter,
and to take care to perform them-
felves whatever they require othets
to do.

X. Unbelief of 2 God is occaft-
on'd fometimes by the Strange Revo-
Iutions and Changes, the Odd Events,
and Unaccountable Admini brations that
are in the World. Efpecially men
are inclined to queftion God's Exi-
ftence as well as his Providence
when they behold the profperous
ftate of the moft vicious Perfons,
and on the contrary, obferve how
miferably fometimes the Beft men

are treated in this Life, and at Death

are not at all differencd from the
Worft, but perifh alike. Then
you fhall hear one cry out, Quis pu-
tet effe Deos 2 And another ufes the
like Language of the Poct,

Dum rapiant mala fata bonosy—

Sollicitor nullos effe putare Deos.
E 3 Bus

___4A
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But any upderftanding man, who
will take time to confider and deli-
berate, will fee that nothing of this
nature can juftly adminifter matcer
of Acheifm. For it muft be re-
membred, that we are finite fhal-
low Creatures, and are not able to
comprehend the Wife Defigns and
Purpofes of Heaven in every Event
that we fee: and therefore when we
meet with obfcure and rugged Dif-
penfations, and fuch as feem ‘to be
very diforder'd and irregular, we
have no ieafon to find fault with
them, and to think them unworthy
of God, and of Divine Providence,
becaufe we are not able to make a
judgment of them. ~ Thofe Events
which feem to be excentrick and at
random, are guided by a fteady un-
erring hand : but we have not depth
of Apprehenfion to conceive it at
prefent. - But it may be afterwards,
When our minds are more enlight-
7 nedy
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ned, we fhall know how to folve
thefe difficule Phenmena. How-
ever, at the laft Day all thefe In-
trigues, thefe Knots, thefe Laby-
rinths, thefe Riddles, fhall be ful-
ly refolved ; and it {hall be part of
our employment in the other world,
to admire and adore the Infinite
Wifdom of God in the difpofal of
the Affairs here on Earth. And
particularly we fhall then be fauis-
fied, yea we may be now, concer-
ning the forefaid Problem, v:z. the
Profperity of the Wicked, and the

contrary Circumftances of the Good 5

for 'tis evident, that thefe are accor-
ding to exatt Juftice and Wifdom.
God intended the former fhould
bave their portion in this life only s
and he defigned the latter to be pre-
pared for Heaven by thofe rougher
dealings here below. o

Laftly, Learned Tumes, efpecial-
ly if accompanied with Peace or
| ‘ E 4 Profpe-

e ____.‘ )
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rity, are reckon'd by a * Judicious

Perfon as another Caufe of Atheifm. j
Nor is this inconfiftent with what |

I faid before, that Jgmorance is the

Mother of Atheifm. For Learned

or Peaceable times are only thus |
far conducible to this Great Evil, |
that men are then generally too In-

quifitive and Curious, too Nice

and Wanton, and over-bufily pry f
inco Secrets 3 which when “they |
cannot fatisfie themfelves about, §

they are inclined to be Acheiftical, |

and to doubt even concerning the

chief things of Religion. W here- 1

fore I queftion not but the flarting §
and keeping up at this day the De- §
bates about the Doctrine of the Hs- 1
ly Trinity are a great advancement
to this evil difpofition of. mind. \
There are thofe who puth on both :
Parties to wrangle and qparrel a- é

bout this Grand Point, and in the
* Lord B4s0r’s Effays.

mgan
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mean time laugh at the Comba-
rants on both fides, Whillt they
encourage fome Writers to baftle
the Trimty of Divine Perfons, their
Project is to deftroy the &ffence it
felf. Whilft they put them upon
maintaining the Unity of the God-
head, they hope in the clofe of the
Difpute to introduce a Nullity not
only of ‘the Deity, but of all Re-
ligion. For by thefe Bandyings
backward and forward, they know
that mens minds will be unfettled
and that they will be apt to waver
about the truth and certainty of che
main Articles of our Religion.

When Perfons obferve, that the.
very Divinity of our Blefled Lord -

and Saviour is tofsd and torn by
rude Fens ; when they fee fo Cathe-
Jick 2 Dorine atrackd with fuch
Violence 5 what can they think of

the other great Verities of Chrifti-

anity 2 And withall, the Anti-Tri-
- nitarians

eSS,
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nitarians hereby provoke fome of
their Adverfaries to an indecent
fort of Language concerniug thefe
Holy Myfterics: fo that fome of
thefe latcer have hurt the Caufe it
may be almoft as much by their
Defending it, as the others have by
their Oppofing it. Thus it muft
needs be when Perfons immoderate-
ly indulge Curiofity in thefe Abftrufe
and Sublime Matters, and will not
be content with what the Brb/e and
tmmediate Inferences drawn thence
fuggeft to us. By this means they
lofe their hold, and give their An-
tagonifts a clear Advantage againft
them, and manifeftly promote the
Defign of thofe who make it their
work to make void the Notion of 2
Deicy.

Nay, in the very Socenian Do-
Ctrirs it felf there feems to be an
Athesflick Tang. Would not a man
guels that there is an approach to

Atheifm

the Caufes of Atheifm.  éx

'l Atheifm 1n thofe R eflections which
J are made on a Sermon preach'd by
§ the Right R everend Bithop of Wor-
cefter, * where one of the moft re-
% ceivd Notions eoncerning the Na-
{ ture of the Deity it felf is cathier'd.
i The Self-Exiftence of God, which
| s the Primary, Fundamental, and
! Effential Propesty, and is the very
1 Life and Soul of the explicatory
| part of the DoCtrine of the Deity,
| 1s peremptorily pronounced by them
L to be a Comradittion. Tt is well
L known, Socinus, and Crellius, and
1 others of this Party, deny God’s
Ilmmenﬁty, i. e. his being prefenc

every where as to his Effence and
Nature. All of them agree, thac
i he hath not 2 Knowledge and Fore-
 {ight of every thing that happens in
g the World, for future Contingen-
! cies are hid from him. Particularly

* Confiderations on the Explications of the Do€trine
9( the Trinity, Page 5, 6,7. . .
' o Socipus

.
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‘PS ocinus largely argues againft this fnyious fort of Matter, not that he

refcience, ,and tells u;sf that he i wholly Incorporeal, and altoge-
to be laugh'd at that aflerts the con-Ycher free from Matter.  This is the
trary.  Nay, it is farther obferva- ffame wich Mr. Hobbs's Corporeal
ble, that this great Patriarch of the JGod, Thus four of the Chief At
pyc:lfcnt Caufe difowns the Immate-}eributes of the Deity, viz. Self-
:;l‘a Oé Sl””é”"{ g"”‘" e of ,GOd) a1 Exiftence, Omniprefence, Omm:fcience;
puay be urdeniably ge;)therd from | and Spirituality, are either in whole
his T Pago ition 1(1)' _&}rf 4. 24.andJor in part reje¢ted. Whereupon,
other Pa age:i in his Writings. And |1 ask this Queftion, Whether thefe
.fxs ollowed by Crellius, as 1s ma-§ things do not difcover a Tendency
iu eft fr.om that Account which this} (to fay no more) in the dnti-Trini-
fatter gives of a Spirst, when || hef rarians o that which I am charging
peaks of the Nature of God. Helthem with ? For to aflert a God;

doth not make it to be any thing
above a refined body, a fubftance voud
of all grofs mattery fuch as the Air
or ther is. So that when thefe
men call God a Spirst, their mean-
ing is, that he is a Fine and Te-

* Praled. cap, . ds
:i df‘:’;:‘ : :J ”/:r:;joi;";ms ’ﬂ gl,):rz,q;iIS‘gz';'z't/Z i::fzftnf ' ffgftu‘z
eraffisie, qualem i;:” ::;paf:“fg‘jnzz;:r;zeiifbigz }sz;oe’é”??;

sernimus, ali
s alienams  Hut [enfu Awgelos dicimus Spiritus

& Aerem, &c, De Deo & Attrib, cap. 15.
nuious

and yet to deny fome of his Choi-
ceft Properties ( whereby we know
him to be God ) is in effect the

fame with denying a Deity.
~ If they diftinguith between the
Englifb and Foreign Socintans (as I
perceive they do) and tell us that
the former do not affert the things
‘before mention'd, I anfwer, the
very Bnglifly Prints avouch the ﬁr£§
o
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of thofe Particulars: and as for the
reft, they being the Doctrine of the’
Chief Patrons of the Socinian Caufe, |
yea and of the Mop of them, the |
Englith Unitarians ate involved in ,

them, becaufe thofe Foreigners are §

the greateft and moft fubftantial
part of that Body of men calld §u-
cinians. Thus the Trinitarian Scheme
of Religion, drawn up by fomie En- |
glith Socinians of late is thought by
them vo touch all the Trinitarians |
( elfe it could not be {tiled the T7:-
nitarian Scheme) thought every indi- §
vidual Trinftarian doth not hold all §
thofe things mentioned there. Let §
them apply this, and they will have
nothing to abjett. - ]
And furcher, I would argue
from their own avowed Principle }
which is that they are to admit of no- §,
thing but what is exattly adpufled tv §
Nature's and Reafor's Lsght, nothing §
but what is emively clear and evident ; |
for
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for though it is true fome Socinian
Writers of late have laid afide chis
Notion (and cruly we may obferve
that they are thifting every day their
Arguments, and fo we know not
where to have them) yet he that is
acquainted with the Writings thac
make up the main Body of Secimia-
nifm knows full well that this is a
Principle conftantly afferted and
maintaind by the generalicy of
them, and upon alloccafions infift-
ed upon. This hathbeen the Stanch
Notion of the Great Dons of the
Party, -and of the famous Socinus
himfelf. And S/cktingius, though
he feems indeed fometimes to be
otherwife perfwaded, yet comes to-
this at laft, thac the Trinuy 15 @
Doctrine that can't be borne, becavfe
it can't be underflood. And whydo
* Crellius and others arguefrom R ea-

