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In the Hoofe of Reprefentatives, June 24, 178,

RDERED, That Colonel Dawes and Major

Of¢ocd, with fuch as the Honourable Bosrd

fhall join, be 2 Committee to intorm the Rev. D,

CoopeR that the two Houfes have made choice

of him to preach a Sermon on the laft Wednefday

of Ofober next, being the firft Day of Gener]
Eleftion under the new Conftitution.
Sent up for Concurrence,

JOHN HANCOCK, Speaker;

In Council, June 4, 1780,
Read and concurred,and ThomasCufbing Efq;is joined.
~ JoHN AvEeRy, Dep. Secr’s.
Confented to by the Major Part of the Couvncil
A trueCopy, - 7

Aueft. ,JQHN Avery, Dep, Seer's,

The Commonwealth of Maflachufetts,
Jn the Houfe of Reprefentatives, O&tober 26, 178¢,
RDERED, That Mr. Lewell and Col. Do

be appointed a Committee, with fuch as ths
Honourable Senate fhall join, 10 wait on the Re.
iDoét, CooreRr and return him the Thaoks of both
Xoufes for his Sermon Yefterday delivered before

the General Aflembly, and to requeft a Copy thered
for the Prefs,

Seat up for Concurrence,

CALEB DAVIS, Spezker.

In Scnate, O&ober 20, 1780. |
Read and concarred, acd dbratam Luller, Eig;
joined on the part of the Senare, -

THOMAS CUSHING, Preficen,
True Copy,

Auelt, Joun AvEery, Soer
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XXXth JEREMIAR, 20, 21 Ver.

* Their Congregation {hall
“ be eftablithed before me-
“ and their Nobles thall be

“ of themfelves, and their
“ Governor thall proceed
“ from the mid#t of them”

| EOTHING can be more applicable
to the folemnity in which we gre

- engaged, than this paflage of
facred writ, The Prophecy feems to have

E

E y . -
. been made for ourfelves, it is o exactly
* defcriptive of that important, that cmipre-

~ henfive, that effential ¢ivi] blefling, which
kindles the luftre, and diffyfes the joy of
the prefent day, Nor is this the
B
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paflage of holy Scripture that holds up to
our view a ftriking refemblance between
our own circumftances and thofe of the
antient Hraelites ; a nation chofen by God
a thoatre for the difplay of fome of the
moft aftonifhing difpenfations of his Pro-
vidence. Like that nation we rofc from
oppreflion, and emerged “ from the Houfe
ot Bondagc”: Like that nation we wecre
led into a wildernefs, as a refupge from
ty:anny, and a preparation for the enjoy-
ment of our civil and religious rights
Like that nation we have becn purfucd
through the fca, by the armed band of
power, which, but for the fignal interpo-
{itions of Heaven, muft before now have
totally defeated the noble purpofe of our
cmigration : And, to omit many other
inftances of fimilarity, like that nation we
have been ungrateful to the Supreme Ruler
of the world, and too * lightly eftcemed
the Rock of our Salvation” ; accordingly,
we have been corrected by his juftice, and
at the fame time remarkably {upported and
defended by his mercy: So that we may
difccin our own picture in the figure of
the antient church divinely exhibited to
Moles in vifion, *“ a bufh burning and not
comamed.”  This day, this memorable
gay, is 2 witnels, that the Lord, He whole

“ hand
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“« hand maketh great, and giveth ftrengtlz
unto all, hath not forfaken us, nor our God
forgotten us.”  “This day, whicii .orms a
new ra in our annals, exhibits a teftimony
- to all the world, that contrary to our
~ deferts, and amidft all our troubles, the
blefling promifed in our texi to, the afflicted
{eed of Abraham is come upon us; * Their
Nobles fhall be of themielves, and their
Governor fhall proceed from the midft of
them.”

This Prophecy has an immediate refpect
to the deliverance of the Jews from the
cruel oppreflions of the king of Babylon.
- Their fufferings, when they fell under the

power of this haughty tyrant, as they arc

reprefented to us in facred hiftory, muik
harrow a bofom foftened with the lcalt
degree of humanity. They give vs a fright-
ful picture of the efleés of defpotic power,
~ guided and inflamed by thofe lufts of the
human heart with which it is feldom un-
accompanied. Can we forbear weeping
- for human rature, or blufhing for its de-
: gradation, when we view either the {ufferer
- or the altor in {uch 3 fcene ; the relentlefs
- oppreflor, or thofe who are * fore broken
in the place of dragons {” What can be
more pathetic than the defcription. of i@

B2 given
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given by the fame Prophet who gave the
confolation 1n our text. “ How doth the
% city fit folitary that was full of people!
“ HHow is fhe become asa widow : fhe that
® was great among the nations, and princefs
“ among the provinces?! She weepeth fore
® in the night, and her tears are on her
% checks ; fhe hath none to comfort her;
% her fricnds have dealt treacheroufly with
“ her. Judah is gone into captivity; be-
“ caufe of afliction, and becauvle of great
¢ fervitude, fhe findeth no reft.  Her
“ mighty men are trodden under foot ;
“ her young men are crufhed ; the young
“and the old lic on the ground in the
“ ftrects—Mine eyes do fail with tears;
“ my bowels are troubled, my liver is
“ poured on the carth, for the deftrution
“of the daughter of my people.”

Such are the fruits of lawlefs and defpotic
power 1n a mortal man intoxicated with it:
Such defolations does it make in the earth
—>uch havock in the family of God,
merely for the fake of enlarging it’s bounds
and 1mprefling its terror on the human
bufom. It often, indeed, claims a divine
original, and impudently {upports itfelf not
barely on ihe permiflion, but the exprefs
detiznation of him * whofe tender mercies

re
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are over all his works;” though it exadly
refembles the grand adverfary of God and
man, and isonlya “ roaring lion that {eeketh
whom he may devour.” To plead a divine

right for fuch a power is truly to teach
¢ the do@rine of devils.,” It covets every

'~ thing without bounds: It grafps every
~ thing without pity : It riots on the fpoils
of innocence and induftry : It is proud to
annihilate the rights of mankind; to de-
ftroy the faireft conftitutions of wifdom,
policy and juftice, the broadeft fources of
human happinefs : While it enflaves the
bodies, it debafes the minds of the offspring
of God : Inits progrefs it changes the very
face of nature, it withers even the fruits of
the earth, and fruftrates the bounties of
our common parent. “ Before it is the
garden of God, behind it is a defolate
wildernefs.”-

Looking upon the Jews when groaning
under fuch a power; their armies van-
. quifhed ; the flower of their country cut off
by the {word ; their fortrefles reduced ;
. their cities in athes ; their land ravaged ;
their temple and worthip deftroyed, and
- the remnant of the nation led in chains to
~ a foreign land ; who would have thought
- thatin a few years, thefe citics and this

| temple
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temple fhould rife again from their ruins,
and a people {o totaily enflaved and widely
difpcrfed be reftored to their rights and
pofleflions, their laws and inftitutions ;
peace. liberty and plenty daily augmenting
their numbers, and lighting up the face
of oy through their whole land ; while
the haughty empire of Babylon, from
which tiey had {uffered fo much, fhould
{et torife no more! Such, however, were
the decrces of Heaven ; fuch the predictions
of the infpired Prophets; and fuch the event.

“ Thus faith the Lord of Hofts, [ will
** break his yoke from off thy neck, and
“ will burft thy bonds, and ftrangers fhall
“ no more {erve themfelves of thee; but
““ thou fhalt ferve the Lord thy God: and
* the city fhall be builded upon her own
“ heap, and they fhall come and fing in
“ the height of Zion: And ficlds fhall
“ be bought in this land whereof ye fay it
“ 1s defolate, it is given into the hand of
“ the Chaldeans—men fhall buy fields for
“ money. And they that devour thee
“ fhall be devoured; and they that {poil
“ thee fhall be a {poil. And out of Judah
“ fhall proceed thankfgiving and the voice
“of them that make merry: and I will

“ muliiply them and they fhall not be few ;
6 T

y
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“ 1 will alfo glorify them and they fhall not
“ be {mall. Their children alfe fkall be as
““ aforetime, and their congregation, their
 religious and civil aflemblies, fhall be
¢ eftablithed before me: and I will punifh
 al] that opprefs them: and their Nobles
« thall be of themfelves, and their Gover-
“ nor fhall proceed from the midft of
“ them, and I will caufe him to draw
““ near, and he fhall approach unto me.”

