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e HE /earned Reader is defic’d not to expedt
(2 T & any thing Critical or Plilofophical in the
'“g'g%-.;% following Effzy ; but a ftudied Plainefs
" and Simplicity of Method, Style and Rea-
{foning ; adapted to Readers of a lower Foriiz, to
inform affe&t and confirm fuch, and yet at the
{fame time to gratify Thofe of a bigher Clafs.
This being the Asthsr’s Aim and Endeavour, he
accordingly commends it to the Blefing of GOD.
for Gsreral Ule and Service. | |
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The Evident Signatures

of Divine Infpiration,
in the firff Pages of the

HOLY ORACLES

In-a brief Differtation on I;he
Three firft Chapters of
GENESIS,

H5HI &R EBANY excellent Pens, in our Nation,

SoMoaeak® have of late Years appeared in De-
ﬁ#%@%? fence of Divine Revelation ; which
ﬁ’ﬁ 5&.&’ has been boldly attack’d, openly
%’@% infulted, and fometimes profanely
WSy ridicul’d, by the Deiffs and Infidels
~of the prefent Day ; with a Pre-

tence to fuperior Underftanding and Judgment, and
Breedom of Thinking 5 as if all befide Zbem/elves
were hoodwink’d and fhackled by Prejudices of E-
ducation, ot corrupted and reftrained by - Worldly
o | - duterefts ;
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Intzrefis s and Z2¢y alone were the Men of frea
Tho', Smcerity and Courage, and Wifdom were to
die ¢ Jz{i' Jg)ﬁ’ﬁf

‘Great has been the Prouwscation to anf{wer fome
of the more Jicswtisns and {currilous Advecates for
Infidelity according to their Holly, left they be
vife in their own Conceir: But great has been
the Guard and Caution ocn the part of the noble

and ferious Defenders of the Divine Authority of
‘he B:blz, to write with Decency and Juitice, Re-
verence and Gravity, Reafon and Argument, on

a Subjett of fo great Importance to the Honour of
Gad and the Salvation of Souls. They have ne-
verthele(s courended earnefily jer toe Faith, while
they have given the Reafun of it with Mee,wg/} of
17ifd2:2 3 and Eno’ has been {aid to convince Gain-
[azers, to ﬁ‘fp the Mouths of unraly and vain Talkers,
and to confirm the S.uls of the Diftiples.
I am my S¢/f in a particular manner obliged to
ention, with great Acknowledgment, the Pleaﬁ"re
=0d Benchit I fourld in reading Dr. Thiinas Burnet’s
Demonttration of true Religion in a Chain of Scrip-
ture Confequences ; and a later Authsr of Revela-
2isn exain’d with Candcur ¢ to which the follow-
ing Difjzrtatiziz owes its Rife. It pretends not to
any like Elabsratencs, but is written for People of
a lower Rank, who cannot rife to the Price of the
fore-named Books. We write for the Places where
we live, and for the Pesple to whom we belong ;
and at the Requeft of 749/ to whom the follow-
ing Pazes were acceptadle and profitable from the
? ’p under another burzizy 1 siow publifh them in
$0is of a Differtation on the firfs Chapters af the
Bizie
If toefe firf? Pf'gs: in the Book of God. do not
appear worthy of his If.y})z'mtiuﬂ we may cven
give up the Reft of the Bive. If God has no
fpoken
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{poken to us by Mofes, neither has He by the fol-
lowing Propbets ; no, nor by Jesus and his A
poftles. But if it be Evident that Mofes wrote by
Inf{piration of God, it is a furé and ftrong Foun-
dation for, and Argmzzeﬁt of ‘the Credibility of the
whole Sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Tefta-
ment 5 which we find bearing a_ftrict Reference
unto, Ag:ee;?zeﬂt with, and to'be the Fulfilment of
what Mo/¢s has wmten

 The whole of Rewealid Religion, the whole
Doétrine of Chriftianity, ftands on this Foot. The
Pmpbets and Apoftles all’ bear Witnefs to the Wris
tings of Mofes. The Old Tefiament ends with this,
¢ Remember the Law of Mefes my Servant I’ and
the New begins and ends with the like Teftimony
to Him as Infpired of God, and fent by Him. It

begins with Ieadmg us back to Mofes, Joh. v. 39,
43, &c. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think

e bave Eternal Life, and Thefe dre they that teftify
of Me: Do not think that I will accufe you unto theé
Father 5 there is one thar accuferh’ you, even Mofes,
i1 wbm ye trufp : For bad e believed My ofes ye
cwould bave believed Me, for be wrote of Me s Bat f
ye beheue rot bis thmgs bew fhall ye belive my
Wirds 2 --- And if we look to the Cli/z of our Bi-
ble, we find it ending with ¢ ¢he Saﬂg of Mofes gmd
the Lamb.

I will not go into the Honours of Mofes, as they
are deliver’d to us-in the Sacred Pages, left it thould
feem a begging the Queflion before us ; but ler us
only open our Bibles and read the fhort Narrative
given of the Creation of the Earth and of Man
upon it, his Siz and Fadgment, and fee whether
it be nm: moft worthy of the Majefly, Holinefs and
Girace of the Mosr Hicn ; the moftfitand proper
Beginning of a Revelatisn of Ged to Man.

The
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The ficft Book of Afofes is F:ﬂm ical,  And it i3
the grand Honour of Hiffory that the Revelations
of God begin thus. And if we weigh the Thing
well we matt needs judge that the Injpired Oracles
muft fo begin. Lapled and ignorant Mankind by
Hofes Time needed a Hiftory of their owz Begin-
ning, their firf State and the Orygine of Evil,
And this muft be a Dséirinal Hiffory, concerning
GOD and Zhemfelves ; bow God made Thein and
all Things wery good ; what He made em for, and
what He required of them; Zow they came into
their prefent State of Sin and Mifery, and what
Way there is for their Recswery out of it This is
the Arzuiment and Subﬂ“ance of the Book of Genefis,
and more efpecially of the firff 1hrse C‘b:?pte;s of it.

GOD there informs us firft concerning Hiuserr,
his Own Everrar Brixg arp GODH‘“.&.D . and
then conceraing hLis 77urks, the Origine of the
#srld, and the Manner ‘and End of our cws
.i:arma*mn. In what cther, or better Manner can
we think thata Revelation from God fhould begzn ?
The Arf} Ver/z of tie Bidle {hows it to be the Book

C.xd < In the Be rirning God created the Hea-
wem and the Earih. 'ﬂ hat, but ¢3is, thould be the
firp Linz of Seriptzre ¢ The Divise ’\Ja]ESTY
here {peaks of H:n.f !f as the Firft Canfe of all
Thmcr.: ; That ﬂ_l Him ana to Himn are o] ‘fz’:mgf
audﬁﬁ Hff I".w:'f*‘ {7e Iwc.-':-_; {Zf.—- ﬂff"r T 5:851’3&#5,& Th{,
6r2 only true Feundation of all Scizece and of all
Religion. It was not poftible for 4zn to know any
thing aright concercing Himi eir, or the Vifible
Works of God, till he knew this. Z¥isis the I-
sizze and S#pv :;L o1z of God upon the Bl in
the fieft Line of it.  God beicg to write His Book,
for the Ufe of the Scns of ] \Ieng thro’ all Genera-
ions, put his Nawme before it in thele Words, In
5o Besicgivg GQOD crostzd the Heavens and ike

-
- 4 -
E II':".i"i- r
Fa " rlf *

LT

GO



firl Chapters of GENESIS, ¥

GOD is here reprefented as Self- Exifient, andin
bis own Times, asthe bleffed and only Paz‘eﬁmte
giving unto all Things their Exiftence and Bemg |
vifible and invifible ; by an A¢t of his #ill,and a
Word of his Power. How well does this firft Line
of Mafes agree tothe P/alinwhich bears his Name ?
Plal. xc. 2, 4. Before the Mountains werebro’t fortbh,
ot ever Thot badft formed the Earth and-the World,
frome Ewverlafting to Evwerlafling Thon art God : For
a thoufand lears in thy Sight are but. as Yeflerday
when it is paft, and as a I atsh in the Nng: The
Eternal God fpeaks by Mefes of His own Eternity,
how He was before all Things ; and the Infinite
God {peaks of his own Infinity, his infinite Power
whlch by @ Word bro’t the vifible Heavens and
Earth into their Being and Order ; firft command-

ed the Matter into Being, fufﬁment tor the form-
ing the Univerfé, and then {pake it into that Beauty

and comely Propomon which our Eyes behold.---

What, bas This, ought the firt Line of facred
Scrlpture to contain ? He that does not fée or read
God in it is blind ; and he that does not hear God
{peaking in it of Hlmfe]f has no Underftanding
of what he hears. The God of infinite Wifdomg,
Power and Goodnefs fpeaks of thefe his' immenfe
Perfedtions, in thefe few Words, as plainly and
copioufly as if Poluines were writ of them.

In the Beginuing, {cil, of the Univeife ; when
the WWorlds came into Bemg, the upper ind the
lower ; it was meerly by the Sovereign i/l and
Word of the LORD GOD ; at what Time and in
what Order. Tlhefe Worlds had their Bewmnlng,buf‘
GOD hadnone. God gave Them their Exiftence,
when, where and how it pleafed Him ; . and made
all moft good and perfeéf, for His Own Praife and
Glory. 'There was 0 other Will, Wifdom, Good-
hefs or Fower to do this, but His who is hI:HEE.tEF}-

3 NALy
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xat 3 [Fhowas, and is, and isto come ;5 the fame
Jeierday, 10 Day and for Ewsr,

This is but a jult Parapibrafe on the firft Line of
Scripture, which is Immenfe in Senfe. The Fulne/fs
of the Eiernal Goourap is in it, and a/l Thirgs
that God has made are init too.--One might dwell
and expatiare on this f7# Werd ¢f Mefes for Ever,
and never be abie to thinkor {ay any thing on it
adequate to the Fulnefs of Senfe and Spiritin it.- -
In what ot5zr Words could the Bosk of God begin ?
O the Height and Depth, the Length and Breadth
of this eme Line ! It is Light, without any Darknefs
¢t all I GOD dwells and fhinesin it ! It is Light
anapprochable  and  full of Glory! Here is the Be-
einning and Finifhing of the Creation of God in a
Singie Line ! And thenthe Divixe Spirtr defcends
to that Part and Psin? of the Creation that belongs
to Azn, our Earthby and proceeds to {peak of ir.

Ver. 2. Andthe Egstd <as witheat Form and void,
and Darknefs was upsn the Face of the Deep. 'This
we muit {uppofe, unlefs we fhould rather thipk it
becoming the Glory of God to give every Gli/¢
in the Univerfe its perfelf Form atonce. He could
indeed 45 eatily have done this, but I think the
Glory of Divine Wif{dom and Goodnefs more dif-
piayed in the grzdzal Procefsrelated by Mofes, God
had firt created the Hrzawens and Holts of glorious
Arzels, a World ol bright Intelligences to behold
the lower Worlds, take their Place, Form and
Motion. Andas thefe were finifhing from Day 1o
Day, one Part after another, 2nd every Part more
and more perfeétive of the Whole, thofe Zlefed
Speiar rs (ang tozether and fhouted forth the Praifes
ot that infinite Perfedtion, which they faw with
Wonder in every fizp © As we read 7Fof xxxviii. 7.

The mest pecfe@ Idea that the Mind of Man
can now frame concerning the Formation of our
Ear:>, aad {o of the other Plercts within our
Circle,
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Circle, 1s this, ¢ That they weie firft a Chaes, or
confus’d Particles of watry, oily, earthly, aery,
and fiery Matter, Dblended together, without any
diftinct Order, Form o Beauty, a dairkfome AMafs
and Deep, which we fhould have been ready to
think could never be bro’t into any Order, Come-
linefs and Ufe. We read that rae Seirir oF Gop
si2 ved onthis Face of Diforder and vaft Confufion:

And who clfe fhould reveal to us what a wo/d and
formlefs thing the ficft Aarerials, or Colleétion of
Matter, for fuch a World as this, muft needs be ?

And’ now, what would a confidering ./frzge} think
fhould be che Jirft Thing produced, or call’d forth in-
‘to fome Appearance, out of this Darknefs and Dif-
order 7 What fhould it be but Licur ? And Mefes
tells us this was it, Ver. 3. And GOD faid, Let there
¢ Light, and z‘f)cw was Light,

Did Alufes conceive this ? wife as he was and
penetrating, even as an Anges of God, and learn-
ed in all the Phylofophy ot Egsp ? No, it was be-
vond the Ken of any humane Mind or Wifdom.
How is it {poken Jike @ GOD ! and how God-like is
the Account of the Produéion of one Thing and
another ? *“ GOD faid, Let there be this and that !
and /¢t it be thusand thus! The Perfetion of i/~
denz faw at once Diw it fhould be, and the Perfec-
tion of /ill faid, Ler it be fo. He fpake and it was
done, He commanded and it immediately exifted,
and was eftablithed. Here is perfe® Eq/z in the
Produdtion of every Thing ; and in the Projei7irn
of it, if that Word be lawful. 2Al/fes could not
have fpoken thus of God and of His Weurk, if
God had not fpokenof Himfelfto him. And yet
we cannot now poflibly conceive of any other Max-
sner of Working worthy of the great GOD ! and
therefore we know that God fpake by Me/fes.

Of all vifible, material Things, which fhould be
Arf in Order of Time, and which is fitt in Order

133 of
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of Natare, Ufle, Influence and Dignity, but Licur?
By this all Things are feen p...rmadcd and enliven-
ed. For Heat accompanies Licrht and it is (under
the Will and Power of GOD ) vital to all Things
that live, crow and move, or act upon Earth.

That u_,r Lgbz L pleaiant to the furroundmg
Hofts of Anzels, how far foever it was below 7hat
of thzir Celetial Regions. From their high World
of Lizht and Glor} they came to {ee a new World
of ‘\_, aterial Beauties and Splendors rifing from a
Chass. ‘They heard the Voice from the Heavenly
Glory fay, Let Liga? be nere below ! and they
faw it to be wary good.

