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" Prefume, there’s no Proteflant acquainted in a-
ny meafure with Books, thit “defend his' Re-
ligion againft the Papiffs, why bas ndt abigh E-

- feere of Mr, Chillingworth's' Book, intitnled,

The Religion of Proteftants' a'fafe Way, to Sal-

vation 3 ¢ Man fingled ont from amony all the

Learned Men of thofe Times, as beft qualifed

for that Undertaking againft 2 moft Learned Je-

{uit, His Book, iZ arbdjr to Priﬂtirﬁ, mer 77) -

only approved o thofe of greateff Learnin

1 anﬁ ﬂﬁfbarit] :';{ tbej Cburcb,);ugt wds cowmerzdeﬁ

to the Prefs by the Suffrages of the then Vices

Chancellor, and-both- the King's ard-Margaret

Prafgﬂ'or.r of Divinity in the U#iwrﬁty of

Osxon; and fince its Publication, bas had the

bighet Commendations of moft, if not all Leare

ned Proteftants, as the moft Learned and Fu-
dicious Work of any that had been publilh'd be-
fore upon that Subjeit. It was firfk Printed in
the Year 1637, and Dedicated to King Charles

A 2 the



The PREYF A CE.
the Firft s and then Reprinted 1663 5 and for

INOTE COmIRON Uﬁa, made jborter, by leaw'ng
out Perfonal Masters, was printed again, anno
1684. as a moft vational Defence againft Popery,
then breaking in upon us like a Land- Flood.

Out of this Excellent Book I have colleFed
thefe excellent Paffages, which give a brief Ac-
connt of the Religion of Proteltants, what it is 5
what Errors are dangerous, what not 5 that dif-
fering Proteftants agree in all Things meceffary
to Salvation 5 that it's Unchriftian 10 ufe Force
in Matters merely Religions 5 what is the Fourn-
tain of all the Schifns of the Church, and the
Calamities that have infefted Chriftendom abows
Opinions in Religion 5 and that univerfal Liber-
1y, well moderated, is the way 8o reduce Chriflian:

to Truth and Quity,

OF
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OF THE

RELIGION

OF

PROTESTANTS.

malHap. 6. Num. 56. Rnow then, Sir,
W&l that when 1 fay, the Religion of
Proteftants, is, in Prudence, to be
e\ /4ll preferr’d before yours: As, oa
[522255823] the one fide, T do not underftand
by your.Religion the Doctrine of Bellarmine
or Baroniws, or any other private Man a-
mong(t you 3 nor the Dottrine of the Sorbon,
or of the Jefuits, or of the Dominicans, or
of any other particular Company amongft you,
but that wherein you all agree, or profefs to
agree, The Dodrine of the Council of Trent.
So accordingly, on the other fide, by the Re-
ligion of Proteflants, 1 do not underftand the
Dotrine of Luther, or Calvin, or Melanithon,

nor the Confeflion of Axgwfla nor Genevs, nor
A 3 the
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the Catechi{m of Heidelberg, nor the Articles
of the Church of Ewgland, no, nor the Har-
mony of Proteftant Conteflions 5 but that
wherein they all agree, and which they all
{ubfcribe with a greater Harmony, as a per-
fc&t Rule of their Faith and Ations, that is,
the BIBLE, the BIBLE, If{ay,the BIBLE
only is the Religion of Proteftants! Whatfo-
ever elle they believe befides it, and the plain,
itrefragable, indubitable Confequences of 1,
well may they hold it as a Matter of Opini-
on, but not as a Matter of Raith and Reli-
gion 3 neither can they, with Coherence to
their .own Grounds, believe it themlelves, nor
require the Belief of it of others, without
moft high and mo{t {chi{matical Prefumpti-
on, I, for my part, after aloag (and as I
verily believe and hope) impartial Search of
the true way to Eternal Happinefs, do profels
plainly, that I cannot findany Relt for the Sole
of my Foot, but upon this Rock only. I fee
plainly, and with mine own Eyes, that there
are Popes againft Popes, Councils againt
Councils, fome Fathers againt others, the
{ame Fathers againft themfelves, a Confent ot
Fathers of one Age again(t a Confent of Fa-
thers of another Age; the Church of one Age
againft the Church of another Ages traditive
Interpretations of Scripture, are pretended,
but there are few or none to be found : No
Tradition, but only of Scripture can deriye it
{eif from the Fountain, but may be plamly

