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T HE

AUT H OR

TO HIS

READERS

N IRS, I have in the following
R 70¢2 fhewn yor whar was  the
great end, and the profefled
defign of our Lord Fefus Chriff s
contiisg into the world 5 and of what
be didy and fuffered in ity from it, and
for 1t, viz. 7o fave mens fouls. [
have likewife [bewn you what method
Chriff took, and the means be made u/fz
of 112 order to oltain that end, And
in the doing of this I bave alfo [hewn
you what is {in&ly and properly the
true golpel of Fefus Chrifl, or what is
thar good news which he was fent of
Az Ged




The Author
God to zzcgzmz'?zt the world with. And

as there bhas been of late great com-
plaining of the growth of infidelity,.
and of the bold attacks made by Unbe-
lizvers wpon Ghriffianity, and of the
idleicfs, weaknefs, and unfairnefs of
what has been wrged on ihat head
aud as maiy other perfons bave been
wigared in its defence (tho poffibly
what bas been wrged in favour of Coii-
Jhigiity, may bave been, i many -
flances, as idle and weak as what bas
becis wroed asainft it) @ Jo | [rou: Joier.
periefal of the annexed treatife you will
be becter qualified to difcern whether
the mam points iz difpute, and the
’i : = - . "
chiet and principal things contended
for, and againft, b¢ real Chriftianity
aid ihe true golpel of Chirift o whe-
thei they be ot rather and in the maine
the do&trines and commandments, axnd
the mtereit and power of men, which
Jorze zealoufly oppofe, and others as
zealonfly defend,  Alas! there s fome-
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to his Readers.

times preat Real pretended to be [hewr
for Chriftianity, when there is juff
oround to prefume that the true gofpel
of Tefus Chrift is leaft at beart.  Mens

worldly pofleflions, zbeir power and
pre-eminence are what they value, and
think worth contending for ; and that
fuch contention may appear with the bet-
ter grace Chriftianity is 5;“0zngt 711 10
countenance it. But let this be as it will.

What is contained in the followiing
tratt the whole body of mankind are
manifeftly interefted iny and this has
1idicced me to offer it to publick confi-
deration. I do likewife particularly
recormmend 1t to the [erious confidera-
tion of all thofe who effeenr themfelves,
or are effeened by others #o be minifters
of Fefus Chriff, and preachers of his
gofpel.  And the veafon of this is, be-
caufe the [ubjet? of it, as it enters into
thofe irnportant queftions, wiz. what
s, and what is not zhe trie gofpel of
Jefus Chrifty is what they as preachers
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vi The Author
of Chriff and bis gofpel are particy-
larly interefted in, and if it fhould ap-
pear to be erroneous, are particularly
concerned torefute. I do alfo beg leave
more efpecially to recommend it to the

confideration of all thofe who have ob-
tained the reputation of being the great
Detenders of Chriftianity 5 becanfe, £

think, they are more efpecially concern-
ed to examine ity in order to fee whe-

ther it has been real and true Chnifti-
anity zhey have been engaged in the de-

fence of, or not.  And,
As I have purfued this work with

the utmoff fairnels and freedom, and
with a flrict regard to truth wherever
it might lead me, or whomfoever I
might oppofe by ity and under a well
grounded perfwafon, and with a feri-
ous regard to a tuture judgment and
retribution: Jo I intreat iy Examiners
t0 do the like, and then, L doubt not,
but what is bere offered will appear in

a dzﬁrem‘ light, and bave a different
. effelt
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effelt upon their minds than otherwife

it would bave. I do likewife intreat
my readers to confider that to look upor
o future judgment and retribution only
as a proper topick for argument; as
[omething that bas wpon the foot of rea-
Jon more 2o be Jaid for it, than can be
Jaid againft it 5 as ﬁmez%ifzg we are
obliged to revelation for the certainty
of (tho I think that is a miflake);
as a fubjelt which affords matter for
a man bandfomely to barangue half ar
hour in a pulpit upon, and the like,
is one thing 5 and for a man to pay
fzzcb’ @ [erions regard to ity as that it
becornes a ground or reafon of altion to
him, which rightly diretts and governs
bis mind and life, this is quite another
thing.  And yet, where the latter of
thefe 1s wanting, there taith 7s the fame
as infidelity with refpeét to any good
purpofe that is ferved by i, Alas! a
future judgment and retribution [eem