* Comment. Vol. I page 118. * De Uno Deo P.

lib. 3. fedt. 1, 2.

fon
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fon and Logical Arguments againft
the Trinity, if they do not refufe
the Dottrine upon the account of
Reafon? And it is certain they
would not do this if they were not

perfwaded that thefe things in Re- .

ligion muft be adjufted to Natural
Reafon, and that they are difpleafed
with the Do¢trine of the Trinityand
Iucarnatiom, &c. becaufe thefe are
not exactly fquared to their Natu-
ral Notions. You fee then what
1s the fentiment of the Greateft
Ruabbies of this way, and therefore
we muft make our eftimate of the
Socinian or Antitrinitarian Do-
Ctrine from thefe, and not from
one or two Modern Writers. This
¥ think will be granted by all men

of reafon. |
But what if it doth appear that
even the very Englifb and Modern
Socinians, though they feem to wave
chis Principle, do yct retain i, and
govern

I 1w S0 . TR0 1 G 3o - M S oS
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govern themfelves by it 2 Elfewhy

| do they complain that ™ they bave no

congeption of the Trinity as the Trint-
tarians reprefent it to them, they
cannot form an idea of it 5 3t 15 a noti-
on that excites no tdea’s in thesr minds 3
i s égainﬂ Reafon and Natural Light 2
We are advifed by the Modern Pen-
men 4 to confult our Reafm about the
thing in queftion 5 and if we do foy we
fball find an abfolute smpoffibility tn the
Trinttarian Doltrine: our Reafon will
affure us that an Almighty Father and
an Almighty Son are moft certainly two
Godsy and that two Creators can be no
sther than twoGods: therefore we may,
and we muft infer that the explication
of the firft Verfes of St. ]ohn’s Gof-

ely which advances [uch 4 Doidrine,
is certainly falfe.  Again, the
Englifb Socimans tells us that |l the

* Letter of Refolution concerning the Do&rine of the
Trinity. The Unreafonablenefs of the Dotrine of the
Trinity. 1 An Accurate Fxamination of the Principal
Texts, &e. chap. 5. [} Obfervarions on the Anfwer to
the brief Miftory of the Unitarians, chap- 2. R
' Dotirine
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Doétrine of the Trinity clafbing al- ¥ -
y clafoing § sbove their Reafon, and Natural

togetber with our vatural idea’s can be

#o matter af Revelation, and therefore 1

aught not to be believd, And hear J| matter of their Faith. This 15 it

'§ which the Reverend Perfon before

nation, which fully fpeaks their ab- § named charges thefe men with in
folute adherence to this Principle, §
T We abide by this Argument, bere w; * Sermon and cer-
fixc our footy never to be removedy that § tainly he would not

the inconfrfbence of the Trimity ( as have done it if there were no fuch

well as the Incarnation) with Reafm § P !
and Natural Knowledge )bgjng u”di:{(z £ that there are fuch, and I-thlnk I
' have proved it from their own

bave no real foundation in Divine Re- mouths. im of thei ‘
% nion and refolution is this, thae

ture.  And we find that our Englif/h ; there is nothing difficult and ab.

their Final and Refolute Determi-

bly evident, therefore this Dotrine can
Velationy that is to fay, in Holy Scrip-

Wntarians * argue from Reafon in
this Poine, and they declare that
they cannot believe it becaufe R ea-
fon doth not teach it. Thus we

find that the bottom of all is, the

Trinity and fuch like Doétri o
~ uch like Do L Oy e
- Chrines are * yee Ancierinicartans 3 weare affured

_ 1+ Letter of—Re?(;];T - .
Trinity. * Obferv tion concerning the DoGrine ofthe -

3 s vations on the A . £
Hiftory of the Unitarians, _cbap.ex; afiver to the bricf 1.

above
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Idea’s, and therefore they are no

a great part of his
* Of the Myfteriss of
the Chriftian Faith.

erfons in being. It is too plin

The fum of their Opi-

ftrufe in Religion, and that they

¢ will not believe any thing i Chri-
~ ftianity but what they can make out
- by Reafon: otherwife it muft be

difcarded prefently. .
 Now, to apply this Prineiple of

that we camot by fearching fnd ont
Ged, Job 11.7: his Infinste Natirre
S F 2 and
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Trinity is thockd by them: and

confequently one would be apt to

gather that a Socinian, fo far as he -
far above them: it is impoffible i is led by this Principle, is an Atkerfh,

that the Apprehenfions of finite . or ( left that fhould feem harfh )

Creatures fhould reach thefe thi , 4 one that favours the Caufe of A-
acures fhould seach e things: | theifm. For he may as well quit

therefore: accordi id f
Principle, fhédﬂ,%,‘t;?i;:f ﬁéefsg § che belief of a God becaufe of thefe
obliged-to believe any fuch things; § Difficulties and Abftrufiries in the
they muft not admit of the Infinite i Nature of God, as renounce the
Nature of God, _angerlling which Doctrine of the Trimty, becaufe
our Conceptions will always be ob- ¢ l’:here‘.ax:‘c fome mexphcable and un-
foure and. uproportionate 3 o, wntelligible things that accompany
they cannot but infer from cheir i 1 But becaufe all men do not fol-
own Maxim. that Ged is an i mpol- . low the nacural " Conduct of their
fible Being,, at leaft that His In- i Principles (the. Divine Providence

menfe Nature is fuch. They cannot |

and Immenfe Effence are not com-
menfurate to our Conceptions, are |
not adjufted to our Ideas, but are

over-ruling in thefe cafes ) Tdonot

comprehend and conceive the Man- * here paff an Univerlal Certore, &

. 0= 4o not fpeak of every individual
%erifs f the Igmenfci and Infinite man, nayPI hope charirably concer-
th F ce or Knowledge of God; 1 ning moft of them. However, it
fhs:,esgggé t};ely ;mu{} difown che ! isto be fear'd, that fome are un-
of “t%xci'r Om‘;:nve;;()fef?;sl?x vgrtllie ¢, happily under the force and {way
. sd Principle; | . -cinle
the Godhead it felf as well asﬁhé of the foregoing ll‘?rxficlple : dig{%

e . >
Tromty

.
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thefe are the Perfens I fpeak |
and no cther. = 1 ek o
~ Thefe things I freely and openly
fuggeft. Which the Lea_mecf ané

Ingenious Gentlemen of the Rac

pian Perfwafion cannot diflike, un- 3 . : ,
L ey o o e, | 25 25 7 TS
?’n -efs- tlf}cy difclaim the_1 rown Wi Generous Princt 'lesg° and I muft
bltg %;;moﬁatﬁyi;rz 35613 almloﬁlall tell them there E nc;t a Friend of
o Frecdom ot Dhfcme vety [8€) § cheiss in all heir dear Eleutheropo’s
of fpeaking their Thoughs, Whicﬁ that is more difingaged and unby-

they applaud as a very Generous and -

Noble thing,. and mueh value them- - |
felves upon it. They cannot deny i
that to me which they allow of and :

magnifie in themfelves, efpecially g lec the World fee chat I am not ea-

when I moft facredly profefs to |
them that I have fincerely delivered
my Thoughts, and fpoken what1
canceive to be the words of Truth |
and Sobernefs. - Wherefore I ex- !
m be approved of by Perfons |
* An EXhOItat'rpn to a¥Free and Impartial Enquiry, & ﬁ

0
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Y of their Ingenuity and Free Tem-

pery who (asIfind) blame others
(even fome of the Clergy ) for pal-
liating and differnbling, and not
fpeaking out. 1 think they will

afsd than I am.

But though I have ufed a beco-
ming Freedom, yet there are fome
things that T omit, becaufe I would

ger and lavifh in blaming and cen=
furing any Party of Men, efpeeially
f{ince it is fuggefted to me by forfte
chat are Learned and Sober of that
Perfwafion, that it is hard that
their Opinion thould fuffer for the
10 Confequences of ity Or for the In-
[fencerity of any tha;-: profefs it, OF
4

.
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fages which occurr in fome of their
late Writers.

gling Age ; that 1t may be feen,
that whilft T remonftrate againft
the Errors and Miftakes ("as I fup-
pofe them to be) of any Side, |
can forbear to publith the Aggra-
vations of them, and that I had ra-
ther the Truth fhould prevail than
the Concrary Opinion, - or the Main-
taners of it fhould be expofed. Fi-

and unfeafonable to contend among
our felves ar home whilft our Ar-

abroad.
‘The Proper Antidote belonging

this; Let us make a Difference be-
tween Fymte Beings and chat which
- is

s S S G o S A .

by reafon of the Rafb indifcreet Paf-

_ I do 1t Likewife be- |
caufe 1 would give the World an §
Example of Moderation and Tem- |
per in this Difputing and Wran- |

nally, I confider that it is improper |
mies are engaging the Enemy

to this Head of my Difcourfe is |

o b SRS RIS TS i DT
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is Infinite : for feeing there is fuch
a Vaft Difference between them,
we ought to obferve it. . ‘We can-
not form the fame Conceptions of
one and the other ; yea the latter is
exalted above our reach and com-
prehenfion ; wherefore let us be fa-
tisfied, that the Properties of an
Infinite Seing (fuch as God is) are
incomprehenfible , and therefore
that may be poffible in the Infinite
Nature of God (as namely that it
is communicable to Three Diftinct
Perfons ) which is impoffible in
the Finite Nature of Man or other
Creatures. Let us attend to that
which may be known, and that
clearly and diftin¢tly, and not trou-
ble our thoughts and wrack our
brains about Ulnfearchable Myfte-
ries. A Lover of Peace as well as
Truth fhould not be fo much folli-
citous about the Manner of the Three
Perfmalities or Subfiftencies as abo;]lt

- the
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the Trinty it felf. We are fure of
the lacter, as fure as the Scripture
can make us; therefore it doth not
become us to wrangle about the
former ; efpecially when we find

that ill-minded men make ufe of

this Quarrel to promote the Caufe
of Atheifm; and truly they make
advances towards it every day.