proved,
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proved, either to bave been brought in, in
{uch an Ageafter Chrift, cr that in {ach an
Age it wasnot in. In a word, thére 18 no
{ufficient Certainty, but of the Scriptare only,
for any confidering Man tobuild upon. This
therefore, and this only, I’have reafon to
believe ; this 1 will profe(s, according to this
I will lives and for this, i there be occafis
on, I will not only willingly, but even gladly
lofe my Life, though I fhouald be {orry that
Chriftians thonld take it ftém me. Propéle
me any thing out of this Book, and require
whether Tbelieveif, ornos and feem it never
{o incomprehenfible to' human Reafon, I will
{ubfcribe it with Hand and Heart, as kndiving
no Demonltration can be {tronger than. this,
God hath faid [o, thereforeitis true, Tn other
things I will take no Man’s Liberty of Judg-
ment from him, neither fhall any Man “take
mine from me 3 .1 will think no Man the worfe
Man or the worfe Chrifian ; 1 -will Tove no
Man the lefs for differing in Opinion from me;
and what Meafure 1mete to others, T expelt
from them again: I am fully afiured that God
does not, and therefore that Men ought not
to require any more of any Man than this, To
believe the Scripture to be God’s Word, to
endeavour to find the tru¢ Senfe of it,. and to

live according to i, | |
N.57. This is the Religion whith I have
chofen, after a long Deliberation 5 #d I am
verily perfuaded that I have chofen wilfely,
A g much
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much more wilely than if I .had guided my
felf according to your Church’s Autherity g
for the Scripture being all irue, I am f(ecured,
by believing nothing elfe, that I fhall believe
no Falfhood as Matter of Faith: And if I mi-
{take the Senfe of Scriptare, and fo fall into
Error, yet I am f{ecure from any Danger
thereby, if but your Grounds be true; be-
caufe, cndeavouring to find the true Senle of
Scriptare. I cannot but hold my Error wi h-
out Pertinacy, and be rcady to forfake it,
when a2 more irae and a more probable Senfe
{hall appear untome. And then all neceflary
Truth being, as I have proved, plainly fet
down in Scripture, Iam certain, by belicving
Scripture, to believe all neceffary Truth - and
he that does fo, if his Life be anfwerable to
“his Faith, how is it poffible he fhould fail of
Salvation ? |

Scripinre the tmlj Rule whereby 10 judge
of - Controwerfres. -

Hap. 2. N. 11.— Tof{peak properly (as
‘Men fhould (peak when they write of
Controverfies -in Religion) the Scriptore is
not a Judge of Controverfies, but a Rule only,
and the only Rule for Chriftians to judge them vy :
Every Man is to judge for himfelt with the
. Judgment of Difcretion, and to chule either
his R eligion fir{t, and then his Church, as we
fay ; or as yon, his Church firft, and then his
| Religion.
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Religion. But by the Confent of both Sides,
every Nan is to judge and chuofe ; and the Rule
whereby he is to direlt his Choice, if he be a
Natural Man, is Reafon j if he bc already a
Chriftian, S ripture , which we fay is the
Rule to judge all Controverfics by, yet not
all fimply, but all the Controverfies of Chri-
{tians, of thofe that are alrcady agreed upon
this firt Principle, that the Scripture 15 the
iPord of God. But that there is any Man, or
any Company of Men, appointed to be Judge
for all Men, that we deny 3 and that I believe
you will never prove,

E‘W’:}‘ May to judge for ])iiizfe{f i Mat-
ters of Religion,

Hap.2. N.16. In Civil and Criminal
Caofes, the Parties have, for the moft
“pari, fo much Intereft, and very often fo little
Honefty, that they will not {ubmit to a Law,
tho’ never fo piain, if it be again®t them ;
or will not fee it to be againft them, though
it be never {o plainly : Whereas, if Men were
honeft, and the Law were plain‘and extend-
ed to all Cafes, there would be little need of
Judges. Now, in Matters of Religion, when
the Queftion is, Whether every Man be a fit
Judge and Chufer for himfelf > We {uppofe Men
hounelt, and fuch as underftand the Difference
between a Moment and Eternity 5 and {uch
Men, we conceive, will think it highly con-
cerns
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cerns them to be of the true Religion, but no-
thing at all that this or that Religion fhould
be the true: And then we fuppofe that all
the neceflary Points of Religion are plain and
ealy, and confequently every Man in this Cafe
to be a competent Judge for himfelf 5 becaufe
1t concerns himfelf to judge right, as much as
Eternal Happinefs is worth ; and if through
his own Default he judge amifs, he alone fhall
foffer for ir.