When Nebuchadnezzar invaded the land
of Judea, and brought upon it fuch de-
vaftations and miferies, it was governed by
a King, who fhared in the captivity of his
fubjets, and was led with them by the
conqueror in chains to Babylon. Butin
the happy reftoration promifed in our text,
it is obfervable, that the royal part of their
government was not to be renewed. No
.mention is made in this refrefhing pre-
dition of a King, but only of Nobles,
men of principal character and influence,
who were to be of themfelves, and {uch as
they would chufe to condu their affairs ;
and a Governor, who fhould alfo proceed
from the mdf of them, and prefide over
all, cloathed with a tempered authority and
dignity, not with arbitary power, and the

means of gratifying an unbounded avarice
and ambition,

The
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The form of government originally eftab-
lifhed in the Hebrew nation by a charter
from Heaven, was that of a free republic,
over which God himfelf, in peculiar favour
to that people, was pleafed to prefide. It
confifted of three parts ; a chief magiftrate
who was called judge or leader, fuch as
Jofhua and others, acouncil of feventy cho-
fen men, and the general aflemblies of the
people. Of thefe the two laft were the
moft eflential and pcrmanent, and the firft
more occafional, according to the particular
circumftances of the nation. Their Council
or Sanhedrim, remained with but little fuf-
penfion, through all the viciflitudesthey ex-
perienced, till atter the commencement of
the chriftian@ra. And as to the aflemblies

of thepeople, that they were frequently held
by divineappointment,and confidered as the
fountain of civil power, which they exerted
by their own dccrees, or diftributed into
various channels as they judged moft con-
ducive to their own fecurity, order, and
happinefs, is evident beyond contradiction
from the facred hiftory. Even the law of
Mofes, though framed by God himfelf, was
not impofed upon that people againft their
will ; it was laid open before the whole
congregation of 1{rael ; they freely adopted
it, and it became their law, not only by
divine
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divine appointment, but by thir cwe vofnn
‘ary and cxprels conlent. Upon this account
't is called in the facred writings a Covenant,
compad, or mutual ftipulation,

A folemn renewal of this covenant was
the very laft public a& of Jofhua their re-
nowned leader. ** He gathered all the tribes
ot lfrael to Sechem, and called for the elders
of Ifrael,and for the heads and for the judg-
¢s, and for their officers, and theyprefented
them{clves before God.” The occafion was
great and important ; being rothing lcfs
than to renew their acceptance of the con-
ftitution they had received from Heaven,
aiid folemnly to confirm the national cons-
patt. How auguft was this affembly of a
great natton, 1t's reprefentatives and magi-
ftrates of every order, with their brave and
faithful leadcr at their head; He, who had
heen foremoft to face the dangers of their
caule, who had fought fo many battles for
their happy fettlement, and rendered fuch
various and important fervices to his coun-
try. Ina fhort but nervous and pathetic
addrefls to the aflembly, he reminded them,
of their fmall original ; of the peculiat
favors granted by Heaven to their proge-
nitors ; of their remarkable deliverance
trom the flavery of Fgypt; of the wonders
wrought for them by a divine hand in their

__ C progrefs
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progrefs thro’ the wildernefs ; in their coi”
quefts on the borders of Canaan, and their
firm pofleflion of that promifed land.
Deeply impreffed with this intereflting re-
colle&ion, he warmly declares his own refo-
Jution to abide by that noble caufe for
which they had been led by Heaven from
an ignominious and fervile dependence,
and formded into a diltin® and refpedtable
nation. But a$ the themorable a& of the
day depended Intirely on the cdnfent of
the people, he actordingly refers the mat-
ter to their own freedetermination. “Chufe
you this day whom you will ferve.” It
was impoffible for the pedple not to be
moved by fuch an d4ddrefs ; not to difcern
the excellency of the mofaic conftitutions ;
how well they were adapted to the parti-
cular circumftances of the nation, and the
noble purpofes they were defigned to pro-
mote. The people replied, the Lord our
Gaid we will ferve ; we confent, and are
determined tobe govetned by the laws and
the ftatutes he has been fo gracioufly plea-
ed to afford us. “Then Jofhua faid unto
the people, ye are witnefles againft yourlelves
that ye hiave chofeti the Lord to ferve kim;
and they {aid, we are witnefles.” If evet
we renounce the conftitation and happy

{ettlement graated to us by Heaven ; if evet
we
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we break the facred compad ; this day, ml
all the public and voluntary tranfa‘hons of
it, muft be a witnefs againt us, “Thus
Jofhua made a covenant with the people
at Sechem”, which, we are afterwards told,
he recorded in 2 book, and at the famz
time ereéted 2 monumental ffone upoa the
foot, as a memorial of thefe facred ftipula-
tions, and as a perpetual teftimony, thar the
Supreme Ruler himfelf had not effablifhed
their polity without their own free con-
currence, and that the Hebrew nation, late-
iy redeemed from tyranny, had now a civil
and religious conftitution of their own
choice, and were governed by laws to which
they. had given their folemn confeat,

To mention a]l the paffages in faciz
writ which prove that the Hebrew govera-
ment, tho atheocracy, was yet as to the
outward part of it, a free republic, ﬂnd
that the fovereignty rcﬁded in the people,
would be to recite a lasge part of it's Lil-
tory. I will therefore Gnly aad a fingle in-
ftance. When the tribes of Reuben and
Gad, and the half tribe of Manafiah had
creCted a feparate ahag‘, tho' it alterwards
appeared with no bad insention, all the
other tribes were extremely ahtmed aiid
bmg met 10 General 2 Tobly, deterimined

(0



to make war on their offending bretnren.
But previous to the intended affaule they
agreed to fend an embafly to expoftulate wita
them on the occalion.  Phinchrz and ten
princes, or principal men, were appointed for
this purpofe. Here was an aé ot lovereign-
ty, and an a& of the higheft in portance to
the intereft of any nation, involving in 1t
nothing lcfs than the power of making
peace or war. It was not done by Jolhua,
tho’ he was then alive ; it was an a& of the
cotigregation of Ifrael : The embafly upon
this ‘momentous ma‘ter was cholen, com-
niiiiloned, and Infiuécd by them. * As
it was democratically {eot, fays a great au-
thor, * who wrote conclufively, who tought
bravely, and died glorioufly in the eanfe of
liberty, it was democratrcally reciived : e
was not direted to one man, but to all
the children of Reuben, Gad and Mznaf-
{ah, and the anfwer was fent by them all.”
i he report was made to the congregation,
who fi~ally determined the giand qucltion,
and decided for peace.

Such was the civil conititution of ths
Eebrew nation, till grewing weary of the
gift of Feaven, they demanded a Ki g
After beirg adnmonthed by the Frophst
Sar.ucl of the ingratitude and tolly of e

, I{.qUQH;
* S:e A gernen Sidiiy vpon Goveinmaa,
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ﬁ'equeﬂ they were pum[hed in the prand
of it. Impiety, corruption and diforder of
every kind afterwards increaltng among
them, they grew ripe for the judgroents of
HFeaven in their defolation and caprivity.
Taught by thefe judgments the value of
thofe bleflings they had before defpiled,and
groaning under the hand ot tyranny more
heavy than that of dcath, they felt the
worth of their former civil and religious
privileges, and were prepared to veceiva
with gratitude and joy a reftoration not

barcly o the land flowing with milk and

Y LTy
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: honey, but to the moft precious ar}vamage
- they ever enjoyed in that land, their origi-
3 nal conflitution of government : They were
¢ prepared to welcome with the voice of
mitthand thank{ziving the re-eftablihment
: of their corgregations ; nobles chofen from

- among themfelves, and a governor prosced-

ing from the mid{t of tmem.