I proceed to Other Doctrines
which adminifter to this Great
Evil which [ have been fpeaking of.
and which may juftly be reckoned
among the Blemithes of thefe In-
quifitive Times. Such is that of 2
* late Writer, that the Books of the
Old Teftament were not written
by thofe Perfons whofe Names they
bear, that the Hiftorical parts of
the Bible are lame and imperfect,
and repugnant to themfelves ; that
the Wricings were not carefully
and faithfully tranfmitted to us, but

* Spinofa. Tratfs Theol, Polit, cap. 8, 9, Io.
abound
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abound with many faults and mi-
ftakes, chat the Books of the Pre-
phets are mere {craps and fragments,
and taken without order and me-
thod from other Writings. All
which put together, deftroys the
Authority of Divine Revelation,
and confequently of all Reveald
Religion, from whence we have
the ftrongeft and moft pregnant As-
guments for a Deity,
" Again, The fame Defign is ad-
vanced in thefe Learned Times by
thrufting of Opinions and Theories
on the world in defiance of the
plain Letter and Hiftorical Part of
the Bible: as if the Sacred Hiftory,
which was written by Infpired
Men, were not as credible and au-
thentick as that of Prophane Au-
thors. The frame of the Pramutive
Earth is reprefented oppofite to
what Mofes tells us it was: the ac-

count which he gives of Paradife
as
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(as'it is a Particular Place ) is
contradicted, yea it is ftrongly a-
verr'd, that' there never was any
fuch ‘thing. What Mofes relates
concerning  our Firft Parents is
laugh'd at as a2 Romantick Story.
"The Univerfal De/uge in Noab's time
is ateributed to an accidental diru-
ption ‘of the Earth; which when
fcann'd, is found to be fictitious
and imaginary, and-thence the De-
luge it felf is concluded by many
to be fo; and Mofes is reckond by
them asan Impoftor. Which is
taken notice 'of, and-thus animad-
verted upon by a Curious Obferver,
and One who (as becometh fo
Learned an Head ) joyns Religion
with his Philofophical R efearches,
* The Atbeiftical Party bad hereby an
occafin ( faith he' ) boldly to grve out
that fueh. a Deluge as that defcribed
by M(}fés was altogether incredible ,

. :" Dr. Wasdward’s Hifk. of the Em:th, Part 3. 161
and
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and that there never wasy nor could be
any fuch thing, Nothing was talkd
of among them under Mathematical
Demonftrations of the falfbood of 1,
which they vented with all imaginable
Triumpb, and would needs bave it that
they had bere $prung a frefb and unan-
fwerable Argument againfe the Authen-
tickne(s of the Mofaick Writings 5 which
is indeed what they drive aty and
Point they véry famn would gam. For
if the Pen-man of the firft book in
the Bible be found tripping, then
the Credit of all the reft falls to the
round ; we may juftly queftion
their Fidelicy, yea deny whatever
they fay. And fo the Bible falls,
and wich it all our Religim, and
wich that neceffarily a Destys which
is the thing ultimately aimed at, I

do not fay by the firft Hand from

whence thefe Notions came ( for
I charitably hope betzer things of

fo Learned a Perfon, efpecially ﬁn}c]c

e
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he hath fhew’d himfelf not unwil-
ling to retract them) but by chofe
ill-minded men who make their
Markets of thefe Opinions. All
that I will add here is this, thac if
(according to a Learned * Doctor
of the Sorbon ) it be a4 very dange-
rous Paradox to prefume to deny that |
the Pentatench was compofed by Mofes,
and accordingly Hobbes and Spinofd |
are condemn’d by him for ufing Ar-
guments to that purpofe, then fure-
ly it mut be much more dange-
rous and pernicious to hold that
any part of Mofes’s Writings is mere
Forgery and Fiction, 7. e. was de- |
figned only to comply with the Ig- |
norant fews at that time, and doth
not contain matter of fa¢t. Ihave ¢
faid fomething of this nature in an- !
other place, and on another aceount; |
but I never had occafion before to |
reprefent it as an unhappy Handle
* Du-Pin Hift, of Bcclef, Writers. Prelim, Dzﬁértat-
which

e . o
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which Atheiftically difpofed Per<
fons may lay bold upon. - Where-
fere ler, thofe who are Philofophi-
cally difpofed take warning hence,

| and forbear to prefer their own pre-

carious Hypothefes before the plain
Account which this Infpired Hi-
ftorian gives of thofe firft things in
the World. Let none- prefume to
reprefent the Writings of this Fir(t
Author as falfe, in order to make

I their own true, and thereby to gra-
5 tifie the worf} fort of men. Ineed
J. mot fay more here; becaufe I have
. already antidoted againft che Infe-

¢tion of thefe two laft Heads, vzl
in thofe Difcourfes wherein I have

- treated of the Autherity and Perfetti-

on of the Scriptures. |
In the next place, Learned En<

quirers are apt to give Encourage-
" ment to Atheifm by an obflinate en-
- deavouring to folve all the Phoenome-

na in-the world by mere Natural and
" Cor-

V.
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Corgoreal Caufes, and by their averfe-
nefs to admit of the aid and concur-

rence of a Supernatural or Imma- |

terial Principle for the production
of them, The Mechanick Philofophy
hath done a great deal of mifchief
on this account: not but that (fo
far as it ought to be made ufe of )

ic.is generally the moft excellent |
( becaufe the moft. plain and fenfi- |

ble ) way of difplaying the Opera-

tions of Natural Bodies: and it

cannot be denied, that fince This
hath been revived and -enrertain'd,
there hath been that Improvement
in Natural Philofophy which never
was thoughe of before, and which
could never.have been attaind by
the driftotelian way: yet this is to
be faid with truth and reafon, that
the Great Reviver and Manager of
it ha_th carried it on too far by un-
dertaking to give an account of All
Effects and Events ini'the produ-
il ¢tion
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&ion of Vegetables and Animals,
and in the very Formation and
©Organization’ of the Body of Man

| himfelf by mere Mechanick Prin-
§ ciples, thereby in a manner aferi-

bing Divinity to Matter and Moti-

| on. This Great Philofophick Wit ¢

over-fhot himfelf here: and chough
it is-true he hath otherways (viz.
by afferting the Notion of Souls or

b Spirits, and by demonftrating the
E efential and real Difference from
| Bodies ) made fome part of amends
i for this, 'yet there are many at this
} day who make very ill ufe of this

Doctrine. Some take occafion
thence to believe, that Men as well
as Brutes are no other than Engines
and Machines, mere Neurofpafts
and Senfelefs Puppets. Others

? build upen this Notion the Con-

¢ ceit of Thinking Matter, for if Pores
' and Particles do all things in the
" G

Bodies
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Bodies of Brutes, it is probable §
they ferve inftead of Sou/s to thofe §
of Humane Race: and fo a Spiri- §
tual and Immaterial Principle is
excluded. This Philofophy is Vain |
Deceity and too many are $poild §

by it.

great Admirer and Defender of him, }
tells us, thac he never pretended that

tbmgs were made in that manner that [

be defcribes them *. Yéa, we have
Des Cartes's own word for it + 1
require not amy one, faith he, to be-
heve that Bodies which compofe this
Vifible World were ever produced i
that way which 1 have reprefented

them. It feems by his own Con- -

Pars 4.

feflion, §

i
H

%

" But they fhould confider that
the N pblc French Philofopher him- §
felf did not believe all that he §

wrote. Malebranch, who was a |

* Search after Truth, Book 1. t Princip. l;hﬂoﬁ x, :
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feffion, that he was not in gcod
earneft in all the parts of his Phi-
lofophy, and thercfore we may ga-
ther that in fome of the Parciculars
aforemention'd he only propounded
his Conjectures.

We mighe carry this Thought
yet farther, and obferve that the
generalicy of the Modern Philofo-
phers (not only Cartefians, but o-
thers ) have contributed much to
Atheifm, by referring All chings,
not only in Organizd Bodies but
every parc of the World, and all
the Phanomena that we take notice
of in it to a Corgoreal Principle, and
to the Efficiency and Power of this
alone. W hereas, ic s certain that
there are many things which hap-
pen in the World that cannot be
folvd any other way than by the
Superintendence of a Spiritual Be-

ing. There are feveral wonderful
. G 2 Cccur-
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Occurrences which no man ¢an
give an account ofy but by fuppo-
fingan Almighcy Ismaterial Agent;
which is no other than God. Thus
we muft be conftrained to repair
to an Incorporeal Principle to folve
the Caufe of the Seas conftant Ebb-
~ tng and Flowing, and the Attraliion
of the Loadftone, and the Hanging=of
the Clouds, and many other Phens-
mena in Nature: for the Accounts
that are given are imperfect and in-
confiftenty and do no ways fatisfie

any Serious Enquirer. A manthat -

i not willing to be put off wich
flight and infufficient Suggeftions,
¢annot r‘eﬁ in them as true Caufes
of thofe things.  Only Philofophi-
cal men will be affigning fome
Reafons of things, whether they
~can or no: and this is an Iniclinati-

on which is incident to the beft

- and wifelt Naturalifts in all Ages. °

But

o - oy P .
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But they may as reafonably under-
take to fhew whence it is that the
Sun hath its continual Motion
from Faft to Weft, or (as they
would rather exprefs it ) why the
Farth wheels about upon its Axis
from Weft to Eaft : which yet I

"do not fee attempted by any Philo-

fopher whatfoever ; and yet there
is as much reafon for the one as the
other.