Ch. 3. N. 81. — If they [Men] would
be themfelves, and be content that others
fhould be, in the choice of their Religion,
the Servants of God and not of Men 3 if they
‘would allew, that the Way to Heaven is no
narrower now than Chrift left it, his Yoke no
heavier than he made it 5 that the Belief of
no more Difficnlties i3 required now to S¥-
vation, than wag in the Primitive Chbwefi;
that no Error is in itfelf deftrutive, and ex-
clufive from Salvation, which was not then s
if infkead of being zealous Papifts, earneft
Calvinifts, rigid Lutherans, they would be-
come themfelves, and be content that others
fhould be plain and honeft Chriftians; if all
Men would believe the Scriptare, and freeing
themfelves from Prejudice and Paffion, would
fincerely endeavour to find the true Senfe of
it, and live according to it, and require no
more of others but to do fo, not denying
their Communion to any that do {o3 would

{fo order their Publick Service of God, thatl
' al
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all which do {o, may without Scruple, or Hy-
pocrify, or Proteftation againft any pait of
it, join with them in it: Who doss not fee
that ( fecing as we fuppole here, and fhali
prove hereafter) all neceflary Truths are plain-
ly and evidently fet down in Scripture 3 there
would of neceflity be among all Men, in all
Things neceflary, Unity of Opinion? And
notwith{tanding any other Dificrences that
are or could be, Unity of Commupion, and
Charity, and mutual Tolerations by which
means ajl Schiim and Herely would be banifh-
ed the World, and thofe wretched Conten-
tions which now rend and tear in picces not
the Coat, but the Members and Bowels of
Chrift, which mutoal Pride and Tyraany,
and Curfing, Killing, and Damning, would
fain make Immortal, fhould (fpeedily re-
ceive a moft blefled Cataftrophe., But of
this hereafter, when we fhall come to the
Queftion of Schifm, wherein 1 perfwade my
{elf that I fhall plainly thew, that the moft
vehement Accufers are the greateft Offenders 3
and that they are indeed at this time the
greateft Schifmaticks, who make the Way to
Heaven narrower, the Yoke of Chrift heavier,
the Dficrences of Faith greater, the Condi-
tions of Ecclefiaftical Government harder ana
ftricter, than they were made at the Beginning
by Chrift and his Apoftles 5 they who talk of
Unity, and aim at Tyranny, and will have

Peace
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Peace with none but with their Slaves and
Vafials.

Pref. N. 30.— For what one Conclufion
18 there in the whole Fabrick of my Difcourfe,
that is not naturally deducible out ot this one
Principle, That all [hings neceffary to Salvation
are evidently cowinined in the Scriptures 2 Or
what one Conclufion almoft of Importance is
there in your Book, which is not by this one
clearly confutable? Grant this, and it will
prefently fallow, 1 Oppofition to-your firlt

Conclufion, and the Argument of your firft
Chapter, That amcnglt Men of different Opi-

nions, touching the obfcure and controverted
Quefltions. of Retigion, fuch as may with Pro-
bability be diputcd. on both fides (and {uch
are the Dilpuies ot Proteftants ) good Men
and Lovers of Yruth of all fides may be
faved 3 becaufe all neceffary Things being fup.

fed evident concerning them, with Men {o
qualified, there will be no Difference 5 there
bring no more certain fign thar a Point is not
evident, than that honeft, and underftanding,

and indiffcrent Men, and fuch as give them-
{clves Liberty. of Judgment, after a mature
Confideration of the Matter, difter aboutir,
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Of Difagreeing FProteftants.