GOD is LizZ:. So He reprefents Him{e!lf unto

us, becavle Light is the ?“';[1 born of the Vifible
Creation. How does it zxce/ Darknefs ! how did
it Ipring forth ol of Darmr—n and fhine in the
Eyes of admiring Angels ! He ! H:ly Light ! they
cried : Our 207an Jearn'd it of Them in his Dari-
=5, And fo our late J4nzel of a Nan, Mr. Henry
in his F*kpo*fi ion: ¢ L: :r!f fays he, which of all
““ Things feen does moft refemble it’s oreat Parent
in Bﬂamy’ and B’ef"r‘n‘:, in Purity Brizhtnefs
and Beneficence, in Spirituality Immeﬂﬁty and
In‘:mut:tb1i1w ”,
GOD i3 the Egther of L:ﬂr)&, Jra';: Wham euery
g9:d cnd perfeli Gift ceiies cf on s and with Hin
"f?:::f is 1 Veriaplonefs, 1o Si*ﬁfiaie; of Change. So
in the Aew Creation Lwat IS theﬁrﬁ‘ Thing formed.
GOD gl s the Lizbt cf the Knowledge of his more
aal GI Py, i ?‘15 Face of [Esus Cdﬂ.IST.

The Ordzr of the Creation 15 cdmirable and per-
T as it

fzF as it is refated by 3 /es 5 ver it could not have
cater’d into tHe Heart of 327 to have conceived
of it, if GOL 2ad not revezied it to Him.  As foon
s'tH Light {hone out of Darkneis, God ftretched
out a Figmamssty He made an Aimebbere about

bJG
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the Earth, an Expanfion of Air, the higherand
lower Region of it, of various Ufe and vaft Bene-
- fit, and of the laft Necefiity for the Growth of eve-
. 1y Pegetable, and for the Life and Motion of every
; Animal. 'The Mafs of Water and Earth was here=
. by leftadiffinctBody by it {elf. 1In this Firmament
. 'of Heaven the Vapours afcend from theEnds of the
- Earth,the//inds blow,the Clouds roll,and God rides
~ onthem,& plays his dreadful Artillery,theLightnizg
" and Thunder, which purifies the Air for us, while it
 makes us tremble. It kindly -deceives our Sight,
and makes Things feem #ear to us at inconceivable
. Diftances, and our Eyes reecive Objects thro’ an
immeafurable Space, the S#z and Stars, with Eafe
. and Pleafure. Hereby the Light and Heat and
* Rains deftend on us, in fit Proportions to make the
* Earth- fruitful ; the Grafs grows for the Cattle,
Herbs and Corn and Fruits for the Service of Man ;
the glorious Works of God are fees and contem-
- plated by us; and vital Heéat is convey’d to our
- Hearts, and preferv’d in our Blood.. -~ Such is the
- Eirmament which God has fpread over. vs, ke
Pavenent of bis Feet, but the Breath ¢f our Noftrils.
Mofes has told of ##, as the wondrous Work of
God, accompanying the Light, which how fhould
it glare, or be at all vifible, but thro' a Vehicle of
Air ? In this, under God, whofe Vifitation: pre-
ferves our Spirits, we live and meve and bave. oy
Being, -

And now God gather’d the Mafs of lower Waters
' into one Place, ‘into one vaft Body,or Colle&ion of
- it, and the dry Land appeared. ¢ TheSea isHis for be
<< yade it 5 €3 bisHands formedthe dvyGround : In bis
“* Hands are the deepPlaces of theEarth,83 the Strength
“ of the Hills is his alfo,” GOD formed it a Terra-
queous Globe, Land and Water ;. both alike neceffa-
ry and beauteous in their Kind and Place. He
RO T | bad
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bad the Ezrth to bring forth the Grafs and Heil
and Trees, even before there was a Suz in the Fir-
mament of Heaven, fay fume ; but otbers chufe on-
Iy to fay, before its Heat and Light breke thro’ the
exhaled Vapours, drank up the dark Waters and
{catter’d the thick Clouds of the Sky. 'The Moon
and- Stars then appeared in their Courfes, and Day
and Night commenced, Months and Years, The
fame Crrele and Syficin of Planets and fis'd Stars,
“which are beheld by us at this Day, but can never
b2 eno’ admir’d by the Sons of . Men, fhone out at
-oace.on this Terraqucous Globe of ours,

But as yet no £ys was formed to behold and
vieiw them ; no not {fo much as the Eye of a Fifb
in the Waters of an Awimal on the Land, or of an
Infzi? in the Air. Now therefore it pleafed God
to command the Waters to bring forth the moving
Crzztures in them, great and {mall ; and the Fow!/
to iy in the open Firmament. He hil'd the Sea
with Fifh, and things creeping innumerable ; and
the Air with feather’d Fowl, of every Wing and
‘Size. Angels beheld with vaft Delight the Life,
the Beauties and Motion of them all, ---- Who
could have led Afsfes down into and thro’ thefe
D:pths of the Sea, and up into all thefe Heights of
-the Air, to trace out the Original.of the Inhabi-
tants of both ; but only GOD the Former of them
all, and the Fountain of Life unto all ? For there
is not the moit inferior Life in Air or Water, but
‘what loudly tells us of the /g Jenovan, the
GOD of ALfes, Who vily hath Life in Himfelf, and
giveth anto all Life and Breath and all things.

" God made ’em to prepagate their Life 5 to in-
“creafe, multiply in, and replenifh the Sea, the Air
and Earth. He added his Blefing on Them fer
this End, which is effectual to this Day,and with-
out which every living Thing had been Qarre% and

[uile
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fruitlefs for Ever.---O the Rickes, and Profufion
of Bsanty, in the Living Creatures that cemmuni-
cate the Life which they receive, thro’ all Ages of
the World, as long as Man and Sun and 2oon {hall
endure, _
This Power and Goodnefs inexhasftible flowed
on, and rofe higher and higher, till the dry Land
was alfo ftoc’d with Beafls, and Cattle and every
creeping Thing after their Kind ; and then Man
was latt of all formed, with a Si/esunity and Plea-
fure peculiar to the Superior Creature on Earth
defigned to be the Lord of all the Creatures in Air,
on Eaith and in the Seas, and to bear the Image
and Likenefs of the Creator of all. Gen.i. 26.27.
---ii, . And Gad faid, Let us wake Man in our Is
mage, after our Likene(s : and let Them have Dominion
over the Fifli of the Sea, and over the Fowl of the
Airy and over the Cattle, and over all the Earth,
and gver every creeping thing that creepeth upon tke
Earth., So God created Man in His vwn Itnage, in
the Image of God created He bine ; Male and Female

- created He thein: And Goablefled them, and~faid-unto

thein, Be fruitful, and multiply, azzd_ replenifl the
Earth, and (ubdue it 3 and bave Dominion €3¢. 1aa

Tve Lord God formed Man of the Duft of the Ground
and breathed into bis Nofirils the Breath of Life,and
Man became a Living Soul. * .
What fhould be the Image of the Livine Gop,
in Heaven or on Earth, but living Spirits?  intellie
gent and immortal Creatures, made after thePower
of an erdlefs Life. Who but Zhefz thould be.made
for Dominion in one World or the other ? God is
the Hather of Spirits and the Foauntain of Life. The
Lite of Angels and of Souls is of Him and to Him.
Tbe living Beings in every World muft worfhip
Hiw that liveth for ever and ever, and caft their
Crowns before His Throne ; for they are all crown-
¢4 with Glory and Honour, in His J22z¢ on them.

| GOD
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GOD isthe Beixg of Beings: Tam rnarl auis
his Name, Jenovaw is but the fame Name. ELter-
pnity, Tmmenfity and Immstability go into the full
Meaning of it. And all thefe alfo go into every
zioral Perfeffion of the Divine Nature. Geod is
*“ thereforea ““Spirrrinfinite, eternal,unchange-
‘¢ able in his Being, Wifdom, Power, Holinefss
¢ Juftice, Goodnefs and Truth.”

Man in his Imazortality may be faid to bear foine
Image of the Ewerlafling Life of God. But the
Msral Perfeiiions of God muft #eceffarily be com-
municated to Reafonable Creatures, in a Degres
and Meafure {nitable to their Place in the Creation
of God, in order to their A&ing wifely, holily,
juftly ; with Goodnefs and Truth. . The Apoftie
tells vs that this was the Image and Likenefs of
God, wherein Man was created, and to which He
is in part reftored in his Sanctification. Eph.iv.24.
Renewed in the Spirit of your Mind, and after God
created in Righteonfnsfs and trae Holine(s. Col. iii. 10.
Renewed in Knywledee, after the Iiage of Hiti that
ereated bim.

Max isa /iwing Soul, not only inrefpect of Im-
mortality, but as he is an Intelligent, Self-conftious
Creature, made a Lsw to Himfelf, and for Se/f=
Gouernment 5 an Agent by Counfel, accountable to
God, to his own Csnftience; and to the Societies 1o
which he belongs. He feels and fhows the [/ork of
the Law written in Dis Heart, bis Confcience bearing
bim Witnefs, and bis Thoughts excufing or accufing,
and binding him over to the Eternal Fadgment of
God, Rom. ii. 135, 16.

Senfe, Reafon and Experience do all teftify to
us that the other Anima/s on Earth are not {uch
Living Ssuls, as thefe which we feel within our

elves. As they have no Confcience of Rightand
‘Wrong, fo no Knowledg= or Fear of a holy Maker
and Judge. They are notcapabic of contcmpl_a;
ing
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ing God in his Works, nor of giving GI6ry to him
in Acs of Worlhip and Obedience. But the Svu’
of Man is a$ evidently made for thofe Exercife$ of
- Religion, to glorify God with bis Body and Spirit ;
having the Prefages of a future and everlafting
State in prefent Hopes and Tears, |
Now JMofes is the firff who told the Sons and
- Daugliters of Men in Writitig of their being cre-
ated thiefe /iving Souls, for thefe {uperior and lioly
Ynds. And this is the firf Thiny he tells theni
~ conterning Themfelves, which highly becomes a
Rewvelation from Ged, to let us know otr Selves to
be the Offspring of Gid ; that Hle has taught us more
than the Béafts of the Earth, and tnade us IVifer
than thé Fuwls of Heaveiry and expects more from
gs. 'This ftands cxcellently well in the Account
given us of our Creatioi. God kndws the Soul
which he hds made, and tells it @whas it Is, & leads
it to Himfelf, by fhowitig it his own Image in it
felf. |
No Writér before Mofes has told Mankind how
- they came into Being, in what a Glory they were
credted, in what Rectitude and Perfedtion. And
furely a Revelatioh from Gad to Man' fhould be=
gin with {uchi d4fi Accountof his Original and firft
State 5 ¢ /7bo made himi, bow he wds made, what
be was made for; that God made him wéry good,
and for ‘Himfelf ; for Glory to Himfelf from Man,
and for Bleflednefs /2 Himfelf unto him.
-~ Thus Al/es writes of GOD who was before the
-World, and of His niaking it in fuch 2 Manner as
becomes the Wifdom, Goodnefs, Holinéfs dnd E-
ternal Power or God.  Mifes could mever, have.
undertaken and perform’d 75is, but undér the In~
fpirationi of God. Kwswn te Hiv, dnd to Him
alone, are all his Works froui the Beginnifiz to the
End. Had AMqfes, or any One elfe, prefum’d ro
Hatve told the Manner and Order of the Creation’
C of



14 A DIsSERTATION 08 the three

of their own Head, they had juftly incurr'd the
fearful Words of the Armicury ont of 1oe 17 bitl-
wind, Job xxxviil. 2,-- 6. ko is this that darknetl
Counfel by Words without Krowledge ¢ Gird up now
thy Loyns like a Man ; for I will desuand of thee
apd anfwer thou Me. Where waft thou when I laid
the Foundation of the Earth ¢ declare if thou bafl
Underfranding, Who laid the Meafuses thevecf 5 if
tbou knowsft @ or who bath firetcbed the Line up:#
it ? Whereupon are the Foandations therecf fafined £
or who laid the Corner-fone theresf ¢ Or who fbur
up the Sea with Doors, &c.

Afes was the boldeff Man that ever wrote, the
moft 4aring and infolent, if #oz infpired from on
High. Yet what can be more Reverend and Aw-
ful before God, than all his Words concerning
Him and his Works ! ---- What a Prefumption
had it been to have pretended to tell, Who the
firft Parents of Mankind were, how they came into
Being, what God {aid to them, where he put ‘em,
and how they behav’d ; if it were not from cer-
tain Zradition from the Mouth of Adasn, or by im-
mediate Ju/piration from Heaven ? This Man -
Jes, the wifeft and swezkeft upon Earth, had fhown
himf{elf the vaineft and proudetl, to write as he did
at the End of tws Thosfand Years, without a cer-
tain Record left him to copy after, or the certain
Impulfz and Diétate of the Seiriy or Gop. Bur if
God {pake to him, and by him of his cwn Work,
then the meeker he was the more {utable for God to
{peak by ; for He refiffeth the proud and give:l
Grazce unts the lvwly.

It looks indeed as if God {pake to Alo/es in that
he tells us that 2fzn was created /22 of all the
Works of God upon Earth. The Earth and the
Creatures on it were made forr Man, by AMofes his
Account ; no doubt thercfore but they were made
bzfore iim. Man being the Tep, the Crown, and

Lord
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Lord of the lower Creation, it was finifhed and
perfected in his Formation. It agreesto the Wif-
dom, Goodnefs and Bounty of the Great Creatoz,
that it was fo. Thro’ the' whole Creation the
Jefs perfeit was created firff, ‘The Advance is gra-
“dual, by Mefes’s Account; from Earth to Grafs,
from Grafsand Trees to Cattle.& creeping Things,
and then to Mas in the Image! of God.,

Man had no more any Hand in hi§ own Com-
ing into Being, than any of the Inferiour Creatures.
¢ It was an Honour and Favour to Him to be made
“ Jaf. God built and furnifh’d him a Palace for
“ his Reception, being defign’d to ‘be thie -Prince
““ and Viceroy here below.  He did not come into
an empty #aked World, but found it richly flor’d
with every Beauty and Bounty for Soul and Body.
He had the Glories of the whole finithed Creation
for his Mind to contemplate, and all the Stores of
Natuare to regale his Appetite. Here was every
Thing for Delight as well as Need ; all that -his
Soul could wifh for : Eno’ to entertain his #onder
and raife his Gratitude, and fill him with Adorazi-
ons. ‘This was as became the Work of God.

