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Heathen and Jewifh WriTERS;
I N

Defence of CHRISTIANITY,

By Tuomas Dawson, D. D. Vicar of

New W?fzc%rj;

{fome Time Member of Convocation,

Part 1,
1. An Appeal to the Works of Phlegon,

Part Il

1. A Deferce of the feveral Teflimonies

Tballus, and other Heathen Writers; {  of Phjegon, Thallus, Ful. Africinus, &e.

as Evidence for the miraculons Eclipfe at
Chrift’s Paflion.

“. An Jppeal to the Chinefe Records ;
proving that Eclipfe to be Uriverfal,
as well as Supergaturals

3. An Appeal to the Confeflion made by
the Emperor Titus, of the miraculous
Proceedings of Heaven 1a the final De-
firutiionof Ferufslem ; attefted by Taci-
¢us and Fofephus 3 which ~was fuiﬁ]lm'g
the Prophecy made by Chrift, ( Luke xx1.
24.} with which Prophecy PHLEGON
was acqualnted.

4. An Appea) to the prefent Defolation of
Ferufalem ; as concerning amotber Fro-
phecy of Chrift, (Lukexxi.24.) Which
1s YET accomplithing, viy. That Fe.
rufalem fhould not be vebuilt, < till phe
‘¢ Times of the Nations be fulfilled.

5. An Appealtothe Emperor Fulian's At-
" tempts to rebuild the Temple at Ferufa-
Jem, that he might elude that Prophecy ;
as alfo to the Miracles that attended the
Attempt 3 as related by Amm. Marcel-
linus, and other unqueltionable Auchois.

concerning the miraculeus Eclipfe at
Clrift’s Paflion, againft the late Objecs
1ions made by Dr. STKES. '

2. The different Supputation of Years 2«
bour Chrift's Death plainly adjufted;
and thereby Dr. §s preateit Objedtion
to Phicgon’s Teftimony entirely remov'd.

3+ The Exprefions of feveral ancient Wri.
ters, concerning the miraculous Dark-
nels at Chrift’s Paffion, compar'd one
with the other ; and ‘thence fhewn,

that fuch Darksnefs at Chrift’s Paffion
was Univerfai, |

4 A farther Appeal to the Chinefe Re-

cords, for proving the Univerfality of
fuch_Darkncfs; taken from the Tefti-
monies of P. Boxver, and his Adverfary
P. Gaubliny as allo from other Au-

thentick. Accounts lately tranfmiited to
the Royal Society.

5+ Two Teff Paffuges, taken from Fuffin
Martyr and Tereulliam, propos'd 1o the
Confideratton of Dr. S. and fpeecy
Juflice required to be done to thofe in-
jur'd Amte-Nicene Futhers,
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PREFACE
T would be very abfird, to make the leaft
 Apology for publifeing the following
Sheets s which are intended for the Service of
true Primitive Chriftianity. 'Tis certam, the
Spirit of Infidelity zs gone forth, and fecms
to rage with uncommon Violence amongft
us ¢ But, alas ! where's the controuling
Power,* that bas bett ferved, in feveral Ages
of the Chriftian Church, to rebuke 1t? J
fay no more ;5 but the Power 15 no longer felt,
nor beard of in onr Ston.  “Tis true, an em-
nent Prelate has done Wonders that Way :
God profper his Labours! But in the Op:.-
nion of moft, *tis too love an BN, we labour
under, to be cur'd by « fingle Hand ; how
skilful and maflerly foever it may be : How-
ever, fiice this 1s the Method ozr Superiors
Judge beft for us to take, I bave ventured to
— anlifl myfelf under his Lordthip’s Protection ;
and to contribute my Mite, i a glorious
Caufe, which all good People mufl bhave at
Heart : And let our Aduver (aries but follow

the Rule; which they prefcribe to others, in
uting thefe Faculties which God has given

s
* A National Synod,
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The PREFACE.

us to judge with, after the beft Manner we
can, the End will be truly anfwered ; awd
Vidory foon appear to be on onr Side
The Falks appeald to in the prefent Tradt,
(fupported by unquefizonable Anthonty) are
an undeniable Proof that the Gofpel-Reve.
lation came from God; and confequently,
that our Realon alone zs#0t a (tifficient Guide
to eternal Happinefs : For if the Premifes
are true, then the Inference which the fame
eminent ‘Prelate bas made, mufl be true alfo,
viz. * When by the Help of our Reafon Re-
“ wvelation becomes [o efiablif’d 5 no Sug-
“ geflion either againfl the Need of fuch 4
“ Revelation, or agamft onr Obligation £
“ receive ity ought to make any Impreffion
“ wpon us : For indeed to fuppofé that God

“ makes a Revelation that s needlefs, is 4
“ direct Impeachment of bis Wildom ; and
“ to affirm that we are not bound to attend
“ to, and recerve 1t, when made, is no lefs
“ an Impeachment of bis Authority.” Qur
Deifts and other Reafon-Mongers db indeed
make o great Noif¢ at prefent abont Mora-
lity ; mot confidering, how mucly they are
beholden, as well as wany old Philyfopbers
were, to the Holy Scriptures themfelves,
for the bett Thwgs they [ay about it.
Tis certain, the Apoflate Julian under-
flood  much better whar Morality s,
than the infamous Set of our bungling Free-
‘thinkers : He was for ingrafting into bis fub-
tie, pernicions Syftem, even the Order and ex-
ternas Dilcipline of ¢he Chrifttan Charch, as

well
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The PREFACE

well as thofe Graces and Virtues that diflin-
guifo’d its Members fromthereft of the World:
but thole among our felves, who wou'd be
toonght to refine upon Julian's Schemes, are
really confounding the wery Notions that
Mankind has ever bad of the Being and At-
tributes of God: For whilfl they are very
coprons ( fhabl I fay lavifh2) in extolling bis
Goodnels, the better to fecure (as they
imagine) « full Swing in Prophanenefs and
Debauchery, they are divefling him of his
Juftice and Holinefs ; nay, (6 very (hort and
defeciive are they in their New-fangled
Scheme, that the very Name of Repentance
15 not allow'd to bave any Share in 1t § and
no otber Rule 25 left us to walk by, but our
own corrupted Reafon., God, 12 his due
Time, delrver us from fuch deftructive
Sthemes ! deftrutive, whetber in regard to
Church or State ; for they naturally refolve
themfelves into Libertiniim and downright
Athetm ; and there is no one Maxim better
eflablifl’d than this, That where there 1s no
true Fear of God, there can be no true Al-
legiance patd to Man.

In another ‘Tralk (which, God willing,
will foon follow this) the Reader will find
“that remarkable Verfe i §:. John, There
are three that bear Witnefs in Heaven, {c.
[ 1 Ep. v.7.] fully vindicated from tie many
Cavils and Objedions raz5’'d againft it; and
the Genuinenefs of the Text prov’d mdifpu-
tably; I [bow'd think, beyond all Contra-
diction. “Providence, it feems, has been

pleas’d
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pleas’d to bring to Light a Manulcript abont
twelve hundred2ears old, found in the Library
at Verona, 4 few 2ears ago, | 1720.] taken
Notice of, as loft, by ‘Dr. Cave, written by
that able Senator Aurelins Cafliodorus, u1:-
tuled, Complexiones in Epiftolas, &c. pub-
lifl’d by Maftetas, (well known to the learned
World ) with bis own excellent Annotations;;
and the whole zs fupported with all the Au-
thority that an obffinate Heretick can require :
" For it appears from feveral Places in this
Work, that Cafliodorus did ufe another Ver-
{ion than that of S§t. Jerom, where the Verfe
has been fuppos’d to have been (oiffed in:
And ’tis as evident, that this Verle was not
only read in the Copies belonging to the
African Church, but i thole alfo the mofl
ancient azd moft corre& 21 the Roman or
Weftern Churches. To this will be added
another Sort of Proof for eflablifbing the
fame Text, given us by the late learned
‘“Dr. Cave, Canor of Windfor, being Part of
his Hiftoria Literaria, but 25 yet in Manufcript.
The Paflage was occafion’d by the Doctor’s
Obférvations upor Lucian’s Philopatits ; end
as be feems to bave manag’d it in a Manner
different from other Writers, fo perbaps
more for the Advantage of tbe Text he de-
fended.

I bave nothing more to add, than to re-
mind every good Chriftian, bow much it be-
boves them, in thefe perillous ‘Days, to be
frequent at the Throne of Grace, in bebalf
of that excellent Religion they profefs ; z(‘/;m;

0



The PreFACE.

God wowd blefs the Labours of fuch who dp
or ffall go forth i its Defence, in keeping
People’s Minds from being tofs’d to and fro
with every Wind of Dottrine, and in get-
ting their Hearts eftablifh’d 7z 2he Saving
Truths of the Golpel. This is promoting
true Religion : dAnd “tis thus our Church
bas taught us to pray (God hear onr Peti-
tions ) that we may hold the Unity of our
Faith in the Bond of Peace, and in Righte-
oudnefs of Life. Amen.

T. D.

CON-
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CONFERENCE I

to the Country ; I hope you are now
come to make fome Stay amongft us.:

. B. Sir, I am glad to fee you well :* As to my
Stay here, ’twill be (as ufual) duting the long
Vacation ; and then Bufinefs calls me to Town
again.

A;- T am forry, you can’t give us more of XOUY
Company ; for: our . Monthly Meetings in thefe
Parts have fuffer’d pretty much by your. Ab-
fence. The' Society’ are much indébted to you
for your good. Inftru&tions, and are very fenfible
of your Abilities to ferve them in the common’
Caufe of Chr1ft1an1ty However, they are fatife
fy’d, as I am, that you make the beft Amends
for the Lofs of your Company, by your conftant
Attendance on the greater Soglety above, for
promoting thofe E.nds which they and we have.
{o much at heart. s

- B. I fuppofe you mean the Society for pmpg..
gating Chriftian Knowledge, &c. Some thing or
other has diverted my Thoughts another Way:
I have not been amongf ’em a great while, 7

A, : ;IR, well met: You are welcome ina

B 4 What
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A, What fay you? Do you only fuppofe I
mean ~~— I could not have thought, there had
been any need of explaining my {elf 5 and I am
very forry to hear you now mention that Society,
~ with fo much Coolnefs and Indifferency.

B. To deal frankly with you; I am now be-
come a Member of another Society 5 and they are
Men of a quite different Stamp. Let me tell
you; ’tis a Society that is juftly diftinguifh’d
by their Politenefs, Learning, and good Reafon-
ing; ’tis zhere that I have affociated my felf,
and I am refolv’d to contipue a Member, unlefs
1t can be fhewn, that Iam in an Egror, by be-
ing of this zew Opinion.

A, If this be your Cafe, I'll venture to fay
thus much to you at prefent, that it very nearly
behoves you to make a fpeedy, ferious, and im-
partial Enquiry, whether this wew Opinion of
yours be well grounded, or noj for if it be noty
the Error, you'll eafily agree with me, is not of
an indifferent Nature, as in other Speculations
it may be; but an Error the moft fatal in its
Confequence: For (if I guefs right) your new
traternity are {o far from diftinguifhing them-
{elves in the Manner you reprefent them, that
they are every Day abufing that Reafon, which
God has given them ; and that alfo to ferve the
worft Purpofes, in rejecting the Gofpel-Revela-
tion, the Means of Grace, and the Hopes of

Glory. But left T fhould miftake you, and
charge further than you and your polite Frater-
| #ity
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ity are guilty, pleale to explain yonr felf, in
what this wew Opinion of yours does confift.
B. The Opinion I am now of, has been lately
very fully ftated by our Society, in a Book, call’d,
Chriftianity as old as the Creation, &c. I don’t
find, but the Book’s well receiv’d ; and Encou=-
ragement enough given for another Volumie to
follow (as promis’d) in due Time. Some of us
had lately the Curiofity to kerd our felves (as we
call it) amongft the Country Clergy at a certain
Bifbop’s Vifitation, where the Book was indeed
plentifully rail’d at, and a general Indignation
fhewn at its being publifh'd in fuch a porpous
Manner ; they complain’d very much of the De-
cline of Orthodoxy, and inveigh’'d pretty hear-
tily againft fome of their own Order, as if they
were much of the fame Opinion with our fél?cs;
which (I muft confefs) gave a fecret Pléafure ;
and it was much fear’d, they faid, that in a little
Time thefe Opinions might be defended from
the Pulpit. 'Thanks to our Superiors (thoughit
1) for fuch 2 generous Indulgénce as is now théwn
to Free-Thinkers. Qur late Brotheér Toland did
forne Years ago congratulaté only the Cify of
London, ¥ (but the Happinefs is how almioft unj-
 verfdl ) That there was fearce 8 Way of bononring
the DiiTy kioin any whére, but was eithér al
yeady allow'dy or might be [afely exercis'd aming
Tuenm; and ’tis from this Freedom, that Trarh
riakes its Way in the World.
B2 A, You

% See his Dedication prefix'd to Mr, Harringten’s Works,
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A. Youare fo very full of thefe miftaken No-
tions of Liberty, that you forget the Queftion I
put to you. I defire once more, you will either
In your own Words, or in thofe of your Frater=
#1ty, as deliver’d in that pompous Book you juft
mention’d, let me know in what this new Opi-
wion of yours does confift. You rightly obferve,
there is Liberty enough to {peak, write, and
publith what you pleafe; and for my own Part,
! defirc no Quarter at your Hands: Defend
your #zew Opinion as well as you can: But firft
let me know rightly what it is. |

B. To fpeak then without any Referve; I
cannot admit of any fuch Thing as you call Re-
velationy otherwife than as ’tis confiftent with
Natural Religion = Where they are {o confiftent,
I readily embrace any Part of it ;. but if you
talk of Reuvelation differing from Natural Relie
giony fuch Revelation I rejecty for to make fuch
a Difference, fuppofes, that the -fime infinite
Being has given two independent Rales for the
Government of human Aionss This muft be
the Cafe, when Rewelation is thus magnified, and
pofitive Duties enjoin’d, which Reafon knows
nothing'of : So that my Opinion is, that if we
ule thofe Faculties,. which God has given us to
judge with, sfter the befi Mannmer we can, the
End is anfwer’d for which God gave them, and
oyr Condut fully juftifyd. ‘ |

A. 1 have carefylly read your pompous Bopk
in Quarto § and, I confefs, ’tis admirably well
calculated for the Propagation of Infidelity among t

SRR s .
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us : ‘There’s a great deal of Addrefs, Dexterity,
and Politenefs, (as you fay of your new Frater-
nity,) in adapting the Docrines contain’d in it
to the Lufts and Paflions of Men, to a deprav’'d
Underflanding, and a corrupted 1l 5 and if you
are refolved to inlift yourfelf under fuch Leaders,
I think you are much in the Right of it, to quit
your old Society, and not concern yourfelf any
farther about the Propagation of Chriftianity.
I obferve youn fpeak in the very Words that are
ufed by your Fraternity; and yon feem to be
pretty well verfed in this vew Book, that has
eiven fuch a Turn to your Thoughts about Re-
ligion, But, pray, explain yourfelf what you
mean by that Part of Reve/ation, that may be ad-
mitted by you ? |

B. 1 think it needs little farther explaining :
My Meaning 1s, that satural and trye-reveald
Religion do only differ in the Maaner of their
being convey’d to us: When any other Diffe-
rence is made, and Reafon affures us there is
fuch Difference, fuch Part of Religion is not
to be received as Revelation, but to be rejected
as Superflition » So that all the Diftinction that

our Fraternity think needs be made between #4-
tural and reveal’d Religion, is that of internal

and external Revelation : Inboth of them we muft
ufe thofe Faculties, as I faid before, which God
has-given us to judge with, after the beft Man-
ner we ¢an -y and confequently Reafon muft be a
{ufficient Guide in Matters of Religion, without

e having
)
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having Recourfe to any other fort of Revelation,
fuch as our Reafon 1s a Stranger to,

A, Your Diftinction of internal and external
Revelation, puts me in Mind of Mr, Lock’s Dif~
tinttion In this Matter ; and fince you Gentle-
men pay fo great a Deference to his Opinion,
methinks, 1t ought to have its due Weight with
you,—— ¢ Reafon, {ays he, is natural Revela-
«“ tion, whereby the eternal Father of Light, and

“ Fountain of all Knowledge, communicates to
“ Mankind that Portion of Truth, which He has
¢“ laid within the Reach of their natural Facul-
“ ties: Revelation is natural Reafon enlarg’d by
“ a new Set of Difcoveries communicated by
“ God immediately, which Reafon vouches the
“ Truth of by the Teftimony and Proof it gives,
¢« that they come from God.” And, let me tell
you, my old Friend, thefe few Lines of Mr.
Lock deftroy entirely all your great Volume in
Quarto. 1 readily agree with you in one Thing
you faid before, and which you juft now repeat-
ed, that we msft ufe thofe Faculties which God
bas given us to judge with, after the beft Manner
we-can * nay, to examine Things, and then aét
upon the Evidence that arifes from fuch Exami-
nation, is, I take it, our Daty ; and if Mr. T—,
and the reft of your Fraternity had wfed thofe
Faculties which God bas given ’em to judge With,
after the beft Manner they can, (1 ufe their own
Words, as you have done,) they could never
have perfwaded themfelves to write as they do,

when the moft important Concerns of Religion
were
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were the Subjet, in fuch a vain, loofe, and
trifling Manner ; knowingly and wilfully abufing
and perverting the primitive Wiriters, as well as
the moft eminent Divines of our own Nation, in a
very {candalous Manner. I will venture there-
fore to affirm, that if we ufe our Faculties affer
the beft Manner we can, they will neceflarily lead
us to acknowledge the Truth of the Gofpel Reve-
lation : Sothat your Book, in the main, is proving
what #ome deny, it by Reafoning you mean, that
Men muft one Way or other exemine Things ;
for without fuch Ufe of our Faculties, we never

can trucly come at the Knowledge of the Gofpel=
Revelation, nor without examining can we judge
of the Confequences that naturally follow upon
fuch Revelation made to us. But will you there-

fore fay, that our Reafon or Faculties dire@ us
to judge, or draw fuch a Confequence as you do,
that there-are no Truths in Nature and Religion
to be admitted by us, but fuch as our deprav’d
Underftandings can comprehend ? Does ourReg-
Jon tellus, that 1nfinite Wifdom and Power ought
thus to be limited in his Dealings with his Crea-
tures ? So far from it, that if we look out into
the natural World, we every Day fee our 4fent
1s requir’d to many Things in Fa# trae, which
yet our Faculties will never enable us to give
any tolerable Account of. * I gratefully receive
(fays Mz, Lock) and rejoice in the Light of Reve-
lation, which [ets me at Reft in many Things, the
Manner whereof my poor Reafon can by no Means

make
X Vol.1.Pagesrs, 3340wy

e
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make ont tome. Here’s Humility ! an excellent
Virtue, that your prefent Fraternity would do
well to copy after ; youfee it was the neceflary
Refult of Free-thinking in him, and will always
be {o, when °tis rightly ftated. We muft confult
our Reafon, {ays he, and by it examine, whether
it be & Revelation from God, or no. _And if Rea=
fon finds it to be revealed from God, Reafon then
declares for 1t, as much as for any other Truth,
and makes it one of her Diftates. If you can’t
join then with Mr. Lock, produce your Argu-
ments; and let the Chriftian Religion ftand or

fall by its own Merits : But then let your Argu~

ments be produc’d with an boweft Mind, free from
that notorious In/mcerity, that runs through moft
of the Quotations in your new Book; and for-
bear withal bantering, or being ridiculous in an
Affair of the laft Confequence. In Truth, I much
fear Infincerity -and “fefting will not be fo eafi-
ly parted with, by yon Free-thinkers § for fuch
Methods are the main Strength of your Caufe,
and your Leaders know very well, it ferves to
make the deepeft Impreflion on the Unthinking
and Ludicrous, that is, the greateft Part of Man-
kind.

B. Town, I did {ufpeét Infincerity in fome
Oluotations, when I firft read the Book; and I
ever diflik’d Fefting, or being knowingly imper-
tinent in the Bufinefs of Religion. *1is true what
Mr. Lock fays, (and I fhall by no Means oppofe
it,) when Reafon once finds it to be a Revelation
from God, ’tis our Bufinefs to fubmit, But then,

& oir,
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Sir, how thall our Reafon fiud it out to befo;
this with me is the great Difficulty. If you can
produce that Chain of Evidences, as fome talk of,
which fhall be {o plain and forcible, as that they
fhall not fail to convince every unprejudic’d Mind,
(as, I do aflure you, wine is at prefent,) that the
Gofpel Revelation (all that we now have under
that Name) was from God, 1 will not only ac=
quicfce, but farther acknowledge to you, that the
Inference, which an eminent Prelate * has lately
made, is very juft and cogent, viz.  That when
“ by the Help of our Reafon, Revelation be=
“ comes fo eftablithed ; no Suggeftion, either a-
“ gainft the Need of fuch a Revelation, or againtt
“ out Obligation to receive it, ought to make any
“ Impreflion upon us : For indeed to fuppofe;
« that God makes a Revelation that is weedlefs,
“ is a dire& Impeachment of his #i/dom 3 and
¢ to affirm, that we are not bound to attend to
“ and receive it, when made, is no lefs an Ima
¢ peachment of his Authority.” But ftill, as I
faid before, the Dificulty with me is this, hsiv
we can, by the Help of our Reafon, or a right
Ufe of thofe Faculties which God has given us
to judge with, attain to a certain Knowledge of
the Truth of thofe Fads, which you call Proofs
of the Gofpel Revelation 2 Or, to fay all id a
few Words, whete are thofe credible Witneffes,
that our Reafon will tell us, we may and ought
to rely on for the Truth of thefe Things ?

C A, Should

k. Bifhop of London’s Second Pafloral Letter.
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A, Should it be {fuppoled, that we had not
credible Witnelfes to rely onj yet taking it for

granted, that there were fuch Perfons as the 4-

poftles, (a Fai? as clear, as that there were fuch
Perfons as Auguftus and Tiberius Cefar,) 1 ap-
peal to your own Realon, or to zhofe Faculties
which God bas given you to judge with, after the
beft Manner you cany, whether fuch Perfons as the
Apoftles of Chrift, and in their Circumftances,
could poflibly be guilty of Forgery or Impofture €
Whether whole Societies of difinterefted, perfe=
cuted Chriftians, could be deceived or miftaken
in the Authors of thofe Hiffories, and thofe Epi/~
tles they had fo lately receiv’d, and on which
they fet fuch an ineftimable Value? Whether
thofe Books, fo highly efteemed, fo univerfally
handled, {fo publickly read, fo often tranfcrityd,
quoted, and expounded, lo jealoufly guarded by
contending Parties, could ever be materially al-
tered, or poflibly be corrupted as Mr. W hifton has
groundlelly afferted ’em to be in the Days of
Barckocab, (about the End of the fitft, or Begin=
ning of thq fecond Century,) the bcqter to ferve
his Purpofe, relating to the Apoftolical Confti-
tations ? Notwithftanding the Efforts of fuch
Mern, this is the truly Primitive Religion that
1s now cftablithed amongft ourfelves; and it high-
ly behoves our Governors to confider, whether
fuch a Religion, as recommends “#ffice and
Unity, Peace and Civil Obedicnce, Temperauce,
Iudnftry and Fidelity, thould, in Point of Honour
and Intereft, be prophan’d, vilify’d, and fet at

. Nought,
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Nought, cither by fuch Hereticks, or {fuch a Set
of Free-thinkers, as you love to call yourlelves;
and yet, after all your boafted Reafoning, you
don’t offer to introduce any better Religion in-
ftead of the Chriftign : The Truth is, Free-
thinking, you fancy, will juftify Free-living.
There’s a Fear and Dread of religious Truths ;
ot, as Dr. Clarke* has very well obferved : « In
“ the Manners of moft of you it is too plain
“ and apparént, that abfolute Libertinifm is the
“ Thing you really aim at ; and however their
“ Creed (fays he) may pretend to be the Creed
“ of Deifts, yet almoft always their Pradtice is
“ the Practice of very Atheifs.

B. You feem to grow warm ; but Warmth,
you know, is of no Service to any Caufe. I
think you faid juft now, that it could not wel]
admit of a Doubt, (for the Realons you have
aflign’d,) whether the Epifties and Gofpels could
be materially alter’d or corrupted. Now, this
Doubt, I own, I have, and it fticks with me, not-
withftanding the Reafons you have given ; and
therefore this is the main Point that I fhall in-
fift on. I don’t fufpeét the Apofles guilty of
Forgery or Impofture, nor do I dény that their
Works were highly valuable for many Years :
But fince there have been many pious Frauds
amongtt the conteuding Parties, (you mention'd)
in After-Ages, how can we be certain, that thele
Epifiles and Gofpels have not been materially al=
ter'd or corrupted ? Or, as I faid before, where

C2 are

*In his Boyle’s Legures,
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are thofe credible Witueffes to be met with, which
our Reafinr will tell us, we may fafely rely on
for the Certainty of the Gofpe! Revelation, as
‘tis now received in this Kingdom ?

4. 1 hope, Sir, you will readily allow, that
there were no pious Frauds among Heathens or
Fews, in regard to the Chriftian Religion and
its Dofrines © What think you then of thofe
Perfons, that werc the avow'd Enemies of the
Chriftian Religion in general: Such as Cornelius
Tacitus, Celfus, Prophyrie, and a long Lift be-
fides of fuch learned and obferving Heathens,
whofe Works are genuine, and their Evidence
not liable to any Objection ? What fay you, if
I appeal to thefe Men, and fome fews alfo, as

credible Witnefles of the Truth of thefe Things?
I defire therefore, that their Teflimonies may bé

heard touching any fuch Dofrines, or Points of
Faith, or any Fads, as they now ftand recorded
in the Epiftles and Go/pels, fuch as you fhall
pleafe to queftion the Truth of: And, asIden’t
doubt but their Teftimony will corroborate the
Anuthority of the ancient Fathers of the Church
in thefc Matters, (where you feem to object your
piows brands,) fo 1 am perfwaded, they will
prove to be full Evidence, that the Epiffles and
Gofpels have not beea materially altered or cor-
rupted.

B. You furprize me very much; and if you
can make out your Point, the Surprize will be
highly agreeable : 'There certainly can be no
Objection to the Credibility of { uch Wémqﬂes :

but
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but on the contrary, (as 'tis obferved and allow’d
of in our Courts of }uftice,) the Evidence is al=
ways much ftronger, and more regarded, that
comes from the Mouth of an ddver/ary.

A It was for this Reafon, that the Fatbers
in the early Times of Chriftianity, took an ef-
pecial Care to corroborate the Dodrines of
their Religion, by the Evidence which they al-
ledged out of the moft eminent Heathen Wri-
ters, By this Means they often furnifhed them-
felves with Weapons out of their Enemies own
Quarters, - to defend the T'ruth of the Chriftian
Religion. Clemens of Alexandria, and Origin
his Scholar, were remarkably happy and fuccefs-
ful that Way 3 and La&antius,* the Chriftian
Cicero, was {fo fenfible of the Advantage that
Chriftianity might receive by fuch a Method,
that he forms a Plan whereupon to proceed, and
advifes the making Extraéls out of Heather
Whriters, touching fuch Things as they had
faid conformable to the Holy Scriptures, and
then reducing them into one Body or Syftem
for the common Good of Chriftianity.

- B. I perceive then, the Method you propofe is
not altogether sew: However ’tis what I ap-
prove of, and therefore defire you would pro-
ceed. 1 am forry, I am not fo well versd in
the Claffick Authors, as I ought to be at this
Time; but I think, I know enough, not to be
eafily impos’d on in thefe Matters; and befides,
- T have

* Inflit. Lib, vii. Cap. 7.
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T have that good Opinion of you, that there
will be no Attempt to reconvert me that Way.

A, Let my old Friend reft fatify’d, that I
will deal with him in this Affair with the great-
eft Sincerity, though your Fraternity in ¢his are
fo notorioufly deficient, and in an Affair of the
utmoft Concern to us all. 1 will alledge nothing
from any Heathen Writer to the Purpole in
hand, but fuch as isallow’d to be geunuine by
all, or if not by 4/l, 1 ihall endeavour to prove
it fo, before I apply ity I will take the beft
Care, I can, not to miftake the Senfe of my Au-
thor 3 and if I do at any Time, I know your
Abilities to be fuch, that you can {foon fet me
right. But this is a fort of Work, that can’t be
done, either to your Satisfaltion, or mine, with-
out having the Authors themfielves before us,
that I am to appeal to. Pleafe then, if you
have refted your {elf {uthiciently, after the plea-
fant Walk we have had in the Park, to ftep in-
to my Study, and there we’ll fummon thofe Au-
thors to make their Appearance, and give Evie
dence, as often as we have Occafion for ’em.

B. I muft confefs, this Room gives me a fin-
gular Pleafure ; and if you can make good your
Point by the Help of thefe old Gentile Philofo-
phers and Hiftorians, (which I fee are ready at
hand whenever we call ’em,) I fhall think they
deferve a more honourable (/4f5, than fome of
thofe old primitive Gentlemen I fec at a Diftance,

A, 1
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A Teafily guels who you mean, the Fathers
of the Chriftian Church; your Prejudices, T
find, arc very ftrong againft ‘em; but I do af-
fure you, without Foundation, unlefs huoman
Frailties are to be charg’d as Crimes; otherwife
I could ecafily vindicate ‘em from thofe vile Re-
proaches and unjuft Refleftions, that are caft
on’em in your new Free-thinking Book: But 1
can only promife you now, that this fhall be
done fome other Time, if you defire it 3 tho’ it
will appear in our prefent Debates, that Heathen
Writers and the Fathers fupport one another
in this Matter. Matters of Faf, we are now
chiefly to enquire into, and the Method pro-
pos’d and approv’d of by you, is, that the Hea~
then and Fewifb Writers only thou'd be appeal’d
to, to fec how far they confirm the feveral
Branches of the Chriffian Religion, in that
Manner as ’tis now profefs'd by us in our Bibles
¢ And if they fhall fully and clearly lesr wit-
“ nefs, not only in general to fome one Truth
¢« contain’d in the Holy Scriptures, but alfo to
“ the Divinity of Jefus Chrift; to.the Reality
“ of his Miracles; to the literal Accomplith-
“ ment of the Divine Prophecies relating to
“ Him ; to the principal Doétrines contain’d in
“ the New Teftament; to the Holine/s and Py-
“ rity of Chriftianity, and the remarkable Szzc-
¢ tity of its Profeflors ; I hope you will then
* agree with me, that the Religion, as we now

“ profefs it, is truly primitive, and did really
© come down from God.

G B. T
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B. I join iffue with you entirely in the Man-
ner as is already propos’d and agreed to: Be-
gin, as {foon as you pleafe.

A. Before I begin, pleafe to caft an Eye on 2
Manufcript lying on the Table; *tis a Collection
of the Authoritzes that I am to make ufe of from
the Heathen and %ewifh Writers, in order to
prove what I have propos’d. 'This Collection
has been made for fome Years, purfuant to the
Advice given by Ladantius, as I mentiond to
you, juft before we finifh’d our Walk : "T'he Au-
thorities arc already made Englifb, with proper
References; which will much fhorten the Time.
All I now defire, 1s, that you would let me
know, in what Manner I fhall proceed, or what
Topick you would have firft, difcufs’d; and
when 1 produce my Teflimonies, be as particus
lar as you will, 1n putting Queftions about the
{everal Authors, whether as to their Time of li-
ving ; or the Occafion and Naturc of fuch Tef-
monies 5 or what Charater fuch Authors bore
in the World: Canvas thefe Matters as rigid-
ly as you pleafe; for I am fatisfied, the morc
you do it, the brighter and ftronger the Tefli-
mony will appear.

B. You may begin in what Manner you think
fit, and take your own Way in the proving what
you have undertaken : And as to putting of
Queftions, you need not have made that a Re-
queft ; for I may happen to put em fafter than
you can anfwer em; at leafty I do affure you, if
that will make your Teffimsiies brighter and

ftronger
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ﬂ;ronger, my Afhftance fhan't be Wﬂﬂtil‘]g. I ob-
{ferve in the firft Page of your ColleZion, there’s a
Teftimony taken from Phlegon. If you pleafe, leg
him be the finff that gives his Evidence, and
then we'll examine what 7¢# amounts to; I think
he was an ancient Writer, and therefore may
very well have the Preference given him,

A. Phlegon liv'd about the Beginning of the
fecond Century, fitnam’d Trallianus, from the
Place of his Nativity in 4z ; but he liv'd the
beft Part of his Time under the Emperor Adrian,
who was fond of having him and other learned
Men about his Perfon. Phlegon might not impro-
perly be call’d one of your Belles-Lettres Men s
thofe Pieces of his that are yet extant, make
us juftly regret the Lofs of his other Works 5
we {ee however from his Remains, that he was
one, who had a fine Tafte; had a great Fund
of good Learning, and yet a Politenefs withal,
that made him and his Learning agreeable to
the greateft Court then known in the World.

B. What “Pieces are there now remaining of
Phlegon’s, and from which of them do you in-
tend to fetch your Teftimony €

A. There are three very confiderable ones yet
extant, which Meur/ius has taken care to put to-
gether, and to illuftrate with his own Nozes.
The moft remarkable of thofe three Picces, is
his famous Hiffory of the Olympiads (from whence
lintend prefently to produce my Teffimonies)
dedicated to Alibiadss Captain of the Empe-
ror Adrian’s Guards. Scaliger in his Animad-

D verfions
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vetfions on Eufebins’s Ghrow. p. 185, fuggeits,
that the Emperor Adrian himfelf compos’d this
Work, and that Phlegon, by his Permiffion, pub-
lifh’d it : Be that as it will, our Caufe is not
affefted in the leaft. This Work was pen’d in
the Way of Annals, ot a fort of Chronicle that
Way manag’d, divided into fixtee# Books, giv
ing an Account of the moft remarkable Things
that had happen’d in the whole World, for the
Space of more than 9oo Years; I mean, from
the Eftablithment (or rather Renewal) of the
Olympiads under Iphitus, to the 138th Year of
Fefus Chriff, which was in the 229th Olympiad.
To apprehend the Excellency of this Work,
you need only caft your Eyes on the 177th Olym-
piad, which Photius has preferv’d for us in his
Bibliotheque 5 and you will eafily form a Judg-
ment, from the extraordinary Occurrences theie
taken notice of by Phlegon, of what a mighty
Advantage fuch an entire Chromicle would have
been, for clearing up manyPaffages in profane and
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory too : However, according
" to the good Pleafure of the Almighty, there are
full extant in this Hiftory of the Olympiads, two
or three noble, irrefragable Teftimonies, {fuch as
grc not to be thaken by all the Wit and Malice
of your Fraternity 3 which Phlegon (neither wit-
tingly nor willingly) gives to the Diwinity of
“fefuus Chri iff, and to the Troth of the -Chri-

ftian Religion in general, The Teffimonies are
thefe o |

B, Sil‘y
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B. Sir, as impatient as I am to hear what
thofe Teffimonies are, 1am willing to have one
Minute’s Patience more, whilft you juft name tg
me the Zitles of thofe two other Pieces of Phle-
gon: Pray oblige me {o far, and in as few
Words as you pleafe.

A, One of them, which is the fecond Piece, is
call’'d, 4 Hiffory of fuch Things as bave besn ob=
ferv'd to be Extraordinary, Marvellous, or ot of
the common Courfe of Natare. This Hiftory conm
fifted of thirty~five Chapters ; but the Beginning,
and the better Part of it, is wanting. His third
Piece is aTreatife on the Longevity of Men, gi-
vinga particular Lift of fuch Perfons, as have ex-

ceeded one hundred Years, 1 will only add, that
the Fragments of thefe zhres curious Pieces are
happily to be met with in the eighth and zinth

Volumes of Growevius’s Greek Antiquitiesy by
which Means that learned Man has taken care,
that Pofterity thall not be depriv’d of thofe va-
luable Remains, I will now proceed, and obe
fetve to you the Teftimonies that Phlsgon gives
in this Hiftory of the Olympiads ; and for this
Purpofe we muft alfo have Recourfe to Ladan-
tius in his Inflitutions, Lib. IV, c. 21. and to
Origen in his fecond Book againft Celfus : Now,
Phlegon firft of all avers in the moft {olemn
Manner, “ That Fefus Chrift had been a true
« Prophet ; that he knew the Times that were
“ to come ; that fuch were foretold by Him
“ and that there has been an exaét Accomplith-
“ ment of all his Predictions.

D 2 B. Pra y,
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B. Pray, what might induce Phlegon to {peak
fo pofitively in this Matter; or what Authority
had he to fupport fuch a Declaration ¢

A. He had much the fame Authority, as you
would have, if you {earch’d the Records in the
Tower of London, and got any Matter of Fa&
regularly attefted from thence. You can’t but
know, and every rcafonable Body muft think,
that they had at Rome (the great Metropolis)
their Archives, publick Regiffers, or Records ;
you muft allow, that Phlegon had free Accefs to
thefe Records, when and 4s often as he pleas’d ;
and you find nothing more common amongit the
primitive Apologifts, when pleading before Enm-
perors or others in Defence of the Chriftian Re-
ligion, than appealing to thefe publick A4éts, or
Records.

B. I{uppofe then, this Declaration of Phle-
gon’s, touching the Divinty of Jefus Chrift, was
what he grounded upon fome Matters of FacZ,
recorded in that publick Manner you fpeak of,
But are there any fuch Matters of Fad in Phle-
gon’s Hiftory of the Olympiads, as will {uffici-
ently prove fuch Declaration of Phlegor’s con-
cerning Chrift’s Divinity to be well grounded ?