NS. to Pref. N.26. 1. The molt difa-
A greeing Proteftants that are, yet thus
tar agree, that thefe Books of Scripture which
were never doubted of in the Church, are the
undoubted Word of God, and perfet Rule of
Faith., 2. That the Senle of them which
God intended, whatfoever it 1s, is certainly
true; fo that they believe implicitly even
thofe very Truths againlt which they err.
And why an implicit Faith in Chrift and his
Word fhould not fuffice, as well as an implicit
Faith in your Charch, 1 have defired to be re-
folved by many of your fide, but never could.
3. That they are to ufe their beft Endeavours -
to believe the Scripture in the true Senfe, and
to live according to it. This, if they per-
form (asI hope many on all fidesdo) truly
and fincerely, it 18 impoflible but that they
thould believe aright in all things neceffary
to Salvation, that is, in all thofe Things that
pertain to the Covenant between God and
Man in Chrift 3 for {o much is not only plain-
ly, but frequently contained in Scripture 3
and believing aright the Covenant, if they, .
for their Parts, perform the Condition requi-
red of them, which is fincere Obedience,
why fhould they not expett that God will
perform his Promife, and give them Salvation?
For, as for other things which li¢ without the

| Covenant,
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Covenant, and are therefore Iefs neceffary, if
by reafon of the feeming Conflit which is
oftentimes -between Scripture, Reafon, and
Authority on the one fide, and Scripture,
Reafon, and Authority on the other 5 if by
reafon of the Variety of Tempers, Abilities,
Educations, and unavoidable Prejudices,
whereby Mens Underftandings are varioufly
formed and fafhiioned, they do embrace feve-
ral Opinions, whereof fome muft be errone.
ous: To {2y that God will damn them for
fuch Errors, who are Lovers of him, and Lo-
vers of Truth, is to rob Man of his Comfort,
and God of his Goodne(s ; it i5 to make Man
delperate, and God a Tyrant.

[6. N.27. That it is fofficient’ for ahy
Man’s Salvation, that he believe the’Scripture,
that he endeavour to believe it in' the true
Senfe of it as far as concerns his Daty 5 and
that k= conform his Life unto it; either by
Obezdience or Repentance: He that does {o,
(and" all Proteftants, according to the Diffa-
“men of their Religion, fhould do fo) may
-~ be fecured that he cannot err Fundamentally 4
{o thaf notwith{tanding their Differences, and
your Prefamption, the fame Heavers ay receive
theme all. | _

I6. N. 29. Who can fiad fault' with him
[ D-. Potter] for {aying 3 1€ throagh want of
wmeans. of Inftruction, Incapacity, invincible
or probable Ignorance, a Man die in Error,
he may be faved: But if he be negligent in

| {ecking
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(ecking Truth, unwilling to find it, ecither
doth fee it and will not, or might f{ee it and
will not, that his Cale is dangerous, aud, withe
out Repentance, defperate?

Ch. 1. N. x1. Methinks, with much more
Reafon, and much more Charity, you muft
{uppofe that many of thefe Controverfies
which are now difputed among Chriftians,
( all which profefs themfelves Lovers of Chriff,
and truly defirous to know his Will, and do
it) are cither #ot decidable by that Means
which God hath provided, aand {0 not necef-
{ary to be decided ; or if they be, yet ot f5
plainly and evidently, as to oblige Men to hold
one way: Or lally, if decidable, and evi-
dently decided, yet you may hope that the
erring Part, by reafon of {fome Veil before
their Eyes, fome excufable Jgnorance, or una-
woidable Prejadice, does not fee the Queftion
to be decided againft him, and fo oppofes not
that which he doth know to be the Word of
God, but only that which you know to be fo,
and which he might know, were he void of
Prejudice ; which is a Fault, I confefs, but a
Fault which is incident even to good and . ho-
neft Men very often 5 and not of f{uch a: Gi-
gantick Dilpofition as you make it, to fly di-

re(tly upon-God Almighty, and to give him
the Lye to his Face.