Again that Man fheuld be created with more So-
lemnity, Paufe and Pleafure, than the other Crea-
tures, as Mofes relates, is a Circumftance as credi-
ble as it is agreable. God had {aid, ¢ Le? thellVa-
““ ters oring forth the moving Creature, and let the
¢ Earth bring forth the living Creature 3 but when
the Formation of Man comes on the Sty/e alters ;
and Reafon good, on the Account of GOD, in
whofe Image Man was to be made. The words
of God therefore were, *“ Le¢t Us make Man in Our
““ Image, after Our Likenefs, and let Them bave Do-
* minion. Tt was meet for the High GOD to put
this Honour an His Own Image, in the Creature
form’d for Dominion, and his own Worfbip. Ho-
pour and Majefty is put upon Him in his Superior
- | €3 Nature,



r—q-—ﬂl-——...

16 ADISSE&TATIG*:E? the three

Nature, and therefore alfo in his Coming into Bee
ing. Pl viil. 5,6, 5. Thou baft inade bim a lit-
e lowcer toan the Angels, and crowned bim with
Glssy and Honour 5 Toon madeft bim to bave Domi-
sise ouer the Horks of thy Hands, and baft put all
toings dnder bis Deet.  God pleafed to diftinguifh
this his crowning Work Jefore he made Him, and
{22 making him, andafterward. He {pake of Him,
as he made him, as having a {pecial Delight in the
Sars of Aen <’ Lez Us make Man, Our cwn Iinage
upon Earth, a-Zmwing Spirit, a rational & immortal
Soul. This is faid Yor Man’s {ake, as if he call’d
i Cosncil about forming him ;. that Man might
reverence Hrmfelf, and love and praife his Maker.
d.d. Let Us form this Creature for Qur-Self, i
Knowledge and Sandtity, and for Immortality ;
worfhip and obey Us, and be blefled in the Hlﬂh
Enjoyment of our Favour for Evermore.
Rlan is fzcied and dedicated to that GIOI'IOH.:
Taixrry or GDDLEAD, Who thus {pake of him in
tae Day of his Creaticn.  His reverend and duti-
<4l ..4}./”...,“ muft be |l GOD. that inade us this Seul!
e Sprnrr of God Gath made mejand H,.refﬂ/ﬁ)zrc:;;m aJ
2 ALMIGHT' 'Gmsmm, ¢ Under fﬂffd!lfﬂ' Eor the Spivit
f 4dai is tie Cf’?i‘ ‘s of the Lorp. JMofes his ace.
Co unt o{’ Afan’s Formation highly becomes a Crea-
it Eadowed from on High. The whole Ac-
count i t."errhv of GOD and. Gf his Work. Lefs

ihould ot be {aid of .;t, and @2ore ought not.
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Sons. 'That it /hsuld be {o is in all refpects defira-
ble ; Even that all Mankind, thro’out all Ages,
might be of one Blood, one Family, the Children
of one Father and Mother, and love accordingly :
And that according to the Original Pattern, only
one Man and one Woman ﬂmuld joyn themfelves
in Marriage thro’ all Ceneratlons to preferve a
chafte, a godly, a robuft and he'ﬂthy and {o a
happy Sced. 'This is the Reafoning of the Hovy.
Gugst upon this Suby_& toward the End of the
Old Teffament : Mal. ii. 15. Did He not sake One €
get had He the Refidue of the Spivit : And wherefore
One 2 that He wight feck a godly Seed.. W herefore
take Heed to your Spirit, that none deal treacheronfly
- with the Wife of bis Touth. 'The plain Meaning of
the Propbet is this, God made but ose Adaiz and
Eve at firft, as .Z}I.gﬁ's tells us. He could have
made ten or twenty Femeles for the {peedy Propa~
gation of Mankind, and to replenifh the Earth,
falt with Inhab:tants And if cver there could be
Reeafon to think that God would allow more than
~ope Woman to a Man, it had been to Adasn, when -
“the wholeEarth was without another Inhabztant ,and’
it could be peopled but very flowly from one P.;ur
Yet even in this Cafe God made but one Eve, gnd'
inftituted the Purity of the Marriage Bed therezn
that no one in any Cafe, oron anyPretence thould
ever take more Wives than one at a Time,or brealk
the Ma"rxagc Covenant by lufting after any . other
Woman. --- And now, how wortby this Account
of Adziin and FEve, alone in the World, is of God’
their Maker, let the E*cpenence of all the World
{peak, from the manifett and manifold Confufions
to Per{ons and Families, to Body Soul and Lftate,
from having merg lees than one, or from the
impure Mixtures of Fornication and Adultery:
How neceffary and honourable is Chaitity and baly
rIfs‘nqu, 1o Mankmd hhether RE conﬁder our

felves

Ty
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felves as rcafonable,or as religious {focial Creatures ?
The bodily Health is confulted by the Law of
Marrizze, and the Health of the Soul more : It
was meet therefore for the Father and Preferver
of Men to make This one of his finff Laws and 1afti-
tutions, as Afsfes tells us He did.

As One fays, “° Since Adam was confined to one
““ \Wife, it is a fuficient Intimation that his Sons
** thould be fo ; and that the Bond of Marriage is
+ not to be diffolved at Pleafure. So our Lord
vs has taught us to reafon ; Mar xix. 3,---8.
; P.uarz/ée.; canme unto Him, tempting bin ond [ay-
sz, *Is it }f‘ﬂm for a Mar to put away his Iife
for ¢very Cavfe © And be anfwered and faid unto
2o, ® Hauve yenst read, thar He which 1ade weuz
ar tre Bw;rzmrr made them Male and Feinale ?
and ﬁzzd Eor this Caufe fhall a Man leave Father

ond Mother, and fball cleave unto bis Wife ; and
may twain fhall be one Elefh.  Wheref ve they are no
szore vwain, but one Flefb, IVbat therefore God hath
jogned togeher, let not Man put afunder. T bey fay.
#1310 Hrrf., Iﬂby did Mofes tl:efz coinand to give
Ii*’nt:fzg of Divarcsinent, and p”t ber away ¢ He /?:zztb
£510 m.u., 1[ 25 Tecarffe of the Hmdﬂfﬁ of your
Hearss fuffered yout io pt away your Wives 5 but from
toz Beginning i was not fo. No Permiflion or In-
duigence to any in Times paft, no not to Abrabam
or Facoy themielves, or to any of their Pofterity,
may be pleaded for an Exemption from this Ori-
gieel Intention and Conflitztisn in Man’s Creation ;
bat this muft determine Us, —— Adasz had but:

one Wife, * Evc had but one Husband.

In the next place, Alsfes telis us that as {oon as
God had form’d this svely bappy Pair,and brought
them togethery He Oleffed them. A Particular
truly berou-mg the Father of their Spirits ; the For-
mer of their Bedies, and the Lover of his Ows
.raze in them, He had made “em ho!y, wxfe,f %ir-

v
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fect ; for Happinefs in one another, and for Blef-
{ednefs in Himfelf and in a better Life ; and no
wonder that He blefled em, rejoycing in his own
Work. He blefled the Fifb and the Fow! as they
came into Being, and fo the other Living Creatures
that were made to propagate and multiply ; for his
‘Work was all Honourable and Glerious ; but the
Blefling of Muan far exceeded that on the inferior
 Creatures ; as He was.made greater and better
than they.— Let the Sons and Daughters of Men
know, that God moft High is as ready to &//5 ’em
all as to make ’em ; and to blefs ‘em particularly
in their Merriage and Family Relation: And that
as he has fill’d this World with Variety of Blefings
for them, fo he gives them with a Bleffing, and has
greater Bleflings than thefe in Store for them, if
~they will know and love and fear their Maxer ;
even all Spiritual Bleffings in Heavenly Places in
Curist JEsus. |

Mofes certainly wrote as an Hiftorian from GOD,
in telling us with what Pleafure God looked on Max,
and on the inferior Creatures alfo, - in the Day he
made ’em ; and how he beftow’d bis Blefling on
them. It belongs to a Father to blefs his Offspring,
from the Love he bears to ’em. And could it be
poffible that God fhould make Adanr and Eve in
his own Likenefs, and put them together, without
a {olemn Benedittion £ *

By this Bleffing God join’d them together in H+ly
Marriage, --- And O what a Wedding was.it! God
gave the Bride, and blefs’d the Match of his own
making.--- This Inflitution of Marriage, upon the
Formation of Man male and female, is a pure and
evident Token that God fpake by Mofes.  Iv-agrees
to the whole after Current of Seripfure, thro’ both
7 ¢ffaments  to the Seventh Comnmandment in particu=
lar, and that every One p[Jefs bimfelf in Sanéiification
and Hynsur, | |

To
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To go on. By 2sfes Account of the firft Stats
cf Man, it appears that Adaiz and Eve were cre-
ated with Underflanding and Specch, and with
the Powers of Reaftn in Perfeflion : A6 with
a Knowledge of the Brute Creatuzies néccflary
for their Dowinion over them : And moreoveér,
that in Things meceffary for them -to know, but
above the Reach of Humane Underftanding, they
were favoured with Supermatuarzl Revelaticns, or
Infpiration from on Hich. And cerfainly 7bis is
as becanmie Him whofe Work is perfel?, who be-=
held it and lo it was all wery good, It wasnecellary
for Adam and Eve tobe endowed with Knowledge
and Speech, and not to have 'Thefe to acquire ;
for then had the lower Creation been without a
Head or Ruler, and the Werk of God had herein
been greatly defective. --- 2Mofes tells us therefore
that as foon as our firft Parents were created, God
{pake to them, and Zhey to one another. God
made Man 4 Sozf and Auzh, and infpired him
with a Knowledge of Hizm/t)f and of his Maxex.
The Man and his Wife upon the firft Sight of each
other had a perfect Apprehenfion of their Relatics
and muteal Obligations ; and knew Themfielves to
be defigned Parents of a numerous Pofterity, to
people the Earth. --- They knew alfo, by Alfzs
Account, &li the Beafls of the Earth ; had an Un-
derftanding given them of the Nature of the Jrure

reafuyes ; who were therefore bro’t to Adamn 1o
receive their Nazes from him ; which svas his firtt
at of Deininisz over em, and 4 wondrous Préof
of their Subjection to him, and a fuch more won-
derful Evidence of that nataral If/ifdom and Saga-
city with which he was endued : That at the firf
Sight of any of the Cieatures he could losk into
sbenz, {ee their different Natures; and mame thom
agreably. | |

L o
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It was a myfterious Dominion that Adasz enjoy-
ed, incircled by the various inferior Creatures,
the Lion .and the Bear 'together with the - Sheep
and Doves, to know what he wou'd call ’em;: Gens
il 1y, 20. Ous of the Ground the Lord Gid . forined

cvery Beaft of the Field, and every Bowl of the. Air,
and bro’t them to Adam to ﬁze what be would vallthens s
and whatfvever Adatiz called : every living Creature,
that was the Nauie. thereof, . Methinks the- Aﬁgels
miniftred with Pleafure on thlS Occafion; & heard
the Man give every Creature its proper. Name, -Op
rather as One fays, *¢ God by a {pecial Inftinét-di=
¢¢ rected ’em to come to Man as their Mafter and
“ Owner. God gave him Livery and Seifin of
¢ them all, as the fair and great Eftate he had en-
¢¢ dowed Him with, and .put Lim in Poffeflion of
““ itail. The ueatures, as it were, did Hdmage
 to Him as their Sovereign.  And they would
have remain’d ebedient to him, if he had been fo
unto his God. But when he :loft the Imige of-his
God, the Creatures loft alfo their Awe and Fear of
him. All this now is worthy of God, and honarary
to Man in his firft State.

Sce again what a mighty Knowledge Adp,;z Wwas
infpired with-on bis firff Sight of Eve. Read how
he received Her from the Hand of God, into his
own Arms. Words worthy to be written with 2
Pen of Gold, and graven with 4 Diginond. on the
Heart of all his Off pring. . Gen. ii. 22,---—2 And
the Rib which the LORD Gon bad. taken {rem Man
snade He a Woman, énd bro’t ber to the ﬂ"zm And
Adan faid, T bzs is now Bome of my Bege, and
Eleflh f nzy Flefb ! She fhall be called War;m;ﬂ Do
carfe fhe was taken cut of Man. Therefiie ﬂmll

a Man ieave bis Father and bis M ther, and fhall
c!ezzue anto bis Wife; and They fhall be one Elef,
And they were b th naked, the Man and bis Wife,and
were 5.t afbamed,

D He
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He knew her to be a Rib of Himfelf, his own
Flefh and Blood, taken from his very Heart, a3
{foon ashe faw her. 8o Chrift loves his Church,
fcr out of hisown Side it was formed. Who, but
GOD only, could infpire Adain, in a Moment, at
firt Sight of Ewe, to cry out,--Bore of 1y Bunc!
a Piece of my felf ! taken out of me, to be again
joyned with me, and be O#e with me for Ever !
Tberéfore fball o Man leave bis Fathey and Nkother
ard cleave 1o bis Wife ! What a Propbecy was
this ! folfilled thro’ the Earth, however dégenc-
rate it is become, wnto this Day! How fhould
Adziz in an Inftant know any thing of being 4
Sather & Motber and of having Childven | and what
the Zemper and Manner of thefe Children fhould
be, in this grand Article 6f Life, thro’ all Genera-
tions! What a Flight and Compafs of Thoughts
was this! beyond the Ken of Augels, who look’d
on 2nd faw this Interview, and heard the 5alura-
tion, and underflood not one half of it -<- This
was the jirff Time, that by the  Mouth of Man
was made known to the Argels, the manifold Iif-
d:iiz of God,

‘“ That Adam (fays a late moft Ingenious Au-
tLor ) fhould have a perfet Idea of Father and
Mother before there was any {uch thing, and of
the Ajjzition and Endeavinent arifing from that
Relation ; and at the fame time fee clearly a Se-
cond Aftection arife from the Marriage of a Stranger,
and getting the beftsr of the Ties between Parent
and Child ; is a Problesn that muft puzzel all the
Isfidels in the World to explain. No Penetration
of the Humane Mind, nothing but exprefs Reve-
lation from Godto Adaiz, can account for this
PreditZion. -«-- \What Liea’s were here in Adair’s
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Mind before there were any Objelts for them ! the

Tdea of Parent and Child, of the paternal & filial
Aﬁ‘e&mn, and of a Love fucceeding thefe and
furmounting them, that fhould be Univerfa) thro®
all the Generations of Men uponthe Earth! Thefe
are Perceptions, moft agreable for Adam to have
on the Sight of Ewve, and yet utterly 1mpoﬂible for
him to have in any natural Way.”