A, There is one Faét in Phlegon’s Hiftory,
which docs it effetually ; and that is, his re-
cording the wonderful Darknefs that over/pread
the Face of the Earth at the Time of our Savi-
our’s Crucifixion , this he had.unqueftionably
confirm’d to him from thofe publick Records
juft mention’d ; the Poff he was in at Court, as

1
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I have hinted already, muft naturally lead him
to fearch thele Records, and the Nature of the
Work which he was compofing {his Hiftory |
did indeed abiolutely require it; in this Search
then among the publick Ads occur’d to Phlegon
among others, the extraordinary Event 1 have
now taken notice of, and which he copy'd in
the plain, fimple Manner he found it recorded.
Thefe Records were indeed well enough known
to Friends as well as Einemies of Chriftianity, oy
elfe there had not been fuch a frequent Appealing
to ‘em, as we find therc was; and as to-the par-
ticular Fa& now before us, that renown'd Mar-
tyr Lucian, Tertullian, and others, have direétly
appeal’d to thefe Roman Annals, for the Truth
of 7¢, and as often confounded their Adverfa-
rics with that fort of Argument. The Martyr
Lucian, {o famous for his Learning, Piety, and
Conftancy, when his Judge had interrogated
him publickly about his Religion, and he had
given an Account of his Faith, he afterwards
rais’d his Voice to a higher Pitch, and fpake as
follows, “ If you will not have any Regard to
“ the Teftimony 1 have given you for the Divi-
“ wity of %efus Chrift, you have nothing left
“ but to confult your own Anuals; there you
“ will find, that during ‘Pilate’s Government,
“ and at the Time, when the Saviour of the
“ World was crucify’d, the Sun difappear'd,

“ and the Univerfe was buried, as it were, in
“ Darknefs.

G B.1
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B. I don’t know how well at prefent to ob-
je& to this Tefliinony of Lucian’s, becaufe you
fay he fuffered Death for the Caufe which he
efpoufed. That’s a Zsme, I muft own, when
pions Frands can hardly be {fuppofed to be prac-
tic’d ; and putting a Cheat upon themfelves or
others, can turn to little Account : But before I
fully affent to this Teffimony, let me hear a little
more of this Lucian, and who it is that relates
this of him.

A, T eafily imagin’d, you was not fo well ac-
quainted with this Lucian, as with another of
the fame Name, whofe Dialogues (I know) now
and then ferve to exhilerate and keep up the Spi--
rits of your Fraternity, Your Lucian had cer-
“tainly a great deal of Wit} but he did not turn
it to fuch good Purpofe, as the Marzyr did
And yet enawares, your Lucian too has given
a Teftimony to one of the greateft Myfteries of our
Religion, as I fhall have Occafion to fhew and
defend before we have done; fo that his Wit
proved a Snare to others, and has weakened the
very Caufe of Infidelity he was maintaining. As
to our Martyr, if you dare belicve the Charactey
that St. Chryfoffome* and Athanafius + give of him,
He was 2 Man of rare Accomplifhments, and un-
common Learning 3 a profound Philofopher, and
a compleat Orator ; had a thorough Knowledge
of the Holy Scriptures, and was fo accurately
skill'd in the Greek and Hebrew Learning, that

he became a Correror of the Septuaging 5 was
the

% Tom, 1. Hom. 46. + In Synops:
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the Author of that famous vulgar Tranflation

of the Bible, that generally obtained in the chﬂj
both in the fourth and fifth Centuries, and was
commonly call’d Lucian’s Verfion. “Tis natu-
ral to believe, fuch an able Defender of his Re-
ligion, would not be wanting in laying hold of
the Weapons, that his Enemies had furnifhed him
with for that Purpofe ; I mean their own Re-
cords » And that he did thus defend himfelf, as
I have faid already, you may learn from Ruffi-
nus,* a Cotemporary of St. Ferome, and once a
great Friend of his, at the latter End of the
fourth Century : And, for your farther Satisfac=
tion in this Matter, you fhall have the Teffimo-

ny of Tertullian likewife, when you pleafe, who
appeal’d to the Roman Archives, for the Truth
of the fame Matter of Faf, concerning the mi=

raculous Darknefs at the Time of our Saviour’s
Cructfixion.

B. I might except to Tertullian’s Evidence,
becaufe, contrary to the Method propofed, he
is neither Few nor Heathen ; but {ince ’tis fo,
that his Evidence relates only to a Matter of Faé,
with which he prefs’d his Enemies; and they
were certainly concern’d to anfwer him, if they
could ; and fince your are proving, that Hes-
thens likewife have taken Notice of the fame
Matter of Faé?, and from the fame Records, I

think Tertullian ought to be heard in a proper
Place @ But I defire, before he makes his Appea-
rance, that Phlegon may be called once more ;

for
% Hitt, Eccl, Lib. ix, Cap. 6.
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for it was only faid in gewéral a while ago, if I
remember right, that in Phlegor’s Hiftory of
the Olympiads, Mention was made of this Fsé,
the wonderfel Darkuefs, attending our Sgvi-
oaur’s Crucifixion 5 1 defire now to know, how
that Paflage ftands in Phlegon, and in what Lan-
guage he wrote it ?

4. I will give you the Pafflage at Length,
which was written in Greek, and tranflated into
Latin both by Eufebius® and St. Ferome. The
Original you may read at your Leifureyd I will
now only give it you in Euglifh » The Hiftori-
an, when he comes to the two bundred and fecond
Olympiad, fays cxprelsly, That in the fourth (or
laft) Year of that Olympiad, (which anfwers to
the Eighteenth of Tiberius, and to the Year of
our Lord’s Crucifixion,) there was a greater
Eclipfz of the Sun than was ever known before :

There was Night at the Sixth Hour * of the Day;
in as much as the Stars were feen in the Heavens »
There was alfo a mighty Earthquake, which caufed
a great Overthrow at Nice in Bithynia. 'The
Futbers in their Apolegeticks laid a great Strefs
(as well they might) upon thefe Words of Phe-
gon 5 and they have demonftrated in thofe and
other of their Works, that this Eclip/e of Phle-
gon’s, (or to {peak more properly,) that fudden
Defeétion, or Ceffation of Light at Noon-Day,
neither was, nor could be, other than a S#perna-

tural

* Hieron, & Eufeb. 1n Chronico.

+ Phleg. Olymp." 2 02. 1

*°Tis well kaown, that at Reme the Sixth Hour was our
Twelve o’Clock.
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sural Eclipfe, hapning at the Death of our Sa-
viour, fince by the unanimous Agreement of all
Aftronomersy whether Greek or Roman, or any
where elfe through the Univerfe, there neither
was, nor could be, a natural Eclipfe, during that
Eighteenth Year of Tiberius’s Reign 5 and confe-
quently tkat Darkuefs, we are now talking of,
muft neceffarily have been miraculons or fuperna-
tural, it happening at the Time of full Moon,
and was fuch an Ec/ipfe, as put the whole Syftem
of the Univerfe quite out of Order. Give me
Leave then to tell you, Sir, this is fuch 2 Sort
of Proof for the T'ruth of our Religion, that
whenever it has been urg’d, it has carried fo
much Strength and Weight along with it ; has
appeared fo very powerful and cogent, that nei-

ther Porphyry, nor “fthiany nor any of our other
Enemies have been able to make any zolerqbie

Reply to it.

B. You feem to be very elate upon this firfh
Evidence given by Phlegon 5 and if the Cafe ftands
really and truly, as you have put 1t, I think He
well deferves the Precedency that’s given him,
But there are fome Seraples, I mutft tell you, that
ftill reft with me touching this Teffimony of Phle-
gon : If he has finithed his Evidence, my Sery-
ples or Excsptions are ready to be offered to

ou,
/ A, It was you, if you remembet, that call’d
for Phlegon to make his fecond Appearance ; amtd
now he is here, I don’t care yef to part with

him : 1 find you are framing ObjeiFions, (though
E, 1 be-
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I believe nothing more than what 1 have often
heard from your Libertines,) and thercfore Tl
make the moft of Pblegon that I can: Now,
this Heathen Writer in his Hiftory of the Olym-
piads, gives this farther Teffimony in Behalf of
the Chriftian Religion, and which equally de-
{erves our Notice with the-former, viz © That
“ the Predictions, which St. Peter had made
“ to the Fews, touching their approaching
“ Ruin, and that of their City “erufalem in
“ particular, had been all exactly fulfill’d in
“ what had happen’d ; and that {uch an Event
““ ought to be look’d on as the Effeét of fome
“ fuperior Power, and as the Will and Pleafure
“ of Heaven, that Things thould fo fall out.”
And here ’tis proper to obferve to you from Ori-
ge#y® that he did not fail taking Advantage
from this Authority of Phlegon, for refuting the
Calumnies of Ce/fis, and for proving the Divini-
ty of Jefus Chrift, againft the Profanenefs of that
Epicurean © And here alfo it may be farther re-
mark’d, with your Leave, that at the Time
when Origen writ, this Chronicle of Phlegon was
all entire, and in every body’s Hands. There’s
another Faé# that was recorded by Phlegon, in his
Olympiads, that ferves very well our prefent Pure
pole, which Eufebius reports after Phlegon. 1
will juft mention it, (for I am impaticent to hear
yout Scmples,) and I may have an Occafion to
fpeak of it more fully. another Time : *Tis
Q’/'alegau then, who has firft obferved, That Pi-

late,

*Contra Celfum. Lib, i
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late, fuking under the Difgraces be met with, be
came his own Executioner 5 killing bimfelf through
Defpair, aﬁsr be had lﬂﬂgﬂiﬂ:cd for fone Tirne in
bis Exile, being banifbed by the Emperor Caligula,
And now, I am ready to hear what thofe Scry-
Ples are, touching Phlegor’s Tejﬁﬁzoyy, as | have
given it, concerning the miraculons Darknefs at
our Saviour’s Death.

B. One Scruple that 1 have is this: There’s
an Author, who has been of good Credit many
Years ago for fome Works that he publith’d,and He
1s much valued by our Society, who fays exprefs-
ly, that this extraordinary Ec/ipfe that ‘Phlegon
fpeaksof;is plac’d by bim, not in the fourth Year of
the two bundred and fecond Olynpiad, as you have
now given it from the Colle€tion of Teftimonies ly-
ing before us, but in the forrth Year of the twobun-
dred and tenth Olympiad , and {ays farther, that
in this Account of Phlegon’s, the Sun is faid to
have been then in Piftes, one of the twelve celef
tial Signs, I don’t remember to have feen this
particular Tract of the Author’s, otherwife than
in Manufecript 5 but in that Manner ’tis common
and very current amongft us: And, if what he
fays be true, your Argument is of no Force, and
the Teftimony of Phlegon only ferves to prove,
that there was an extraordinary Eclipfe about
thirty two Years after the 'Lime that you have
fixed for the Death of Chrift.

A. Eufebiys, who makes fo much Ufe of Pble-
gon’s Olympiads, when he comes to the fourth
Vear of the two bundred and tenth Olympiad, has

k2 thefe
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thefc remarkable Occurrences, viz, This Year
Lucan the Poet, being catch’d in a Plot, beld
out his A for the Surgeon to cut bis Veins »
Nero /et Rome oz Fire, that be wmight bave the
better Idea of Troy when in Flames ; and three
Cities in Afia were overtarned by an Eartbquake,
Laodicea, Hierapolis, 4#4 Colefle. But not a
Word of fuch an extraordinary Feclipfe as we
are talking of : and I'll venture to fay, before 1
name your Author, (which I can eafily do, and
am no Stranger to the Manufcript,) that he is the
only Perfon that ever charged Phlegon in this
Manner ; and I have often wonder’d what Frenzy
could carry a Man {o far, as to attempt to
change the Text of Phlegon, in order to rob
Chriflians of fo fingular a Teflimony given by a
Heathen trom the publick Records for the Diwvi-
ity of Jefus Chrift. I am fenfible, however, I
am now lying under the Sufpicion of Infinceri-
ty, as to this Quotation from Phlegon 5 and there-
fore have no better Way to clear mylelf of fuch
Imputation than by fummoning Mexrfius™ in his
Notes upon Phlegon - Here he is  read, and then
oive me your Opinion.

B. 1

* J. Mcurfius in notis ad Phlegontis Tralliani Fragmentum de
Olympiis. Vid. F. Gromovii Thefaur. dAntiq. Grac. Vol. ix.
pag. 1292.

Eufebius 1n Chron. nominat xiii. librum Chronicorum Phle-
f-’.ﬂmlsn TpicQet 35 &) Afyes 6 TS O;!.uwrmﬁa:r; ypdQay Prgvur, mp? TOY
ol 8 T TprowaSendTws ﬁnp.zo':r rx.u*rﬂr,f; T4s¢. Two 3¢ Eter 7ils
LB OPUEJ-'FMB@" gyvelo tureidug,' T Telaplo ETE Bmuumqv;, Seu-
1pus OHUH-TIHB@" gy£velo sxhsn!ug WAl p.s'y:r;m TEY s}rvmpwp.zvmu
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B.T don’t find one Word here of Piftes, or of
the two hundred and tenth Olympiad . If there be
no more ‘Phlegons, my Author has certainly play’d
the Knave : The Paffage is as you have repre-
fented it to be, as to T7me ; and I own your
Tranflation of the whole to be juft, as you
gave it me from your Colleition : I fear my Au-

thor had fome #/ Ends to icxve by this changing
of Phlegen’s Text.

A, Your Author is Bodin, the fame Man that
writ fix Books de¢ Republica, and other Pieces

that

Ex Eufebio autem tranftulit Panlus Diaconns, Hift, Mife. Lib.vii.
“ Scribens autem inter cateros& Phlegon,quiOlympiadasfuper ipfis
“ enumerat, In tertio decimo fermone eifdem verbis adferit. Por-
¢ ro quarto anno CCII Olympiadis, facta eft defectio Solis maxi-
¢ ma, & nox hord fexta diei facta eft>1ta ut etiam flelle in cce-
¢ ]o apparcrent. ‘Terrzmotus etiam magnus in Bithynia factus,
¢« plurimam Nicez partem urbis fubvertit,  Et Maxtmus in Scho-
« liis ad Diﬂnyﬁi AI‘COP. EP- vil. Mfgvrﬂm fﬁp x} (Dagymp, o *EAM.
vindg K povoypl POy #v TpionadendTw ypovoysaiiv ev T £B."OAvy-
IOt THG Euhfi’xbsw; TOOTNG Ante omnes vero Origenes contra
Celfum, Lib. ii. qui de numero tamen Jibri ambigit.  @aéywy pey-
Tos v Tpfonaudendly % Teooapeonaidendryo, dinar, TV Kponnivy i)
THY WepL Tivwy MEAASVIwY wpdyvaciy 28wxe T Xpmgw.  Et mox :
Iiepd S¢ mijs €= TiPepis Kaioupos duncibews, 8 BaoiaéuoslGr i) 6
*Inoii %oixey Ecaupacdass ) WEPT T@Y meyZAwY TETE YEVOUEVDY TEICULY
THe Ve dveypabe %, Qadywy €v 7O TpoxausSexdTw, Sipar Tor Xpo-
iy, EgoreCtum numerum cenfeo xiv. Nam, ut calculum fub-
ducamus, juftd operis dividendi proportione, in fingulis libris fue-
rint Olympiades quindecim ; ac poftremus imperfeGtus quatuor
tantum in fe habuerit, plures habiturus, fi Phlegonti vita diutura
nior fuiflet: Ergo Olympias CCII. pertra&ata, Lib, xiv. fuerit.
Eufeb. in Chron. Lib. pofter. ad Olymp, CCIL. ita habet: Je-
fus Chriftus fecundum Prophstias, quz de eo fuerant prolocute,
ad paffionem venit anno Tiberti decimo octavo, quo tempore etiam
in aliis Ethnicorumn Commentariis, hzc ad verbum {cripta repe-
perithus 1 Solis facla defecio : Bithynia terramotu coneuffa : ¢
i urbe Nicad ades plurime corraerunt. Quez omnia his congruunt
quz in paffione Salvatoris acciderant. Scribit vero fuper his &
Phlego, qui Olympiadarum egregius Supputator eft, in xiii. hibro
ita dicens; Quarto autem anmo CCIL. Olympiadis, magna ¢ ex-
Cellens inter omnes, gua ante eam Acciderant, Defedip Solis faila,

e,
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that are defervedly efteemed for a great deal of
good Learning that is in them: But the Mawn-
feript, out of which you and Thoufands fuck
their Poifon, (written Dialogue wife and in La-
tin,) is intitled, De abditis veruim (ublimiun Are
canis. “1isin thelc peftilent Dialogues that he
has ventur’d in fuch a grofs malicious Manner
to impofe upon the World in relation to this
Teftimony of Phlegon; and as to your Fears of
Bodin’s having {ome i Ends to ferve, it ap-
pears plain enough from thofe Dialogues, in
. other Inftances befides this,

B. 1 own, Bodin was the Author 1 meant
but pray, what are thofe other Inftances, that
thew his 77/ Defigns ?

A, T{ay no more at prefent, than that in thofe
Dialogues, he queftions the Virgin Mary as fuch,
after our Saviour’s Incarnation, or God mani=
fefted in the Fleth 5 and treats the rwo firft
Chapters of St. Luke’s Golpel as Apocryphal,
becaufe the Divinity of Fefus Chriff there dif-
plays it {elf in {fo full a Light ; upon the whole,
’tis too plain, that Bodin, under the Mask of
a Chriflian, was either “few or Infidel at the
Bottom 3 and I hope in a little Time, God
will give you Grace to leave fuch Company, and
to ufe thofe Mecans that he has appointed to
make you happy. I hope your Scruple howeves
is now at an End ; if not, Resfom it felf will
do it for you : And you know by the Laws of
your oociety, as has been already obfervd, you
are bound to ufe thofe Faculties that God bas

C grven
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given you after the befi Mauner you can, For
confider the Fut or Fadls now before usy Phle-~
gon tells us from the Roman Records that there
was fuch a furprifing Darknefs, and that it was
attended with a violewt Earthquake ; and the pyi-
mitive Writers in their Apologies for the Truth
of the Chriftian Religion, appeal to thofe very
Records, whether thofe zwo Fais were not there
fully attefted in the like Manner as they were
related by the Evangelifis - But would it not
have been very abfurd, impertinent, and doing
no manner of Service to the Caufe of Chriftia-
nity, if, in thofe Records which they were ap-

pealing to, they had not known there was a
perfect Agreement in Point of Time, as to fuch

Darknefs and Eartbguake, and our Saviour’s
Crucifixion ? And how eafly had it been for thofe

they appeal’d to, to have thewn ’em their Error,
and which certainly they wou’d have done, if
they cou’d ? But the publick Records were too
well known ; the Apologifts therefore triumph’d
in this Particular, as well they might; nor was
there ever a Porpbyry, a Lucian, a Celfus, or a
Julian, that cffer'd to controvert the Point of
Time, as to this Eclipfe. Aftronopers, as 1 faid
before, have all agreed that there could be no
Natural Eclipfe during the cighteenth Year of 74-
berius’s Reign, which was the Year of our Savis
our’s Crucifixion; and yet the Roman Records {ay
there was an Eclipfe that very Year; the Apolo-
gifts very well knew the Romans had recorded
fuch wonderful Ec/ipfe, and theretore with great

Con-
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Confidence make their Appeal : Phlegon relates
the fame Thing from thofe Records ; his fourth
Year of the two hundred and fecond Olympiad 1s
well known to correfpond with the eighteenth of
Tiberius and the Paffage given by Phlegon being
the fame, and taken from the fame Place, where
the Apologifts appeal’d to, it muft be, that the
fourthYear of the two hundred and fecond Olyri-
piad was the Time whea this extraordinary Eclipfe
happen'd. But, Sir, were it poflible that Phlegon’s
Teftimony cou’d be any ways thaken (as I am {ure
it cannot) won deficit alter; he is not the ony
Heather Writer, that can bear Witnefs to this
wonderful Darknefs, and being wonderful, ferv'd
to illuftrate the Death of our Saviour : I have one
in pettojwhenever you pleafe to call for him; and
T can tell you farther, he is older than Phlegon
too; for he liv'd even in the fizff Century : But
my Bufinefs now is to hear your Scruples, if you
have any more about Phlegon’s Teftimony, and
then to give you the beft Satisfattion I can,

B. You are very obliging : I have anothes
Scruple or Objection, tis true, relating to Phle-
gon’s Teftimony ; and 1 think a pretty firong
one too 5 anfwer it, if you canj and till you
have done that, I would not have you be {o po-
fitive, as you are, that Phlegon will certainly
ftand bis ground. 'T'he Objeition is this; I ob=
{erve, Phlegon in his Teflimony does not take
any Notice, that it was fu// Moos when this
Eclipfe happen’d, and therefore it might be 2
natural Eclipfe, and yet many furprifing Cir-

cumitances



[ 33 ]

ftances attending it; but ’tis your Bufinefs, you
know, to make it out to be fipernatural, or elfe
Phlegon’s Teftimony will not ferve your prefent
Purpofe ; Aftronomers have acquainted the
World with many amazing Eclipfes; yet all in
a natural Way, "There was a prodigious Eclipfe
ufhering in the Death of Charles the Great, as
Eginbardys in his Life relates.  There was ano-
ther Eclipfe twenty-cightYears after that,as taken
notice of by AJffedius and others; fo great, that
the Stars were feen, as in the Night-time, And
you know, ’tis not many Years ago, that we
were Witnefles our felves of fuch an Eclip/z here
in England; fo very dreadful, that the Birds fell
down to the Ground ; but thefe Eclipfes all
happen’d by a regular Motion of the heavenly
Bodies; and fuch I am to fuppofe Phlegon’s
Eclipfe to be, till you prove it otherwife.

A, 1grant, Sir, if this Eclipfe can’t be prov'd
to be fupernatural, your Argument is juft ; but
furely, the frequent Appeals made in that re-
{pect, pretty ftrongly imply it, were there no
other Proot, It looks very odd, and reflects
highly on the Underftanding of the Apologifls,
(who, I hope, may be heard by-and=by in this
Matter of Fu?,) that they thou’d make fuch a
Stir and Buftle in the World about an Eclipfe of
the Sun in a natural Way, however dreadful. 1
think, they might as well have told their Em=
perors, when they were pleading before them,
that the PeloponnefranWar was jufi or ynjuft, be-
‘caufe the very Year it began, there was a tetri-

B ble
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ble Eclipfe (’tis well known,) infomuch that the
Stars were feen at Noon-day : But their Apolo-
geticks fufficiently fhew ’em to be Men of ex-
cellent Senfe and great Learning 5 and you can
no mote doubt of the Genuinefs of thofe Works,
than you can of the Awnals of Coruelius Tacirus,
ot the Commeitaries of Fulius Gefar, Tis cer-
tain then, the Eclipfe taken notice of by Phie-
gonn, and appeal’d to by thefe primitive Writers,
muft be defended in the Manner you infift it
fhould be, that 1s, in proving it to be fupernaty-
ral. But ftill, the Argument, in the main, does
not turn upon Phlegon’s omitting to {peak of the
Eclipfe being when 1t was full Moon. It has
been obferv’d already, that by the unanimous
Confent of all Aftronomers, there cow’d not have
been any natural Eclipfe, during the eighteenth
Year of Tiberinsy and if there had, your own
Reafon and frequent Obfervation tells you, that
in a natural Eclipfe, there cou’d not be Dark-
nefs for three Hours; as there really was in the
prefent Cafc. "The Evangelifis fay in exprefs
Lerms, that our Saviour began his Miniflry the
fiftecnth Year of Tiberius; it appears likewife,
that he continw'd in the fime for shreeYears; that
he kept four Paffovers with his Difciples, and
about that Time {uflcc’d Death for usy after
which there was Darkiefs over all the Earth
from the {ixth to the ninth Hour. As to Phle-
gon’s not mentioning the fu/l Moon therefore, it
ought to be confider’d, that he was writing as
an Auwnalifty and not as an Affronomer 5 or ra-

thCI')
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ther, in my Opinion, he copy’d purely and fim-
ply as he found this extraordinary Event enter’d
in the publick Records, and did not trouble him-
{elf with Aftronoiical Calculations, or at leaft
might not then have his Tubles at hand. But,
Sir, if what I have faid in this Matter does not
give you full Satisfattion, 1 muft tell you once
for all, that an Eclipfe, if at the Time of the
Paffover, (which was the Time unqueftionably
when our Saviour fuffer’d) muft be when the
Moon was at full 5 for fo the Almighty in the
Yewifp Law commanded it. Here’s at hand a

curious and judicious Enquirer into the Nature
of the Fewifb Laws, * who {peaks thus to the

Matter in hand. « The divers keeping of the
« Pyflover feemeth to have taken the Beginning
« from the divers keeping of the Month ; for
« when they reckon'd their Month from the -
« parition, which was doubtful and uncertain,
« hence it came to pafs, that the Beginning of
« ¢he Month was not always at the felf-fame
« Period ; for the laft Day of Adar might fall
« out fo, that it fhould be the Beginning of
« Nifan; and thereforc the Sanhedrin appoint-
« ed, that the Fu/l Moon thould be the thir-
“ teenth Day, which according to the Verity
“ was the fourteenth; this Diverfity arofe of
« this, becaufe of the divers Apparitions of the
 Moon, fo they kept the Preparation to the
« Pafcha diverfly.” In the fourteenth Day of

B 2 the

* Weem(e's Explanation of the Ceremenial Laws of Mofes , &c.
p. 90,
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the fiift Month is the Lord’s Paffover, fays the
Text, (Levit.xxiil. 5.) you can no more difpute
the Truth of the ewifb Laws, than you can of
thofe made iu the Greek and Roman Common-
wealths; and ’tis as plain, that Chrift comply’d, 1n
keeping thefe®Pa/foversat thefame Time as theFews
did. Then drew nigh the Feaft of unleavened Bread,
which is called the Paffover 5 and the Chief Priefts
and Scribes fought bow they night kill bim, ( Luke
xxil. 1.) Aud it came to pafs, when Yefus bad fi-
wifbd all thefe Sayings, be f(aid uwto his Difti-
ples 5 Xe kuow, that after two Days is the Feaft of
the Paffover, and the Son of Man is to be deliver’d

to be crucify’d, (Mat.xxvi. 1.) T hope, you don’t
require more to be faid for eftablithing this Point,

that our Saviour /#ffer’d when it was Full Moon 5
and this may amply fupply the Deficiency in
Phlegon’s Teftimony, which you objed to ; tho’
1 think what has been faid for him juft now, was
a fufficient Excufe in that Refpect: However the
Teftimony of Phlegon, as the Cafe now ftands, is
entire, and of full Force again,

B. You fay, that Chrift kept the Paffover at
the fame Time the Fews did, and therefore it
muft be Full Moon when he {uffer’'d : But does
it appear from the Texts you have quoted, or
any otherways, that the Fews and Chrift did eat
the Paflover upon the fzse Day ?

A. I grant, ’tis a Queftion, thatmay, and has
been put before now ; but, I think, it will do yoy
little Service at this Time, which way foever it

be refolv’d : However, I'll give you the Refolu-
104
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sionn of the fame learned Perfon™ 1 quoted juft
now, upon 1t, and if you think fit to reply, I
am ready to hear you. “ Chritt, fays he, obe
« {orv’d the true Day  in the End of the foure
“ toenth Day,and the Beginning of the fifteenth,
¢ he eat it betwixt two Evenings & But the Jews
“ transferred the Day ; and eatit in the End of
“ the fifteenth Day, and Beginning of the fix-
“ teenthy and therefore when Chrift eat the P/
“ fiver, it was the Day of the Preparation to
“ the Fewifh Pafiover, altho’ indeed it was the
“ trye Paflover” And is not this Refolution

agrecable to the Fewifh Law, and the Fas# it
felf in regard to the Time of our Savieur's Suf-

fering ? Does not the Fewifb Law fay, In the firft
Mouth, the fourteenth Day of that Month,between
the two Evenings is the Lord’s ‘Paffover, (Lev.
xxiii. §.) alluding to the Charge given by God
to the People of Ifrae/, when he was leading them
out of the Land of Egypt, that they thou'd have
their Lamb in Readinefs againft the fourteenth
Day of the firft Month, when they were to kill
it between the two Eveninzs, Fxod.xil 6,

B. I don't fee much Room left for making
any Reply ; and am now convinc’d it wou'd turn
to little Account, if I did; if you pleafe, we’ll
difmifls Phlegon ; we have had hima long While
before us, and I #hink you have made the moft
“of him ; much more, I muft own, than I at firft
imagin’d. T think, you faid fome Time ago, that
you had another Heathen Writer in petto, that
liv'id
‘ ¥ Weemfe, Ib, p, 89,
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livd even in the fin# Century, and was able to
give Evidence as to this Darkuefs at Chrift’s Cru-
cifixion. 1 am ready to hear him, when you
will; and pray what is his Name?

A. He is often {poken of by the Fathers un-
der the Name of Thallus; and they generally
join his Teffimony with that of ‘Phlegor’s, the one
-lo fupport the other. s {o done by Minutius
Felix in his Offavins y by Tertullian in his Apo-
logetique 3 by “Fuftin inhis Exbortation tothe Gen-
tiles; by Lacfantius, and fome others, Zhallus
was a Grecian, living, as I faid before, in the
firft Century, and writ, it {eems, the Syriac Hi-
flovies with great Fxaétnefs, tn Conjunctionwith
one Caftor, who, Vo/fius believes,and with a good
deal of Reafon, was the Son of that Caffor
whom Gicero has made famous by his Invectives
againft him. Now, this Thallus in his third Book
of the Syriac Hifories, takes Notice “ in a par-
“ ticular Manner of this miraculous Darknefs at
“ Noow-day, and of its {o hap’ning in the eigh-
“ teenth Year of Tiberins’s Reign,

B. I find, this Thallus comes handed down to
us by the Fathers, whilit they were pleading their
own Caufe; I have often told you, I don’t like
ity let the Teftimony come directly from fome
Heathen Writer, and 1 fhall be much better fa-
tisfy’d.

A. Pleafeto confider a little,Sir : "The Teffinony
of Thalius, or any other Heathen Writer, that
comes to us in this Manuer, comes with greater

Force, and carrics greater Authority with it
§ than

AN
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than by any other fort of Conveyance. For, in
the Cafe of an Appeal from Chriftians to Hea-
theis, if the Heathen Author that is quoted ; if
his Works 5 and if morcover any particular Pa/-
fuge in fuch Works, arc all allow’d of, and not the
leaft Objection made ;5 this certainly muft be re-
cognizing fuch Author, fuch his Works, and fuch
particular Paffage in his Works, in the frongeft
Manner poffible.  You do not queftion, nor in-
deed can you, whether fuch Apologies were really
made for the Chriftian Religion; and you may
as well queftion Gicero, (whom I juft now nam’d)
when he tells us, * there was fuch a Man as Pro=
tagoras, and that he vended fuch and fuch im=
pious Difcourfes, as difpute here about Thallus
and the Paffage alrcady mention’d to be in his
Works.

B. ’Tis true ; I have already in fome meafure
allow’d of fuch fort'of Proof from the Fathers,
as being reafonable; and therefore fhall prefs it
no farther : But have you any ancient Writer,
and of good Credit, who writes profefledly as
an Hiftorian or Chronologer, and not as an 4po-
logift, and who takes any Notice of this mira-
ctilous Darknefs at fuch Time ? If o, I defire to -
hear him.

A. I think, I am able to oblige you with fuch
an Author too, that will anfwer in every Re-
fpect what you defire : "Tis the celebrated Fau-
lius Africanus, who flourifh’d not above three or
fourfcore Years after Phlegon, and was once fent

by

* De Nat, Deorum. L. 1.
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by his Countrymen of Nicopolis, as Ambaffador to
the Emperor Autoninus Heliogabalus, to obtain
fome Priviledges 3 in which Embafly he was fuc-
cefsful : This noble African compil’d an excel-
lent Work, much valued by all the Learned,
written in a Chronological Way  and containing,
in five Books, a compendious but accurate Hif-
tory of all remarkable Occurrences in the World,
from the Creation to the Reign of Heliogabalus,
Fulins. Africanus was a Chriftian, and may be
reckon’d the firft and moft ancient Hiftorian that
the Chriftians had : Now, this Man in his Chre=
nology remarks in the fame Manner, as Phlegon
and T hallus had done, (the one in his Olympiads,
the other in his zhird Book of the Syriac Hiftory,)
that there was an Univerfal Darknefs, putting
the World under the greateft Conffernation at the
very Lime when our Saviour [uffered.

. B. Ifind by thisTeftimony of Fulius Africanus,
that the Darknefs was univerfal 5 and I obferve
in general from the Teffimonies you have alledged
tocorroborate (as you think) the Seriptaure Account
of this Darknefs, that you would have it thought
to be aniverfal, or over all the Earth 5 whereas
by the Scripture Account, the Darkue/s feems to
have extended 1tfelf no farther than the Land of
Palefline : Beza ™ accordingly renders 1t, firpes
univerfam regionem y and I can’t but be of the fame
Opinion with that learned Commentator, /2.
That the Miracle ftill appears greater, if at the

'Time of the Paffover, when it was Full Moon,
| and

* Mat. xxvil, 45. Mark xv. 33,
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and when at Midday, the Sun fhould f{uddenly
withdraw its Light from that little Corner of
the Earth only, where this great Scene of Chrift’s
Suffering was acted, and yet the wholoe World
befides thould enjoy its Light at the fame
Time.

A, *Tis true, Sir, there is Room for fuch 2
Conjecture 3 but you muft own, it can do your
Caufe no Service, were it to be fupported, as I
am fatisfy’d it cannot: Indeed our own Verfion
in Part, {eems to favour this Conjecture ; for we
render the Original, in St Matthew,* over all
the Land 3 in-St. Mark, over the whole Land : But
in St. Luke ’tis render’d, over all the Eartiayt
which beft anfwers the Import and general Ac-
ceptation of the Greek Word, 'The Septuagint
ufes the very {ame #ord, when the Earth, in ge=
neral muft be underftood, and not any one Part
of it : The Earth was without Form, and void : 4
As to Beza’s Verfion, ’tis to be obferved, that the
Jyriacy a3 ’tis render’d by Tremellius, (and which
beft agrees with the Original Greek,) runs through-
out the three Evangelifts, over all the Earth, ot
over the whole Earth :|| And had Bezs and
our Tranflators been living, when the Syriac
T'ranflation was made, I'm fatisfy’d there would
have been no fuch Caution us’d by ’em, in ren-
dering this Paffage. But you fay with Beza,
that the Miracle appears greater, in not fuppo-

G fing

* Mat. xxvn 45 €73 wioav Thy vy,

+ Luke xxiil, 44. ¢’ Sany 750
£ Gen. i, 2. o e

) Super univerfam Terram, ~ Super totam Terrami.
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fing the Darknefs to be wmiver/ul, but rathes
confining it to that Place or Country; where the
Scene of Wickednefs was more particularly acted
in crucifying the Lord of Glory. I will freely
{peak my own Senfe of this Matter, whatever
Weight it may have with you, Our Saviour’s
Crucifixion, it muft be allow’d, had a Relation
to the Sins of the whole World, and not of thofe
only who liv'd in the Land of Paleftine » This
miraculous Darknefs, therefore, was properly the
Sanéion, or the Method taken by infinite Wi~
dom, to manifeft his Wrath and vindictive Juf~
tice, in the Death of our Redeemer ¢ And if fo,
then fuch Sanction of divine Wrath may be reafo-
nably {fuppofed to be made known at that Time
toall Mankind, In Adam we 4l died; and when
the Time was come, that i# Chrift we fhould all
be made alive, 1 muft think, that this miraculous
Darkuefs, out of which Light was to arifc to the
Gentiles wasnotify’d by our heavenly Father to 2/
his Creatures, I mean to the fallen Race of Man-
kind in general,as well asto thePeople of the%ews.
Bi 1 do not make any Objection to this fort of
Reafoning of yours ; but are there any publick
Records to fupport the Truth of the Fa# 5 I mean,
the Darknefs being univer/al. 1 own, you have
proved this Darknefs to be suiraculons, whether we
fuppofe it to have been aniverfal; or particular :
"Tistherefore for my own privateInformation,that
I now ask you, whether this Matter canany Ways
be cleared up; or whether there be any Authen-
#ick Teffimonies extant at this Time of Day upon
the
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¢he Face of the whole Earth, to evince fuch Dark-
nef5 to have been univerfal ¢

A. You are pleas’d to allow of my Reafoning
upon this Point ; but your Queftion now, let me
tell you, 1s zz:weaﬁmczble However, if you'll ven=
ture to believe that preat and learncd Prelate
Monfieur Huet* Bithop of Avranche in France,
lately deceafed 5 and if in Conjunétion with him,
you will give Credit to the Hiftory of China,
written by Hadr, Greflon 5 and to three other
Writers, Couplet, Iutorceta, and Rougemont, who
fay the fame Thing in their Account of Confy=
ciusy 1 {ay, according to thefe Authors, there
are at this Day furprizing Monaments extant, for
the Honour of the Chriftian Religion, in the
Empire of China, to {fupport this Faé of an uni-
verf@l Darknefs at our Saviour’s Crucifixion :
‘The Chinefe, all the World well knows, have
been long diftinguifh’d for their Skill in Afirono-
iy, as well as for their Exactnefs in recording and
hixing their Epocha, or proper Period in all great
Hvents: Now, according to this Authority here
given you, the Chinefe have been particulatly
careful by remarking in their Calendars, or Au-
nals, “ ‘That under the Reign of their fage Prince
“ Quam-vu-T1, there was a zotal Eclipfe of the
“ Sun in the Month of 4pril; with which the
“ King was exceedingly furpriz’d ; for (fay thofe
“ Aunals) it happen’d contrary to the regular
“ Courfc of Nature, [ 7. e, when it was Full Moo,

® putting their Aftronomers into the utmoft Con-
G 2 - “ fufion;

* In his Demonfiratio Evangelica.
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“ fufion 5 and their Epocha, or Year aflign'd,
“ when this extraordinary Eclipfe happen’d, an-
“ fwers (our Authors fay ) precifely to the
“ fourthY ear of the two bundred and fecornd Olyrm-
“ piad, which was the eighteenth Year of the
“ Reign of Tiberius Cefar”” Now admit or re-
jeét this Relation, as you pleafe; I will not
knowingly infift upon any Authority, where 1t
can with any Colour be difputed 5 though I can-
not {ec any Exception to be made to this Rela-
tion, unlefs it be that the Relators were Roman
Catholicks 5 which, in my Opinion, ought to be
of no Force or Weight at all in this Cafe: For
. though they (confefledly) may have fuch Ends
in View, as, by introducing the Chriftian Re-
ligion amongft the Chinefe, to introduce and in-,
culcate fuch Doé#rines withal, which we think are
not to be found in, or juftify’d by that Gofpel
which they publifh; yet their Appealing to the
Chinefe Annals, in refpect of this wonderful Dark-
wefs, and fhewing the exact Conformity of fuch
Awnals, in Point of Time, with what is faid in
the Golpel, may {till be admitted as a good Proof
of our Saviour’s Divinity, and of the Truth of
his DoCtrinein general: And that, you muft grant,
18 fufhcient for my prefent Purpofe.