Of
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Covenant, and are therefore lefs neceffary, if
by reafon of the {eeming Conflit which s
oftentimes between Scripture, Reafon, ang
Authority on the one fide, and Scrivture,
Reafon, and Authority on the other 5 if by
reafon of the Variety of Tempers, Abilities
Educations, and unavoidable Prejudicesi
whereby Mens Underftandings are varioufly
formed and fafhioned, they do embrace feve-
ral Opinions, whereot {ome muft be errone.
ous: To fay that God will damn them for
{iich Ecrors, who are Lovers of him, and Lo.
vers of Truth, is to rob Man of his Comfore,
and God of his Goodnefs s 1t 15 to make Man
defperate, and God a Tyrant.

Ib. N.27. That it is fofficient for any
Man's Salvation, that he believe the Scripture,
that he endeavour to believe it in' the tiu
Senfe of it as far as concerns his Duty 5 and
that ks conform his Life unto it, either by
Obedience or Repentauce : He that does lo,
(and’ all Proteftants, according to the Diffe
" men of their Religion, thould do fo ) mey
. be fecured that he cannot err Fundamentally s
{5 that notwithftanding theit Differences, and
your Prefamption, the fame Heavers may receive

them all, '
I6. N. 29. Who can find fault' with him

[D". Patter] fOI‘ fay'ing5 If 'throﬁgh want of

means of Inftruction, Incapacity, invincidk
or probable Ignorance, a Man die in Brr0f

he may be faved: But if he be negligentin
(eeking
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fecking Truth, unwilling to find it, either
doth fee it and will not, or might f{ee it and
will not, that hig Cale is dangerous, and, with«
out Repentance, defperate ?

Ch. 1. N. 11. Methinks, with much more
Reafon, and much more Charity, you muft
(uppofe that many of thefe Controverfies
which are now difputed among Chriftians,
(all which profefs themfelves Lovers of Chrift,
and truly defirous to know his Will, and do
it ) are either a0t decidable by that Means
which God hath provided, and {0 not necef-
fary to be decided 5 or if they be, yet #ot f5
plainly and evidemtly, as to oblige Men to hold
one way: Or laltly, if decidable, and evi-
dently decided, yet you may hope that the
erring Part, by reafon of fome Veil before
their Eyes, fome excufable Ignorance, or una-
widable Prejudice, does not fee the Queftion
to be decided againft him, and fo oppofes not
that which he doth know to be the Word of
God, but only that which you know to be fo,
and which he might know, were he void of
Prejudice ; which is a Fault, T confefs, but a
Fault which is incident even to good and ho-
nelt Men very often ; and not of fuch a: Gi-
gantick Dilpofition as yon make it, to fly di-
reitly upon God Almighty, and to give him
the Lye to his Face,

Of
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Of the NeceﬂEty of a vifible j"ztdge i
sztrawerﬁe& of Re[igio;z) as well a5
in Civil Matters,

H. 2. N. 17. —1In Civil Controverfies

we are obliged only to external Paffive
Obedience, anc not to an internal and active,
We are bound to obey the Sentence of the
Judge, or not to refift it, but not always to
believe it jult.  Buat in Matters of Religion,
fucih 2 Judge is required whom we fhould be
obliged to believe to have judged right ; fo
that in Civil Controverfies, every honeft and
underftanding Man is fit to be a Judge, butin
Religion none but he that is infallible,

5. In Civil Caufes there is Mcans and Pow-
ef, when th: Judge has decreed to compel
Men to obey his Sentence ; otherwife [ be-
lieve Laws alons would be to as mach Par-
pole for the ending of Differences, as Laws
and Judges both. But all the Power in the
World is n:ither fit to convince, nor able to
compel a Man's Conlcience to confent to any
thing : Worldly Terror may prevail {o far, 25
to make M:» profefls a Religion which they
believe not, ({uch Men, I mean, who know
not that there isa Heaven provided for Mar-
tyrs, and a Hell for thofe that diffemble {uch
T'ruths as are neceffary to be profeffed ) but

to force either any Man to belisve what be be
1eves
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lieves not, or any honeft Man to diffemble
what he does believe, (if God commands
him to ptofels 1t ) or to profefs what he
does not believe, all the Powers in the World
are too weak, with all the Powers of Hell to
affift them.