So for Gravity, that known af-
fection of Bodies whereby they are
inclined towards the fame Com-
mon Center, it feems not to be
folved by any Principles of Mecha-
nifm that have hitherco been pro-
pounded , whether it be from a
kind of Magnetifm in fome parts of
the Barth ( as hath been imagin'd
by fome) or from the refleCted
Particles of the Celeftial Matter dri-
ving down 10to their places the ear-

G 3 ~ thy
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thy bodies they find above them,
or ( as they at other times are plea-

fed to fpeak ) from the preffure of

the Atmofphere , which moves all
Bodies continually downwards, be-
caufe ic doth it felf prefs always to-
wards the Earth: or whether it be
(as the Learned Ifaac Voffus holds)

from the Diurnal Motion of the Earth,

whereby all heavy Bodies ("which
move with greater difficulty than
light ones) tend to the middle or
Center, and light Bodies are expel-
led towards the Superficies or from
the Center. But a man that would

be very ferious in Philofophizi
| in Ll izing, .
can hardly acquiefce in anypof chefe

Solutions.
fied how Non-gravitation can be and
not be in athing at the fame time
as 1n ‘Water in the Seaor in a Ri3
ver: for it 1s heavy and preffes down
and yet the parts do ot gravitatc;

oo " for

He is not hereby fatis-

' cerning Education. © -

the Caufes of Atheifm. 93

for 'tis known that thofe that dive,
and are under fo great a heap of
Waters, yet feel it not upon them.

1 Here muft be eeds sm' unyeriis there
§ muft be acknowledged an other
f Caufe belides thofe before menti-
I on'd (if they may be faid to be

Caufes at all ).
“And accordingly I find that fome

1 of the moft Judicious Thilofophers
1 of our own Nation have averrd

chat a God, a Divine Incorporeal
- Subftance may be evinced from
\ the Phenomena of

" made good by

Gravity. Thisis
ftrong and nervous
Arguments i0 a0 * Undertaking of
the Learned Dr. More. 1+ Another
Ripe-witted Natuoralift poficively
determines, that the common Phoe-
nomenon of Grawity # impoffible o
be explaind by any natural operation of

’4_,‘_’___.___,___-—————/#—
t My Lack cone

Mat-

« Enchirid. Metaphyf: Cap. 11

G 4
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Matter, or any vther law of Motion bur |

-tbe -poﬁtz:‘ve Pf'/i/l af a Superiau.r Bez'ng)
fo orderimg it.  And there 1s lately

rifen in our Horizon another Bright
from §
e may expect Great Dif- if
coveries : it 15 his frank Acknow- f§
ledgment that this wonderful Pro-

Philofophick Lumuinary ,
whom ‘gv

perty of Bodies, whereby the World
is tied and link'd together, and all
things in it are kept from running

back into their Firft :Chaos and {

Confufion, and which confequent-
ly is neceffary for the welfare, yea
the very {ubfiftence of the Univerfe,

he,

is fu$matum]. * No power, faith *

of ' mere Nature can produce it : 1t

ﬁtrpafretf all the Mechamfm of Matter. g

And indeveral other Inftances which
might be offer'd, there may be feen

a defpair of refolving the nature of

them by material Caufes wholly.

" Dr. Woodward's Nat._Hiﬁ.. of the Earth, Pars 1.

No |

5

£
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No meaner a Perfon than * Doctor
Lower (‘who was voted by all the
Faculty to be one of the moft Ac-
complifh'd Anatomifts of this Age)
imputes the wonderful Motion of the
Hearty and the Circulation of the
Bloed, to a Divine and Supernatu-
ral Caufe. He who was as well
skill'd as any man in the Fabrick of
the Parts and Veflels of the Body,
and knew all the Springs of their
Actions and Operations, was of
opinion, that thefe could not be
folvd by any ordinary Principle.
1 mention this only to let the Rea-
der fee that fome of the Braveft and
Wifeft Philofophers are forward
to own a Divine Hand even in the
Common Works of Nature, They
do not think it below a Man of
Philofophy to refolve fome things
into an Immaterial Principle. For

* De Corde.
a
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4 Pious and Chriftian Philofopher
may plainly difcern that there are
fome things above the Efforts of
Matter and Motion.

It cannot be denied ( whatever
fome are pleasd to fay to the contra-
ry ) that we live in as Learned
Times as ever have been extant. All
~ Arts and Sciences are improved even

to a Prodigy 5 and particularly the
Acceffions which are made to Phi-
Lofophy are very great and aftonifh-
ing. ~Bue yer | muft needs concur
with that very Thoughtful and In-
genious Gentleman  before cited,
who hath moft truly told the
World, that * without the notion and
allowance of Spirits our Philofophy
will be lime and defeltive in ome
main part of it, when 1t leaves out
the Contemplation of the moft Excel-
lent and Powerful part of the Crea-

* Concerning Educarion.
twﬂ,
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timy viz, thofe Immaterial Beings.
And herein he follows all the
Great and Renowned Philofophers
of our Age, efpecially thofe of our
own Country, as Dr. More, Sir
Matthew Hale, Dr. Willis, Mr.
Boyle, Mr. Ray, &c. who pretend
not to folve all things in Philofo-
phy by mere Natural Caufes, who
Jook not upon Man as a piece of
Clockwork, but have frequent re-
courfe to thofe Springs and Caufes
which are Spiritual and Incorpo-
real, and fometimes to the imme-
diate hand of the Almighty Him-
felf. To conclude then, let not
the ineftimable Blefling of Know-
ledge and Learning which is fo pe-
culiar to this Age, make us forget-
ful of the Grand Source and Spring
of all operations and effects in Na-
tare. Let us beware of thofemen
who afcribe all the Phanomena }i}n

the

RS sl




‘which is the Study of Wifdom, af-
fronts the Trueft and Highe(¥ Wif- *
dom 5 and even Natural Philofophy, .
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the world to the power of the mo.

dified matter, and will leave no-
thing for God to do himfelf. Nei-

at a Deity never had a more hope-
ful Harveft then fince thefe Noti-
ons have-prevaild. By this means
it comes to pafs that Philofophy,

which is one of the Choiceft Ac-
complithments of humane minds,

leads men even to the denial of the

Author of Nature.
No wife man will difapprove
of a Latitude either in Philofophy,

there

B 5 e SR e
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| there are thofe that under the pre-

tence of throwing off fome preca-

o : § rious things in the Old Philofo-
tl;lqr let us.‘thlqkhAt‘laatSco P(in\l)gfq- 1 phy, and difcarding the empry Spe-
phize is to jar with the Sacred Wri- § gylations of the Schools caft oft
tings, and to deny the very Natu- § thofe Principles which are ufeful

1a] Hiftory of it. The Scoffers

and found : under the notion of the
Advancements of Arts and Scrences,
and the Improvement of the belles
littresy and carrying Leaming up
to a greater heighth, they 1o the
mmean time help to pull thefe downy
Efpecially in Religion, under the

, colour of fearching further than o+

thers have done into Divine mat-
ters they abandon fome of the
choiceft Principles: under the pre:

. text of Reafon and Good Senfe

- they obtrude any New Conceit

L 2R

- . wpon the world, and regard not
or in the dubious and controverted !
Points of Theology : but then here
he muft be upon his guard, for:

the fuffrape of the Holy Scriptures

" or of the Primitive Ch}JI:Ch. Th:ls
“they call a Rational Religion, and if

you
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you offer any thing againft it, they

cry it down as @ Dream, a Romance,

a Fable , a Phantom , an Hobgoblin, §

and (which is a word which they

think comprehends all the reft )

Prieﬁ-'craﬁ.

And here I might obferve that 1f
among the Opinions which lead §
to Atheifm, the denial of Demmns §
and Witches, which * of late hath
fo much prevaild, is none of the |
Jeaft. For befides that this is an |
open defiance to unqueftionable

Hiftory, Experience and matter of
Fact, and fo introduces the worft
fort of Scepticifm ( which is the
high-way to Atheifm ) it is evident

e em o
.35- i

that this fupplants the belief of !
Spiritual Beings or Subftances : for

" Witchcraft and all Diabolick Tranf- |

attions are disbelievd on the ac-

* M. Hobbs Leviath. chap. 34. Mr. Webflers Difplay « -

of fuppofed Witchcraft. Dr. Becker's Enchanted World.

count |,
i
|

4
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count of the improbability, if not
impoflibility of Spirats.  So that
it is plain the rejecting of the being
and commerce of Dzmons or In-
fernal Spirits opens a door to the
denial of the Deity, of which we
can no otherwife conceive than that
it is an Brernal Spirit.