B. 1 do grantit; nor am I for ufing fuch Me-
chods to mvalldatc your  Hvidence for this
aarticular Padt ; for, upon fuch Fuds, the Ro-
“tanifts cannot ground any of thofe Errors, which

ve condemn as fuch, though they may find other
leans to introduce ’em amongft the Chinefe.
grant,
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grant, the particular Fa& 1n queftion now is on-
ly, Whether there was fuch a Perfon as Fefus
Chrift, whole Divinity was recogniz’d by this mi-
raculons Darknefs at his Death ; and whether
fuch an extraordinary Eclipfe of the Sun was not
taken notice of at the f@me Tiie by the Chinefe,
inhabiting the extreme Parts of the Earth, and
was {o recorded by them ? In fuch a Cafe, I a-
gree, the Credibility of the Authors you cite
ought to be confiderd in another Manner, than
in barely {aying they are Roman Catholicks : And
fince the Subject is of that Importance, and, as
you fay, {fo much for the Honour of the Chrif-
tian Religion, if this Fa can be fully made out
from the Chinefe Annals; I think, inftead of re-
jeCting or condemning the Evidence given by
{fuch Authors, their E.vidence may fill ftand good,
'till (as there ought to be) a ftricter Enquiry fhal]
be made 1nto it and in this Manner, if you
pleafe, we’ll drop it at prefent.

A, Agreed; I think’tis now highTime to claim
the Promife you made me fome Time ago, that
Tertullian fhould be heard in a proper Place,
touching this miractlons Darknefs at our Savie
our’s Paflion. He appeals then to the fame Ro-
man Records, or Archives, that Phlegon and
others had recourfe to, in that famous 4pology,
which he made with fo much Argument and E-
loquence in behalf of the Chriftians, during the
Reign of Severns. He fpeaks of this Eclipfe, as
one of the greateft, the moft authentick, and
mof} extraordinary Events, that had ever hap-

pen’d
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pen’d in the Uniyerfe : He fets it forth boldty
and openly, as a Prodigy that was well known
over all the Farth : He reprefents iz as a Fad
publick, prov'd, and avow'd; and to which
their own Aunals had all along bore Witnefs.
Now, can it be imagin’d, that Tertallian conld
ever have be¢n induc’d to fpeak of this miracu~
jous Eclipfe infucha Manner; with fuch a con-

fident Air 5 and to ground all he faid upon the
very Records they were in Pofleflion of, before |
whom he was pleading, 1f he had not been very
{fure of his Point? when nothing more was to
have been done to give him the Lye, and entire- |
ly ruin all Chriftians and their Caufe at once, 1
than to have produced thofe very Awnals, or
Records he was appealing to? About fifty Years
after Tertullian, Origen entered the Lifts with
Celfus the Epicurcan, in publifhing (towards the
latter End of his Days) that admirable Work,
which we ftill have preferved, and is generally :
eftcemed, as the moft compleat Performance
amongft all his Works extant. He there proves
irrefragably the Divinity of our Saviour from this
wonderful Darkuefs, as alfo from the Earthquake
that was felt at his Death under the Recign of!
Tiberins. Hemakes Phlegon alfo his Voucher for |
thefe Things 5 for he well knew, he was fuch|
an Author they could make no Objeétion to;
he being of the fame Religion with themfelves;
and befides, Phlegon’s Chronicle qu at that
Time read by all the World. I hope, Sir, by
“this Time I have left you no Room for queftion-

ing

|

i
:
|
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ing thc.Trukth’ of that Fdﬁ, which has been the
Subjeét of our prefent Conference; I mean the
miractlons Eclipfe and Barthquake that happen'd
at our Saviour’s Crucifixion: You feec how well,
how fully the Teftimonies of Heathen Writers
bear Witnefs to #hofe of the primitive Fathers;
and how both of them confirm the Account gi-
ven of this Darknefs in the Holy Scriptures,
The Evideunce therefore given by Heathen Writers
has fufficiently prov’d the grand Point of all,
viz, the Divinity of our blefled Saviour; and
that there was jut Reafon for the Exclamation
made by the Areopagite, upon this miraculous
Eclipfe, which he himfelf was witnefs to, viz.
Either the Divine Nature fuffers, or elfe now [y
pathizes with bim that dves fo.

B. If you pleafe to remember, before we left
the Park, and came into your Study here, I
frankly own’d to you, that I was fincerely dif-
pos'd to hear all you cou’d offer in Defence of
the Chriftian Revelation 5 and I muft now farther
own to you, that the Evidence which you have
produc’d from Heathen Writers, as to this par-
ticular Fa@ of the Eclipfe and Earthguake, in
Defence of it, has given me no {mall Satisfaétion ;
and as often as I read the Hiftory of our Saviour’s
Paffion for the future, the concurrent Teffimonics
you have brought, will have their true Weight;
and mutt create an inward Pleafure withal, But
before I take my Leave of you,I wou'd willing-
ly know the Realon, why you juft now touch’d
fo lightly upon the Teflimony of the Aregpagite,

which
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which i3 a Tefimony {o well known, and which I
expetted you wou'd have produc'd, when you
firft fet out upon this Sort of Proof.

A. 1 defire it may not be forgot, what I told
you 4t the Beginning of this Conference, that I
wou'd deal with you in this Affair (as being an
Affair of the laft Confequence) with the utmoft
Sincerity 5 though (as I beg Leave to remind
you once more) your Fratersity in this Refpect
are notorioufly deficient themfelves, and there-
fore ought to be fufpected. Now, the Reafon
of my not infifting on this Teffinony of Dionyfius
the Areopagite, is, becaufe fome Criticks do not
appear fully fatisfied, as tothe Authority on which
the Writers of the Life of Dionyfius ground
this Exclamation of his; Dr. Cave makes a2 Scrus
ple, when he fays, If Credit may be given to the
Writers of bis Life;® and yet that great Man
affigns no Reafon for fuch Seruple neither, There
arc many lcarned Men, who do not in the leaft
quefuon the Truth of this Fs&; I mean of Di=
onyfius’s being at Heliopolis in Egypt when our
Saviout fuffer d, and when the furprizing Dark-
nefs extorted fuch Exclamation 5 and they affign
{feveral Reafons to fupport the Fad ; as being
deliver’d down 1n a traditionary Way, forabove
eleven Centuries; and as having the Judgment
alfo of fome eminent Writers, fuch as Cyrill,
Epbrem, Maximus, Sopbronfzzs, and Fuvenal Pa-
triarch of er ﬁz/em, in favour of this Fad :

However,

L1* Si vite ejus Scriptoribus fides fit adhibenda, Cave, Hitt,
ter.
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However, 1t being a Fu that has not been unis
verfally admitted, I chufe rather to leave 77 with
you, under the Difadvantage of fuch a Scmple

than to join or place i with other Fads that are
inconteftable.  Asto thofe remarkable Teffimories
that have tsken up the greateft Part of our
Time, and were produc’d from the Records of
the Roman Empire; the Syriac Hifforses of Thal-
lus 3 and the Olympiads, or Phlegon’s Chronicle;
I make it my Requeft now, at parting, that you
will in particular reflect on them at yonr Lei-
fure 5 and I am glad to hear you fay, that the
Evidence 1 have already produc’d in this Mas-
ner, has given you no {mall Satisfattion, "I can
affure you, I amas much pleas’d to fec, that you
dare be hboweff in your Enquiries after eternaj
Happinefs, which is an Attempt your Frater-
nity are loth to make, though the ftrongeft Prin-
ciple (which is Self-Intereft) thou’d lead ’em to
the doing of it. When you next pleafe to fa-
vour me with your Company 1n this Place, you
fhall have farther Proof given you from other
Fafsy and in the fame Manner as we have now
proceeded; I mean, in flicking clofe to fuch
Evidence as Heathen or Fewifb Writers may af-
ford us for the Truth of the Chriffian Religion;
give me Leave only to remind you of the Rule
that your Fraternity has laid down in their New
Book, (though they by no Means obferve 7 them-
felves,) viz. that in thefe Inquiries, You flill con-
tinwe to ufe thofe Faculties which God bas given

you to judge with, after the beft Manner you can,
H Let
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Let this Siacerity appear in our next Conference,
and I make no Quettion but you will be #ill far-
ther convinc’'d,that the Go/pe/ Revelation is from
Gody and confequently with Mr, Lock, (as I
quoted him before) you will likewife rejoice i
the Light of Revelation, which fets us at Reft in
wmany Thingsy the Mauner whereof our poor
Reafon ({ays he) can by no Means make out to us,
B. Adieu! my good Friend. My Soul is full
of 'Thought upon this important Subjeét; which

I believe will foom occafion you the Trouble of 2
fecond Vifit.

C O N-
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CONFERENCE ]I

A. OOD Morrow, Sir. 'This early Vifit
makes me hope for more of your Com-
pany than I had the laft Time.

B. =ity I am come to give you more
Trouble. This Room givesme a frefh Pleafure ;
and I can venture to tell you, that I begin to

have a better Opinion of thofe old Fathers there,
than I had when I was here before.

A. I prefume the Reafon of that is, becaufe
you found their Teffimonies (alledg’d in our laft
Conference) fufficiently fupported by the Evi-
dence that 1 produc’d from Heathen Writers ;
or rather that they fupported one another.

B. *Tis true; and I want to hear more of
fuch Evidence touching {fome other Poiuts, where-
in the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, I thou’d
think, is very nearly concern’d. I fhou'd be
glad, if Heathen or Fewifh Writers can enable
you to clear up fome fuch Points to my Satis~
faétion.

" A. You know, I am under the firongeft Obli~
gations already, to give you all the Satisfaction
poflible in that Way. Pleafe then to let me
know what the Point is, that you wou'd have
firft difcufs’d; and then, upon examining the
ColleGion of Teffimonies here lying before us,

H 2 it
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it will foon appear what Evidence you may ex-
pect from Heathen or Fewifh Writers.

B. The Point is this: After I had read
over carefully the Hiftory of our Saviour’s Pa/-
Sfony (which I affurc you, I did before I clos’'d
my Eyes that Evening, when I parted with you
in this Place,) and had {pent fomeTime in refleét-
ing upon the miraculons Eclipfe attendingit, and
the undoubted Evidence you had brought from
Heathen Writers to confirm that Part of the
Hiftory 3 I found, by looking back, that Chrift
had prophefied 1n a very remarkable Manner, but
two ot three Days before he fuffer’d, concerning
the Defiruction of “ferufalem, the Temple, and
the whole Natzion in gencral. Now, this is a
Part of Scripture that becomes you to clear up,
and to fet in the fulleft Light poffible, if you are
able to do it. For I muft own, I take it to be
a Prophecy, that may be ti’d a Fundamental
one ; a Prophecy that feems to be the beft circum-
fantiated of any other: The Fads are pointed
out in a moft diftinguithing Manner, not only
by the three Evangelifts, but by feveral Pro-
phets long before; I defire therefore, this Pro-
phecy may be the prefent Subject; and let me
hear what Heathen or Fewifb Evidence you have
relating to 1ts Accomplithment ; or {uch as may
prove and explain this remarkable Piece of fa-

cred Hiflory,
4. Sir, T have Roman and ?e*wjb Evidence s,

both of them ready at hand, to give you full
Satisfation in what you defire : But before I
{um-
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{fummon thofe Writers, I can’t but obferve, that
when our Saviour’s PrediFions in this Affair of
Yerufalem and the Fewifh Nation, are well
weigh'd, with the feveral Circumftances taken
notice of by him, they look rather like an Hiffo-
rical Abridgment of what is paft, than a Pro-
phecy of what was to happen near forzy Years
after; and the whole (take it altogether) muft
be an undoubted Argument of the Truth of the
Chriftian Religion, and-its Doétrines.

B. Upon fecond Thoughts, before you pro-
duce your Evidence or Authority, for confirming
this Prophecy, pleafe to give a fummary Ac-
count of #, asit ftands recorded by the three
Evangelifts ; fince you fay it looks fo like a
Hiftory, rather than a Prophecy.

A. It appears from them, * that our Saviour
at the latter End of his Miniftry was frequently
inculcating this grand Affair on the Minds of
the Fews ; letting ’em know that their De/o/s-
tion and final Querthrow was near at hand
that fo when it fhould come to pafs, they might
remember it was the juft Punithment of Heaven
for their Infidelity. He declares to them, in the
plaineft Terms, a dreadful #ar ; points out the
laft Siege, wherein their City “ferafalem thou’d
be entirely fubverted ; the horrible Famine they
were to fuffer; the falfe Prophets that thould
deceive ; their Difperfion over the Face of the

whole

* Matt, xxiv. Mark xiit, Luke xxi,
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whole Farth; the Abomination of Defolation it
the Holy Place, that is, the Profanation of the
Temple, as well by placing there the Images of
the Roman Emperors, as by the numberlefs
Murders that thouw’d be there committed ; the
frighttul Gircumvallation or cafting up of the
Trenches round about ’em, that none might
efcape the divine Vengeance: He explains to
them how, by a long Courfe of Wickednefs, the
Wrath of Heaven was drawn down; gives ’em
certain digns, whereby they might know the ex~
alt Time, when God would infli&t thefe fevere
Punithments upon them; and it was but zbree
Days before his Paffion, as you obferv’d, when
our Saviour (for the laft Time) going out of the
Temple, took an Occafion of prophefying in fo
 remarkable a Manner concerning the Deftru@ion
of it. ™  Oune of his Difiples faith unto him,
Mafter, fee what manner of Stones, and ‘wbdt
Buildings are beres and Fefus anfwering, [aid un=
to bim, Oeeft thou thefe great Buildings 2 there
fball not be left one Stone upon another, that (ball
7ot be thrown down.

B. If 1 might be excus'd for interrupting you
a few Minutes, I thould be glad to know, what
might induce this Difciple, or any other, to
admire {o much zhis Structure, when I think ’tis
agreed on all Hands, that the fir Temple was
vaftly fuperior to the fecond in every refpeét ?

A, Your

* Mark xiii,
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A. Your Obfervation is juft in the main: Bug
in onc Refpect the fecond Temple was unquetti.
onably more glorious than the firft, being that
wherein the Redeemer of Mankind appear’d ;
agreeable with what Haggsi * had long before
prophefy’d s The Defire of all Nations fball come
and I will fill this Houfe with Glory, faith the
Lord of Hofts 5 the Glory of this later Houfe foall be
greater than of the tormer, (aith theLord of Hofls ,
and in this Place will I give Peace, faith the
Lord of Hofts, With this Reftriction, I fay, your
Obfervation’s juft: For otherwife the /cond Tem-
ple, which Zerubbabel rebuilt, did by no Means
equal the Splendor and Grandure of the firff -
Solomon, in ‘ome Article only, had allotted a
hundred thoufand Talents of Gold, and ten
hundred thoufand Talents of Silver, which his
Father David had left him for that Purpofe,
with other immenfe Difpofitions of the like Na-
ture : And yet this fecond Temple, tho’ in thefe
Refpeéts inferior to the firff, was look’d on by
the Gentiles, as one of the Wonders of the
World. And indeed there was Reafon why
they and others fhou’d efteem it as fuch j when
tis confider'd what vaft Additions were made
to this fecond Temple by King Herod, firnam’d
the Great; the Number of Portice’s, Piazza’s,
and other Buildings, befides the magnificent
Decorations with which he had inrich’d it with-
iny and thefe Imbellifbments might probably be
the Occafion of an Error, that {fome have run

| 1nto

* Chap. i 7, o.
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into in this Matter, as thinking that Herod had
been the Founder of a third Temple; tho’ the
Prophet Haggai aflures us of the contrary ; and
the fame has been fubftantially prov’d and con-
firm’d by others, ¥ There was Room enough
then, you fee, for the Difciples, orany other cu-
rious Obferver, to wonder at the Strucure of
this fecond L'emple, when taken altogether. By
the Defcriptions that arc given us, the Stones
wete very remarkable for their Whitenefs, as well
as Firmnefs, but chiefly fo, for their prodigious
Size; of which we can hardly form an Idea:
For according to Fofepbus,t every one of thofe
Stones was five and twenty Cubits long, twelve
Cubits broad, and eight Cubits high; and aly
thefe vaft Stowes were fo link’d together, and
conjoin’d with Lead and Iron, that this Tem-
ple feem’d likely enough to laft as long as the

World it felf,
B. This Digteflion has much oblig’d me.

Pleafe to proceed in finifhing the Seripture Ac-
count of this Prophecy ; and then I am ready to
hear your other Account of it from Heathen and
Fewifb Writers.

A, 1 have little more to obferve, than that
our Saviour inform’d his DifZiples as well as the
Fews, that the Tze of this Deftrution of the
Temple, whenthere fbond not be left one Stone up-
on anotber, and when all thefe Evils thou’d befal
their Nation, was very near at hand ; {o near,

C that

% Vide Saliani Annalesad A, M. 4035.
+ Antiq. Jud.
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that the prefent Race, the Families then in Be-
ing, thow'd fec and feel it all. This Generation
fball wot pafs away, till all thefe Things be ful=
f led. So remarkable a Prediction made a very
ftrong Impreflion on the Minds of the firft
Chrittians. Thirty-two Years after our Saviour
had prophefy’d in this Manncr, when Ceffius,
Governor of Syria came with a great Force be-
fore Ferufulem, (which was about fix Years be-
fore the laft and famous Siege under Tstus) the
Chriftians foon call'd to Mind what our Savi-
our had faid, as alfo the exprefs Command
he had given them, that they fhow'd quit the
Plain of Fudea, and retire to the Hill-Country :
Then let them which \be in “Fudea flee unto the
Mountains. Accordingly they retir'd to Pella
in good Time, which is a City in the moun-
tainous Country, upon the Confines of Fudes
and Arabia; and though there were many "Thou-
{ands of Chriftians, ’tis well known, in Fery-
falem and the adjaccnt Parts before the Jiege be-
gan, yet therc was not ose to be found, when
the City came to be taken, |

B. I muft now remind you of what you faid
fome Time ago, that you had both Roman.and
Fewifb Evidence ready, to make good the /-
teral  Accomplifhment of this Prophecy s It
feems to be a proper Time now to produce it,
which fhall be carctully attended to.

I A It

% Mat, xxiv. 16.
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A, 1t has pleas’d infinite Wifdom, that this
grand Ewvent thou’d be tranfmitted to Pofterity
by the united Teftimonies of Few and Gentile;
and particularly fo, by two of the moft eminent
Hiftorians that the Fews and Romans cou'd
boait of 5 I mean %ofephus and Tacitus : "The
former had a confiderable Command in the faza/
War himfelf ; the latter was a Pretor, as well as
Confu), and might have been an Eye Witnefs of
all the Fads in queftion, that arc related in his
Hiftory. I would farther obferve, that the fame
overuling Providence fo order'd it, that about
two Centuries afterwards, theEmperor Tacitus was
very follicitous in preferving this important Hifto-
ry ;3 feveral Gopies being placed by his Appoint=
ment, in the moft eminent Libraries ; and this
done yearly at the publick Fxpence.

B. 1 think Yacitus the Hiftorian, was a pro-
fefled Enemy to the Chriftian Religion, and Co-
temporary with Pliny, that gives Trajan an Ac-
count of the Chriftians Conduct, in one of his
BEpiftlcs.

A, You are right, Sir 5 and, let me add, that
there was an entire Friendthip * between Taczms
and Pliny 5 and yet in regard to the Chriftians,
their Thoughts and Difpofitions were widely diffe-
rent. Lhe latter appears, by his own Letters, to
be of a fweet, affable Temper, humane and equi-
table; and when he gives a Charaéter of the
Chriftians, *tis plain, he does it in the moft fa-
vourable and genteel Manner ; whereas the for-

mer,

* Plin, Lib. vii. Ep. 20,
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mer, we may obferve from his Wotks, was na=
turally of a malign and {fpiteful Temper, more
inclin’d to give a wrong, than a kind Turs in
his Way of Thinking; and as to Chriffians and
our Religion, he formed the moft hideous Ideas
poflible, and has painted them both in the moft
frightful Colours. You fee this in his Annals, *
where he is remarking, with a great deal of fati-
rical Wit, upon the Luxury, Debauchery, and
Cruelty of Nero; that Emperor regaled himfelf
for fix Days together at the Sight of his own
City, which he had fet on Fire 5 and finding it
neceflary to put a Stop, and to appeafe the
People, who were juftly incenfed at him, as the
Author of that general Calamity, bethought him-
felf of this Fxpedient, in charging the Chriffians
with all that had been done ; upon which the
Hiftorian gives the following Charafter of the
Chriftians and their Religion, though; as vile
and falle as the Emperor’s Charge itfelf was;
he fpeaks of them, as a People odious to Man-
kind, and calls their Religion a dangerous Super-
Sfiition. I think much the fame Way of talking
1s 1n your #¢w Book, call’d, Chrifiianity as old as
the Greation, &c.

B. Let that Refletion pafs at prefent, if you
pleafe : I defire to know, if you can give any.
Account how Tacitus, and other Heathens came
toentertain fuch odd Notions of the Chriffian R e-

ligion, and whence fuch an Inveterency againft
its Profeflors ?

I2 A, The

* Lib. xv.
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A, The Account, as I takeit, is this: There
was a popular Error that had been long current,
againft which Tacitus was by no means Proof ;
and I make no queftion, it was what did very
much prejudice him againft the Chriftians, and
put him into an ill Humour as to their Religion.
The Error was this, in confounding the Chriftians
with the %ews {o much, as to make no Difference
between one and the other: The Gentiles pro-
ceeded upon this Principle; that the Origine of
both People was one and the fame 5 that they
had the {ame facred Books ; and that they wor-
thipp’d the fame God : Now, ’tis well known
~what Antipathy, what Contempt Tacitus had
for the whole “fewifb Nation, for their Ceremo-
nies, their Behaviour, and their Religion in ge-
neral : ' We need only turn to the fifth Book of
his Hiftory, where we {ee the many althoods and
Calumnies rais’d againft that unhappy People,
the fews. He{peaks of them, as a curfed, de-
teftable fort of People, both in Refpect of their
abomiinable Crimes, and their infamous Superiti-
tions., And ’tis on Account of thefe Calumnies,
that Tertullian in his Apologetick, calls Tacitus
a great Lyer. For Tacitus, firft of all, advances
t as a Lruth, in the moft ferious Manner, that
- the Fews came from the Ifland of Crete, and that
their Naie was deriv’d from Mount Idz ; that in
Procefs of Time, thefe Fews being driven out of
Egypt, where they had taken Refuge, had like
to have all perifh’d by Drought in'the: Defarts of
Arabia (wherc they wander’d for a long Time

: under
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ander the Conduét of their Chicf Mofes, ) had not
a Company of wild Affes that were kicking and
frisking about upon the Rock, thew'd them the
Way toa Fountain, for quenching their Thirft ;
and this ftupid People, {ays he, by Way of Ac-
knowledgment for the Favour, in being reliev'd

in fuch Extremity, did ever after worfhip the
Head of a wild 45, as their God and great De-

liverer.

B, This is a very odd Story, I muft confefs ;
and I thould be glad to know where Tacitus had
1t,

- .4 This and other filly Stories of the like Na-
tute, that you meet with in Tacitus, ’tis eafy to {ce,
were all fetch’d from the Works of that celebrated
Grammarian of Alexandria, one Apion, an avow’'d

FEnemy of the Fews -~ This 4pion the Emperor

Tiberius,by way of Derifion, ufed to call Gymbalum
Mundi, angifyBellow,or a great Braggadochio - His
Boaftings were {o intolerable, .that nothing lefs

‘than Immortality was to be the Portion of fuch,
to whom he dedicated any of his Books, Pliny
jun. {peaks every whit as contemptibly of Apion,
in his Preface to his Uncle’s Natural Hiffory,
where you may find an Account of this Matter.
"Tis very certain, that this 4pion was the Man,
that firft invented this ridiculous Fable of the
Fews worthipping the Head of an 4/5 5 and in
thofe bloody Inveiives which he publifh’d againit
that People, he gives it out with the fame Af-
furance, that this Hesd, which was of mafly
Gold, was found under the Foundation of the

Sance
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Sandnary, when the fam’d _Antiochus,during the
Time of the Macchabees, pillag’d the City and
Temple of erufalern. Now thefe idle Tales
firft fram’d by Apion, and then adopted -by T4~
citus, gain’d fuch Footing in the World, that
they generally pafs’d for eftablifh’d Truths, and
(what was gencrally the Cafe with the Chriftians)
they foon {fuffcr’d under the like Imputation with
the Fews. The Chriftians were charg’d with
worthipping the Head of an 4/51n their private
Aflemblies; and this abfurd Report obtain’d
fuch a general Belief, that, in the Emperor Se-
verus’s Reigny they infulted the Chriftians on
that Account, by publickly expofing a Picturc,
wherein was to be feen a ridiculous Figure of
this pretended Deity ; a {ort of a petty Monfter,
with the long Ears of an 4/5 ; a Horn or Hoof
anftead of a Right Hand, in which was placed a
great Book open ; the Figure it felf muffled up
with a2 Dodfor’s long Robe; and at the Bottom
of the Picture was this Legend, Chriftianorum
Deus Ononychites, 'The Particulars you may read
at your Leifure, if you pleafe, in Minutius Fe-
lix and Tertullian, their Apologeticks,

B. You have faid enough of Tacitus, to con-
vince me, how much he was prejudiced againft
Chriftianity ; and therefore, I think, I may in
Juftice own to you, that his Ewidence ought to
have the greater Weight, whenever you pleafe
to produce it; and I hope you'll excufe the
Trouble I have given you in making thefe Di-

greffions,
A, Since
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A Since what 1 have faid of Tacitus adds
Weight, in your Opinion, to the Evidence X
am going to produce, it fhou’d not, methinks,
be call’d a Digrefion; and therefore 1 had ra-
ther you woud think, I have not been ouz of he
Way at all, whilft 1 have been talking of 74-
citus. 'To proceed then 5 notwithftanding the
Spite and groundlefs Malice you have obferv'd
in this Hifforian againt the Chriffian Religion,
he has produced irrefragable Arguments in its
Defence. This, as I obferv’d of old Phlegon,
was not done wiztingly or willingly, but by the
Appointment of him who governs all Things;
and yet, whenever we read the fifth Book of his
Hiftory, one wou'd think he writ it on purpofe

to bear his Teftimony to owe of the brightett
Truths contain’d in the Gofpel.

B. I make no Objeétions, as to an over-ruling
Providence in this Affair: But I think, if you
are minded, that the Evidence you are going up-
on, thow’d have its full Force, and effectually
{erve the Intereft of the Caufe you are defend-
ing, ’tis neceffary your Hiftorian appear to have
done thefe zwo Things; the one is, that there
be an exaét and particular Accouant given of fuch
Fa&@s in his Hiftory, as are particularly men-
tion’d in Chriff’s Prophecy : The other is, that
though your Hiftorian be allow’d to have no
Religion himfelf, there ought to be the Marks,
however, of Fidelity in what hc rclates ; and
morcover, his Relation ought to raife in the
Minds of his Readers a thorough Senfe and

Conviction
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Conviction that there was fomething divine and
extraordinary in thofe Fads relating to the Pu-
nifhment of the Fewifh Nation.

A, What you require is but reafonable ; and
T will now let you fee that Tacitas’s Account
~of this Matter fully anfwers in both Refpects;,
and no Fafs cou’d have been recorded in a Man-
ner mote advantageous to the Chriftian Caule,
than they are done by this Heathen Writer, and
alfo.by “fofephus the Jew. They were both pro-
fefs’d Enemies of our Religion; and I fhall pro-
duce the Teftimonies of both ; each fupporting
one another. The feveral Inftances of di-
vine Vengeance foretold to the Jews in the Gof-
pel, and in the Prophets, may be reduc'd to
five or fix general Heads, which will eafily com-
prehend all the reft. 1. The Siege of Ferufa-
Jem. 2. The Divilions and Civil Wars amongft
the Fews themfelves. 3. The Delufions of falfe
Prophets amongft them. 4. A terrible Famine,
§. The taking and entire Subverfion of that
wretched City, as well as the Temple. 6. The
Difpetfion of, and Hardnefs of Heart in that
unhappy People. Now thefe two Chiefs in Hi-
ftory, (the Roman and the Few) have inform’d
us, that, about thirty-eight Years after our Sa-
viour’s Paflion, whilft great Numbers were yet
alive in  “erufalers, who had either a Share in
his Death, or were Witnefles thercof, and re-
colleéted what he had prophefied to  them; this
unfortunate City was for the /zff Time befieg’d

in Form by Titus; the Command of which his
Pather
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Father Vefpafian had given him, being oblig’d
himfelf to return into Iraly to take Pofleffion
of the Empire. This young Prince, with vaft
Labour and Expence, encompais’d the City with
a mighty Wall, fortify’d with Towers and Re-
doubts, as ftrong as the City it felf had, But
the War without the City was nothing in Com-
parifon to that withm it; where there were
three Factions, all in Arms, falling foul on one

another ; cantoning themielves in zhree different
Parts of the City; and filling the Whole with
Blood and Carnage. Such was the Infatuation,
that they were running continually about the
Strects like Madmen 3 and thofe who were but
{ufpeéted to defire Peace, and to have an End
put to their general Calamity, were inhumanly
put to Death for the fame.- A {ore Famine,
amidft this Blood, Rapine, and Violence, {oon
rag’d amongft them: They cou’d have no Suc-
cour from withont, and yet there were two or
three Millions of Souls to be maintain’d within,
and fhll to increafe their Milery, thofe zhree
Faétions confpiring to ruin one another, burnt
thofe little Provifions that were left in their Ma-
gazines. And hence you may eafily judge what
the Miferies were that muft befal ‘em during the
whole Time of the Siege.

B: 1 defire to know, if either of your Hifto-
rians have obferv’d the Time when that ter-

rible Famine began, and how long the oiege
lafted. -

K A They
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A. They inform us; that the Siege lafted neat
 five Months ; that it began in the Month of
April, and that the Famine happen’d in the
Month following. A Meafure of Wheat or
Barley was fold for a Talent, or about one but-
dred and fifty Pounds of our Money; and fome
{old their Houfes and Eftates to purchafe that
Way. The Famine increafing carried off whole
Families at once; and nothing more commom,
than to fce Mcn like Shadows in the Otrectsy
trailing about full of Paln, and on a2 fudden tum-
blmg down and givitig up the Ghoft in 2 faint-
ing Fit. The poorer Sort wete prefently interr'd
at the publick Expence, to prevent (if poffible)
the Infection fpreading : But this Precaution was
not long of any Service ; when they began to
throw their Dead over the Walls of the City:
And one of their Deferters affur’d Titns, that
from the fourteenth of April to the firfk of Fuly
following, owe bundred fifteen thoufund eight
bundred and eighty Corpfes had been carry’d
out at that one Gate alone, where he had been 2
Centinel, without reckoning fuch as their Pa-

rents had buried at their own Charge; the
Stench of the Fewifb Carcafles became a very
grcat Nuifance to the Rowanr Camp; and as
other Deferters inform’d em, the Befieged grow-

mng weary in thus carrying out their Dead, they
laid “em at laft in Heaps in their greateft Houfes,
and when full, they thut ’em clofe up. Tears

were now no more to be feen, nor Groans any
longer heard in }’er:ﬁim, an implacable Ve

ceffity



| 67 ]

ce/fity had dried up the very Fountain of Grief
chill’d the Blood 5 and deftroy’deall natural AL
feGion; the Loue of smany, fays our Saviour,
fball wax cold; 2 fullen Silence prevail'd every
where ; no onc complain’d for his Dead, nor
yet lamented his own Condition; and feveral
crept into their Father’s Zoribs, where they wait-
ed for Death, that they might not want a Grave.
our Hiftorian farther informs us, that whilft Af-
fairs were in this melancholy Pofture, and Things
reduc’d to the laft Extremity, there were not
wanting factious difcontented Perfons, who broke.
open Peoples Houfes, rifling the Poor of a few
Weeds and wild Plants which they had gather’d
without the Walls of the City, and ran the
Rifque of their Lives in doing it, They maf=
{facred Women, as well as old Men, that offer’d
to difpute parting with the little Bread that was
left ’em; and the very Children, whofe Fingers
were too tenacious of 2 Morfel, had their Brains
dafh’d out for it. And yet, notwithftanding
fuch Barbarity, the Hiftorian obferves, that
thefe Ruffians in a certain Houfe once retir'd
with the utmoft Horror and Confufion, haying
furpriz’d a certain Gentlewoman, diftinguifh’d
by her Birth and Fortune (Mary the Daughter
of Eleazar) eating her own Son, that fhe had
~ fuckled ; Famine and Defpair urging her to that
lnhuman Aétion. Woe to them that give ﬁu:k in
tbofe Days, fays our Saviour,

Kz ) B. 1
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- B. I'would not willingly interrupt you in an
Account you are giving, which is fo very fur-
prifing in all its Parts ; and furely your Authors
muft have been very fenfible themfelves that the
Hand of God was in thefe Proceedings. But
I think you faid fome Time ago, that the Fa-
mine began the very next Month after the Siege ;
and that the Siege lafted near five Months: You
have likewife taken notice of great Numbers de-
ftroy’d by their own Swords and unheard-of
Barbarities, as well as by Famine : Now, whence
was it, or what Reafon can be affign’d, that in
{pite of fuch a long T'rain of Misfortunes, and
{uch dreadful Extremities to which I perceive
they were reduc’d, they fhould ftill hold out fo
long, and continue themfelves wretched with fo
much Obftinacy ?

A, There was a general Infatuation, occafion’d
chiefly by a great Number of falfe Prophets
that were rifen up amongft them ; who were
every Day deluding ’em by vain Promifes of an
infallible, miraculous and {peedy Deliverance,
dinning in their Ears, as coming from the Lord,
{uch Expreflions as thefe, I will break the Ro-
man Bonds afunder 5 and the Day of Salvation is
at band ; when yet they were juft upon the Brink
of Deftruction, and no Way left to efcape the
powerful Hand of T¢tus. Thus they were amufing
themielves with imaginary Victories ; and their
Bxtravagancy was carried to fuch a Height,
that no lefs than the Empire of the Univerfe

was
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was in a little Time to be their Lot.* T don’t
therefore wonder to fee you furpriz’d at this
Account; and I frankly own to you, ’tis fuch
an Infatuation (take it with all its Circutnﬂanceg)
that would not cafily gain Credit, were it not
attefted in the Manner it is. Befides Fofephus,
Tacitus + himfelf tells us, “ That the%ews were
“ firmly perfuaded from fome old Prophecies in
“ their facred Books, that the EafternWorld was
“ at that Time to refume. its Strength, and that -
‘ fuch, as thou’d prefcribe Laws to the Univerfe,
“ were to come out of the Land of Fudea.
There were three remarkable Faifions, I ob-
ferv'd to you fome Time ago, in SFerafalem
Eleazar, who was at the Head of one of them,
was after fome Time defeated, and his Force
diffipated ; the other two Chiefs, nam’d %ob#
and Simon, thercupon aéted like two Tyrants;
who apply’d to themiclves thofe Prophecies that
had already been accomplifh’d 1n the Perfon of
Chrift, and could only be underftood as relating
to his fpiritual Kingdom ; and morcover they
cou’d not doubt, after fo noble a Defence made
by the %ews, but they thould be recogniz’d as
two Kings, as was formerly done in the Cafe of
the Machabees ; and having driven away the
Romaus, they would have nothing left to do,
but to fhare the Government of the World be-
tween ‘em. | B

B. Grofs

# Dion, L. 6o, + Hift, L. 5.
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" B. Grofs Stupidity ! and a {everc Punifhment
it was indeed : But what might the Behaviour
of Titus be, when he faw fuch Obftinacy in this
miferable People ?