Such a conftitution, twice eftablithed by

the hand of Heaven in that nation, fo far
~as 1t refpeds civil and religious liberty ia

- gencral, ought 1o be regarded as a folemn
- Fecogniuon from the Supreme Ruicr bim-

LI-F"'H-: LR

{cif of the rights of human nature,  Ab-
flra@ed fro'n thofe 9,;pmdaws «nd fors
malitics which were pecailar 10 the Jews,

and
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gud deiigned to anfwer fome particular pus;

pofes of divine Providence, it points ou:
m ageneral what kind of government infinitc
wifdom and goodnefs would eftablifh among
*'nam..md

We want not, indecd, a fpecial revelz-
sicn from Heaven to teach us that men arc
born equal and free ; that no man hasa
natural claim of dominion over his neigh-
Bours., nor one nation any fuch claim upon
another ; and that as government is only
the adminiftration of the affairs of a num-
ber of men combined for their own lecurity
end happinels, fuch a focicty have a righe
frecly to determine by whom and in what
manner cheir own affairs thall be adminifter-
¢d. Thefe are the plain ditates of tha:
veafon and commen fenfe with which the
common parent of men has informed the
buman bolom. It is, howcver, a fatisfadli-
on toobferve fuch everlafting maxims of
cquity confirmed, and imprefled ypon the
confciences of men, by the 1nﬂ*”&xon.,
precepts, and examples given us in the fa-
sred ofacles 5 one internal mark of theis
divine orxgma’ and that they come from
him  ** who bath made of one blosd
nations to dwell upon the face of Ihf.;’
cartl, - waofe agthority fandiifies oaly thot

0vE. O SIS



i
( 1g )
“overnments that inftcad of oppreffing su¥

part of his family, vindicate the opprefied,
and reftrain and punifh the oppreflor.

Unhappy the people who are deftitute of
¢he blefling promifed in our text ; who
have not the ulterior powers of government
within themfelves ; who depend upon the
will of another State, with which they arc
not incorporated as a vital part, the interefe
of which muft in many refpedts be oppofire
to their own ; and who at the {ame time
have no fixed conftitutional barrier to reftrain
this reigning power : There is no mean-
nefs or mifery to which fuch a people 1s not
liable : There is not a f{ingle blefling, tho’
perhaps indulged to them for a while, that
they can call their own ; there is nothing
they have not to dread. Whether the go-
verning power be itfelf free or defporic, i
matters not to the poor dependent.  Natt»
ons who are jealous of their own libertics
often fport with thofe of others; pay, It
has been remarked, that the dependent
provinces of free flates have enjoyed leis
freedom than thofe belonging to defpotic
powers. Such was oitr late difmal fituarion,
from which Heaven hath redcemed us by
a fignal and glorious revolution. We
thdught, indeed, we had a chartef to fup-

port
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vort our rights ; but we found a written
eharter, a thin barrier againft all-prevatling
power, that could conitrue it to jts own
awpole, or refcind it by the fword at its
own plecature,

Upon our prefent independence, fweet
“nd valuable as the blefling is, we may read
e infcription, I am found of them that
Jought me not. Be it to our praife or blame,
we cannot deny, that when we were not
‘earching for it, it happily found uvs. [t
certainly muft have been not only innocent
but Jaudable and manly, to have dcfired it
even before we felt the ablolute necclliry
of it. It was our birth right ; we ought
to have valued it highly, and never to have
received a mefs of pottage; a fmall tempo-
rary {apply, asan equivalent forit.  Going
upon the trite metaphor of a mother coun-
try, which has fo often been weakly urged
againft us, like a child grown to maturity,
we had a right to a diftin& fettlement in
the world, and to the fruits of our own
induftry ; and it would have been but
1uftice, and no great generofity, in her who
~{o much boafted her maternal tendernefs to
ns, had {he not only readily acquicfced,
but cven aided us in this fettlement. It is
certain, however, that we did not feek

Aty
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an independence ; and it is equally certairi
that Britain, though fhe meant to oppofe it
with all her power, has by a firange infa-
tuation, taken the moft dire&, and perhaps
the only methods that could have eftab-
fithed it. Her oppreflions, her unrelenting
cruelty, have driven us out from the family
of which we were once a part : This has
opened our eyes to difcern the ineftimable
blefling of a feparation from her ; while,
like children that have been inhumanly
treated and caft out by their parents, and
~at the fame time are capable of taking care
- of themfelves, we have found friendfhip
and refpe from the world, and have

formed new, advantageous, and honorablc
conncctions.

Independence gives us a rank among the
¢ nations of the earth, which no precept of
our religion forbids us to underftand and
feel, and which we fhould be ambitious ro
{upport in the moft reputable manner. Tt
opens to us a free communication with all
the world, not only for the improvement
~ of commerce, and the acquifition of wealth,
but alfo for the cultivation of the moft ufe-
ful knowledge. It naturally unfetters and
expands the human mind, and preparcs it

for the impreflion of the molt exalted vit-

G [ues,
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tues, as well os the reception of the moft
important ldaence, If we look into the
hittory and character of nations, we (hall
find thofe that have been for a long time,
and to any conflidcrable dcgree d¢pendent
npon others, limited and cramped in their
improvements ; correpted by the court, and
fained with the vices of the ruling ftate;
and debafed by an air of fervility and depref-
fion marking their producions and manners.
Servility is not only difbonorable to human
nature, but commonly accompanied with
the meancft vices, fuch as adulation, decett,
falfhood, treachery, cruclty, and the bafeft
methods of fupporting and procuring the

{avour of the power upon which it dcpcndsa

Neither does the time allow, nor circom-
Rances require, that | fhould enter into a de-
tail of all the principlesand arguments upon
which the right of our prefent eftablifbment
is grounded.  They are known to all the
world; they are to be found in the immor-
tal writings of Sidngy and Lacke, and other
slorious defenders of the liberties of human
naturc ; they are alfo to be found, not
dithonored, in the ad&s and publicarions
of America on this great occafion, which
have the approbation and applaufe of the
wife and impartial among mankind, and

even
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even in Britain itfelf : They are the prin-
ciples upon which her own povernient
and her own revolution under W 1
the third were founded ; principles « ;"
bratal force may oppofe, but which reatm
and fcripture will forever fandifv, (he
citizens of thefe States have had {infz
enough to comprehend the full foree of
thefe principles, and virtue enough, in the
face of uncommon dangers, to act upon {c

jult, {o broad, and ftablc a foundation,

It has been faid, that cvery nation is
free that deferves to be fo. This may not
be always troe : But had a people fo illu-
minated as the inhabitants of thefe States,
{o nurtured by their anceftors in the love of
frecdom ; a people to whom divine Provi-
dence was plealed to prefent fo fair an op-
portunity of aflerting their natural right a3
an independent nation, and who were even
compcelled by the arms of their enemics to
take fanctuary in the temple of Liberty;
had fuch a people been difobedient to he
heavenly call, and refufed to coter, who
could have afferted their tile to the alo-
rious wreaths and peculiar bleflings that

are no where beltowed butin thatlwlo wed
place !

v
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it 1s to the dithonor of human nacure,
that Liberty, wherever it has been planted
and flourithed, has commonly required to
be watered with blood. Britain, in her
condu& towards thefc States, hath given a
frefh proof of the truth of this obfervation.
She has actempted to deftroy by her arms
in America, what fhe profefles to defend
by thefe very arms on her own foil.  Such
is the nature of man, fuch the tendency
of power in a nation as well as a {ingle
“perfon. It makes a perpetual effort to
enlarge itfclf,and prefles againit the bounds
that confine it. It lofes by dcgrees all
idca of right but its own; and therefore
that people muft be unhappy indeed, who
have nothing but humble petitions and re-
monftrances,and the fecble voice of a charter
to oppofe to the arms of another nation, that

claims A RIGHT TO BIND THEM IN
ALL CASES3 WHATSOEVER.