There are. Other Dottrines which
advance Atheifm, and may be reck-
on'd among the Dangerous Luxu-
riances of thefe Inquifitive Times.
Such is the vilifying of the Hebrew
Text of the Old Teftament, the
proclaiming it to be faulty and er-
roneous, in order to- eftablifhing
the Seventy's Verfun as only Authen-
tick. Such is the building the
Authority of the Books of the Old
Teftament on the pretended infpi-
ration of certain Publick Scribes or
Notaries among the Jews, in imi-
tation of fuchamong the Egyptian}:;;

the
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the avouching that the: Leaves or
Volumes on which thofe Books were

wrote are mifplaced and puit out of

order ; the profe(led declaring char
the Canoniscal Books are not the fame

that they were ac firft, bue thac |
feveral words and paffages’ are left
out, All mere Fiction and Con- |

ceit, unworthy of fo Excellent a
Genius as F. §'s.  Such alfo is the

maincaining, that the greateft parc |

of the Religrons Rites and Confitseri-
ons - which God himfelf fettled a-
mong ‘the fews were a Tranfcript

of thofe that were in ufe among |

the Idolatrous’ Pagan Nutions, and
that the All-Wife Lawgiver
borrow'd thofe immediately from
thefe. The two former of thefe

Attempts mll the Authority of the N

Sacred Writings, and: thé laft of
them difparages not only them but
the Blefled Founder of the Jewifh

OCCOj
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Oeconomy. . 1 fpeak not this as if
any of thefe Opinionscan be thought
to be True Reafons on which a
man may. ground his difefteem of
the Scriptures, or. of the Holy Do-
Girines containd in them, or of the
Sacred Indicer of them ; for they
are the Sentiments but of a very
few, and of chofe whofe Learning,
though it was éxceeding great, had
| pot wholly conquerd their Preju-
dice, o freed them from Mifappre-
henfions in fome things. I cannot
charge them with any direct defign
of favouring the Caufe of Atheifm,
but ill-difpofed men have made ufe
of their Notions to that. purpofe.
Wherefore, as we value the Repu=
cation of our Religion, and the,
Honour of the Divine Auth'or qf
it, let us be careful that we fplic
i not upon any of thefe Rackx,i ré_o;
5 - felves on any O
.& . endanger out fel S yszillbm"

e e
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Shatlows: Before mention'd, - and
thereby ‘make - Shipwrack : of " sur
Faith and Holy ‘ Profeflion, of fo
endaitger “our {felves ‘that we ‘can
hardly be brought off again.

_ I'mighc in the laft place take no-
tice of a Plaufible :Conceit which |
hat'h been gYOWing up toa Conﬁde-

rable time, and now hath the for-
tune to come to fome maturity.
Not to fpeak of its reception, ( if
not its birth ) among fome Foreign

- Authors, chiefly Socinians, it feem- L
ed among our felves to be favourd .

by that Learned, buc Wavering,
Prel‘a;e‘ who writ the Liberty of Pro-
phefying, and afterwards by another
of his Order who composd * The
Naked Truth. - Lately it hath been
revived by the Author of the Naked
Gopel: and {ince more particularly

fully and diftinéily it hath been
" T sing them tn the name of the: Fathery

* Chap. 1, Concerning the Articles of Faith.

main- -
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maintaind by the late Publifher of
the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, as
deliverd in the Scriptures. He gives
it 'us over and over again in thefe
formal words,: viz. that mathing is
required to be believed by any ¢ 73(‘iﬁ§uﬂ
man but this, that Fefus is the Meffiab.
He contends that chere is no-other
Article of Faich neceffary to Salva-
tion; this is a Full and Perfect
Cteed, ‘and no perfon need corieern’
himfelf in any other. This takes
up about three quarters of hiis book,

. for he goes through the Hiftory of

the Evangelifts aod the Aés of the
Apoftles, according to the order of
Time (as he thinks) to give an
account of this Propofition. Bue
yer this Gencleman forgot, ‘or ra-
‘ther wilfully omitted a plaiti and
obvious paflage in one of the Evan-
pelifts, Go teach all nationsy bapte=

H 2 and
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and of the Son, and of the Boly Ghofi,

Mat. 28. 19. From which it is plain,
that all Profelites to Chriftianity,

all that are adule Members of the §
Chriftian Church, muft be taught, §
as well as baptized, into the Faith }
of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, |
and Holy Ghoft. And if they

mauft be taught this Doctrne (which

1S ic peremptory Chargeand Com- §
miffion here given to the Apoftles, |
Go teach, &c. ) then it is certain that
they mufk belzeve i, for this Teach- "
ing is in order to Belief. This  §- 7

will be denied by none, I fppole,
and_confequently more is required

to be believed by Chriftian men, |

and Members of Chrift’s Church,

.,tvhan. th.at ,?"ﬁ“ is the Me”{ab. You
fee it is parc of the Evangelical ¢

Faith, and fuch as is neceffary, ab-
folutely neceffary, to make one 2
Member of the Chriftian Church,
‘ X to

*

|

¢

g

i
3
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to believe a Trinity in Unity in the
Godhead ; or, in plainer terms, that
though God is One as to his Effence
and Nature, yet there are Three
Perfons in that Divine Effence, and
that thefe Three Perfons are really
the One God : for we cant ima-

- ginie that Men and Women fhould
| be required to be baptized into the

Faith and Worthip of any but the
Only True God.  This Epitomi-
zer of the Evangelical Writings left
out alfo that fameus Teftimony in
b 1. 1. In the beginning was the
Word ( Chrift ]efus) and the Word

- as with God,y and the Word was God.

Whence we are obliged to yield af-
fent to this Article, that Chrift is
the word of God.  And there is add-
ed in Verfe 14+ another indifpenfa-
ble Point of Faith, viz. that the
word was made Flefbs i. e. thatGod

. yas Incarnate, the fame with 1 Tem.
H 3 3. 16..
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3‘» 16. God mqniﬁﬁ in the Flefh.
And it follows in the fame Vierk
of this firft Chaptes of 3. fobu,

that this PVerd is 'tb€,.~b’?/}..;é§”‘??f?,.i£ |

the Father : whence we are bown
to believe the Fternal, though w-

egablé, ngéigﬁoiz ‘,gf. .ntbe, quf ng é
Our AuthQF Jikewife takes no no-

tice that we are comumanded tobe
lieve the Eather and.the Somy Johy 1 4.
10, 11, and thic ghe Son i w the
Fathery, and the Fatber m the. Son,
which expreffes their Unity. - This
is made an Article of Faith by our
Saviour’s particular and - exprefs
Command. - And. other eminen:

parts, of Chriltian Belief chis Wricer-

palles by, withous. having any e
gard to them, ‘end yet pretends.to
prefens the World with a' Compfeat
and Entire Acconnt of all chatis
the matter of our Faith. under the

G O{P el Thlsc’mpo :buf ;{‘_79’213;{ ¥e=

y

s UMK

B
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ry. ftrange. and junaccouptable. to
any - man; of deliberase; Thoughts,
and who, expacts; Sincericy, from
Wiriter who  makes fome fhew: of
“But this is;not.all 5. this Learn-
d; Gentleman, who with fo much
indufiny amafles , cogether Quordtt-
ons out of the Geffels and the 4
of the dpofilesy yetiis not plessd o
proceed to the Bpifths, and to give
an Account of shemias he did ok the
others ; though the. Epifiles are as
canfiderable a paet of the New Fe-
Pawmens as the Gofpels and the 4és,
and the Ren-men of them were e-
qually infpired by the Holy Ghoft.
Can, there: be any Resfon given of
this pertial dealing? Yes, 1t 15 ‘moft
eyident to-any thinking and. confi-
derate perfon that he pu_rpofely o-
‘mits the Epiflolary VVritings of the
-Apofiles becaufe they are 'fraug‘ht

| H 2 with

-

ed

|
3
%
:
3
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with Otber Funilamental” Doftrines
befides that One which he menti-
ons. There we are inftructed con:
ce.ming__f _th‘éf‘e Grand Heads of Chri-
ftian Divinity, viz. the Corrupti-
on and Degeneracy of Humane Na-

iu'rc»,- with Fhe- True Origin'a}?éf it |
(thé Defection of our Firft Parénts)

the Propagation. of Sin'and Motta-
lity, our Reftoration* and Reécon-
ciliation by Chrift’s ‘Blood , * the

Eminency and ‘Extellency of his
Priefthood, the Efficacy of 'his |
Death, the full ‘Satisfaction thete- |
by made to-thie Divine Juftice, and "'

his ‘being made- an- All-fufficient

‘Sacrifice for' Sin;© Here aré pecu- |

. . S 2N e . Y %)
liar Difcoveries' concerning Chiift's

Righteoufnes , and our Juftifi

cation by it ; “concerning Electi-
c;n,; Adoption, “Sanétification , or
the New Birth, and particufarly

Saving Fiith, which is fo fignl *|

3 patt
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a part of it. Here the Nature of
thé ‘Gofpel, and the New Cove-
narit, the Riches of God’s Mercy
in:the way of Salvation “by Jefus
Chrift, the Certainty of the Refur:
fe&tion of Humane Bodies; and of
the Future Glory, are fully difplay-
ed.- Thefe-are the Matters of Faith
contain'd in’ the Epifiles, ‘dnd they
are effential and integral parts of
the Gofpel it felf : and therefore it
is no wonder that our Author, be-
ing fenfible of  this, would not
vouchfafe to give us an ‘Abftract
of thefe Infpired Writings, but
pafles them by with fome Cen-
tempt. And more efpecially (if I
may conjecture) he doth -this be-
caufe he knew that there are fo ma-
ny and Frequent, and thofe fo il-
luftrious and eminent Atreftations
to the Doctrine of the ever to be
Adored Trinity in thefe Epiﬁlcbsl.
a or




113 Supre Thoughts concarning

No is-thisany yacharitable con,
JC&UEC,,ﬁs,zth; Reader may: Qaﬁ']};

fatisfie Mimdelf if he takés nogice
that: this . Writer. interprets the S
of God tarbeno more than che,Msfy
4 b |