A, Titus, tho’ he was full of Wrath at thefe
Proceedings of the Fews, was however unwilling
to defiroy “erufalem; and therefore, as Dion
has remark’d, he thew’d double Diligence for
faving it, offering ’em a General Aumefty, it
they would think better of it, and return to
their Duty : But all the generous Offers made
by that Prince were infolently rejected.  Tirus
at length began to think of another Method,
that he judg’d more likely to work upon ’‘em,

- and to bring ’em over to their Obedience ; and
that was the Mediation of our Hiftorian “fofe-

phus ; for firft of all, he was a Few and a Fel-
Jow=Citizen ; he was one of their Priefts, and
an able Man for managing fuch an Affair j his
Birth moreover, as well as his Profeflion, being
" a Pharifee, had diftinguith’d him amongft them
he had but three Years before commanded forty
thoufand Men in Galilee, and fuftain’d a long
Siege againft Vefpafian, who after taking the
Place, and “ofepbus too Prifoner, {foon gave him
his Liberty to go where he pleas’d ; for7o/epbus
had ingratiated himfelf, by foretelling that both
Vefpafian and his. Son thou’d be Emperors;
which, tho #hes unlikely, feem’d now to be
near accomplifh’d in good earneft.

C B This
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B, This Project of Titus feems to have been well
form’d for anfwering the Ends he had in view :
But what was the Succefs ?

A. Titus having fent for Fofephus from Alex=
andria, whither he was retir’d, difpatch’d him
feveral Times with ‘Terms to the Fews in Fery=
falem. Our Hiftorian rclates himfelf in his

feventh Book, how in regard to the Orders he
had receiv'd from that Prince, and the natural

Affection he had for his Country, he often ap-
pear'd before the Bulwarks of the City, and there

raifing his Voice, proclaim’d aloud to thofe that
wete on Duty, that they wou'd not perith thro’
their Obftinacy, but {peedily prevent their entire
Ruin and Deftru®ion, which was inevitable,
without imploring the Mercy of the Conqueror 3
« Save the Holy City, fays he, fave the Temple,
« the Wonder of the World, which even Tstus
¢ is unwilling to deftroy ; fave the whole Nation

“ and your felves.” fofephus was not ditheart-
ned, though at the fame Time his good Ad-

vice met with no other Return from his Fellow
Citizens than Reproaches, Inveétives, and grie-
vous Affronts. * 1 wou’d ftill merit more at
“ your Hands, replies “fofephus, in this obftinate
“ Way of mine, if it might be of Service in
“ faving an ungrateful People, who fcem, by too
“ evident Marks of a divine Vengeance, to be
“ doom’d to atotal Deftruction.” But “ofepbus
at length was forc’d to retire, after a dangerous
Wound receiv’d in his Head by a Stone thrown
down from the Ramparts; and it was not with-
out great Difficulty and frefh Hazard, that they

brought
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brought kim off into the Roman Camp. At
length the Fortrefs Antonia being taken by
Storm about the Beginning of Auguft, the Tem-
ple, that ftood near it, foon had the like Fate,
notwithftanding the de/perate Fury that was
fhewn'in its Defence : For as to the Temple in
particular, the “fews thought their Happinefs
wrappd up in the Prefervation of that Place;
and, as another eminent Heathen ™ Writer re-
marks, they flatter’d themfclves that Victory and
Felicity wou'd be their Lot, if they fell with
their Temple. About three Weeks after this,
the upper Part of the City, where was Mount
Sion, being taken, with its three Citadels, Fery-
[aleiny according to our Saviour’s Prediction, was
entirely overthrown and brought to its fatal End
by the Conquerors ; who, out of fo many mag-
nificent Butldings, left only three Towers ftand-
ing, as a Monument of their Victory, as well as
of the ancient Grandure of the City.

B. I thank you for this melancholy and fur-
prizing Account of erufalews. 'The Scripture
Account you gave before, does indeed (as you
obferved) look more like an Hifforical Abridge-
ment of what was paft, than a Prophecy of what
it fecms, happen’d fo many Years after. But,
methinks, the Heathen Hiftorians ought to have
made Apologics to their Readers for delivering
{fuch Things as Matters of Fad, and yet fo very

unaccountalble.

A You

® Dion.
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A, Yourequird Fidelity, and very juttly, fome
Time ago, in our Hifforians ; and, I think, they
have given fufficient Proof of it in this Cafe ; and
you fee, we cannot hear or read the Account gi-
ven by them of thefe Fads relating to the Pu-
nithment of the Fewifb Nation, but it neceffa-
rily works_ a Conviction in our Minds, that there
muft have been fomething divine and extraor=
dinary in thofe Fafs: And, I think, what
you allow’d of your {elf, 1s but reafonable, viz.
That they could not well write in that Manner,
and not be f{enfible that the Hand of God was
in fuch Proceedings; but then, they knew not the
Reafon of {o fevere a Vifitation, which was put-
ting to Death the Lord of Glory 3 a crucify’d Sa-
viowr was & frumbling Block to the one, as it was
Foolibuefs to the other. But, after all, 1 muft
grant, there are fome Fads, that feem almoft
incredible § and particularly, I think, the very
Numbers {aid by thefe Hiftorians to have perifh’d
in “Ferufalem is a Faft, that may be thought to
nced an Apology, as much as any other : But
no Apology can or ought to be thought necefias
ty, where Fad?s are {o unqueftionably attefted,

as they are here : No Hiftory has better Vouch-
ers, than that of this fatal Siege of Ferufalem:

It has the Authonty of Authors of the firft Rank
or Figure in the World ; Authors, who were
either Eye=Witnefles or Contemporancs, or elfe
fuch as liv’d foon after thofe Times: And as to
Eecclefiaftical Writers, they are all unanimous

and pun&ual in the Relation of this memorable
L Event,
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Event, to evidence an entire Accomplifbment of
our Scripture Prophecies in this Refpect: Add
to this, what the %fews themfelves ftill relate to
this Day, and the miferable Speitacies they them-
{elves are to the whole World, occafion’d by that
general Difperfion » Put all thefeThings together,
and I leave you to judge, whether any reafon-
able Perfon can defire fronger Evidence for the
- Truth of any Fa& ? |
~ B. Since you mention’d that Particular, of the
great Nuymbers that perifh’d in Sferufulem, what
might the Whole amount to ?
4. TheNumbers, confider’d thefe feveral Ways;
1. Of fuch as died by Famine and Sicknefs;
2. Of fuch as perifh’d by their own Civil Fury ;
and, 3. Of fuch as fell by the Hand of the Ene-
my';, amounted in all, to eleven bundred thoufand
Perfons, in' the Space of four or five Months
T'ime. This is what Fofephus exprefsly affirms ;
and ’tis what he wrote, not only in regard to
Pofterity, (which might be impos’d on,) but for
to be read by many illuftrious Romans, who had
ferved in that memorable Siege : To be read in
particular, by the Emperor Vefpafian, and by
Titus him{elf 5 to whom he had the Honour of
preflcnting this Hiftory ; and who was pleas'd
with his own Hund to atteft the Truth of the
Whole ; and alfo to order, that thofe Memoirs,
and no other, thould ferve for writing that Part
of the Hiftory of his Reign: Tn fhort, Titus
order'd this Work of Fofephus* to be plac'd in
| | | the

% Jofeph, in vitd fus,
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the publick Library, with a proper Encomium
the Authot’s Statuc was caft, and {et up in Rome;
and King Agrippa, who accompanied Titus in
this Expedition, did our Hiftorian .the Honour
of writing to him three or fourfeore Letters, which
contain an ample Teftimonial of Fofepbus’s: Sm—-
cetity. 2

B. Sir, I cannot queftion the Sincerity of your
Author, after this Account that you have given
of him and his Work; and upon recolleéting one
Particular, which juft now comes into my Mind,
I begin to think, that there is not {o much need
(as I thought before) for your Authors making
Apologies, in relating fo many Fadls feemingly
incredible : For as to this frightful Number in
Particular of eleven bundred thoufand Perfons
you juft mentioned, it does not appear fo very
ftrange, when ‘tis confider’d, what Authors,
Heathen, Chriftian, and Hebrew, do all unani-
moufly affirm to be true, that no People in the
World did fo increafe and multiply as thc
Fews.

A Your Obfervation is very juft; and thc
fingle Family of “facob is a remarkable Inftance,
who during their Sojourning in Egypt two bundred
and fifteen Years, multiply’d to the Number of
fix bundred thoufand Men, without reckoning
Women and Children. Thofe Authors, from
whom you made your Obfervation, will likewife
tell you, that erufulem was one of the moft- po-
pulous Cities in the Eaft ; and they obferve more-
over, that T7zus having begun the Siege the firft

L2 Day



[ 76 ] ,
Day of the Feaft of anleavened Bread, there was

confequently a general Rendezvons of the Fews
there, from all Parts of the World, to keep theiy
Paffover 3 by which Means infinite Numbers
were fhut up, without any Means left ’em of
getting out again.

B. Did Divine Vengeance frop here, or how
did it fare with the Fews after the City was ta
ken ? |

A, The grievous Famine, that had raged
amongft ‘em, forc’d a great many to pilfer and
plunder affer the Romans had enter'd 5 and, as
our Hiftorian informs us, the Number of thofe
pilfering Fews was fo very great, that the. Ro-
‘mans, to terrify others from the like Practices,
commonly crucify’d about five bundred a Day of
them ; infomuch that at laft, fays he, there was
neither Wood to be got to make Croffes, nor
room to fet ’em upin; and whilft thefe Punifh-
ments were infliCting, the Arsab and Egyptian
Soldiers cut the Throats of about rwo thoufand
“ews befides, ripping up their Bellies to find
the Gold, which, ’twas bruited in the Roman
Camp, the Fews had {wallow’d ; and Ts#us with
all his Power, found it pretty difficult to put a
Stop to fuch inhumane Practices, As to other
Places where the Fews were, the like Tokens of
divine Wrath appear’d ; eight thoufand Fews were
maflacred in Foppa ; tew thoufand in Damafiss ;
thirteen thoufand in Scythopolis 5 fifteen thoufand
in Gadara, or the Parts beyond Fordan ; twenty
thoufand in Cefarep 5 fifty thoufand in the City -

of
¢
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Alexandria, which Place feem’d to. be floating
with the Blood ; and the dead Bodies lying in
Heaps in the Streets and pyblick Places : One
in particular, {ays the Hiftorian, named Simon,
the Son of Saul, being fill'd with Horror and
Defpair, catch’d hold of the hoary Hairs of
his aged Pather, and {lew him ; then cut the
Throats of his Mother, Wife,and Children, and
afterwards difpatched himfelf with his own
Sword ; in fhort, (not to dwell any longer on
this melancholy Subjed,) the Number of Fews
deftroy’d, on feveral Occafions, in this War,
amounted to thirteen bundred thirty [even thous
[and, four bundred and ninety Perfons, befides
others that could not eafily be brought into the
Account, 1 have now given you a full View of
the terrible Vengeance of an offended God, exe-
cuted on a miferable People, for zawo of the grea-
teft Crimes that Mortals were capable of com=
mitting; I mean, their putting to Death the Lord
of Life and Glory, and then obftinately adhering to
what they had done, without the leaft Signs of Re-
pentance. '1his terrible Vengeance was foretold
by the Prophets many Ages before ; but it was Fe-
JSus Chrift himfelf, who was to denounce it to the
prefent Generation, that was to feel the difmal Ef-
fels of it 5 and this Vengeance was denounc’d in
"Terms {o exprefs; the bloody Scene drawn with
fuch firong Lines; reprefented with fuch diftin-
guithing Marks and Circumftances attending the
fatal Blow, that (as both of ushave already obfer-

ved in our Turns) it looks more like a fhort Hif
bory,

'\.‘
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tory, than a plainfimple Prophecy. Zerily T fuy
unto youy all thefe Thiugs (ball come tpon this Ge
neration * O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, which killeft
the Prophets, and floneft them that are [ent unto
Thee : How often wo'd I have gather’d thy Chil-
dred togethery as @ Hen doth gather ber Brood
under ber Wings 5 and ye wonld not ¢ Bebold,
your Houfe is left unto you defolate® What 2
heavenly Pathos is there in thefe Words ! He
was the expre(s Image of bis Fatber, and, as fuch,
he expoftalates with his difobedient Children :
Obferve the Antithefis —— How ofter wonld I
—— But ye would not. = He had called up-
on them long before, under the Fewifh Difpen/a-
tion, by Angels, by Prophets, by jut Men 5 and
now he did it in his own Perfon for three Years
together, by Miracles, by Esxhortations, by Threat-
nings ; all done to retrieve ’em from a State of
Mifery, dead in Trefpafles and Sins ; that by
embracing the New Covenant, they might become
one Fold under one Shepherd that by their Faith
and Repentance they might have engag’d him
to defend’em under bis Wings, and to make ’em
fafe under bis Feathers,d (a proverbial Speech
common amongft the Jews:) His Faithfulnefs
" and Trath would bave been their Shield and Buck-
ler ; and the impending Storm of divine Ven-
geance would happily have been removed far
from them: But, alas! He bebeld the City, and
and wept over ity faying, if thow badft known,
evenr Thou, at leaft in this thy Day, the Things

- which

* Mat, xxiil, + Phl, xci,
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which belong unto thy Peace ! But wnow they are
bid from thine Eyes| |

B. I have obferv'd already, youmay remember,
that your ?wo Authors cou'd hardly give fuch a
furprifing Account of thefe Things, but that they
muft have been fenfible themfelves that the Hand
of God was in it : But does this appear from any
exprefs Acknowledgment of their own ?

A, The Acknewledgments of both of them
are very exprefs to that Purpofe; that there
were in thofe Proceedings fomething truly mira-
culous and divine. Yacitus, though in his Con-
dué he appears to have been notorioufly loofe
and prophane, yet in this Cafe of the Fewifb
‘Defolation and their final Deftruction, he fays,
That it was declar’d both from Hezven, and on
Earth, by fuch unufual and frightful Prodigies,
that neither Prayers nor Sacrifices cou’d avert it. ¥
And -when he comes to Particulars, he fays,
That whole Battalions were feen engaging in the
Air, and that their Arms clath’d and glitter'd in
the Rencounter.+ The other Hiftorian, Fofe-
phus, is more particular, who fays, this happen’d
towards Sun-fet upon the twenty-fecond Day of
May 5 that thefe airy Legions were feen in al
" the Country, and feem’d to {pread and extend
their fiery Chariots, asif they were forming 2
dicge.

‘B. This |

{ Luke X1X.

* Evenerant prodigia quz neque Hoftiis neque voﬁs piare fas
habet GensSuperftitioni obnoxia, Religionibusadverfa, L. V.

+ Vifz per Coelum concurrere Acies, rutilantia Arma,
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B. This Account puts me in Mind of what
happen’d between two and three hundted Vears
before, when Autiockus, firnam’d Epiphanes, took
“ernfalem. There were the like Prodigies, tho’
rather greater, ufhering in that remarkable Pro-
fanation of the Temple, and Cruelties exercis’d
on the Fewifb Nation. This Account we have
from the Macchabean Hiftory, you know, and
I fuppole you do not queftion the Authority.

A The Authority in that Refped is very
good, and I thank you for recolleiting in fo pros
per 2 Lime : If you pleafe, we'll read the Paf-
fage——.And then it happen’d, that through all
the City of Jerufalem, for the Space almoft of forty
Days, there were [een Horfemen running in the
Airy in Cloth of Gold, and armed with Lances,
like @ Band of Soldiers y and Troops of Horfemen
in Aray, encountring and tumning owe againff
another, with (baking of Shields and Multitude of
Dikes or Staves, and drawing of Swords, and
cafting of Darts, and glittering of golden Orna-
mentsy and Harnefs of all Sorts : Wherefore every
Man prayed that that Apparition might turn to
Good, 2 Mac. 5.

B. Has Tacitus recotded any othet Prodigies
or extraordinaty Occurrences among the Fews,
that preceded their Deftruction?

A. Yesy two or three more,and thofe very re-
markable ; which, he fays, happen’din the very
Temple, and the very fame Year with the for-
mer. Lhe Temple firft of all; as he informs us,

was illuminated on a fudden, in a dark Night,
G a3
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as if it had been Noonday; * and Fofephus
more particularly remarks, that this happen’d
about the zhird Hour after Midnight, and the
eighth Day of April; which, as it fell out, was
the Day of the Paffover that Year,and waslook’d
upon by the moft judicious,as a Sign of the Tem-
ple’s being to be deftroy’d by Fire, as it was ac-
cordingly frue Years after. Whilft the fame
Paffover was kept, the Eaft Door of the Temple,
which was made of Brafs, and fo heavy, that it
requir'd twenty Men to thut it at Night, (fe-
cur’d by Iron Bars and otherways in the ftrongeft
Manner) open’d neverthelefs of its own Accord
all of a fudden, about Midnightt. Fofephus’s
Remark is, that God hereby fignify’d he wou’d
foon open and deliver up the Temple to the Gene
tiles. 'The fame Ycar, upon the Day of Pen-
tecoff, when the Priefts went into the Tenple at
Night, according to Cuftom, to do their Daty,
they foon heard a hideous Noife, and perceiv’d
fomething to move about in the Sanfuary;
after which, upon I{E moving out of that facred
Place, they heard a Voice diftinétly pronouns
cing and repeating the following Words, Lez us
go hbence, Let us go bence.  St. Chryfoftom || fays
they were Augels, the Guardians of the Temple,
who having long waited (but in vain) the Fews
Amendment, declard at laft boldly, that they

were quitting the Place, which God now difal-
M low'd

* Subito Nubium igne collucere Templum, L. V.
+ Expanfz repent€ Delubri Fores. Tae. L.V,

Hom. 64.1in Jofeph.
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low’d of, though honour’d with his more 1m-
mediate Prefence for above a thoufand Years
before. Tacitus, who (as ufual) gave cvery
Thing of this Kind a Turn in the Pagan Way,
pretended that they were the Gods that went
out of the Temple, and that the Noife and Stir
that. was made, was the Sign and Effeét of
their {fo going out*, DBut after all that has
been obferv’d, as wonderful and extraordinary
in this Affair, I take the aftual burning of
the Temple, with the feveral Circumftances duly
confider’d, to be as great a Prodigy as any
of the former, ’Tis certain, that Titus did all
he cou'd to fave it, notwithftanding the {trong
Remonlftrances made to him, how that the fews
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fhow’d be no longar in the Power of Conqueror
or Conquered to fave the Temple from utter Ruin.
A Roman Soldicr, by a divine Impulfe (fays
Yofephus) taking a Parcel of Firebrands and by
the Help of his Fellow-Soldiers mounting up
to one of the Windows, hurl’d the Fire in fuch
a Manner, that the Flame foon became general,
and in a little Time fciz’d the inner Part of that
noble Building.

B. Since there was fuch a ftrong Inclination
in Zitus to fave it, how did he behave on this
- Occafion ?

A TT*. Y.L _*_ Nn*e "~ . 11 .
22, LI10 DIV IIAYIUUL YYaY% IUII1 4llIwWCrauvic LU 1115

former Condull 5 and he ‘was very fenfible, that
_he was the Inﬂ:rumcnt of divine Vengeance, and

T e e, g wt gt -
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B. This Account puts me in Mind of whst
happen’d between two and three hundred Years
before, when Autiochus, firnam’d Epipbanes; took
Ferufalem. There were the like Prodigies, tho’
iather greater, ufhering in that remarkable Pro-
fanation of the Temple, and Cruelties exercis’d
on the Fewifp Nation. This Account we have
from the Macchabean Hiftory, you know, and
I fuppofe you do not queftion the Authority.

A, ‘'The Authority in that Refped is very
good, and I thank you for recollecting in fo pros
pet 2 Time : If you pleafe, we’ll read the Paf-
fage——And then it bappess’d, that through all

the City of Jerofalem, for the Space almoft of forty
Days, there were feen Horfemen running in the
Air, in Cloth of Goldy and armed with Lances,
like @ Band of Soldiers 5 and Troops of Horfemen
in Aray, encountring and vunning ome againff
another, with (baking of Shields and Multitude of
Pikes or Stavesy, and drawing of Swords, and
cafting of Dartsy and glittering of golden Orua-
mentsy and Harnefs of all Sorts : Wherefore every
Man prayed that that Apparition might turn to
Good, 2 Mac. 5.

B. Has Tacitus recorded any othet Prodigies
or extraordinary Occurrences among the Fews,
that preceded their Deftruétion?

A. Yes; two or three more,and thofe very re-
markable ; which, he fays, happen’din the very
Temple, and the very fame Year with the for-
mer. The Temple firlt of all, as he inforims us,

was illuminated on a fudden, in a dark Night,
G a8
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as if it had been Noonday; ™ and Fofephus
more particularly remarks, that this happen’d
about the third Hour after Midnight, and the
eighth Day of April ; which, as it fell out, was
the Day of the Pa/fover that Year,and waslook’d
upon by the moft judicious,as a Sign of the Tezi-
ple’s being to be deftroy’d by Fire, as it was ac=
cordingly frve Years after. Whilft the fame
Paffover was kept, the Eaft Door of the Temple,
which was made of Brafs, and {o heavy, that it
requir'd rwenty Men to thut it at Night, (fe-
cur’d by Iron Bars and otherways in the firongeft
Manner) open’d neverthelefs of its own Accord
all of a fudden, about Midnight+t. “Fofepbus’s
Remark is, that God hereby fignify’d he wou’d
{foon open and deliver up the Temple to the Gen-
tiles. 'The fame Yecar, upon the Day of Pes-
tecoft, when the Priefts went into the Temple at
Night, according to Cuftom, to do their Duty,
they foon heard a hideous N oi{'e, and percerv’d
fomething to move about in the Sanfuary ;
after which, upon 1{;5 moving out of that facred
Place, they heard a Voice diftinctly pronouns
cing and repeating the following Words, Ler us
go bence, Let us go bence. St. Chryfoftom || fays
they were Angels, the Guardians of the Temple,
who having long waited (but in vain) the Fews
Amendment, declar'd at laft boldly, that they
were quitting the Place, which God now difal=.

M low’d

* Subito Nubium igne collucere Templum, L. V.
+ Expanfz repenté DelubriFores.  Tae. L.V.-
Hom 64.1n Jofeph.
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low’d of, though honour’d with his more im-
mediate Prefence for above a thoufand Years
before. Tacitus, who (as ufual) gave every
Thing of this Kind a Turn in the Pagan Way,
pretended that they were the Gods that went
out of the Temple, and that the Noife and Stir
that. was made, was the Sign and Effeét of
their -fo going out® DBut after all that has
been obferv’d, as wonderful and extraordinary
in this Affair, I take the actual burning of
the Temple, with the feveral Circumftances duly
confider’d, to be as great a Prodigy as any
of the former. ’Ti8 certain, that Tusus did all
he cou'd to fave it, notwithftanding the ftrong
Remonftrances made to him, how that the Fews
were fo attach’d to their Temple, that they
wou'd ever revolt {o long as it ftood. Titus
was ftillobftinate in their Favour, for preferving
fuch a ftately Edifice. But Hiftorians are not
agreed 1n afligning any certain Reafon of fuch
Procceding ; whether it was purely owing to
his natural Temper, or whether Religion had
any Influence , (for he wou'd often fay, He was
not come to fizht againft Heaven;) or whether
there was a laudable Ambition of putting the
Romans in Pofleflion of a Strudure that was
look’d upon as ane of the Wonders of the World,
" and thereby perpetuating the Name of Titus the
Conqueror. Be that as it will, the fatal Hour
was come, and Heaven had fo decreed, that it

{hou’d

* Audita major humand Vox : Excedere Deos: Simul ingens
motus excedentium, L.V,
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fhou’d be no longzr in the Power of Conqueror
or Conquered to fave the Temple from utter Ruin.
A Roman Soldicr, by a divine Impulfe (fays
“Yofephus) taking a Parcel of Firebrands and by
the Help of his Fellow-Soldiers mounting up
to one of the Windows, hutl’d the Fire in fuch
2 Manner, that the Flame fogn became general,
and in a little Time fciz’d the inner Part of that
noble Building.

B. Since there was fuch a ftrong Inclination
in Titus to fave it, how did he behave on this
Occafion ?

A, His Behaviour was ftill anfwerable to his
former Conduct; and he was very fenfible, that
he was the Inftrument of divine Vengeance, and

not the Conqueror himfelf only. 7itus was juft
gone to repofe himfelf, after a great Fatigue the
Day before, when he and his principal Officers
gave the bet Orders they could for extinguifh-
ing the Fire; but the Uproar and Diforder was
now {o great, that his Commands, inftead of be-
ing executed, were fcarce minded, or any No-
tice at all taken of them by the Soldiers ; for
when they had once difcover’d, that the very
outfide of the Holy Place was plated with Gold,
and confequently concluded what immenfe
Riches they thouw’d find within-fide, they began
to be more outragious, valuing neither the In-
treaties nor the Threats of Tizus, but obftinate~
ly perfifting to kindle the Fire in one Place, as
faft as their Prince was quenching it in another.
And thus the T'emple was laid in Athes; and

M 2 (as
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(as it has been obferv’d) this was done in the
fame Month, and upon the fame Day, when the
former Temple was deftroy’d by Nabuchadonofors
a little more than fix bundred Years before, *

B. You faid juft now, if I remember right,
that Tizus was {enfible himfelf, that he was the
Infirument of God in thefe Vidtories he had ob-
tain’d over the Fews. "A glorious Refleétion for
an old Roman to make! And where’s the
Chriftian General that does the like ? But pray,
Sir, what Authority have you for faying this of
Titus ¢

A His own Words, and his Behaviour after
his Victories, are both Witnefles to the Truth
of what 1{aid, Titus being deeply affetted and
~ aftonifh’d at the mighty Things he had feen
done, conftantly refus’d all Addrefles and Con-
gratulations from the Cities and: neighbouring

Provinces ; their Panegyricks always met with
this Anfwer 5 That it was not be that had van.
quifb’d y that what he bad dowe, was lending bis
Hand for executing the Wrath of Heaveny and
that he fincerely acknowledg'd, be was #o more
than a weak luftrament in the doing of it.  This
remarkable Saying of T7zus we have preferv'd to
us in as remarkable a Manner, by Philoftratus
in the Life of the famous Impoftor Appollonius
Thyaneus 5 * Providence fo ordering it, that
what was wanting in onc Heathen Writer, thou’d
pe {upply’d in another. After this, ’tis lefs to
be wonder'd at, what other Hiftorians tells us of

. Eﬁm.i}

* 1 Kings xxiv. | ¢ Lib. 6. . 14. | |
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Titus, that when he had taken a View of the
outward Fortifications of the Temple, and faw
with Amazement that all his batt’ring Rams had
done no Damage, he faid feveral Times by the
way of an Exclamation, That if Heaven had not
fought for bim, meer buman Force bhad never been
able to effelt what was done. We are not now to
wonder, if he refus’d Crowns of Gold that were
offer’d him for doing Honour to his Vi&ories ;
and that both -He and his Father Vefpafian wouw’d
by no Means accept of the Title of Congueror of
“udea, tho’ the Roman Senate wou’d fain have
given it. ¥ In fhort, thofe two Princes had too
great an Infight into Things, not to know and
perceive, what their Modefty likewife made ’em

acknowledge, that the “ewifh Nation could
never have fuffer’d fuch an Overthrow, if divine

Vengeance had not vifibly effeéted it: But il
they were at a Lofs to account for -fuch Ven-
geance, or what that deteftable Crime might be
that brought fuch fwift and general Deftruion;

which really was, crucifying the Lord of Life
and Glory.

B. 1 own, you have fufiiciently prov’d what I
ask’'d of you concerning Titus: Both Father and
Son feem to have had rare Accomplithments 3
and fuch Accomplithments ’tis plain, did ferve
better to difplay the Works of Providence in
this wonderful Scene of Affairsin Fudes, But,
if I am not miftaken, notwithftanding all their
Modefty, thofe Princes had fome Monuments to

- per= -
* Neuter Judaicus cognominatus, Div, in Vita Vefp,
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perpetuate their Names on this Account: Pray,
inform me.

A. You fay right; and fuch Monuments arc
yet remaining to this Day. DBut ’twas done by
Order of the Senate, or, to {peak more propetly,
by the particular Appointment of Heaven. One
of the Monuments are Medals of Titus and Ve
fpafian, fruck in Brafs, Silver, and Gold, (to be
feen in the Collections of the Curious,) having
on the Reverfe a Gaptive fitting and lamenting
at the Foot of & Palm-Tree with this Legend,
Jupza carra. The other Monument, which is
the moft confiderable, is that ftately triumphal
Arch erefted at Rome againft the Day that Titus
enter'd the City, where in Baffo-Relievo of Mar-
ble is feen at this Day the Figure of that Prince,
together with the Golden Table, the Golden Can-
dleflick, with the feven Branches fupported by
eight Perfons; and other remarkable Spoils,
brought from “f#dzaz and the Temple,

B. 1 fuppofe you are now pretty well tired ;
T’ll take my Leave, and go Home, and make the
beft Reflections I can upon this Accomplithment
of {uch a Fundamental Prophecy, as I find it both
in the Old and New Teftament. I thank you

for the Pains you have taken, and hope foon
to pay my Refpeéts to you in this Place.

A4, One Thing occurs, which I defire, you
would take along with you: "lis a very remark-
able Prophecy of the two Apoftles St. Peter and
St.Paul, relating to the Deftruétion of Ferafalein,

made by their when they were deliver’'d up to
Neivo



[ 87 |

Nero by the Fews, about the Year of our Lord
66. ’Tis a very curious Fragment, and being {o
well attefted, 1t were much to be wifh’d it had
been plac’d with the other A5 of the Apoftles,
and made Ganonical, 1t was colleCted and com-
mitted to writing by the primitive Chriftians :
*Tis recorded by Laéfantius,* in his Iuflitutions ;
and Phlegon, whole Honefty and Integrity we took
Notice of in our laft Conference, whofe Teftimony
1s unqueftionable, and who writ but about forty or
fifty Yearsafter this Prophecy of the Apoftles, fays
exprefly inhis Olyinpiadsyt that St.Peter’s Predic-
tions to the Yews concerning their Deftrution, had
been all exaltly fulfild. And for farther Satisfac-
tion in this Matter,we need only read Origen’s fe-
cond Book writ againit Ce//us. Now the Apofties
declar’d to the Jews as follows, ¢ That the Time
“ pointed out by “Fefirs Chrift for their final De-
“ ftruction, was nigh at Hand ; that “fera/alein
“ thou'd be befieg’d, and laid entircly wafte :
« that they fhould fuffer Famine fo very grie-
“ vous that they fhould cat one another; that
“ they fhould {ee their Wives and Children ex-
“ piring, and a general Ranfack with Fire and
“ Sword ; that they fhould be banifhed their

“ Country for ever, and become Fugitives or
“ Slaves to the End of the World; and that

“all

*Sed & futura aperuit [Chriftus] illis omnia ; qup Perras &
Panlus Rome pradicaverunt ; & ea pracdicatio in memoriam
fcripta- perman{it ; 1n qua cum multa alia mira, fum etiam hoc
futurum efle, dixerunt ; ut poft breve tempus immitteret Deus Re-
gem, qui expugnaret Judxos, & Civitates eorum folo adrequaret,
ipfos autem fame, {itique confeCtos obfideret, ¢ore, Lad.l.iv.c.21.

+Olymp. L. xiii. xiv,
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« ai] thefe Evils fthould befall ’em on Account
“ of their Outrage and Offence committed againft
“ the Son of God, who had been plainly decla-
“ red as fuch by the many Miracles wrought
“ amongft them.” And now, my Friend, put
all thefe Things together, that have pafled be-
tween us to Day concerning the Deftruftion of
“Ferufalems the furprizing Accomplifhment of an-
cient Prophecies relating thereto ; the vifible
Marks of divine Vengcance, in the whole Pro-
cedure ; and acknowledg’d as fuch, but not
rightly underftood, by the Fewifb and Heathen
Writers, and even by Titus himfelf : After this,
tell me what you think of Revelation ¢ W hether
our Reafon is not fufficiently inform’d from the
Teftinonies of Heathens, that thefe Things arc
{fo? That thefe Faffs are true; and confequently
that the Seriptures, where thefe Things are fore-
told, are truly the #ord of God, and as fuch to
be regarded by us? I remember, in our former

Conference, you {aid, the Dificulty you labour’d
under, was, how we could by the Help of our Rea-

[on attain to a certain Knowledge of the Truth of
thofc Faéfsywhich we call the Gofpel Revelation » 1
have undertaken to remove that Difficulty in a way
that you juftly own is unexceptionable, by appesl-
ing to the Enemiecs of our Recligion, who have
(neither wittingly nor willingly) bore their Tefti-
mony to the Truth of it. The miraculous Eclipfe,
which was clear’d up and fully eftablifh’d from
fuch {ort of Teffimony at our laft Meeting, does
of 1t felf (were there no other Evidence) fuffi-

ciently
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ciently eftablith that grand fundamentsl Point,
the Diwinity of our blefled Saviour; and, I
make no queftion, 1f you will but favour me with
your Company two or three Times more, you
will be convinc’d, that the Truth of the Chri-
fHian Religion appears from Heathen Tetimonies,
not only in regard to Fads, but to the prin-
cipal DolFrines likewife, Your Difpute abouyt
pofitive Duties will foon have an End, if without
Prejudice you will ufe thofe Faculties that God
has given you to judge with in thefe Matters,
And remember what you have already agreed to
at our firft fetting out, That when by the Help of
our Reafon Revelation becomes effablifly d, no Sug-

geftion either agaiuft the Need of fich a Revela-
tion, or againft our Obligation to receive it, onght
to make any lmpreffion upon us |
B. T am ftill of the fame Opinion: And as to
my Reafon, the new Book,* which our Society
has lately publifh’d, will bear me out, when I #/z
it after the beft Manner I can 3 The End is then
anfwer'd, fays that Book, for which God gave us
our Facultiesy and our Conduct is fully juflify'd.
A, Tlike the Rule exceedingly 5 but till your
Society practiles accordingly, the Exd is not an-
fwer’d, nor their Condu? juftify’d. Adiew. I

wilh you well home, and a quick Return to this
Place. |

% Chrifhianity as Old as the Creation.

N C O N-
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CONFERENCE TII.

B.: OOD Morrow, Sir. You fee I im

very ‘quick in making you this Vifit §
much fooner, indeed, than I intended ‘at our par-
ting : But when I came Hothe, ‘and had careful
ly read over the Prophecy, and tecolleted, as
well as I could, the Particutars of fts Accbmplz[b-
ment, which were the Subjei#s of our laft Convera
fatmn, I began to think, this Point had not been
{o fully diftiffed as it ought to be 3 or at leatt,
as T could wifh, for my own Satisfadtion. My
Meaning 1s, that this (Pmpbecy of *our Saviour
has not been confider'd by us in its full View and
Extent, as the exprefs Words feem to reqire it

fhow’d be; for we learn from ' that Prophecy, not
only the De ﬁmﬁzwz of Ferufalem, and the Fewifh

Nation, as alfo their Difper/fion, which areThings
already accomplifh’d, and have becn fully dif-
courfed of 3 but we learn morcover fomething
clfe very material, which is yet accomplifhing ;
and which, according to your Commentators,
will not have its final Completion, till Few and
Gentile at the End of the Wotld fhall join with
the Chriftian in embracing the Gofpel.  You ea-
fily guefs at the Paffagey where the Marks of di-

vine Vengeance are ftamp’d upon the very Ground
where
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where the Holy City ftood ; and ’tis pronoun
ced, that fuch Marks fhall be as Jafting, as the
fugitive Condition of the People; fo that all
human Endeavours fhould prove in vain for re-
building on that Ground where the %mp]e was
founded. This Part of the Prophecy is very
plain and cxprefs, when our Saviour tells his
Difciples*, They |the Fews| foall fall by the
 Edge of the Sword, and [ball be led captive into

@l Nations; aud Jerufalem fhall be trodden
yndgr Foot of the Gentiles, antil the Times of
the Nations be fulfilled. And this Part 1 defire
may now have its due Confideration; and, if you
can, pray inform me, whether fuch Part of the
Prophecy has been fulfilling by any fignal Marks
of Divine Vengeance, in relation to that Place,
in the fucceeding Ages of the Charch. For if
fuch Marks thall appear, fupported by good Au-
thority, I readily grant, you will then haye pro-
duc’d another very cogent Argument in Defence
of Chriftianity,

A. I much rejoice at this good Difpofition in
my Friend ; that he has read over the Prophecy
with fuch Attentlon, that he has made fuch
a judicious Remark on a Deficiencyin our former
difcourfing of it; and that he has now given me
an Opportunity of fupplying that Defect; and
as I hope in every Refpeé to his Satisfaction.
As to the remarkable Zexz you juft now quo-
ted, the Comment you have made is eafy and
natural, and what the beft Expofitors are agrccd

N 2 in.

X Luke xxi, 24.
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in,* And to ftrengthen this Expofition, you
will fee prefently that the Emperor Fulian
(the Apoftate) did fo underftand this Text, as
well as the Paflage in Daniel, to which it al-
ludes; the Prophet aliuring us, That the Defo-
lation [hall continuetothe End.  Fulian therefore
thought, if he cou’d compafs the building a Tesple
on the Ground where the former ftood at Ferufa-
lem, hethou'd elude the Force of this Prophecy,
and render the 1ruch of the Holy Scriptures pre-
carious. I {hall now, therefore, according to your
Requeft, farther inform you, that this very Em-
peror  Fulign did actually attempt, with all
the Powcer, Cunning, and Espence poflible, to
build a Teiiple for the Fews where the Temple
ftood at Ferufalem s and that he was baffled in
this Attempt with the greateft Marks of divine
Difpleafure, that you can in:iginey attended
with fuch feacful “Prodigics, that they equal,
if not exceed, thofe I took Notice of from 74~
citus and Fofepbus, to have happen’d in the Tem-
ple fome Time before its Deftrution.