Nor is it conceivable that Mofes thould imagine,
and feign thefe Tho’ts for the Head and Mouth of
Adaiz : But if Msfes wrote them from God, then
all is plain and eafie. 'The Revealer was the {ame
both to Adam and Msfes, and what was Propbecy
in One, was Hiffory in the Other,

And thus we fee how worthy anAccount we have
from AMoufes of the firft State of Man, with refpect
unto that Perfection of Knowledge and Wifdom in
which he was created. Nothing coald be more to
the Glory of the CREATDR, nor be more honour-
able ro the Creature, than this Account. Certamly
the Wifdom of ques could never have gone into
all the Particulars before cited, but it is GOD has
ipoken to Him and by him. GOD who infpired
Adaii vo fpeak and aclt, revealed it to Mr:_f/és or it
~ had never enter’d into his Heart,

I pafs on to another Point, which Mbfes. could
never have tho’t of, and that is the Inftitution of
a Saesarito Man, from the Day in which he was
created ; together with #he Reafon for God’s Sanc-
tifying the Jeventh Part of Time. Gen. ii. 1, 2, 3.
Thus the Heavens and the Earth were ﬁzz;ﬂ:;ed and
all the Hoft of them 5 and on the feventh Day God
ended bis Work which be bad wade 3 and be reﬂed o1
the feventh Dayfrow all bis Work wbzcb be bad made :

An3 God lzieﬂéd the Seventh Day and [anétified it ,

Da Z?ecadﬁ?
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Eﬁ&‘d’j" tbat in it He bad reficd franz all bis Work,
which God bad created and made.

It is highly agreable to Reqf: s, and feems tome

a plain DiiZate of the Religion of Nature, that fvme
Porz o of Tine be ﬁated!y Ily to God, and for the
Reverend // rfbip of Mankind,as Social Creatures |,
What that Part of Time is, f...ems to me beyond
the Power of Man’s Reafon to determine, whether
a toivd, a ﬁﬁ&' a feuentd, or atenth.  God muft
therefore révea! his Mind to Man in this Point.
And He mutt do it early, as M fes telis us he did,
even &5 foo2 as the Creation was finifhed.  God let
our Parents know immediately, that the Sevent)
Part of Time fhould be for ever bely to Himfelf and
for Exercifes of Worlhip unto Alankind, Solitary
and Sccial, to all Generations.

How well did this become the Propricier and
Lord of Man, Lerd of Dis Life and Tie, and of
21l his Pmcrs of Souland Body ! How did it be-
come hils own ulery, and his Creatures Duty and
‘—lapp nefs ! that Man fhould rénder to Him a per-
pemal publicx Acknswledgizent as his Creator, and
erein enjoy & ftated blefied C wimunion with Him'!
rowing in his Lixenels and Loveall his Daysupon
ihe Ej ith.  God’s Resards to Him{elf and us are
m?nneu in a Sabbath,  And it is meet to be hisjirff
dination to his Creature Aan, his jirf} Imun&:-
C mmandment aad Law to h1rn ; that Man’s

oy
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J It God muf be wori'hiprﬂed, there muft be a Timé for 1.
Tne etk of 211 our 1ime d-.;c*vcs a2 Sharemit, The
ATuirs or 12is JForld can’t claim it all 5 the Expeélation of
a Uﬂf*rr rhailenges 2 parr. A Mind ;ail of carthly Caresis
unar for Ae idance on God, ¥iv'e may not take his Name
fzrily endin vain The Time for Worfhip fhould be fta-
ted, thir ir may be remembred and prepar’d for Onc
DE; e Seiem can’t be tho’t oo much for God and our
Sculs  Ef Drﬂu*‘x ang their Vialue forbid 'us to fhimk
f.'.h:--S..L e f1 :;_,mj Yesps deduizaizal
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firft Day thould be 2 b Iy Szbbath unto God.---W hat
elfe thould it be 2 Thou art werthy, O Lord, to re-
ceive Glory and Hipour and Power ! for thou bafe
created all things, and for thy Pleafure they were and
are created, Rev. iv, ult, : |
Surely reveal’d Religion muft fegin with the In-
fticution of a Sadbath, and it can fubfiff by nothing
lefs than the Oblfervation of it. The Confidera-
tion of this is a fhining Ray on the Face of Mofes.
The firff Thing God provided for, was.to be wor-
Jhipped by his Creatare for ever, in the moft open
and folemn Manner ; the Salvation of his Creature
depended on it, and His own Glory from him.
And none but Mofes ever gave the Reafon why the
Seventh Part of Time is facred to the Worfhip of
God, namely, becaufe God had finithed his Work
in the Space of fix Days. +
Here is a f{ufficient Reafon why this is the Part
of Time declared to be morally Holy, and therefore
to be put into the Moral Law, when given from
Heaven ; -as Exed. xx. 11. Itis a Reafon becom- |
ing the Mager of Man, his Lawgiver and Judge !
- mezet to be given to Adaiz in Paradife, and meet
to be given from Sinaé to the Church. |
The Sabbath was made for Man 5 as Chrift has
told us :. Therefore as foon as Man was made the
Sabbath was given to him. It is a good Day for
Man, for Ssu/ and Bodyboth ; for our Families
eipecially, our So#s and Daughters, our Men and
Maid Servants, 'Thefe therefore are named in the
Commandment, and even the labouring Catt/e at
cur Doors. Reft is good, under the Curfe of Toil
and Sweat which- Sin has bro’t upon us. But b:ly
Work is bettery the Exercife and even Labour of
the Mind Heart and Affections, in Contemplation
Prayer and Praife, in holy Communications, in
reading preaching and hearing the Word of God.
This is the #rze Ref of a Soul devoted to God,
- R © and
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and under the Aura&ions of Heaven, at the re-
turning Seafons of God’s own fan&ifying. See
Pfalins XCil, 1,-~-5. C3i. I4--=4.

Juftly have the Books of AMdfes been always
rz42 in the worfhiping Aflemblies, both ot Fews
and Chriflians, every Sabbath Day ; He being the
firfi Man that has written of a weekly Sabbarh for
Man, from the Beginning of the World unto the
Ead of it. The number Seven feems accordingly
honoured in the Coarfe of Naturey, more than any
other, by the Aliv# in its conftant Changes,

Sewen has been the Ancient and honour’d Num-
ber among the Nations of the Barth. They have
mealor’d their Time by #eeks from the Beginning.
The Original of this was the Sabbath of God, as
Al+fes has given the Reafon of it in his Writings.
No woader then that this Number is honour’d thro’
the Bosk of Ged. Noab waited Sewen days, and
fent out the Dove again, Balaam {eems to have a
fuperfiitious Regard ro this Number ; ¢ Build e
ieven Altars, and prepare me {even Oxen. At fi-
=cn Years End was the Sabbatical Tear, and the Fu-
Gilee to the Children of Ifrael at the End of feven
times {even.

Seventy Becks (of Years) werve deterinined upon
tre Hly City, in the Prophecies of Daniel, for the
Coming of the Mefizh, the Ancinting of the moft
Haly. And if we look into the Rewelations of ‘feoba,
the laft Book of Scripture, the Se¢vens multiply
upon us ; the feven golden Candiefticks, {even
Stars, feven Hrerns, feven Eyes, {even Angels,
{even Spirits ¢f God, {even Thunders, {even Vials,
the {even /2ff Plagues. ‘There {eems fomething
very pirticular in the Hory Guost’s fixing {o
much upon #£0is Number: And what {hould be
the Key to it ? but the Beginning of the Writings
of /&5, the firft Pages in the Book of God ?  his
finithing his ‘gloricus Work in S Days, 'and cosi-

- ‘ | {ecrating
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fecrating the Seventh to beé a Holy Sabbath fo Hims
felf.--- The Number Seven i3 made Honourable to
us; both in the #orks of God .and alfo in his Word,
His Word agrees with his Works herein, and 1t

is a Teftimony for Mofes that God {pake by him.

1t fhould endear and make Venerable the Name

* of Myfés to us, that we are thus let into the Rea+
" fon. of a Sabbath to the Church and People of God
! thro® all Times. It was meet that the wife and
1 good God thould i it thus, and reveal it thus, fram
the Beginning. Mankind have. never been  With-
out a Sabbath, nor ever will be.--- We. thus triumph
= in the Sabbath day, and in AMpfes by whom: God
made it known to us. We fing the Soirg of . Mofes
5 and celebrate our Sabbaths. We remember that
“ the firft Thing he {peaks of to us-from God is 7bs
- Szbbath. We remember how awfully he charges.us
: to obferve and keep.it.  Exod. xxxi. 12, 13514
" The Name of Mifes was venerable to Nebemiab
on this Account. Nebem. ix. 13,.14. L
Let us keep the Holy Day with Joy, in Memory

of the World’s Nativity, in Remembrance of God
our Maker. Let us wifh to keep our Sabbaths al-
ways, as our firft Parents did their firf Day uato
God. God fanétify us on the Sabbath Day, as

. He has fanétified that-to us. Let us every:Lerd’s
" day remember the Law of Mpyfes, God’s Servant.
Let Mofes the Servant, lead us to Curist, the Sox,

in his own Houfe. Jesus honoured the Sabbathy
and did it greater Glory than Mofes. Mofes wrote
of it, and Jrsus wrought his Miracles of Grace-on

it. Jrsus preach’d on it, fo as never Man {pake.
The Fewifb Sabbath was buried in the Grave of
 Jesus ; the Chriffian Sabbath r¢/¢ with Him on the
- firft Day of the Week. 'Then he reffed from his
more glorious. Work of our Redemption, made

. his Vifirs and fent down the Howy Sririr thereon.
We yet {anctify the Swewro Pact of Time, to the
rionour
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Honour of Gop our Z’Ir!:er Redeemer & Saniiificr.
To the Oxe Gop, Hark .Safz and Hvly Gheff, be
Glory in the Churches of luis Salnts while Sun and
Moon, Day and Night endure ! e Glory be to
“* the FaTrer, to the Sox, & tothe Hovy Guosr ;

“ as it was in the Beginning, is and ever fhall be ;

f‘ World without End. Amen.

1 have infifted the more upon this great Point,
(the very fir} by JMofes Account after the Creation
of Man, . and of the latt Importance to %is Felicity
and the CreaTOR’S Glory) becaufe 1 find it wholly
omitted by a s ft Tuzenious /viter, while he feledts
three other Things from M-fes \Writings, which he
well obferves.did require a Rewelation in the State
of Purity 3 namely, Food, Marsiage and Language.
Bur cerrainly the Savbath ftands as plain in Mofes
Account, and equally call’d.for a Revelation from
God ; evea t2at Part of Zime which fhould be for
ever facred from Man, to the folemn public Wor-
fhip of God. For as Man was made for #/or/bip,
and alfo for werldly IVorks, {o there muft be a Sab-
baih, or holy Reft, made for Man: That is to {ay,
a Purtior of Mau’s Time facred to God. . OF this
Man’s Reafon and Confcience would eafily teli
him in his perfeét Srate, but could not ( I con-
ceive ) difcover what that juft Preportion was;
JMefes lets us know that this call’d fora Revela-
tion from God to Adam, and accordingly the Lonp
Gop {eparated and blefled the fevents Day. That
it muff be a Severid, and the Reafon «wiy a Se-

venth, could ke known only by Remelaticn. And
this I take to be a grard Inftance and Argument
of the Credibility of Mu/Es Hiftory ; that whereas
feie Time _,,;,_:ﬂ be Holy to God from Man, the
Pr D1 711918 gl‘.ﬁﬂ by If!rf? and by nore bﬁxufu
him, with the moft frres 20 infirions Reafoir of

i,
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This Proportioti of Man’s Time is found by Ex-
perierice {o convenient and fufficient, that none can:
be fix’d on by the Wit of Man alike futable and
ficting. And ZVis is {o great a Thing in the Hifto-
1y of Mpfés, in the Religion of Man, dand in the
Worthip of God, and is {o p/ain a Thing in the fa=
cred Story, thdt I could by no Medns omit ity nay
could not buti#large od it as a chief Strength and
Beaiity in the Argumeiit before me. I with that
all Chriftians were duly fenfible hiow great 4 Thing
the Sabbath is in true Religion, according ¢o thé
Scriptures of God, from the Beginning to the End
of the World. I

The only Excebtion to whdt 1 have ddvanced
from this edrly Mention of the Inftitution of 4
Sabbath in the Writings of Mofes, that 1 have et
with, is this : ¢¢ That we don’t find the leitf Hint
€ of thie Obfervation of 4 Sabbathi in all the Patri-
 grchal State from the Days of Adar to that of
¢ Mofes ; and thierefore it is probablé that M /fes
& nierition’d it in. His Account of tHe Work of
% Credtion only by Way of Anticipation, after he
¢ had feceived thie Decalogue at Sinai 5 whéré
% finding it given as a Reafos fot the fourth Coin=
“ manidment, That in fix Days the Lord made
¢ Heaven and Earth, the Seas and all that inthem
¢ is, and refted the fevemth Day, wherefore the
€ T.ord bleffed thie Sabbath Day’and hallowed it 3
““ he frori thence took Occafion in the Begifihing of
““ his Hiftorj to fiiention God’s #¢fling from all his
“ Work, and blefling the Seventh Day.