ﬁab .he, expgunds Jebu:
after: the . Antitrinitarian. mqde

wheress: generallyi Divings undqp |
fland; fome part._of; thofe, words

comen:mngdm Divinity. of aur S-
¥iour; .- ke makes Chrifi and Adam
to;be. the §oms of Gud. in. the fame

fenfes, iz~ by their Birthy 45 the |

Racwions gengrally, doy, apd: for be
mrgxess oy 1,35, Jobn 5. 26,

according o, thejr Standssd.When

he; progeeds-no mention she

t4ges and Begefits of L?;gj S C‘/g}:f:g
mnto. the world, and appearing, in
the flefh, he hath, not one fyllable
of his Sarssfying for us, or by his

Rl

Peath. pyrchafing Life and Salva-

UQH, o any thing tha founds like -

(bg C.qwﬁ! Qf Athexfm. 113

B This; ar;d fcveral other . thmgs
whxd; might. be, offered  to. the
Rﬁadfr {hyew - that he is “all over
gxmamzp aqa- MQICOVer that
]ﬁ;@d was tQ c,xcludc the belief
of the gf;ﬂ §qumt_y in this Wnder-
ok h;s ViZy: 10 prave that
he befiering, of Chrift to b ‘the
‘ sEfﬁa.&Js tl}{;;nly ]&’ogt of Fait
15, pegeflaty. an mg.
Yhe other Arigles, a,perﬂ&ﬂnﬂS
:r,nu(’c fallaia,qmﬁcc to the Datlmg
Nonon h‘ﬁ Ic%pﬁAnmruuéar%ns 5
n;amc )lc«i rift 1s not the 11ue
and meﬁenual with his Fa-
t}aer Fo  the {ake of this one Point
they are all difpateh’d, our of she
world, and are made by him Mat-
:syrs 1o, :hxs Caufe One could
fcarcely imegine that 2 perfon of
Ingenuity and Good Seple fhould
go this way o wotka. Wluch en-
clines me- to thmk that the Inge-
~ nious
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nious Gentleman who is fupposd
by fome to be the Author of this
Treatife is not really fo.” I am apt

upon in this matter, “for in this

prefent Attempe there are none of J

thole N obl‘cf‘Sc'rokcs which are vi-

fble in thar Perfow’s Writings, and |

- which have juftly gain'd him a fair
repute. “That Vivagity of thoughr,
that Elevation' of mind, t‘hat'V“éir:
of §enf¢ “and Reafon,’ yea and of
Flocution' too which rans through

his Works - are all -extinét here :

‘orily e begins as ‘twere to Tecover
‘himfelf about. the Clofe when he
comes to'fpeak of the Laws of
Chriftian Morality. Some may
attribute chis' Flatnefs to the Il
Caufe he manages ; but for my
part, I queftion whether we have
the right Author, I can't perfwade

my felf but that there is'an Error -

of

to believe that the world is imposd 4

N S PESERREE Cs e

the Caufes of Atheifm. 13
of the Perfon = at Jeaft I will cha-
ritably prefume fo, becaufe 1 have
fo good an opinion of the Gentle-
man who writ of Humane Under-

Panding and Education.

"Buc what is the ground of the
forefaid Affertion 2 What makes
him contend for One Single Ati-
cle, with the Exelufion of all the
reft 2 He pretends it is this, that
all men ought to underftand their
Religion. And I agree with him
in this 3 but I ask him, may nota
man underftand thofe” Articles of
Faith which I mentiond out of the
Gofpel and Bpiftles, if they be ex-

lain'd to him, as well as that One
which he fpeaks of 2 Why then
muft there be buc One Article,
and no more 2 But he, notwith=
{tanding this, goes 0D, and urges
chat there muft be nothing in Chri-

~ Ttianity that is not plain, and ex-

. altly
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attly level to all meds Mother-wic
and ‘comirhon - apprelienfion. | For
* God confidered vheé:pogy of the warld,
and the bulk of mankind ¢ the Chrifhi-
an Religion is fusted o Vulgar capact;

tresy and ‘hath only * fauch Ariicles |

as the /Mring and illoterate man may

comfrebend».: " The Writers and Wran-

glers in Religion fill it'with Niceties,
and drefs 1t up with Notims, { viz
the Trintty, Chrifts Satisfaction,
&rc. ) which they make necefJary and
fundamental parts of it. But the baulk
of mankind have not leifure for Lears-
g and Logick : and therefore ‘there
muft be no fuch do¢trine as that
concerning the Trenity, the Tucarna-
ton of the Son of Ged, and the like,
which are above the capacity and
vomprehenfion of the Vilgar, And
in the Entrance of hisbook he hath
the fame notion, for heé tells us that

Qo aven)

TP 302, TP 3o2,

the
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the Scriptubes are  collelhon of wni.
1ngs de]z%m’d by God for the infirathis
on of the \illiverate bnlk of ‘hzanka,
( for he is" much taken Wich ‘this

| Lhoale, youte, the bulk of markind)

whereby he underftands the Igno-
tant and Unlearned Multirude, the

| Mob, -as he calls it in another place.

Surely this Gentleman is afraid of
Captain Tom, and is going to make

| 2 Religion for his Mymidons :

and to pleafe them he gives them
as lictle of this kind as he poffibly

{ can, he contrattsall into One Ar-
! ticleyand will trouble themwithno

more. Now then the fum of all
that he aims at is this, that we muft
not have any Point of Dottrine
whatfoever in our Religion that
the Mo doth not at the very firft
naming of it perfectly underftand
and agtee to. We are come to 2
fine pafs indeed : the Vener;l/nllz

0
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Mob muft be askd what we muft
believe: and nothing muft be re. §
ceivid ‘as an Article of Faith buc
what thofe Illiterate Clubmen vote |
to be fuch. The Rabble are no |
1o Creed-makers ; |
and therefore away with Syflems '

. Syftem-makers

and Creeds, and let us have but

One Article, though it be with ;

the defiance of all the reft, which
are of equal neceffity with thae
One.

telling them that * their Congregati-
ons and their Teachers underﬂanf ot
the Cantro‘DerﬁeI at this time [o warm-
ly managd among them. Nay the
Teachers themfelves have been

pleas'd co make him their Confeflor,
and. to acknowledge to him that

—

* Page. 303.

tbe] 1

. the Caufes of Atheifm. 19

‘they under band not the difference.in do-
bate bevwween them.  Why 2 betaufe
they (‘as well as the Conformifts )
‘hase Obfcure Notions and Specu-
| Jations,  fuch as Fuftifications. - the
Trinity, Satisfattiony &e. -termsthat .
all the bulk of mankind are unac-
quainted with : whereas Religion

{hould have no Difficulties and My-
{teries in it. The very Manner of
every: thing in Chriftianty muft

S : P be clear and incelligible, —every

- Towards the clofe of his En- §
terprife he hath a fling ('and that  §
a Shrewd one ) at the Diffenters, 1}

thing muft be prefently compre-
thended by the weakeft noddle, or
elfé it is no part of Religion, efpe-
cially of Chreftianity, which yet 15
calld the * Myflery of.God/me_fs‘:- but
this being in the Epifiles, 1t 15 no
gréat matter 3 We are not o mind
what they fay. '
' Thus we. fee what is the Rea-
fon why he reduces all Belief to

* 3 Tim. §. ¥4,

I  that
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that one Article before rehearfed:
~as if the other Main Points which |
Y produced: were riot as eafly learnt
and underftood as This 5 as if there |

ly if there be any Difficuley, ‘it is

in this latter, for here is an He- |

who thinks it abfurd * to talk Adra-
bick to the Vulgar, talk Hebrew to
them , unlefs he be of opinion
( which no body elfe is of ) that
they underftand this Language bet-
ter than that2 Or, fuppofe he

tells the Rabble that Meffiab figni-

* Page 302.

fies

| ic is ftill unintelligible.

were any thing more difficult in { ivappears hence that this Article
this Propofition. [ The Father, §
Sqrf;ngi H(i\l% Ghoﬂ: ta}:e One Gﬁd’ 1 derftanding of the Vulgar then
or Divine IXa ture ] than o that 8 .0 of the Holy Trimty, yca it is
other [ Jefusis the Mefliah 1. Tru- | B
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fies: dnointed, what then 2 Unlefs
he - explains that word to them,

So that

which he hach fpent fo much time
about, is no more level to the un-

not o much.

| To conclude, this Gentleman

! and his. fellows are refolved to be

brew word firlt to be ,cxpla'm’-_d be- § Uniiarians 3 they are for One Arti-

fore the Mob (‘as he fliles it ) § je of Faich, as well as One Perfon

an underftand che Propofition. ¢ in the Godhead 3 and there 1s as

Why therefore doth this Authory % oy reafon for one as the other,
. that is, nonearall. Butit doth
! pot become me  pertiaps to pro-
© nounce this fo peremptorily, and
" therefore I appeal to the Judicious
- and- Impartial Reader ; defiring

him.to judge of what I have fug-
gefted.  But this 1 will fay, if

" thefe Learned men were not highly

I 2 pre-
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prejudiced and prepofiefled, they |
would difcern the-Evil and Mif- |
chicf of their Aflertion : theywould
perceive that when the Catholick
Faith:is thus brought.down to One |
Single Article,  it:will foon be: re- §
duced - to none: the Unie will |

dwindle into a Cypher,

The Proper Remedy here is. to |
confider that ‘it is unlawful * v |
add: untoy or diminifb-ought frois the
Written Word: yeéa, a Curfe is {
threatned againft thofe thac + 2dd
o qr;taige away from theé Scriptures; 1

for if it be cromimal, and deferves 1
a Curfe to deal thus with the book
of ‘Deuteronomy.or of the Revelaton,

then by the fame, reafon thofe- that
add to or detrat from any: .other
part of the Holy ‘Scriptuses:atc
undeniably guilty, and are obnox-

~ ious to the Divine Plagues. I..