Poor Genoa! faysan author® who expofes
with great energy and {pirit the idea of re-
ceiving as the gift of a defpot, by a written
charter, a title to the rights of human nature,
and to which all men are born; ¢ Foor
Genoa! wheretore fhouldeft thou be vain of
exhibiting a charter of privileges given thee
by one Berenger : Conceflions of privi-

leges
L ] .-t
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leges are but titles of fervitude : The true
Charter of Liberty is [ndependency fi»-
sorted by Force~Itis with the point of
the fword the diplomas that ratify this
natural right muft be figned.  Happy
Switzerland ! To what placart oweft
thou thy Liberty ? To thy courage, thy
Grmnefs, thy mounttins. But hold —
I am your Emperor. * We do not chufe
you fhould be any longer fo.” But your
fathers were my father's flaves. ‘It is
for that rcafon their children will not be
your’s.” But I have a right by dignity.—
“ And we have a right by nature. When
did the Seven United Provinces become

poflefled of this inconteftable right ! From

the moment they united ; and from that
moment Philip II. became the Rebel.”

Heaven and earth can bear witnefs that
thefc States are innocent of the blood that
hath been fhed, and the miferies diffufed
by this unrighteous war. We have ftood
upon the ground of juftice, honor, and
liberty, and acted meerly a dcfenfive part.
Not unrcafonable in our demands, not
violent in our councils, not precipitate in
our condu&t, our ‘° moderation has been
known to all men;” and without refufing
a fingle claim that Britain could in equity

make
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make upon us, our perfons, our property,
our rights have been invaded In every
ftep that led to this revolution. 1 do
not with that this fhould be taken for
arantcd barely upon our own declaration,
Without appealing to forcign nations,
whofe condu@® towards us demonfirates
what opinion they form of our principles
and meafures ; we have an acknowledg-
ment of the truth of this affertion from
Britain itlelf ; from men of approved
wifdom, intcority and candor ; from fome
of the firlt chara&ers, and brighteft orna-
ments in her own government ; from in-
numerable fpecches in her Varliaments,
and from folemn protefts in her Houle

of Lords.

Allow me particularly to mention on
this occafion the letters of Mr.HarrL Ly,
member of the Britith Houfe of Commons
for Hull, to his conitituents ; in which he
gives a derail of the meafures of that
government refpedting America, and tpon
which he fays ;—'¢ Ihinking, as 1 have
always thought, that the roUNDATION
and ProsecuTioN of the war againit
America has been unjuft, T have taken
fome pains to lay open thofe infidious
arts which minifters have pra&ifed, that !

may
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may contribute my Afeeble cflorts to win-
dicate my country at large frem fo gric-
vous a charge as that of fupporting an
unjult caufe, knowing it to be pnjuft.”
In another place, he fays, “ When all
thole tranfactions fhall come hereafter to
to be revifed in fome cooler hour, 1 am
. confident there is not a man with a Britifh
heart who will not fay, that in the fame
eircumfitances he would have adted as the
Americans have done.” He goes on,
“ What had the Americans to look to
after the refufal of their laft petition, but
to feck for fhelter in their own flrength
and Independence ! They were cut off
from all pollible communication with their
fovereign and their mother country ; and
the firlt a& of the fecond {eflion of par-
liament was to caft them cut of all na-
tional and parliamentary protection ; to
fend 20,0co German mercenaries againf
them @ to incite an infurrcéion of negrocs
arainft their mafters, and to let loofe the
Indian Savages wpon their innocent and
unarmed back fettlers, and upon defencelefs
women and children.  they had peti-
tioned and addrefled ; they had diiclaimed
every idca of independence ; in return for
which adminiftration fends againft them an
army of 50,000 men. Now let minifters
an{wer
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anfwer to God and their country for the
blood which they have thed. The blood
of thoufands of their fellow creatures,
wilfully and premeditatedly fhed in an un-
juft caufe, will be required at their hands ;
who have taken their full ftretch of ven-
geance, In their attempts to deftroy and
to lay wafte to the utmoft of their ma--
lignant power the lives, liberty, property,
and all the rights of mankind.”

Nothing can be - more full to the point
than this acknowledgment from a gentle-
man of {uch diftinguifhed charadter: He
imputes indeed the whole to the minifters,
bur as it was all adopted and authorifed
by the whole Britith government, it became
an a&t of ihe nation in "general ; though
many worthy individvals, with himfelf,
abhorred the injuftice and cruelty.

In the proteft of the Lords, againft the
prohibitory bill, the diflentient Peers fay,
‘“ We are preparing the minds of the
Americans for that Independence we charge
them with affeéting, -whilt we drive them
to the neceffity of it by repeated injuries.”
“ I rejoice that the Americans have re-
{ifted,” faid Lord Chatham in parliament ;
a thort but {ull teftimony from that great

man
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man to the juftice of our caufe;

Thusare weacquitted from the guilt of alf
this blood that *“ cricth from the ground,”
by the public declarati~ns of many of tha
wilz{t and beft men inBritain ; men who per-

' {c&tly knew all the meafures of her govern-
ment, and all that could be offered to
-~ jultify them, being themlclves a part of this
. government : Men deeply verfed in natural
and polirical law, capable of forming the
trueft judgment upon fo important a point,
" and who cannot be fufpe@ed of partiality in
our favour. With all this juftice on our {ide,
- we ftill put ourcaufe to great hazard by de-
laying to declare ourfelves a feperate n:tion,
even after Britain had with her own hands
violently broken cvery bond cf union.

By this condud of ourenemics, Feaven
-hath granted us an jneftimable opportunity,
~and fuch as has been rarely if ever indul-
2ged to o great a people: An opportunity
1o avail ourfelves of the witdom and cxpe-
‘rience of all paft ages united with that of
the prefent ; of comparing what we huve

feenand felt ourfelves, with what we have

known and read of wthers ; and of chu-

fang for outlelves, uncncumbered with the
K pretentions
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prctenﬂom of royal heirs, or lordly peers,
of fcudal rights, or ecclefiaftical authority,
that form of civil government which we
judge moft conducive to our own fecurity
and order, liberty and happinels : An
opportunity, though furrounded with the
flames of war, of deliberating and deciding
apon this moft intereftin. of all' human
affairs with calmnefs and freedom  This,

inall it’s circumf{tances, is a fingular event ;
it is hard to tell where another fuch fcene
was ever behcld. The origin of moft na-
tions is covered with obfcurity, and veiled
by fiction ; the rife of our own is open a3
it is honorable ; and the new-born flate,
may [ not be allowed to fay. is a ““ fpecta-
cle to men and angels”. Foras piety,
virtue, and morals are not a little interefted
in governtient, fuch a tranfadtion has an
alpect upon both worlds; and concerns us
not only as members of civil fociety upon
carth, bat as candidates for “the city of the

living God, the Jerufalem on high”.

Happy people! who not awed by the
voice of a mafter ; not chained by flavilis
cuftors, fuperftitions, and prejudices, bave
Miberately framed the conftitution unde?
which you chule to live ; and are to g

fubjed
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{ubjec to no laws, by which you do not
confent to bind yourfelves. In fuch an
attitude human pature appears with it's
proper dignity : On fuch a bafis, life, and
all that fweetens and adorns it, may reft
with as much fecurity as human imper[c&-
ion can poffibly admit: In fuch a confli-
tution we find a country deferving to be
Joved, and worthy to be defended. For
what is our country ? Isita foil of which,
tho" we may be the prefent poficflors, we
can call no part our own ? or the air in
which we firt drew our breath, trom which
we may be confined in adungeon, or of
which we may be deprived by theasorthe
halter at the pleafure of atyrant? Is not a
countryaconftitution—-an eftablifhed trame
of laws ; of which aman may fay, “we
are here united in focicty for our cominon
fecurity and happinefs. Thele ficlds and
thefe fruits are my own : The regulations
under which I live are ray own ; l a0 [0t
only a proprictor in the {oil, but I amm part
of the fovereignty of my m..mtry Stich
ought to be the community of men, and
fuch, adered be the gmdnm of the fu-

- preme Ruler o the world, fuch, at prefen

Is our own country ; of which this day
afords a brizht evidence, & gloticss recos.