7. In Civil Matters, it is impoffible Titizr
fiould bold the Land in queftion, and Sem-
pronius too 3 and therefore either the Plaintiff
muft injure the Detendant , by dilquieting his
Pofieflion, or the Defendant wrong the Plain-
i, by keeping his Right from him. But in
Controverfies of Religion the Cafe is other-
wile 5 [ may hold my Opinion, and do you
no Wrong, and you yours, and do me none,
Nay, we may both of us hold our Opinion,
id yet do our felves no Harm , provided the
Difierence be not touching any thing neceffary
o Salvation, and that we love Trath fo well,
% to be diligent to inform our Confcience,
id conftant in following it.

bocerning  Errors  Damnable, or  not

Damnable.

H. 3. N.52. I anfwer, that thefe Diffe-
rences between Proteftants concerning
trors damnable, or not damnable, Truths
fndamental, and’not fandamental, may be
tlily reconcileds for either the Error they
!Pe?k of may be purely and fimply involumtary,
U tmay be, in refpect of the Canfe of it, vo-
B lumiary
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luntary - 1§ the Caufe of it be fome voluntary
and avoidable kault, the Error 18 1t felf fi-
fu!, and confiquently in 1t8 OWN N iture dam.
nable s as if, by Negligence in [eeking the
Truth, by Unwillingnels to find it, by Pride,
by Obftiuacy, by defiring that Religion thould
be true which {uits beft with my Ends, by
fear of Mens i1l Opinion, or any other World
ly Fear, or any Worldly Hope, 1 betray my
fIf to any Error contrary to any Divine e
vealed Truth, that Erior may be jultly (tild
a Sin. and confequently, of it felf, to fuch a
one damnable. But If 1 be guilty of none
thefe Faults, but be defirons to know the
Truth, and diligent in (ecking it, and advi
not at all with Flefh and Blood about t
Choice of mv Opinions, but only with God,
and that Reafon that he hath given me: Iil
be thus qualified, and yet, through humare
Infirmity, fallinto Error, that Error canna
be damnable. Again, the Party erring, my
be conceived either to die with Contrition,
for all his Sins known and unknown, O
without it: If he die without it, this Erro
in it felf, if damnable, will be likewile four
to hims if he die with Contrition, (as hisks
ror can be no Impediment but he may) b
Error, though in it felf damnable to hie
a{cmrding to your Doftrine, will not prov
O,

.
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0 ufing Force in NMatiers of Keligion.

H 5. N, 96. Butthey endeqvonred to force

_y the Society, whereof 1hey were Parts, 10 be
bedled and reformed ar they were 5 and if it ve-
fuled, they did, when they had Power, drive them
aay, even their Superiors both Spiritnal end
Tewporal, as is notoriows. The Proofs hereof
are wanting, and therefore I might defer my
Anlwer until they were produced § yet take
this beforeshand : 1f they did {o, then herein,
in my Opinion, they did amifs; fer 1 have
learnt, from the Aucient Fathers of the
Church, That Nothizg is more againft Rebgion,
than to force Religion 3 and of St. Fanl, The
Weapons of the Chriflian Warfare are not carnal:

;

| And great Realon; for humin Violence riay
- make Men counterfeit, but cannot make them
| believe 5 and is theretore fit for pothing, but
10 breed Form without, and Atheifm wihin.
| Befides, if this Means of bringing -Men to
g mbrace any Religion were generally ufed (as
F it it may be juftly ufed in any Place, by thde
- that have Power, and think they have Truth,
- certainly they cannot with Reafon deny, but
- that it my be uled in every Place by tuofe
* that have Powsr as well as they, and thipk
they bave Truth as wel) as they) what could
tollow, but the Mainten ince, perhaps, of Trath,
but, perhaps, anly of the Prot. flion ot itin ong

B 2 Place,
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Place, and the Oppreflion of 1t in an hyp
dred? What will follow from it, but the Pre.
{ervation, perhaps, of Unity, but peradventure
only of Uniformity in particular States a+d
Churches; but the immortalizing the great:
and more lamentable Divifions of Chriffen.
dom and the World > And therefore what cp
foiiow from it, buar, perbaps, in the Judgment
of carnal Policy, the tewporal Benefit and
Tranquility of temporal States and Kiugdons,
but thie infinite Prejudice, if not the Diffolud.
on of the Kingdom of Chritc? And thercfore
it well becomes them who have cheir Portion
in t.1s Life, who ferve no higher State than
that of England, ot Spain, ot France, nor thi
neither, any farther than they may ferve them-
felves by it, who think of no other Happine
but the Prefervation of their own Fortunes
and Tranquility in this World 5 who think of
no othct Means to preferve Staes, but humn
Pow.r and Machiavilian Policy, and believe
no cther Creed but this, Regi aut Gvitati Impe.
viums habemi nibil injuftum quod wiile! Such
Men as thefe it may bccome  to maintain, by
wordly Power and Violence, their State-ln-
{trument, Religion: For if all be vain and
fale (as in their Judgment it is) the prefent
Whatfoever is better than any, becaufe it 1§
already fettled : An Alteration of it may draw
with it Change of States, and the Change of
Srate the Subverfion of their Fortune 3 but