*Deut 4. 2.+ Rev, 22, 18,19,

« - hope
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hope fuch as practife the Jatter will
ferioufly think of it, and for the
future believe themfelves concernd
to embrace A4l the neceflary and
fundamental Articles of Faith, as
well as Gne of them. L

“Thus ] have briefly difcoverd
the Springs and Sources of Atheifm,
and I have endeavourd all along
( more or lefs ) to ftop them up,
and hinder the current of them.
Now, for the clofe of all, let me
add thefe Inferences from the whole,

I. We ought to ‘bewail the
fpreading ~Atheilm of this Age
wherein we live. Of old there
were but few that openly pro-
fefsd ic. There are reckond up
four feveral forts O forms of A-
theifm by a late ” L earned Wri-
ter, Viz. Anaximandrian, Democri-
tick, Stoical, Stratonical , and yet

* Dir. Cudworth's IntelleGual Syﬁem.;
I3 there
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there was fcarcely one of thefe that
was a downright denying of a God,
Some have given Diagoras, Thesds-
rusy Protagoras, the title of Athesfts
and have thought them to be abfo-
lutely fuch: buc others, upon a
ftrict fearch, are of opinion, that
they defervd not that infamous
Name; yea, they find that they
were great Afferters of a Deity,
The firft of thefe was accufed of
Atheifm, and banifh'd for it by the
Athentans 3 not that he denied a God,
but becaufe he derided the Feigned
Gods of his time, whom the the-
mans had fuch a reverence for, The
fecond paffes for an Acheift; byc
thofe who have narrowly enquired
into things tell us, that he got that
Name becaofe he fpoke againft the
Idolatrous Worfhip of the Greci-
ans, and had a kindnefs (it is pro-
bable) for another Religion: for

being

|

|

)‘.
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being a Cyrenian, and acquainted

ith King Ptolomee , he came to
mxt}; fomg Incercourfe with the
Jews of Alexandria, and had fome
notice of the True God. The
third was reputed and calld by
fome an Atheift becaufe he doubt-
ed of the Truth and Reality of the
Gentile Gods.  So Anaxagoras (ano-
ther Greek Philofopher ) wash ar-
raignd for Atheifm by the 4t mbz;
ans becaufe he denied the Sun to <
God, and freely difcoursd agamh
the other Pagan Deitics. Thus the

" malicious Accufers of Secrates Tepre-

im as an Enemy ‘to the
iércifg: g::lt of the Crime charged
on him, and for which he yv;{a;
condemn d, was his {peaking a%_amh \
the Traditions and Fables © dth_c
Poets concerning the Gods, acril 13
declaring them to be lewd an

. wicked. To give this Greac Man

Ig h}s
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his due, he was fo far from being
an Atheift, that he died a Martyr
for a Deity. Only to gratifie the
Vulgar, and that he might not go
oﬁ unl_amentcd, after he had drank
his Poifon he requefted his Friends
to offer a Cock for him to Zfcula-
pius.  Some put Democritus into the
Catalogue of the Ancient Atheifts
but if we read his Life in Laertius,
we fhall find that they have licle
reafon to do fo. Lucretius is the
moft fufpicious man of all, and Lu-
czan may be join'd with him, the
former a ferious, the latter a joeu-

lar Atheift,
~ But it is fad to confider that the
number of this fort of men hath
Eeep exceedingly augmented fince,
-David Perren undertook in the
p;cfeﬁnce of King Henry.the Third
of France, to prove thatthcrels
Y L Hifpire d' Hoawri 3 . 3 Y —

no
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no God.  Merfennusy 1n his Com-
mentary- on Genefls, tells us, that
in the Yeas when he wrote it, »z.
1623. there was 2 vaft mulcitude

] of them in France there were at
leaft fifty thoufand Acheifts in the

City of Paris at that time, and .1
one houfe fometimes a dozen were
to be found. A worthy * Authory
whom I had occafion to mention
before , -acquaints us on his -own
Knowledge, that Atheifm was ve:
ry common and rampant in moft
pares of Iialy. Not t© mention
Muchiavel, Aretiney &c. it cannot
be denied that Vanenus openly de-
clared and profesd himfelf an A-
theift, and died fo at the Stake.
Indeed 1 .am apt to fufpect thofe
who tell us there are fcarcely any
of this Perfwafion in the World.
Thus * ose declares that e bath

. *In his };:;tropﬁ Speculume 1 An Effay in a Letter
from Oxford. ‘ S
(R ' - tra-

4
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travelled many Countries, yet could ne.
Per meet with any Atheifts, which are

few if any : all the noife and clamour is | ver. I find that they pay a huge

againft Caftles n the Airy i. e. fuch

and no other he fancies them to be. }
But to come nearer, our Own Na-
roduced too many of
this kind. 'Even in this Civilized
Chriftian Proteftanc Country there

tion hath

are thofe that are infeted with this
Curfed Infidelity, and defie all Re-
ligion and 2 God. - It is an unque-
ftionable Truth, that there are in
this great City of the Kingdom
conftant Cabals and Affemblies of
Profefsd Atheifts, where they de-
bate the Great Point of the Exi-
ftence of an Infinite Spirit that go-
verns the World, and in the clofe

determine in the Negative. I have -

fometime accidenrally happen'd in-
to the Company of, and held Dif-

courfe with fome that acknowledge

they belong to that Society ; and
S they
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they haye not been athamed to own

whatever-is;done in it. Mr. Hobbes
is their Great Mafter and Lawgi-

reverence to him. If they acknow-

| ledge any Divine Thing, it 15 He, if
| they own any Scriptures, they are

his Writings. The Language that I

{ lately met with from the mouth of
one that was, I fuppofe, a Wel-

wifber (according to his poor abili-
ty ) to Mr. Hobbes's Mathematicks,

-was this, His Leviathan i the beft

Book in the world next to the Bible : -

¥ He bimfelf was a Man of great Prety,
|\ and is fpoken againft by none but the

And whom do they ( for

Priefls.

‘this man fpeaks the fenfe of the reft)

mean by Priefts but the Minzffers of
Religion 2 So they would have a Bs-
ble and Piety wichout thefe ; whxch
is as much as to fay, they would
have neither of them. But indeed
this man had a way of being fome-
- thing
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thing more plaufible thea his Fel-
lows, and would vouchfafe to men-
tion the Bib/e:and Pietyy and there-
by feem as it were to-allow of fuch |
things ; whereas Others are wont to
laugh at thew as well as at the Per- |
fons they call Preefls, for they go
together. I may fay truly, it is |
grown afbrorable to deride what-
ever is Sacred, and to talk like an
Atheift. In fome Companies it fhall
be queftion'd whether a Perfon be |
a Gentleman if he does not give
Proofs of his being Prophane. To

_ the Caufes of Acheifm.  ¥3t
yea " 1 rather heareily ‘wifh that
w:h;c? I. have f2id on this ocqaﬁog
- oht receive a Conftacion. - But
it is tao evidént that:L fpeak trqthi 3
it is t0o. manifelt to be g!emed "h??
there are every where _cc}nﬁdef?blg
qumbers of men Who openly re-
nonnce the Exiftence-of God. - Da
yids Achgift was modeft, and 03- |
1}( Jaid bis; Hearty There is 10 Go Cai
on which 'accognt fomeu‘:;}l;;;(ﬁ; o
s oo now-a-days may think pets
ﬁgf;b?geﬁewc? the -.Ii&:k*_ .of -Foil
whidh the Pfalmift gives him. But

defend the wildeft Principles, and | e hemfelves a Fifer tanlt
| to sidcule Religion, is counced one | £1% (50, pecants chey -ﬁzy- this
certain ‘mark of a Wit. He that | of Athals,

» - f - WP loudl
a7 : " with thesr mouthsy ?ndfpgak iy o
i s o b Kalley gl oy i ok P
not contemptibly of éod andpiiac- and bemg e o

g . . 1 fel tﬁS;ﬁﬁi‘ilt;,; ot A; :
!1glon, s not @ Man of Parts. This - ?‘2‘ iheﬁmabhond‘xeﬂonwrfe anfi

is the Sentiment and Perfwafion of . g :utv of chofe Perfons whom we
-agreat part of this Nation. Iwould - .. igg;;t)z’oobcnf this CharaCler. Aqd
not libel the Land of vir Nativity; truly chey are very common <very

. where.
yea, .
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where. . It is prodigious: to fee how |

they daily encreafe. There is fcarce-

ly a Town where there are not fome |
that may juftly be reckon'd in?l?ii 4
number. Do not miftake me. There ]
1 vored drbeifis by them,
Y every Phyfician hath ‘this “Cenfure
| paft on him by men of weak minds.
| But I hope none of thofe I now

ate fome deluded. People who are
~ apt to cenfure all as-Atheifts that are
not of their way. The * Primitive
Chriftians were: thus ftigmatized,
and ufually called by that name be.
caufe- they. did not comply.with the
Eagan Worfhip and Ufages. Ifa
man difeourfes not. according to
fgfme mens fond Notionsand Bigo-
;1 ms ; if he. fpeaks againft their
uperftitions: Practices, he prefent-
ly hath. this Brand fet upon him.
There are thofe that call all Perfons
itbezﬂ: and Hypocrites that hold not
tY ¢ fame Principles with themfelves.
Pf:;i if 2 man: be a great; Student in
Philofophy , fome weéaker People
may be apt to fix this Character on
© * Juft. Mart. Apd.2, - ' '

him.