If this mariner of Arguing Had coine frofii the
Mouth of an Infide], 1fhould have overlook’d the
Weaknefs of it from his Préjudice dgaintt Revelation
from God ; but froii the Pen of a Believer and a
Chriftidn Docfor, 1 can iriputé itto horhinig but his
bow Effeern of the Sabbarh, frotii ari unhdppy Edu-
¢atign in that tdo common Prejudice prevailing in

E fonis
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{ome Chriftian Scbools, to the wnknown Injury of
truz Religion and vital Piety. ‘The Verityof Mofes
is indeed impeached, as well as onz eminent Sig-
natare of his Jnfpiratisn from Heaven thrown up,
by this lame Conceflion, from the Sifence of Serip-
tare concerning the Obfervation of a Sabbath be-
fore the Flood. Whereas the whole Current eof
Scripture from the Days of Alofes, thro’ -the Writ-
ings of the Propbets, Ewangelifis and Zpsfiles, is
firong fora H’eckly Sabbath, as a moft neceflary and
important Means of Religion in the Church of
God.--- “* Is it not then by far moft probable,
€ that the moft Ancient Patriarchs did according
‘¢ to this early Appointment, recorded by Mofes,
€¢ obferve it as a Day of Reft from Labour, and
¢ for the Worfhip of God their Creator ? And
¢ that one Day in Seven, as divinely appointed,has
¢ ran thro’ a/l Difpenfations, both before and
¢ after Mofes, and muft remain tothe End of the
“ World £?

'The Thing next relgted by Aofes isthat a Para-
dife was prepared for our firft Parents, in theit State
of Innocence and Re&itude. The Earth was it felf
indeed a Paradife, but fome One of the fineft and
1icheft Spots in it was fingled out for Afan’s firft Refi-
dence & Dwelling. Gen. ii. 8,15. And theLord God
planted a Garden Eaflward in Eden, and theve He
put the Man whoiiz be bad formned 5 to drefs it and
keep it 5 where He bad made to grow every Tree that
is pleajant to the Sight and good  for Euod.

As the Sabbath had been given for the Soul, the
hetter Part of Man, fo was this Garden prepared
for him as an #mbsdied Spirit ; to gratify his Sight,

+ Seza lgt& Treaufe, F.ith and Praftice, in 54  Sermons, on
the Principal Heads of Clrifian Religier. Scrmon 51,

- Omell,
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Sinell, Tafte and Hearing ; by every Senfe, .and
Bounty of; God, to draw forth his Heart to Him,
his magnificent and munificent CreaTor.

Here Adam and Eve walk’d together, conteni-
plated and difcourfed, eat and worfhip’d. 'The
Birds fang in the Branches, the Trees were laden
with painted Frait, the Plants were covered with
Flowers of the {weeteft Odour, and Streams of pure
Water ran by the green fhady Walks, - A Scene
meet to typify and reprefent the Heavenly Felicity,
which is therefore call’d by the Name of Paradife,
and figur’d out to us by the Garden of God with
the Tree of Life in it. Rev. xxii. Man’s firft State
continued in, had been as like to Hraver for Hap-
pirie(s, as could be on Earth. -

We read of the Trees of Eden inthe Garden of God :
Ezek.. xxxi. 9. Eden {ignifics Pleafure.,  'That muft
needs be a Place of Delights, which is meet to be
called the Garden of God.--- What a Garden was
this? of God’s own forming and laying out ? of
his own fettling and planting ? of his own prepar-
ing for the Creature of his peculiar Delight, made
in his Image and Likenefs ? There was doubtlefs
a Collettion of every Thing pleafant and fair for
Delight, and all ranged in the moft beauteous Or-
der, --- Souls know no higher Comparifon whereby
to exprefs their Delights in GOD their Maker, Sa-
viour and Sanétifier ; nor His in Them; in and
with whom He flill walks as He did with Adam
and Eve in Eden : Cant.iv 12,---16.

The Scituation of the Eartbhly Paradife {eems to
me a vain Enquiry. After Siz had blafted i, it
might become one of the moft barren and wafte
Places, even before the Flood ; as the Garden of
Jfrael became after their Iniquity and Punifhment
was full. The Flood tore the Surface of the Earth
in pieces, and the Spot where Paradife was may be
pow a Lake of Water, or acraggy Rock.  Mofes,

L2 i
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I think, only pointed to the Place where about it
was, by the new and prefent Rivers that are fince
the Difruption of the Earth. We muft no more
think of any Paradif here below, there is no fuch
thing to be found. "If there had ever been ano-
ther, it had been in the Gardens of Solomion, but
Fézzz:t} and Fally and Death foon convinc’d the Mo-
sared that no Labour aor Expence of Man can re-
cover any Lartbly Paradifz.

And indeed the fir Paradifc had been nothing,
without Purity, Re®itude and Jmmertality in it
As foan as Sin entered, and Death by Sin, Man
found no more any Paradife in Eden, but fled, hid
and was driven ont of it. And fo ’tis as to all Uur.'
Imaginary Paradifes regain’d here, in a State of Sin
and Death. Afeer all the Fatlgue in the Expen-
ment, or Attempt for them, we muft write on ’em
the Words of Salam 3, whlch in Effedt call’em ¢
Liosls Paradife, Eccl. i, 4,---11.

The Air without, and #ifdom within, was f{ach
in the Pamdﬁzc Srate that our Parents needed
no Covering. Tbhe Man aud bis Wife were naked,
andwere not afbaned. 'This is admirably well fald
of a State of Innocence and moral Perfection. The
Purity and Wifdom of God dwelt in them, and
they could have nothing to blufh at. ‘This was
the betier, the Superior Part of Paradife ; far more
than all its delicious Fruits to the Eye or Palate, or
than the perfum’d ferene Air to their Noftrils.
Their Paradife was within Tz)emy%?ve.r and fo is
every wife and good Man’s in the _Grace of God
within him. The obedient Awimals about them.
Were nothmg to their own Obedience to God ; His
Spirit in *em and Image on them. ‘'This made 'thei
Heart glad, their Face to fhine, the Air calm, and
the Fruits delicious. °¢ By the Fall we have loft,
as One well obferves, the true Notion of Honou:

and Shame”, 'I'hf.{e 13 nathipg Ihameful hut $iz,
- bu;
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but every thing is good and great that belongs to
¥irtue and Samﬁhty It is more than Chains to
the Neck, Bracelets to the Arms or a Crown for
the Head. ‘There is no Paradlfe regain’d, but in
that Regeneration which Chxisr preach’d to Nicoa
demu: and which his Gofpel produces in his Elect
and Sané’tlﬁed We muft bé created anew -after
(44, in Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs, and be
made New-Greatures. 'This is the Shadow of the
Paradlle patt, “and the Earneft of that to come.
‘Let our Meditation of the Ose end in nothing
ﬂlort of the Other. The Bible begms there and
ends here. Rev. xxii. Surely it is as the Revels-
tion of God fhould begin and end. Ged meant
Man two Pamd:/és thie one in the Way to the o-
ther. By Adam’s lofing the firlk, the other alfo
is loft to.moft of his miferable- Children. ~ If the
firf# Paradife had been kept, drefs’d and improved,
we had not fail’d of the fecopd. But O the Shaue
and Mifery to Mankind, when we refle@t --2'how
foon the Enjoyments of 2 Paradife were all forfeite

ed and loft ! all vilely thrown away as ‘a2 "Thing >

of nought !

How ungrateful to God and unnatura] to Them-
felves was tbis Sin of our ficth Parents! We are
driven from the Joys of Paradife, into the forrow-
ful Confideration of the Crime and Guilt of Man’s
Apoftacy. From a Garden of higheft Peace and
Pleafure, we pafs into an Hofpital of Difeafes,
Sores, Pains, Anguithes boil, of Soul and Body !
into rhe Agomes of Death, the Putrefaction of the
Gmw and the Torments of Hell for Evermore.

e, dlfmal Change of State and Place ! from the
Parad:fe of Gop, to the Pit of Devils. Legions
of Angels had fell from the Heights of Heavenly
Glory befare this ; had left their ﬁrﬂ State, and

were caft down into Hell. They are in Cmms of

.Darlmy’f reﬁ'ﬁw{ untg j’zzdgmmz 2 Pet i1, 4. Jude
- v. &
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v. 6. L.;r:.fﬁ:-'r (the Prince of thefe fallen Angels,
15e Devil and Satan, that Son of Pride and Malice)
could not bear to fee 4 Spirit 18 Flefl in the Image
and Favour of God, in a Pgradife on Earth, while
be was funk down to Hell accurfed. He there-
fore in Spite to God and to his happy Creature
Mzn, in his accurfed Hatred of the Image of God
in Oﬂa {fo much his Inferior in the Order of Crea-
tures, meditated (3and alas accomphﬂl d) Man’s
L+fs of his Original Holinefs, his Ejection from his
earthly Paradlfe his Furﬁ:;tue of the Heavenly,
and f‘arzderzrmt;arz after him to a Hell of everlaft-
ing Burnings. And now let us fec by what Means

he eﬁ'er"ced this his devilifh Defign.

Only the Writings of Mofes let us into the Ori-
ginal of Evil. 'That Gop is good, and that He
mu{t needs make all things good, and Man {o in a
fingular mapner, is agreed on all Hands. Bat
wwhence then fhould Evil come ? Thisisa Difficulty
that has puzzled all Men, who have not feen or
usd the Key of Scripture. That only opens to us
the Gates af the Shadow of Death, and fhows us the .
Goodnefs and Holinefs of God, w:thout the leaft
Imputation from all the M1few and Ruin, that |
Man by the Indtigation of the Devil has bro’t upon :
himf{elf.

The greatelt Wonder is, how Jiz could entep
into any of the Angels of God in their Superior .
State of Knomledge and W:fdom, Goodnefs and
Holinefs. And the Cueffés of learned & pious Men
are very vain, I fear, in this Point, if they venture
further than the Sernir or Gob has led ‘em, in.
the few Hints given of this tremendous Matter in'’
the written Word, 'There we read of the Condemnnas .
tion cf the Devil, that it was for Pride : 1 Tim.iii.6v
The mof pmbn le Account that can be of the Sir”

of Azzels © that there was feme Difcontent, Bt~
latiozy
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lation or Envying among them, or fome Afpiringto

*

be as the Most Hicu ; to which Sin he prompted
our Parents alfo, and prevailed. L
This was the Original of Sin and Mifery; pro«
bably long before our Earth was created and Man
upon it. And when Angels faw the Delights of
God in the Sons of Men and fhouted for Joy, the
Devils were filled with Madnefs and Vexation at
it, and fet themfelves to déftroy this pleafing
Workmanthip of God. | o
We are greatly obliged to Mofes, in the Hand
of GOD, for this Difcovery to us of the Canfz the
Way and Meansof our Ruin. We are deliver’d
from the vain and abfurd Imagination which others
have gone into of an Evi/ God, as well as a Good
One. A moft impious Principle, and pleafing eno’
to the Devil 3 to make a God of him, and give hini-
a Threne like the -Moff High. . A very grateful
Retura to Him for all the Mifchief he has done us!
The Perfians went into this ridiculous Notiod,
which was the Reafon of the Prophet’s Words to
Cyrus, the Anointed while yet unborn, in thé
Name of the Lorp ¢ Ifai. xlv. 5,6,7. I am the
Lorp, and there is none elfe, theve is none befide Me
I girded theey tho’ thou baft not known Me: That
they may know from the Rifing of the Sun and frons
the Weft,that there is none befide Me : Iam the Lorp
and there is nome ¢lfe: I form the Light and create
Darknefs, I make Peace & create Evil 5 Ithe Loris’
89 all thefz things. You may be ready to think,.
this would miflead the People of Cyrus into an il
Tho’t of the Good Gud, as if he weie the Anthif
of Evil. But the plain Meaning is, that there cane
nat poflibly be two Gods, the one good and the o+
ther evil ; Oppofites and Rivals to each Other 3-
and that fuch an Imagination ought never to have
enter’d into their foolifh blinded Hearts, Tor
. GOD is neceflarily One onls, and moff Good ; and;
, at
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at firft made all Things good, and forbad Evil ta
the uttermoft. But intelligent Creatures finn’d a-
gainft their own Light, abus’d their Freedom, and
bro’t the Evil upon Themfelves. And now 1bis
E«il is under the wife and righteous Government
of the Good God, is the Punithinent of a wicked
World, and over ruled by God to the moft wife;
good and holy Ends. Therefore there is but One
Providence and Dominion over all, which is alto-
gether good and perfedt, and in the Hand of the
GOD of Ifrael, the one living and true God.

~ Into all this Train of Truth and Religion to
the One Eternal fupream GOD, Myfés leads us by
his Account of the Origineof Evil ; telling us how
God made Man very good and happy, and how
foon ke made himfelt finful and miferable.

ut the "Wonder then muft be dbout the 7y
¥ _  and Means of Man’s bringing himfelf under Sin
and Mifery. And #bis is the Particulai which
Mofes Cunder thie Infpiration of God) has revealed
to us. A Matter of the /4ff Iriportance to the
Honetr of God, and for our Recovery to Him.
And whien we have confidered My/es his Account,
we cannot conceive of any other, or like Way, for
¢hé Original of all thé Evils, of Body and Soul;
that we find our Selves under, from our Birth inta

¢hé World, to our goingoutof it, = .
~ Msfes thérefore lets us Know, in the firff place 3
hat God having made Man’s Body to fubfit and
Yive by Food, g‘fgwfng out of the Earth; He im=
mediately gave Direifion to Man aboit his propet
Food. Gen.i. 29. And God [nid; Bebold, 1 bhave
given yots evéry Hesh beating Sted, which is upon the
Face of allthe Earth ; dnd every Tree jiclding Frait;
$0 go4 it fhall be for Meaf, Afofes goes on in the
next Chapter dnd fells vs; ¢ That the Loxs Gob
$: having planted the Garden in Eden for hig‘Creaﬂ
LHre
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¥ ture Man, He fill’d it with cvery Tree pleafant 1o
8 the Eye and good for Food ;5 and i the Midf of
¢ the Garden be plac’d the Tree of Life, and allo «
“¢ Tree of the Kmowledge of Good and Ewil : And
““ that the Lorp Goo commanded the Man, [aying,
°“ Of every Tree of the Garden thou inayeft frec!y e.c'»:t
“ but of the Trec of the Knowledge of Good and Eoif
“ thou fbalt not eat of it 5 for in the Day that thoi
¢ eareft thereosf thou ﬂ?:sz furely die.

Now what could be more good than all this ? con-
fulting the Honour of God and Man’s Happinefs,

in God s Government and Man’s Obedience ! and
other Way for Either there could be none. What

could the wife and boly Oxe do more, or what lefs,

to prevent the very Being and Knowleoge of Evil 3
He forbid it on Pain of Death, he told our Patents
the certain Confequent of their Difobedience to
Him, | n this or any other Particilar ; that it would
be a1r BEvir to theth, Death and Damnanon to
Body and Soul.