to be things rather to be talked and
A 4 - boafted
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boatted of, than to be a ground or rea-

fon of a&tion, or to be feriouly regarded

by Chriftians. Tho', I hope, this will not
be the cafe of my Examiner 5 for if it
Shotld, I fear, I [hall come but poorly off.

[ have in the following [heets fhewn
what are the true grounds of our ac-
ceptance wizh God 5 and likewife what
are the true grounds upon which [in-
ners may reafonably expeft to obtain
the divine mercy 5 and thele [Jurely
miuft be allpwed to be points 17 which
all mankind are nearly concerned. I
have likewife in the following tract
rendered the gofpel of Chrift detend-
able #pon rational principles, by fepa-
rating frou it thofe things which have
beerr blended wizh ity andwhich there-
oy have lnid a foundation for moft of
thofe difficulties and objeCions which
bave been nrged avainft it.  And yet,
norwithflanding, ([uch is the bimonr
of the avey) I oy pollibly be deemn-
edy and reprefenzed as an Unbeliever,

and
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and an enemy fo that gofpel 5 than
which [urely nothing can be more un-
juft, or ungenerous. However, I
will fo far interefs myfelf in the caufe
of unbelievers, (7f any fuch there are
among  us,) as to Jay, they ought to
pave jultice done them ; and if they
have any thing to offer againft Chrifti-
anity as the ground of their infidelity,
they ought to be heard and anfwered
in the Ipirit of the gofpel of Chriff,
which is a [pirit of meeknefs, for-
bearance and love. I am fenfible the
commmon cry 1s, that it is not mens
perceiving  any difficrlties which a-
tend the divinity of the Chriftian Re-
velation, but it is their love to their
vices which is the ground and caufe
of their infidelity 5 though this is a
prefumnption which, 1 think, does not
appear to be well grounded. For if
a man be difpofed to follow his wi-
cious inclinations, without any diftur-
bance from others ¢ reluctancy in

I his
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his own mind; zhen certainly he is
moff Jecure of this, by pis firiclly ad-
hering, with regard to bis opinions,
to the eftablithed religion of bis Coun-
try, let that be what it will, and not
to deviate from it in any point.  For
then as he may be as wicious as he
p/ea/és withosit reﬂderzﬂg /Jmf/éff re-
markable, or drawing on him  the
watchful eyes of others: Jo it is but
to ftrain zbe fenfe of the Revelation
publickly adbered to, and be may find
out feveral ways to render the prac-
tice of vice eafy to himfelf. This bas
been too nuch, and too often the cafe

ammong b Chriftians 5 many of them by
applying to themfelves the virtue and
merit of a ftrong faith, or by 2 warm
zeal for a party, ( w/mﬁ they are apt
to confider as contending  for truth
and truc religion,) or 5)} @ conflant
attendance on  fome external obfer-
vances, or by the application of the
good works, o luflerings of fome

\ other
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other perfon or perfons to themfelves, or
the likey have rendered their minds ealy
under the practice of the vileft attions.
And as fuch principles introduce into
mens minds a groundlefs peace and
fatisfattion, even whilf} they indulge
themfelves in a wicious conrfe of life s
fo thofe principles are ufually -ground-
ed upor the miltaken fenfe, or the
mifapplication of fome part or parts
of the Chriftian Revelation. W hereas
if a man diflents from the eftablifhed
religion of his country, and becomes
an Unbeliever ; then every watchtul
eye 75 turned wpon bim, and every
fault 772 bis conduét is as it were re-
oiftered 1n a book, and remembered