. Caufe of all things,

T
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him. As heretofore all that had
skill in Mishematicks were faid and

thoughe to-deal in Arc Magick ; fo

in the opinion of fome at this day

men of great Art and Learning are
and almoft

fpeak to are fo unwifc and weak, or

| .at leaft not fo uncharitable and cen-

forious as to beftow this Ignomini-

! ous Epithet on thofe to whom it
1, doth not belong. 7
| a perfon very. much difpofed to be
{ -fo, Imean one that hath an Enmi-

By an Atheift or

ty to the very notion of :a Divine

" Infinice Being, a Supreme Immare-
* rial Subftance, that 1s the Soveraign

" Author of ‘Nature, and the: Firft
from whom

all things were, and on whom they

, dcpend. | mean fuch a one as owns

no Allegiance to this Divine Ruler
and
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and Sovertign, and in! his Words |

and Actions difcovers:this to ‘the

Woerld.  And accordingly he is one

that acknowledges: not; ite
. ithe: Inf

-Poy\.rer.’,: Wifdom, ﬁmdtg;cf?ﬁg:;
Juftice of God in thaﬁoéerri,nicnt

of all things: he fpeaks greverencly '§

of all that appertains! roiR eligi

and Godlincf!?sp: ‘herglaugll;? :lclg::?rg
profound - Myfteries and: fublime
Doctrines ‘of Chriftianity: he en-
deavours’ always to:’ diminifh the
dfteem of. Sacred things';- yca; he

will be jefting and drollitig on cher
. _ i Aroilmg or them .
1f he hatch. any Talent: rha% \zévft;),..~f l;;- :

he be open-hearted, 0

‘ : 5 and not u

, il{lel_R.eferye, he will tell them fl::z
-l' eligiones a mere Invention of Po-

| lgéck Heads. to awe the Multitude

._3 to keep the World in good or-
der. He is-one that blafts Religl-
on with the ignominious Title of 2

Popular Cheat, and labours toper- -

{wade others to do the like, Where
- do
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you find thefe Charaters in any
perfon, you may conclude without
breach of Charity, that he is an

Athesft.

And it is the Company of fuch
that Texhort you to beware of and
wholly to avoid. It is almoft incre-

" dible that fuch great numbers fhould

be every day led away with this Tg-
nis Fauus, and plungd into Bogs
and Mire, never to be pluck'd out
thence. Therefore take heed what
Society you mingle your felves with

- in this Dangerous Age. Sit not with

the known Defpifers of God and
Religion, for they will infenfibly
inttill their poifon into you. By fre-
usent affociating with them you
will learn to refemble them. Where-
fore fly from them as from a Ser-
pent, and be not prevaild with by
any Entreaties of Threats to bold
Correfpondence with them. Aflure
your felves of this, that the Title of
o K Atheft
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Athesft 1s the moft R eproachful and
Deteftable one imaginable, though
fome of late who glory in therr
fhame entertain other thoughts.
Nay, fome of thefe Perfons feem
to be partly fenfible of it,and change

the name into that of Deiff, At this i

day Atheifm it felf is {lily calld De-
2f/m by thofe that indeed are Arbeifs.
Though they retain the thing, yet
they would difguife it by a falfe
Name, and thereby hide the Hei-
noufnefs of it. But let us not be
deceived and blinded by pretended
Shews, but throughly apprehend
the Vilenefs of this Opinion which
fome endeavour to palliate, Itisa
very denying the Creed of Nature,
it is a Renuntiation of that which
the very Devils believe, and trem-
ble at. It is briefly but fully repre-
fented in St. Cyprian’s words, * This

hd ~ . .
Hec eff fumma delicki nille agnofeere guems ignovare

non poffis. De Vanit. Kol
(faith

e - oo

H

the Caufes of Atheifm. ﬂllz'[

‘ h he) is the [um of this mofs bei-
Szi?;dz‘:;mz, that -t[bofe who are gz;z{lfy
of it wilfully refufe to.ack_nowledge Fzm
whom they cannot be ignorant of for
their own Beings and N a.turesf ur-
nifh them with Arguments gh a
God: and if they did not © E
nately fhut their €yes, theyfn-lu
needs behold a Deity- There Qlet;o
be Athefts, OF without God i the
world (as the” Apoftle fpeaks ) can-

not but be a Great Prodigy 5 1;3 is
Unaccountable almoft (if the ?
generacy of Mankind were n.ot“%
reat as it is ) that the World it fe
fhould not: adminifter to mens

Thoughts Convictive .Argu}rlnl;ants

of a Divinity. Whence 1t hat %er‘l:

obfervd by a very Wife Man, t z{e

there never was any Mirac

wrought by God t .conve;t Na;i

Aiheift, becaufe the Light 0 e

ture might have led him to conieis

* Ephef. 2. 12.

K 2 a GOd;
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2 God. This fhews how deteftable
and pernicious Atheifm 1s 3 and much
more might be faid to this purpofe.
Wherefore I hope I need not multi-
ply words when I call upon you to
'keep out of the Company of thofe
men who you know are infected
with chis hellith Poifon. '
3. Let us labour to work in our
felves and others a profound Senfe
of that Great Gud with whom we
have to do. Generally the Belief of
2 Detty is from Cuftom and Edu-
cation, becaufe it is the Perfivafion
of the Place and the Perfons we
converfe with : but we fhould not
content our felves wich this, but
arrive to the Knowledge of the true
Grounds and Reafons of this Belief,
Scel.ng this is the Fir(t thing in
Religion, and no Man can be Re-
ligious and Veertuous unlefs he be-
tieves there is a God, let us fortifie
‘our Minds againft Acheifm by chofe
‘ feve-

:
3.
#

e syt Ay
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feveral Arguments and Confiderations
which are wont to be propounded
by Learned and R eligious * Writers:
that we may as throughly be per-
fwaded of this Great Truth as of
our own Being, which a Great Phi-
lofopher makes one of his Firft and
Indubitable Principles.

- But efpecially view the Works of
the Creation, and perfwade your
felves of this, thata I\/Yaterial World
without an Immaterial Caufe of it;
is mere Nonfenfe. Look abroad,
and behold the Heavens and the
Earth, and all the Furnicure of
them; there you may believe a Dei-
ty, becaufe you do as ‘twere fee it.

. The Creator is made vifible by his

Works. Every thing in theSenfible
World is an + Image, a Picture, a

* Fab. Favestini Difps 4. adv. dtheoss Tho. Campa-
nella Spizel Scrutin. drbeifmi. Muller. Atheifmus devi-

. &us. Fan. & Foach. Jan. Difbutas. contr. Atheos, Dr.
V& More, Mr. Smith, Siv Charies Warfley, Dr. Tenifon, (now
I 3 Archbithop of Cant. ) Dr. Cudworth, Dr. Barrow.

+ "Ewdy, adwroy, ixrG. Plato.

Faot-
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Footftep of the Deity. From this
Exquifite Fabrick we infallibly ga-
ther the Exiftence of its All-wife Ar-
chite¢t and Moderator. Of which

I fhall give the Reader a particular  §

Demonftration in a fhort time.

And that you may effectually extir- "

pate Atheifm out of your minds,
frequently perufe the H. Scriptures.
Read God 1n his own Book. There

you will certainly inform your felves |}
concerning the Superintendence of |

Spiricual or [mmaterial Agents, vix.

Angels] which makes way for the

Belief of a God, who is a Spirit,

There you will meet with thofe

Wonderful Operations and Events
which can no ways be folvd with-
out granting an Omnipotent and

All-wife Difpofer of things. And .

there you will find this Supreme

Governour of the World commu-
nicating his Will and Pleafure to”

Maakind. 1 queftion not but one
- great

;{be Caufes of Atheifm, i 25
great Reafon (and I mighe

mentiond it among the .ré%t ) ?va}:’;
men are fo difpofed to be Atheifis
s becaufe chey never, or very el
dom, confult this Holy Volume .
they refufe to hear God Himfelf

" fpeaking to them in thefe Writings.

herefore I recommend to you the

ferious and frequent reading of thes

Bible as the mot effectual means

to confirm you in the Beliefof 2

Deity.  Affure your felves that this
Book is the beft Anti i
oy ntrdote againdt
4. and laftly, Labour to be try-
ly Religiops aled Holy ; (znc; t:{;:
Divine Afliftance to fantifie you
i your Hearts and Lives ; and

" thereby you will be let into the in-

timate knowledge of this Grand
Verity which T have been difoour-
fing of. You will then more fenfi-

s* -bly underftand and be convinced of
Ik than by all the Arguments that
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136 Some Thoughts concerning -
"can be offerd : or racher, this ofe.
‘will make all the reft effectual.
Whereas on the contrary, Men- of - 3

Unfanctified Minds and Profane . ¢!
Lives defpife and fooft at that of
which they have no experience, and -
will not believe the Exiftence and 73
Powes of God which they never -
~~yfelc. Strive then by an Inward Ex-
. periment to confute Atheifn: fo
G *" that you may not have any Inclina- ,,
~ tion to [ay wm your hearts (though
~ you do not utter it with your
L tongues ) There is no Gud, but that .,
s you may be fo {trongly convinced |
of the contrary Trutki that you may |
be able to affert it with a firm and
“unfhaken Belief, and from an 1nter-
nal fenfe of it on your hearts, to
atteft the reality of it to the whole |
Wworld. ©~ -
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