It was in the Power ahd Will of Man 10w to
have obey’d and continued happy ; but to be fure
you would have tho't that he could never dars
offend in this particular Point, by Ediing of Me
farbzdde,z Tree, which carried the Kns wledge of Exil
in its Name, But God faw Man’s Danger was
here, in his Appetite,which it wds fit to réftrain and
direét as to every thing that would be bariful to
the Life of the Body, and therein alfo to the
Powers of the Soul ; and whatfoever was not fo,
Man might be fure his bountiful Alaker wotld not
prohlbxt to him.

It feems very red{onable to think, That Man
in the Perfeétion of his Under{’candmg heeded the
Direction of God, as Mifz5 tells us he had it, in
refpect of his pmper Fod. He was not created -
Wit a natural Inflinf? like the brute Creatures,
which is 10 them a more infallible Diretion that
) g Reafen
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Rezfon could be in the matter of Food. The Creas
tures -were made to be govern’d only by JSenfe, and
a Senfe they have very perfed? what to eat & drink,
and what not ; even as if they knew and could
{ay to themfelves, ¢ Thisis gcod for me, and that
¢ would do me hurt ; I chufe this therefore as
€¢ 1 fhun that.”---Reafon in Man was not prima-
rily intended for thefe inferior Things, and there-
fore was never meant to ferve as Jnftini? does in
the brute Kind the Purpofes of Univeifal Senfe
and Antipathy, which is neceffary to their Prefer-
vation. Reafon being given us for higher Ufes,
Man {eems to need a Revelation from God about
his inferior Good, his Food, 1t is by Obfervation
and Experience that Mankind get the Knowledge
of Things noxious to Them, among the Herbs or
Fruits of the Earth. And there being, let us {up-
po‘e, o7¢ Tree in the Midft of the Garden cf a
poiforous Mature to the Humane Body, God forbad
it to Man, and madeit the Zria/ of his Obedience ;
affuring him it would be deadly to him if he eat
of it.

I own, that it is not neceffary for us to {uppofe
this Poifoz in the forbidden Tree. 1t is eno’ that
God forbad it, were it never fo good in it felf.
© Tt was certainly intended 20 prove cur firft Pa-
S rests whether they would continue good, or
“¢ lapfe into knownEvil. They knew it would be
<504 in them to abftain and obey, and would cer-
tainly be very ¢wi/ in them, and bring Evil on “em
to difobey and eat. They could not think that
God weuld have denied ’em this Tree, if it were

not Evil for them in it felf, for any other End but
the Zr:z] of their Obedience, whether they would
continue good.--- Yet on the other Hand, there
might be ( for onght we know) a zatural Luil to
the Bodv of Man in this forbidden Tree. As we
are told by Bifbsp Patrick that many of the Fa-

1hers
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thers fuppos’d there ¢ wasa Virtue in the Tree
‘¢ of Life to preferve and maintain the Animal Spi-
°® rits, and the bodily Organs, in that equal Tem-
“ per and State in which they were created.--«
But as to Z%is we may think differently, and yet
not differ upon it. It comes to the {ame Thing,
if with other Divines we judge the Tree of Life
to have been only *¢a Signz and Seal of the Contis
““ nuance of Life and Happinefs to Adam, -even
£ unto Immortality and everlafting Bleflednefs,
““ thro’ the Grace and Favour of his Maker, up-
$¢ on Condition of his Perfeverance in his State
¢ of Innocence and Obedience. In like manner
the Trec ‘of Kniwledge of Good and Evwil was at
leaft this, *° A Sign and warning to Adam of the
Lofs of Life and Happinefs, and of the fad Expe-
viment of Evil in Soul and Body ; and as fuch it
was forbidden him. --- So that here were Life and
- Death, Blefling and Curfing, fer before our firft
Parents, as in two Sacramental Sigus & Seals annex-
ed to the Covenant of Works.

In fhort, M /fes lets us know that Man’s Depra-
vation both in Soul and Body was from his Sinning
againft God, and that the Sin of Man was his in-
dulging an *¢ irregular Appetite, in an Inftance
t¢ pofitively forbidden him, with a moft plain
¢ Threatning of the mortal Effects of it | He
vells us alfo the Tenmptasion Man was under to com-
mit the Sin, namely, to attain & bigher Degres of
Knowledge than he was made in.  God had made
him very krowing and happy in ail Refpe&s, and
hie ought to have been not only contented with,but
very thankful for his Endowments and Enjoyments
both intelleGtual and fenfitive. God had made
him to ufe his Knowledge, and to govern his Ap-

1| Sec Revelatim Examined, Diflrt. L
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petites, in a reverential Obedience to Him his
I.cap. 'To difohey was neceflarily to defile him-
E— f both as to Soul and Body, and that prefump-

#fly in Defiance to the Warning given him of
th fatal Effe¢t on both, Death bodllv and {piri-
tual. - Here wasa Comphcauan of Infidelity, In~

cratitude, Difcontent, - Prophanefs, Senfuality,
Pr i:}& axd Arrogance, with annatural Cruelty a-

t kis own .._,1fe, and that of his Oftspring.

ln..,.].l

Sl
Tn Account of the Origiral of Sinand Mifery
onderfully g ree wvh the Progrefs and Propaga-
r i of it fcm Age to Age. As one excellently
oMertgs and ar u o We fee it {till in our Selves
“ o0 e ‘1& £ =blithment of God, in the Nature

* and Contlitusion of Things, that all irregular
Indulgence of bodily Appetite, of one Kind or
mner:‘ is arttended with Fvil: And {o alfo
** every inordinate Affedtion and Paffion of Soul,
"_... nd in particular all vain Puorfuits of fuperiour
““\Wifdom, Affe@ation and Pride of Knowledge,
“* pat 1raiy tend o impair the Powers of the Mind
““ and make it vain. And as this is matter of Fad,
{o what can be more worthy of the li"lfdom,
* Goodneis and Ferfe&tion of God’s Government,
“* than that the Abule of Reafon fhould impaic.
““ tne Powers of i1, and Indulgence of Appetite
‘* make it more i:regu[ar. And if every Difor-
cer of Mind and Tlefh io Man is f1ill attended
v.ith Evil, how ar:reab‘e to Reafon muft this Ac-
count of 1l ﬁr:f.;:*f? sf Evil be, which M fes
cives us; {<il, That God acguainted Adam and
" con as he had made “em, with#bis certain
] ¢ Coniitution of Humane Nature ;
and theretore vehgmently prohibited every inordi-
nate Defire arid Appetite, becaule of the Bvil that
woild entue suen it, to Themielves frft and alfo
to their Poiterity after thgm ; which in the Cour.2

of
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of Nature is unavoidable, ¢ The Infeions of
% Parents affeting their Children while yet in
¢ their Loins.

And this again was a very great Aggravation of
the firlt, Tranigreflion,that.it muft be inthe Courfe
of Nature the Inlet and Entailof Sin and Mifery
vpon the Offspring. 1f the firft Parents corrupted
themfelves, their Iffue muft come depraved into
the World both in Scul and Body : Hor who caz
bring a clean Thing out of an unclean & That which
is bovn of the Flefb- is Flefb.. People that are vici-
aus and lultful corrupt their own Seed, more oc
lefs by their Indulgences, and often entail Difeafes,
Dolours and evil Inclinations upon their Offspring ;
which is one Way of God’s vifiting the Iniquity of
Parents ontheir Children to the third and fourth.Ge-
neration, --- And that the firlt Corruption of Man-
kind fhould be by their firlt Parents eating of a
Fruit forbidden to them, becaufe Bvil for them to
eat of, by a good God, can’t {feem at all ftrange to
us who know that there are {feveral forts of Fruits
growing at this Day about us; the eating whereof
would poifon our - Bodies and be deadly to us,’
{fome prefently, fome more leifurely. And thofé
that do in the moft low manner affe& the bodily
Life, do at the fame Periods of Time and in the,
{zme Degrees affedt the Soul and hurt the Powersof
the Mind. The Experiment and Knowledge of
Evil comes on Mankind after this Manner unto
thisDay. No wonder then if it firft came in at this
Door., Nay it may be we fhould find,if we could
but attain a perfel? Knowledge of the Effe&s of e-
very forbidden Indulgence of bodily Appetite, .
and the Paffions of our Souls, that there is not
the les/? of either Kind we can be guilty of, but it
dges in fome Degree impair the Health and Life
of, the Body, as well as the Virtue and Purity of
the Soul.  Qur Soul and Body in their prefent
- i S | “‘Union

i
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Union {uffer together, by every Intemperance and
Lufting of Flefh or Spirit, bring on their own Dif-
folution, and treafure vp Evil againft the World
to come ; where God has told us we muft {uffer
in both, if Sin is died in ; if it is not repented of,
fobdued and forfaken here in the Bedy : Which
is the only way to recover fomething of a Para-
difgic State for Souls here, and of Life everlafting
for Soul and Body hereafter.

- Let the Wit of Man fow if it can a more
¢redible, a like nataral Account of the Origraal and
Prepazatisn of Sinand Mifery. And if the Free-
:hinkers,the Deifts and Unbelievers of the prefent
Age cannot give us a more likely Account ; more
worthy of a wife and good God, and more agre-
able to the Nature of Man ; let them receive Cop-
vi&ion and confefs that GOD was in Mofes of 2
[ruth,or at leaft let them ceafe their Cavilling and
Snarling at the Holy Scripturesy and from blafphem-
inz the Writings of Alofes.

For my own part, If 1 know what free thinking
is in this our degenerate State, wherein we find the
Powers of Aind and Body infeebled and depraved
to a great Degree ; If I know whatit is to reafon
clearly and impartially, it ison the Side of Alufes,
and by Faith given to what he has written as a
Revelation from God vnto us. But it is no great
wonder to {ee the Men of Licenice and vicious Life
at Defiance to the Writings of Aefes, which would
convince them of Sin and lead ’em to the Original
of it, and thereby condemn to Death all their lov’d
criminal Indulgences both of Flefh and Spirit. For
if they own Zisfes his Account to be true, Deéatl
muft be forever ftaring ‘em in the Face in all the
Exceffes of their bodily Appetites, in all their in-
ordinate Paffions, and more e{pecially in their dar-
ling imperious Affming of Knowledge to them-

o felves,
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felves, as if none had tafted of that Zree befide
’em, but they were the Gods knowing Good & Evil,
And it is too true that this is their Guilt and
Afpiration, in Similitude of Adam’s Tranfgreffion,
while they ridicule the Imputation of it and the
Derivation of it. So has the Serpent beguiled em
thro’ bis Subtlety, and like their ficft Parents they
tranfgrels daily, but do not fee themfelves naked:
While they laugh at the Account of Adam’s Sing

and banter Moyfés for it, they are but feeding on the
Dree of Death withous Fear.

I {ay again, The Origine of Evil had remain’d
unkrown to us to this Day, if God had not reveald
it to us in his Word. Zhe Horld by Wifdom could
not know it. Neither the Grecian or Roman Schools
cou!d imagine which way Mankind had become
{o viciousy foolifh and miferable. The moft pro-
bable Solution of the Matter was the Opinion of
a pre-exiftent State wherein Souls had finned, and
were {ent into thefe Bodies as into Prifons in Way
of Punifhment. Others went into the before na-
med ridiculous Notion of twos appofite and comtrary.
Principles or Caufes, the One of all the Good in the
World, the other of all the Ewvil in it. What.
Confufion was there in this Imagination of an
Evil God ? how were their foulifb Hearts darkned ?
What a Mercy is it to be delivered out of this
Maze and Labyrinth of Evil! Truth is eafie, but
BError is endlefs. How plair is the Matter now
Mofes has told it tous? in the Fueft whereof we
fhould have wandered in vain without his Clue.

Evil is from the Creature and not from God.
Far be it from the Avmicnry wha carnst be tenipted
with Evil, neither tempteth be any Man. Angels
and Men were drawn away of their own Luff and
eaticed. God inclined both the One and Other
#rongly to Good, commanded it and forbad the

o B
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Knowledge of Evil. Angels were high in the
Creation of God, but afpiring to be higher they
fell by Pride. Fallen they {well'd with Rage and
‘Envy and Hatred of God, and of every happy
Being, the Obje&s of his Love and Favour. Mas
being of this blefled Number, the Prince of Devils
had him in his fpitetul Eye, and prefently devifed
Means how to {poil God of his Glory frem Man,
and Man of his Bleffednefs in the Favour of God.
Fe knew there was but ene ¥zy in which to com-
pafs this dire Event, and thatr was to entice Man
into S§in, the abominalle Thing which God bates. 'To
compafs this he confidered the Nature of Man both
as to Soul and Body, the Appetite of the one to
Hy0d, and the Thirft of the other after Knswledge :
And there being in the Garden one Tree of good-
ly Fruit to look on forbidden to the Man, he pro-
oofed if he could by any Means to bring him to
{1/ after it and eat of ir, and he fix’d on that by
which he and his Angels had fallen ; {cil, Difcosn-
rent in his State, and by afpiring after more Arow-
jedze 3 a Tempration to which he would draw from
the very Naiwe of the forbidden Tree, the Tree of
Knswledze 5 a Tree (he would feign) to be defic-
ed for an Increafe of Knowledge and Wifdom.

In this Zay, as Mofes tells us, Aan was {educed,
thro’ the Subtlety of Satan, the Prince of Dewils,
to difobey God, and bring Ruine on Himfelf and
on his Poiterity, both as to Soul and Body. And
what can be more probable than fich a Way and
Inlet to all the £7:i/ we find our Selves fubject to
here in this Life, and to Dest? the End of it ?
What but Difcbedience to God our Maker, and Re-
bellisn againft his 173]] made known to us for our
Good ? even for our Prefervation in Holinefsand
Happinefs. What can be more honorary and glo-
visus to Gsd than this Account of the Orlginal of
Foil 3 oand what more lide o#7 g¢lves; our OwWn

' Confcizncss
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Confmences being’ Wltneﬂ'es 2. For to be fure wé
find our Selvés fallen into Sm, and moft prone to
it by Nature from our erth 5. and what more like-
ly Account ¢an there be of 6ur coming. .into fuch
a-State; than by the Inftigation of fome Devil or
other, in fuch an Inftance as’ Mofes has telatéd 2
Nor can we wonder at the Ca?y%qﬂencc of o much
Evil, bodily and fpmtual upon the SuPpoﬁnon
of fuch Sin and Tranf; grefﬁon. .