B. If Fulian made this Aftempt with fuch a
Defign as you {ay he did, it was indeed daring
Heaven to aflert its Honour, and the T'ruth of
the Prophecies, by fome extraordinary Punith-
ment, But what Authority have you for thefe

Faitsy betore you give any farther Account of
them ? A The

| * Calcabriny @ Gentilibus, 1, e. Inhabitabitur Jerufzlem tanquam
vile ngldurn ab exteris Gentibus, prefla 'Jugo Servitut(s, s
Donec impleantur; — quafi dicat, ufque ad finem mundi erit de-
ﬂru{fa, vel punietur per Gentiles Tempore {cilicet & modo quo Deus
Ratuit,  Vid, Menoch. Colled. Comment. ad Luc, xxi. 24. |
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A The Authority is in cvery Refpeét unex-
ceptionable. The Fads T am going to relates
arc attefted by great Numbers of ews and Gen=
tiles, as well as Chriftians; but the Authority 1
fhall chiefly infift on, is Ammianus Marcellinus
becaufe he was not only an eminent Hiftorian,
but liv’d at the fame Time; was in great Efteem
with, and a zealous Defender of his Mafter Fu-
J1an, o

B. Pleafe to give me fome farther Account
of this Author, that I may better judge how far
I may rely upon what he fays in this Matter.

A. Methinks, much morc need not be faid
than what has been already. He had the Mistor-
tune indeed of being bred a Heathen, and helivid
and dy’d as fuch ; but was remarkable for dotng
 Juftice to the Chriftians notwithftanding., ‘Tho'
he was ftrongly attach’d to Fdian, yet he does
not conceal his Vices ; and tho’ he was a So&
dier, yet his Abilities were fuch, that he knew
how to make a Difference in the Characters of
the Orthodox or Catholick, and the Arians, at
that Time of Day. Confidering he was a Greek
by Birth, and the Time wherein he wrote, the
Purity of the Latin Language is not to be ex-
pected ;5 but in every other Refpedt he 15 allow’d
to be an accomplith’d Hifforian. |

B. You fay he was of the Military Profeflion :
Did that allow him Time to write a Hiftory with

{fuch Exactaefs?
A. He was in fome Refpeéts like a Cefar,
or a Xenophon : He was either Witnefs to all
' the
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the great Events in his Time, or had a good
Share in them himfelf: But-as to the compiling
his Hiftory, he did it, after he had quitted his
military Employments, retiring to Rome, that
he might have the better Relith of Life the
Remainder of his Days; having ferv’d not only
under wlian, but Fovian, Valentinian, and
Gratian., ’Tis our Misfortune, that we have but
eighteen Books left of the owe and thirty which
he compos’d; and. the many fine Editions of
Ammianus Marcellinus, with the Notes of: {e-

veral learned Men, ate a {fufhicient Proof what
Credit and Efteem this Hiftory has obtain’d in

the World.

B. You need not fay any more of your Au-
thor; and your having faid this, will make me
hear your Account from him with more Pleafure
and Satisfaction, ' Pleafe then, to let me know
what Falian’s Efforts were for rebuilding the
Temple at Ferufalem; what hinder’d his Projet;
and whether in fuch Obffacles as he met with,
there was any 'Lhing extraordinary or mira-
culous, or fuch as cvidently and undeniably
provd the immediate Interpofition of the A4/-
mighty n that Affair. |

A. I am to obferve to you firft of all, that
“Fulian, when he faw himfelf fole Mafter of the
Empire, upon the Death of his Coufin Copflance,
thought the Time was come, when he need be
no longer upon his Guard in Matters of Reli-
gion: Accordingly he try’d all Ways to re-
ftore Idol-Waorfbip, and to eftablith Pagan Su-

| perftitions
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perftitions 1n general, which were then at ‘their
loweft Ebb, and well nigh expiring. By this
Means the C)'.?ré_'/ﬁﬂ?z FRcligion, if -pofiible, was
to be abolifh’'d 5 and he was fo bold 2s to:ima-
gine, that ina little Time he fhow’d abolith the
very Name it felf. The better to fucceed in
this Proje@, he fotm’d a perfecating -Scheme,
entirely #ew, none of his cruel Predeceflors ha-
ving -alted like him. He was not contented ih
{piriting up the Gbriftians, and furnithing them
with Aims to deftfoy one another, whilft the
Arians were-openly -protefted by him'; But he
fhamefully demean’d himfelf, in making His- Ap-
plication to the very Jfews, who were become
the Scum- and Derifion of the Univetfe, the bet-
ter to accomplifh the pernicious Ends hehad m
View. ‘He writes to ’em accordingly, a very
cunning, inveigling 'Lictter, yet extant AmMONg
his Epiftles ; where, « after having ‘cameftly
« begg’d their Prayers, he lets ’em know, “that
¢ he did not require ’em to pay any more Taxes,
« g5 they us'd ‘to -doj-and that he had caus’d
« tobeburntall publick Entries that-mght-any
“ ways affect “em; anid then informs them,' that
« the happy 'lime was now come, for retric-
« ving the-ancient ‘Gloty ‘of their Nation, for
«. pe-eftablithing- their Géremonies, -their (Liaws,
« their Syndgogues,’ their' Temple ; affuting them
« withdl, that as féon as he had ‘anded :the
€ Perfiap War, -he wou'd vebuild “Ferufalem
« with greater Splerdor than-ever itiwasbefore,
« and that he wow'd coine andrefide thercfehilmf-:

| - « felf,
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“ felf, and join with them in worfhipping the
« fapreme Being.”

B. 1 muft confefs, this Letter feems to be
work’d up with a great deal of Policy, and Att;
and no doubt, it anfwer’d his End with the
Fews:

A, Fulian did not ftop here: He call’d to-
gether the Chiefs of the “fewifh Nation from all
Quarters, and fummon’d ’cm to appear in his
Palace ; where he reproach’d ’em {everely, for
having liv’d fo long, without /acrificing to their
God j when it was'a Matter, he faid, that was
{o exprefsly enjoin'd ’em by their Law.
~ B. This was putting it home indeed 5 and to
be fure, Ftlian eafily guefs'd their Anfwer would
ferve his Purpofe: But how was it?

A. The %ews anfwer’d, That by thejr Law
they were not to facrifice any where, but at Fe-
rufalersy; whence they were banifh’d; and not
only at Ferufalen, But it was to be done in the
. Temple there; which yet had been demolifh’d
for about three bundred Years, ’lis for that
very Reafon, replies the Emperor, that I am
minded out of hand to rebuild your Temple at
my own HFxpence; that you may be able to do
your Duty, which has been interrupted {o long
a Time 3 and the more to cncourage ’em, he
made-’em believe, that he had recoverd one of
their facred Volumes (buried under .Ground)
which declar’d exprefsly, that m hbis  Reign
their long Exile fhow’d have an End, and: their
Synagogue thine out in its-former Luftre,

B. By
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B. By this Time I make no queftion, but
enough was faid to engage the ews; and I
take it for granted, “fu/ian and his Affembly
broke up well fatisfy’d on both Sides. .

A "Tis true, as you obferve: And Falian,
to makc good his Promife, orders the ableft
Workmen throughout the Empifc to attend-
He makes one Alypius Surveyor-General of the.
Work, who was his Countryman, and trﬁﬁy
Friend, and who had for fome Time been a De-
puty-Governor here in England, He iflues out

Orders to his Treafury for very large Sums,. to
defray the Expences neceflary for building this
ftately Edifice ; and after this, he writes to the
Governor of the Province to countenance the
Undertaking 3 to forward the Hxecution; and
to give him a regular Account how the Affair
went on, which he had more at heart than any
other. Our Hifforian, as a Heathen, wou'd have

us underftand that all this was done by Fulian
with an Intention of eternizing his Name only,
by ereting {uchia Building : But %#/ian, who
had been in Holy Orders himfelf, had confider’d
the Scriptures we muft allow, and he knew there
were Prophecies (as I have obfery’d to you al-
ready) exprefsly againtt his, ‘or any other’s {uc-
cceding in this Enaterprife. His Proccedings
in religious Matters, as I did before mentton
em to you, farther thew what his Intentions
were 5 and Heaven in a moft aftonithing Man-

ner (as you will hear prefently) confirm’d the
O Pro=
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Prophecics, and put a Stop to the daring Imse
piety of the Apoffate Emperor.

B. Before I behold this terrible Scene of di-
vine Vengeance, which I apprehend you are
now ent’ring upon, pleafe to let me know, how
the 7@: behav’d, after “Julian had given Or-
ders for rebuilding their Temple? as alfo how
the Chriftians were affected at fuch a Procced-
ing ?

A. There was an Excefs of Joy among the
%ews, as I believe you cafily imagine : They
flock’d together from all Parts of the World,
to-aflit in raifing their intended Temple. No
Coft was fpar’d for laying the Foundation with
the greateft Pomp and Solemnity imaginable,
and for haftning the Work. * By fome Ac-
counts, their very Pick-Axes, Shovels and Baj-
kets for digging and carrying Earth were of
Silver; and Women of the firft Rank amongft
them, were ambitious who thou’d give a helping
Hand, by carrying iz in the Lappets of their
richeft Garments. ‘As for the Cbriftians, the
more confiderate amongft them were not in the
leaft affected, but flighted and defpis’d thefe Ef-
forts of Fulian. Cyril Bithop of Ferufalesis is a
remarkable Inftance: He was juft return’d from
Banithment, when thefe wild Projects were on
Foot: But he did not appear any ways con-
cern’d at the freth Storms that were arifing
againft the Church of Chrift, He was Witnefs
to the Infolence, to the Infults and Threats of
o the

b Theod. L1b. 3.C. 27,
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the Yews; who were fo puff'd up with their
imaginary State of Happinefs, that they talk’d
of nothing lefs, than cutting off that good
Man, or rather the whole Body of Chriftians,
and treating ’em in like Manner, as they them-
{felves had been treated by the Romans. But
the venerable Patriarch was as little mov’d with
their Threats as their vain Preparations: He
made it his Bufinefs to comfort the Faithful,
who were any ways territy’d at fuch Proceedings;
frequently reminding ’em, that the Word of
God was fure, and that they ought to have 4
firm Reliance on thofe Prophecies,* the Truth
of which they wou'd foon fee confirm’d ; that
the Efforts of their Enemies deferv’d nothing
but their Scorn and Contempt, becaufe the
Words of eftus Chriff were exprefs§ 4 he has
ving pofitively affur’d them, that the Temple
fbould never be rebuilt 5 maugre all the Attempts
of the Fews, or even Falian their zealous Pro-
tetor ; and in fine, he told ’em boldly, that all
the prefent Noife and Buftle wou’d end in no-
thing but in an entire Deftrution of thofe few
Stones yet left under-ground in the Foundation
of the old Temple;, the better fill to verify lite=
rally the Saying of our Saviour, that there

Jbot’'d not be left one Stone upon another. |
B. If you pleafe, Sir, it may now be a pro=
per Time to ask, what was the Event of this
- Enterprife, congerted I fee with all the Artifice
O 2 ima-

% Rufﬁn. Lib. 10, ¢, 38. + Theod. Lib, 3.
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imaginable, and carried on with a very high

Hand, and a great deal of Buftle and Clamour?
A, The Fa&, as recorded by Marcellinusy =
ftands thus ; “ Whilft Alypius was bufy 1n carry=
“ ing on the. Work, and the Governor of the
 Province as careful in giving him his Afhft-
 ance, fearfu! Balls of Fire came out of the
« Earth near the Foundations; fuch Eruptions
““ with repeated Shocks foon render’d the Place
“ inacceffible, the Workmen themiclves being
“ {fomectimes burnt ; and the fiery Element con-
“ tinuing its Oppofition in this Manner, the
“ Work was entirely laid afide.” I defire, it may
be obferv’d, that an Account fo diftint and re=
markable, as this is, has been given us by an
Hiftorian, who was, at the very Time when
thefe Things happen’d, one of the greateft Of-
ficers in the Roman Empire ; that he was a great
"Admirer of Fulian; and that he was as well able
to inform himfelf of this wonderful Event, as any
Man whatever ; not only by common Fame, but
from the Relation of thoufands who had feen it
with their own Eyes. ¢ Thus, fays St. Chry-
« f oflorne, * the Word of Fefus Chrift was not
“ to be fhaken; 5 and the Sentence which he had
 pronounc’d was verify’d in its utmoft Extent.
Titus, as 1 obferv'd to you in our laft Confe-

rence, made a vain Attempt to fave the Temple ;
and 7:{1:37} here ftrove, to as little purpofe, to
rcbulld it.. What God is pleas’d to pull down,
s not to be rais’d- up again by meer human
Power;

* Lib. 18, + Orat, 2. in Judzos,
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Power 3 and what he thinks fit to uphold, is not
to be thrown down by his Creatures. -

B. Pray, how do the Fathers of the Church
agree with Mareellinys in this Matter ?

4. 1 don’t much wonder at your asking that
Queftion #ow, becaufe you have been already con-
vinc’d more than once, that the Heathen and
Chriftian Whtters {fupport one another in many
Fadts; and confcquently fuch fort of Teftimony
ought to have the greater Weight. 'The Church
Hiftorians, as well as Fathers, are generally more
particular in relating this Faé, than Marcellinus ;
but they all confirm the Account which he has
given; and three of the Fathers, which bear their
Tefiimony in this Affair, Gregory Nazianzen,

St. Ambrofe, and St. Chryfoftome, were living at
the fame Time when this Prodigy happen’d 5 the

remarkable Teffimony of Cyril Bithop of Ferufalem,
has been already taken Notice of,

B. I defire to hear firft of all the Account gi-
ven by the Charch Hifforiaus 5 and then, that
given by the Fathers juft mention’d, whofe Tefti-
mony, as they were Comtemporaries with “fulian,
I do agree, ought to be the more regarded.

A, 'The Church Hiftorians* informus, « That
“ whilft the Foundation of the Temple was a Id}-'
“ ing, a violent Hurricane carry’d away in a
“ Moment, the Lime, Sand, or Gravel, with o-
“ ther Materials, that had been heap'd in -pro-
“ digious Quantities : This was follow'd by an
' Earth-

*Fheod. lib, 1, ¢, 27. Sozom. Ib, v. c. 22, 'Ruffin. lib. x.
¢. 38, 39.
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« Eartquke, which {uddenly hutl'd to 2 oreat
¢ Diftance, on all Sides, vaft great Stomes, that
¢ had been brought together for the intended
¢ Building 5 threw down the Houfes all round
¢ about 3 and turned topfy-turvy the Galleries,
¢« where Workmen in great Numbers were crufh-
¢« ed to Death. The Fire at the fameTime con-
« fumed the Hammers, Saws, Chiffels, and other
¢ Tools, which were lodg’d in a Place under-
“ ground : Streams of Fire ruthing out of the
¢ Farth, and running here and there, burnt and
« deftroy’d every Thing that came in its Way ;
« And yetthe obftinate *fews, prompted by their
« own Inclination, and in Obedience to their
«“ Emperor, would ftill attempt to carry on the
“« Work, till they were either forc’d back or
« confum’d by this miraculous Five”” Thefe Hif-
torians farther add, that for a2 Night and a
Day there appeared in the Air, from Calvary to.
Mount Olivet, the Figure of a Crofs, within a
Circle; the whole glorioufly illuminated 5 which
Appearance was like a Trophy fet up in Token
of a Victory obtain’d by “fefus Chrift over his
Fnemies. They all agree likewife in telling uss
that the'Cloathsy as well of Chriftians as Fews,
were at the ame Time imprefs’d with the Fi-
gure of the Crofs 5 which was {o beautiful that
no Imbroidery cou’d equal it ; and the Fews
with all the Pains they took, could not raze it
out. And, let me tell you, thefe Hifforians were

chiefly no Friends to the Orthodox Party neither;
Theo-
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Theodoret was once a Neflorian,® but repented
Socrates and Sozomen were both of them Nove-
tians i} And Ruffinus thew’d himfelfat one Time
of his Life,like an envious furly Presbyter,in re-
gard to the great St. Ferome. 'I'hefe Hiftorians
however, all liv’d ¢ or near the Time, when
this wonderfu! Event happen’d; and their Tef-
timony in a Matter of Fa, is therefore not to
be queftion’d.

B.’Tis certain this Account makes the Inzer-
pofition of Heaven fill more remarkable : But do
thefe Fathers of the Church, who liv’d at that
Time, defcend to fuch Particulars?

A, Cyril, Blthp of “Ferufalem, had a Fore-
knowledge given him by -Heaven of the Faé? 1n
general, as you may obferve from his Teflimony
I’ve given you already. St. Chryfoffom, ** who
fpoke of this Prodigy between twenty and thirty
Years after it happen’d, told his Auditors pub-
lickly, that many of them might have been
| Eye -witneffes of thefe Things; and he affurd
'em, that the Foundations were yet to be feen
all lying open, as well as the Remains of that
abandon’d Enterprize. And Gregory Nazianzen |
declar’d as openly, that at the Time of his
writing and difcourfing, thofe indelible Croffes
were ftill to be feen on the Cloaths of Few and
Chriftian,  And St. Admbrofe, in a Letter that

. he

* Deny’d that the Virgin Mary was the Mother of God, and
afferted two Perfons in Chrift.

+ Among the xxbapos, or Paritans.
*#% Ofat, 2, in Judzos.
t Orat. 4.
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he writ fome Years after to Theodofius, firnam’d
The Gieat, reminds him of this wonderful E-:
vent, as a L hing known throughout the Univerfe.
In thort, the. Fa& in gencral has been at all
Times fo well attefted, that we majf venture to
fay, fince the Days of the Apofiles, we meet
with nothing either in its {elf more affonifbings
or morc authentick, than this. And what was
the Effeét of this dreadful Repulfe that Fulian
met with? Nothing lefs than the Converfion of
grcat Numbersy both of Fews and Gentiles ;
who had been Spe@ators of iz, and forthwith
defird to be baptiz’d., And certainly ’twas a
noble Subjedt that St. Chryfoffom ¥ had on this
Occafion to preach upon, when he ‘told his
Congregation, “ that God was pleas’d to fhew
« the greateff Miracles for eftablithing the Di-
« wigity of his Son, at a Time when Hell it
« If made the greateff Efforts to {ubvert /7.
And furely it becomes us likewife to remember
the Words of our - blefled Savionr, 4 (let the
Times be what they will) Upon- this Rock [ upon
{uch Foundations whereby the Chriftian Religion
thou'd {oon be cftablift’d | will I build my Church,
and the Gates of Hell fball not prevail againff

it. |
B. Sir, before we take our Leave of Feru-

falem, pleafe to inform me, if you have any
good Authority, what State or Condition that

Picce of Ground is in (at this Time of Day)
where the Temple ftood ?
A We

* Hom. 4. in Mat,
+ Mat, Xvi,10.
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4. We bave as good Authority as we can
with for in that Particular: We have it from 4
worthy Countryman of our own, who wiew'd
the Piece of Ground (you enquire after) about
thirty Years ago: But both few and Chriffian
(it fcems) are fo far from having any ‘Thing
to do there, that they aré not allow’d {fo mich
as to tread upon it. For more Satisfattion,
P’ll give you the Paffage it felf,whichrins thads ;*
“ Thurfday, April 8. we went to fee the Palace
‘“ of Pilate, I mean the Place where they fay it
“ ftood : For now an ordinary Turkifp' Houfé
“ poffefles its Room. It is not far from the
“ Gate of St. Stephen, and borders upoh the
¢ Area of the Temple on the North Side. From
“ the Zerrace of this Houfe, you have a fair
“ Profpeét of all the Place where the Temple
“ ftood ; indeed, the only good Profpect that is
“ allow’d you of it : For there is #o going with-
“ in the Borders of ity without forfeiting: your
“ Life, or, which is worfe, your Réligion, A
“ fitter Place for an anguft Building, cou'd not
“ be found in the whole World, than this Aréa.
« Tt lies upon the Top of Mount Moriah,over-
« againft Mount Oljvet, the Valley of Yebo/a-
“ phat lying between both Mountaits. This
“ Area, as far as I cou’d compute by walking
“ round it without, is five Bundred and [eventy
“ of my Paces in Length, and thres bundred and
“ feventy in Breadth; and one -may fill difcern

P “ Marks

* See Mr. Maundrell’s Journey from Jlsppo ta Fernfdlémat
Eafler, 1697, p.106. ¥Fourth Edit.
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“ Marks of the great Labour that it coft, to cut
“ away the hard Rock, and to level {uch a {pa-
“ cious Area upon fo firong a Mountain, In
“ the Middle of the Ares {tands at prelent a
““ Mofque of an offogonal Figure, fuppos’d to be

“ built upon the fame Ground, where anciently
“ ftood the Sanctum Sancdorum, the Holy of He=

“ Jies. . And thus the Defolation [ball continu¢
fo the End.

-~ B. I blame my felf very much, in not having
réad that curious and entertaining Book: I find
he meafur’d the Place where the Temple ftoods
but cou’d not do it with that Exalltnefs to be
{ure, when he was not allow’d to go upon .
Pray, if you’ll excufe this Digreflion, let me
ask. one Queftion more: Did this ingenious
Counttyman of ours meafure the Circuiz of the
City? For that, as I take it, was in his Power.
A Tt wasfo; and Mr. Maundrel did accor-
dingly pace the Walls round ; and then redu-
cing his Paces to Yards, informs ‘us, that his
four thoufand fix bundred and thirty Paces,
amounted to jfour thoufand owe bundred and
fixty~feven Yards, which make juft zwo Miles and
a Half.*

B. I thank you: Therc’s one Thing occurs
concerning your Hiftorian dmmianns Marcellinus,
which 1 defire may be further look’'d into : You
gave 1t me, I remember, as Part of his Charaéter,
that his Abilities enabled him to make 2 Diffe-

(i {0~

* Ibid, p. 116:
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rence (though a Heathen) in the Charaters of
the Orthodox, or Catholicks, and the Ariaus at
that "T'ime of Day. If he was {o ftrongly attach-
ed to his Mafter fulian, who notorioufly protec-
ted the Arians, there’s Reafon to fufpect his
]udgment was biaffed in #heir Favour.,  But how
was it, or is there any Light in his Hlﬂory, as
to this Point?

A. There’s Light enough in this Matter to
fhew that he follow’d his own Judgment, and
not that of his Mafter ; whofe Errors, as well
as Vices, he fometimes animadverted upon. He
had no Relith at all for the Chriftian Religion
in general, in what Manner {oever profefs’d : He
ufes fometimes very opprobrious Language, and
makes it applicable to all Parties amongft them,
reprcfcntmg them as a Company of wild Beafls
in their Difputes with one another ; and, like
Gallio, He car’d for none of thofe Things : But ftull
his Judgment appears ; there’s a very remarkable
Charaéter given by him, as well of the Orthodox,
or Catholick Chriftians, as of the Emperor Con-
frantins, who was a grievous Perfecutor of them.
I heartily thank you therefore for reminding me
of this Particular ; and certainly I fhould be
wanting very much in defending the Caufe of
Primitive Chriftianity, if 1 omitted a Paffage,
which fo much Sincerity, Honefty, and Plain-
Dealing, as is feen in Marcellinus, has furnifh’d
uswith in its Favour. Our Hiftorian* then, ta-
‘king Notice of the Confufion .and Irrcgularltlcs

P2 - com-
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committed by Conflantius in religious Matters 3 in
proteéting the Arians; in often convening ‘em;
and by fuch repeated and irregular Mectings de-
fignedly opprefling the Catbolick Bithops; has
thefe memorable Words 5 which, as they come
from the Mouth of a Heathen, not biafs’'d by Fu-

lign, but following his own private Judgment,
cannot be liable to the leaft Objc&ion. “ Con-
“ flantius, fays he, made a ﬁrangc jumble in re-
« ligious Matters, by mixing filly fuperftitious
¢ Fancies with the Chriftian Religion ; which
“ is a Religion in itfelf fimple, and all of a-piece,
¢ without any fuch Mixtare : His Enquiries
“ into the Nature of that Religion, were ra-
“.ther. to perplex Debates, than to compofe
¢ Matters; which frequently occafion’d Divifions
¢ gnd Diflenfions amongft them: Thefe Divi-
¢ fions he fomented by verbal Altercations, of
“ Difputes about Hords. Thus he was continue
% ally harafling the Bifbops, whoingreat Numbers
« journey’d backwards and forwards, on Account
“ of what they call ‘their Sywods; where he en-
“ deavour’d that his own Will thould be 2 Law
“ And by this conftant Hurry and Fatigue of
“ Beafts, | as well as Men, | the publick Stages at
¢ 1aft could not hold out any longer.*

B 1

¥Chriftianam Religionem abfolutam & fimplicem anili fuperfti-
tione confundens [ Conftantius] in qua {crutanda perplexius quam
componenda gravius excitavit diffidia plurima, quz progrefla fu-
fius gluit concertatione verborum, ut Catervis Antiftitum jumentis
gublic‘i§ ultro citroque difcurrentibus per Synodos, quas appellant,
dum ritum omaem ad fuym trahere conatur arbitrium, rej vehis
culariz fuccideret nervos, Lib, 21,
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B. T defire to know, what your Hiftorian means
by thofe werbal Altercations or Difpu_tes- about
Words, which he charges Confantius with, as one
Method taken by him to foment Divifions ¢

A, The Meaning 1s plain enough to {uch as
are vers’d in Ecclefiaftical Hittory 5 Marcellinus,

tis eafy to apprehend, had an Eye to thofe two
noted Terms of Homooufis, 1. ¢. of the fuine Sub-

fance or Effence, and Homoioufios, i. e, of the
Jike Subfiance or Effence. "This Variation of one

Letter only was made a Handle for diftinguith-
ing the Catholick from the Arian, and was the
Occafion of great Diftraction and Mifery in the
Chriftian Church: And here it very well de-
ferves your Oblervation, where the Fault lay, in
making fuch a fatal Diftin¢tion amongft Chrifti-
ans j for, a great many well-meaning People
(to my certain Knowledge) have unwarily been
made to believe, that the Fault lay at the Door

of the Orthodox Party, in coining wew Words,
not to be met with in the Scriptares, and multi-

plying Creeds, not ferving to any other Purpofe
than to perpetuate Strife and Difcord in the
Church. Now, pleale to obferve 5 Marcellinus,
as he was a Greek, muft be allow’d to have un-
detftood the Scriptures of the New Teffament in
their original Lianguage ; and I think, ’tis as
little to be doubted, but that his fine Parts, and
liberal Education induc’d him to read them; if

only out of Curiofity, as well as his Mafter %~

" lian; nay, confidering the Honefty, Plainefs,

and Simplicity, that appear’d in Marcellinus, |
am

\
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am apt to think, he might have furmounted
the Difficulties of an unhappy Kducation, and
made a glorious Figure in the Chriffian Church,
as other Heatbens had done before him, had not
the violent Diffentions and barbarous Practices
which he obferv’d amongft the Profeiiors of an
excellent Religion, given juft Offence, and prov’d,
the great Stumbling—Block in his Way. We
may eafily imagine, this was the Cale with,
Thoufands as well as Marcellinus y and the Aii-
ans muft anfwer for it, as well as they can:

But this by theWay——Marcellinus knew, what
the Chriftian Religion in it {elf was, or elfe he
cou’d not have call’d it, as he does here, Reli-
gionem fimplicem & abfolutam, which I render a
Religion funple, purey, and unmix’d, and all of a4-
piece 3 (and let our Arians give a better Tranf-
lation if they think fit.) Marcellinus as plainly
ditinguithes the Notions that Conflantius had
in Religion (which he blended with the Chri-
flian) as idle filly Opinions: So he exprefsly
charges 5 confundens chriftianam religionem anilt
fupeiflitione.  Marcellinus kaew that the Word
Oufiay or Effénce, was not a Word coin’d by the
Cathdlicks 5 becaufe he found 1t in the facred
Writings 3 he knew the Catholicks maintain'd
(or rather thall we fay, he wasJudge himfelf from
thofe Writings ?) that the Father and the Sox
were there declar'd to be of the fame Effence ;
but then he obferv'd, that the Arisus evaded
this, in faying, that the Soz was not of the

fame but of a Jike Eﬂeﬂce with the Father :
How-
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However 1n the Judgment of Marcellings, we
are to reckon ?his was onc of Conflantius’s
[filly idle Opiwions j and indeed, how can it be
eftcem’d otherwife by any confiderate and un-
prejudic’d Perfon? For tho’ Sumenefs and Like-
nefs are Terms really diffcrent, and as fich are
applied to Things in general ; yet to fay, that
there 1s a Likene(s and not a Samenefs in the
Essence of Things, is, in my Apprehenfion,
little better than mecr Furgom, For what is
Effence in the Corporeal World ? Does it not .
arife from the various Contexture of the Parts
of a Body ? (which Contexture however we
are as little able to explain, as we are the Effence
of Incorporeal Beings,) But will it be faid, that
one Body may be of the Jike Effeirce with ano-
ther Body, and yet not of the fame Effence with
that Body ? Is not this telling us, that two Bo-
dies may have the very fzme Contexture of Parts,
(which conftitute their Effence,) and yet that they
may be only Jike and not really the fame with
one another in fuch Contexture ? Can any Thing
be more grofs or abfurd ? And therefore, as we
muft judge it very improper, to fay there may
be a Likenefs, and not a Samenefs in the Essence
of Bodies ; fo was it highly improper for the
Arians to ufe the compound Word Homoionfros
in their Difputes with the Catholicks ; for if they
would not allow of the Samenefs of Effence in
the Fgther and the Soz; they were told, no
-doubt, (or at leaft they ought to have been fo,)
that Likenefs of Effence is unintelligible Stoff;

1nor
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nor fhou'd any Perfon prefume to queftion 4
Myftery, who canadmit and defend fuch fucon-
fifencies.  "Tis plainy Marcellinus’s good Senfe
quickly difcover’d the weak, evafive Arguments
in the Arian Party ; or elic he wou’d not have
animadverted. with that Freedom, as he does,
upon the Conduét of Conflantius, who propaga-
ted thefe meer VERBAL Difputes; which he him-=
{felf muft know had nothing of Weight in them;
but ferv’d his Purpofe very well ; and that was to
opprefs the Gatholick Yarty: Excitavit diffidia
plurima, que-progrefla fufius aluit concertatione
verborum, Now, what is to be done in this Cafe,
think ye, when the wily Heretick by deceitful
Words is fapping the very Foundation, or fub-
verting the fundamental Truths of the Gofpel,
enfnaring many an honeft but unguarded Soul by
fuch Devices? Muft not the Charch of Chrift
affemble, as it did in the Apoftle’s Days? And
when affembled, are they not brought under 2
Neceflity of explaining, and ufing fuch Words,
as thall be judg’d moft proper to thew the Fal-
lacy of the Deceiver, and thereby to fettle Peo-
ple’s Minds in the Faith and Doétrine as con-
tain’d in the Holy Scripture ? When this is
done, private Judgment ought no longer to di-
fturb the Peace of the Church, But if Pride,
Arrogance, Difcontent, or an Affeétation of
Singularity (which were always the general Cha-
ra€terifticks of Herefy) have at any Time made
fuch Difturbance ; the Church hasbecn ever jus
flify’d in convening its Members,. and explain-

mg
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ing their Faith and Dotrines in fuch a Man-
wery as their Adverfaries made it meceflary for
et to do.  You {ee then where the Fault lay,
whillt Here/y and Schifin made fuch Havock in
the Chriftian Church; and whenever the Ob-
jection is made to the Orzhodox, in refpe& of
Councils, Creeds, and’ bard Words (as they call
’em) it ought to be remember’d by way of An-
fiver, that fuch Councils, Creeds and bard Words
had never been, if Se/f~Conceit, Pride, and Dif-
appointment had not firft of all made the Diftur-
bance, and oblig’d the Governors of the Chriffian -
Church to do what they did. 1 thank you for
your Patience in hearing mc out; and I hope,
confidering the watural Application made of
Marcellinus’s Declaration in favour of the Qrtho-
dox, no Part of what I have faid will be thought
a Digreffion.

B. Sir, I am firft to thank you, which I do
very heartily, for having now fully confiderd
our Saviour’s Prophecy rclating to Ferufalems
which you readily agree was not done, when
we met laft; and the farprifing Interpofition of
Heaven in blafting the Defigns of ulian, and
being 2 Truth fo well fupported on all Sides,
oives me very great Satisfaétion. Happy, thrice
happy werc thofe Thoufands you tok notice of
“few and Gentile, who were immediately baptiz' 4
upon this wonderful Event, and thereby had a
new Birth given ‘em, whilft Thoufands on the
- other hand Rad been juft before fecking their
own Death, 2d fotnd 7 in the moft ghalily

' Q Manner.
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Manner. The Clofe of your Difcourfe has {ur-
priz’d me very much; forI little thought that
Marcellinus wou’d have gone {o far in your Fa-
vour, as to the Diftinction he makes between the
Orthodos and the Arians; tho’ 1 think your
Hiftorians are pretty well agreed, that mome in
Fact have been greater Perfecutors than the Ari-
ans when in Power; and as to their Princi-
ples, befides the Inconfiftency of fuch a Spiriz
with that of the Gofpel, their Notions of Faith
and Dodrine muft be very odd, and ill-ground-
ed, when (as Marcellinus has remark’d, and you
juftly enforc'd) they take Refuge in {fuch an idle
verbal Diftinction to fupport ’em.  Adien )

A. Sir, I think we part too foon: Let me
obferve to you fome other Things relating to
“Julian, which are as well attefted as the former,
and are as much to the Purpofe in hand. ulian
had many Devices for extirpating the Chriftian
Religion ; but they all ferv’d to make more ma=
wifeft the Care of Heaven in preferving that Re-
velation which had been made to Mankind by
Fefus Ghrift.

B. A few Words engage me to flay longer
in this Place, and in fuch Company: Pleafe
then, before you tell me of Fulian’s Tricks, to

give me 2 fair and juft Charater of him, asto
his good or bad Qualities.

A, I think {fome of the Fathers of the Chrif-
t1an Church, in this Particular, are to be blam’d;
for they drew him in the moft frightful Colours ;
and becaufe they had his Memory in the utmott

Deteftation,
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Deteftation, they forgot or rather refus’d to do
him common Juftice. He was certainly a Man
that lov’d and encourag 'd Learning and learned
Men: "Tis plam, ‘twas his Delight from his
Youth to the Day of his Death, He was regular
In his Behaviour, fober, chatte, induftrious, liberal
and juft 5 his Eloquence and Skill in the Pls-
tonick Philofophy (which prevail’d at that Time)
Particularly diftinguith’d him, and perhaps it
may be truly faid, in that Refpect he equall’d,
if not exceeded his - Maflery or, as he us’d to
call him, his dear Brother Libanins, He had a
brisk lively Genius, free and eafy, fertile and co»
pious; the Learning he had acquir'd was polite
and curious, his Stile {mooth and pleafant, This
appears from his Writings yet extant; and no
where more, than in his Satire upon the Cefars,
and his Mifopogos; which are generally look’d
upon as his Mafter-Pieces. Befides all this, it may
be juftly faid of Fulian, that he was a Man in-
trepid ; he had Courage, and was well vers'd too
in the Art of War; of which he gave fignal
Proof in feveral Victories that he gain’d. But
on the other hand it muft be faid, and very
truly, that perhaps there was not then in the
World a more reftlefs, vain, f{uperftitious Per-
{fon than this fame %ulian 5 {fuch was the odd
Medley in the Compofition of this great wick-
ed Man! His Fondnefs or rather Madnefs for
~ all forts of Magick 5 tor Augury or Soothfaying

for cafting Nativities ; for Dreams, and all fortg
of Divinations, was incredible 5 accordingly vatt

Q. 2 Numbers
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Numbers of ufelefs Perfons (in Juliaw's Opinion)
with which Cosflantins had AlI'd his Palace,
were totally difcarded, and in their room were
plac’d Philofophersy Diviriers, and Quacks of all
Sorts : There wers #wo Perfons that had a perfect
Afcendant over him, and {eem’d to be his abfo-
lute Governours, even in the Affairs of the
Empire ; which were Maximus and Chiyfan-
thus. "There was nothing fcarce to be fecn or
heard any where, but Altars, Sacrifices, and
pronouncing this or that to be a good or a bad
Omeny “ulian himfclf was not atham’d fome-
times to carry the very Wood usd in {uch Sacri-
fices, and to help the old Women light and
blow up the facred Fire; as Gregory Nazianzen
juftly reproaches himj add to this, that he
would greedily pry into the Entrails of Beafts,
thinking to difcover how Things wou'd fall out
by fo doing ; and fometimes his deteftable Cu-
riofity carried him fo far, as privately to facri-
fice and pry into the Bowels of Men themfelves.