-..,.i»
alucn, . boo To
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Lo the difappointment of our enemies,
and the joy ot our triends, we have now
attained a {ertled government with a’degree
of peace and unanimity, all circumflances
confidered, truly furprizing. ‘1 he fagacity,
the political knowledge,the patient delibera-
tion, the conftant attention to the grand prin-
ciples of liberty, and the mutual condelcenti-
cnand candor undera diverkity ofapprehens
fion relpedtiog the modcs of adminiflration,
cxhibired by thole who were appointed to
form this conltitution,and bythe people who
satified 1r, mult do immortal honor to our
country. It is, we belicve, *“an happy foun-
dation for many generaiions” ; and the
framers of it arcindeed the Fathers of their
country ; lince nothing is fo effcntial 1o
the inereale, and univerfal profperity of a
cemmunity, as a confiitmion of govern-
ment founded in juftice, "and fiiendly to
Liberty.  Such men have 2 menument of
¢iory more durable than brals or marble,

f need not enlarge before fuch an audi-
cce upon the particular excellencics of
tnits copfritution : Biow eff Gually it mukes
the people the keepers of their own liber-
vos, with whem they are ceruinly fafelt
Liow sicdy ipoizes the powersof goverse

ment,

-f[ 4
i
r

.'ll
e



(29
ment, in order to render ther as far a3
human forefight can, what God ever de-
-~ figned they fhould be, powers only to do
good How happlly it rruards on the onc
“hand againft anarchy and confufion, and
~on the other againft tyranny and opprefii-
“on: How carefully it {eparates the legifla-
tive from the executive power, a point cf-
7 fentdal to liberty : How wilely it nas pro-
: vided for the impartial execation of the
 Jaws in the independent fituation of the
Jujgcs a matter of capital moment, and
;i without which the freedom of a _conflitu-
¢ tion in other refpets, might be often de-
3 Juory, and not realized in the juft fecurity
7 @l the perfon and property of the fubj.t.

In addition to all this, what 2 broad
o foundation for the exercife ot the rights of
i confcience islaid in this conftitution! which
t declares,that ¥ no fubjet thall behurt, mo-
{ lefted, or reftrained in bis perfon, liberty
-or eﬂatc for worfhipping God in the maa-
ner and feafon moft agrecable to the dic-
% taes of his own confcicnce, or for hisreli-
#gious profeflion or fentiments ; and that

every denomination of chriflizns, demean-
- g themfelves peaceably, and as good fub-
- H—“‘b of the commonwealih, {hall be equatiy

'.1-.. "
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under the prete@ion of the law, and ne
fubordination of any one fe& or denomi-
nation to another fhall be eftablithed by
law.” It confiders indeed morality and
the public worthip of God as important tc
the happinels of fociety : And furely it
- would be an affront to the people of this
ftate, as the convention fpeak in their pre-
vious addrefs, “to labor to cenvince them
that the honor and happinefs of a people
depend upon morality ; and that the pub-
lic worfhip of God has a tendency to in-
culcate the principles thereof, as well asto
preferve a people from forfaking civilization,
and falling into a ftate of favage barbarity”.

Of thefe, and other excellent properties
of our prefent conflitution, the citizens of
this ftate are throughly feafible,or well in-
formed, and jealous as they are of their
rights, they never would have adopted and
ratified it with fo great a degree of unani-
mity. They know it is framed vpon an
extent of civil and religious liberty, unex-
ampled perhaps inany country in the world,
gReept America. This muft high]y cndca:;
it to them ; and while it is written upon
their own hearts, they have the fatisfa&ion
to Aind that it has already received the elo.

giums



giums of others, whofe capacity and dittins:
fon render their teftimony truly honoralsic,
But left thro’ the imperfe&ion of hunicn
nature, and after all the deliberaticn and
caution with which it has been forme! ar d
approved, fome inconveniences fhould be
found lurking in it, of which experien ¢
czn belt inform us, a right is exprefsly re-
ferved to the people of retaoving them in
a revifion of the whole, after a fair experi-
ment of fifteen years. 3

When a people have the rare felicicy
of chufing their own government, cvery
part of it fhould firlt be weighed in the
balance of reafon, and nicely adjult 13
the claims of liberty, equity and o1:i-r -
but when this is done, 2 warm and paffiun-
ate patriotiim fhould be added to the refuls
of cool deliberation, to put in motion and
animate the whole machine. The citizens
of a free republic fhould reverence their
conftitution : They fhould not only calmiy
approve, and readily fubmit to iz, but re
gard it alfo with veneration and affi @i -
riitng even to an enthufiafm, like that whe.
prevatled at Sparra and at Rome, Noting
can render a commonwealth morc illui::
ous, nothing more powerful, than fuc

Tado
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manly, fuch a facred fire. Every thing
will thea be fubordinated to the public
welfare ; every labour neceffary to this will
be chearfully endured, every expence rea-

dily fubmitted to, every danger boldly con-
fronted.

May this heavenly flime animate all
orders of men in the ftate ! May it catch
from bofom to bofom, and the glow be
univerfal ! May a double portion of it in-
habic the breafts of our civil rulers, and
impart a lufltie to them like that which fae
vpor the face of Mofes, when he came
down from the holy mountain with the
tables of the Hcebrew cenftitution in his
hand ! Thus will they fultain with true
dignity the firft honours, the firlt marks of
eftecm and confidence, the firlt public em-
ployments beftowed by this new common-
wealth, and in which they this day appear.
Such men mult narurally care for our
{tzte ; men whole abilities and virtues have
obained a fanction from the free fuffrages
of their enlightned and virtuous fellow
citizens.  Are not thefe fuffrages, a public
and folemn teftimony that in the opinion
ot thair conflituents, they are men who
have fteadily adted wvpon the noble princi-

ples



O 93 )

vles on which the frame of our govern-
ment now refts —Men who have gene-
roufly neglected their private intereft in an
ardent purfuit of that of the public—Men
who have intrepidly oppofed one of the
orcateft powers on earth, and put their
fortunes. and their lives to no firail hazard
n fixing the bafis of our frecdom and
- honour. Who can forbear congratulating
our rifing Staic, and cafting up a thanktul
eye. to Heaven, upon- this. great and fin-
gular, occafion, the eftablithment of our
Longreﬂatjon, our Nobles freely chofen
by ourfelves; and our Governour coming

forth at, the call of his country, from the
| mldﬁ, of us.’.

Behold the man, whofe name as Prefident
- of Congrels, authenticates. that immortal
- a&®, which, ip form, conftitutes the inde-
pendence of. thele United States, and by
which a natin was literally born i a day !
See Him, who had taken too. early and
decided a part, and done too much for the
liberties of America, to be forgiven by
it's enemies.! See Him, whofe name, with
i that of another diftinguifhed patriot,® was
exprefsly excepted from.a Britith a& of
aface, and wpon whofe hcad a price was
| 2 virtually

g ? Tha Honorzble Samuer. Avawus, Efqgs
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virtually bid by thofe who meant to en-
Qave us: Behold this very man, declared
by the voice of his country, ¢ the head of
the corner” in our political building ; the
firlt Magiftrate of this free Commonwealth.
It was not in the power of his fellow-
citizens to give an higher tellimony how
well they remember the generous and
important fervices he has already rendered
to his country, and how much they con-

fide in his difpofition and abilittes fill to

ferve 1t.