Lef us therefore {6 nouﬁy crufé and’ weigh the
whole Procefs of the Temptatmn and Sedué’non of
our firft Parents, as’it i5 given by Myfes, and fee
if it be not the moft likely,. and only  probable
Account of the Origine of Ev:l that has been
offered.

That Evil could not come from the Gaad Gop,
as His A, Willor Pleafure, is moft certain : The
Nature of God muft abhor from it, and fo ddes
Mofes his Accovnt.— That Evil is of two box;;s i3
evident, moral and ptual ; the Evil of Sin and Pi-
mﬂmﬂm for Sin : Mfﬁ's reveals ir, and we ‘are
confcious to it within our S€lves ; vye "have Senfe
of Sorrow and Pain, and we have the Cop cience
of Sin.-~ That bodily and Soul Serrows or Suffer=
ings, and that Diffolution of Soul dnd Body which
they work, fhiould be the Friit of or Sinning .a-
zaint God, is the moft ealy, natural and only red-
fonable and worthy Account of the Matter, that
the Wit of Man can give.— That Ewils befet " us
from the Womb, and purfue us thro’ all our Life
here in the ’Flefn, wear out our Bodies and Spirits,
and bring down our green or gray Heads to the
Grave, i3 a thing not to be denied. ~-- That #h¢/2
are under the Providence and Gouerninent of amoft
wife, good and holy Gop, is as certain as the very
Being of One.---That they muft come upon us for
Ccrreﬂ:"cn and Judgment, and in a Way of Pux-

G wifoment,
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nifoment, is {enfible to Flefh and Blood, and evis
dent to Reafon : We groan, weep, cry out and
beg for Mercy, Compaffion and Reipite, under out
bodily Maladies & Preflures. <-- What G6»p fhould
punifh ué for, buf for S againft Hifm, fome cri-
minal Diforder of our Appetites and Affections, in
Contradi&ion to the Law of our Nature, his Will
made known to us fof oir Good and his Glory
from u$, is nof €o be imagined. --- That this Sin 13
of cur Selves, or by the Inftigation of fume evil Be-
ing who had himfelf fallen from God,.is as evi-
dent to our Underftandings as that God is good,
and can be the Author only of what is good, pure
and perfect.--- That this good God fhould do all
that is fit and proper to prevens his happy Creature
from falling into Evil, is eévery way agreable to
our Reafon, as Myfes has told us that he did.---
That He fhould hainoufly r¢/zaz his Creatures pre-
{fumptuous Sinning, is moft agreable to all our 1degs
of his Wifdom, Holinefs, Dominion and Govern-
ment.--- That He is very j#f and righteous in the
Infli¢tion of Evil updn the Sinner, is as undenia-
ble as his neceflary Relation to usof a Law-
giver and 2 Judge. --- 'The only Doubt or Quefiion:
then is, Whether Asfes bis Account of Adaur’s Sin,
Dy a crimindl Indulgence of his Appetite, in a par-
ticular forbidden Inftance, at the Sollicitation of a
failen Angel, that was before become an Enemy
10 Gop and Goodnefs ; be not a very rational
Account of the Introduffion of Evil, info this
Part of the Creation of God which we inhabit 2
~-- If the Infaels, who are ready to ridicule Aofes
his Account, can give a better, let them do it:

Buat this they do not attempr.--- Yet they {ay that
the Account of #A5/zs is incredible, becatfe of the
Agency of the Serpent, his Part in feducing Eve,

and God’s Curfe vpon zim for it.---But Jet us delis

berately read over, and examine, what Mrfzs has

written
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written of this Matter, in the third Chapter of
Genefis 3 and if we cannot vindicate it as worthy
of the blefled Gop, and the moft likely Way of
Man’s fiefk Sin and the Eyil confequent thereon,
then let "emr mock on.--- Or 1 would rather. fay,
Altho’ we cannot anfwer for every Difficulty in
the Account given of Man’s Fall, yet we may fee
Eno’ in it of Gop, his Wifdom,Goodnefs, Holinefs
and Jultice, to flill the Enemy and the Avenger, andt
to fill us with Admiration of and Thankfulnefs fog
the Writings of 2ofes. |

The Matter then lies thus, 1. There was a Tree
of E9i! in the Garden where Adam and Eve were
plac’d by Ged. 2. The Natare of this Tree was
fuch, or the Conflitution of God refpeéting it was
{uch, that if Man eat of it ’twould bring Evil on
him. 3. God immediately inform’d our. firft Pa-
rents hereof, and pofitively forbad *em to eat of it,
becaufe of the Evs/ it would bring upon thém if
they dac’d to touch it. 4. He therefore call’d it
in their Hearing by the Naire of the Tree of Know-
ledge of Good and Ewil ; which was to fay, where-
by they would experience within themfelves what
Evil is, and how it differs from the Gogd which
they were in the foll Enjoyment of, 5. He let
them know therefore, that this Tree was placed
there for the Zvial of their Obedicnce ; whether in
the midit of all the other Fruits of Faradife, of
all which they might freely and fafely eat, they.
would regard his Will and Pleafure in this oze.
Prohibition, which was alfo for their Prefervation.
6. He therefore alfo fex a Tree of Life in the Midft
of the Garden, as a Sacramental Sign or natural
Means of Jmmortality, for him to gat of ; while the
Tree forbidden to him would. only tring. certain
Death an him. «-- Upon all we muft remember the
Rerfection'of UnderPanding wherein our fisft Parents

D R Wre
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were created 5 that they perfeclly underftood the
Mind and \flll of God in ail this Prohibition,
with the Reafon and Fguity of their Re-
fraint in this Particular, which plainly appears
from Eve’s Anf{wer to the Serpent, Gen. iii. 2, 3.
And th: ¥z *f‘?z [zid to the Serpert, I¥e imay car of
the Fruit of the Trees of ths Gd} dew 5 but of that
Tres which is fﬂ the Adf of the G frdf?.. God bath
2, T3 fhall pos eat of ity neither flall ;,e sotich
se die,
Fndnow 1. Let usiuppofe with Mrfes a World
ot accurfed {fellen Spivits, with Saten at  their
Head, who in their Pride and Rebellion againft
Ccd had left their firft Seat, and were full of Ezn-
w5 1o God, full of ol fe;”ﬂty and Mifthief, Ene-
iz of all R:«Ltwfﬁzcyv, as contrary to God and
a}i Goodrefs as Darknefs is to Light. 2. We may
exionably grant that thefe w icked dlaboncal Spi-
11--3 i thelt L:Pil.e 3”3 indt Cﬂd ahd Ef]mlty to hla
In‘af"e in Man, and Er:lw,r ot h.: Delight in him,
sald defive z‘aﬁff: ce Mankind into Sin "and leﬁ'"y
after themiz!ves. 3. Therﬂ is nothing in Reafon
and Tuitice to forbid Gsa s nermitting the Teuwpter
o iry tae Qbedience of his happy Creature, endu-
ed with m;on]eégu, Holinefs znd Str&n 1 for
ie!ding him a conftant and refolute Obudlence.
t is not unlikely, that God having placed «
inthe Garden w‘ncn he had forbidden M &N
f:—.,h_, thie Tﬁn;prcr would fix cn that particu-
ci, a fl try it he could not prevail over our
in this matter of bedily Appetite. 5. Fix-
155 .V ay of Tempration, he lays his Train
Aitive to 1;:(‘dce “LTB"I to tranferefs. And
hrl el
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1. Remembring well how he fell himfelt by Pride,

afpiring after a Gigder Qt te in the Crea jon than
taat God had ginfer}'hign5 he naturaily tho’c this
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as Liely a Way whereby to prevail Jﬁr Man, a
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like Intelligent Spirit with himfelf, but in a Body
of Flefh. 2. If therefore he.can prevall on Adazuz
or Eveto lui’c after greater Knowledge and Wifdom,
he knew that they would fall after him, into his
own Condemnation. 3. To compafs th:s he re-
folves to improve the Name of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil, and to recommend theé ‘Tree: to
Man 45 a Tree z‘o be defired to inake- them wifer thap
God had made ’em ; yea to make ‘em as Gods, as
Angels, like GOD Himfelf, for Underitanding and
Wildom. - 4. 'To this End he craftily propofed’ to
enter -into fome Drute Creature, or-to aflume’ the
Form of one, and watching 'an Opportumty he
would in the Slght of Ewe or Adam, or both,” eat
of the Fruit of the forbiddéen’ Tree, and then fg:m!a
to them with a- Man’s Voice, and'with the Renfon
and Underftanding of a Man ; to let ’ém fee with
their Eyes, and hear with their Ears,. the Power
and Virtue of that T Fruit, to change a bruté Crea-
tute into Rational ; and fmm thence to perfwade
’em that if ¢hey would eat of the fame Fruit -thzin
Souls would by a Patlty of Reaion be fa!fed into

Angels.

'This feems evidently to be the Scbeme which the
Dewil laid, according to Mofes Account ;3 and a
~ more ﬁcbﬂe one could not be laid : It was ¢ Deprb.
of Satan. ' In Pur{uance of it, 1. He confider’d
wiich among the brute preatures had the moft na~
tural Subtlety and Beauty, and might therefore be
the moft zakirg in-Man Eye : And pitch’d upon
the Serpent 3 which did not go upon its Belly, or
crawl in the Duft and feed on it as after the Curfe ;
but ‘was as much more beauteous and charming 2
Creature to the Eye of Man, as it is now bafe, ab-
j¢& and hateful. 2. He watch’d his Opportumty
to find Ezve alone, near to the forbidden Tree, ta
ipealy to her gs. out of the Mouth of the Serpent.
o - 5 Wg
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3. We may well {uppofe fle was exceedingly fure
prifed to hear a brute and dumb Creatyre fpeak
with humane Voice and Underflanding, and that
fhe might be ready to expre/s her Surprife thereat.
And 4. We may as reafonably fuppofe that the
Devil in the Serpent’s Form, like bimfelf, a falfg
and Jying Spirit, told her that he came by hisKnow-
ledge and Underftanding, and by the Power of
Speech, by hapning to eat of the excellent Fruit of
that Trez : 'That whereas till now he had been
indeed a Jrate Creature and deftitute of Konow-
ledge, immediately his Eyes were open, and a
Aan’s Beart was given him, and this Light and
Underftanding came into him, which fhe now {aw
and heard. 5. We may well imagine that the
pretended Serpest tald her this with a great Appea-
rance of Joy aand Zramfport, as one muft needs
have that was at once ?rassforin’d from the Spirit
of 2 DBeaft to that of a humane Intelligence.
6. We may as well think that hereupon Eve {pake
ber Admiration of this Event, and let the Serpent
know how that God had forbidden them to tafte of
this Tree ; which fhe could not but the more mufe
¢pon and wonder at, upon what fhe now faw and
heard. 7. To which the Serpent alfo anfivers with
2 Shew of Wander, and asks (as MMofzs tells us)
¢ Yea, Lath God faid, ye fhall not eat of every Tree
in the Garden € q. d. Can it be fo ? and what can
this mean ? can the good God lay any fuch Re-
frzint upon you ? and forbid you thisTree in parti=
cular 2 8. Eve naturally, and truly replied, Yes,
Ve w1y eas of the Bruit of the Trees of the Garden,
Gat of this Tree God batd faid, < Te foall pot cat of
i 5 meither f[ball yz touch ity left ye die.

It is plain there had been fome previoys Confe-
rence hetween the Serpent and Eve, before the Ser-
peat’s Words, ¢ Tea, hath God (aid, y; fhall not
¢it ¢ Tt feems to be a Return to fomewhat ‘faid

7 T T heforg
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before.  ‘The ‘Temptation had been elfe too abrupt,
dnd the Devil had betray’d himfelf t6 be endued
with zore than humane Knowledge ; eVen to know
what God had faid to Adam and Eve while he was
yet a Brute and without Underftanding, <-- Or if
you would chuft to think, that the Serpent would
have Ewe imagine, that he had indeed attain’d to
the Intelligence of Argels by eating of the forbid-
den Fruity it will but carry the Deception yet
bigber, aitd make the Temptation fo much the
ftronger.=-- But it is more likely that he appear’d
to take this Information from Her own Lips, and’
leads her into Wonder and Inquifitivene(s after the
Reafon of {uch a Prohibition to them ; while fhe
faw (as was pretended) the happy wondrous Effel?
that the Fruit had on him, the Serpent, that was
before an ignorant and dumb Beaft.~-- And when
thie Devil had by this #ile fhook her Mind, rais’d
in her a Su/penfec and doubtful Admiration, 4nd tdo
much a Regard to Her Senfes, in a- Contradiétion
to the Word of God ; then the Zemprer boldly
fhot his flery Dart, and as a Creature of fuperiox
Light {4id to the Woman, ° Ye fball not-furely die ¥
For God doth know that in the Day you eat your Eyes
Jhall be opened, and ye [(ball be as God’s, knowing
Good 4nd Ewil. | | -
This bold Sdtanical Reafoning had its curfed-
Effeét upon the Mind and Heart of Eve ! She
took in the Poifon of Pride, and the Luff aftec
more Knowledge conceived Wwithin her, and fhe
fell after the Example of Satan. She look’d upon
the Fruit with Defire, believing all that the Serpent .
had faid of it. It Jook’d good for food ; nay the-
Serpent had found it fo : It was pleafant to hec
Eye, but more to her afpiring Mind : She conli-
dered it as defirable to make her wife, wife as the
Angels of God who know grod and evil i She gree--
dily took thereforc of the Fruit and eat, and gaze
- 2 allu -
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alfs to ber B siaxliwith bery and be did eat. 'That
is to. fay, She vent away to Adaim,  with fome of
the Fruit in hor Hznd, and told h'm of all that
fhe had jeer 2ni “eard of the Serpent’s eating and
fpeaking, with Unlerftanding equal if not fuperior
to their o 0 ; and that he had teold her to what
Angelical zud Gedlize Heights «f Knowledge the Fruit
will raife z2ciz upon theire eating of it: To all which
Adaz hearkened, and from a L iil: ¢ Luft after for-
bidden Kn:wledge, be fuddenly, rafhly and fata:
took from his W i¢5-Hand and eat.