1
L

His extravagant Fancies went ftill farther; he
was firmly perfwaded within himfelf, that the
Soul of Alexauder the Great animated his Body;
induc'd thereunto by an Opinion (call’d M-
tempfycofis). which with him was as certain and
indubttable as any other in the World ; and ’tis
well known, this was what chiefly inclin’d him«to
enter into the Perfian War after the Example of
Alexander the Great, 1 think it needlefs to fay
any more, touching the Charaéter of this grand
Apoftate,who, as I obferv’d to you fomeTime ago,

a took
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took on him the facred Orders, and for fome
T'ime officiated in the Chuich. But the ftrange
Paffion he had for Idolatry, and for the moft
ridiculous Superfiitions, infpir’d him at length
with fuch a Hatred of the Cbryh'mz Religion,
that he wow’d its Deftruction 5 and if you pleafe
to remember, I told you at the Beginning of
this Conference, that when %alian came to be
fole Mafter of the Empire, he threw off the
Mask, as thinking the Time was come, when he
need be no longer upon his Guard in Matters
of Religion. But in truth, my good Friend, the
Time was rather come, when thro” his Oppofition
the Chriflian Religion was to fhine out in great-
er Luftre; and as the Miracles, on which the
Chriftian Religion is built, receiv’d a mighty
Confirmation from the Oppofition made by Fu-
lian, in attempting to. rebuild the Temple
which has been fully difcours’d of already 3 fo
the Dofrine, Purity, and Holinefs of the Chrife
tian Religion, (if you are pleas’d to allow e -
'T'ime,) fhall appear to have receiv'd as ftrong a
Confirmation from the Methods and Devices
us'd by Fulian to eftablith another Rellglon in
room of the Chriftian.

B. T thall think my Time very well {pent, if
you proceed and make appear, as you have pro-
pos’d.

4. 1 obferve then, that Fulian for the firlt
twenty Years of his Life, made an open Pro-
feffion of the Chriftian Religion ; and, as I'have
faid already, he was altually a Clergyman ; o

Wwas
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was his Brother Ga/llus too; and both of them
read Prayers publickly for fome Time, in the
Church, as we learn from Gregory Nozianzer
and Sozomene » Nay, Fulian went fo far as the
Toufure, and feem’d to be (in Appearance at
leatt) for leading a Monmaftick Life ; thereby re-
moving fome Umbrage that his Counfin German
Conftantius had taken at his Conduét, and was
judg'd to be the beft Method for preferving his
Life, then thoaght to be in Danger,

B. Pray what need was there of {fo much Cau-
tion in Fulian, confidering what Conflantius
really was himfelf?

A. "Tis true, Conflantius was an Arian; but
as great an Arian as he was, the Empire well
knew, that he had dreadful Apprehenfions of
Idolatry ; and that he had had a Miftrutt of Fu-
Jian for fome Time : He watch'd him narrowly
for that Reafon ; and if News had been brought
him that Fulian had turn’d Apeftate, he wou'd
have cut him off infallibly : His Brother Gallus
had met with the like Fate already, though
not upon thiec Account of Religion,

B. There was an odd Mediey, as you faid juft
now, in the Compofition of this #alian ; and
one woud think it not eafy to reconcile {uch
different Sentiments in ore and the fame Perfon.
— But pleafe to proceed, Sir,

4. "Tis true, at firft Sight ’ tis not eafy to
reconcile {uch different Sentiments in one Per-
fon: But mind the Sequel, and you'll find this
Matter unriddled plain enough, There were tao

grand
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orand Defigns which Felian had form’d to him-
felf, as foon as he became fole Mafter of the
Empire; the Execution of which feem’d to
have taken up his Thoughts the Remainder of
his Days: The one was, to humble the Perfian,
whofe growing Power had for {fome Time been
troublefome to the Romans; the other was, to
extirpate Chriftianity Rootand Branch, through~
out the whole Empire. "Lhe better to fucceed
in this laft Defign, which he had moft at heart,
he concluded with himfelf, that quite another
Method was to be taken for carrying on fuch 2
Perfecution, than what had been taken by his
Predeceffors Dioclefian, Decins, Maximinus,
Nero,and others.

B. Thefe Men did not want Cunning, nor
Abilities, you know, for doing Milchict that
Way; what then made Fulian take other Me-
thods ?

' A. T dare fay, you don’t queftion Cunning or
Abilities in Faliany and a little Refletion will
let you fee the Reafons upon which he concert-
ed zew Methods of Perfecution. He had gain’d
2 perfe® Knowledge of the Principles and
Pratices of Chriffians; had conversd a long
Time with ’em 3 more particularly with St. Ba-
fil, and Gregory Nazianzen 5 and he had tho-
roughly confider’d, and well weigh'd the Efta-
blithment and Progres of Chriflianity In the
World, notwithftanding former Perfecutions.
Thefe Things put together, he not only found

his Predeceffors had judg’d wrong in Point of
Policy,
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Policy, by taking fuch Methods as they did ; but
he found himfelf better qualify’d than they, by
taking #ew Methods for accomplifhing the fame
Ends,as they had in View. ulian’s Philofophy
therefore inftruéted him, that he ought not
to proceed with the Chriftians by way of Pains
and Penalties, and wholfome Severities, but ra-
ther with a Semblance of Equity, Reafon, and
Moderation? *Twas upon thefe Principles, the
fertile Genius of Fulian form’d his new Scheme
of Perfecution; which chiefly turn’d upon two
Stratagems, the blackeft and mott bellifh in their
Nature that cou’d be ; and of which the World
was pot then appriz’d, The firft was, by fecret
Pratices and underhand Dealings, to bring the
Nae of Chriftians into Cowtempt, as much as
poffibly he cou'd; fometimes zbey were to be
reprefented as a weak, filly Sort of People; and
a Queftion to be put, Whether they cou'd be
cur’d, and yet retain the Name ; fonictimes they
were forbid reading amcient Authors; whilft
“Fulian told ’em, that it thou'd be deem’d fui-
ficient to read Luke and Matthew 1n their Chur-
ches; who alfo for the Time to come fhou’d be
call’d Gallileans ; and as to their Lofs of Places
and worldly Goods, Fulian alledg’d in his own
Defence, that” he was putting ’em upon prace
tifing /iterally the Gofpel, and making the #ay
much cafier for ’em to Heaven. The othet
Stratagem, as notable, and as big with Mifchief
as the former, was, (the better to fupport Pa-
ganifmy which was declining a-pace) to intro-

duce,
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duce, without Lofs of Time, intothat Religion,
whatever was remarkably good and commendable
in the Chriffian ; fuch Parts of it, as he cou'd
not help being affeéted with himfelf; and tho’
Gregory Nazianzen in his Treatife againft %u-
lian, cxpofes this Attempt of Aping the Chri=
ftian, as abfurd and impoffible, yet the Matter
appear’d otherwife toour Apoffate; and he feems
to have laid the greateft Strefs upon this S¢ra-
tagem, as the moft likely to work his Ends;. and
therefore it ran very much in his Head, -howshie
might graft upon Heathenifm fuch Branches of
Chriftianity as he fhou'd think proper.

B. I am much of Gregory Nazianzen’s Opi-
nion, that IdoWoer/bip-and the Chriftian cou’d
not ftand long together: It muft be meer Infa-
tuation, indeed, to think of abolithing that Re-

ligion, which was at the fame Time to be made
ufe of to fupport amother ; and- 1 can’t deny,
but fuch a Procedure was giving freth Evidence
for the Truth of that Religion he was oppofing.
But pray let me hear how he went on with this
wild Project.

4. There’s a noted Saying, you know, that
when Heaven is determin’d to punifh, the Pre-
lude often is Infatnation. “Fulian was minded
to cftablifh amongft the “Pagans not only the
Order and outward Difcipline of the Chriftian
Church, but its Morals, Maxims; and Virtues,
that more peculiarly adorn’d it. Among all the
- pratical Parts, he labour’d moft, that the Hes-

thens thou'd copy after, or imitate the Ghriflians
' R Hl
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in Hofpitality; in the Carc they took of burying
their Dead ; in Charity ; in Purity of Manners,
and 1n Modefly 5 which were Graces that di-
ftinguithed the Gbriftian from the reft of Mankind,
“Fulian's Letter to Arfacius, Sovereign Pontiff
of Galatia,direting how hie and his Priefts thou’d
behave in thefe Matters, is well worthy our read-
ing : I fhould perhaps, be thought tedious;
fhould I repeat the whole ; which is here in my
Colletion of Teftimonies You may fce it at your
Beifure amongft Fulian’s Works yet extant :

You will likewife find Part of a fecond Lettes

to fome other Pontiff (not nam’d) which equally
deferves your Notice,

B.Did not Fulian, the latter End of his Days,
write a Book profefledly againft the Divinity of
%efus Chrift ? 1 think he did. I have heard
fome fay, that the Book was never anfwet'd ; and
that the Orthodox Party induftrioufly fupprefs'd as
much as they couldof it.  Pray deal ingenuoutly
with me, how ftands that Affair ? I fear, your
Caufe won't be much the bettery in anfwering this
Quettion ?

4: A great deal better, I do affure you, befoie
T have done with it: Not fhould I have fai'd
taking Notice of what you now propofe, before
we had parted. “Tis very true, “Fulian (fome
fay Maximus the Philofopher) did write fuch 4

Book, as you mention, full of Spite and Malice
againft the Perfon of Chriff; and our prefent

ot of Deiffs and Libertines are often out of Hu-
mour, bccaafc all the Venom of that Book has not

beent
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been tranfmitted to them ; and they are apt to
fancy fometimes, that their Gaufe fuffers very
much for want of it : Now as to their charging
this Lo/s upon the Orthodox or Catholick Party,
they may as well charge them with the Lo/s of
that great Number of Books which Photius has
eiven an Account of in his Bibliotheque : We
have thereExtrads only,and are forc’d to fit down
contented with the Lofs of the Books themfelves
But there is lefs Reafon to complain in regard
to Fuliaw’s Book ; for as the Baok was fully an-
fwer'd by St. Cyrill, and is fill extant, fo we fee
Fulian’s Arguments all the Way quoted ; and
’tis unreafonable after that, to fuggeft, that Gyril
has not done Jufticg to falian in fuch Quotations,
or that he has not confider’d all the main Objec-
tions brought by him againft the Per/on of Chrif,
The End and Defign then of Fulian’s Book, as
it appears, was to prove that our Saviour was 2
meer Man, like other Folks, inferiour in all Re-
{pets to the Demi~Gods and ‘Pagan Heroes 5 and
that boneft Fobn (as the Apofiate had learnt to
talk) was the firft, that took it into his Head to
give him the Name of God, €9c. And yet this
very Book ({o it happens) furnithes us, in a few
Words, with very {ubftantial Evidence for the
Truth of our Religion : For “ulian, at the
fame Time that he inveighs bitterly againgt
the Divinity of Chrifty dares not deny the Mira-
cles of Chrift, but, without any Examination, ad-
mits them to be true and real Faéfs 5 what he on-
ly labours at; is to leflen the Idea conceived of

R2 then
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them, and to obviate, as to their Confequences,
by roundly aflerting in a magifterial Manner, that
fuch Fafts were far exceeded by thofe of their
Heroes and Pagan Gods + And indeed, how could
“Fulian undertake to prove the Falfity of fuch
Miracles of our Saviour, without giving the Lye
at the fame Time to rwo Per/ons, whofe Works
he highly valued, and often copy’d after ’em? I
mean Celfus and Porplyry 3 who, both of them, in
the warmeft and bittereft Difcourfes which they
writ againft “Fefus Chrifl, in the fecond and third
Centuries, always acknowledg’d f{uch a fuperior
Power to have been in Him, as would fometimes
putthe very Laws of Nature out of Order, fays
Celfus 3 and at other Times make even the Gods
themfelves give way to bim, {ays Porphyry. And
there was Reafon enough for #heir making fuch
Acknowledgments : For every Thing concurr’d
for raifing and fixing fuch an Iges of Chriff in
People’s Minds. His wonderful Works were frefh
in a traditionary Way ; There were publick Mo-
numents ; there was the Letter of Tiberius;, and
there were the Archives, or publick Records at
Rome, whichy as Tertallian affures us, attefted
thefc Things in the fecond Century : Add to this
the wonderful Rapidity, with which the Chbrifs
tian Religion fpread itfelf over the Earth ; and
the Fasme of our Saviour’s Difciples working fuch
Miracles, as {fcem’d to exceed zhofe of their
Mafier, agreeable to what is faid in the Gofpe/ -
Greater Things than thefe ballthey.do, And thus,

: you

% Orig. Lib. y. Contra Celfum,
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vou fee, how much Good out of the Evi (intcnd-

ed by Fulian) accru’d to the Church of Chrift.
Yulian, in fhort, run-riot, as we fay, in thefeDefigns
for fubverting Chriftianity 5 and oncHiftorian* (a-
mongit others) whofe Z7me of living enabled him
to be Witnefs of the very Fa, aflures us, that
Yulian’s Rage carried him fo far as to deface and
pull down a fine Stazue of our blefled Saviour, that
had ftood above three bundred Years; and after-
wards fet up his oz in the Room of it.
. B. Such a remarkable Fa& naturally leads me
to ask you, how it ftands recorded by that
Hiftorian ¢
A. This memorable Statue was ereted at Ce-
farea Philippi by the Woman that had received
fuch fignal Mercies from the Sox of God, when
fhe was cur'd of her Bloody-Flux. 'This Statue
fhe plac’d before the Gate of her own Houfe,and
was minded in fuch a Manuer to tranimit to Pof-
terity her Gratitude and her Faith @ The Statue
was of Metal ; the Portraiture, it feems, natural
and lively 3 a long Mantle thrown about him ;
and his Hand ftretch’d forth to the Homan prof-
trate and imploring his Afliftance ; and beneath,
on the Pedeflal, was a Phenician Infcription,
{ctting forth in a few Words the miraculous Cure 5
which Infcription the Chriffians had taken Care
to brighten and clear up,when by the Length of
Time it had been dishgured.
B. Sir, my Affairs make the Time of parting

Nnow

* Eufeb, Eccl. Hift, Lib. vii. ¢. 18, Citatur hic Eufebii Locus
in vii Synodo. Vide que narrat Phiofforgins, Lib, vii. c. 3. & ex
fllo Niceplorus. Pales in Annot, -
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now neceffary ¢ I muft leave the Country to-
morrow ;, but fhall return in a few Days, and will
then foon pay my Refpeéls to you again: But
before I go, I muft remind you of one Thing,
that you juft hinted in our firf# Conference,* and
which I defire may not be forgot, when we meet
again : "1is concerning that merry Fellow Ly-
cian, whole Dialogues, you faid, fometimes fer-
ved to exhilerate and keep up the Spirits of our
Fraternity : Perhaps in that you judge right 5 and
I begin to think {uch Cwrdials are deceitful :
But what I mean, is this, that Lucias, you faid,
~ bad unawares given a Teflimony to one of the greas
teff Myfleries of our Religion, Let this be the
Topick, if you pleafe, to be firft confidered, when
I next give myfelf the Pleafare in waiting on you.

A. 1t is well remember’d 5 and T'll immedi-
ately mark it down in the Colle&ion for that Pur-
pofe. Give me Leave, before we thake Hands,
to offer a few Words, by way of Advice. You
fay, you are going out of the Country; it may
be very improper, perhaps, for me to ask what
Company may probably engage you; butif it be
any of your #ew Fraternity, let me cxhort you
to be very cautious how you converfe with them,
otherwife than your Affairs in Life may make it
neceflary fo to do. I think, you have already
feen, for the little Time we have fpent together
this laft Month, juft Reafon to believe the Gofpel
of Chrift; for you have had folid Evidence given
you, and more you may gill expeét from me,
| tor

* P.as,
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for the Truth of Chrifianity; and the Argu-
ments that have been us’d, feem to have made a
happy Imprefion on you: But remember, that
it behoves every Chriftian, though ever {o well
eftablith’d upon juft Grounds, in the Faith of
the Go/pel, not rafhly to expofe themfelves to
Temptation ; as you certainly do, if you mingle
your felf at every Turn in a free Converfation
with fuch, whofe Principles you know are di~
rectly oppofite to your own. 1 make no Que-
ftion but that there are many in the World, who
fancy themfelves fettled in the Principles of their
Religion; and yety by frequently converfing with
thofe, whofe Wit and Learning are for giving
every Thing a Turn in favour of Infidelity, have
{fometimes found their Faith fhaken. You can’t
promife your felf; that a prophene Jeft, fome
fubtil Objeétion, fome witty Burlefque on any
Part of the Bible, thall not weaken your Belief,
and make an unlucky Impreflion en your Spirits,
when perhaps you have not an 4nfwer ready at
hand to ward off the Foree of thefe Things.
But whenever the Providence of God plainly
calls you into fuch fort of Company, as it may be
often your Cafe j take care that no little Cavdls,
that may be rais’d againft particular Paflages in
the Bible, intangle your Thoughts, or fhake
your Faith; rather recolle®, and keep your
Mind intent upon the plain Force of Argument |
drawn from Miracles and Prophecies,inthe Man-
ner it has been hitherto difcoursd of between,
us; think often, how much fafer you arc in the

Profeffion
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Profeffion and Praétice of Chriftianity, than if you
fhou'd relinquith the Go/pe/, and change it for
mere Natural Religion, which you {eem’d {ome
Timeago tobe fo fond of. You fee that the Doc-
trine of Chrift contains every Thing in i which
Natural Religion pretends todifcover: But your
Deifts deny thofe very Parts of Chriftianity which
are neceflary to fupply the Defecls of the Lighs
of Nature. 'The Condition, indeed, of fuch
Men, is difmal : The Charge is heavy, but very
juft, as a pious and learned Writer has lately
drawn it up againft ‘em.* ¢ ‘They deny the
« dronement of Chrift, and the Pardon of Sin
“ through the Virtue of {uch Atonement 5 they
« deny Fefiis to be the great Prophet, and the Se-
« vionr of Mankind : Whereas he himfelf has told
« ys by Commiflion from the Father, If ye belicve
“.not that I am he, ye (ball die in yoyr Sins.”’
What 2 Blefling, think ye, muft fuch Subjeéts be
in a Chriftiau Country ? And {o, my good Fncnd
I take my Leave of you,

B. T heartily thank you for this good Adv1cc
and ferious Application; and IThope, by the di-
vine Affiftance, to makc a right Ulfe of both.
Adien, N .

:'ln"-
ai} b Y

" * See Dr. H’im.rs at@t ag i deli



AVING pubhfhd {ome

2@ Timeago, a imall Treatfe
8w in three Conferences,  being
"7 the Firf? Part of an Afpﬁggl?a
‘the Genuine Records ofHeatben and Jewe
ifh Writers in Defence of tie C/mﬂzmz Re-
ligiony 1 have -fince found it neceffary
to vindicate a very remarkable Teffimo-
1y of the Heathen Phlegon, (there infift
ed on,relating to the miraculous Eclzpfe
at our. Saviour’s -Paflion) -from rhe
groundlefs M1freprefentatzons of it, in
g late Differtation written by one -Dr.
| Artbur-ﬂfbhy Spkes ; and likewife defen.
ded by him, witha furprizing Qbftina-
| A2 Ys
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¢y, in his Difpute with Mr. Whiffon on
the fame Subject. That Gentleman has

thought fit to oppofe a Teffimony, that
has been apply’d in all Ages, for about
Sixteen hundred Years together, in be-
halt of our common Faith : So that An-
cients and Moderns,in this Relpelt, now
both ftand corrected of Weakue(sor Kna-
very ; and the World is told at the fame
- Time, That fuch Corretlion 15 the
proper Duty of a Minifler of the
Gofpel. |
It is a melancholy RefleCtion, (and I
{peak it with the deepeft Concern,) that
Infidelity is now known to Appeal, inits
own Defence, to the Sacred Order itfelf';
feen to rejoice in finding a Champion,
who has committed {uch an Infult upon
the whole Chriftian World, and yet cal-
ling him{elf a Friend to Chriffianity; la-
bouring (though his Labour be in vain)
todeprive Chriftians of one of the moft

glo-
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slorious Teffimonies that the Heather
World at this Day can probably afford us.
Will not the Deift and the Libertine be
apt to {ay, That this Divine has herein
outdone a Celfus,or a Fulian ¢ The lat-
ter, (who was firlt a-Clergyman, and
then an Emperor,) never durft make fuch
an Oppolition to Phlegon; becaule Phle-
gont in thole Days (near Fourieen hun
dred Years ago ) pafs'd every where for
a good Witnefs; no Body queltioning
the Evidence that he gave for a Prater-
natural Ecliple : And though the former
was o far reduced, in pont of Argu-
ment, that he could find no.other Name
in accounting for the many Wonders
at. Chrift’s Death, than that of Magick;
yet he was not {o hardy as to contro-
- vert this Telimony of Phlegon, when
it was urgd by Origen. It was then
a {ure Weapon, which Origen knew his

Free-Thinker could not fence agatnit:
For
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For it was well known, that Phlegon’s
Evidence deriv’d itfelf from the Roman
Archives; which our Englith Adver{a-
1Y, this Friend to. Chriftianity, had rather
thould be eall’d -Secret Accoumss. | See
his Dzﬂﬂt. P :"3 6. See -the ‘4th Conf.
‘below,. p. 98,U¢.] The firft Chriftian
Writers: often appeal’d to thefe publiok
Records in this Matter > -and; leile.Eihl.es
they judg'd it fuflicient -to. appesi . to
Phlegon-only; he having had. free Accefs
to them, by the Favour; of -his Rayal
‘Mafter Adrian, -when he began to com-
pole his Olympiadique Hiftory. But the
World 1s now told,  without the leaft
‘Hefitation, : that - thefe Primitive Wri-
-ters, fuch .as Fufiin Martyr, Tertul-
-Tian,. Lucian the Martyr, and .others,
- whilft they were.thus proving the Truth
of Chrithanity, or appealing to Pilate’s
 Afts, (which were lodg'd in thofe very
Archives,) did either fhew themfelves
{0
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{0 be weak, miftaken, doating, old Men;
or elfe (which this Gentleman would
tather have believ’d ) that they were
Infincére, in quoting fome Things that
were ot genuine, |See Dr.Grabe's Pref.
to Bifliop Bull's Defenfio, &ec. in rela
tion to fome 1dle Stories about Fuflin
Muryr,] to ferve THEIR CAUSE, (a8
he calls it,) which was defending our
Comuon Chriffianity ; as alfo, that fome
of them were too much addicted to
PUT upon “others, as his P/Jmfe 153
nay, farthet, (as he modeftly exprefles
himfelf,) that thofe ancient Chriftian
Writers of the Second and Third Cen-
tuties; had got 4 [curvy Trick, (he fays,)
of Lying for GoD’s fake. [See his Dif-

[ert. p. 39,40. hisDef. p. 21. ]
I am very {enfible, the following

Plea for Phlegon, as allo for thofe other
ancient  Writers, will be thought by
{ome to have too much Warmth in1t:

Iwill
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I will only fay, {uch Readers may
probably, and 1n reality be more ans
ory at the Argument, than the Zeal n
{fupporting this Caufe; which our Di-
vine owns, 1s a Caule of no [mall Im-
portance : And {urely he himielf ought
to remember the Apoitle’s Direction,
viz. That Rebuke, as well as Zeal,
may {ometimes become #eceflary. But
if neither he nor his Friends will al-
low of it in this Cale ; they will then
be obligd to cenfure the Judgment
and Conduct of the late Dr. Samuel
Clarke, n a Cafe of the like Nature;
who has dilcoverd an uncommon
Warmsh, has uled {evere Language,
if not bitter Invective, whilft arguing
with our Deifts and Libertines in his
Boyl’s Leltures ; — Thole very Lec-
tures, that gave thus Friend to Chriffia-
nity {o much Pain, till he had got
Polegon's and Origen’s Teltimontes both
- ftruck
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ftruck out of them ; as appears now
to be Faff, in the late Edition of
thole Leftures. If this -fhall not
be thought Apology fufficient for any
warm Expreflions upon'this Occafion,
the Reader may find more {aid upon
- the fame Subject, in the Fifth-Confe
rence, [Conf. V. Page 13,14, 15,23,
24, 25.] to which he s now re:

ferr'd.

However , be the Conftruion ; put
upon the following Papers what 1t
will, ’tis a frightful Scene, to leea
Divine of the Church of England plu-
ming, Upon an imaginary Vi&orj} over
the difinterefted Phlegon, who has trani-
mitted to Pofterity {uch glorious
Things concerning the Son of Gop,
beﬁdes this Account given of the E-
clipfe at his Paffion; To fee this Di-
vine, in his Writings, on the one

hand, telling each Libersine and Deifty
B That



PREFACE.
That he has derelted the ancient
Chriftian Writers of much Weaknefs
or a great deal of szwry s -and on
the other hand bidding every fins
cere, honeﬂ-hegrtcd Chriftian belisve,
that in doing this, he has been 4o
ing real Service. to. the Caufe of Chrift ;
“ remeoving (as he calls it,) an Oc-
¢ ca;ﬁo‘n’ of Triumph out of thé Way
“ of our Adverfaries.” Let him not
flatter himfelf; for a hetle Obferva-
tion may convince -him, that thofe
Gentlc,men whom he miferably mif-
calls by the Name of #1s Adverfarze:,
would not only have him proceed in
controvertmg fuch Teitimonies for
Reveald Rellgwn, but are pleas'd to
ﬁnd, that fuch a Method, fuch a
fort of Oppolition as this, is at laft
judg d a proper ExPedlent for putting
a Stop to thelr avow’d Infidelizy, |

N - The
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The Reader is defird to indulge a
Second. Hearing to the injur'd Phlegon ;
and 'tishoped, his Evidence, as now ‘g;ven
in by, ducients and Moderisi, will, by
this Contrafle, appear m a ltronger
Light ; and that thofe Renown'd Fi-
thers of the Chriftian Church will
alfo, in the following ‘_Défence ap.
prove themfelves to be (What' they
really are) Men of the fricteft Pi-
ty, moft extenfive Knowledge, found
]udgment and unqueftionablé Inté
grity ; by wlucl Means the Reader
will be bettet able, not only to Guefs
at the ill Defigns of this Amz-Pleegomﬂ
from his having afpers d themn in o vife
aManner ; but to fee this gréat Tritth
of Phlegon, concerning a miraculpiis Darl;-
nefs, more effeCtually recommendmg
itfelf to the World ; and the higheft

Proof given, that no falfe 4 & have
B P : bEel‘l
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been made ufe of in the Vindication
cof it ,

The Fourth Conference, in the fol-
lowing freatile, which contains the
Eirft Paxt of the Defence of Phlegon’s
Teftimony, was drawn up fome Time
laft Swmner; and then, upon fecond
Thoughts, 1t was laid afide ; imagin-
ing that Dr. Sykes would have been
fatisfy’d with what Mr. Whifton, juft
at that Time, had publifh’d, for thew-
ing him his Error. But the Doltor
having lately, by his Dq,eme let the
World fee, that his Firf Error was
to be obﬂmqtely maintain'd by the
Commuflion of many more ; it being
Likewife obferv'd, that Mr Whiffon had
neglected to wipe oft thole foul Afper-
fions which the other had caft upon
Fuftin Martyr, Tertullian, &c. as alfo
that Mr. Whifton (at the Time of wri
ting his Vindication of Phlegon’s Tefti-

mony)
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mony,) appears to have known no-
thing of the #wo Epocha’s in Tiberius’s
Reign; which 1s the very Key for
{olving thofe Difficulties which his An-
tagonift had rais’d about the Time of
the Death of Chrift, and concerning
the Application of Phlegon’s Eclipfe :
Upon thele Confiderations, I have ta-
ken the Liberty to poftpone, for a lit-
tle Time, what I had promis'd in a
Preface to the three tirlt Conferences,viz.
a Confirmation of the Genuinene[s of
the noted Text, (1 Johnv. 7.) Thereare
Three that bear Record in Heaven, &c.
from two valuable MSS. The one
contains the judicious Remarks of the
late learned Dr. Cave (Canon of Wind-
for) upon the Teffimony of Lucian, or
{ome other Heathen Writer, who ap.
pears to have been acquainted with
that Text, at the Beginning of the. Se-
cond Century. The other 1s the Verona:

| | - MS.
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MS. of Aur. Caffiodore, (who was for -
fome Time Prime Minifter to Theodorick
the Great,) lately publilh’d with great
Exalinefs, by the Honourable Scipio
Maffei, a Perlon well known to the
learned World.  In this MS. we have
not only the exprels Words of St. Fohn,
(1Ep. v. 7.) recited by Caffiodore in the
Complexiones, '(above Twelve hundred
Years ago,) but we are aflured by the
{fame learned Author, in another Part
of his Works, that the beft and moft
“ancient Greek Copies of the New Tefta-
ment, (even in thofecarly Days, ) as well
as the molt ancient Verlions, were care-
fully confulted, and compar’d with each
other ; which makes Caffiodore’s Tefti-
mony {lill ftronger : For thole ancient
Authorities appeal’d to by Caffiodore as
SucH, miy fairly be fuppos'd to rife ag
highas the Time of the Heathen Lucian
Inmfelf So that thele two MSS. icem

fuckily
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luckily to conipire in eftablithing the
Genuinenefs of this Text, | Id Monachis
fuis prazcepit Caffiodorus, ut prefantiffie
mis, O Grxci etiam Textns collatione
vepurgatis Codicibus userentur 5 wtque, in
ambiguis Locis, duorum vel trium PRis-
CORUM, emendatorumyq; Codicum Aucto-
vitas inquireresur. Iplum Caffiodorum
in primis idem preftitifle, quis ambi-
oat, inquit Maffeius 2] I find one
M. Samuel Chandler (a Non-Conforming
Teacher,as I am inform’d) endeavour-
ing to invalidate Caffiodore’s Teftimony
in this Matter; but there will be no
great Dufhiculry in remsving his Objec-
tions; for he is only, like another 4usi-
Phlegonif?, doing an imaginary Piece of
Service for our Free-Thinkers, After
{uchRemoval, there will bea thorough
Enquiry made into, and full Proof gi-
ven of the great Infincerizy of iome mo-

dern
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dern Wnters, i their Way of treatmg
on this controverted Text. The Third
Part will be {een in two Conferences, now
ready for thePrefs. There will be {ub-
join'd a Letter {ent to the aid Scipio
Maffei at Veramz, upon the Sub]e& of
this MS. and his Anfwer, containing fur-

ther Inforrnatlon about 1t, 1f tlmely
rcccw d.

C O N-



XVii

T HE

CONTENTS

The Firt PAR T.

CoNFERENCE I,

the Creation, does not alt confiftently

with the fundamental Rule, he prefcribes

to others, viz. That we are $o ufe thofes

Faculties, which God bas given s to judge

with, after the befp Manser we can.

Page 4to 12

Mr. Lock, by the Help of thofe Faculties, ac-

~ knowledges a Revelation, and rejoices in the
Light of 12, 7, 8

When by Reafon, or the Ufe of our Facultlcs,
the Truth of Revelation appears ; then the

Bithop of London’s Inference, in his q)ay?oral
Letter, becomes inconteftable. 9

Fuis well attefted by Heathen, “fewifb, and . thq' '

firt Chrittian Writers prove uadeniab} J the
b Truth

THE Author of Chriflianity as Old as



XViil The CONTENTS.

Truth of Chriftianity ; and Falts {o attefted,
demand out sudging of them according to
thofe Faculties which God has given us to
fudge with, Page 12 to 17
The Teftimony of Phlegon, a heathen Writer s
a remarkable Faf, well attefted, to prove the
miraculous Ec/ipfe at Chrift’s Paflion, 17to 37

Three Fragments of Phlegon yet remaining 5 pub-
lithed with Notesy by Mewrfius, in Gronovius’s
Greek Antiquities, 17 to 20

Lucian the Martyr, Tertullian, and others, did
appeal to the Roman Records, in regard to
to this Tcftimony of Phlegon, 21, 22, 23

The Paflage in Phlegon laid down, as it is
in Eufebins, and in Meurfius, at large,

| 24, 28, 29

Phlegen alfo takes Notice of PrediFions, re-
lating to the Deftruction of Jerufalem. 26

Bodin, the Free-Thinkers Objeftion to Phie-
gon’s ‘Teftimony, in point of Time. 27 to 32

An Objettion to Phlegon’s Teftimony ; that he

docs not fay (in Enfebius) it was Full-Moon,

when his Ec/ipfe happened ; and thercfore
~ might not be a Supernatural one. 32,33, 34

An Eclipfe at the Paffover could not be, but
- when the Moow was at the Full, The judici-

ous Mr, Weemfé's Obfervation, 35, 36
The Teftimony of Thallus, another Heathen

Writer, for proving the miracalous Darknefs
at Chrift’s Paflion, 28

The



The CONTENTS. XIX

The Teftimony of Fulius Africanus, an eminent
Hiftorian and Chronologer, who lived not
long after Phiegon. Page 39, 40

An Enquiry, whether the Darknefs was uwi-
ver/a/ at Chrift’s Paffion: Some Chinefe Hif-
torians appeal’d to, 41,t0 45

Tertullian and Origen’s Teftimony in .relation
to this wonderful Darknefs at Chrift’s Paffion;

the one appealing to the Roman Records,
the other expre(sly mentioning Phlegon.

45 t0 47
The Teftimony of Diomyfius the Arsopagite in
this Matter, not #ow infifted on, 48

Adyvice to follow the Ru/e laid down by the
Author of Chrifianity as Old as the Creation,
viz. ‘“ To continue ufing thofe Faculties
“ which God has given us to judge with
¢ after the beft Manner we can,” 49

-ﬂ

CoNFERENCE L

H E Prophecy concerning the Deftruction of
Tﬂ:?emfalem, a very ftrong Proof of the
Truth of the Chriftian Religion, . §2ta.54

Why the Difciples fo much admired the Struc-
ture of the fecond Temple., 54 to 56
‘The Jiteral Accomplithment of this Prophecy
- tranfmitted to Pofterity, by fwo of the moft
- o b2 eminent



%Y The CONTENTS.

eminent Hiftorians that the ews and Romans
had, viz. Fofepbus and Tacitus Page 58
Some Account of Zacitusy and how he and
other Heathens came to think {o hardly of
the Chriftian Religion. 58 to 63
Three Fattions in Ferufalem, all in Arms, de-
firoying one another, when Titus firft began
the Siege. 65.
The Siege lafted near e Months. An Account

of the Mifery, Famine, and Infatuation of
~the Befieged. | 66 to 69

Titus ufes %Fofepbus the Hiftorian as a Medis-
tor between himfelf and the obftinate Fews,
The Iluc of the Mediation. 70, 7¥

The Numbers that perifhed 5 and how the Di-

vine Vengeance purfued the Fews after the
Siege was over, 74 to 78

Both Tacitus and Fofepbus acknowledge, that
there was in thefe Procecdings fomething truly
miraculons and dsvine, 79

Remarkable Prodigies and Craelties in the Pro-
fanation of the Temple, between rwo and

three hundred Years before this final De-
ftruction 8o

Several Prodigies recorded by Tacitus and
others, that alfo preceded this Deftraction of the
Tews. 81 to 82

Tistus’s Behaviour at the.taking of the City;
and afterwards acknowledging himfelf to

have



The CONTENTS. XXl

have been the Infirament of God; and re-
fufing Addreffes, &c. Trrus end his Father’s
Monuments. Page Bg to 86

St. Pater and St. Paul’s Prophecy of this Do~

ftraction of the Fews, as recorded by Lac-
tantius, when they were delivered up to

Naro, 87

CoNrERENCcE 1lL

HE Prophecies rclating to the Fews far-
ther dtﬁ:ﬂﬁd fuch s are ye# accomplifh=

1ng. ' 90, 91
:}‘ﬂlmﬂ 8 Intcntlons to clude the Force of fuch
Prophecies. 92

Ammianus Marcellinus, an eminent Heathen
Hiftorian, the chicf futbority made ufe of in

this Matter. 93
juhan s Kfforts and Artxﬁcc for rebuilding
the Temple, 95 to 99

The Event of this Enterprize of Yulian, as re-
lated by Marcellinusy with the concurrent
Teftimony of three Fathers contemporary
with Fulian. 100 10 104

An Account of the Piece of Ground where the
Temple ftood, as given us by Mr. Maundrell,
A.D.1697. - - 103, 106

Ammianus



xxit The CONTENTS.

Ammianus Marcellinus's Abilities enabled him
to diftinguifh between the Ortbodox and the
Arians. Page 107

The Judgment pafied by Marceliinasin this Mat-
ter; and what he means by the Chriftians dif-

puting about #ords 107,108
A proper Remark upon this Paflage in Marcel-
linys 109 to 113

A juft Charaéter of Fw/ian, and his many De-
vices for cxtirpating the Chrifiian Religion.
114 to 122

Fulian writ 8 Book profefledly againtt the D:-
vinity of Jefus Chriff. The Free-Thinkers
complain of the Lofs of that Book. 122 to

' 124

fulian defaced a fine Statue of our blefled
Saviour, and fct up his ows in the Room of
it. 125
Some Short Adviee, as to Converfation. 127



XXil1

CONTENTS

The Second PAR T.

.

ConrFeErENCE V.

HE Free-Thinkers Way of arguing con-
cerning the Ufe of thofe Faculties whick

God has givem us to judge with, farther
confidered and expofed, ~ Page 3to7

Dr. Prideaux’s two Reflettions, ufeful in argu-
ing with the Deifts, I0to 12
‘The Oppofition made to Pblegon’s Teftimony
by Dr. Sykes, {poke to in general, and Lg-
cian’s Teftimony poftponed, 12t0 17

Dr. Sykes has reprefented the Primitive Fathers,
as well as modern Writers, as doing Differvice
to Chrifiianity, in applying Phlegon’s Paffage.