May God Almighty take his Fxcellency
and the other honourable branches of the
government, the Licutenant-Governour, the
Council, the Senate, and Houfe of Repre-
fentatives into his holy prote@ion, and
anite them in meafures glorious to them- |
felves, and happy to their country ! Vefted
as. they are with particular honours, they
have a painful preheminence : Their dif~
tinctions call them to the moft weighty and
imporiant cares, at a time when the admi-
niftration of public affairs is artended with
peculiar difficulties.  They need therefore
the gracious dire@ion and aff'ﬂam,c of the
“blcffed and only Potentate,” which, in
this folemn affembly of rulers and people,
we eintly and devoutly mmsplore,

The
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The peeple of a free State have a right
to expcd from thofe whom they have
honoured with the dire@ion of their public
concerns, a faichful and unremitting atten-
tion to thele concerns. He who accepts

public truft, pledges himfclt, his facred
honaur, and by his official oath uppcals (G
his God, that with all good fidelity. and
the utmolt of his capacity he will difcharae
this traft. And that Commonwealth which
doth not keep an eye of care upon tholc
who govern, and obferve how they behave
in thcu‘ {cveral departments, in order to
regulate its fuffrages upon this ftandard, will
{oon find itfelf in perplexity, and cannot
expect long to preferve cither its dignity cr
happincfs.

Dignity of condu& is ever connelted
with the happincls of a State ; parmuh[‘\;
at its rifc, and the (irft appcarance 1t makes
in the world. Then all eyes are turned
upon it ; they view it with sitention ; and
the firft impreflions it makes are commonly
lalline.  This circumflance muit render
the conduét of our prefent rulers peculiarly
important, and fall with particular weight
upon their minds. We hope from their
wildom and abilities, their uniainted in-
tegrity and unihaken firancls, this new

2 mr ned
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tormedCommonwealth will rife with honoui
and applaule, -and- attrad that relpe, whick
the number and - quality of its inhabitants,
the extent of- its territory and commerce,
and the natural advantages -with which 1t
is bleft, cannot fail, under a good govern-
ment,.to command. « ¢ - . A
From our prefent happy eftablifhment
we may: reafonably hope tor a new cnergy
in government; an-encrgy that fhall be
fele in all parts of the State: !'We hope
that the finews -of civil authority through
its whole frame will be well braced,  and
the public intereft in all its extended
branches be well attended to ; that nc
officer will be permitted to negle@ the
duties, or tranfgrefs the bounds of Lis de-
partment ; that peculations; frauds, and
even the {maller oppreflions in any office,
will be watchiully prevented, or exempla-
rily punifhed ; and that no corruption will
be aliowed to reft in any part of the
poliical body, no not in the extremett,
which may [pread by degrees, and finally
reach the very vitals of the community.

Righteoufnefs, fays one of the greateft
politicians and wileft princes that ever lived,
““ Righteoufnels exalteth a nation.” - This.

L
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maxim doth not barely reft upon his ow
but alfo on a divine authority ; and the
srath of it hath been verified by the cxpc=
ricnce of all ages.

Our cvil l‘ll]f.’I’S will remember, that ag
picty and virtue fupport the honour and hap-
pinefs of every community, they are pecu-
liarly requifite in frec government. Virtue
is the fpirit of a Republic; for where all
power is derived from the people, all de-
pends on their good "difpofition. If they
are impious, factious and fcl‘ilh if they are
abandoned to idlenefs, dlfﬁpatlon, luxury,
and extravagance ; if they arc loft to the
fear of God, and the love of their country,
all is " loft. * Having got beyond the re-
ftraints of a divine authority, they will not
brook the control of laws enaced by rulers
of their own creating, - We may therefore
rely that the prefent Government will do
all it fairly can, by authority and example,
to anfwer the end of its inftitution, that the
members of this Commonwealth may Jead
¢ quiet and peaceable life in all copLI-
NEss as well ‘as honefly, and our liberty
never be juftly reproached as licentioufnefs.

I know there is a diverfity of {entiment
refoedting the extent of civil power in reli-
b g10US
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gious matters. Inftead of entering into the
difpute, may I be allowed from the warmth
of my hcart, to recommend, where con-
{cirnce is pleaded on both (ides, mutual
caadour and love, and an happy union of
all denominations in fupport of a govern-
ment, which though human, and therctore
not abfolutely perte&, is yet certainly found-
ed on the broadeft bafis of liberty, and at-
fords cqual protedtion to all  Warm par-
ties upon civil or religicus matters, or fron;
perfonal confiderations, arc greatly injurious
to a free State, and particularly {u to onc
newly formed. We have indeed lofs of
this than might be cxpeéted : We fhall be
happy to have none atall; happy indeed,
when every man fhall love and ferve his
country, and have that fhare of public in-
fluence and refpe&, without ditin&ion of
parties, which his virtues and fervices may
jultly demand. This is the truc fpirit of a
Commonwealth, centring all hearts, and all
hands in the common intereft,

Neither piety, virtue, or liberty can
fong flourifh 1n 2 community, where the
cducation of youth is negleted. How
much do we owe to the care of our venera-
ble anceftors upon this important objed *
Had not they lald fuch foundations for
D tratning
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crainine up their children in knowledge
and religion, in fcience, and arts, fhould
we have been fo refpectable a community
s we this day appear i Should we have
anderflood our rights fo clearly ? or valued
them fo highly ! or defended them with
fuch advantage ! Or fhould we have been
prepared to lay that bafis of liberty, that
happy conflitution, on which we raife
fech large hopes, and from which we
derive fuch uncommon joy? We may
therefore be confident that the {chools,
and particularly the univerfity, founded
snd cherithed by our wife and pious
{athers, will be patronized and nurfed by
a government which is fo much indebted
to them for its honour and efficacy, and
the very piinciples of its exiftence. 'The
prefent circumftances of thofe inftitutions
call for the kindeft attention of our rulers;
and their clofe connetion with every public
intereft, civil and religious, ftrengly en-
forces ihe call.

The fciences and arts, for the encou-
ragement of which a new foundarion®
hath lately been laid in thisCommonwealth,
deferve the countenance and particular
favour cf every government. ‘They are
not only ornamental but ufeful: They not

only

® The Ameiican Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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enly polifh, but fupport, enrich, '1r~d dc—-
fend a community., As they d:_hght in
liberty, they are particularly fnendly to
free States. Barbarians are fierce and un-
governable, and having the grofeft ideas.
of order, and the benefits refulting from
it, they require the hand of a fterr mafter ;
out a people enlightened and civilized by
the {ciences. and liberal arts, have fenti-
ments that fupport liberty and good laws:_
They may be gmdcd by a ﬁlken thread ;

and the mild punifhments proper to a free

Statc are fufficient to guard the public.
peace. |

An cftablifhed honour and ﬁde]iry in.
all public engagements and promifes, form
a branch of righteoufnefs that. is wealth,
is power, and fecurity to a State : It pre-
vents innumerable perplexities : It creates,
confidence in the government from fub-

je&s and from firangers: It facilitates the
moft advantageous conne&ions.: It extends.

credit; and cafily obtains fupplles in the
moft prcﬁ" ng piblic emiergencies, and when.
nothing elfe can obtain them : . While the
want of it, whatever benefits fome fhort-

{ighted politictans may have promifed from
delufive expedients, and deceitful arts, ren-

ders a State weak and contempnble ; ftripa.
it
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‘e of jts defence; gricves and provoke it
friends, and delivers it up to the will ot iz
enemics.  Upon what does the power ¢
che Britith nation chiefly reft at this mo-
ment ? That power that has been fo un-
rightcoufly cmployed againlt Agn':::'ia:: '
Upon the long and nice prefervation of hes
faith in all menied matzers,  With aii b
injufticc in other inftances, meer policy hatk
- obliged her to mainuin g fair charafie
~with her creditors.  The fupport this batl:
' given her in frequent and expenive wari,

1 L

by the fupplies it has enabicd hor to rais
. upon foan, is altopithing. Dy tois hes
oovernment hath avaited itleif of the whoiz
immenfe capital of the national deor,
which has becn expendea in the pubiic
(ervice, while the creditors content thens
{elves with the bare payment of the inter-
et It may be demonftrated’ thar tic
orowing refources of thele flates, uncer
the condud® of prudence aad jultice, arc
fafficient to form a fund of credi forpro,
8 (ccuting the prefent war, {o ruinous (o
4 Briain, much longer than that rauos,