- 1t {eems to me,. that our Firft Parents not ta
ing Time to df!fLr;m.fr on the Matzer, did not fee
into the real Dewvilif7i of the Scrpent Words ;- that.
it was a giving God the Lyz; 'and to tax him with
want of Goodnefs and Boumy to his Creatures, or
with grudging to ’em and denying them the Know-
ledge that was proper for 'em.  Or if we may
think that the 12 gacious Minds of Adaiz and Fuve
could not fail ef theie Refleftions upon the Devil’s
Words, then was. their Crizze and Guilt {o much-

the more ike uato the very Devils who.deceived
them. 7

" And now I may appeal unto the Heart of every
impartial Readery if . Aigfes has not given Us the
moft // kﬁfjACCOhnt we can imagine, of the Sedufios
and Fall of our ﬁr Parents ? " How the Sei perit be-
guilgd Ete thro’ kis Subtlety ! bow by one Man Sin
bas enter’d into tie Vorld, and Death by Sin,and has
paffed apin ¢! Biw by one Maw’s Difibedience all
are maGe Sinners. '

s £0 0N NOW to the .7/ azents-upon the Fall of

.-"'

Ad:m as they are related by Meofes © Aad for
my own p::r: [ cannot bur think the Atosunt given
by him to te fo 7éfiziiz! and natural, that 1 cannot
imazing howit o235 be otherwife,  'Thatis to fav,

- Lhiﬁl
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Firf#, 'That as {foon as our Firf#Parents had finned
they faw themfelves naked ¢ 1. e. found themfelves
under fome fhameful Diforder both of Mind and
Body : A Cloud came upon their Minds,Guilt ftung
’em, Fear feiz’d ’em, and they faw each other’s
Face chang'd for the worfe : The Joys of Inno-
cence left .their Eyes, the Poifon of the Fruit
work’d in their Veins, fick Qualms and cold Sweats
came upon them, and their Minds were full of
Confufion and Confternation at their Difappoint-
ment : They felt the forbidden Kuowledge of Evil,
and were ready to run and hide themfelves any

where. -
Secondly, 1t is moft reafonable to think that God

would wow appear, arvaign.and condemn them to die,
according to his Zhreatning in Cafe they difobey’d
Him. Whereupon it is natural to think the Sinners
would fly from bis Prefence, as Mofes {ays they did,
as foon as they heard bis Voice.— Tt is al{o altoge-
ther worthy of Gob to c¢all them forth with the
Voice of -an offended Father and Judge, Adam,
where art thou € --~ The Anfwer of Adam muft
needs be juft as Mofes relates it 5 {cil, a plain Con-
f2ffisn of his Crime ; for there was no hiding ir.
“ And be faid, I beard thy Veice in the Garden and
was afraid, becanfe I was naked, and Ibid my [elf,
Shame naturally hides it {elf, and Fear flies.---
This was Confeffion eno’ of the Fatt to God, and
therefore the Replyis jult which Mofes gives usfrom
the Mouth of God, ** Who told thee that thot waft
naked ¢ baft thon eaten of the Tree whereof I come
manded thee, that thou fhonldf} not eat 2 q. d. No-
thing but the Lofs of thy Innocence, and Guilt of
Sin, could ftrike thee with this Fear, and cover
thee with this Shame : Where is" the Love and
Joy with which you were won’t to welcome my
Prefence ?--~ And now what could Adaim {ay for

himfelf, but thofe words which Myfes relates, lay-
' H ing

-y
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ing the Blame on his Zife, who was firff in the
Tranfereffion ? And what fhould Eve anfwer, but
as Alsfes has ity ©¢ The Serpent beguiled e, --- And
upon this their Confeffion what fhould follow, but
God’s paffing Sentence and Fudgment ¢ --- And
where {hould the Judgment begin, but on the Ser-
sens € i, e. Satan the Contriver and Author of all
this Sin and Mifchief. --- And firft the Cus/e falls
upon the Infirament which the Devil us'd, the Ser-
et 5 and our Parents {aw the Creature chang'd
from that beauteons Form wherein it was before,
into a crawling billing Snake, viler than every Beaft
about them, to flide vpon his Belly in the Duft;
and feed upon it. No doubt, this Change upon
the Serpent firuck Adam and Eve with new Re-
morfe and Terror ; as a Criminal that is to di¢
for Beafiiality {ees with Horror the poor Beaf? flain
before his Eyes, as the dire Prologue to his own
Execution. --- Then under the Shadow of the En-’
mity that fhouid for ever be between the Sons and
Daughters of Evz and every Kind of Serpents,
which we all know to be vniverfal and invincible ;
(Tbefe being ever ready at the Heels of Men to
zite ‘em, and Zhe¢y being ever as ready to Druifz
the Heads of Serpents and deftroy them) 1 fay,
nader the Image of this, the Pevi/ is told of -and
ihreatned with a glovious Seep of this poor siiferable
#osnan that Thould Dreak bis Head, while he thould
be only able 70 bizife bis Heel.--- This was a deadly
Word to the O/d Scrpemt, the Devil and Satan 5 and
no deubt the Fiend was ftruck with Zorments by
it, which no Humane Soul can think of. And fit
it was the Fudgment fhould begin.with biz whe
was the guilty Cag/e and Beginning of all this Zr4-
gedy.~-- At the {ame Time, It was a moft mercift’
Reuelation of a Saviour, and of a Suffering Re-
DEEMER, to be born of Ewe, birn of a Woman
without the Concurrence of a4 Sz of Adain 5 wao

’ - fhould
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fhould conquer Sazan and defiroy bis Work and
abolifb Dedth, by recovering Souls from Sin & Hell.
All which has been fulfilled, we know, in the Per-
fon, Temptations, Miniftry, Miracles, Obedience,
Sufferings, Death, Refurretion, Afcention and
Reign of our Lorp Jesus Curist, the Second A-
daiz ; Who will come again in Glory #0 judge An-
gels, and caft Death and Hell into the Lake of Fire’
and Brimflone.---The Devil heard this his Judg-
ment, and frenizbled, tho' he underftood it not at
the Time. Our Parents alfo heard it, and were
enlightned to conceive of fome moft glorious Deli-
verer, @ Son of Evey, in God’s Time ; and it was
Life from the Dead to them ; while it was Death
and Damnation in the worlt Form that could be to
the proud Serpent, to be overcome, deftroyed,
judged and damned by a mortal Son of that weak
{Vuman, whom he had juft deceiv'd into Sin and
Ruin.--- Say now, if this was not worthy of the
Infinite Wifdom and Foreknowledge of Cod, his
Sovereignty and Dominion, his Juftice Mercy and
Grace V' This is the Loro’s Deing and wonderful iz
our Eyes.

Then Gop, the Fudge, proceeded and told the
Wuinan, that he would maltiply ber Sorrows in bear-
ing Children, for alluring her Husband into Sin 3
and that henceforth Sbe and her Daughtsrs fhould
be in fuch a Tuffering fort of Swhsection to the
Zifens difordered Paffions, as they would never at
all have known, if She had not been an Infirn-
ment in his Sin and Tall. --- The Aan alfo was
told that the Ground was curfed f{or bis fake, that
in Sorvow be fhould eat of it all ebe Days of bis Life,
till be veturi’d into 46 Which Words were a plain
and exprefs Repricve granted to Adam and Eve
from deferved nflant Reath ; but as plain and

" pofitive a Declarasion of Death woiking, in. them.
from that Day forward, and bringing them down
’ - =t ¥ Lﬁl % 'y - ﬁg@‘fza
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flowly to the Grave. --- All Mankind have been
from that Day a Cummest on this righteous and
terrible  Judgment of God ; having the full Expe-
riizent of it in Themfelves. All fadly know the
Truth of it. It has been, isand will be to the
End of the World, as Afy/fes has written. Adan’s
oz is the Original, Caufe and Means, of all the
dalorous Difzzfes of Body and Griefs of Mind,
which bring on that Death, to which every Son
and Daughter of Adaiz are inevitably doom'd by
the righteous Searence of God.

And now {ay, Have we not Reafon to think
that AL/zs has writ from the Mouth of God, in all
this Account of £dam’s Fall and Punifhment, and
of Satsn’s Agency therein and Judgment therefor 2
It agrees to all the prefent known State of Man-
kind, our dying Condition, the Sorrows of our
Lite, our Proneis snd Temptations to Sin, our
Euits and Corruptions, and our fearful Apprehen-
fions of the Eternal Judgment of Gody a Hell of

DBinils,

nele Things might be eaflly enlazg’d on, but
tne bare fimple Mention of them carries, [ think,
a Lizht and Conviction to every f{ober confider-
32 Mind, A moere reafcnable Account of tha

C'E;EL: o;r 8z ooz Earthy and of the Sevrcws and
i'e3:h the Demerit thereof, and of a final Delive-
rauce therefrem oy the Afsn Cuwrist JEsus, cannot
€NIEr intp the Heart of Man to conceive of. A

better Fougdasicy for Chriffianity could not have
ogen contrived by Az, had he liv’d and wrote
after the Manifeflation of Crrist in the Flefh,

ot
=

and after his Refurrediion from the Dead.

Bat alas! the Soss of Ez2 are born with the
ottd and Foifon of Infdedity in their Veins! that
Poify»
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Poifop which the Serpent infus’d into ber before the
eat of the forbjdden Fruit. © And the Agency of .
the Dewil is the fame in all his Temptations to In-
fidelity at this Day. --~In wais has God told us
how Satas f{educed our firit Mother ; for we are
Sl willingly beguiled by him ; disbelieve qnad cas
and die. 'The Devil is in Men in all theic Unbelsef,
as much as he was in the Sgrpens that deceived
Eve ; the Hory Guost tells usfo, and deplores the
Mifery of an unbelieving World : Pfal, lviii. 3,4,3-
Tbe wicked gre ¢firanged from the Womb ; they go
aftray as foon as they ave born fpeakiyg Lies : T heir
Poifon is like the Poifun of a Serpent, they are like the
deaf  Adder that foppeth her Ear ; which will ot
~ bearken to the Voice of Charmers, charming niever fo
wifely. Qur Lcrp Jesus repeats the dreadful
Words, and I will clofe my Argument with his juft
Reprehenfion and Rebake of the Infidels in his
Day : John viii 43,44,45. For I proceeded and came
forth from God, neither came I of my felfy but He
fent me . Why do ye not upderfland my Speech ? even
becanfe ye cannot bear my Word, Te are of your Fae
ther the Devii, and the Lufts of your Bather ye will
do; He was @ MurpereR from the Beginning, and
abode not in the 'Trurtn becasfe theve is no Truth in
Eim : When be fpeaketh aLyx befpeaketh of his own ;
for be is @ Liar and the Father of it : And becayfe
I tell you the Trurn, ye believe me noi,

Let us be deeply affeffed with, and greatly be-
wa4il our Selves under, all the Sin anad Evil that
the Tran{greflion of our Firf? Parents has bro’t up-
an us : *“ Qriginal Sinp without us, (as One {peaks)
“ and alfo within us{l. Are notthe Ruins of Hu-
“ man Nature, in our Selves and Others, vaft

o ——

{{ Faihand Praiice, Vol L. p. 222,

| and
. .
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€¢ and hideous ! Let us feel every one the Plague
¢ of bis own Heart, look tothe Rock wbhence we
¥ were bewn, and juftity God in his Judgment.
¢ Jet us admire the Grace and Mercy of God in
“ the Way of our Recovery by the Seconp Apanx,
& who is our Publick Head in the Covenant of
Grace, theLorp from Heaves, a quickning Spirit !
Who in our Nature has abolifsed Death, has finifbed
Tranfpreffion, and made an End of Sin, and has
bro’t in an Everlafling Righteoufsefs for the Juftifi-
cation of Sinners. Read the Glory of the Secona
Adan, as it is fet by the Apzftle over againit the
criminal Tranfareffion of 2be Hirff, and his righte-__-
ous Punifhment : Rom, v. 17,~--21. S

Trom the Whole it appears, that GOD is moft
Good and We evil.  As Mofes finithes his Account
of the Works of GOD with the Zef and mofk
{nizable Word that could be fpoken ; *“ And God
faw every Thing that be bad wade, and bebold it was
<zry 2054 ! So give me Leave to clofe this Contem-
plation of Gop ovr Maxer with an Adoring Ac-
tnowledgment of His Gosdrefs, and the moft
sbafing Confeffion of ourown Vilenefs and Sinfulsefs.
Now let sur Eyes fee Hiv, and let us abbor ounr
Sclues, repentinig iv Duft and Afhes.  'This only have
we found by our Eunguiry after the Work of God,
(and Solomon with all his /ifidein; giving his Heart
to fee and fearch, found only this at lat) Eccl.
vii. 2g. Zat GOD made 2an uprighty but They bave
fouzshs ont many Iuventions. < As our firft Parents,
“ {c all their Poferity after them, by the Inftigation
“ of Satan, have fougnt and Are feeking out mew
“ Vzys of making Themfelves more” wife and
€ Lappy+. But Q how much 7z v4in, and to their

gy W

+ Mr. Clark 1 Lo,
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own Hurt ! to the vaft Increafe of Folly & Guil,
Vanity and Mifery | for like Men (like Acam) they
ftill zranferefs : The Wordof God is difregarded, and
the Lies of Satan are liftned to,---Let us not
cover oy Tranfgreffion as Adam : Tt is written a8
with @ Pen of Iron and with the Point of a Diamond.
The open Infidelity of the Age proclaims it ; the
Lives, the Tongues and Pens of the modern Infi
dels. --- Let us defire 70 fanitify the Lozp Gop in
our Hearts and Lives, whether we {peak or write' s
and be ready always to give an Anfwer to every Mat,
that asks us a-Reafon of the Hope that is in us, with
Meeknefs and Fear. 1hope 1 have here done it in

the Fear of GOD, and if I have fail'd of doingit
with the Meeknefs of Mofes, 1 ask His Forgivenefy
the Zeal of Whofe #ord thould eat as up.
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