18

Had Thallus (a Heathen Writer ) his Wéi’ks

~ been extant, which are quoted by Africanns,

~ there had been no Room for Dr. Sykes's
Quirks and Quibbles about Phiegon’s Tefti-

~ mony. 19
Thallus’s



XX1V The CONTEN TS,

Thallus’s Authority from Afrivanus confidered ;
as allo Africanus’s citing Phlegon about the
Words [ Full-Moon.) ~ Page 19 to 22

A fummary Account of what pafled in the firf}
Conference concerning Phlegon’s Teftimony,

23 to 28

Grotius’s Application of this Teftimony of
Phlegon to the mzmmims Darknefs at Chriff’s
Paflion. 23't0 32

Huetius’s Application of Phlegon ; and his Rca-
foning concerning this miracujous Darknels,

3310 41

Remarks upon Bodin, Scaliger, Voffius, Keplet,
.. and Origen inthis Matter; with an Application
to Dr. Sykes 42 t0 49

The Paffage in Mr. 7 b ifion’s Hiftorical Me-

. moirs relating to this Matter, confidered and

_applied. 49 t0 56

The Charaers or Defcription of Phlegon’s and
ch{crsEcllpfc, as compared by Mr. Whifton.
o | 37 1059

In Mr. Whiflon’s Opinion, Dr. Clarke was work’d
upon fume other Way, than by the printed At-
ments of Dr. Sykes. 59 to 62

Dr. Sykes’s Obje@ion fromthe Difference amongft
the Fathers about the Time of Cbrifi’s fuffering,

'~ "confidered. 63 to 68

The learned P. Pagi, his Charadter, Reafon-
ing, and found Jydgment upon fuch Diffe-

rence amongﬂ the Fathers. 69 to 7%
Freneus vindicated from the Afperfion of “Dr.
S]kﬂ'. ’ 72 to 74

'  The



The CONTENTS. XXV

The rough Treatment given by Dr. Sykes to
four very eminent Writers; all in one Para-
graph. Page 75 to 73

Philoponus, his Charaller; when he lived; his
Evidence very ftrong for Phlegon’s Sz;perm—
tural Bcliple. 78 to 86

Mr. Whifte’s Omiflion of the Word Loxp in
Philoponus’s Teftimony. 81

A farther Dcfcncc of Fuftin Martyr and Ter-
tullian, 87to 9o

Bp. Pearfon’s Argument for this Purpofe, to
provc the Genuinenefs of the early Acrs of

Pilate. 90 to 97
The reafon why Dr.Sykes would have the Roman
Arebives to be called Secret Accounts, 68, 99

The Paflage in Tertullian not fairly recited by

Dr. Sykes. 100 to 105
Dr. Sykes s Objecion to Fuftin Martyr anfwered.
105 to 108

Mr.. Whifton’s Remarks very juft upon Origen’s
Latin Commentary, that Dr. Sykes relies upon

{o much. 108 to 110
The Extent of thzs Darknefs at our Saviour’s

Paflion farther confidered, by comparing what
the carlieft Greek and Latin Writers have

- faid upon that Sobjedt, I11to 114
Remarks on what thofe ancient Writers have
{o faid. 114 t0 117

‘The Reafon why Dionyfius the Areopagite’s
Epiftle to Polycarp is here quoted; and Dr,
- dykes’s Tufincerity thewn, 118 t0 132

C No



XYV The CONTENTS.

No Marks of Spurioufiefs in that Epiftle; a
large Extract from the Epiftle itfelf. 132 to
Page 140

The Chinefe Affair farther enquired into: A
Proof from their Lauguage, (as tranfmitted to
the Royal-Society, ) that they had a Know-
ledge of a cracified Saviour. 141 to 153
A Proof from two Diflertations lately written
by two learned Chinefe Fathers, P. Bouvet and
P, Gaubil, that the Chinefe Annals have bore
Witnefs to the preternatural Darknefs at

- Chrift’s Paflion. 153 to 171
The wonderful Eclip/e taken Notice of by He-
rodotws 5 with Calvifius’s Judgment upon 1t.
172 to 175

Dr. Samuel Clarke’s Underftanding was incapable
of recciving any fort of Comviction by fuch
weak Arguments as Dr. Oykes has offered
to the World; whence it is reafonably con-
cluded, that his %7/ muft have been tamp:red
with, 176,177
Dr. Sykes ought to explain himfclf, as to fome
Expreffions relating to Faftin Martyr and
Tertulliany in which Tan. Faber, and Dan.
Zuicker may probably help him out, 177 to180
Juftin Martyr and Tertullian’s Way of proving
the Divinity of our blefled Saviour; they are both
vindicated from fome Refleftions. 181 to 186
Some Account of Tertuilian’s Montanifm which
Failure can by no Means juftify Dr. Sykes in
his Reflections. 187 to 190

Daillt



The CoONTENTS.  XYvi

Daillé, an Author much valued by the Free
Thinkers 5 and yet, in Matters moff matcrial,
they dare not admit what he fays. Page 191

The Priefthosd traduced in a late impious
Pamphlet; whercin a Clergyman 1s perfonateds
in vending the moft horrid Blafphbemy and

Profanencs. 195, &dc.

CoONFERENCE V.,

H) . Syke’s Defence of his Differtation con-
cerning Phlegon’s Ecliplc animadverted on
In general., Pag. 2,t0 6

- Four Sorts of Deifts confuted from thofe Lec-
tures of Dr. Clarke, that have been latcly
caftrated, upon the Perfuafion of Dr, Sykes

6, to 21

Our Free-Thinkers, as often as they fee Dr.
Clarke’s Bufloin the Royal Hermitage, thould
refle@ upon thefe unanfwerable Arguments
againft Deifin. 22

Dr, Sykes’s Abufing the Primitive Fatbers, made
ufe of by the Deiffs, as a Handle for their not
giving fo much Credit to Dr. Clarke’s Argu-
ments in Defence of Divine Revelation in
general. 22, 23

Dr. Clarke's Ammadvcrf' ons on the Conduct of
the Deifis, now=a-days call’'d Railing, &e.
23, 25

c2 A Re-



wxviii  Ive CONTENTS.

A Remark on Mt. Locke’s Humility, compar'd
with that of Dr. Clarke, as to the Myflerious
Truths in Chrifitanity. Page 25, 26

A Pyflage alledg’d (feemingly in favour of
Dr, Clarke) {rom his Boyle’s Le&ures with
Remarks upon 7. 26 to 28

The Paffage concerning Phlegon’s Teftimony,
recited at length from the Seventh Edition of
Dr. Clarke’s Boyle’s Letures 5 and the Cafe
thercupon ftated, as being ftruck out in the 8th
Edition, by the Means of Dr. Sykes 28 to 33

"The greateft Diffica/ty with which Dr, Sykesamu-
{es his Reader concerning Phlegon’s Eclipfe,
arifes from different Epocha’s in Tiberiusy
Reign. | 34't0 37

This Chronological Difficulty more ftridtly en-
quir'd into ; adjufted from the Obfervations

of P. Pagiy and Dr. Sykes is fully confuted ; the
Matter being firlt ftated in bis own Words.
38 t0 44

P, Pagi’s Judgment upon Afronomical Calcula-
tions, in rclation to the Time of Chrift’s Paf-
{10m. 44 to 47
The 1fJic of the Debate about the Year of Phie-
gon’s Eclinle, asftated tn Dr, Sykes’sown Words,

48
Africanus’s Opinion about the Time of Chrift’s

Death, farther confider’d. 49 t0 §2

Dr. Sykes’s Notion about Original Teflimonies

cxamin’d. 53 to 56

Morewas faid inPhlegon’s Olympiads, concerning

this miraculous Eclipfe, than what is recorded

by Eufebius. 56 to §8
Parti-



The CONTENTS. XXIX

Particular Extrads from {ome ancient Writers,
to prove this. Page 58to 65
An Argument form’d upon {uch Extreds; aad
the Genuinenefs of them aflerted. 65 to 67
Africanus’s Teftimony eftablifh’d, againft M.
Whiflonyapon the Authority of the Royal MS, of
Syncellus 5 with a Vindication of Symcellus,
67 to 72
Dr. Sykes allows this Teftimony of Africanus to be
genine and blames Mr. # bifior for his Doubts
about it 5 only modeftly affirms, U hat dfricanus
was onc of thofc that cou’d /ye for Gop’s fake.

| 72to 74
The Mifchief done to Religion by fuch bafe
Reflections. 75

Scaliger’s Variation from the Royal MS. of Syn-
cellus confider’d, in relation to Phlegon’s
Teftimony. 75 to 78

Mr, W biflon and Dr. Sykes their Doubts about
rendering the Words xald 78y pgéror and xa]d 73
Juraldv, remark'd upon. 78

Dr. Sykes his Argument from Origes's Latin

Commentaries, very weak in feveral Refpects,
L . 79, 8o
The Teftimonies from Tertullian and Dionyfius’s

Epiftle toPolycarp farther defended. 8oto 83
Remark on the Extrad® fromthe Chronicon Alex.
- 83, 84

Remarks-on the falfe Comclufions drawnby Dr,
Sykes from the {everal Calculations that were

{ent him, 86 to 88
A falfe Charge upon Mr. Whiften concerning
Phie-



XXX The CONTENTS.

Phlegon’s Ecliple, as well as upon the ancien®

Chriftian Writers. Page 89 to 91
Dr. Sykes’s Averfion to thofeancient Writers 3 and
why € 91, 92

The fame appears from Dr. Clarke’s Works 3 Dr.
Sykes call’d upon to do Jaftice to him, as well
as tothe injur’d Fatkers of the Chriftian Church.

92 to 94

Two Tefl-Pafluges propos’d to the Confideration

of Dr.Sykes, trom Juflin Mareyr and Tertullian:
- 04, to 101

‘Dr. Clark’s Arguments for the Teffimony of

Phlegon, and Dr, Sykes’s Reafons againtt i,

[ummarily propos’d tothe Reader. 102t0’104

Lacian’s Phil--Pasris, together with the two
MSS. of Verona and Wind/or, thortly to be con-
fider’d, and apply’d, inthe next Conference.

109, 106

Mr. Martin of Utrecht, had he liv’d to fee the
Verona MSS, would have made the like good

- Ufe of #,as he has done of the Greek MSS. at
Dublin. 107, 108

- Mr. Emlyr’s Addrefs to both Houfes of Comaoca
tion, to have this Text, (1 Fobnrv.7.) ftruck

~out of the Bible; and upon Non-Corpliance of
the Convocation, there has been a late Edition
of the New Teftament, wherein that Text is left
outs as Phlegon’s Teftimony is in the Boyle's
Lectares of Dr., Claike, 109, 110

A hearty Wifh that the Convocation might foon

~ remedy the growing Evils of Deifin and Pro-

 fanenefs, | 112

Coxe



AN

APPEAL

TO THE

Genuine Records.

PART II.- CONFERENCE 1V.

makes the Vifit more agreeable. You

are welcome into the Countty again,

Plcafc to walk up to the Room you have been
{0 long 4 Stranger to. .
B. ’Tis true, I -have been that Stranger 5 but
very unwillingly, Family Affaits muft bé
minded : And #hsa made it necefiary. The
Lofs, certainly, is on my Side 5 and Loften res
gretted it during my Abfencé; - What 2 fecret
Pleafure does the vety Sight of this Room give
me! for I am tow recolleting the thice Days
Converfation we had in it about a Year and a

ha\f ago. What you {aid the laﬁ Day, made

43 -4 B G- 2o i very
ik
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A, GO OD morrow, Sir : This early Hout
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a Very ﬁrong Impreflion: I very well remember,
you obferv’d to me as much, at parting, I have
Reafon to think, it will be fome Satisfadtion
to you, when I fay, that Time hath not worn
it off ; and, T hope, never will. I began to re-
flect, in the beft Manner I could, upon what
had paffed between us; and in a little Time I
ventared to engage (theugh perhaps that was
not fo prudently done) with the younger Sort
of our Free-Thinking Gentry ; 1 mean, that So-
ciety, which I was fo lately a Member of.
‘What made me think myfelf a Match for thefe
Gentlemen, was that known Indolence 1 had
been fo long acquainted with mylelf, and a
{uperficial Sort of Learning, which they ufually
content themfelves with, They are, in the ge-
neral, a very complying fort of Folks, if you
don't trouble them with Arguments that in=
terrupt 4 licentious Courfe of Life. They very |
often look no farther than what prevails mof
amonglt thofc they converfe with, It was my
own Cafe lately: And I am now cvery Day
convinced, more and more, that *tis this giddy
‘Humour, which carries fuch Numbers away
into Infidelity,

A. Ivery well remember, when we laft fhook
Hands, I thought it feafonable to caution you
againft fuch Adventures as thefc: But fince
you feem to have come off fuccefsfully, and.
talk with fo much Courage upon the Matter;
(whi-hy you may affure yourfelf, gives me the
higheft Satisfattion ; ) let me ask you, in what

‘Manner
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Manner your gtondam Fraternity treated you,

when you let them fec, by good Arguments, that
you had juft Reafon to defert them.

B. They took up their well-thumbed Quar-
#0 *, and immediately told me out of it, that
1 did not #fz thofe Faculties that God bas given
us to judge with, after the befi Maunner I was
#ble 1 5 nor would they hearken to thofe Con-
ceflions of Mr. Lock ||, iz that He gratefully
received and rejoiced in the Light of ReverLa=
TION, which fet bim at reft inmany Things, the
Manner whereof bis poor Reafon could by no
Means make ont, They had the Aﬂurancc to
infinuate, if not f Ay dlrcéﬂy, that in fuch 1
Way of Thinking as minc, I was negledting
my own Intercft; that I was entirely out of the
Fafbiony and that it would much better become
‘me, and turn more to my Advantage, in put-
ting myfelf into a Drefs that was modifh and
genteel to appear in, than to hearken to fuch
credulous Folks, asthey perceived I had been
lately converfing with,

A. I'm glad you turned Mr, Lock’s Wea-
pon upon your young Gentry. They would
have been much better plealed, if you had cn-
tertained them. with fome Juvenile Excurfions,
and other Foibles of that great Man, ‘The
Bifhop of London has often quoted him in his
Pofloral Letters; and, that you may be bet:
ter arm'd for the future; pray obferve carefully

B 3 Ray

Cbr:ﬂmmry as old as tge Creatigi,
1 p. 3,

1o L p 3340575,
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how his Lordthip has applicd the {everal Paf-
fages he has quoted. For my part, I think
this one golden Sentence, that you urged, juftly
demands his Buflo in any Roya/ Library., But
what fad Reafoners arc this guondam Fraternity
of yours? They argue from Numbers, from
Fafhion, and from worldly Intereft, without
any regard to future Rewards and Punifhments;
and they would have you believe, that they are
the Pcople, who «fe thofe Faculties that God
bs given them to judge with, after the beft Man-
pier they are able, As to Credulity, which their
Inflrudors have taught them to objeé to you;
I defire, when you fee them again, that you
would bid them ask their Maflers for the feve-
ral Creeds of Hobbs, Spinofa, and Mr. Toland,
(no doubt they can furnith them; fuch Creeds
having been collefted by feveral Writers;) and
then to tell you, who are the moft credulons {ort
of People, according to the genuine and na-
tural Import of the Weord Credulity, or even,
as they themielves underftand 1t, that is, wheén
we rafply believe Things, without Reafon for fo
dotng, It will be found (as a learned and judi-
cious Writer * has lately told his Clergy) that
fuch Creeds contain more frighttul Articles,
than the Trent Creed itfelf, or even the Mahs-
metan. LTherc’s {carce an Article amongft theni,
fays he, but what is big with many and fhock-
ing Abfurdities, You may tell fuch Gentle-

men

* Dr, Waterland's {ccond Charge to the Clergy of Middlejex,
». 22,
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men then, (Tutors and Pupils both,) if you
pleafe, that they don’t want Faith, where they
have Inclination : Nay, nothing, fays Mr, Arch-
deacon, is too abfird for their Belict, when they
have a Mmd to it. And yet thefe are the Peo-
ple, that told you (it feems) the other Day,
that you don’t ufe thofe Faculties that God bas
given you to judse with, after the beft Manuer
you are able. There lics a Book on the Table,
juft before you, (which you may perule at your
Lcifure,) written by one, who is allow’d to be
a clofe Reafoner*; who, for feveral Pages to-
gether, lets us fcc the many intolerable .4&-
furdities that our prefent fct of lufidels muft
admit of ; obferving withal, that ¢ their fo-
¢ much-boafted Averfion to all kind of Bigo-
“ try and Credulity, is mere Jeft and Scene s
“ and that they are cither fome of the moft
4 fondly ¢redulous Perfons in the World, or
«“ worfe; credulons to a Prodigy, and might as
« well go oz to the Fictions of @ Popify Legend,
“ or a Turkifb Alcoran.” 'LThele credulous
Perfons, I have obferved of late, thew a Dif=
Jike, when they are called Free-Thinkersy and
yet it is a Name of their own coining, "Tis
not many Ycars ago, that they publifhed a long
Lift thcmfclvcs, to thew how numerous they
were. Archbithop. Tillotfon is modeftly put into
their Lift; he is diftinguithed by them, in that
Pamphlet, under the Name of a Eree-Thinker ;
and in the Ticle Page they make their boaft of

a growing
¥ D:rran os the Refurrectian of Chrift, p. 364, Grey
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a growing Sed, which they there call Free-
Thinkers, 1 am very fure, they arc Free-
Speakers. 1 have heard them myfelf, whilft
quarrelling with the Name of Free-Thinker, out
of the Abusdance of their Haart, liken the in-
fpired Writings to Perfian Tales, The Land
muft mourn where fuch Monfters are fuffer'd:
And they are now every Day multiplying as the
Spawn of Woolffon and T—1J, Hiftory tells
us, that the Dregs of Arianifm, and the vileft
Free-Thinking, were the Things that deftroy’d
the Churches of 4fiz ; and introduced, in the
Room of Chriftianity (by the juft Judgment
of God) the Recligion of that wretched Im-
pofter Maboiset ¥, 1 cafily imagine, as you do,
that the younger Sort of thefe Free-Thinkers
know nothing of thefe monftrous Creeds and
Abfurdities arifing from their own Doétrines;
whilft the old inveterate IDeiffs, who know
fuch to be the neceffary Confequences of their
own Pofitions, do as artfully avoid entring up-
on the Difcuffion of any fuch Topicks.

B. I confefs, I knew nothing myfelf of thefe
Creeds and Ab(urdities you talk of, when I fell
into this Company; otherwife I fhould have
charged it home upon them ; and I promife
you, I'll take care to do it for the future. My
Way of anfwering the Treatment I then met
with, was reafoning upon, and making Deduc-
tions from thofc Fadi?s and Prophecies that you
*' had

® See Dr, Prideans"s Lifc of Mahosss, and hisLetter (fubjeincd)
toa Driff, T T -
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had talked of {o convincingly to me, in De-
fence of Divine Revelation, Thefe were the
Weapons 1 made ufe of; and I am not without
Hopes, that in 2 little Time they may prove
fuccefsful in the Converfion of thofe unhappy
Gentlemen,

A. You may be furnithed with more Heapons
of that fort, whenever you pleafe; and I re-
member, it was your parsicular Requeft, when
we laft parted, that I would proceed (when we
et again) in proving Chbrifianity from that
merry Heathen . Writer Lucian ; who, as T told
you, bad umawares given a Teftimony to one of
the greateft Myfteries of our Religion®, 'The
Mjyftery is that of the Bleffed Trinity, contained
in the Words of St. Fobn, 1 Epif.v. 7. There
are Three that bear Record in Heaven, &c. Lu-
cian, who lived at the Beginning of the fzeond
Century, was not only acquainted (we fhall fee)
with this firft Epiftle, but he remarked upon this

particular Verfe, that has given fo much Diftur-
bance to our Anti-Trinitarians, 1 will firft give

you then the Teftinony from onc of Lucian’s Di-
alogues, (or whether Lucian’s, or a Con-tempo-
rary Heathcn Writers, 1s not, 1n our Cafe, ma=
terial,) and then obferve the Analogy, by com-
paring it with the Text. In the next Place,

I will produce #ew Proof for the Genuinenes
of this Text; as well from the judicious Re-

marks now in MS. of Dr. Cave (late Canon of
Windfor) upon this Paflage in Lucian, as from
an

*® Pars 1, 9, 22, 126,
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an-old MS. lately brought to light, and pub-
lith'd with all the Marks of Fidelity and Ex-
altnefs, written above rwelve bindred Years
ago; wherein this remarkable Text is read,
This very MS. of that able Senator Aus, Caffio=
dore, Dr. Cave takes notice of as Joff, in his
Hift, Liter. The nioble Editor at Verona, Scipio
Maffey, has added his own exccllcnt Annota-
tions : So that the Whole is fuppotted, you
will find, with 4l thé Authonty that an ob-
flinate Herctick in this Matter can rcqmrc
. And when this is dorie, I will ‘let you fee the
sotorions Infincerity of fome ertcrs, (thofe of
the greateft Note and Figure,) in the bold At-
tacks they ‘have made upon this Text, which
our Heathen Lauciar boré Teﬁlmony to in
thofe early Days. And confideting this Tex# is
Part of an Epifile, that was never called in
quettion, in -any Age, or by any Perfon whats
ever, I do the lefs wonder that our Enemies
haye taken fo much Pains to prove this Texs
Jpurious, rather than thofe of the like Nature in
other Parts of the Bible: For here they know
their Attacks are in vain; and therefore I hope
you will excufe me, if I dwell longer than or=
dinary upon this Subjed, it being a Matter, as
you will perceive, of no fmall Confequence !
And the whole Difcourfe (you fec) naturally
arifes from the eftimony given by this Heathen
Whriter Lucian. When we have done with bim,
and applied the whole, in fully vindicating

this Teat, rcﬁ:rrcd to by Lucian, from the many
Cayils
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Cavilsand ObjeCtions that havebeenraifed againtt
it, I am ready to produce more Fads, well at-
tefted by other Heathen Writers, for proving
Divine Revelation. And I defire you would al-
ways remember (upon this, or any other Proof
that I fhall offer, or have offered of this kind)
what the {ame eminent “Prelate, juft mention’d,
fays in one of his Pafforal Letters ; “ When
“ by the Help of our Reafon Revelation becomes
“ /o eft-blifhed ; no Suggeftion, either againft
“ the Need of fuch Revelation, or againtt our
“ Obligation to receive it, ought to make any
“ Impreflion upon us: For to fuppofe that God
“ makes a Revelation that is weedlefs, is a di-
“ re@& Impeachment of his Wifdom; and to
“ affirm that we are not bound to attend to,
““ and receive it, when made, is no lefs an Ims
“ peachment of his Authority.” You fee the
pluin Connetion been the Fadfs I appeal to,
and what the Bifhop has obferved. The Fags,
if you pleafe, you may call the 4’rcmg}’és; and
the Bithop’s Words are a ‘natural Inference from
them. The Fa&s that I have already appesied
to, in our former Converfation, are what you
will find to be true, upon the {triteft Exami-
nation; nor will I; knowingly, appeal to any
for the future, but what are fupported by un=
qucftionable Authority. There are two Points
that I would have youa often think onj they
will be of great fervice, in conduéting you fafely
through many a troublefome Difpute that you

may happen to be engaged in. They are but
C fhort :
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fhort : Howevery. I will venture to affure you,
when by your own good Senfe, and acquired
Learning, you fhall have improved upon them,
they will prove likc a Sheet-Auchor to you,
when you find yourfelf preffed by any of your
old Frateruity, They will fave you the Pains
of reading over many an excellent Treatife:
And let Mr. T--#--1, and his Party go on,
sdding Quarto to Quarto, and write as long as
they pleafe; do but keep thefe rwo Points in
view, and you will foon perceive that thefc Gen-
tlemen only difcover warm Inclinations, but prove
hothing of what they boaft of; and you will
find what. Dr, W aterland obferves * to be very
truey Take but away their Rbetorications, and
equivosal  Expreffions, their Mifreprefentations
and Mifreports, their Offentation and their Scur-
vilitiesy andtheir Caufe will be left in a Manner
deftizute.  "The two Points are thefe, and I can-
not give you themin ftronger Words than the
late learned and judicious Dr. Prideaux has
done at the Clofec of his excellent Letter to
the Deifts; © Thus have I given jfou an Acs
“ count, fays he, how all the falfe Religions in
“ the Heathen World had their Original 5 and

« herein I have been the longer, for the fake
« of rwo RefleFions 2™

Firt, That the Notion of 2 Mediator between
God and Man, was that which did run through
all the Religions that ever were in the World,

to the Coming of Fefus Chrift ; and was the fun-
Aamental

* Sccond Charge,
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daiental Principle, which prevailed in every
onc of them, as toall the Horfip, which was
practiled in them; which could no otherwife
become fo univerfal among Mankind, but by
a Tradition as univerfally delivered unto them.
And what can better account both for this
- Tradition, and alfo the Univerfality of it, than
what is delivered unto us in Scripture, of our
being defcended from one common Parent;
who, on his Fall from the Favour of God, ha-
ving had this Promife of a Mediator made un-
to him, (through whom we might be again re~
conciled unto him,) tranfisitted it to all his Pos
~ fterity.

Sccondly, That the Miffakes and Errors about
the Worthip of God, and the Service we owe
unto him, which Men are apt to run into, when
left to thc Condu& of their own Light only, are
monftrous and cndlefs, and rh“rcforc evidently
dcmonftratc the Nece/lity of Divine Revelations,
For if God does expeét from us an Account
of our A&ions, (which is a Dotrine our De; _/;‘s
and Free-Thinkers do uot care to bearken to,) it
is neceffary he fhould give us a Law for the
Rule of them; and if the Low of our Reafon
alone be infufficient for this, we thence fee the
Neceflity likewifc of another to fupply its De-
Jet. That there is fuch a Defe#, appears un-
deniably from the continual Frrors and endlefs
Abfurdities which Mankind, when %f¢ to them-
ﬁzi'ves, have ever hitherto run into. So that

1n this depraved Condition, we muft have a
C 2 Revealed
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Revealed Religion, as well as a Natural, or
elfc we can have no certain Knowledge of the
'Will of God, or any of thofe Duties of Wor-
thip and Service, which we are to perform to-
wards him. DBut this is a fort of Digrefion,
occafion’d by the Treatment, you fay, you met
with from your old Acquaintance. You are
come to Day to talk about Fads, as it was for-
merly agreed on between us; and this is the
Method we did then agree, and are now entring
upon, for proving the Truth of the Chrifli-
aw Religion, Fafs are ftubborn Things; and
thefe being fo well fupported, I am perfuaded
that Chriftianity (whatever fome Perfons mgyy
think on it) will flill gain Gronud, as it did for=
merly, by fuch fort of Evidence.

B. There is one Faé I muft take the Liber-
ty of reminding you of, (which was brought
upon the Tapis, and took up moft of our Time
the firft Day,) that has lately met with Oppo-
fitiony and the Gentleman that makes it, thinks,
or presends to think, (as he fays {p. 4.] of fome
other People,) that # is not to be fupported
with fach amgueflionable Authority, or in the
Manner you have ftated it : It is the Eclipfe
mentioned by the Heathen Writer Phiegon ;
which, indeed, I think; you fully proved, from
the Antients, was the fame with that preternatural
Darknefs at our Saviour’s Paflion, I find your
Opponent is a Clergyman too, and (what is
very amazing) he tells the World, that he is
£oing a geal Service 1o the Cayfe of Chriff, whilft he

is



(13)

is fetting afide a Teflimony (a glorious Tefimony
it is) which, according to your Account, hag
been all along firmly eftablithed by the moft au-
thentick \Nmters His talking of doing Service
to the Caufe of Chriff, in tals Affmr, was very .
fhocking, T own: And I want very much to be
informed, how you and he are fcrving that
Caufe in {uch a different Manner. His Pam-
phlet, though it raifed fome Scruples, and, I
verily believe, he has mifapplied the Fathers
in feveral Things, (in which Point I hope yon
will fatisfy me,) yet gave me very little Pain,
after having read it carefully over; for his main
Objection, I perceive, 1s grounded upon an old,
whimfical,exploded Hypothefis of Kepler’s, who,
not liking the Fu?, was willing to get rid of it;
as fome People have been fince, by fuppofing, that
the Eclipfe mentioned by Phlegon was natural ;

that Eafebius, “ferom,and others, were miftaken ;
" that Kepler was in the right, and confequently
that it could bave no Relation to Chrifi’s Paf-
fion, Mr. #Whifton, 1 think, has lately foffici-
ently confuted this wild Notion of Kepler’s ;
and thereby has let the Divine {ce, not only his
own Weaknefs, but the high Improbability, that
fuch a judicicus Perfon as Dr. Clarke, thould
be fo cafily perfuaded to give up Phlegor’s
"T'eftimony, upon the producing of Kepler’s Hy=
pothcﬁs s fuppofing it was produced to bim, "Tis
- certain, this Divine ordered Matters fo, that the
Dofor was not to be alive;, when yet it was highly

pmpcr he fhould {peak for himfelf, I cannot help
thinking
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thinking, but that fome better Reafons may be
aflign’d for Dr. Clarke’s ftriking out this Te/ffi«
moiy ;, and that he and his Friend were both
well agreed in ferving the Caufe of Chrifl, after
onc and the fame Manner. I do not queftion
but you will give me your Thoughts upon the
whole Affair ; nay, you fee, you are obliged to
do it for your own fake, as well as mine. DBut, in
the firft Place, I beg youwould recapitulate, and
give a fummary Account of this Fai of Phle-
gon, as you. gave 1t, and ftated it to me 1n out
firft Day’s Converfation.
A 1 find, Lucian then muft ftand by a while,
and give his Evidence another Time. You
{eem to have cut out work enough for an Hour,
at leaft : However, I agree, your Requeft is
reafonable, and, perhaps, my Compliance may
be neceflary too, for your fuller Satisfation
about a Fué? of {uch Importance as tbis is ; and
therefore, I hope, we fhall neither of us ﬁnd
our Time mifpent, though we put the Bufinefs
of the Day a little out of Order. As to ‘the
Perfon you point out, as denying that the Eclip/e
mentioned by ‘Phiagoﬂ has any Relation to the
Darknefs that happened at our Saviour’s Paffion;
I defire you will, for the future, drop that
Diftin&ion of @ Divine, I am perfuaded you
with well to the Order in general : But I re-
-member, at the very Beginning of our jirft
Day’s Converfation, you talked very oddly of
fome of the Clergy, or rather, you heard it
talkcd of at a Bithop’s Vifitation; and you faid,
| 1t
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it gave you a fecret Pleafure. Pray, Sir, when
you fee any of thc Order alting in that odd
Manner, {pare the diffinguifhing Charaer, (for it
is facred,) left it be thought, you defign it as a Re-
proach to the Order in general. Such a Charac-
ter, and fuch a Condud# in fome of us, do raife,
I fear, very fhocking Ideasin People’s Minds.
And let this Gentleman think what he plealcs, I
believe he will be found, upon further Examina-
tion, te have been weakening Chriftianity, by
endeavouring to fet afide this Teffimony; and
therefore, if you pleafe, let him pafs under the
Name of Anti=Phiegonift, as often .as you fhall
have Occafion to name him. As to his Inten=
gions or Defign in contradi€ting fuch a known

glorious and avowed Teftimony of Phlegon, I
fhall not now fo much as guefs at them : But

after I have rccapitulated in the Manner you
defire, and when the Fz& fhall have been
thoroughly difcuffed again by us, I fhall give
you my Lhoughts very freely, and make the
beft Conjectures I am able, how it came about
that Dr. Clarke’s Eyes were {o luckily opened
by this Writer, when he was revifing his Boyle’s
Lectures 3 and that both of them fhould fo well
agree 1n doing Service to the Caufe of Chriff this
Way. 'LThe Free-Thinker, Celfus, had the From
to {uppole the Eartbquake and the Darkuefs
at our Saviour's Crucifixion, to be fictitious
Wondersy or the Effeét of Conjuration. And
Julian, though he did not queftion a mew
Star rifing at our Saviour’s Birth, yet he was

for
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for vefolving it into #atural Caufes, Infidelity
had taken fuch deep Root in thofe Petfons, that
they would not have been perfwaded, though
one had rofe from the Dead to convince them., But
what’s this, you will fay, to our Auti-Phlegoniffd
He docs not quettion that Darkuefs, as Celfus
did, nor yct the Star as Fulian, ’tis truc. But
have not fcveral of thofe Writers, that convey’d
down to us this Scripture Darknefs, for {o many
Ages paft, convey’d likewife the fame Darkuefs.
as exprefsly gecorded in the Roman Annals ? o
have they not applied the Darknefs fo recorded,
to our Saviout’s Paflion ¢ Have not the fame
primitive Writers convey’d to us thefe rwo
Fads, with equal Plainnefs and Integrity ? And
when fome of them were fo publick and con-

fident in the Appeal, did the Romas World
offer to confront them in that Particular, as this

Gentleman has taken a Fancy todo? Did their
Fnemies talk to zhem about watural Eclipfes?
or were they told, that they were under 2 Myfs
take, in making fuch an Application and that
there was no fuch wonderful Darknefs recorded
in their Annals? I would fain know then, when
the Futhers of the Chriftian Church, who have
convey’d to us the facred Writings, have alfo
appealed to the Roman Archives for the Truth
of this Faé, and boldly applied what 1s fince
calted Phlegon’s Ecliple, as relating to our Sa
viout’s Paflion; and fuch Fa&# or Teftimony
fhall now be called in queftion; I would fain
know (I fay) what great Diffcrence there is,

10
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in reckoning one Fuct fiitious, as Celfus does
or in refolving the other into wmatural Caufes,
as “fulian deesy and in denying this Fud, in the
Maanner it is applied .by thofc primitive Fa-
thers ? Idefire you will call Tertallian, and
hear what he fays, as to this Matter, Helived in
thofe early Days ; {o carly, that the very original
Letters of the Apoftles * were then read in theie
Churches. He was a great Mafter of Hiftory,
and was particularly verfed 1n the Roman Laws,
as appears from this Apolegy 1 am turning to,
as well as from the Characler that is given him
by Eufebins. In this Manner then Tertallian
pleads. ¢ In the fame Moment that he (Fefus
“ Chrift) difmifled Life, the Light departed
“ from the Sun, and the #orld was benighted
“ at Noon-Day 3 and thofe Men who acknow-
* ledged this Ec/ipfe, but were unacquainted
“ with the Prophbecies that foretold upon
“ Chrift’s Death, and finding it impoffible to
“ be folved by the Lgws of Nature, at laft
“ roundly denied the Faéty and yet this Won-
“- der of the World you have velated, and the Re-
“ lation preferved in your Archives to this Day.”
A latc worthy and learned Diwire; whofe
Tranflation you fee I make ufc of, remarks at
the Bottom of the Page thus § ** An Eclipfe of
““ the Sun at a Full-Moon (as this was) is by the -
“ known Laws of Nature demonftratively ini-
“ poflible; and #his it "was made it fo much
“ taken Notice of by the antient Aprononters

1 “ by

* Tertl., Preliript, o 3¢€.
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“ by Dionyfius the Areopagite, Apollophanes
“ the Sophifty by Péolegon in his Olympiads, Ese.
‘“ Vid. Yaraphrale of Zephyius, and the Notes
“ of Pamelins, and cfpccially the Annotations
‘“ of Grotins upon Mat. xxvii. 45.