againft him upon all occafions.  And
as reafon or the wreligion of nature
difapproves and condeinns every vice s
Jo if the Unbelicver reflets ferioufly
upon his actions after the commilfion

of them, he muft fland condemmned in

pis own mind, and bas no fanftuary
147,
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t0 fly to, to render that weight and bur-
den eafy to himfelf. And if a man does
not refleét ferioufly upor bis ations, then
as he has no reluétancy of mind: /o zhe

cafe is the [ame whether be be o Be-
liever, o an Unbeliever. And as 1 have

thuLs fd?" interefted nyfelf in the caufe of
Unbelievers : fo I beg leave 1o objerve

one thing 7o them, viz. that the flarting
o few dithculties 75 70¢ a rational, and

therefore is not a {uthcient ground for
Jetting afide the Chriftian, or any Revela-
tion, 1f what is cffered in its favour car-
ries with it the greater and higher de-
gree of probabﬂity. IV hern any queftion
admits of a difpute, comion juffice re-
quires that every thing ﬂjw/ﬂf be broug bt
1110 the cafe which ﬁmlw cither fory or
(0 g(zzfzﬂ that gzzeﬁmz and wherever
1t po7 fm? compar yozz, the greater and
highcr- degree of probability /ies, | that
01gnt 172 reafon to determine our Judg-
nents either for, or againdt that qusflion.
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S kE C T, VIIL

ECONDLY, that the gofpel might
come the better recommended to the
world Chrift was in his own perfon an ex-
ample of fr1ét conformity to it, by conforms
ing his affeCtions and actions to that unalter-
able rule of aétion which 1s founded in the
reafon of things., Chuft preached his own
life if I may fo fpeak, and /rwed his own
diétrine, and thereby he was at once a ftand-
ing monument of the practicablenefs of vir-
tue, and of the prefent peace and happinefs
that flows from 1t. In him we may fee
what 1t 1s to live a godly, a righteous, a fo-
ber, and a benevolent life ; and that what
he requires from us as the ground of God's
favour is neither wnreafonable, nor impraéii-
cable. In him we have an example of a
quiet and peaceable {pirit, of a becoming mo-
defty and fobriety, juft and honeft, upright
and {incere, and above all of a moft gra-
cic. « and benevolent temper and behaviour.
One who did no wrong, no injury to any
man, in whofe mouth was no guile, who
E 2 went
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went about doing good, not only by his
preaching and miniftry, but alfo in curing
all manner of difeafes among the people,
His /ife was a beautiful pi¢ture of human na-
fure, when in its native purity and fimplici-
ty, and fthewed at once what excellent crea-
tures men would be, when under the nflu-
ence and power of that gofpe/ which he
preached unto them.

And as his holy life and doétrine drew on
him the unreafonable refentment of the Clergy
among the Fews, who ftirred up the reft of
the people againft him: fo this gave an oc-
cafion for his fealing his teftimony with his
blood, and of giving an inftance of the greateft
benevolence towards mankind.  And as his
life was an excellent pattern and example of
every good word and work, and therefore
very fit and proper for his difciples and fol-
lowers to copy after: fo his death was not
lefs exemplary. For he not only laid down
his life to promote the greazeff, and the moft
general good to mankind; but he did it i
fuch a manner, (by exercifing fuch parienie
and 7¢fignation under the fevereft trials and
moft painful afflictions and perfecutions) as
rendred him highly worthy of our imita-
tion. He was very f{enfible that the great
thing which he had undertaken to profecute
was the faving of mens fouls ; and as it dif-
poled him to &, and fuffer whatever was

neceflary




Fefus Chrift afferted. 27

neceflary or expedient to forward this great
and gracious defign: fo it induced him to
overlook the cruelty and unreafonable refent-
ment of his perfecutors, by przying and pray-
g for them, whillt he was {uffering the
moit intenfe pain from them, and even dy-

ing by their hands. And thus his life and
death were made {ubfervient to his miniftry,

and ferved to recommend his gofpel to the
world.
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