L]
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4 loaded as fhe now s, can paffibly fupport it,
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11 this is allowed to be important at all
times, and to all ftates, it muft be peculiarly
{0 to thofe whole foundations are newly
laid, and who are but jult numbered among
the nations of the carth. They. have a
national charater to eftablifh, upon which
their very exiftence may depend.  Shall we
not then rely that the prefent government
will employ every meafure in their power,
to maintain in this commonwealth a cleaz
jultice, an untainted honour in all public
engagements ; in all laws  refpeéting
property ; in all regulations of taxes ; in all
our condu@ towards our fiter ftates, ang
towards our allies abroad,

The treaty of alliance and {riendthip be-
fween HIs MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY
and thele ftates, is engraved on every bofom
{riecndly to the rights and independence of
America. If fidelity dwells in fuch bofoms,
i+ will be confpicuous on every occalion of
verforming cur own part of thele facred
fiipufations,  Tae intereft 15 indeed mu-
tal, as was openly confefled : The treaty
5 therefore natural, and likely to be lafting,
But wutual hutereft doth not always banifla
gencrofity ; a proof of which our tlluftri-
cusAlly hath givenin this compad; a proof
net toapplaudad in Lurope, tho particulas

¥
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Iy felt and acknowledged in America, 1§
will not affront cither the underfianding or
the teelings of this refpetable audience, by
attempting formally to demonflrate that we
have received great advantages and fuppore
from this friendthip. It is impoflible we

- fhould forget the firlt pledge of it, in the

{quadron lent to cur aid under the orders
of that vigilant, adive and intrepid com-
mander the CouNt D'EsTAING ; who
greatiy difconcerted the defigns of the ene-
my, and did every thing for us that wildom
and valcur, in his fituation, could perform.
Nor need [ call your attention to that im-
porfant armament lately arrived to our
aflitance, under leaders of diftinguifhed
abilities, and the moft eftablifhed military

" reputation.  France, tho a monarchy, has

beer the nurfe and proterels ot ftree re-
publics. *witzerland among others can
atteft to this :  Fler free States can atierl,
that during analliance withErance of more
than thrée hundred years, their hibertics
have been copnftantly ‘befriended by that
nation, and every part of the treaty for
their fupport pund&tually performed. . This
they have ackgowledped in 2 late {olemn
renewal of the alliance  An bappy omen
to thele States, whofe cirwmﬂamcs are 1n
many refpe@s fimilar to thofe of the united
cantons of Swiizerland.

G2 Ths
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he perfonal and reyal accomplifiments
~f Lo Is THE SIXTEENTH are known
admired far beyond lLis own extended
dominions, and afford the brighteit profpe&:
20 his ﬂlec&s and allies.  The reign of
this monarch diffules new {pirit through his
kinpdom, and gives frefhnefs to the glory
of ¥rance. A Britith author, 1 his ac-
count of the regulations which took piace
after this prince had aicended the throne,
calls him “a paternal and patriotic fovereign,
wwho wherever he appears is loaded with the
Lleflings of his fubjedts.”  The celebrated
Rir. Purke, in his fpeech before the Britifh
fiovie of Commons on February laft, adds
sz own teflimony to this, when {peaking
of fome reforms in the finances and the
conrty of France, he fays, * The minifter
who dees thefe things Is a great man, but
*he prince who defires they {hould be done,
s o far oreater : We mult do juftice to our
carmics ; thefe are thea@lscia PATRIOT
King". The {siendfhip of fuch 2 monarch
smnft be valuable inaced | |

r-r-
.ﬂ.
8 i

The other grear and powerfal branch of
the houle of Bourbon, the king of Spain,
tho' not at prefent formally allied to us, is
yet evidently engaged in our canfe, by the
enjon of his arms with thofe of France,

\E
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We cannct ve wanting i the fentimenss
due to the amlty and aid of f rcf fahte
a potentate. May GodAlmighty blofs theis
Princes, and their dominisns ; .;md CLOWR
' their arms, and thole of Amicrica, with fuck
fuccels as may foon reflore to a teeding
wortld the bleflings of peace !

Peace, peace, we ardently with ; butne
wpon terms difhonourable to ourf; felvs ves, OF
dangerous to our liverties ; ana our cuc
tmics fecmunot yet piepamd to aliow it upan
any other. At prefent the voice of provi-
dence, the cail of sur fHll invaded country,
and the cry of every thing cear to us,
all unite to rouze us to profecnie the war
with redoubled vigour ; upon tue fucceis
of which all our free conftitutions, ail our
hopes depend. I nced not enumerats the
formcer or more recent cvents Gt the war,
and the faveurs or chaftifements of beaver
fent to us i thele events : They are known
to you ; they canaot be forgotten : God
grant they may be properly improved !
Thro' his aid, amiait all cur miftzkes and
GIT01S, We h:m: ah'eady donc grea things ;
but ** our warfarc 1s not yet ?”“E'T}pi farﬁ":

And our rulers, we hepe, L{::: z
General, will think nothinry da
any thing remains undens,

'33-?
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We have depended too much upon pat-

iial meafures, temporary expedients, fhort
and interrupted eflorts made only upon
the fpur of theoccafion. An a'my efta-
blithed in proper numbers, for the whole
duration of the war,and fealonably furnithed
with all neceflary fupplics, is now univerfally
acknowledged of the utmoft conlcquence
to the liberties of America. Particular atten-
tion will certainly be paid to the recom-
mendations of this great object from the
Commander in chief—thatilluftricus man,
formed by heaven for the important truft
he fultains, and to draw to a point the con-
fideuce of thefe free ftates, and a patriotic
army. Part of the gladnefs of this day
rifes from the general expeQation, that our
new government will give new vigour tothe
mealures necellary to this momentous pur-
pole ; that thele mealures will be inftantly
purfued, and without that delay we have
too much expericnced in times paft ; and
which, at this feafon, muflt prove greatly
diftrefling, if not fatal to our country.

Can wehefitate a moment at the burden and
expence ! It is impoflible.  Why have the
citizens of America been framing fuch wife
and excellent conflitutions, if they meant
not to maintain, but leave them to become
ne Iport of their enemics ? If after all the

mzmorab la
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emorable things we have done to repel
Jawlefs power, and eftablith our rights ; if
after all we have endured in a war
favagely conduéted by our enemies ; if
after the rank we have taken, and the repu-~
ration we have acquired as an independent
nation, we fbould now relax in our efforts,
and fuffr tyranny finally to prevail, who
can bear to think of the confequences, of
to look upon the piCture imagination pre-
{ents? In fach 2 reverfe, we may wriic
upon this fair region the infcription given
to an antient dungeon.—* You who enter
here, [eave behind you every hope”.  What
would not this people do; what exervons
would they not make, rather than fubmit to
fuch debafement and mifery ? It s with
you, our civil fathers, todire& fuch a fpirit,
and fuch exeriions, in a manner the mof:
effcctual to the falvation of our country.

What heroes have bled, what invaluable
fives have been offered up to redeem ug
from {lavery, and place us on a free confti-
tution ? ‘1 heir names will never die : Their
honours will never wither, # mong thele we
fce 2 WARREYN, and a MONTGUMEY ¢
Liberty wept over their tombs ; and there
would have remained inconfolate, had fhe
not belcld a fucceffion of partriots and

Warriors
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warriors rifing in the fame fpirit.  Righes
retiieved with fuch blood as hath flowed
trom the veins of America 1n our great
caufe, muflt certainly be held by us at an
inelimable price, and improved to the
areatelt advantage ; nor can any thing fhew
rheir value in a clearer light, than a good
sdminiftration of our frce governments.