B. According to our Auti-Phlegonif’s Way
of Arguing,thele Primitive Fathers, and Grotius,
Huetius, and twenty more of the modcrn Wiri-

ters, have been doing Differvice to the Caufe of
Chrift, whilft they {o appeared in behalf of this
Tcftimony of Phlegon.  This is a Piece of
Pricfteraft, 1t feems, that our. Free-Thinkers
have not been yet able to dive into: And who {0
proper, {ay they, to make the Dilcovery, as a
Prieft himfelf ? He roundly affures them ¥, that
this is onc of thofe impertinent Teflirionies, that
does but weaken the Evidence that is offered for
the Truth of Chriftianity. But wh.t if the Cafe
appears to be quite otherwife than he has ftated
ity (as 1 make no great doubt it will fo appear
before you and I part,) what an odd, frightful
Figure muft a Divins of the Church of England
(pudon me) make in the World, after having
laboured to dcftioy one of the moft glorious
Teftimonies (as {ar as I can yet learn) th .t pro-
fane Hiffory afords us for the Truth of the Chri-
ftian Religion ? I now often think of the
Words you ufed, when we were formerly upon
this Subjec, ' That Phlegon’s Teftimony was
“ {ach a fort of Proof, for the Truth of our
“ Religion, that whenever it has been urged,

! 1;

* Page s,
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“ it has carried fo much Strength and Weight
“ along with/?, and has appeared {0 very powet-
“ ful and cogent, that neither Perphyry, nor Fu-
“ Jign, nor uny other of our Encmies, have been
¢“ able to make any tolerable Reply to it”

A Had not theWorks of Thallus, another Heas
thenn Writer, been loft, and of fome other Hea-
then Commentators that Eu/ebius takes notice of,
there would have been no room for thofe little
Quirks and Quibbles that this Auti-Phlegonift
ufes, by way of Objcétion, about underftanding
the Paffuge in thefe Olympiads, What, if there
be no mention madc of the i/l Moon in the Payf-
fage, as 'tis cited by Eufebinsy yct ’tis confef-
{edly fo mention’d as cited by Fulius Africanus,
who is allow’d to have been 2 moft accurate Hi-
ftorian ; who flourifh’d not above three or fourfcors
Years after ‘Phlegon, and yet above a bundred
Years before Eufebins : And what is farther ob-
{ervable, Africanus was the Man, that had read
Thallus's Works too. INow, what {ays Africa-
s, as he is quoted by this Hriter from Syncel-
Jus ¢ Phlegon tells us, {ays he, that in Tiberius
“ Cefur's Reign, at the Time of the Full Mooy
“ there was a total Eclipfec of the Sun, from the
“ fixth Hour to the ninth.” I cannot imagine
why this Authority from Africanus fhould not
have the Preference to that of Eafebius, or any
other now cxtant, in ftating the trve Reading of
this Paflage in Phlegon. 1know very well what
Mr. W. furmifes to the contrary in this Matter,

about Afri¢anus’s Fragment having been inters
o Dz polaedy
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polated, and that the Words [ Ful/ Moon and
the winth Hour, | he fancics crept out of the Mar-
gin into the Text. I muft confefs, after having
confulted the various Lections in Sywcellus,
(whence I believe Mr, #/’s Fancy took its Rife,)
I cannot by any Mcans fec Ground cnough to
think thofe Words interpolated, but rather re-
ftor’d to their proper Place, in thofe Copics where
they may have been wanting ; nor 1s Eufebius’s
omitting tbo/e IWords any Argument at all, as we
thall fee hercafter.  Iamvery fure, the greatand
learned Huetzus (onc that Mr. 77, Las paid a great
Deference to in this very Vindication) had none
of thefe Sufpicions about him, when he faid %,
Africanus znterpreted Phlegon’s Words in a very
different Manner, (viz. from Origin, inhis Com-
mentary,) for Phlegon (fays Africanus) relates,
that in the Reign of Libcrius an Eclipfe of the
Sun bappened when it was Foll Moon., Africa-
wus 1s talking of a Full Moon himfelf at the
Time of our Saviour’s Paflion : He then fays, 2
is plainy that Phlegon {peaks of that very Eclipfe
at Chrift’s Paflion 4: But how would 1t have
been /o plain, if the Circumftance of a Full Moon
had not been mention’d by Plegon ¢ But what
{ays Africanus from the Works of Thallus, which
he had feen, but now are loft?. « There was a
“ moft dreadtul Darknefs, fays Africanus, all
“over the World 5 the Rocks were rent by an
“ Earthquake, and many Places in Fudiea, and

“ in

¥ Hyet. Dem. Ev, Prop, 111,
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¢ in other Parts of the Earth, were thrown
« down. This Darknefs Thallus, in the third
“ Book of his Hiftory, calls an Eclipfe of the
“ Sun: Without Reafon, as I think; for the
“ Hebrews celebrate the Paflover on the X1V
“ Day of the Moon, &¢.” The Difference then
between Africanus and Thallus was, by what
Najie they thould call this wonderful Darknefs;
but ’tis eafy to fee by Afiicanus’s commenting
on the Matter, that 7 hallus rcad and underftood
in general as he did : For if Thallus had talk’d
of a natural Bclipfe, ’tis plain Africanns did
not argue fairly. “ How can it be thought to be
“ an Eclipfe, {ays he, when the Moon was almoft
“ diametrically oppofite to the Sun?”  And yet

we fee Africanus, being at a Lofs to find out a
better Word for this Darknz/s,{oon correéts him-

{elf, and leaves off cenfuring Thallus. But be it
fo, fays he s Jet what bas bappen’d firik deep into
the Hearts of the Peopley and let this univerfal
Prodigy be [uppos’d an Eclipfe of the Sun, finse
in refpet of our Sight ’twas all one,e——ou-.
From this fhort Remark, you may farther dif-
cern a very trifling Argument that’s made ufe of
by this Ani-Phlegonift *, who gravely puts the
following Queftion, after having cited this Paf-
fage of Africanysy “ How comes it to pafs, that
 Thallus is cenfured for an Abfurdity, and yet
© Phlegon, who was guilty of a much greater
*“ Abfurdity, efcapes uncenfured P’  Surely, *tis
obvious to every Reader how it comes to pafs ;

for
* Pagc 14,
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for would it not have been very abfurd in Afii-
canus to have cenfured Phlegon for ufing a
Word, when he had been juft before (upon
{fecond Thoughts) rcconciled to i¢ himfelf?
But bz it /o, fays he---£5¢, and then proceeds to
talk of Phlegon. But what's this greater Abfirr-
dity ¢ Thallus, no doubt,.talk’d of a Full Moon
Phlegon talks of a Full Meon 5 and fo does Afrin
canysy and yet this Gentleman wonders, why
Africanus don’t cenfire Phlegon for fuch abfurd
Difcourfe. I'll juft take notice, that this Wri-
ter ftops a little too foon upon this Quotation
from Africanus: Mr, W. will lengthen it for him
by-and-by; and then it will appear from 4fri-
canys’s Supputation of Daniel's LXX Weeks,
that he did not fix the Death of Chriftin that
Manner, which this Gentleman * fays he did:
But this is the Way our Anti-Phlegonift takes of
eluding the Force of what Africanus {ays; tho'

he {o pofitively applies Phlegon’s Eclipfe to our
Saviour’s Paflion.

B. Your Difcourfe pleafes me very well; yet
fuffer me to tell you, that in my Opinion you
arc anticipating Matters, and not proceeding
according to the Method you juft now propofed.
Pleafe to give me afummaryAmount firft, of what
formerly paffed between us concerning this Tefti-
mony of Pklegon; and then enter into as clofe

a Difcuflion, as you pleafe, of what this Wri=
ter has {aid in Oppofition to i,

A. You may rewember, I took Notice, that
Phiegon was a great Favouritc of the Empcror

¥ Pag. 17, 18, 96, Adi‘!dﬂ;g
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Adriany and confequently we might reafonably
conclude, that, in Writing his Olympiads, he
had free Accels to the Roman Records ; and
that there was no Tranfaétion tranfmitted f-om
the feveral Provinces of that Empire, he was
any ways a Stranger to; which fhews the in-
eftimable Lofs that the Chriftian World fuftains,
in being deprived of that Hiftory, and now
forced to content ourfelves with two or three
broken Fragments only. Ger. Voflius exprefles
a hearty Concern for the Lofs of it: ¢ T wifh,
“ fays he, the whole Chronicle or Olympiad of
« Phlegon was extant ; for that, no doubt,

“ would have given us great Light into the Af-
“ fairs of the Primitive Church®.” You may

remember, when I cited Thallus, another Hea-
then Writer, to give Evidence (as far as o-
thers had quoted him) concerning the wonder-
ful Darknefs at our Savieur’s Crucifixion ; I took
notice that hs liv'd even in the firff Century ;
which makes the Lo/s of his Works ftill more to
be lamented » But I don’t find the leaft Concern
in this Anti-Phlegonift about that Matter; and
the Jittle that remains of Th4llus, he would have
to pafs for nothing. I obferv’d farther from
Thallus, by comparing the feveral Authors that
had quoted him, that this miraculons Darknefs,
according to him, was in the eighreenth Year of
Tiberins : And is it any ways probable, that the

celebrated

% Utinam totum chronicon exflaret: multum enim lucis abfg;

dubio, prifcz inde Ecclefix temporibus accederet, Ger, Voff, de
Hift, Gr, p.a19.
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celebrated Africanus, {o carly a Writer, and al-
fowed to be an exalt Chronographer in other
Things, fhould be fo grofly miftaken, as to fix
our Saviour’s Paffion 1n a rea/ different Year of 77-
berius, as this Writer has * charg’d it ; and who
- mnodeftly charges Eufebius and Ferom both with
an Abfurdity likewife on this Account? ¢ "Tis
“ abfurd, he fays, for them to quote Phlegon’s
“ I'eftimony for the Death of Chrift, when the
“ Difference betwixt them and Africanus was
“ plainly three or four Years” But this Mat-
ter {hall be further examined in a proper Place;
for this Writer feems to amufe his Reader with
fome Quozations 5 and yet it will be found, upon
farther Enquiry, (in what I have to offer to you,)
that there was no fuch rea/ Difference (in point
of Time) between Africanus and Eafebius, as this
Gentleman would have his Englifh Reader to be-
licve, Toproceed, I did not only givé you Phles
gow’s Fragment in the Manuer ’tis recorded by
Ea/ébms s (which you obferve is not fo full as
that given by Africanus,) but, if you pleafe to
recolle®, I alfo laid before you Meurfins’s Ob-
fervations upon that Fragment : I referr’d you,
for a fuller Information in that Matter, to the
1X Vol. of Gronevius’s Greek Antiquitics; and
T dare fay, you have found nothing in thofc 04-
fervations of Meurfius, that do in the leaft f4-
voyr the odd Notions now maintain’d by our
Auti-Phlegonift. I well remember, 1 gave you
another Fragment of Phlegon’s; and, in my Opi-

nioth
Peg. 17, 10,
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nion, a very material one; for which I refefr’d
you to Lattantins and to Origen; from whom
we learn, ¢ that Phlegon afcrib’d to Chrift 3
“ Forcknowledge of the Times to come; and af-
“ firm’d, that there had been an exadt Accoms-
“ plithment of all his Prediions” Whence had
Phiegon the Account of fuch an exadd Accom-
plifbiment, but from the Roman Archives 2 which
was a Lreafure that no Perfon was better ac-
quatnted with, we may well prefume, than him-
felt. Our Auti-Phlegonift thews a good Will
for explaining away Pilate’s Accounts lodg’d in
thefe Roman Arebives, if he could. % *Tis pof~
“ fible, fﬁys he ¥, that Pilate might give an Ac-
“ count to Tiberius of the Death of Chrift: But
¢ that he wrote ths Things which Tertallian
“ fays he wrote ; or that the Things, for which
“ “Fu yin Martyr appeals to the Ads of Pilate,
“ were ever fent to Tiberins, has no Foundation
“ of Probability” Thefe two Fathers, if I
miftake not, gall our Anti-<Phlegonif in more
Refpets than one, and therefore I don’t won-
der to fee the wadleuls breaking out in this
manner, He has been pretty remarkable already
in explaining Prophecieg> But that 1 have no-
thing to fay to at prefent. As to his Notion
about Pilate’s Accounts {cat to Rome, and his
intolerable ‘T'reatment both of Fuftin Martyr and
Jertullian, 1 promife you, that, as they are
Matters of Importance, they thall be fully taken
ﬁoncc of before we part with him, You'll ex-

LY uf
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cufe thefe thort Digreflions---1 now farther re-
mind you, of what 1 faid concerning Luciaz the
Martyr’s appealing to the Roman Aunals jufk
before he fuffer’d 5  If you will not have any
“ Regard (fays he) to the Tefimony 1 have given
““ you for the Drvinity of “fefus Chrijl, you have
“ nothing lctt but to confult your own Aunals |
¢ thore you will find, that during Pilate’s Go-
¢ yernment, and #¢ the Time when the Saviour
“ of the World was crucify’d, the Sun difup-
“ peard, and the Univerfe was buriced, as it were,
“ in Darknels”” T obferv’d to you the frantick
Homour of Bodin, who was a down-right 4u#/-
Phlegonift, and ventur'd to impofe upon the
World in the moft grofs malicious Manner, fix-
ing this Hcliple of Philegon’s about two and
thirty Years aftcr the Time fix’d for the Death
of Chrift. But then I took notice withal, if you
remember, that this Man had very il Ewds (0
ferve, not only in changing the Text of Phle-
gon, but in queftioning the zwo firft Chapters of
St. Luke's Golpel, becaufe the Divinity of Fefus
Chrift there difplays itfelf in fo full a Light.
I farther oblerv'd to you, that this miraculous
Davrkuefs, attending our Saviour’s Paffion, ap-
pears to have been recorded by the Chinefe as 2
Supernatural Eclipfe of the Sun: For this I
quoted the Learned Bithop Huetius; and not be-
ing Maltcr of Hadr. Greflow’s Hiftory of China
myfelf, nor then knowing where to procure it, I
contented myfelf with the Account given of that
Matter by the learned Librarian at Lyons, (yct
living,
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living, as I'm inform’d,) Dowinigue de Colonia,
who I hope will excufe the Frcedom I have
{ometimes taken, in making the beft Ufe I could
of his excellent Work., You ealily recollect,
that I infifted pretey much upon Tertullian’s
Appeal to the Roman Records concerning this
wonderful Darknefs, which muft be the fame
with what Phlegon {peaks of. Can we think
Tertullian was a Stranger to Phlegon’s Olym=
piads? tho’ he appeals to the drchives them-
fclves ; for it was proper for him fo to do: Bug
what fignity’d his appealing any where about an
Eclipfe that was only naturai ¢ Nay, his very
appealing to an Eclipfe in the A VIIlth Year of
Tiberius's Reign, (as we fhall find 2bat to be the
Cafc,) neceffarily implies, that what was recor-
‘ded in the Roman Annals of that Nature, muft
- be recorded as SUPERNATURAL j.Decaufe by the
unanimous Agreement of all Affronomers, whe-
‘ther Greek or Roman, there neither was, nor
“could be a watural Eclipfe in that Year of Tibe-
rius;, which Year correfponds with the Year
wherein Chrift died : So that tho’ Tertslian and
others do not name Phlezon, yet they meant bim
and Thallus too, ({ays Scaliger *,) and they name
the Records whence Phlegon took the Paffage ;
and thercfore the Fathbers did, in cffcét, lay a
Strefs upon the Words of Phlegon himfelf. 1
am now to fuppofe, you have thought me long
enough in the Recapitulation you defird. In

E 2 ~ making

* $¢al, Animadv, in Enfeb. Chron, p. ¥771,
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making this Colle€tion of Authorities, 1 fhould
have told you betfore, that I was chiefly beholden
to Huetins, Grotius, Spencerin his Notes upon Ori-
geny and Dom, de Colonia already nam’d.  Thefe
Authorities are ince put in order, with the Ad-
dition of many more (which I did not then
think neeefiary) in Mr. #Whiflor’s Vindication a=
gainft our Anti~Pblegonift ; {o that every Euglifh
Reader may form a pretty good Judgment of
the Matter now before us.

B. Oitr Anti-Phiegonift having named Grotius
in the firft Page of his Pamphlet, (I think he
fhould: Have named Huetius too,) as a Perfon,
whofe: Reafonsin this Matter were not fo weighty
as- his ow#y in the Judgment of Dr, Clarke I
fhould be glad to know, before you take that
Pamphlet in Pieces, what it is that Grotius
faysupon thie Affair. This will be doing Juftice,
Lthink, to the Anti-Phlegonsft himfelf ; for we
thall then fee at ane View how far bis Reafons
praeponderate to thofe of Grotius, and whether
the Scale turn’d low enough to influence a Man
of Dr, Clarke's Sagacity and Learning.

4. 1 objeét to nothing that has any Ten-
dency to the fetting this Affair in its true Light.
Grotius then, upon thefe Woids of St. Marthew,
(ch. xxvii, 45.) has the following Remarks,

“ The Sun was darkned, fays he, {as St. Lzzkt

“ informs us,) not by the Interpofition of the
& Movn : for it was then Full Moon, but in fome
“ matner unknown to us; and whereas St. Mat-

“* thew here fays; tbare #Was Darknefs over all
“ the
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€ 15 Lgﬂj; or (:ls St, Lﬁkt,) over the whole
“ Egrth; this, as it cannot be underftood of the
“ whole Globe, (for in many Parts of it there
“ was no Day,) fo neither would I have it une
“ derftood of - Fudea only, fince the old Afiro-
“ Jogers and Chromographers, who take notice of
“ jt, make no Reftriction, as to the Place; and
< therefore there’s Room to underftand 2 4s
“ gxtenfively as may be. Phlegon fays, in the
¢ XIIith Book of his Olympiads, That in tbe
““ fourth Year of the CC11d Olympiad, there wais
« gy Eclipfe, or Failure of Light in the Sun,
“ greater than ever was known befores and there
“ awas Night at the fixth Hour of the Day, info-
“ yuuch that the Stars appear'd in the Firma-
“ mment 5 there was alfo a great Earthquake sin
“ ByTuYNIA, that overthrew great Part of the
“ City Nice. Phlegon afligns a Place for the
“ Earthquake ; but #one forthe Darknefs » And
“ fince he takes notice of the Darknefs being
“ gregter than any that had been feen before, *tis
“ a fufficient Proof, that # was not fcen only in
« Fudea, Eu 2bius quotes another Greck Wiri-
“ ter, (but does not name him.{) writing thus
“ concerning this very Affair; The Sun fail'd in
¢ jts Light 5 the Land of Bythynia was fhaken ;
« great Part of Nice fell down. This Writer,
% not nam’d by Eufebius, without doubt, is
““ Thallus, who is quoted by Africanus in the
“ following manner; Thallus calls this Dark-
“ wefs an Eclipfs, in the.1bird Book of bis Hiftory
“ in my Opinion, improperly fo called: For the
| “ Hebrews
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“ Hebrews keep their Paflever when the Moon
““ js fourteen Days oldy but the Things concern-
“ ing our Saviour bappew'd before the firft Dgy
“ of the Paflover, &c. In which Paflage Afrf—
““ canus takes Thallus’s Expreflion of an Eclipfe
““ in a firié limited Senfe, as if Thallus meant,
¢ that this Failing of Light in the Sun was in
 the natural Way, or from a natural Caule;
¢ whoreas the Sun may be faid tofaif.: (Exheimﬂf)
“ tho’ it does fo any other Way whatever :
¢ This was the Reafon likewife that Origen
““ complains of the Text in St. Luke, as having
““ been corrupted, becaulce of the Word exremor-
¢ Tos occurring in ity (the fame WoRrv that
¢ Thallus #nd Phlegon bad ufed for an Eclipfe. )
“ For Origen thought as Africanas did, that it
¢« was not a proper Word to exprefs the Senfe of
«“ the Evangelift,” Morcover, Tertullian in his
Apologetick thus; ¢ At length, being faftew’d to
““ the Crofs, and having cry'd out and commend-
“ ¢d bis Spirit into the Hands of his Father, be
« zave up the Ghoft of bis own Accord, and fo
“« nrevented the Executioner’s breaking bis Bones,
“ by dying in bis own Time, and fulfilled a Pro-
< nhecy by [0 doing, Moreover, in the fame Mo-
““ ment that He (Chrift) difmiffed Life, the Light
““ departed from the Sun, and the World was be-
¢ nighted as Noon-Day 5 and thofe Men who ac-
““ knowledg’d this Eclipfe, but were unacquainted
““ wirh the Prophecies that foretold it upon Chriff's
““ Death, and finding it impoffible to be [olv’d by
¢ ths Laws of Nature, at lafi roundly deny'd the
“ Fad
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“ Fad: Aund yet this Wonder of the World you
“ have related, and the Relation preferved in
“ wouy ARcHIVES fo this Day. In which Paf-
% fage, I don’tapprehend, what clfe canbe meant
“ by Archives, than the Place where the pub-
““ lick I'ranfactions of the Roman Empire were
‘“ recorded. “Tis to thefe Archives, if I miftake
“ not, that Lucian the Martyr (in Eufebius ) ap-
““ peals to likewile; and whereas Tertullian tiles
““ this Darknefs the Wonder of the WorLp,
““ he {ufficiently guards againft the Opinion of
“ thofe, who afcribe fuch Darknefs to Fudea
“ only. I think therefore, that thefe Expref-
““ fjons of St. Matthew and St. Luke, over all the
““ Land, and over the whole Earth or World*,
¢ are to- be underftood in relation to the Ro-
“ man Empire, or certainly to the greateft Part
““ of it. 'What the Almighty was minded to
*“ have underflood by this Darknefs, has been
¢“ differently argu’d by many. For my own
“ Part, 'm of an Opinion, that other Nations
¢ were concern’d in this Prodigy, as well as the
“ “Yews, whofe calamitous State the Prophets
“ defcribe by the Darkuefs of the Sun. For
““ “twas this, among other things, that put the
“ Centurion into fo great a Confternation: And
“ therefore the Meaning and Intent of this Dark-
“ wefs, is to be taken in as large and compre-
“ henfive a Scnfe as poflible. It was ufual with
“ the Heathen Part of the World, (as by feveral
“ Inflances,) to obferve fuch Prodigies as cer-
« tain

* xicay T3y “ Vs wﬁmﬂ;}r dinlps v,
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“ tain Indications, that Heaven was offended at
« fome heinous Sin or other that had been com-
“ mitted amongft ’em. And, as to the Fews,
“ this Prodigy might in a pasticular manner
“ bring to their Mind thofe Words of the Pro-
“ phet Amos, (viil. 9,10.) And it fhall come to
“ pafs in that Day, faith the Lord God, that ¥
““ will canfe the Sun to go down at Noow, and 1
“ will darken the Earth in the cloar Day, &c-
“ Forwhat was beforc of old fulfill’d in a meta-
“ phorical or figurative Senfe, was now made
“ o0od in aliteral and proper Senfe, as I have of-
 ten taken notice.” Thus far from Grotius ;
and I hope you have not thought me tedious,

B. Sir, Ithank you. This Comment of Gro-
tinsy, 1 am apt to think, will not be fo {oon out
of fathion, as fome People would have it. I
have got our Anti-Phlegoniff’s Pamphlet here in
my Pocket. I cannot but wonder at the
magiflerial Manner, in which he {ets out, when
he tells the World, that 2bis “Paflage of Phle-
gON OUGHT NOT 10 be cited, as relating to the
Darknefs at our Saviour’s Paffion; and yet two
or three Pages farther, he fcems to think him=
felf in an Error too: * However, fays he, whe-
« ther I am miftaken in my Sentiments, or 1n
 any Remarks I have made upon this Paf-
“ fage,or not, I have here colleéted, &¢.” Sir, af~
ter hearing this Account from fo great a Man
as Grotius, I even bluth for this Writer; when,
in the very fir} Page he aflures his Reader,

“ That the Reafons which he gave to Dr
& Clarka,
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“ Clarke, wete svch, as made him ftrike out
““ this Paflage in his Boyleés Lebtures. > T
think, fome little Time ago, you mentioned Hire-
tins, as a Perfon you was partly indebted to,
for your Collection of Authorities in this Cafe,
If it might not be too much Trouble, I thould
be glad to hear, how ke reqfons too upon the
Matter. . This would be ftill doing luftice ta
the Caufc ; and alfo our Anti-Phiegonift cam
have no Occafion to complainy becaufe he has
difcarded Moderns as well as Autients, in this
Affair, except rwo or three, that 1 hope you
will give me a fatisfadtory Account of by-ande
by.. , ,

A,Sir, The Gentleman younow call upon, ftands
very near you. . Since you pleafe to hear him %
let me tell you, he treats of this Subjed pro-
feffedly, and not as a Commentator ; which makes
me think, after you have heard him, that there
may be fome Choler 10 you, mix’d with the Blufbes
you juft now mentioned. Huetius then was a
Bithop in France, and one of the moft polite,
learncd, and judicious Perfons, which that Na-~ -
tion perhaps can boaft of for thefe hundred
Years paft, He writ a Commentary, like Fulius
Cefur, de Rebus fuis, in Latin: He was a Valetu
dinavian, youmay-cafily imagine from the labori-
ousWorks, with which he has obliged the learn~
ed World ; oftentroubled with the Cholick ; and
at lat found a Cure; and fhould you ever be

troubled with a Bilious Cholick, let me direct you
3 te

® \id. Huet. Dem. Ev. Prop. 3. ~ .
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to the reading that Book, where you will {ee
your own Diftemper defcribed, a Remedy hap-
pily applied, and an cxcellent Poem, by way of
Gratitude, in Praife of the Tes-Kertle. Excufe
the Digreflion. Huetius exprefles himfelf thus,
upon the prefent Subject: “ Phlsgon, a Freed-
“ Man of the Emperor Hadrian, has declared
“ in his Chronicle or Olympiads, that Fefus
¢ was a Prophet, and that Things furyre were
“ known and foretold by him, The wonder-
“ ful Things done by him are confefled by the
“ Fewifb Chiefs, as well as the Talmudifts 5 nor
“ have the bittereft Enemies of Chriftianity de-
“ nied them, fach as Celfizs and Fulian. The
¢ former, when he was not able to deny the
“ Fads, afhgned a fiFious Caufe, Enchant-
“ ments and Witcheraft ; the latter likewile
¢ does not queftion the Fa&s, but endeavours,
« by declaiming, to leflen the Efteem of them
“in People’s Minds, DPorphyrie alfo com-
¢ plains, that “efius had reftrained the Power
 of the Demons § nor was it to be wonder'd at,
“ he faid, that whole Cities were laid wafte
“ by the Plague, where Afculapins and other
“ Gods did no longer refide; and that the
“ Gods were generally become of little Ser-
“ vice to Mankind, fince Fefus was made the
“ Object of their Worfhip.- As to the won-
“ derful Eclipfe, and great Eartbquake that hap-
“ pened at Chriff’s Death, they are both taken
* notice of by Phlegon, juft now quoted, in
* in the thirteenth Book of his Olympiads 5 St.

- & Ferons
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 Yerom thus tranflates the Paffage; Iz ke
“ fourth Year of the 202d Olympiad (which an-
“ fwers to the 18th of Tiberius, when Chriff
“ died) there was a great Eclipfe of the Sun, ex-
“ ceeding all Eclipfes that bad ever bappened
“ before it - The Day at the fixth Hour was
“ turned into (o davk @ Night, that the Stars
“ were feen in the Firmamenty and the Earth=
“ guake in Bithyoia threw down many Houfes
« in the City of Nice. 'The fame Account, Eye
% febius lets us know in his Chromicle, was given
% by other Heathen Writers in their Commen-
“ taries. Among fuch Writers, the Authority
“ of Thallus is chicfly remarkable, who, as
““ Africanus (an eminent Chronographer) has
““ quoted him, relates the very fame Eclipfe
* in the third Book of his Hiftory. . That it
““ 1s the fame Eclipfe or Darkuefs, that 1s men=
¢ tioned by the Evangelifts, with what is here
“ taken notice of by Phlegon, 1n his Hiftory,
“ appears chiefly  on thefe three Accounts ;
¢ 1, The Eclipfe fell out, as by both Hifto-
““ ries, in the fame Year, namely, in the 18th
¢ of Tiberius, 2. It happened at the - ame
“ Time, namely, at the fixth Hour. 3. It had
‘“ the fame Circumftance attending it, 2
““ remarkable Earthquake, which made the
“ Wonder ftill greater in both. Tertullian
“ therefore, when he was pleading with Hea-
““ thews, in behalf of the Chriftians, had juft
% Reafon for appsaling to their publick Records,
“ to make good the Truth of this miraculous

I' 2 “ Event,
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“ Fyent. Before this, Lucian, the Martyr at
““ Antioch, appealed to the fame Archives or
““ Roman Records at Nicomedia, before the
““ Governor, befpeaking him thus : Confiult your
¢ Annals y you will find in the Days of Pilate,
““ when Chrift fuffered, that at Noow-Day the
“ Sun vawifbed, and the natural Courfe of Light
“ was interrypted. 'The pablick Ads of the
“ Empire are often taken notice of by the
““ Writers of the Augnfian Hiffory, under this
“ Namc of the Roman Annals, But nothing
‘ more deferves a nice and accurate. Obferva-

« tiQn, as to this Affair, than what is related
“ in the Chinefe Hiffory, lately written by
“ Hudrian Greflon, viz. It there ftands record-
 ¢d among the Chinefe, at that very Lime, that
“ correfponds with the XX XIL Year of the
¢ Chriftian /Bra, about the Month of _April
¢ that there happened a folar Eclipfe contrary
¢ to the Laws of Nature, and the regular
“ Motions of the Planets; at which firauge
“ Occurrence therr Emperor QuaM~vuTr was
“ very much difturbed. Kepler theretfore, other-
“ wife a candid Man, and an excellent Aftro-
¢ nomer, alted imprud’ently;f and @ Part that
““ did not become 4 Chriftian, when, in his Cal-
*“ culations, he threw back this Solsr Edlipfe
““ mentioned by Phlegon, to the fecond Year of
“the 202d Olympiad, fixing it likewife to
““ the 24th Day of November. Not lefs ex-
“ cufable 1s Voffius, who was likewife a good
* angd 3 learned Man, in affigning fuch a Res-
L
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< forr as he does, why Phiegon’s Eolipfe is not
““ the fame with that mentioned 1n the Gofpel :
““ For Phlegon, fays he, took this Eclipfs for a
“ natural ove. And that is all he fays; with-
““ out telling us, why he thought fo himfclf.
“ But it is very likely he, as well as other
““ learned Men, had run into onc and the {ame
““ Mifiake on Account of the.-Word Edlipfe,
““ as thinking nothing but a regular Defel# of -
“ Light in the Sun (by the Moon’s Interpofr
““ tion) could be implied under that Denomi=
¢ nation of an Eclipfe. But how inconfiftent
“ that is with found Reafoning, will be made
““ appear prefently, Origen, indecd, wrote in
““ his Commentaries ¥, that Phlegon took no
¢ notice that this Darkne/s happened when it
*“ was Full-Moon 3 nor did he take notice of its
““ happening when it was New-Moon ; and there-
““ fore drops it, without determining any T hing
¢“ in. the Matter. But Africanus 4 interpreted
““ Phlegon’s. Words in a very different Manner.
““ Phlegon, fays he, relates, that in the Reign
“ of "Viberius, an Eclipfe of the San 'bappened,
“ when it was Full-Moon. 'Thisisto be feen
““ ‘in Syncellus’s Chronography, Philoponus like-
“ wife, in hig fecond Book of the Creation of
“ the World, reprefents Phiegon’s Teftimony
44 in
* Tt will appear in the Sequel of this Conference, that fome.
other Perfon, and not Origen, did write in this Manner. Ruf-

finus was one of the Interpolators of Origen's Commentariesi See
Dr. Mils’s Note on Luke xxiii. 44.

% It has been obferved already, that Africanns Bousified” bug
three or fourftors Years'after Phlegon,
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““ in very different * Words from thofe of Eu«
“ febius » Phlegon, fays he, bas alfc remembered
¢ this Darkuefs, or rather this Night: For he
“ faysy that in the [econd Year (it fhould be
¢ fourth Year, as Philoponus rcads it himfelf
“ in the following Page) of the 2024 Olympiad,
““ there happened an Eclipfe of the Sun, of that
< Nature, that nothing like it was kinown be-
“ fore. And Philoponus, to take off any Ob-
¢ jection that might be made, as if he had
¢ been Faulty, or had not truly quoted and
¢“ applied Phlegon’s Words, adds; Now, that
“ Phlegon recognized this Eclipfe, and no other,
““ as relating to onr Lord Chrift's banging on
“ the Crofs, is chiefly evident from bis [aying,
“ THAT sucH T AN HcLipse was NoT KNowN
“ v ForRMER L1mes. If this then be the
“ genuine Reading in Phlegon, it is to be
“ obferved, though he ealls fuch Failure of
“ Light in the Sun by the Name of an Eclipfe,
“ yet fays withal, that no Eclipfe ever hap-
““ pened like this. "Lhere was wo Abfurdity in
““ Phlegon’s calling i an Eclipfe ; for in what-
“ ever Manner the Light of the Sun may
< fail vs, 1t may be faid ixrsiaew, deficerey and
¢ fuch Failure, whether ordinary or extraor-
“ dinary, is an ¥xacnlis, an Eclipfe. Herodotus will
‘“ confirm

* This, in my Opinion, is one very good Argument for
proving, that Eufebius has not given the whole Paflage of Phle-
gon; and that therefore Africanus, beingfo much a more early

h‘lfé:i;cr than Eufebins, ought the rather te be credited in this
ir. -
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““ confirm what we fay ; who fays, when || Xer-
¢ wes’s Arnuy was about tranfporting themfelves
“ over into Greece, that the Sun did ixacruzivar,
“ 7. e its Light faiied ; when yet there were no
“ Clouds 3 and it became Night inftead of Day.
““ This was not an ofdinary Eclipfe 5 the Dark-
““ wefs was a Prodigy, as has been demonftrated
““ by Petavius ¥, So the famous Hefychius
““ talks concerning Carweades when he died:
““ The Moon, fays he, failed in ber Light, and
“ the Sun was darkenedt; which Words are
““ taken notice of by OSwidas likewife. You
‘““ obferve then, Sun and Moon both failed to-
“ gether ; how it happened is uncertain: Such
““ Failures were, no doubt, but /e/dom ; and
‘e yet the Moon is ¢uAEANTIYLL, TO fail. Where-
“ fore both Scaliger and Voffius were in a very
“ great Krror, when they imagined, becaufe
“ Phlegon ufed the Word txaenbss, Eclipfe, that
“ therefore Phlegon muft neceflarily be under-
“ ftood {peaking of a matural Eclipfe, Under
“ the fame Miftake was Origen, in thinking, be-
“ caufe he found the Words exasiaoTos siaiov, the
““ Sum failing or eclipfed infome Copies of Luke’s
“ Gofpel, that therefore fome Hereticks had
“ corrupted the Text, to render the Gofpellia-
“ ble to Exceptions on that Score : For which

““ ever

| Herod. lib. 5. Our Anti-Phlegomif’s Critic{m on #his
Paffage will be confidered in a proper Place; and at the fame
Time will be produced Calvifms's {ingular Oblervations upon
this very remarkabie Eclipfe.

% Petav. de Doctr. Temp, lib. 10.°c. 24. A Pusendons Pro-
digy, fays Archbithop Ufher; ad A. M 3524

Iy # s ™ ' ”
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€ ever way St. Luke did write that Text, the
“ Senfe and Meaning of it will be the fame,
“ and fafc enough from any Gavils that may
“ be ftarted on that Account. Africanus him-
“ felf, likewife, was (at firft) miftaken, when he
« reprehended T Thallus, for calling this Failure
“ by the Name of an Eclipfe. As ta Bodin'’s
“ quoting of Phlegon in that peflilent Dis-
¢ Jogue, (where he fpits out all his Fewifb
“ Venom,) he does it in a bafe, difhoneft Man-
« ner: For he frames a fingular Notion to him-
¢ {elf,in fuppofing that when Phlegon had fixed
« this Eclipfe to the fourth Year of the two
« pundred and temth Olympiad, the Sun
“ was - then pafling through the Conftellation
< Pifees 5 whereas Phlegon had fettled it in the
 fourth Year of the rwo bundred and fecond
“ QOlympiad, without faying one Word as to
¢ the Sun’s Situation at that Time. Latly,
“« Tertullian fcems to be miftaken, when he fays,
< That thofe, who did not know this to bave been
«“ foretold of Chrift, though or fuppofed it to
¢ bave been an Ecripse . For it truly was an
“ Eclipfe 5 but an wnufual one, and contrary to
« the Laws of Nature. Return we to Voffius.
¢« Phlegon, {ays he, tells us, that there was an
¢ Earthquake in Bithynia; but takes no notice of
“ its beinz in Paleftine, True ; Phlegon did
““ not make 1t his Bufinels to give a Detail

g Of

+ But, I think, from this Reprehenfion ufed by dfricanus, it
may be fairly concluded, that there were nor in his Time the

Words sais 2enefzovrs; i any of St. Lake’s Gofpels, at leall, in
any that be had {cen,
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* of the feveral Countrics that had felt thas-
“ Shock of that Earthquake ; but thoughe it
"“ was enough for his Purpofe, to point out
that Country, which he knew had felt i in
a {everer Manner than many others, But, fays
he again, If fuch a miraculous Eclipfe was [een
in DIFFeRENT Parts of the Earth, Phlegon-
would not bave been the onvy Perfon to bave
“ taken Notice of it. Truc; accordinely Thal-
*“ Jus took Notice of it, and fo did the People
“ in China : But had no other but Phlegon done
“ it, it would not be an Argument of any Force, -
“ The fame Way of Reafoning was ufed before
“ Origen, when he wzs minded to prove,.
“ that Fudea only was fenfible of this Dark-
“ wefs, the Weakaefs of which Argument has
“ been thewn, We might, after this, make good
“ what we have aflerted, from the Teflimony
“ given by Dionyfius the Areopagite, who, -in:s
“ his Epiftle to Polycarp, gives an Account of |
“ the Obfervations that he and Apollophanes,
“ a Sophift, made upon this swonderful Eclipfe,
“ when they were together at Heliopolis in -
‘“ Egypt. But fince I fee thefe Epifiles of Dyo-
“ pifius, ‘and other Writings afcribd to him, .
“ are now called in Queftion, and, in,my Julg-
“ ment, defervedly fo; we pafs by this Zefis
“ 7101y, and: makc 10 ufc of it for the prefent:,
*“ Purpofe.” And thus I have acquitted myfelf .
in what you defired to hear from Huetius,
B. Sir, I'm oblig’d to you; and: I.can truly
afﬁrm, that the Length of the Paffage has not -
G . any

€<
C
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any ways /¢ffer’d the Satisfaction I propos’d, and
have recetv'd from 72 But I can’t help telling
you without {ome fort of Wuiinth, how very 7u=
fincerely (in my Opinion) our Anti-Phlegonift
has here dealt with his Englifh Reader, He has
@ uotations fometimes long cnough: And I muft
think he has conceal’d this Paflage, 1caft his own
Weaknefs, or bad Defigns, as well as Dr. Clarke’s
Judgment, fhould be farther call’'d in queftion,
However, this Paflage (1 own) has taught me,
that our Auti-Phlegonifl has fome Pcople (and
of Note too) to keep him in Countenance,
There’s Bodin, Scaliger, and Voffius, befides Kep-
ler, that we took notice of before ; and as to the,
Chinefe Hiffory, that’s mention’d by Huetius, I
find Mr. Whiftoir and our Anti Phlegouift are
both againft you, Nay, the former feems to in-
fult upon it for he fays, “ A great Noife has
“ been made of late about it by fome very weak
“ People:” So that you, and your learned Li-
brarian Dominique de Colonia, as well as Huetins
and others, arc pretty freely cenfur'd on that
- Account, I hope you have fomething to offer
by-and-by in your own Defence, At prefent,
I defire to know if you have any Thing to re-
mark in your own Favour, upon Bodin, Scaliger,
and Voffius ¢ | | |
A, As to Bodin, there need be no more faid
than has been already; his 4ffertion on this Affairof
the Ecli