they that are indeed Servants and Lovers of
Chrift,
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Chnft, of Truth, of the Church, and of Man-
kind, ought, with all Courage, to oppole
them{elves again{t 1t asa common Enemy of
all thele,

They that know there isa King of Kings,
and Lord of Lords, by whofe Will and Plea-
ure Kings and Kingdoms {tand and fall; they
know that to no King or State any thing can
be profirable which is unjuft, and that nothing
can be more evidently urnjuft, than to force
weak Men, by the Profeflion of a Religion
which they believe not, to lofe their own eter-
nal Happinefs, out ofa vain and needl:{s Fear,
left they may poflibly difturb their temporal
Quietnefs, there being no Dangerto any State
frem any Man’s Opinton, unlels it be {uch an
Opinion by which Difobedience to Authority
or Impiety 15 ta:ght or licenfed 3 which fort, [
confefs, may jultly be penifh'd as well as other
faults 3 or unlefs this Sanguinary Dcérine be
joined with it, That it islawful for him by
human Violence to enforce others to it

Chap. 4. N. 16, This prelumptuous impo-
ing of the Senfes of M:=n upon the Words of
God, the fpecial Senfesof Men upon the ge-
leral Words of God, and laying them upon
Mens Confciences rogether, under the cqual
Penalty of Death and Damnation: This vain
Conceit, that we can fpeak of the Things of
God better than the Words of God 5 this dei-
Iying our own Interpretations, and tyrannous

enforcing
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enforcing them upon others ; this reftraining
of the Word of God, from that Latitude and
Generality, and the Under{tandings of Men
from that Liberty wherein Chrift and the A-
poftles left them,*is, and hath been the only
Fountain of all the Schifms of the Church, and
that which makes them immortal : The com-
mon [ncendiary of Chriftendom, and that which
(as I faid before) tears in pieces not the Coat,
but the Bowels and Membsrs of Chrift 5 Ri-
dente Turca, nec dolente Fudeo : Take away
thefe Walls ot Separation, and all will quick-
ly be one., Take away this Perfecuting, Burn-
ing, Carfing, Damning of Mer for not {ublcrib-
ing to the Words of Men, as the Words of
God: Require of Chriftians only to believe
Chrift, and to call no Man Mafter but him
only : Let thole leave claiming Infallibility,
that have no Title to it: And let them that
in their Words difclaim it, difclaim 1 like-
wife 1n their Af%ions. Inaword, takeaway
Tyranny, which is the Devil's Inftrument to
fupport Errors, and Superliitions, and Im:
pieties, in the {everal Parts of the World,
which could not otherwife long withtand
the Pow:r of Trath.

* Tois P riuelion is w Sinmlarity of minz, but th: Dikix
whith T hav: fearned from Divins of great Learning and Jt:
ment, Lot the Reader by pleafed to peyufe the Savznth Bk i
Acont. de Scrat. Siwane ¢ Znch. his Left Oration delivered
bim after the -ymprfing of thz Difcord betwzen him and AmoL

chius, and by (ha'l confels as much.
I [BYJ
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[ fay, take away Tyranny, and reflore
Chriftians to their juft and full Liberty of cap-
tivating their Underftanding to Scripture on-
ly : And as Rivers, when they have a free Paf-
fage, run allto the Oceans foit may well be
hoped, by God's Blefling, that univerfal Li-
berty thus moderated, may quickly reduce
Chriffendom to Truth and Unity, Thefe
Thoughts of Peace (I am perfuaded) may
come from the God of Peace, and to his
Blefling I recommend them,