Gur prefent ralers, as principal founders
of the conftitution, cannot but regard it
with parental tendernefs. They cannot
bere love their own offspring, efpecially
when it has features and charms to attracs
che love and admiration of the world :
And loping that their names and their
glory may long live in fuch an offspring,
h:cy have an trreffiible motive to guard
seaintt cvery thing that may weaken or
deform “t: every thing that may render 1ts
criftence fhort, precaricus, of difiononrable,

The fame kind of motive mull excite
shic body of the people to the fame cares
it is with you alfo mwy {cllow-citizens, by
whefe eppointsent this confiltuion was
framed, 2nd who have folemnly acknow-
fedged 1t to be your cwa ; it 1s with you
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preferve it from the corruption that is in
the world ;7 and to pioducc it upon the
great theatre of nations with advantage
and glory. We have now a government
tree indeed ; but after all, it remains with
the people, under God, to make it an
honourable and happy one : This muft ulti-
mately depend upon the prudence of their
cle@ions, and the virtue of their condudt.
A government framed by ourfelves for our
own benefir, and according to the fairctt
models of our own minds, and adminiftred
by men of our own . choice, ought to be
more deeply refpeéted, and more rcligioufly
fupported by us than any kind of impofed
authority. Having defined 2nd adjufted its
POWErS by ovr own dccifions, and made
thofe who are vefted with foch as arc in-
proper to be long continued in the fame
hands, amenable, at fhoit intervals, to the
jndgment  of the people, we never can
allow it 100 much weight and energy ; we
only fupport ourfelves in {upporting fuch
authority : While to oppofe or weaken i,
or bring it under an unduc influence, is

“with the hand of a parricide to deftroy

order, liberty, and happincfs.  Upon this
general principle, and to cffablifh a dignity
and independence, where they muft forever
operate to the benefit of the community,

g the
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the citizens of this State have by their pre-
fent Conftitution, moft frecly and wifely
{ccured to their chief Magiftrate, and the
Jullices of the fupreme judicial Court, per-
mmahent and honourable falaries ; an article
which, we cannot doubt, will be facredly

obfcrved in the true {pirit of theConftitution.

In a word, if the Rulers and the Peeple
a&t throughout in this fpirit; if they mu-
{ually watch over and fuftain each other ;
and thofe virtues are cultivated among us
which fupport and dre fupported by a free
Republic, our new Government will then
open with the moft happy omens, and the
commencement of it will be the zra of our
rifing fclicity and glory.

While we reccive in the fettlement of
our Commiclwealth a reward of our at-
chicvements and f{ufferings, wc have the
further confolation to refle@, that they
have tended to the general welfare, dnd
ihe {upport of the rights of mankind.
The firuggle of Ametica hath afforded to
cporcdled Ireland a favourable opportunity
. nfifling upon her own privileges : Nor
io any of the powers in Kurope oppofe
our cavle, or feem to with it may be
unfuccefslul,  Britain has maintained her

paval
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aaval fuperiority with {fuch marks or
haughtine(s and oppreflion as have jultly
pivel umbrage to the nations around her :
They cannot therefore but wifh to {ec her

- power confined within reafonable bound,
' and fuch as may be confiftent with the fafety

- of their own commercial rights. This, ticy

know would at lealt be exceeding difli-
cult, thould the rapidly increafing force of
thele States be reunited with Britain, and
wielded by her,as it hath been in time pait,
again(t every nation upon whom fheis pleatcd
to make war.  So favourable, through the
divinz {urperintendence, is the prefent fitu-
ation of the powers in Europe, to the libe-
ties and independence for which we are
contending.  But as individuals muft part
with fome natural liberties for the fake of
the {ecurity and advantages of f{ociety ; the
{fame kind of commutation muft take place
in the great republic of nations. The rights
of Kingdoms and States have their bounds;
and as in our own eftablithment we are not
likely to find reafon, I truft we fhall never
have an inclination to exceed thefe bounds,
and juftly to excite the jealoufy and oppo-
{ition of other nations. It is thus wildom,
moderation and {ound policy would conne&
Kingdoms and States {or their mutuval advan-
wage, and preferve the order and harmeny.

- Hoz2 :
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of the world. Tn all this thele free Srates
will find thetr own fecurity, and rife by
natural and unenvied degrees 1o that emi-
acnce, for which, i wouid fain pafwade
myfelf, we are defigned.

It s laudable to lay the foundations of
our Republicks with cxtendcd views. Rome

vole to empire becaule fhe carly thought
herlelt deftined for 1. The grear objed
was continually before the eyes of her fons:
It enlaroed and invigorated their minds; it
excited their vigilanee ; it clated their cou-
rage, and prepared them to embrace toils
and dangers, and fubmit to every regulation
friecndly to the freedom and profperity of
Rome. They did great things becaufe they
belicved themfelves capable, and born to do
them. They reverenced themfelves and
their country ; and antmated witi: unbound-
ed refped for it, they every day added to
its ftrength and glory.  Conqueft is not in-
decd the aim of thele rifing States ; {ound
policy muft ever forbid it: We have before
us an objed more truly great and honour-
able. We feem called by heaven to make
a large portion of this globe a feat of know-
ledge and liberty, of agriculture, commerce,
and arts, and what is more important than
all, of chriftian picty and virtve, A cele-
brated
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brated Britith hiftorian ouierves, it 1 weli
remember, that the natural features of Ame-
rica are peculiarly ftnking.  Qur moun-
tains, our rivers and lakes have a fingular
air of dignity and grandeur.  May our
conducét correfpond to the face of our coun-
try ! At prefent an immenfe part of it lics as
nature hath left it, and human labour and
art have done but little,and brightened only
fome {mall fpc':cks of 2 continent that can
afford ample means of fubfiftence to many,
many inillions of the human race. It re-
mains with us and our pofterity, to  make
the wildernels become 2 fruitful ficld, and
the defert bloffom as the rofe ;7 to eftablifh
the honourand happinefs of this new world,
as far as it may be juitly our own, and to
invite the injured and opprefled, the worthy
and the good to thefc fhores, by the moft
liberal governments, by wife political infti-
tutions, by cultivating the confidence and
friendfhip of other nations, and by a facred
attention to that goipel that breaths “ peace
on earth, and good will towards men.”
Thus will our country refemble the new
city which St. John faw “ coming down
from God out of heaven, adorned as a bride
for her hufband.” Is there a benevolent
[pirit on carth, or on high, whom fuch a

profped would not delight
But
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But what are thofe illuftrious forms
chat feem to hover ovcr us on the prefent
great occafion, and to lovk down with
pleafure on the memorable tranfactions of
this day ! Are they not the founders and
lawgivers, the {kilful pilots and brave de-
fenders of free States, whole fame * flows
down through all ages, enlarging as i:
flows” ! They, who thought no toils or
vigilance too great to eftablith and proteét
the rights of human nature; no riches
too large to be exchanged for them ; no
blood too precious to be fhed for their
redemption ! ~——But who are they who
feem to approach nearear to us, and in
whofe countenances we difcern a peculiar
mixture of gravity and joy upon this
{olemnity ? Are they not the venerable
Fathers of the Mallachuletts ; who though
not perfe&t while they dwelr in flcfh,
were yet greatly diftinguifhed by an ardent
plety, by all the manly virtues, and by
an unquenchable love of liberty———They,
who to form a retreat for it, crofled the
ocean, through innumerable difficulties,
to a favage land: They, who brough:
with them a broad Charter of Liberty,
over which they wept when it was wrefted
from them by the hand of power, and an

tnfidious cne placed in its room. With
what
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what pleafure do they feem to behold
their children, like the antient feed of
Abraham, this day reftored to their ori-
oinal foundations of freedom ! their Go-
vernor ** as at the firft, and their Coun-
cellors as at the beginning”? Do they
not call upon us to defend thefe founda-
tions at every hazard, and to perpetuate
their honour in the liberty and virtue of
the State they planted !

O thou fupreme Governor of the world,
whofe arm hath done great things for us,
cftablifh the foundations of this Common-
~ wealth, and evermore defend it with the
faving {trength of ¢hy right hand! Grant
that here the divine conftitutions of Jefus
thy Son may ever be honoured and main-
tained ! Grant that it may be the refi-
dence of all private and patriotic virtues,
of all that enlightens and fupports, all that
{fweetens and adorns human {ociety, till
the ftates and kingdoms of this world
fhall be {wallowed up in thine own king-
dom : In that, which alone is immortal,
may we obtain a perfect citizenfhip, and
enjoy in its completion, “ the glorious
Liberty of the Sons of God !~—=And
fet all the people fay, AMEN!
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